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ORTHODOX STU DY Bisbal pr 


gy ihe last decade of the twentieth centur y saw an historic event. In 1993, The Orthodox 
A Study Bible: New Testament and Psalms was released as the first English Bible with study 
T(G material reflecting the ancient faith of the Eastern Orthodox Church. | 

\ a St. Athanasius Academy, which had organized this effort, began receiving requests ~ 
~~ for the completion of the Old Testament—a monumental task which involved not only 
preparation of the study notes and outlines, but also the presentation of an acceptable Old 
Testament text. Though 7 
text and list of Old Testament books, it has traditionally used the Greek Old Testament of the 
Septuagint (LXX). However, in Orthodoxy’s 200-year history in North America, no English 
translation of the LXX has ever been produced by the Church: | ; 






Testament text suitable for the project. 
The organization of the Old Testament books, that is, their canonical order, was taken ftom 
The Old Testament According to the Seventy, published with the approval of the Holy Synod of 
the Church of Greece. The first edition was released in June; 1928.The Old Testament text 
presented in this volume does not claim ‘to be a new or superior translation. The goal was to pro- | 
duce a text to meet the Bible-reading needs of English-speaking Orthodox Christians; ‘>! 
In some Old Testament books, including the Psalms, the numbering of chapters, and 
sometimes individual verses is different in the LXX version ‘from the English translation of the 
Hebrew text (such as the New King James Version and New Revised Standard Version). To | 
help the reader, the LXX psalm number ‘appears first, followed by the alternate! number in. 
parentheses, such as Psalm 50 (51): TE ; Heo ©) of bak asizvo bhe ai 
In addition to the difference in the numbering of the Psalms, the books of Jeremiah and © | 
Malachi show differences in the chapter and verse numbering when comparing The Orthodox — 
Study Bible alongside English translations based on the Hebrew Old Testament text. The fol- ~ 
lowing shows how the Hebrew and LXX texts compare in the books of Jeremiah and Malachi. 





Jeremiah 

Hebrew LXX Hebrew LXX 

l:1—25:13 1:1—25:13 49:34b 25:20 

25:14 — 50:1—51:44 27:1—28:45 

25:15-38 32:1-25 51:45-49 — 

26:1—43:13 33:1—50:13 51:50-64 28:46-60 | 
44:1-30 51:1-30 52:1 52:1 | 
45:1-5 51:31-35 52:2, 3 — | 
46:1 me 52:4-14 52:2-12 | 
46:2-25 26:1-24 52:15 —— 

46:26 m 52:16-27 52:13-24 

46:27, 28 26:25, 26 52:28-30 a 

47:\_7 29:1-7 52:31-34 52:25-28 | 
48:1-44 31:1-44 | 
49:1-5 30:17-21 Malachi | 
49:6 — 1;1—3:18 1:1—3:18 | 
49:727 30:1-16 4:1-3 3:19-21 | 
49:23 97 30:28-32 4:4 3:24 

49:28-33 30:22-27 4:5,6 3:22, 23 

*9:34a, 35-39 25:14-19 








INTRODUCTION `) — M etd Ney =U 

| Testament of The Orthodox Study Bible is taken from the New King James Ver. 
sion ofthe er is a translation of the Received Text of the Greek New Testament, With 
notes showing major variants in the Majority Text and the critical text of Nestle-Aland and 
the United Bible Societies. | 

The introductory material, commentary and notes accompanying the Old and New Tes. 
tament books are presented in a vocabulary understandable to a high school graduate. This iş 
not a book of scholars addressing other scholars, but rather scholars clearly communicating 
the treasures of the Orthodox biblical tradition with clergy and laypeople desirous of under- 
standing their Christian beliefs and making them accessible to others. A cross symbol (*) in 
the text of the Bible indicates a study note at the foot of the page. | 

Further, the decision was made that the notes and commentary which clarify the biblical 
text would emphasize the major themes of the Christian faith. Thus, the notes give primary 
attention to: 

1. The Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

2. The Incarnation: The Divine Son of God becoming Man 

3. The Centrality of the Church, the “dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:22) 

4. The Virtues: God’s call to His people to live righteous and holy tives in Christ 

To attain these goals, specific attention was given to the biblical interpretations.of the 
fathers of the ancient and undivided Church, and to the consensus of the Seven. Ecumenical 
or Church-wide Councils of Chnstendom, held from the fourth to eighth centuries, 

The Holy Scriptures have always been integral to the life of the Church. The liturgical 
cycle of the year and the days of feasting and fasting are accompanied by Scripture readings 
from throughout the Bible: The lectionary in the back of The Orthodox Study Bible guides the 
reader along this biblical path through the Church year. Further, liturgical notes at the foot 
of the pages of The Orthodox Study Bible relate specific readings to the yearly cycle of prayer 
and worship. These notes are designated with the symbol ©. 

The prayer of the editors and contributors of The Orthodox Study Bible is that it presents 
an understandable Bible text and commentary to (1) English-speaking Orthodox Christians 
the world over and to (2) non-Orthodox readers interested in learning more about the faith - 
of the historic Orthodox Church. 





Lent, 2008 
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LISTED AND COMPARED 


Orthodox 
Old Testament 


Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 


] Kingdoms (1 Samuel) 
2 Kingdoms (2 Samuel) 
3 Kingdoms (1 Kings) 
4 Kingdoms (2 Kings) 

l Chronicles (1 Paraleipomenon) 
2 Chronicles (2 Paraleipomenon )* 
] Ezra** 

2 Ezra** (Ezra) 
Nehemiah 

Tobit 

Judith 

Esther 

1 Maccabees 

2 Maccabees 

3 Maccabees 

Psalms (151 in number) 
Job 

Proverbs of Solomon 
Ecclesiastes 

Song of Songs 

Wisdom of Solomon 
Wisdom of Sirach 

Hosea 


Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Baruch 

Lamentation of Jeremiah 


Spiste of Jeremiah 
Ezekiel 


Daniel thw 


_ {includes the Prayer of Manasseh 
(Also known as 1 & 2 Esdras 
alae is at the beginning 

aniel, “Bel and the Serpent” at 
nd. Also includes the “Hymn 


of the Three Young Men.” 


| 





Roman Catholic 
Old Testament 


Genesis. 
Exodus. 
Leviticus , 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 
Joshua 


| Judges 
= Ruth 


l Kings 
2 Kings 
3 Kings 


| 4 Kings 


l Chronicles (1 Paraleipomenon) 


2’ Chronicles (2 Paraleipomenon) 
| 1 Esdras 


2“Esdras (Nehemiah) 


` Tobit 


Judith 

Esther 

1 Maccabees 

2 Maccabees 

Psalms (150 in number) 


| Job 


Proverbs- of Solomon 
Ecclesiastes 


| Canticle of Canticles 


Wisdom of Solomon 


_ Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 


Hosea 
Amos 
Micah 
Joel 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 


l Malachi 


Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Baruch* 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 


Daniel 


*Includes Epistle of Jeremiah 
XIII 





Protestant 
Old Testament 


Genesis 


Exodus 


Leviticus 
Numbers 


| Deuteronomy 


Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 


1 Samuel 


| 2 Samuel 


l Kings 
2 Kings 


' 1 Chronicles 


2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 


| Esther* 


Job 
Psalms (150 in number) 
Proverbs 


‘| Ecclesiastes 


Song of Solomon 


- Isaiah 


_| Jeremiah 


Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel** 
Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 


“Esther does not include those 
sections called “Additions to 
Esther,” 

**Daniel here does not include 
those sections separately labeled as 


| the “Hymn of the Three Young 


Men,” “Susanna,” “Bel and the 
Serpent.” 
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SS >8O VERVIEW. (Oe) Ses Be meer jeremiah 
OF THE BIBLE 


By The e Reverend BASIL; Bishop of the Diocesé of Wichita and Mid- aa 


œ~ THE OLD TESTAMENT SPa 


This intr oduction is a brief description of each of the forty- nine books of 
the Old Testament. It is helpful to keep in mind that, like the earliest Chris- 
tian community, the Orthodox Church of today continues using the Greek 
version of the Old Testament known as the Septuagint (LXX). The 
Septuagint—referencing the seventy finest Jewish scholars, from all twelve Jew- 
ish tribes, who made the translation from the Hebrew into Greek—became the 
universally accepted version of the Old Testament since the time of its appear- 
ance some three centuries before the birth of Christ. Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
together with His apostles and evangelists, Matthew, ‘Mark, Luke and John, 
and also Peter and Paul, used this Greek version when quoting the Old Testa- 
ment in their gospels and epistles. These inspired Old Testament books tell 
the story of God’s dealings with ancient Israel, from approximately 2000 Bc 
until the time of Jesus. 

A study of the Old Testament in, the light of the ‘authentic apostolic tradi- 
tion will lead the reader to Him Who fulfilled the Law and the Prophets as 
He promised: Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ. This collection of 
oey. nine Old Testament books is ‘traditionally subdivided into four sections: 

1) the five books of the Law; 2) the books of history; 3) the books of wisdom 


and; 4) the books of pr ophecyai 


The Five Books of the Law 


First there are the books of the Law: Genesis, meaning “beginning,” Since 
it recounts the beginning of God’s\creation; Exodus, which means “exit” 
“departure,” referring to the journey of the Hebrews from out of Pa in 
Egypt; Leviticus, a book detailing, worship as led by the priests ordained from 
the tribe of Levi; Numbers, whose title is derived from the books opening ac- 
count of the census, or numbering, of the people of Israel; Deuteronomy, 
Meaning “second law,” since it gives a detailed listing of the additional- laws 


given by God through Moses. 

These first five books of the Old Testament, known jointly as the Penta- 
teuch (penta means “five” in Greek) describe God’s creation of the world, the 
rebellion of Adam and Eve and the fall of man, and the history of God’s peo- 
Ple from the days of Abraham, about 2000 Be, through the days of Moses, 
dated by many scholars at appr roximately 1250 BO. | 


i | lim Fhe 


| É M is oe | ae The Books otitis Perce yipat ie He: 


“The uni section of thé LXX Old Testament is kalo as the Bisnotieals 
books, This group begins with the: book of Joshua, the leader of the children - 
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OVERVIEW OF BOOKS H T EO 2 eee 
of Israel following the death of Moses, who brings God’s people into the 
promised land after their forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Judges re- 
lates to the traditions of the various Hebrew tribes and the exploits of their 
own particular heroes, the Judges of whom the title speaks, who ruled the na- 
tion. The book of Ruth is the charming and heroic account of a Gentile 
woman who placed herself under the protection of the one true God, and in ` 
the process became an ancestor of King David, and of his descendent, Jesus 
Christ the Messiah of Israel. — | | 

First and Second Kingdoms (First and Second Samuel), whose principle 
characters are Samuel the faithful prophet, Saul the first king to rule over 
God’s people, and David, Saul’s successor and the first king of Judah in the 
south of Palestine, and Israel to the north. The books of Third and Fourth 
Kingdoms (First and Second Kings) opens with the enthronement of David’s . 
son Solomon and ends with the fall of the kingdom, including the destruction 
of its capital city of Jerusalem, and the exile of God’s people from Palestine to 
Babylon. | | 











First and Second Chronicles (First and Second Paraleipomenon) expand on 
the history recorded in Third and Fourth Kingdoms. The word 
Paralerpomenon is transliterated from the Greek and means “that which is _ 
omitted” in the two preceding books.. The books of First and Second Ezra and 
Nehemiah continue this chronicle of divine history, focusing on the Jewish re- 
ligious community after its return to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon. | 

The final books in the historical section of the Old Testament reveal the 
stories of people who lived heroic and God-directed lives under foreign domi- 
nation and during the exile: Tobit, who was taken into captivity by the 
Assyrians; Judith, the pious and' beautiful widow who saved her people from 
massacre by the invading Assyrian general: Esther, the Jewish queen of Persia 
who achieved the revocation of Haman’s decree that would have allowed the 
persecution and mass murder of God’s people; and the Maccabees, the family 
of the Hasmoneans and their followers, the faithful people who began the re- 
volt and fought the wars of independence against foreign armies occupying 
their land. ; | | | . 


| The Books of Wisdom 
The third section of the Old Testament is known as the books of Wisdom. — 
The magnificent Psalms is the hymnal of both ancient Israel and ofthe — 
Church. The book of Job, which in the canonical Greek LXX comes between 
Psalms and Proverbs, probes the depths of a man’s unshakable faith in the face 
of tragedy and innocent suffering. Proverbs is a collection of moral and 
religious instruction taught to young people after their return from exile in : 
Babylon. Ecclesiastes tells of the preacher who philosophically seeks to under- 
stand the meaning of human existence that the good man can find in this life: 
The moving Song of Songs by Solomon is a collection of lyric poems, written 


young people on ethical and religious themes. 
These seven books of Wisdom literature—The Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Eccle- 
siastes, the Song of Songs, the Wisdom of Solomon, and the Wisdom of 
Sirach—proclaim that happiness (or “blessedness,” in the language of the 
Bible) is possible only through faith in and obedience to the one true God. 


The Books of Prophecy 

The fourth and final section of the LXX Old Testament includes the books 
of prophecy, which appear in an order different from the Hebrew and Vulgate 
collections. 

Hosea gives a message of God’s own redeeming love for His chosen peo- 
ple, even when they spurn Him and prostitute themselves to false gods. Amos 
is the simple shepherd called by God to denounce a self-satisfied nation for its 
grave social injustice, abhorrent immorality and its shallow and meaningless 
piety. Micah foretells the day when nations shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares and their spears into pruning hooks. He speaks of peace reigning over 
all who do justice, who love kindness, and who walk humbly with God. Joel is 
the prophet who foretells the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. 
Obadiah prophesies the return of the exiles from Babylon. Jonah unwillingly 
accepts God’s command to preach His mercy and forgiveness to a foreign 
Nation. | 

Nahum prophesies the defeat of the powerful Assyrian enemy, Habakkuk 
deals with the perennial question, “How long, O Lord, shall I cry out to You, 
and You will not hear me?” (Hab 1:2). Zephaniah prophesies the dark days of 
Judah’s destruction, but promises comfort and conciliation to those who wait 
Patiently for the Lord and serve Him. Haggai, following the return of the ex- 
iles, exhorts them to rebuild the destroyed temple in order to unify their 
disrupted religious life and, more importantly, to prepare for the coming of 
the long awaited Messiah. 

Zechariah prophesies the image of the messianic Prince of Peace, the 
Good Shepherd who would lay down His life for the flock. Malachi exhorts 
God’s people to faithfulness and asserts the fatherhood of God over all 
Nations. He foretells that God will appoint a forerunner, similar to the ancient 
Prophet Elijah (or Elias) who will appear before the Messiah and prepare the 
World for the coming Day of the Lord. 

Isaiah exhorts the people of God to place their confidence in the Lord, 
ud to lead private and public lives which manifest this reliance. From Isaiah, 
We hear the prophecies of a Son to be born of a virgin, and of the Suffering 
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Servant—the Méssiah—who Foula be led as an innocent sheep to the slaughs 
ter, and by whose stripes we would be healed. Jeremiah severely criticizes 
God’s people for abandoning the one true God and turning instead to the | 
worship of idols. Baruch was appointed to be read on feast days as a confess; _ 
sion of sins. In Lamentations, the author Jeremiah mourns the destruction of 
the holy city of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. The Epistle of Jeremialis ' 
addressed to those about to be carried off into, exile in Babylon. q 
Ezekiel, the prophet of the exiles, assures) his hearers of the abiding pres-  ~ 
ence of God amongst them, even in exile ‘and servitude. Finally, Dantel writes ` 
an apocalyptic or mystical end-time prophecy which is filled with difficult and — 
often obscure signs and symbols. In the Greek LXX, Damel begins with the 


heroic story of Susanna and ends with the fascinating account t of Bel and the 
Serpent. 


These forty-nine God- -inspired Old Testament books divided into four sec- | 
tions—books of the Law, of History, of Wisdom, and of Prophecy—which E 
servé as an introduction to John the Baptist’s preparation of the world for the | 
coming of the Messiah, who is Isaiah’s Suffering Servant, Zechariah’s Prince ` | 
of Peace, and the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the flock.” a l 

~~ THE NEW TESTAMENT > | SA 4 4 
The Four Gospels : : rata he ie 4 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and Jobn recall the events in the life of Jesus Christy | | 
Son of God and Son of Man. The first three are called the Synoptic Gospels, 
in that they set forth a “common viewpoint” ’ of the chronology of events and — 
the message of Christ in His life and ministry. Matthew addresses his gospel, 
primarily to fellow Jews. Mark is likely the first gospel to be written, and. , 
speaks of Christ as servant of all (Mk 10: 45). Luke, himself a physician, “reveals | 


the Incarnate Christ and His cua ancestry. This Son of Man saves and heals 
the fallen race. 


John, the last of the four gospels to be written, emphasizes the divinity of | 
Christ, the eternal Son and Word of God, who became Man. John’s gospel ia 
dither reveals seven miracles of Christ, not all of them i in chronological ordet, 


7 Acts { 
Written by St Luke, these are the Acts (or R N R of the Apar : 
tles, but mainly of Peter (chapters 1—12) and Paul (chapters 13—28), Acts 
chronicles the earliest history of the RARESH from. hontacosh through zoprni E 
mately, AD 65, A ENE eee di TO es ee 
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| The Letters (or oa of St. Paull o3xaybea Wane f 
‘The first nine of Paul’s letters are written to churches, Romans, which ben 
gins this section, was the only letter Paul wrote'to a community he had not 
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pr reviously visited. Thus, the implication i is that much of what he wrote to the 
church at Rome he preached in other places, 


Most prominent of the cities of first century Greece was Corinth, a center 
of commerce, immorality and false religion. Predictably, this Hedoting church 
would have to deal with these same matters. First Corinthians is therefore a 
corrective epistle calling for unity, virtue, forbearance, Eucharistic order and 
proper use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In contrast Second Corinthians rec- 
ognizes the repentance within the church on the part of many, and St. Paul 
defends his apostolic authority. 


In Galatians, Paul addresses several, churches i in nee Minor defendia his 
apostleship.and calling the faithful to live their lives in the strength of the 
Holy Spint instead of in submission to the laws of the old covenant. Ephesians 
is a marvelous discourse on how the Church should conduct itself. This com- 
munity 1s rich in dedication to Christ. Yet just a few decades later the Lord 
tells them, “you have left your first love” (Rev 2:4). i 

Philippians is the epistle of joy. Paul writes from-a Roman prison, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always. Again Iwill say, rejoice!” (KAP 4:4). Colossians presents 
Christ as “the head of the body, the church . . .” (Col 1:18), preeminent in all 
things. 

First Thessalonians, the first letter St. Paul penned, was written to the be- 
lievers at Thessalonica, a beautiful coastal city of Greece in about AD 51, 
shortly after Paul planted that Church. This is a letter of encouragement. 
Second Thessalonians acknowledges persecution and warns of lawlessness, urg- 
ing the Christians to “stand fast and hold the traditions which you were 
taught...” (2Th 2:15). 

Next, Paul addresses. the following letters to individuals, In. First } 
Timothy, the aging, apostle speaks to his youthful understudy about effective 
oversight of the church. In Second Timothy, the last letter St. Paul wrote 
(see 2Ti 4:6-8), he encourages Timothy to “be strong in the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus” (2Ti 2:1). Paul is already in prison in Rome (1:8) awaiting 
Martyrdom. 

Titus is sent by Paul to Crete to set the church “in order,” and “appoint 
elders in every city” (Tts 1:5). If this sounds like the work of a bishop, it is 
(Tts 1:7, 8), and Titus is consistently named in early Church records as the 
first bishop of Crete. Philemon is a Christian slave-holder, and Paul writes him 
to receive back Onesimus (Phm 10—16), his runaway slave, who has become 
4 Christian with Paul in Rome. 

Hebrews is the last of the epistles attributed to St. Paul, but with little evi- 
dence it was actually written by Paul. It is a general letter to Jewish believers 
in Christ to continue on in the Faith. It assures them that Christ, the great 

High Priest in the heavenlies (Heb 8:1), is their once for all aR for sin 
(Heb 10:10) and victor over death (Heb 12:1, 2). 
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The General Epistles 

James, the brother of the Lord and first bishop of Jerusalem, writes to fel- 
low Jews, “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (Jam 1:1). His 
message? “Faith without works is dead” (Jam 1:20). Christianity is a belief 
that behaves. : 

First Peter, written by the first among the apostles, urges obedience to 
God and man, willingness to suffer for Christ’s sake, and effective pastoring of 
the flock. In Second Peter, the apostle discusses divine power for the faithful 
(deification), divine judgment for false teachers and the Day of the Lord. ~ 

Next, John the Theologian offers three general epistles. First John is a stir- 
ring personal testimonial to God’s forgiveness, His love for His children and 
His gift of eternal life. In Second John, he addresses an “elect lady and her chil- 
dren” (v. 1), urging them to obey the Lord’s commands and beware of 
deceivers. Third John commends ‘Gaius and Demetrius, and warns against 
Diotrephes. | : 

Finally, Jude, the Lord’s brother, writes a short letter exhorting the faithful 
to contend for the truth and to beware of the devil’s servants. He finishes 
with a stunning benediction. | | | 


Revelation 

Written by St. John the Theologian, he entitles his book “The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (1:1). What the book of Daniel is to the Old Testament, 
Revelation is to the New Testament. Another title is the Apocalypse, which 1s a 
transliteration of the Greek word for “revelation” or “unveiling.” The book 
speaks prophetically both to current and future events, to judgment and salva- 
tion, and ends with the glorious New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
“as a bride adorned for her husband” (21:2). Sarge $ 


O 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 


) The publication of The Orthodox Study Bible begs a question: exactly what is the 
Orthodox Church? Many people have heard of the Russian Orthodox Church which 
celebrated its LOOOth birthday in 1988, or the Greek Orthodox Church which was born 

centuries earlier. But Orthodoxy itself—what is it, and what are its historic roots? 


~~ THE CHURCH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT «7 | 

To answer the question, let us go back to the pages of the New Testament, specifically to 
the Book of Acts and the birth of the Church at Pentecost. For on that day the Holy Spirit 
descended on the twelve apostles in the Upper Room, and by afternoon some 3000 souls be- 
lieved in Christ and were baptized. The Scriptures record that when the first Christian 
community began, “they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42), | 

From Jerusalem, the faith in Christ spread throughout Judea, to Samaria (Acts 8:5-39) 
to Antioch and the Gentiles (Acts 11:19-26). We find new converts and new Churches 
throughout Asia Minor and the Roman Empire as recorded in Acts and the Epistles. 

The Church, of course, was not simply another organization in Roman society. The Lord 
Jesus Christ had given the promise of the Holy Spizit “to lead you into all truth” (Jn 16:13). 
With the fulfillment of that promise beginning with Pentecost, the Church was born far be- 
yond mere institutional status. She’ was not an organization with mystery, but a mystery with 
organization. St. -Paul called the Church “a dwelling place’ of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:22). 
The Church was a dynamic: organism, the living Body of Jesus Christ: She made an indelible 
impact in the world, and those who lived in her life and faith were personally transformed. 

But we also discover in the New Testament itself that the Church had her share of prob- 
lems. All was not perfection. Some individuals even within the Church sought to lead her off 
the path the apostles established, and they had to be dealt with along with the errors they in- 
vented. Even whole local communities lapsed on occasion and were called to repentance. The 
Church in Laodicea is a vivid example (Rev 3:14-22). Discipline was administered for the 
sake of purity in the Church. But there was growth and maturation, even as the Church was 
attacked from within and without. The same Spirit who gave her birth gave her power for 
purity and correction, and she stood strong and grew, eventually invading the whole of the 
Roman Empire. 






k] 


~ THE EARLY CENTURIES s> 

As the Church moves from the pages of the New Testament and on into the succeeding 
centuries of her history, it is helpful to trace her growth and development in terms of specific 
categories, We shall look first at a category important for all Christian people: doctrine. Did 
she maintain the truth of God as given by Christ and His apostles? Second, what about wor- 
ship? Is there a discernible way in which the people of God have offered a sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving to Him? Third, we will consider Church government. What sort of polity did 
the Church practice? | i | | 
L. Doctrine: Not only did the Church begin under the teaching of the apostles, but she was 
also instructed to “stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word 
Or our epistle” (2Th 2:15), The apostle Paul insisted that those matters delivered by ey 
his fellow apostles, both in person and in the writings that would come to be ed the a 
Testament, be adhered to carefully. Thus, followed such appropriate warnings as ‘in the name 
of Jesus Christ Withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not KOE is 
the tradition which he received from us” (2Th 3:6). The doctrines taught by cheat ae a5) 
disciples are to be safeguarded by “the Church, the pillar and support of the truth” (1° i 3: 
and are not open for renegotiation. — | 


if 
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Midway through the first’ century, a dispute Kat arisen in Antioch over Miherence’t to > Old 
Testament laws. The matter could not be settled there; outside help was needed. The leaders 
of the Antiochian Church, the community which had earlier dispatched Paul and Barnabas as 
missionaries, brought the matter to Jerusalem for consideration by the apostles and elders 
there. The matter was discussed, debated, and a written decision was forthcoming. 


It was James, the brother of the Lord and the first bishop of Jerusalem, who put forth the 
solution to the problem. This settlement, agreed to\ by all concerned at what is known as the 
Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35), set the pattern for the use.of Church councils in the 
centuries ahead to settle doctrinal and moral issues that arose. Thus, throughout the history of 
the Church we find scores of such councils, and on various levels, to settlea matters of dispute 
and to deal with those who do not adhere to. the Apostolic faith. 


The first three hundred years of Christian history were marked by the appearance of cer- 
tain heresies or false teachings such as secret philosophic schemes for the elite (Gnosticism), 
dazzling prophetic aberrations (Montanism), and grave errors regarding the three Persons oP 
the Trinity (Sabellianism). f N (Ogam n vod 

Then, in the early fourth century, a-heresy wie perentidl yot Ohürchiwide distaption iris 
appeared, propagated by one Arius, a presbyter in Alexandria, Egypt. He denied the eternal- 
ity of the Son of God, claiming contrary to the apostles’ doctrine that the Son. was a created 
being who came into existence at a point in time.and thus was not truly God- This deadly 
error struck the Church like a cancer. Turmoil spread,almost’ everywhere. The first Church- 
wide, or Ecumenical, Council met in. Nicea in AD.325,to address this issue: Some 318. 
bishops, along with many priests, deacons and laymen rejected the new teaching of Arius>4) 
and his associates, upholding the apostles’ doctrine of Christ, affirming the eternality of the, 
Son and His consubstantiality with the Father. Their proclamation of the Apostolic teaching 
concerning Christ included a creed, which, with, the additions concerning the Holy Spirit. 
made in 38] at the Council of fronsanpaople, forms the SOSUMEDS AS today call the. |. 
Nicene Creed. 

Between the years 325 nid 787, seven such Ghurelt eds l were held; all dealing) 
first and foremost with some specific challenge to the Apostolic teaching about Jesus Christ.» 
These councils, meeting in the cities of Nicea, Ephesus, Chalcedon, and Constantinople, are i: 
known as the Seven Ecumenical Councils. | f 7 

For the first thousand years of Christian history, the entire Grinch. save for the ereeescll 
embraced and defended the New Testament Apostolic faith.. There was no consequential divi- 
sion. And this one faith, preserved through all trials, attacks and t tests, , this Apostolic octane, 
was Called “the Orthodox faith.” 


2. Worship: Doctrinal purity was tenaciously maintained. But true Christianity ; is far more than 
adherence to a set of correct beliefs alone. The life of the Church i is centrally expressed i in her 
worship, adoration of God the Father, Son, and Holy, Spirit. It was Jesus Himself Who told. 
the woman at the well, “the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him” (Jn 4: 23), 





At the Last Supper, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, the communion service, when He took 
bread and wine, gaye a blessing, and said to His disciples, “This i is My body. which is given for 
you; do this i in remembrance of Me” and “This cup is, the new covenant in My. blood, which Is 
shed for you’ (Lk 22:19, 21). From the New Testament we know the Church par ticipated i in, 
communion at least each Lord’ S Day (Acts 20:7, 11), From such first and second century 
SOUICES as the Didache, the letters of St, Ignatius of Antioch, and St, Justin Martyr, we are as; 
sured the Eucharist i is the very center of Christian worship from the Apostolic era on. 

-| And justas the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets were read in the Temple worship and 
the synagogue in Israel, so the Church also immediately gave high priority to the public reada: 
ing of Scripture and to preaching in her worship, along with the Eucharistic meal. 


l 
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pven before the middle of the first centur 








| y; Christian worship was known by the term 
twee) which literally means “the common work” or “the work of the people.” The early 
jturgy of the Church’s worship was Composed of two, essential, parts, (1) the liturgy of the 
word, including, hymns, Scripture reading, and preaching and (2) the liturgy of the faithful, 
composed of Intercessory prayers, the: kiss of peace, and the Eucharist. From virtually the be- 
ginning, Christian worship has, had a definable shape or form which continues to, this day, 
~ Modern Christians advocating freedom from liturgy in worship are usually shocked to 
learn that spontaneity was never the practice in the ancient Church! A basic pattern or shape of 
Christian worship was observed from: the-start: And.as the Ghurch grew and matured) liturgy | 
matured as well. Hymns, Scripture readings,-and prayers were intertwined in the basic founda- 
non. A clear, purposeful procession through the year, marking and joining in word, song, and 
praise the birth, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
sancitfying crucial aspects of Christian life and experience, was forthcoming. The Christian life 
was lived in reality in the worship of the Church. Far from being routine, the worship of the — 
historic Church participated in the unfolding drama of the richness,and mystery of the Gospel 
itself! : re KARIT: Ji art 

Further; specific landmarks in our salvation and'walk with Christ were celebrated and - 
sanctified. Baptism and the anointing with oil; or chrismation, were there fromthe start. Mar- 
nage, healing, confession oF sin, and ordination to the ministry of the Gospel are other early 
ntes in the Church. On each of these occasions Christians understood, in a great mystery, 
grace and power from (sod were being given according to the individual need of each person. 
The Church saw these events as holy moments in her life! and called them mysteries or sacra- 
ments. SIE E i Jl ! ash 


3. Government: No one seriously questions whether the apostles of Christ led the Church at 
her beginning. They had beén given the commission to preach the Gospel (Mt 28:19, 20) and 
the authority to' forgive or retain sins (Jn 20:23). Theirs was by no means a preaching-only ~~ 
mission! They built the Church itself under Christ’s headship: To govern it, three definite and 
Permanent offices, as taught in the New Testament, were in evidence. <~ NP NSW SgE 


i 


a. The office of bishop. The apostles themselves were the first bishops in the Church. Even 
before Pentecost, after Judas had turned traitor, Peter declared in applying Psalm 108:8, “Let 
his bishopric another take” (Acts 1:20). The word “bishopric” refers, of course, to the office 
of bishop and its use indicates the apostles themselves are, bishops, Some have. mistakenly- 
argued the office of bishop was a later invention, Quite to the contrary, the apostles were. _ 

emselves bishops, and they appointed bishops to succeed them to oversee the Churchin 
Cach locality, | pee sin ate | Hore Tis weeny 

| Occasionally, the objection is still heard that the office of bishop and presbyter were 
originally identical. The terms are used interchangeably in the New Testament while the apos- 
tles Were present, the bishop being the presiding elder in a local church. But after the apostles’ 
faths, the offices of bishop and presbyter soon became distinct throughout the Church, 
Bnatius of Antioch, consecrated bishop by AD 70 in the Church from which Paul and _ 
itnabas had been sent out, writes just after the turn of the century that bishops appointed 
“ME apostles, surrounded by their presbyters, were everywhere in the Church, oo: i 
b. The office of presbyter. Elders or presbyters are mentioned very ¢arly in the life of the 


(C # i k | a a - i i 
<i in Acts and the Epistles. It is evident that in each place a Christian community devel- 
ed ¢ | 
if 


Iders were appointed by the apostles to pastor the people, Fi H| 

ag 4 As time passed, presbyters were referred to in the short form of the word as “prests,” then 

Viel in full view of the fact that the Old Covenant priesthood had been tultilled ihlos 

iton tand that the Church is corporately a priesthood of believers. The priest was not under- 

tole asan intermediary between God and the people nor as a dispenser of grace: It was the 
f the priest to be the presence of Christ in the Christian community, And in the very: ~ 

Ir 


erd, Jesus Christ, the priest was to safeguard 











of the Chief Sheph 








capacity of being the presence 
the flock of God. | 

c. The office of deacon. The third order or office in the government of the New Testament 
Church was the deacon. At first the apostles fulfilled this office themselves. But with the rapid 
growth of the Church, seven initial deacons were selected (Acts 6:1—7) to help carry the 
responsibility of service to those in need. It was one of these deacons, Stephen, who became: 
the first martyr of the Church. is tay | 

Through the centuries, the deacons have not only served the material needs of the 
Church, but have held a key role in the liturgical life of the Church as well. Often called “the 
eyes and ears of the bishop,” many deacons have become priests and ultimately entered the 
episcopal office. i | | 

The authority of the bishop, presbyter, and deacon'was not anciently understood as 
being apart from the people, but always from among the people. In turn the people of 
God were called to submit to. those who ruled over them (Heb 13:17), and they were also 
called to give their agreement to the direction of the leaders for the Church. On a number 
of occasions in history, that “Amen” was not forthcoming, and the bishops of the Church © 
took note and changed course. Later in history, many Church leaders departed from the 
ancient model and usurped authority for themselves. In the minds of some this brought 
the ancient model into question. But the problem was not in the model but in the deviation 
from it. me | 
It should also be mentioned that it was out of the ministry ans ufe of che apostles that the 
people of God, the laity, were established in the Church. Far from being a herd of observers, 
the laity are vital in the effectiveness of the Church. They are the recipients and active users of 
the gifts and grace of the Spirit. Each of the laity has a role in the life and function of the 
Church. Each is to supply something to the whole (1Co 12:7). And it is the responsibility of | 
the bishops, the priests, and the deacons to be sure that this is a reality for the laity. | 

The worship of the Church at the close of its first 1000 years had substantially the same 
shape from place to place. The doctrine was the same. The whole Church confessed one creed, 
the same in every place, and had weathered many attacks. The government of the Church was 
recognizably one everywhere. And this One Church was the Orthodox Church. 


= DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN WEST AND EAST «> 

Tensions began to mount as the first millennium was drawing to a close. While numerous 
doctrinal, political, economic, and cultural factors were working to separate the Church in an 
East-West division, two giant divisive issues ultimately emerged above others: (1) that one 
man, the Pope of Rome, considered himself the universal bishop of the Church and (2) the 
addition of a novel clause to the Church’s creed. | 
1. The Papacy: Among the Twelve, Saint Peter was early acknowledged as the leader. He was 
spokesman for the Twelve before and after Pentecost. He was the first bishop of Antioch and 
later bishop of Rome. No one challenged his role. | | | 

After the death of the apostles, as leadership in the Church developed, the bishop of 
Rome came to be recognized as first in honor, even though all bishops were equals. But after 
nearly 300 years, the bishop of Rome slowly began to assume to himself a role of superiority 
over the others, ultimately claiming to be the only true successor to Peter, The vast majority of 
the other bishops of the Church never questioned Rome's primacy of honor, but they patently 
rejected the Roman bishop’s claim as the universal head of the Church on earth. This assump- 
tion of papal power became one major factor in rending the Roman Church. and all those it 
could gather with it, from the historic Orthodox Church. M 
a i sone i a Creed: A disagreement concerning the Holy Spirit also began to 
develop in the Church, Does the Holy Spirit proceed from the Father Or | Help 
from the Pather and the Son? fnat fear bes ail ate 








Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches, “But when the Helper comes, Whom I shall send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth Who proceeds from the Father, he will testify of Me” 
(Jn 15:26). This is the basic statement in all the New Testament about the Holy Spirit “pro- 
ceeding,” and it is clear: He “proceeds from the Father.” i 

Thus, when the ancient council at Constantinople in AD 381 reaffirmed the Creed of 

Nicea (AD 325), it expanded that Creed to proclaim these familiar words: “And in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and Life-Giver; Who proceeds from the Father, Who is worshipped and glon- 
fied together with the Father and the Son: . : .” ) 
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But two hundred years later, at a‘local council in Toledo, Spain (AD 589), King Reccared 
declared, “the Holy Spirit also should be confessed by us and taught to proceed from the Fa- 
ther and the Son.” The King may have meant well, but he was contradicting Jesus’ teaching, 
confessed by the entire Church, concerning the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, that local Spanish 
council agreed with ‘his ‘error. | ese 

Because of the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, believed by the Church at Niċea and at 
Constantinople and for centuries beyond, there is no reason to believe anything other than 
that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the ‘Rather. | | gs 

But centuries later, in what was at least partially a politically motivated move, the Pope of 
Rome unilaterally changed the ‘universal creed of the Church without an ecumenical council. 
Though this change was initially rejected in both East and West, even by some of Rome’s clos- 
est neighboring bishops, the Pope’ managed ró eventually get the West to capitulate. The 
consequence, of course, in the Western Church has been the tendency to relegate the Holy 
Spirit to a lesser place than God the Father and God the Son. The change may appear small, 
but the consequences have proven disastrously immense: This issue; with the Pope departing 
from the Orthodox doctrine ‘of the Church; became ‘another instrumental cause separating the 
Roman'Church from the historic Orthodox Church, the New Testament Church. ~ 


<=. THE GREAT SCHISM m> ie care 

Conflict between the Roman Pope and the East mounted—especially in the Pope’s dealings 
with the bishop, or patriarch, of Constantinople, The Pope even went so far as to claim the 
authority to decide who should be the bishop of Constantinople, in marked violation of historical 
precedent. No lon ger operating within the government of the New Testament Church, the Pope 
appeared to be seeking by political means to bring the whole Church under his domination. 

Bizarre intrigues followed, one upon the other, as a series of Roman popes pursued this _ 
unswerving goal of attempting to control all, Christendom. Perhaps the most incredible inci- 
dent of these political, religious, and even military schemes occurred in the year 1054, A. 
Cardinal, sent by the Pope, slapped a document on the altar of the Church of Holy Wisdom in 
Constantinople during the Sunday worship, excommunicating the Patriarch of Constantinople 
from the Church! , i sp 

The Pope, of course, had no legitimate right to do this. But the repercussions Were stag- 
bering, Some dismal chapters of Church. history were written during the next decades, The 
Ultimate consequence of the Pope’s action was that the whole Roman Catholic Church ended 
up dividing itself from the New Testament faith of Orthodox Christianity, The schism has 
Never been healed, ido | Aa ey arn | 

As the centuries passed conflict continued. 'Attempts at union failed and the Roman | 

urch drifted farther and farther from its historic roots, There are inevitable consequences in 
*Viating from the Church, The breaking away of Rome from the historic Orthodox Church 
Hf d prove no exception, | KE | | | i | ; 
s» FURTHER DIVISIONS IN THE WEST «> 


During the centuries after AD 1054, the growing distinction between East and West was 
“Coming indelibly marked in history. The East: maintained the full stream of New Testament. 
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faith, worship, and practice—all the while enduring great persecution. The Western or Roman 
Church, crippled because of its schism from the Orthodox Church, bogged down in many 
complex problems. Then, less than five centuries after Rome committed itself to its unilateral 
alteration of doctrine and practice, another upheaval was festering—this time not next door to 
the East, but inside the Western gates themselves. 











Though many in the West had spoken out against Roman domination and practice in ear- 
lier years, now a little-known German monk named Martin Luther inadvertently launched an 
attack against certain Roman Catholic practices which ended up affecting world history. His 
famous Ninety-Five Theses were nailed to the Church door at Wittenburg in 1517. In a short 
time those theses were signalling the start of what came to be called in the West the Protestant 
Reformation. Luther sought an audience with the Pope but was denied, and in 1521-he was 
excommunicated from the Roman Church: He had intended no break with Romie. Its papal 
system of government, heavy with authority, refused conciliation. The door to future unity in 
the West slammed shut with a resounding crash. | 

The protests of Luther were not unnoticed. The reforms he sought in Germany were 
soon accompanied by demands of Ulrich Zwingli in Zurich, John Calvin in Geneva, and: hun- 
dreds of others all over Western Europe. Fueled by complex political, social, and economic 
factors, in addition to religious problems, the Reformation spread like a raging fire into virtu- 
ally every nook and cranny of the Roman Church. The ecclesiastical monopoly to which it had 
grown accustomed was greatly diminished, and massive division replaced its artificial unity, The 
nipple effect of that division impacts even our own day as the Protestant movement itself con- 
tinues to split and shatter. | 

If trouble on the continent were not trouble enough, the Church of England was in the 
process of going its own way as well. Henry VIII, amidst his marital problems, replaced the 
Pope of Rome with himself as head of the Church of England. For only a few short years 
would the Pope ever again have ascendency in England. And the English Church itself would 
soon experience great division. is 

As decade followed decade in the West, the many branches of Protestantism took various 
forms. There were even divisions that insisted they were neither Protestant nor Roman + 
Catholic. All seemed to share a mutual dislike for the Bishop of Rome and the practice of his 
Church, and most wanted far less centralized forms of leadership. While some, such as the | 
Lutherans and Anglicans, held on to certain forms of liturgy and sacrament, others, such as the 
Reformed Churches and the even more radical Anabaptists and their descendants, questioned 
and rejected many biblical ideas of hierarchy, sacrament, historic tradition, and other elements 
of Christian practice, no matter when and where they appeared in history, thinking they were 
freeing themselves of Roman Catholicism. To this day, many sincere, modern, professing 
Christians will reject even the biblical data which speaks of historic Christian practice, simply 
because they think such historic practices are “Roman Catholic.” To use the old adage, they 
threw the baby out with the bathwater without even being aware of it. 

Thus, while retaining, in varying degrees, portions of foundational Christianity, neither 
Protestantism nor Catholicism can lay historic claim to being the true New Testament Church. 
In dividing from the Orthodox Christianity, Rome forfeited its place in the Church of the 
New Testament, In the divisions of the Reformation, the Protestants—as well-meaning as they 
might have been—failed to return to the New Testament Church, 


™ THE ORTHODOX CHURCH TODAY sr. 

But that original Church, the Church of Peter and Paul and the apostles—despite persecu- 
tion, political oppression, and desertion on certain of its flanks—miraculously carries on today 
the same faith and life of the Church of the New Testament. Admittedly, the style of Ortho- 
doxy looks complicated to the modern Protestant eye, and understandably so. But given an 
historical understanding of how the Church has progressed, it may be seen that the simple 
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Christ-centered faith of the apostles is fully preserved in its doctrines, practices, services, and 
even in its architecture. | 

In Orthodoxy today, as in years gone by, the basics of Christian doctrine, worship, and 
government are Never Up for alteration, One cannot be an Orthodox priest, for example, and 
reject the divinity of Christ, His virgin birth, resurrection, ascension into heaven, and second | 
coming. The Church simply has not left its course in nearly 2000 years. It is One, Holy, | 
Catholic, and Apostolic. It is the New Testament Church. The gates of hell have not preyailed 





against It. 

But Orthodoxy is also, in the words of one of her bishops, “the best kept secret in Amer- 
ica.” Though there are more than 225 million Orthodox Christians in the world today, many 
in the West are not familiar with the Church. In North America, for example, the Orthodox 
Church has, until recently, been largely restricted to ethnic boundaries, not spreading much 
beyond the parishes of the committed immigrants that brought the Church to the shores of 
this continent. 

Still, the Holy Spirit has continued His work, causing new people to discover this Church 
of the New Testament. People have begun to find Orthodox Christianity both through the 
writings of the early Church Fathers, and through the humble witness of contemporary Or- 
thodox Christians. Significant numbers of evangelicals, Episcopalians and mainline Protestants 
are becoming Orthodox. And Orthodox student groups are springing up on campuses world- 
wide. The word is getting out. 

What, then, is the Orthodox Church? It is the first Christian Church in history, the 
Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ, described in the pages of the New Testament. Her 
history can be traced in unbroken continuity all the way back to Christ and His Twelve apos- 
tles. 

And what is it that’s missing in the non-Orthodox Churches—even the best of them? 
Fullness. For the fullness of the New Testament faith is to be found only in the New 
Testament Church. Being in the Church does not guarantee all those in it will take advantage 
of the fullness of the faith. But the fullness of the faith is there for those who do. 

For persons who seriously desire the fullness of Orthodox Christianity, action must be 
taken. There must be a return to this Church of the New Testament. Being aware of this an- 
cent Church is not enough. In our time people have had ample opportunity to invesugate and 
decide about the Roman Catholic faith, the Baptist, the Lutheran, and so on. But relatively 
few have taken a serious look at the Orthodox Church. Three specific suggestions will provide 
those interested with a tangible means of becoming acquainted with Orthodox Christianity on 
4 personal basis. 

l. Visit; Look up “Orthodox” or “Eastern Orthodox” in the “Church” section of your Yellow 
Pages, Ask the whereabouts of the nearest Orthodox parish. Pay a visit—several visits. Meet the 
Priest, and ask him to help you study and learn. And be prepared to exercise patience—some- 
umes a portion of the Liturgy is not in English! But the Service Book in the pew will help. 

2, Read: There are a number of books and periodicals immensely helpful to people seeking to 
learn about the Orthodox Church. The Orthodox Church by Kallistos Ware (Penguin); For the 
Life of the World by Alexander Schmemann (St, Vladimir Seminary Press); The Apostolic Fathers 
edited by Jack N, Sparks (Light and Life Publishers), and Becoming Orthodox by Peter E. 
Gillquist, Divine Energy by Jon E. Braun, and AGAIN Magazine (all by Conciliar Press). 

i rite: The people at Conciliar Press (P.O. Box 76, Ben Lomond, CA 95005-0076) have 
pen oteered to answer questions regarding the Orthodox Church from Orthodox Study Bible 
Shatin’ and to suggest further reading, Send your name and address, with a request for infor- 
th Ina day when Christians are realizing anew the centrality and importance of worship, of 
“ Church as the body of Christ, and the need to preserve true Christian faith, the doors of 
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Orthodoxy arè open wide. The invitation is extended to “come and see.” Examine her faith, | 
her worship, her history, her commitment to Christ, her love for God the Father, her ~ J 
communion with the Holy Spirit. a 
For two thousand years the Orthodox Church has by God’s mercy kept the faith delivery | 
once for all to the saints. Within her walls is the fullness of the salvation which was realized | 
when “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16), 2 
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Autl 101— Traditionally, both Jews and Christians believe Moses is the author 
$ and compiler of ee andl of éach a the first five poe of the Bible, the | 
Pentateuch. 


Date—Genesis was written durik Isel s forty years if wandering i in the 
ee wilderness, in the time between the crossing of the Red Sea andthe 
entrance into Canaan. 
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Ma Or 1] IEE The early at. 7 man and of I Israel. Genesis, which means 3 
“origin,” is divided into, two parts. The first i is the, account of the creation of | 
the world and the beginning of the human race with Adam and Eve, and the 
history of their descendants. The second part of Genesis concerns the early 
history of Israel, starting with the three patriarchs, of the Hebrews, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and the: twelve tribes. that were their descendants. God 
created all things good, and although His creation rebelled and sinned against” 





Him, He still loves and cares for His people. 


Back round— Genesis covers the longest time span of 2 any BeOS in the 
Bible, stretching from the creation, of the world to the coming of the 
Hebrews to Egypt. The first three. chapters of Genesis are reflected in the last | 

three chapters of Revelation, the aoe and Omega of writings“ e by 
Inspiration of God” (2Ti 3: be A | 
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I, The Early History of Man (1: tf: OT) on it The Early History of Israel (12: 1—50: 26). 
A. Creation and the Fall of man, A. The patriarchs and tribes of Israel 
(1:1—5:32) - e (12;1—36;42) 
B. Judgment of man by. the Flood and tha B. Israel in Egypt (37: 1—50: 26) 
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“We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible.” These opening words of the Nicene Creed, the central doc- 
‘trinal statement of Christianity, affirm that the One True God is the source of everything 
that exists—both physical and spiritual, both animate and inanimate. The Holy Scriptures 
9 begin with a similarly striking assertion: “In the beginning God made heaven and 
earth.” St. Basil the Great declares: 
In the fear that human reasonings may make you wander from the truth, Moses has 
anticipated inquiry by engraving in our hearts, as a seal and a safeguard, the awesome 
name of God: ‘In the beginning God created.’ It is He—beneficent Nature, 
Goodness without measure, a worthy object of love for all beings endowed with rea- 
son, the beauty the most to be desired, the origin of all that exists . . —it is He who 
‘in the beginning created heaven and earth.’ 


The ever-existent Almighty God was not forced 
goodness and lovingkindness, He freely chose to do so. And the fact that the Lord created the 
universe out of nothing stands in clear contrast to the creation myths of the surrounding cul- 
tures in the ancient world. 
The central role of Jesus Christ, the Word of the Father, in the creation of all things 1s 
plainly stated in the first chapter of the apostle John’s gospel, where it is written, “In the be- 
ginning was the Word,... . All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made.” And the specific, role of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Undi- 
vided Trinity, in the creation of the world is seen in Genesis 1:2 (see also Ps 103:30; 32:6). 
Regarding questions about the scientific accuracy of the Genesis account of creation, and 
about various viewpoints concerning evolution, the Orthodox Church has not dogmatized any 
particular view, What is dogmatically proclaimed is that the One Triune God created). 
everything that exists, and that man was created in a unique way and is alone made in the 1m- 
age and likeness of God (Gn 1:26, 27). The Church Fathers also consistently affirm that each 
species of the animate creation came into existence instantaneously, at the command of God, 
with its seed within itself. | | 
The development of life was not by accident. Rather, Supreme Intelligence and Impene- 
trable Wisdom were at work in the creation and sustenance of all that exists. In discussing 
various scientific theories of his day, St. Basil the Great declared, “If there is anything in this 
[or any other] system which seems probable to you, keep your admiration for the source of 
such perfect order—the wisdom of God.” He also wrote, “We must still remain faithful to the 
principle of true religion and recognize that all that exists is sustained by the Creator’s power.” 
The repeated affirmation “and God saw that it was good” in Genesis 1 underscores the 
intrinsic, fundamental goodness of matter and the whole created order, even after the Fall, This 
understanding is the basis for a sacramental world-view—that the created order not only is 
good, but also can be a means for communion with God, by virtue of being created by 
the All-Good God. Moreover, the astounding beauty, intricate order, and sublime har- ` 
mony of all aspects of Creation, as well as the tremendously vast expanse of the universe 
are intended to draw mankind to an awareness of and appreciation for the Creator í 
and to the worship of Him—and Him alone (see Ps 18:1-4; Rom 1:20). i r 
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to create the universe. Rather, in His 
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Srii The Creation TR | fruit tree bore fruit, whose seed is in itself 

= Inthe beginning God made heaven and | according to its kind on earth. God saw that 
| earth.t2 2The earth was invisible and | it was good. So evening and morning 
unfinished; and darkness was over the | were the third day. | 
deep. [he Spirit of God was hovering over '*Then God said, “Let there be lights in 
the face of the water.t Then God said, “Let | the firmament of heaven for illumination to 
there be light”; and there was light.t ‘God | divide day from night. Let them be for 
saw the light; it was good; and God divided | signs and seasons, and for days and years. 
the light from the darkness.t 5God called | Let them be for illumination in the firma- 
the light Day; the darkness He called | ment of heaven to give light on the earth.” 
Night; and there was evening and morning, | It was so. “Then God made two great 
one day. | lights: the greater light to rule the day, and 

6Then God said, “Let there be a firma- | the lesser light to rule the night. He made 
ment in the midst of the water, and let it di- | the stars also. "God set them in the firma- 
vide the water from the water”; and it was | ment of heaven to give light on the earth, 
so. Thus God made the firmament, and | 8and to rule over the day and over the 
God divided the water under the firmament | night, and to divide the light from the dark- 
from the water above the firmament. 8So | ness. God saw that it was good. 1250 
God called the firmament Heaven, and God | evening and morning were the fourth day. 
saw that it was good; and there was Then God said, “Let the waters bring 
evening and morning, the second day. forth creatures having life, and let birds fly 

Then God said. “Let the water under | above the earth-across the face of heaven's 
heaven be gathered together into one | firmament.” It was so. 21Thus God made 
place, and let the dry land appear”; and it | great sea creatures and every living thing 
was so. The water under heaven was gath- | that moves with which the waters 
ered into its places, and the dry land ap- | abounded, according to their kind, and 
peared. °So God called the dry land Earth, | every winged bird according to its kind. 
and the gathering together of the waters He | God saw that it was good. ? God blessed 
called Seas: and God saw that it was good. | them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth | fill the waters'in the seas, and let birds mul- 
the herb of grass, bearing seed according to | tiply on earth.” 2350 evening and morning 
its kind and likeness; Let the fruit tree bear | were the fifth day. | 
fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its 24Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
kind on earth” It was so. Thus the earth | forth the living creature according to its 
brought forth the herb of grass, bearing | kind: the quadrupeds, the creeping things, | 
seed according to its kind and likeness. The and the wild animals of the earth according | 
SOE RUANI pA r ee ee SS E | 
1:1 God the Father made heaven and earth. “I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of . 
heaven and earth” (Creed). | 
1:2 The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit 
Giver of Life” (Creed). Since He is Lord, H 
faven and earth. 
1:3 God the Father spoke to His Word a 

thanG). Since the Son, too, is Lord, He 
€aven and earth. 

The Holy Fathers teach that the Father ma 

















(BasilG; EphS). He proceeds from the Father, and is “the Lord and 
e is coequal with the Father, and is His Coworker in making 


nd Only-begotten Son, through whom He made the light 
is coequal with the Father, and is His Coworker in making 


de heaven and earth through the Son and in the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, th Trinity made heaven and earth, and the Church sings, “We glorify the Father, we 
exalt the Son, see AEA the Holy Spirit—the indivisible Trinity who exists as One—the Light and 
Lights, the Life and Lives, who grants light and life to the ends of the world” (CanonAnd). 
1:4-25 Since the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit made heaven and earth, They also made every- 
thing mentioned in these verses. 

| | eee (T] 
1:1-3 This pi i Great and Holy Saturday. 

s passage is read during Vespers on Great loty ; eH 
1:1-13 This spain is read during Monday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. It Is also read on the 
EVe of the Feast of the Nativity, during Vespers at the Feast of Theophany, (Epiphany), and at Vespers. . | 
y Great and Holy Saturday. = a oT i Bi as 
14-23 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the 


| 





first week of Great Lent. 
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s>ssTHE HOLY TRINITYseea N 


a) lhe Holy Trinity is revealed both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. In the 
M Old Testament, the Trinity is revealed in subtle ways; in the New Testament, ie ‘Trinity is 

-. revealed fully and plainly, beginning at the Baptism of our Lord. 
The Holy Trinity is one God in three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. These Persons | 
= are distinct, but not separate, and are not three gods. They are One God because They are One 
in essence or nature. The Father is the unbegotten Fountainhead of Deity. The Son is eternally be- 
gotten of the Father (Jn 1:18; 3:16; 16: 28). The Holy Spirit is the Helper (Jn 14:16) and iit of 
Truth (Jn 14:17; 16:13), Who proceeds from the Father Jn 15:26). | 








Y THE HOLY TRINITY CREATED THE WORLD 4 
Genesis 1:1—God the Father created the heavens and the earth. The Creed says: “I believe i in 
one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” i | 
Genesis 1:2—The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit. He hovered over creation in creative pora 
and equality with the Father. He co-created with thè Father. 
Genesis 1:3—-As the Word of God, the Son made the light (Jn 1:1-3). With creative power and | 
equality with the Father, He also co- “created with the Father ‘and the Spirit. . 


Genesis 1:26—The pronouns “Us” and “Our” reveal a plurality of divine. Persons. These Pers 
sons are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit operating in corp icte unity out of the one divine. Nature. } 


THE HOLY TRINITY SAVES THE WORLD | 
Isaiah 63:16—The Father is our Redeemer. He not only created the world but redeems it as 
well. 
Psalm 2:7, 8—The Father’s decree reveals the Son as inheriting the world. This inheritance i is A 
the people saved by the Son. l 
-Isaiah 6:1-3—The words “Holy, Holy, Holy” declare the three Persons who save us, Ae name 
“Lord” declares the one essence of the Three. 
Isaiah 44:3—The Father pours out His Spirit on people like water on he ground: Tie Holy 
Spirit quenches the thirst of the person who thirsts for salvation. 
Isaiah 48:16, 17—The Son declares that the Father and the Spirit sent Him to redeem then on 
world. Although the Son alone became a Man, all three Persons save mankind. hae SD ru | 


| 


THE NEW TESTAMENT AFFIRMS THE HOLY TRINITY (gua 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT » | | 


John 1:1-3—The Word is the Son of God, who was present with the Father at the beginning 
of creation. He was Co-worker with the Father in creating the world. R 

John 8:58— Jesus identifies Himself as having existed before Abraham, Before His coming. in | 
the flesh as Man, Jesus existed as the eternal Son of the Father, for He is begotten from the Father 
before all time “tert ages, He appeared to Moses in the burning bush and proclaimed Himself as. 
“J Am” (Ex 3). 

Acts 2:17—The Holy Spirit’s descent at Pentecost afGirni His presence in the Old Testament) 
(Joel 3:1-5), 

Hebrews 1:8-10—This Scripture affirms the Father is speaking to the Son in Psalms 44:7 and. 
101:26-28, in which the Father acknowledges the Son as God and Creator of the world, For the 
Son was the Father’s Co-worker in creation, | : 


Y THE INCARNATE SON FULLY REVEALS THE HOLY TRINITY & aba 
Luke 1:35—At the Annunciation, the Holy Spirit, the “power” of God the Father (“the 
Highest”), overshadowed the Virgin Mary; and she gave birth to the Son of God in His flesh. 
Matthew 3:16-17—When the Son of God was baptized in the Jordan by John, the 
Father’s voice was heard from heaven, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him like a dove. AS 
the main hymn for the Feast of Theophany says, “When You, O Lord, were baptized i in the 
Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.” 
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to their kind.” It was so. 2 — 





| >So God made | thing that creeps on the earth in which is 
the wild animals of the earth according to | the breath of life.” It was so. *!Then God 
their kind, the cattle according to: their | saw everything He had made, and indeed, it 
kind, and all the creeping things on earth | was very good. So evening and morning 
according to their kind. God saw that it was | were the sixth day.t 
good. Then God said, “Let Us make man 
in Our image, according to Our likeness. Thus heaven and earth and all their 
Let them have dominion over the fish of the adornment were finished.t 2And on the 
sea, over the birds of heaven, over the cat- seventh day God finished the works He 
tle, and over all the earth, and over every | made, and He rested on the seventh day 
creeping thing that moves on the earth.’ | from all the works He made- 2Then God 
"So God made man; in the image of God | blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
He made him; male and female He made because in it He rested from all His works 
them. **Then God blessed them: and God God began to make. | 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill *This is the book of the genesis of heaven 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion | and earth when they were made, in the day 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of | the Lord God made heaven and earth,t@ 
heaven, and over every living thing that | 5before any plant of the field was on earth 
moves on the earth.” and before any herb of the field sprang up. 
“Then God said, “Behold, I have given | For God had not sent rain on the earth, and 
you every seed-bearing herb that sows seed | there was no. man to till the ground: Sbut a 
on the face of all the earth; and every tree | fountain came up from the ground and wa- 
whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be | tered the whole face of the earth. 7Then 
for food. 30] also give every green plantas | God formed man out of dust- from the 
food for all the wild animals of the earth, | ground, and breathed in his face the breath 
for all the birds of heaven, and for every- | of life: and man became a living soul.t 
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1:26-30 The Holy Trinity also made man. God the Father is speaking to God the Son (JohnChr), and He 
uses the personal pronouns Us and Our. These’ pronouns indicate three distinct Persons: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, as noted in 1:1-3. 

The word image is in the singular, and shows the three distinct Persons of the Holy Trinity are one in 
Nature and undivided. For it does not say, “Our images” (HilryP). Therefore, the Holy Trinity is one undi- 
vided nature in three distinct Persons. 

Man is not one in nature with the Holy Trinity. But He was made in the image and likeness of the 
Holy Trinity; and he was made male and female. Therefore, the dignity of each man and each woman is 
this image and likeness. | 3 
1:31 Everything God made, including man, is very good, because God is good. Nothing He made is 
therefore evil in itself. So then, human nature is good in itself, But sin is a free choice of man’s will, and 
tls contrary both to God's nature and human nature. 

2:1-3 God finished the making of heaven and earth for man’s sake. He rested from His creative activity 
on the seventh day to show His love and providential care for man, and to invite man to enjoy this 
npbath-rest For as Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath” 

MK 2:27), | 

Man failed to ke is Sabbath-rest. But Jesus fulfilled it for man by resting in the tomb on Great 

and Holy ila said on the cross, “It is finished” (Jn 19:30). For He destroyed sin and death, 
Nd rose again on the first day of the week. Through His saving work on man’s behalf, He is man’s 

*abbath-rest and He now invites all to find rest in Himself (Mt 11:28-30). 

“4 Here the Book of Genesis refers to itself by name. yoo P 
7 God formed Adam's body out of dust from the ground. The breath of life is the grace of the Holy 

; Pirit, the Giver of Life (the Creed), God breathed the breath of life into man’s body, and he became a 

the soul, Therefore, Adam was a living soul because he possessed a body, a soul, and the grace of the 

Y Spirit. | | | 

After He ro: ec sus breathed on His disciples, and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” . 

un 20:22), =i bri ut ted grace of the Spirit, but through His Resurrection Jesus supplies His 

disciples abundantly with the life-giving grace of the Spirit. A disciple’s responsibility is to live by this grace. 

242:3 This passage is read during Wednesday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 

‘4-19 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 
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GENESIS 2:8 6 
s The Garden of Eden > 
‘Then the Lord God planted a garden | 
eastward in Eden, and there He put the 
man He formed.t 9Besides this; God caused 
every tree beautiful to the sight and good 
for food to grow from the ground. Also, in 
the middle of the garden were the tree of | 
life and the tree of learning the knowledge 
of good and evil. !"Now a river went out of 
Eden to water the garden, and from there it- 
separated into four heads. !!The name of 
the first is Pishon. It circles all the Jand of 
Havilah, where there is gold. !2And the gold 
of that land is good. The carbuncle andthe 
emerald are there as well. 8The name of 
the second river is Gihon. It circles all the 
land of Ethiopia. “The name of the third | one flesh.” 25Now the two were naked, both 
river is Tigris. It flows over against the As- | Adam and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
syrians. And the fourth river is Euphrates. | | | Fral 
Then the Lord God took the man He | <~ The Fall of Mankind => | 
formed and put him in the garden to tend | 4 Now the serpent was more cunning 
and keep it. “And the Lord God com- | a? than all the wild animals the Lord'God 
manded Adam, saying, “You may eat féed made on the earth: And he said to the 
from every tree in the garden; but from | woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You. shall 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil | not eat from every tree of the garden’?’t 
you may not eat; for in whatever day you | 7And the woman said to: the serpent, “We 
eat from it, you shall die by death.” may eat the fruit from the trees of the gar- 
'8And the Lord God said, “It is not good | den; but from the fruit-of the tree in the 
for man to be alone. I will make him a middle of the garden, God said; ‘You shall 
helper comparable to him.”t !%Also, God | not eat from it, nor shall you touch ft, lest 
formed out of the ground all the wild ani- | you die.’” 4Then the serpent said to the 
mals of the field and all the birds of heaven, | woman, “You shall not die by death. 5For 
and brought them to Adam to see what he | God knows in the day you eat from it your 
would call them. Thus whatever Adam | eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
re Ne E TT Ga S O ATE Ce ea ae a a 
2:8-17 God gave man a place and a law (AthanG). The place was Paradise, and the law was the com- 
mandment given in 2:16, 17, Man was to obey this commandment through the grace of God the Word. 
If he was obedient, he would enjoy the blessings of Paradise. But if he were to disobey the command- 
ment, he would die and his body would decay in the grave (“die by death,” AthanG). | 
2:18-25 God, not man, established the law of marriage; therefore, marriage is holy. In the marriage 
union, the husband and wife become one flesh (v. 24), which St. Paul calls “a great mystery” (Eph 5:32). 
This mystery is so great and wonderful that a man will leave his father and mother with their blessing, ) 
and be joined to a woman in marriage. In this joining, he will be devoted to her with sacrificial love 
and devotion, and she to him. | me geet gpn: 
This great mystery points to the greater mystery: the marriage of Christ and His Bride, the Church " 
(Eph 5:22-33). For He left His Father and became Man to seek a Bride. He loved His Bride and gave Him- 
self for her. And in his divine vision of the new heaven and earth, the apostle John saw this Bride, the 
“New Jerusalern, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" 
Rev 21:1, 2). © i | 7 
sah The serpent is the devil (2Co 11:3; Rev 12:9), and he tempted Eve. He contradicted God's 
commandment (2:16, 17) by denying death and decay in the grave as the penalty for disobedience (you 
shall not die by death). He also tempted Eve with the promise of deification (you will be like gods, 
knowing good and evil). But deification comes through obedience to God, not through disobedience. 
Nevertheless, Eve was deceived, and thus disobeyed God. She, in turn, gave the fruit to her husband, 
and he ate. In his disobedience, he willed contrary to the will of God, and thus ate. His free will was the 
first thing to suffer in the Fall, and thus is the first thing that needs healing in man (JohnDm). 















called each living creature, that was its 
name. 29So Adam gave names to all the cat- 
tle, to all the birds of heaven, and to all the 
wild animals of the field. But for Adam 
there was not found a helper comparable to 
him.” “Thus God brought a trance upon 
Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and filled up the flesh in’ its place. 
“Then the Lord God built the rib He took 
from Adam into a woman, and brought her 
to him. So Adam said, “This is now bone 
of my bones, and flesh’ of my flesh. She 
l 








Shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. 24For this reason a man 
Shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife; and the two shall become 
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2:20—3:20 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 

















>>>8 ANCESTRAL SINsacqe 


>} In the Old Testament account of creation, God created mankind and established a place 
for him called Paradise. He also gave him a commandment regarding the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil: “And the Lord God commanded Adam, saying, ‘You may 
eat food from every tree in the garden; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you may not eat; for in whatever day you eat from it, you shall die by death’” — 
(Gn 2:16, 17). In that Adam and Eve did not physically die the day they ate from the tree, the 
words “you shall die” indicate a spiritual death through separation from God. phe 
Ancestral sin is the disobedience of Adam to God’s command regarding the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Adam willingly disobeyed this commandment and diverted him- 
self, or fell, from God’s path to perfection, thus separating himself from His Creator, the 
Source of life. | } 


“ WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL? © i 

l This Fall of Adam caused mankind to become subject tomortality. While this is often 
seen mainly as a punishment, or penalty, the emphasis concerning God’s judgments on Adam 
and Eve at the Fall is best understood in‘ terms of His mercy. So, for‘example, concerning. - 
man’s mortality (Gn 3:19), St. Gregory the Theologian states, “Yet here too He provides a 
benefit—namely death, which cuts off sin, so that evil may not be everlasting. Thus His pun- 
ishment is changed into a mercy.” Di Wia 

2 We who are of Adam’s race are not guilty because of Adam’s sin, but because of our 
own sin. However, because all of mankind fell away from the grace of God through Adam’s © 
disobedience, man now has a propensity, a disposition, an inclination towards sin} because just 
as death entered the world through sin, now sin enters through fear of death. Tn 


3 Mankind’s strong propensity to commit sin reveals that in the Fall, the image of God — 


in man (Gn 1:26, 27) is also fallen. However, the ancient Fathers emphasize that the divine — 
image in man has not been totally corrupted or obliterated. Human nature remains inherently 
good after the Fall; mankind is not totally depraved. People are still capable of doing good, _ 


although bondage to death and the influences of the devil can dull their perception of what is 


g00d and lead them into all kinds of evil. | | | | ie 

4 Adam’s Fall not only brought mortality and sin into the world, but also sweat, toil, 
hunger, thirst, weariness, sorrow, pain, suffering, sickness, tribulations, tragedy and tears. 

5. Eyen after the Fall, the intellectual, desiring and incensive (forceful or driving) aspects 
of the soul are natural and therefore neutral. They can be used in a good way, or ina bad, _. 
harmful way. For instance, desire is very good when one directs it towards God. But when de- 
HC 1S out of control, one may use it in very inappropriate ways, such as becoming gluttonous 
o desiring another person’s spouse. The classic analogy is that these powers of the soul are 

iron, which can- be made into a plow. to help grow food, or into a sword to be used to kill 
someone ald 4 


Christ, by His Death and Resurrection, conquered the devil and death, freeing 
Mankind from the fear of death (Heb 2:14-15) and making possible a more complete 
allo aon between God and man than was ever possible before. This communion 
dea 4 People to become “partakers of the divine nature (2Pr 1:4), to transcend 

‘h and, ultimately, all the consequences of the Fall, 
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GENESIS 3:6 8 
gods, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the | recourse will be to your husband, and he 
woman saw the tree was good for food, was | shall rule over you.” Then to Adam He 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree beautiful to | said, “Because you heeded the voice of your 
contemplate, She took its fruit and ate. She | wife, and ate from the one tree of which I 
also gave it to her husband with her, and he | commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat 
ate. ‘Then the eyes of the two were opened, | from it,’ cursed is the ground in your 
and they knew they were naked. So they | labors. In toil you shall eat from it all the 
sewed fig leaves together and made them- | days of your life.t !8Both thorns and thistles 
selves coverings. it shall bring forth for you, and you shall 
‘Then they heard the voice of the Lord | eat the herb of the field. !9In the sweat of 
God walking in the garden that afternoon, | your face you shall eat bread till you return 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves | to the ground from which you were taken. 
within the tree in the middle of the garden | Earth you are, and to earth you shall re- 
from the presence of the Lord God.t 9S0 the | turn.” 2°So Adam called his wife’s name 
Lord God called Adam and said to him, Life, because she was the mother of all liv- 
“Adam, where are you?” !°He replied, “J | M8. | | 
heard Your voice as You were walking in the |. “Also for Adam and his wife the Lord 
garden, and I was afraid because I was | G0d made garments of skin, and clothed 
naked; so I hid myself.” !!Thus He said, | “em. **Then the Lord God said, “Behold, 
“Who said you were naked? Have you | fe man has become like one of Us, to 
eaten from the one tree from which I com- | S20wW good and evil. Now, lest he put out 
manded you not to eat?” !2Then Adam said, | MS hand and take also of the tree of life, 
“The woman You gave me, gave me of the | 294 eat, and live forever—” therefore the 
tree, and I ate.” '3So the Lord God said to | LO%4 God sent him out of the garden of 
the woman, “What is this you have done?” meh to cullivaie the  eroundi Iron 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived A a he ee taken. ‘So He cast out 
me, and I ate.” '*Thus the Lord God said to am, and made shim dwell OPROSKE the 
the serpent, “Because you have done this, | 2¢7¢" of pleasure. He then stationed the 
ts > cherubim and the fiery sword which turns 
you are cursed more than all cattle, and } 


more than all the wild animals of the earth. | ee way to guard the way to the tree of 


On your breast and belly you shall go, and 

you shall eat dust all the days of your life. = Cain Kills Abel «> 

5I will put enmity between you and the | 4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she 

woman, and between your seed and her | “E conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I 

seed. He shall bruise your head, and you | have acquired a man through God.”t 2Then 

shall be on guard for His heel.”t she bore again, this time his brother Abel. 
‘To the woman He said, “I will greatly | Now Abel was a shepherd of sheep, but 

multiply your pain and your groaning, and | Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3Now in the 

in pain you shall bring forth children. Your | process of time Cain brought a sacrifice to 
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3:8 Adam and Eve now had a fallen will and tried to hide from God. Fallen man now has a fallen will, 
thus he has a tendency to run away from God. But the grace of Christ heals the will of those who re- 
turn to Him through repentance, so they might freely pursue God and do His will. 

3:15 The woman’s seed is first Christ, and second His Church (Gal 3:16, 26). The serpent’s seed are those 
who reject Christ and follow the devil (1Jn 3:8-10). Christ destroyed the devil through the cross (bruise 
your head). 

3:17-20 Adam's disobedience cursed the ground and placed mankind under toil and labor until his end 
in death and decay in the grave (return to the ground). For death and decay in the grave entered the 
world through him (Rom 5:12). 

3:24 Because of Adam, man is born outside Paradise. The tree of life prefigures Christ, through whom 
man regains Paradise, 

4:1, 2 Cain and Abel came into existence through God and through Adam and Eve. Each came into ex- 
istence at the moment of conception (she conceived) and was born nine months later. God brings every 
human being into existence in the womb of the mother at the moment of conception, His creative ac- 
ivity is simultaneous with conception. ; 
tivity is simultan p a Tee 
3:21—4:7 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 











L 
aie also brought a sacrifice from the 
arstborn of his flock and of their fat. The 
Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5but 
He did not respect Cain and his sacrifices. 
So Cain was extremely sorrowful, and his 
countenance fell. 6So the Lord said to 
Cain, “Why are you extremely sorrowful? 
And why has your countenance fallen?t 
Did you not sin, even though you brought 
it rightly, but did not divide it rightly? Be 
still; his recourse shall be to you; and you 
shall rule over him.”t 

Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; 
and it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and killed him.™ Then God said to 
Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He 
replied, “I do not Know. Am | my brother’s 
keeper?”t 0Thus God said, “What have you 
done? The voice of your brother’s blood 
cries out to Me from the eround. |'So now 
you are cursed from the earth, which has 
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. !2When you till the 
ground, it shall no longer yield its strength 
to you. You will be groaning and trembling 
on the earth.” !2Then Cain said to the Lord, 
My guilt is too great to be forgiven!t 

Surely You have driven me out this day 





i ord from the fruits of the ground 


GENESIS 4:23 


from the face of the ground: I shall be hid- 
den from Your face; I shall be groaning and 
trembling on the earth. Then it will happen 








| If anyone finds me, he will kill me.” So the 


Lord God said to him, “Not so! Whoever 
kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold.” Thus the Lord set a sign on 


Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill 


him. '°Then Cain went out from the pres- 
ence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of 
Nod opposite Eden.t 


æ. Cain’s Family 7- 

17 And Cain knew. his wife, and she con- 
ceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, 
and called the name of the city after the 
name of his son Enoch. !8To Enoch was 
born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael; and 
Mehujael begot Methushael; and Methu- 
shael begot Lamech. !9Then Lamech took 
two wives for himself: the name of one was 
Adah, and the name of the second was Zil- 
lah. 2°So Adah bore Jabal. He was the fa- 
ther of those who dwell in tents and have 
livestock. 2!His brother’s name was Jubal. 
He is the one who invented the psaltery 
and harp. 22As for Zillah, she also bore 
Tubal-Cain, a smith and a manufacturer of 
bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal- 
Cain was Naamah. Then Lamech said to 
his wives Adah and Zillah: 


4:3, 4 Both Cain and Abel worshiped the Lord and brought sacrifices to Him, The Lord accepted Abel 
and his gifts, because Abel had a good and discerning heart. He discerned through faith the Lord's com- 
ng Incarnation and His sacrifice as a lamb for the salvation of the world. (See also Mt 23:35; Lk 11:51; 


Heb 11:4; 12:24), 


45 The Lord rejected Cain and his gifts. Why? The inward state of his heart was not right with God. As 
a 3:12 says of him, “who was of the wicked one.” His passions are described in Jude 11 as “the way of 
in,” i i 


4:6 Cain! 
mn 5$ Way was characterized by 
w, made manifest in his fallen 


his sinful passions that dominated him. One of these was extreme 
countenance. His arrogant worship was rejected, and he fell into 


€o : AR l | \umilitv a apentanc 
pate PPosite condition of extreme sorrow. Whereas godly sorrow leads one to humility and repentance, 


r | sed 
“EME sorrow nullities both. 


7 Because the Srii a is bring him to 
| use loved Cain, He sought to bring NIM tOo TEPS 
mmended hi =! madhari ip (brought it rightly) 
Fight | | him for having the right worship (brought bab Riis dealin s 
eart (di er rs Pi rh ded him to still his heart (be still) 
eet divide it rightly): He n ASOD He also commanded him to be his brother's 


th 
for j 
keen Was filled with turbulence because of the p 
Ifar im! : : . t 
Yunaa. | are, As Cain's parents looked ou 
a, er brother, P 


4:9 | 
‘nnn rejected the notion that he was his brother's kee 
wilful a his guilt as an excuse to avoid repentance, 


y allowed his passions to blind his heart. 

€ name Nod means “one who wanders a 
taas y. AARAA 
This Passage is read during Tues 


k 





1 Per, as this ic | \v the words recourse an 
Abe AEE wn atis meant py tie W for his welfare, he too should show the same love to his 


Murder ever, Cain refused to deal with his passions through 


repentance (did you not sin). He 
but reproved him for not having a 
through repentance, 


d rule. As the eldest, he was responsible for 


per and thus responsible for his welfare. 
for he did not believe in the grace of God. 


way from God." Such was Cain’s state. 
pa 
day Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 





repentance, and his anger led to hate and. 


GENESIS 4:24 _ 


“Hear my voice, you wives of Lamech, 
And listen carefully to my words, 
Because I killed a man for wounding 

me 
And a young man for hurting me. 
24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 





Again Adam knew his wife Eve, and 
she conceived and bore a son, and he 
named him Seth, saying, “God has ap- 
pointed another seed for me instead of 
Abel, whom Cain killed.”t 26As for Seth, to 
him also a son was born. He named him 
Enosh, and he hoped in the Lord God and 
called upon His name.t . 


=. The Descendants of Adam = 


This is the book of the genesis- of | 
mankind in the day God made Adam, | 


whom He made in God’s: image.™ 2He 
made them male and female, and blessed 
them; and the day He made them He called 
his name Adam. “Now Adam lived two hun- 


dred and thirty years, and begot a son | 


LE ae 
and he begot 











sons and daughters.t 5S0 ay — 
the days Adam lived were nine hundred ` 
and thirty years, and he died. 

6Now Seth lived two hundred and five 
years, and begot Enosh. ‘After he begot 
Enosh, Seth lived seven hundred and seven ` 
years, and begot sons and daughters. 8S — 
all the days of Seth were nine hundred and 
twelve years, and he died. 

INow .Enosh lived one hundred and 
ninety years, and begot Cainan. !°After he 
begot Cainan, Enosh lived seven hundred 
and fifteen years, and begot sons and | 
daughters. !!So,all the days of Enosh were 
nine hundred and five years, and he died. 

l2Now Cainan lived one hundred and 





| seventy vears, and begot Mahalalel. After 


he begot: Mahalalel, Cainan lived seven | 
hundred and forty years, and begot sons 
and daughters. !}4So ali the days of Cainan | 
were nine hundred. and ten years, and he 
died. 3 ) ne O -AG 

lSNow Mahalalel lived one hundred and 
sixty-five years, and begot Jared. After he © 


according to his form and image, and | begot Jared, Mahalalel lived seven hundred 
named him Seth.t 4After he begot Seth, the | and thirty years, and: begot sons and 


days of Adam were seven hundred years; 


daughters. !7So all the days of Mahalalel 





4:25 The name Seth signifies that God compensated Adam and Eve by raising up Seth in the place of 
Abel—out of death comes life. As such, Seth is a type of Christ's Resurrection, which overcomes the way 
of Cain and compensates the faithful for the ills they have undergone. Christ's genealogy is traced 
through Seth to Adam, showing that the true God became incarnate as true Man in order to compen- 


sate all who call upon His Name (Lk 3:38). 


4:26 In contrast to Cain’s offspring, Seth's offspring, Enosh, hoped in the Lord and called on His name. 
For this is the way of salvation. “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Joel 2:32; 


Rom 10:13). 


5:1, 2 Here, the Book of Genesis refers to itself a second time. In 2:4 it calls itself “the book of the gen- 
esis of heaven and earth.” Here it is the book of the genesis of mankind. Creation has a beginning of | 
existence and an end. This does not mean creation in itself will come to an end. Rather, its beginning 
points to its end purpose—the Incarnation of God the Word. Man's very existence foreshadows His com“ 
ing in the flesh to draw to the Father all who will come. | B 

5:3 Seth was begotten from Adam and Eve. This threefold relationship illustrates, to a certain extent, 
the Holy Trinity. Adam had no human father. He was begotten by no one. Thus, he was unbegotten. 
Seth was begotten from Adam. Eve was neither unbegotten nor begotten. Instead she proceeded from 
Adam (2:21). Therefore, Eve and Seth were related to the unbegotten Adam, but each ina unique mal 
ner—Eve proceeded from Adam, but Seth was begotten from him. Each person had his or her own dis- 
tinct and unique properties—unbegotten, begotten, and proceeding—but all three possessed the same 


human nature. 


Similarly, the manner in which these three existed images the Holy Trinity. God the Father is Un got 
ten; God the Son is Begotten from the Father; and God the Holy Spirit cranes from the Father. Thee 
distinct and unique properties—unbegotten, begotten, and proceeding—distinguish each of the indi- ` 


vidual Persons of the Holy Trinity from each other; yet, They are one in nature (JohnDm), | 
5:4-28 This passage focuses on the genealogy of Christ (Lk 3:23-38) and the reality of death and decay 
in the grave—the debt man owed to the broken commandment in the Garden of Eden. The Word be | 
came flesh to abolish death and decay through His death and Resurrection, and to release man from — 


the debt he owed (AthanG). | 








=M= - 


5:1-24 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 
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maaa © Ce __ GENESIS 6:8 
were eight hundred and ninety-five years, | the days of Lamech were seven hundred 
and he died. | | and fifty-three years, and he died. 

I8sNow Jared lived one hundred and 32And Noah was five hundred years old, 
sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. !9After | and he begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.® 
he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred | 
years, and begot sons and daughters, 20So “~ Man’s Wickedness = 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred Now it came to pass that men began to 
and sixty-two years, and he died. exist in great numbers on the earth, and 

Now Enoch lived one hundred anq | daughters were born to them. 2So when the 
sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. | sons of God saw the daughters of men were 
#After he begot Methuselah, Enoch was | beautiful, they took wives for themselves of 
well-pleasing to God for two hundred | all they chose. 3Then the Lord God said, 
years, and begot sons and daughters. 23So | “My Spirit shall not remain with these peo- 
all the days of Enoch were three hundred | ple forever, for they are flesh. So their days 
and sixty-five years. 24Thus Enoch was | shall be one hundred and twenty years.”t 
well-pleasing to God, and was not found, | ‘Now there were giants on the earth in 
for God translated him. those days, and also afterward, when the 

“Now Methuselah lived one hundred | sons of God came in to the daughters of 
and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. | men and they bore children to them. Those 
“After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived | were the mighty men of old, men of renown. 
seven hundred and eighty-two years, and| ®°Then the Lord God saw man’s wicked- 
begot sons and daughters. 27So all the days | ness, that it was great in the earth, and 
of Methuselah were nine hundred ‘and | every intent of the thoughts within his 
sixty-nine years. and he died. | heart was only evil continually.t ®So God 

Now Lamech lived one hundred and | was grieved that He had made man on the 
eighty-eight years, and begot a son. 2°And | earth, and He thought this over.t 7Then God 
he called his name Noah, saying, “He will said, “I will blot out man whom I created 
give us rest from our work and the toil'of | from the face of the earth, from man to cat- 
our hands, because of the ground the Lord | tle, and from the creeping things to the 
od cursed.”t 30After he begot Noah, | birds of heaven, for I am grieved I made 
Lamech lived five hundred and sixty-five | them.”t But Noah found grace in the pres- 
years, and had sons and daughters. 3!So all | ence of the Lord God.t 
3:29-32 Noah is born into incarnational history, and he is a key ancestor in Christ's genealogy (Lk 3:36), 
for the next several chapters focus on him and his family. | 
Lamech named his son Noah, and as 5:29 points out, this name means “to give rest.” For he would 
give them rest from our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground the Lord God cursed. In 

Ss meaning, Noah is a type of Christ, who said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and | will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). Be: 
6:3 In his disobedience and expulsion from Paradise, man lost the grace of the Holy Spirit (My Spirit shall 
Not remain). Nevertheless, His grace was always available to man, but man continually refused it (for they 
are flesh). So God gave them a grace period of one hundred and twenty years to come to repentance. 
2 Without the grace of the Holy Spirit, man is easily overcome by the devil, for his willpower alone is 
capable of resisting the devil’s temptations. Furthermore, his will was weakened through his disobedi- 
ence and expulsion from Paradise. But he willfully refused God's helping grace (every intent . . . was 
only evil continually). 

'9 SO God was grieved over man’s condition, Murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, and every man- 
th. Of sin Were rampant everywhere. The human race was in danger of disappearing from the face of 
gig cath (AthanG) 





æ a 


a 


H God was grieved over these people He created, and swore to blot them out . . . from the face of the 
arth, Yet He gave them a grace period of one hundred and twenty years to respond to the grace of 
: 2 Holy Spirit. Their refusal brought judgment upon themselves, for they had no excuses for not re- ) 
G: nding to the grace of God. ae a oh 
isca = Noah was different from the rest, for he discovered the grace of the Holy Spirit. Because of this 
Nand Od would preserve a remnant, through which God the Word would become Man. For He 
Nd become Man through Noah's “genealogy” (wv. 9, 10; Lk 3:36), 0 | ig 
32—6:8 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 
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. Righteous Noah Builds the Ark UP ter into the ark with you, male and female, 
This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah | to keep them alive. 2!You shall also take for 
was a righteous man, who was perfect in | yourself all kinds of food to eat, and you 


his generation and well-pleasing to God.t4 shall gather it both for yourself and for 
iSo Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, them.” 22 Thus Noah did according to all pes 















and Japheth. Lord God commanded him, so he did. 
Now the earth was corrupt before God | ` The Ficod ns 

and filled with unrighteousness.t !2Thus | , Theniite Lord. God said to; Noal 

the Lord God looked upon the earth, and “Enter the ark, you and all your family, 


indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh cor- ou righteous before 
rupted their way on the earth. Then God oH ase te ENAR to ou shall also 
said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come | pring with you into the ark the clean cattle 
before Me, for the earth is filled with un- by sevens, male and female; and the 
righteousness through them; and behold, 1 | unclean cattle by twos, male and female;t 
will destroy them with the earth. “Make | 33nd the clean birds of heaven by twos, 
yourself an ark of square timber. You shall | male and female, to keep seed alive on the 
make the ark in compartments, and cover it face of all the earth. *For after seven more 
inside and outside with pitch.t !*Thus you | gays | will cause it to rain on the earth forty 
shall make the ark: three hundred cubits in | days and forty: nights, and I, will blot out 
length, fifty cubits in breadth, and thirty | from the face of the earth every living thing 
cubits in height. !6Now when you asseimbie | 1 made.” 5So Noah did all the Lord God 
the ark, you shall gradually finish it up to a | commanded him. | 
cubit at the top, and set the door in its side. 6éNow Noah was. six hundred years old 
You shall make the ark with lower, second, | when the flood of waters came. on the 
and third stories. '7And behold, I am bring- | earth. ™7Then Noah, with his sons, his wife, 
ing a flood of water on the earth, to destroy | and his sons’ wives; entered the ark be- 
from under heaven all flesh in which is the | cause of the flood waters. 8Also the clean 
breath of life. Whatever is on the earth shall | and unclean birds, the clean and unclean 
die. 8But I will establish My covenant with | cattle, and everything that creeps on the 
you; and you shall go into the ark—you, | earth, entered with.Noah into the ark, two 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives | by two, male and female, as God com- 
with you. !9From every living thing of all | manded him. !°Then it came to pass after 
flesh you shall bring two of every kind into | seven days, the waters of the flood came 
the ark, to keep them alive with you; they | upon the earth. ''In the six-hundredth year 
shall be male and female. 2°Of the birds af- | of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
ter their kind, of animals after their kind, | seventeenth day of the month, on that day, 
and of every creeping thing on the earth af- | all the fountains of the great deep were 
ter its kind, two of every kind, they will en- | broken up, and the floodgates of heaven 
6:9 Noah was a righteous man because he Eee the grace of the Holy Spirit, through which man be- 
comes righteous. He was perfect because through the grace of the Holy Spirit he obeyed everything 
God told him to do (6:22). His righteous living was well-pleasing to God. 
6:11-13 The earth was corrupt . . . and filled with unrighteousness because of man’ s willful refusal to. 
become righteous through the grace of the Holy Spirit (corrupted their way on the earth). Their un- 
righteousness was their own fault (through them), for they had every opportunity to come to repen: ~ 
tance, 
6:14-21 The ark was a type of the Mother of God with Christ and the Church in her womb (Akath). The 
floodwaters were a type of baptism, in which we are saved (1Pt 3:18-22). 
7:1 The Lord God made Noah righteous through faith, by which he pleased God (Heb 11:6, 7). isin 
the grace of the Holy Spirit he obeyed everything God commanded him to do, So he and his family en 
tered the ark, which typified salvation. A 
7:2-15 Noah's faith also saved the animals, The whole creation will be saved through the children of - 
God (Rom 8:18-22), . | : | J 
»=[]= | 
6:9-22 This passage is read arin Nene Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 
7:1-5 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 
7:6-9 This passage is read during Wednesday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 
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were opened. Then it rained on the earth 
forty days and forty nights. On the very 
same day Noah and his wife, his sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and their wives 
entered the ark. '*AlIso, all the wild animals 
after their kind, all cattle after their kind, 
every creeping thing moving upon the 
earth after its kind, and every bird after its 
kind, entered the ark with Noah, two by | 
two, of all flesh in which is the breath of 
life. '6So those that entered, male and fe- 





male of all flesh, went in. as God com- 
manded him. Then the Lord God shut him > 
in the.ark.t 

17Now the flood was on the earth forty | 
days and forty nights. [he waters increased | 
and lifted up the ark, and if rose high above | 
the earth. 8S0 the waters prevailed and | 
greatly increased/on the earth, and the ark | 
moved about on the surface of the waters. | 
The waters prevailed exceedingly on the | 
earth, and all the high mountains under the 
whole heaven were covered. “Tne waters 
prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and cov- 
ered all the high mountains. *!And all flesh 
died that moves on the earth: birds and cat- 
tle, wild animals, and every creeping thing 
that moves on the earth, and every man. 
2Thus all things in whose nostrils was the 
breath of life, and everything on dry land, 
died. 23So He blotted out all living things on 
the face of the earth: both man and cattle, 
creeping things and the birds of heaven. 
They were blotted out from the earth. Only 
Noah and those with him in the ark re- 
mained alive. 24Now the waters prevailed 
on the earth one hundred and fifty days, 
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~ The Flood Ceases “> — 

Then God’ remembered Noah, and 
S whatever was with him in the ark: all 
the wild animals, all the cattle, all the birds, 
and all the creeping things. And God made 
a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waters subsided.t ?The fountains of the 


| deep and the floodgates of heaven were 


also stopped, and the rain from heaven was 
restrained. 2And the waters receded contin- 
ually from the earth. At the end of the hun- 
dred and fifty days the waters decreased. 
4Then the ark rested in the seventh month, 
on the seventeenth day of the month, on the 
mountains’ of Ararat: 5And the waters 
decreased continually until the- tenth 
month. In the tenth month, on the first day 
of the month, the tops of the mountains 
were Seen: f 

6So it: came to pass, at the end of forty 
days; Noah opened the window of the ark 
he had made. "Then he ‘sent out a raven, 
which kept going to and fro until the waters 
dried: up from the earth. *He also: sent out 
from himself a dove, to ‘see if the waters 
had receded from:the face of the ground. 
9But the dove found no resting place for the 


sole of her foot, and she returned to him in 


the ark; for the waters were on the face of 
the whole earth. So he put out his hand and 
took her, and brought her to himself in the 
ark. !°Then he waited yet another seven 
days, and again he sent out the dove from 
the ark.t |! The dove’ returned to him in the 
evening, and behold, a freshly plucked 
olive leaf was in her, mouth; and Noah 
knew the waters had receded from the 


earth. '2So he waited yet another seven 


7:16-24 The Lord God closed the door of the ark, for He is the Judge and determines who is in and 
who is out. The people on the outside were going about their usual manner of life—buying, selling 
eating, drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage—but they were indifferent to God and His grace. 
The Flood caught them unawares, but it was too late for them to respond. So it will be in the Day of 


Judgment (Mt 24:37-39; Lk 17:26, 27; 2Pt 2:4, 5). 


8:1 God remembered Noah and saved him from the floodwaters, for He made a wind that caused the 


waters to subside. Noah was saved because God remembered him. This ret . 
scriptures speak of God remembering man in salvation, For Saai SORE n Saamna Yolk iag: 
este O Lord, / And Your mercy, for they are from of old. / Do not remember the sins of my youth, 
O iE EAN ita / But remember me according to Your mercy, / Because of Your loving-kindness, 
| Aldea. w ieron the cross said to Jesus, Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
| a eei o him, “Assuredly, | say to'you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Lk 23:42-43). 
anet in ith ia as ce the Holy Spirit (Mt 3:16), who caused the Holy Virgin to conceive 
| teries (Sacraments) of the Church (Service of hpa adoi care a mh ki i menea MSS 
7:11—8:3 This p ij a -D~ 
“ne et passage'isiread:during Thursday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. | - 
[his passage is read during Friday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 
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days and again sent out the dove; however, 
she did not return to him any more. “And 
it came to pass in the six hundred and first 
year of Noah’s life, in the first month, on 
the first day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from the earth; and Noah removed 
the covering of the ark and looked, and in- 
deed, the surface of the ground was dry. 
l4Now in the second month, on the twenty- 
seventh day of the month, the earth was 
dried. 





\5Then the Lord God spoke to Noah, say- 


ing, !6“Go out of the ark, you and your wife, 
and your sons and their wives with you. 
l7Also, bring: out with you every living 
thing of all flesh: birds and cattle and every 
creeping thing that moves upon the earth, 
so they may abound on the earth, and in- 
crease and multiply on the earth” \8So 
Noah went out, along with his wife and his 
sons and their wives. Every animal, every 
bird, and every creeping thing that moves 
upon the earth, according to their kind, 
went out of the ark. 2°Then Noah built an 


altar to God, and took of every clean ani- | 


mal and of every clean bird, and offered 
whole burnt offerings on the altar.t 2!So the 
Lord God smelled a sweet aroma. Then the 
Lord God thought it over and said, “I will 
never again curse the earth because of 
man’s works, although the mind of man is 


diligently involved with evil things from his — 
youth; nor will I again destroy every living 


thing as I have done.t4 22While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and spring shall not cease by 
day or by night.”t 


| Thus God blessed Noah and his sons, 
/ and said to them, “Increase and multi- 
ply, and fill the earth, and have dominion 












| 








[4 


over it.t 2For the dread and fear of you shall 
be upon all the wild animals of the earth, 
all the birds of heaven, all that move upon 
the earth, and all the fish of the sea. I have 
put them under your authority. “Every mov- 
ing thing that lives shall be food for you. I 
have given you all things, even as I did the 
green herbs. 4But you shall not eat flesh 
with its lifeblood. “Surely for your lifeblood 
I will demand a reckoning; from the hand 


of all the wild animals I will require it; and 


I will require the life of man at the hand of 
his fellow man. "Whoever sheds man’s 
blood, by man his blood shall be shed; 
because I made man in God’s image. 7So 
then, increase and multiply; and fill the 
earth and have dominion over it.” 


<=, God’s Covenant with Noah => | 
*Then God spoke to Noah and his sons 


with him, saying, t®:9“Behold, I am estab- 
lishing My covenant with you and with 
your seed after you, Hand every living 
creature with you: the birds, the cattle, 
and all the wild animals of the earth, of all 
that came out of the ark with you. !!Thus 1 
will establish My covenant with you, and 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of the flood; nor shall there ever 
again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
!2Then the Lord God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of the covenant I am making be- 
tween Me and you, and every living crea- 
ture with you, for perpetual generations: 
BI am setting My rainbow in the cloud, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant be- 
tween Me and the earth. !4It shall be, when 
I bring a cloud over the earth, the rainbow 


Shall be seen in the cloud; !5and I will re- 


member My covenant between Me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; 
the waters shall never again become a 


8:20 “God remembered Noah” (8:1), but Noah also remembered God. Remembrance in Cha ee isa 


two-way street. As the Psalmist said, “| remembered Your name in the night, O Lord. /, 
law” (Ps 118:55). This Noah did, and he built an altar to God. Hie ae aN | KARL NOME 


8:21 Noah's sacrifices were a sweet aroma to the Lord God. The Church, likewise, has an altar on which 
she offers the sweet aroma of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord (Heb 13:10, 15), ) 


8:22 The earth will remain with its regular cycles until the new heaven and the new earth come 


(Rev 21:1), 


9:1 God not only “remembered” Noah (8:1), He also blessed him. Remembrance is salvation and so is 


blessing. Many Scriptures speak to this, For example, the Psalmist said, “He shall 
the Lord, / And mercy from the God of his salvation” (Ps 23:5), 


receive blessing from — 


9:8-16 Noah's seed is Christ (Lk 3:23, 36), and the everlasting covenant (v. 16) is the new cc 

established in Him. God's rainbow in the clouds is His sign of the covenant. ‘ w tovenant aad 
Ses pa ‘ 

8:21—9:7 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. 

9:8-17 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent, 
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flood to destroy all flesh. !6My rainbow | gog, Madai, Javan, Elisa; Tubal, Meshech, 
shall be in the cloud, and I will certainly | and Tiras. °The sons of Gomer were Ashke- 
remember the everlasting covenant be- | naz, Riphath, and Togarmah. The sons of 
tween God and every living creature of all | Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim, 
flesh on the earth.” VAgain God said to | and Rhodians. "From these the coastal na- 
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I | tions were separated into their lands, each 
established between Me and all flesh,on | according to his language, in their tribes 
the earth.” and nations. 

I8Now the sons of Noah who went out of | -6The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, 
the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and | Put, and Canaan. 7The’sons of Cush were 
Ham was the father of Canaan./ These | Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and 
three were the sons of Noah, and from | Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were 
these the whole earth was populated. Sheba and Dedan. 8Cush begot Nimrod; he 

*0Then Noah began to be a husbandman, | began to be a giant on the earth. 9He was a 
and he planted a vineyard. *!So he drank of | giant,-a hunter before the Lord God; there- 
the wine and was drunk and naked in his | fore they would say, “As Nimrod the giant, 
house. 22Now Ham, the father of Canaan, | the hunter before the Lord.” And the be- 
saw the nakedness of his father, and told | ginning of his kingdom was Babylon, 
his two brothers outside. But Shem-and | Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Japheth took a garment, laid it on both | Shinar. From that land he went to Assyria 
their shoulders, and walking backwards | and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 
they covered their father’s nakedness. and Resen between Nineveh and Calah 
Since their faces were turned away, they | (the principal city). !3Mizraim begot Ludim, 
did not see his nakedness. 24Thus when | Anamim. Lehabim Naphtuhim, |Pathru- 
Noah became sober and knew what his | ci and Casluhim (from whom! came the 
younger son had done to him, “he said: Philistines and the Caphtorim). Canaan 
| begot Sidon his firstborn, and the Chettite; 
l6the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Gir- 
gashite; !7the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Si- 
nite; ‘the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the 
Hamathite. Afterward, the tribes of the 
Canaanites were dispersed. And the bor- 
der of the Canaanites was from Sidon as 
you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then 
as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 
20These were the sons of Ham, according to 
their tribes, according to their languages, 
in their countries and in their nations. 

Now sons were also born to Shem him- 
self, the father of all the sons of Eber, the 
brother of Japheth the elder.t 22The sons of 
Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, 
Aram and Cainan. The sons of Aram were 
| Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash, 24Arphaxad be- 
got Cainan, and Cainan begot Salah, and 
Salah begot Eber. 2°Two sons were born to 


“Cursed be Canaan; 
A servant of servants shall he be to his 
brothers.” 
2% He also said, 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Shem, | 
And Canaan shall be his servant.t 
27 May God enlarge Japheth, 
And let him dwell in the habitations of 
Shem. 
Let Canaan be his servant as well.” 


28Now Noah lived three hundred and 
fifty years after the flood. 29So all the days 
of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, 
and he died. 


e. The Genealogy of Noah -=> 
10 Now this is the genealogy of Noah's 
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 
sons were born to them after the flood.t 
The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Ma- 








9:26 Not only did the Lord God bless Noah (9:1), but Noah blessed Him. Many Scriptures speak to this. 
For example, the Psalmist said, “For my foot stands in uprightness; / In the churches | will bless You, 

O Lord” (Ps 25:12; Vesting Service). Noah blessed God because of Shem, through whom Christ would 
come to save the world (Lk 3:36). 

10:1 This chapter continues Christ's genealogy through Shem after the flood. 

10:21-31 Christ's genealogy is traced from Shem down to Peleg (Lk 3:35, 36). His name means division, 
for in his days the earth was divided (v. 25). This division is described in the history of 11:1-9. 


>({1)~- 








9:18—10:1 This passage is read during Wecesday Vesna in the fourth week of Great Lent. 
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Eber: the name of one was Peleg, for in his 
days the earth was divided; and his 
brother’s name was Joktan.: 2°Joktan begot 
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 


27Hadoram, Uzal; Diklah, 28Obal,; Abimael, 


Sheba, 2°Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab: All 
these were the sons of Joktan. 3°And their 
dwelling place was from Mesha as' you go 
toward Sephar, the mountain of the east. 


3lThese were the sons of Shem, according | 
to their tribes, accordin their: lan- | 
See got Arphaxad two years after-the flood 


guages, in their countries, according to 

their nations. | yin 
32These were the tribes of Noah’s\sons, 
according to their genealogy, in their na- 
tions; and from these the coastal nations 
were divided on the earth after the flood.“ 
_ Now the whole: earth was one lan- 


l guage and one speech: “And it came 
to pass, as they journeyed from the east, 
they found a plain in the land of Shinar, 
and dwelt there. ’Then they said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks and 
bake them with fire.” They had brick for 
stone and asphalt for mortar. *They also 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower, whose top will reach to 
heaven; and let us make a name for our- 
selves, lest we be scattered abroad over the 
face of the whole earth.” °But the Lord 
came down to see the city and the tower the 
sons of men built. "Then the Lord said, 
“Indeed, the people are one race and one 
language, and they have begun to do what 
they said. Now they will not fail to accom- 
plish what they have undertaken.t 7Come, 
let Us go down there and confuse their lan- 
guage, so. they may not understand one 
another’s speech.”? *So the Lord scattered 


~ The Tower of Babel 7 











11:6 Mankind was united as one race and one language. But this unity existed without the Holy Trinity, 


the earth, and they ceased building the city 

and the tower.t Therefore its name is 

called Babel, because there the Lord con- 

fused the languages of all the earth; and 

from there the Lord God scattered them 

abroad over the face of all the earth. » - 
_ æA The Genealogy of Shem > 


lONow this is the genealogy of Shem: 
Shem was one hundred years old, and be- 


llAfter he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five 
hundred years, and begot sons and daugh- 
ters; and-he died. ait bee 

\2Now Arphaxad lived one hundred and 


thirty-five years; and begot Cainan. After 
| he begot Cainan, Arphaxad lived four hun- 


dred and thirty years, and begot sons and 
daughters; and he died. Now Cainanm lived 
one hundred and thirty years, and begot 
Salah: So after he begot Salah, Cainan 


| lived three hundred and thirty years, and 
| begot sons and daughters; -and-he died. 


l4Now Salah lived one ‘hundred and 
thirty: years, and begot Eber. After hebe- 
got Eber, Salah lived three hundred and 
thirty years, and begot sons and daughters; 


and he died. ~ ; 


l6Now Eber lived one: hundred and 
thirty-four years, and begot Peleg: !7After 
he begot Peleg, Eber lived three hundred 
and seventy years, and begot sons and 
daughters; and he died. ON 

'8Now Peleg ‘lived one hundred and 
thirty years, and begot Reu. After he be- 
got Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine 
years, and begot sons and daughters; and 
he died. ) 

20Now Reu lived one hundred and thirty- 
two years, and begot Serug. 2!After he be- 


for man’s true unity is union and communion with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Church 
is “the race of Christians” (Kairon Service), “a holy nation” (1Pt 2:9), and glorifies God “with... one — 
mouth” (Rom 15:6). In the Great Litany, the Church prays “for the Union of all men,“ a Union based in - 


the Holy Trinity. | ti 


11:7 The pronoun Us refers to the Holy Trinity. The words go down are a figure of speech, for the Trin- 
ity is everywhere present and fills all things. The words “came down to see" (v-5) are also a figure of 


speech, for the Trinity is not ignorant of anything. God condescends to our weakness that we might’ 


understand something about Him and His works. 


11:8 The Lord divided this false unity for the sake of man’s salvation, that man might ay and find Him 


= 
' 


LET 


(Acts 17:26-28). For they sought to build their unity by making a name for themselves (v. 4). They cared 
nothing for the name of the Lord God, by which man is saved. Sane ae naa 


11:10-31 The genealogy of Shem carries Christ's genealogy down to Abraham, for the true unity of the 


human race is Christ Himself. 


—_ 








10:32—11:9 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. © 
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got Serug, Reu lived two hundred and 
seven years, and begot sons and daughters, 
and he died. 

22Now Serug lived one’ hundred and 


thirty years, and begot Nahor. 2*After he | 


begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred 
years, and begot sons and daughters: and 
he died. 

“Nahor lived seventy-nine years, and be- 
got Terah. After he begot. Terah, Nahor 
lived one hundred and twenty-nine years, 
and begot. sons and daughters; and he died. 

“Now Terah lived seventy, years, and be- 
got Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 


<` The Genealogy of Terah >" 
27Now this is the genealogy of Terah: | 


ow, God's Broma to Airah IF 


| Now the Lord said to Abram, “Get 
, out of your country, from your kin- 
dred and from your father’s house, to a 
land I will show you.t® 2] will make you a 
great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great; and you shall be a bless- 
ing. `I will bless those who bless you, and 
curse those who curse you; and in you all 
the tribes of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4Then Abram departed as the Lord said to 
him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram 
was. seventy-five years old when he de- 
parted from Haran. 5So Abram took Sarai 
his wife and Lot his brother’s son and all 
their possessions and every soul they 
acquired in Haran, and they departed for 


Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and | | the land of Canaan. Thus they came to the 
Haran begot Lot. 28So Haran died: before | land’ of Canaan. ‘Abram passed through 


his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of 
the Chaldeans. Then Abram and Nahor 
took wives: the name of Abram’s- wife was 
Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, 
Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of 
Milcah and Iscah. 2°But' Sarai was barren, 
and had no child. 3!Now Terah took his ‘son 
Abram and his grandson: Lot, the son‘ of 
Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his 
son Abram’s wife, and led them out from 
Ur of the Chaldeans, to go to the land of 
Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt 
there. 22So the days of Terah were two hun- 
dred and five years, and. Terah died in 
Haran. 


the land to the place of Shechem, as far as 
the oak of Moreh. And the Canaanites were 
then in the land. "Then the Lord appeared 
to Abram and said. “To your seed I will give 
this land.” And there Abram built an altar 
to the Lord, who appeared to him. 8So he 
moved from there to the mountain east of 


| Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel 


on the west and Ai on the east: and there he 
built an altar to the Lord and called on the 
name of the Lord.t Then Abram jour- 
neyed, going on still toward the South. 


“=. Abram in Egypt | 
lONow there was a famine in the land, 
and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell 





12:1-7 “The Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets” (Creed). He spoke through the prophet Moses, — 
who wrote this Scripture. Thus, St. Paul said, “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be 
blessed" (Gal 3:8), Thus the Holy Spirit preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham. 

The Holy Spirit inspired Moses to write in.v. 1 that the Lord said to Abram this scripture. Who i is this 
Lord? He is God the Father, as St, Paul indicated in Gal 3:8: "God would justify the Gentiles by faith.” 
Thus, the Father preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham. 

In v. 7, the Holy Spirit inspired Moses to write that the Lord appeared to Abraham and ke to him. 
Who is this Lord who appeared? The Holy Spirit identified Him in 15:1 as the Word of the Lord whom 
Abraham saw in a vision, and He identified Him as the Angel of the Lord in 16:7, 9, 10, 11, and 13. This 
Word is the Son of God (AthanG) and the Angel is also the Son of God, for He was no created ange! 
(HilryP)..”He is called Angel because He alone reveals the Father” (AthanG). Thus, the Son also preached 
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, for the Father always speaks through His Word. 

Therefore, where one Person of the Trinity is present and working, the other two Persons are also 
present in one and the same je. working» fon the salvation of man. The Father works through the Son and 


in the Spirit. 


12:8 Abraham is the father of all the faithful (Rom 4:11). Since he built an altar B uch: therefore 
an altar is part of his faith: Bethel’means “house of God,” which foreshadows the Church as the house 
of God. The altar is central to worst Bs At the altar, the Mauren calls on the name of the Lord, as can 


Abraham, 





af ine 





12:1-7 This passage’is read during Friday Washers in the fouith week of Great Lent. | 
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there, for the famine was severe in the land. 

















uSọ it came to pass, when he was close to 


entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his 
wife, “Indeed I know you are a beautiful 
woman. !2Therefore it will happen, when 
the Egyptians see you, so they will say, 
‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but 
they will let you live. Therefore say you 
are my sister, that it may be well with me 
for your sake, and I may live because of 
you.” 4So it was, when Abram. came into 
Egypt, the Egyptians saw the woman, that 
she was very beautiful. "The princes of 
Pharaoh also saw her and commended her 
to Pharaoh. Then the woman was taken to 
Pharaoh’s house. !SNow he treated Abram 
well for her sake, and gave him sheep, 
oxen, donkeys, male and female servants, 
mules and camels. !7But the Lord plagued 
Pharaoh and his house with great plagues 
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.t 1850 
Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is 
this you have done to me? Why did you not 
tell me she was your wife? !9Why did you 
say, ‘She is my sister’? I might have taken 
her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your 
wife: take her and go your way.” Sọ 
Pharaoh commanded his men concerning 
Abram: and they sent him away, with his 
wife and all he had. 


=. Abram and Lot Part Ways 7> 
i Now Abram went up from Egypt to 
the South, he and his wife and all he 
had, and Lot with him.t Abram was very 
rich in cattle, silver, and gold. *So he went 
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on his journey from the South as far as- 
12:17 The Lord protected Sarah’s virtue, and also the Incarnation. For Abraham and Sarah begot Isaac, 





) Bethel, to the place where his tent was at 


the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, “to 
the place of the altar he made there at the 
beginning. There Abram called on the 
name of the Lord. °Lot also, who went with 


| Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. 


6But the land was not able to support them, 
so they might dwell together, for their pos- 
sessions were so great they could not dwell 
together.t 7So strife arose between the 
herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and those 
of Lot. Now the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites dwelt in the land at that time. *So 
“Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife 
between you and me, and between my 
herdsmen.and your herdsmen; for we are | 
brethren. "Is not the whole land before | 
you? Separate from me. If you take the left, 
then I will go to the right; or if you go to the 
rigtit, then I will go to the left.” 

Thus Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the 
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
everywhere (before the’ Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah), like the garden of 
God, like the land of Egypt as you go to- 
ward Zoar.t Then Lot chose all the plain 
of Jordan for himself, and journeyed east. 
So they separated from each other. | 
2A bram dwelt in the land of Canaan, but | 
‘Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and 
| pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.” 
13Now the men of Sodom were exceedingly 
wicked and sinful before God. 

'4Then God said to Abram, after Lot sep- 
arated from him, “Lift your eyes now and 
look from the place where you are—north- 
ward, southward, eastward, and westward; 


—— ee 





through whom the promise in Christ was made (Rom 9:7). 


13:1-5 Canaan, not Egypt, was the land of promise. 


While in Egypt, Abraham never lost his focus on — 


God's promise in the gospel of salvation, for he returned to Bethel, the house of God, and called on the — 
name of the Lord (v. 4). Similarly, those who possess Abraham's faith keep their focus on this same gospel: 


13:6-9 Abraham was a peacemaker, and “Blessed are the peacemakers, / For they shall be called 
God” (Mt 5:9). He was looking for his eternal inheritance in “the world to come” (Creed; see also 
11:9-11). Although he was very rich, he was a man of virtue. For in his heart he was 


sons ot 
Heb 
detached from his. 


wealth and also from the love of land. Thus he overcame strife (v. 7) and made peace with Lot. There- 


fore, virtue characterized the faith of Abraham. It will also characterize his spiritual children. 
13:10-13 Lot, on the other hand, was attached to the beauty of the landscape, It looked like the 
den of Eden. Unlike Abraham, he walked by sight, and not by faith (2Co 5:7). Thus, he chose wrongfully. 


not because of the beauty itself, but because of his 
They were exceedingly wicked and sinful before God (v, 13)—bea utiful scenery 


the people of Sodom, 


Gar- 


immature faith. His poor judgment landed him wit 


but an extremely depraved environment. Their godless behavior oppressed and tormented his righteous 


soul every day (2Pt 2:7, 8). 
13:14-18 Lot “pitched his tent” in Sodom 
ence in the two men. One trapped himself 


(v. 12), but Abraham built an altar (v. 18)—a'notable differ- 
in the environment.of this fallen world; the other focused - 


himself on the Lord. However, the Lord would eventually deliver righteous Lot from Sodom (2Pt 2:9)saF 


z- 





43:12-18 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 
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ifor all the land you see I give to you and 


your seed forever. '*And I will make your 


seed as the dust of the earth; that if a man 
could number the dust of the earth, then 
your seed also could be numbered. !’Arise, 
walk in the land through its length and its 
breadth, for I will give it to you.” !8Then 
Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt 
by the oak of Mamre in Hebron, and built 
an altar there to the Lord. 


l 


= Lots Capture and Rescue -> 
Now it came to pass in the reign of 


Elam, and Tidal king of nations, that they 
made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha 
king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, 
Shemeber king of Zeboiim. and the king of 
Bela (that is, Zoar). $A; these joined 
together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the 
Salt Sea). 4Twelve years they served Chedor- 
laomer, and in the thirteenth they rebelled. 
5Now in the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer 
and the kings with him came and cut down 
the giants in Ashteroth Karnaim and 
strong nations with them: the Zuzim in 
Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, and 
the Horites in the mountains of Seir, as far 


Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch | 
king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of | 
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as El Paran, which is by the wilderness. | 


7Then they turned back and came to En 
Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and cut down all 
the princes of the Amalekites, and also the 
Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar. 
8Now the king of Sodom, the king of Go- 
morrah, the king of Admah, the king of Ze- 
boiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) 
went out and joined together in battle in 
the Valley of Siddim %against Chedor- 


_GENESIS 14:20 


laomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, 
Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king 
of Ellasar—four kings against five. "Now 
the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; 
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled 
and fell in there; but those left fled to the 
mountains. !!Then they took all the cavalry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their pro- 
visions, and went their way. They also 
took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who dwelt 
in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 

l3Then one who escaped came and told 
Abram the Hebrew, who at that time dwelt 
by the oak of Mamre the Amorite, brother 
of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they 
were. allies with Abram. '*Now when 
Abram heard his brother Lot was taken 
captive, he armed his three hundred and 
eighteen trained servants, born in his own 
house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.t2 
15So he divided his forces against them by 
night, and he and his servants attacked and 
pursued them as far as Hobah, north of 
Damascus, !®So he brought back all the 
cavalry of Sodom, and also brought back 
his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the 
women and the people. 


«=n. The Blessing of Melchizedek 7- 
7Then the king of Sodom went out to 
meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, 
the King’s Valley), after his return from the 
slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the kings 


with him. '8Now Melchizedek the king of 
Salem brought out bread and wine; he was 


the priest ‘of God Most High.t “He blessed 
Abram and said, “Blessed be Abram of God 
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth;t 
Wand blessed be God Most High, who 


14:14 The 318 bishops of the Orthodox Church at the Council of Nicea were likened to these trained 
servants of Abraham. As Abraham's servants overcame insurmountable odds, so the bishops, the 
trained servants of the Church, defeated the arguments of the many heretics who denied that the Son 
of God is coeternal and one in essence with the Father. These servants defended Abraham's faith, 


handed down in the Church. 


14:18 Melchizedek brought out bread and wine to Abraham. His priesthood typified the High Priest- 


hood of Christ, who gives His 
Eucharist (CypC). 

Christ's priesthood is called “the 
order of Aaron in the Mosaic Law 
superiority. 

14:19, 20 Two of the many 


blessed Abraham. Aaron was a descendant of Abraham through Levi. Thus, 


precious body and blood to the faithful in the bread and wine of the 


order of Melchizedek“ (Ps 109:4; Heb 5:6), and it is superior to the 
(Heb 7:11). The Book of Hebrews gives numerous reasons for this 


reasons for the superiority of the order of Melchizedek are: (1) Melchizedek 


in blessing Abraham, 


Melchizedek also blessed Levi and Aaron. It is always the greater who blesses the lesser. (2) Abraham 


paid a tithe to Melchizedek, and in this act, so did Levi and Aaron (Heb 7). 
>()~ 


through the superior order. 





Therefore, salvation comes — 





14:14-20 This passage is read during the Feasts of the Holy Fathers. 
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delivered your enemies into your hands.” | stars if you are sable to number them.” And 
Then Abram gave him a tithe of all. 2.Now | He said to him, “So shall your seed bet — 
the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me | And Abram believed God, and He ac. | 
thei peons = keep ae Steal tor ee counted it to him for Stir "Then 
self.” ut Abram said to the king of | He said to him, “Iam the God who brought 
Sodom, “I have raised my hand to God Most | you out of Ur of'the Chaldeans, to give you © 
High, Creator of heaven and earth, that I | this land to inherit it.”t And he said, “Mas- — 
will take nothing of yours, from a thread to | ter.and Lord, how will I know I will inherit — 
a sandal strap, lest you should say, ‘I have | jt?”t 9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three- 
made Abram rich’— *#except only what the | year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
young men have eaten, and the portion of goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, 

the men with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; | and a young pigeon.” 1°So he brought all 
let them take their portion.” these to Him and cut them in half, down the - 
~~ God’s Covenant with Abram -> middle, and placed each Ps opposite the 
] 5 After these things the Word of the | Other; but he did not cut the birds in twon 
: "And when the vultures came down on the © 

Lord came to Abram in a vision, : 

saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. 1 am your PEE Abram drove them away. ~~ 

shield and will be your exceedingly great aa round aes 4 pense upon 
reward."t© 2But Abram said, “Lord, what | Ż0ram; ang Deno orror ea 

will You give me, seeing I go childless, and Ness fell upon him. Then He said to 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of ; Abram, ‘Know for certain that your seed 
will be strangers in a land not their own, 


Damascus, the son of Masek, my domestic | | 
maidservant?” 2Then Abram said, “Look, | and will serve them; and they will afflict 
and humble them four hundred years. 


You have given me no offspring; indeed, my 
l4Also, the nation they serve I will judge; | 


household servant is my heir.” 
4And immediately the Voice of the Lord | and afterward, they shall come out with 


came to him, saying, “This one shall not be | great possessions. But as for you; you 
your heir, but the One who will come from | shall go to your fathers in peace, buried in 
your own body shall be your heir.’t °Then | a good old age. !*Then in the fourth gener- 
He brought him outside and said to him, | ation they shall return here, for the sin of 
“Look now toward heaven, and count the | the Amorites is not yet filled up.” , 






























———S 


14:21-24 Abraham showed his complete detachment from earthly wealth, because (1) he knew that) 
God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth (v. 22) had given him everything he possessed, and (2) he » 
loved God supremely, and not the wealth God gave him. He also loved his neighbor as himself, for he 
saw to the needs of Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Thus, Abraham was, so to speak, heaven-bound. The king — 
of Sodom, on the other hand, was earthbound, Faithful people follow Abraham's example. |. in 
15:1-3 The Word of the Lord is the Word of the Father (AthanG), He is also. the Son of God. Abraham. 
saw God the Word in a vision, Thus, he saw Him before He became incarnate, as did the other Old Tes- 
tament prophets. Abraham was fearful the promise Gad had given him in 12:1 would not be fulfilled, — 
for he had no herr. 

15:4 The Voice of the Lord is also the Word of the. Father. He reassures Abraham that his heir will come: 
from your own body. This refers to the birth of Isaac, based on God's promise. For man is saved by this E 
promise through faith in Christ (Rom 4:17-25; 9:7, 8). 
15:5 The seed is first Christ, then His Church (Gal 3:16; Rom 4: 16). The stars area type of allthe © 
members of ule body (Php 2:15), Their, number is sabi and consists of both Jews and Gentiles = | 
(Eph 2:11-16 | poe 
15:6 Abraham believed the sromitel in 12:1, and he cannes to believe it in 15:5, For Abrahami faith 
was living and growing—something dynamic, He was made righteous by this faith, So are both JRE 
and Gentiles. Righteousness is the gift of God through Jesus Christ (Rom 5:17), i 
15:7 God the Word said to Abraham, “Il am the God who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans 
give you this land to inherit it.” Thus, He identifies Himself as God. The Creed calls Him “True God of 
True God.” For He is the Bnlyshagontan of the Father, through whom the Father speaks: and reveals 


Himself. 
15:8 Abraham calls the Word his own Master and Lord, and thus recognizes His divinity’ The Church eag 


does the same thing. ii ino 
=> |] ]~e == 
15:1-15 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. =.) 
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And it came to pass, whee the sun went please: ” So whee Saral dealt harshly with 
down, that there was a flame, and behold; | her, she fled from her presence. 
there appeared a smoking oven and lamps | - 7Now-the Angel of the Lord found her by 
of fire that passed between those divided | a spring of water in the wilderness, by the 
pieces. '8On the same day, the Lord made a | spring on the way to Shur.t 8Then He said, 
covenant with Abram, saying,’ “I will give | “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come 
this land to your seed, from the river of | from, and where are you going?” She 
Egypt to the great river, the River Eu- | replied, “I am fleeing from the presence of 
phrates— !%the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the | my mistress Sarai.”t The Angel of the Lord 
Kadmonites, 2°the Hittites, the Perizzites, | then said to her, “Return to your mistress, 
the Rephaim, 2'the Amorites, the Canaan- | and humble yourself under her hand.”t 
ites, the Euaites, the Girgashites, and the | “Again, the Angel of the Lord said to her, 


Jebusites.” “I will surely multiply your seed exceed- 
AAR ar WAAC. | ingly, that it may not be counted because of 
ALERT Oy SLE A PE its multitude.” UOnce again, the Angel of 

l Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him | the Lord said to her: | 

| no children, but she had an Egyp- 

tian maidservant, whose name was Hagar.t “Behold, you are with child, 

2So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord And you shall bear a son. © 

has restrained me from bearing children. | You shall call his name Ishmael, 

Go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain For the Lord has taken notice of your 

children by her.” Thus Abram obeyed the humiliation. 


_ voice of Sarai. *Then Sarai, Abram’s wile, | 1? He shall be a rustic man, 
` took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and | And his hand shall be against every 


= gave her to her husband Abram to be his man, 

= wife, after Abram dwelt ten years in the | ' And every man’s hand against him: 
land of Canaan. tSo he went in to Hagar, He shall dwell in the presence of all 
and she conceived. And when she saw she | ` his brethren.” 


had conceived, her mistress became 
despised in her eyes. “Then Sarai, said to Then Hagar’ called the name of the 
_ Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my | Lord who spoke to her, “You-Are-the-God- 
~ maid into your embrace: and when she saw | Who-Sees-Me”; for she said, “I have seen 
she had conceived, I became despised in her | the One who appeared to me face to face.”t 
eyes, May God judge between you and me.” | !*Therefore, she called the well the-Well-of- 
‘Thus Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed, your | Him-I-Saw-Before-Me; observe, it is be- 
maid is in your hand; do with her as you | tween Kadesh and Bered. 
16:1 In Gal 4:21-31, St. Paul uses Hagar and Sarah as an allegory, representing two covenants, Hagar 
and Ishmael represent the old covenant of the Law, which "gives birth to bondage." Sarah and Isaac 
represent the new covenant, which gives birth to freedom. The Jerusalem below is made up of those 
under the bondage of the Law, but the Jerusalem above is the Church, those under the freedom of = 
God's grace. 
16:7 The Lord is the Father, and the Angel is His Son (HilryP). And the prophet Isaiah calls Him “the (ee | 
gel of Great Counsel” (Is 9:5). “The Son is called Angel because He alone reveals the Father” (AthanG). | 
16:8 The Lord asked Hagar questions, not because He was ignorant, but for Hagar’s sake and for ours. 
After He became Man, He also asked questions in the four Gospels, not because He was ignorant, but 
for the sake of the immediate listeners and of the faithful. For He is God in the flesh, and therefore, 
never ignorant of anything (JohnDm). 
16:9 Since He is God, the Angel commanded Hagar. She obeyed (v. 15), This Angel is the Word of God. 
16:10 This statement by the Angel could not have been made by a created angel, for only God can say, 
“| will surely multiply your seed exceedingly, that it may not be counted because of its multitude.” No 
created angel can do this. The Angel is God the Son. 3 =u; il 
16:11 The Angel then spoke to Wt be concerning the: Father and said, “The Lore has vakan notice of 
your humiliation.” 
16:13 Hagar called the Angel who Ari to her both Lord and God, The Church Kow Him as the 
Only-begotten of the Father (Jn 1). As the Father's Only-begotten, He is “true God of true God” (Creed). 
One meaning of the name God is, You are the God who sees me. The Only: Regorten sees everyting: 
So do God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. | 


GENESIS 16:15 | 
15So Hagar bore Abram a son; and 
Abram named his son whom Hagar bore 
Ishmael. '*Now Abram was eighty-six 
years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to 
Abram. 
= Circumcision: Sign of the Covenant 7> 
] When Abram was ninety-nine years 
| old, the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said to him, “I am your God; be pleas- 
ing before Me and blameless. 21 will 
establish. My covenant between Me and 
you, and will multiply you exceedingly.”t 
3Then Abram fell on his face, and God 
talked with him, saying, *“As for Me, 
behold. My covenant is with you, and you 
shall be a father of many nations. °No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you a father of many nations.? ŝI will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. 7I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your seed after 
you in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be your God and the God of 
your seed after you.t 8Also I will give you 
and your seed after you the land you are 
occupying as a sojourner, all the land of 
Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I 
will be their God.” 

Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
you, you shall keep My covenant, you and 
your seed after you throughout their gen- 
erations. !°This is the covenant you shall 
keep, between Me and you and your seed 











22 





after you throughout their generations: 
Every male child among you shall be cir- 
cumcised:t |!and you shall be circumcised 











‘in the flesh of your foreskin. It shall bea 


sign of the covenant between Me and you. 
12A child of eight days old shall be cir- 
cumcised by you—every male child 
throughout your genealogy, he who js | 
born in your house or bought with money 
from any foreigner not of your seed. 13He 
who is born in your house, and he who is" 
bought with your money must be circum- 
cised:; and My covenant shall be in your 
flesh for an everlasting covenant. And 


‘the uncircumcised male child, who is not | 


circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin on 


‘the eighth day, that soul shall be cut off 


from his people; for he has broken My 
covenant.” vy | | 
Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name” 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. !ŝAnd | 
will bless her and also give you a son by 
her; and I will bless him, and he shall be~ 
come nations: and kings of peoples shall be 
from him.” "Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said in his mind, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is one hundred 
years old, and shall Sarah, who is ninety 
years old, bear a child?” '8And Abraham 
said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live 
before You!” Then God said, “No, Sarah 
your wife shall bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac; and I will estab- 
lish My covenant with him for an everlast 


17:1 Thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael (16:16), the Lord appeared to Abram again and identified | 
Himself as God, for He said to him, “I am your God.” This appearance is another of the personal ape” 


ances of the Son of God to Abraham. 


17:2-4 The covenant is that established “in Christ” (Gal 3:17). God establi i 
we 13:1/).G stablished it before the Mosaic 
covenant. Therefore, the Law of Moses, which came later, could not cancel it. Abraham's faith is mu 


tti- 


pr ey in the Church, For he is the father of many nations (see also Rom 4:16, 17). 
17: ram's name (meaning “exalted father”) was changed to Abraham ("father of any"), This ve 
= à a ' J a 3 
pame enaps pps the gospel of salvation is for many nations, the Sane as well sate yer! | 
:7 The God of the everlasting covenant is the Holy Trinity, for the Son is God o | 
) detec J COVE ity, : od of God, the Onl 
begotten of the Father. The Holy Spirit is also God of God, for He "proceeds from es Father” i; 


(Creed). 


17:10-14 The rite of circumcision was not the covenant itself, It was a sign of the covenan 


Til 
t(v. 10t | 


was a temporary sign, because it applied only to Abraham's genealogy (v. 12), that is, to Abrahams 


physical lineage, and also to those born in his house or bou 


ght with his money. Thus, the rite did not -f 


apply to the “many nations,” or Gentiles, to be made righteous by faith in the gospel (v. 3; see also 


Rom 4:9-17). Christ Himself fulfilled this rite and brought it to an end when He was circumcise 


eighth day after His birth from the Virgin (Lk 2:21), 


pte Qe can is read during Tuesday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent 697 
17:1, 2, 4-8, 9-12, 14 These verses are read at the Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus christ 4 
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ing covenant, and with his seed after him.t | 











*0As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, 
I have blessed him and will increase and 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget 
twelve nations, and I will make him a great 
nation. But My covenant I will establish 


with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at | 
this time next year.” 22So God finished talk- | 


ing with Abraham and departed from him. 

2S0 Abraham took Ishmael his son, all 
who were born in his house, and all who 
were bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house, and 


he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins | 


that very same day, as God said to him. 


24Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old | 


when he was circumcised in the fiesh of his 
foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thir- 
teen years old when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin. “That very same 
day Abraham was circumcised, and his son 
Ishmael. 27Also, all the men of his house, 
born in the house or bought with money 
from a foreigner, were circumcised with 
him. 


e. The Hospitality of Abraham =- 
] © Then God appeared to him at the 


oak of Mamre, as he was Sitting in- 


the tent door during the noon hour.t 2So he 
lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, 
three men stood before him; and when he 
saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet 
them, and bowed himself to the ground, 
3and said, “O Lord, if I have now found 
grace in Your sight, do not pass by Your ser- 
vant. 4Let water be brought, and let them 
wash Your feet, while You cool Yourselves 
under the tree.t 5And I will bring bread for 








ese als 


You to eat. After that You may pass by. 
inasmuch as You have come to Your ser- 
vant.” They said, “Do as you have said.” ®So 
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah 
and said, “Quickly, make ready three 
measures of fine meal; knead it and make 
cakes.” ‘Then Abraham ran to the herd, 
took a young calf, tender and good, gave it 





to his servant, and he hastened to prepare 


it. "He also took butter and milk and the 
calf he prepared, and set it before them; 
and he stood by them under the tree as 
they ate. 


= Promise of a Son -= 


Then He said to him, “Where is Sarah 
your wife?” He replied, “Here, in the tent.”t 
l0A gain He said, “I will certainly return to 
you according to the time of life, and be- 
hold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.” 
(Sarah was listening in the tent door be- 
hind him.) !!Now Abraham and Sarah were 
old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had 
passed the age of childbearing. !2Therefore 
Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “I 
have not yet had a child until now, and my 
lord is old also?” !8Then the Lord said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh within 
herself, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, 
since | am old?’ !4Is anything impossible 
with God? At the appointed time I will re- 


turn to you, according to the time of life, 


and Sarah shall have a son.”t 5But Sarah 
denied she had laughed, for she was afraid, 
saying, “I did not laugh”; but He said, “No, 
but you did laugh.” 


æ Abraham Intercedes for Sodom => 


lo[Then the men rose from there and 
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and 


17:19-21 God's covenant with Abraham was established in Isaac, because his birth was based on the 


promise of God (Rom 9), It was not based on physical lineage, for Abraham and Sarah were past the 
age of childbearing at the time. Therefore, salvation is based on the promise of the Word of God, and 
not on Abraham's physical descendants, such as the Ishmaelites or the Jews, or on any of the other 
physical offspring of Abraham, such as the Midianites (251 2): ajy 

18:1-3 The Holy Spirit says through the prophet Moses that God appeared to Abraham., This is another 
personal appearance of the Son of God to him. He saw three men standing before him, but he wor- 
shiped only one of them as Lord, for He is Lord and God. The other two are called “angels” (19:1). The 


Son of God is the Lord of all the angels. 


18:4-8 The hospitality of Abraham was a virtue that should be shared by his spiritual children. 

18:9 The Lord was not ignorant of Sarah's location. He asked the question for Abraham's sake and for 
that of those who read the Scriptures. He also asked questions for the same reason after He became 
incarnate, for example, concerning the location of Lazarus's grave (n 11:34). | 
18:14 The Lord speaks of God the Father, who does not will everything He can do, but He can do every- 
thing He wills. For nothing is impossible with Him. Likewise, nothing is impossible with His Son, for =, 
Father works all things through the Son. As St. Athanasius the Great said, “He /s the Will of the Father. 
Therefore, the Son would strengthen Abraham and Sarah, and Sarah would conceive to bear Isaac, the 


child of promise. 
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Suppose there should be forty found 
there?” So He said, “I would not destroy it 
for the sake of forty.” *°Then he said, “Let 
not the Lord be offended, and I will speak: 
Suppose thirty should be found there?” So 
He said, “I would not destroy it if I should 
find thirty there.” 3LAgain he said, “Since | 
have permission to speak to the Lord, sup- 


Abraham went along and escorted them on 
their journey. "Then the Lord said, “Shall I 
hide from Abraham, My servant, what Lam 
about to do?t 18But Abraham shall surely 
become a great and populous nation, and in | 
him all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed. !9For I know he will order his sons 
and his house after him. They will keep the ae : 
way of the Lord, to do righteousness and | pose twenty should be found there?” So He 
judgment, that the Lord may bring upon | said, “I would not destroy it for the sake of 
Abraham what He has spoken to’ him.” | twenty.” 3Then he said, “Let not the Lord 
“Then the Lord said, “The outcry against | be offended, and I will speak- but once 
Sodom and Gomorrah has been completed, | more, suppose ten should be found there?” 
and their sins are exceedingly great.© | 50 He said, “I would not destroy it for the 
*ITherefore, | will go down now and see | Sake of the ten. A Towe 18) 

whether or not they are carrying out the | S0. the Lord went His way as soon as 
outcry coming to Me concerning them.” He finished speaking with oranan and 

22Then the men turned away from there | Abraham returned to his place. 
and went toward Sodom, but Abraham re- 


mained -before the Lord.!, “So Abraham Now the two angels came to Sodom 
drew near-and said, “Would You also de- | i : 7 , : 


henri SCE in the evening, and Lot was sitting 
stroy, the righteous with the ungodly? | in the gate of Sodom. So when Hel eaw 
“Suppose there were fifty righteous within them, he rose to meet them. and‘ bowed 
the city; would You also destroy the place with his face toward the ground. 2Then he 
and not spare it for the fifty righteous in it? said, “Behold, my lords, turn in to your Ser- 
Far be it from You to do such a thing as | yant’s house and rest and. wash your feet; 
this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, , 


i ; then you. may rise early and goon your 
that the righteous should be as the wicked; | way” But they said, “No, but we will spend 
far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all $ i | 


Sena 1 | the night in the open square.”t 3But he 
the earth do right?” Then the Lord said; | insisted strongly; so they turned in to him 
“If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 


] and entered his house. Then he made them 
the city, then I will spare all the place for | a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and 
their sakes.” 279So Abraham answered and ik 


they ate. i 
said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and | 4Now before they went to sleep, the men 
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to | of the city, the Sodomites, both old and 
the Lord: But suppose there were five less | 


| > young, all the people from every quarter, 
than the fifty righteous; would You destroy | surrounded the house. ‘Thus they called to 
all of the city for lack of five?” He replied, ` th 


j Lot and said to him, “Where are the men 
“If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy | who came to you tonight? Bring them out 
it.” “Again he spoke to Him and said, “But | to us that we may have relations with 





‘es. The Wickedness of Sodom => ~~ 


| 











| ow). Abraham and his spiritual children would be 
characterized by righteousness and judgment, because they know the Lord and keep His ways. Righ- 
teousness and judgment are the gifts of the Lord to the faithful. These are two of the four general 
virtues of wisdom that produce all the other virtues (see the notes at Pr 1:2b-5). EA AN i 
18:22 One of the three men was the Lord, and Abraham remained before Him, The other two men, 


who were the Lord’s angels, went toward Sodom (see also 19:1). | 
18:23-32 Abraham interceded for the righteous in Sodom, but actually the city was so morally 
depraved that Lot was the only righteous person in the entire place. Abraham’s intercession delivered 
him. The Lord delivered Lot, but He allowed Abraham to participate inthe work. = 83 = = 
18:33 Abraham returned to his home, but the Lord went on to Sodom. | KOART E 
19:1 The Holy Spirit through the prophet Moses calls two of the three men angels, When they arrived. 
in Sodom, they met Lot at the city gate. F yt eea A a 
19:2 Lot paid the angels due respect by calling them lords, but he did not worship them, for they were 
created beings. 4 | le gt aa 3 


18:17-19 The Lord possesses foreknowledge (for | kn 


au ye (Ffi 








18:20-33 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. BAM 4 ya 
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them.” But Lot went out to them through 
the doorway, shut the door behind him, 
Tand said, “By no means, my brethren, do 
not act wickedly, $I have two daughters 
who have not known a man; let me.bring 
them out to you; and you may:do to them as 
you wish; only do nothing to these men, 
since this is the reason they have come un- | 
der the protection of my roof.” 

But they. said, “Stand back! You came in 
to sojourn among us. Was it also to be mak- 
ing judgments?. Now we, will deal- worse 
with you than with them.” So they pressed 
hard against the man Lot, and came near to 
break down the. door... !°But.the men 
reached out their hands, pulied Lot into the 
house with them, and shut the door. Then 
they struck the -men at the. docrway.of the 
house with blindness, both small and great, 
and they became weary trying to find the 
door. ! 

Now the men. said. to Lot, “Have. you | 
anyone else here in the city: sons-in-law, | 
sons, daughters, or anyone?,—then take 
them out of this place! !3For we will destroy 
this place, because their outcry has become 
great before the Lord, and the Lord Sent us 
to destroy it.”t 14S0o Lot went out and spoke 
to his sons-in-law, who had married his 
daughters, and said, “Get up, get out of this 
place; for the Lord is about to wipe out this 
city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to 
be joking. i 

Now when the morning dawned, the 
angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, 
take your wife and the two daughters you 
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have, and get out, lest you be destroyed 


GENESIS 19:26 








with the transgressions of the city.” '°But 
they were thrown into confusion, and the 
Lord: being merciful to him, the angels 
seized his hand, and the hands of his wife 
and two daughters, and brought them out- 
side the city.t | 

17S$o it came to pass, when they had 
brought them outside, they said; “Escape 
for your life! Do not look behind you nor 
stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the 
mountains, lest you be overtaken.” !*Then 
Lot said to:them, “I pray, O Lord,t since 
Your servant found mercy in Your sight, 
and You magnified Your -righteousness 
which You showed me by saving my life, 
nevertheless, | cannot escape to the moun- 
tains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. 
20See now, this city, which is small, is near 
enough to flee to for refuge, and I shall es- 
cape there (is it not a little one?) and my 
soul shall live.” 2!And ‘He said to him, “See, 
| have acquiesced to you on this matter 
also, in that I will not overthrow this city, 
concerning which you have spoken.t 
22Therefore, hurry to escape there, for I 
cannot do anything until you arrive there.” 
For this reason he called the name of that 
city Zoart 

*’Now the sun rose upon the earth when 
Lot entered Zoar. 24Then the Lord ‘rained 
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomor- 
rah from the Lord out of heaven.t 25Thus 
He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever 
grew on the ground. But his wife looked 


Sa Sire rr big ar na ddenan aoad 1AT i eles ba gob serra wae sae ris Eaa aaa 
19:13 The third man was the Lord, the Son of God, and he sent the other two to Sodom to destroy it! 
13:16 He also came to Sodom after He finished talking to Abraham. By His mercy (the Lord being mer- 
ciful), His two’ angels seized the hands of Lot, his wife, and two daughters and brought them outside 


the city, 


19:18 Lot spoke to all three men, but prayed to the Lord 


in particular, 


19:21 The Lord granted his request (I have acquiesced to you) to escape to a small city, called Zoar. The 
Son is the Will of the Father; thus He said, “! will not overthrow this city.” The Son is also the Word, 
Wisdom, and Power of the Father (in 1:1=3 and 1Co 1:24). | | 
19:22 The Lord can do anything He wills to do, But He would not will to destroy Sodom before Lot ar- 


rived in Zoar. 


19:22-24 During Great Lent, the Church sings, “O my soul, flee like Lot to the mountain, and take 
refuge in Zoar before it is too late, Flee from the flames, my soul, flee from the burning heat of Sodom, 


flee from destruction by the fire of God." 


19:24 The Lord rained brimstone and fire... . from the Lord out of heaven, that is, the Son rained piira 
stone and fire from the Father (AthanG, BasilG, AmbM, and HilryP). Both have the name “Lord” 


because of Their equality and oneness of lordship; For 


in Their essence, the Two are One and undivided. 


(Creed). The Holy Spirit, who spoke this Scripture through the prophet Moses, is also one in lordship 


With the Father 
ceeds from the Father.” 
The destruction of Sodom and the 


Ing the Day of Judgment (2Pt 2:6, 9; Jude 7). 


and the Son, for as the Creed says, "I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord... who pro-.. 


adjoining city of Gomorrah is a warning to the ungodly concern- 
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back behind him, and she became a pillar = Abraham andbAbimetechn | 


of salt.t | | 
srt ery te hae . 2 Now Abraham journeyed from 
ranam rose early in the morn- there to the South, and dwelt 


ing and went to the place where he had b j 
| 1€ 4 etween Kadesh and Shur, an | 

stood before the Lord. *8Then he looked to- among the Gerarites.t ENER ANEATERT ae 
Kan Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all | of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister,” for he 
3 e of the plain; and he saw, and be- | was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” lest at a 
= eran, ee ei Si pet the land, | given time the men of the city should kill 
SMOKE OF a furnace. “So it came to | him because of her. Now Abimelech king of 
pass, when God wiped out all the cities of | Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3But God came 
the plain, that God remembered Abraham, | to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said 
and sent Lot out of the midst of the destruc- to him, “Indeed, you are a dead man 
tion, when the Lord overthrew the cities | because of the woman you have taken, for 
where Lot had dwelt. ' she is a man’s wife.” 


4Now Abimelech had not come near her; 
and he said, “O Lord, will You destroy an ig- 
norant and just nation? °Did he not say to 


















æ The Sons of Lot -= 
30Then Lot with his two daughters went 
up from Zoar and settled in the mountains; asara : 
for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar; and he | Me She is my sister, ane did she not say to 
dwelt in a cave with his two daughters. | ™¢, He is my brother’? I did this thing with 
3INow the firstborn said to the younger, | & Clean heart and righteous hands.” “Then 
“Our father is old, and there is no man on | G0d said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know 
the earth to come in to us, as is the custom | YOu.did this with a clean heart, and I spared 
of all the earth. 32Come, let us make our fa- | YOU that you might not sin against Me; 
ther drink wine, and we will lie with him, | therefore, I did not allow you to touch her. 
that we may raise up seed from our father.” | Now therefore, restore the man’s wile, for 
33S9 they made their father drink wine that | he is a prophet; and he will pray for you, 
night, and the elder went in and lay with her | and you shall live. But if you do not Seat 
father, and he did not know when she lay PRC Ee ae: you shall die, you and 
or when she arose. **It happened on | * Ete: | Was ue 
Hee neni day, the elder said to the younger, 8So Abimelech rose early in the orps 
“Indeed. I slept with our father last night; let | Called all his servants, and told all ti ar 
us make him drink wine tonight also, and | things in their hearing; and the merwe 
you go in and lie with him, that we may | Very much afraid. *Then Abimelech calle 
raise up seed from our father.” 3°So they | Abraham and said to him, “What have you 
made their father drink wine that night | done to us? How have I offended you, thal 
also, and the younger went in and slept with | you have brought on me and on BS yea 
him: but he did not know when she lay dom a great sin? You have done ee WES 
down or when she arose. *°Thus, both the that ought not to be done. | Again x 
daughters of Lot conceived by their father, | elech said to Abranam nean pos 
37Then the elder bore a son and called his you to do this thing?” Abraham r p | 7 
name Moab, saying, “He is from my father.” | “Because I thought, surely the ors i 
He is the father of the Moabites to this pres- | God is not in this place; ang P a 
ent day. *8Now the younger also bore a son | me on account of my wife. But inde pie 
d J] d his name Ammon, saying, “The truly is my sister. She is the daughter 0 
and m ue family.” He is the father of the father, but not of my mother; and she be 
ere ites ie this present day. came my wife. !3So it came to pass, whe? 
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19:26 In Lk 17:28-33, the Lord commanded us to remember Lot's wife, for she lost her life because she 
ined back in disobedience to the Lord. | s} 
wpe f Pah IE oe a sojourner because he waited for “the city which has foundations, whose a 
a sei s God” (Heb 11:10). The Creed calls this city “the world to come.” Abraham believed he 
an abe raised from the dead to dwell in his true city. | | | winter: 
NE itv of Gerar was not Abraham's true city, for it was given to idolatry. The Gerarites w bi 
rile il k (3K 5:2) and the goddess Ashtaroth (3Kg 31:10). But when the Son of God he church 
the god Dagon h ocd of the gospel went out to Gerar, idolatry In that place was destroye Nae 
incarnate, and the dee established there. One of its bishops, Marcian, attended the Fourth Ecume 
ana A TT in ap 451. Truly, the city embraced the faith of Abraham. 
oun 








2/ GENESIS 21:19 

God caused me to wander from my father’s æ. Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away 7- 
house, I said to her, ‘This righteousness 8So the child grew and was weaned: and 
shall you do for me: in every place we en- | Abraham made a great feast on the same 
ter, Say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ” day Isaac was weaned. "Now Sarah saw the 
“Then Abimelech took one thousand | son of Hagar the Egyptian, who was born 
pieces of silver, sheep, oxen, and male and | to Abraham, playing with Isadc her son. 
female servants, and gave them to Abra- | !°Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out 
ham; and he restored Sarah his wife to him. | this maidservant.and her son, for the son of 
Thus Abimelech said to Abraham, “See, | this maidservant shall not be heir with my 
my land is before you; dwell where it | son Isaac.”t 11And the matter was very dis- 
pleases you.” !6Then to Sarah he said, “Be- | pleasing in Abraham’s sight because of his 
hold, I have given your brother a thousand | SON. '*But God said to Abraham, “Do not let 
pieces of silver, which will vindicate your | İt be displeasing in your sight because of 
honor before all those with you. But tell the | YOUr Son and your maidservant. Whatever 
truth in all things.” 7Sọ Abraham prayed to | Sarah said to you, listen to her voice; for in 
God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife, | 1838C your seed shall be called. Yet I will 
and his female servants. Then they bore | 2/80 make a great nation of the son of your 

children; !*for the Lord closed up all the mE ee a rs seed. 
wombs of the house of Abimelech because | pearance ee 

















nen R PAR a tere | and took bread and a skin of water: and 
onaran Apranams Wie: putting it on her shoulder; he gave it and 
m. The Birth of Isaac 2> | the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then 


, ee nh ac He | She departed and wandered in the wilder- 
P Now tne Lorg Melee Sarah as He : ness, near the Well of Oath. !5When the wa- 
said, and the Lord did for Sarah as | PSR | 

| | er in the skin was used up, she placed the 
He had spoken.t For Sarah conceived and | eae 

ore eae idane Ar eea boy under one of the shrubs. '*Then she 
es E PETNE AR a 9 i re him t3So | Went and sat down across from him at a 
ime; OP whicn wod had spoken to:nim" 250 | gictance‘of about a bowshot; for she said to 
Abraham called the name: of his son born herself, “Let me not see the death of the 
to him-—whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac. | hoy» So she sat opposite him. and lifted her 
*Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac voice and wept. ~ 

when he was eight days old, as God comi: | © i7Byt God heard the voice of the lad from 
manded him, "Now Abraham was one hun- | the place where he was. Then the Angel of 
dred years old when his son Isaac was born | God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said 
to him. “And Sarah said, “God has made me | to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not 
laugh; all who hear will laugh with me.” | fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad 
7She also said, “Who would have said to | where he ist '8Arise, lift up the lad and 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? | hold him with your hand, for I will make 
For I have borne a child in my old age.” | him a great nation.”t "Then God opened 





21:1 The Son of God visited Sarah and fulfilled the promise He had given in 18:10 (HilryP). Abraham 
and Sarah would have a son in their old age. ` | ; 

21:2 Thus, Sarah conceived, based on the word of promise. She did not conceive based on the power of 
the flesh, for both she and Abraham were past the time of childbearing. Therefore, it is not the chil- 
dren of the flesh—that is, Abraham's offspring through procreation—who are the children of God. 
Rather, the children of this promise are counted as Abraham's seed (Rom 9:8). These children are those 
who embrace Abraham’s faith through the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal 3:16), 

21:10 Hagar was cast out to show that it is not Abraham's children according to procreation who are 
God's children, For example, Abrahams children according to the flesh are such peoples as the Jews, the 
ishmaelites, the Edomites, and the Midianites, But none of these are the children of God because of 
their fleshly relationship. Rather, God's children are any and all who embrace Abraham's faith through © 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal 4:22-31). | ty 
21:17 The Angel of God is the Son of God. He told Hagar that God, that is, God the Father, had heard 
Ishmael’s crying. “The Son is called Angel because He alone reveals the Father (AthanG). NGI 
21:18 The Angel told Hagar He Himself (I will make) would make a great nation of Ishmael. Therefore, 
this Angel is God (see also wv. 19, 20), for God alone could do such a thing. This Angel is not a created 
angel, but the Son of God Himself. And why would He make a great nation of Ishmael? Because after 
His Incarnation, Ishmael’s descendants would embrace Abraham's faith based on the word of promise. 
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GENESIS 21:20 


she went and filled the skin with water, and 
gave the lad a drink. Thus God was with 
the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the 
desert, and became an archer. 2!He dwelt in 
the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother 
took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 


æ“ Abraham’s Agreement 
with Abimelech -7 


22 Now it came to pass at that time that | 


Abimelech, and his friend Ochozath, and 
Phichol, the commander-in-chief of his 
army, spoke to Abraham, saying, “God is 
with you in all you do. Now therefore, 
swear to me by God that you will not deal 


falsely with me, or with my offspring, or- 


with my posterity; but that according to the 
righteousness I did to you, you will do to 
me and to the land in which you have 
dwelt.” “4So Abraham said. “I swear.” 
2Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech be- 
cause of a well of water Abimelech’s ser- 
vants had seized. “Abimelech replied, “I do 
not know who did this thing; you did not 
tell me, nor had I heard of it until today.” 

“/So Abraham took sheep and oxen and 
gave them to Abimelech, and the two of 
them made a covenant. Then. Abraham 
set seven ewe lambs of the flock by them- 
selves. 7Thus Abimelech asked Abraham, 
“Why have you placed these seven ewe 
lambs by themselves?” 2°He replied, “You 
must take these seven ewe lambs from my 
hand, to witness that I dug this well.” 
Therefore he called that place, the Well of 
Oath, because the two of them swore an 
oath there. * Thus they made a covenant at 
the Well of Oath. So Abimelech rose with 
Ochozath his friend and Phichol, the com- 
mander-in-chief of his army, and they re- 
turned to the land of the Philistines. 

’’Then Abraham planted a field at the 
Well of Oath, and there he called on the 
name of the Lord, the eternal God. 34So 
Abraham stayed in the land of the 
Philistines many days. 


22:1 God the Word tested Abraham (AthanG),. | 






22:2 The Word is the Son of God, and by calling Isaac Abraham's beloved son 
concerning His eternal birth from God the Father (AthanG). For He | 
ther“ (Creed), He is also teaching Abraham that He Himself would 
fering for the world’s salvation, and be raised from the dead. 
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her eyes, and she saw a well of water. So | 


-=. Abraham Offers Isaac s7- 
4) Now it came to pass after these 
things that God tested Abraham, 
and said to him, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.”t 2Then He said, 
“Take now your beloved son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a whole burnt offering 

on one of the mountains I tell you.”? 
3So Abraham rose early in the morning 
and saddled his donkey; and took two of 
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; 
and he split firewood for the whole burnt 


offering, and arose and went to the place 


God told him.t 4Then on the third day Abra- 
ham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar 
off. "Thus Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey; the lad and | 
will go yonder and worship, and we will 
come back to you.” 

‘So Abraham took the firewood of the 
whole burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 
his son. Then he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife, and the two of them went to- 
gether. "Then Isaac spoke to Abraham his 
father and said, “My father.” And he said, 
“Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, 


| the fire and the firewood, but where is the 


sheep for a whole burnt offering?” 8And 
Abraham said, “My son, God will provide 
for Himself the sheep for a whole burnt of- 
fering.” So the two of them went together. 
“They came to the place where God had 
told him, And Abraham built an altar there 
and placed the firewood in order: and he 
bound Isaac his son hand and foot and laid 


him on the altar, upon the firewood. 


Then Abraham stretched out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son. !!But the 
Angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham! Abraham!” So 
he said, “Here I am.” !2He then replied, “Do 


not lay your hand on the lad, or do any- 


thing to him, for now I know you fear God. 


| Since for My sake you have not spared your 


beloved son.”t !8Then Abraham lifted his 


is “the Only-begotten from the Fa- 
be offered up as a whole burnt of- 


22:3 Abraham's faith was tested, and he obeyed the Son of God. Such faith and obedience made Abra- 


ham righteous and a friend of God (Jam 2;22-23). 


22:12 Abraham received Isaac back alive. This prefigured the Resurrection of Christ and the future res- 


He is teaching Abraham 
| 
| 


urrection from the dead, in which Abraham believed (Heb 
=> 


11:19). 
i ATA RR DD 
22:1-18 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 











eyes and looked, and there behind him a 
ram was caught in a thicket by its horns. So 
he brought it for a whole burnt offering in 
the place of his son. '4Thus Abraham called 
the name of the place The-Lord-Has- 
Appeared; as it is said to this day, “In the 
mountain the Lord was seen.”t 

isThen the Angel of the Lord called to 
Abraham a second time out of heaven, 
l6and said, “By Myself I have sworn, says 
the Lord, because you did this thing, and 
for My sake did not spare your beloved 
son,t 7I will certainly bless you, and as- 
suredly multiply your seed as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand on the seashore; 





their enemies.t !8In your seed all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be blessed, be- 
cause you obeyed My voice.” 9S0 Abra- 
ham returned to his servants, and they 
rose and went together to the Well of 
Oath; and Abraham dwelt at the Well of 
Oath. 


æ The Children of Nahor -=> 


2Z0Now it came to pass after these things | 
that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed, | 


Milcah also has borne sons to your brother 
Nahor: 2!Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, 
Kemuel the father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo, 
Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel” #*And 
Bethuel begot Rebekah. These eight Milcah 
bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. **His 
concubine, whose name was Reumah, also 
bore Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Ma- 
achah. 








_GENESIS 23:12 


= © The Death and Burial of Sarah -= 
2 Now Sarah lived one hundred and 
twenty-seven years.t 2Then Sarah 
died in the city of Kirjath Arba (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and 
Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to 
weep for her. *Then Abraham stood up 
from before his dead, and spoke to the sons 
of Heth, saying, #“] am a sojourner and a 
stranger among you. Give me therefore a 
burial place among you, that | may bury my 
dead out of my sight.”t 5So the sons of Heth 
answered Abraham, saying, °“Hear us, my 
Lord, you are a king from God among us; 





, | bury your dead in the choicest of our burial 
and your seed shall inherit the cities of | 


places. None of us will withhold his burial 
place from you, to bury your dead there.” 
7Then Abraham stood and bowed himself 


to the people of the land, the sons of Heth. 


8Thus he spoke with them, saying, “If you 
have it in mind for me to bury my dead out 
of my sight, then listen to me, and speak on 


“my behalf to Ephron the son of Zohar,t 


that he may give me the cave of Mach- 
pelah, which he has at the end of his field. 
Let him give it to me at the full price, as a 
burial place among you.” 

lONow Ephron was sitting among the 
sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite an- 
swered Abraham in the presence of the 
sons of Heth, and of all who entered at the 
gate of the city, saying, ''*No, my Lord, 


‘hear me, I give you both the field and the 


cave within it; I give it to you in the pres- 
ence of all my fellow citizens. Bury your 
dead.” '2Then Abraham bowed himself 





22:14, 15 The Angel of the Lord is the Son of God, and He appeared to Abraham. The Lord is God the 


Father. 


22:16 Abraham and Abimelech counseled together and swore by the greater, namely, by the name of 
God (21:23, 24). The seven ewe lambs confirmed the oath, and Abraham named the place the Well of 

Oath, So they were reconciled. However, God cannot swear by anyone greater; therefore, He swore by 
Himself. He confirmed the oath by His Lamb, the Son of God, through whom God's eternal covenant is 
established (Heb 6:13-20). The Well of Oath foreshadows the reconciliation of man to God through 


Jesus Christ. 


22:17 Abraham's seed would be as the stars of heaven and as the sand on the seashore. These are 
Abraham's seed based on the word of promise. This seed is Christ and His Church begotten from Him 
(Gal 3:16). It does not refer to Israel according to the flesh. It refers to both Jews and Gentiles who are 


the children of the promise, 


23:1 The days of Sarah's life were numbered. She knew this because she was a woman of faith. She did 
not know when she would die, but knew she would. For she saw herself as a sojourner and stranger 
passing through this life to the world to come (Heb 11:11-16). 

23:4 Abraham describes himself as a sojourner and a stranger living in this present world. As a 


sojourner, he was passing through this world to the one to come (Heb 11:8-10). As a stranger, he saw 
himself as a foreigner in this world, which was not his true home. 


23:8 Abraham calls Sarah my dead. He does not say “my corpse,” as though Sarah's dead body no 
longer had meaning and value. For he buried Sarah believing her body would be raised from the dead. 





GENESIS 23:13 


before the people of the land, Żand he 
spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the peo- 
ple of the land, saying, “If you are for me, 
hear me. I will give you money for the field; 





take it from me and I will bury my dead | 


there.” '4Ephron then answered Abraham, 
saying to him, !©“My lord, listen to me, the 
land is worth four hundred silver drach- 
mas; but what is that between you and me? 
So bury your dead.” !6So Abraham listened 
to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out the 
silver for Ephron, which he had mentioned 
in the hearing of the sons of Heth, the four 
hundred silver drachmas, currency oi the 
merchants. 

7Thus the field of Ephron in Machpelah; 
which was opposite Mamre, the field and 


the cave in it, and all the trees in'the field, | 


which were within all the surrounding bor- 
ders, were deeded !8to Abraham as his pos- 
session in the presence of the sons’of Heth, 
before all who entered the city. ‘°Then after 
this, Abraham buried Sarah nis wife in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah, which was 
opposite Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the 


land of Canaan." 29So the field and the:cave | 


in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons 
of Heth as property for a burial place. 


-™ Isaac and Rebekah = 


) Now Abraham was old, well 
I advanced in age; and the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things. 2So 


Abraham said to the oldest servant of his 
house, who ruled over all that he had, “Put 
your hand under my thigh, and I will make 
you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven 
and the God of the earth, that you will not 
take a wife for my son Isaac from the 














daughters of the Canaanites, among whom 
I dwell:t 4but you shall go to my land where 
I was born, and to my tribe, and take from 
there a wife for my son Isaac.” 

5And the servant said to him, “Perhaps 
the woman will not be willing to follow me 
to this land. Must I then take your son back 
to the land you came from?” ®But Abraham 


said to him, “Beware that you do not take — 


my son back there. 7The Lord, the God of 
heaven and the God of the earth, who took 
me from my father’s house and from the 


land where I was born, and who spoke to — 


me and swore to me, saying, “To you and 
your seed I give this land,’ He will send His 
Angel before you, and you shall take a wife 
for my son from there.t 8And if the woman 
is not willing to follow you, then you will be 
released from this oath; only do not take 
my son back there.”t 9So the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his lord, 
and swore to him concerning this matter. 

l0Then the servant took ten of his lord’s 
camels and some of all his goods and de- 
parted, and he went to Mesopotamia, to the 
city of Nahor. '!And he made his camels 


[Á — — 


kneel down outside the city by a well of wa- — 
ter at evening time, the time when women | 


go out to draw water. 2Then he said, “O 
Lord, the God of my lord Abraham, give me 
success this day, and show mercy to my 


lord Abraham.t !3Behold, here I stand by — 


the well of water, and the daughters of the 


men of the city are coming out to draw wa- — 
ter. “Now let it be that the virgin to whom © 


I say, ‘Let down your pitcher that I may 
drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also 
give your camels a drink’—let her be the 
one You appointed for Your servant Isaac. 





23:19 Abraham buried Sarah his wife. He buried a person, for a person consists of both body and soul. 
It requires both natures tobe a person, and at death one does not cease to be a person. Therefore, 
Sarah's dead body was her dead body. It was part of her person, awaiting the resurrection from the 
dead. In the resurrection her soul would be reunited with her body, which would then become immor- 


tal. | 


24:3 Abraham believed in one God, whom he called the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of the 
earth. This Lord is God the Father, as the Creed says: “| believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker 


of heaven and earth," 


24:7 The Lord's Angel is the Son of God. The word angel also means messenger. In this meaning it is 
also akin to the term word. The Son of God is called both Angel and Word, for “He alone reveals the 
Father” (AthanG). Both names emphasize that the Son /s the Will of God the Father. Thus, God spoke to 
Abraham through His Will, and told him to leave his father’s house for the land of promise. The words 
He will send His Angel before you were prophesied by Abraham to his servant. He spoke these words 
by the Holy Spirit, as the Creed says: “I believe in the Holy Spirit .... who spoke by the prophets.” 

24:8 Neither the Lord nor Abraham would force the woman to follow Abraham's servant to become © 


Isaac's wife. Both honored free will. 


24:12 Abraham's servant also embraced Abraham's faith. He, too, was a child of God according to the 


word of promise. He also knew the mercy of God. 
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And by this I will know You have shown 
mercy to my lord.”t | 


lsThus it happened, before he finished | 


speaking, that behold, Rebekah, the daugh- 
ter of Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of 


Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with | 


her pitcher on her shoulder. !*Now the vir- 
gin was very beautiful to behold, and she 
was a virgin, for no man had known her. 
She went down to the well, filled her 
pitcher, and came up. Then the servant 


ran to meet'her and said, “Let me drink a 


little water from your pitcher.” !8So she 
said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let 
her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him 
a drink. !9When she finished giving him a 
drink, she said, “I will also draw water for 











is GENESIS 24:44 


words of his sister Rebekah, saying, “Thus 
the man spoke to me,” that he went to the 
man, as he stood by the camels at the well. 
“Laban said to him, “Come in, O blessed of 
the Lord! Why do you stand outside? For I 
have prepared the house, and a place for 


the camels.” =2Then the man came to the 


house and unloaded the camels, and pro- 
vided straw and feed for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet and the feet of the 
men with him. 3°Bread was then set before 
them to eat, but he said, “I will not eat until 
I:have told my business.” And he said, 
“Speak on.” 

34S0 he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 
3°The Lord has blessed my lord greatly, and 
he has become great; and He has:given him 


your camels, until they finish drinking.” | flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and 
70Thus she quickly emptied her pitcher into | female servants, and camels and donkeys. 


the trough, ran back to the well to draw wa- 
ter, and drew for all his camels. 

41And the man, wondering at her re- 
mained silent so as to know whether- the 
Lord had made his journey prosperous or 
not. 22So it was, when the cameis finished 
drinking, the man took golden earrings, 
each a drachma in weight, and two 
bracelets for her wrists, ten pieces of gold 
in their weight, Zand said, “Whose daugh- 
ter are you? Tell me, is there room in your 
father’s house for us to lodge?” 24So she 
said to him; “I am the daughter of Bethuel, 
Mileah’s son, whom’ she bore to Nahor.” 
“Moreover she said to him, “We have both 
straw and feed enough, and room to lodge.” 
“Then the man bowed down his head and 
worshiped the Lord. 27And he said, 
“Blessed is the Lord, the God of my lord 
Abraham, who has not allowed His righ- 
teousness and His truth to forsake my lord. 
As for me, being on the way, the Lord led 
me to the house of my lord’s brethren.”t 
#So the young woman ran and told her 
mother’s household these things. 

“Now Rebekah had a brother whose 
Name was Laban, and he ran out to the man 
by the well, 29So it came to pass, when he 
saw the earrings and the bracelets on his 
Sister’s wrists, and when he heard the 





24:14 The Lord appointed Rebekah to be Isaac's wife. However, this appointment was based on His 


| 


364nd Sarah my lord’s wife bore a son to 
my lord when he was ‘old; and to him he 
has given all he has. ?7Now my lord made 
me swear an oath, saying, “You shall not 
take a wife for my son from the daughters 
of the Canaanites; in whose land I sojourn; 
38hut you shall-go tomy father’s house and 
to my tribe, and take a wife for my son.’ 
39And I said to my lord, ‘Perhaps the 
woman will not return with me.’ ##But he 
said to me, ‘The Lord, before whom I walk, 
will send His Angel with you and prosper 
your way; and you shall take a wife for my 
son from my tribe and from my father’s 
house. #!You will be clear from this oath 
when you arrive at my tribe; for if they will 
not give her to you, then you will be re- 
leased from my oath.’ 

42“Sq I came to the well today and said, 
‘O Lord, the God of my lord Abraham, if 
You will now prosper the way I go, *be- 
hold, I stand by the well of water; and it 
shall come to pass that when the daughters 
of the men come to draw water, and the vir- 
gin to whom I will say, “Give me a little wa- 
ter from your pitcher to drink,” “and she 
says to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your 
camels also,”—let her be the woman whom 
the Lord has appointed for His own servant 
Isaac; and in this I will know You have dealt 





foreknowledge, for He knew beforehand how she would respond. Her free will was not forced. Simi- 
larly, election to salvation is based in the same foreknowledge. As St. Paul said, “whom He foreknew, 


He also predestined” (Rom 8:29). 
24:27 Abraham's servant knew how to pray, 


for he began, “Blessed is..." This is the way the services — 


of the Church begin. In his prayer he recognized the Lord's righteousness and truth. The Lord makes 


People righteous through Abraham's faith, and this faith 


and ground of the truth” (1Ti 3:15). 





O 


is based in the truth. The Church is “the pillar 





SEN ESTS 2245 


mercifully with my lord Abraham.’ 45But 
before I finished speaking in my mind, 
there was Rebekah, coming out with her 
pitcher on her shoulder; and she went 
down to the well and drew water And I said 
to her, ‘Let me drink.’ And she made haste 
and let her pitcher down from her shoulder 
and said, ‘Drink, and I will also give your 
camels a drink.’ So | drank, and she gave 
the camels a drink also. 47Then I asked her, 
and said, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ And 
she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s 
son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the 
earrings on her and the bracelets on her 
wrists. 

48“Thus being well pleased | worshiped 








the Lord; and blessed the Lord, the God of 


my lord Abraham, who led me in the way of 
truth, to take the daughter of my lord's 
brother for his son. #29Now if you will deal 
mercifully and justly with my lord, teli me. 
But if not, tell me, that I may turn to the 
right hand or to the left.” 

50Then Laban and Bethuel answered and 
said, “The command comes from the Lord; 
we cannot speak to you either good or bad. 
51Here is Rebekah before you; take her and 
go, and let her be your lord’s son's wife, as 
the Lord has spoken.” And it. came. to 
pass, when Abraham’s servant heard their 
words, that he bowed to the earth and wor- 
shiped the Lord. Then the servant 
brought out jewelry of silver and gold and 
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He 
also gave gifts to her brother and her 
mother. 54And he and the men with him ate 
and drank and stayed all night. | 

Then they arose early in the morning, 
and he said, “Send me away to my lord.” 
55But her brother and her mother said, “Let 


: irsin remain with us about ten days; | 
thew enee were the sons of Keturah. 


after that she may go.” 56And he said to 
them, “Do not hinder me, since the Lord 
has prospered my way; send me away that 
I may go to my lord.” 57S they said, “We 





24:58 Rebekah went with Abraham's servant of her own free 


Lord’s will. 
24:62, 63 At the Well of the Vision, the 
on this vision. 

25:1-4 The children o 
children of Abraham by Ketura 
ishmaelites, 


rael, Tt elites sprang from Hagar, Ab a 
changed to Israel. The when rote But the children of God are any and all who embrace the faith 


ring of Esau, Jacob's | | 
OPRITA through the word of promise. 
25:5-7 Abraham sent all t 
of promise. He sent them a 








children of Keturah awa : | : 
bay to emphasize that the children of God are born according to this wore: 


32 





sonally.” 58Then they called Rebekah and 
said to her, “Will you go with this man? 
She said, “I will go.”t °Thus they sent away 
Rebekah their sister and her goods and 
Abraham’s servant and those with him. 


60They blessed Rebekah their sister and — 
said to her, “Our sister, may you become — 
the mother of thousands of myriads, and — 


may your seed possess the gates of their 
enemies.” 6!Then Rebekah and her maids 
arose, and rode on the camels and went 
with the man. So the servant took Rebekah 


and departed. 


62Now Isaac came through the desert to 
the Well of the Vision, for he dwelt in the 
South.t Isaac then went out to meditate in 
the field in the evening, and he lifted his 
eyes and saw camels coming. Then Re- 
bekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw 
Isaac, she dismounted from her camel; for 
she had said to the servant, “Who is that 


man walking in the field to meet us?” The 


servant said, “It is my lord.” So she took a 
veil and covered herself. "Now the servant 
told Isaac all the things he had done. ®’Thus 
Isaac brought Rebekah into his mother 
Sarah’s tent, and he took her and she be- 


comforted concerning Sarah his mother. 


æ% Abraham and Keturah > 


Now Abraham again took a wife, 
-and her name was Keturah.t 2So she 


bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, 
Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan begot Sheba — 


and Dedan. Thus the sons of Dedan were 
Ragouel, Nabdeed and the Asshurim, the 
Letushim, and the Leummim. 4And the 
sons of Midian were Ephah, Ephet, 
Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these 


5Now Abraham gave all his possessions 
to Isaac.t 6But Abraham gave gifts to the 
sons of his concubines; and while he was 


will. She freely submitted her will to the 


Son of God appeared to Hagar (16:7-14). Isaac was meditating 


f God are not Abraham's children according to the flesh. If this were so, the six. 
| h would be the children of God. So also would be the Jews, the 
and the Edomites, by right of birth. For the Jews came from Jacob, whose name was 


raham’s concubine. The Edomites were the 


y from Isaac, who was born according to the word 





will call the young woman and ask her per. — 





came his wife. So he loved her, and was | 





i 


Pt 


55 


still living, he sent them eastwar 
from Isaac his son, to the country of the 
east. 


«+ The Death and Burial of Abraham =- 


‘After these things, the sum of years 
Abraham lived were one hundred and sev- 
enty-five years.t Then Abraham breathed 
his last and died in a good old age, old and 
full of days and.was added to his people. 








d, away 


in the cave of Machpelah, opposite Mamre, 
in the field of Ephron, the son of Zohar the 


Hittite, the field and the cave Abraham | 
purchased from the sons of Heth. There 


they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. 
UThus it came to pass, after the death of 


Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; | 
and Isaac dwelt at the Weli of the Vision.t | 


=. The Genealogy of Ishmaei and Isaac = 

l2Now this is the genealogy.of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, whom Hagar, Sarah’s 
maidservant, bore to Abraham. '’These 
were the names of Ishmael’s sons, by their 
names, according to their families: Ish- 
mael’s firstborn, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Ad- 
beel, Mibsam, '4Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 
Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kede- 
mah. '*These were the sons of Ishmael, and 
these were their names, by their towns and 
settlements, twelve princes according to 
their nations. !7These were the years of Ish- 
mael’s life: one hundred and thirty-seven 
years; and he breathed his last and died, 
and was added to his people. !8(He dwelt 
Opposite Egypt, from Havilah as far as 
Shur, as you go toward Assyria, and dwelt 
separate from all his brothers.) 

Now this is the genealogy of Isaac, 
Abraham’s son, Abraham begot Isaac.t 
“Isaac was forty years old when he took 





25:7, 8 Abraham died in a good old age, old and full of days; that is, he died full of faith and blessing 





GENESIS 25:33 


Rebekah as his wife, the daughter of 


Bethuel the Syrian of Mesopotamia, and 
the sister of Laban the Syrian. 2!Now Isaac 
pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and God granted his plea, 
and Rebekah his wife conceived. 2*But the 
children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If all is well, why am [I like this?” 
So she went to inquire of the Lord. ##And 


: | the Lord said to her: 
9So his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him | : , 


“Two nations are in your womb, 
And two peoples shall be separated 
from your body. 
One shall be stronger than the other, 
And the older shall serve the 
younger.”t f 


44Thus, when her days were fulfilled to 
give birth, indeed, there were twins in her 
womb. 2°Now the firstborn came out red. 
He was like a hairy garment all over; so she 
named him Esau. 28Afterward his brother 
came out, and his hand took hold of Esau’s 
heel; so she called his name Jacob. Isaac 


- was sixty years old when Rebekah bore 


them: 


A Esau Sells His Birthright -7 
2S0. the boys grew. Now Esau was a 


skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob 


was a simple man, dwelling in tents.t 2Now 
Isaac loved Esau because he ate his veni- 
son, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29Then Ja- 
cob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from 
the field, and was weary. 3°So Esau said to 
Jacob, “Let me taste this red stew, for I am 
exhausted,” Therefore his name was called 
Edom. But Jacob said to Esau, “Sell me 
your birthright today.” °2Esau replied, 
“Look, I am about to die. What good then is 
this birthright to me?” “Then Jacob said, 


from God. He was added to his people, that is, to the children of God. These children are awaiting the 
resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to come (Creed). 
25:11 Isaac dwelt at the Well of the Vision, where the Son of God appeared to Hagar (16:7-14). He 


new the Son of God. 


25:19 Christ came through the genealogy of Isaac (Mt 1:2). 

25:23 This prophecy shows that God's purpose in salvation stands on the basis of His calling, and not on 
the basis of works, either good or bad (Rom 9:11). For God foreknew which of the two sons would be- 
lieve the word of promise given to Abraham. Jacob embraced the faith of Abraham, whereas Esau re- 
lected it, Both were called, but Jacob alone responded to the call through faith. The Jews came from 
Jacob, and those who respond to God's calling, as did Jacob, are the children of God. For the Jews who - 


Not embrace Abraham's faith are like Esau. 


‘27-33 Esau was the older son, so the right of the firstborn was his. This right taught the firstborn to 


n brace Abraham's faith. But he despised this faith, because of his fear of death (v. 32). He despised 
€ very faith that could save him from death (Heb 12:16, 17). PERO | 





GENESIS 26.0 0 nis 
“Swear to me today.” So he swore to him, 
and sold his birthright to Jacob. 


= Isaac and Abimelech .=> 
2 6 Now there was a famine in the land, 

besides the first famine in the days 
of Abraham; and Isaac went to Abimelech, 
king of the Philistines, in Gerar. Then the 
Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go 
down to Egypt; live in the land where | will 
tell you.t $Sojourn in this land, and I will be 
with you and bless you; for to you and your 
seed I give all these lands; and I will per- 
form the oath I swore’ to Abraham your 
father.t 4And I will make your seed multi- 
ply as the stars of heaven; | will give your 
seed all these lands; and in your seed all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed;t 








‘because Abraham your father obeyed My | 
| there and pitched his -tent in the Valley of 
| Gerar, and dwelt there. 


voice and kept My charge, My command- 
ments, My ordinances, and My laws.”t §So 
Isaac dwelt in Gerar. | 

7Now the men of the place asked about 
his wife, and he said, “She is my sister,” for 
he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” lest 
the men of the place should kill him for Re- 
bekah, because she was beautiful to: be- 
hold. Now it came to pass, when he had 
been there a long time, that Abimelech 
king of Gerar looked through a window 
and saw Isaac, showing endearment to Re- 
bekah his wife. 9Then Abimelech called 
Isaac and said, “Quite obviously she is your 
wife; so how could you say, ‘She is my Sis- 
ter’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I said to 
myself, ‘Lest I should die on account of 
her. ” Thus Abimelech said, “Why have 












you done this to us? One of the people 
could easily have lain with your wife, and 
you would have brought guilt on us.” !!So 
Abimelech charged all his people, saying, 
“He who touches this man or his wife shall 
surely be put to death.” | 

2Then Isaac sowed in that land, and 


reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and 


the Lord blessed him. !°The man began to 


| prosper, and continued prospering until he 


became very prosperous; !“for he had herds 
of sheep and oxen and many fields. So the 
Philistines envied him. Now the Philis- 
tines had stopped up all the wells his fa- 
ther’s servants had dug’ in the days of Abra- 
ham his father, and they had filled them 
with earth. “Then Abimelech said to Isaac, 
“Go away from us, for you are much might- 
ier than we.” “Then Isaac departed from 


Again, Isaac dug the wells of water 


| they had dug in the days of Abraham his fa- 


ther, for the Philistines had stopped them 
up after the death of Abraham. He called 
them by the names his father had called 
them. !%Also, Isaac’s servants dug in the 
valley of Gerar, and found a well of fresh 
water there. But the herdsmen of Gerar 
fought with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The 


| water is ours.” So he called the name of the 
well Injustice, because they quarreled with 


him.t Then they dug another well, and 
they quarreled over that one also. So he 
called its name Enmity. 22So he moved from 
there and dug another well, and they did 
not fight over it. Thus he called its name 





26:2 The Word, who is the Son of God, appeared to Isaac and told him not to'go down to Egypt, but to 
live in the land promised to Abraham. For Egypt was a type of the fallen world, whereas the land prom- 
pon to Abraham was a type of the world to come. It reminded Isaac to keep his focus on Abraham's — 

aith. | 3 | : Ó 
26:3 The Word also told Isaac to sojourn in this land. A sojourner is one who sees the world to come as 
the land of promise (Creed). The land of Canaan was only a land in which to sojourn. Like his father, 
Abraham, he saw the world to come as his true inheritance, “By faith he [Abraham] dwelt in the land 
of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
(Heb Ae for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God” 

feb 11:9, 10). 
26:4 The phrase your seed includes both Jews and Gentiles (all the nations) who embrace the promise 
given to Abraham. The phrase “in your seed” is a reference to Christ (Gal 3:16), For both Jews and Gen- 
tiles who believe are joined together as one body in Christ, that is, in Christ and His Church. | 
26:5 All who believe are blessed with Abraham, because he obeyed the voice of God the Son and kept 
what He commanded him to do, The faithful are those who obey the voice of the Son of God (Jn 10). 
26:20-22 The names of the two wells, Injustice and Enmity, show the opposition between righteous- ` 
ness and unrighteousness. Isaac was righteous through faith, but the herdsmen of Gerar were represen- 
tatives of this fallen world. Isaac was a man of peace, but they were men of war. who fought against — 
the righteous man. The well called Room shows that the Lord makes room for the righteous in this 
world, in order to increase their number. These will inherit the land of promise to come. 4 








Room, because he said, “Now the Lord has 
made room for us, and has increased us in 
the land.” 

2’Then he went up from there to the Well 
of Oath. 24Now the Lord appeared to him 
the same night and said, “I am the God of 
your father Abraham; do not fear, for Iam 
with you. I will bless you. and multiply your 





seed for My servant Abraham’s sake.”t 25So | 


he built an altar there and called on the 
name of the Lord; and he pitched his tent 
there; and there Isaac’s. servants dug a 
well.t 25Then Abimelech came to him from 
Gerar with Ahuzzath his friend, and Phi- 


chol the commander-in-chief of his army. | 


Isaac said to them, “Why have you come 
to me, since you hate me and have sent me 
away from you?” 28But they said, “We have 
certainly seen the Lord is with vou. So we 
said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, 
between you and us; and let us make a 
covenant with you, #that: you. will do us no 
harm, since we have not touched you, and 
since we have done nothing to you but 


good, and have sent you away in peace. You | 


are now the blessed of the Lord. ” 2°So he 
made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 

31Then they arose early in the morning 
and swore an oath with one another; and 


Isaac sent them away, and they departed 


from him in peace. °2Jt came to pass the 
same day, Isaac’s servants came and told 
him about the well they dug, and said to 
him, “We have found water.” °°So he called 
it, Oath; therefore, the name of the city is 
the Well of Oath to this day. 

“Now when Esau was forty years old, he 
took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri 


the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of 








2 





poe 


Elon the Hittite.t But they were con- 
tentious with Isaac and Rebekah. 








æ. Isaac Blesses Jacob = 

Now it came to pass, when Isaac 
was old and his eyes were so dim he 
could not see, that he called Esau his older 
son and said to him, “My son.” And he 
answered him, “Here I am.” 2Then he said, 
“Behold now, I am old. I do not know the 
day of my death.t 3Now therefore, take 
your weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
and go out to the field and hunt game for 
me. *Then make me savory food, such as I 
love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that 
my soul may bless you before I die.” 

sNow Rebekah was listening when Isaac 
spoke to Esau his son; and Esau went to the 
field to hunt game for his father. So Re- 


| bekah spoke to Jacob her younger son, say- 
ing, “Indeed, I heard your father speak to 
Esau your brother, saying, “Bring me game 


and make savory food for me, that I may 
eat it and bless you in the presence of the 
Lord before my death.’t SNow therefore, my 
son, obey my voice according to what | 


command you. Go now to the sheep and 


bring me from there two kids, choice and 
good, and I will make savory food from 
them for your father, such as he loves. 
WUThen you shall take it to your father, that 
he may eat it and bless you before his 
death,” 

Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, 
“Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and 
I am a smooth-skinned man, !2Perhaps my 
father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a 
deceiver to him; and I shall bring a curse on 
myself and not a blessing.” !3But his mother 





26:24 God the Son appeared to Isaac at the Well of Oath and swore to him concerning the promise 
made to Abraham. This swearing emphasized the unchangeableness of the Lord's will and purpose 
(Heb 6:17, 18). The Lord will fulfill His purpose in the world to come and give it to the heirs of promise. 
Isaac laid hold of this oath and the hope it gave him (Heb 6:19, 20). | 

26:25 Isaac worshiped the Son of God at the altar he built. At the altar, the Church worships the Son, 


and together with Him, the Father and the Spirit. 


26:34, 35 The wives of Esau represent those who contend with Christ and His Church. 

27:2 Isaac did not know the day he would die, nor does any man, But he was'a man of faith; and he 
looked to the day he would die, He faced this reality by faith and prepared himself for it. 

27:7 The Lord is present everywhere and fills all things. Thus, Isaac would give the blessing of the first- 
born in His presence. The blessing of the firstborn gave the eldest son a double portion of his father’s 
inheritance. He would also become the ruler and head over his brethren Upon his father’s death, and be 
responsible for the welfare and administration of the family. All this foreshadowed the Lord's Incarna- 
tion as the Firstborn of the Father and the ruler and head over the Church, Through His Incarnation, He 
would secure the Church's eternal inheritance (Rom 4:13; 8:29; Gal 3:3, 18, 29; 4:7; Eph 1:11, 14, 18; 3:6; 
Col 1:12, 15, 18; 3:24; Tts 3:7; Heb 1:2, 4, 6; 6:17; 9:15; 11:7-9; 12:23; Jam 2:5; 1Pt 1:4; 3:7; Rev 1:5). 
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27:1-41 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent: 


GENESIS 27:14 | 
said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son; 
only obey my voice, and go, get them for 
me.” 14So he went and got them and 
brought them to his mother, and his mother 
made savory food, such as his father loved. 








Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of | 
her elder son Esau, which were with her in 


the house, and put them on Jacob her 
younger son. !She also put the skins of the 
kids on his hands and on the exposed part 
of his neck. "Then she gave the savory 
food and the bread she had prepared into 
the hands of her son Jacob. 


i8Thus he went to his father and said, | 


“My father.” And he said, “Here | am. Who 
are you, my son?” !8Jacob said to his father, 
“I am Esau your firstborn: I have done just 


as you told me; arise, sit and eat of my | 


















And let your mother’s sons bow down 
to you: | 

And cursed be everyone who curses you, 

And blessed be those who bless you.” 





“n~ Esau’s Lost Blessing > | 

30Now it happened, as soon as Isaac fin- 
ished blessing Jacob his son, and Jacob had 
scarcely gone out from the presence of 
Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came 
in from his hunting. 2!He also had made sa- 
vory food, and brought it to his father, and 
said to his father, “Let my father arise and 
eat of his son’s game, that your soul may 
bless me.” 22And his father Isaac said to 
him, “Who are you?” So he said, “I am your 
son, your firstborn, Esau.” | 

33Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and 
one who hunted 


game, that your soul may bless me.” But | said, “Who? Where is the 
Isaac said to his son, “How is it you have | game and brought it to me? I ate all of it be- 
found it so quickly, my son?” He said, “Beé- | fore you came, and I have blessed him— 
cause the Lord your God brought it to me.” | and indeed, he shall be blessed.” **When 
21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, | Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 
that I may feel you, my son, whether you | with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, 
are my son Esau or not.” 22So Jacob went | and said to his father, “Bless me—me also, 
near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and O my father!”t But he said, “Your brother 


said, “The voice is Jacob’s, but the hands 
are Esau’s.” 2Thus he did not recognize 


him, because his hands were hairy like his | 


brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 
24Then he said, “Are you my son Esau?” He 
said, “I am.” 

25He said, “Bring your game to me, my 
son, and I will eat from it, that my soul may 
bless you.” So he brought it near to him, 
and he ate; and he brought him wine, and 
he drank. 2°Then his father Isaac said to 
him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27So 
he came near and kissed him; and he 
smelled the smell of his clothing. 

Thus he blessed him and said: 


“Surely, the smell of my son 
Is like the smell of a field the Lord has 
blessed. 
2 Therefore, may God give you of the 
dew of heaven 
And of the fatness of the earth, 
And plenty of grain and wine. 
29 Let peoples serve you, 
And nations bow down to you. 
Be lord over your brethren, 








came with deceit and has taken away your 
blessing.” 35Then Esau said, “Is he not 
rightly named Jacob? For he supplanted me 
these two times. He took away my 
birthright, and now look, he has taken 
away my blessing.” So he said, “Have you 
not reserved a blessing for me?” | 

37Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, 
“Indeed, I have made him your lord, and all 
his brethren I have given to him as ser- 
vants; with grain and wine I have sustained 
him. What shall I do now for you, my son?” 
38Esau said to his father, “Have you only 
one blessing, my father? Bless me—me 
also, O my father!” But when Isaac was 
troubled, Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 
sured Isaac his father answered and said 
o him: 


©- “Behold, your dwelling shall be of the 
| fatness of the earth, 
And of the dew of heaven from above. 
By your sword you shall live, 
And you shall serve your brother; 
And it shall come to pass, when you 
become restless, 


40 


N 


27:34 The blessing of the firstborn was denied Esau because he despisec CO 

Ake. = Ee gi, pised the faith of Abraha ecau 
a Bee cunt nne no PECA penaos in order to inherit the blessing of the Abah eh pata | 
Heb 12:16, 17). Likewise, in the Day of Judgment, people who in this lif ; 
inheritance will be unable to find repentance in that day. e reject the offer of the future | 
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That you shall break his yoke from 
your neck.” 








~. Jacob Sent to Laban m 


41Thus Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing with which his father blessed him; 
and Esau said in his mind, “Let the days of 
mourning for my father draw near, then I 
will kill my brother Jacob.” 42So. the words 
of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah, 
and she sent and called Jacob her younger 
son, and said to him, “Surely, your brother 
Esau is threatening to kill you. “Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice; arise, flee 
to Mesopotamia to my brother Laban in 
Haran. *#And stay with him a few days, un- 
til your brother’s anger and wrath turn 
away from you, and he forgets what you 
did to him; then I will send and bring you 
from there. Why should I be bereaved also 
of you both in one day?” 

Then Rebekah said. to Isaac, “I am 
weary of my life because of the daughters 
of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife from the 
daughters of this land, what good will my 
life be to me?” 


æ Isaac Sends Jacob to Mesopotamia 7 


2 Now Isaac called Jacob and blessed 
him, and charged him, saying, “You 


shall not take a wife from the daughters of | 
Canaan. 2Arise, go to Mesopotamia, to the | 
| abroad to the west and the east, to the 


house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and 
take yourself a wife from there of the 
daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 
’May God bless you, and increase and mul- 
tiply you, that you may be an assembly of 
nations; 4and give you the blessing of 
Abraham, to you and your seed with you, 
that you may inherit the land of your 
sojourning, which God gave to Abraham.”t 
°So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to 

esopotamia, to Laban the son of Bethuel 
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the 
mother of Jacob and Esau. 
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SNow Esau saw that Isaac had blessed 
Jacob and sent him away to Mesopotamia 
to take himself a wife from there, and as he 
blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, 
“You shall not take a wife from the daugh- 


ters of Canaan,” 7and Jacob had obeyed his 


father and mother and had gone to 
Mesopotamia. 8Also, Esau saw that the 
daughters of Canaan did not please his fa- 
ther Isaac. 9S0 Esau went to Ishmael and 


took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, 
-Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to 
be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 


æ Jacob’s Ladder = 


lONow Jacob went out from the Well of 
Oath and went toward Haran !!So he 
came to a.certain place and stayed there all 
night, because the sun had set. Then he 
took one of the stones of that place and put 
it at his head, and he lay down in that place 
to sleep. Then he dreamed, and behold, a 
ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it.t 
t350 behold, the Lord stood above it and 
said, “I am the Lord God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac. Do not fear, 
the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and your seed. !4Also, your seed shall be as 
the dust of the earth; you shall spread 


north and the south; and in you and in 
your seed all the tribes of the earth shall be 
blessed. Behold, I am with you and will 
keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have spoken 
to you.” i 

'6Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “The Lord is in this place, and I did 
not know it.” 7S0 he was afraid and said, 
“How awesome is this place! This is none 


| other than the house of God, and this is the 





28:4 The blessing of Abraham was given to Jacob, as noted in v. 3. The seed is first Christ, then His Off- 
*Pring, the Church (Gal 3). The land is a type of the world to come, which will be this present world 
redeemed (Rom 8), This present world is the land of your sojourning, In the world to come, it will be 
the permanent home of those who inherit it, 
28:12 The ladder that reached to heaven speaks of the Mother of God and of the Son of God born of 

er. The icon in the apse of the church is called the Platytera, which means wide, broad, spacious. It 
reveals Christ in her womb, and she connects heaven and earth through Him for our salvation. 
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(1 )~ i i 
28:10-17 This passage is read on the Feasts of the Theotokos: the Annunciation (March 25); the 
Ormition (August 15); and the Nativity (September 8). 
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gate of heaven.”t !8Now Jacob rose early in 


the morning, and took the stone he put at 


his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil | 


on top of it.t !9Thus Jacob called the name 
of that place Bethel: but the name of that 
city was Luz previously. 


20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If the | 


Lord God will be with me, and keep me in 
this way I am going, and give me bread to 
eat and clothing to put on, #and bring me 
back in safety to my father’s house, then 
the Lord shall be my God. And this stone 
I set as a pillar shall be God’s house to me, 
and of all You give me I will surely give a 
tithe to You.”t 


=. Jacob and Rachel -=> 


J | Now Jacob went on his journey and 
, came to the land of the east, to 
Laban. 2So he looked and saw a'well in the 
field; and behold, there were three fiocks of 
sheep lying by it, for out of that wel they 
watered the flocks; and a large stone was 


on the well’s mouth. 2Now all ine facks | 


would be gathered there; and they would 


roll the stone from the well’s raouth, water 
the sheep, and put the stone back in its 


place on the well’s mouth. 

4So Jacob said to them, “My. brethren, 
where are you from?” And they said, “We 
are from Haran.” ®*Then he said to them, 
“Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” 
And they said, “We know him.” ®So he said 
to them, “Is he well?” They said, “He is well. 
Look, his daughter Rachel is coming with 
the sheep.” 7Then he said, “It is still high 
day; it is not time for the cattle to be gath- 
ered together. Water the sheep, and go and 
feed them.” *But they said, “We cannot, un- 
til all the shepherds are gathered together, 








and they have rolled the stone from the 
well’s mouth; then we will water the 
sheep.” 

9Now while he was still speaking with 
them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, 
for she was a shepherdess. !°And it came to 
pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter 


of Laban, his mother’s brother, and the © 


sheep of Laban, his mother’s brother, Jacob 
went near and rolled the stone from the 
well’s mouth, and watered the flock of La- 
ban, his mother’s brother. Then Jacob 
kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and 


wept. !2So Jacob told Rachel he was her fa- — 


ther’s relative and Rebekah’s son, and she 
ran and told her father these words. Then 


it came to pass, when Laban heard the re- — 


port about Jacob, his sister’s son, that he 
ran to meet him, and embraced him and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. 
So he told Laban. all these things. “Now 





Laban said to him, “Surely you are my | 


| bone and my flesh.” And he stayed with 


him for a month.t | 
Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because 

you are my brother, should you therefore 

serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should 


your. wages be?”t !6Now Laban had two — 


daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, 
and the name of the younger was Rachel. 
\7_Leah’s eyes were delicate, but Rachel was 
beautiful in form and appearance. !&Now 
Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve 


you seven years for Rachel your younger 


— 


daughter.” !9So Laban said, “It is better that — 


I give her. to you than to another man. Stay 
with me.” 2°So Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to 
him because of the love he had for her. 
41Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my 


28:17 The house of God speaks of the Church, and the gate of heaven is the Mother of God (Kairon 
and Akathist Services). Because the Son was conceived in her womb, she opened the gate of heaven to 


those who embrace the faith of Abraham. 


28:18 The stone is Christ, the foundation stone of the Church (Mt 21:42-44; Mk 12:10; Lk 20:17, 18; 
Acts 4:11; Rom 9:32, 33; 1Co 3:10, 11; 1Pt 2:4-8). The oil signifies Christ, whose human nature was 


anointed by the Holy Spirit (Mt 1:18; 3:16; Heb 1:9). 


28:22 God's house speaks of the Church. Jacob gave a tithe of all God gave him. A tithe is ten percent 


given to the Church. 


29:14 Laban called Jacob my bone and my flesh, for they were blood relatives. In contrast to this, the 
Church is not based on blood relationships. It is based on the life-giving flesh of Christ, by which those 
who embrace Him in faith become “members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones” (Eph 5:30). The 
members of His body are closer in relationship than blood relations. 

29:15 Laban called Jacob my brother. Technically, Jacob was Laban's nephew, Therefore, the title 
brother does not necessarily mean a son of the same father or mother. In Mt 13:55 and Mk 3:31, Jesus's 
said to have brothers. These are not sons of Mary His mother. They are simply close relatives. The | 
Church calls Mary Ever-virgin. This belief is a dogma of the Church, for she bore only one Son, the Lord 


Jesus Christ. 
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wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go 
in to her.” | 

22Now Laban gathered together all the 
men of the place and made a wedding 
feast. Thus it came to pass in the evening, 
he took Leah his daughter and brought her 
to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24So Laban 
gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah 
as a handmaiden. 2°Then it came to pass in 
the morning, behold, it was Leah; and he 
said to Laban, “What is this you have done 
to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served 
you? Why then have you deceived me?” 


26. aban replied, “It must not be done so in | 


our country, to give the younger before the 
firstborn. 2’Fulfill her week, and I will give 
you this one also for the service you will 
render me still another seven years.”? 

2Then Jacob did so and fulfilled’ her 
week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel 
as wife also; Laban also fave his hand- 
maiden Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as a 
handmaiden. °°Then Jacob also went in to 
Rachel, and he loved Rachel more than 
Leah; and he served with Laban still an- 
other seven years. 


æ Jacob’s Children => 
31But when the Lord saw Leah was 
hated. He opened her womb; but Rachel 
was barren. 22So Leah conceived and bore 
Jacob a son, and she called his name 


Reuben: for she said, “The Lord has surely | 


looked on my humiliation. Now therefore, 


my husband will love me.” Then she:con- | 


ceived again and bore Jacob a second son, 
and said, “Because the Lord heard I was 
hated, He has therefore given me this son 
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| a GENESIS 30:11 
also.” So she called his name Simeon. #4She 
conceived again and bore a son, and said, 
“Now this time my husband will be on my 
side, because I have borne him three sons.” 
Therefore she called his name Levi.t “Now 
she conceived again and bore a son, and 
said, “Now I will give thanks to the Lord.” 
Therefore she called his name Judah. Then 
she stopped bearing. 








| Now when Rachel saw that she bore 
Jacob no children, Rachel envied 


her sister, and said to Jacob, “Give me chil- 


SS 


dren, or else I die.” 2So Jacob’s anger was 
aroused against Rachel, and he said, “Am I 
in the place of God, who has withheld from 
you the fruit of the womb?” 3She replied to 
Jacob, “Here is my maid Bilhah; go in to 
her, and she will bear on my knees, that I 
also may have children by her.” *She then 
gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, and 
Jacob went in to her. Thus Bilhah, Rachel's 
handmaiden, conceived and bore Jacob a 
son. "Then Rachel said, “God has judged 
me; and He has heard my voice and given 
me a son.” Therefore, she called his name 
Dan.t 7Now Rachel’s handmaiden Bilhah 
conceived again and bore Jacob a second 
son. Then Rachel said, “God has. helped 
me, and I have wrestled with my sister; and 
indeed, I have prevailed.” So she called his 
name Naphtali.t 

9Now when Leah saw she had stopped 
bearing, she took Zilpah her handmaiden 
and gave her to Jacob as wife. So Jacob 


went in to her, and Zilpah, Leah’s hand- 
maiden, conceived and bore Jacob a son. 


29:27 One week in this case equals seven years. Thus, each week in Daniel’s prophecy equals seven 





Then Leah said, “Good fortune!” Thus she 


years (Daniel 9), to the coming of Christ in the Incarnation. a 
29:34, 35 Levi was the forefather of the levitical priesthood, also known as the order of Aaron, for . 
Aaron came from Levi (Heb 7:11), But the Christ could not be part of this order, because He would de- 
scend from Judah (Heb 7:14). However, the prophecy said Christ would be the High Priest of the order 
of Melchizedek (Ps 109:4). Thus, both orders cannot coexist as the way to be perfected. The order of 


Aaron became obsolete because Levi and his offspring are still dead, 


whereas Christ is alive from the 


dead. Therefore, Jews are not made children of God through the order of Aaron, Both Jews and Gen- 
tiles become the children of God only through the order of Melchizedek, in the one body of Christ, the 
Church, which is also called “the Israel of God" (Gal 6:16). } 

30:6 The names of the sons of Jacob reveal things concerning the Incarnation of the Son of God, For 


example, Rachel speaks of Dan’s birth in relation to God as 


Judge; Christ “shall come to judge the living 


and the dead” (Creed). Also, Reuben’s birth relates to humiliation (29:32); the Son humbled Himself to 


become Man for man’s salvation (Php 2:7). Simeon's birth emphasizes hatred (29:33); | 
and sometimes, so is the Church (Jn 15:18). Levi's birth speaks of union, for 


without cause (Jn 15:25), 


Christ was hated 


“on my side” speaks of union (29:34), Christ unites His Church to Himself in baptism (Rom 6:5). Judah's 
birth relates to thanksgiving (29:35); Christ established the Eucharist, which means Thanksgiving. 
30:7 Naphtali’s birth emphasizes victory, Christ prevailed over death by triumphing over it through the 


cross (Col 2:14, 15). 
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called his name Gad.t !2Now Zilpah, Leah’s 
handmaiden, bore Jacob a second son. 
Then Leah said, “I am blessed, for the 
women will call me blessed.” So she called 
his name Asher.t 

l4Now Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harvest and found mandrakes in the field, 
and brought them to his mother Leah. Thus 
Rachel said to Leah, “Give me some of your 
son’s mandrakes.” But she said to her, “Is 








it a small matter that you have taken away | 


my husband? Would you take away my 


son’s mandrakes also?” So Rachel said, | 


“Not so! Let him lie with you tonight for 
your son’s mandrakes.” !S“Now when Jacob 
came out of the field in the evening, Leah 
went out to meet him and said, “You must 
come in to me, for I have surely hired you 
with my son’s mandrakes.” So he lay with 
her that night. !}’Thus God listened to Leah, 
and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth 
son. '®Then Leah said, “God has given me 
my wages, because I have given my hand- 
maiden to my husband.” So she called his 
name Issachar.t !9Now Leah conceived 
again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 2“Then 
Leah said, “God has endowed me- with a 
good endowment; now my busband will 
choose me, because I have borne him six 
sons.” So she called his name Zebulun.t 
41 Afterward she bore a daughter, and called 
her name Dinah. 


=. The Agreement of Jacob and Laban -7 


42Then God remembered Rachel, and 
God listened to her and opened her womb. 
23Thus she conceived and bore a son, and 
said, “God has taken away my reproach.”t 
24So she called his name Joseph, and said, 
“The Lord shall add another son to me.” 

29Now it came to pass, when Rachel had 
borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, 
“Send me away, that I may go to my own 
place and to my country. 2°Give me my 
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wives and my children for whom | have 
served you, and let me go; for you know the 
service I rendered you.” “Then Laban said 
to him, “If I could find grace in your eyes, | 


| would seek for it divinely, for God has 


| blessed me by your coming.” 28So he said, 
“Name me your wages, and | will give it.” 


| Jacob replied, “You know how I have 


served you and how numerous your cattle 
became with me. *°For what you had before 
I came was little, and it has increased to a 
great amount; the Lord has blessed you 
since my coming. Now therefore, when 
shall I also establish my own house?” 
31Thus Laban said to him, “What shall I 
give you?” Jacob replied, “You shall not 
give me anything. If you will do this thing 
for me, I will again feed and keep- your 
sheep: °2Let me pass through all your 
| flocks today, removing from them all the 
| gray sheep, and all the spotted and speck- 
| led among the goats; and these shall be my 
| wages. 3So my righteousness will answer 
| for me in time to come, when the subject of 
| my wages comes before you: every one that 
is not speckled and spotted among the 
| goats, and gray among the sheep, will be 
considered stolen, if it is with me.”t 3Then 
| Laban said to him, “Let it be according to 
your word.” So he removed that day all 
the male goats that were speckled and 
spotted, all the female goats that were 
speckled and spotted, every one that had 
some white in it, and all the gray ones 
among the sheep, and gave them into the 
hands of his sons. “Then he put three days’ 
journey between himself and Jacob, and 
Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks. 
S’Now Jacob took for himself rods of 
green poplar and of the almond and chest- 
nut trees, peeled white strips in them, tear- 
ing off the bark. So the white strips he had 
peeled appeared on the rods as spotted. 


NN LLL eee 


30:11 Gad’s name speaks of good fortune, or prosperity. Christ's Incarnation is man’s true prosperity 


and health (3Jn 2, 3). 


30:13 Asher relates to blessing. Christ's Incarnation blesses His own with every spiritual blessing in the 


heavenly places (Eph 1:3). 


30:18 |ssachar’s name speaks of wages or reward. Christ will bring His reward, to give each one accord- 


ing to his works (Rev 22:12), 


30:20 Zebulun’s name emphasizes endowment, Zebulun is a haven for ships ( 49:13), Christ is our en- 


dowment as a haven from the stormy sea of life. 


30:23, 24 Joseph’s name relates to the bearing of reproach, and he bore the reproach of his brothers 
when they sold him into Egypt, Christ bore our reproach (Rom 15:3). | 

30:33 Jacob was made righteous by faith, as were his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham. This righ- 
teousness is a gift of God's grace, one of the four general virtues of Wisdom (see notes on Pr 1:2b-5). 
Jacob lived out this righteousness in his behavior toward his uncle Laban. 
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3Then he placed the rods he had peeled in 
the gutters of the watering troughs where 
the flocks came to drink; so they should 
conceive at the rods as they came to drink. 
39S$0 the flocks conceived before the rods, 
and the flocks brought forth speckled, spot- 
ted, and ash-colored speckled. But Jacob 
separated the male lambs, and placed a 
speckled ram before the sheep and all that 
were spotted among the male lambs. Then 
he separated for himself flocks by them- 
selves and did not mix them with the sheep 
of Laban. 

Thus it came to pass, whenever the 
sheep conceived, that Jacob placed the rods 
before the sheep in the gutters, so they 
might conceive according to the rods. 42But 


whenever the sheep had already given 


birth, he did not put them in. Thus it came 
to pass, that the unmarked were Laban’s 
and the marked were Jacob’s. *#So the man 


became exceedingly rich, and had many | 


cattle and oxen, male and female servants, 
and camels and donkeys. 
4 Now Jacob heard the words of 
Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has 
taken away all that was our father’s, and 
from our father’s property he acquired all 
this wealth.” 2So Jacob saw Laban’s coun- 
tenance, and indeed, it was not favorable 
toward him as before. *Then the Lord said 
to Jacob, “Return to your father’s land and 
to your family, and I will be with you.”t® 
4S0 Jacob sent and called Rachel and 
Leah to the field where the flocks were, 
Sand said to them, “I see your father’s coun- 
tenance, that it is not favorable toward me 
as before: but the God of my father has 
been with me. Now you know that with all 
my might I served your father. "Yet your fa- 
ther deceived me and changed my wages 
ten times with respect to the male lambs, 
but God did not allow him to harm me. ®If 


he said thus, ‘The speckled shall be your 
wages,’ then all the flocks bore speckled. 


= Jacob Flees from Laban 7- 


But if he daid this, ‘The white shall be your 
wages, then all the sheep bore white. ’So 
God has taken away all your father’s cattle 
and given them to me. VNow it came to 
pass, when the flocks conceived, I lifted my 
eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the 


male goats and the rams that were speck- 
led, spotted, and ash-colored speckled were 
mating with the sheep and the goats. 


UThen the Angel of God spoke to me ina 
dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ Thus I said, ‘Here I 
am;’t !2So0 He said, ‘Lift your eyes now and 
see, all the male goats and the rams mating 
with the sheep and the goats are speckled, 
spotted, and ash-colored speckled; for | 
have seen everything Laban is doing to 
you. BI am the God who appeared to you at 
Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and 
made a vow to Me. Now then, arise, get out 
of this land, and return to the land of your 
nativity, and I will be with you.’ ”t 

l4Then Rachel and Leah answered and 
said to him, “Is there still any portion or in- 
heritance for.us in.our father’s house? 


| 15Are we not considered strangers by him? 


For he sold us, and also completely con- 


sumed our money. '®For all the riches and 


glory God has taken from our father are re- 
ally ours and our children’s; now then, 
whatever God has said to you, do it.” 

'7Then Jacob rose and set his sons and 
his wives on camels. '8And he carried away 
all his livestock and all his possessions ac- 
quired in Mesopotamia, everything belong- 
ing to him, to go to his father Isaac in 
Canaan. Now Laban had gone to shear 
his sheep, and Rachel had stolen her fa- 
ther’s idols. But Jacob had hidden from 
Laban the Syrian his intention of running 
away. 2'So he fled with all that he had, and 
crossed the river, and headed for the moun- 
tains of Gilead. 


œ Laban Pursues Jacob œ- 
22Then Laban was told on the third day 
that Jacob had fled. 28So he took all his 
brethren with him and pursued him for 


se 
31:3 The Lord is the Word and Son of God. He told Jacob to return to the land of his father, for this 
land was a type of the world to come, Laban’s country was not Jacob's permanent residence (Heb 


11:14-16, 21), 


31:11 The Word is also called the Angel of God, because it is He alone who reveals the Father, and also 
because when the Son is beheld, so is the Father, for He is the Father's Radiance; therefore, the Father 


and the Son are one (AthanG), 


31:13 In verse 11, the name “God” refers to the Father. But in this verse, the Angel is called the God 
who appeared. Thus, the Son is “true God of true God" (Creed). | 





=[]= 





31:3-16 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 
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come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by 
night, and said to him, “Be careful that you 
do not speak evil things to Jacob at any 
time.”t 25So Laban overtook Jacob. Now Ja- 
cob had pitched his tent in the mountains, 
and Laban with his brethren pitched in the 
mountains of Gilead. 2°Then Laban said to 
Jacob, “What have you done, that you have 
stolen away unknown to me, and robbed 


me, and carried away my daughters like | 


captives taken with the sword? 27Why did 
you flee away secretly, and steal away from 
me, and not tell me; for I might have sent 
you away with joy and songs, with timbrel 
and harp? “8And you did not allow me to 
kiss my sons and my daughters. Now you 
have done foolishly in so doing. 2*It is in mv 
power to do you harm, but the God of your 
father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be 
careful that you do not speak evil things to 
Jacob at any time.’t 2°Now you have surely 
gone because you greatly long for your fa- 
ther’s house, but why did you steal my 
gods?” 

31Then Jacob answered and said to La- 
ban, “Because I was afraid, for I said, ‘Per- 


haps you would take your daughters and | 


all my possessions from me by force.’ 
32With whomever you find your gods, let 
him not live in the presence of our 
brethren. Identify what I have of yours and 
take it with you.” For Jacob did not know 
Rachel had stolen them, #3Thus Laban went 
in and searched Leah’s tent, but found 
nothing. Then he searched Jacob’s and 
those of the handmaidens, but found noth- 
ing. Then he entered Rachel’s tent, “4Now 
Rachel had taken the idols, put them in the 
camel’s saddle, and sat on them, “Then she 
said to her father, “Let it not displease my 
lord that I cannot rise before you, for the 
manner of women is with me.” So he 
searched the entire tent but did not find the 
idols, 


46Then Jacob was angry and rebuked La- | 


seven days’ journey; and he overtook him 
in the mountains of Gilead. 24But God had | 





ban, and Jacob answered and said to La- 
ban, “What is my injustice? What is my sin, 
that you have so hotly pursued me? 37A]- 
though you searched all my things, what 
part of your household goods have you 
found? Set them here before my brethren 
and your brethren, so they may judge be- 
tween us. 38These twenty years I have been 
with you; your sheep and your female goats 
have not miscarried their young, and I have 
not eaten the rams of your flock. 39That 
which was caught by wild animals I did not 
bring to you; I bore the loss of any stolen by 
day or by night. There I was. In the day 
the drought consumed me, and the frost by 
| night, and my sleep departed from my eyes. 
‚Thus I have been in your house twenty 
| years; I served you fourteen years for your 
| two daughters, and six years for your flock, 
| and you have changed my wages ten times 
with respect to the female lambs. Unless 
the God of my father Abraham and the fear 
| of Isaac had been with me, surely now you 
| would have sent me away empty-handed. 
| But God saw my affliction and the labor of 
my hands, and rebuked you last night.”t 

















= Jacob’s Pact with Laban =~ — 

43Then Laban answered and said to Ja- 
cob, “These daughters are my daughters, 
and these sons are my sons, and these 
sheep are my sheep; all you see belongs to 
me.and my daughters. But what can I do for 
them today or for the children they bore? 
“Now. therefore, come, let us make a 
covenant, you and |, and let it be a witness 
between you and me.” Then he said, “Look, 
there is no one with us. God Himself is wit- 
ness between you and me.” 

‘So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a 
pillar.t 4“Then Jacob said to his brethren, 
“Gather stones.” So they took stones and 
made a heap, and they ate and drank there 
on the heap; and Laban said to him, “This 
heap is a witness between you and me to- 
day.”t 47Laban called it the Heap of Testi- 
mony, but Jacob called it the Witness Heap. 


31:24 The Son of God came to Laban in a dream, and warned him to do Jacob no harm. 

31:29 Laban calls the Word the God of Jacob's father, that is, the God of Isaac. Laban's problem was his 
unbelief, for he did not believe in the very One who appeared to him in a dream. 

31:42 Jacob believed in the Son of God and thanked Him for rebuking Laban for his injustice. Laban 
was a liar and a cheat, for he had changed Jacob's wages ten times (v, 7). In all this, Jacob, so to speak, 
had stepped aside and allowed the Lord to fight his battles over the twenty-year period (v. 38). 

31:45 The stone set up as a pillar was a type of the Incarnate Son, for He is the foundation stone and 


pillar of the Church (1Co 3:11), 


31:46 These stones are types of the living stones in the Church (1Pt 2:4, 5). 





Then Laban said, “This heap and this 














pillar are a witness between you and me 
this day.” Therefore its name was called 
This-Heap-Witnesses,t and also The Vi- 
sion, because he said, “May God watch be- 
tween you and me when we are absent one 
from another. 5If you humble: my daugh- 
ters, or if you take other wives besides my 
daughters, although no man.is with us— 
see, God is witness between you and me.” 
51Then Laban said to Jacob, “Listen, this 
heap and pillar are a witness. °*This heap is 
a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that] 
will not pass beyond this heap and this pil- 
lar to you, and you will not pass beyond 
this heap and this pillar to me, for harm. 
533The God of Abraham and the God of Na- 
hor judge between us.” Thus Jacob. swore 
by the fear of his father isaac. “Them Jacob 
offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and 





said, “If Esau comes to the one company 
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and-destroys it, then the other company 


will escape.” 


9Again Jacob said, “O God of my father 
Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the 
Lord who said to me, ‘Return to the land of 
your nativity, and I will deal well with you, 
l0let me be satisfied with all the righteous- 
ness and all the truth You have shown Your 
servant: for I crossed over this Jordan with 
my staff, and now I have become two com- 
panies. Deliver me from the hand of my 
brother, Esau; for I am afraid of him, lest he 
come and attack me and the mother with 
the children. !2For You said, ‘I will surely 
treat you well, and make your seed as the 
sand of the sea; which cannot be numbered 
for multitude.’ ”t 

13So he lodged there that same night, and 


called his brethren; and they ate bread and | took some of the things he had brought as 


drank and stayed all night on the moun- 
tain. eae 
~ Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau -~: 


So early in the morning, Laban 
arose, and kissed his sons and 
daughters and blessed them. Then Laban 
departed and returned to his place.w 
2Sq Jacob went on his way, and,saw the 
hosts of God encamped. ?When Jacob saw 
them, he said, “This is God’s encampment’; 
and he called the name of that place En- 
campments. 
4Then Jacob sent messengers before him 
to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the 
country of Edom. °And he commanded 
them, saying, “Speak thus to my lord Esau, 
‘Thus your servant Jacob says, “I sojourned 
with Laban and stayed there until now. I 
have oxen, donkeys, sheep, and male and 
female servants; and I have sent to tell my 
lord, that I may find grace in your sight.” ’” 
6Then the messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and 
he also is coming to meet you, and four 
hundred men with him.” 7So Jacob was 
greatly afraid and distressed; and he di- 
vided the people with him and the oxen 
and sheep into two companies, *Thus Jacob 





a present for Esau his brother: “two hun- 
dred female goats and twenty male goats, 


two hundred sheep and twenty rams, 


lŝthirty milk camels with their- offspring, 


forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female 
donkeys and ten foals. !}©Then he delivered 


them to the hand of his servants, each flock 
by itself, and said to his servants, “Go on 
before me, and put some distance between 
successive droves.” '7And he commanded 
the first one, saying, “When Esau my 
brother meets you and asks you, saying, “To 
whom do you belong, and where are you 
going? Whose are these going before you?’ 
I8Then you shall say, ‘Your servant Jacob's. 
These things are a present sent to my lord 
Esau; and behold, he also is behind us.’ ” 
19So he commanded the first, the second, 
and the third, and all who followed the 
droves, saying, “In this manner you shall 
speak to Esau when you find him; and 
also say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob is 
coming behind us.’ ” For he said to himself, 
“T will appease him with the present that 
goes before me, and afterward | will see his 
face; perhaps he will accept me.” 2!So the 
present went on before him, but he himself 
lodged that night in the encampment. 


i api ianei a eel 


31:48, 49 The pillar and the stones were 
vision of God the Word who appeared to 
shadow the Incarnation and the Church. 
32:12 Your seed is a reference to Christ 


called This-Heap-Witnesses and The Vision. This vision was the 
both Laban and Jacob (w. 11, 24). The pillar and stones fore- 


(Gal 3:16), and together with Him, the Church, composed of 


both Jews and Gentiles. It is not a reference to the Jews based on physical lineage. 


MH 


Q 


32:1-10 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. 
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w Jacob Wrestles with God + 
22And he arose that night and took his 
two wives, his two maidservants, and his 
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of 
Jabbok. 28He took them and crossed over 
the’ brook, and sent over what he had. 
244Then Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him ‘until the breaking of 
day.t 25Now when He saw He did not pre- 
vail against him, He touched the socket of 
his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was 
dislocated as he wrestled with Him. 2°Then 
He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” 
But he said, “I will not let You go unless You 
bless me” 2’So He said to him, “What is 





your name?” He said, “Jacob.” 28And: He 


said, “Your name shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel; for you have prevailed 
with God and withimen.”t | 
29Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your 
name, I pray And he said, “Why do. you 
ask about My name?” And He blessed him 
there, 2°So Jacob called the name. of that 
place, the Form of God: “For I saw God. face 
to face, and my soul was saved. t- 3!When 
the Form of God passed by, the sun rose,on 
him, but he limped on his hip. °*Therefore 
to this day, the children of Israel. do:not, eat 
the muscle that shrank, whichis on. the hip 
socket, because He touched the socket of 
Jacob’s hip, in the muscle that shrank. 
Now Jacob lifted his eyes and 


3 looked, and behold, Esau his brother 
was coming, and four hundred men with 
him. So Jacob ‘divided the children among 
Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 
Then he put the maidservants and their 


=. Jacob and Esau Meet a- 


sons in front, Leah and her children 


behind, and Rachel and Joseph last, 4He 
then crossed over before them and bowed 
himself to the ground seven times, until he 
came near to his brother, 4But Esau ran to 
meet him, embraced him, and fell on his 








re ane TF him: and they wept. Then 
he lifted his eyes and saw the women and 
children, and said, “Who are these with 
you?” He replied, “The children God merci- 
fully gave your servant.”t Then the maid- 
servants’ came near, they and their chil- 
dren, and bowed down. Leah also came 
near with her children, and they bowed 
down. Afterward Rachel and Joseph came 
near, and they bowed down. f: 

8Then Esau said, “What are these nites 
to you, all this company I met?” So he said, 
“That your servant might find grace in the 
sight of my Lord.” 9But Esau said, “I have 
enough, my brother; keep what you have for 
yourself.” But Jacob replied, “If I have now 
found grace in your sight, receive the pres- 
ent from my hands, inasmuch as I have 


| seen your face, as though someone might 


see the face of God; and you were pleased 


with: me: '!Receive my blessing I brought 


you, because God has shown me mercy: 
and I have. enough.” Thus he, urged him, 
and he took it. 

12Then Esau said, “Let us take our jour- 
ney; let us go, and I will go before you.” 
3But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows 
the children are weak, and the flocks and 
herds with me are giving birth. If therefore 
the men should drive them hard one day, all 
the cattle would die. Let my lord go on 
ahead before his servant. I will lead on 


Slowly at a pace the children are able to 
_ bear, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 5Then 


Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of 
the people with me.” But he said, “What 
need is there? It is enough that I found 


| grace in my lord’s sight.” '6So Esau re- 


turned that day on his way to Seir. 
Then Jacob journeyed to Succoth, built 
houses, and made booths for his cattle. 
Therefore. he called the name of that place, 
Succoth, !8Then’ Jacob’ came safely to 
Salem, a city of Shechem, in the land of 
Canaan, when he came from Mesopotamia 





32: 24 The man who wrestled with Jacob was the Son Bf God, who appeared to him as a weak man 
(AthanG and HilryP). When He became incarnate, He assumed the vea tress of human tesh for mans 


salvation, 


32:28 Jacob's name was andaa to Israel, which means s "God srevaill "In this. meaning, acab wasa- 
type of the Son of God, who became Man and prevailed as God and Man for man’s salvation. 

32:30, 31 The Form of God was the Son and Word of God, who revealed Himself to Jacob (AthanG and 
HilryP). He is the Radiance of the Father who reveals the Father in Himself, for as He said, “He who has 
seen Me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9), The rising and radiating of the sun on Jacob illustrated this rela: 


tion of the Son to the Father. 


33:5, 9, 11 Jacob acknowledged that God gave him all his possessions, For he was a man of faith Kier 


looked to the world to come (Heb 11:13-15, 21). Esau, on the other hand, did not glorify Sad for the 
possessions God gave him, for he was an unbeliever, 
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of Syria; and he took up a position in front 
of the city. '"He then bought the parcel of 
land where he pitched his tent from Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for a hundred male 
lambs.t: 2°There he set up an altar and 
called on the God of Israel. 


œ The Violation of Dinah .= 


Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, 
whom she bore to Jacob, went out to 
see the daughters of the land. 2But when 
Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, a 
ruler of the land, saw her, he took, her, lay 
with her, and violated her.t 3Now-his soul 
was strongly attracted to Dinah the daugh- 
ter of Jacob, and he loved the young 
woman and sought to win, her heart. 4Then 
Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, say- 
ing, “Get this young woman- as a wife for 
me. m 
‘But Jacob heard Hamor 5 son had de- 
filed Dinah his. daughter. Now -his sons 
were with his cattle in the tieid; so Jacob 
held -his, peace, until they .came.-*Then 
Hamor the father of Shechem went out to 
Jacob to speak with. him. 7Now the sons of 
Jacob came in from the field. when they 
heard it; and the men, were stunned and_.ex- 
tremely grieved, because.he had done a dis- 
graceful thing in Israel by lying with. Ja- 


cob’s daughter, mething. that.,should | “$ set . 
PERE) Some lune: will dwell with us.” 24Thus all who went out 


never have happened. But Hamor spoke 
with them, saying, “My son Shechem is 
passionately in: love with your. daughter, 
Give her to him as a. wife,t 9Make mar- 


riages with us; give us your daughters, and 


take our daughters for your sons. '°Dwell 
among us, and behold, the land before you 
is spacious. Dwell therein and trade, and 
acquire possessions in it.” 

“Then Shechem said to her father and 
her brothers, “Let me find grace in your 
eyes, and we will give whatever you ask, 


Make the dowry as great as you wish, and > 


l will give it: only give me this young 
woman-as a wife.” 13But the sons of Jacob 
answered Shechem and Hamor his father, 
and spoke deceitfully to them, because he 


had defiled Dinah their sister. '4So Simeon 


and Levi; the brothers of Dinah and the 


sons of Leah, said to them, “We cannot do. 





this thing? to give our sister to a man whois 


uncircumcised, for that would be a re- 
proach to us. But on this condition we will 
consent to you, if you will become as we 
are, if every male of you is circumcised, 
l6bthen we will give our daughters to you, 
and we will take your daughters to us; and 
we will dwell with you, and we will become 
one people. But if you will not heed us 


| and be circumcised, then we will take our 


daughters and be gone.” 

\8Now their words pleased Hamor and 
Shechem, Hamor’s son. !%So the young 
man. did not delay to do the thing, because 
he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. He was 


| the most esteemed of all those in his fa- 
ther’s house. 22And Hamor and Shechem 


his son came to the gate of their city, and 
spoke with the men of their city, saying, 
21“These men are at peace with us. There- 
fore let them dwell in the land and trade in 
it. For indeed, the land is large enough for 


i them. Let us take their daughters as wives, 


and let us give them our daughters. Only 
on this condition will the men consent to 
dwell with us, to be one people, if every 
male among us is circumcised, as they are 
circumcised. 2°Will not their livestock, their 
property, and every animal of theirs be 
ours? Only let us consent to them, and they 


of the gate of their city heeded Hamor and 
Shechem his son; every male was circum- 
cised in the flesh. 

25Now. it came to pass on the third day, 
when they were in pain, two sons. of Jacob, 
Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each 
took his sword and came boldly upon the 
city and killed all the males. 26They also 
killed Hamor and Shechem his son with 
the edge of the sword, and took Dinah from 
Shechem’s house, and went out. 27Then the 
sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and 
plundered the city in which Dinah their sis- 
ter had been defiled. 28They took their 


sheep, their oxen, and their donkeys, what 


was in the city and what was in the field; 
and took captive all their wives, their chil- 
dren, and their servants and plundered 
whatever was in the city and in the houses. 


33:19, 20 Jacob bought a small piece of land, set up an altar, and calls on the true God. The Church 


does the same. 


34:2 Shechem was a ruler of the land, but nota mulen of his panions His lack of paladio would cost 


him his own life and the lives of his countrymen. 


34:8 The passionate love Shechem had Jor Dinah was not true lave. ‘It was a sinful passion—its true 


name. 
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your name.” 11God also said to him, “I am 
your God. Increase and multiply; a nation 
and a company of nations shall proceed 
from you, and kings shall come from your 
body.t !2The land I gave Abraham and Isaac 
I give to you; and to your seed after you | 
| give this land.” 3Then God ascended from 
him in the place where He talked with 
him.t !4So Jacob set up a pillar in the place 
where He talked with him, a pillar of stone; 
and he poured a drink offering on it, and he 
poured oil on it. "Thus Jacob called the 
name of the place where God spoke with 
him Bethel. 


æ The Death of Rachel 7 
l6Then Jacob departed from Bethel, and 
when there was but a little distance to go to 
-Ephrath, Rachel labored with much diffi- 
culty in childbirth. "Now it came to pass, 
when she was in hard labor, that the mid- 


Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, 
“You made me an object of hatred, so as to 
be evil to all the inhabitants of the land, 
both among the Canaanites and the Per- 
izzites; and since I am few in number, they 
will gather themselves together against me 
and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my house- 
hold and J.” 3!But they said, “Should he 
treat our sister like a prostitute?”t 


©. Jacob at Bethel -= 

4 Now God said to Jacob, “Arise, go 

up to Bethel and dwell there; and 
make an altar there to God, who appeared 
to you when you fled from the face of Esau 
your. brother.”t 2Then Jacob said to his 
household, and to all who were with him, 
“Put away the foreign gods among you, 
purify yourselves, and change your gar- 
ments. Let us arise and go up to Bethel and 
make there an altar to God, who answered 
me in the day of my tribulation, and was | wife said to her, “Take courage: you will 
with me and saved me on the road I trav- | have this son also.” 18So it was, as her soul 
eled.” 4So they gave Jacob all the foreign : was departing (for she died), she called his 

| 





gods in their hands, and the earrings in | name Ben-Oni: but his father called him 
their ears; and Jacob hid them under the | Beniamin. “Thus Rachel died and was 
terebinth tree near Shechem. | buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Beth- 
‘Then Israel departed from Shechem, | jehem); 2°Then Jacob set a pillar on her 
and the fear of God was upon all the cities | grave, which is the pillar of Rachel’s grave 
around them. Thus they did not pursue the | to this day. 
sons of Jacob. "Now Jacob came to Luz ZiINow Israel journeyed and pitched his 
(that is, Bethel), in the land of Canaan, he | tent beyond the tower of Eder. 22So it hap- 
and all the people with him. "He built an al- | pened; when Israel dwelt in that land, that 
tar there and called the place Bethel, be- Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his fa- 
cause there God appeared to him when he | ther’s concubine. Israel heard about it, and 
fled from the face of his brother Esau. | it was seen as evil in his sight. 
sNow Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and | | 


she was buried below Bethel under the oak. =. The Twelve Sons of Jacob > 
So Jacob called its name the Oak of Mourn- | “Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the 
ing. sons of Leah were Reuben, Jacob’s first- 


Then God appeared to Jacob again, | born, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, 
when he came from Mesopotamia, and | and Zebulun; *4the sons of Rachel were 
blessed him.t "God said to him, “Your | Joseph and Benjamin: 25the sons of Bilhah, 
name is Jacob; your name shall not any | Rachel’s maidservant, were Dan and Naph- 
more be called Jacob, but Israel shall be | tali; and the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s maid- 





34:31 The sons of Jaco repaid evil for evil, for they, so to speak, took the law into their own hands. 
Furthermore, the punishment did not fit the crime. They turned out to be worse sinners than Shechem. 
35:1 God speaks, and it is God of whom He speaks. Two distinct Persons own the same name, God. For 
the Father who is true God speaks of His Son who is also true God, for the Son is begotten from the 
Father as true God (Creed). Thus, the God who appeared to Jacob at Bethel was the Son, who is true 
God of true God (HilryP). 

35:9 The God who appeared to Jacob again is true God of true God, that is, the Son of the Father. In 
Him the Father is revealed, for He alone reveals the Father (AthanG). 

35:11 The God who appeared to Jacob also calls Himself Jacob's God, for He is true God of true God, 
the Only-begotten of the Father, It was He who changed Jacob's name to Israel. 

35:13 The Only-begotten appeared to Jacob temporarily as a man, then ascended from him. After He 
became incarnate in the Mother of God, He ascended to the Father. 


| 











the sons of Jacob who were born to him in 
Mesopotamia of Syria. 


=. The Death of Isaac a 


27Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at 
Mamre, or Kirjath Arba (that is, Hebron), 
where Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 
28Now the days of Isaac were one hundred 
and eighty years. 2%9So Isaac breathed his 
last and died, and was gathered to his peo- 
ple, being old and full of days. Thus his 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 


a The Genealogy of Esau 7> 
3 Now this is the genealogy of Esau, 
= who is Edom. 2Esau took his wives 
from the daughters of the Canaanites: 
Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; 
Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, the 
daughter of Zibeon the, Hivite; ’and 


Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter. sister. of 
Nebajoth. *Now Adah bore Eliphaz fo | 


Esau, and Basemath bore Reuel, *and 
Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and 
Korah. These were the sons of Esau who 
were born to him in the land.of Canaan. 
6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his 
daughters, and all the persons of his house- 
hold, his cattle and all his animals, and all 
his goods he gained in the land of Canaan, 
and went to a country away from the pres- 
ence of his brother Jacob. For their posses- 
sions were too great for them to dwell 
together, and the land of their sojourning 
could not support them because of their 
abundance. 8So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir. 
Esau is Edom. | 

9Now this is the genealogy of Esau the 
father of the Edomites in Mount Seir. 
l0These were the names of Esau’s sons: 
Eliphaz the son of Adah the wile of Esau, 
and Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of 
Esau, !!The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, 
Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12Now 
Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, 
Esau’s son, and she bore Amalek to Eli- 
phaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau’s 
wife. 3These were the sons of Reuel: Na- 
hath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah, These 
were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. 
These were the sons of Aholibamah, 
Esau’s wife, the daughter of Anah, the 
daughter of Zibeon. She bore to Esau 
Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 

I5These were the chiefs of the sons of 


Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn of 


Esau, were Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief 





servant, were Gad and Asher. These were 
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Zepho, Chief Kenaz, !®Chief Korah, Chief 
Gatam, and Chief Amalek. These were the 
chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. They 
were the sons of Adah. These were the 
sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: Chief Nahath, 
Chief Zerah, Chief Shammah, and Chief 
Mizzah. These were the chiefs of Reuel in 
the land of Edom. These were the sons of 
Basemath, Esau’s wife. !8These were the 
sons of Aholibamah, Esau’s wife: Chief 
Jeush, Chief Jaalam, and Chief Korah. 
These were the chiefs from Aholibaman. 
I9These were the sons of Esau, and these 
were their chiefs, the sons of Edom. 
20These were the sons of Seir the Horite 
who inhabited the land: Lotan, Shobal, 
Zibeon, Anah, 2!Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 
These were the chiefs of the Horites, the 








sons of Seir, in the land of Edom. #And the 


sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam. 
Lotan’s sister was Timna. 22These were the 
sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, 
Shepho, and Onam. 24These were the sons 
of Zibeon: Ajah and Anah. This was the 
Anah who found the hot springs in the 
desert, as he pastured the donkeys of his 
father Zibeon. 2°>These were the children of 
Anah: Dishon and Aholibamah the daugh- 
ter of Anah. 2°These were the sons of Di- 
shon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 
27These were the sons of Ezer: Balaam, Zu- 
cam, Jucam and Ucam. 28These were the 
sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. These were 
the chiefs of the Horites: Chief Lotan, Chief 
Shobal, Chief Zibeon, Chief Anah, °°Chief 
Dishon, Chief Ezer, and Chief Dishan. 
These were the chiefs of the Horites, ac- 
cording to their chiefdoms in the land of 
Seir. 

31Now these were the kings who reigned 
in the land of Edom before any king 
reigned over the children of Israel: **Balak 
the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the 
name of his city was Dinhabah, 3S0 when 
Balak died, Jobab the son of Zerah of 
Bozrah reigned in his place. “*When Jobab 
died, Husham of the land of the Temanites 
reigned in his place. “When Husham died, 
Hadad the son of Barad, who attacked Mid- 
ian in the field of Moab, reigned in his 
place; and the name of his city was Geth- 
aim. 26When Hadad died, Samlah of Mas- 
rekah reigned in his place. 57When Samlah 
died, Saul of Rehoboth-by-the-River 
reigned in his place. *8When Saul died, 
Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in 
his place. And when Baal-Hanan the son 
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of Achbor died, Harad the Soir 
reigned in his place; and the name of his 


city’ was’ Phogor. His wife’s name was 


Mehetabel, the daughter. of Matred, the 
daughter of Mezahab. y 
“These were the names of the chiefs of 
Esau, in their tribes and places, and in their 
countries and nations: Chief Timnah, Chief 
Alvah, Chief Jetheth, 4!Chief Aholibamah, 
Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 42Chief Kenaz, 
Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar;") “Chief 
Magdiel, and Chief Zaphoim. These were 
the chiefs of Edom, in their dwelling places 


in the land. of their possession, Esau-was | 


the father of the Edomites: 


“=. Joseph’s Dream -=> 


Now Jacob dwelt in the land where 


his father had sojourned, in the land | 





come and bow down on the ground before 
you?” 'lAnd his brothers ‘envied him, but 
his father kept the matter in mind. 7 
æ Joseph Is Sold into Egypt a 
Then: his brothers went to feed their fa- 
ther’s flock in Shechem: And Israel said 


to Joseph; “Are not your brothers shepherd- 
ing the sheep in Shechem? Come, I will] 


| send you to them.” So he said to him, “Here 


[l am” 4Then Israel said to him, “Go: and 
see if it is well with! your brothers and well 
with the sheep; and bring back word to 
me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of He- 
bron, and he went to Shechem. y 

Now a certain man found’ him,and 
there he was, wandering'in the field. So the 


man asked him, saying, “What~ are’‘you 


of Canaan. 2This is the genealogy of Jacob. | 


Joseph, being seventeen years old. was 
shepherding the sheep with his brothers. 
Now the lad was with the sons of Bilhah 
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: 
and Joseph brought a bad report of them to 
his father. Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than all his sons, because he was the son of 
his old age. He also made him a tunic of 
many colors.t But when his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers, they hated him and could not 
speak civilly to him. 

“Then Joseph had a dream, and reported 


it to his brothers, "Thus he said to them, | 


“Hear this dream I dreamed: "There we 
were, binding sheaves in the field. Then be- 


hold, my sheaf arose and also stood up- | 


right; and indeed your sheaves stood all 
around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8S0 
his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed 
reign over us? Or shall you indeed have do- 
minion over us?” So they hated him even 
more for his dreams and for his words.t 
Ihen he dreamed still another dream 


and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, 


I have dreamed another dream. And this 
time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven 
stars bowed down to me.” !°So he told it to 
his father and his brothers; and his father 
rebuked him and said to him, “What is this 
dream you have dreamed? Shall your 
mother and I and your brothers indeed 





— 


seeking?” '6He replied, “I am looking for 
my brothers. Tell me where they are feed- 
ing their sheep.” The man ‘said to him; 
“They have departed from here, for Theard 
ihem say. ‘Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph 
went after his brothers and found them in 
Dothan. Now when they saw him afar off, 
even before he came near them, they con- 
spired against him to kill him, !9Then they 
Said to one another, “Look, this dreamer is 
coming. *°Come therefore, let us now kill 
him ‘and cast him into some pit; and’ we 
shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured 
him.’ We shall see’ what will become of his 
dreams.” MEGHAN ANS SI 
"But Reuben heard it, and he delivered 
him out of their hands; and said, “Let us not 


kill him.” Again, Reuben said to them, 





37:3, 4 Israel's love was partial, for he loved Joseph more than his other sons. Such love divided his fam- 


“Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit in 
the desert; and do not lay a hand on him”— 
that he might deliver him out of- their 
hands, and’ bring him back to his father. 
35So it came to pass, when Joseph came to 
his’ brothers, they stripped’ the tunic’ of 
many colors off him, **Then they took him 
and cast him into a pit, which was empty; 
for there was no water in it. © l 
25They then sat down to eat a meal, and 
lifted their eyes and looked, and there was 
a company of Ishmaelite wayfarers coming 
from Gilead with their camels bearing 
spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry them down to Egypt. 28So Judah said 
to his brothers, “What profit is there if we 


ily and opened the door to hatred. Thus Jacob was not yet perfected in love, for perfect love is impar- 


tial. But Christ loves all equally, and died for all. 


37:8 Joseph’s brothers were blinded by their hatred for him, and therefore, could not understand thes 


thingsof God. Hi -I£ At i 


Í = i M i 


| 





kill our brother: and conceal his blood?t 
27Come and let us sell him to the Ish- 
maelites, but let not our hand be upon him; 
for he is our brother and our flesh”; and his 
brothers: listened. 28Thus the Midianite 
traders passed by, and the brothers pulled 
Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit; and 
they sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of gold. So they took Joseph’ to 
Egypt.t 2°Then Reuben returned to the pit; 
and when he saw Joseph was-not in there, 
he tore his clothes. °°So he returned to his 
brothers and said, “The lad is not there; and 
I, where shall I go?” ale 
31Thus they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a 
kid of the goats,.and.dipped the tunic in the 
blood. “Then. they sent the tunic of many 
colors, and had. it brought to their, father 
and said, “We found this. Do. you. know 
whether it is your son’s tunic or not?” 3S0 
he recognized it and said, “This is my son's 
tunic. A wild anima! has. devoured Joseph 
and carried him off.” 4*Then Jacob tore his 
clothes, put. sackcloth on. his waist,.and 
mourned for his son many days. 2°Thus all 
his sons and daughters arose to comfort 
him; but he refused. to be comforted, and he 
said, “I shall go down into the grave to my 
son in mourning.” So his father wept for 
him. “*Now the Midianites had sold him in 
Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh 


and captain of the guard. 
38 It came to pass at that time that 
Judah departed from his brothers, 
and visited a certain Adullamite whose 
name was Hirah. Then Judah saw there a 
daughter of a certain Canaanite whose 
name was Shua, and he married her and 
went in to her. *°So she conceived and bore 
a son, and called his name Er. *She con- 
ceived again and bore a son, and called his 
name Onan. °She conceived yet again and 
bore a son, and called his name Shelah. 
She was at Chezib when she bore them: 
“Then Judah took a wife for Er his first- 


= Judah and Tamar s> 


born, and her name was Tamar. 7But Er, Ju- | : 
that place, saying, “Where is the prostitute 


dah’s firstborn, was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and God killed him, 8So Judahisaid to 
Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and 





know the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 








37:26, 27 Joseph's brothers were motivated by the love of money and possessions, for they did not = 
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up seed to your brother.” 9But Onan knew 
the seed would not be his; and it came to 
pass that whenever he went in to his 
brother’s wife, he emitted his semen on the 
ground, lest he should give seed to his 
brother. "But the thing he did appeared 


evil in the sight of the Lord; therefore, He 


also put him to death. !!Then Judah said to 
Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a 
widow in your father’s house till my son 
Shelah is grown.” For he said, “Lest he also 
die like his brothers.” So Tamar went and 
dwelt in her father’s house. -~ © ~~ 
12Now in the process of time, the daugh- 
ter of Shua, Judah’s wife, died; and Judah 
was comforted and went up to his 
sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his shep- 
herd, Hirah the Adullamite. !3S0 it was told 
Tamar, saying, “Look, your father-in-law is 
going up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 
l4Thus she took off her widow’s garments, 


covered herself with a veil, made herself 


beautiful, and sat down near the gates of 
Ainan on the way past Timnah; for she saw 
Shelah was grown, and she was not given 
to him as‘a wife. "When Judah saw her, he 
thought she was a prostitute, because she 
had covered her face and he did not recog- 
nize her. !8Then-he turned to her by the 
way, and said, “Let me come in to you”; for 
he did not know she was his daughter-in- 
law. So she said, “What will you give me, 
that you may come in to me?” He replied, 
“Iwill send a young goat from the flocks.” 
So she said, “Will you give me a pledge till 
you send it?” !8Then he said, “What pledge 
shall I give you?” So she said, “Your ring 
and cord, and the staff in your hand.” Then 
he gave them to her, and went in to her, and 
she conceived by him. %So she arose and 
went away, and laid aside her veil and put 
on the garments of her widowhood. : 

20Thus Judah sent the young goat by the 
hand of his shepherd the Adullamite to re- 
ceive his pledge from the woman, but he 
did not find her. 2! Then he asked the men of 


who was in Ainan by the roadside?” They 
replied, “There was no prostitute here.” 





37:28 Joseph's brothers cast him into a pit (v. 24), then lifted him out and sold him asa slave into 


Egypt. However, he ultimately became the lord of all Egypt. Similarly, Jesus was betrayed for thirty 
pieces of silver, was killed and buried in His grave. But He rose again, and became the Lord of all 


(Acts 2:36; 10:36). 
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22So he returned to Judah and saith “I can- 


not find her. Also, the men of the place said 
no prostitute had been there.” 22Then Judah 
said, “Let her have them, lest we should be- 
come a laughingstock; for I sent this young 
goat but you did not find her.” » 


“Thus it came to pass, about three 
appearance. 


months after, that Judah was told, saying, 
“Tamar your daughter-in-law has commit- 
ted fornication and is pregnant because of 
her adultery.” So Judah said, “Bring her out 
and let her be burned.”t 2°When she was 
brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, 
saying, “By the man to whom these belong, 
I am with child.” So she said, “Determine 
whose these are—the ring, the cord, and 
the staff.” 26So Judah acknowledged them 
and said, “She has been more righteous 
than J, because I did not give her to Shelah 
my son.” But he never knew her again. 
27Then it came to pass, at the time for. giv- 
ing birth, that behold, twins were in- her 


womb. 28So it was, when she was giving 


birth, that the one put out his hand; and the 
midwife took a scarlet thread and bound it 
on his hand, saying, “This one came out 


his hand, that his brother came out unex- 
pectedly; and she said, “How did you break 


through? This breach be upon you.” There- 


fore she called his name Perez. 2°Afterward 
his brother came out, with the scarlet thread 
on his hand; and she called his name Zerah. 


æ. Joseph Imprisoned in Egypt > 

3 Now Joseph had been taken down 

to Egypt, and Potiphar, Pharaoh's 
eunuch and captain of the guard, an Egyp- 
tian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites 
who had taken him down there. The Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a successful 
man; and he was living in the house of his 
lord the Egyptian. *So his lord saw that the 


Lord was with him and the Lord made all 
he did to prosper in his hand. #Thus Joseph 


found grace in his sight and was pleasing | 


to him. Then he made him overseer of his- 
| aroused. 2°Then Joseph’s lord took him and 


house, and put everything he had under 
Joseph’s authority. So it was, from the time 
_he made him overseer of his house and all 








tte hdd, that the Lord blessed | the Egy! 
tian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the 
blessing of the Lord was on all he had in 
the house and in the field. “Thus he left all 
he had in Joseph’s hand, and did not know 
what he had except for the bread he ate. 
Now Joseph was handsome in form and 


7Then it came to pass after these things 


| that his lord’s wife cast longing eyes on 


Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” *But he 
refused and said to his lord’s wife, “Look, 
my lord does not know what is with me in 
the house and has committed all he has to 
my hand. °There is no one greater in this 
house than I, nor has he kept back anything 
from me but you, because you are his wife. 
How then can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God?”t !So it was, as she 


' spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not 


need her, fo lie with her or to have relations 
with her. 1!But it happened about this time, 
when Joseph went into the house to do his 


work, and none of the men of the house was 


inside, she caught him by his garment, 


| ing, “Lie wi ” But he left his gar- 
first.” 2°Then it happened, as he drew back | 30y. Siete ian E e left his g 


ment in her hand, and fled and ran outside. 

13S0 it was, when she saw he had left his 
garment in her hand and fled outside, !“she 
called to the men of her house and spoke to 
them, saying, “See, he brought in to us a 
Hebrew to mock us. He came in to me to lie 
with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 
I5Thus it happened, when he heard that | 
lifted my voice and cried out, he left his 
garment with me, and fled and went out- 
side.” '6So she kept his garment with her 
until his lord came home. !’Then she spoke 
to him with words like these, saying, “The 
Hebrew servant you brought to us came in 
to me to mock me; !8so it happened, as | 
lifted my voice and cried out, he left his 
garment with me and fled outside.” !°So it 
was, when his lord heard the words his wife 
spoke to him, saying, “Your servant did to 
me after this manner,’ his anger was 


put him into the prison, a place where the 
king’s prisoners were confined.t 


38:24 Those Whe reported to judah ened fornication and adultery as one and the same sin. For some 
say fornication is sin committed by single people, whereas adultery is committed by married people. 
Both fornication and adultery, however, are one and the same sin, 

39:9 Joseph viewed adultery and/or fornication as great wickedness and sin against God. But people 
who treat such sin lightly simply do not know God. 
39:20 Joseph's holiness cost him his freedom. “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 


suffer persecution” (2Ti 3:12). 


But the Lord was with Joseph and 
showed him mercy, and He gave him grace 
in the sight of the chief prison keeper.t 22So 
the chief keeper of the prison put under 
Joseph’s authority both the prison and all 
the prisoners, and whatever they did there. 
23The chief keeper of the prison’ did: not 
look into anything under Joseph’s author- 
ity, because the Lord was with him; and 
whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper:t 








«=. Joseph Interprets the Dreams 
of the Prisoners «=> 

4 Now it came to pass after these 

things, that the king of Egypt’s chief 
cupbearer and chief baker offended their 
lord, the king of Egypt. ?So0 Pharaoh was 
angry with his two eunuchs, the chief cup- 
bearer and the chief baker. “Thus he put 
them in custody with the chief bodyguard 


in the prison, the place where Josepn was | 


confined. *Then the chief jaiier committed 
them to Joseph, and he attended inem; so 
they were in custody for a while. nus 

‘Then the king of Egypt's chief cup- 
bearer and the chief baker, who were con- 
fined in the prison, had a dream, both of 
them, each man’s dream in one night and 
each man’s dream with its own interpreta- 
tion. 6So Joseph came in to them in the 


morning and looked at them, and saw they- 
were troubled. 7Thus he asked Pharaoh's 


eunuchs, who were with him in the custody 
of his lord, saying, “Why do you look so sad 
today?” Sọ they said to him, “We each had 
a dream, and there is no one to interpret it.” 


Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpre- 


tations belong to God? Therefore, relate 
them to me.”t Then the chief cupbearer re- 
lated his dream to Joseph, and said to him, 
“Behold, in my dream a vine was before 
me, Vand in the vine were three branches; 
it was as though it budded, its blossoms 
shot forth, and its clusters brought forth 
ripe grapes. !!Then Pharaoh’s cup was in 
my hand; and I took the grapes and pressed 
them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the 
cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” : 

iZAnd Joseph said to him, “This is the in- 





man (Mt 5:10). 9 
39:23 Joseph's authority speaks of his human will, 


shows that Joseph's will was in submission to the will 








39:21 Joseph suffered for righteousness’ sake; therefore, the Lord was with him, Truly, he was a blessed 
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terpretation of it; The three branches are 
three days. BNow within three days 
Pharaoh will remember your position and 
restore your office of chief cupbearer; and 
you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand ac- 
cording to the former manner, when you 
were his cupbearer. But remember me 
when it is well with you, and have mercy on 
me; make mention of me to Pharaoh, and 
get me out of this prison. “For indeed I was 
stolen away from the land of the Hebrews; 
and I also have done nothing for them to 





put me into the dungeon.” e 


l6When:the chief baker saw the interpre- 
tation was good, he said to. Joseph, “I also 
had a dream, and there were three white 
baskets on my head. In the uppermost 


basket were all:kinds of baked goods for 


Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the 
basket on my head.” !8So Joseph answered 
and said, “This is the interpretation of it: 
The three baskets are three days. !9Within 


three days Pharaoh will lift off your head 


from you-and hang you on a tree; and the 
birds will eat your flesh from you.” 

- 20Noew it came to pass on the third day, 
which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that he 


made a feast for all his servants; and he re- 
membered the positions of his chief cup- 


bearer and chief baker among his servants. 
21Then he restored the chief cupbearer to 
his position, and he placed the cup in 
Pharaoh’s' hand. 22But he hanged the chief 
baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 
23Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember 
Joseph, but forgot him.t 
~n Joseph Interprets the Dreams 
Sa of Pharaoh 7> 

4 l]. Then it came to pass, at the end of 
| two full years, that Pharaoh had a 
dream; and behold, he stood by the river. 
2Suddenly there came up out of the river 
seven cows, fine-looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. ‘Then behold, seven 
other cows came up after them out of the 
river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the 
other cows on the bank of the river, *But 
the ugly and gaunt cows ate up. the seven 





and the Lord was with him speaks of God's will. This 


of God. Both wills, therefore, worked in synergy. 


40:8 Joseph glorified God and not himself. This is humility in the truest sense. 


40:23 Since the cupbearer forg 
His position as the king's favorite caus 
praise of God. 


ot Joseph, he also forgot the true God who delivered him from prison. 
ed him to forget, for he loved the praise of men more than the 
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fine-looking and fat COWS. So Pharaoh 
awoke. "He slept and dreamed a second 
time; and suddenly seven ears of corn came 
up onone stalk, plump and good. Then- 
behold, seven ears of corn, thin and blighted 
by the east wind; sprang up after them. But - 
the seven thin ears of corn devoured the 


seven plump and full ears. So Pharaoh 
awoke, and indeed, it was a dream. 


8Now it came’to pass in the morning that | 


his spirit was troubled, and he sent and 
called for all the interpreters of Egypt and 
all its wise men. Thus Pharaoh told them his 
dreams; but there was no one who could in- 
terpret them for Pharaoh. "Then the cup- 
bearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying, “I remem- 
ber:my sin this day. !°When-Pharaoh was 
angry with his servants, and put me in cus- 
tody in the house of the chief bodyguard, 
both myself and the chief baker, Hwe each 
had a dream in one night, both he and L 
Each had a dream regarding himself. !2Now 
there was with us a young Hebrew servant 
of the chief bodyguard, and we related our 
dreams to him; and he interpreted them for 
us. /2And it came to: pass, just.as he inter- 
preted for us;'so it happened. He restored 
me to my office, but he hanged him.”t 
t4Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, 
and they brought: him quickly out of the 
dungeon; and he shaved, changed his cloth- 
ing, and came to Pharaoh. Thus: Pharaoh 
said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and there is 
no-one who can interpret it. But I heard it 
said of you that you can understand: a 
dream, 
swered Pharaoh, Saying, “It is not in me; 


God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” | 


'7Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, 
in my dream | stood on the bank of the 
river. '8Suddenly seven cows-came up out 
of the river, fine-looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. !9Then behold, seven 
other cows came up after them, poor and 
very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as | 
have never seen in all the land of Egypt: 
#And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the 
first seven, the fat cows. 2!When they had 
eaten them, no one would’have known they 
had eaten them, for they were just as ugly 


to interpret it.” 1650. Joseph an- | 








as. rat! the Heatitning: So I Waka and fell 


| asleep again: 22Again, I saw in my dream, 


and suddenly seven ears of corn came up 
on one stalk, full and good: 2°Then behold, 
seven ears of corn, withered, thin, and 
blighted by the east wind, sprang up after 
them. 24But the thin ears of corn devoured 
the seven good ears. So I told all this to the 


| interpreters, but there was no one “who 


could explain it to me.” 
25Then Joseph said ‘a PUAI “The 


dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has shown 


Pharaoh what He is about to do: 2®The 
seven good cows are seven years, and the 
seven good ears of corn are seven years; 


the dreams are one. ?’But the seven thin 


and ugly cows that came up after them are 
seven years, and the seven empty heads 
blighted by the east wind are seven years of 
famine. 28This is the thing I have spoken to 
Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He 
is about to do. 2%Indeed, seven years of 
great plenty will come throughout all the 
land of Egypt; but after them seven years 
of famine will arise, and all the plenty will 
be forgotten in the land of Egypt: and the 
famine will deplete the land. 2!So the plenty 


will not be known in the land because of 


the famine following, for it will be very se- 
vere. “2Now the dream was repeated to 
Pharaoh twice because the thing is estab- 
lished by God, and God will shortly bring it 
to pass. 33Now therefore, let Pharaoh select 


a sensible and intelligent man, and set him 


over the land of Egypt. Let. Pharaoh do 
this, and let him appoint governors over the 
land, to collect one-fifth of the produce of 
the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful 


years, *So let them gather all the food of 
the seven good years that are coming, and 


store up grain under Pharaoh’s authority, 
and let them keep food in the cities. 3*That 
food shall then be as a reserve in the land 
for the seven coming years of famine in the 
land of Egypt, that the land may not perish 
during the famine.” — 


æ Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt .> 


37Now this advice was good in the eyes of 
Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants." 





41: 13 Joseph was a true prophet, and the Holy Spirit prophesied through him (Creed). His short-term 
prophecies came to pass in a matter of three days (40:12, 18). This proved that his long-term prophecies 
concerning Jacob and his family would also come to pass (ch. 37). 'All God's prophets are judged on this 
basis: if their short-term prophecies come to pass, then their long-term ones are to be believed. Other 
wise, they are false prophets. 
41:37 Although Pharaoh was an idolater, he recognized 
Joseph (Creed). 
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we find such a man as this, who has the 
Spirit of God in him?” Then Pharaoh said 
to Joseph; “Inasmuch as God has shown 


you all this, there is no one as sensible and- 


intelligent as you: You shall be over my 
house, and all my people shall be ruled ac: 
cording to your word; only-in regard to the 
throne will I be greater than you.” 4!So 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you 
over all the land of Egypt.” 

42Then Pharaoh took the signet ring’ off 
his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and 
he clothed him in garments of fine linen 
and put a gold chain around his neck. 


chariots; and they cried out before him, 
“Bow the knee!” So he set him‘ over all the 
land of Egypt. #4Pharaoh also said to 
Joseph, “Iam Pharaoh, and without your 


consent no man may lift ‘his Hand or foot tn | 
all the land of Egypt” ®Then Pharaoh > 
called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah, | 


and he gave him as a wife Asenath, the 
daughter of Poti-Pherah, priest of On. ~ 
46Now Joseph was thirty years old when 
he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
Then Joseph went out from the presence of 
Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land 
of Egypt. “Now in the seven plentiful years 
the ground brought forth abundantly. So 
he gathered up all the food of the seven 
years of prosperity in the land of Egypt, 
and stored the food in the cities; he laid up 
in every city the food of the fields that sur- 
rounded them, **Joseph gathered very 
much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he 
stopped counting, for it was immeasurable. 
50Now two.sons were born to Joseph. be- 
fore the years of famine came, whom Ase- 
nath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah, priest of 
On, bore to him, 5!Joseph called the name 
of his firstborn Manasseh:; “For God has 
made me forget all my troubles and all my 
father’s house.” 52And the name of the sec- 
ond he called’ Ephraim: “For God has 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
humiliation.” 


41:52 Joseph calls Egypt the land of my humiliation. 





Such is this fallen world to those who look for 
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- 58Then the seven years of plenty in the 
land of Egypt ended, “tand the seven years 
of famine began to come, as Joseph said. 
The famine was in all lands, but in all the 
land of Egypt there was bread. So when 
all the land of Egypt was famished, the peo- 
ple cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then 
Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to 








Joseph; whatever he says to you; do.” The 


famine was over all the face of the earth, 
and Joseph opened all the storehouses and 
sold to the Egyptians. °’Then all countries 
also came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, 
because the famine was ‘severe in all the 


| earth: 
43Then he had him ride in the second of his | 


a Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt >. 

4 When Jacob found out there was 

< grain for sale in Egypt, he said to 
his.sons, “Why.,are you standing idle?” 
2Then he: said, “Indeed, I heard there is 
srain-in Egypt; go down there and buy for 
us there, that we may live and not die.” 3S0 
Joseph’s. ten brothers went down to buy 


| grain in Egypt. ‘But Jacob did not send 


Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his broth- 
ers, for he said, “Lest some calamity befall 
him.” rs l} i 

5Thus the sons of Israel went to buy 
erain with those who were going there, for 
the famine.was in the land of Canaan. 
6Now. Joseph was governor over the land; 
and it was he who sold to all.the people of 


the land. So Joseph’s brothers came and 


bowed down before him with their faces to 
the ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and 
recognized them, but he acted as a stranger 
to them and spoke roughly to them. Then 
he said to them, “Where do you come 
from?” And they said, “From. the land of 
Canaan to buy food.” §So Joseph recog- 


nized his brothers, but they did not recog- 


nize him. d E HE 
Then Joseph remembered the, dreams 
he dreamed about them, and said to them, 
“You are spies. You have come to map out 
the roads of the country,”t “But they said to 
him, “No, my lord, your servants have come 
to buy food, !!We are all one man’s sons; 





their inheritance in the world to come (Heb 11:13-16, 22) Creed), | | i 
42:1 Jacob's sons were lazy, and lazy people are unruly (2Th 3:6-12). Such people lack reverence, lack 
self-control in speech, and are quick to abuse others IohnCas). These sinful passions characterized Jā- 


cob’s sons when they sold Joseph into Egypt. 


42:9 Joseph was a true prophet, for the Holy Spirit spoke by him. Thus, his prophecies concerning Jacob 
and his sons came to pass. His long-term prophecy concerning the general resurrection will also come to 
pass (50:25; Heb 11:22). Therefore, his prophecies are trustworthy, — == i oF mii trates banale 





GENESIS 42:12 l a 
we are men of peace; your servants are not 
spies.” !2But he said to them, “No, but you 
have come to map out the roads of the 
land.” '°Then they said, “Your servants are 
twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and in fact, the youngest is 
with our father today, and one is no more.” 
l4But Joseph said to them, “It is as I spoke 


feed at the encampment, he saw his money; 
and there it was, in the mouth of his sack. 
28So0 he said to his brothers, “My money has 


been returned to me, and there it is, in my 


to you, namely, ‘You are spies!’ In this | 


manner you shall be manifested: By the life 
of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place 
unless your youngest brother comes here. 
16Send one of you, and let him bring your 
brother; and you shall be kept in prison, 


that your words may be tested to see. 


whether there is any truth in you; or else, | 


by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are 
spies.” So he put them all together in 
prison three days. 

18Then Joseph said to them the third day, 
“Do this and live, for I fear Godt 'If you 
are men of peace, let one of yeur brothers 
be confined to your prison house; but vou, 
go and carry grain for the famine of your 
houses. “°But bring your youngest brother 


| 
| 


to me; so your words will be verified, and | 


you shall not die.” So they did so. 2!Then 
they said to one another, “We are inily 
guilty concerning our brother, for we saw 
the anguish of his soul when he pleaded 
with us, and we would not hear; therefore 
this distress has come upon us.” 22Reuben 
then answered them, saying, “Did I not 
speak to you, saying, ‘Do not sin against 


the boy, but you would not listen? There- 


fore, behold, his blood is now required of 
us.”t 23But they did not know Joseph under- 
stood them, for he spoke to them through 
an interpreter. 

44Then Joseph turned himself away from 
them and wept. So he returned to them 
again, and talked with them: and took 
Simeon from them, and bound him before 


their eyes. “Joseph then gave a command 


to fill their sacks with grain, to restore 
every man’s money to his sack, and to give 


them provisions for the journey. Thus he - 


did for them. 


-™. The Brothers Depart for Canaan s- 
26So they loaded their donkeys with the 


grain and departed from there. 2’But as one | 


42:18 Joseph feared God. “The fear of God 
a good understanding” (Pr 
and to forgive them for their abuse of him. 


42:22 Joseph's brothers did not fear God; therefore, they would not listen to wise counsel 





would bring down my gray 


sack.” Then their hearts failed them, and 


| they were afraid, saying to one another, 


“What is this God has done to us?” 

29Then they went to Jacob their father in 
the land of Canaan and told him all that 
happened to them, saying, *°“The man who 
is lord of the land spoke roughly to us, and 
took us for spies of the country. ?!But we 
said to him, ‘We are men of peace; we are 
not spies. 32We are twelve brothers, sons of 
our father; one is no more, and the 


youngest is with our father this day in the 


land of Canaan.’ 3Then the man, the lord 


| of the country, said to us, ‘By this I will 


know you are men of peace: leave one of 
your brothers here with me, take food for 
your households, and be gone. 34Now, 
bring your youngest brother to me; then | 
shall know you are not spies, but men of 
peace. I will then grant your brother to 
you. and you may trade in the land.’ ” 
s°Then it happened as they emptied their 
sacks, that surprisingly each man’s bundle 
of money was in his sack; and when they 
and their father saw the bundles of money, 


they were afraid. 26So Jacob their father 


said to them, “You have bereaved me: 
Joseph is no more; Simeon is no more; and 
you want to take Benjamin. All these things 
are against me.” 3’Then Reuben spoke to 
his father, saying, “Kill my two sons if I do 
not bring him back to you; put him in my 
hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 
38But he said, “My son shall not go down 
with you, for his brother is dead, and he is 
left alone. If any calamity should befall him 
along the way in which you go, then you 
hair with sor- 


row to the grave.” 
m Joseph’s Brothers Return 
i to Egypt with Benjamin «7 

4 Now the famine was severe in the 

land. “So it came to pass, when they 
had eaten the grain they brought from 
Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back, 
and buy us a little food.” 3But Judah spoke 


is the beginning of wisdom, and those who practice it have 
1:7), Joseph's fear and good understanding enabled him to love his brothers 


when they 


sinned against him. So they ended up with a guilty conscience (AthanG), 
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to him, saying, “The man solemnly warned 
uS, Saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless 
your brother is with you.’ *If you send our 
brother with us, we will go down and buy 
you food. °But if you will not send him, we 
will not go down; for the man said to us, 
‘You shall not see my face unless your 
brother is with you.’ ” 

‘Then Israel said, “Why did you deal so 
wrongfully with me as to tell the man 
whether you had yet another brother?” 
7But they said, “The man asked us point- 
edly about ourselves and our family, say- 
ing, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you an- 
other brother?’ Thus we replied to him 
according to these words. Could we possi- 
bly have known he would say, ‘Bring your 
brother down’?” ®Then Judah said to israel 
his father, “Send the lad with me, and we 
will arise and go, that we may live and not 
die, both we and you and all we have. 7! my- 
self will be surety for him; from my hand 
you shall require him. If I do not bring him 
back to you and set him before you, then let 
me bear the blame all my days. For if we 
had not lingered, surely by now we would 
have returned this second time.” 

1l1Then their father Israel said to them, “If 
it must be so, then do this: take some of the 
best fruits of the land in your vessels and 
carry down a present for the man—a little 
balm and a little honey, spices and myrrh; 
pistachio nuts and almonds. !Take double 
money in your hand, and take back in your 
hand the money returned in the mouth of 
your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight. 
13Take your brother also, and arise, go back 
to the man. !4May God give you grace be- 
fore the man, that he may release your 
other brother and Benjamin. If I am be- 
reaved, I am bereaved.”' | 

I5Sọ the men took that present and Ben- 
jamin, and they took double money in their 
hand, and arose and went down to Egypt: 
and they stood before Joseph. l6When 


43:14 Jacob knew the grace of God, which enabled 
the case of Simeon and Benjamin. St. Paul also said, 
And St. Athanasius the Great said that man 
Word. | 
43:18 Their guilty consciences regarding their 
nations in this circumstance. Their imaginings, 
43:23 In spite of their guilty consciences, 
them from anxiety, Both God and Joseph loved t 





43:26-31 This passage, 
Great Lent. 








the grace of God was abu 
hem, for both cared about them. 


=] 
coupled with 45:1-16, is read during Wednesday Vespers in the sixth week of 
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Joseph saw Benjamin, his brother by the 
same mother, with them, he said to the 
steward of his house, “Take these men to 
my home, and slaughter an animal and 
make ready; for these men will dine with 





| me at noon.” "Then the man did as Joseph 


ordered, and the man brought the men into 
_Joseph’s house. 

I8Now the men were afraid because they 
were brought into Joseph’s house, and they 
said, “It is because of the money returned 
to our sacks the first time, that we are 
brought here to make a case against us and 
fall upon us, to take us as slaves with our 
donkeys.”t !9When they drew near to the 
steward of Joseph’s house, they talked with 

| him at the door of the house, 2°saying, “We 
| entreat you, my lord, we indeed came down 
| the first time to buy food; 2'but it happened, 
when we came to the encampment, that we 
opened our sacks, and there to our sur- 
prise, each'man’s money was in the mouth 
of his sack, our money in full weight; so we 
have brought it back in our hand. 22And we 
have brought down other money in our 
hands to buy food. We do not know who put 
the’ money in our sacks.” 2°But he said, 
“Mercy be on you; do not be afraid. Your 
God and the God of your father has given 
you treasure in your sacks; and I am receiv- 
ing your genuine money as full payment.” 
Then he brought Simeon out to them.t 
24Sqo the man brought the men into 
Joseph’s house and gave them water, and 
they washed their feet; and he gave their 
donkeys feed. Then they made the pres- 
ent ready for Joseph’s coming at noon, for 
they heard he would eat bread there. *°Thus 
when Joseph came home, they brought the 
present in their hand to him in the house, 
and bowed down before him to the earth.” 
27Then he asked them about their well- 
being, and said, “Is your father well, the old 
man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” 
2S0 they answered, “Your servant our 





him to accept whatever the outcome would be in 
“By the grace of God | am what | am” (1Co 15:10). 


fell into death because he abandoned the grace of God the 


previous abuse of Joseph also led them into vain imagi- 
so to speak, ran wild, causing them great anxiety. 


ndant toward them and delivered 
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Then he said, “Blessed be that man in God”; 


and they bowed their heads down and 
| could we steal silver or gold from your 
-lord’s house? With whomever of your ser- 


prostrated themselves.t 

2IThen Joseph lifted his eyes and saw his 
brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and 
said, “Is this your younger brother you said 
you would bring to me?” So he said, “May 
God grant you mercy, my son.” 30Now his 
heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph 
made haste and sought somewhere. to 


weep. Then he went into his inner chamber | 


and wept there. °!'He then washed his face 
and came out; and he composed himself, 
and said, “Serve the bread.” 3250. they set 
him a place by himself, and them by them- 
selves, and the Egyptians who ate with him 
by themselves; because the . Egyptians 
could not eat food with the Hebrews, fer 
that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 
33Now they sat before him, the firstborn ac- 
cording to his birthright and the youngest 
according to his youth; and the men looked 





father is in good health; he is still alive.” 








— — — 


do such a thing: 8Look, we brought back to 
you from the land of Canaan the money we 
found in the mouth of our sacks. How then 


vants it is found, let him die, and we also 
will be my lord’s servants.” Then he 
replied, “Now as you say, so it will be; he 
with whom it is found shall be my servant, 
and you shall be blameless.” !!Then each 
man speedily let down his sack to the 
ground, and each opened his sack- !?So he 
searched the oldest andi left off with. the 
youngest; and the: cup. was found in Ben- 
jamin’s sack. “Then they tore their clothes, 
and each man loaded: his-donkey and re- 
turmed:to the city. n ft 

"So Judah and. his brothers ‘came to 
Joseph’s house; and he was still there; and 
they fell before him on the ground. !5Thus 
Joseph said to them, “What is this thing 
you have done? Did you not know that such 
a:man as | can certainly practice divina- 


in astonishment at one another. “Then he | tion?” 16Then Judah said, “What shall we 
took servings to them from before him; but | say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or 
Benjamin’s serving was five times as much | how shall we clear ourselves? God ‘has 
as any of theirs. So they drank and were | found out the wrongdoing of your servants: 


merry with him.t 
æ. _Joseph’s Stolen Cup = 

4 Now Joseph commanded the stew- 
ard of his house, saying, “Fill the 

men’s sacks with food, as much as they can 

Carry, and put each man’s money in the 

mouth of his sack. “Also put my cup, the sil- 

ver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the 


youngest, and his grain money.” So he did 


according to the word Joseph had spoken, 
SAs soon as the morning dawned, the men 
were sent away, they and their donkeys, 
4When they had gone out of the city, and 
were not yet far off, Joseph said to his stew- 


overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you 
repaid evil for good? Why have you stolen 
my silver cup? Is not this the cup from 
which my lord drinks, and with which he 
indeed practices divination? You have done 
evil in so doing,’ ” 

6So he overtook them, and he spoke to 
them these same words, "But they said to 


him, “Why does my lord say these words? | 


Far be it from us that your servants should 


43:28 Joseph honored his father Jacob by blessing him in God, which also showed he knew God's grace. 


In honoring Jacob he honored God, 





here we are, my lord’s slaves, both we and 
he also with whom the cup was found.” 
But Joseph said, “Far be it from me that 1 


| Should do so; the man in whose hand the 


cup was found, he shall be my servant. And 


as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 


«a Judah Speaks Up for Benjamin .= 

'SThen Judah came near to him and said, 
“O my lord, let your servant speak a word in 
my lord’s hearing, and do not let your anger 
burn against your servant; for you are even 
like Pharaoh. !8My lord asked his servants, 
Saying, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’ 


i se AAA ch | Then we said to my lord, ‘We have a fa- 
ard, “Get up, follow the men; and when you 


ther, an old man, and a child of his old age, 
who is young; his brother is dead, and he 
alone is left of his mother’s children, and 
his father loves him,’ 2!Then you said to 
your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that 
I may set my eyes on him,’ 22But we said to 
my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his father, for 
if he should leave his father, his father 
would die.’ But you said to your servants, 
‘Unless your youngest brother comes down 
with you, you shall see my face no more.’ 


43:34 God's grace in people leads to great joy in their midst. 


— 





24“So it was, when we went up to your 
servant my father, that we told him the 
words of my lord. ^5 And our father said, ‘Go 
back and buy us a little food.’ 2°But we said, 
‘We cannot go down; if our’ youngest 
brother is with us, then we will go down: 


for we may not see the man’s face unless | 


our- youngest brother is with us. 27Then 
your servant our father said to us, ‘You 
know my wife bore me two sons; 28and the 
one went out from me, and _I said, “Surely 
he was eaten by a wild animal”: and I have 
not seen him since. 2%But if you take this 
one also from me, and calamity befalls him, 
you, shall bring down my. gray. hair with 
sorrow to the grave.’ 2°Now therefore, when 
I come to your-_servant our father, and the 
lad is not with us, since his life is bound up 
in the lad’s life, 24it will happen, when he 
sees the lad is not with us, he will die. So 
your-servants will bring down the gray hair 
of your servant our father with sorrow to 
the grave. **For your servant became surety 
for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I do not 
bring him back to you, then I shall bear the 
blame before my father all my days.’ 33Now 
therefore, let your servant remain instead 


of the lad as a servant to my lord, and let | 


the lad go up with his brothers. 24For how 
Shall I go up to my father if the lad is not 
with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that 
would come upon my father?” 


4 


-™ Joseph Reveals Himself 

to His Brothers >; 
Now Joseph could not restrain him- 
self before all those who stood by 


him, and he cried out, “Make ‘everyone go | 


out from me!” So no one stood with him 
while Joseph made himself known to his 
brothers.t 2Then he wept aloud, and the 
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard 
it, Joseph then said to his brothers, “I am 
Joseph; does my father still live?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, for they 
were stunned in his presence. 

4But Joseph said to his brothers, “Come 
near to me.” 50 they came near, Then he 





said, “| am Joseph your brother, whom you 


———— 
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sold into Egypt. "Now therefore, do not be 
grieved or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before 
you to save life.t "For this is the second year 
of famine in the land, and five years still-re- 
main in which there will be neither plowing 
nor harvesting. 7For God sent me before 
you to preserve you as a remnant on the 
earth, and to sustain you as a great rem- 
nant. 8So now, it was not you who sent me 
here; but God; and He made me a father to 


| Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and 
| ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 


“Hurry then and go up to my father, and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, 
“God made me lord of all Egypt: come 
down to'me, do not tarry.t “You shall dwell 
in the land’ of Goshen, and you shall be 
near to me, you and your children, your 
children’s children, your sheep and oxen, 
and all you have. !!There I will provide for 
you, lest you and your household, and all 
you have, come to poverty; for five years of 
famine still remain’ ” '2And behold, your 
eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin 
see it is my mouth that speaks to you. 
\3Therefore, you shall tell my father of all 
my glory in Egypt, and of all you have seen; 
and you shall hurry and bring my father 
down here.” Then he fell on his brother 
Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept on his neck. "Moreover he kissed all 
his brothers. and wept over them, and after 
this his brothers talked with him. 

\6Now the report of it was heard in 
Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph's broth- 
ers have come.” So it pleased Pharaoh and 
his. servants well. So Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this, 
load your, conveyances and depart; go-to 
the land of Canaan. !*Bring your father and 
your households and come to me; | will 
give you the best of the land of Egypt, and 
you will eat the fat of the land. "Now you 
are commanded—do this, take carts out of 


the land of Egypt for your little ones and 


45:1 Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Jesus makes Himself known to His own brethren. 


(Jn 10:4, 14; Heb 2:11). 


45:5 Joseph's brothers sold him into Egypt, but God sent him there. The brothers sold him for profit; 
but God sent him to save lives, God overcame their sinful purpose with His saying purpose. Christ dled: 
for our sins, and thus overcame all injustices for man’s salvation, 

45:9 God made Joseph lord of all Egypt, but He made Jesus Lard of all the world (Acts 2:36; 10: 36). 





~ [I )~ 





45:1-16 This passage, coupled: with 43:26-31, is read d during Wednesday Vespers in the sixth week a 


Great Lent. Teas 
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your wives; bring your r- father and come. | will put his Kand on your eyes.” Then 
“Also do not be concerned about your | Jacob arose from the Well of Oath, and the 
goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt | sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, 
iS yours,’ ” their baggage, and their wives in the carts 
“Thus the sons of Israel did so; and | Pharaoh had sent to carry him. So they 
Joseph gave them carts, according to the | took their livestock and their goods which 
command of Pharaoh, and he gave them | they had acquired in the land of Canaan 
provisions for the journey. ??He gave to all | and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his seed 
of them, to each man, two changes of gar- | with him. 7His sons and his sons” sons, his 
ments; but to Benjamin he gave three hun- | daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all 
dred pieces of gold and five changes of ex- | his seed he brought with him to Egypt. 
ceptionally fine garments. 25He also sent to 8Now these were the names of the chil- 
his father these things: ten donkeys loaded | dren of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who 
with the good things of Egypt, and ten | went to Egypt: Reuben was Jacob’s first- 
mules loaded with grain, bread, and food | born. °The sons of Reuben were Enoch, 
his brothers away, and they departed; and | Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin; Ohad, Jachin, 
he said to them, “See that you do not be- | Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite 
come angry with each other along the way.” woman. |The sons of Levi were Gershon, 
“Then they went up out of Egypt, and | Kohath, and Merari. “The sons of Judah 
came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their | ere Er Onan. Shelah. Perez and Zerah 
father. *°Thus they told him, saying, out rand Onah diced ine mhe raaa 
‘Joseph your son is still alive, and he is | Cangan): The sons of Perez were Hezron 
ruler over all the land of Egypt.” But Ja: | {ñq Hamul. The sons of Issachar were 
cob’s mind was completely stunned, for ne Tola, Puvah. Job, and Shimron. The sons 
could not believe them. “But when they | Sf Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 
told him all the words Joseph had said to ISThese were the sons of Leah, whom she 
them, and when he saw the carts Joseph | bor. to Jacob in Mesopotamia of Syria, and 


had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob 
their father revived.t 28Then Israel said, “It | Ie ie dota oaa i sons 


is a great thing to me that my son Joseph is lė The sons of Gad were Zinhi a 
ne Brea Li | a. ? | re Ziphion, Haggi, 
Aog alive. I will go. and see. him, before J Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. "The 
sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, 
æ Jacob Journeys to Egypt 7- Beriah, and Serah, their sister; and the sons 
4 6 Now Israel took his journey with all | of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. !8These 
he had, and came to the Well of | were the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave 

Oath, and offered a sacrifice to the God of | to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to | 

his father Isaac.” 2Then God spoke to | Jacob: sixteen souls. '"The sons of Rachel, | 
Israel in a vision of the night, and said, | Jacob’s wife, were Joseph and Benjamin. 
“Jacob, Jacob!” So he said, “Here I am.”t | Also, to Joseph in the land of Egypt were 
3S0 God said to him, “I am the God of your | born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Ase- 
fathers; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for | nath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of 
I will make of you a great nation there. *] | On, bore to him. Sons were also born to 
will go down with you to Egypt, and I will | Manasseh: Machir, whom his Syrian con- 
also surely bring you up again, and Joseph cubine bore to him: and Machir begot 
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45: 27 Jacob's spirit revived when he realized Joseph was alive; our spirit revives when we realize Jesus Is 
risen from the dead. 

46:1 The Well of Oath foreshadowed the reconciliation of man to God thrush the Word of God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ (see note at 22:16). 

46:2 God spoke to Israel in and through His Word and Son, for He alone reveals the Father (AthanG). 
Therefore, Israel's vision was a personal appearance of the Son of God to him. The Son is also called the 
Angel of God. As He spoke to Abraham and said, “Abraham! Abraham!” (22:11), so now He speaks to 
Jacob, saying, “Jacob, Jacob!” Therefore, Jacob went to Egypt by divine revelation from the Father 


through the Son. 
»~(1)~ 


46:1-7 This passage is raed at Thursday Vesna during tna sixth week of Great Lent. 
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nasseh’s brother, were Shuthelah and 
Tahan. 2!The sons of Benjamin were Belah, 
Becher, Ashbel, and the sons of Belah were 
Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,; Hup- 
pim; and Gera begot Ard. * These were the 
sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob: all 
the souls were eighteen. The son of Dan 
was Hushim. 24The sons of Naphtali were 


Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. “These | 


were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave 
to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these 
to Jacob: seven souls in all. 2°All the souls 
who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came 
from his loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, 
were sixty-six souls in all: 27The sons of 
Joseph born to him in the land of Egypt 
were nine. Thus all the souls of Jacob’s 
house who went to Egypt were seventy- 
five. | 


w Joseph Meets Jacobin Goshen > 
28Now he sent Judah before him to 


Joseph, that he might meet him in Goshen | ) ) 
| land.” 7Then Joseph brought in his. father 


in the land of Rameses. 2950 Joseph made 
ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to 
meet his father Israel; and he presented 
himself to him, and fell on his neck and 
wept a good while. 

30Then Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me 
die in peace, since I have seen your face, 
because you are still alive.”t 2!Joseph then 


said to his brothers, “I will go up and tell | 


Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and 
those of my father’s house, who were in the 
land of Canaan, have come to me, **But the 
men are shepherds, for they are pastoral 
men; and they have brought their flocks, 
their herds, and all they have,’ So, it shall 
be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, 
‘What is your occupation?’ *4that you shall 
say, ‘Your servants are pastoral men from 
our youth even till now, both we and also 
our fathers,’ that you may dwell in the land 
of Goshen in Arabia; for every shepherd is 
an abomination to the Egyptians.” 


4 


ers, their flocks and their herds and all they 


"7 Now Joseph went and told Pharaoh, 





risen from the dead, and we believe in Him, 





Gilead. Also, the sons of Ephraim, Ma- 


and said, “My father and my broth- - 
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possess, have come from the land of 





Canaan; and indeed, they are in the land of 
Goshen.” 2So he took five men from among 
his. brothers and presented them to 
Pharaoh. *Then Pharaoh said to Joseph's 
brothers, “What is your occupation?” So 
they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are 
shepherds, both we and our fathers.” *They 
also said to Pharaoh, “We have come to 
dwell in the land, because your servants 
have no pasture for their cattle, for the 
famine is severe in the land of Canaan. 
Now therefore, let your servants dwell in 
the land of Goshen.” °Then Pharaoh spoke 
to Joseph, saying, “Let them dwell in the 
land of Goshen, and if you know of capable 
men among them, make them overseers of 
my. cattle.” 

Thus Jacob and his sons came to Egypt, 
and Pharaoh king of Egypt heard about it. 
So Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your 


| father and your brothers have come to you. 


6The land of Egypt is before you. Have your 
father and brothers dwell in the best of the 


Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Ja- 
cob blessed Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to Ja- 
cob, “How old are you?” %Jacob said to 
Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my so- 
journ are one hundred and thirty years; 
few and evil have they been; but they have 
not attained to the days and years of my fa- 
ther’s sojourn in life.”? | 
10Sq Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went 


out from before him. !!Thus Joseph settled 


his father and brothers, and gave them a 
possession in the land of Egypt, in the best 
of the land, in the land of Rameses, as 
Pharaoh commanded. Then Joseph pro- 
vided his father, his brothers, and all his fa- 
ther’s household with bread, according to 
the number of individual persons, 


~ Joseph Confronts the Famine -=> 
I3Now there was no food in all the land; 


for the famine was very severe; and both 
the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan 


| were devastated by the famine. '*So Joseph 


gathered up all the money found in the 
land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, 
for the grain they bought and all he doled 





46:30 Israel could die in peace because Joseph was alive. Even so, we can die in peace because Jesus is 


47:9 Jacob described himself and his fathers, Abraham and Isaac, as sojourners, for he embraced Abra: : 
ham’s faith and thus “looked for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come” 
(Creed: Heb 11:13-16, 21). And although he had suffered much in his life, he saw this as nothing com- 


pared to the glory to be revealed (Rom 8:18). 
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out to them; and Joseph brought the money 
into Pharaoh’s house. Thus when the 
money ran out in the land of Egypt and in 
the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
to Joseph and said, “Give us bread, for why 
should we die in your presence? For our 











money has run out.” !“Then Joseph said, | 


“Bring your cattle, and I will give you bread 
for them, if your money has run out.” !’So 
they brought their cattle to Joseph, and he 


gave them bread in exchange for their 


horses, sheep, oxen, and donkeys. Thus he 
fed them with bread that year in exchange 
for all their cattle. 

l8When that year ended; they came to 
him the next year and said to him, “We will 


not hide from my lord that our money has | 
run out; and my lord also has our posses- | 


sions and cattle. There is nothing left in the 
sight of my lord but our bodies and our 
lands. !9Why should we die therefore be- 
fore your eyes, both we and our Jand? Buy 
us and our land for bread, and we and our 


land will be servants of Pharaoh; give us | 


seed, that we may live and not die, that the 
land may not be desolate.” | 

20So Joseph bought all the land of the 
Egyptians for Pharaoh; for every man of the 
Egyptians sold his land to Pharaoh, because 
the famine was severe upon them. Thus the 
land became Pharaoh’s. 2!Now as for the 
people, he moved them into the cities, from 
one end of the borders of Egypt to the other. 
22QOnly the land of the priests he did not buy; 
for the priests had rations allotted to them 
by Pharaoh, and they ate their rations 
Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not 
sell their land, Then. Joseph said to all the 
Egyptians, “Indeed, I have bought you and 
your land this day for Pharaoh. Look, here is 
seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 
24Then it shall come to pass in the harvest 
that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. 
Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the 
field and for your food, for those of your 
households.” 25So they said, “You have saved 
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our lives; let us find grace in the sight of my 
lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 
26Then Joseph made it a law over the land of 
Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have 
one-fifth, except for the land of the priests 
only, which did not become Pharaoh’s. 
~. Joseph’s Promise to Jacob 7- 
27$o0 Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in 
the land of Goshen; and they acquired pos- 
sessions there and increased and multi- 
plied exceedingly. 28Now Jacob lived in the 


land of Egypt seventeen years. So the 


length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and 
forty-seven years. Thus when the time 
drew near for Jacob to die, he called his son 
Joseph and said to him, “If I have found 
grace in your sight, put your hand under 
my thigh, and deal with me in mercy and 
truth. Do not bury me in Egypt,t but let 
me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me 
out of Egypt and bury me in their burial 
place.” So he said, “I will do as you say.” 
31Then he said, “Swear to me.” And he 
swore to him. So Israel bowed himself on 
the top of his staff. 


= Jacob Blesses His Grandsons ~> 


Now it came to pass after these 
things that Joseph was told, “Indeed 


your father is sick”; and he took with him 


his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, and 
went to Jacob. 2Thus Jacob was told, “Look, 
your son Joseph is coming to you”; and 
Israel strengthened himself and sat up on 
the bed. "Then Jacob said to Joseph, “My 
God appeared to me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan and blessed met tand said to me, 
‘Behold, I will increase and multiply you; 
and I will make of you a gathering of 
nations, and give this land to your seed 
after you as an everlasting possession.’t 
“Now therefore, your two sons, Ephraim 
and Manasseh, who were born to you in the 
land of Egypt before I came to you in 
Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, 
they shall be mine.t Your offspring whom 


47:29 Jacob sees grace as synonymous with mercy and as coupled with truth. The apostle John said that 
the Word of God who became flesh is “full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). 

47:30 Jacob wished to be buried with his fathers because he looked to the inheritance of the world to come. 
48:3 The God who appeared to Jacob at Luz was the Son and Word of God, also called the Angel of 
God. It was He who blessed Jacob, for no created angel could do this (Athan). 

48:4 God the Word speaks of His Incarnation, by which the Church (a gathering of nations) would be 
established. He would give His Church the world to come (this land as an everlasting possession). Ja- 
cob’s seed would be Christ, and with Him, His Church (Gal 3), 


48:5 Ephraim and Manasseh were 
Son and Word is the natural Son an 


born to Joseph as his natural sons, born from his nature. So too, the 
d Word of the Father, born from His nature (AthanG). i 
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you beget after them sh 





their brothers. 7But as for me, when I came 
from Mesopotamia of Syria, Rachel died 
beside me in the land of Canaan on the 
way, when there was but a little distance to 


go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on the | 


way to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem). 
8Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, 
“Who are these with you?”t 9So Joseph said 
to his father, “They are my sons God gave 
me here.” Jacob then said, “Bring them to 
me that I may bless them.” !°Now the eyes 
of Israel were dim by reason of old age, and 
he could not see. Then Joseph brought 
them near him, and he kissed and em- 
braced them. !!Then Israe! said to Joseph, 
“I had not thought to see your face; but in 
fact, God has also shown me your seed.” 


129 Joseph brought them from besice his 


knees, and they bowed. down with their 
face to the ground. 


hand, and Manasseh with his left hand to- 


ward Israel’s right hand, and brought them | 


near him. Thus Israel stretched out his 
right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, 
who was the younger, and his left hand on 
Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands know- 
ingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn. 
l5Then he blessed them and said: 


“God, before whom my fathers Abraham 

and Isaac were well-pleasing, 

The God who has fed me all my life 
long to this day,* 

16 The Angel who redeemed me from all 

evil, 

Bless these lads; 

Let my name be named upon them, 

And the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; , 


48:8 Joseph recognized his sons as gifts from God, for they belonged to God more than to irs 








all take possession | 
of their inheritances within the tribes of | 
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And let them grow into a great 
multitude in the midst of the 
earth.” 


IINow when Joseph saw his father put 


his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it 


displeased him; so he took hold of his fa- 
ther’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s 
head to Manasseh’s head. !8So Joseph said 
to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one 
is the firstborn; put your right hand on his 
head.” '9But his father refused and said, “I 
know, my son, I know. He also shall become 
a people, and he also shall be exalted; but 
truly, his younger brother shall be greater 
than he, and his seed shall become a multi- 
tude of nations.” 

20S0 he blessed them that day, saying, “By 
you Israel will be blessed, saying, ‘May God 
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh. ” 
Thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 


| 21 . i ‘¢ i ié | 
i3Then Joseph took them both. Ephraim | Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am 
with his right hand toward Israel’s: left 


about to die, but God will be with you and 
bring you back to the land of your fathers.* 
22Moreover I have given to you one portion 
above your brothers; I am giving you 
Shechem, which I took from the hand of the 
Amorites with my sword and bow.” 


aae Jacob’s Final Words to His Sons > 
A _ Now Jacob called his sons and said, 
| “Gather together, that I may tell you 
what shall befall you in the last days:t© 


2 “Gather together and hear, you sons of 
Jacob, 
And listen to Israel your father. 
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, 
My might and the beginning of my 
children; 
You are hard to bear; 
You are hardened in your self-will.t 





48:15, 16 The Holy Spirit spoke by the prophet Jacob (Creed), who identified the Angel as God. He is 
the Son and Word of God. For no created angel could redeem Jacob from all evil (AthanG). Therefore, 
the Holy Trinity is revealed to a certain extent in the Old Testament, and fully in the New, 

48:21 The Holy Spirit spoke by Jacob and predicted that God would bring Joseph back to Canaan. 
Joseph's bones were later taken to Canaan, prefiguring the resurrection from the dead (Heb 11:22). 
49:1 The Holy Spirit prophesies by Jacob concerning the last days (Creed). These last days are those be- 
tween the two comings of Christ, and all these prophecies refer to these last days. | 
49:3 Reuben is called the firstborn and the beginning of Jacob's children; therefore, he was Jacob's nat- 
ural son, as were all his brothers. But he was not a work of Jacob's, as for example, when he took care 
of his sheep. So too, the Son and Word of God is begotten from the nature of the Father; therefore, He 


is not a work of the Father (AthanG). 
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49:1, 2, 8-12 This passage is read during Saturday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 
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4 Unstable as water in your insolence, 15 And seeing his resting place was good | 
You went up to your father’s bed; : And the land was fertile, | 
Then you defiled it. He set his shoulder to hard work, 


5 uQ; I And became a farmer. 
Simeon and Levi are brothers; 


aney, apaomp isaer BSA injustice 16 “Dan shall judge his own people 
POM AREIRATES CROG: =- As one of the tribes of Israel. 
6 Let not my soul enter their council; 17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, | 
Let not myner be united to their A viper lying in ambush by the path, | 
sehr nent That bites the horse’s heels, : 
For in their anger they slew a man, That its rider may fall backward, 
And in their self-will they hamstrung - | 18 . Waiting for the Lord’s salvation. 
an OX. | 
7 Cursed be their anger, forit was, 19 “As for Gad, a raider gang shall raid him, 
And E a for it was hardened Sa PU ne a ra a e RS ates | 
Lwallidivide thembn acon, 20 “As for Asher, his food shall be | 
And scatter them in Israel. | abundant, | | ‘Jon | 
8 “Judah, you are he whom your brothers : Andhe AOU Ee els cane Ce 
shall praise; | 21 aKa N AE 4 , 
7 | | Saks Sacre A phtali is a spreading stem, 
en aoa Baek be on the neck of your | Bestowing beauty by its produce. . 
TOUT AR ETS Sons shall bow down Slee eile Joseph ia ac prow Don. 
sof idah isa eee ans A grown-up son that was envied. 
evelyn a LEPE | Oh my youngest son, return to me. 
D wreath age oe 109 SOn, V have; | 23 They devised evil plans against him | 
| bro: tipene and reviled him, ee 
BG if LER TRAR andisieptas a Non anai And the archers were taking aim at 
Sot ksi him. 
; 9 | : 9 
Nor a lawgiver from his loins And the sinews of the arms of their | 
Until Shiloh comes; | | hands were enfeebled | 
And to Him shall be the expectation of On account of the hand of the Mighty 
the nations. One of Jacob. Tea | 
i Binding his colt to a vine, _ Thence, he who strengthened Israel 
And his donkey's colt to its branch, 25., Is from the God of your father, | 
He will wash his garments in wine, And A Sec helped you and | 
And his clothes in the blood of grapes. ; as | 
12 His eyes are gladdened from the wine, With a blessing from heaven above 
And his teeth are whiter than milk. And with a blessing of the earth, 
| containing everything. 
13 “Zebulun shall dwell by the seacoast; By reason of the blessing of breasts 
He shall be near a haven for ships, | and the womb, z 
And his border shall adjoin Sidon. 26. He made the blessings of your father 
and mother Ti 
14 “Issachar. desired what was good, Stronger than the blessings of stable | 
Resting between the inheritances;t mountains and everlasting hills. 





49:7 Simeon and Levi, as well as their brother, Reuben (v. 3), were hardened in their self-will. For their 
injustice was chosen freely (v. 5). Therefore, sin is a matter of will and choice. It is nota matter of na- 
ture, for they were good by nature, but evil by choice, The same is true of all who sin. | 
49:8-12 This prophecy relates to Christ in numerous ways, two of which are as follows: He would pea 
from the dead (who shall rouse Him, v. 9), and He would be the Lawgiver (v. 10). For every law of Goa 
the Father given to man, including the Mosaic Law, !s given in and through Him. | 

49:14, 15 Issachar rested between the inheritances of both the Old and New Testaments, and he 


farmed them by hard work (AthanG). , 








And on the crown of the brothers he 
led. 


27. “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; 
In the morning he will still be eating, 
And in the evening he will provide 
food.” 7 


«~ The Death and Burial of Jacob => 


28A ll these are the twelve sons of Israel, | 


and this is what their father spoke to them 


and blessed them; and he blessed each one | 


according to his own blessing. Then he 
charged them and said to them, “I am to be 
added to my people; bury me with my fa- 
thers in the cave in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 2°opposite Mamre in the land of 
Canaan, which Abraham bought from 
Ephron the Hittite as a possession for a bur- 
ial place. 3!There they buried Abraham and 
Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 
Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah. 
32The field and the cave there were pur- 
chased from the sons of Heth.” 3Thus when 


his last, and was added to his people.” 


5 and wept over him, and kissed him. 
2Then Joseph commanded his servants the 
physicians to embalm his father. So the 
physicians embalmed Israel. *Forty days 
were required for him, for such are the 


days required for those embalmed; and the | 
did evil to you.’ ” Now, forgive the injustice 


Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 

4So when the days of his mourning were 
past, Joseph spoke to the princes of 
Pharaoh. saying, “If now I have found grace 
in your sight, speak in the hearing of 
Pharaoh, saying, “My father made me 
swear, saying, “Behold, in the grave | dug 
for myself in the land of Canaan, there you 
shall bury me.” Now therefore, let me go up 
and bury my father, and I will come back.’ ” 
6Then Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your 
father, as he made you swear.” 

1Sọ Joseph went up to bury his father; 
and with him went up all the servants of 





50:21 Joseph spoke to the 


Now Joseph fell on his father’s face 
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Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the 
elders of the land of Egypt, ĉas well as all 
the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his 


father’s house. Only their sheep and oxen 
they left in the land of Goshen. *There also 
went up with him both chariots and horses, 
and it was a very great gathering. Then 
they came to the threshing floor of Atad, 


| which is beyond the Jordan, and they 


mourned there with a great and very 
solemn lamentation. He observed seven 
days of mourning for his father. 

11Sọ when the inhabitants of the land of 
Canaan saw the mourning at the threshing 


floor of Atad, they said, “This is a deep 


mourning of the Egyptians.” Therefore its 


| name was called the Mourning of Egypt, 


which is beyond the Jordan. !2Thus his sons 
did for him just as he commanded them. 
l3For his sons carried him to the land of 
Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the 
field of Machpelah, opposite Mamre, which 
Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite 
as property for a burial place. !*After he 
buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, 


| he and his brothers and all who went up 


inished ding his mher hoary ese . 
Jacob finished commanding Mis sons, Ne | vith him to bury his father. 


drew his feet up into the bed and breathed | 


~. Joseph Comforts His Brothers -=> 


I5When Joseph’s brothers saw their fa- 
ther was dead, they said, “Perhaps Joseph 
will hate us, and may actually repay us for 
all the evil we did to him.” !®So they came 
to Joseph, saying, “Before your father died 
he commanded, saying, !“Thus you shall 
say to Joseph, “I beg you, forgive the injus- 
tice of your brothers and their sin; for they 


of the servants of the God of your father.” 
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
i8Then his brothers also went and fell down 
before his face, and they said, “Behold, we 
are your servants.” 

i9Sọ Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for I belong to God. *°But as for you, 
you meant evil against me; but God meant 
it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 
this day, to save many people alive. *‘Now 
therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide 
for you and your households.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke to their heart.t 


heart of his brothers, for the heart has spiritual eyes to see the things of God 


(Eph 1:18). If their eyes were clear, they would be able to see God's forgiveness expressed through 
Joseph (v. 17), and that He worked their evil for good, in order to save many people alive (v. 20). They 
would also be thankful to God for providing for their welfare (v. 21). Truly, God is good! 

— - = [T] «—— 


49:33—50:26 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 




















m Joseph Dies in Egypt o> 
2S0 Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his 
brothers. Then Joseph lived one hundred 
and ten years. Joseph saw Ephraim’s 
children to the third generation and the 
children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, 
were also brought up on Joseph’s knees. 
“*Then Joseph said to his brethren, “I am 
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| and bring you out of this land to the land 


about to die; but God will surely visit you, | 


30:24, 25 The Holy Spirit spoke two prophecies by the prophet Joseph (Creed): the Exodus of Israel 








God swore to our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.”t 2Thus Joseph took an oath 
from the children of Israel, saying, “God 
will surely visit you, and you shall carry up 
my bones from here.” 2°So Joseph died, be- 
ing one hundred and ten years old; and 
they embalmed him, and put him in a cof- 
fin in Egypt.t 





from Egypt and the resurrection from the dead. For the burial of his bones in Canaan prefigures “the 


resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed) 


30:26 The life that began in Paradise (2:8) ended in a coffin in Egypt. For Adam's sin brought mortality 
and death into the world. But Christ came, trampled down death by death, and opened the gates of 


heaven to us. 











cAut | 10'— According to Hebei dd Christian HadinioHt, Moses is the author 
£ of Exodus. This is the teaching of Christ i 1:44), of His Agapi 
(Jn 1:45), and of the book itself (17: L4)ie 


Dat e—Exodus, which means “departure,” was written. iene the forty years. 


T Israel's wandering in‘ the VRAA from the crossing of the Red Sea to“ 


the entrance into, the land of. Canaan. 


Nom | 


May or Ther HES = Gods covenant with Tat and ie ab) ) of ior oppressors. 
=, God reveals Himself and His Name “YAHWEH, È pacabing “T AM the. 
Existing One.” Ai smo 





“ 


- Backgrou nd= Exodus ameda follows in the timeline after Genesis: 





a 


Egypt. The nation of Egypt was judged by God for its treatment of the 
Hebrews and its rejection of Him as the One True God. The forty years of 
wandering in the wilderness is the consequence of Israel’s sins, as well as a 
necessary time of preparation to inherit the promised land, asa people set 
ps for God. | Oe OR RS I aa 





ST. Deliverance from Bondage i in Egypt. mas! at UL God's Covenant with Israel (19:1—24:18) 
(1:1—15:21) = i agai ~~ A. The covenant and the Decalogue _ ) 
A, Israel’s life in Egypt (1:1-22) mia] (19:1—20:21) 
B. Moses’ youth (2:1-25),..._ ,. 3 _B, The book. of the covenant (20:22 
C. God calls Moses (3;1—4: 31) 23:33) 


| C. Ratification of the SODANI (24; 1x =18) 
IV. Instructions for Building the Sanctuary and 
for Its Ministers: (25:1—31:18) 
V. The Golden Calf (32:1—34:35) 
<A. The people’s sins (32:1-35) 
B. Renewal of the covenant (33:1—34:35) 
VI, Instructions for Building and Furnishing 
the eal (35: 1—40: 32) 


D. The plagues in Egypt (5:1—11:10) 
E. The Passover (Pascha) (12:1--13:16) 
FE Departure from Egypt and crossing the 
Red Sea (13:17—15:21) | 
I. Yendal J in the Wilderness (15: 22—) 





God brought about a series of miracles to release His people from slavery 1 in 
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“ Israel Suffers in Egypt > ‘Then the king of the Egyptians spoke 
Now these are the names of the chil- | to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the 
dren of Israel who came to Egypt; each | name of one was Shiphrah and the name of 
man and his household came with Jacob:{ | the other Puah;t !6and he said, “When you 
“Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Is- | do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew 
sachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin: ‘Dan, | women and see they are about to give birth, 
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5All those who | if it is a male, then you shall kill him: but if 
were the seed of Jacob were seventy-five | a female, let her live.” !7But the midwives 
persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already). | feared God and did not do as the king of 
‘Now Joseph died, as well as all his broth- | Egypt commanded them, but saved the 
ers and all that generation.t 7Then the chil- | male children alive. 
dren of Israel increased and multiplied, '8So the king of Egypt called for the mid- 
became numerous, and grew exceedingly | wives and said to them, “Why have you 
mighty; and the land was filled with them. | done this thing and saved the male children 

‘But there arose a new king over Egypt | alive?” 'Thus the midwives said to 
who knew not Joseph. Then he said to his Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 
nation, “Look, the race of the children of Is- not like the women of Egypt; for they are 
rael is a great multitude and is stronger lively and give birth before the midwives 
than we; come, let us outwit them, lest | come to them.” 2°Therefore God dealt well 
they multiply, and it happen in the event of with the midwives, and the people multi- 
war that they also join our enemies and plied and grew very mighty. 2!So it was, be- 
fight against us and so escape out of the | cause the midwives feared God, He pro- 
land.”t Therefore he set taskmasters over vided households for them. 22So Pharaoh 
them to afflict them in their works: and commanded all his people, saying, “Every 
they built for Pharaoh strong cities— | male born to the Hebrews you shall cast 
Pithom and Raamses and On, which is He- | into the river, but every female you shall 
liopolis. '*But the more they humbled them, save alive.” 
the more they multiplied and grew; and the pia | 
Egyptians greatly abhorred the children of ~~. The Birth of Moses > 














TŘ ~ — ea 


Israel.t '3S0 the Egyptians tyrannized the Now a man of the house of Levi went 
children of Israel by force. They made and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 


their lives bitter with hard labor—in mor- | 2So the woman conceived and bore a son; 
tar, in brick, and in all manner of service in | and seeing he was a beautiful child, they 
the field. All their labor in which they made | hid him three months.t 3But when she 
them serve was by violence. could no longer hide him, she took an ark 


1:6 Death continued to reign. Joseph and all his generation died. Nevertheless, the appearances of the 
Son of God to the prophets and the Holy Spirit speaking through them—especially in relation to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob—laid the beginnings of His future plan for the overthrow of death. These begin- 
nings will continue as the Son reveals Himself to Moses and the Holy Spirit speaks through him. 
1:10 The deceitfulness of Pharaoh ties this story to two others. First to the account of the serpent, who 
was “more cunning than all the wild animals the Lord God made on the earth" (Gn 3:1); and second, to 
a later pharaoh’s attempt to outwit Moses. This early verse of Exodus introduces a major motif of this 
book, namely, the matching of wits—the wisdom of the serpent again encounters the wisdom of God. 
Similarly, when the Son of God became incarnate, He easily outwitted the devil and destroyed him and 
death through His Cross (Col 2:15; Heb 2:14, 15). 
1:12 The Egyptians severely humbled the children of Israel, but the more they persecuted them, the 
more their numbers multiplied, For the Lord preserved Israel so that He might become incarnate 
through them for man’s salvation. When He became Man, He suffered the extreme humiliation of the 
Cross; nevertheless, through the Cross His Church grew and multiplied in great numbers. 
1:15 Shiphrah and Puah outmaneuvered Pharaoh, for they feared God, who gave them wisdom. And 
whereas the enemy outsmarted Eve at the beginning of Genesis, these women at the beginning of Exo- 
dus outwit the enemy. God's plan for the Incarnation cannot be stopped, 
2:2 Moses’ parents were Amram and Jochebed (6:20; Nm 26:59). They hid Moses for three months be- 
cause they embraced the faith of Abraham (Heb 11:8-15; 23). Thus, they were not afraid of the king's 
commandment. 

— [T ] = 


1:1-20 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in Passion Week. 
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of bulrushes, daubed it with asphalt, put 
the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the 
river's bank. 4Now his sister was watching 
from a distance to learn what would be 
done with him.t 

‘Then the daughter of Pharaoh came 
down to bathe at the river, and her maidens 


walked along the riverside; and seeing the | 


ark among the reeds, she sent a maid to get 
it.2 ®So when she opened the ark, she saw 
the child crying, and the daughter of 
Pharaoh had compassion on him and said, 
“This’is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 
Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
“Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the 


EXODUS 2:23 


in the sand.t 3When he went out the sec- 
ond day, he saw two Hebrew men fighting, 


and he said to the one who did the wrong, 


“Why are you hitting your neighbor?” He 
replied, “Who made you a prince and a 
judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as 
you killed the Egyptian?” So Moses was 
alarmed and said, “Surely this thing is 


| known.” Thus when Pharaoh heard this 


matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses 
fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in 
the land of Midian; and he sat down by a 
well.t | 

t6Now the priest of Midian had seven 


_daughters, who fed the sheep of their father 


Hebrew oped) that she may nurse the | Jethro: and they came and drew water, and 
child for you?” *So Pharaoh's daughter said | filled the troughs to water their father’s 
to her, “Go.” Then the maiden went and | fock. i7Then the shepherds came and 
: ce eed IDheara ’ asi : 
a E OE uke ne ania MOYE aia oy pus VOEST Ip apg 
i eee an o > | helped them, and watered their flock. 


and nurse him for me, and I wili pay you.” 
So the woman took the child and nursed 
him.t !ONow when the boy was grown, she 


brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he | 


became her son; and she called his name 
Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of 
the water.” 


œ Moses Flees to Midian -= 
Thus it came to pass in those. days, 


when Moses was grown, that he went out to 
his brethren and saw their burdens. He also 


Saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of | 


his brethren of the sons of Israel.t® !2So0 he 
looked this way and that, and when he saw 
no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him 





'8When they came to Reuel their father, 
he said to them, “How is it you came so 
soon today?” !°They replied, “An Egyptian 
delivered us from the shepherds; and he 
also drew enough water for us and watered 


our. sheep.” 2°So he said to his daughters, 
“And where is he? Why have you left the 


man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 
21Then Moses dwelt with the man, and he 
gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. 22So 
the woman conceived and bore Moses a 
son, and he called his name Gershom: for 
he said, “I have been a sojourner ina for- 
eign land.”t 

45Now in the course of time, it happened 








2:4 Miriam, Moses’ sister, was watching from a distance to learn what would become of Moses. She, 
too, was a woman of God whose faith led to learning. She would learn through observing the divine 
Providence in the situation (Acts 7:20). And we can learn how easy it is for the Lord to keep incarna- 
tional history in motion in the midst of great opposition. 

2:9 Jochebed may be the only woman in history to be paid for nursing her own child. 

2:11 Moses went out to see his brethren because he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 
mye Because of his faith, for he chose the Lord and holiness over the riches of Egypt and the passing 
Pleasures of sin, He had his eyes on the world to come (Heb 11:24-26). 

13 Moses was forty years old at this time, and he knew he was Israel's deliverer, Thus, he defended an 
gaeliko and killed the Egyptian. He supposed the Israelites would understand his calling from God, but 
s ey did not (Acts 7:23-28). That generation never would. 

aap This is another instance of divine providence preserving Moses' life, He fled to Midian, where he 
ial for forty years (Acts 7:29, 30). | 

ae oe namaed ie son amem HE nama relates to sojourning in a foreign land. Asa man of 

`~ ~ NE 100Ked to the reward (Heb 11:26), which is the world to come. For this world is a forei 

to People of faith. i POY | | =e ; eats = 
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2:5-10 This Sipe | SAIA 
Passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in Passion Week and at Vespers of the Feast of the 
eophany of the Lord. gh perun pers of the Feast of the 


:11-22 This passage is read during Wednesday Vespers in Passion Week. 
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EXODUS 2:24 _ 


that the king of Egypt died. Then the chil- 
dren of Israel groaned because of their 
labors and cried out; and their cry came up 
to God because of the labors. 24So God 
heard their groaning, and God remem- 
bered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.t 25Then God looked upon the 
children of Israel and was made known to 
them. 


=~. The Burning Bush «=> 
| Now Moses was tending the sheep of 
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 


68 


7Then the Lord said, “Indeed, I have 
seen the affliction of My people in Egypt, 
and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters: for I know their sorrow.t 8So 
I came down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 
up from that land to a good and large land, 
to a land flowing with milk and honey, to 
the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Gerge- 
sites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. °Now 
therefore, behold, the cry of the children 
of Israel has come to Me, and I have also 


Midian. Then he led them to the back of the | seen the affliction with which the Egyp- 
desert and came to Horeb, the mountain | tians oppress them. Come now, I will 
of God. 2Then the Angel of the Lord | send you to Pharaoh, to bring My people, 
appeared to him in a flame of fire from the | the children of Israel, out of the land of 


midst of a bush. So he saw the bush burn- 
ing with fire, but the bush was not con- 
sumed.t 3So Moses said, “I will now turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush 
is not consumed.”t 

4When therefore the Lord saw him turn 
aside to look, God called to him from the 
midst of the bush and said, “Moses! 
Moses!” Then he said, “Here I am.”t 5S0 He 
said, “Do not come any closer. Take your 
sandals off your feet, for the place where 
you stand is holy ground.”t ®Moreover He 
said, “I am the God of your father—the God 
of Abraham. the God of Isaac, and the God 


of Jacob.” Moses then hid his face, for he | 


was afraid to look at God." 


| Egypt.” 
| But Moses said to God, “Who am [to go 
| to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to bring the chil- 
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt?” 
| Then God said to Moses, “I will be with 
| you, and this shall be a sign to you that I 
‘have sent you: When you have brought the 
| people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on 
| this mountain.” !3So Moses said to God, “In- 
deed, when I go to the children of Israel 
-and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 
sent me to you, and they ask me, ‘What is 
His name?’ what shall I tell them?” 
'4Then God said to Moses, “I AM the Ex- 
isting One.” He also said, “Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel: ‘The Existing 


2:24 God remembered His covenant, for His remembrance is salvation. This covenant is the New Testa- 
ment in Christ. It is called the covenant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to instruct the Jews and all 
mankind that salvation comes through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3:2 God the Word revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush to forecast His coming Incarnation 
(JohnDm, AthanG, JohnChr, GrgTheo, Amb). He is called the Angel of the Lord because He is the An- 
gel or Messenger of the Father who reveals the Father's will. For He is the Will of the Father (AthanG). 
He is the Only-begotten God because He is begotten from the Unbegotten Father before all time and 
ages (GrgNy). Isaiah the prophet called the Son “the Angel of Great Counsel” (Is 9:5). 

The bush was on fire but was not consumed, for the Son of God became Man to save man and not to 
consume him. He became Man in the womb of the Mother of God, for the bush itself typifies her. 
3:3 Moses was shown this great sight of the Lord’s coming Incarnation because he was detached from 
the fleeting pleasures of this world JohnDm, AmbM). For he was looking to the resurrection of the 


dead and the life of the world to come (Creed). 


3:4 The Angel is called Lord and God, for He is the Speaker. Since He is begotten from the Father be- 
fore all time and ages, He is therefore the Only-Begotten God. 


3-5 Moses was to remove his sandals, This indicates that nothing dead is to stand between God and 


man, for He is the God of the living (Amb™), 


3:6 The Angel also called Himself the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For the 
Son is true God of true God, and He reveals the Father in Himself. He who sees the Son also sees the 
Father. He who sees the Only-begotten God also sees the Unbegotten Father. | 


3:7 The Lord loves His people and knows their pain and suffering, and His Incarnation is the remedy fo" 
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3:1-8 These verses are read as the first reading in the Liturgy.during the Feast of the Annunciation. i 


| 
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all their sorrows. 
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One sent me to 
Said to Moses again, “Thus you shall say to 
the children of Israel: ‘The Lord God of 
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the 


God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—sent | 
me to you.’ This is My name forever, and 


My memorial to all generations. !6Go then, 
and gather the elders of the children of Is- 
rael together and say to them, ‘The Lord 
God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob— 
appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
looked upon you and all the things that 
happened to you in Egypt; and I will bring 








you. ”t 15Moreover God 





— __ EXODUS 4:15 


to him, “What is in your hand?” He said, “A 
rod."t Thus He said, “Cast it on the 
ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it 
became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 
‘Then the Lord said to Moses, “Reach out 
your hand and take it by the tail” (so he 


reached out his hand and caught it, and it 


became a rod in his hand), 5“so they may 
believe the Lord God of their fathers—the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob—appeared to you.” 
‘Furthermore, the Lord said to him, 
“Now put your hand in your bosom.” So he 
put his hand in his bosom, and when he 


you up out of the affliction of Egypt to | took it out, it was leprous like snow. ‘Again 
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the | He said, “Put your hand in your bosom” (so 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Gergesites, ihe | he put his hand in his bosom again and 
Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a land flowing | then removed it; and it was restored to the 
with milk and honey, ” complexion of his other flesh),t 8“then it 
18*Then they will heed your voice’ and | will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed 
you shall go, you and the elders of Israel, to | the message of the first sign, they may be- 
| lieve the message of the second. Then it 


the king of Egypt; and you shali say to him, H 
‘The God of the Hebrews met with us: and | shall be, if they do not believe even these 


now, let us go three days’ journey into the 
desert to sacrifice to our God.’ !°But I know 


Pharaoh the king of Egypt will not let you | 


go, not even by a mighty hand. 2°Thus I will 


stretch out My hand and strike the Egyp- | 


tians with all My wonders which I will 
work among them; and after that he will let 
you go. 2!Then I will give this people grace 


in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you | 


go, you shall not go empty-handed. 22But 
every woman shall ask of her neighbor, 
namely, of her who dwells near her house, 
articles of silver, gold, and clothing; and 
you shall put them on your sons and 
daughters. Thus you shall plunder the 
Egyptians.” 
m, Attesting Miracles > 

Then Moses answered and said, “But 

suppose they will not believe or listen 
to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The Lord 


did not appear to you.’” *So the Lord said | 


two signs or listen to your voice, you shall 
take water from the river and pour it on the 
dry land; and the water you take from the 
river will become blood on the dry land.” 

0Then Moses said to the Lord, “I pray, O 
Lord, I am not capable, neither before nor 
since You spoke to Your servant; but I am 
weak in speech and slow of tongue.” So 
the Lord said to him, “Who made man’s 
mouth? And who made the mute, the deaf, 
the seeing, and the blind? Did not I, God? 
'2Now therefore, go, and I will open your 


mouth and teach you what you shall say.” 


'3But he said, “I pray, O Lord, appoint an- 
other capable one whom You may send.” 

"Then the Lord was very angry with 
Moses, and He said, “Is not Aaron the 
Levite your brother? I know he will speak 
for you, and indeed, he will come out to 
meet you; and indeed, when he sees you, he 
will be glad in heart.t 5Now you shall 
speak to him and put My words in his 


3:14 The name | AM the Existing One is the name for the Essence of God, which is one and undivided 
(AthanG, JohnDm). This Essence is like a boundless sea, containing all things yet not contained by any- 
thing. The Son is eternally begotten from the Essence of the Father. When Jesus said He was the Exist- 
ing One, the Jews who were listening took up stones to. stone Him, for they knew this passage in Exo- 
dus (Jn 8:57-59), He is acknowledged as the Existing One in every Vespers service of the Church. 

4:2, 3 The rod was Moses’ staff as a shepherd, It was a type of the Cross (Jn 3:14), which is the antidote 
to the serpent’s bite, The devil poisoned man with sin and death, but the Lord destroyed all three ene- 


mies by His Cross. 


4:7, 8 Leprosy was a type of sin and death. The Cross heals man of his leprosy. 
4:14 God is dispassionate; therefore, He does not possess passion in His nature. He is said to be very 


angry by way of analogy with man’s anger. In this sense, 


Himself is without such passion. 


the. Lord was displeased with Moses, but He | 
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mouth, and I will open your MONN and his | cause she said, “The flow of blood from my 
mouth; and I will teach you what you shall | son’s circumcision is stopped.” 4’Now the 
do. '°So he shall be your spokesman to the | Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the desert to 
people, and he himself shall be your mouth; | meet Moses.” So he went and met him on 
and you shall be to him as God. Now you | the mountain of God, and they kissed one 
shall take in your hand the rod that was | another. 28Then Moses reported to Aaron 


turned into a serpent, with which you shall | all the words of the Lord which'He sent to 
work miracles.”t him, and all the signs which He com- 
manded him. 2°9Thus Moses and Aaron 
+: | | went and gathered together the elders of 

So Moses went and returned to Jethro | the children of Israel. Aaron then spoke 
his father-in-law, and said to him, “I will go | al] the words the Lord spoke to Moses, and 
and return to my brethren in Egypt and see | he did the signs in the sight of the people: 
whether they are still alive.” And Jethro | 3199 the people believed and rejoiced be- 
said to Moses, “Go in peace.” Now in | cause God had visited the children of Israel 
those days, after some time, the king of | ang because He had seen their affliction. 


~. Moses Returns to Egypt => 


Egypt died. So the Lord said to Moses in | Then the people bowed and worshiped. 
Midian, “Go, return to Egypt; for: all the a T 
men who sought your life are dead.” # Then 
Moses took his wife and sons and set them 
on beasts of burden; and he returned to the 
land of Egypt, and Moses took the rod of 
God in his hand. 2!Again, the Lord said to 


=. Vieses and Aaron before Pharaoh -> 


SS 


sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of her | us not give them rest from their work.” 


son, and fell at His feet and said, “The flow 6So the same day Pharaoh commanded 
of blood from my son’s circumcision is | the taskmasters of the people and their 
stopped. 7 So He departed from him, be- clerks, saying, “You shall no longer give 





4:17 The Son of God Worked pete throuel the instrument of Moses’ staff. Having become incar- 
nate, He now works miracles through the Cross. ! 
4:21 It is customary for Holy Scripture to call God's permission His action (ohndm). Therefore! when — 
the Lord said to Moses, I will harden his heart, this hardness was by way of divine permission. For — 
Pharaoh hardened his own heart through his free choice. | 
4:22 The Lord calls Israel His firstborn son. The use of the term firstborn in this verse, therefore, cannot 
imply other offspring born afterward, Similarly, Jesus is called the “firstborn” of the Virgin Mary ` 
(Mt 1:25). Therefore, no one can claim this necessarily implies she had other children, for in truth na 
was her only offspring. 

4:30, 31 The people believed, rejoiced, and worshiped because tay saw the signs, but did they eve 


the Lord? No, for later on these same people would die in the wilderness because of their unbelief. Sim- 


ilarly, when Jesus did signs before the people, they believed; however, He would not commit Himself te 
them, for they did not love Him (Jn 2:23-25). Moreover, people who ask for signs are tempta for 
those who love Christ have no need for signs (JohnChr). 


5:2 Pharaoh asked perhaps the most important question in human history: “Who is the Lord?” Butin — 


his arrogance he boldly said, “I do not know the Lord,” His ignorance stemmed from his arrogance, for 
he was his own lord. Shortly, he would know Him to be the Lord of all the earth, but he wails still ‘er 
fuse to obey Him. 


= Now: after this-Moses and Aaron went 
a? and spoke'to Pharaoh, “Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel: ‘Let My people go,- so 
they may hold a feast to Mein the desert.” 
Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see | “Then Pharaoh’ said, “Who is He, that ] 
that you work before Pharaoh all the won- | should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do 
ders I put in your hand. But I will harden | not know the Lord; nor will I let Israel gort 
his heart, and he will not let the people go.t | 3So they said, “The God of the Hebrews has 
42Then you Shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says | called us to Him. Let us go three days’ jour- 
the Lord: “Israel is My firstborn son.t 23So I | ney into the desert and sacrifice to the Lord 
say to you, ‘Let My people go so they may | our God, lest at any time death or slaughter 
serve Me. But if you refuse to let them go, | happen to us.” 4Then the king of Egypt said 
indeed, I will kill your firstborn son.” ’” to them, “Why, Moses and Aaron, do you 

“Thus it came to pass on the way, at the | take the people from their work? Get back 
inn, that the Angel of the Lord met him and | to your work.” Again Pharaoh said, “Look, 
sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a | the people of the land are many now, so let 





A 











the people straw to make bricks as yester- 
day and the day before. Let them go and 
gather straw for themselves. 8Furthermore, 
you shall lay on them a daily quota of 
bricks they are to do each day. You shall 
hold them to it. You shall not reduce it, for 
they are loafers; therefore they cry out, say- 
ing, ‘Let us’ go and sacrifice to our God’ 
Let the labors of these men be oppressive 








and cause them anxiety; and let them not | 


pay attention to empty words.” 


So the taskmasters of the people and | 
their clerks went out and spoke to the peo: | 


ple, saying; “Thus says Pharaoh: ‘I will not 
give you straw. !!Go, get it yourselves wher: 
ever you can find it; yet nothing will be re: 
duced from your workload.” !2The people 
were then dispersed throughout ‘ail ‘the 
land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 
3The taskmasters also forced’ them to 
hurry, saying, “Fulfil! your daily quota of 
work as when straw was given vou.” 4Alse 
the clerks from the race of the children of 
Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters set 


over them, were beaten and. questioned, | 


“Why have you not fulfilled your task in 
making bricks both yesterday and the day 
before, and also today?” | 

'SThen the clerks of Israel’s sons entered 
and cried out to Pharaoh, saying, “Why are 
you dealing thus with your servants? No 
straw is given your servants, and they say 
to us, ‘Make bricks!’ and indeed, your ser- 


vants are beaten, but the fault is with your | 


Own people,” "But he said, “You. are 
loafers! You are loafers! Therefore you say, 
‘Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord,’ !8Now 
therefore, go and work; for no straw shall 
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be given you; yet you shall deliver the 
quota of bricks.” !8So the clerks from the 
children of Israel saw they were in trouble 
after it was said, “You shall not reduce any 
bricks from your daily quota.” 

20Then as they departed from Pharaoh, 
they met Moses and Aaron; who. stood 
there to meet them. 2!They said to them, 
“Let the Lord look on you and judge, be- 
cause you have made us abhorrent in the 
sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his.ser- 
vants, to put a sword in his hand to kill us.”t 




















æ God Promises Israel’s Deliverance -=> 
2250 Moses returned to the Lord and said, 
“Q-Lord, why have You brought trouble on 
this people? Why is it You sent me?t 22From 


the time | went to Pharaoh to speak in Your 


name, he has afflicted this people; neither 
have You delivered Your people at all.” 


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you 

shall see what Iwill do to Pharaoh: for 
with a strong hand he will let them go, and 
with a strong hand he will drive them from 
his land.” 

“God also spoke to Moses and said to 
him, “I am the Lord.t 3] appeared to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob as their God, but I 
did not reveal to them My name, Lord. 4I 
also established My covenant with them to 
give them the land of the Canaanites, the 
land of their sojourn, in which they were 
strangers.t 5] have also heard the groaning 
of the children of Israel, whom the Egyp- 
tians keep in bondage, and I remembered 
My covenant. “Therefore say to the chil- 
dren of Israel; ‘I am the Lord; I will bring 





5:21 A short time before, the clerks had believed, rejoiced, and worshiped the Lord along with the peo- 
ple when they saw the signs. But now they were unwilling to suffer for His sake, although believing 
and suffering belong together as a privilege (Php 1:29). For suffering on the Lord's behalf results in 
eternal glory (2Co 4:17). But they condemned Moses, So although they gave mental assent to belief in 


the Lord, they actually had no heart for Him. 


5:22, 23 Moses asked the Lord, “Why have You brought trouble on this people?” The answer is, “To 
test their faith” (see Jam 1:2-4), for such testing produces patience in those who pass the test. And 


Moses, along with the people, needed such patience. 


6:2, 3 The Son of the Father appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as their God. He told Jacob, for 
example, that He was the Lord (Gn 28:13), but He did not show him the power He had over all the 
earth. Now He was about to reveal His almighty power in relation to the Egyptians, for He is the Wis- 
dom and Power of the Father (1Co 1:24). After He became incarnate, and in many places of the New 


Testament, He is now called the Lord Jesus Christ. 


6:4 The land of Canaan is called the land of their [Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob's) sojourn, in which they 
were strangers. They did not see Canaan as their permanent home, for they “waited for the city which 
as foundations, whose builder and maker is God,” and “they desired a better, that is, a heavenly coun- 
try" (Heb 11:10, 16). The Jews who embraced this faith had the same vision, as do the Gentiles who do 
the same. For Canaan was a type of the world to come. But the Jews who came out of Egypt and did — 
Not embrace this faith saw the Canaan of this world as their true home, a false vision on their part. | 


SS — —- | 
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you out from under the Egyptian tyranny; I 
will rescue you from their bondage and re- 
deem you with an outstretched arm and 
great judgments. 7I will take you as My 
people and be your God. Then you shall 
know I am the Lord your God who brought 
you out from under the Egyptian tyranny.t 
SI will also bring you into the land I swore 
to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I 
will give it to you as a heritage: I am the 
Lord:’” 9So Moses spoke thus to the chil- 
dren of Israel; but they paid no heed to 
Moses because of their faintheartedness 
and cruel bondage.t 

l0Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to send 
forth the children of Israel from his iand.” 
!2Moses then spoke before the Lord, say- 
ing, “The children of Israel have paid no 
heed to me. How then shall Pharaoh heed 
me, for I am not eloquent?” !2Thus the Lord 
spoke to Moses and Aaron, and gave them 
a command for the children of Israel and 
for Pharaoh king of Egypt, to send forth the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 


-™. The Families of Moses and Aaron > 


l4Now these are the heads of their fa- 
thers’ houses: The sons of Reuben, the first- 
born of Israel, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, 
and Carmi. This is the family of Reuben. 
l5Now the sons of Simeon were Jemuel, 
Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul 
the son of a Canaanite woman. These are 
the families of Simeon. !®Now these are the 
names of the sons of Levi according to their 
genealogy: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; 
and Levi lived one hundred and thirty- 
seven years. The sons of Gershon were 
Libni and Shimi, the houses of their family. 
l6The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, 
Hebron, and Uzziel; and Kohath lived one 
hundred and thirty-three years. !*The sons 
of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These are 
the families of Levi according to their kin- 
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dreds. 22 Now Amram took as his wife 


-Jochebed, the daughter of his father’s 
brother; and she bore him Aaron and Moses 


and Miriam their sister; and Amram lived 
one hundred and thirty-seven years. 2!The 
sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and 
Zichri. The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, 
Elzaphan, and Zithri. 22Now Aaron took as 
his wife Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, 
the sister of Nahshon; and she bore him 
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24The 


| sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abi- 
| asaph;- This is the genealogy of Korah. 


2K leazar, Aaron’s son, took as his wife one 

_ of the daughters of Putiel; and she bore him 
Phinehas. These are the heads of the fami- 
ies of the Levites according to their geneal- 
ogy. “Now these are the same Aaron and 
Moses to. whom God said, “Bring out the 
children of Israel from.the land of Egypt 
with their army.” 27These are the ones who 
spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring out 

the children of Israel from Egypt. These are 
the same Moses and Aaron. 


œ God’s Instructions to Moses 
and Aaron -= 
In the day the Lord spoke to Moses in 
the land of Egypt, 2°the Lord said to him, “l 
am the Lord. Speak to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt everything I tell you.” 30But Moses 
said before the Lord, “Behold, I am weak in 
speech; and how shall Pharaoh heed me?” 


7 Now the Lord said to Moses, “See, I 
have made you a god to Pharaoh, and 
Aaron your brother shall be your prophet.’ 
“You shall speak all I command you, an 
Aaron your brother shall speak to Pharaoh 
to send the children of Israel from his land. 
3I will harden Pharaoh’s heart and multiply 
My signs and My wonders in the land of 
Egypt.t ‘But Pharaoh will not heed you! 
and I shall lay My hand on Egypt and bring 
My people, the children of Israel, out of the 


6:7 The Son of the Father is speaking, and the Jews were to know that He was the Lord their God, to- 
gether with His Father and the Holy Spirit. When He became incarnate, He revealed the Father and the 
Holy Spirit to the Jews in full measure, 

6:9 The children of Israel had a heart problem—they were willing to believe, but not to suffer for the 
Lord’s sake, Therefore, they were fainthearted and disobedient because of their cruel bondage. 

7:1 The Lord made Moses a god to Pharaoh, but it is one thing to be made a god and another to be 
God (HilryP). The Scripture uses the name god in three ways: (1) gods in name only, as are Moses and 
the saints; (2) false gods, as are the demons and idols; and (3) the true God, as is the Father (AmbM). — 
Moses was god in name only, but not in nature, But the Son is True God of True God (Creed), because 
He is God both in name and in nature, For before all time and ages, He is begotten from God to be 
God. He is begotten, not made (Creed). : TEIA i 
7:3, 14, 22 See note at 4:21. 
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and of Egypt with Mys power cand gredi 
vengeance. “Then all the Egyptians shall 


know I am the Lord, when I stretch out My | 


hand on Egypt and bring out the children 
of Israel from among them.’t ®Thus, as the 
Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so 
they did. ‘Now Moses was eighty years old 
and Aaron eighty-three years old when 
they spoke to Pharaoh. 

‘Again the Lord spoke to Moses and 


Aaron, saying, “When Pharaoh speaks to- 


you, saying, ‘Show us a sign or a wonder, 
then you shall say to Aaron your brother, 
“Take your rod and cast it on the ground be- 
fore Pharaoh, and it. shall become a ser- 
pent.’ ”t !0So Moses and Aaron went before 
Pharaoh and his servants, and they did so; as 
the Lord commanded them. Aaron cast 
down his rod before Pharaoh and his ser- 
vants, and it became a serpent..‘In response, 
Pharaoh called together the wise men, the 
sorcerers, and the charmers of Egypt, and in 


like manner, they did the same with their | 


sorceries. For each man threw down his 
rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s 
rod swallowed up their rods. !*But Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened, and he did not give 
heed to them as the Lord commanded. 


=. The Plague of Water Turned 
to Blood -=> 

'4So the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s 
heart is hardened; he refuses to let the peo- 
ple go. 15Go to Pharaoh early in the morning, 
When he goes to the water, and you shall 
Stand by the river’s bank to meet him; and 
you shall take in your hand the rod that 
turned to a serpent. !°Then you shall say to 
him, ‘The Lord God of the Hebrews has sent 


me to you, saying, “Let My people go, to | 


serve Me in the desert”; but indeed, until now 
you would not hear, "Thus says the Lord: 
“By this you shall know I am the Lord, Be- 
hold, I will strike the water in the river with 


the rod in my hand, and it shall be turned to 


blood. '*Then the fish in the river shall die, 


the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will | 
be unable to drink water from the river.”’” 


“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron your brother, ‘Take your rod in your 
hand and stretch out your hand over the wa- 
ters of Egypt—over their rivers, their canals, 
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theif ponds: and all their tanding water, so 
they may become blood. There shall be 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both 


in vessels of wood and of stone,’ ” 


20So Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord 
commanded them. Aaron lifted his hand 
with the rod and struck the waters in the 
river, in the sight of Pharaoh and his ser- 
vants. Then all the waters in the river were 
turned to blood. 2!The fish in the river died, 
the river stank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink water from the river. So there was 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
42Then the sorcerers of Egypt did the same 
with their sorceries; and Pharaoh's heart 
was hardened, and he did not heed them, as 


| the Lord said. 2*Pharaoh then turned and 


went to his house: Neither was his heart 
moved by this.t 24So all the Egyptians dug 
around the river for water to drink, because 
they could not drink water from the river. 
4°Then seven days passed after the Lord 
struck the river. | 


-=. The Plague of Frogs > 

26Now the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go to 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Let My people go to serve Me. 27But 
if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will 
smite all your territory with frogs. 28So the 
river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
which shall go up and come into your 
house, into your bedroom, on your bed, into 
the houses of your servants, on your peo- 
ple, into your ovens, and into your knead- 
ing bowls. 2°The frogs shall come up on 
you, your people, and all your servants.” `” 


Again the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron your brother, ‘Stretch out your 
hand with your rod over the rivers, the 
canals, and the pools, and cause frogs to 
come up on the land of Egypt.’ ” 2S0 Aaron 
stretched out his hand over the waters of 
Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered 
the land of Egypt. Then the sorcerers did 
the same with their sorceries and brought 
up frogs on the land of Egypt. | 
‘Pharaoh then called for Moses and 
Aaron and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, 
and let Him take away the frogs from me 
and my people; and | will let the people go 





7:5 The Egyptians would learn that the Lord Is the Lord af all, not only of the Hebrews. 


7:9 Thus, signs are for unbelievers (1Co 14:22). 
7:23 Pharaoh's heart was not moved by the sia toward faith | in the tara! He was too arrogant to 


umble himself. 
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and sacrifice to the Lord.”t Moses replied 
to Pharaoh, “Appoint me a time when | 


Shall pray for you, for your servants, and | 
for your people to make the frogs disap- | 


pear from you, your people, and your 
houses. Only in the river will they remain.” 
6So Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.” Moses then 
said, “Let it be according to your word, that 
you may know this is none other than the 
Lord.t 7Now the frogs shall depart from 
you, your houses, your servants, and your 
people. They shall remain in the river only.” 

‘Then Moses and Aaron departed from 
Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the Lord 


about the time He had agreed to, concern- | 


ing the frogs He had brought against 


said, and the frogs died away from the 
houses, the villages, and the fields: !°Then 
they gathered them together in heaps, and 
the land stank. !But when; Pharaoh saw 
there was relief, his heart was hardened; 
and he did not heed them, as the Lord said.t 


s The Plague of Lice 7 

‘2Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod and strike the 
dust of the land, that it may become lice on 
men, on four-footed animals, and through- 
out all the land of Egypt.” !2Thus Aaron 
stretched out his hand with his rod and 
struck the dust of the earth, and it became 


lice on man and four-footed animals; and | 


there were lice in all the dust of the land. 


'4Now the sorcerers so worked with their | 


sorceries to bring forth lice, but they could 
not; and there were lice on man and four- 
footed animals. !5Then the sorcerers said to 
Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did 
not heed them, as the Lord said.t 


~. The Plague of Flies «~~ 


Again the Lord said to Moses, “Rise 
early in the morning and stand before 











Pharaoh as he goes to the water. Then say 
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Let My people 
go to serve Me in the desert. Or else, if 
you will not let My people go, behold, I will 
send the dog-fly on you and your servants, 
and on your people and into your houses. 
The houses of the Egyptians shall be filled 


with the dog-fly, and also the ground on 


which they stand. !8Now on that day I will 
set apart the land of Goshen, in which My 
people dwell, that no dog-fly be there, that 
you may know I am the Lord, the Lord of 
all the earth.t 19] will make a difference be- 
tween My people and your people. Tomor- 
row this shall be'a sign in the land?” 29So 


| : : | the Lord did thus; and the dog-fly came in 
Pharaoh. °So the Lord did just as Moses | 


abundance into the houses of Pharaoh, and 
into his servants’ houses, and into all the 
land of Egypt; and the land was destroyed 
by the dog-fly. 

“Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God 
in the land.” 2¢But Moses said, “It is not 
right to do so, for we would be sacrificing 
the abomination of the Egyptians to the 
Lord our God. If we should sacrifice the 
abomination of the Egyptians before their 
eyes, they would stone us. 23We will go 
three days’ journey into the desert and sac- 
rifice to the Lord our God, as He said to us.” 
Pharaoh then said, “I will send you away, 
and you shall sacrifice to the Lord your 
God in the desert; only you shall not go 
very far away, and then pray for me to the 
Lord.” *°Then Moses said, “Indeed, I will go 
Out from you and pray to God, and tomor- 
row the dog-fly will depart from you, and 
from your servants and your people. But let 
Pharaoh not deal deceitfully anymore in 
MeN the people go sacrifice to the 

ord,” | 
“°So Moses went out from Pharaoh and 
prayed to God. “Thus the Lord did as 


Moses said and removed the dog-fly from 


8:4 In 5:2, Pharaoh refuses to acknowledge the Lord, saying, “Who is He, that | should obey His voice?” 
But now he asks for intercessory prayer to the Lord on his behalf and that of his people. However, he | 
still worships the gods of Egypt; the Lord is only another god to add to his list. | 

8:6 The Lord is the Lord of all, and Pharaoh needed to realize this. He is not one among others. 

8:11 Pharaoh still refused to forsake his idols and believe in the Lord. So he hardened his heart (see 


note at 4:21). | | 


8:15 The finger of God is the Holy Spirit (Mt 12:28; Lk 11:20). The operation of the Spirit brought the 
lice upon Egypt, for the Father works through the Son and in the Spirit. parren eenas 


8:18 Egypt's gods were lords of Egypt, but the Lord 
Egypt were not lords in any sense, but Pharaoh was 


is the Lord of all the earth. Therefore, the gods of 
too arrogant to acknowledge the true Lord. After 


the Lord became incarnate, His parents took Him to Egypt, where as a baby He destroyed the idols of 
Egypt and brought the nation to Himself (Is 19:1, 18-22). 7 BrT 
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hardened Pharaoh’s heart; and he did not 
heed them, as the Lord said to Moses. 























Pharaoh, his servants, and his people. Not 
one remained. *8But Pharaoh hardened his 
heart at this time also; neither would he let 
the people go.t 


æ. The Plague of Diseased Cattle z 


| Now the Lord said to Moses, “Go to 
Pharaoh and you shall say to him, 
‘Thus says the: Lord God of the Hebrews: 
“Let My people go so they may serve Me. 
“But if you refuse to let them go and still 
hold them, *behold, the hand of the Lord 
will be on your cattle in the fields—on the 
horses, the donkeys, the camels, the oxen, 


æ. The Plague of Hail => 
‘'Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise 
early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
| Lord God of the Hebrews: “Let My people 
go, so they may serve Me, !“for at this time 
I will send all My plagues into your very 
heart, and on your servants and your peo- 
ple, that you may know there is not another 
such as. I in all the earth.t For now I will 
| stretch forth My hand and smite you and 
and the sheep—a very severe pestilence. | kill your people,.and you. will be cut off 
‘Then I will make a-clear. distinction | from the earth. !6But for this very reason 
between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of | were you preserved, that I might display in 
Egypt. So nothing shall die of all. that : you My strength, and that My name might 
belongs to the children of israel.”’ ” be declared in all the earth. As yet, you 
‘Then God appointed a set time; saying, | exalt yourself against My people in that 
“Tomorrow the Lord will do this thing in | you will not let them _go.t !8Behold, tomor- 
the land.” So the Lord did this thing on the | row about this time, I will cause very heavy 
next day, and all the cattle of the Egyptians | hail to rain down, such as has not been in 
died; but of the cattle of the children of Is- | Egypt since its founding until now. There- 
rael, not one died. "Then Pharaoh sent, and | fore, hurry now and gather your cattle and 
indeed, not even one among the cattle of | all you have in the fields, for the hail shall 
the Israelites was dead. But the heart of | come down on every man and animal 
Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let | found in the fields; and whatever is not 
the people go.t brought home shall die.” >”. ?°Thus he who 
| feared the word of the Lord among the ser- 
~œ The Plague of Boils 7> vants of Pharaoh gathered his cattle into 
8So the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, | the houses.t 2!But he who did not regard 
“Take for yourselves handfuls of ashes | the word of the Lord left his servants and 
from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it to- | cattle in the field. 
ward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh; %and 22Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch 
let it become dust in all the land of Egypt, | out your hand toward heaven, and there 
and it will cause boils to break out in sores | shall be hail in all the land of Egypt—both 
on man and beast throughout all the land | on man and cattle, and on every herb of the 
of Egypt.” 10So they took ashes from the | field, throughout the land of Egypt.” So 
furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and | Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; 
Moses scattered them toward heaven; and | and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire 
they caused boils to break out in sores on | darted to the ground. Thus the Lord rained 
man and beast. !!Now the sorcerers could | hail on the land of Egypt. “This hail and 
not stand before Moses because of the | the fire mingled with it were so very heavy, 
sores, for the sores were on the sorcerers | there was none like it in all the land of 
and in all the land of Egypt. !2But the Lord | Egypt since it became a nation; and 








8:28 Pharaoh hardened his own heart through free choice (see also note at 4:21). 

9:7, 12, 34, 35 See note at 4:21. oak l 
9:14, 16 The Lord of all the earth used Pharaoh to declare His mighty power throughout the earth, for 
He shows compassion to whom He will, and He shows mercy to whom He will (Rom 9:17, 18). We a 
should never inquire into why God does what He does, nor even raise any questions about it. Our re- 
sponse should be obedience to Him (JohnChr). TRA | 

9:17 Pharaoh’s problem was self-exaltation, which opposes faith in the Lord. ; 
9:20, 21 Some among Pharaoh's servants believed in the Lord, for faith produces fear of the Lord. But 
some did not believe the Lord’s word. Thus, some exercised their free will to believe and some did not. 
However, all had the opportunity to know the Lord through faith, for He desires that all be saved. 
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25throughout the whole land ‘of Egypt it | Let My. people go so they may serve Me. 
struck both man and cattle and every herb | 4Or else, if you refuse to let My people go, 
of the field, and broke every tree of the | behold, tomorrow I will bring an Avun 
field. 26Only in thè land of Goshen, where | dance of locusts into your territory. °And 
the children of Israel were, there was no | they shall cover the face of the earth, so no 
hail. | one will be able to see the earth; and they 
27Then Pharaoh sent and called for | shall eat the residue of what is left of the 
Moses and Aaron and said to them, “I have | land’s abundance which remains to you 
sinned this time. The Lord is righteous, and | from the hail, and they shall eat every tree 
my people and I are ungodly. 28Therefore, | which grows up for you out of the field. 
pray for me to the Lord, and let Him cause | They shall fill your houses, the houses of 
the thunderings of God to cease, and the | all your servants, and the houses of all the 
hail and fire, for I will let you go and you | Egyptians—which neither your fathers nor 
shall stay no longer.” 29So Moses Said to | their forefathers saw, since the day they 
him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, | were on the earth to this day; ” So Moses 
I will spread out my hands to the Lord: the | turned and went out from Pharaoh. ” 
thunder will cease, and there will be no| Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, 
more hail and rain, that you may know the | “How long shall this man be a snare to us? 
earth is the Lord’s. 2°But as for you and | Let the men go so they may serve their 
your servants, I know you will not yet fear | God: Do you’not yet know Egypt-is de- 
the Lord.” 3!Now the flax and the barley | Stroyed:” sete Pe 
were struck, for the barley was ripe and the | -°°So ‘Moses and Aaron were brought 
flax was beginning to seed. °But as for the | again to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, 
wheat and the rye, they were not struck, for | serve the Lord-your God, but who are the 
they were late crops. ones. going?” Moses replied; “We will go 
3359 Moses went out of the city from | with our young and old; with our sons‘and 
Pharaoh and spread out his hands to the | daughters, with our sheep and oxen, for we 
Lord; then the thunder and the hail ceased, | must hold a feast to the Lord.” }°Then he 
and the rain was not poured on the earth. | Said to them, “Let the Lord be with you 
4Thus when Pharaoh saw that the rain, the | when I let you and your little ones go, but 
hail, and the thunder ceased, he sinned yet | not your belongings, for evil lies before 
more; and he hardened his heart, and the | you. "Not so, but let the men go and serve 
heart of his servants. %So the heart of | God, for that is what you desired.” Then 
Pharaoh was hardened; neither would he | they were driven out from Pharaoh's pres- 
let the children of Israel go, as the Lord | ence. WEH 
said to Moses. aoe the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch | 
æ. The Plague of Locusts e- fet the EEA come a if ach E E 
| () Now the Lord said to Moses, “Go in | and eat every herb of the lane Nen 
to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his | the hail left.” '3So Moses stretched out his 
heart and the heart of his servants, that | rod toward heaven. and i ee 
wa eaven, and the Lord brought 4 
these signs may come upon them;' and | south wind on the land all that day and 
that you may tell in the hearing of your | night. When’ | ith sues 
en j. g en it was morning, the south wind 
children and your children’s children, in | brought the locusts; “and the locusts wen! 
how many things I mocked the Egyptians, | up over all the land of Eevpt and tasted i 
| 7 p over all the land of Egypt and rested in 
and My wonders I wrought among them; | very great abundance on all the territory 0! 
and you shall know | am the Lord.”t Egypt. Previously there w a eretara 
So Moses and Aaron came in to | cust h . erena- such 
custs as they, nor shall there be such afte! 
Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the | them. !5For th verec : 
, . | . “For they covered the face of the | 
Lord God of the Hebrews; ‘How long will | land, and the land was wasted. They ate 
you refuse to humble yourself before Me? | every herb of the land and all the fruit of 





EEE 





10:1, 20, 27 Both Pharaoh and his servants hardened their hearts (see note at 4:21) 7 , 

10:2 Future generations are instructed by the Lord's works as to how ea iti esah A Le A aa 

He does. Recounting His works helps these generations know the true oo of the:karertavsa ai 

10:3 Humility is to know the Lord and to humble oneself before Him. Pharaoh refused to humble him- 
yi aS PANEMATA ri | -Pharaoh refus ima 

self through his own free choice. Humility is the beginning and end of aaan ice Te : 








the trees left by the hail. There remained 
nothing green on the trees or on the plants 





of the field throughout all the land of. 


Egypt. | | | 
“Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 

Aaron in haste, and said, “I have sinned 

against the Lord your God and against 


you.t Now therefore, pardon’ my sin yet- 


this time, and pray to the Lord your God 
that He take away from me this death.” 18So 
Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed 
to God. Then the Lord brought in fromthe 
opposite direction a strong wind from the 
sea, which took the locusts. away-and blew 
them into the Red-Sea. There remained not 
one locust in all the territory of Egypt. 2°But 


the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he | 


did not let the children of Israel go. 
æ The Plague of Darkness ea, 
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—————— 


bring yet one more plague on 


. Pharaoh and on Egypt. Afterward, he will 
let you go from here. When he lets you go, 


he will surely drive you out of here. 2Speak 


now secretly in the hearing of the people, 
and let everyone ask from his neighbor 
_articles of silver and gold and clothing.” 3S0 


the Lord gave the people grace in the sight 
of the Egyptians, and they lent to them. 


Moreover, the man Moses was very great 


before the Egyptians and before Pharaoh 


| and all his servants.t 


*Then Moses said to Pharaoh. “Thus 
says the Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out 
into the midst of Egypt; ŝand all the first- 
born in the land iof Egypt shall die, from 


| the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his 


"Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch | throne even to the firstborn of the female 


out your hand toward heaven and let there | 


be darkness over the land of Egy pt, a. dark- 
ness that may be felt”t 2250 Moses 
stretched out his hand toward heaven, and 


there was thick darkness in all the land of. 


Egypt for three days. 23No one saw his 


brother for three days; nor did anyone rise | 


from his bed for three days. But all the chil- 
dren of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

Then Pharaoh called to Moses and 
Said, “Go, serve the Lord your God: only let 
your sheep and oxen be kept back. Let your 
belongings also go with you.” 25But Moses 
Said, “No, but you must give us whole burnt 
Offerings and sacrifices that we may sacri- 
fice to the Lord our God. 2Thus our cattle 
Shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left be- 
hind. For we must take some of them to 
serve the Lord our God, and even we do not 
know in what manner we shall serve the 
Lord our God until we arrive there.” 

“But the Lord hardened’ Pharaoh’s 


heart, and he would not let them go. 28Then | 


Pharaoh said to him, “Depart from me. 
Take heed to yourself that you see my face 
no more, For in the day you see my face, 
you shall die.” 29So Moses said, “You have 
spoken well. I will never see your face 
again.” 





10:16, 17 Pp 





haraoh’s confession was not from his heart, for it was motivated by self-interest. He wanted 


servant behind the handmill, and all the 
firstborn of the cattle. Then there shall be 
a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt such as was not like it before, nor 


shall be like it again. 7But against not even 


one of the descendants of Israel. be it man 
or cattle, shall a dog snarl its tongue, that 
you may know the Lord shall make a wide 
distinction between the Egyptians and Is- 


rael. And all these your servants shall 
‘come down to me and bow down to me, 


Saying, ‘Go from here, and all the people 


who follow. you,’ After that I will go out.” 


Then he went out from Pharaoh in great 
anger., 4i 

“But the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh 
will not heed you, that I may multiply My 
signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.” 
So Moses and Aaron did all these signs 
and wonders in the land of Egypt before 


Pharaoh; and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart, and he did not let the children of Is- 


rael depart from the land of Egypt.t 

The Passover sm 
] Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 
| Aaron in the land of Egypt, Saying, 
“This month shall be your beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the 





death removed from him, but he still refused to glorify the Lord, 

10:21 The soul also feels the darkness caused by unbelief. 

11:3 The Lord gave Israel grace in the sight of the Egyptians, for as the Only-begotten of the Father, He 

is full of grace and truth (Jn 1:14). And as Moses became great in their sight, similarly, the Incarnate Son 
Came great in their sight when He established His Church throughout that land. 

11:10 See note at 4:21. 
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ER tion of the Hebrew people from bondage in Egypt (Ex 12:1—15:21). It is called 
MF, Passover both because the Lord passed over the homes of the Hebrews, sparing them 
Aœ from the death that came to the first-born in Egypt, and because the Hebrews passed 
à over the Red Sea as if it were dry land. Passover celebrates God’s steadfast love and de- 

votion to His people and their freedom in Him. | | 

Throughout the rest of the Old Testament, Passover preeminently signifies God’s rescue 
and forging together of His chosen people, Israel. The Lord repeatedly brings this event to 
mind as He encourages and exhorts His people to return to their covenantal responsibilities. 
(Jdg 6:7-10; 1Kg 10:17-19; Ps 80:10, 11; Jer 11:1-8; Mic 6:1-8). | SYAN] 

Through His saving work, Christ becomes our Passover (pascha in Greek). Through Him 
we experience liberation from sin, death, and the devil. St. Paul exclaims, “Christ, our ; 
Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast” (1Co 5:7, 8). He is the Paschal 
Lamb (Is 53:7; Jn 1:29; Rev 5:6-14) who gave Himself up in sacrifice “once for all” | 
(Heb 10:10-14) to reconcile us with God. At every Pascha—*Easter”—the Church sings: 

Today a sacred Pascha is revealed to us, a new and holy Pascha, a mystical Pascha, a 

Pascha worthy of veneration, a Pascha which 1s Christ the Redeemer. : 

In many typological details, the Passover of the Jews clearly points towards'Ohnst as our 
Passover. | ane : ) 
1 The Passover lamb, whose blood was smeared by the Hebrews on their doorposts in 
the sign of the Cross, was a male without blemish; Jesus was a male without blemish who died 
on the Cross. | | 

2 The blood of the Passover lamb saved the first-born of the Hebrews from death; the 
blood of Christ saves all those believing in Him from eternal death (Rom 5:8-10; 
1Pr 1:17-19). | | fdik 

2 The Passover lamb had none of its bones broken (Ex 12:10, 46); Jesus also had no 
bones broken as He was sacrificed (Jn 19:31-36). i; at 4 3 eat r 

4 The Hebrews escaped from the burden of slavery in Egypt by passing through the Red 
Sea; Christians pass “from Egypt, from the burden of sin,” being “set free and saved” through 
the waters of Holy Baptism (GrgNy). For in the waters of Baptism, we are “baptized into His 
death,” “crucified with Him,” and raised up “in the likeness of His resurrection” to “walk in 
newness of life” (Rom 6:3-11). | Very 

St. John Chrysostom marvels at the power of Christ’s blood; » 

If the type of it had such great power . . , in the midst of Egypt, when smeared on 

the doorposts, much more the reality. . . . if death so shuddered at the shadow, tell 

me how would it not have dreaded the very reality? This blood is the salvation of our 

souls; by it the soul is washed, and made beautiful and .... more gleaming tl ld 

(sce Rev 7:13, 14). aD Ny E Thain Ar ESENS TENET 

Sustained and strengthened by the blood of Christ our Passover, we resume daily 
our journey to the eternal promised land, the promised kingdom to come, ura 







ə) Passover, the central rite and symbol of Judaism, 1s based’on the experience of the libera- 


| 
| 
| 





year to you.t $Speak to all the congregation 
of the children of Israel, saying, ‘On the 
tenth day of this month every man shall 
take for himself a lamb, according to the 
family households, a lamb: for each home.t 
‘If there be too few in a household, let him 
and his neighbor next to his house take it 
according to the number of souls: he will 
make his count in lambs according to the 
needs of each one. °Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male of the first year. 
You shall take it from the sheep or the kids. 
‘Then you shall keep it until the fourteenth 
day of the same month, and the whole 
assembly ‘of the congregation of -Israel 
shall kill it at twilight.’Then they shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and on the lintel of the nouses 
where they eat it.t They shali eat the flesh 
on that night, roasted in fire: with unijeav- 
ened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat 
it. "Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with 
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EXODUS 12:18 








will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt; both man and beast; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute vengeance: 
I am the Lord. !3Now the blood shall be a 
sign for you on the houses where you are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you; and the plague shall not be on you to 
destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt.t \4So this day shall be to you a 
memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast 
to the Lord throughout your generations. 
You shall keep it as a feast by an everlast- 
ing ordinance.t 

'5*Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread. On the first day you shall remove 


| leaven from your houses. For whoever eats 


leavened bread from the first day until the 
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from 
Israel. 6On the first day there shall be a 
holy convocation, and on the seventh day 
there shall be a holy convocation for you. 
No servile work shall be done on them: 


water, but roasted in fire—its head with its | and whatever must be done by each soul. 


legs and its entrails. "You shall let none of 


it remain until morning, nor shall you 


break a bone of it; and what remains of it | 


until morning you shall burn with fire.t 
"Thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your 
waist, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand. You shall eat it in haste. 
It is the Lord’s Pascha.t !2For I will pass 
through the land of Egypt on that night and 





12:2 The Law of Moses commanded that Pascha (or Passover) be celebrated in the beginning of months 


this only shall be done by you.t 7S0 you 
shall keep this commandment, for on this 
same day | will bring your army out of the 
land of Egypt. Therefore, you shall observe 
this day throughout your generations as an 


everlasting ordinance. !8In the first month; 
on the fourteenth day of the month at 
evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, 
until the twenty-first day of the month at 





.., the first month of the year. But the Lord came down “at the end of the ages” (Heb 9:26), and He is 
“the end of the law” (Rom 10:4); therefore, He established a different day (AthanG). 

12:3 The Lord's commandment through Moses was the type, for a lamb was commanded to be sacri- 
ficed. But the incarnate Lord did not command any such thing, for He became the command itself by 
offering Himself as the Sacrifice to the Father (JohnChr). 

12:7 The two doorposts speak of our heart and its vision and action with regard to the New Covenant 
made in Christ's Blood, that we might be crucified with Him and rise up to be glorified and reign with 


Him, both now and at His Second Coming (GrgTheo). 


12:10, 46 Not a bone of Christ's Body was broken (Jn 19:33, 36), which fulfilled this commandment con- 
cerning Pascha (see also Nm 9:12). We see the strong connection between the type and the reality 


“ohnChr), 


12:11 The haste in eating the Lord’s Pascha speaks of sojourning. Likewise, we are to eat the Lord's 
Eucharist as sojourners (JohnChr), for we “look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
World to come” (Creed). Originally, Passover was called “the Lord's Pascha,” but later it was called “the 
Jews’ Pascha” (see Jn 6:4), because they denied the Lord who fulfilled the type (AthanG). 

12:13 Death would not touch Israel because of the blood, Christ's Blood destroyed death and delivers 


the destroyer to show tha 


His Church from the same (Heb 2:14, 15). The firstborn were preserved by God from being touched by — 
t we who were made alive in Christ no longer die in Adam (BasilG). 


12:14 This eternal memorial is fulfilled in Christ, who said'the Eucharist is to be eaten “in remembrance 


of Me” (1Co 11:24, 25; JohnChr). 


12:16 Servile work: the things necessary to life done during the course of the Feast of Unleavened 


read, 
Old leaven 


But now we are to keep the feast our whole life long: “Therefore let us keep the feast, not with 
: Nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth” (1¢9 5:8). For this is necessary to life VohnChr). | = 


O 
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EXODUS 12:19 80 | “= ess 
the land of Egypt, for there was not.a house 
where there was not one dead.t 3!Then he 
called for Moses and Aaron by night and 
| said, “Rise, go out from among my people, 
both you and the children of Israel. Go and 
serve the Lord as you said. **Take also your 
sheep and oxen and go, and bless me as 





evening. !9For seven days no leaven shall 
be found in your houses, since whoever 
eats what is leavened, that soul shall be cut 
off from the. congregation of ‘Israel, 
whether he is a stranger or a native of the 
land. 2°You shall eat nothing leavened; in 
all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened 
bread.’ ” well.” 32The Egyptians also urged the peo- 
-1Then Moses called for all the elders of | ple so as to send them out of the land in 
Israel. and said to them, “Go away and take | haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.”t 
a lamb for yourselves according to your | #4So the people took their dough before it 
families, and sacrifice the Pascha. 22Then | was leavened, having their kneading bowls 
you shall take a bunch of hyssop,.dip itin | bound up in‘ their clothes on their shoul- 
the blood in the basin, and strike the lintel | ders. °5Thus the children of Israel did: as 
and the two doorposts with the blood in the | Moses commanded them, and they asked 
basin. But none of you shall go out fromthe | from the Egyptians articles of silver, gold, 
door of his house until morning.t 28For the | and clothing. 3*Now the Lord gave the:peo- 
Lord will pass through to strike-the Egyp- | ple grace in the sight of the Egyptians, who 
tians; and when He-sees the blood on the | lent te them. Thus they plundered. the 
lintel and on the two. doorposts, the, Lord | Egyptians, -Saon dedin 
will pass by the door and not.allow the de- | 
stroyer-to come into your houses to. strike |x The Exodus 7 
you.t 24Now you Shall observe this thing as 37Then the children of Israel journeyed 
an ordinance for you and your children for- | from Rameses, to Succoth, about six hun; 
dred thousand men on foot, besides their 


ever. So if you enter the land the Lord 

shall give you, as He promised, you shall belongings. 38A mixed multitude also went 

keep this service. Thus it-shall be, when | Up, with them, along with sheep, oxen, and 
a great deal of cattle.t °Then they baked 


your children say to you, ‘What does this 
service mean?’ 2’that you shall say, ‘This is unleavened cakes of the dough which they 
brought out of Egypt: for it was not leav- 


the Paschal sacrifice of the Lord, who 
passed over the houses of the children of ened, because the Egyptians drove them 
out; and they could not remain, nor had 


Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyp- 

tians and delivered our households’ ” So | they prepared for themselves provisions 

the people bowed down and worshiped. | for the journey. Now the sojourn of the 

28Then the children of Israel went away and | Children of Israel who lived in Egypt and in 

did as the Lord commanded Moses and | the land of Canaan was four hundred and 
| thirty years. 4!Then it came to pass atthe 


Aaron; so they did. | ARs sites x 
AF | | end of the tour hundred and: thirty ye 
=. The PETE O DE Doain that the entire army of the Lord went out 
a Ok Me Firsthorn > on {from the land of Egypt. by night. 4At istà 
29Now it came to pass at midnight that | night of vigil to the Lord for bringing them 
the Lord struck all the firstborn in the land | oyt of the land of Egypt. This is that night 
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh | of vigil to the Lord for all the children of Is 
who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the rael throughout their generations. 
captive woman in the dungeon, and the 
firstborn of all the cattle. “°So Pharaoh rose 
in the night, he, all his servants, and all the | 
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in all. 





ae 


æa Paschal Regulations «> Nei 
43Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron; 








12:22 The hyssop speaks of Christ's garments that were whiter shan snow in the TAPAE and, of 
the purity bestowed by the remission of sins in baptism (AmbM). See also Ps 50:9, A 
12:23, 26, 27 Christ's Paschal sacrifice saves us from death, for He trampled down death by. His death.’ 
and bestowed life on those in the grave, In the eucharistic cup, His precious Blood saves us from death. 
12:30 A great cry arose throughout Egypt because they had no nope beyond this life and were without 
God in this world (Eph,2:12).. au hi tear ai Gol 
42:33 The Egyptians lived under the fear of death (Heb 2: 15). | | ee 
12:38, 48 A mixed multitude of Gentiles also went with Israel because then believed: But Ahoa es À 
wished to partake of Pascha had to be circumcised. Similarly, baptism is the door to the Eucharist: © 


“This is the. law of Pascha: no foreigne! 











8I _ EXODUS 13:19 





day, saying, ‘This is done because of what 
the Lord my God did for me when I came 
up from Egypt.’ 'It shall be as a sign to you 
on your hand and as a memorial before 
your eyes, that the Lord’s law may be in 
your mouth; for with a strong hand the 
Lord God brought you out of Egypt. "You 
shall therefore keep this law according to 
the times of the seasons from year to year. 
„œ Tradition of the Firstborn > 

“Then it shall be, when'the Lord your 
God brings you into the land of the 
Canaanites, as He swore to your fathers, 
and gives it to you, !2that you shall set apart 
to the Lord all that open the womb, that is, 
every male, everything that opens the 


Shall eat it. “But every man’s servant | 
bought with money, when you circumcise | 
him, then he may eat it. “A sojourner and a 
hired servant shall not eat it. “In one house 
it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of 
the flesh outside the house, nor shall you 
break one of its bones. */All the congrega- 
tion of the 'children of Israel shall keep it. 
48But when a stranger dwells with you and 
wants to keep the Lord’s Pascha, let all his 
males be circumcised, and then let him | 
come near and sacrifice it; and he shall be 

as a native of the land. For no uncircum- 
cised person Shall eat it. 49One law shall be 
for the native-born and for the stranger 
who dwells among you.” °’Thus-all the chil- 


dren of Israel did; as the Lord commanded | fee CR 
Moses and Aaron, so they did. 51Soït came | womb from the-herds or among your cattle; 


to pass, on that very same day, that fhe | aS many as you shall have, you shall sanc- 
Lord brought the children of Israel out of | tify the males to the Lord. “But every off- 
the land of Egypt with their army.© spring that opens the womb: of a donkey 
| you shall exchange for a sheep; but if you 
~*. Sanctification of the Firstborn > will not exchange it, you shall redeem it; 

ql ! Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | and every firstborn of man among your 
ingit 2“Sanctify to Me all the first- | sons you shall redeem. '4So it shall be, 

born, the first-begotten, whatever opens | when your'son asks you in time to come, 
the womb among the children of Israel, | saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall say to 





both man and cattle; it is Mine.” him; ‘With a strong hand the Lord brought 
< | us out of Egypt, out of the house of 
<œ The Feast of Unleavened Bread > bondage. Thus it came to pass, when 


‘Then Moses said to the people, “Re- | Pharaoh was'stubborn about letting us go, 
member this day, in which you went out | that the Lord killed all the firstborn in the 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of | jand of Egypt, both the firstborn of man 
bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord | and the firstborn of cattle. Therefore I sac- 
brought you out from this place. No leav- | rifice to the Lord all males that open the 
ened bread shall be eaten. #On this day you | womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I re- 
are going out, in the month of new grains. | deem. !‘It shall be as a sign on your hand 
‘And it shall be, when the Lord your God | and immoveable before your eyes, for with 
brings you into the land of the Canaanites, | g strong hand the Lord brought us out of 
the Hittites, the Hivites, the Gergesites, the | Eovnt. ” 

Amorites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, | | ef 
which He swore to your fathers to give you, œ Pillar of Cloud, Pillar of Fire > 

a land flowing with milk and honey, that \7Thus when Pharaoh let the people go, 
you shall keep this service in this month. | God did not lead them by way of the land of 
6Seven days you shall eat unleavened | the Philistines, although that was near; for 
bread, and on the seventh day there shall | God said, “Lest perhaps the people change 
be a feast to the Lord, 7Unleavened bread | their minds when they see war and return 
shall be eaten seven days, and no leavened | to Egypt.” '8So God led the people around 
bread shall be seen among you; nor shall | by way of the desert to the Red Sea, and in 
leaven be seen among you in all your re- | the fifth generation the children of Israel 
gions. *Then you shall tell your son In that went up from the land of Egypt. Now 





13:1 The eanciiflestion of the firstborn foreshadows the Ineathation of the Son of God. For He isthe ~ 
Firstborn of the Mother of God (Mt 1:25; Lk 2:7). The Church of the Firstborn are His brethren, whose 
names are registered in heaven (Heb 2: 11, IAZ 2Sa 
goa 
12:51; 13:1-3, 10-12, 14-16; 22:29 These verses are read as the first went’ Bf the pease of the’ 

Meeting of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. >= = ShoA 














EXODUS 13:20 r OLIO qie t d aa 
Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, | army, and overtook them camping by the 
for he had placed the children of Israel un- | village opposite Baal Zephon. Lae 
der solemn oath, saying, “God will surely lONow when Pharaoh drew near, the £ - 
visit you, and you shall carry up my bones | dren of Israel lifted their eyes, and be p d, 
from here with you.” 2°So they took their | the Egyptians marched after them. So they 
journey from Succoth and camped in | were very afraid, and the children of Israel 
Etham by the desert.® 2!Moreover, God led | cried out to the Lord. !Then they said to 
them, by day in a pillar of cloud to show | Moses, “Because there were no graves in 
them the way, and by night in a pillar of | Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the 
fire. 22Thus the pillar of cloud by day and | desert? Why have you so dealt with us to 
the pillar of fire by night did not depart | bring us up out of Egypt? '7Is this not the 











from before all the people.t word we told you in Egypt, saying, “Let us 
niet alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? 
=. Crossing the Red Sea > For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians 


j Now:the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | than to die in the desert.” 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel Then Moses said to the people, “Be of 

that they turn and camp at the village | good courage. Stand still and see the Lord's 
between Migdol and the sea; opposite Baal | salvation which He will accomplish for you 
Zephon; you shall camp before them by the | today. For the Egyptians whom you see to- 
sea. 3For Pharaoh will say of the children of | day, you will never see again. !*The Lord 
Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the | will fight for you, and you shall hold your 
desert has closed them in.’ #Then I will | peace.” 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue iSThen the Lord said to Moses, “Why do 
them; and I will be glorified in Pharaoh and | you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to 
over all his army, that the Egyptians may | go forward.t® 16Now lift up your rod, and 
know I am the Lord.” So they did.t | stretch out your hand over the sea and di- 

5Now it was told the king of the Egyp- | vide it; and let the children of Israel go on 
tians that the people had fled, and the heart | dry ground through the midst of the sea. "I 
of Pharaoh and his servants was turned | indeed will harden Pharaoh’s heart and all 
against the people; and they said, “Why | the Egyptians, and they will go in after 
have we done this, that we have let Israel | them. So I will be glorified in Pharaoh and 
go from serving us?” So he made ready his | over all his army, his chariots, and his 
chariot and took his people with him. | horses. !8Then the Egyptians will know | 
7Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, | am the Lord, when I am glorified upon 
and all the chariots of Egypt with captains | Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horses.” 
over every one of them. Thus the Lord '9Now the Angel of God who went before 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of | the camp of Israel moved and went behind 
Egypt and his servants, and he pursued the | them; and the pillar of cloud also went 
children of Israel; and the children of Israel | from before them and stood behind them.* 
went out with a high hand. So the Egyp- | 2°So it came between the camp of the Egyp- 
tians pursued them, all the cavalry and | tians and the camp of Israel, and the night 
chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his | passed; but there was such darkness and 





13:22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night speak of baptism, the sacrament of illu- 
mination or enlightenment (1Co 10:1, 2). The cloud itself is a foreshadowing of the Holy Spirit, who in 
baptism cools the flame of the sinful passions (BasilG), As one walks in his baptism, the Holy Spirit en- 
lightens him on the pathway to the resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to come. 
14:4, 8, 17 See note at 4:21. | | 
14:15 Moses cried out to the Lord with inward tears in the silence of his heart, and the Lord answered 
him (GrgTheo; JohnChr; GrgNy). eed 
14:19, 24 The Angel of God the Father is the Lord, who looked down through the pillar of fire and 
cloud. He is the Only-begotten God, because He is begotten from the Unbegotten Father before all - 
time and ages (GrgNy). Thus, the Son of God troubled the army of the Egyptians. 

= =- ` 
13:20—15:19 This. passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. | 
14:15-18, 21-23, 27-29 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. 
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blackness, they did not come near one an- 
other all that night. 2!' Then Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea; and the Lord car- 
ried back the sea by a strong south wind all 
that night and made the sea dry ground. 
Thus the waters were divided.t 22So the 
children of Israel went into the midst of the 


sea on the dry ground, and the waters were | 


a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left.t 23Then the Egyptians pursued 
and went after them into the midst of the 
sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 
horsemen. 24Now it came to pass, in the 
morning watch, the Lord locked down 
upon the army of the Egyptians through 
the pillar of fire and cloud: and He troubled 


the army of the Egyptians. 25He bound the | 
axles of their chariot wheeis and caused | 


them to proceed with difficulty; and the 
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of 
Israel, for the Lord fights for them against 
the Egyptians.” 

46Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch 
out your hand over the sea so the waters 


may come back upon the Egyptians, on | 


their chariots and the riders.” 27So0 Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and 
when the morning appeared, the sea re- 
turned to its full depth, while the Egyptians 
were trying to flee. But the Lord shook off 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.t 
28Then the waters returned and covered the 
chariots, the horsemen, and all of Pharaoh’s 
army that came into the sea after them. Not 
so much as one of them remained. 2°But the 
children of Israel walked on dry ground in 
the midst of the sea. The waters were a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their left. 
3S0 the Lord saved Israel that day from the 
hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 





EXODUS 15:8 


Egyptians dead on the seashore. ?!Thus Is- 
rael saw the Lord’s mighty hand and the 
things He did to the Egyptians; therefore, 
the people feared the Lord and believed 
God and His servant Moses. 








| c The Song of Moses -=> 

Ji Now Moses and the children of 
Israel sang this song to God and 

spoke, saying: 


“Let us sing to the Lord, for He is 
greatly glorified. 
Horse and rider He has thrown into 
the sea.t 
2 The Lord became my helper and the 
shield of my salvation; 
He is my God, and I will glorify Him; 
My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.t 
3 The Lord brings wars to nothing; 
The Lord is His name. 
+ Pharaoh’s chariots and army He cast 
into the sea; 
His chosen captains also were 
drowned in the Red Sea. 
9 The sea covered them; 
They sank to the bottom like a stone. 


6 “Your right hand, O God, is glorified in 
strength; 
Your right hand, O God, dashed the 
enemy in pieces.t 
7 In the greatness of Your glory 
You broke the adversaries to pieces; 
You sent forth Your wrath; 
It consumed them like stubble. 
8 By the Spirit of Your anger the waters 
were gathered together; 
The waves stood upright in the midst 
of the sea; 





14:21 Moses accomplished what he did through prayer and as a servant of Christ, but Christ Himself 
walked on the Sea of Galilee by His own absolute power (Mt 14:25). Job 9:8 prophesied of Christ, “who 


walks on the sea as on firm ground” (JohnChr). 


14:22 Based on their own nature, the waters of the sea could not form walls on either side of Israel as 
they walked through, But through the prophetic office of Moses, the sea's nature was changed. This 
shows that the power of blessing is greater than that of nature, for Israel was blessed with deliverance. 
similarly, the power of blessing is greater than nature when the bread and wine of the Eucharist be- 
come in a mystery the Body and Blood of Christ (Amb™), OLES 
14:27, 28 Pharaoh and his servants are types of the devil and his angels, whom the Lord destroyed on 
the Cross and in the waters of baptism (BasilG; GrgNy). jati 
15:1 The Egyptians were thrown into the sea. Their opposition to Israel was instigated by the devil 


(AthanG). 


15:2 The verb translated became means “to make.” Thus, in what sense was the Lord made? Inthe __ 
sense of His Incarnation (AmbM). For He “became flesh” (Jn 1:14) to become man’s helper and shield in 
Salvation. This prophecy also acknowledges the Incarnate Lord as God (my God and my father’s God). 
15:6, 12 The right hand of God is the Son of the Father (BasilG; AmbM). As the hand is one in essence 
With its body, similarly, the Son is one in essence with the Father. Be zal TQh— 


EXODUS 1S:9 


The depths congealed in ihe heart, of 
the sea.t 
9- -The enemy said, ‘I will pursue will 
overtake; I will divide the:spoils; 
I will satisfy my soul; 
I will destroy with my sword; 
My hand shall have dominion.’ 
10 You sent forth Your Spirit; 
The sea covered them; 
They sank like lead in the mighty 
waters. 


1 “Who is like You, O Lord, among the 
gods? 
Who is like You, glorified in Balinese: 
Marvelous in praises; doing wonders? 
12 You stretched out Your right hand; 
The earth swallowed them up. 
13 -Jn righteousness You guided Your. 
people whom You redeemed; 
In strength You called them.to Your 
holy resting place. 





14 “The nations heard and were angry; 
Pangs seized the inhabitants of 
Philistia. 
15 The princes of Edom | 
And the chiefs of the Moabites were 
dismayed; 
Trembling took hold of them; 
All the inhabitants of Canaan melted 
away. | 
lê Fear and dread fell upon them; | 
By the greatness of Your arm, let them 
become as stone 
Till Your people pass over, O Lord, 
Till Your people pass over, whom You 
purchased.t 
17 Bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of their inheritance, 
In Your prepared habitation, O Lord, 
which Your hands made ready; 
_ The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your 
hands established. 


84- a 
18 ‘The Lord reigns forever and ever and 





ever.” 


\i9For Pharaoh’s horses went with his 


chariots and horsemen into the sea, and the 


Lord brought back the waters of the sea 
upon: them. But the children of -Israel 
walked-on dry ia in the midst the 
sea; 


-a. The Song of Miriam 7> 


20Then Miriam the prophetess; the sister 
of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with tim- 
brels and dances. 2!So Miriam led them: _. 


“Let us sing to the Lord, for He is. 
greatly glorified. 
Horse and rider He cast into the sea. "t 


«=~. Bitter Waters Sweetened! Ph TE 

22Thus Moses brought Israel from the 
Red Sea; then they went out into the 
Wilderness of Shur. They went three days 
in the desert and found no water to drink.” 
23Now when they came to Marah, they 
could not drink the waters of Marah, for 
they were bitter. Therefore he named that 
place Bitterness.t 24Then' the people com- 
plained against Moses, saying, “What shall 
we drink?” 25So he cried to the’ Lord, and 
the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast 
it into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet. There He made a statute and an or- 
dinance for them. There He proved himt 
26and said, “If you diligently heed the voice 
of the Lord your God and do what is pleas- 
ing in His sight, give ear to His command- 
ments and keep all His ordinances, I will 
put none of the diseases on you that 1 
brought on the Egyptians; for I am the Lord 


_| your God who heals you.” 





15:8-10 The Spirit is the Holy Spirit (ambm). 


“Then they came to Elim, where there 


15:16 The Lord gave the enemy a spirit of fear, in contrast to the spirit "of power and of love and of ai, 
sound mind” that He gives the faithful (2Ti 1:7; JohnChr), 


15:21 Miriam was a type of the Mother of God (GrgNy) and of the Church (Amb), The Mother of God 


leads the Church in songs of praise to the Lord. 


15:23 The waters of Marah were called Bitterness, which describes man’s condition apart from the , 


grace of Christ. 


15:25 The tree cast into the waters ade them fit for the people to drink. This tree speaks of the Cross: 
of Christ and baptism (AmbM), For the Cross is baptism, and baptism is the Cross, The Cross is in ipes a 
baptismal water, and the baptismal water is in the Cross. This i is why SPRAM: saves man (1Pt 3: 21). 
15:26 God heals those who hear His voice and obey Him. > 5 Oi doin elit OBEY 
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15:22—16: 1 These \ verses are read daria the Feast of the Precious and Lea ving) Gigss! \ we sa} igi 
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were twelve fountains of water and seventy | what are we? Your | complaints are not 
palm trees; so they camped there by the | against us but against God.” | 
waters.' 9Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all 
py seats TON the congregation of the children of Israel, 
Rae od Aone eh nee ‘Come near before God, for'He has heard 
l ' and all the congregation of the WON? BO ESS NOW when Aaron 
children of Israel came to the Wilderness | re es me poset Sit abe td st ae 
of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, a S < A, ay aasa j OWE ; ; 
on the fifteenth day of the second month |. aed a lst ‘a Loren 
after they departed from the land- of pea ior: PNS Tenir D 
Egypt. ?Then the whole congregation of UDO SLL pol Hn neba CUES 
the children of Israel complained against Biss ls La ee bE peak’? 
Moses and Aaron.! The children of Israel them saying, “Ai oren Rae 
said to them, “Would we had died, smitten meat, andin the morning you shall be filled 
by the Lord in the land'of Egypt. when we with bread. Then you shall know I am the 
sat by: the pots:of meat and ate bread to Poro God. , | | 
the full. For you brought us out into this |. .-°_1t Was that quail came up at 
desert 40 -kill:this whole. assemblyawith | “Vesna aid Covert ea team 
hungert 4Then the Lord. said to.Moses, | morning the dew lay all around the camp. 
“Behold, will.rain-bread out.of;heaven | . bus when te layer of dew lifted, there, 
for you; and the people shall go ouiand on the surface of the desert, was a small 
gather a certain: quota. every. day, that, | round substance, white like coriander 
nay test them, whether. they, will .walk in | Seed: like frost on the ground: Tso when 
My law or not.t 5So it shall be on the sixth | the children of Israel saw it, they said to 
day. they shall prepare what they bring in, | One another, © What 1s this?” For they did 
and it shall.be twice as much. as. they | 20t know what it was. Thus Moses said to 
gather daily.” | them, “This is the bread the Lord gives you 
6Then Moses and Aaron said to all the | to eat: !°This is what the Lord has ordered, 
congregation of the children of Israel, “At | Let every man gather it for his family, one 
evening you shall know the Lord brought | omer according to the head count and 
you out of the land of Egypt. 7In the morn- | Dumber of souls among you. Each one 
ing you shall see the Lord’s glory; for He should gather it with those who share 
hears your complaints against God. But | your tents.’ ” notea 
what are we, that you complain against | _ "Then the children of Israel did so and 
us?” 8Also Moses said, “The Lord’s glory | gathered, some more, some less. 8So when 
shall be seen when He gives you meat to | they measured it by omers, he who gath- 
eat in the evening, and,in the morning | ered much had nothing left over, and he 
bread to the full; for the Lord hears your | who gathered little had no lack. Each one 
complaints you make against Him. But | gathered according to the need of those 


15:27 Israel camped by twelve fountains of water and seventy palm trees: Similarly, the Twelve Apos- — 
tles of Christ were twelve fountains of spiritual-water, which quenches the thirst of those who seek the 
true God, Also, Christ sent forth the Seventy to provide heavenly shade from desert heat. 
16:2, 8 The entire congregation complained against the godly leadership, but they were actually com- 
plaining against God, This sin arose from the sins of gluttony and unbelief. These sins led them into 
rebellion against the Lord and His appointed leadership; and their complaining ultimately caused their 
destruction in the desert (Heb 3:7-11), Similarly, the Church suffers when its members complain 
(1Co 10:10). | be 
16:3 The Egyptians were gluttons 
They refused to renounce this sin 
(Php 3:19). | | a ¢ i i i 
16:4 The Lord rained bread out of heaven for them. It was a type of Christ, “the bread of life” 
(Jn 6:48-51). In. the Church, He gives Himself and His life to the Church in the Eucharist (Jn-6:53-58). 
16:13; 14 |srael saw the quail-and the manna with their physical eyes, but these things were limited to. 
epean life. The future life in the world to come is seen by those who walk in the Spirit (1C0o:2:9, — 
); AmbM). bonld 9 bod 2izhnidD srs yewos 









(pots of meat), and the Hebrews followed their example UohnChr). H 
(JohnCas):: The New Testament also-warns against the sin of gluttony 
i ] l p= 
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sharing the tent with him.t !9Moses then 
Said, “Let no one leave any of it till morn- 
ing.” Notwithstanding, they did not heed 
Moses. But some of them left part of it un- 
til morning, and it bred worms and stank. 
So Moses was angry with them.t 2'Thus 
they gathered it every morning; every man 





according to his need, and when the sun- 


became hot, it melted. 

22So it was, on the sixth day, they gath- 
ered twice as much bread, two omers for 
each one; and all the rulers of the congre- 
gation came and told Moses. *?Then he said 
to them, “This is the word the Lord. has spo- 
ken: “Tomorrow is the Sabbath, a holy rest 
to the Lord. Bake what you will bake, and 
boil what you will boil; and lay up for your- 


selves all that remains to be kept until | 


morning. ” 24So they laid it up till morning 
as Moses commanded them; but it did not 





omer with the manna to be kept for your 
generations, so they may see the bread you 
ate in the desert when the Lord led you out 
of the land of Egypt.’ ” Moses then Said to 
Aaron, “Take a golden pot, put one full 
omer of the manna in it, and lay it up be- 
fore God to be kept for your generations.”t 
34As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron 
laid it up before the testimony to be kept. 
35Thus the children of Israel ate the manna 
forty years until they came to an inhabited 
land; they ate the manna until they came to 
the border of Phoenicia. 36Now an omer 
was the tenth part of three measures. 

Now all the congregation of the 


i y children of Israel departed from the 
Wilderness of Sin, according to their 
encampments and by the word of the Lord, 


æ Water from the Rock -7> 


stink, nor were there any worms in it. | and camped'in Rephidim; but there was no 
25Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for to- | water for the people to drink. “Therefore 


day is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will 
not find it in the field. 2°Six days you shall 
gather it, but on the seventh day, which is 
the Sabbath, there will be none.” 

27Now it happened that some of the peo- 
ple went out on the seventh day to gather, 


but they found none, 2°Then the Lord said | 


to Moses, “How long will you refuse to 
keep My commandments and My laws? 
4IBehold, for the Lord has given you this 
day as the Sabbath; therefore, on the sixth 
day He gives you bread for two days. Let 


every man remain in his house; let no man | 


go out of his place on the seventh day,”t 
Thus the people rested on the seventh 
day. 3 

31Now the children of Israel called its 
name manna, and it was white like corian- 
der seed, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. **Then Moses said, “This 
is the thing the Lord commanded: ‘Fill an 





(GrgNy), 


the people contended with Moses, saying, 
“Give us water, that we may drink.” Moses 
then said to them, “Why do you contend 
with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?” 


Thus the people thirsted there for water, 


and the people complained against Moses 
and said, “Why is it you brought us up out 
of Egypt to kill us, our children, and our 


cattle with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to 
| the Lord, saying, “What shall I do with this 


people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 

‘Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go before 
this people and take with you some of the 


elders of Israel. Also take in your hand the 


rod with which you struck the river and go. 
‘Behold, I will stand before you there on 
the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it so the 
people may drink.” So Moses did so before 
the children of Israel.t 7Thus he called the 


16:18 Each one gathered what he needed. This shows the need for moderation in relation to the body 


16:20 Some of them left the manna over until the next morning because they were covetous. The left- 
overs bred worms and stank, Covetousness is a foul-smelling sin (JohnChr). 

16:29 Every man was to remain in his house on the Sabbath, Yet the Jewish leaders left their houses, 
contrary to the Law of Moses, to plot against Jesus (Mt 27:62-66; JohnChr). They broke the Law to plot 


against the Lawgiver. 


16:33 Manna was a type of Christ as the Bread of Life, and the golden pot a type of the Mother of 
God. For Christ became the Bread of Life in her holy womb for the salvation of the world. 


17:6 The rock was a type of the Son of God (1Co 10:4; AmbM), He stood on the rock in Horeb and 
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caused it to pour forth water. Rocks do not pour forth water by nature, but in a mystery this rock did. It 
remained a rock but simultaneously became a fountain. Similarly, bread and wine are not by nature the 
Body and Blood of Christ, but in a mystery they become so. They remain bread and wine, but simulta- 

neously are Christ's Body and Blood. Mama st 
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name of that place Temptation and Abuse, 
because of the abusive language of the chil- 
dren of Israel and because they tempted 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or 
not?” 





= Victory over Amalek 7 
8Now Amalek came and fought. with Is- 
rael in Rephidim. So Moses said to Joshua, 
“Choose for yourself some mighty men and 
go out, and set the army in array against 


Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top | 
of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” | 


10So Joshua did as Moses said to him and 
set the army in array against Amalek. Then 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top 
of the hill. ''And so it was, when, Moses 


held up his hands, that Israel prevailed; but | 
when he let down his hands, Amalek pre- | 


vailed.t !2Now Moses’ hands became 
heavy; so they took a stone and put it under 
him, and he sat on it. Then Aaron and Hur 
supported his hands, one on one side, and 
one on the other; and -his hands were 


steady until the going down of the sun.t 


3S0 Joshua defeated Amalek and his peo- 
ple with the edge of the sword. 
l44Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write 
this for a memorial in a book and recount it 
in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly 
blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven.” "Now Moses built an altar 
and called its name The-Lord-My-Refuge; 
l6for with a secret hand the Lord wars with 
Amalek from generation to generation. 
18 Now Jethro the priest of Midian, 
Moses’ father-in-law, heard about all 
God did for Moses and for Israel His peo- 
ple—that the Lord brought Israel out of 
Egypt. 2Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 
took Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he sent 
her back *with her two sons, of whom the 
name of one was Gershom (for he said, “I 


=, Jethro’s Visit and Counsel a- 
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was a sojourner in a foreign land”)t 4and 
the name of the other was Eliezer (for he 
said, “The God of my father is my help, and 
He rescued me from the hand of Pharaoh”); 
Sand Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came 
with his sons and his wife to Moses in the 
desert, where he encamped at the moun- 


tain of God. 


6Now he had said to Moses, “I, your fa- 
ther-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with 
your wife and two sons with her.” 7So 
Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, 
bowed down, and kissed him. Thus they 


greeted one another, and-he brought them 


into the tent. "Then Moses told his father- 
in-law: all the Lord had done to Pharaoh 
and to all the Egyptians for Israel's sake, 
and all the hardship that had come upon 
them on the way, and how the Lord had de- 
livered them out of the hand of Pharaoh 
and from the hand of the Egyptians. Then 
Jethro was amazed at all the good things 
the Lord had done for Israel, whom He de- 
livered out of the hand of Pharaoh and 
from the hand of the Egyptians. "Then 
Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord, who de- 
livered you out of the hand of Pharaoh and 


from the hand of the Egyptians. !Now I 


know the Lord is great above all the gods; 
for this reason they did not prevail over 
them.” !2Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 
took whole burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for God, for Aaron came with all the elders 
of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in- 
law before God. 

I3So it was, on the next day, that Moses 
sat to judge the people; and the people 
stood before Moses from morning until 
evening. ‘So when Moses’ father-in-law 
Saw all he did for the people, he said, “What 
is this thing you are doing for the people? 
Why do you alone sit, and all the people 
stand before you from morning until 
evening?”t '5Then Moses said to his father- 
in-law, “Because the people come to me to 


17:11 Although Moses was silent, he was crying out to God, and although he was at ease, he was tri- 


umphing (AmbM; GrgTheo), His body was still, but he was actively engaged in spiritual warfare. 
Triumph in spiritual warfare comes through stillness in prayer and through the victory of the Cross. 
17:12 Moses’ hands were outstretched by Aaron and Hur, which was a type of the Cross. However, 
Christ alone outstretched His hands in triumph over the enemy (JohnChr; GrgTheo). | 
18:3, 4 The names of Moses’ two sons summarize two aspects of salvation. One aspect is deliverance 
from Pharaoh and the Egyptians, who were a type of sin, death, and the devil. Another aspect is 
sojourning in a foreign land: this world was not Moses’ true home, for he looked to the reward of the 


world to come (Heb 11:26). ) 


18:14 Although Moses had done mighty works in God, he was still only a man and needed wise coun- 
sel. Similarly, wise leaders in the Church seek the godly counsel of others, for they are not dictators. 
Rather, they are counselors who seek the wise counsel of others (JohnChr). | Gre 
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and camped in the desert. So Israel camped 
there before the mountain. ) 

3Then Moses went up to the mountain of 
God, and God called to him from the moun- 
tain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob and tell the children of Is- 
rael; “You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and’ brought you to Myself.t "Now 
therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice 
and keep My covenant, you shall be a spe- 
cial people to Me above all nations; for all 
the earth is Mine. You shall be to Me a 





seek judgment from God. !6When they have 
a dispute; they come to me, and I judge be- 
tween one and another; and I make known 
the ordinances of God and His laws.” "So | 
Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The 
thing you are doing is not good: !®Both you 
and these people with you will surely wear 
yourselves out. For this thing is:too much 
for you; you’are not able to perform it by 
yourself. | 
“Now listen to me; I will give you 
counsel, and God will be with you: Stand 
before God for the people that you- may 
bring their concerns to God. 2°Teach them | royal priesthood and a holy nation.’ These 
God’s ordinances“and laws, ‘and'\show | are the words you shall speak to the chil- 
them the way in which they must'walk:and | dren’of Israel t Vo ieo head eae 
the works they are to'dos2!Moreover, you | 7790 Moses came and called for the elders 
shall select from all the people able: men | ofthe people, and laid before them all these 
such as fear God, just men, hating cov- words the Lord commanded him. ®Then all 
etousness; and sét them over the people 0 | the people answered with one accord and 
be rulers of thousands,*hundreds, fifties, | said. “Everything the Lord said we will do 
and tens. 22Let them judge the people at all | and hearken to.” So Moses reported these 
| 








times. Then every great matter they shall | words to God.t 9The Lord then ‘said to 
bring to you, but every small matter they Moses, “Behold, I come to` you in the pillar 
themselves shall judge. So it will be easier | gf cloud. that the people may hear when I 
for you, for they will relieve and help you. | speak with you and believe you forever.” So 
zf you do this thing, God will strengthen | Moses reported the words of the people to 
you; then you will be able to endure, and | tHe Lord.” Tariy 
all this people will also go to their place in | 3: Again the Lord said to Moses. “Go 
peace.” AERE A ‘| down and solemnly charge the people and 
2450 Moses heeded the voice of his fa- | sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let 
ther-in-law and did all he said. 25Thus them ‘wash their clothes.© ul et them be 
Moses chose able men out of all Israel and ready for the third day, for on the third day 
made them heads over the'people: rulers Of | the Lord will descend upon Mount Sinai in 
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. | he sight of all the people. You shall set 
2They judged the people at all times; all aa for the people all around, saying, 
the hard’ cases they brought to Moses, but | Take heed to yourselves that you do not g0 
the small ones they judged themselves. | ip to the mountain or touch its base. Who- 
27Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, | Sver touches the mountain shall surely die. 
and he returned to his own land. Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall 
| s Israel at Sinai 7> surely: be stoned or ane via aD aa 
et i ont] ae | whether man or beast, he shall not Uve. 
19 ows 9e ened one e When the thunders, the trumpets, and the 
land Papeete A pee they came | cloud depart from the mountain, they shall 
into. the-Sinai Desert: *For they departed ties sai peste ao ar PEE 
from Rephidim, came into the Sinai Desert, oy Moses) weñt:downtrom D 













19:4 The Son of God brought israel to Himself from Egyptian pononga (i prefigures His Incarnation, 
which He brings the Church to Himself as the Great High Priest AMBA.. world NORE! 
shy pi anes? israel were to. be a holy nation and a royal priesthood. These things were fulfilled | 


in the Church (1Pt 2:4-1 0), 


19:8 They said they would obey but did not, “for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of Ko 
God, but the doers of the law will be jurini: nem: E JohnChr). | at oMa or a pi si 
19:10-19 This passage is read on Holy. Thursday, the Thursday before Pascha (Easter). 2 vo 19 








tain to the people and sanctified them, and 
they washed their clothes.t Then he said 
to the people, “Be ready for the third day; 
do not come near your wives.” 

16So it was that on the third day in the 
morning, there were thunderings and light- 
nings and a dark cloud on Mount Sinai: 


loud, and all the people in the camp trem- 
bled. '‘And Moses brought the people out 
of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain.t }8Now 


Mount Sinai was completely enveloped in. 
smoke, because God descended upon it in | 
fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a | 


89 





them.” But Moses said to God, “The people 


EXODUS 20:6 








cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You 
solemnly charged us, saying, ‘Set bounds 
around the mountain and sanctify it.” 
-4The Lord then said to him, “Go! Go down 
and then come up, you and Aaron with you. 


7 | But do not let the priests and the people 
and the sound of the trumpet was very 


break through to come up to God, lest the 

Lord destroy some of them.” 5S0 Moses 

went down to the people and spoke to them. 

9) Now. the Lord spoke all these 
words, saying: 

*I am the Lord your God, who brought 


< The Ten Commandments 7- 


furnace, and the people were exceedingly | you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 


amazed. '8And when the blast of the trum- 
pet sounded long and became louder and 
louder, Moses spoke, and God answered 
him by voice.t 

“Then the Lord came down upon Mount 
Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and the 
Lord called Moses to the top. of the moun- 
tain, and Moses went up. 2! Then God spoke 
to Moses, “Go down and solemnly charge 
the people, lest they break through to gaze 
at God, and many of them perish. 22Al]so let 
the priests who come near the Lord God 
sanctify themselves, lest He destroy some of 





house of bondage.t 2You shall have no 
other gods before Me.t 

#You shall not make for yourself an idol 
or a likeness of anything in heaven above, 


“or in the earth beneath, or in the waters un- 
| der the earth.t °You shall not bow down to 


them or serve them, for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, recompensing the 
sins of the fathers on the children to the 
third and fourth generation of those who 
hate’ Me;t but showing mercy to thou- 


| sands, to those who love Me and keep My 


commandments. 





19:14, 15 The washing of clothes and refraining from wives speak of spiritual seed conceived through 
the love and fear of God in the spiritual womb, travailing and bringing forth the spirit of salvation 


(JohnDm). 


19:17, 20, 21 Moses brought out the people to meet with God, that is, with God the Son. He is the | 
Lord who came down on Mt. Sinai, and He is God, for it was He who spoke to Moses on the mountain 


(HilryP). 


19:19 The Jews acknowledged that God spoke to Moses, but said concerning Jesus they did not know 
where He was from Un 9:29). Yet it was He who spoke to Moses on Mt. Sinal. 

20:1 All these words refers to the Ten Commandments. But what need was there for these to be writ- 
ten? For God implanted all His laws in’ man's nature when He created him. It was necessary because of 
free will and man's corruption through sin (JohnCas; see also Rom 2:14, 15). However, the written law is 
a lower'standard than the law of nature (JohnChr), for these commandments in the Old Testament con- 
descend to man’s weakness and thus refer only to keeping the body pure. But in the New Testament, 
the law of Christ elevates man to be pure in both body and soul. | 

20:2 It is not enough to be brought out of Egypt, out of the hause of bondage into freedom. Far 
greater than this, Christ gave Himself for us to free us from our sins and to lead us into the true free- 


dom of the children of God (Rom 8:21; AmbM), 


20:3 The Lord our God is the true Son of the true Father; thus we do not worship any false god 
(GrgNy). However, false gods do not exist in themselves, for this commandment refers to the future, 
and what is in the future does not yet exist (AthanG), But the Son Is true God of true God; therefore, 
He exists eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit, We worship the Father and the Son and the Holy 


Spirit, our one God, 


20:4, 23 An idol, or image, depicts some god as having a form or shape, but the true God has no form 
Or shape. Why therefore did Israel use images in their worship? Because all these foreshadowed the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, whom we worship both as God and Man. Also, icons used in Church 
Worship do not depict the divine nature. They draw attention to the Incarnation. | 
20:5 God is without passion, but He condescends to call Himself a jealous God to show the intensity of 
His love for man. Therefore, let us love Him with intensity, for this is very pleasing to Him (JohnChr). 
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s>>8s THE GRACE OF CHRIST#aqaq 
AN: Die THE EA W «OFM OSES 
} The Apostle John wrote, “The law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came 


A through Jesus Christ” (Jn 1:17). The grace of Christ and the Law of Moses are comple- 
"I mentary, not contradictory. The following helps explain both. _ 






! FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN CHRIST AND MOSES ¢ 
Christ and Moses were friends and conversed as friends. The pre-incarnate Christ gave 


Moses the Law; in turn, Moses gave it to Israel (Ex 20:1-26). As the Lawgiver, Christ, not- 
Moses, was the Author of the Law, Moses was His servant. 


In the New Testament, Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ on the Mount of Transfig- 


uration, and they conversed with Him as friend with friend (Mt 17:1-8). The presence of 
Moses shows Christ as the fulfillment of the Law. The presence ‘of Elijah shows Christ as the 
fulfillment of the Prophets. | 


* CONTRAST BETWEEN CHRIST AND MOSES 4% 

Christ is incomparably greater than Moses, for Christ, the Son of God, who brought all | 
creation into existence from nonexistence, is building His Church, When Christ gave Moses 
and Israel the Law, He spoke as the Lord their God. Moses, however, spoke to Israel in the 
name of the Lord their God, not in bis own name (Ex 20:22). When the Son of God became 
incarnate, He continued to speak to Israel, but now directly and not through a prophet. Al- 
though during His three-year ministry in Israel, He did works and spoke words in His 
almighty power, Israel refused to believe Him, their own Lord God. But to those Jews who 
did believe, He gave authority to become His children (Jn 1:11, 12). | 


Christ also gave authority to believing Gentiles to become His children. In the Old Testa- 


ment, He made it clear through Moses and His prophets the Gentiles would be included in 


promises to Israel (for example, Gn 12:1-3; Is 49:5, 6).. Both would be in His Church. Race is 


not the issue, but rather faith in Christ. His Church is one, composed of every nation, tongue 


and tribe (Rey 5:9). 


HARMONY BETWEEN LAW AND GRACE \ 
Christ is the Lawgiver in both Old and New Testaments. Therefore, there is no opposi- — 


ton or contradiction between the old and new laws. In His Incarnation, the Lawgiver Himself 


fulfilled the old Law, making it obsolete (Heb 8:13). 


Christ gave His written Law through Moses to make sin known (Rom 3:20; 7:7). Man’s 
God-given natural law, written in the conscience, was dulled through disobedience in the years 
between Adam and Moses, The Mosaic Law helped renew this knowledge of sin to lead man,- 


to repentance. After His Ascension, Christ sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to convict the 
world of sin (Jn 16:8), to renew the natural law in man’s conscience (Heb 8:10), to lead us 
into all truth (Jn 16:13), and to make it possible for us to become partakers of the divine na- 
ture (2Pt 1:4), | 


w GRACE FROM THE LAWGIVER ¥& 
Christ is the Incarnate Lawgiver who offers us remission of sins through His precious 
blood. The old Law could never remit sins (Heb 10;1—4), Christ not only forgives sins, 
but also heals the damage done through sinning, This is the unspeakable grace of the 
Lawgiver, | | 
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“You shall not take the nat 
your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath Day, to Keep it 
holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do 
no work: neither you, nor your son, your 
daughter, your male servant, your female 
servant, your cattle, nor your stranger who 
sojourns with you. !!For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
everything in them, and rested on the sev- 
enth day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath Day and hallowed it. 

“Honor your father and mother that it 
may be well with you, and your days may 
be long upon the good land the Lord your 
God is giving you.t 

1I3“You shall not murder.’ 

14“You shall not commit adultery. 

5“You shall not steal. 

l6“You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 

7“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife or his house, and neither shall; you 
covet his field, nor his male servant, his fe- 
male servant, his ox, his donkey, any of his 
cattle, or whatever belongs to your neigh- 
bor.” 





w, The People Tremble 7- 
l8Now all the people witnessed the thun- 


derings, the lightning flashes, the sound of | 
-and in the seventh he shall go out free and 


the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; 





e of the Lord 
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and when the people saw this, they trem- 
bled and stood afar off. '*Then they said to 
Moses, “You speak with us, and we will 
hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we 
die.”t 20And Moses said to the people, “Be 
of good courage, for God is come to test 
you, that His fear may be among you so you 
may not sin.” 2!So the people stood afar off, 
but Moses drew near the thick darkness 
where God was.t 


æ, Making an Altar .= 
22Then the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you 
shall say to the house of Jacob and report it 
to the children of Israel: ‘You have seen 


that I talked with you from heaven. 22You 


shall not make for yourselves gods of sil- 
ver, and gods of gold you shall not make for 
yourselves. *4An altar of earth you shall 
make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it 
your whole burnt offerings, your peace of- 
ferings, your sheep and your calves. In 
every place where I record My name I will 
come to you and bless you.t >If you make 
Me. an altar of stone, you shall not build it 
of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, 
you defile it. 26Nor shall you go up by steps 
to: My altar, that your nakedness may not 


be exposed on it.’ 


21 


~. Buying a Servant > 
“Now these are the ordinances you 
shall set before them:t 2If you buy a 
Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years: 





20:12 God offers no rewards in the prohibitions of the Ten Commandments. God's promise of reward ‘is 


offered to those who keep the positive ones, For example; to honor one’s father and mother is the first 
commandment in the Ten to promise a reward, namely, a long and spiritually prosperous life on earth 


(Eph 6:1, 2; JohnChr). 


20:13, 14 All sinful passions are evil, but murder is listed before adultery because it is worse than lust 


(JohnChr). 


20:17 Evil desire is an ancient vice, especially the love of money, and this commandment was given to 


check it (AmbM). | 


20:19 Moses was a mediator between God and the people, and they believed him. In this sense, he was 
a type of Christ, the Mediator between God and man (1Ti 2:5; BasilG). | 
20:21 The Son of God humbled Himself to allow Moses to see and talk with Him (GrgTheo), and He 
humbled Himself to the extreme by becoming Man to be crucified for us. He, the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit dwell in the thick darkness, that is, They cannot be comprehended in Their nature or essence. We 
cannot know God in His essence; we can only know Him through the revelation of the Son. 

20:24-26 Man is not to worship before idols. Israel worshiped the true God at an altar. The Church also 


worships the true God at an altar (Heb 13:10). 


21:1 The Word of the Father spoke these ordinances to Moses (AthanG). These ordinances reveal the 
mercy and love of God, for they protect the innocent from evil people in Old Testament times. If they 
had not been given, evil people would have become much more numerous than they were. For as St. 
Paul said: “The law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless” (1Ti 1:9). These laws do not 
Proceed from cruelty, but from abounding mercy, for if the Lord had not given these laws, He would 


seem to have been cruel (JohnChr). 


>>>s] MAGES AND IMAGERY#<@<< 


ba | Many people have been taught that the second of the Ten Commandments prohibits 
© icons. However, if correct, all artistic representations of anything would be forbidden. 
{ (4 The Lord Himself in the same book of Exodus commanded Moses to make two gold 
Ay cherubim (angels) “of hammered work,” and to place them at each end of the mercy 
\ seat on the ark of the covenant (Ex 25:17-21). The Lord also stipulated that the ten 

curtains of the tabernacle be woven with images of cherubim on them (Ex 26:1), and likewise 
the veil (Ex 26:31). a 

When King Solomon built the temple, the huge basin, or “sea.” was set upon twelve stat- 
ues of oxen (3Kg 7:13, 30). And upon the ten bases of the sea were cast or engraved “lions, 
oxen, and cherubim” (3Kg 7:16), as well as palm trees (3Kg 7:22). The Lord bestowed His 
blessing upon all these artistic representations first by filling the new temple with His Glory 
(3Kg 8:10, 11), and then by declaring to Solomon, “I have consecrated this house which you 
have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually” 
(3Kg 9:3). | | , 

Perhaps a most striking example of an image made at God’s command in the Old Testa- 
ment is the bronze serpent that God ordered Moses to make and put on a pole in order to 
protect the Hebrews bitten by the deadly serpents (Nm 21:4-9; see Jn 3:14, 15). Hundreds of 
years later, when the Israelites were offering incense to this same bronze serpent in a kind of 
idol-worship, King Hezekiah, who “did what was right in the sight of the Lord,” had the ser- 
pent smashed into pieces (4Kg 18:3, 4). | 

So it is not the image itself which is faulty or prohibited, but rather its improper use. The 
prohibition in Exodus 20:4 is not against all artistic representations. Rather, it is against im- 
ages, whether in human form or not, which would be worshipped as gods and 
goddesses—“gods of silver, and gods of gold” (Ex 20:23). For the Lord knew that such im- 
ages would tempt the Hebrews to depart from worshipping Him, the One true God 
(Ex 20:3-5), | | | 

Certainly, before the invisible and limitless Lord God of Israel became incarnate, it was 
impossible to make an image of Him. However, after God the Son assumed a visible and tan- 
gible human body, it was natural and beneficial for the Church to create artistic 
representations of Him—and of His holy Mother, and of the saints and angels—from the earli- 
est times. According to tradition, St, Luke the Evangelist made at least three icons of Christ 
and His Mother, | | | 

Every image, or icon, of Christ has significant theological content. For it proclaims anew 
the Incarnation of God, who “became flesh” for our salvation (Jn 1:14). Recognized icons of 
our Savior, prayerfully made, provide us with inspired, trustworthy representations of Him. 

The Seventh Ecumenical Council, held in Nicea in AD 787, condemned the heresy of 
iconoclasm (the rejection, and even destruction, of icons). These Holy Fathers articulated the 
critical distinction between the worship reserved for God alone, and the vpeneration/bonor/ 
yeverence given to the icons. In addition, this Council declared that “the honor given to 
the image passes on to that which the image represents,” | 

Through icons, Orthodox Christians are drawn closer to Christ. A hymn sung the 
first Sunday of Great Lent, which commemorates the restoration of icons in AD 843, 
declares: “the icons that depict Thy flesh lead us to the desire and love of Thee.” £ : 
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pay nothing. ĉIf he comes in by himself, he 
shall go out by himself; if he comes in mar- 
| ried, then his wife shall go out with him. Alf 
| his lord gave him a wife, and she bore him 
- sons or daughters, the wife and her chil- 
= dren shall be her lord’s, and he shall go out 
by himself. 5But if the servant plainly says, 

‘J love my lord, my wife, and my children; I 

will not go out free,’t ‘then his lord shall 

bring him to the judgment seat of God, and 
also to the door, or to the doorpost, and his 
lord shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he | 
shall serve him forever. 


his bed, if the man rises again and walks 
about outside with his staff, then he who 
struck him shall be acquitted. He shall only 
pay for his loss of time and for his healing. 
201f a man beats his male or female servant 
with a rod, and he dies under his hand, he 
shall surely be punished. 2INotwithstand- 
ing, if he remains alive a day or two, the 
lord shall not be punished; for he is his 
property. 
22“Tf two men fight and hurt a woman 
with child, and her child is born imper- 
fectly formed, he shall surely be punished 
| 7“If a man sells his daughter to be a do- accordingly as the woman’s husband im- 
~ mestic, she shall not go out as the maidser- | poses on him; and he shall pay as the 
vants do. ŝIf she does not please her lord judges determine. “But if the child is per- 
| who betrothed her to himself, he shall let | fectly formed, he shall give life for life, 
| her go free. But he has no right to sell her 24eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
to a foreign people, since he has dealt de- hand, foot for foot,t burn for burn, wound 
ceitfully with her. If he betrothed her to his | tor wound, stripe for stripe. sIf a man 
son, he shall deal with her according to the strikes the eye of his male or female ser- 
right of daughters. But if he takes another | vant and destroys it, he shall let them go 
wife, he shall not deprive her of necessities, | free for their eye’s sake. If he knocks out 
clothing, and marriage rights. ''If he will | the tooth of his male or female servant, he 
not do these three things for her, she shall shall let them go free for their tooth’s sake. 


go out free, without paying money. L Owners of Animals => 


| = Responding to Violence > 28“If a bull gores a man or a woman to 
| :2“He who so strikes a man that he dies | death, then the bull shall surely be stoned, 
_ shall surely be put to death. '*However, if | and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the 
he did not willfully lie in wait, but God de- | owner of the bull shall be acquitted. 2°But if 
livered him into his hands, I will appoint | the bull tended to gore in times past, and it 
for you a place where the slayer may flee.t | was made known to its owner, but he did 
4But if a man acts with premeditation | not keep it confined, and it killed a man or 
against his neighbor to kill him by treach- | a woman, the bull shall be stoned, and its 
ery, you shall take him from My altar that | owner also shall be put to death. °°But if a 
= he may die. !5He who strikes his father or | sum of money is imposed on him, then he 
= hiş mother shall surely be put to death. shall pay the amount imposed so as to re- 
= 16He who curses his father or mother shall | deem his life. “If a bull gores a son or 
surely be put to death.t '!7Whoever kidnaps daughter, it shall be done to him according 
one of the children of Israel and overcomes | to this ordinance. 32If a bull gores a male or 
and sells him, and he is found with him, let | female servant, he shall pay their lord 
him surely die. thirty shekels of silver, and the bull shall be 
i8“If two men revile one another, and one | stoned. 
strikes the other with a stone or with his 33"1f a man opens a pit, or digs a pit and 
fist, and he does not die but is confined to | does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey 








21:5, 6 The Law honored free will, for the permanent relationship of servant to master was based on it. 
Similarly, our service to the Lord Jesus Christ is based on free will. 

21:13 The Word of the Father appointed cities of refuge, and when He became incarnate, He also com- 
manded, “When they persecute you in this city, flee into another" (Mt 10:23; AthanG). 

21:16 The Law imposed the death penalty for cursing one’s father or mother. Similarly, the heretics 
curse the Holy Fathers and the teachings of the Church. They constantly change their own teachings, 
because they cannot find Christ, the Wisdom of God (AthanG). 

21:24 The Law allowed vengeance to be taken on one’s enemy, but the saints in the Old Testament did 
not fulfill this law. They went beyond it and suffered all kinds of deprivation from their enemies 

(Heb 11:37, 38). The law of Christ would have our patience proved by the injuries and blows offered to. 
us being redoubled, and bids us be ready to endure twice as much damage (Mt 5:38, 39; JohnCas). 
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falls into it, “the owner of the pit shall | shall be between them both, that he is not 
make it good; he shall give money to their | guilty with regard to the deposit; and the | 
owner, but the dead animal shall be his. 25If | owner of the deposit shall accept this. Thus | 
any man’s bull gores his neighbor's bull, | no compensation shall be made to him. | 
and it dies, they shall sell the live bull and | !'But if, in fact, the deposit is stolen from 
divide the money; and the dead bull they | him, he shall compensate the owner. “But 
shall also divide. But if the bull was | if it is torn to pieces by a beast, he shall 
known to gore in times past, and its owner | bring it as evidence and make no:compen- 
did not keep it confined, he shall surely pay | sation. If a'man borrows anything from 
bull for bull, and the dead animal shall be | his neighbor and it becomes injured or 
his own. dies, the owner not being with it, he shall 
fie make compensation to the owner. But if 
= Stolen Property > its owner was with it, he shall not make 
37“Now if a man steals an ox or a sheep | compensation; if it was hired, it came forits | 

and slaughters or sells it, he shall restore | hire. fest 


five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a | j 
| = Moral Laws > 


sheep. ; | : 20 On 
iS“Tf aman entices a virgin who is not be- 
trothed and lies with her,-he shall surely 
pay, the bride-price for her.to-be his wife, 
l6But if her father utterly refuses to give her | 
to him, he.shall pay. money to her father ac- 
cording to the bride-price of virgins. !7You 
shall not: permit a sorcerer to live. !®Who- 





2 “If a thief is found breaking in at 

night and is killed, there shall be no | 
guilt for his blood. ¿But if the sun rises on 
the thief, there shall be guilt if his blood is 
shed. However, he should make full restitu- 


tion; but if he has nothing, then he shall be E R a ; | 
; ; ; a~ | ever lies with an animal shall surely be put 
sold for his theft. *If the thing stolen, from to death. !9He who sacrifices to any god ex- 


a donkey to a sheep, is found alive in his | | 
hand, he shall restore double. *If a man Pit A ERAN EOOn va e f 
allows his field or vineyard to. be grazed stranger non oppress: him, for you were 
upon, but lets loose his animal and it feeds | strangers in the land of Egypt.t 2!You shall 
in the field of another man, he shall make | not afflict any widow or orphan. 22If you af- 
restitution from the best of his own field | flict. them in any way and they cry out to 
and the best of his own vineyard. Me, I will surely hear their cry; and My 
“Tf fire breaks out and catches in thorns, wrath will become hot, and I will kill you 
but sets threshing floors, stacked grain, Or | with the sword; your wives shall be widows 
a field on fire, he who kindled the fire shall | and your children orphans. 24If you lend 
surely make restitution. ‘If a man gives his | money to any poor brother among you, you 
neighbor money or goods to keep, but it iS | shall not be hard on him or charge him in- 
stolen out of the man’s house, the thief | terest. 25If you take your neighbor’s gal 
shall pay double if he is found. /But if the ment as a pledge, you shall return it to him 
thief is not found, then the lord of the house | before the sun goes down, 26For that is his 
shall be brought before God; and he shall | only covering, his only garment for cove!” 
swear he played no wicked part with re- | ing his nakedness. What will he sleep in? 
gard to any of his neighbor’s deposit. *For | So it will be when he cries to Me, I will heat 
any kind of trespass, whether it concerns | him, for 1am merciful. Er 
an Ox, a donkey, a sheep, or clothing, or any 27“You shall not speak against gods, nor — 
alleged loss of whatever kind, the cause of | curse a ruler of your people, 28You shall not 
both parties shall come before God; and he | delay to offer the first of your threshing 
that is convicted by God shall repay double | floor and fruit press. The firstborn of you! 
to his neighbor. %If anyone gives his neigh- | sons you shall give to Me, 2°Likewise you 
bor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal | shall do with your calf, sheep, and donkey. 
to keep, and it dies, is injured, or is taken, | It shall be with its mother seven days; 0? 
but no one knows it, then an oath of God | the eighth day you shall give it to Me. 


<n ee —— 





22:20 The children of Israel were to be a holy people in their behavior toward one another. Holiness in | 
personal relationships was to be motivated by one commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” and this applied to both fellow Israelites and resident aliens (Lv 19:18, 34). All the ordinances 
given Israel regarding neighbors are summed up in this one commandment (Rom 13:9). ~ wed = 
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Now you shall be holy men to Me, and 
you shall not eat meat torn by wild animals 
in the field; you shall throw it to the dog. | 





shall do your work, and on the seventh day 
you shall rest, that your ox and donkey 
may rest, and the son of your female ser- 


ecco vant and the stranger may be refreshed. 


) “Now you shall not circulate a false 
report. Do not agree with the 
wicked man to be an unrighteous witness:t 
“You Shall not follow a crowd to do evil: nor 
join with them, so as to turn aside with the | 
majority to pervert justice.t >You shall not | 
show partiality to.a poor man in his: dis- 
pute. 4If you meet your enemy’s oxi or-his 
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring pa ety 
it back to him again.t ‘If you see. your | £72108, for in it you came out of Egypt; 
enemy’s donkey fallen beneath its joad, | 202S shall appear before Me empty)," !°and 
you shall not walk away from if, but shail the Feast of Harvest, the first fruits of your 
surely help him with it. “You shail not per- ia Dors you sowed in the field; and the Feast 
vert the judgment of your poor in his dis: | ©? ngatnenin g akthe end of toe year when 
pute. ‘Keep yourself far from every unjust ter patner Bethe gui OL sOUE ‘RUOTS AOM 
matter; do not kill the innocent and the aes A eS ames DANE Renae as 
ne Bike You shall take no bribe aor a GO When I cast out the nations from be 
bribe blinds the eyes and corrupts just pro- | a E E ENSS of My proa 
APEE AI A aa SRR RAG thie ERE i i with leavened bread; nor shall the fat of My 
den ; td acrifice remain until morning. !9 i 

resident alien, because you were resident OP ihe first aie of fea ve ann 
aliens in the land of Egypt. bring into the house of the Lord your God. 
tat Sabbathi Gants urs You shall not boil a lamb in its mother’s 


ee | | milk. | 

0“Six years you shall sow your land and 

gather in its produce,’ !'but in the seventh _ e An Angel of Protection = 

year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that 20“Behold, I send My Angel before your 
the poor of your people may eat; and what | face, to keep you in the way and to bring 
they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. | you into the land I prepared for you.t 2!Lis- 
In like manner you shall do with your vine- | ten to Him and obey His voice; do not pro- 
yard and your olive grove. '*Six days you | voke Him, for He will not pardon your 


æ Three Yearly Feasts 7 

13“Now in everything I said to you, be cir- 
cumspect.and do not invoke the name of 
other gods, nor let it be heard from your 
mouth. '*Keep a feast to Me three times in 
the year: You shall keep the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened 
| bread seven days, as I commanded you, at 
the time appointed in the month of new 





Se ee a a 





23:1 One should never accept a report that belittles someone without investigating its validity, for the 
Holy Spirit warns against circulating a false report (BasilG); — ot 

23:2 The majority are not always right. Sometimes they pervert justice. | 

23:3 If a poor man is not to be shown partiality, much less the rich. This holds true not only for judges 
in the courts but also for all men, for justice is to be kept pure (JohnChr). 

23:4, 5 If we are to return an enemy's domestic animal that is straying, how much more are we to re- 
turn his soul and that of our friends to God (IohnChr), 

23:10-12 Love of God and neighbor also includes love of creation, for the land needs rest. And this 
benefits both the poor and the wild animals. Then too, man is refreshed, for the Sabbath is made for 
man and creation, and not man and creation for the Sabbath. | 

23:15 When you appear before God, do not appear before Him empty-handed. This applies to almsgiv- 
ing, for when you enter before God to implore mercy, you must first show mercy. Make God your 
prion then offer your prayers. Lend to Him, then ask for a return, and you will receive it with interest 
JohnChr). ih t Bi Matis to lan ar we 
23:20 This is the Angel who said to Moses, “| AM the Existing One" (3:14). He is the Only-begotten © 
God, because He is begotten from the Unbegotten Father before all time and ages, He is called Angel — 
to distinguish Him from the Father. The word angel means messenger, and this Angel reveals the will of 
the Father to man. Moses believed in the Holy Trinity (GrgNy). Thus, “My” refers to the Father, and “An- 
gel” refers to the Son. OT E rA A Ve treo Miers Hegoiapapte ayia 


Ce 
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you in one year, lest the land become deso- 
late and the wild animals of the field be- 


transgressions; for My name is in Him. | 
# But if you will indeed obey My voice and | 
do all I command you and keep My | come too numerous for you. “Little by little 
covenant, you shall be My special people | I will drive them out from before you, unti] 
above all nations, for the whole earth is you have increased and inherit the land. 
Mine; and you shall be a royal priesthood 31And I will set your bounds from the Red 
and a holy nation. You shall speak these | Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and from 
words to the children of Israel: and if you the desert to the Euphrates River. For I will 
Shall indeed obey My voice and do all I tell deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 
you, I will be an enemy to your enemies hand and will drive them out from before 
and an adversary to your adversaries +t you. *2You shall make no covenant with 
For My Angel will go before you and them, nor with their gods. 23They shall not 
bring you in to the Amorites, the Hittités, | gwell in your land, lest they make you sin 
the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Gerge- | against Me. For if you serve their gods, it 
sites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and J| wil surely be a stumbling block to you” 
will cut them off.t 24You shall not bow down | 
to their gods, nor serve them, nor do ac: | eet 
cording to their works; but you shail utterly | J Á. Now: He said to Moses, “Come up to 
overthrow them and completely break | <w the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab 
down their sacred pillars. 25So you shall | and Abihu. and seventy of the elders of 








=~. The Covenant Affirmed -7 


serve the Lord your God, and He will bless | israel, and worship from. afart 2Moses | 
your bread, wine, and water; and I will take | alone shall come near to God, but they © 
away sickness from you.t 25No one shail | shall not come near: nor shall the people go 
suffer miscarriage or be barren in your | up with them.” 
land; I will fulfill the number of your days.t| | %So Moses came and told the people all 
“I will send My fear before you; and I | the words of God and all the ordinances, 
will cause confusion among all the nations | and all the people answered with one voice 
to whom you come, and will make all your | and said, “All the words the Lord spoke we 
enemies turn their backs to you. æI will | will do”t 4Then Moses wrote all the words 
also send hornets before you which shall | of the Lord; and he rose early in the morn- 
drive out the Amorites, the Hivites, the | ing and built an altar at the foot of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites from before | mountain, and twelve stones according to 
you. “I will not drive them out from before | the twelve tribes of Israel.t “Then he sent 


23:21 This Angel has the authority to forgive sins, for the Father's name is in Him. The Father's name is 
the Lord; therefore, the Son is also called by this name (AmbM). When He became incarnate, He also 
forgave sins. But the Jews challenged His authority in vain, because they did not believe He was the Son 
of God (Mt 9:1-7), 

23:22 Israel was to be a royal priesthood and a holy nation based on obedience to the Lord. The Lord 
speaking to Israel was the Word, and when He became Incarnate, the nation disobeyed Him. Therefore, 
He took the kingdom away from Israel and gave it to a nation bearing the fruits of it (Mt 21:43). This 
nation consists of the obedient in the Church, both Jews and Gentiles (1Pt 2:9, 10). 

23:23 Again, My Angel is the Son of the Father. He led Israel into the land of promise (JohnCas). He — 
also became incarnate to lead us into the world to come. Moses believed in the Holy Trinity and in the 
Incarnation. | 

23:25 The Word commanded them to serve the Lord their God, who is the Father. The Word incarnate 
now draws all who obey Him into the service of His Father. 

23:26 The Lord promises to fulfill the number of our days if we truly serve Him. Those who do so will 
not die before their service is completed. Abraham was an example of this (Gn 25:8), and the Psalmist 
prays, “Take me not away in the midst of my days” (Ps 101:25; AthanG). 

24:1, 2 Moses alone could draw near to God because he had the unquenchable grace of the Spirit. 

St. Paul also said, “Do not quench the Spirit” (1Th 5:19), for so shall we be partakers of Christ if we hold 
fast to the end the Spirit given to us at the beginning. By quenching the Spirit, he did not mean the 
Spirit is placed in the power of men and is able to suffer anything from them. Rather, evil and unthank- 
ful people are such who wish to quench Him (AthanG). 

24:3 The people said they would do all the Lord's words, but saying is one thing and doing another. $0 
the Apostle John said we are to love “in deed and in truth” (1Jn 3:18). Na 
24:4-8 Moses’ activity prefigured four things involved in worship: Scripture, the altar, the Church (the 
twelve stones), and the Blood of Christ (Heb 9:19-24). | 
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EXODUS 25:12 


young men of the children of Israel, who of- | day the Lord called to Moses out of the 


fered whole burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace Offerings of calves to God. ®Moses 
took half the blood and put it in basins, and 
half the blood he poured on the altar. 7Then 
he took the Book of the Covenant and read 
in the hearing of the people; and they said, 
“All the Lord said, we will do, and be obedi- 
ent.” §Moses then took the blood, sprinkled 
it on the people, and said, “This is the blood 
of the covenant the Lord made with you ac- 
cording to all these words.” 


= Moses with God on Mount Sinai > 

9After this, Moses went up, along with 
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, ana the seventy 
of the elders of Israel; Wand they saw the 
place where the God of Israei stood. Under 


His feet was, as it were, a paved work | 
of sapphire stone and the appearance of 


heaven’s firmament in its purity. '}!And of 
Israel’s chosen men not one was missing. 
So they saw the place of God, and ate and 
drank. Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Come up to Me on the mountain and be 
there; and I will give you tablets of stone 
and the law and commandments I wrote, 
that you may teach them.”4 !850 Moses 
arose with his assistant Joshua, and they 
went up to the mountain of God. !4But he 
Said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we 
come back to you. Indeed, Aaron and Hur 
are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let 
him go to them.” "Then Moses and Joshua 
went up the mountain, and the cloud cov- 
ered the mountain.t !6Now the glory of God 
descended on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days, Then on the seventh 


2 


— 





midst of the cloud. !’The sight of the Lord’s 
glory was like a burning fire on the top of 


the mountain before the children of Israel. 


t850 Moses went into the midst of the cloud 
and went up the mountain; and he was on 
the mountain forty days and forty nights.t 


æ. Offerings for the Sanctuary > 
Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
ing,t 2“Speak to the children of 

Israel, that they take first fruits from every- 

one who gives it willingly from the heart. 

Thus you shall take My first fruits. This is 

the offering you shall take from them: gold, 


silver, and bronze; ‘blue, purple, and scarlet 


cloth, fine spun linen; and female goats’ 
hair, “ram skins dyed red and skins dyed 
plue, and incorruptible wood; oil for the 
light, and incense for anointing oil and for 
the composition of incense; ‘sardius stones, 
and stones for the carved work of the 
breastplate and the full-length robe. ®AlIso, 
you shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will 
appear among you. According to all I 
show you, that is, the pattern of the taber- 
nacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, 
so you shall make it.t 


-= The Ark of the Covenant = 

10“Thus you shall make the ark of testi- 
mony from incorruptible wood; two and a 
half cubits shall be its length, a cubit and a 
half its width, and a cubit and a half its 
height.t !!You shall overlay it with pure 
e'old; inside and out you shall overlay it and 
shall make on it a wreath of gold all 


around. !2You shall cast four golden rings 


24:15 Joshua, too, was covered by the sacred cloud, for he had the grace of the Spirit (AmbM). 
24:18 Moses broke the law regarding the Sabbath, which requires rest but not fasting. Yet he was 


guiltless in spite of journeying on the mount 


whole desire toward God, and his anger against the enemies of | 
der grace, we no longer serve God one day a week, but 


d God and our anger toward the devil throughout our life, We 
hem forward to assist our obedience to the divine 


which the Sabbath Day would be fulfilled. Un 
We are to direct our whole desire towar 
also cause our bodies to cease from sin and urge t 
Precepts (JohnDm). 

25:1 The Law of Moses honored free will. ` 
25:9 The use of icons in the Church is not 
Worship. These icons were the pattern of the ta 
honor given the icons in the Church passes over to 


25:10 The first thing made for the tabernacle was the 


Mother of God wi rist Í womb (Akathist). Chri 
T C oa he Aaron's rod that budded, and the Ten Commandments (Heb 


is death and Resurrection are life-giving, and He is the Lawgiver 


— =M= 


tually placed in the ark: the pot of m 
‘4). For He is the heavenly manna, H 
and the fulfiller of the Law He gave. 





ain and fasting for forty days and nights. He directed his 


God. This foreshadowed grace, in 


idol worship, For God commanded Israel to use icons in their 
bernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings. The 
the prototype (JohnDm; BasilG). 


ark of testimony, because it foreshadows the 
st in her womb is typified by the contents even- 





24:12-18 These verses are read as the first reading during the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration. — 
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for it and put them on its four corners: two 
rings on one side and two rings on the 
other. '’You shall make poles of incorrupt- 
ible wood and overlay them with gold. 
'*You shall put the poles into the rings on 
the sides of the ark, that the ark may be 
carried by them. !°The poles shall remain 


fixed in the rings of the ark. !6Then you | 


shall put into the ark the testimonies I will 
give you. 

“You shall also make a mercy seat of 
pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be its 
length and a cubit and a half its width. 
'8Then you shall make two cherubim of 
gold; of hammered work you shall make 
them at the two ends of the mercy seat? 
Make one cherub at one end and the 
other cherub at the other end; you shal! 
make the cherubim at the two ends of it of 
one piece with the mercy seat. XAnd the 
cherubim shall stretch out their wings 


above, overshadowing the mercy seat with | 


their wings, and they shall face one an- 
other; the faces of the cherubim shall be to- 
ward the mercy seat. *!You shall put the 
mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark 
you shall put the testimonies I will give 
you. There | will make Myself known to 
you, and | will speak with you from above 
the mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are on the ark of testi- 
mony, about everything I will give you in 
commandment to the children of Israel.t 


=; The Table for the Holy Bread 7- 
23“You shall also make a golden table of 
pure gold; two cubits shall be its length, a 
cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its 
height. You shall make for it golden 
wreaths twisted all around, and also a 
crown of a handbreadth all around, and 
you shall make a twisted wreath of gold for 
the crown all around, You shall make four 
golden rings for it and put the rings on 
the four corners of its four legs under the 
crown. “’The rings shall be bearings for the 
poles, so they may bear the table with 
them. #8And you shall make the poles of in, 
corruptible wood and overlay them with 
pure gold, 
with them. You shall make its dishes, 





25:18 The holy angels are members of the Church. 





that the table may be carried | tain of one set, and likewise you shall do 0” 


d 
! 
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censers, bowls, and cups of pure gold, that 


you may offer drink offerings with them, 
Xand you shall set the bread on the table 


before Me continually. 


æ A Lampstand of Gold = 


3“You shall also make a lampstand of 
pure gold which shall be of hammered 
work. Its shaft, branches, and bowls, and its 
stem and corolla shall be of one piece. 22Six 
branches shall come out of its sides: three 
branches of the lampstand out of one side 
and three branches out of the other. 33Three 


m 


ranch, with its ormamental knobs and 
‘Jilies—and. so forthe six branches that 
| come out of the-lampstand. 34On the lamp- 
| Stand itself four bowls shall be made like 
| almonds, and each with its ornamental 


| 
i| 


| knob and lilies. 3There shall be a knob un- | 


| der the first two branches of the same, a 


same, and a knob under the third two 
branches of the same, according to the six 
branches that extend from the lampstand. 
Their knobs and their branches shall be 
of one piece; all of it shall be one ham- 
mered piece of pure gold. 37You shall make 


its seven lamps, and you will lay the lamps — 


upon them. From this one presence they 


will shine outward. °8You shall make its | 


funnels and dishes of pure gold. 39It shall 
be made of a talent of pure gold, with all 


these utensils, ““And see to it you make | 


them according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain.t a eee 


linen, with blue, purple, and scarlet fabric 
and you shall weave them with artistic 
designs of cherubim. 2The length of eac! 
curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits and the 
width of each curtain four cubits. Each cul 
tain shall have the same measurement: 
‘Five curtains shall be coupled to one 
another, and the other five curtains shall bê 
coupled, to one another. 4You shall make 
loops of blue yarn on the edge of the cur 


w The Tabernacle «= 


the outer edge of the curtain of the second 





25:22 God does not make Himself known in His essence, for no creature can know this. God makes 


Himself known in intimate communion (BasilG). 
25:40 The pattern shown 


Moses on the mountain speaks of true worship in the heavenly holy of holies 
(Heb 8:5). The pattern speaks of Christ, the Mother of God, andthe Churcher 


| bowls shall be made like almonds‘on each | 
ib 


knob under the second two branches of the | 


“Now you shall make the taberna- 
cle with ten curtains of fine wove! — 
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set. 5Fifty loops you shall make in the one 
curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on 
the edge of the curtain at the end of the sec- 
ond set, that the loops may be clasped to 
one another. You shall make fifty clasps of 
gold and couple the curtains together with 
the clasps, that it may be one tabernacle. 
7“You shall also make curtains of goats’ 
hair skins to be a tent over the tabernacle. 
You shall make eleven such curtains. *The 
length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, 
and the width of each curtain four cubits; 
and the eleven curtains shall all have the 
same measurements. You shall couple five 
curtains by themselves and six curtains by 
themselves, and you shall doubie over the 
sixth curtain at the forefront of the tent. 


l0You shall make fifty loons on the edge of | 
design of cherubim.t 22You shall hang it 


the outermost curtain in one set, and fifty 
loops on the edge of the curtain of the sec- 
ond set. |'You shall make fifty- bronze 
clasps, put the clasps into the loops, and 


couple the tent together, that it may be one. | 


i2The remaining remnant of the tent’s cur- 
tains, that is, the half curtain that remains, 
shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. 
3A cubit on one side and a cubit on the 


other side of the remaining length of the | 


tent’s curtains shall hang over the sides of 


the tabernacle, on this side and on that | 


side, to cover it. }4You shall also make a 
covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, 
and blue skins as coverings above that. 
15“Yoyu shall make the tabernacle posts 
out of incorruptible wood, !Ten cubits shall 
be the length of each post, and a cubit and 
a half its width. !7Two joints shall be made 
in each post for binding one to another. 
Thus you shall do for all the posts of the 
tabernacle. !8Thus you shall make the posts 
for the tabernacle, twenty for the north 
side. !9You shall make forty bases of silver 
for the twenty posts: two bases for each of 
the two joints of the posts. ?’For the second 
side of the tabernacle, the south side, there 
shall be twenty posts, #/and their forty 
bases of silver: two bases for each of the 
posts’ two joints, 22For the far side of the 
tabernacle, westward, you shall make six 
posts. 22You shall also make two posts for 
the two back corners of the tabernacle. 
24They shall be coupled together at the bot- 
tom and at the top by one ring. Thus it shall 
be for both of them. They s 











hall be equal. 











Ya a _ EXODUS 27:4 
25So there shall be eight posts with their 











sixteen bases of silver, two bases for both 


sides of each post. 

26“You shall make bars of incorruptible 
wood: five for the posts on one side of the 
tabernacle, 2’five bars for the posts on the 
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars 


for the posts of the side of the tabernacle 


toward the sea. 28The middle bar shall pass 
through the midst of the posts from end to 
end. 2°You shall overlay the posts with gold, 
make their rings of gold as holders for the 


bars, and overlay the bars with gold. *°Then 


you shall raise up the tabernacle according 
to its pattern shown you on the mountain. 

31“You shall then make a veil woven of 
blue, purple, and scarlet fabric and fine wo- 
ven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic 


upon the four posts of incorruptible wood 
overlaid with gold. Their hooks. shall be 
gold upon four bases of silver. You shall 
hang the veil on the posts. Then you shall 
bring the ark of the testimony. in there be- 
hind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for 
you between the holy place and the holy of 
holies. *4You shall put the mercy seat upon 
the ark of the testimony in the holy of 
holies. 2>You shall set the table outside the 
veil, and the lampstand across from the 
table on the side of the tabernacle toward 
the south; and you shall put the table on the 
north side. | 

36“You shall make a screen for the door 
of the tabernacle woven of ‘blue, purple, 
and scarlet fabric and fine woven linen, 
made by a weaver. °7You shall make five 
posts for the veil and overlay them with 
gold; their hooks shall be of gold, and you 
shall cast five bases of bronze for them. 


«oa. The Altar => 


: D “Now. you shall make an altar of 


incorruptible wood, five cubits long 
and. five cubits wide—the altar shall be 
square—and its height shall be three 
cubits. 2You shall make horns on its four 
corners; its horns shall be of one piece with 
it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 
3Also you shall make a crown around the 
altar; and its cover, its libation bowls, its 
flesh-hooks, its’ incense bowl, and all ‘its 
utensils you shall make of bronze. 4You 
shall make a grate for it, a network of 


26: aThewel i bë of the life-giving flesh of Christ (Heb 1 0:20; Jn 6:51). In.a mystery, the bread j; 
TAAA A Boa d of Christ, which give life to the faithful. | 


and wine of the Eucharist become the Body and Bloo 
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bronze; and on the network you shall make 
four bronze rings at its four corners. You 
Shall put them below under the grate of the 
altar, that the grate may be midway up the 
altar. You shall make poles for the altar of 
incorruptible wood, and overlay them with 
bronze. ‘The poles shall be put in the rings, 
and the poles shall be on the two sides of 
the altar to carry it. 8You shall make it hol- 
low with boards; as it was shown you on 
the mountain, so shall you make it. 


=~ The Court of the Tabernacle = 
“You shall also make a court for the tab- 
ernacle. For the west side there shall ke 
hangings for the court made of fine woven 
linen, one hundred cubits long for one side. 
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their generations on behalf of the children 


of Israel. 


= The Priest’s Vestments 7- 
i) g “Now take Aaron your brother, and 
his sons with him, from among the 
children of Israel, that Aaron, Nadab, 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar may minister 
to Me. ?Then you shall make a holy gar- 
ment for Aaron your brother, for honor and 


| glory. $50 you shall speak to all who are 


wise in understanding, whom I filled with 
the spirit. of. wisdom and perception, so 
they may make Aaron’s holy vestments for 
ihe sanctuary, in which he shall minister to 


| Me as priest. “These are the garments they 


shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, a full- 


l0And its twenty posts and their twenty | length robe, a skillfully woven tunic witha 


bases shall be bronze. The hooks of the 
posts and their bands shall be silver. Hinake- 
wise along the east side shall be curtains 
one hundred cubits in length, with its 
twenty posts and their twenty bases of 


bronze, and the hooks of the posts and | 


their bands of silver. '*And along the width 
of the court on the north side shall be cur- 
tains of fifty cubits, with their ten posts and 
ten bases. '!*The width of the court on the 
south side shall be curtains of fifty cubits, 
with their ten posts and ten bases. !4The 
length of the curtains on one side shall be 
fifty cubits, with their three posts and three 
bases. !5On the other side shall be curtains 
of fifteen cubits, with their three posts and 
three bases. !6For the gate of the court there 
shall be a veil twenty cubits long, woven of 
blue, purple, and scarlet fabric and fine wo- 
ven linen, made by a weaver. It shall have 
four posts and four bases. !7All the posts 
around the court shall be overlaid with sil- 
ver; their hooks shall be of silver and their 


bases of bronze, !*The length of the court | 


shall be one hundred cubits on each side, 
the width fifty on each side, and the height 
five cubits, made of fine woven linen, and 
its bases of bronze, !%All the utensils, all the 
instruments, and all the pegs of the court 
shall be of bronze. 


-™ The Lighted Lamp 7> 

40“You shall also command the children 
of Israel to bring you pure oil of pressed 
olives for the light, to cause the lamp to 
burn continually ?lin the tabernacle of tes- 
timony, outside the veil before the testi- 
mony. Aaron and his sons shall tend -it 
from evening until morning before the 
Lord. It shall be an ordinance forever to 





fringe, a turban, and a sash. So they shall 
make holy garments for Aaron your brother 
and his sons, so they may minister to Me as 
priests. °They shall take the gold, blue, pur- 
ple, and scarlet fabric and fine linen, ®and 
they shall make the ephod of fine spun 


linen, the woven work of a designer. 7The 


two parts of the ephod shall be joined 
together, attached at their two hems. 8The 
woven joining of the ephod, which is on it, 
shall be of the same workmanship, made of 
pure gold, and blue, purple, and scarlet fab- 
ric, and fine woven linen. Then you shall 
take two stones, emeralds, and engrave on 
them the names of the sons of Israel: !six of 
their names on one stone, and six names on 
the other stone, in the order of their birth. 
UWith the work of the stone-engraver’s art, 
the engraving of a seal, you shall engrave 
the two stones with the names of the sons 
of Israel. '*You shall put the two stones on 
the shoulders of the ephod as memoria! 
stones for the sons of Israel. So Aaron shal! 
bear their names before the Lord on his 
two shoulders as a memorial. !8You shall 
also make bosses of gold, '4and you shall 
make two fringes of pure gold intermixed 
with flowers, a braided work, and fasten 
the braided fringes to the bosses on the 
Shoulder bands in front. 


s The Breastplate = 


“You shall make the oracle of judg- 
ment. Artistically woven according to the 
style of the ephod you shall make it: of 
gold, blue, purple, and scarlet fabric and 
fine spun linen you shall make it. !*It shall 
be doubled into a square: a span shall be its 
length, and a span its width. Interwoven 
into this texture shall be a setting for four 





>>>8sTHE PRIESTHOOD 24a. 
HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN 


y. OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTS ¥ 


) lhe Hebrew word for “priest” is kohen. He is the Levite who stood as intercessor for the 
JA people before God. Old Testament priests offered up gifts and sacrifices to the Lord on 
7) @ behalf of the people, that they might be reconciled to Him, 

Y” The Lord directed Moses to construct the tabernacle (Ex 25:1—27:21). Then He 

“ established a permanent, hereditary priesthood, beginning with Moses’ brother Aaron 
and continuing through Aaron’s sons (Ex 28:1). The priests were sanctified, or consecrated, 
with holy oil (Ex 30:22-30). Their holy garments of finely woven and richly decorated mate- 
nal were for the honor and glory of God (Ex 28:2-39),. : | 

After Aaron’s death, “the Lord separated the tribe of Levi [Aaron’s tribe] to bear the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord, to minister to Him, and to bless in His 
name” (Dt 10:8). Besides the various sacrifices, the priests blessed the people (Nm 6:23-25), 
maintained the tabernacle (later, the temple) and its grounds (Nm 18:1-7), received tithes and 
offerings (Nm 18:8-32), supervised punfication procedures (Lv 13:1—14:57), acted as judges 
(Dt 17:8-13) and taught the Law (Dt 32:8-11). Only male Levites administered the liturgical 
rites. | 





J) NEW TESTAMENT PRIESTS * | + 

From the Christian perspective, the authority of the levitical priesthood ended when 
Christ willingly offered Himself up to the Father as a perfect sacrifice on the: cross, typified by 
the curtain being torn asunder in the temple (Mt 27:51). 

Orthodox Christians believe the priesthood of the Church is Christ’s priesthood, with the 
Eucharist as the first-fruit offering. Concerning the Eucharist, St. John Chrysostom notes, “It 
is not men who sanctify this offering. It is the Same One who sanctified the first one [the Last 
Supper] who also sanctifies this one . . . Christ even now 1s present, and even now acts.” In 
the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant prays, “Thou Thyself art the One who offers and is offered, 
who accepts and is distributed.” The Church retains the male priesthood because the Man 
Christ Jesus, the Son of God, officiates at every Eucharistic service in and through His bish- 
ops, priests and deacons. The clergy do not serve in the place of Christ; rather, Christ Himself 
serves in them. TE SI P 

St. John Chrysostom marvels at how the “fearful and awe-inspiring symbols” of the leviti- 
cal priesthood are now “outshone by a splendor greater still”-(see 2Co 3:10), namely the new 
covenant priesthood. He writes; | $ l 

When vou see the Lord sacrificed and lying before you, and the priest standing over the 

sacrifice and praying, and all who partake being instilled with that precious blood, can you 

think that you are still among men and still standing on earth? Are you not at once trans- 
ported to heaven? . . . He who sits above with the Father 1s at that moment held in our 
hands, and gives Himself to those who wish to clasp and embrace Him . . . how great is 
the honor which the grace of the Spirit has bestowed on priests. | 

While the ordained priesthood serves on behalf of all, every believer- baptized and i 
anointed—is a member of God’s royal priesthood, This priestly calling of all believers is fore- 
told in Exodus 19:6; “You shall be to Me a royal priesthood and a holy nation (see also 
Is 61:6), and finds its fulfillment in the Church, the new [srael: ON Ta ta royal | 
priesthood, a holy nation” (1Pt 2:9; see also 2:5; Rev 1:5, 6). Thus, all Christians ars 
called to offer all of creation back to God, with praise and thanksgiving, And in this | 
work, man and creation become evermore reconciled with God. 








EXODUS 28:18 





Sardius, a topaz, and an emerald. This shall 
be the first row.t '8The second row shall be 
a carbuncle, a sapphire, and a jasper; !%the 
third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an 
amethyst; Xand the fourth row, a chryso- 
lite, a beryl, and an onyx. They shall be set 
in gold settings, bound together with gold, 
according to their row. 2!The stones shall 
have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve 
according to their names, as the engravings 
of seals, each one with its own name; they 
shall be according to the twelve tribes. 
22You shall make chains for the oracle, a 
braided work of pure gold. Aaron shail 
bear the names of the children of israel 
upon the oracle of judgment on his breast. 
as a memorial before God for him as he 
goes into the sanctuary. *4You shall put 
fringes upon the oracle of judgment, and 
wreaths on both sides of the oracle. You 
shall put the two bosses on both shoulders 
of the ephod in the front. You shall put the 
revelation and the truth on the oracle of 
judgment, which will be on the breast of 


Aaron when he enters the holy place in the | 


Lord’s presence; and on his breast Aaron 
will discern the judgments for the children 
of Israel at all times. 
= Other Priestly Garments = 
26“To go underneath the ephod, you shall 


make a full-length robe, entirely blue, “In 


the middle of it there shall be an opening 
for the head, the collar bordered in sheep- 
skin, a woven piece. The hem shall be inter- 
woven with the rest, to prevent ripping. 
28RBeneath the border of the robe you shall 
make knobs as of a flowering pomegran- 
ate, constructed of blue, purple, and scarlet 
fabric and fine spun linen, all around the 
hem of the garment. “Hanging from each 
golden knob will be a flower-shaped bell all 
around the hem of the garment. *"Its sound 
will be heard when Aaron is serving as a 
priest, entering and leaving the holy place 
before the Lord, that he not die. 31You shall 
also make a plate of pure gold and, as the 
inscription of a seal, engrave on it; Holiness 
to the Lord. 32You shall put it on a blue 


28:17-20 The twelve stones sp 
reveal His oneness of essence with the 
God and Word (Jn 1:1), Son and Only-begotten (Jn 
(Jn 14:9) and Image (Col 1:15), Wisdom and Power 


vas not. hiah priest, but when God willed, he bec He 
Ce ee aida High Priest He offered Himself to the Father to cleanse us from all sin by 


the Word became flesh, and as 
His precious Blood (AthanG). 


O _102 
rows of stones. There shall be a row for a 





eak of twelve names of Christ by which our holy faith is built up. Th 
Father and the fact that He is undivided from Him. He is ca 
1:18), Brightness and Impress (Heb 1:3), Mirror 
(1Co 1:24), and Truth and Life (Jn 14:6; Amb»). 


cord, and it shall be on the turban. It shall 
be on the front of the turban. 2%So it shall be 
on Aaron’s forehead. Aaron shall take 
away the defilements of the holy things 
which the children of Israel might dedicate, 
of their every gift of holy things. It shall al- 
ways be on Aaron’s forehead to make them 


| acceptable before the Lord. 


34“The appointments of the robes you 
shall make of linen. You shall make the tur- 
ban of fine linen, and you shall make a sash 
of woven work. 2#°For Aaron's sons you 
_ shall make robes and sashes for them, and 
| turbans you shall.make for them for honor 
| and glory. 3°So you shall put them on Aaron 
-your brother and on his sons with him. You 
shall anoint them, consecrate their hands, 
and sanctify them so they may minister to 
Me as priests. ?7You shall make for them 
trousers to cover their naked skin from loin 
to thigh. Thus Aaron and his sons shall 
wear them when they come into the taber- 
nacle of testimony or when they come near 
the altar of the holy place to minister as 
priests, so they not bring guilt upon them- 
selves so as to die. It shall be an ordinance 
forever.to him and his seed after him. 


-s. Aaron and His Sons Consecrated 


as Priests = | 
: 29 “Now this is what you shall do to 
? them to consecrate them for minis- 
tering to Me as priests, to serve Me in the 
priesthood: Take one young bull and two 
rams without blemish, 2and unleavened 
loaves kneaded with oil, and unleavened 
cakes anointed with oil. You shall make 
them of wheat flour. “You shall put them in 
one basket and bring them in the basket, 

with the young bull and the two rams. 
4“Then you shall bring Aaron and his 
sons to the doors of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony, and wash them with water. °*Then 
taking the garments, you shall dress Aaron 
your brother with the cloak, the ephod, the 
full-length robe, and the oracle, and you 
shall attach the oracle on the ephod for 
him,t “You shall put the miter on his head, 
and the sanctified golden plate on the 
miter, 7You shall take the anointing oil, 
ey 
lled 





ame one. And when God willed, 
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and the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty 





pour it on his head, and anoint him. 8Then 
you shall bring his sons and put the robes 
on them. You shall gird them with sashes, 
Aaron and his sons, and crest them with 
turbans. Their priesthood to’ Me shall be for 
a continual ordinance. So you shall conse- 
crate Aaron and his sons. 

10“You shall also have the young bull 
brought before the tabernacle of testimony, 
and Aaron and his sons shall put their 
hands on the head of the young bull before 
the Lord at the doors of the tabernacle of 
testimony. !!'Then you shall kill the young 
bull before the Lord at the doors of the tab- 
ernacle of testimony. !2You‘shall take some 


of the blood of the young bul! and put it on | 


the horns of the altar with your finger. and 


pour all the blood beside the base of the al- | 
| breast and the shoulder that was lifted 


tar. 2You shall take all the fat that covers 
the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the 
liver, and the two kidneys and the fat, on 
them and burn them on the altar. '*But the 
flesh of the young bull; with its skin and of- 
fal, you shall burn with fire outside the 
camp. It is a sin offering.t 

15“You shall also take one ram, and Aaron 
and his sons shall put their hands on the 
head of the ram: and you shall kill the ram 
and take its blood and sprinkle it all around 
on the altar. "Then you shall cut the ram in 
pieces, wash its entrails and legs, and put 
them with its pieces and its head. '*You 
shall offer the whole ram on the altar. It is a 
whole burnt offering to the Lord for a sweet 
aroma, an offering of incense to the Lord. 
I9You shall also take the second ram, and 
Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on 
the head of the ram. 2°Then you shall kill 
the ram, and take some of its blood and put 
it on the tip of Aaron’s right earlobe, on the 
thumb of his right hand, on the big toe of 
his right foot, and on the earlobes of his 
sons, on the thumbs of their right hands, 
and on the big toes of their right feet. *! You 
shall take some of the blood on the altar 
and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle 
it on Aaron and his robe, on his sons and on 
his sons’ robes with him; and he and his 
garments shall be sanctified, and his sons 
and his sons’ garments with him. But the 


blood of the ram you shall pour all around 
| You shall purify the altar when you per- 


form a consecration on it, and anoint it SO 


on the altar. | 
22“You shall also take the fat of the ram, 











29:14 The flesh of the sin offering was burned outside the camp. 











lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys 
and the fat ‘on them, the right thigh (for it is 
a ram of consecration), 2#2and one loaf of 
bread, one unleavened cake from the bas- 


| ket of unleavened bread set before the 


Lord; 24and you shall put all these things in 
the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his 
sons, and you shall set them aside as a sep- 


arate offering before the Lord. 2°You shall 


receive them from their hands and offer 
them on the altar as a whole burnt offering, 
as a sweet aroma before the Lord. It is an 
offering to the Lord. | 

26¢Then you shall take the breast from 
the ram of Aaron’s consecration and set it 
aside before the Lord. It shall be your por- 
tion. 27You shall sanctify the reserved 


(both that which was reserved and that 
which was lifted) from the ram of consecra- 
tion, both Aaron’s portion and that of his 
sons. 28It shall be for Aaron and his sons an 
ordinance forever among the children of Is- 
rael. For it shall be a special offering from 
the children of Israel from their peace of- 
ferings, a special offering to the Lord. 

- 29“Moreoyer, Aaron’s holy garment of the 
sanctuary shall be his sons’ after him, to be 
anointed and consecrated in them. 2°That 
son who succeeds him as priest shall put 
them on for seven days when he enters the 
tabernacle of testimony to minister in the 
holy place. 2! You shall then take the ram of 
the consecration and boil its flesh in the 
holy place. *2Then Aaron and his sons shall 
eat the flesh of the ram and the bread in the 
basket by the doors of the tabernacle of tes- 
timony. They shall eat those things by 
which they were sanctified to consecrate 
their hands. But an outsider shall not eat 
them, because they are holy. “If any of the 
flesh of the consecration offerings or of the 
loaves remains until the morning, you shall 
burn the remainder with fire, It shall not be 
eaten because it is holy, | 

35“Thus you shall do for Aaron and his 
sons according to all [ have commanded 
you, Seven days you shall consecrate their 
hands. 3®You shall sacrifice a young calf for 
the sin offering on the day of purification. 





Similarly, no one placed amid the evil 


of this world can lay aside sin, nor is his blood acceptable to God, unless he put away the defilement of 


the body (Amb). 


EXODUS 29:37 _ 





as to sanctify it. 3’Seven days you shall pu- 
rify the altar and Sanctify it, and the altar 


altar will be holy. 


~. Daily Offerings .=-. 

$8“Now this is what you shall offer on the 
altar: two unblemished lambs of the first 
year, day by day continually, 329One lamb 
you shall offer in the morning, and the 
other lamb you shall offer in the evening. 
With the one lamb shall be one-tenth ofa 
measure of fine flour mixed with one- 
fourth of a hin of pressed oil, and one- 
fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering. 
*'The other lamb you shall offer in the 
evening, as at the morning offering, and ac- 
cording to the drink offering of the morn- 


ing lamb. You shall offer it as a sacrifice of | 


sweet aroma to the Lord. 


42°This shall be a continual Sacrifice | 


throughout your generations at the doors 
of the tabernacle of testimony before the 


Lord, where I will be known to you to | 


speak to you. “There I shall give directions 
to the children of Israel, and I shall be sanc- 
tified in My glory. “Sọ I will sanctify the 
tabernacle of testimony and the altar. I will 
also consecrate both Aaron and his sons to 
minister to Me as priests. 45] will be called 
upon among the children of Israel and will 
be their God. “So they shall know I am the 
Lord their God, who brought them up out 
of the land of Egypt to be called upon 
among them and to be their God. 


æ. The Altar of Incense -~. 

3 () “Now you shall make an altar of 

incense of incorruptible wood. 2You 
shall make it a cubit in length and a cubit in 
width—it shall be square—and two cubits 
shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one 
piece with it. “You shall overlay its grating, 
its sides all around, and its horns with pure 
gold; and you shall make for it a rim of gold 
all around. “Two gold rings you shall make 


for it under the molded rim on both its 
sides. You shall place them on its two sides, 





high priest could only go 
Holy Spirit was indicating that the way into the 
worshipers. But Christ our Great High Priest entered 
blood cleanses and perfects the conscience of the w 





| which to bear it. You shall make the poles 
| Of incorruptible wood and overlay them 
Shall be most holy. Whatever touches the | 





and they will be holders for the poles with | 


30:10 The Law of Moses was a type and shadow of the New Covenant made 
into the holy of holies once a year with the blood 


| ! heavenly holy of holies was 
external gifts and sacrifices under the Law could not cleanse and perfect th 
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with gold. You shall put it before the veil 
that is before the ark of the testimonies, 
where I will make Myself known to you. 
‘Aaron shall burn on it fine compounded 
incense every morning; when he tends the 
lamps, he shall burn incense on it. 8When 
Aaron lights the lamps in the evening, he 
Shall burn incense on it, a perpetual 
incense before the Lord throughout. your 
generations. You shall not offer strange 
incense on it, or an offering made by fire, or 
a Sacrifice; nor shall you pour a drink offer- 
| ing on it. Now Aaron shall make atone- 
| ment upon its horns once a year, purging it 
| with the blood of purification throughout 
youre generations. It is most holy to the 
Lora nt 


= Gifts of Money = 
Then the Lord spoke to Moses. Saying, 
“When you take the census of the chil- 
dren of Israel for their number, then every 
man shall give a ransom for his soul to the 
Lord, so there may be no plague among 
them when you number them. 3This is 
what everyone among those who are num- 
bered shall give: half a drachma according 
to the drachma of the sanctuary (a 
drachma is twenty obols). The half- 
drachma shall be an offering to the Lord. 
“Everyone included among those who are 
numbered, from twenty years old and 
above, shall give an offering to the Lord. 
`The rich shall not give more and the poor 
Shall not give less than half a drachma 
when you give an offering to the Lord to 
make atonement for your souls. !6You shall 
take the money of the Offering of the chil- 
dren of Israel and shall give it for the ser 
vice of the tabernacle of testimony, that it 
may be a memorial for the children of Is- 
rael before the Lord to make atonement for 
your souls.” 


= A Laver of Bronze e 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying. 
'*“You shall also make a laver of bronze, 





in Christ. For example, the 
of atonement. By this the 
not yet manifested. For 

e conscience of the | 

the holy of holies once for all, and His precious 


orshipers. The blessing of a cleansed conscience is 


unspeakable joy, and in the Eucharist the faithful enter the heavenly holy of holies to partake of this 


cleansing and perfection (Heb 9). 














with its base also of bronze, for washing. 
You shall put it between the tabernacle of 
testimony and the altar. You shall put water 
in it, fer Aaron and his sons shall wash 
their hands and feet with water from it. 
20When they go into the tabernacle of testi- 
mony, they shall wash with water, lest they 


die, or when they come near the altar to 


minister and to offer whole burnt offerings 
to the Lord. 2!So they shall wash their 
hands and feet with water when they go 
into the tabernacle of testimony, lest they 
die. It shall be an ordinance forever to 
them—for him and his genealogy after 
him.” 
~ Holy Oil for Anointing = 

22Furthermore the Lord spoke to Moses. 

saying, 2°“Also take for yourself aromatic 


spices, the flower of. costly myrrh—tive | 


hundred shekels’ worth-—and fragrant cin- 
namon—half as much,. two hundred and 
fifty, and two hundred and fifty shekels of 
sweet-smelling calamus, ?4and five hun- 
dred shekels of cassia, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive | 


oil. 2You shall make from these a holy 
anointing oil, an ointment compounded ac- 
cording to the art of the perfumer. It shall 
be a holy anointing oil. 2°With it you shall 
anoint the tabernacle of testimony and the 
ark of the tabernacle of testimony; Z7and 


the table and all its utensils, the lampstand | 


and its utensils, and the altar of incense; 
28and the altar of whole burnt offerings 
with all its utensils, and the table and all its 
utensils, and the laver and its base, 2?You 


shall sanctify them so they may be most | 
holy; whatever touches them will be holy. 


0You shall anoint Aaron and his sons and 
consecrate them so they may minister to 
Meas priests. 3! You shall speak to the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying, “This shall be a holy 
anointing oil throughout your generations. 
321t shall not be poured on man’s flesh; nor 
shall you make any like it according to its 


composition. It is holy, and it shall be holy | 
to you. 24Whoever compounds any like it, | 


or whoever puts any of it on an outsider, 
shall be cut off from his people.” ` 
a, Incense 7 
34And the Lord said to Moses, “lake 
sweet spices, stacte and onycha and sweet 
galbanum, and pure frankincense, there 
shall be equal amounts of each. “You shall 





31:3 The divine Spirit is the Holy Spirit (BasilG; 
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works on the seventh day shall be put to 


GrgTheo; CyrJer). 


EXODUS 31S 


make of these perfumed incense, 4 com- 
pound according to the art of the perfumer, 
mixed, pure, and holy. And you shall beat 
some of it very fine and put some of it be- 
fore the testimonies in the tabernacle of 
testimony, where I will make Myself known 
to you. It shall be a most holy incense to 
you. 27You shall not make any for your- 
selves according to this composition. It 
shall be to you a holy thing for the Lord. 
38Whoever makes any like it to smell it, he 
shall be cut off from his people.” 


~a Craftsmen to Build the Tabernacle => 

4 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 

ing, 2“See,-I have called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah. 31 have filled him with the 
divine. Spirit of wisdom, understanding, 
and knowledge, and in every manner of 
workmanship,t 4to design artistic works, to 


work in gold, silver, and bronze, “in cutting 
| jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to 


work in every manner of workmanship. 
6Indeed I have appointed with him Aholiab 
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; 
and I have put understanding in the hearts 
of all who are gifted artisans, so they may 
make all I commanded you: ‘the tabernacle 
of testimony, the ark of the testimony and 
the mercy seat on it, and all the utensils of 
the tabernacle— ‘the altars and the table 
and its utensils, the pure gold lampstand 
with all its utensils, 9!and the laver and its 
base— the liturgical garments for Aaron 
and the garments of his sons, to minister to 
Me as priests, !'and the anointing oil and 
the compound incense for the holy place. 
According to all I have commanded you 
they shall do.” 
< Keeping the Sabbath => 

i2A gain the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“You shall direct the children of Israel, 
saying, ‘See to it that you keep My Sab- 
baths, for it is a sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may 
know I am the Lord who sanctifies you. 
l4You shall keep the Sabbaths, because this 
is holy for you to the Lord. Everyone who 
profanes it shall be put to death; for who- 
ever works on it, that soul shall be cut off 
from among his people. '"Work shall be 
done for six days, but the seventh is the 
Sabbath, a holy rest to the Lord. Whoever 
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death.t !6Therefore the children of Israel | therefore, let Me be, that I may burn in 
Shall keep the Sabbaths, to observe them | wrath against them and consume them. 
throughout their generations as a perpetual | !°Then I will make of you a great nation.”t 
covenant. "It is a sign between Me and the | !!But Moses prayed before the Lord God 
children of Israel forever; for in six days | and said, “Why, O Lord, does Your wrath 
the Lord created heaven and earth, and on | burn hot against Your people whom You 
the seventh day He ceased and rested?” — | brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
'8So when He made an end of speaking | power and a mighty hand? '*Why should 
with Moses on Mount Sinai, He gave him | the Egyptians speak and say, ‘He brought 
two tablets of testimony, tablets of stone, | them out with evil intent, to kill them in'the 
written with the finger of God.t | mountains and to consume them from the 
| face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce 
<=. The Golden Calf > wrath and be merciful to the wickedness of 
4 Now when the people saw that | Your people. '3Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
Moses delayed coming down from | and Jacob, Your servants, to whom You 
the mountain, the people gathered against | swore by Yourself and said to them, ‘I will 
Aaron and said to him, “Rise upand make | greatly multiply your seed as the stars of 
us gods that shall go before us. ‘As for | heaven for multitude; and all this land | 
Moses, the man who brought us up from spoke about to give their seed, they shall 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has | inherit unto the ages.” “So the Lord 
become of him.”t 2Aaron then said to them. granted mercy for the harm He said He 
“Remove the golden earrings in the ears of | would do to His people. 
your wives and daughters and bring them Then Moses turned and went down 
to me.” “So all the people removed the | from the mountain with the two tablets of 
golden earrings in their ears and brought | the testimony in his hands. They were 
them to Aaron. *He received them from | stone tablets written on both sides, on one 
their hands; and he fashioned them with an | side and on the other. 16Now the tablets 
engraving tool and made a molten calf. | were the work of God, and the writing was 
Then he said, “These are your gods, O | the writing of God engraved on the tablets. 
Israel, that brought you out of the land of | '7When Joshua therefore heard the noise of 
Egypt.” °So when Aaron saw it, he built an | the people as they shouted, he said to 
altar before it. Aaron then made a procla- | Moses, “There is a noise of war in the 
mation and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to | camp.” !8But Moses said, “It is not the noise 
the Lord.” “Thus he rose early the next day | of those that begin the battle, nor of those 
and offered whole burnt offerings and | that begin the cry of defeat, but the noise of 
peace offerings; and the people sat down to | those that begin the banquet of wine that ! 
eat and drink, and rose up to play. hear.” !°So it was, as soon as he came near 
/But the Lord said to Moses, “Go quickly! | the camp, he saw the calf and the dancing. 
Get down from here! For your people | Thus Moses became very angry; and he 
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt | cast the two tablets out of his hands and 
are transgressing the law. ®They turned | broke them at the foot of the mountain. 
aside quickly from the way I commanded | 2°Then he took the calf they had made, 
them, They made themselves a calf and are | burned it in the fire, and ground it to pow 
worshiping and sacrificing to it, and are | der; and he scattered it on the water and 
saying, “These are your gods, O Israel, that | made the children of Israel drink it 





brought you out of the land of Egypt,’ "Now | 2!Moses then spoke to Aaron, “What did 


31:15 The penalty for breaking the Sabbath was death. Yet the Jewish leaders did not rest on the Sab- 
bath (Mt 27:62-66), but were running around and seeking to keep Christ in the tomb (AthanG), 

31:18 The finger of God is the Holy Spirit (Mt 12:28; Lk 11:20). ) | 
32:1-6 These words were written to warn everyone to beware of spiritual arrogance, for anyone can 
fall into sin if he fails to guard against temptation (1Co 10:6-12). 

32:10, 32 Moses performed many great wonders and signs, but nothing made him as great as the love 
he showed in these statements. For he looked to the interest of his neighbors. He distinguished : 
between God's work and the devil's work, for he loved them as God's handiwork while hating their evil 
behavior. He did not despise them, but only their sin. He chose rather to perish with them than to be 
saved without them. He would rather perish with them than have the honor of a great’nation 
(JohnChr). | T ho} ii ii 
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z I07 EXODUS 33:11 


this people do to you that you brought so | Lord struck the people for making the calf 
a :. a upon ica Nn replied, | which Aaron made. | | 
“Do not be angry, my lord. You know how | : | 
impulsive this people is. For they said to | 7> G04 Orders Israel to Depart Sinai 7 
me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; 3 Now the Lord said to Moses, 
as for this man Moses, who brought us out “Depart, go up from here, you and 
of the land of Egypt, we do not know what | the people you brought out of the land of 
has become of him.’ 24So I said to them, | Egypt, to the land I swore to Abraham, 
‘Whoever has any gold, let him remove it.’ | Isaac, and Jacob, saying, “To your seed I 
Thus they gave it to me, and I cast it into | will give it. 2] will send My Angel before 
the fire, and this calf came out.” | your face, and I will drive out the Amorite, 
25Now when Moses saw the people were | the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Gergesite, the 
scattered (for Aaron scattered’ them, mak- | Hivite, the Jebusite, and the Canaanite. *I 
ing them a prey to their enemies); 2°Moses | will bring you into a land flowing with milk 
then stood in the entrance of the camp and | and honey; for I will not go up in your 
said, “Whoever is on the Lord’s side, come | midst, lest I consume you on the way, for 
to me.” So all the sons of Levi gathered | you are a stiff-necked people’? *When the 
themselves together to him>2’He said! ta | people heard this bad news, they mourned 
them, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel: | in lamentations. “For the Lord said to the 
‘Let every man put his sword:orm his side ; children of Israel, “You are a stiff-necked 
and go in and out from entrance to: en- | people. Beware, lest I inflict'another plague 
trance throughout the camp, and let every | on you and consume you: Now therefore, 
man kill his brother, every man his com- | take off your bright clothes and ornaments, 
panion, and every man his neighbor.” 28So | and I will show you what I will do.” §So the 
the sons of Levi did as Moses:said to them, | children of Israel stripped themselves of 
and about three thousand men of the peo- | their bright clothes and ornaments by 
ple fell that day. Then: Moses said, “You | Mount Horeb. - ) 
filled your hands to the Lord today, each UMAS before the Lord = 


one on his son or brother, that blessing be ‘Bs . 
7Moses then took his tent and pitched it 


iven you.” 7 

; Now it came to pass on the next day | outside the camp, far from the camp, and 
that Moses said to the people; “You com- | Called it the tabernacle of testimony. Thus it 
mitted a great sin. So now I will go up to | came to pass that everyone who sought the 
God to make atonement for. your sin.” Lord went out to the tabernacle of testi- 
31Then Moses returned to the Lord and.| mony, which was outside the camp.t §So it 
said, “I pray, O Lord, these people have | Was, whenever Moses went out to the tab- 
committed a great sin and have made for.) ernacle, which was outside the camp, all 
themselves a god of gold! 32Yet now, if You | the people rose, and each man stood at his 
will forgive their sin, forgive it—but if not, | tent door and watched Moses until he went 
blot me out of the book You have written.” | into the tabernacle. INow it came to pass, 
38Then the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever | when Moses entered the tabernacle, that 
sins against Me, I will blot him out of My | the pillar of cloud descended and stood at 
book. 24Now therefore, go down and lead | the door of the tabernacle, and God talked 

to Moses, !°All the people saw the pillar of 


the people to the place of which I spoke to’ | 
you. Behold, My Angel shall go before your | cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and 
all the people rose and worshiped, each 


face, Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I d worsh 
will strike them for their sin.” “So the man at his tent door, !'Thus the Lord spoke 











32:34 My Angel is the Only-begotten God and Son of the Father. He is called “Angel” (or “Messenger”) 
because He reveals the Father's will to man (GrgNy). For He is the Will of the Father (AthanG). l 
33:3, 12-17 My Angel is the Son of the Father, and He sent Him to lead Israel to the promised land — 
(GrgNy). “Angel” means “messenger,” for the Son is the Will and Word of the Father (AthanG). He is 
the Angel who appeared to Moses in Exodus 3 and said, "| AM the Existing One” (3:2, 14). The Father ~ 
also sent Him to become incarnate for the salvation of the world (1Jn 4:14). mik pninsaes annit 
33:7 Moses pitched the tabernacle outside the camp, far from the camp. Everyone who sought the Lord 
went outside the camp. When the Lord became incarnate, He suffered on the Cross outside Jerusalem. 
Those who wish to find Him must leave the earthly Jerusalem to find Him in the heavenly Jerusalem 
(Heb 13:12-14; AmbM). priya Ak 


EXODUS 33:12 


to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to 
his friend. Then he would return to the 
camp, but his servant Joshua the son of 
Nun, a young man, did not depart from the 
tabernacle.4 


= God Promises His Presence => 
12Then Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, 
You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But 
You have not let me know whom You will 


send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know | 


3 


you above all, and you have also found 
grace in My sight.’ 'SNow therefore, I pray, 
if I have found grace in Your sight, reveal 
Yourself to me, that I may see You clearly 
and find grace in Your sight, and know this 
great nation is Your people.” 

14S0 He said, “I Myself will go before you 


108 








But He said, “You cannot see My face; for 
no man can see My face and live.”t 2!More- 
over, the Lord said, “Here is a place by Me: 
you shall stand on the rock.t ?So it shall be, 
while My glory passes by, that I will put you 
in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you 
with My hand while I pass by.t Then I will 
take away My hand, and you shall see My 


back: but My face shall not be seen.”t 





: 


~ A Second Set of Tablets 7> 
4 Now the Lord said‘to Moses,' “Cut 

two tablets of stone like the first 
ones, and’! will write on these tablets the 
words that were on the first tablets you 
broke. 2So be ready in the morning to come 
up on Mount Sinai and to present yourself 
to Me there on top of the mountain. But no 
man shall come up with you, and let no 


————————— 


and give you rest.” !5Then he said to'Him, “If | : t1 
You Yourself do not go up with us, do not | man be seen throughout all the mountain; 
bring us up from here. '*For how then will it | let neither sheep nor oxen feed before that 


be known that Your people and I found grace 
in Your sight, except You go with us? So both 
I and Your people shall be glorified beyond 
all the nations on the earth.” "The Lord then 
said to Moses, “I will also do this thing you 
have spoken; for you have found grace in 
My sight, and I know you above all.” 
l8Moses replied, “Reveal Yourself to me.” 
'9Then God said, “I will pass before you in 
My glory, and I will proclaim My name, the 
Lord, before you. I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have compas- 
sion on whom I will have compassion.”t 


33:19 The Lord has mercy and compassion on whom He wills, because He:alone knows the secrets 
the heart and who is worthy and who is not JohnChr). 


mountain.” 4So‘he cut two tablets of stone 
like the first ones. Then Moses rose early in 
the morning and went up to Mount Sinai as 
the Lord commanded him; and he took in 
his hand the two tablets of stone. 5Now the 
Lord descended in the cloud; and He stood 
with him there, and he called upon the 
name of the Lord.t Then the Lord passed 
before his face and proclaimed, “The Lord 
God, compassionate, merciful, longsuffer- 
ing, abounding in mercy and true,* ‘pre- 
serving righteousness and showing mercy 
unto thousands, taking away lawlessness, 





of 


33:20 No man can see the essence of the Father ("My face"), either in this world or in the one to come 
(JohnChr; GrgNy). The Apostle John also said the same thing: “No one has seen God at any time” 
Un 1:18), But the Son is one in essence with the Father, and therefore fully.sees and knows the Father's 


essence (AthanG; JohnChr). 


33:21 A place refers to the Holy Spirit, for He is often called the 
as well gained some knowledge of God by the Spirit (BasilG), 


place of those being sanctified, Moses 


33:22 The Son of the Father is the rock and the hand. The rock reveals the mystery of the Incarnation 

(1Co 10:4; AmbM), The hand reveals the oneness in essence of the Son with the Father. For as the hand 

is one in essence with the body, similarly, the Son is one in essence with the Father (AthanG). Therefore, 

He reveals the Father and makes Him known to man. | 

33:23 My back refers to the glory of God, for man can see His glory if his heart is pure. For Moses saw 

His glory to the extent he was capable, as is the case with any man. This glory is also called His energy. : 
Man can know God in His energy, but not in His essence. 
34:5 The Lord who descended in the cloud is the Only-begotten Lord, and He called upon the name of 
the Lord, who is the Father. Thus, the Son speaks of the Father... myer P 
34:6, 7 The Lord proclaimed the Lord, that is, the Son and Word proclaimed the Father and revealed | 
things concerning Him. For example, the Father is true, that is, he is the True God. The Son and Word is 
“True God of True God” (Creed), | | Aba : 

| = [1] 


33:11-23; 34:4-6, 8 These verses are read as the second reading during the Feast of the 
Transfiguration. dna 
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wrongdoing, and sins; and He will not clear 
the guilty, visiting the lawlessness of the 
fathers upon the children and the chil- 
dren’s children to the third and the fourth 
generation.” §So Moses made haste and 
bowed his head toward the ground and 
worshiped. Then he said, “If now: I have 
found grace in Your sight, let my Lord go 
with us, for the people are stiff-necked; and 
You will take away our sins and lawless- 
ness, and we will be Yours.”t 


~ The Covenant Is Renewed .= 


The Lord then said to Moses, “Behold, I | 
am establishing a covenant with you. Be- | 


fore all your people I will do marvels such 


Lord, for I will do awesome things ‘or you. 
Observe what I command you this dav. Be- 
hold, I am driving out from befere you the 
Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite. the 
Hittite, the Hivite, the Gergesite, and the Jeb- 
usite. }*Take heed to yourself, lest you 
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land where you are going, lest it be a stum- 
bling-block in your midst. But you shall 
destroy their altars, break their sacred pil- 
lars, and cut down their groves; and you 
shall burn the graven images of their gods 
with fire !4(for you shall worship no other 
god, for the Lord God, a jealous name, is a 


jealous God),t Jest you make a covenant. 


with the foreigners of the land; and they in- 


dulge themselves in gross immorality with | 
their gods by making sacrifice to them: and 


they invite you, and you eat of their sacri- 
fices; '6and you take of their daughters for 
your sons and give your daughters to their 
sons; and your daughters commit fornica- 
tion with their gods, and your sons commit 
fornication with their gods. !7You shall 
make no molten gods for yourselves, 


shall keep, Seven days you shall eat unleav- 











of Israel saw Moses and the glorified 
34:9, 11 Moses requested that the Lord Himself lead Israel to the promised land, and his prayer was 


EXOD 34:30 


ened bread, as I commanded you, at the 
season in the month of new grain; for in the 
month of new grain you came out from 
Egypt. '%All that open the womb are Mine: 
every male firstborn among your livestock, 





I 


of oxen or sheep. 2°But the firstborn of a 


donkey you shall redeem with a sheep, and 
if you will not redeem it, you shall pay a 
price. All-the firstborn of your sons you 


shall redeem, and none shall appear before 
Me empty-handed. 2'Six days -you shall 
work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. 
There shall be rest in seedtime and harvest. 


22You shall observe the Feast of Weeks; the 
firsttruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of 


: Ingathering at the year’s end. 
as have not been done in all the earth, nor | 
in any nation, and. all the people among | shall appear before the Lord God of Israel. 
whom you are shall see the works of the 4For I will cast out the nations before you 
_and enlarge your borders; neither will any 
-man'‘ covet your land when you go up to ap- 
pear before the Lord your God three times 


| in the year. 25You shall not offer the blood 


23“Three times in the year all your males 


of My sacrifices with leaven, nor shall the 
sacrifices from the Feast of Pascha be left 
until morning. 2°The first fruits of your land 
you shall bring to the house of the Lord 
your God. You shall not boil a lamb in its 
mother’s milk.” | 

27Again the Lord said to Moses, “Write 
these words for yourself, for according to 
these words I established a covenant with 
you and with Israel.” 28So he was there with 
the Lord forty days and forty nights: he nei- 
ther ate bread nor drank water. He wrote 
on the tablets the words of the covenant, 
the Ten Commandments. 


~ Moses’ Face Shines > 
Now. when Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai (and the two tablets were in 
Moses’ hand when he came down from the 
mountain), he did not know the skin of his 


| | face was glorified while God talked with 
The Feast of Unleavened Bread. you | 


Him.t 8°So when Aaron and all the children 





answered, The Lord is the Angel of the Father, mentioned in previous chapters. “Angel” means “mes- 
senger,” for the Son is the Word of the Father. He interpreted the Father's will through Moses to Israel. 
34:14 The Word calls His Father a jealous God. He does not mean the Father has passion in His nature. 
He uses “jealous” by way of analogy with human nature. For example, as a loving father is intolerant 


h 


toward bad things happening to his children, so the loving Father is intolerant of the evil things that ~ 
appen to His children when they go astray to worship other gods. ot aft av | 


34:29-35 The glory of the Law that shone on Moses’ face was to point the Jews to Christ. But their 
earts were hard; therefore, they were unable to look upon this glory. The Law was not the problem. | 


The problem was their hardness of h 


the New Covenant (2Co 3; JohnChr). 


eart, which prevented them from seeing Christ in the Law. When, _ 
therefore, either a Jew or Gentile now turns to Christ, he sees His glory not only in the Law, but also in 


EXODUS 34:31 IO sopimat o 
all its utensils; '®and the illuminating lamp- 
stand and all its utensils; "and the altar 
and all its utensils; !ŝand the holy vest- 
ments of Aaron the priest and the garments 
in which they shall do service; '%and the 
priestly robes for the sons of Aaron and the 
compounded incense.’ ” 

20So all the congregation of the children 
of Israel departed from the presence of 
Moses. 2'Then everyone came whose heart 
was stirred and whose: soul was willing; 
and they brought the Lord’s offering for the 
work of the tabernacle of testimony, for all 
its service and the garments of the holy 
place. 22They came, both men and women, 
as many as had a willing mind, and 

brought signets, earrings, rings, and neck- 
iaces, ali jewelry of gold to the Lord. 23Also 
every man with whom was found blue fab- 





appearance of the an of his facd they 
were afraid to come near him. #!' Then Moses 
called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers 
of the congregation returned to him; and 
Moses talked with them. Afterward all the 
children of Israel came near, and he gave 
them as commandments all that the Lord 
commanded him on Mount Sinai. 32When 
Moses finished speaking with them, he put 
a veil on his face. 34But when Moses went in 
before the Lord to speak with Him, he | 
would take the veil off until he came out; 
and he would come out and speak to’ the 
children of Israel whatever the Lord com- 
manded him. °°So the children of Israel saw 
the face of Moses, that it was glorified; and 
Moses put the veil on his face again until he 
went in to speak with Him. 


=. Regulations Regarding the Sabbath =- 
3 Œ Now Moses gathered ail the congre- 
gation of the children. of. Jsrae! 
together and said to them, “These are the 
words the Lord said for you to do. *Work 
shall be done for six days, but.the seventh of the service brought it. 25All the women 
day shall be a holy day for you, a Sabbath | who were gifted artisans spun yarn with 
of rest to the Lord. Whoever does work on | their hands and brought what they spun— 
it shall be put to death. *You shall kindle no | of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen. 
fire throughout your dwellings on the | 26Ajso all the women whose heart stirred 
Sabbath Day; I am the Lord.” with wisdom spun yarn of female goats’ 
‘Again Moses spoke to all the congrega- | hair. 27The rulers brought emerald stones, 
tion of the children of Israel, saying, “This | and the stones to be set in the ephod and in 
is the thing the Lord commanded, saying, | the oracle, Sand the compounds for the 
` Take from among you an offering to the | anointing oil, and the compounds for the 
Lord. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him | incense. 2°Thus the children of. Israel 
bring his first fruits to the Lord: gold, silver, | brought a freewill offering to the Lord, all 





brought them. Everyone who offered an 


these to the Lord; and everyone with whom 
was found incorruptible wood for any work 


a 


ric arid skins dyed blue and skins dyed red ` 


offering of silver or bronze also brought | 


a a uT NE OES m 
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and bronze;t *blue, purple, and scarlet fab- | the men and women whose minds were — 


ric, fine linen, and female goats’ hair; ’ram | willing to bring material for all kinds of 
skins dyed red, skins dyed blue, and incor- | work, which the Lord, by the hand of 
ruptible wood; 8sardius stones and stones | Moses. commanded to be done 
to be set in the ephod and the full-length| 7 et TORE PONG: ite 
robe. m Artisans for the Tabernacle => 
“Every man wise in heart among you, let Then Moses said to the children of IS- 
him come and do all the Lord has com- | rael, “Behold, God has called by name 
manded: the tabernacle, its cords, cover- | Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
ings, rings, bars, and posts; !'!the ark of the | tribe of Judah; land He has filled him with 


testimony, its poles, mercy seat, and veil; | a divine Spirit of wisdom, understanding: — 


Zand the curtains of the court and its posts; | and knowledge in all thingst “to design 
and the emerald stones; Mand the incense | artistic works, to work in gold and silver 
and the anointing oil; and the table and and bronze, “in cutting jewels for setting, 





35:5, 21, 22, 26, 29 The offering was to be made froma willing heart, for the Law did not force any 

one to serve the Lord. The same is true under grace in the New Testament, for the Lord never forces 

anyone against his will. 

35:31-35 The Holy Spirit filled Bezalel and Aholiab with the effects or gifts of His energies: wisdom, ` 
understanding, knowledge, skill, and the ability to teach. By the Holy Spirit they were able to build the 

tabernacle of testimony. By the Holy Spirit’s variety of gifts in the New Testament, the Chugh as iy 

Body of Christ is being built (1Co 12). 


— 








>>>8s THE TABERNACLEs#ec 


J On Mt. Sinai Moses received not only the Ten Commandments, but also precise and 

© detailed instructions for building the tabernacle—a moyeable tent_—where God met the 
TTE assembly of the people Israel (Ex 25:1—27:21). Consequently, the tabernacle is built 
A= according to the divine blueprints (Ex 35:4—40:33). Here God’s Presence, His Glory, 
‘\ will be made manifest through the shining cloud filling the holy place (Ex 40:34-38). 


The importance of God’s Presence in the tabernacle is apparent in the prayers of the 
Psalms, which express a longing to be with God, a fervent desire to be in His tabernacle 
(Pss 26:46; 60:4; 64:4; 83:14, 10; see also 22:6; 25:8). Indeed, the Lord promises that at 
the tabernacle, “I shall be known to you to.speak to you. There I shall give directions to the — 
children of Israel, and I shall be sanctified in My glory” (Ex 29:42 —43; see also Ezk 37:26-28). 
While the tabernacle i is the specific, place where God was encountered in Israel, this did not 
exhaust His Presence, for as Almighty God, He has always been everywhere present, filling all 
things. 

Israel’s most sacred objects wére kept in the ark of the covenant, located in the holy of | 
holies (Heb:9:2-5). Each-object it held was prophetic of Christ: the tablets of the Law 
inscribed by God (Ex 25:15) prefigure Christ the Lawgiver;, the manna (Ex 16:31~34) points 
to Christ as the Bread of Life (Jn 6:30-58):and Aaron’s staff that budded (Nm 17:16—26) 
prefigures the life-giving Cross of Christ. Further, the veil separating the holy place from the 
holy of holies foreshadows the Incarnation (Heb 10:19, 20). 

The tabernacle as a whole prefigures Christ, the eternal Word of God, who “became flesh . 
and tabernacled (the usual English translation is ‘dwelt’) among us” (Jn 1:14; see also Col 
2:9). St. Gregory of Nyssa observes, “Moses was earlier instructed by a type in the. mystery. of 
the tabernacle, which encompasses the universe. This tabernacle would be Christ, who is the 
power and the wisdom of God (1Co'1:24).” The tabernacle also prefigures Mary the 
Theotokos, whose womb will be*the tabernacle in which the Lord will gwelia as He takes His 
flesh from her 

On the cross, Jesus offers the ultimate sacrifice of His body, wbich the New Testament | 
calls “the greater and more perfect tabernacle nor made with hands” (Heb 9:11).St. Johni 
Chrysostom comments that by this greater tabernacle St. Paul “means the) flesh | of Christ]. 
And well did he say, ‘greater and more perfect,’ since God the Word and all the: power of the 
Spirit dwell therein,” 

In time, the moveable tabernacle of the wilderness is superseded bft Kes permanent inetd 
in Jerusalem. The temple, in turn, is superseded by Christ (Jn 2:18- ~21) and the Church, 
which is His Body (Eph 1:22, 23), Moreover, in Baptism every Christian becomes a taberna- 
cle,.a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. As St, Paul exclaims, “Or do you not' know that your 
body i is the temple of the Holy Spirit?” (1Co 6:19), St, Isaac of Nineveh declares, “Lord, 

I give praise to Your holy nature, for You have made my nature a sanctuary for Your 
hiddenness, a tabernacle for Your Mysteries, a place where You can dwell, and a holy temple 
for Your divinity. fi 

In his vision of the kingdom of Heaven, St. John writes, “But I saw no temple in it, 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” (Rev 21: :22), All earthly types 
vanish as the redeemed behold God and the Lamb in unmediated glory (2Pt 1:4), The 
ultimate promise of the tabernacle, the temple and the Church is for God Himself to 
dwell in each believer forever (Jn 14: 16, 17, 23; 17:20-23; see also Rev 3:20). Tar a 












EXODUS 35:34. 


in carving wood, and to work in all man 
of artistic workmanship. *4He has put in his 





mind and in that of Aholiab the son of | 


Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability 
to teach. “He filled them with wisdom, un- 
derstanding, and skill to do all manner of 
work of the holy place, and to weave the 
woven and embroidered work with scarlet 
and fine linen, and to do all work of curious 


workmanship and embroidery.” 

3 6 Now Bezalel and Aholiab, and every 
gifted artisan in whom the Lord put 

wisdom and knowledge to know how to do 

all manner of work for the service of the 

holy place, did according to all the Lord 

commanded. 


= The Gifts of the People =- 

2Then Moses called Bezalel and Aholiab, 
and every gifted artisan in whose heart the 
Lord put wisdom, everyone whose heart 
willed freely to come and do the work.t 
3They received from Moses all the offerings 
the children of Israel brought for all the 
works for making the holy place, and they 
continued bringing him freewill offerings 
every morning. ‘Then all the wise men who 


were doing all the work of the holy place 


came, each according to the work he was 
doing, "and they spoke to Moses, saying, 
“The people bring much more than enough 
for the work the Lord commanded us to 
do.” So Moses gave a commandment and 
proclaimed it throughout the camp, saying, 
“Let neither man nor woman do any more 
work for the offering of the holy place.” 
Thus the people were restrained from 
bringing more,t for the material was suffi- 
cient for all the work to be done—indeed, 
too much. 


-®. Articles for the Tabernacle = 

6Then all the gifted artisans among them 
who worked on Aaron’s garments for the 
holy places did as the Lord commanded 
Moses. He made the ephod of gold, blue, 
purple, spun scarlet, and fine twined linen. 
lOThin plates of gold were then cut into 
threads to be woven into the blue, purple, 
spun scarlet, and fine twined linen; and 





H2 <a 
ner | they formed it as a woven piece. ''He then 


coupled the ephod together from its two 
sides, a work woven by a mutual twisting of 
the parts into one another. They con- 


| structed it according to the same workman- 


ship of gold, blue, purple, spun scarlet, and 
fine twined linen, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. Then they made two emerald 
stones, clasped together and set in gold, 
carved and engraved as signets are en- 
sraved with the names of the sons of Israel. 
l4He attached these as memorial stones to 
the shoulders of the ephod for the children 
of Israel, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

iSThen they made the oracle, a woven 
work of embroidery like the workmanship 
of the ephod, of gold, blue, purple, spun 
scarlet. and fine twined linen. !“They made 
the oracle square by doubling it; a span 
was its length and a span its width when 
doubled. !7Interwoven into this texture was 
a setting of four rows of stones: the first 
row, a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; 
l8and the second row, a carbuncle, a sap- 
phire, and a jasper; and the third row, a 
jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; and 
the fourth row, a chrysolite, a beryl, and an 
onyx, set around with gold and fastened 
with gold. 2!'The twelve stones bore the 
names of the sons of Israel, their names en- 
graved like a signet, each one with its own 
name according to the twelve tribes. Then 
they made on the oracle chains, plaited 
fringes of gold; a work of pure gold. 2° They 
also made two gold bosses and two gold 
rings. 24Then they put the two braided 
chains of gold in the two rings on the ends 
of the oracle. They also attached tw0 
golden clasps to the rings on both sides of 
the oracle, the two clasps to the two cou- 
plings. 2°Then they placed the two gold 


| bosses, joining them to the shoulders of the 
| ephod opposite one another in the front. 


27They made two gold rings and attached 
them to two loops on top of the oracle, nea! 
the back of it, the side toward the ephod. 
28Then they made two gold rings and at- 
tached them below the two shoulders of the 
ephod in front, woven into the ephod like 
the coupling above. 


36:2, 3 Great things were accomplished when the children of Israel freely submitted their will to the 
will of God. Two wills worked in synergy to build the tabernacle—the human will of the people freely 
willing the same thing as the divine will. Great things are also accomplished in the Church when both 


wills work in synergy (Php 2:13). 


36:6, 7 When the will of the people works freely in synergy with the will of God, the offerings exceed 


the needs. God loves this kind of giving (2Co 9:7). 





| 
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29Then they bound the oracle by means 
of its rings to the rings of the ephod witha 
blue cord. 2°That way it would be above 
the intricately woven band of the ephod, 
and the breastplate would not rip away 
from the ephod, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. ?!He made the undergarment of 
the ephod of woven work, all of blue. 3222The 


collar of the undergarment was plaited 


and interwoven, having a border all 
around that it would not tear. 3 Beneath 


the border of the robe there were knobs of | 


flowering pomegranate, constructed of 
blue, purple, spun scarlet, and fine twined 
linen. 

34Then they made bells of pure gold and 
put the bells on the hem of the robe all 


around between the pomegranates. >The | 
golden bells and pomegranates; all the | 
hem of the robe, were for the ministry, as | 


the Lord commanded Moses. “*They made 
fine linen robes, woven work; for Aaron 
and his sons, and belts of fine linen, and 
turbans of fine linen, short trousers of fine 
linen, */and their sashes of fine woven 
linen, blue, purple, spun scarlet, made by a 
weaver according as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

38Then they made the plate of gold, a 
dedicated thing of the holy place, of pure 
gold, and on it he wrote an inscription like 
the engraving of a signet: Holiness to the 
Lord. 3And they tied a blue cord to it to fas- 
ten it above on the turban, in the manner 
the Lord commanded Moses. 


. The Tabernacle of Testimony =- 


4 J. Now they made ten curtains for the 

tabernacle. 2The length of one cur- 
tain was twenty-eight cubits (and thus it 
was for all of them), and the width four 
cubits. “They made the veil of blue, purple, 


spun scarlet, and fine twined linen; a work | 


woven with cherubim. “Then they put it on 
four posts of incorruptible wood overlaid 
with gold; and their capitals were gold, and 
their four bases were silver, For the taber- 
nacle of testimony, they made the veil of 


the door blue, purple, spun scarlet, and fine 


twined linen, a woven work with cherubs; 
Sand they made its five posts with their 
rings, and they gilded their capitals and 
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bands with gold; but their five bases were 
bronze. 

7Then they made the court toward the 
south, and its curtains were of fine twined 
linen, one hundred cubits symmetrically. 
8There were twenty posts for them with 
twenty bases. 9On the north side they were 
a hundred cubits symmetrically. On the 
south side they were a hundred cubits sym- 
metrically with their twenty posts and 


twenty bases. On the west side there were 


curtains of fifty cubits with their ten posts 
and twenty bases. !!On the east side, there 
were curtains of fifty cubits: “with one cur- 
tain on one side of the court entrance of fif- 
teen cubits, with its three posts and bases, 
l3and one on the other side of the court en- 
trance of fifteen cubits, with its three posts 
and. bases. !4All the curtains of the court 
were of fine twined linen. !°The bases of the 
posts were bronze, the hooks of the posts 
were silver, and their capitals were overlaid 
with silver; and all the posts of the court 
were overlaid with silver. '!°The veil of the 
court entrance was a woven work of blue, 
purple, spun scarlet, and fine twined linen. 


Its length was twenty cubits, and its height 
or width was five cubits, corresponding 


with the curtains of the court. "There were 
four posts and bases for the veil, made of 
bronze with their hooks of silver, and their 
capitals overlaid with silver. The pegs all 
around the court were made of bronze and 
overlaid with silver. 

\9So this was the construction of the tab- 
ernacle of testimony, as it was commanded 
to Moses, for the service of the Levites 
through Ithamar, the son of Aaron the 
priest, 2°Bezalel the son of Uri, of the tribe 
of Judah, did as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

2lThere was Aholiab the son of Ahisa- 
mach, of the tribe of Dan, who was a master 
workman of woven and needlework in the 
scarlet and fine linen, 


=, Making the Ark = 


Now Bezalel made the ark.t 2He 
overlaid it with pure gold inside and 
out. ‘He cast for it four golden rings (two 
rings on one side and two on the other), 
wide enough for the poles with which to 
carry it. “He also made the mercy seat 





38: 1 The ark was a type of the Mother of God (Akathist). Inside the ark would be placed! the j jar of 
manna, a type of Christ as the Bread of Life. Also within would be Aaron's rod that budded, a'type ote 
the Life-giving Cross, and the Ten Commandments, which spoke of Christ as the cawe Christ was 
conceived in the Virgin's womb to give life to the world. 


EXODUS 38:6 





above the ark of pure gold,t ®and two 
cherubim of pure goldt 7(a cherub at one 
end of the mercy seat and one at the other 
end), spreading out their wings above the 
mercy seat. 


< The Table of Offering <- 


on one side and two on the other), wide 
enough for the poles with which to carry it. 
lUThen he made the poles of the ark and the 
table and gilded them with gold.t !2He also 
made the utensils of the table, the dishes, 
the censers, the cups, and the pitchers for 
pouring drink offerings, of gold. 


~ The Lampstand -== 

l3He then made the lampstand to give 
light, of gold,t “both its solid stem and the 
branches on each side thereof, !“and the 
blossoms projecting from its branches, 
three on one side and three on the other, 
symmetrical to one another. !®As to the 
lamps on top of them, almond blossoms 
budded from them; and there were sockets 
to hold the lamps, the seventh of which was 
atop the lampstand itself at its summit, all 
of solid gold. "The seven lamps, their 
snuffers and funnels were also made of 
gold. 


cm The Altar > 

l8Then he overlaid the posts with silver 
and cast golden rings for the posts; and he 
gilded the posts supporting the veil with 
gold and made the hooks of gold. !9He also 
made the rings of the tabernacle of gold; 
and the rings of the court and those for 
drawing out the veil above he made of 
bronze. 2°He then cast in silver the capitals 
of the tabernacle, and in bronze, the capi- 
tals of the door of the tabernacle and the 
gate of the court; and he made silver hooks 
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to be attached to the posts. He made of 
bronze all the pegs of the tabernacle and 
the court. 22He made the altar of bronze 
from the censers used by the men engaged 
in Korah’s rebellion. 23He made of bronze 
all the utensils of the altar, and also its 


| | grate, its base, its bowls, and its flesh- 
Then he made the table of offertory of | 


pure gold Wand cast for it four rings (two 


hooks. 24As an appendage to the altar, he 
made a network under the grate, beneath it 
as far as the middle of it; and he fastened 
four rings of bronze to the four sides of the 
appendage, wide enough for the bars so as 
to carry the altar with them: “He also made 
the holy anointing oil and the composition 
of the incense, the pure work of the’ per- 
fumer: z 


A Laver of Bronze .= 

-- 26He made-the laver of bronze and its 

| base of bronze from the bronze mirrors of 
the women who fasted by the doors of the 
tabernacle of witness on the day he set it 
up. 27He made the laver that :in it Moses and 
Aaron and his sons might wash their hands 
and feet. Whenever they went into the tab- 
ernacle of testimony or came near to minis- 
ter at the altar, they washed in it,as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 


~ The Use of the Offerings => 


Now all the gold used in all the pro- 
duction of the holy places was that 

of the offerings: twenty-nine talents and 
seven hundred and twenty shekels, accord- 
ing to the holy shekel. The offering of sil- 
ver from the numbered men of the congre- 
gation was one hundred talents and one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five 
shekels (one drachma per head being a half 
shekel, according to the holy shekel), 3for 
everyone surveyed in the tally from twenty 
years old and up, to the number of six hun- 
dred and three thousand, five hundred and 
fifty. ‘The hundred talents of silver were 





38:5 The mercy seat was a type of the Cross and the shed blood of Christ by which He makes people 
righteous (Rom 3:25), Those cleansed by His precious blood are made righteous immediately. The unbe- 
lieving Jews, however, hoped to obtain righteousness by keeping the commandments of the Law, but 
this was an impossibility, They failed to see what the mercy seat was teaching them, namely, that Christ 
is the mercy seat for their sins and “the end of the law for righteousness" (Rom 10:4). | 


38:6 The cherubim were icons or images of two angels, These were not idols, yet they were part of Is- 
rael’s worship. Similarly, icons used in the Church are not idols. These are venerated, and the honor pal 


to them passes to the ones they image. 


i 


38:11, 12 Worship in Israel was liturgical. Liturgy means "the work of the people." Israel's worship in- 
cluded four orders: the high priest, the priests, the Levites, and Israel in general. Similarly, Church wor- 
ship is liturgical and includes four orders: the bishop (high priest), the priests, the deacons (Levites), and 
the laity. These orders are essential to liturgical worship. ing reste) Jonii ohia 
38:13 The lampstand was a type of Christ as the Light of the world (Jn 8:12). 00> =o 1o 














used to cast the one hundred capitals of the 
tabernacle and the capitals of the veil; a 
hundred capitals to the hundred talents, a 
talent to a capital. >Then from the one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five 
shekels he made hooks for the posts, gilded 
their capitals, and decorated them. ©The 
bronze from the offering was seventy tal- 
ents and a thousand five hundred shekels, 
Tand with it they made the bases for the 
doors of the tabernacle of testimony, *the 
bases for the court all around, the bases for 
the court gate, the pegs for the tabernacle, 
the pegs for all around the court, the 
bronze appendage of the altar, all the ves- 
sels of the altar, and all the instruments of 
the tabernacle of testimony. !°So the chil- 
dren of Israel did as the Lord commanded; 
thus did they. 

_lAIso of the gold that remained from the 
offering they made vessels witha which to 
minister before the Lord. The remaining 
blue, purple, and scarlet.cloth they made 
into liturgical vestments for Aaron,.to min- 
ister in them in the holy, place. 


m Presentation to Moses 7> 

3S0 they brought to Moses the gar- 
ments, the tabernacle and all its vessels, the 
bases and their bars, the posts, !4the ark of 
the covenant and its poles, !*the altar and 
all its vessels, the anointing oil, the incense 
compound, '*the pure lamp and its lamps 
(lamps for burning), the oil for light, '’the 


table of offertory and the bread set forth. | 


upon it and all its utensils, ‘*the garments 
of the holy place, which belong to Aaron 








EXODUS 40:9 
and his sons for ministering as priests, 
the curtains of the court and their posts, 
the veil for the door of the tabernacle, the 
court gate, all the utensils for the taberna- 
cle and all its instruments, “the rams’ skins 
dyed red, the blue coverings and the other 
coverings, 2!the pegs, and all the instru- 





| ments for the work of the tabernacle of tes- 


timony. 22Whatever things the Lord com- 


manded Moses, thus the children of Israel 
made and prepared in every respect. **Then 


Moses looked over all the work, and it was 
done in the manner the Lord commanded 
Moses. They did it in this way, and Moses 
blessed them.t 


w Setting Up the Tabernacle -= 

4 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 

ing,t 2“On the first day of the first 
month, the new moon, you shall set up the 
tabernacle of testimony. *You shall put in it 
the ark of the testimony and cover the ark 
with the veil. 4You shall bring in the table 
and lay out its offering, and bring in the 
lampstand and install its lamps. “You shall 
also set the altar of gold for the incense 
before the ark, and put up the veil for the 
door of the tabernacle of testimony. “Then 
you shall set the altar of the burnt. offer- 
ings before the door of the tabernacle of 
testimony. 7You shall put a cover over the 
tabernacle and consecrate everything per- 
taining to it. 8You shall take the anointing 
oil and anoint the tabernacle and every- 
thing in it; and you shall consecrate it and 
all. its utensils, and it shall be holy. You 


-shall anoint the altar of burnt offerings 


39:23 In six months, what was required for the liturgical worship was completed and brought to Moses 
(vv. 13-22), Moses blessed them to show the end of willing obedience to the Lord is blessing. 

40:1-38 Here the Lord directs Moses to set up the tabernacle for liturgical worship on the first day of 
the first month—one year after Israel came out of Egypt (v. 15), Now the Lord manifested His presence 
in a cloud by day and in fire by night. The tabernacle was filled with the Lord's glory (vv. 28-32). Both 
these items speak of type and prophecy. For the physical manifestations of cloud and fire typify His hu- 


man nature. The glory typifies 


His divine nature—both of which are united in His one Person. And the 


Lord—the source of the glory—is the Father. Thus when He became incarnate, the Cloud and the Fire 
“tabernacled” or dwelt among us (Jn 1:14). And just as some Israelites in the Old Testament could see 
the cloud and the fire—but not the glory within it—so too, some saw Jesus in the flesh, but did not see 
the glory of His divinity. They failed to see Him as the very Lord God who spoke to Moses and directed 


him in establishing the tabernacle of Testimony. 


At His conception, the Son of God (“the Power") “overshadowed” the Virgin Mary and became a 
Man in her womb (Lk 1:35). When He overshadowed the tabernacle, this became a type of His 
overshadowing Mary at His conception. And as He led Israel by the cloud and the fire (vv. 30-32), the 


Incarnate Lord now leads His C 


hurch. For the Church hears His voice and follows Him, as Israel did when 


they heard His voice speaking in and through Moses. 

| [=< - 
40:1-5, 9, 10, 16, 34, 35 These verses are read during the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Mother 
of God into the Temple. 
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and all its utensils and consecrate the altar. 


The altar shall be most holy. 
-. Entrance of the Priests s7 


“Then you shall bring Aaron and his 
sons to the doors of the tabernacle of testi- 


mony and wash them with water. 11You 


shall put the holy garments on Aaron and 
anoint and consecrate him that he may 
minister to Me as priest. !2You shall also 
bring his sons and put garments on them. 


'SYou shall anoint them as you anointed | 


their father, so they may minister to Me as 
priests; for their anointing shall surely be 
an everlasting priesthood throughout their 
generations.” '*Thus Moses did; according 
to all the Lord commanded him; so he 


m The Work Is Finished = 

'SThen it came to pass in the first month 
of the second year after their departure 
from Egypt, on the first day of the month, 
the tabernacle was set up. !°So Moses set 
up the tabernacle, placed the capitals, in- 
serted the bars, and set up the posts. "He 
spread out the curtains over the tabernacle 
and put the veil of the tabernacle on it 
above, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

'8Then he took the testimonies, put them 
into the ark, and inserted the poles under 
the ark. He then brought the ark into the 
tabernacle, hung up the veil of the cover- 
ing, and partitioned off the ark of the testi- 
mony, as the Lord commanded Moses. 2°He 


put the table in the tabernacle of testimony, 
on the north side of the tabernacle of testi. 
mony, outside the veil of the tabernacle 
“He also set the bread of the offertory 
upon it before the Lord, in the manner the 
Lord commanded Moses: 22Then he put the 
lampstand in the tabernacle of testimony, 
on the south side of the tabernacle; Zand 
he placed its lamps before the Lord, as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 24He also put the 


front of the veil; Sand he burned the in- 
cense compound on it, as the Lord. com- 
manded Moses. #°Then he put the altar of 
burnt offering before the doors of the tab- 
ernacie. «/He also. set up the court all 


did. around the tabernacle and. the altar. So 


| Moses finished al! the work. 


| æ The Overshadowing Cloud > 


of testimony, and the tabernacle was filled 
with the Lord’s glory.t 29But Moses was not 
able to enter the tabernacle of testimony 
because the cloud overshadowed it, and the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
Whenever the cloud ascended from the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel prepared 
to depart with their belongings. 31But if the 
cloud did not ascend, they did not prepare 
to depart until the cloud ascended. 32For be- 
fore all Israel, throughout all their jour- 
neys, the cloud was above the tabernacle 
by day, and fire was over it by night. 





40:28 The tabernacle was a type of the Mother of God, and the cloud was the presence of the Holy 


Trinity. When God the Word was conceived in her womb, the Holy Spirit came upon her, and the Power 
of the Highest overshadowed her (Lk 1:35). The Power was the Son and the Highest was the Father. The 
Son became incarnate, but all three Persons were actively involved. 








gold altar in the tabernacle of testimony in — 


28Then the cloud covered the tabernacle : 


: 


| 
| 





Rpg times, ‘usually to ee y a han Both Israel and the Church — 
traditionally ascribe: authorship to Moses. Ot) | ji Í 


Date-The place and time at which this book was given is specifically depricd 
as during the sojourn at Mt. Sinai (7: 38; 25: ie 26: 46: 27:34), pit 


Ma jor Theme How to worship God, TESI is our first-ever book of SETARE Ie 
was especially written for priests to teach the Israelites how to rightly worship 
God. This book points out the differences between God’s laws for His people 

_and those of the polytheistic, idolatrous, corrupt nations surrounding them. 
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy” (19:2). 


-Back round —"The opening statement (1:1) presupposes the Tabernae has. 
been erected, as described in Exodus 40. God spoke to Moses from the 

“tabernacle of testimony” (1:1), or “on the Mount” (Ex 25: 1), or “upon the 
door of the tabernacle” (Nm 12:5). The writing of this book took place five i 
monthsžafter Israel left Mt: Sinai. 
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LEVITICUS I:I 118 | fo ee ee 
young bull before the Lord; and the priests 
Aaron’s sons, shall offer the blood and 
sprinkle the blood all around on the altar | 
the doors of the tabernacle of testimony — 
6Then he shall skin the whole burnt offering 
and cut it into its pieces. “The sons of Aaron 
the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay 
the wood on the fire. *Then the priests | 
Aaron’s sons, shall lay the parts, the head 
and the fat, upon the wood and fire on the 
altar; but he shall wash its entrails and its — 
legs with water. The priest shall then put all 
of it on the altar as a burnt offering, a sacri- 
fice for a sweet aroma to the Lord.t 

l0‘Tf his gift to the Lord should be from 


1:2 The statement, If a man among you should offer gifts to the Lord, emphasizes the freewill charac- 
teristic of any offering. God never forces anyone to worship Him. : 

Offering animal sacrifices to the Lord was not new and was well known in antiquity. Both Abel and 
Abraham offered animal sacrifices to the Lord (Gn 4; 22). What are newly introduced are (1) the specific 
instructions about the sacrifices, (2) the enumeration of them, and (3) laws governing where, how, and 
by whom they were to be offered: cs 

God gave these instructions for the benefit of both Israel and those under the new covenant, for 
their purpose was to lead mankind to Christ. St. Paul says, “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us 
to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor” 
(Gal 3:24, 25). SS 

Only domesticated animals could be offered to God—animals dependent on the people, who in turn 
depended on them. These sacrificial animals were a type of Christ, “the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). 

1:3 All such animals were to be without blemish to be acceptable to God: These unblemished animals were 
types of Christ: “How much more shail the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb 9:14). 

1:4 In the Levitical liturgy of worship, the people participated in the worship. They were not passive 
observers who watched while the priests did all the work, for the word /iturgy means the work of the 
people. Both priest and people were actively involved. Similarly, in the new covenant liturgy of worship, 
both laity and clergy actively participate in the worship. 

Here, the worshiper placed his hand on the head of the animal and killed it, and in so doing was 
united with the offering; for the animal’s death became the death of the offerer. Similarly, in baptism, 
the worshiper is united with Christ, for Christ's death becomes in the mystery of baptism the very death, 
burial, and resurrection of the one baptized (Rom 6:3, 4). 

In the Levitical liturgy of worship, the burnt offering was accepted as an atonement on behalf of the 
worshiper. Atonement is reconciliation to God. Similarly, in the new covenant liturgy of worship, Christ's 
offering of Himself is accepted as the worshiper’s means of reconciliation to God (Rom 5:10, 11: 2Co 5:18). 
1:5 Aaron, the high priest, and his sons were types of the new covenant clergy. Under the new, | 
covenant, Jesus Christ is the Great High Priest. As High Priest, He is both the one who offers and the 
one who is offered as the sacrifice. Prior to the Great Entrance in the Divine Liturgy, the priest prays, 
“For Thou art He who offers and is offered.” Without Him to offer, no offering can be made. Apart 
from Him, no sacrifice is acceptable to God. This relationship will be seen often throughout Leviticus, 
and much will be gained by careful observation of Israel's Old Testament service of worship. 

A life was given to God and that life was in the blood of the animal offered. It'was acceptable to 
God as atonement for the offerer. Its fulfillment is made known in Heb 9:11-22. Verse 14 clearly shows 
the role of the blood of Christ in giving people access to the Holy Trinity: “How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living God?” | rR 
1:9 The whole burnt offering was totally consumed on the altar—an unmistakable picture of complete 
commitment to God. The Church displays this spirit of commitment in its responsive prayers; “Let us 
commend ourselves and each other and all our life unto Christ our God.” Naan 

The burnt offering was a sweet aroma to the Father. This aroma speaks of the love of Christ in giving 
Himself as an offering and sacrifice for us, for no aroma is sweeter to the Father than this, When we 
walk in this love, we, too, are a sweet aroma to Him (Eph 5:2). 














w Burnt Offerings = 


Now the Lord called to Moses, and 

spoke to him from the tabernacle of tes- | 
timony, saying, 2“Speak to the children of | 
Israel, and say to them, ‘If a man among you 
Should offer gifts to the Lord from the cat- 
tle—the oxen or the sheep—you shall offer 
your gifts.t If his gift should be a whole 
burnt offering from the oxen, he shall offer 
a male without blemish. He shall offer it at 
the door of the tabernacle of testimony as 
acceptable before the Lord.t 4Then he shall 
put his hand on the head of the burnt offer- 
ing, and it will be accepted on his behalf to 
make atonement for him.t 5He shall kill the | 
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q whole burnt offering, he shall offer a 
male without blemish, and put his hand on 
its head. ''He shall kill it on the north side 


of the altar before the Lord} and the priests, | 


Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle its blood all 
around on the altar. Then they shall cut it 
into its pieces, with its head and its fat; and 
the priests shall lay them upon the wood 
and fire on the altar; but he shall wash the 
entrails and the legs with water. Then 
the priest shall offer all of it, and put it on 
the altar as a burnt offering, a sacrifice for 
a sweet aroma to the Lord. 
14‘But if you should offer a gift to the 
Lord from the birds for a burnt offering, he 
shall offer his gift from the turtledoves or 
young pigeons. The priest shall offer it on 
the altar, wring off its head; and put it on 
the altar; its blood shall be drained out 
at the base of the altar. “Then he shall re- 
move its crop with its feathers, anc cast it 
beside the altar on the east side, into the 
place for ashes. !’Then se shall split it at its 
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6 ‘Now if a soul should offer a gift for a 
grain offering to the Lord, his gift shall 
be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, 
and put frankincense on it.t @He shall bring 
it to Aaron’s sons, the priests, one of whom 


| shall take from it his handful of fine flour 


and oil with all the frankincense. Then the 
priest shall put it on the altar as a memo- 
rial, a sacrifice for a sweet aroma to the 
Lord.t *The rest of the grain offering shall 
be Aaron’s and his sons. It is the most holy 
of the Lord’s sacrifices. 4But if you should 
offer a gift as a grain offering baked in the 
oven, a gift of fine flour to the Lord, it shall 
be unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed 
with oil, or unleavyened wafers anointed 
with oil.t “But if your gift should be a grain 
offering fried:in a pan, it shall be of fine 
flour, unleavened; and mixed with oil. “You 
shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it 
is a grain offering to the Lord. ‘If your gift 
should be a grain offering from the grate, it 
shali be made of fine flour with oil. You 


wings, but shall not divide it; and the priest | shail offer the grain offering made of these 
shall put it upon the wood and fire on the | things to the Lord; and when it is presented 


altar as a burnt offering. a sacrifice for a 
sweet aroma to the Lord. 





to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. 


| 9Then the priest shall take from the grain 


2:1 Offerings were gifts in order to gain the grace of the one to whom the gift was offered 
(Gn 32:13-21). So it was imperative that the offering be acceptable to the one receiving it. Likewise in 
Leviticus, gifts acceptable to God were carefully prescribed to Israel. 

The grain offering of cultivated wheat milled into fine flour was offered as the fruit of the people's 
labor. As the animals offered were not wild but domestic, so wild grains were not offered. The grain 
offering pictures Christ as the totally acceptable grain offering to God—He who offers all His works as 
an acceptable offering to the Father. In Jn 12:24, He says of Himself, “Most assuredly, |-say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces. much grain.” 
Jesus Himself.is the grain of wheat that died and rose again as man’s true spiritual food—the living 
bread that came down out of heaven to give life to the world (Jn 6:41-51). 

The grain offering also pictures the faithful of the Church who offer to God for His blessing the works 
of their hands as co-laborers with Him. As St. Paul wrote, “We are God's fellow workers” (1Co 3:9). 

Oil added to the flour typifies the work of the Holy Spirit. Christ offered Himself to the Father | 
through the Holy Spirit (Heb 9:14). The Holy Spirit also helps us co-labor with God that our labors might 


be acceptable to Him (Acts 1:8; Eph 5:18). 


Frankincense was also added to the various grain offerings. It typified the prayers of the Church. In 
Vespers, the Church sings, “Let my prayer arise in Your sight as incense.” Co-laboring with God must be 


accompanied by prayer. 


2:2 The priest placed the grain offering on the altar as a memorial. This memorial speaks of Christ 
len He established the Eucharist on Great and Holy Thursday. He said, “Do this in remembrance of 
Me” (Lk 22:19), Remembrance of Him is more than the memory of Christ's death on the cross in history. 


It also includes the sprinkling of His precious blood in heaven when He ascended on high (Heb 9:23, 24). 


US, in partaking of His body and blood in the Eucharist, the Church eats and drinks eternal life, for 


His flesh is life-giving. 


2:4, 5 The grain offering baked in the oven was to be without either leaven or honey (v. 11). As used 


ere, leaven and honey typify sin and its corruption. Thus, concerning leaven, St. Paul writes, "Therefore 


et us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the - 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1Co 5:8), Christ was without sin (Jn 8:46; Heb 7:26-28), and 
Wwe are to cleanse ourselves from allsin; for sin has no place In the Christian way of life. 0 T 
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offering its memorial portion, and put it on | Lord.t ?Then he shall put his hands on the 
the altar as a burnt offering, for a sweet | head of his gift, and kill it at the doors of the 
aroma to the Lord. But what is left of the | tabernacle of testimony; and Aaron’s sons, — 
grain offering shall be Aaron’s and his | the priests, shall sprinkle the blood all 
sons. It is the most holy of the Lord’s burnt | around on the altar of whole burnt offering — 
offerings. 3He shall then offer from the peace offering 

“No grain offering you offer to the Lord | a burnt offering to the Lord; and he shall 
shall be made with leaven, for you shall | remove its fat that covers the entrails, all — 
burn no leaven or honey in any burnt offer- | the fat on the entrails,t 4the two kidneys and 
ing to the Lord. !*As for a gift of firstfruits, | the fat on them by the flanks, and the fatty 
you shall offer them to the Lord, but they | lobe attached to the liver above the kidneys, 
shall not be offered on the altar for a sweet | 54nd Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall offer 
aroma. Now every gift of your grain offer- | these upon the wood and fire on the altar of 
ing you shall season with salt; you shall not | whole burnt offering as.a burnt offering, for 
allow the salt of the Lord’s covenant to be | a cweet aroma to the Lord. 








lacking from your grain offerings. With 6‘Now if his peace offering. should be a 
every gift you shall offer salt to the Lord | sift from the sheep, whether male. or-fe- 
your God." Mf you should offer a grain of- | male, he shall offer it without blemish. ‘If | 
fering of your firstiruits to the Lord, you | he should offer a lamb as his gift, then he 

shall offer for the grain offering of your | shai. offer it without blemish. *Then-he | 


firstfruits green heads of grain roasted on RAS ree his ma i 
the fire, grain beaten from full heads for | shall. put his-hands ‘onthe: head-et ais eam 


fhe Word TANS voll shalliGHervour eran | and kill it before the doors of the taberna- ` 
S i cr yOu rail > e ; ’ 
offering of firstfruits. 5Then you shal! put | © Ob testimony; gno Ap anon Ss SoD 
3 PAA I OT Sa e | priests, shall sprinkle its:blood. all-around 
oil on it, and put frankincense on it. It is a | * th itar.t 9He shall th ffer from th | 
grain offering. “The priest shall then offer | 22 e-altar. “re shall t CO OTETE OR me | 
| peace offering, a burnt offering to God; and | 


its memorial portion: its beaten grain and | Sa 
oil, with all the frankincense. It is‘a burnt | PE Shall remove its fat, the whole fat tail | 








éfene tothe ord. | close to the backbone, the fat that covers | 
B the entrails, all the fat on the-entrails, Uthe | 
~ Peace Offerings a two-kidneys and the fat on them by the — 


‘Now if his gift for the Lord should be a | flanks, and tthe fatty lobe attached to 

| peace offering, and if he should offer it | the liver above the kidneys; !tand the priest 
from the oxen, whether male or female, he | shall offer these on the altar as-a burnt of- 
shall offer it without blemish before the | fering, for a sweet aroma to the Lord. 





2:13 Salt, a symbol of an indissoluble covenant, was added to this offering. The oil symbolized the Holy 

Spirit, and incense was a symbol of prayer. Further, “In Leviticus, every gift, unless it is seasoned with 

salt, is forbidden to be offered as an oblation to the Lord God. Now the whole spiritual meditation of | 

the Scriptures is given to us as salt which stings in order to benefit, and which disinfects, without which 

it is impossible for a soul, by means of reason, to be brought to the Almighty; for ‘ye are the salt of the 

earth,’ said the Lord to the apostles” (Meth). airiatieal! 

3:1 The peace offering was not new, but the laws governing it were new—the how; by whom and! 

where it was to be offered. Gn 31:54 provides background for the peace offering: “Then Jacob offered 

a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his brethren; and they ate bread'and drank and stayed all night 

on the mountain.” They dined together in peace. Lv 7:11-34; 19:5-8; 22:21-25 also provide more details 

concerning the peace offering. Christ Himself is our peace offering (Eph 2:14; Col,1:20),.and through —. 

Him we are reconciled to God and one another in peace. Through Him we also offer our entire self— 

body and soul—to God, with whom we find peace (Rom 5:1, 10). a wens reg 

3:3-5 Portions of the animal were offered as a burnt offering to God, but in the new covenant we are 

to offer all the members of our body to Him, in the service of righteousness and holiness (Rom 6:19; 

12:1; GrgTheo; Nic), , Any Ain) BvD i HSN Rus SAP ataa oat 

3:8 The sacrificial animal was to be killed before the doors of the tabernacle of testimony. The blood 

was then sprinkled all around on the altar. Both statements show the close connection between the ~ 

altar and the tabernacle of testimony. The altar speaks of the cross, and the tabernacle speaks of — 

heaven. Thus, the cross is connected to heaven, for after Jesus ascended to the Father, He sprinkled His | 

blood on the heavenly altar (Heb 9;11-24), aP asi l iw Tory | et 
The Church worships in heaven, for worship is heaven on earth. Thus, the bread and wine of the Eu- 

charist become in a mystery the body and blood of Christ, His very blood sprinkled on the heavenly altar. 











‘Now if his gift should be from the 
goats, then he shall offer it before the Lord. 
i3He shall put his hands on its head, and 
kill it before the Lord at the doors of the 
tabernacle of testimony; and Aaron’s sons, 
the priests, shall sprinkle its: blood all 


around on the altar. “Then he shall offer. 


his burnt offering to the Lord; and he shall 
remove its fat that covers the entrails, all 
the fat on the entrails, the two kidneys 
and the fat on them by the flanks, and the 
fatty lobe attached to the liver above the 
kidneys; !ŝand the priest shall offer these 
on the altar as a burnt offering, for a sweet 
aroma to the Lord. All the fat is the Lord’s.t 
"This shall be a perpetual ordinance 
throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings: you shall eat neither fat nor 
blood, ” 


w Sin Offerings: 
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Speak to the children of Israel. say- 
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and does anything against them,’ teven if 
he should be the anointed priest, and 
should sin to the detriment of the people, 
he shall offer to the Lord for the sin he 
committed a young bull without blemish 
from the oxen as a sin offering.t 4He shall 
offer the young bull at the door of the tab- 
ernacle of testimony before the Lord, put 
his hand on the young bull’s head, and kill 
the young bull before the Lord. ‘Then the 
anointed and consecrated priest shall take 
some of the young bull’s blood and bring it 
to the tabernacle of testimony. ®The priest 
shall dip his finger in the blood and sprin- 
kle some of the blood seven times before 
the Lord, in front of the veil of the holy 
place.t "Then the priest shall put some of 
the blood of the young bull on the horns of 
the altar of the Incense compound before the 
Lord in the tabernacle of testimony; and he 
Shall pour the remaining blood of the 
young bull at the base of the altar of whole 


| burnt offering, which is at the door of the 
ing, ‘If a soul should sin involuntarily | 


tabernacle of testimony. 8He shall take 


before the Lord against any of the Lord’s | 
ordinances, which ought not to be done, 


from it all the fat of the young bull as the 
sin offering. The fat that covers the entrails 


3:16 Anyone eating the fat portions of the offered animal was cut off from his people. The fat was 
considered the best, and the best was to be reserved for the Lord alone. As to the blood, it was never 
to be eaten. God's response is strong: “| will set My face against that soul who eats blood and will ut- 
terly destroy him from among his people” (17:10). Not only-is the life of the flesh in the blood, but the 
blood has been given by God to make atonement for the soul (17:11: see notes on 17:1 1). 

4:2 The sin offering only covered sins committed involuntarily, that is, sins committed in ignorance of 
the Law (v. 13). In the Law of Moses, no provision was made for willful sins, which are called sins of ar- 
rogance: “But the soul who may do something with a hand of arrogance, whether he is native-born or 
a resident alien, that one is provoking God; and he shall be utterly destroyed from among His people” 
(Nm 15:30). Willful sins were sins committed with knowledge of the Law. But in Christ all sins are remit- 
ted—voluntary sins, involuntary sins, and sins in thought, word, and deed—if there is appropriate re- 
pentance. 
4:3 A Levitical priest is called the anointed priest. Anointed is the word from which the name Christ is 
derived. “Moses was the first to make known the name Christ as being especially august and glorious. 
When he delivered types and symbols of heavenly things, and mysterious images, in accordance with 
the oracle which said to him, ‘Look that you make all things according to the pattern shown you in the 
mount,’ he consecrated a man high priest of God, in so far as that was possible, and him he called 
Christ. And thus to this dignity of the high priesthood, which in his opinion surpassed the most honor- 
able position among men, he attached for the sake of honor and glory the name of Christ” (Eusb). 

The involuntary sin of some individual may have been detrimental not only to himself but also to oth- 
ers. This was especially true of a priest who sinned. “Wishing to show that sins receive more serious pun- 
ishment by far when they occur in the case of the priest than in the case of the laity, Moses enjoins as 
great a sacrifice to be offered for the priest as for the whole people, and this amounts to a proof on his 
part, that the wounds of the priesthood need more assistance, that is, as great as those of all the people 
together” (JohnChr). The sins of the priesthood under the new covenant also carry as much guilt as those 
of the entire Church, The priesthood therefore has the awesome responsibility of living a holy life, 

4:6, 17 The blood was also treated differently in the variations of the sin offering—those for the 


anointed priest, the whole congregation, etc. In the case of the priest and the whole congregation, the 
blood:was sprinkled (1) before the veil in the Holy Place, a sai 


(3) 


holy-of holies with His own blood, and presents 
can get closer to God than that. 





at the altar of burnt offering, We see this type fulfilled in Jesus, who went 


(2) on the horns of the altar of incense, and 
into the very heavenly 


it before God continually (Heb 8:1-6; 9:1 1-13). No one | 


inl ia |! F} 
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and all the fat on the entrails, *the two kid- 
neys and the fat on them by the flanks, and 
the fatty lobe attached to the liver above the 
kidneys, he shall remove, Vas it was taken 
from the young bull of the sacrifice of the 
peace offering; and the priest shall burn 
them on the altar of burnt offering. !!But the 
young bull’s hide and all its flesh, with its 
head and legs, its entrails and excrement— 
12the whole young bull he shall carry out- 
side the camp to a clean place, where the 
ashes are poured out, and burn it on wood | 
with fire: where the ashes are poured out it 
shall be burned.t 

13‘Now if the whole congregation of Israel 
acts involuntarily in ignorance, and it is hid- 
den from the eyes of the assembly, and they 
did something against any of the Lord's 
commandments, which should not be done, 
and committed sin;t '4when the, sin they 
committed becomes known, then the as- 
sembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, 
and offer it before the doors of the taberna- 
cle of testimony. Then the elders. of the 
congregation shall put their hands on the | Lord. It is a sin offering. 2°The priest_shall 
head of the young bull before the Lord. | then take some of the blood of the sin offer- 
The young bull shall then be killed before ing with his finger, put it on the horns of the 





of testimony; and he shall pour the remain. 
ing blood at the base of the altar of burnt of. 
fering, which is at the door of the taberna. 
cle of testimony. !?He shall take all the fat 
from it and offer it on the altar. 20Then he 
shall do with the young bull as he did with 
the young bull of the sin offering; thus he 
shall do with it, So the priest shall make 
atonement for them, and their sin shall be 
remitted them. *!Then they Shall carry the 
young bull outside the camp, and burn it as 


offering for the assembly. Now, if a ruler 
should sin, and do something against any of 
the commandments of the Lord their God, 
which should not be done, and commits sin 
involuntarily,t Zand the sin he committed 


his gift a kid of the goats, a male without 
blemish. 24He shall put his hand on the head 
of the kid and kill it at the place where they 


the Lord. !6The anointed priest shall bring | altar of whole burnt offering, and pour its | 
some of the young bull’s blood to the taber- | remaining blood at the base of the altarof | 


nacle of testimony; !7Then the priest shall | whole burnt offering. 28Then-he shall offer 
dip his finger in the blood of the young bull,.| all its fatto the altar, like the fat of the sac 
and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord, rifice of the peace offering. So: the priest 
in front of the veil of the holy place: !8The | shall make atonement for him concerning 
priest shall put some of the blood on the his sin, and it shall be remitted him. 





4:12, 21 The sin offering for the priest and all the people had to be burned outside the camp. When 
any blood was taken into the holy place, the remains of the animal of the sin offering had to be com- 
pletely burned outside the camp. Regarding Jesus, this point is precisely made in Hebrews: “For the 
bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the'sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered outside the gate” (Heb 13:11, 12). Jesus said, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe 
Me; for he wrote about Me” (Jn:5:46). Thus, according to His own words, the sin offering in Leviticus is 
about Himself. | | 

4:13-21 There is such a thing as corporate sin. Here, the whole congregation of Israel sins (see also 

Nm 15:22-26). This typified the Church in the new covenant. Why? Because God holds his people ac- 
countable—individually and corporately—and even if unknown, sin will still have consequences. When 
sin becomes known, there must be an offering, because the people of God have a responsibility to rep- 
resent God to the world. Thus, their failure is a disaster to the world around them. Paul says of Israel, 
"For ‘the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you'" (Rom. 2:24). 

4:22-26 There was a distinction of accountability between a private individual's sin and the sin of the 
political leader or ruler. And though there may be no awareness of sins committed, consequences fe 
main, and ignorance is not an legitimate excuse. Therefore, it is good to pray for “the president and all 
civil authorities,” a prayer said in most all our church services, for at the day of judgment, they will be 
accountable before God for their sins and the consequences of them for those they governed. This is 
equally true for all nations, even for a democracy. As St. Paul indicates, rulers are appointed by God, not 
by the people: “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority 
resists the ordinance of God” (Rom 13:1, 2). at it “A 





they burned the first young bull. It is a sin | 


comes to his knowledge, he shall offer as | 


kill the whole burnt offering before the | 


horns of the altar of the incense compound, | 
which is before the Lord in the tabernacle | 








| 











“If any soul of the people of the land 
should sin involuntarily by doing some- 
thing against any of the Lord’s command- 
ments, which ought not to be done, and 
commits sin,t 28and the sin he committed 
comes to his knowledge, then he shall 
bring a kid of the goats, a female without 
blemish, for the sin he committed. 29He 
shall put his hand on the head of his sin of- 
fering and kill the kid of the sin offering at 
the place of the whole burnt offering. 
Then the priest shall take some of its 


blood with his finger, put it on the horns of | 


the altar of whole burnt offering, and pour 
all its remaining blood at the base of the al- 
tar. !He shall remove all its fat, as fat is re- 
moved from the sacrifice of the peace offer- 
ing; and the priest shall offer it on the altar 
for a sweet aroma to the Lord. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him, and it shall 
be remitted him. °2If he should bring as his 
gift a sheep for asin offering, he shall offer 
a female without blemish. 2°The: 
put his hand on the head-of the sia offering 

and kill it as a sin offering at the place 
where they kill the whole burnt offering. 
*4The priest shall take some. of the blood of 
the sin offering with his finger, put it on the 
horns of the altar of whole burnt offering, 
and pour all its remaining blood at the base 
of the altar. *°He shall remove all its fat; as 
the fat of the sheep is removed from the 
sacrifice of the peace offering. Then the 
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i He shall | 
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| Dreni shall) put tit dt on the altar for a whole 


burnt offering to the Lord. So the priest 
Shall make atonement for his sin he com- 
mitted, and it shall be remitted him. 


= Trespass Offerings ~- 
5 ‘Now if a soul should sin in hearing the 
7 utterance of an oath, and is a witness, 
whether he saw or knew of the matter—if 
he does not tell it, he shall bear his guilt. 2Or 
if a soul should touch any unclean thing, 


whether it is the carcass of an unclean ani- 
mal, or one torn by a wild animal, or the 


| unclean carcasses of creeping things, or the 


unclean carcasses of cattle;t 3or should 
touch human uncleanness—even by any 
uncleanness, which by touching it he is 
defiled—and he is unaware of it, but after- 
wards becomes aware, he shall bear his 
guilt.:4Or if a soul should swear, speaking 
thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil or 


good, whatever a man may pronounce by 


an oath, and it should escape his notice— 
and thus he should sin in one of these 
things, “then he shall confess his sin in that 
thing; “and he shall bring for his trespass 
against the Lord, and for his guilt, a female 
from the sheep, a lamb, or a kid of the goats 
as a sin offering. So the priest shall make 
atonement for him concerning the sin he 
committed, and it shall be remitted him.t 
“But if he should be unable to afford a 
sheep, he shall bring for the sin he commit- 





4:27-35 Though the common people are. less accountable before God for their sins, more is said about 
their individual offerings than those of priest, the entire congregation together, or a ruler. The sin offer- 
ings of the individuals make up the greater part of all sin offerings made. Thus, provision must be made 


for all, even the poorest (see also Nm 15:27-29). 


The type here reveals Christ the sinless One as being the offering for sin: "For He made Him who. 
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2Co 5; 21). He is 
accessible to all as an offering—to priest, congregation, ruler, or any individual. One's station in life or 


wealth is no issue. 


5:2, 3 Under the Law of Moses, to touch any unclean thing—the carcass of an unclean animal, or an 
animal killed by a wild animal, or unclean carcasses of creeping things, or the unclean carcasses of cat- 
tle, or any human uncleanness—was sin. This uncleanness was a type of uncleanness relating to both 
soul and body, Rom 1:23-32; Gal 5:18-21; Eph 5:3-5 list examples of such uncleanness. 

Under the new covenant, to live an unclean life in body and soul is contrary to the teachings of Christ 
(Eph 4:19, 20). Therefore, we must not touch what is unclean, but if we do, we must cleanse ourselves 


to be acceptable to the Father (2Co 6:17—7;1). 


5:6 Involuntary sin committed contrary to the Mosaic Law—such as failing to give testimony regarding — 
an oath heard (v. 1), any uncleanness (vv. 2, 3), sinning with the tongue (v. 4)—required confession, 
which includes knowledge of the sin and genuine repentance. Under the new covenant, any sin of 
thought, word, or deed, whether voluntary or involuntary, is to be confessed to God, and He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive and cleanse the confessor, If we genuinely confess our known sins, He even 
forgives and cleanses the unknown ones as we walk in the light (1Jn 1:7-9). 

The priest would make atonement for the sinner, that is, reconcile him with God. This speaks of, 
Christ, our Great High Priest, who is now in the heavenly holy of holies reconciling the edant sinner- 


through His precious blood. He cleanses and remits the sins of the repentant. 


“i 
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ted two turtledoves or two young pigeons 
to the Lord: one as a sin offering and the 
other as a whole burnt offering. §He shall 
bring them to the priest, who shall offer 
the first one as a sin offering. Then he shall 
wring off its head from its neck, but shall 
not divide it. °Then he shall sprinkle some 
of the blood of the sin offering on the side 
of the altar, but the rest of the blood shall 
be drained out at the base of the altar. It is 
a sin offering. He shall then make the 
second one a whole burnt offering accord- 
ing to the prescribed manner. So the priest 
shall make atonement on his behalf for the 
sin he committed, and it shall be remitted 
him. Now if he should be unable to afford 
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
he shall bring for his sin a gift: one-tenth 
of an ephah of fine flour as a sin offering. 
He shall put no oil on it, nor shall he put 
frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering.! 
Then he shall bring it to the priest, and 
the priest shall take his handful asa me- 
morial portion and put it on the altar of 
whole burnt offerings to the Lord. It is. a 
sin offering. !*The priest shall make atone- 
ment for him, for the sin he committed in 
any of these matters; and it shall be remit- 
ted him. The rest shall be the priest’s as a 
grain offering.’ ” 


= Restitution Offerings m- 

'4Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
1“Now if a soul should be oblivious and sin 
involuntarily in regard to the holy things of 
the Lord, he shall bring to the Lord for his 
trespass in which he transgressed a ram 
without blemish from the sheep, with your 
valuation in shekels of silver according to 
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the shekel of the holy place.t 'Thus he 


shall make restitution wherein he sinned in | 
regard to the holy things, and he shall add | 
one-fifth to give to the priest. So the priest | 


Shall make atonement for him with the ram 
of the trespass offering, and it shall be re. 
mitted him. 

“Now if a soul should sin and do any. 
thing against the Lord’s commandments, 
though he may not know it, nevertheless, 

| he trespassed and shall bear his guilt. 1859 
| he shall bring to the priest a ram without 
| blemish from the sheep for a trespass offer- 


| ing, with your valuation of silver. So the | 
| priest shall make atonement for him re- | 


| 
| garding his ignorance in which he erred 
| but did not Know it, and it shall be remitted 


| him. "It is a trespass offering; he has cer- 


_ tainly trespassed against the Lord.” 

“Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
_21“Now if a soul should sin and actually dis- 
regard the Lord’s commandments by lying 
ito his neighbor about a deposit entrusted 
to him for safekeeping, or about a joint- 
| ownership, or about a robbery, or if he 
| wronged his neighbor in something, “or if 





he found what was lost and should lie 


about it and swear falsely—in any one of 
| these things a man may do when he sins: 
| then it Shall be, whenever he should tres- 
| pass and is guilty, he shall restore what he 
| Stole, or the thing he extorted, or what was 
delivered to him for safekeeping, or the lost 
thing he found, 24or everything about which 
he swore falsely. He shall restore its full 
value, add one-fifth more to it, and give it to 
whomever it belongs on the day his tres- 
pass is brought to light.t 25Then he shall 





5:11 Under the Law of Moses, poverty was no hindrance to attaining the remission of sins. Under the 
new covenant, Christ became poor for our sakes, for poverty cannot keep a person from Him and His 
salvation (2Co 8:9). But love of riches does (Mt 6:24), 

5:15, 21, 25 The sin offering and the trespass offering were similar in that both were offered for trans- 
gressing the Lord’s commandments. They were distinct in that the trespass offering also included offer- 
ings for transgressions committed against one’s neighbor. But no special provisions were made for the 
poor in their transgressions against a neighbor, as was the case with the sin offering. Everyone, whether 
rich or poor; was on equal footing in this regard. The poor had no more excuse for infringing on the 


rights of others than the rich. 


In this modern era, some believe the poor have the right to steal from the rich, but poverty is no jus 


tification for sinning against a neighbor. 
law is fulfilled through love of neighbor, 


Nor do the rich have any excuse for transgressions. But God's 
whether they are rich or poor. 


5:24-26 Full restoration was to be made, with one-fifth more added to it. This restoration evidenced at 
least two things on the part of the offender. It showed genuine repentance toward God and love to- 


ward neighbor. With these two things in place, 
atoned for. 

Zacchaeus made full restitution to his neighbors, 
part. Thus, the Lord said of him, 


the trespass offering was then brought and the sin 


which showed genuine repentance and love on his 
“Today salvation has come to this house” 
part, made full restitution for sins and trespasses plus one-fifth more, through the cross. 


(Lk 19:9). Jesus also, for His 


omi h 





[25 LEVITICUS 6:16 











of the altar before the Lord. He shall take 
from it his handful of the fine flour of the 
grain offering, with its oil and frankincense 
which is on the grain offering, and offer it 
on the altar of burnt offering for a sweet 
aroma, a memorial to the Lord. *Then 
- Aaron and his sons shall eat what is left. It 
shall be eaten in a holy place, in the court 
of the tabernacle of testimony.t It shall 
not be baked with leaven. I gave it to them 
as their portion of the Lord’s burnt offer- 
ings; it is most holy, like the sin offering 
and the trespass offering. !!All the males of 





bring to the priest his trespass offering to 
the Lord, a ram without blemish from the 
sheep, with your valuation. 26So the priest 
shall make atonement for him before the 
Lord, and it shall be remitted him for any of 
these things he did wherein he trespassed.” 


~ The Law of the Burnt Offering => 
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
2“Command Aaron and his sons, say- 
ing, ‘Now this is the law of the whole burnt 
offering: The whole burnt offering shall be 
on the hearth upon the altar all night until | 
morning, and the fire of the altar shall be | th. priests shall eat it. It shall be an ordi- 
AoA burning on it; it shall not be put out. | Hance forever in your generations concern- 
Then the priest shall put the linen trousers ing the Lord's burnt offerings. Everyone 

on his body; then he shall put on his linen who Pouches themlshall be eanetihied: s 
garment, and take up the ashes of the | jy, cain the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
whole burnt offering, which the fire con- ‘ing,t “This is the gift of Aaron andchis 


ashe the lee He chalk etre att his sons, which they shall offer to the Lord on 
Ep mas í | the day you anoint him: one-tenth of an 


linen garment, put on another one,.and/| = <. . nie ets 
carry the ashes outside the camp toa clean | SP hah of fine lour aae daily Ae offering, 
place. 5So the fire on the altar shali be | Dal! of pen the morning eee 
burning; it shall not be put out. The priest | EVELINE shall be made an ieee pan 
shall burn wood on it every morning and | * eee ne It Is eee Oupa PER 
put the whole burnt offering on it; and he | in. The baked pieces of t cera Or One 
shall burn on it the fat of the peace offer- | YOU pnan offer for a sweet aroma to the 
ing. 6A fire shall always be burning on the | Lord. >The anointed priest who takes his 
altar: it shall never go out. | place from among his sons shall make it. It 
te, 3 is an ordinance forever. It shall be wholly 
>. The Law of the Grain Offering 7> consumed. !6For every grain offering of a 
“Now this is the law of the grain offer- | priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not 
ing: The sons of Aaron shall offer it in front | be eaten.”t 








6:9 The fire on the bronze altar was to burn continually. The priests were to be sure the fire never went 
out. Here it was a type of the perpetual offering of Christ in heaven. For Israel, it was the sign of unin- 
terrupted worship of God, based on an animal offered for a burnt offering. In the new covenant, it is 
the same—the same open door for uninterrupted worship of God and fellowship with Him—but now 
based on the sacrifice of Christ for our sins as its fulfilled foundation. 

6:12-16 The grain offering to be baked is offered as integral to the burnt offering (see ch. 2). The daily 
morning and evening offerings—both the burnt and grain offerings—were offered together. This ac- 
tion was a type of the work of our hands being offered and made acceptable to God because of the 
burnt-offering offered with it. God accepts our works, done in the name of the Holy Spirit and because 
s the work of Christ—but never apart or disunited from His offering of Himself to God as our “burnt 
offering.” | | 

6:16 The people brought their gifts to God through the priest. The priest often received a portion of 
what was given by the people to God—in this case the grain offering. The priest did not directly re- 
ceive from the people what was theirs. He received back something prescribed by God of what had — 
es given to God, Even when the priest eats of the offering, he partakes of something belonging to 
30d. | 

In the new covenant, this is true of the clergy and of all the people of the Church—themselves 

members of the royal priesthood—when they partake of the food of God, the eucharistic feast. The 
bread and the wine are given to God and given back to the people as the body and blood of Christ, 





“<= 


LEVITICUS 6:17 

œ The Law of the Sin Offering 7- 
Again the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, ‘*“Speak to Aaron and his sons, say- 
ing, ‘Now this is the law of the sin offering: 
In the place where the whole burnt offering 
iS killed, they shall kill the sin offering be- 
fore the Lord. It is most holy.t 19The priest 
who offers it shall eat it. In a holy place it 











Shall be eaten, in the court of the taberna- | 


cle of testimony. Everyone who touches 
its flesh shall be sanctified; and if some of 
its blood might have been sprinkled on any 
garment, you shall wash that on which it 
was sprinkled in a holy place. 2'But the 
earthen vessel in which it is boiled shall be 
broken; and if it is boiled in a bronze pot. it 
Shall be both scoured and rinsed in water. 
22E very male among the priests shall eat it. 
It is most holy. 23But no_sin offering whose 
blood may have been brought into the tab- 
ernacle of testimony to make atonement in 
the holy place shall be eaten. It shal! be 
burned in the fire. 


æ The Law of the Trespass Offering o= 

fa ‘Now this is the law of the trespass 

offering of the ram (it is most holy): 2In 
the place where they kill the whole burnt 
offering, they shall kill the ram of the tres- 
pass offering before the Lord: and its 
blood he shall pour all around the base of 
the altar. He shall then offer from it all its 
fat. The fat tail, the fat that covers the 
entrails, and all the fat above the entrails. 
4the two kidneys and the fat on them by 
the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to 





6:17-23 Instructions were given regarding specific parts of the sin offering. 


types of aspects of our eucharistic worship, and (2) 










on the altar of burnt offering to the Lord. It 


is a trespass offering. ‘Every male among 


the priests may eat these things. It shall be 
eaten in a holy place. It is most holy. 7The 
trespass offering is like the sin offering. 
there is one law for them both: the priest 
who makes atonement with it shall have jt 
‘Now the priest who offers a man’s whole 
burnt offering shall have for himself the 
skin of the whole burnt offering he offered. 
YAlso every grain offering made in the 
oven, and all that is made on the grate or in 
a frying. pan, shall be the priest’s who 


— 


| prepared with or without oil, shall belong 


to all the sons of Aaron, to-one as much as — 


the other. ale 
| Soa. The Law of the Peace Offering = 


| Lord: "If he should offer it for a thanksgiv- 
| ing, he shall offer with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving loaves of fine flour mixed 


_with oil, and unleavened cakes smeared 


| 

| 

with oil, and fine flour kneaded with oilt 

Besides the unleavened loaves, he shall 

offer with his gifts leavened bread with the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offer- 
ing. “Then from all his gifts he shall offer 
one choice portion to the Lord. It shall be- 
long to the priest who pours out the blood 

of the peace offering. 5The flesh of the sac- 


rifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving 


shall be eaten the same day it is offered. He 


These were important (1) as 


as types of the sanctity with which the eucharistic 
gifts themselves are treated, At the Divine Liturgy the celebrant proclaims, 
holy.” It is the eucharistic gifts—the body and blood of Christ—to which he 


“The holy things for the — 
is referring. In response, the 


people proclaim, “One is holy, One is the Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.” He is 


offers it. Every grain offering, whether 


“This is the law of the sacrifice of the | 
_ peace offering; which he shall offer to the | 





the ultimate holy sacrifice, and all of this is pictured in Leviticus. 

How meticulous was the care for holy things—so important if we are to keep a clear sense of the ~ 
holy, In the offering of Christ in the Divine Liturgy, detailed care is taken with every part of the body of 
Christ, with every drop of the blood of Christ. If the animal offered in the sin offering of the Old Testa- 
ment was considered so holy, how much more the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ. a 
6:18 Touching what is holy affects our holiness—our very sanctification. Here we see a profound biblical 
concept whereby contact with what is holy offers holiness—and to the unworthy, possible condemna- 
ION ncn hh: | MITA, WitpuOd sin art 

This issue deeply affects our understanding of how one is affected by the holy Eucharist, holy icons, 
holy water, holy oil, holy bread, and all things holy in the life of the Church, Our participation in these 
things is not merely a remembrance of an historical event, but in spirit and in truth, God works through 
them to effect a healing within us—a reconciliation to Him and to our ENN | 
7:12, 1 thankfulness of heart and spirit, we offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving—one made ay 
E Pror is our acceptable tering of thanks to God. The word Eucharist means Thanksgiv- 
ing. In the Divine Liturgy we sing, “A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise.” > ž ~ Ar arid | 


5 ale A 





shall not leave any of it until morning,t 
‘SNow if the sacrifice of his offering is a 44Furthermore, the Lord spoke to Moses, 
vow or a voluntary offering, it shall be | saying, 2%Speak to the children of Israel, 
eaten the same day he offers his sacrifice; | saying, ‘He who offers the sacrifice of the 
and on the next day the remainder of it peace offering to the Lord shall bring his 
may also be eaten;t '7but the remainder of gift to the Lord from the sacrifice of his 
the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day | peace offering.t 3°His own hands shall offer 
shall be burned with fire. !8But if some of | the burnt offerings to the Lord. The lobe of 
the flesh should be eaten on the third day, it | the liver and the fat upon the breast, these 
shall not be accepted for him who offered | he Shall offer to place as gifts before the 
it, nor shall it be imputed to him; it is a de- | Lord. “Then the priest shall offer the fat on 
filement; and the soul who eats from it | the altar, but the breast shall be Aaron’s 
Shall bear guilt. "The flesh that should | and his sons’. “Also the right thigh you 
touch any unclean thing shall not be eaten. | shall give to the priest as a choice portion 
It shall be burned with fire, but all clean | from the sacrifices of your peace offerings. 
flesh may be eaten.t 2°But the soul who eats | 33He among the sons of Aaron who offers 
the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace offer- | the blood of the peace offering and the fat 
ing which is the Lord’s while he js unclean, | shall have the right thigh for his portion. 
that soul shall be utterly destroyed from | 34For the breast from which the fat was of- 
among his people. 2!Moreover, the soul who fered and the thigh of the choice portion I 
touches any unclean thing, or some human | took from the children of Israel, from the 
uncleanness, or an unclean animal, or any | sacrifices of your peace offerings, and I 
abominable unclean thing, and who eats | gave them to Aaron the priest and to his 
some of the flesh of the sacrifice of the sons ftom the children of Israel by an ordi- 


peace offering which is the Lord's, that soul | nance forever” 


| 
Shall be utterly destroyed from among his | >This is the consecrated portion for 
people. ” Aaron and his sons from the burnt offer- 
2A gain the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ings of the Lord, on the day He presented 
23*Speak to the children of Israel, saying, | them to minister to the Lord as priests. 
“You shall not eat any fat'of oxen, sheep, or | 36The Lord commanded this to be given to 
goats. *4Also the fat of an animal that dies | them by the children of Israel-on the day 
naturally and the fat of what is torn by wild | He anointed them, byan ordinance forever 
beasts may be used in any other way: but throughout their generations. 37This is the 
you shall by no means eat it. 25For whoever | law of the whole burnt offerings, the grain 
eats the fat from the cattle which someone | offering, the sin offering, the trespass offer- 
is going to offer to the Lord as a burnt of- ing, the consecrations, and the sacrifice of 
fering, that soul shall be utterly destroyed | the peace offering, *8in the manner the 
from among his people. Moreover, you | Lord commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, 
Shall not eat any blood in any of your | on the day He commanded the children of 
dwellings, whether of birds or cattle. 27Any | Israel to offer their gifts before the Lord in 
soul who eats blood, that soul shall be ut- | the Sinai Desert. | | 





7:15 The flesh of the peace offering of thanksgiving was to be eaten 
eucharistic Communion, in which the worshiper participates in the sacrifice, the s 
Himself. He invites us to eat of Himself; “Take, eat, this is My body broken for yo 
7:16-18 No flesh of the peace offerin 
tion, anything left was totally burned 
living bread. Thus, having leaven in the bread of the Eucharist is no longer feared. 


by the priest. This typified 

acrifice being Christ 
u! i 
g was allowed to remain beyond the third day. To prevent corrup- 
with fire. But in Jesus there is no fear of corruption, for He is the 


7:19-22 Cleansing was an essential condition for eating the sa 
Christ in the Eucharist cleanses those who walk in the light wit 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
all sin” (1Jn 1:7), | Viney 

7:29, 30 The offerer himself was to offer up the gift from the peace off 


ering. In the new covenant, 
Christ Himself is both the offerer and the gift offered on behalf of the Church. He also accepts the gift 
of Himself and distributes it to the faithful in the Eucharist: “For Thou Thyself art He who offers and is 


offered, who accepts and is distributed" (Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn). = 


amin! ae Bila 


crifice. In the new covenant, the blood of 
h God: “If we walk in the light as He is in 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 


i 


f 









LEVITICUS 8:1 


~ The Ordination of Aaron 
and His Sons => 

= Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
2“Take Aaron and his sons with him, 
and the garments, the anointing oil, a 
young bull as the sin offering, two rams, 
and a basket of unleavened bread;? ‘and 
gather all the congregation together at the 

door of the tabernacle of testimony.” 
4So Moses did as the Lord commanded 
him, and the congregation was gathered to- 
gether at the door of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony. “Then Moses said to the congrega- 
tion, “This is the word the Lord commanded 
us to do.” §So Moses brought Aaron and his 
sons and washed them with water.t "He put 
the tunic on him, girded him with the belt, 
clothed him with the robe, and put the 
ephod on him; and he girded him with the 
intricately woven band of the ephod, and 





with it tied the ephod on him.' Then he put | 
the breastplate on him, and he put the Urim | 
flesh, and its offal he burned with fire out- 


and the Thummim in. the breastplate. $Fe 


also put the turban on his head; and on the | 


turban, on its front, he put the golcen plate, 

the holy crown, as the Lord commanded 

Moses. | 
l0Moses then took the anointing oii, 


lland he sprinkled some of it on the altar 


seven times; anointed the altar, and sancti- 





Sess ë 


fied it, and all its utensils, and the laver and 


8:2 Aaron did not take this honor to himself to be the high priest, but was called by God 





its base, to sanctify them. He also anointed 
the tabernacle and everything in it, and 
sanctified it. '2Moses then poured some of 
the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.t !’After this, 
Moses brought Aaron’s sons and put tunics 
on them, girded them with the belts, and 
put hats on them, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. | 
l4Then he brought the young bull for the 
sin offering; and Aaron and his sons put 
their hands on the head of the bull for the 
sin offering,t Sand Moses killed it. Then he 
took the blood, and put some on the horns 
of the altar all around with his finger, and 


the base of the altar, and sanctified it, to 
make atonement upon it.t !*Moses then 
took all the fat on the entrails, the fatty lobe 
attached to the liver, and the two kidneys 
with their fat, and Moses offered them on 
the altar. "But the young bull, its hide, its 


side the camp, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

i8Next, Moses brought the ram as the 
burnt offering. Aaron and his sons put their 
| hands on the head of the ram, "and Moses 
| killed the ram. Then he poured the blood 
all around on the altar *"and cut the ram 
into pieces; and he offered the head, the 





(Heb 5:4). “So 


also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but . . . [was] called by God as High Priest 
‘according to the order of Melchizedek'” (Heb 5:5, 10). | 
8:6 Moses washed Aaron the high priest with water to prepare him for the high priesthood. This wash- 
ing was a type of baptism. However, Jesus was not baptized because He needed it, but “to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Mt 3:15), for He fulfilled the righteousness required by the Mosaic Law. Therefore, He — 
was baptized for our sake, “that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2Co 5:21). 

8:7-9 Vestments were made for Aaron “for honor and glory" (Ex 28:2). For they were patterned after 
the Great High Priest in His heavenly honor and glory (Ex 25:40; Heb 8:5). Similarly, vestments are essen- 
tial to worship under the new covenant, for they speak of the Great High Priest in His glory. This is why 
the vestments of the priest are so grand and beautiful, for they refer to our Great High Priest minister- 


ing on our behalf at the heavenly altar. 


8:12 Moses anointed the head of Aaron with oil to sanctify him for the high priesthood. This oil typi- 
fied the Holy Spirit under the new covenant. However, Jesus did not need the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit to qualify Him as the Great High Priest, for He Himself anoints others with the Holy Spirit. Then 
why was He anointed with the Holy Spirit at His baptism (Mt 3:16)? First, to identify the Holy Spirit as 
One of the Holy Trinity, and second, for our sakes, that He might anoint us with the Holy Spirit when 


we are baptized. 


8:14, 18, 22 Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the heads of these offerings. This typified Christ, 
the Great High Priest, who both offered and was offered for our reconciliation with God (Heb 10:12). 
For since He is God, He offered Himself. He was also offered by the Father (Heb 9:28) and by the Holy 
Spirit (Heb 9:14). Therefore, although Christ alone was the sacrifice, the Holy Trinity was involved in the 


reconciliation of man. 


8:15, 19, 23, 24 The blood of the sacrifices was connected with the altar of whole burnt offering and 
the priests themselves. This typified the Great High Priest, who took His own blood into the heavenly — 
sanctuary to sanctify it for our salvation (Heb 9:23, 24), | | tin etra eu ee 





purified the altar. He poured the blood at — 












| ee | [29 __ LEVIVICUS/9:3 
pieces, and the fat. 2! Then he washed 
stomach and the feet in water and offered | 
the whole ram on the altar. It was a whole 
burnt offering for a sweet aroma, a burnt 
offering to the Lord, as the Lord com: 
manded Moses. 

“¢After this, Moses brought the second 
ram, the ram of consecration. Then Aaron 
and his sons put their hands on the head of 
the ram, ^and Moses killed it. Also he took - 
some of its blood and put it on the tip of 
Aaron's right ear, on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 
*4Then Moses brought Aaron’s sons: and 
he put some of the blood on the tips of 
their right ears, on the thumbs of their 
right hands, and on the big toes of their 
right feet. Then he poured the blood all 
around on the altar: 25He took the fat and 
the fat tail, all the fat on the entrails, the 
fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kid- | ” 7 | 
neys and their fat, and the right thigh; ne GOOO a eapernade a eared cay 
#and from the'basket of consecration be- | ieee me a AO SEVEn Pe an = ae 
fore ‘the’ Lord; he took onefunleavened: for the bard FEF com nande Anae 3S0 
cake, a cake of bread anointed: with oil, Maron and hioi cons did all the One the 
and one wafer and put them on the fat and Gord commanded Woes 
on the right thigh;t and he put all these in | | 


Aaron’s hands and in his sons’ hands and | æ=. The Priestly Service Begins .= 

offered them as a choice portion before the Now it came to pass on the eighth day 
Lord. ?8Then Moses took them from their that Moses called Aaron and his sons 
hands and offered them on the altar for a | and Israel’s council of elders. 2Moses said 
whole burnt. offering of consecration, to Aaron, “Take for yourself a young calf 
which was a sweet aroma and a burnt of- | from the oxen as a sin offering and a ram 
fering to the Lord. 29Moses also took the | as a whole burnt offering, without blemish, 
breast and removed it as a deposit from | and offer them before the Lord. 3And to 
the ram of consecration before the Lord. It | the council of elders you shall speak, say- 
was Moses’ part, as the Lord commanded | ing, ‘Take one kid of the goats as a sin 


Moses. offering, and a young calf and a lamb, both 








“Moses then took some of the anointing 
oil and some of the blood on the altar and 
sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, 
and on his sons and their garments with 
him; and he sanctified Aaron and his gar- 
ments, and his sons and their garments 
with him.t 

41 After this, Moses said to Aaron and his 
sons, “Boil the flesh in the court of the tab- 
ernacle of testimony, in a holy place, and 
eat it there with the bread in the basket of 
consecration as I was commanded, saying, 
‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’ 32What re- 
mains of the flesh and the bread shall be 
burned with fire. 33You shall not go outside 
the door of the tabernacle of testimony for 
seven days, until the days of your consecra- 
tion are fulfilled. For seven days he shall 
consecrate you. *4*As the Lord did on this 
day, He commanded to do to make atone- 
ment for you. Therefore you shall stay at 








8:26 The unleavened bread speaks of Christ as our sinless sacrifice (Heb 7:26). But since He is sinless, 

in what sense was He made sin for us (2Co 5:21), made a curse (Gal 3:13), forsaken by the Father 

(Mt 27:46), and made subject to Him (1Co 15:28)? By appropriation and in a relative sense. “For neither 
as God nor as Man was He ever forsaken by the Father; neither was He made sin or a curse, nor did He 
need to be subject to the Father. For as God He is equal to the Father and in no way at variance with 
Him or subject to Him, while as Man He was never at any time so deaf to His Begetter that He should 
stand in need of subjection. So it was in appropriating our appearance and classing Himself with us that 
He said these things. For it was we who were subject to sin and curse, because we were disobedient 
and unhearing and thus forsaken” (JohnDm). | 

8:30 The anointing oil and the blood were sprinkled on the vestments of Aaron and his sons. This typi- 
fied the connection between the blood of the Incarnate Son and the Holy Spirit. The entire work of the 
Holy Spirit is accomplished in and through the Incarnation, for He never bypasses the Incarnation in His 
workings, Moreover, both the works of Christ in His Incarnation and the works of the Holy Spirit are in 
the sacraments of the Church, This is why the sacraments save us. 

9:2-21 Four offerings were prescribed by the Lord to initiate the tabernacle service: a sin offering, a 
whole burnt offering, a grain offering, and a peace offering, all in that order, The sin offering speaks of 
reconciliation with God (Rom 5:10); the whole burnt offering, of the full surrender of a life to God 
(Rom 12:1, 2); the grain offering, of the works of our hands (Jn 14:12); and the peace offering, of inti- 
mate communion with God in which we eat and drink the body and blood of Christ (Jn 6:53-58). 
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of the first year, without blemish, as a 
Whole burnt offering, 4also a young bull 
and a ram as peace offerings before the 
Lord, and a grain offering mixed with oil; 
for today the Lord will appear to you.’ ” 

°So they brought what Moses com: 
manded before the tabernacle of testimony, 
and all the congregation drew near and 
stood before the Lord. "Then Moses spoke 
this word, “This is the thing the Lord com- 
manded you to do, and the glory of the 
Lord will appear among you.” 7Moses then 
said to Aaron, “Go to the altar, offer your 
sin offering and your whole burnt offering, 
and make atonement for yourself and for 
your house. Also offer the gifts of the peo- 
ple and make atonement for them, as the 
Lord commanded Moses.” 

‘Aaron therefore went to the altar and 
killed the young calf of the sin offering. 
"Then Aaron’s sons brought the blood to 
him; and he dipped his finger in the blood. | 
put it on the horns of the altar, and poured | 
the blood at the base of the altar. But the 
fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe from the | 
liver of the sin offering he offered on the al- 
tar, as the Lord commanded Moses. !'The | 
flesh and the hide he burned with fire out- | 
side the camp. !2Then he killed the burn: of- | 
fering; and Aaron’s sons presented to him | 
the blood, which he poured all around on | 
the altar. Then they presented the whole 
burnt offering to him, with its pieces and 
head, and he put them on the altar. 14He 
washed the stomach and the feet and put | 
them on the altar for a whole burnt offer- | 
ing. 

‘Then he brought the people’s gift and 
took the young goat, which was the sin of- 





9:16 Worship in the old covenant was to be do 
whatsoever with regard to sacrifice was allowe 


hood was initiated in Israel, 
ing and able Israelite, 


So too in the new covenant. The worshi 


and only those ordained 


pistobea 


Priests (clergy) are to be ordained to officiate at the altar. But ama 
professing Christians, claiming to be guided by the Bible, spurn order,. 
p dead. Spontaneity and cr 
s for such worship, 


ungodly. They even call an order of worshi 
truly life, However, there is no biblical basi 
of the true God. 

9:22 Aaron blessed the people using his hand. Priests 
their hand, using a motion in the form of the cross, f 


worship in the new covenant dead, Only p 


| this, they: were amazed and fell on 


Es 


or they bless them in Christ's name. 
9:23, 24 The glory of the Lord appeared to all the people, 


liturgical worship was not a dead worship, for the Lord's g 


eople are dead, if the 
Christ, liturgical worship as prescribed by the Church fills them. 





fering for the people, and killed it and gy, 
fered it for sin, like the first one. '°He algg | 
brought the whole burnt offering and og. 
fered it according to the prescribed man. 
ner.t '7Then he brought the grain offering 
took a handful of it, and put it on the altar 
besides the whole burnt offering of the 
morning. '8He also killed the young bulj 
and the ram as sacrifices of peace offer. 
ings, which ‘were for the people; and 
Aaron’s sons presented to him the blood, 
which he poured all around on the altar 
\9The fat from the young bull and the ram: 
the fatty tail, what covers the stomach and 
the kidneys, and the fatty lobe attached 
to the liver, 2°they put on the breasts. Then 
he offered the fat on the altar; 2!but the 
breasts and the: right thigh Aaron removed 
as a choice portion before the Lord, as the 
Lord commanded Moses. | 
22Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the 
people, blessed them, and came down from 
offering the sin offering, the whole burnt 
olferings, and peace offerings.t 23A fter this, 
Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle 
of testimony, and came out, and blessed all 
the people. Then the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared to. all the people;t and fire came — 


| out from the Lord, and consumed the 


things on the altar, both the whole burnt of- 
ferings and the fat. When all the people saw 
their 
faces. | 
~. The False Offerings of Nadab 
and Abihu =- | | 
Now Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s 
sons, each took his censer and put 
fire-in it, put incense on it, and offered 


ne according to the prescribed manner. No creativity 
d. Nothin 
contrary, creativity was prohibited and even punished, a 
the rules for worship. Communion with God was appro 


g was to be done haphazardly. Quite to the 
s seen in the next chapter. God, not man, set 
ached on His terms, not man’s. Thus, a priest: 
were to officiate at an altar, and not just any will 
ccomplished “decently and in order” (1Co 14:40): 
zingly, we live in a day when many — 
even mock it, as though it were - 
eativity are exalted as if they were 
for this kind of worship is dead in the eyes 
in the new covenant also bless the people with 
and fire came out from the Lord. Therefore: 
lory and fire were seen, Neither is liturgical 
y are in sin, But if they are alive in 
with the Lord's glory and fire. . | 









strange fire before the Lord, which He had 
not commanded them.t 2So fire went out 
from the Lord and devoured them, and 
they died before the Lord. Then Moses 
said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord 
spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near 
Me I shall be sanctified; and before all the 





congregation I shall be. glorified’ ” So | a clean Dlace, you, your sons, and your 


Aaron was greatly distressed. ‘Moses then 
called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of 


Uzziel, Aaron’s uncle, and said to them, | 


“Come near, Carry your brethren from the 


presence of the sanctuary. outside. the | 


camp.” °So-they came near and carried 
them by their tunics outside the camp, as 
Moses said. "Then Moses. said to. Aaron 
and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons, “Do 
not uncover your heads, nor take off your 
garments, lest you die, and wrath come 
upon all the congregation. But let your 
brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail 
the burning the Lord kindled. 7You shali 
not go out from the door of-the tabernacle 
of testimony, lest you die, for the anointing 
oil of the Lord. is upon you.” So they did 
according to Moses’ word. 


A. Conduct for Priests -=> 

‘Then the Lord spoke to, Aaron, saying, 
“Do not drink wine and strong drink, you 
nor your sons with you, when you go into 
the tabernacle of testimony, or when you 
approach the altar, lest you die (it shall. be 
an Ordinance forever throughout your gen- 
erations), Uthat you may distinguish be- 
tween holy and unholy, and between un- 
clean and clean, !!and that you may. teach 
the children of Israel all the ordinances 
which the Lord spoke to them by the hand 
of Moses.” 

Then Moses spoke to Aaron, and to 
Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who were 
left, “Take the grain offering that remains 
from the burnt offerings of the Lord and 
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eat it without leaven beside the altar; for it 
is most holy. !3You shall eat it in a holy 
place, because from the burnt offerings of 
the Lord, it belongs to you and your sons 
by ordinance; for thus I was commanded. 
!tThe breast of the wave offering and the 
thigh of the choice portion you shall eat in 


household with you; because it was given 
to you and your sons by ordinance’ from 
the peace offerings of the children of Is- 
rael. The thigh of the. choice portion and 
the breast of the wave offering they shall 
bring with the burnt offerings of fat to of- 
fer as. a wave offering before the Lord: and 
it Shall be yours and your sons’ and daugh- 
ters’ with you by an ordinance forever, as 
the Lord commanded Moses.” 
‘Then Moses made careful inquiry 
about the young goat of the sin offering, 


_ and there it was—burned up. So he was an- 
| gry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s re- 


maining sons, saying, !7“Why have you not 
eaten the sin offering in a holy place, since 
it is most holy; and He gave this to you, to 
hear the guilt-of the congregation, to make 
atonement for them before the Lord? !8For 
you did not bring its blood into the holy 
place; you personally should have eaten it 
in a holy place, as.the Lord commanded 
me.” ''Then Aaron spoke to Moses, saying, 
“If they had offered their sin offering and 
whole burnt offerings today before the 
Lord, and these things happened to me, 
and I had eaten the sin offering today, 
would it have been acceptable to the 
Lord?” So when Moses heard that, he 
was pleased. 


æ. Clean and Unclean Animals 7 
i y Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 
| Aaron, saying to them, 2“Speak to 
the children of Israel, saying, ‘These are the 
animals you may eat among all the animals 





10:1, 2 Nadab and Abihu died because they offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not 
commanded them. Offerings not prescribed by the Lord are considered by Him to be worthy of death. 
“Wherefore it is incumbent to obey the priests who are in the Church, those who, as | have shown, 
Possess the succession of the episcopate, have received the certain gift of truth, according to the good 
Pleasure of the Father: But it is also incumbent to hold in suspicion others who depart from the primi- 
tive succession, and assemble themselves together in any place whatsoever, looking upon them either as 
eretics of perverse minds, or as schismatics puffed up and self-pleasing, or again as hypocrites, acting 
thus for the sake of lucre and vainglory. For all these have fallen from the truth. And the heretics, in- 
deed, who bring strange fire to the altar of God—namely, strange doctrines—shall be burned up by the 


fire from heaven, as were Nadab and Abihu” (Iren) = ¢ = 


|] ra Whe 






































fours shall be an abomination to you. 2Y 
these you may eat of every flying insec 
you shall not eat among those that chew 
the cud or have cloven hooves: the camel, 
because it chews the cud but does not have 
cloven hooves, is unclean to you: ®the rock 
hyrax, because it chews the cud but does 
not have cloven hooves, is unclean to you: 
‘the hare, because it chews the cud but 
does not have cloven hooves, is unclean to- 
you; ‘and the swine, though it divides the | 
hoof, having cloven hooves, yet does not 
chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8Their | 
flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses 
you shall not touch. They are unclean to 
you. 

“These you may eat of everything in the | vides the foot, but is not cloven-hoofed or 
water: whatever in the water has fins and | does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 
scales, whether in the seas or in the | Everyone who touches it shall be unclean 


jointed legs above their feet with which to 
leap on the earth. * These you may eat: the 
locust after its kind, the destroying locust 
after its kind, the cricket after its kind, ang 
the grasshopper after its kind. “But all 


shall be an abomination to you. 

4*Now by these you shall become un- 
clean; whoever touches the carcass of any 
of them shall be unclean until evening. 
2owhoever carries part of the carcass of any 
of them shall wash his clothes and be up- 





rivers—that you may eat. !°But everything | 27Now whatever goes on its paws, among > 
in the water or in the seas or the rivers thet | all kinds of animals that go on all fours, | 
those are unclean to you. Whoever touches | 


does not have fins and scales, from all 

these, and from every living creature in the 

water which the waters produce, they are 

an abomination to you. !!They shali be an | cass shall wash his clothes and be unclean 

abomination to you; you shall! not eat their | until evening. It is unclean to you. 

flesh, but you shall regard their careasses 23'These also shall be unclean to you 
| 


any such carcass shall be unclean until 
evening. “®Whoever carries any such car- 


as an abomination. !?Whatever in the water | among the creeping things that creep on 
does not have fins or scales—that shall be 
an abomination to you. 

i3Now these you shall regard as an 
abomination among the birds; they shall 
not be eaten, they are an abomination: the 
eagle, the ossifrage, and the sea eagle, !4the 
kite, and the falcon after its kind; every 
raven after its kind, !ŝthe ostrich, the short- 
eared owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after 
its kind; "the little owl, the fisher owl, and 
the screech owl; !8the white owl, the jack- 
daw, and the carrion vulture; !%the stork, 
the heron after its kind, the hoopoe, and the 
bat. 


| monitor lizard, the sand reptile, the sand 
lizard, and the chameleon. 2!These are un- 
clean to you among all that creep. Whoever 
touches them when they are dead shall be 
unclean until evening. 32Anything on which 
any of them falls when they are dead shall 
be unclean, whether it is any item of wood 
or clothing or skin or sack, whatever item 
it is in which work is done, it must be pu! 
in water. And it shall be unclean. until 





11:2-4, 47 At least two issues relate to the animals: the nature of animals and eating only clean ani- 
mals, The nature of all animals is good in itself because the Creator is good. He did not create anything 
evil in itself. This also applies to man, whose nature is good in itself. As Gn 1:31 says, “Then God saw 
everything He made, and indeed, it was very good." | 

The Lawgiver said that foods going into the stomach cannot defile a man; rather, the evil proceeding 
from his heart defiles him (Mk 7:15-23). He said this when the Law of Moses was still in effect. Why 
then did He declare through Moses that certain animals were clean and others were unclean, and only 


the clean ones were to be eaten? Whatever various answers may be given, One seems to stand outas 


especially important: the eating of clean animals forecasts the cleansing of both Jews and Gentiles in 
baptism to form them into one body, the Church. | 


Peter's vision in Acts 10:9-16 indicates the inclusion of Gentiles into the Church through baptism: — 


“The earth, then, this is what the linen sheet denotes, and the wild animals in it are those among the _ ) 


Gentiles, and the command; ‘Kill and eat,’ denotes that Peter must go to them also; and the linen sheet 
being let down three times denotes baptism” (JohnChr). , A aren 5 18 


20‘Now all flying insects that creep on all : 


that creeps on all fours: those which haye | 


other flying insects which have four feet 


clean until evening: 2°any animal which dj- | 


the earth: the mole, the mouse, and the | 
large lizard after its kind; 3°the gecko, the | 





evening; then it shall be clean. SANY 
earthen vessel into which any of them falls - 
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you shall break’ arid whatever is in it shall tween the uticlean and the clean, and be- 
be unclean: tin such a vessel, any edible | tween the animal that may be eaten and the 
food ara which water falls becomes un- | animal that may not be eaten.’ ” 

an, and any drink that ma | | 
Onn it babomnes unclean. SHENAE GR œ Purification After Childbirth > 
which a carcass falls shall be unclean; | | Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
whether it is an oven or cooking stove, it | ing,t 2“Speak to the children of 
shall be broken down; for they are unclean | Israel, saying to them, ‘If a woman con- 
and shall be unclean to you. s6Nevertheless, ceived and bore a male child, then she shall 
a spring or a cistern where there is plenty | be unclean seven days; she shall be 
of water shall be clean. but whatever | unclean as in the days of her menstrual iso- 
touches any such carcass becomes un- | lation. Then on the eighth day, the flesh of 
clean. 3But if a part of any such carcass | his foreskin shall be circumcised. #She will 
falls on any planting seed which is to be | then continue in the blood of her unclean- 
sown, it remains clean. *8However, if water | ness thirty-three days. She is not to touch 
is put on the seed, and if a part of any such | any hallowed thing, nor come into the 
carcass falls on it, it becomes unclean to | sanctuary, until the days of her purification 
you. “Now if any animal you are permitted | are fulfilled. “But if she bears a female 
to eat dies, he who touches its carcass shall | child, she will be unclean two weeks, as in 
be unclean until evening. ®He who eats of | her menstrual isolation, and she will con- 
its carcass shall wash his clothes and be | tinue in the blood of her uncleanness sixty- 
unclean until evening. He also who carries | six days. When the days of her purification 
its carcass shall wash his clothes and be | are fulfilled, whether for a son or a daugh- 
unclean until evening. _ter, she is to bring to the priest a lamb of 

4l‘Now every creeping thing that creeps | the first year as a whole burnt offering, and 
on the earth shall be an abomination. It | a young pigeon or a turtledove as a sin 
shall not be eaten. #?Whatever crawis on its | offering, to the door of the tabernacle of 
belly, whatever goes on-all fours, or what- | testimony. 7Then he shall bring it before the 
ever has many feet among al! creeping | Lord and make atonement for her, and it 
things that creep on the earth—these you | will cleanse her from her flow of blood. 
Shall not eat, for they are an abomination. | This is the law for her who bore a male or 
*You shall not make yourselves abom- | a female. *But if she is unable to afford a 
inable with any creeping thing that creeps; | lamb, she may bring two turtledoves or two 
nor shall you make yourselves unclean | young pigeons—one as a whole burnt 
with them, lest you be defiled by them. | offering and the other as a sin offering. So 
“For I am the Lord your God. You shall | the priest shall make atonement for her, 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and you shall | and she will be clean. ” 
be holy; for I, the Lord your God, am holy. | 
Neither shall you defile your souls with any “=. Laws Concerning Leprosy «= 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth. l 4 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 
“For I am the Lord who brings you up out Aaron, saying, “When a man has a 
of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You | scar on the surface of his skin, or a shiny 
shall therefore be holy, for 1, the Lord, am | spot, and it appears to be a leprous infec- 
holy. tion, he is to be brought to Aaron the priest 

4‘This is the law of the animals and the | or to one of his sons the priests.t $The priest 
birds and every living creature that moves | shall examine the infection on the surface 
in the waters, and of every creature that | of his skin; and if the hair in the infection 
creeps on the earth, “to. distinguish be- has turned white and the infection appears 





12:1-3 Marriage, conception, and birth are honorable in every way: “Marriage is honorable among all, 
and the bed undefiled” (Heb 13:4). Since these things are true, in what sense do conception and birth 
relate to uncleanness in the Mosaic Law? 

They were symbolic of the meaning of baptism. The water of baptism is the womb into: which the old 
life of sins is buried, as indicated by the seven days (v, 2). The eighth day (v. 3) speaks of the renewal of 
man’s nature in baptism by the Holy Spirit into the world to come, Circumcision on this day is aera of 
the cutting away of sins by the circumcision of Christ, effected in baptism (Col 2:11, 12). . 

13:2 Leprosy was the primary type, or symbol, of sin in the Old Testament. Sin does to the soul abit lep- 
rosy does to the body. As leprosy defiles the body, so similarly, sin defiles the conscience with dead works. 
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deeper than the surface of his skin, it is a 
leprous infection. Thus the priest shall 
examine him, and pronounce him unclean.t 
‘But if the shiny spot on the surface of his 
skin is white, but appears to be no more 
than skin deep, and its hair has not turned 








white, but is dark, the priest shall quaran- 
tine him for seven ‘days. “Then the priest 


shall examine him on the seventh day; and 
indeed, if the infection appears as it was, 
and has not spread on the skin, the priest 
shall quarantine him another seven days. 
6Then the priest shall examine him again 
on the seventh day; and indeed; if the infec- 
tion is dark, and has not spread on the skin, 
the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is 
only a spot, and he shall wash his clothes 
and be clean. 7But if the spot happens to 
spread atall on the skin, after he was seen 
by the priest for his cleansing, then he must 
be seen bythe priest again. °So if the priest 
sees the spot has indeed spread on the skin, 


| 





priest. "The priest shall examine him; and 
indeed, if the infection has turned white, 
the priest shall pronounce clean him who 
has the infection. He is clean. 


18“If one’s body develops an ulcer in the | 


skin, and it is healed, and in the place of 
the ulcer there comes a white scar or a 
shiny or inflamed spot, it shall be shown to 


deed, it appears deeper than the skin, and 
its hair has turned white, the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy which 
broke out in the ulcer. ? But if the priest ex- 
amines it, and indeed, there is no white hair 
in it,and it is not deeper than the skin's sur- 
| face, but is dark, the priest shall quarantine 
him seven days. 22But if it should spread 
over the skin; the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean. It is a leprous infection which 
‘broke out in the ulcer. 23But if the shiny 
| spot stays in one place and has not spread, 
it is the scar of the ulcer; and the priest 


the priest shall pronounce him anciean. Ít | shall pronounce him clean. 


is leprosy. 


When the leprous infection is on 2 | skin by fire, and the open wound of the 


man, he shall be brought to: the: priest.t 
l0OThe priest shall examine him; and indeed, 
if the scar on the skin is white, and has 
turned the hair white, and some of the flesh 
in the sear is healthy and alive, tit is an old 
leprosy on the surface of his skin. [he 


priest shall pronounce him unclean and | 
shall quarantine him, for he is unclean. | 


2But if leprosy breaks out all over the skin, 
and it covers from head to foot. all the skin 
of the one with the infection, according to 
the full examination of the priest, then the 
priest shall consider; and indeed, if the lep- 
rosy covers the entire surface of his skin, 
he shall pronounce clean him who has the 
infection; because it all turned white. He is 


clean. But in whatever day an open 


wound appears on him, he shall be un- 
clean. !5Thus the priest shall examine the 


open wound and pronounce him unclean; | 


for an open wound is unclean; it is leprosy. 
l6But if the surface of the skin is restored 
and turns white again, he shall come to the 





| burn becomes a bright spot, reddish-white 
or white, 25the priest shall examine it; and 


turned white, and it appears deeper than 


burn. Therefore the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean. It is a leprous infection. 7*But 
if the priest examines it, and indeed, there 
-are no white hairs in the bright spot, and it 
is not deeper than the skin; but is dark, 
then the priest shall quarantine him seven 
days. 27Then the priest shall examine him 
on the seventh day. If it has at all spread 


him unclean. It is a leprous infection bro- 
ken out in the ulcer. 28But if the bright spot 
stays in one place and has not spread on 
the skin, but is dark, it is a scar from the 
burn. The priest shall pronounce him clean. 


leprous infection on the head or the beard. 
othe priest shall examine the infection; and 
indeed, if it appears deeper than the skin. 


13:3 A person with leprosy was pronounced unclean. Similarly, all sin is unclean in the eyes of God. $ 
“God did not call us to uncleanness, but to holiness” (1Th 4:7). | 
13:9, 10 A person with a leprous infection was brought to the priest for examination. This examination 
could only determine whether or not he had the disease of leprosy; the priest could not effect a cure. 
Christ, our Great High Priest, not only examines our uncleanness, but also provides the cure: “There is- 
no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we — 
must give account" (Heb 4:13), and, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eter 
nal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the“ 


living God?” (Heb 9:14). 


my | A MINOR Sri 


the priest. 22When the priest sees it, and in- © 





| 24“Or if one’s body receives a burn on its | 


indeed, if the hair of the bright spot has | 


the skin, it is leprosy broken out in the | 


over the skin, the priest shall pronounce — 


29“Tf a man or woman appears to havea — 
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and there is thin yellow hair in it, the priest | the reddish-white skin on his bald head or 
shall pronounce him unclean. It is a lesion, | on his bald forehead is like the form of lep- 
a leprosy of the head or beard; 3!But if the | rosy on the skin of the body, “he is a lep- 
priest examines the infection of the lesion, | rous man. The priest. shall surely pro- 
and indeed, it does not appear deeper than | nounce him unclean; his infection is on his 
the skin, and there is no thin yellow hair in | head. | 

it, the priest shall quarantine seven days “Now the clothes of the leper on whom 
the one who has the infection of the lesion. | the infection is shall be torn and his head 
Then on the seventh day the priest shall | uncovered; and he shall cover his mouth, 
examine the infection; and indeed, if the le- | and he shall be called unclean. “He shall 
sion has not spread, and there is no yellow | be unclean. All the days he has the infec- 


hair in it, and the indentation does not ap- | tion he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and 
pear deeper than the skin, 33he shall shave | 


; | he shall dwell apart; his way of life shall be 
himself, but he shall not shave the lesion. | outside the camp.t - 
Then the priest shall quarantine another 
seven days the one who has the lesion. 24On 
the seventh day the priest shall examine 
the lesion; and indeed, if the lesion has not | | *’“Also, if a garment has a leprous infec- 
spread over. the skin and. the indentation | tion in it, whether it is a woolen garment or 
does not appear deeper than the skin, the | a linen garment, *whether it is in the warp 
priest shall pronounce him ciean. He shall | or woof of linen or wool, whether in leather 
wash his clothes and be clean. But if the | or in anything made of leather, Sand if the 
lesion happens to spread at all on the skin | infection is greenish or reddish in the gar- 
after his cleansing, “the priest shai] exam- | Ment or in the leather, whether in the warp 
ine him; and indeed, if ihe lesion, has | Or in the woof, or in anything made of 
spread over the skin. the priest need not | leather, then it is a leprous infection and 
seek for yellow hair. He is unclean..37But if | Shall be shown to. the priest. The priest 
the lesion appears to be at a standstill, and | Shall examine the infection and quarantine 
there is black hair grown up init, the lesion | him who has the, infection seven days. 
has healed. He is clean, and the priest shall | “Then: he shall examine the infection on 
pronounce him clean. | the seventh day. If the infection has spread 
“If a man or a woman has bright spots | in the garment, either in the warp or in the 
on the skin of the body, specifically shining | woof, in the leather, or in. anything made of 
white spots, 2°the priest shall look; and in- | leather, the infection is an active leprosy. It 
deed, if the bright spots on the skin of the | is unclean. °*Therefore he shall burn the 
body are shining white spots, it is eczema, | garment with the infection, whether the 
He is clean. | warp or woof in wool or linen, or in any- 
“As for the man whose hair has fallen | thing of leather, for it is an active leprosy; 
from his head, he is bald, but he is clean. | the garment shall be burned in the fire.t 
“He whose hair has fallen from his fore- | But if the priest examines it, and indeed 
head, he is bald on the forehead, but he is | the infection has not spread in the garment, 
clean, 42Now if there is on the bald head or | either in the warp or in the woof, or in any- 
bald forehead a reddish-white infection, it | thing made of leather, “then the priest 
is leprosy breaking out on his bald head or | shall order that the object with the infec- 
his bald forehead. #’Then the priest shall | tion be washed; and he shall quarantine it 
examine him; and indeed, if the infection of | another seven days. Then the priest shall 


æ. Laws Concerning Leprous 
Garments -=> 











13:46 Leprosy forced the leper into a way of life outside the camp. This way became a camp to itself. 

Similarly, the fallen world is a camp to itself, with its own way of life. This way of life is described as the 

“old man” (Rom 6:6), This old man was crucified with Christ in baptism, and the one baptized is raised 

up With Christ to walk in newness of life (Rom 6:3, 4), “Newness of life” is described in Eph 4:24 as “the 

new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” 

13:52 Just a little spot of contamination on a garment necessarily caused the whole of the garment to 

3e destroyed, Radical action had to be taken with respect to leprosy. The same is to:be said of anything 

contaminated by sin. Jude, the Lord's brother, writes, “And on some have compassion, making a distinc- 
On; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the, 

bi 1" Gude 22, 23), He seems to have the matter of leprosy in mind, but applies it to sin and its conta- 
on, | ro 6 i i i 


> et 
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examine the infection after it is washed; 
and indeed, if the infection has not 
changed its color, though the infection has 
not spread, it is unclean. It shall be burned 
in the fire, for it is firmly established in the 
garment, either in the warp or the woof. If 
the priest examines it, and indeed, the in- 
fection is dark after washing it, he shall 
tear it out of the garment, whether out of 
the warp or the woof, or the leather. “But if 
it appears again in the garment, either in 
the warp or the woof, or in anything made 
of leather, it is a spreading leprosy; and 
that garment with the infection shall be 
burned with fire. "But if you wash the gar- 
ment, either warp or woof, or anything 
made of leather, and the infection disap- 
peared from it, then it shall be washed a 
second time, and shal! be clean. "This is 
the law_of the leprous infection in a gar- 





ment of wool or linen, either in the warp or | 8ra 


woof, or in anything mace of leather, to 
pronounce it clean or [0 pronounce it un- 
clean.” 
-x. Laws of Purification for Heaied 
Lepers = 















bird in the blood of the bird killed over the 
running water.t 7Then he shall sprinkle the 
water seven times on the one cleansed | 
from his leprosy, and he shall be clean; | 
then he shall send away the living bird into | 
a field. 8And the one who was cleansed 
shall wash his clothes, shave off all his 
hair, and wash himself in water; and he 
shall be clean. After this, he shall come 
into the camp, and shall stay outside his 
tent seven days. But on the seventh day he 
shall shave all the hair from his head, his 
beard, and his eyebrows—all his hair he 
shall shave off. He shall wash his clothes 
and wash his body in water, and he shall | 
be clean. | : 
10’Then on the eighth day he shall take 
two one-year-old lambs without blemish, a 
one-year-old sheep without blemish, three- 
tenths of the finest wheaten flour for a 
in offering mixed with oil, and also one 
cup of oil.t "Then together with these 
things, the priest who cleanses shall pres- 


ent before the Lord at the door of the taber- 
‘nacle of testimony the man to be made 


cleansed. !2The priest shall then take one 
lamb and offer it as a trespass offering, and 


Jl Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | the cup of oil, and set them apart as a wave 


ing, 2“This shali be the law of the 
leper for the day of his cleansing: He shall 
be brought to the priest. *The priest shall go 
out of the camp, and the priest shall exam- 
ine him: and indeed, if the leprous infec- 
tion is healed in the leper,t ‘the priest shall 
give orders to take, for the one declared 
clean, two small birds, live and clean, and 
also cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop. 


5Then the priest must give orders that one | 


of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel 
over running water. ®As for the living bird, 
he shall take it, the cedar wood, the scarlet 
and hyssop, and dip them and the living 


offering before the Lord. Then he shall 
kill the lamb in the place where he kills the 
sin offering and the whole burnt offering, 
in a holy place; for as the sin offering is the 
priest’s, so is the trespass offering. It is 
most holy. “The priest shall take some of 
the blood of the trespass offering, and put Ìt 
on the tip of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, 
and on the big toe of his right foot. The 
priest shall also take some of the oil from 
the cup and pour it into the palm of his ow? 
left hand. !6Then he shall dip his right fin- 
ger in the oil in his left hand, and sprinkle 


14:3 The person desiring cleansing from his leprosy cannot come to the priest. The priest must go out- 
side the camp to the one so diseased and sick, So too, Christ went outside the camp for us: “Therefore 
Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate” 


(Heb 13:12). 


14:6, 7 This was to be done for the one to be cleansed of leprosy. Leprosy may be what King Davi 
kle me with hyssop, and | will be cleansed." David was praying for pù- 


14:10 The cleansing of the leper—his restoratio 


plet 
prescribed | 
infirmities and was rais 
that was done-and offered on that day. Christ is t 
from the leprosy of sin and all its effects, 


d had 


as a type of sin, as one possible explanation of 


ed on the eighth day, On that day for the cleansed leper, many of the offerings previously e 
n Leviticus were offered, Here again is a type of Christ—our perfect offering—who bores i 
ed from the dead on the eighth day. For the leper, Christ is the fulfillment of al a 
he one who cleanses all mankind—if man is willing— 








some of it with his finger seven times be- 


fore the Lord. The priest shall then put 
some of the remaining oil on the tip of the 


right ear of the one to be cleansed, and also | 


on the thumb of his right hand, the big toe 
of his right foot, and on the blood of the 
trespass offering. '*Then the priest shall 
put the rest of the oil on the head of the one 
to be cleansed. Thus the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the Lord. !9After- 
ward, the priest shall offer the sin offering, 
and by it make atonement for the one to be 
cleansed. Then he shall kill the whole burnt 
offering. The priest shall offer the whole 
burnt offering and the grain offering on the 
altar before the Lord. Thus the priest shall 
make atonement for him, and he shall be 
clean. 

21“But if he is poor and cannot afford it, 
he shall take one lamb as a choice portion 


for a trespass offering, along with one- | 


tenth of fine flour mixed with oil and a'cup | Driest shall go outside the house to the door 


| of the house, and quarantine the house 


of oil as a grain offering, and 22two turtle- 
doves or two young pigeons, such as he is 
able to afford: one shall be a sin offering 
and the other a burnt offering, to make 


for one Whe has a leprous infection, who 
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cannot afford the usual cleansing.” 


s Laws Concerning Leprous Houses «7 
3Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 


Aaron, saying, “4“When you enter the land 


of Canaan, which I give you as a posses- 
sion, and | put the leprous infection in a 
house in the land of your possession, *°and 
he who owns the house comes and tells the 


priest, saying, ‘It seems to me there is an in- 


fection in my house, °**then before the 
priest goes into the house to examine the 
infection, he shall give orders for them to 
empty the house, that everything in the 
house may not become unclean. Afterward 


| the priest shall enter the house to examine 





atonement for him. 2°He shall bring them to | 


the priest on the eighth day for his cleans- 
ing, to the door of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony, before the Lord. 2*The priest shall 
take the lamb of the trespass offering and 
the cup of oil and put them as a deposit be- 
fore the Lord. Then the priest shall kill 
the lamb of the trespass offering, and take 
some of its blood, and put it on the tip of 
the right ear of the one to be cleansed, then 
on the thumb of his right hand, and the big 


toe of his right foot. 2°The priest shall then | 
breaks out in the house, after they took away 


pour some of the oil into the palm of his 
own left hand, and sprinkle with his right 
finger some of the oil in his left hand, seven 


times before the Lord. #8Then the priest 


shall put some of the oil in his hand on the 
tip of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, and also on the thumb of his right 
hand and the big toe of his right foot, on the 
place of the blood of the trespass offering. 


The rest of the oil in the priest’s hand he | 


Shall put on the head of the one to be 
cleansed, to make atonement for him be- 
fore the Lord. “After this, he shall offer one 
of the turtledoves or young pigeons, such 
as he can afford— lone as a sin offering 
and the other as a whole burnt offering, 
With the grain offering. Thus the priest 
Shall make atonement for the one to be 
cleansed before the Lord. °2This is the law 








= 


it. He shall examine the infection; and in- 
deed, if the plague on the walls of the house 
has greenish or reddish depressions that 
appear to be deep in the walls, Sthen the 


seven days. After this, the priest shall 
come again on the seventh day to examine 
it; and indeed, if the infection has spread on 
the walls of the house, “then the priest 
Shall give orders to take away the stones 
with the infection; and they shall cast them 
into an unclean place outside the city. 
“They shall then scrape the house inside 
and outside, and the dust they scrape off 
they shall pour out in an unclean place out- 
side the city. #Then they shall take other 
scraped stones and put them in the place of 
those stones; and they shall take other 
mortar and plaster the house. 

43“Now if the infection comes back and 


the stones and scraped and plastered the 
house, “then the priest shall enter the house 
to examine it; and indeed, if the infection has 
spread in it, there is an active leprosy in the 
house. It is unclean. *®So they shall break 
down the house, its stones, timber, and all its 
plaster, and carry them outside the city to an 
unclean place. Moreover, he who goes into 
the house at all while it is quarantined shall 
be unclean until evening. Also the one who 
lies down in the house shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until evening; and the one 
who eats in the house shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until evening, 

‘6“But if the priest enters the house to ex- 
amine it, and indeed, the infection has not 
spread at all in the house after it was plas- 
tered, then the priest shall pronounce it 
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skin of him who has the discharge shal] 
wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be 
unclean until evening. *If he who has the dis. 
charge spits on him who is clean, he shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be 
unclean until evening. “Any saddle of a don- 
key on which he who has the discharge rides 
shall be unclean until evening. '!°Whoever 
touches anything under him shall be unclean 
until evening; and whoever carries any of 
those things shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until evening 
\l\Whomever he who has the discharge 
touches, and has not rinsed his hands in 
water, he shall wash his clothes and bathe in 
ment for the house, and it shall be clean. | water, and be unclean until evening. 12 An 
5“This is the law for any leprous infec- | earthen vessel that he who has the discharge 
tion and lesion,t Sand for a leprous gar- | touches shall be broken, and every wooden 
ment, a house, *®a scar, a mark, and a bright | vessel shall be rinsed in.water. 
spot, “to determine in which day there is “Now when he who has a-discharge is 
the unclean, and in which day it will be de- | cleansed of his. discharge, he shall count 
clared clean. This is the law of leprosy.” for,himself seven days fer his cleansing: He 
' | shall wash his clothes, and. bathe his body 
=. Laws Concerning Bodily Discharges > | in water; then he shail be clean.t 14On the 
| A Now the Lord spoke to Moses and | eighth day he shall take for himself two 
- Aaron, saying, “Speak to the chil- | turtledoves or two veung pigeons and bring 
dren of Israel, and say to them, to any and | these before the Lord. to the door of the 
every man, ‘When any man has a seminal | tabernacle of testimony, and give them to 
discharge from his body, his discharge is | the priest. Then the’ priest. shall offer 
unclean. “This shall be the law of his | them, the one as a sin offering and the 
uncleanness—whether his bodily member | other as a whole burnt offering. So the 
flows with an involuntary discharge of | priest shall make atonement for him before 
semen, or is stopped up by his discharge, it is | the Lord because of his discharge. 
his uncleanness. “Every bed on which he | 16If any man has an emission of semen, 
who has the discharge lies is unclean, and 
everything on which he sits shall be unclean. 
Whoever touches his bed shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening. "Whoever sits on anything on 
which he who has the discharge sat shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be 
unclean until evening. 7Whoever touches the until evening, 


clean, because the infection is healed.t 
“Then to cleanse the house he shall take | 
two live birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hys- 
sop. And he shall kill one of the birds in an 
earthen vessel over running water; °'and he 
shall take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the 
scarlet, and the living bird and dip them in 
the blood of the slain bird and in the run- 
ning water, and sprinkle the house seven 
times. Thus he shall cleanse the house | 
with the blood of the bird, the running wa- 
ter, and the living bird, along with the cedar 
wood, the hyssop, and the spun scarlet. 
Then he shall send away the living bird 
into a field outside the city and make atone- 





unclean until evening, '7Any garment and 
any leather on which there is semen shall 
be washed with water, and be unclean until 
evening. !8Also, when a woman lies witha 
man and there is an emission of semen, 





14:48 Note that nonliving matter could be redeemed, for atonement could be made for it. Consider 

again the power of Christ’s victory over sin: “the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage 

of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom 8:21) = 

14:54-57 This summarizes chapters 13 and 14. Note here the critical issue i 
i | . ical issue in separating what was in- 

fected—person or object—from the rest of the people. Obviously this H agin s 7 

people from the disease, j MBI this had to'do with protecting the 


__ Leprosy as a type of sin—and its noted consequences—must not esca 
ing separated from those who live in willful sin: “A little leaven leavens 
Clearly, if one chooses to get really close to sin, to tolerate or ignore it, 

“catch” it, Though leprosy is not the most contagious of diseases, what a disease with which to gamble! 
19:13, 14, 28, 29 Cleansing from emissions seven days after the cessation of the discharge came with 
the washing with water. On the eighth day, an offering was brought to the Lord Her ain as a tyẸ 
of the washing of water in baptism and the offering of Christ—raised from th d ai KEANE h day. 
in Christ, there is cleansing, And in Christ, the curse of death is ove POnthen oes 


pled down death by death, upon those in the tombs atoa inoi M Ei On the eighth day, He tram- 


pe us. There is good cause for be- 
the whole lump” (1Co 5:6). 
and acts as if it isn't there, one ma) 


| he shall wash all his body in water and be — 








they shall bathe in water, and be unclean 





be in her menstrual period seven days; and 
whoever touches her shall be unclean until 


evening. 2°Everything she lies on during her | 


menstruation shall be unclean; also every- 
thing she sits on shall be unclean. 21Who- 
ever touches her bed shall wash his clothes 
and bathe his body in water, and be unclean 


she sat on shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until evening. 23] f 
anything is on her bed, or on anything on 
which she sits, when he touches it, he shall 
be unclean until evening. 24If any man lies 
with her, and her uncleanness is on him; he 
shall be unclean seven days: and every bed 
on which he lies shall be unclean. 

2‘If a woman has a discharge of blood 
for many days, other than at the time of her 
menstruation, or if it runs beyond this time, 
all the days of her unclean discharge shall 
be as the days of her menstruation. She 
shall be unclean.t 26Every bed on which she 
lies all the days of her discharge shall be to 
her as the bed of her menstruation: and 
whatever she sits on, it shall be unclean. as 


27Whoever touches her shall be unclean; 
and he shall wash his clothes, bathe in wa- 
ter, and be unclean until evening. 28But if 
she is cleansed of her discharge, she shall 
count for herself seven days, and after that 
she shall be clean. 29Then on the eighth day 
she shall take for herself two turtledoves or 
two young pigeons and bring them to the 
priest, to the door of the tabernacle of testi- 


mony. The priest shall offer one as a'sin- 






If a woman has a discharge, and the 


. | offering and the other as a whole burnt of- 
discharge from her body is blood, she Shall | 
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fering, and the priest shall make atonement 
for her before the Lord because of the dis- 
charge of her uncleanness. 

3I’Thus you shall make the children of Is- 
rael ungodly because of their uncleanness, 
lest they die in their uncleanness when 
they defile My tabernacle among them.t 


: : This is the law for one who has a dis- 
until evening. 22Whoever touches anything | 


charge and who emits semen and is un- 
clean thereby, and for her who is indis- 
posed because of her menstrual period, and 
for one who has a discharge, either man or 
woman, and for the man who lies with her 


during her menstrual period.’ ” 

] Now the Lord spoke to Moses after 
the death of Aaron’s two sons, when 

they offered strange fire before the Lord and 

died;t 2and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell 

Aaron your brother not to come at just any 

time into the holy place inside the veil, in the 


s. The Day of Atonement SP 


| presence of the mercy seat on the ark of the 
| testimony, lest he die; for I will be seen in the 
| Cloud above the mercy seat.t 3Thus Aaron 
Shall come into the holy place with a young 
the uncleanness of her menstruation. | 


bull of the oxen as a sin offering, and a ram 
as a whole burnt offering.t 4He shall put the 
holy linen tunic and the linen trousers on his 
body; he shall be girded with a linen Sash, 
and with the linen turban he shall be attired. 
These are holy garments. Therefore he shall 
wash his body in water and put them on.t 
“Then he shall take from the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel two kids of the 
goats as a sin offering, and one ram as a 
whole burnt offering.t SAaron shall offer 


15:25-30 In light of this passage, consider the account of the woman with the issue of blood, who, though 
unclean—but because of her faith in Christ—dared to touch the Lord as He allowed it (Mk 5:25-34). 

15:31 The tabernacle was the abode of God: No impurity would be tolerated there. Similarly, we are 
cleansed of sin's impurity by the blood of Christ so as to worship God in the heavenly holy of holies. 
16:1 The Day of Atonement was inaugurated, as the text says, after the deaths of the priests Nadab 
and Abihu (ch. 10). After the sin of these two sons of Aaron, the people had a great need to see God's 


provision for forgiveness displayed before them. 


16:2 This description seems to be the reason Nadab and Abihu died, 

16:3 Here begins the description of the annual Day of Atonement, the single most important day in the 
calendar of ancient Israel. Virtually every detail of this day was a type of the work of Christ and His 
atonement for our sins. It is rewarding to give careful attention to the specific details of this day. 


16:4 Aaron was to thoroughly wash himself in water. Here was not only a type of baptism in general, but 
also of the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. Jesus said to John the Baptist, “Permit 
it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Mt 3:15), The true High Priest was 
Preparing to go into the holy of holies for the sins of the whole world. He only is without sin, so it was not 
for His own sins that He was baptized, but for the uncleanness of the people for whom He would suffer. 
16:5 Five animals were offered on this day, a bull for a sin offering for himself, a ram for a burnt offer- 
ing, two male goats as a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering. Each animal offered provided 
types of the work of Christ, 


S85 A.C RI ELC Esaqce 


a) In the Book of Leviticus and detailed further in Deuteronomy 12—26, the Lord com- 
TA) mands Moses to institute a comprehensive system of ritual sacrifices to be offered by the 
1G priests on behalf of the people of God, thus giving the Hebrews a means to be reconciled 
AW with God and to restore harmony amongst themselves, relationships disrupted by sin. 
“ The word “sacrifice” means to make holy or sacred. These sacrifices and offerings— 
offered first at the tabernacle and later in the temple—were basically of two types: animal (cat- 
tle, sheep, goats, doves) and vegetable (wheat, barley, olive oil, wine, cereal, frankincense). The 
offerings were types prefiguring a greater reality to be fulfilled in the coming Incarnation of 
Christ. 







i t THE OLD COVENANT % | 

In the Old Testament animal sacrifices, the blood shed and poured out represented the 
life-force of the animal offered to God: (Gn 9:4; Lv 17:11; Dt 12:23). The animal was more 
than simply a substitute for the worshiper. There was also identification between the animal 
sacrificed and the one on whose behalf it was offered, explaining the emphasis in the Old Tes- 
tament on the blood of the sacrifice (Ex 12:13; 24:4-8;29:15-21; 30:1-10: Lv. 14:24-25; 
Nm 19:1-4). These sacrifices point to the blocd of Christ in the New Testament: “My blood 
of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the rémission of sins” (Mt 26:28; see also 
Acts 20:28; Rom 5:8-10; Col 1:19, 20; Heb 9:11=14: 1Pr 1:17-19; TJn 1:7; Rev 1:4-6: 
7:13-15). ! TEIA | 

On the Day of Atonement, the preeminent Old Testament sacrifice was made. It was to 
atone for all the sins the nation of Israel had committed that vear (Lv 16:2-34). The ceremony 
included (1) animal sacrifices as offerings for sins, and (2) the placing of “ail the transgressions 
of the children of Israel . .. on the head of the living kid”—-the scapegoat—which was then 
driven off into the wilderness (Lv 16:21). This event prefigures the once-for-all self-sacrifice of 
Christ, our great High Priest (Heb 4:14—5:10; 10:19-22) who takes upon Himself all the _ 
sins of all humanity (Is 53:11, 12; Jn 1:29; 2Co 5:21; 1Pt 2:24), tramples down death by His 
voluntary Death on the cross, and thereby reconciles us to God (Is53°5; Gal 3:13, 24-5" 
Col 1:13, 14; Tts 2:13, 14; 1 Pt 3:18). | | i 


| t THE NEW COVENANT © | 

Christ’s once-for-all offering of Himself is for all people for all ume, and supersedes the. 
Mosaic sacrificial system. Accordingly, the mystery of the eucharistic service, accomplished 
within the Divine Liturgy of the Church, is done “in remembrance” of Christ’s sacrifice 
(Lk 22;19) and is a “reasonable and bloodless sacrifice” to be understood as our sacrifice- 
offering to God—“a mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise.” In the Divine Liturgy, instead of an 
animal or grain offering, we offer the Body and Blood of Christ to God. Ina mystery known 
only to God, we thereby participate in the very Body and Blood of Christ offered once for all. 
And in this substantial tnion between Christ—the One sacrificed—and the worshiper, we 
come to more fully understand how we are united to Christ in our baptism and nurtured in 
our union with Christ by the eucharistic offering. The Church prays, “Thine own'of Thine 
own we offer unto Thee, on behalf of all and for all.” | | 

Offering sacrifices never exempted the Hebrews from the duty to live prayerfully and 
morally (Pr 15:8, 9). Moreover, Old Testament prophets stood against empty ritual and 
vain sacrifice (1Kg 15:22; Pss 49:7-15; 90;15-17; Is 1:1-20: Hos 6:6; Am 5:9-27: | 
Mic 6:1-8). Hence, the Mosaic sacrificial system not only prefigures Christ’s own _ 
sacrifice, but also points to the pouring out of ourselves in self-sacrificial service as 
detailed in Romans 12:1 and 1 Peter 2:5. | 
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the young bull as his sin offering, to make 
atonement for himself and his house.t 7He 
shall take the two kids and present them 
before the Lord at the door of the taberna- 
cle of testimony. "Then Aaron shall cast lots 
for the two kids: one lot for the Lord and the 
other lot for the scapegoat.t "Aaron shall 
bring the kid on which the Lord’s lot fell 
and offer it as a sin offering. "But the kid 
on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat 
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to — 
make atonement upon it, to let it go as the 
scapegoat into the desert. | 
“Then Aaron shall offer the young bull 
as his sin offering, to make atonement for 
himself and his house. Thus he shall kill 
the young bull as his sin offering. !2He shall 
then take a censer full of burning coals of 
fire from the altar before the Lord, with his 
hands full of the incense compound, beaten 
fine, and bring it inside the veil. !*He shall 
put the incense on. the fire ‘before the Lord, 
that the cloud of incense may cover the 
mercy seat.on the testimonies, lesi he. die. 
'SHe shall. take some of the young. bull’s 
blood with. his finger and sprinkle it upon 
the east side of the mercy seat seven times. 
"After that, he shall kill the kid of the sin | 
offering before the Lord on behalf of the | 
people, and bring some of its blood inside 
the veil, do with that blood as he did with 
the blood of the young bull, and sprinkle it 
upon the east side of the mercy seat seven 


SS —————— aŮŮŮŮĖŮ 
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times. '6So he shall make atonement in the 
holy place because of the impurities and in- 
justices of the children of Israel, for all their 
sins; and thus he shall do this in the taber- 
nacle of testimony, built among them in the 
midst of their uncleanness.t "There shall be 
no man in the tabernacle of testimony when 
he goes in to make atonement in the holy 
place, until he comes out, that he may make 
atonement for himself, his household, and 
all the congregation of the children of Is- 


-rael. Then he shall go out to the altar be- 


fore the Lord and make atonement upon it: 
and he shall take some of the blood of both 
the young bull and the kid and put it on the 


| horns of the altar all around. !°Then he shall 


sprinkle some of the blood upon it with his 
finger seven times, and cleanse and sanctify 
it because of the impurities of the children 
of Israel. | 


<= The Scapegoat => 


“When Aaron shall finish making 
atonement in the holy place, the tabernacle 
of testimony and the altar, and shall also 
cleanse matters concerning the priests, 
then he shall bring the living kid. 2! Aaron 
shall place his hands on the head of the liv- 
ing kid, confess over it all the transgres- 
sions of the children of Israel, and all their 
lawlessness, and all their sins; and he shall 
put them.on the head of the living kid, and 
send it away into the desert by the hand of 
a suitable man.t 22The kid shall bear on 





16:6 An offering must be made for the priest and his household before he could carry out his duties of 


the day. So too, the clergy of the Church should never assume they do not need cleansing, for they 
too—and their households—sin as do others. The role of the clergy is unique, but they are still sinners ~ 
in need of a sacrifice. It is not only the people who confess themselves to be chief of sinners at every 


Divine Liturgy—the clergy do as well. 


16:8 Both goats together are one sin offering, Aaron cast lots over the two-goats. The one on which 
the lot fell was for the Lord, and was to be slain. The other would be the scapegoat, to be let go into 
the wilderness. It takes both goats to make clear as one picture what was happening. 

Theodoret writes regarding these two goats, “| will however mention the sacrifice in which two 
goats were offered, the one being slain, and the other let go. In these two goats there is an anticipative 
image of the two natures of the Savior; in the one let go, of the impassible Godhead, and in the one 


slain, of the passible manhood.” 


16:16 Blood from the young bull was sprinkled seven times on the east side of the mercy seat— 

the symbol of completion. This was to cleanse the holy of holies—to make atonement for the holy 

of holies itself, because of the impurities of the sons of Israel. Similarly, Christ sprinkled His own blood 

in the heavenly holy of holies so we might enter there in worship (Heb 9:23, 24). | 

16:21 The high priest laid his hands on the head of the live goat. In doing so, he laid the sins and trans- 

gressions of the sons of Israel on the head of that goat. The goat, an innocent victim, bore on itself all the 

iniquities of the people. The goat, taken by a designated person, was then sent off into the wilderness. 
The picture is clear. As the goat goes into the wilderness, so do the sins and transqressions of the 

People—never to be seen again. This reminds us of the Psalmist’s words, “As far as the east is from the 

west, / So"He removes our transgressions from us" (Ps 102:12). This marvelous reality is part of the foun- 

dation of what the Orthodox priest says in the Sacrament of Confession: “And now, having no further 


Care for the sins you have confessed, go in peace.” 
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tive of your own country or a resident 
alien who dwells among you. *°For on that 
day the priest shall make atonement for 
you, to cleanse you from all your Sins be. 
fore the Lord. Thus you shall be clean. ĉi]t 
is a Sabbath of Sabbaths, a rest for you, 
and you shall humble your souls, It is an 
ordinance forever. *2So the priest who js 
anointed and consecrated to minister as 
priest in his father’s. place shall make 
atonement and put on the linen clothes, 
the holy garments. 2°Then he shall make 
atonement in the most holy place, the tab- 
ernacle of testimony and the altar; and he 
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itself all their wrongdoings to an uninhab- 
ited land. Thus he shall send away the kid 
into the desert. 22Then Aaron shall come | 
into the tabernacle of testimony and take 
off the linen garments he put on when he 
went into the holy place; and he shall leave 
them there. 24He shall then wash his body 
with water in a holy place, put on his gar- 
ments, and come out to offer his whole 
burnt offering and the whole burnt offering | 
of the people, to make atonement for him- | 
self, his house, the people, and’in matters | 
concerning the priests. 2°The fat of the sin 
offering he shall offer on the altar. 26He 
who sent away the kid which was Set apart 
for remission shall wash his clothes and | cerning the priests and all the congrega- 
bathe his body in water, and afterward he | tion.t 34So this shall be an ordinance for- 
may come into the camp. 27The young bull | ever for you, to make atonement for the 
and the kid for the sin offerings whose | children of Israel, for all their sins; and he 
blood was brought in to make atonement in | shall do this once a year,” as the Lord gave 
the holy place shall be carried outside the | orders,to Moses. | 7 
camp; and they shall burn them in the fire: | PA RIRA 
their skin, their flesh, and their offal.? pau ne me sanci cl Blot a Ez 
28Then he who burns them shall wash his 1 Now Line Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
clothes and bathe his body in water; and af- | + ing,’ *“ Speak to Aaron, his sons, and 
| all the children of Israel, and say to them, 


| 

terward, he may come into the camp. | 
kak wet ce: This is the thing the Lord commanded 

| 

| 





=. Ordinances for the Day saying, °“Whatever man of the children of 

of Atonement > Israel, or resident aliens dwelling among 

29“This shall be an ordinance forever for | them, kills a young bull, a sheep; or a goat 
you: In the seventh month, on the tenth | in the camp, or kills it outside the camp, 
day of the month, you shall humble your | *and does not bring it to the door of the tab- 
souls, and do no work at all, whether a na- | ernacle of testimony, to offer it as a whole 





16:27 The bull of the sin offering and the goat, the blood of which was taken into the holy of holies, 
both were taken outside the camp and burned. Another type of Christ: “For the bodies of those ani- 
mals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. 
Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach” (Heb 13:11-13). i SM}! 
16:33 The atonement granted this day to the people of Israel could picture only in a limited way—as iS 
true of all types—what Christ would do in His suffering and death. This old covenant offering could not 
make the conscience of the worshiper perfect (Heb 9:8, 9), though it did cleanse from all sin. 

But our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, entered the heavenly holy of holies, where He sprinkled His 
sacrificial blood to deal fully with our sins. Today is the Day of Atonement. Today is the eighth day— 
the day after which there are no more days. In the old covenant, the high priest went into the holy of 
holies once every year, and necessarily came back out immediately. Not so of Christ. He went into the 
heavenly holy of holies with His own blood to atone for our sins, and thus to reconcile us with God. 
17:1-8 Why this strict law regarding the slaying of domestic animals? It was to prevent Israel from 
succumbing to the idolatry of the peoples around them—to keep them holy and separate from idolatry. tt 
was quite common among ancient people to offer animal sacrifices to their idols. But Israel was a nation Sé 
apart for God alone. Her people were to be a holy people living in fellowship with the true and living G04 
idolatry, more quickly than any other cause, would turn them away from God. There was and is but one 
true God, and He revealed Himself to Israel and gave them instruction regarding their relationship to Him: 

Here also is a type of the uniqueness of Christ. At Matins, Orthodox Christians sing, “God is the Lord 
and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord." That revelation is 
Christ Himself. He alone is the atonement for our sins, reconciling us to God. He alone is the Savior. |S 
rael was a type of the Church—the new people of God—and this type expresses how the Church is to 
be separate from the world. i eee 





shall make atonement for matters con- — 





| 





burnt offering or a peace offering to the 


Lord, acceptable for a sweet aroma; and 
whatever man kills outside and does) not 
bring it to the door of the tabernacle of tes- 
timony, so as to offer it as a gift to the Lord 


before the Lord’s tabernacle, blood shall be | 


reckoned to that man, for he has shed 
blood; and that man shall be utterly 
destroyed from among his people, 5that the 
children of Israel may bring their sacrifices 
they kill in the fields to the Lord at the door 
of the tabernacle of testimony, to the priest, 
and offer them as peace offerings to: the 
Lord. “The priest shall pour the blood upon 
the altar all around before the Lord at the 
doors of the tabernacle: of testimony, and 
offer the fat for a sweet aroma to the Lord. | 
‘They shall no more offer their sacrifices to | 
worthless things, after whom they prosti- | 
tuted themselves. This shall be’ an ordi- 
nance forever for you throughout your gen- 
erations.’ ”t 

8“Also you shall say to them, ‘Whatever | 
man of the children of Israel; or of the res- | 
ident aliens who dwell among you, offers a 
whole burnt offering or sacrifice? "and does 
not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of 


testimony, to offer it to the Lord, that man | 
-he does not both wash his body and bathe 
| in water, he shall bear his guilt.” 


Shall be utterly destroyed from among his 
people. 


And whatever man of the children of 
Israel, or of the resident aliens dwelling 
among you, eats any blood, I will set My 
face against that soul who eats blood and 
will utterly destroy him from among his 
people. '!For the life of all flesh is in its 


blood, and I give it to you upon the altar to 
-make atonement for your souls; for its 


blood makes atonement for the soul.’t 
“Therefore, I said to the children of Israel, 
‘No one among you shall eat blood, nor 
Shall any resident alien who dwells among 
you eat blood.’ !*Whatever man of the chil- 
dren of Israel, or of the resident aliens 
dwelling among you, hunts and catches 
any animal or bird that may be eaten, he 
shall pour out its blood and cover it with 
dirt: ‘T for the life of all flesh is its blood. 
Therefore, I said to the children of Israel, 
“You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for 
the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever 
eats it shall be utterly destroyed.’ | 
“Every soul who eats what died natu- 
‘rally or what was torn by wild animals, 


‘whether a native of your own country or a 
resident alien, he shall both wash his 


clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean un- 
til evening. Then he shall be clean. !6But if 





17:7 Israel had a history of habitually straying into the worship of idols, often labeled by the prophets 
as spiritual fornication, showing their unfaithfulness to God. 

Here is a type of the faithfulness Christians are to have to Christ. The Church is the Bride of Christ. 
Jesus is the Groom—so noted on Great and Holy Thursday—to whom the Church sings, “The Groom of 


the Church is fastened with nails . 
one or anything else is spiritual fornication. 


” To turn from the Groom to seek union or communion with any- 


17:8, 9 Any Israelite who refused to bring his sacrifice to the tabernacle of testimony to offer it there 
would bring about his own destruction. Likewise, anyone who refuses to worship the Word made _ 
flesh—for He tabernacled in the flesh—destroys himself. For we worship His holy body (AthanG). 
17:11 Because of the supreme importance of blood in atonement for sin, it was imperative that blood 
be treated with unique respect. According to this passage, the life was in the blood. If blood was shed, 
a life was given, and the sacrifice was genuine, Not that blood has inherent power to forgive. Rather _ 
the blood, with its inherent life, is God's gift to mankind to make atonement for sin. The necessity for 
atonement was the sacrifice of the innocent life of an animal. 

But what was important—lest Israel should become careless about atonement—was not only the 
blood of the innocent animals sacrificed, but that all animal blood be regarded with respect. All life was 


sacred and to be respected, 


Of course, this understanding concerning blood in the old covenant was but a type of the blood of 
Christ, which initiated the new covenant. On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus said, “This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you" (Lk 22:20). St. Paul says, “In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph 1:7), Also St. John. 
says, “But if we walk in the light.as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1Jn 1:7). | 
17:13, 14 Game animals were another story. They could be killed and eaten anywhere: but still the 


blood was not to be eaten. 
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sa. Laws of Sexual Morality <> 
al Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
ing,t 2“Speak to the children of 
Israel, and say to them, ‘I am the Lord your 
God. *According to the way of life in the 
land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall 
not do; and according to the way of life in 
the land of Canaan, where I bring you, you 
Shall not do; nor shall you walk in their 
Ordinances. You shall do My judgments 
and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: I 
am the Lord your God.t 5You shall there- 
fore keep all My ordinances and My judg- 
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ments, and do these, which if a man does, 
he shall live by them; I am the Lord your 
God.t None of you shall approach anyone 
who is near of kin to him, to uncover his 
nakedness: I am the Lord.t "The nakedness 
of your father or mother you shall not 
uncover. She is your mother; you shall not 
uncover her nakedness. "The nakedness of 
your father’s wife you shall not uncover: it 
is your father’s nakedness. "The nakedness 
of your sister, the daughter of your father, 
or the daughter of your mother, whether 
born at home or elsewhere, her nakedness 
you shall not uncover. The nakedness of 


18:1-3 Israel was commanded not to live according to the way of life of Egypt and Canaan, nor to walk 
in their ordinances. The way of life in Egypt and Canaan was fallen, characterized by sinful passions, 
especially idolatry. The Scriptures describe this way of life as the “old man” (Rom 6:6), and for the ~ 
Church, this way of life was crucified with Christ in baptism. 

Nor was Israel to walk in their ordinances, for many of these were unjust and ungodly. Examples of 
these are given in vv. 19-30, for instance the perversion of homosexuality (v.22) and sodomy (v. 23). In 
our modern era, laws are being passed favoring homosexuality and abortion. But laws of this kind are 


an abomination to God (v. 30). 


18:4 Israel was to walk in the ordinances of the Mosaic Law, The Church, on the other hand, is to walk 
in the Law of Christ, a higher standard than the Mosaic (Rom 8:1-4). | A i 
18:5 Israel was to keep all the ordinances of the Law of Moses. In so doing they. would attain to righ- 
teousness, but if they should offend in one point, they would be guilty of breaking the whole of it 
Gam 2:10). There was no other way of attaining righteousness under this Law than by fulfilling the 
whole of it. However, they failed to attain the righteousness required by the Law (Rom 9:31), for such 


an attainment was an impossibility (Acts 15:10). Their failure required atonement for sins and reconcilia- 


tion with God. 


Christ atoned for their sins and those of the entire world. Through His death and Resurrection He 
made possible the attainment of righteousness by faith in Him. “Moses showed us the righteousness 
required by the Law, what kind it is. So what kind is it and in what does it consist? ‘The man who does 
these things shall live by them,’ Moses said. There was no other way of becoming righteous in the Law 
except by fulfilling the whole of it. But this was not possible for anyone, and therefore this righteous- 
ness failed them. . . . For that required the fulfillment of all things (for when you do all, then you shall 
live); but the righteousness of faith does not say this, but what does it say? ‘If you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved, for 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation’ 
(Rom 10:9, 10)... . There is no long journey to go on, no seas to sail over, no mountains to pass, to get 
saved. But if you be not minded to cross so much as the threshold, you may even while you sit at home 
be saved. For ‘in your mouth and in your heart’ is the source of salvation” (JohnChr). 

18:6-18 As with most of Leviticus, there are two levels of interpretation to this passage. First, there is 
the immediate meaning for the people of Israel. Second, there is the type presented in the matter at 
hand, to be fulfilled later. First then, there were the laws regarding unlawful sexual intercourse 
(uncover nakedness). The immediate meaning relates to family integrity—the thread on which family 
members are strung, as jewels, in the relationship of husband and wife as “one flesh” (Gn. 1:24). The 
laws set forth here were not arbitrary. They clearly reflected the essential created character of marriage 


and family relationships. 


Secondly, at least two types are made clear in looking toward the new covenant. One is that israel iS 
understood as the wife of God and thus as a type of the Church—as the bride of Christ. The second is 
that the earthly husband and wife were also a type of Christ and the Church. The relationship betwee 


Christ and his people is a substantial union—a union of our human nature with His resurrected and glo 


rified human nature, This is not merely a moral union, a kind of pleasant fellowship with Christ. Bap- 
tism into Christ produces a dynamic union of substance with Him. This relationship must be guarded 
and nurtured with the utmost care, The union must not be corrupted by adding to it that which is for- 
eign. One cannot have a commitment to union with both God and the world and its attachments, as 
Christ said: “You cannot serve God and mammon” (Mt 6:24), Nothing should be introduced into the 
relationship of oneness that would in any way profane it or make it common, 





i — eee. |. : aa LEN IGOS 
your son’s daughter, or your daughter’s | these things; for by all these ways of life the 
daughter, their nakedness you shall not | nations are defiled, which I am casting out 
uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness. | before your face. 25For the land is defiled, 
(The nakedness of your father’s wife’s | and on its account I am repaying them for 
daughter, begotten by your father—she is | their wrongdoing. Thus the land became 
your sister—you shall not uncover her | vexed with those dwelling upon it. 2°You 
nakedness. !2You shall not uncover the | shall therefore keep all My ordinances and 
nakedness of your father’s sister; she is | My judgments and shall not do any of these 
near of kin to your father. 3You shall not abominations, either any of your own na- 
uncover the nakedness of your mother’s | tion or any resident alien who dwells 
sister, for she is near of kin to your mother. among you 27(for the men of the land be- 
You shall not uncover the nakedness of | fore you did all these abominations, and 
your father’s brother, and approach his | thus the land was defiled), 28that the land 
wife; she is your aunt. You shall not | not be vexed with you in your defilement of 
uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in- | it, as it was vexed with the nations before 
law—she is your son’s wife—you shall not | you. 29For whoever does any of these abom- 
uncover her nakedness. !*You shall’ not | inations. these souls shall be utterly de- 
uncover the nakedness of ‘your brother’s | stroyed from among their people. 2°There- 
wife; it is your brother’s nakedness. !7You fore, you shall keep My ordinances, so as 
shall not uncover the nakedness of a | not to do any of these abominable customs 
woman and her daughter, nor shall you | which were committed before you, and not 
take her son's daughter, or her daughter’s | to defile yourselves by them: for | am the 
daughter, to uncover their nakedness. They | Lord your God.” | 

are near of kin to her. It is impious. '8Nor | 7 

shall you take a woman as a rival to her sis- ~ Laws of Morality and Justice = 

ter, to uncover her nakedness while the | | Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
other is alive. ing,t 2“Speak to all the congregation 

‘Also you shall not approach a woman | of the children of Israel and say to them, 
to uncover her nakedness as long as she is | ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God 
in her menstrual period of uncleanness. | am holy. ?Every one of you shall reverence 
“Moreover, you shall not lie carnally with | his father and mother and keep My 
your neighbor’s wife, to defile yourself with | Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God. 4Do not 
her. ¢!Furthermore, you shall not give your | follow’ idols, nor make for yourselves 
offspring to worship a ruler, nor shall you | molten gods: I am the Lord your God. 5And 
defile My holy name: I am the Lord. 22You | if you offer a sacrifice of a peace offering to 
shall not lie with a male as with a woman. | the Lord, you shall offer it in a manner 
It is an abomination. 2*Nor shall you mate | acceptable for you. ‘It shall be eaten the 
with any animal, to defile yourself with it. | same day you offer it, and on the next day, 
Nor shall any woman stand before an ani- | and if any remains until the third day, it 
mal to mate with it. It is perversion. _| Shall be burned in the fire. 7And if it is 

Do not defile yourselves with any of | eaten at all on the third day, it is not fit to 
19:1-3 The repeated formula, You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy, is of vital importance. 
First, this is the point of this whole Law. That God is holy does not mean He is a rule-keeper or enforcer. 
There is no legalism with God. Israel was to be what He is. His people were to be holy as He is. Rule- 
keeping was not the end in view; being like God was. 

This is also the goal of the new covenant. However, in the new covenant things are seen more clearly, 
because Jesus Christ is the supreme definition of holiness. This huge difference in the understanding of 
the Law was the source of great conflict between the scribes and Pharisees and Jesus. He was holy. They 
were rule-keepers who had lost the Rule-giver, and thereby lost their holiness. 

The expression, “I am the Lord,” “| am the Lord your God," or "I am the Lord their God," appears 
approximately fifty times in Leviticus, The “I Am" is of critical importance, It is the absolute foundation 
of the covenant treaty formula used here. Everything in the relationship between God and Israel de- 
pended on it. It identified the old covenant Maker. The “| Am" identified Him uniquely as God. At the 
burning bush, the Lord introduced Himself to: Moses as the “| Am" (Ex 3:6, 14), 

In Jn 8:58, the identity of the Speaker in Leviticus is made known to be Jesus, who says to the Jews, 
“Most assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | AM." He is the Son and Word of God, one of the 
three Persons of the All-Holy Trinity. | : 
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be offered. It. shall not be accepted. 
‘Therefore, everyone who eats it shall bear 
his guilt, because he has defiled the holy 
things of the Lord; and the souls that eat it 
shall be utterly destroyed from among their 
people. | 

“When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not wholly reap the corners 
of your field, nor shall you gather the 
gleanings of your harvest. !°Also you shall 
not glean your vineyard, nor shall you 
gather every grape of your vineyard; you 


146 






cause she was not free. 2!'Then he 


i ; shali 
bring his trespass offering 


to the Lord, to 


the door of the tabernacle of testimony, 4 | 


ram as a trespass offering. The priest 
shall make atonement for him with the ram 
of the trespass offering before the Lord for 


| the sin he committed; and the sin he com. 
| mitted shall be remitted him. 


Shall leave them for the poor and the resi- 


dent alien; I am the Lord your God. 

'"You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor 
lie to one another. !2You shall not swear by 
My name. unjustly, nor shall. you defile the 
name of your God: I am the Lord your God. 
'SYou shall not treat your neighbor unjustly, 
nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired 
shall not remain with you all night until 
morning. '*You shall not curse the deaf, nor 
put a stumbling block before the blind. but 
shall fear your God: Iam the Lord your God. 

15“You shall dono injustice in judgment. 
You shall not be partial to the poor, ner ad- 
mire the person of the mighty. In righteous- 
ness you shall judge your neighbor. !*You 
Shall not go about deceitfully among your 
people; nor shall you take a. stand against 
the life of your neighbor: I am the. Lord 
your God. '7You shall not hate your brother 
in your mind. You shall surely rebuke your 
neighbor, and not bear guilt because of 
him. !*You shall not take vengeance, nor 
bear any grudge against the children of 
your people, but you shall love your neigh- 
bor as yourself: | am the Lord.t 

19*You shall keep My law. You shall not let 
your cattle mate with a different species. 
You shall not sow your field with mixed 
seeds, Nor shall a garment of mixed linen 
and wool come upon you. 


20‘'Whoever lies carnally with a woman 


who is betrothed to a man as a concubine 
and has not at all been redeemed nor given 
her freedom, for this there shall be an in- 





19:18 The exhortation, you shall love your neighbor as yourself, here makes its first appearance in the 


quiry; but they shall not be put to death, be- 


Sa 


25‘When you come into the land the Lord 
your God gives you and have planted all 
kinds of trees for food, then you shall 
cleanse its impurity. Three years its fruit 
Shall be impure to you. It shall not be eaten. 
4But in the fourth year all its fruit shall be 
holy, a praise to the Lord. 25Then in the fifth 
year you may eat its fruit, that it may yield 
to you its increase: | am the Lord your God. 

6°You shall not eat upon the mountains, 
nor divine for omens, nor watch. birds for 
omens. *7You shall not shave around the 
sides of your head, nor shall you disfigure 
the edges of-your beard. 28You- shall. not 
make any gashing on your bodies for the 
dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the 
Lord your God. *°Do not defile your daugh- 
ter, to Cause her to commit fornication, lest 
the land fall into fornication, and the land 
become full of lawlessness. Opes 

$°°You shall keep My Sabbaths and rever- 
ence My holy things: I am the Lord. 3! You 
Shall not follow ventriloquists, nor attach 
yourselves to enchanters, to be defiled by 
them: | am the Lord your God. 32You shall 
rise before the gray-headed and honor the 
presence of an old man, and fear your God: 
I am the Lord your God. °%And if a resident 
alien dwells with you in your land, you 
shall not mistreat him. 34The resident alien 
who dwells among you shall be to you as 
one born among you, and you. shall love 
him as yourself; for you were resident 
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord 
your God. “You shall do no injustice i? 
judgment, in measurement of length, 
weight, or balances. 2*You shall have hon- 
est scales, honest weights, and hones! 
measures: I am the Lord your God, wh? 
brings you out of the land of Egypt. 


Bible and its only appearance in the Old Testament. It is a summary of what was required in the Law ° 


Moses. ) 


In the time of Jesus, the religious Jews understoo 


d this statement to be crucial to understanding the 
Law. Lk 10:25-37 shows this. A lawyer questioned Jesus about the means of acquiring eternal life. Jesus 


asked him what was his reading of the Law. The lawyer replied, “'You shall love the Loro your God w 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor a 


yourself” (v, 27). The lawyer further asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 


Jesus answered with the parable o 


the Good Samaritan, giving us an understanding of this passage in Leviticus, 
















Therefore you shall keep all My law 
and all My ordinances, and perform them: 1 | 


am the Lord your God,’ ” 
) Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
J ing,t 2“Again, you shall say to the 
children of Israel, ‘Whoever of the children 
of Israel, or of the resident aliens dwelling 
in Israel, gives any of his children to wor- 
ship a ruler, let him be put to death. The 
people of the land shall stone him with 
stones.t 3I will set My face against that man 
and will destroy him from among his peo- 
ple, because he gave his children to a ruler, 


-. Penalties for Lawbreakers a7- 


to defile My holy things and profane the | 


name of those sanctified for Me.t 4But if the 
natives of the land disregard that man, tak- 
ing no notice of him when he gives his chil- 
dren to a ruler, and they donot: kill him, 
Athen I will set My face against that man 
and those of his kind. For since’ he and 
those in agreement with him: prostituted 
themselves to rulers; | will destroy them 
from among their people. ®Atso the ‘soul 
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tery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer 
and the adulteress shall be put to death. 
UThe man who lies with his father’s wife 
has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both 
Shall surely be put to death, for they are 
guilty. “If a man lies with his daughter-in- 
law, both shall surely be put to death. They 
are impious, and therefore guilty. If a man 
lies with a male as he lies with a woman, 
both: committed an abomination. They 
shall be put to death, for they are guilty. 14If 
a man marries a woman and her mother, it 
is wickedness. They shall be burned with 
fire, both he and they, that there may be no 
wickedness among you. If a man mates 
with an animal, he shall surely be put to 
death, and you shall kill the animal. !*If a 
woman approaches any animal and mates 
with it, you shall kill the woman and the 
animal. They shall surely be put to death, 
for they are guilty. } 

7‘TIf a man takes his sister, his father’s 
daughter or his mother’s daughter, and 


= == 


| sees her nakedness,.and she sees his 


nakedness, it is a,reproach. They shall be 


who follows ventriloquists and charmers, | utterly destroyed in the presence of their 


to prostitute himself with them, | will set | 


My face against that soul and destroy him 
from among his people: “Therefore, you 
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am 
holy. You shall keep My ordinances and 
perform them: I am the Lord who sanctifies 
you. ’Whatever man curses his: father or 
mother shall surely be put to death. He 
cursed his father or mother. Thus he shall 
be guilty,t 

“The man who commits adultery with 
another man’s wife, or who commits adul- | 


20:1, 23 The material in this chapter deals with penalties for sins approved by the Canaanites but 





people. He has uncovered his sister's 
nakedness. They shall bear their guilt. 8Ifa 
man lies with a woman during her men- 
strual period and uncovers her nakedness, 
he has exposed her flow, and she has un- 
covered the flow of her blood. Both shall be 
utterly destroyed from among their people. 
19You shall not uncover the nakedness of 
your father’s sister, nor your mother’s sis- 


ter, for that would uncover his near of kin. 


They shall bear their guilt. 7°If a man lies 
with his close relative, he has uncovered 


which God considered abominable—human sacrifice, psychic practices, cursing of parents, unlawful sex- 
ual relationships, as well as other matters. Verse 23 gives us the key to understanding this: You shall not 
walk in the ordinances of the nations | am casting out before you; for they commit all these things, 


and therefore | abhor them. 


20:2-5 Idolatry was the single greatest danger to the people of God. The first of the Ten Command- 
ments is, “You shall have no other gods before Me.” Idolatry was often the downfall of Israel. 

20:3, 7 God's holy things must not be profaned, for this profanes His name. With this in mind, we pray 
in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed by Thy name.” St. Cyprian writes, “After this, we say: ‘Hallowed be Thy 
Name,’ not that we wish for God to be hallowed by our prayers, but to beseech Him that His name be- 
hallowed in us, But by whom is God sanctified, since He Himself sanctifies? Well, because He says: “Be ye 
holy, even as lam holy,’ we ask and entreat, that we who were sanctified in baptism may continue in 


that which we have begun to be." : 


20:9, 11, 12, 16, 17, 19, 27 The Law of Moses taught that man is only guilty before God by free 
choice, but not by nature. For man is good by nature; otherwise, we would be imputing guilt to God 
(Gn 1:31), Thus, man does not possess a sinful nature, for all sins are committed by personal choice. No 
one can claim he sins out of necessity. All sins therefore are contrary both to God and to nature. The 
Law also refuted the false notion that man is guilty before God because of Adam's sin, Adam was guilty 


of his own transgression, as is true of any and all. 


LEVITICUS 20:21 


his relative’s nakedness. They shall die 
childless, 2f a man takes his brother’s 
wife, it is uncleanness. He has uncovered 
his brother’s nakedness. They shall be 
childless. 

+ You shall therefore keep all My ordi- 
nances and all My judgments and perform 
them, that the land to which I am bringing 
you to dwell in not be provoked at you. 
*3Also, you shall not walk in the ordinances 
of the nations I am casting out before you: 
for they commit all these things, and there- 
fore I abhor them. 24But I said to you, “You 
Shall inherit their land, and I will give it to 
you to possess, a land flowing with milk 
and honey.” I am the Lord your God, who 
separated you from all peoples.t 25You shall 
therefore distinguish between clean ani- 
mals and unclean, between unclean birds 
and clean, and you:shall not make your 
souls abominable by animals or birds, or by 
any kind of living thing that creeps on the 
ground, which I separated from you as un- 
clean.t 26You shall be holy to Me, for I, the 
Lord your God, who separated you from all 
peoples for Myself, am holy, 

2A man or a woman who is a ventrilo- 
quist or a charmer shall surely be put to 
death; they shall stone them with stones, 
for they are guilty, ” 


2 to the priests, the sons of Aaron, 
and say to them, ‘They shall not be defiled 
by the dead among their people,t 2except 
for their nearest relatives: their father, 








= Conduct for Priests sz 


20:24 The heart of the issue in all of these laws 
tion to those around them, Why? Because God 


was punishable by death, for 
20:25, 26 The violations of God's law here were ( 
and (c) against the units that made up the theocr 


legislation regarding the family. 
21:1 Jesus Christ holds the offices of 
sundry rules for the Aaronic 


for him than for the laity, 
21:1-3 The defilement referred to 


148 


Now the Lord said to Moses, “Speak | 


was the sanctification of the people of God, in-distinc- 


is the Lord their God, their King. Israel was to be a theo- 
cratic kKingdom—one ruled over by a gracious and lovin 


subjects. This is why Israel was to be so separate from a 
it was high treason against the kingdom 


prophet, priest, and king, 
Testament is filled with types of Christ with respect to these th 
priesthood are given, along with 
of Christ abound throughout, and the priest was a type of Hi 





mother, sons, daughters, brother, ‘and vir. 
gin sister near to him and having no hyg. 


band; for these he may be defileg | 
| “Otherwise, he shall not be unexpectedly 
defiled and profaned among his people | 


“You shall not shave a bald spot on your 
head for the dead, nor shall they shave the 
edges of their beard, nor make any cuttings 
on their flesh. They shall be holy to their 
God, and not defile the name of their Gog 
for they offer the sacrifices of the Lord as 
the gifts of their God; therefore, they shall 
be holy. “They shall not take a wife who jg 
a prostitute and defiled, nor shall they take 
a woman divorced from her husband; for g 
priest is holy to the Lord his God 
‘Therefore you shall sanctify him, for he 
offers the gifts of the Lord your God. He 
Shall be holy to you, for I the Lord, who 
sanctifies them, am holy. 9The daughter of 
any priest, if she defiles herself by playing 
the harlot, she defiles the name of her 
father. She shall be burned with fire. “The 
high priest who is great among his 
| brethren, on whose head the anointing oil 
| was poured and who was consecrated to 
| wear the garments, shall not uncover his 
| head nor tear his clothes; !!nor shall he go 
near any soul who died, nor defile himself 
for his father or mother: !2nor shall he go 
| out of the:holy places, nor defile the sancti- 
fied place of his God; for the consecration 
of God’s holy anointing oil is upon him: 
I am the Lord. '3Moreover, he shall take 
a wife in her virginity. 4But-a widow, a 
divorced woman, a defiled woman, or a 
prostitute—these he shall not marry; but he 





g God who knew perfectly what was best for His 
ll the kingdoms around her and why idolatry 
of God. 


a) against God, (b) against the nation—the theocracy, 
acy, namely the family, 
nation and the family were God-given, for people to 


ways, the inhabitants would suffer greatly, These law 


which included marriage. The 
live by and in. If they should turn from God's 
5 are contrary to the current direction of ideas and 


at the same time and forever. The Old — 
ree aspects of His ministry. In this chapte! 
instructions for the high priesthood. Types 
m. Therefore, a higher standard was set 
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shall take a virgin of his own people as 
wife. Nor shall he defile his seed among 
his people, for I the Lord sanctify him,’ ” 
'6Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
\7“Speak to Aaron, saying, ‘No man of your 
descendants in succeeding generations 
who has any defect may approach to offer 
the gifts of his God.t !8For any man who 
has a defect shall not approach: a man 
lame or blind, who has a slit nose or ear, 9a 
man who has a broken hand or foot, 2%or is 
a hunchback or has a defect in his eye, or 
an inflammation with respect.to the eyes, 
or a man who has a Severe itch or a single 
testicle. 21No man of the seed of Aaron the 
priest who has a defect shall come near to 
offer the sacrifices to your God. He has a 





defect; he shall not come near to offer the | 


gifts of your God. The gifts of his God are 
most holy, and he may eat only the holy 
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LEVITICUS 22:12 








whoever of your seed goes near the holy 
things the children of Israel sanctify to the 
Lord while his uncleanness is upon him, 
that soul shall be utterly destroyed by Me: I 





am the Lord your God: ‘Whatever man of 


the seed of Aaron who is a leper or has an 
involuntary discharge of semen shall not 
eat the holy offerings until he is clean. Also 
whoever touches any impurity of a soul 
who had an emission of semen while 
asleep on his bed, 5or whoever touches any 
unclean creeping thing by which he would 
be defiled, or anyone by whom he would be 
defiled, whatever his uncleanness may be— 
‘the soul who has touched any such thing 
shall be unclean until evening, and shall 
not eat of the holy things, unless he washes 
his body with water. 7Thus when the sun 
goes down, he shall be clean; and after- 
ward he may eat of the holy things, 


things; but he shall not go near the veil or | because it is his food. 8Whatever dies natu- 


approach the altar, because he has a defect. | 
lest he defile the holy place of his God: for | 


I the Lord sanctify them,’ ” 4Thus Moses 
told this to Aaron and his sons, and to all 


the children of Israel. 

y Then the Lord spoke to Moses. say- 
ing,' 2“Tell Aaron and his sons to be 

careful for the holy things of the children of 

Israel, in what is sanctified to Me, so as not 

to defile My holy name: I am the Lord. *Say 

to them, ‘Throughout your generations, 








21:14 The high priest was allowed to marry only a virgin, and she had to be from his own people— 


rally or is torn by wild animals he shall not 
eat, to. defile himself with it: I am the Lord. 
They shall therefore keep My ordinances, 


lest they bear sin for it and die thereby, if 
they defile these. I the Lord God sanctify 
them. !°No foreigner shall eat the holy 
things; one who sojourns with the priest or 
a hired servant shall not eat the holy 
things. ''But if the priest buys a soul with 
his money, this one may eat the priest’s 
food; and one who is born in his house may 
eat his food. If the priest’s daughter is 





an Israelite woman. He serves as a significant type of Christ, who is the Groom of the Church. The 
Church is forever His virgin bride. Christ and the Church form the perfect marriage; thus the types in the 


Old Testament foreshadow that perfection. 


21:17 To serve in the priesthood, one had to be free of physical defects. This was a type of the ultimate 
offerer, the sinless and spotless Jesus, who Himself is the sinless and spotless offering. Thus, the animal 
to be offered was to be without spot or blemish. The physical was a type and symbol of the spiritual, 
and both are important. And lest it be considered cruel or unfair that the deformed were not allowed 
to offer the gifts of his God, to serve at the altar, let it be understood, quite to the contrary, that hope 
is given here for all. The priesthood in the Church in the age to come will be open to all in Christ. No 
one will be deformed, for any deformed in this life will be made completely whole in the world to 
come. All will participate in the priesthood forever, “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and domin- 


ion forever and ever. Amen” (Rev 1:5, 6). 


22:1-16 Rules regarding the priests eating certain portions of some of the offerings may appear strin- 
gent to the casual reader. However, when the sacrifices mentioned here are recognized as types of 
Christ, the One who is the perfect sacrifice and makes Himself available to be eaten, these rules make 


perfect sense. 


They offer significant insight into the work of Christ. Jesus said, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is food 
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and | in 
him” (Jn 6:53-56), This eating of the sacrifice is not to be done casually or carelessly, Christ is the life 
and salvation of the world, He is not to be partaken of in any profane manner. | 
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off or 
yourself, but for a vow of yours it shall not 
be accepted. *4You shall not offer to’ the 
Lord what is castrated by crushing, bruis- 


married to a foreigner, she may not eat of | 
the holy offerings. !3But if the priest’s 
daughter is a widow or divorced and has no 
child, and has returned to her father’s 
house as in her youth, she may eat her 
father’s food; but no foreigner shall eat it. 
'4Also, if a man eats the holy things in igno- 
rance, then he shall:restore the holy thing 
to the priest and add one-fifth to it. 5They 
shall not defile the holy things of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which they offer to the Lord, 
‘Sor allow them to bear the guilt of trespass 
when they eat their holy things; for I the 
Lord sanctify them, ” 


make any offering of them in your land. 
Nor from a foreigner’s hand’ shall yoy 
offer any of these as the gifts of your God, 
because their corruption is in them, and 
defects are in them. They shall not be ac- 
cepted on your behalf.’ ” 

“Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying. 
27“When a young bull, a sheep, or a goat is 
_ born, it shall be seven days with its mother: 
= Acceptable and Unacceptable | and from the eighth day and thereafter it 

Offerings = shall be accepted as a gift made by fire to 

"Again, the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | the Lord. *®Whether it is a young bull or a 
ing,' “Speak to Aaron and his sons, and io | Sheep, do not kill both her and her young 
all the congregation of Israel, and say to | on the same day. 29Now if you offer a sacri- 
them, ‘Whatever man of the children of fs- | fice, a vow of rejoicing to the Lord, you 
rael, or of the resident aliens dwelling | shall offer it so as to be acceptable for you. 
among them in Israel, who offers his gifts | 9°On the same day it shall be eaten; you 
in accord with any agreed-on offering or | Shall leave none of its flesh until morning: l 
any offering of choice which they offer to | am the Lord. 3! Therefore you shall keep My 
God as a whole burnt offering— !9to be ac- commandments and do them. 22You shall 
ceptable on your behalf, they must be not defile My holy name, but I will be sanc- 
males without blemish from the cattle, the | tified among the children of Israel. I am the 
sheep, or the goats. 2°Whatever has a de- Lord who sanctifies you, who brings you 
fect, you shall not offer it to the Lord. for it out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: 1 
Shall not be acceptable on your behalf. | am the Lord.” 
1And whoever offers a Sacrifice of a peace | \ 
offering to the Lord from the cattle or the œ The Feasts of the Lord > 
sheep, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offer- | J) And the Lord spoke tò Moses, say- 
ing, or in your feasts, it must be without | O ing,t 2“Speak to the children of 
blemish to be accepted; there shall be no | Israel, and say to them, ‘The feasts of the 
defect in it. 22Those blind, broken, or witha | Lord, which you shall proclaim to be holy 
cut tongue, or afflicted with warts, or hav- convocations, these are My feasts. 3Six 
ing a bad itch or a skin disease, you shall days shall work be done, but the seventh 
not offer to the Lord, nor make an offering | day is a Sabbath rest, a holy convocation to 
by fire of them on the altar to the Lord. 23Fi. | the Lord. You shall do n k on it; it is a 
ther a bull or a sheep that h: : th tc ee ween os 

Or a sheep that has any ears cut | Sabbath'to the Lord in all your dwellings. 








22:17-33 More rules are given for the sacrifice. At every Divine Lituray in t | | 

| . fort Ice. urgy in the Church, the priest prays a 
prayer that includes the following words regarding Christ: “For You Yourself are He who otters ial 
offered, who accepts and is distributed, O Christ our God.” Jesus is not only the perfect priest—as the 
One who offers—but He is also the perfect sacrifice, Thus, the rules in Leviticus for qualifications of ei- 
ther priests or animals offered to God are important as types of Christ. | 

The animals offered were types of Christ as the once-for-all perfe ific ist ṣi 

1 = ONCe-Tor-all perfect sacrifice, John the Baptist spoke 

of Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). In these Levitical regal 
tions, the people are being tutored ultimately to recognize the Messiah—the Christ—when He would 
come to be both the offerer and the offered The rules also speak to the perfection of the sacrifice of 
Christ. He would be perfect and holy—separated to God alone. | 


23:1-4 The account that follows is not the entire Jewish calendar, These are the “fixed feasts "where a 


convocation—a coming together of the people—was required. The 7 io 
means of the sanctification of time and life. Ex 31:13 s ; is recessed attention on the Lord by 


Seats 3 ays in this , "YOL idi re children of 
Israel, saying, ‘See to it that you keep My Sabbaths, fo i araea You Shall direct the children © 


} rit is a sign between Me and vo hout — 
your generations, that you may know | am the Lord who sanctifies you." aro Eei | 


t 


a shortened tail, you may offer for 


ing, tearing, or extracting; nor shall yoy | 
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) The Feast of Weeks was the festival celebrated at the beginning of the grain harvest 
(Ex 34:22). This was the feast at which the Hebrews offered their firstfruits of the harvest 
to the Lord at the tabernacle. It was one of the three major Jewish feasts, along with the 
Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles (see Ex 23:14-17; 34:18-23; Dt 16:1-17). 
According to Leviticus 23:15, 16, the Feast was celebrated for seven consecutive 
weeks beginning “the morning following the Sabbath day” of Passover. Thus comes its title, 
the “Feast of Weeks.” Later in the Old Testament this feast became known as.“Pentecost” 
(“fiftieth”), since it was celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover (see Tb: 2:1; 2Me-12:32). 






¥ PENTECOST: A FULFILLMENT OF THE JEWISH FEAST “ 

The Jewish Feast of Pentecost was fulfilled as described in Acts 2. On this Day of Pente- 
cost came the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Christ, as Christ Himself 
had promised (Jn 14:16, 17). Thé descent of the Holy Spirit fulfills the Jewish Feast of Pente- 
cost in a number of ways. 

l The reaping of the firstfruits of the grain harvest is fulfilled by the first harvest on the 
Day of Pentecost, which consisted of the Jews who believed-and were baptized. St. John 
Chrysostom says the Holy Spirit “came down'as the keen-edged sickle.” 

2 The offering of the two “ deposit loaves” of leavened bread (Lv 23:17; 18) is prophetic 
of the ingathering of both Jews and Gentiles (Bede St John Cassian says the preaching of 
the apostles on the Day, of Pentecost was “the trué bread of the first fruits... when five thou- 
sand men were filled with the gift of its food” (Acts 4:4), Sts hoes | 

3. The fiftieth day—seven consecutive weeks following Pascha plus one day—indicates the 
fullness of time in a mystery, similar to the Christian understanding of the eighth day. 

4 The giving of the Law\to Moses by the Son of God. is brought to completion. by the 


E 


giving of the Spirit (see Rom 8:3-11; Gal 5:3-6; Eph 2:13-18) to the Church. 


t THE SERVICES FOR PENTECOST: «©. 

The Orthodox services for Pentecost place their emphasis on the descent of the Holy 
Spirit in all His fullness. His descent means that the Mosaic Law, given by the Lawgiver and 
honored on the Jewish feast day of Pentecost, is now transcended: “The All-Holy Spirit, who — 
freely distributes gifts to all, has descended and come to earth; not as He formerly had in the 
Law’s dark shadow, shining in the Prophets, but now in very truth, He is bestowed in us 
through Christ” (Vespers, Thursday after Pentecost). | 

The worship services for Pentecost repeatedly, emphasize how Old Testament prophecies 
of the Holy Spirit are fulfilled on this day. Two of the greatest of these prophecies are found in 
the Old Testament readings for this Feast—Ezekiel 36:24-28 and Joel 3:1-5. St. Peter directly 
quotes the passage from Joel in his exhortation to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost (Acts: 
2:16-21). A third reading—Numbers 11:16-17, 24—29—relates how the Lord commands 
Moses to select seventy of the elders of Israel, who, when thè Spirit comes upon them, proph- 
esy at the tabernacle. The comment of Moses regarding this event, “Would that all the Lord’s 
People might be prophets when the Lord would put His Spirit upon them” (Nm 11:29), is 
Prophetic of the Day of Pentecost, | | | 
_ -A hymn for the Feast of Pentecost declares, “Once, when He descended and con- 
founded the tongues, the Most High divided the nations [Gn 11:1-9]; and when He 
divided the tongues of fire, He called all men into unity; and with one accord we glo- 






nify the All-holy Spirit,” i 
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s Pascha and Unleavened Bread => shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin, 14Yoy | 
“These are the feasts to the Lord, holy | Shall eat neither bread nor roasted fresh | 
convocations, which you shall proclaim at | ears until the same day you have offered | 
their appointed times. 5On the fourteenth | gifts to your God; it shall be an ordinance 
day of the first month at twilight is the | forever throughout your generations in all 
Pascha to the Lord.t Then on the fifteenth | your dwellings. 
day of the same month is the Feast of Un- Then you shall count for yourselves | 
leavened Bread to the Lord; seven days you | from the morning following the Sabbath 
shall eat unleavened bread. 7On the first | day, from the day you brought the sheaf of 
day you shall have a holy convocation; you | the deposit, seven full weeks.t 16Count 
Shall do no service work on it. But you | fifty days to the day after the seventh Sab. | 
Shall offer a whole burnt offering to the | bath; then you shall offer a new grain of. | 
Lord for seven days. The seventh day shall | fering to the Lord. !7You shall bring from 
be a holy convocation; you shall do no ser- | your dwellings two deposit loaves of two- 
vice work,’ ” tenths of an ephah of fine flour.. They 
~ Harvest sm | shall be baked with Teaver They are first- | 
Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, | ruts to the noe | mae hi rg ye 
10“Speak to the children of Israel, and say | with the brea SEY EN r A SO ge 
to them, ‘When you come inte the land I| Yee! PMT San Ss one young bull ang 
give you and reap its harvest, you snali | ‘we rams without blemish. They shall bea 
bring a sheaf of the firstfruits from your | W0!e burnt offering to the Lord, with 
harvest to the priest. '|'He shali offer the | their grain offering and drink offerings, a | 
sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted on | Sacrifice for a sweet aroma to the Lord. | 
your behalf; on the morning after the first | ‘After this, you shall sacrifice one kid of 
day the priest shall offer it. !2Then you shall | the goats as a sin offering, and two lambs 
offer on that day on which you offer the | of the first year as a Sacrifice of a peace 
sheaf a sheep of the first year, without | offering, with the loaves of the firstfruits. 
blemish, as a whole burnt offering to the | 2°The priest shall deposit them with the 
Lord. !Its grain offering shall be two- | loaves of the firstfruits as a deposit offer- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with | ing before the Lord, with the two lambs. | 
oil, a sacrifice to the Lord, for a sweet | They shall be holy things to the Lord; and 
aroma to the Lord; and its drink offering | for the priest who presented them, his 
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23:5 Pascha (or Passover) sanctified Israel's time and life as a sign pointing them to the coming Incarna- 
tion of the Lord. In this feast they were to remember Him and what He did for them in delivering them 
from Egyptian bondage. But more importantly, it pointed them to His coming in the flesh. They were to 
know Him in the blood of a slain lamb, a sign pointing to Him as the Lamb of God. Yet when He be- 
came incarnate as this Lamb, they did not recognize their own Lord who had delivered them from 
Egypt (Jn 1:11). 

Pascha also sanctifies the time and life of the Church each year, but not as a sign. For the Church is 
sanctified by the fulfillment of the sign. Great Lent, Holy Week, and Easter define this fulfillment, as the 
Church is sanctified by the death and Resurrection of Christ. Thus, spiritual life is deepened, and God’ 
people come to know the Incarnate Lord more intimately, 
23:15-21 The Feast of Pentecost also sanctified the time and life of Israel as a sign p 
ing of the Holy Spirit and the harvesting of the Church. It was precisely seven full Sabbaths (forty-nine 
days) plus one day after Pascha, and marked the completion of the grain harvest. Here. the offering | 
was not a sheaf of grain, but rather baked loaves, signifying the Church, : | | 

Thus, Pentecost also sanctifies the time and life of the Church each year, but not as a sign. For Christ | 
is the sheaf, the firstfruit. The loaves are the many from the harvest, those from Christ and in Christ 


Qinting to the com: 


in the Church. In Jn 12:24 Jesus said, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ppn be des, it remains Slane bus if it dies, it produces much grain.” This grain is the Church, har- 
vested by the Holy Spirit. Hence, the ancient Feast of Pentecost pror heticall fi irth of the 
Church through Christ and the Holy Spirit. jii yprefgures POA RLA 

At the same time, it also signifies the beginning of the end of 
days after the Resurrection of Christ, the apostle Peter 
taking place, “’It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, / That | will | Spiri lo 

‘ | a | My lı pour out of My Spirit on a 

flesh” (Acts 2:17), The gifts of the Spirit for the age of God's kingdom are given to the aaa of GO 
while still living in this age, as a foretaste of the world to come, ; 


the age. On the Day of Pentecost, fifty 
quoted the prophet Joel to explain what was 
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shall they be. 2! Then you shall proclaim m. Feast of Tabernacles 7- 
the same day as a holy convocation for | 33Again, the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
you. You shall do no service work on it. It | ing, #4“Speak to the children of Israel, say- 
shall be an ordinance forever in all your | ing, ‘The fifteenth day of this seventh 
dwellings throughout your generations. | month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for 
22When you reap the harvest of your land, | seven days to the Lord. 30n the first day 
you shall not wholly reap the corners of | there shall be a holy convocation. You shall 
your field when you reap, nor shall you | do no service work on it. 36For seven days 
gather any gleanings from your harvest. | you shall offer whole burnt offerings to the 
You shall leave them for the poor and for | Lord. Then on the eighth day you shall 
the resident alien: I am the Lord your | have a'holy convocation, and you shall of- 
God.’ ` fer whole burnt offerings to the Lord. It is 

. the final day of the festival for you, and you 

~ Trumpets: The; New; Year. sr shall do no service work on it. 

Again, the Lord spoke to Moses, say-| 37°These are the feasts to the Lord which 
ing, “Speak to the children of Israel, say- | you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, 
ing, ‘In the seventh month, on the first day | to offer whole burnt offerings to the Lord, 
of the month; you shali have a rest, a me- | whole burnt offerings and their grain and 
morial of trumpets, a holy-convocation for | drink offerings, everything on its day— 
you. You shall do no service work on it, | 38besides the Sabbaths of the Lord, and be- 
and you shall offer a whole burnt offering | sides your gifts, all your vows, and all your 








to the Lord.’ ” freewill offerings which you give to the 
Lord. 
æ Day of Atonement s- |  39‘Also on the fifteenth day of this seventh 


26Moreover, the Lord spoke to Moses, | month, when you have gathered in the fruit 
saying, 27“Also, the tenth day of this seventh | of the land, you shall keep the feast to the 
month shall be the Day of Atonement. It | Lord for seven days; on the first day there 
shall be a holy convocation for you; you | shall be a rest, and on the eighth day a rest.t 
shall humble your souls and offer a whole | #And you shall take for yourselves on the 
burnt offering to the Lord. 28And you shall | first day the ripe fruit of a tree, leaves of 
do no work on that same day, for it is the | palm trees, the branches of leafy trees, and 
Day of Atonement, to make atonement for | the pure willows of the brook; and you shall 
you before the Lord your God. 29For any | rejoice before the Lord your God for seven 
soul who is not humbled on that same day | days. *#!You shall Keep it as a feast to the 
shall be utterly destroyed from among his | Lord for seven days in the year. It shall be 
people. 2°Any soul who does any work on | an ordinance forever in your generations. 
that same day, that soul shall be destroyed | You shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 
from among his people. 3! You shall not do | You shall dwell in booths for seven days. 
any work: this is an ordinance forever | All who are native Israelites shall dwell in 
throughout your generations in all your | booths, “that your generations may know 
dwellings. °2It shall be a Sabbath of Sab- | that I made the children of Israel dwell in 
baths for you, and you shall humble your | booths when I brought them out of the land 
souls; from the ninth day of the month, | of Egypt: I am the Lord your God,’ ” 
from evening to evening, you shall cele- | *So Moses declared to the children of Is- 
brate your Sabbaths.” rael the feasts of the Lord, 





23:39 There was a feast on the eighth day after Tabernacles began. It was the end date—the leave- 
taking of the Feast of Tabernacles. It completed the feasts of the seventh month as well. This final day 
was the consummation, or great high point, of the feast. It was the eighth day—the first day of the 
season of rest, The day Itself was to be a day of complete rest; no. work whatever was to be done. The 
planting, the cultivating, and the harvesting had all been accomplished. Now it was time to rest. 

That eighth day was a type of the new creation—the day that never ends—the day “when all our . — 
labors and trials are over.” It is the day of the establishment of the eternal kingdom of God in its full- 
ness. All is completed. All is renewed. All is at rest. The true New World has begun. It is the fulfillment — 
of the work of Christ for us. | ji 


i! & 





LEVITICUS 24:1 

œ Caring for the Lamps a 
? Then the Lord spoke to Moses; say- 

ing,t 2*Command the children of 
Israel to bring you pure oil of pressed olives 
for the light, to make the lamps burn contin- 
ually. °Outside the veil in the tabernacle of 
testimony, Aaron and his sons shall keep it 
burning from evening until morning before 
the Lord continually; it shall be an ordi- 
nance forever: in your generations. ‘Upon 
the pure lampstand, you shall burn the 
lamps before the Lord until morning. 


œ Preparing the Bread = 


“You shall also take fine flour and-bake 
twelve cakes with it. Two-tenths of an 
ephah shall be in each cake. *You shall set 
them as two deposits, six loaves in each de- 
posit, on the pure tabie before the Lord. 
7TThen you shall put pure frankincense and 
salt on each deposit, that it may be on the 
bread for a memorial offering to the Lord. 
®Every Sabbath day it shall be placed be- 
fore the Lord continually, in the presence of 
the children of Israel by an everlasting 
covenant. %It shall be for Aaron and his 
sons, and they shall eat these things in a 
holy place; for this is most holy to him from 
the things sacrificed to the Lord, as a per- 
petual ordinance.” 


m., Punishment for Sin = 


ONow the son of an Israelite woman, 
whose father was an Egyptian, went out 
among the children of Israel; and this Is- 
raelite woman’s son and a man of Israel 


fought each other in the camp.t !!Then the | 


Israelite woman’s son, by pronouncing the 
Name, cursed; and so they brought him to 
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Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith 
the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.) 
2Then they placed him in custody, to make 
a decision regarding him through an ordj- 
nance of the Lord. Thus the Lord spoke to 
Moses, saying, !4“Take the one who cursed 


outside the camp; then let all who heard — 


him lay their hands on his head, and let al] 
the congregation stone him. Then you 
shall speak to the children of Israel, saying, 
‘Whoever curses God shall bear his guilt. 
\6. et him who pronounces the Lord’s name 
be surely put to death. Let all the congrega- 
tion of Israel stone him with stones, the res- 
ident alien as well.as the native. Let him die 
| when he pronounces the Lord’s name. 
| ‘7Whoever strikes a man and he dies, let 
| him surely be put to death. !8Whoever 
| strikes an animal and it dies, let him com- 
| pensate life for life. !9If a man causes disfig- 
| urement of his neighbor, as he has done, so 
| shall it be done to him— 2°fracture for frac- 
| ture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has 
| caused disfigurement of a man, so shall it 
| oe done to him:.2!Whoever strikes a man 
and he dies, let him surely be put to death. 
%2 You shall have the same judgment’ for 
what is right both for the resident alien and 
the native; for I am the Lord your God. ” 
23Then Moses spoke to the children of Is- 
rael; and they took outside the camp him 
who had cursed, and stoned him with 
stones. So the children of Israel did-as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 


2 


~. The Seventh Year > 


~ Now the Lord spoke to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, saying,t 2“Speak to the 





24:1-4 The pure oil was for the golden lampstand that stood in the holy place along with the table of 
the presence and the altar of incense. Only the priests were to be in the holy place to perform their 
duties by the light of this lampstand, The pure oil for the lampstand, however, was to be brought by 
the people, Thus, they and the priests were involved with this light. | 

Christ is the Light of the world, for He enlightens all. Twice Jesus said He was the light of the world— 
in Jn 8:12 and 9:5—but He also told His followers they, too, were the light of the world (Mt 5:13). 
24:10-15 In the heat of passion, this man reviled and denounced the Lord. “Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaks” (Mt 12:34). He reviled the Lord God of Israel and died as the penalty. We 
must take this situation carefully and seriously to heart. The Lord God of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
has a name above every name (Php 2:9, 10). Reviling Him will lead one to much more than physical 
death, It will lead him to eternal death. Nevertheless, our age is witnessing more and more of this revil- 


ing of Jesus as Lord, 


25:1 The land was to be left at rest every seventh year. Crops were not to be sown or cultivated. This 
was a reminder that “man shall not live by bread alone" (Dt 8:3) Mt 4:4), ~ | 
The person who, without rest, pursues the temporal bread of this life will not pursue the eternal 
Bread of Life as he or she ought. Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” so as to 
remember that our toil alone does not give us bread. Only with the blessing of God do we partake of 
daily bread and the Bread of Life, which is eaten in the Eucharist. The land needs rest and man needs — 


rest that he might pursue the true Bread. 


f 
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children of Israel and say to them, “When | fiftieth year shall be the Signal of Remis- 
you come into the land I give you, then the | sion for you; in it you shall neither sow nor 
land shall keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 3Six | reap what grows by itself, nor gather its 
years you shall sow your field, and six | sanctified things. !?For it is the Signal of 
years you shall prune your vineyard and | Remission; it shall be holy to you; you shall 
gather its fruit; “but in the seventh year | eat its produce from the field. 

there shall be a Sabbath rest for the land, a 13‘TIn this Year of Remission, each shall re- 
Sabbath to the Lord. You shall neither sow | turn to his possession. !4Also, if you should 
your field nor prune your vineyard. 5What | make a sale of land to your neighbor or buy 
grows by itself in your field you shall not | it from him, let a man not oppress his 
reap, nor gather the grapes of the vines you | neighbor. According to the number of 
dedicated, for it is a year of rest for the | years after the Signal, you shall buy land 
land. So the products of the land during | tenure from your neighbor, and he shall 
the Sabbath year shall be food for you: for | sell tenure to you according to the number 
you, your male and female servants, your | of years of crops. '*According to the in- 
hired man, and the alien who dwells with | crease in years, his acquisition price for 
you, “and for your cattle and the wild ani- | tenure should be increased, and according 
mals in your land—all its produce shall be | to the fewer number of years his price 





for food. should be diminished; for he sells to you 
l pus ANS | according to the numberz or the crops. 
jm The xear of Remission (suouee)'-F2o. | Therefore, let not a man Oppress his 


| You shall also count seven Vears- OFrest neighbor, but you shall fear the Lord your 
for yourself, seven times seven years; and | God: for I am the Lord your God. 

the time of the seven weeks of years shall | 

be to you forty-nine years.t 9Then you shall -> Food for the Seventh Year -> 
sound the trumpet throughout your landon | 1%Sọo you shall do all My ordinances and 
the tenth day of the seventh month; on the | keep My judgments, and do them; then you 
Day of Atonement you shall. make the | will dwell in the land in confidence. Then 
trumpet to sound throughout all your land.t | the land will yield its produce, and you will 


“Then you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, | eat your fill, and dwell there in confidence. 
and proclaim remission throughout. the | 2°But if you should say, “What shall we eat 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall signal the | in this seventh year, since we shall not sow 
Year of Remission for you; and each of you | nor gather in our produce?” Then I will 

command My blessing on you in the sixth 


shall return to his possession, and each of 
you shall return to his homeland. !!That | year, and it will bring forth produce enough 








25:8 The property a Jew possessed was not his own. It was God's land, given to the individual only as a 
stewardship (see 25:23), And to preserve this spirit, every fiftieth year the land reverted back to its origi- 
nal owners—rural houses returned to their original families, and people were freed from bondage into 
which for one reason or another they had come. In this way, no one family could amass great and per- 
manent fortunes in the land, to be passed down from century to century, Everything and everyone be- 
longed to God. The Year of Remission occurred after every seventh sabbatical year, or every fifty years. 
The Year of Remission foreshadowed the ultimate fullness of God's kingdom. It was actually the 
eighth year after the seventh of the sevens, making it the first year of the new cycle. It looked forward 
to that ultimate “eighth year” after which there is no first again. | 
Here is the rich foreshadowing of the kingdom of God, wherein all are freed and there is no more 
ondage. No longer are there any poor or disenfranchised, All are free in Christ. Everyone and all 
things are at rest. "There remains therefore a rest for the people of God” (Heb 4:9). Some blessings of 
the coming kingdom are experienced in this age, but all these blessings will be available in the world to 
come, wherein all things are restored unto the ages of ages (Acts 3:19-21). 
sith The Year of Remission began on the Day of Atonement when the priest came out of the holy of 
olies, having sprinkled the blood of the sin offering before the Lord, What a remarkable picture! 
estoration and freedom began when atonement was made and the priest came out. ae 
PAMA Jesus our Great High Priest comes forth from the heavenly holy of holies and the last trumpet 
il RUNA at His glorious second coming, then His own will have eternal restoration and freedom from 
hed 2Ondage. Even the earth and all creation shall be renewed. Rev 21:1, 5 says, “Now | saw a new 
MG ven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no 
Wee Sea. -. Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, | make all things new.’ And He said to me, 


rite, for these words are true and faithful.” 
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for three years. 22And you shall sow in the 
eighth year, and eat from the old produce 
until the ninth year; until its produce comes 
in, you shall eat of the old harvest. 


œ Redemption of Property -~. 


23‘The land shall not be sold in perpetu- 
ity, for the land is Mine; for in my sight you 
are resident aliens and sojourners. 24Ac- 
cording to all the land of your possession. 
you shall grant a ransom of the land. 25If 
your brother with you becomes poor and 
has sold some of his possession, and his 
closest relative comes, then he may redeem 
what his brother sold. 260r if the poor man 
has no close relative to redeem it, but he 
himself becomes prosperous enough to re- 
deem it, 2’then let him compute the vears 
Since its sale and return the remainder to 
the man to whom he sold it, that he may re- 
turn to his possession. 28But if he daes not 
become prosperous enough to return to it 
himself, then what was sold shall remain in 
the hand of him who bought it until the 
Year of Remission; and in the Remission it 
shall be released, and he shall return to his 
possession. 

29‘If a man sells a house in a walled city, 
then he may redeem it within a whole year 
after it is sold; within a full year he may re- 
deem it. *°But if it is not redeemed within 
the space of a full year, then the house in 
the walled city shall belong legally to him 
who bought it, throughout his generations. 
It shall not be released in the Remission. 
+! However, the houses of unwalled villages 
Shall be counted as belonging to the open 
country. They may be redeemed and re- 
leased at any time during the Remission. 
“Nevertheless, the cities of the Levites, and 
the houses in the cities of their possession, 
the Levites may redeem at any time. 33Even 


whoever purchases a house from the. 


Levites, the house that was sold in the city 
of their possession shall be released in the 
Remission; for the houses in the cities of 
the Levites are their possession among the 
children of Israel. “*But the fields set apart 
for their cities may not be sold, for this is 
their perpetual possession, 
=, Lending to the Poor «= 

3f your brother becomes poor and 
weak in strength among you, then you shall 
help him, like a resident alien or A SO- 
journer, that he may live with you. Take 
no usury or interest from him; but fear your 
God—I am the Lord—that your brother 
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may live with you. *7You shall not lend hirn 
your money for usury, nor lend him your 
food at a profit. 31I am the Lord your God, 
who brings you out of the land of Egypt to 

| give you the land of Canaan, so as to be | 
your God. 


æ Relating to Slaves -= 


| 
33 Now if your brother with you becomes 
poor and sells himself to you, you shall not | 
| compel him to serve as a slave. “But asa 
hired servant or a sojourner he shall be 
with you, and shall work for you until the 
Year of Remission. 4!Then in the Remission 
he shall depart from you—he and his chil- 
dren with him—and shall return to his own | 
| family. He shall return to the possession of 
_his fathers. #For they are My personal ser- 
i vants, whom I brought out of the land of 


| Egypt; they shall not be sold with the sale 

| of a household servant. 43You shall not 

| overwork him with labor, but you shall fear 
the Lord your God. #As for the male and 
female servants you may have from the 
Gentiles around you, from them you may | 

| buy male and female servants. 45Moreover 

| you may buy some of the children of so- 

| journers dwelling among you, and some of 
their families with you, which they beget in 
your land; and they shall become your pos- 
session. **You may also distribute them as 
an inheritance for your children after you, 
to inherit them as a permanent possession. 
But regarding your brethren, the children 
of Israel, you shall not overwork him with 
labor. 

‘Now if a resident alien or sojourner 
with you prospers, and your brother be 
comes poor and sells himself to the resi- 
dent alien or sojourner with you, or to â 
member of the resident alien’s family, “at 
ter he is sold he may be redeemed again. 
One of his brothers may redeem him; “0! 
his uncle or his uncle’s son may redeem 
him; or anyone near of kin to him in his 
family may redeem him; or if he is able he 
may redeem himself. °Thus he shall com — 
pute the years with him who bought him 
The price of his release shall be according 
to the number of years from the year that 
he was sold to him until the Year of Remis: 

| Sion; it shall be according to the time Ne 
was a hired servant for him. 5!If there arë 
still more years remaining to someone, Pe 
shall pay his ransom from the money of hs 
sale. °*Now if there remain but a few yea! 
until the Year of Remission, then he sh@ 
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compute with him, and according to his 
years, he shall repay his ransom. *He shall 
be with him as a hired servant year by year, 
and you shall not allow someone to over- 
work him with labor in your sight. °4But if 
he is not redeemed in these years he shall 
be released in the Year of Remission—he — 


and his children with him. For the chil- | 


dren of Israel are personal servants to Me; 
they are My servants, whom I brought out 
of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 


God. 

5) ‘Now you shall not make hand- 
crafted objects for yourselves; nei- 

ther a carved image nor a pillar shall you 

rear up for yourselves; nor shali you set up 

a distinctive stone in your land, to worship 

it: for I am the Lord your God. “You snall 


~ Blessing for Obedience 7 


i 
keep My Sabbaths and reverence My hotly 
things: Lam the Lord. 

sIf you walk in My- ordinances and 
keep My commandments, and do them,? 
4then I will give you rain in its season, the 
land shall yield its produce, and the trees 
of the field shall yield their fruit. Your 
threshing shall last till the time of vin- 


tage, and the vintage shall last till the | 


time of sowing; and you shall eat your 
bread to the full, and dwell in your land 
safely. "War shall not pass through your 
land, and I will give peace in the land; and 
you shall lie down, and none will make 
you afraid; and I will utterly destroy the 
bad wild animals from the land. 7You will 
chase your enemies, and they shall fall by - 
Slaughter before you. *Five of you shall 
chase a hundred, and a hundred of you 
Shall put ten thousand to flight; your ene- 
mies shall fall by the sword before you. 
“For I will look upon you and make you 
fruitful, and multiply and establish My 


covenant with you, You shall eat the old | 


harvest of the past two years, and clear 
out the old because of the new. !!I will es- 
tablish My covenant among you, and My 
Soul shall not abhor you, I will walk 
among you and be your God, and you 
Shall be My people, I am the Lord your 
God, who brings you out of the land of 
Egypt, that you should not be their ser- 
vants; | broke the bands of your yoke and 
Made you walk with confidence. 





ae The Law of Moses could only promise blessings 
a e Law of Christ promises in the midst of sufferings 
ingdom of God (JohnCas). 





LEVITI CUS 26:30 
m Punishment for Disobedience 7 


l4‘Now if you do not obey Me, neither do 
all these ordinances, but your soul dis- 
obeys them and despises My judgments, so 
as not to do all My commandments but to 
shatter My covenant, !§I also will do thus to 
you: I will bring difficulty upon you, both 
the itch, the jaundice, the gangrenous eyes, 
and the withering away of your life. You 
shall sow your seed in vain, for your ene- 
mies shall eat it. !7J will set My face against 
you, and you shall fall before your enemies. 
Those who hate you shall pursue you, and 
you shall flee when no one pursues you. 

18Then after all this, if you do not obey 
Me, I will increase your punishment seven 
‘times more for your sins. !°I will crush your 
excessive arrogance; I will make your sky 
like iron and your earth like bronze. 2°Your 
strength shall be spent in vain; for your 
land shall not yield its produce, nor shall 
the trees of the land yield their fruit. 7!) Then 
if after this, you walk contrariwise and are 
not willing to obey Me, I will bring on you 
seven times more plagues, according to 
your sins. 22] will also send among you the 
wild animals of the land; and they will eat 
you, and utterly destroy your cattle, and 
make you few in number; and your high- 
ways shall be desolate. 

23‘Then if by these things you are not cor- 
rected by Me, but walk contrary to Me, 
24then I also will walk in hostility to you, 
and I will strike you yet seven times for 
your sins. 2°I will also strike you with the 




















| sword, exacting the vengeance of the 


covenant; and you will flee for refuge to 
your cities. I will also send forth death 
among you, and you shall be delivered into 
the hand of enemies. 2°When you are af- 
-flicted by want of bread, ten women shall 
bake your bread in one oven; and they shall 
dole out your bread by measure, and you 
Shall eat and still be hungry. 

27 Now if after all this, you do not obey 
Me, but walk contrary to Me, **then I also 
will walk in hostility to you; and I, even I, 
will chastise you seven times for your sins. 
49Then you shall eat the flesh of your sons 
and daughters. WI will make desolate your 
pillars, and will utterly destroy your 
wooden handcrafted objects; and I will put 
your carcasses on the carcasses of your 





pertaining to the comforts of this present life. But 
on His behalf the blessings of eternal life in the 
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idols, and My soul shall abhor you. *!] will | Yet for all that, when they were in the 
lay your cities waste, and bring your holy | land of their enemies, I did not neglect 
things to desolation; and I will not smell the | them nor treat them with contempt, so as to 
odor of your sacrifices. 321 will bring your utterly destroy them and break My 
land to desolation, and your enemies who | covenant with them; for I am the Lord their 
dwell in it shall be astonished at it. 331 will | God. But I will remember their former 
scatter you among the Gentiles, and the | covenant when I brought them out-of the 
sword shall suddenly destroy you. Then | land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, — 
your land shall be a desert and your cities | in the sight of the Gentiles, to be their God: 
deserts. **Then the land shall enjoy its Sab- | I am the Lord.” 
baths as long as it lies desolate, and you are These are the judgments, the ordi- 
in your enemies’ land. Thus the land shall nances, and the law which the Lord made 
rest and enjoy its Sabbaths. 3As long as it | between Himself and the children of Israel 
lies desolate it shall rest—for the time it did | on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. 
ae onuouy oabbaths when yon ee “=. Laws Concerning Gifts Dedicated 
*6‘Now as for those of you remaining in toi God = | 
the land, I will) send faintness into their 27 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
heart in the land of their enemies: and ihe | ing,t “Speak to the children of Is- 
sound of the shaking leaf shall chase them, | rael, and say to them, ‘When a man vows a 
Then they shall flee as though fiseing from | VOW to the Lord equivalent to the value of 
a battle, and shall fall when no one pur- | his soul, %and if your valuation is of a male | 
sues. ’/Brother shall disregard brother as in | from twenty years old up to sixty years old, 
warfare though no one is. in pursuit; and | his valuation shall be fifty didrachm of sil- 
you will be unable to withstand your ene- | ver, according to the pure measure. 4But if 
mies. “You shall perish among the Gen- | it is of a female, your valuation shall be 
tiles, and the land of your enemies shall de- | thirty didrachm; Sand if from five years old 
vour you. Now those of you who are left | up to twenty years old, your valuation fora 
shall be destroyed because of their sins, | male shall be twenty didrachm, and for a 
and waste away in their enemies’ land. female ten didrachm; ‘and if from a month 
*“But if they confess their sins and the | old up to five years old, your valuation for 
sins of their fathers, that they transgressed | a male shall be five didrachm of silver, and 
and disregarded Me and walked contrary | for a female, three didrachm of silver; and 
if from sixty years old and above, if it is a 


to Me, #!and that I also have walked in hos- 

tility to them and destroyed them in the | male, then your valuation Shall be fifteen 

land of their enemies, then their uncircum- | didrachm, and for a female ten didrachm. 
‘But if he is too poor to pay your valuation, 


cised heart will feel ashamed, and they will 
render satisfaction for their guilt. Then I | he shall present himself before the priest, 
will remember My covenant with Jacob, | and the priest shall set a value for him; 
and My covenant with Isaac, and My | according to the ability of him who vowed, — 
covenant with Abraham I will remember; | the priest shall value him. °If they bring 
and I will remember the land. “The land | from the cattle a gift to the Lord, whoever 
also shall be deserted by them; and the | gives from these to the Lord. his gift shall 
land will enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies | be holy. !°He shall not change it, good for 
desolate because of them. Then they must | bad or bad for good; and if he changes it at 
all, cattle for cattle, then both it and that — 


take responsibility for their lawless acts, 
because they disregarded My judgments, | which is changed shall be holy. But if it iS 
and their soul abhorred My ordinances. | any unclean animal which they do not offer 


"S 
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27:1 The subject matter of this chapter is quite different from the rest of the book. It deals with volun- 
tary vows made to God not called for in the Law. However, such vows were not prohibited. One could 
choose to make vows, and if he did, there were terms and conditions governing them. 

There is likely little typological value in these vows. Further, no vows are called for in the new 
covenant. However, some choose to make vows to God, These are not forbidden, though it is important — 
we not imagine that we curry grace with God by making them. Perhaps above all, we must be aware | 
that if we should make a vow to God, we must follow through in keeping it: “When you make a vow 
to God, do not delay to pay it; / For He has no pleasure in fools. / Pay what you have vowed. / Better 
not to vow than to vow and not pay” (Ecc 5:4, 5). | | 
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as a gift to the Lord, he shall present the 
animal before the priest; '2and the priest 
shall set a value for it, whether good or 
bad; and as the priest values it, so it shall 
stand. '’But if he wants at all to redeem it, 
then he must add one-fifth to his valuation. 
l4And when a man sanctifies his house to 
be holy to the Lord, then the priest shall set 
a value for it, whether good or bad; as the 
priest values it, so it shall stand. 5If he who 
sanctified his house wants to redeem it, he 
must add one-fifth of the silver of its valua- 
tion, and it shall be his. !6Now if a man 
sanctifies part of the field of his possession 
to the Lord, then the valuation shall be 
according to the seed required for it: a cor 
of barley for fifty didrachm of silver. "If he 
sanctifies part of his field from the Year of 
Remission, according. ‘to his valuation it 
shall stand. '8But if he sanctifies his field 
subsequently after the Jutniee, the priest 
shall reckon to him the silver due accord- 


ing to the years that remair: iii! the Year of 


Remission, and it shall be deducted from 
his valuation. And if he who sanctifies the 
field ever wishes to redeem it, he must add 
one-fifth of the silver to his valuation, and 
it shall belong to him. 2°But if he does not 
want to redeem the field, or if he has sold 
the field to another man, it shall not be 
redeemed anymore; 2'but the field, when it 
is released in the Remission, shall be holy 


to the Lord, as a field set apart; it shall be 
the possession of the priest. 22But if a man | 


Sanctifies to the Lord part of a field he 
bought which is not the field of his posses- 


sion, then the priest shall reckon to him 


its full assessment from the Year of 
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Remission, and he shall pay its valuation 
on that day as holy to the Lord. “Then in 
the Year of Remission, the field shall return 
to the man from whom he bought it, to the 
one who owned the land as a possession. 
25Now all your valuations shall be accord- 
ing to the pure measures: twenty obols to 
the didrachm. 2°But the firstborn of your 
cattle, which shall be the Lord’s firstborn, 
no man shall sanctify, whether a young calf 





or sheep; it is the Lord’s. “Now if it is an 
unclean four-footed animal, 


he shall 
change it according to his valuation; and he 
shall add one-fifth to it, and it will be his. 
But if it is not redeemed, it shall be sold 
according to his valuation. 28Nevertheless, 
any devoted thing a man may devote to the 
Lord of anything he has, man or animal, or 
part of the field of his possession, shall not 
be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is 
most holy to the Lord. Furthermore, peo- 
ple devoted to the Lord shall not be 
redeemed, but shall surely be put to death. 
30Now all the tithe of the land, whether 
seed of the land or fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord. *If a man 
wants at all to redeem his tithe, he shall 
add one-fifth to it, and it will be his. 32Now 
concerning the tithe of the oxen or the 
sheep, of whatever passes in the number- 
ing under the rod, the tenth one shall be 
holy to the Lord. 3You shall not change 
good for bad; but if he changes it at all, 
both it and that which is changed shall be 


| holy; it shall not be redeemed,’ ” 


44These are the commandments the Lord 
commanded Moses for the children of Is- 
rael on Mount Sinai. 





De 31: 9). He kept alist) a IR stoppin places o on heh journey / from n Egypt 
through the wilderness (Dt 33:2), 


€ Dat e~ After the Exodus Tein Eppe 


I r 


Maj Or Thente Gol dwells among His Swede instructing, sustaining, and 
-guiding them. He never abandons them, in spite of their disobedience. He i 1S. 
setting His on Ore people aaa from, the Er nations Sav surround 
them. | 





Back round— Thee journey ere Bays to the eg land was 40 years 
long. During that time the older people passed away, replaced by a new 
generation. Though under the able leadership of Moses, they continually — 
grumbled against him. Even his own ‘br ‘other, Aaron. and his sister, Miriam, 





turned against him, Moses was preparing the Israelives for what they would 
encounter when they crossed over r the Jordan te claim the land God E 
promised them. | ELAS = 


Outline — 


XL Préparation for the ‘ase ot from Sinai tozd, 
Candan (AS LAO tort EnA S ieee 
A.The first census (1:1-54) I 
_ B-Position of the tribes in the camp and on 
the march (2:1-34) 

C, The census and duties of the Levites 
(3:1—4:49) 

D. Regulations of the Nazirites and the 
priestly blessing (5:1—6:26) 

E. The offerings of the leaders and conse- 
cration of priests (7:1—8;26) 

F The supplementary Passover (9:1-14) 

G. The fiery cloud and the silver trumpets 
(9:15—10:10) 

I]. The Journey from Sinai to the Plains of 

Moab (10:11—22:1) 

A, Departure (10:11-36) 

B, Rebellion (11:1-35) 

C, Miriam and Aaron rebel against Moses 
(12:1-16) 
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- E. The rebellion of priests, Levites, ane is 
ple (14:1—17:28) 

E Dunes and dues of the Basse and Levits 
(18:1—19:22) . 

G. Final events at Kadesh (20: 1—22: 1 

II. On the Plains of Moab (22:2—36:13) 

A. Balak and Balaam (22:2—24:25) 

B. Apostasy at Peor (25:1—18) 

C.The second census (26:1—27:11) 

D. Joshua succeeds Moses (27:12—30:17) 

E. The holy war against Midian (31:1-54) 

E Settlement of two and a half tribes in 
Transjordan (32:1—42) 

G. Forty stages on the journey (33:1-56) 

H. Tribal boundaries; cities for the Levites 
(34: 1—36:13) 
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20Now there were the children of 
Reuben, Israel’s firstborn son, and their 
families according to their tribes by their 
fathers’ houses, and according to the num- 
ber of names by their head count, every 
male from twenty years old and above—all 
who were able to go out with the army. 
21Their census from the tribe of Reuben 
was forty-six thousand five hundred. 
22There were the children of Simeon, and 
their families according to their tribes by 
their fathers’ houses, and according to the 
number of names by their head count, 
every male from twenty years old and 
above—all who were able to go out with the 
army. 22Their census from the tribe of 
the names of the men who shall stand with | Simeon was fifty-nine thousand three hun- 
you: from Reuben, Elizur the son ‘of | dred. 24There were the children of Judah, 
Shedeur: *from Simeon, Shelumiel the son | and their families by their fathers’ houses, 
of Zurishaddai: ‘from Judah, Nahshon the | and according to the number of names by 
son of Amminadab; 8from. Issachar, | their head count, every male from twenty 
Nethanel the son of Zuar; from Zebulun, | years old and above—all who were able to 
Eliab the son of Helon; !°from the sons of | so out with the army. 2°Their census from 
Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama the son of | the tribe of Judah was seventy-four thou- 
Ammihud: from Manasseh, Gamaliel the | sand six hundred. 2°There were the chil- 
son of Pedahzur; '!from Benjamin, Abidan | dren of Issachar, and their families by their 
the son of Gideoni: !2from Dan, Ahiezer the | fathers’ houses, according to the number of 
son of Ammishaddai; from- Asher, Pagiel | names by their head count, every male 
the son of Ocran: from Gad, Eliasaph | from twenty years old and above—all who 
the son of Deuel; '5from Naphtali, Ahira the | were able to go out with the army. ?’Their 
son of Enan.” These were chosen from the | census from the tribe of Issachar was fifty- 
congregation, rulers of their fathers’ tribes | four thousand four hundred. **There were 
and chiliarchs in Israel. the children of Zebulun, and their families 

l7Then Moses and Aaron took these men | by their fathers’ houses, and according to 
who had been mentioned by name, '8and | the number of names by their head count, 
they assembled all the congregation to- | every male from twenty years old and 
gether on the first day of the second month | above—all who were able to go out with the 
in the second year; and they registered | army. 2’ Their census from the tribe of Zeb- 
their ancestry by families, by their fathers’ | ulun was fifty-seven thousand four hun- 
houses, according to the number of names, | dred. “There were the children of Joseph: 
from twenty years old and above, every | the children of Ephraim, and their families 
male according to their head count, !%in the | by their fathers’ houses, and according to 
manner the Lord commanded Moses. So he | the number of names by their head count, 
numbered them in the Wilderness of Sinai. | every male from twenty years old and 





©. First Census of Israel m 
Now the Lord spoke to Moses in the 
Wilderness of Sinai in the tabernacle of 

testimony, on the first day of the second 

month in the second year after they came 

out of the land of Egypt, saying,t 2“Take a- 

census of all the congregation of the chil- 

dren of Israel, and according to their fami- 
lies by their fathers’ houses, and according 
to the number of names by their head 
count, every malet ‘from twenty years old 
and above—all who go out with the army of 

Israel. You and Aaron shall number them 

by their armies. *With you there shall be 

each man according to the tribe of each | 
ruler and their fathers’ houses. °These are 











1:1 The Lord who conversed with Moses in the tabernacle was the Word and Son of God, for He was 
the Lawgiver. Moses, in turn, gave His laws to Israel. The tabernacle was a type of the flesh the Son as- 
sumed in the womb of the Mother of God when He became incarnate (Jn 1:14). After His Incarnation, 
He also conversed with Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:4). This conversation on the 
Mount calls to mind the talks between the two in the tabernacle. Although the Jews claimed He taught 
and worked contrary to the Law (Jn 8:5, 6; 9:29), the presence of Moses with Him on the Mount refutes 
this charge. 

1:2, 3 The Lord commanded a census to be taken in Israel to draft an army for war. This census shows 
the militant nature of Israel in warfare. Israel was a type of the Church, “the Israel of God" (Gal 6:16; 
see Rom 2:28, 29), and the Church is also militant. However, the warfare of the Church is spiritual and 
evangelistic in nature (Eph 6:10-20). The spiritual enemies are the sinful passions, death, and the devil. 
Evangelism is to bring as many as will come into the kingdom of God and is to continue up to the end, 
when the kingdom will be fully established (Mt 24:14). 








NUMBERS 1:31 
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above—all who were able to g0 out with the 
army. Their census from the tribe of 
Ephraim was forty thousand five hundred; 
sand the children of Manasseh, and their 
families by their fathers’ houses, and ac- 
cording to the number of names by their 
head count, every male from twenty years 
old and above—all who were able to go out 
with the army. 33Their census from the tribe 
of Manasseh was thirty-two thousand two 
hundred. “There were the children of Ben- 
jamin, and their families by their fathers’ 
houses, and according to the number of 
names by their head count, every male 
from twenty years old and above—all who 
were able to go out with the army. “Their 
census from the tribe of Beniamin was 
thirty-five thousand four hundred. 26There 
were the children of Gad, and their families 
by their fathers’ houses, and according to 


every male from twenty years óld- and 
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Naphtali, and their families by their fa. 
thers’ houses, and according to the number — 
of names by their head count, every male 
from twenty years old and above—all who 
were able to go out with the army. 43Their 
census from the tribe of Naphtali was fifty- 
three thousand four hundred. *This is the 
census taken by Moses and Aaron, along 
with the twelve rulers of Israel and their 


paternal households, each man according 


above—all who were able to go out with the | 


army. °/Their census from the tribe of Gad 
was forty-five thousand six hundred fifty. 
38There were the children of Dan. and their 
families by their fathers’ houses, and ac- 
cording to the number of names by their 
head count, every male from twenty years 
old and above—all who were able to go out 
with the army. 2°Their census from the tribe 
of Dan was sixty two thousand seven hun- 
dred. There were the children of Asher, 
and their families by their fathers’ houses, 
and according to the number of names by 
their head count, every male from twenty 
years old and above—all who were able to 
go out with the army. *!Their census from 
the tribe of Asher was forty-one thousand 
five hundred. There were the children of 





Israel's “clergy.” All other Israelites were “laity,” 


Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
The Church also has ordained clergy, 


a See nt 
E 


1:47-49 The ministry of the Levites also shows the militant na 


to his tribe. So the entire census of the 
children of Israel, with their armies, and 
from twenty years old and above—all who 
were able to go out to war in Israel— 4¢was 
six hundred three thousand. five hundred 
fifty. | 

‘7But the Levites from their father’s tribe 
were not numbered with the children of Is- 
rael,! 4*for the Lord spoke to Moses, saying 


| "See to it that the tribe of Levi is not num- 
the number of names by their head count, | 


bered, nor take-a census of them among the 
children. of Israel; but you shall appoint 
the Levites over the tabernacle of testi- 
mony; over all its furnishings, and over all 
things that belong to it; they shall carry the 
tabernacle and all its furnishings; they 
shall minister liturgically in the tabernacle 
and camp around it.t 5!When the taberna- 
cle is to move, the Levites shall dismantle 
it; and when the tabernacle is to: make 
camp, the Levites shall set it up. The for- 
eigner who comes near, let him be put to 
death. “But the children of Israel shall 
make camp with their armies, each man ac- 
cording to his own rank, and each man ac 
cording to his own regiment. 53However, 
the Levites shall camp around the taberna- 
cle of testimony in the Lord's presence, $0 
there may be no sin among the children of 
Israel; and the Levites themselves shall 


ture of Israel in worship, for they were 


However, both were to be militant in worship, for no 
one was excused from worshiping the true God, The Levites had their assigne 


worship, as did the people. The various responsibilities of both are described 


d responsibilities in the | 
in Exodus, Leviticus, 


and both clergy and laity are to be militant in worship, for no 
one is excused from worshiping the true God, The clergy have their assigned duties, and the laity as 


well. The various responsibilities of both are described throughout the Holy Tradition of the Church. 
1:50 The Levites were ordained to minister liturgically, for divine worship is liturgical in nature; this 
liturgical nature is mentioned about forty-five times throughout Numbers. The word liturgy means "t y 
work of the people.” In Israel, this included the Levites and the twelve tribes, that is, all "the children ° | 
Israel” (v. 49), with the Levites having their special liturgical service in the tabernacle, 

The worship of the Church is also liturgical in nature and includes both clergy and laity. The apostles 
were ministering liturgically in Acts 13:2 when the Holy Spirit spoke to them. The same word is use 
here as in the Book of Numbers, This same word is also used numerous times in Hebrews to describe thè 


liturgical worship of the Church as the fulfillment of Israel's liturgical worship (Heb 1:7, 14; 8:2, 6; 9:21; 
10:11), | | 
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The Prophet and King David 
Courtesy of the Icon Studio of the Convent of St, Elizabeth, Etna, California (www.sisqtel.net/~cse) 


guard the tabernacle of testimony.”t Thus 
the children of Israel did according to all 
the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so 
they did. 


- The Leadership and Tribes in Camp 2> 


Now the Lord spoke to Moses and 

/ Aaron, saying, 2“Let the children of 
Israel—each man according to his division 
and military standard—camp according to 
their fathers’ houses, around and facing the 
tabernacle of testimony.t 3Those camping 
first and on the east side shall be the divi- 
sion of Judah with their army; and the ruler 
of the children of Judah shall be Nahshon 
the son of Amminadab.”t 4His-army was 
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| | NUMBERS 2:29 
shall be the tribe of Gad; and the ruler of 
the children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the 
son of Reuel.” His army was numbered at 
forty-five thousand six hundred fifty. '®“All 
those numbered in the armies from the 
camp of Reuben were one hundred fifty- 
one thousand four hundred fifty—they 


| Shall be the second to break camp. !’Then 


| 


numbered at seventy-four thousand Six | 


hundred. °““Those camping next to: Judah 
shall be the tribe of Issachar; and the ruler 
of the children’ of Issachar shall be 
Nethanel the son of Zuar.” “His army was 
numbered at fifty-four thousand four hun- 
dred. “Also camping next to Judah shall be 
the tribe of Zebulun; and the ruler of the 
children of Zebulun shall be Eliab the son 
of Helon 8His army was numbered at fifty- 
seven thousand four hundred. °“All those 
numbered in the armies from the camp of 
Judah were one hundred eighty-six thou- 
sand four hundred—these~ shall break 
camp first. 

10“On the south side shall be the division 
of the camp of Reuben with their army; and 
the ruler of the children of Reuben shall be 
Flizur the son of Shedeur.” ''His army was 
numbered at forty-six thousand five hun- 
dred. “Those camping next to Reuben 
shall be the tribe of Simeon; and the ruler 
of the children of Simeon shall be Shelu- 
miel the son of Zurishaddai.” !3His army 
was numbered at fifty-nine thousand three 
hundred. !4“Also camping next to Reuben 





l 
| 


1:53 The Lord was present in the midst of Israel's liturgical worship, as He is in the Divine Liturgy of His 


the tabernacle of testimony shall move out 
with the camp of the Levites in the middle 
of the camps; as they camp, so they shall 
break camp, each one next by regiment. 
8“On the west side shall be the division 
of the camp of Ephraim with their army; 
and the ruler of the children of Ephraim 
shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.” 
His army was numbered at forty thou- 
sand five hundred. 2°“Those camping next 
to Ephraim shall be the tribe of Manasseh; 
and the ruler of the children of Manasseh 
shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.” 
21His army was numbered at thirty-two 
thousand two hundred. 22“Also camping 
next to Ephraim shall be the tribe of Ben- 
jamin; and the ruler of the children of Ben- 
jamin shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.” 
23His army was numbered at thirty-five 
thousand four hundred. 24“All those num- 
bered in their armies from the camp of 
Ephraim were one hundred eight thousand 
one hundred—they shall be the third to 
break camp. 2On the north side shall be 


‘the division of the camp of Dan with their 


army; and the ruler of the children of Dan 
shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.” 
26His army was numbered at sixty-two 
thousand seven hundred. “Those camping 
next to Dan shall be the tribe of Asher; and 
the ruler of the children of Asher shall be 
Pagiel the son of Ocran,” 28His army was 
numbered at forty-one thousand five hun- 
dred. 29*Also camping next to Dan shall be 





Holy Church. Spontaneity, in worship has no biblical precedent. |; 


2:2 The twelve tribes camped around the four sides of the 
tribes; the Levites camped around the tabernacle proper 
So the Lord and His worship were to be the central focus 
ocus of the Church. 
Ives and each other and all our life unto Christ our God," 

de of the tabernacle, and Christ would come from that 
f the word orient, from which the word orientation is 


became incarnate and is the central f 
Church prays, “Let us commend ourse | 
2:3 The tribe of Judah camped on the east si 
tribe (Heb 7:14). The word east is a synonym o 
derived. The prophet Zechariah prop 
3:9). The prophet Malachi said He wo 
teousness” (Mal 4:2). Therefore, every 
Likewise, every Church member is to or 
ented.” The Church whenever poss 
finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:2). 





hesied that Christ would be called ' 
uld rise up from the east, and thus, calls Him “the Sun of Righ- 
lsraelite was to orient his life around Christ, the Orient. 

ient his life around Christ; otherwise, he will become " disori- 


ible worships toward the east, 


tabernacle, facing it, in groups of three 

(v. 17), for they were its caretakers and guards. 
of every Israelite’s life. The Son of God 

Thus, at the end of the Great Litany, the 


“the East” or “the Orient” (Zec 


“looking unto Jesus, the author and 
r wend 


NUMBERS 2:30. 


the tribe of Naphtali; and the ruler of the 
children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son 
of Enan.” His army was numbered at fifty- 


= 





three thousand four hundred. 3!“All thosè 


numbered in the armies with Dan were one 
hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hun- 
dred—they shall break camp last, with 
their divisions.” 

%2This numbering of the children of Is- 
rael was according to their fathers’ houses. 
All the numbering of the camps with their 


armies was six hundred three thousand | 


five hundred fifty. 33But the Levites were 


not numbered with them, as the Lord com- | 


manded Moses. *4Thus the children of Is- 
rael did all the Lord commanded Moses; so 
they camped according to their divisions. 
Thus they broke camp, each one by his 
family, according to their fathers’ houses. 


= Sons of Aaron .= 


Now these are the genealogies of | 


with Moses on Mount Sinai. These are the 
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had died before the Lord when they offereg 
strange fire before the Lord in the 
Wilderness of Sinai; and they had no chil. 
dren. So Eleazar and Ithamar ministered ag 
priests with Aaron their father. 


æ Levites Serve in the Tabernacle > 
“Again, the Lord spoke to Moses, saying 


“Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present 


them before Aaron the priest, so they may 
minister liturgically with him.t 7They shall 
perform duties for him and for the children 
of Israel before the tabernacle of testimony. 
according to all the works of the taberna- 
cle. 8They shall also perform duties for all 
the furnishings of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony, and for all the children of Israel, ac- 
cording to all the works of the tabernacle, 
Thus you shall assign the Levites to Aaron 
and his sons the priests; they are given en- 
tirely to Me from the children of Israel. 





And you shall appoint Aaron and his sons | 
Aaron and Moses when the Lord spoke | over the tabernacle of testimony, and they 


| shall guard their priesthood and all the 


names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab, the | things related to the altar and within the 
firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and [thamar. | veil: but the foreigner who touches these 


3These are the names of the sons of Aaren, | 
the anointed priests, whom he consecrated | 
to minister as priests. 4Nadab and Abihu | saying;’ “Now behold, 





3:6-9 The tribe of Levi was presented to Aaron and his sons to minister liturgically with them. The ser- 


things shall be put to death.” 
\\Moreover, the Lord spoke to Moses, 
I Myself have 





vice of the priests and the Levites was on behalf of the children of Israel. Aaron’s sons were priests, but 
Aaron himself was the high priest. The other Levites assisted in the liturgical worship. 4 
The liturgical service of the priests and Levites was a type of liturgical service in the Church. The high 


the Church are also icons of Christ and serve 
as his spiritual sons. 


priest was a type of Christ, our Great High Priest and “the Shepherd and Overseer [Bishop] of our souls” 
(1Pt 2:25). The bishops are living icons of Christ, the high priests of the Church. Similarly, the priests In 
liturgically with the bishop under whom they are assigned 


The Levites served liturgically with Aaron and his sons, as their assistants. They were types of the deacons, 
who assist the bishop in the liturgical worship; and when the bishop is not present, they assist the priest. 


3:11-13, 40-51 The Lord ransomed the firstborn sons of Israel in Egypt with the blood of a 


lamb; 


therefore, the firstborn sons belonged to Him. Fourteen months later in the Wilderness of Sinai (1:1), 
He accepted the males in the tribe of Levi (a month old and above—22,000 in number) asa tamom 
payment for the firstborn of the twelve tribes. Thus an exchange took place in which the Lene i 
came the Lord’s liturgical ministers of the tabernacle. However, the census among the firstborn of t 
twelve tribes revealed the number of Israel's firstborn sons to be 22,273. Therefore, a ransom paymen 
was owed to the Lord for this excess number of 273 of Israel's firstborn males. These males vae 
required to ransom themselves by paying the Levites a redemption tax which totaled 1365 shekels | 


(v. 50). This redemption tax became a tradition in Israel. The firstborn males were required to pay this 


tax in their hometowns. 


Jesus’ hometown in His adulthood was Capernaum. So on one occasion in Capernaum, Peter was 


asked if his teacher paid this tax (Mt 17:24-27). Peter replied, “Yes.” However, 
ause He is the Son of the King, the heavenly Father, and Jesus, too, id Pe- 
rom their subjects, not from their sons. Nevertheless, to avoid offense, Jesus to akO 
and it would have money in its mouth to pay the tax—not only for Himself, bu nt 
too, was a firstborn son. So this tax payment from the mouth of the fish demo 


to pay the tax bec 
act tax payments f 
ter to catch a fish, 
for Peter. For Peter, 


. - to be the Lord and King over creation and the eternal Son of the heavenly King, S 
bert Iso demonstrated it was the Son of God, the King Himself, who ordered the re 
d when Israel was in the Wilderness of Sinai. 


ther JohnChr). This als 
demption tax to be pal 


Jesus had no obligation 
is King. Kings €% 


the Fa 
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taken the Levites from among the children 
of Israel instead of every firstborn who 
opens the womb among the children of Is- 
rael. The Levites shall be a ransom from 
them; therefore, they shall be Mine, !%be- 
cause all the firstborn are Mine. On the day 
I struck all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the first- 
born in Israel, from man to cattle. They 
shall be Mine; I am the Lord.” 





families of the Kohathite tribes was Eliza- 
phan the son of Uzziel. *!Their charge in- 
cluded the ark, the table, the lampstand, 
the altars, the utensils of the holy place 
with which they ministered liturgically, the 
screen, and all their works. °? Now the ruler 
over the rulers of the Levites was Eleazar, 
the son of Aaron the priest. He was ap- 
pointed to be in charge of those responsible 
for the holy things. | 
a ~ 33From Merari came the tribe of the 
te Bi SSG eens pe ee _Mahlites and the tribe of the Mushites; 
3 = elects Eo spoke Steet | these were the tribes of Merari. “Their cen- 
in the Wilderness Of oinal, Saying, | Num: | sus, according to the number of all’ the 
houses, by their tribes, and by their fami- | thousand five hundred, and the ruler of 
lies; ee ee Nips Fete mee from 3 the house of the families of the Merari tribe 
month old and above.” !6So Moses an Samel hihail. T 
Aaron numbered them according to the | to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. 
voice of the Lord, in the manner the Lord | 3The appointed duty of the children of 
a Rathod Mem aian ae ear sie S Merari included the pillars of the anera 
a AIE SAO AVA n clep and- thet bars Me Columns Sand the 
O Ae eee Tib tae | bases, and all their furnishings and works, 
, | S: LONI “and | 37: > Ti nT | 
Shimei; and the sons of Kohath by their Bena pilars oi daen aunak aroun’: 
families: Amram, Izehar, Hebron, and |  38Those camped in front of the taberna- 
Uzziel; Xand the sons of Merari by their Spi iee at . 
families: Mahli and Mushi. These are the | ae Rt aN ae Sates the ea 
tribes of the Levites by their fathers’ | duties of the holy place on behalf of the 
MO | Pij | children of Israel; but the foreigner who 
ne Und ie Seinen nee ae ie a aa 
ul d DUITUNeS, of EEN 39The entire census of the Levites whom 
families of the Gershonites. 22Their census, Moses and Aaron numbered by the voice of 
according to the number of all the males | the Lord, by their tribes, all the males from 


from a month old and above, was seven | a month old and above, was twenty-two 
thousand five hundred. 22The children of. thousand. 


the Gershonites were to camp behind the 
tabernacle along the west side, “and the 
ruler of the father’s house of the tribe of 
Gershon was Eliasaph the son of Lael. 
“The charge of the children of Gershon in 
the tabernacle of testimony included the 
overall covering of the tabernacle and the 
screen for the door of the tabernacle of tes- 
timony, and the curtains of the court, and 
the screen for the gate of the court by the 
tabernacle, and the rest of all its works. 
2From Kohath came the tribes of the 
Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, 
and the Uzzielites; these are the tribes of 
the Kohathites. 28Their census, according to 
the number of all the males from a month 
old and above, was eight thousand six hun- 
dred, keeping charge of the holy things. 
“The tribes of the children of Kohath were 
to camp along the south side of the taber- 
nacle, and the ruler of the house of the 





ua 


m. Levites Dedicated, Replacing 
the Firstborn 7- 

40 Again, the Lord said to Moses, “Take a 
census of all the firstborn males of the chil- 
dren of Israel from a month old and above, 
and take the number of their names. 4! You 
shall take the Levites for Me—I am the 
Lord—instead of all the firstborn among 
the children of Israel, and the cattle of the 
Levites instead of all the firstborn cattle 
among the children of Israel.” 42S0 Moses 
took a census of all the firstborn among the 
children of Israel, in the manner the Lord 
commanded him, “Thus all the firstborn 
males, according to the number of names 
from a month old and above from the cen- 
sus, were twenty-two thousand two hun- 
dred seventy-three. | | 

“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Take the Levites instead of all the 
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firstborn among the children of Israel, and 
the cattle of the Levites instead of their cat- 
tle. The Levites shall be Mine: I am the 
Lord. ““But for the redemption of the two 
hundred and seventy-three firstborn from 
the children of Israel who are more in num- 
ber than the Levites, “you shall take five 
shekels for each one individually; you shall 
take them according to the holy didrachm, 
the twenty obols of the shekel. 48Then you 
shall give the silver with which the excess 
number of them is redeemed to Aaron and 
his sons.” 4S0 Moses took the silver, the re- 
demption of those who exceeded the num- 
ber, for the redemption of the Levites. 
From the firstborn of the children of Is- 
rael he took the silver, one thousand three 
hundred and sixty-five shekels, according 
to the holy shekel. °! Then Moses gave their 





redemption money for those in excess to. 


Aaron and his sons, according to the voice 
of the Lord,-in the manner the Lord com- 
manded Moses. 


=~. The Service of the Sons of Kohath -=- 
_ Then the Lord spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying,t 2“Take a sum total of 
the sons of Kohath from among the chil- 
dren of Levi, by their tribes and the houses 
of their families, *from twenty-five years 
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old and above, even to fifty years old, alj 
who enter liturgical service to do all the 
works in the tabernacle of testimony, 
‘These are the works, the most holy things, 
of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of 
testimony: "When the camp prepares to 
journey, Aaron and his sons shall enter, and 
take down the overshadowing veil and 
cover the ark of the testimony with itt 
6Then they shall put on it a blue leather 
covering; and on top of this they shall 
spread an entirely blue cloth, and then 





| 


insert the carrying-poles. 7On the table of | 


presentation they shall spread a cloth all of 
purple and put on it the dishes, the censers, 
the cups, and the bowls for pouring the 
drink-offerings; and the perpetual loaves 
Shall be on it.t "They shall spread over it a 
scarlet cloth; and they shall cover it with a 
blue leather covering and then insert its 
carrying-poles.’Then they shall take a blue 
cloth and cover the lampstand_of the light 
with its lamps, its wick-trimmers, its fun- 
nels, and all its oil vessels with which they 
| minister liturgically. Then they shall put it 
| With all its vessels in-a covering of. blue 
‘leather, and put it on a carrying-pole. 
‘lOver the golden altar they shall spread a 





| blue cloth; and they shall cover it with a 


4:1, 16, 29 Gershom, Kohath, and Merari were the sons of Levi (Ex 6:16). Their lineage, in turn, would 
be assigned as the liturgical ministers of the tabernacle. The Scripture refers to the tabernacle and its 
liturgical service of worship by various words, all of which show the temporal nature of this worship. 


These Scripture passages are as follows: . 


Ex 25:40 (also quoted in Heb 8:5): “See to it that you make [all 


shown you on the mountain.” Heb 8:5: “[The 


things] according to the pattern 


priests] serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly 


things.” Heb 9:23: “Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be 


purified with these.” Heb 9:9: 
are offered,” Heb 9:24: “For Christ has not entered 
of the true, but into heaven 
law, having a shadow of the good things to come . 
ceived [Isaac] in a figurative sense.” 


“It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices 
| the holy places made with hands, which are copies 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." Heb 10:1: “For the 
.." Heb 11:19: \". 


.. from which [Abraham] also re- 


The various words therefore are “pattern,” “copy,” “shadow,” “figure,” and “symbol,” all of which 


carry the same meaning, namely, one level of realit 
greater level. Therefore, the Old Testament liturgical 


y that represents and is fulfilled in another and 


service of worship was temporal in nature, and is 


fulfilled in the greater reality of the Church's liturgical worship. Liturgical worship in the Church is 


called “heaven on earth,” for it fulfills the types. 
4:5 The overshadowing veil was.a type of the 


with Him. In the Divine Liturgy, the Church offers 
He gives these back to the Church as His precious 


: life-giving flesh of Christ (Heb 10:20). For Christ is God in 
the flesh; therefore, His holy body and blood give eternal life to 


those joined in union and communion 


up the bread and wine of the offertory to Him, and 
body and blood. ue 


4:7 The table of presentation was located in the holy place of the tabernacle, Among its furnishings 
were the bowls for pouring the drink-offerings of wine (see 15:5, 7, 10) and the perpetual loaves of 


bread. 


The bread and the wine on the table of 
Eucharist. (A type is one level of reality that 


presentation were types of Christ's body and blood in the. 
represents and 


is fulfilled in another and greater level, 


which is called the antitype.) Thus, the bread and wine on the table of pre atior . ted and » 
are fulfilled in Christ's body and blood in the Eucharist. j e nraraniaprianas | 
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covering of blue leather and then insert its 
carrying-poles. '*Then they shall take all 
the vessels for liturgical service with which 
they minister liturgically in the holy things, 
put them in a blue cloth, cover them with 
blue leather covering, and put them on 
carrying-poles. Also they shall put the 
covering on the altar and spread a cloth 
entirely of purple over it. 14They shall put 
on it all its vessels with which they minister 
liturgically there—the fire pans, the forks, 
the bowls, the cover, and all the vessels of 
the altar—and they shall spread on it a cov- 
ering of blue leather and insert its carrying- 
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poles. Then they shall spread on it a blue | 
: the priest. 


leather cover, and insert its carrying-poles. 
After this, they shall take a purple cloth to 
cover the laver and its base, and put them 
into a blue leather cover, and then put them 
on carrying-poles. “Then after Aaron and 
his sons finish covering the holy things and 
all the holy vessels, when the canip is Set to 


li 
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it, the screen for the door of the tabernacle 
of testimony, 2°the curtains of the court, 
which are around the tabernacle of testi- 
mony, and all the abundance of liturgical 
vessels, with which they minister liturgi- 
cally: so shall they do. 27Aaron and his sons 
shall assign all the liturgical service of the 
sons of the Gershonites, according to all 
their liturgical service and all the things to 
be carried by them: You shall assign them 
by name with all the matters to be carried 
by them. “8This is the liturgical service of 
the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of 
testimony, and their duties shall be under 
the authority of Ithamar the son of Aaron 


=, Service of the Sons of Merari > 
29%“As for the sons of Merari, you shall 
number them by their tribes and their fa- 
thers’ houses. *°From twenty-five years old 
and above, even to fifty years old, you shall 


| number. them, -everyone who -enters the 
| liturgical service to do the work of the tab- 
| ernacle of testimony. 2!These things to be 


go, then the sons of Kohath shal! enter to 
carry them; but they shall not touch the holy 


things, lest they die. These are the things in 


pal 


the tabernacle of testimony the sons ol 


Kohath are to carry: '%(the overseer is 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest) the oil | 


for the light, the incense compound, the 
daily grain offering, the anointing oil, the 
Oversight of all the tabernacle, and what- 
ever is in it, in the holy place with all its 


works.” 17Then the Lord spoke to Moses | 


and Aaron, saying, '*“*Do not destroy the 
tribe of the Kohathite families from among 
the Levites; ‘%but do this in regard to them, 


80 they may live and not die when they 


approach the most holy things: Aaron and 
his sons shall go in and appoint each of 
them according to his transport duty. But 
they shall not go in unexpectedly to, watch 
the holy things, lest they die.” | 


“a Service of the Sons of Gershon => — 
ya, Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

Also take a census of the sons of Ger- 
shon, by their fathers’ houses according to 
leir tribes, 23From twenty-five years old 
And above, even to fifty years old, you shall 
fake a census of them, all who enter to min- 
‘ter liturgically, to do its works in the tab- 
macle of testimony. 24This is the liturgical 
“Ivice of the tribe of the Gershonites, in 
shone liturgically and in carrying: They 
a carry the curtains of the tabernacle 
on, he tabernacle of testimony with its 
ver ing, the covering of blue leather over 
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carried by them are their duties relative to 
all their works in the tabernacle of testi- 
mony: the capitals of the tabernacle, and its 
bars, pillars, bases, and the. screen. They 
shall also carry the bases, the pillars, and 
the screen of the door of the tabernacle, 
32and the pillars around the court with their 
bases, and the pillars of the screen of the 
courtyard gate, and their bases, pegs, and 
cords, with all their vessels and liturgical 
things; and you Shall assign them by name 
all the vessels they are responsible to carry. 
33This is the liturgical service of the tribe of 
the sons of Merari, in all their works for the 
tabernacle of testimony, under the author- 
ity of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.” 
-» Census of the Levites .=> 

34Thus Moses, Aaron, and the rulers of 
the congregation took a census of the sons 
of the Kohathites by their tribes and their 
fathers’ houses, “from twenty-five years 
old and above, even to fifty years old, 
everyone who entered the liturgical service 
for work in the tabernacle of testimony, 
s6Their numbering according to their tribes 
was two thousand seven hundred fifty. 
37This is the numbering of the tribe of the 
Kohathites, all who were serving liturgi- 
cally in the tabernacle of testimony, whom 
Moses and Aaron numbered by the voice of 
the Lord by the hand of Moses. — 

388Those numbered of the sons of Gershon, 
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by their tribes and their fathers’ houses. 
“from twenty-five years old and above, 
even to fifty years old, everyone entering 
the liturgical service to do the works in the 
tabernacle of testimony— “those num- 
bered by their tribes and their fathers’ 
houses, were two thousand six hundred 











thirty. 4!This was the census of the tribe of | 


the sons of Gershon, everyone serving in 
the tabernacle of testimony, whom Moses 
and Aaron numbered by the voice of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. 

42Those numbered of the tribe of the sons 
of Merari, who were numbered by their 
tribes and their fathers’ houses, 43from 
twenty-five years old and above, even to 
fifty years old, everyone entering the litur- 
gical service for the works in the taberna- 
cle of testimony— “those numbered by 
their tribes and their fathers’ houses were 
three thousand two hundred. This was the 
census of the tribe of the sons ef Merari, 
whom Moses and Aaron numbered 5y the 
voice of the Lord by the hand of Mases 

46A1l who were numbered of the Levites: 
whom Moses, Aaron, and the rulers of Is- 
rael numbered, by their tribes and their fa- 
thers’ houses, “from twenty-five years old 
and above, even to fifty years old, everyone 
entering for the task of works and the 
works of carrying the things in the taberna- 
cle of testimony— “those numbered were 
eight thousand five hundred eighty. “By 
the voice of the Lord by the hand of Moses 
they were numbered, each man according 
to his works and according to his task; thus 
were they numbered by him, in the manner 
the Lord commanded Moses. 


æ. The Unclean Are Isolated = 

Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

J 2“Command the children of Israel to 

put out of the camp every leper, everyone 
who has an involuntary discharge of 
semen, and whoever becomes defiled by a 
corpse.t “You shall put out both male and 
female; you shall put them outside the 
camp, so they may not defile their camps, 


in the midst of which I dwell.” 4So the chil- 


dren of Israel did so, and sent them outside 
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the camp; as the Lord spoke to Moses, so 
the children of Israel did. 


œ Confession and Restitution >. 


»Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
Speak to the children of Israel, saying 
‘When a man or woman commits one of the 
sins that humans commit, and actually dis. 
regards a neighbor, that soul has commit. 
ted a trespass. ‘Then he shall confess 
openly the sin he committed. He shall make 
restitution for his trespass in the capital 





amount, plus one-fifth of it, and repay the | 


one he wronged.t 8But if the man has no 
close relative to make restitution on his be- 
half for the trespass, the restitution for the 
wrong Shall go to the Lord for the priest, in 
addition to the ram of the atonement with 
which atonement is made for him. Every 
offering that is sanctified among the chil- 


= 


| dren of Israel, which they bring to the Lord — 


for the priest, shall be his. !°So the sancti- 
| fied offerings of each man shall be his; 
whatever any man gives the priest shall be 


ae 
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æ Unfaithful Wives =- 


Moreover the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, '*“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them, ‘If any man’s wife com- 
mits transgression and disregards and de- 
spises him, and someone has sexual inter- 
course with her, and she conceals it from 
her husband and keeps it hidden, but she is 
defiled, and there was no witness against 
her, nor was she caught— “and if a spirit of 
jealousy comes upon him, and he becomes 
jealous of his wife, who is defiled; or if 4 
spirit of jealousy comes upon him, and he 
becomes jealous of his wife, although she 1S 
not defiled— !5then the man shall bring his 
wife to the priest. He shall bring the gift re 
quired for her, one-tenth of an ephah 0 
barley meal; he shall pour no oil on it, and 
put no frankincense on it, because it iS ê 
grain offering of jealousy, an offering for 
remembering, for bringing sin to remem 
brance, : | 

-'6*Then the priest shall bring her neat 
and set her before the Lord. The priest 


ee 





self was not a leper, for He knew no sin, but He took pity on us lepers and became a disgrace for our 


sakes. 


5:7 Confession of wrongs to a neighbor must be accompanied by restitution. Zacchaeus went beyond 
this law and made restitution fourfold, plus he gave half his goods to the poor. Thus, he “bore fruits 
worthy of repentance” (Mt 3:8), So Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house” 


(Lk 19:9). 


; 
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5:2-4 Leprosy was a type of sin. Jesus went out of the camp and became a leper on our behalf. He Him- 


| 








er in an 
earthen vessel, and take some of the dust 
on the floor of the tabernacle of testimony 
and throw it into the water. '8Then the 
priest shall stand the woman before the 
Lord, uncover the woman’s head, and put 
the sacrifice for remembering in her hands, 
which is the grain offering of jealousy; and 
the priest shall have in his hand the water 
of conviction that brings a curse. Then the 
priest shall put her under oath, and say to 
the woman, “If no man has lain with you, 
and if you have not committed transgres- 
sion to be defiled while under your hus- 
band’s jurisdiction, be innocent from this 
water of conviction that brings a curse. 
“But if you committed transgression and 
defiled yourself under your husband’s ju- 
risdiction, and some man other than your 
husband had sexual relations with you”— 
Ithen the priest shall put the woman under 
oath by the words of the oath of this curse: 
and the priest shall say to the woman, “the 
Lord make you a curse and an oath among 
your people, when the Lord makes your 
thigh rot and your belly swell; 22and may 
this water that causes this curse go into 
your stomach, and make your belly swell 


shall take clean running wat 


and your thigh rot.” Then the woman shall | 


say, “May it be so.” 

23*Then the priest shall write these curses 
in a book, and wipe them off into the water 
of conviction that brings a curse. 24Then he 
Shall give the woman a drink of this water 
of conviction that brings a curse, and it 
shall enter her. 25Then the priest shall take 
the grain offering of jealousy from the 
woman’s hand, put the sacrifice before the 
Lord, and bring it to the altar; 2and 
the priest shall take a handful of the sacri- 
fice as its memorial portion, offer it on the 
altar, and afterward give the woman the wa- 
ter to drink. 27So it shall be, if she is defiled 
but kept it hidden from her husband, then 
the water of conviction that brings a curse 
will enter her, and her belly will swell, her 
thigh will rot, and the woman will become a 
Curse among her people. 2But if the woman 
'S not defiled, but is clean, then she shall be 
innocent and may conceive children. 

“This is the law of jealousy, when a 
wife, while under her husband’s jurisdic- 
lion, transgresses and defiles herself, Vor 
When the spirit of jealousy comes upon a> 
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man, and he becomes jealous of his wife; 
then he shall stand the woman before the 
Lord, and the priest shall execute all this 
law upon her. ?!Then the man shall be inno- 
cent of guilt, but that woman shall bear her 
guilt.’ ” 





| œ Law Concerning Vows 7- 


Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
| 2“Speak to the children of Israel, and 
say to them, ‘When either a man or woman 
vows an extraordinary vow to sanctify him- 
self as one of purity to the Lord,t “he shall 
separate himself from wine and intoxi- 
cants, and shall not drink any wine and 
vinegar made from wine, and any vinegar 
made from intoxicants; neither shall he 
drink anything made from grapes, nor eat 
fresh grapes or raisins. *All the days of his 
separation he shall eat nothing that is pro- 
duced by the grapevine, from seed to skin. 
‘All the days of his vow of purification no 
razor Shall come upon his head; until the 
days are fulfilled for which he vowed to the 
Lord; he shall be holy. Then he shall let 
the locks of the hair of his head grow. ®All 
the days of his vow to the Lord he shall not 
go near a dead body. "He shall not defile 
himself even for his father or his mother, 
for his brother or his sister, when they die, 
because the vow of his God is on his head. 
SAI the days of his vow he shall be holy to 
the Lord. But if anyone dies very suddenly 
near him on the spot, the head of his vow 
Shall be defiled; and he shall shave his head 
on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh 
day he shall shave it. Then on the eighth 
day he shall bring two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons to the priest, to the door of 
the tabernacle of testimony. Then the 
priest shall make one a sin offering and the 
other a whole burnt offering and make 
atonement for him, concerning which he 
sinned in regard to the corpse; and he shall 
sanctify his head that day. '2He shall sanc- 
tify to the Lord the days of his vow, and 
bring a male lamb in its first year as a tres- 
pass offering; but the former days shall be 
null and void, because the head of his vow 
was defiled. 

“Now this is the law of vowing: When 
the days of his vow are fulfilled, he shall be 
brought to the doors of the tabernacle of 
testimony, Then he shall offer his gift to 
the Lord: one male lamb in its first year 





6:2 An extraordinary vow was a vow not required by the Law of Moses. It was strictly voluntary, and 
When such a vow was made, the one making it was held accountable to fulfill it (Ps 49:14; Ecc 5:4). 
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without blemish as a whole burnt offering, | 26 the Lord lift up His countenance upon 
one ewe lamb in its first year without blem- you, and give you peace.”’” 

ish as a sin offering, one ram without blem- 

ish as a peace offering, 5a basket of un- 


leavened bread of fine flour, prepared with | at aS eaders; ONETIES 
oil, and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, Now it came to pass, on the day Moses | 
and their grain offering with their drink of- _ finished setting up the tabernacle, he 


fering. loThen the priest shall bring these anointed and sanctified it and all its ves- 
things before the Lord and offer his sin of- | sels, and the altar and all its vessels; thus 
fering and his whole burnt offering; l7and he anointed and. sanctified these things, 
he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of | 7Then the rulers of Israel, the twelve rulers | 
peace offering to the Lord, with the basket | Of their fathers’ houses who were the rulers 
of unleavened bread; the priest shall also | Of the tribes and were in charge of the cen. 
offer his grain offering and his drink offer- | SUS, brought gifts.t-3They brought their 
ing. '*Then the one vowing shall shave the | gifts before the Lord: six covered carts and 
head of his vow at the doors of the taberna- | twelve oxen, a cart for every two of the 
cle of testimony; and he shall put his hair | rulers, and for each one.a young bull; and | 
on the fire, which is under the sacrifice of | they presented them before the tabernacle 
the peace offering. !°Then the priest shall | “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
take the boiled shoulder of the ram, one un- | “Receive these. things from them so they 
leavened loaf from the basket, and one un- | may be used in doing the works of liturgi- 
leavened cake, and put these upon the | cal service in the tabernacle of testimony; 
hands of the one vowing after he has | and you- shall give these things to the 
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shaved the head of his vow; 2°and the priest | Levites, to every man according to his litur- 
shall bring these things as a deposit offer- | gical service.” “Thus Moses. took the carts 
ing before the Lord; they are holy for the | and the oxen-and gave these things to the 
priest, together with the breast of the de- | Levites. 7Iwo carts and four oxen he gave 
posit offering and the thigh of the choice | to the sons of Gershon, according to their 
portion. After that, the one vowing may | liturgical service; 8and four carts and eight 
drink wine.’ 2!This is the law of the one | oxen he gave to the sons of Merari, accord- | 
vowing, who vows to the Lord his gift to the | ing to their liturgical service, under the | 
Lord concerning his vow; and the force of | authority of Ithamar the son of Aaron the — 





his vow is not limited to what he could af- priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath he gave — 

ford regarding his vow, which he vows ac- | none, because their liturgical service had to 

cording to the law of purity.” do with the holy place, which they carried 
æ. The Priest’s Blessing on their shoulders. 


2 Again the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | 
ing,t 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, say- 
ing, “Ihis is the way you shall bless the chil- | 
dren of Israel. Say to them (My name shall 
be put on the children of Israel, and I the 
Lord shall bless them): 


~. The Order of the Offerings «> 


“Now the rulers brought their gifts for 
the dedication of the altar on the day it was 
anointed; so the rulers brought their gift 
before the altar. UFor the Lord said t0 
Moses, “They shall bring their gifts, one 
ruler each day, for the dedication of the al- 
tar.” 

'“So the one who brought his gift on the 
| first day was Nahshon the son of Ammin- 


6:22-26 These verses describe the blessings by the priests upon the people: the purpose is to put the 
Lord’s name on them. The blessing itself is contained in wv. 24-26. Bishops and priests in the Church also 
put the Lord’s name on people when they bless them with their hands in the form of the cross. 
7:2-5, 84 The twelve rulers brought gifts, including sacrificial animals, to the Lord for the dedication of 
the altar of whole burnt offering. These gifts would be used in the liturgical service of the Levites in 
the tabernacle, In the new covenant liturgical service of worship, we are to offer our whole lives as 
whole burnt offerings to God. Rom 12:1, 2 describes this offering: “| beseech you therefore; brethren, | 
| 


“4 “The Lord bless you and keep you: 
“9 the Lord make His face shine upon 
you, and be merciful to you; 








by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service, And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what /s that good and acceptable and perfect will of God." ki 


A 
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adab. ruler of the tribe of Judah. The gift 


he brought was one silver bowl; its weight 
was one hundred and thirty shekels and 
one silver cup of seventy shekels, accord- 
ing to the holy shekel, both of them full of 
fine flour prepared with oil for a grain of- 
fering; ‘tone gold censer of ten shekels full 
of incense; one young bull from the oxen, 
one ram, and one male lamb in its first year 
for a whole burnt offering; '!®one male kid 


from the goats for a sin offering; and for | 


the sacrifice of peace offerings: two young 
heifers, five rams, five male goats, and five 
ewe lambs in their first year. This was the 
gift of Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 
18On the second day, Nethanel the son of 
Zuar, ruler of Issachar, brought: his: gift. 
iSThe gift he brought was .one silver: bowl, 
its weight was one hundred and: thirty 
shekels, and one silver cup. of seventy 
shekels, according to the holy shekei, both 


gold censer of tan seitei full of incense; 
330ọne young bull, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of- 
fering; 3%tone male kid from the goats for a 
sin offering; and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five 
male goats, and five ewe lambs in their first 
year. This was the gift of Elizur the son of 
Shedeur. 

36On the fifth day, Shelumiel the son of 
Zurishaddai, ruler of the children of 
Simeon, brought. his gift. The gift he 
brought was one silver bowl, its weight was 
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver cup of seventy shekels, according to 
the holy shekel, both of them full of fine 
flour prepared with oil for a grain offering; 
38one gold censer of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; 39one young bull from the oxen, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year for 
whole burnt offering; #°9one male kid from 


of them full of fine flour prepared with oil | the goats for a sin offering; *4and for the 
for a grain offering: “one gold eenser cof | sacrifice of peace offerings: two young 


ten shekels, full of incense; 
bull from the oxen, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a ‘whole burnt of- 
fering; Zand one male kid from the’ goats 
for a sin offering; Zand for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two young: heifers, five 
rams, five male goats, and five ewe lambs 
in their first year. This was the gift’ of 
Nethanel the son of Zuar. 

40n the third day, Eliab the son of 
Helon, ruler of the children of Zebulun, 
brought his gift. The gift he brought was 
one silver bowl; its weight was one hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
of seventy shekels, according to the holy 
shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre- 
pared with oil for a grain offering; “one 


gold censer of ten shekels, full of incense; 


one young bull from the oxen, one ram, 
and one male lamb in its first year for a 
whole burnt offering; 28one male kid from 
the goats for a sin offering; and! for the 
Sacrifice of peace offerings: two young 
heifers, five rams, five male goats, and five 
ewe lambs in their first year. This was the 
gift of Eliab the son of Helon. 

On the fourth day, Elizur the son of 
Shedeur, ruler of the children of Reuben, 
brought ‘his gift. 3!The gift he brought was 
one silver bowl, its weight was one hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
Of seventy shekels, according to the holy 
Shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre- 
Dared with oil for a grain offering; **one 





Aone young | 





heifers, five rams; five male goats, and five 
ewe lambs in their first year. This was the 
gift of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 

4240n the sixth day, Eliasaph the son of 
Deuel, ruler of the children of Gad, brought 


his gift, The gift he brought was one silver 


bowl, its weight was one hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver cup of sev- 


-enty shekels, according to the holy shekel, 


both of them full of fine flour prepared with 
oil for a grain offering; *4one gold censer of 
ten shekels, full of incense; “one young 
bull from the oxen, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of- 
fering; one male kid from the goats for a 
sin offering; “and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five 
male goats; and five ewe lambs in their first 
year, This was the gift of Eliasaph the son 
of Deuel. 

48QOn the seventh day, Elishama the son 
of Ammihud, ruler of the children of 
Ephraim, brought his gift. “The gift he 
brought was one silver bowl, its weight was 
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver cup of seventy shekels, according to 
the holy shekel, both of them full of fine 
flour prepared with oil for a grain offering; 
50one gold censer of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; ‘lone young bull from the oxen, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year for 


a whole burnt offering; one male kid from 
the goats for a sin offering; “and for the 


sacrifice of peace offerings: two young 
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heifers, five rams, five male goats, and five 
ewe lambs in their first year. This was the 
gift of Elishama the son of Ammihud. 


4On the eighth day, Gamaliel the son of | 


Pedahzur, ruler of the children of Ma- 
nasseh, brought his gift. 5The gift he 
brought was one silver bowl; its weight was 
one hundred and ‘thirty shekels, and one 
Silver cup of seventy shekels, according to 
the holy shekel, both of them full of fine 
flour prepared with oil for a grain offering: 
one gold censer of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; “one young bull, one ram, and one 


male lamb in its first year for a whole burnt | 
offering; ‘Sone male kid from the goats for | 


a sin offering; "and for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two young heifers, five 
rams, five male goats. and five ewe lambs 
in their first year. This was the gift of 
Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 


6On the ninth day, Abidan’the son of | 


Gideoni, ruler of the children of Benjamin. 
brought his gift. ®'The giit-he brought was 
one silver bowl, its weight was one: nun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
of seventy shekels, according to the holy 
Shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre- 
pared with oil for a grain offering; one 
gold censer of ten shekels, full of incense; 
639ne young bull, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of- 


fering; ŝtone male kid from the goats for a | 


sin offering; “and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five 
male goats, and five ewe lambs in their first 
year. This was the gift of Abidan the son of 
Gideoni. 

66On the tenth day, Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai, ruler of the children of Dan, 
brought his gift. “The gift he brought was 
one silver bowl, its weight was one hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
of seventy shekels, according to the holy 
shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre- 


pared with oil for a grain offering; one 


gold censer of ten shekels, full of incense; 
69one young bull, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of- 
fering; one male kid from the goats for a 
sin offering; Tand for the sacrifice of peace 


offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five - 


male goats, and five ewe lambs in their first 
year. This was the gift of Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai, 

720n the eleventh day, Pagiel the son of 
Ocran, ruler of the children of Asher, 
brought his gift. The gift he brought was 


L722 





lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of- 
| fering; one male kid from the goats for a 


fering, and the male kids from the goats 















one silver bowl, its weight was one hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
of seventy shekels, according to the holy | 
shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre. 
pared with oil for a grain offering; Mone 
gold censer of ten shekels, full of incense: 
“one young bull, one ram, and one male 
lamb in its first year for a whole burnt of. 
fering; “one male kid from the goats for a 
sin offering; “and for the sacrifice of peace | 
offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five 
male goats, and five ewe lambs in their first 
year. This was the gift of Pagiel the son of 
Ocran. 

8QOn the twelfth day, Ahira- the son of 
Enan, ruler of the children of Naphtali, 
brought his gift. "The gift he brought was 
one silver bowl, its weight was one hun- 
dred and thirty shekels, and one silver cup 
of seventy shekels, according to the holy | 
shekel, both of them full of fine flour pre- 
pared with oil for a grain offering: Xone 
gold censer of ten shekels, full of incense; 
‘lone young bull, one ram, and one male 


sin offering; and for the sacrifice of peace | 
offerings: two young heifers, five rams, five 
male goats, and five ewe lambs in their first 
year. This was the offering of Ahira the son 
of Enan. 

84This was the dedication gift for the al- 
tar from the rulers of Israel, the day it was 
anointed: twelve silver bowls, twelve silver _ 
cups, and twelve gold censers. Each sil- 
ver bowl weighed one hundred and thirty 
shekels and each cup seventy shekels. All 
the silver of the vessels weighed two thou- 
sand four hundred shekels, according t0 
the holy shekel. 8°The twelve gold cense!s: 
full of incense, weighed ten shekels apiece: 
according to the holy shekel; all the gold of 
the censers weighed one hundred and 
twenty shekels. 87All the oxen for thé 
whole burnt offering were twelve young 
bulls, the rams twelve, the male lambs W 
their first year twelve, with their grain of 


for a sin offering twelve. 88So all the oxen 
for the sacrifice of peace offerings we! 
twenty-four young heifers, the rams sixty. 
the male goats sixty, and the ewe lambs i" 
their first year sixty. This was the dedica- | 
tion gift for the altar after it was coms® 
crated and anointed, 88Now when Moses 
went into the tabernacle of testimony t° 
speak with Him, he heard the voice of the — 


a 


Smits - 73 NUMBERS S26 
Lord speaking to him from above the 

mercy seat on the ark of the testimony, 
from between the two cherubim; thus He 
spoke to him. 











ing to the Lord. '*Thus you shall separate 
the Levites from among the children of Is- 
rael, and they shall be Mine. 'After that, 
the Levites shall go in to do the works of 
the tabernacle of testimony. Thus you shall 
cleanse them and offer them as a restitu- 
tion offering before the Lord. '®For they are 
Mine as a restitution offering from among 
the children of Israel; I have taken them for 
Myself instead of all who open the womb, 
the firstborn from all the children of Israel. 
lamps to face toward the front of the lamp- | 17For all the firstborn among the children of 
stand, and lit its lamps, as the Lord com- | Israel are Mine, from man to cattle; on the 
manded Moses. *Now this construction of | day I struck all the firstborn in the land of 
the lampstand was solid gold; its stem and | Egypt, I sanctified them to Myself. 18I have 
corolla were solid throughout, according to | taken the Levites instead of all the first- 
the form the Lord showed Moses; thus he | born among the children of Israel. 19I have 
made the lampstand. | also given the Levites as a restitution offer- 

ra Cleansing and Conseeratine | ing to Aaron and his sons from among the 


| 
| ehi Sih alate x 
the Levites 7 | children of Israel,ito do the works of the 
°Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, | 


a. Arranging the Lamps 7- 
© Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
2“Speak to Aaron, and say to him, 
‘When you arrange the lamps, the seven 
lamps shall give light in front of the lamp- 
stand.” *Aaron did so; he arranged the 


children of Israel in the tabernacle of testi- 
a} Senay sd Bide “> | mony, and to make atonement for the chil- 

Take the Levites from among the chil- | dren of Israel. Thus there shall be no draw- 
dren of Israel and consecrate ther? Thus | ine near of the holy things among the 
you shall do to them for their purification: | ehildre, | at 


ALERA ; children of Israel.” 

Sprinkle water of puriiication on them, 20Sq Moses and Aaron and all the con- 
and a razor shall shave all their body: and | gregation of the children of Israel did to the 
they shall wash their clothes; then they | Levites as the Lord commanded Moses 
Shall be clean. *After this, they shall take a | concerning the Levites; thus the children of 
young bull from the oxen, with its grain of- | Israeldid to them. 2!Then the Levites sanc- 
fering of fine flour prepared with oil, and | tified themselves and washed their clothes; 
you shall take a young bull one year old | and Aaron presented them before the Lord 
from the oxen for a sin offering. Then- you as a restitution offering; and Aaron made 
Shall bring the Levites before the taberna- atonement for them to consecrate them. 
cle of testimony, and gather together the | 22After that, the Levites went in to minister 
whole congregation of the children of Is- | in their liturgical service in the tabernacle 
rael. !°So you shall bring the Leyites before | of testimony before Aaron and his sons; as 
the Lord, and the children of Israel shall | the Lord commanded Moses concerning 
put their hands on the Levites; Hand Aaron | the Levites, so they did to them. 

Shall set apart the Levites before the Lord | 23Moreover, the Lord spoke to Moses, 
as a restitution offering from among the | saying, 24“This is what pertains to the 
children of Israel, so they may do the | Levites: From twenty-five years old and 
works of the Lord. !2Then the Levites shall | above they shall enter to work in the taber- 
Dut their hands on the heads of the young | nacle of testimony; and at the age of fifty 
bulls, and you shall offer one for a sin of- | years they shall cease doing liturgical 
fering and the other for a whole burnt of- 


service. They shall work no more. 2°His 
ering to the Lord, to make atonement for | brother shall minister liturgically in the 
hem, 


tabernacle of testimony, to do guard du- 
“Then you shall stand the Levites be- | ties, but he shall not do the works. Thus 
fore the Lord and before Aaron and his | you shall do to the Levites regarding their 
sons, and offer them as a restitution offer- 





duties.” 


8:6, 7, 19 In the liturgical service of worship, the children of Israel could not draw near the holy things, 
for their bodies were not purified by the water of purification, as were the Levites, Under the new 
Covenant, the Levites are the clergy of the Church who officiate at the altar. However, in the liturgical 
‘€rvice of worship, both clergy and laity draw near the heavenly holy of holies by the blood of Jesus. 
The conditions for entering the heavenly holy of holies are “a true heart in full assurance of faith, hav- 
‘Ng our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water" (Heb 10:22). 
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“a The Second Passover «= utterly destroyed from among his people 
Now the Lord spoke to Moses in the | because he did not bring his gift to the Lord — 
Sinai Desert, in the first month of the | at its appointed time; that man shall bear 
second year, after they came out of the land | his guilt. “But if a resident alien dwells 
of Egypt, saying, 2“Speak, and let the | with you in your land, he shall also keep — 
children of Israel keep Pascha at its | the Lord’s Pascha, according to the rule 
appointed time. On the fourteenth day of | and regulation of Pascha; you shall have 
this month, at eventide, you shall keep it at | one rule, both for the resident alien and th 
its appointed time. According to its rule | native of the land.’ ” | 
and practice you shall keep it.”t 4So Moses | 
told the children of Israel to keep Pascha. Miihe Cloudiand Fire =: 

‘Thus they kept Pascha beginning on the | '’Now on the day the tabernacle: was 
fourteenth day of the first month. in the | raised up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, 
Sinai Desert; as the Lord commanded | the house of the testimony; from eventide 
Moses, so the children of Israel did. until morning it was on the tabernacle, like 


®Now there were men who were unclean | the form of fire. So it was always: the 
on account of a dead man, and so were un- | Cloud covered it by day and the form of fire — 


able to keep Pascha on that day; therefore, | by night. '’Whenever the cloud ascended 
they came before Moses and Aaron that | from the tabernacle, after that the children 
day.t 7So those men sdid to him, “We are | Of Israel broke camp; and in the place 
unclean on account of a dead man. Why | Where the cloud stood, there the children of 
then are we prevented from presenting the | Israel made camp. 18At the command of the 
Lord’s gift at its appointed time among the | Lord the children of Israel would make 
children of Israel?” 8Moses then said to | Camp, and at the command of the Lord they 
them, “Stand here, and I will hear what the | would break camp. All the days the cloud 
Lord commands concerning you.” °Then | overshadowed the tabernacle, the children 
the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak | of Israel would encamp. Even when the 
to the children of Israel, saying, ‘if anyone | cloud would continue many days on the 
of you becomes unclean on account of a | tabernacle; the children of Israel would 
dead man, or is on a distant journey, or is | obey God’s orders, and not break camp. 
among your families, he shall keep the | 2°So it would be, whenever the cloud would 
Lord’s Pascha. !'!On the fourteenth day of | overshadow the tabernacle a number of 
the second month, at eventide, they shall | days, at the voice of the Lord they would 
keep it. They shall eat it with unleavened | encamp, and at the command of the Lord 
bread and bitter herbs. !2They shall leave | they would break camp. 2!So it would be, 
none of it until morning, nor break one of | when the cloud would continue from even- 
its bones. According to all the rule of | tide until morning,and the cloud would as- 
Pascha, they shall keep it. But the man | cend in the morning, then they would 
who is clean and is not on a distant journey, | break camp; and if the cloud would con- 
but fails to keep Pascha, that soul shall be | tinue a day or a night,t 22or a month, or an 


—— 
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9:3 Pascha, or Passover, was to be kept according to its rule and practice. Its “rule and practice” refers 
to its liturgical order of service and worship. This was spelled out very carefully in the Law of Moses. In 
the Church, the rule and practice of Pascha is also carefully spelled out in Holy Tradition as the Church 
moves through its liturgical order of service and worship in Great Lent, Holy Week, and the Easter sea- 
son. L 
9:6-9 The Law of Moses could not cover every situation that might arise regarding Pascha. For this la 
did not exist in a vacuum to itself, Rather, it was ever united to the Lawgiver, the Son of God, who 
speaks to His people. Similarly, the Holy Tradition of the Church cannot cover every situation that might 
arise, The Good Shepherd speaks to His Church, and those who have ears to hear follow Him (Jn 10:27). 
9:21 When the cloud ascended from the tabernacle, Israel would break camp and move toward the 
promised land, Therefore, their liturgical worship was to be dynamic and not static. They had an objec 
tive to achieve. Psalms 120—133 are called “Odes of Ascent.” These odes reveal aspects of the dynamic 
and living nature of liturgical worship. | 
Similarly, the Lord ascended into heaven to teach the Church the dynamic and living nature of worship: 
For liturgical worship is like an ascent in which the worshipers draw near and enter the heavenly holy of 
holies. The final objective is “the resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed), 
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abundance of days overshadowing it, the: | 


children of Israel would encamp and not 
break camp. At the command of the Lord 
they would break camp, and at the com- 
mand of the Lord by the hand of Moses 
they would obey the Lord’s orders. 


~. The Two Silver Trumpets .= 


_ Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 

ing, “Make two silver trumpets for 
yourself; you shall make them of hammered 
work; you shall use them to call the congre- 
gation and to break the camps. 2You shall 
blow the trumpets among them, and all the 
congregation shall be gathered at the door 
of the tabernacle of testimony. 4But if they 
blow one trumpet, all the rulers, the heads of 
the divisions of Israel, shall gather to you. 
‘Then you shall blow the trumpet signal. 
and the camps camping on the ‘east side 
Shall break camp. Again, you shall blow the 
trumpet signal a second time, and the canins 


and you shall blow the trumpet 


west side shall break camp; and you shali 
blow the trumpet signal a fourth time, and 
the camps camping on the north side 
Shall break camp. They shall blow the trum- 
pet signal when they break camp. Then 
when you have gathered the congregation 
together, you shall blow the trumpet, but not 
the trumpet signal. The sons of Aaron, the 
priests, shall blow the trumpets: and this 
Shall be your custom perpetually through- 
out your generations. "If you should go to 
War in your land against the enemy who 
oppresses you, you shall sound the trumpet 
Signal, and you will be remembered before 
the Lord, and you-will be saved from your 


enemies. !°Also in the days of your gladness, | 
and in your feasts, and at the beginning of | 


your months, you shall blow the trumpets 
over your whole burnt offerings and the sac- 
rifices of your peace offerings; and they 
shall be a remembrance for you before your 
God: I am the Lord your God.”t 


-®. Moving On from the Camp a. 
UNow it came to pass on the twentieth 


day of the second month, in the second 


year, that the cloud ascended from the tab- 


-_—- 


a 


briacle “of the testimony Then the chil- 
dren of Israel broke camp with their house- 
hold goods in the Sinai Desert; and the 
cloud stood in the Desert of Paran. !3S0 the 
first ones broke camp at the Lord’s voice by 
the hand of Moses. “The division of the 
camp of the children of Judah was the first 
to break camp with their army; and over 
their army was Nahshon the son of Ammin- 
adab. Over the army of the tribe of the 
children of Issachar was Nethanel the son 
of Zuar. '*Over the army of the tribe of the 
children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of 
Helon. Then the sons of Gershon and the 
sons of Merari took down the tabernacle 
and broke camp, carrying the tabernacle. 
\8After this, the division of the camp of 
Reuben broke camp with their army; and 
over their army was Elizur the son of 
Shedeur. !%Over the army of the tribe of the 
children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son 


camping on the south side shall break camp: | 01 ZUrShaddai. Over the army of the tribe 


sionat a | 9f the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son 
third time, and the camps camping on the | camp, carrying. the holy things (and they 


of Deuel. 2!Then the sons of Kohath broke 


would set up the tabernacle, before their 


_ arrival). After this, the division of the 





camp.of.the children of Ephraim broke 
camp with their army; and over their army 


was Elishama the son of Ammihud. 22Over 


the army of the tribe of the children of 


-Manasseh. was Gamaliel- the son of 


Pedahzur. *4Over the army of the tribe of 
the children of Benjamin was Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. Then the division of the 


camp of the children of Dan (the last of all 


the camps with their army) broke camp: 
and over their army was Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai. Over the army of the tribe 
of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son 
of Ocran. “Over the army of the tribe of the 
children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of 
Enan. 28These were the armies of the chil- 


dren of Israel, and they broke camp with 


their army. 

“Now Moses said to Hobab the son of 
Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, 
“We are breaking camp for the place the 
Lord spoke of, saying, ‘I will give it to you.’ 
Come with us, and we will treat you well; for 


the Lord spoke good things concerning 





10:10 The Son of God is the | Am, the lard God of Israel (Jn 8:58; Ex 3:14). He is one of the three Per- 
sons of the Holy Trinity. 
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Israel.”t 20 However, he said to hi 
go, but I will depart to my land and to my 
relatives.” 31But he replied, “Do not leave us, 
because you were with us in the desert, and 
you would be an elder among US. 32]t would 
also be, if you should go with us, that the 
good things whatsoever the Lord will do for 
us, the same we will do for you,” 

33S9 they broke camp at the mountain of 
the Lord for a journey of three days; and the 





ark of the covenant of the Lord went before | 
them for the three days’ journey, to search | 


out a resting place for them. *#Now it came 
to pass that when they broke camp with the 
ark, Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord! Let Your 
enemies be scattered, and let all who hate 
You flee.” And when the ark rested, he 
said, “Return, O Lord, to the many thou- 
sands in Israel!” 36The cloud.also overshad- 
owed them by day when they broke camp. 


«=. The People Grumble -> 


Now the people were grumbling 
evilly before the Lord, and the Lord 
heard them and was provoked to anger. 99 
the fire of the Lord burned among them 
and utterly destroyed part of the camp? 
2Then the people cried out to Moses, and 
Moses prayed to the Lord: and the fire was 
quenched. 3S0 he called the name of the 
place Burning, because fire from the Lord 
burned among them. 
4Now the mixed multitude among them 
hungered exceedingly; and sitting down, the 
children of Israel were also weeping, and 
said, “Who will give us meat to eat?t "We re- 
member the fish we ate freely in Egypt, and 
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 






oO 
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nions, and the garlic; but now our soul ig 
dried up; there is nothing before our eyes ex. | 
cept this manna.” 7Now the manna 1s like co- 
riander seed, and its form is like the form of 
ice pellets. The people would go about and 
gather it, and grind it on millstones or beat it 
in the mortar, then cook it in pots, and make | 
cakes of it; and its flavor was like the taste of 
a pastry prepared with oil and honey. And 





when the dew descended on the camp in the 


night, the manna descended upon it. 


on. Seventy Elders 7> 


10Then Moses heard the people weeping 
throughout their tribes, everyone at his 
door: and the anger of the Lord was greatly 
aroused: Moses also was displeased. !!So 
Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You 
maltreated Your servant? Why have I not 
found grace in Your sight, that You lay the | 
wrath of this people on me? !2Did I con- 
ceive all these people? Did I beget them, — 
that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in | 
your bosom, as a guardian carries a nurs- — 
ing child,’ to the land You swore to their fa- 
thers? !3Where am I to get meat to give to | 
all these people? For they weep all over me, 
saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may.eat. "I | 
am not able to bear this people alone, be- 
cause the burden is too heavy for me. If 
You treat me like this, kill me here and | 
now—if I find mercy in Your sight—and do — 
not let me see my maltreatment.” | 

16S9 the Lord said to Moses, “Gather to — 
Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, 
whom you yourself know to be the elders of 
the people and officers over them; bring 
them to the tabernacle of testimony, so they 


10:29 Moses informed his brother-in-law of the purpose for breaking camp. It was to head for the 
place the Lord spoke of. This place was Canaan, the land of promise. For the Church, the land of prom- 
ise is the kingdom of God, the fullness of which will be realized in the world to come. As the Church 
passes through this present world, she partakes of the kingdom to the extent of the grace she experi- 
ences and expresses. In this sense, the Church is God's kingdom in this world, and she will be His king- 


dom in the fullest sense in the new world. 


10:33-36 Rise up, O Lord was a foreshadowing of Christ's Resurrection, and return, O Lord, of His sec- 


ond coming. 


11:1-3 This place was called Burning (v. 3) because the Lord hates i ich i i 
11:1-3 l ates grumbling, which is a ion of 
ingratitude. This was written to admonish us not to grumble, complain, and mniifmavebout hinge’ 
may not like ( 1Co 10:10, 11). Grumbling is one of the sins that undermines spiritual stability: "Therefore 
let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1Co 10:12). We are to do all things without grum; 
bling; otherwise, our lights will not shine in the midst of the fallen world (Php 2:14, 15) 
11:4-34 This place was called Graves of Lust (v. 34) because the desire sonia 
i S res of th were out ¢ ; 

trol (hungered exceedingly, v. 4). Thus, many of them died. S pela eap es oh a 

In itself, desire is a blameless passion. But if it is not controlled. it ca i 

n | BUT i n go astray and b full 
passion—for example, gluttony, Now the children of Israel and the Gentiles ANo anA VaN An 0 
Egypt were grumbling about food, which, in turn, caused them to lose control of their desires. This re- 
sulted in gluttony (v, 32). Their belly became their god (Php 3:19). Grumbling and gluttony are an evil 


combination, 


| 
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may stand there with you.“ !7Then I will de- 
scend and talk with you there. I will take of 
the Spirit upon you and put Him upon them: 
and they shall help you bear the wrath of the 
people, that you yourself may not bear them 
alone.t '8Then you shall say to the people, 
‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, and you 
shall eat meat; for you have wept before the 
Lord, saying, “Who will give us meat to eat? 
For it was well with us in Egypt.” Therefore 
the Lord will give you meat to eat, and you 
shall eat. 'YYou shall eat, not one day, nor 


two days, nor five days, nor ten days. nor | Hee 
| La - camp, about a day’s journey on this side and 


about. a day’s journey on the other side, all 


twenty days, 2°but for a whole month you 
shall eat, until it comes out of your nostrils 
and becomes loathsome to you, because you 
disobeyed the Lord, who is among you, and 
have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we 
ever come up out of Egypt?” ’ ” 

2Then Moses said, “The people I am 
among are six hundred thousand men on 
foot; yet You are saying, ‘I will give them 
meat, so they may eat for a whole month,’ 
22Shall sheep and oxen be slaughtered for 
them, to provide enough for them? Or shall 
all the fish of the sea be gathered together 
for them, to provide enough for them?” 


23Then the Lord said to Moses, “Is the | 


Lord’s hand unable to provide for them? 


word will overtake you.” 24So Moses went 
out and told the people the words of the 


the elders of the people and placed them 
around the tabernacle. 25Then the Lord de- 
scended in the cloud and spoke to him, and 
took of the Spirit upon him, and put Him 
upon the seventy men of the elders; and 
when the Spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied, although they never did so 
again. 22But two men remained in the 
camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the 
name of the other, Medad, and the Spirit 
rested upon them. Now they were among 
those registered, but had not come to the 
tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the 
camp. 27S$0 a young man ran and told 
Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.” Then Joshua 








11:17, 25, 26, 29 The Spirit is the Holy Spirit, one of the three Persons in the Holy Trinity. Therefore, 








of his choice men, answered and said, 
“Lord Moses, forbid them.” 2%Then Moses 
said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? 
Would that all the Lord’s people might be 
prophets, when the Lord would put His 
Spirit upon them.” 2°So Moses returned to 
the camp, both he and the elders of Israel. 


~ The Quail = 


3INow a wind went out from the Lord and 
brought birds from the sea that migrate to- 
gether with quail, and cast them upon the 


around the camp, and about two cubits 
above the surface of the ground. **Then the 
people stayed up all that day, all night, and 
all the next day, and gathered the birds (he 
who gathered least gathered ten cors); and 
they spread the meat out to dry for them- 


| selves all around the camp. “But while the 


meat was still between their teeth, before it 
was chewed, the Lord’s anger was aroused 
against the people, and the Lord struck the 
people with a very great plague. *4So he 
called the name of that place Graves of Lust, 
because there they buried the people who 
lusted. **Then the people broke camp to go 


Now you shall’ know whether or not My | to Hazeroth, and they camped at Hazeroth. 


l 


Lord; and he gathered the seventy men of | 


s. Miriam Is Disciplined = 

Now Miriam and Aaron. spoke 
against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he married; for he 
married an Ethiopian woman. ?So they said, 
“Has the Lord indeed spoken only through 
Moses? Has He not spoken through us 
also?” But the Lord heard it. “(Now the man 
Moses was very meek, more than all men 
on the face of the earth.) *Suddenly the 
Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, 
“Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of 
testimony.” So the three came out to the tab- 
ernacle of testimony. °Then the Lord 


descended in the pillar of cloud, and stood 


upon the door of the tabernacle of testi- 
mony; and He called Aaron and Miriam, and 
both went forward.t “Then He said, “Hear 
now My words: Should a prophet of yours 


Moses believed in the Trinity, and those who claim him as a forefather should also embrace his faith. 
12:5-7 The Lord who descended is the Son of God, He is over the house, whereas Moses was a faithful 


servant within His house (v, 7; Heb 3:1-6). 








~{l)~ — 


11:16, 17, 24-29 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of Pentecost. 
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belong to the Lord, I would make Myself 
known to him in a vision; I would speak to 
him in a dream. 7Not so with My servant 
Moses; He is faithful in all My house. 8l 
speak with him face to face, even in visible 
form, and not in obscure sayings; and he 
Saw the Lord’s glory. Why then were you 
not afraid to speak against My servant 
Moses?” 9So the Lord’s anger was aroused 
against them, and He departed. 
l0But when the cloud departed from the 
tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became lep- 
rous, aS white as snow. Then Aaron turned 
toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper.t 
l11Sọ Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, I 
beg you, do not lay an extra charge of sin 
on us, because we were ignorant, and did 
not know we sinned. '*Do not let her be as 
one dead, like a miscarriage with its flesh 
half consumed.” !°So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, saying, “Heal her, | beg you, O God.” 
l4Then the Lord said to Moses, “If her fa- 
ther had but spit in her face, would she not 
be shamed seven days? Let her be shut out 
of the camp seven days, and afterward let 
her enter.” !°So Miriam was shut out of the 
camp seven days, and the people cid not 
break camp fill Miriam was cleansed. 
l6éAfter this, the people broke camp. at 
Hazeroth, and camped in the Desert of Paran. 
] Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
ing,t 2“Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am giving to the chil- 
dren of Israel; from, each tribe of. their 
fathers you shall send a man, every one a 
ruler among them.” *So Moses sent them 
from the Desert of Paran at the Lord’s 





<. The Spies = 
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- | | 
voice, and all the men were rulers of the | 
children of Israel. Now these were their 
names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammy, 
the son of Zaccur;t *from the tribe og , 
Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; “from the - 
tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 
7from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of | 
Joseph; *from the tribe of Ephraim, Hosheg 
the son of Nun; from the: tribe of | 
Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; from 
the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of 
Sodi; from the tribe of Joseph, that js 
from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son 
of Susi; !2from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the 
son of Gemalli; !3from the tribe of Asher, 
Sethur the son of Michael; ‘from the tribe 
of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; from 
the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 
l6These are the names of the men Moses | 
sent to spy out the land. Now Moses called 
Hoshea, the son of Nun, Joshua. 

'7Then Moses sent them to spy out the 
land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up to | 
this desert, and go up to the mountain; 
Band you will see the land, and the people 
who dwell upon it. What are they? Are they 
strong or weak, few or many? !%AIso, what is 
the land they dwell in? Is it good or bad? 
Then too, what about the cities they inhabit? 
Are they walled or unwalled? 2°Then again, 
what about the ground? Is it fertile or neg- | 
lected? Are there trees on it? Persevere, and 
you shall receive some of the fruits of the 
land.” Now the days were the days of spring, — 

the forerunner of the grapes. 2!So they weni 
up and spied out the land from the Desert of 

| Zin as far as Rehob, near the entrance of | 
Hamath. 2Then they went up through thè 

desert and came to Hebron; Ahiman, Sh | 


12:10 Miriam’s contentious and bitter spirit caused her to become leprous. Leprosy was a type Of sin, 
and sins, such as a contentious spirit, eat away at the soul. 

13:1-3 The pre-incarnate Lord spoke to Moses and commanded that twelve spies, one leader from co 
tribe, be sent to spy out the land of Canaan, for the Word was the Commander and Moses the obedien: 
servant. The Lord promised to give them this land, for the world belongs to Him and He gives it to 
whom He wills, when He wills, for as long as He wills. He is the sovereign Lord of all. 

13:4-16 The names of twelve men are given, two of whom were Caleb (v. 6) and Hoshea (v. 8), whose 


name Moses changed to Joshua (v. 


16). Caleb's name means “bold,” or “confident,” and Joshua's, 


“savior,” Both names together signify two aspects of faith—confident faith and saving faith. Both men 
knew the Lord, and their faith in Him was of both aspects. 

13:17-25 The twelve men spied out the land for forty days (v. 25), all the way up to Rehob, near the 
Valley of Hamath (v. 21). In their journey, Hebron (v. 22) is singled out for notice. Here, in the Valley ° 


Eshcol, the spies cut a cluster of grapes and named the place Valley of Eshcol—or “Cluster.” 


This cluste! 


confirmed the Lord’s word that the promised land was one of milk and honey. 


This cluster of grapes was a type of the Mother of God, for God the Word derived His body and 
blood from her. Moreover, in the Eucharist, the wine of the grapes becomes, in a mystery, His body 
blood. The Church’s participation in this mystery is a foretaste of the 


come, the eternal kingdom of God, 


dy and 
land of promise—the world to 


| 


i 
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shai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, | ing up, for we are unable to go up against 
were there. (Now Hebron was built seven | them, because they are stronger than we.” 
years before Zoan in Egypt.) Then they | 32S0 they instilled a terror for the land 
came to the Valley of Eshcol and surveyed it, | which they spied out among the children of 
and cut down a branch there with one clus- | Israel, saying, “The land through which we 
ter of grapes; they carried it between two of | went as spies is a land that devours its in- 
them on a pole. They also brought some of | habitants, and all the people we saw in it 
the pomegranates and figs. 24The place was | are men of great stature. There we saw 
called the Valley of Eshcol because of the | the giants; and we seemed like grasshop- 
cluster the sons of Israel cut down there. pers to them, but so we actually were.” 
"Then they returned from spying out the a The Peonle Mu | 
land after forty days. 2“Now they departed Now, i Dodie PRR y lifted u 
and came back to Moses and Aaron and to i eee ee a sat phe ze F n 
all the congregation of the children of Is- | = Le CAEU eee 
| ple wept that night.t 2All the children of 
rael in the Desert of Paran, at Kadesh; they SE ; 7 
9 : Israel were murmuring against Moses and 
brought back word to them and to all the ery. | spatter i í 
7 ae tated n, and the whole congregation said to 
congregation, and showed them the fruit of | 4. i aoe ea 
the land.t 2’Then they told hi a said them, “Would we had died in the land of 
iWe went to the land where/tod cent ccc, | EgYDtzominithis deserti “Why-did the)Lord 
PEN Oar p S where you sent us. It | bring us to this land to fall in war? Our 
a Pe eae e r eae | wives and children shall be plundered. It is 
it. ~ INGVCL| i š | f et , PAS er 
dwell in the land are strong; the cities are pier pe nae semen Sie pert se 
fortified and very large; moreover we Saw | and return to Egypt | 
the descendants of.Anak. there. **The 5Then: Moses and Aaron fell on their 
Amalekites dwell in the land toward the | faces- before all the congregation of the 
Be diag anal me WES hs Jebusites, | children>of Israel. ‘But Joshua’ the son of 
and tne orites dwell in the mountains; | Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and | were among those who spied out the land, 
along the banks of the Jordan.” °*’Then | tore their clothes;t Tand they spoke to all 
Caleb quieted the people towards Moses, | the congregation of the children of Israel, 
and said to him, “No, but let us go up at | saying, “The land we passed through to spy 
once and take possession of it, for we are | out is an extremely good land. 8Since the 
well able to overcome them.” 3#!But the men | Lord chooses us, He will bring us into this 
who went up with him said, “We are not gò- | land and give it to us, ‘a land that flows 








a 


m es 


13:26-33 The spies returned to Israel and showed them the fruit of a land flowing with milk and honey 
(vv. 26, 27). But there was a, barrier—there were well-armed and strategically prepared people in the 
land: the Amalekites, the Hittites, the Jebusites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, along with the de- 
scendants of Anak, who were giants (vv. 28, 29, 33). This problem overcame the seeing-is-believing kind 
of faith, as ten out of the twelve spies gave a bad-news report (vv, 30, 31). Yes, the land flowed with 
milk and honey, but using only human reason, they concluded that victory against such obstacles was 
impossible. Thus, their faulty reasoning and unnatural fear destroyed what little faith they possessed. 
But Joshua and Caleb possessed a bold and saving faith in the Lord, for their faith was beyond the 
seeing-is-believing kind. They saw Him who Is invisible. v3 

The various tribes of Gentiles listed here are types of the sinful passions, which at times seem impossi- 
ble to overcome. But those possessing a boldly confident and saving faith will be zealous like Joshua 
and Caleb, knowing the Lord Jesus Christ is able to help them overcome their temptations and sins. 
Such faith propels them toward the land of promise—the world to come. | 
14:1-4 Unbelief produced vices in the congregation. They were depressed and melancholy (cried and 
wept that night, v. 1), They rebelled against their godly leadership (against Moses and Aaron, v. 2). 
They were cowards (fall in war, v. 3). Their thinking was irrational (wives and children shall be plun- 
dered; return to Egypt, v. 3). They made an irrational choice (select a ruler and return to Egypt, v. 4). 
Unbelief toward the Lord produces many vices—especially irrational choices, for unbelief is contrary to 
a rational mind, 
14:6-9 But Joshua and Caleb were strong in faith, which produced virtues in them. They desired the 
land of promise (extremely good land, v. 7). They believed the Lord was with them in the fight (bring 
us into this land, v. 8). They stood against unbelief (do not apostatize, v. 9). They were willing to be 
martyrs (stone them with stones, v, 10), The Son of God stood with them (appeared in the cloud, v. 10). 
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with milk and honey.’ But do not aposta- 
tize from the Lord, nor fear the people of 
the land, for they are our food; their time 
has come and gone, but the Lord is with us. 
Do not fear them.” !°Then all the congrega- 
tion said to stone them with stones. Now 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud 
upon the tabernacle of testimony before all 
the children of Israel. 


æ Moses Intercedes > 


UThen the Lord said to Moses, “How 
long will these people provoke Me? How 


long will they not believe Me, with all the 


signs I performed among: them?t 2I will 
Strike them with death and destroy them, 
and I will make you and your father’s 
house into a great and more numerous na- 
tion than this one.”t 13Then Moses said to 
the Lord, “But the Egyptians will hear it for 
by Your might You brought these people up 
from among them,' !4and all the inhabi- 
tants of this land heard that You are the 
Lord among these people, who is seen 
plainly with the eyes, O Lord; and Your 
cloud stands upon them, and You go before 
them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pil- 
lar of fire by night. “Now You would wipe 
out this people as one man, and the nations 
that heard Your name will speak, saying, 
16*;Because the Lord was not able to bring 
this people into the land which He swore to 


give them, therefore He spread them out in | 
the desert.’ !7Now then, let Your strength, O- 


Lord, be exalted in the manner You spoke, 
saying, '8The Lord is longsuffering and 
abundant in mercy and truth, taking away 
lawlessness, wrongdoings, and sins; but He 
would not cleanse the guilty by repaying 
the sins of the fathers on the children to the 
third and fourth generation.” Remit the 
sin of this people according to Your great 
mercy, as You were merciful to them from 
Egypt even until now.” 

20Again the Lord said to Moses, “I am 
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merciful to them according to your woi 
but truly, as I live, and My name lives, and 


| all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 


the Lord;t 22assuredly, all the men who arẹ 
seeing My glory and signs, which | did jp 
Egypt and in this desert, and put Me to the 


test now these ten times, and did not heeg 


My voice,t 2*they certainly shall not see the 
land I swore to their fathers; but their chil- 
dren who are here with Me and do not 
know good nor evil, every inexperienced 
youngster, to these I shall give the land: 
however, all those who provoked Me shall 
not see it. 24Now My servant Caleb, because 
he has a different spirit in him and fol. 
lowed Me fully, I will bring him into the 





land where he went, and his seed shall in- © 


herit it. 2°Now the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites dwell in the valley; tomorrow, 


turn and depart for the desert by the way of 


the Red Sea.” 


~ The Murmurers Are Punished + 

26\Vioreover the Lord spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, “How long shall I bear 
with this evil congregation who murmur 
against Me? I heard the murmuring the 


children of Israel make against Me. Say to 
| them, ‘As I live, says the Lord, surely in the 
“manner you spoke in My hearing, so I will 


do to you: 2%your bodies shall fall in this 
desert, and all your census, who were num- 


—_______ 
— = = = 


bered from twenty years old and above, as — 


many as murmured against Me; %8and you 
shall not enter the land upon which ! 
stretched out My hand that you might set- 
tle upon it, except for Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh and Joshua the son of Nun; but 
your children, whom you said would be 
plunder, I will bring them into the land, an¢ 
they shall inherit the land from which you 
apostatized. 32But your bodies shall fall n 
this desert; however, your sons shall bè 
shepherds in the desert forty years, an 
shall bear your fornication until your bot 


14:11 The Lord asked two questions to show us His opposition to unbelief. Even the miracles He per 
formed could not bring the people to faith. Neither did the miracles He performed after His Incarnation 
win them over (Jn-10:38). Nevertheless, out of His love for them, He gave them every opportunity to 


believe. Unbelief is a deep-seated evil. 


14:12 Unbelief leads to death and self-destruction, For there 
them to the loss of God’s kingdom (Mt 21:43), as it does for all (Rom 11:22). 

14:13-20 Moses’ major concern was the Lord's name, for he loved Him with all his heart. He also 
his neighbor as himself, for he was also concerned for the people. The Lord revealed Moses’ virtu 


an example of true faith for all to see. 


14:21 The earth will be part of the world to come, for it shall 


is no remedy for unbelief. It ultimately led 


loved 
es a5 


be filled with the glory of the Lord. 


14:22-38 Just as unbelief kept the children of Israel from the land of promise, so it will keep us from 


the promise of the world to come if we fail to live by faith (Heb 3; 4). 
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ies are consumed in the desert. “According 
to the number of the days you spied out the 
land, forty days, for each day you shall bear 
your guilt one year, namely forty years, and 
you shall know My fierce anger, 351 the 





Lord have spoken; surely I will do so to all. 


this evil congregation gathered together 
against Me. In this desert they shall be ut- 
terly destroyed, and there they shall die.” 
3% Now the men Moses sent to spy out the 


land, and who when they returned mur- 


mured against him to the congregation by 
bringing an evil report of the land, those 
very men who spoke evil words against the 
land died by the plague before the Lord. 
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh remained alive, of the 
men who went to spy out the land. 


<=. The First Invasion Fails = 
32Then Moses told these words to all the 






Hormah. Then they returned to the camp. 


=. Laws Surrounding Grain 
and Drink Offerings =~ 

| Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 

ing,t 2“Speak to the children of 
Israel and say to them, ‘When you come 
into the land you are to inhabit, which I am 
giving to you, sand you make a whole burnt 
offering to the Lord, a whole burnt offering 
or a Sacrifice, to make a great vow or a 
freewill offering, or in your feasts, to make 
a sweet aroma to the Lord, from the oxen 
or the sheep,t ‘then he who brings his gifts 
to the Lord shall bring a grain offering of 
one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour pre- 
pared with one-fourth of a hin of oil; °and 


one-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offer- 


ing you shall offer with the whole burnt 


offering or the sacrifice, and for each male 


children of Israel, and the people mourned | lamb you shall offer the same amounts, a 
exceedingly.t “But they rose early in the | burnt. offering as a sweet aroma to the 
morning and went up to the top’ of the | Lord. Or for a ram, when you offer it either 


mountain, saying, “Here we are, and we | as.a whole burnt offering ora sacrifice, you 


will go up to the place the Lord spoke 
about, for we sinned.” #!So Moses said. 
“Now why do you transgress the word of 
the Lord? For this will not be easy for you. 
2Do not go up, for the Lord is not with you, 
and you shall fall before the face of your 
enemies. For the Amalekites' and the 
Canaanites are there before you, and you 
shall fall by the sword; because you have 
turned away from and disobeyed the Lord, 
the Lord will not be among you.” *#4But they 


rebelled and went up to the mountaintop; | 


nevertheless, neither the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord nor Moses moved 
from the camp. *®Then the Amalekites and 
the Canaanites who dwelt in that mountain 
came down and attacked them, and turned 


14:39-45 Their confession of sin was empty, for they did not amend their ways. Their confession did 





shall offer with ita grain offering of two- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour prepared 
with one-third of a hin of oil; ‘and as a 
drink offering you shall offer one-third of a 
hin of wine as:a Sweet aroma to the Lord. 
83Now if from the oxen you offer a whole 
burnt offering or a sacrifice, to make a 
great vow or a peace offering to the Lord, 
*then one shall offer with the young bull a 
grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour, prepared with half a hin of oil; 
land you shall bring as the drink offering 
half a hin of wine as a burnt offering, a 
sweet aroma to the Lord. 

\l*Thus you shall do for each young bull, 
for each ram, or for each male lamb from 
the sheep or the goats. '*According to the 





not lead to obedience, for unbelief ruled them (you transgress the word of the Lord, v. 41). | 

15:1, 2 The Lord’s word would not fail, for Israel would inherit the land of promise, but without the 
unbelievers. Even their unbelief could not nullify the promises of God (Rom 3:3, 4). i 
15:3-16 Once in the land of promise, Israel was to offer two additional sacrifices together with their 
whole burnt offerings (vv. 3-12). One was to consist of fine flour mixed with oil, and the other of wine 


as a drink offering. 


The fine flour was a type of the bread in the Eucharist. And fine speaks of Christ's body as being 
pure. The fine flour, when mingled with oil, was a type of the Holy Spirit, who is called down at the 
epiclesis in the Divine Liturgy, The wine of the drink offering was a type of the blood of Christ in the 
Eucharist. These types were fulfilled by the Lord on Great and Holy Thursday when He established | 


the Eucharist with His disciples. 


In Israel, the same sacrificial laws governing the native-born Jews also applied to the resident aliens, 
who were Gentiles (vv. 13-16). This reveals the Eucharist in the new covenant would be both for Jews _ 


and Gentiles. 
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number you offer, so you shall do with each 
one according to their number. All native- 
born shall do these things in this manner in 
presenting a burnt offering for a sweet 
aroma to the Lord. '4Now if a resident alien 
should come in among you in your land, or 
whoever may be among you in your gener- 
ations, and he would offer a burnt offering 











as a sweet aroma to the Lord, thus in the | 


manner you offer, so shall the congregation 
offer to the Lord. There shall be one law 
for you and for the resident alien who 
dwells among you, a perpetual law 
throughout your generations; as you are, SO 
shall the resident alien be before the Lord. 
l6There shall be one law and one ordinance 
for you and for the resident alien who 
dwells among you. ” 

17Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
18“Sneak to the children of Israel, and say 


to them. ‘When you come into the land into | 


which T bring you, then it wil! be; when 
you eat from the bread of the land, that you 
shall take away the choice portion for the 
Lord. 2°You shall separate the choice por- 
tion of your bread as the firstiruits of the 
dough, as a choice portion from the thresh- 
ing floor; thus you shall separate ii “as the 
firstfruits of your dough, and you shall give 
to the Lord the choice portion throughout 
your generations. 


«= Laws for Unintentional Sin -7> 

22'Now when you utterly fail, and do not 
do all these commandments the Lord spoke 
to Moses— 22as the Lord ordered you by the 
hand of Moses, from the day the Lord or- 
dered you and onward throughout your 
generations— 24then it will be, if it hap- 
pened involuntarily out of sight of the con- 
gregation, the whole congregation shall of- 
fer one young bull without blemish from 
the oxen for a whole burnt offering, for a 
sweet aroma to the Lord, with its grain of- 
fering and its drink offering, according to 
the ordinance, and one male kid from the 
goats for a sin offering. So the priest shall 
make atonement for the whole congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel, and it shall be 
remitted them, for it was involuntary; they 
shall bring their gift, a burnt offering to the 
Lord, as their sin offering before the Lord 
concerning their involuntary sin. 2°So it 


shall be remitted for the whole congrega- | 


tion of the children of Israel and the resi- 
dent alien who dwells among them, be- 
cause all the people did it involuntarily. 


MAG. 









27Now if a soul should sin involuntarily, he 
shall bring a female goat in its first year for 
a sin offering. 2850 the priest shall make 
atonement for the soul who acts involun. 
tarily and sins involuntarily before the | 
Lord, to make atonement for him. “As for 
anyone who may have acted involuntarily 
there shall be one law both for the native. | 
born among the children of Israel and for 
the resident alien who dwells among them, 
30% But the soul who may do something © 
with a hand of arrogance, whether he is — 
native-born or a resident alien, that one is | 
provoking God; and he shall be utterly de- 
stroyed from among His people. *'Because 
he despised the word of the Lord and broke 
His commandments, that soul shall be de- 
stroyed; his guilt shall be upon him. ” 


= Penalty for Sabbath-breaking 7- 


32Now while the children of Israel were 
in the desert, they found a man gathering 
wood on the Sabbath day. *3So those who 
| found him: gathering wood on the Sabbath 
| day brought him to Moses and Aaron, and 
to all the congregation of the children of Is- 

| rael. 34They put him under guard because 
| they had not decided what to do with him. 
35Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Let the man be surely put to death; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones.’ 
36$0, as the Lord ordered Moses, all the 
congregation brought him outside the 
camp and stoned him with stones. 


SS 








~ Tassels on Vestments = 
37A gain the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
38“Speak to the children of Israel, and tell 
them to make tassels for themselves on the 
corners of their garments throughout thelr 
generations, and to put a blue thread in the 
tassels of the corners. 39Then it shall bê, 
you shall have the tassels; and you shall 
look upon these, and remember all the 
commandments of the Lord and do them: 
and you shall not turn aside after you! 
minds and your eyes by which you prost: 
tute yourselves, Vand may remember an 
do all My commandments, and be holy for 
your God. t] am the Lord your God, wh? | 
brings you out of the land of Egypt, tO be 
-your God: I am the Lord your God.” 


~n Rebellion against Moses and Aaron “> 
] Now Korah the son of Izhar, the so! 


of Kohath, the son of Levi, 4 
Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, 
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and 
On the son of Peleth, sons of Reube™ 
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spoke;t “and they rose up before Moses | will not come up. !4Is this a small thing, that 
with some of the children of Israel, two | you brought us up out of a land flowing 
hundred fifty men of the children of Israel, | with milk and honey to kill us in the desert, 
rulers of the congregation, chosen mem- | and set yourself over us as a ruler? '4Even 
pers of the council and men of note. 3They | if you should bring us into a land flowing 
gathered together against Moses and | with milk and honey, and give us an inher- 
Aaron and said to them, “Let it be under- | itance of field and vineyards, you would put 
stood by you that all the congregation are | out the eyes of these men. We will not come 
holy ones, and the Lord is in them. Why | up.” 
then do you exalt yourselves above the con- l5Then Moses was very heavy of spirit 
gregation of the Lord?”t and said to the Lord, “May You pay no at- 
4So when Moses heard this, he fell on his | tention to their sacrifice. I have not taken a 
face; °and he spoke to Korah and all his | desirable object from any of them, nor have 
company, Saying, “God. examines and | I harmed any of them.” !6Then Moses said 
knows those who are His and who are His | to. Korah, “Sanctify your company and be 
holy ones, and He brings them to Himself; | ready tomorrow before the Lord, you and 
and those He chooses for Himself. He | they, as well as Aaron. Let each take his 
brings to Himself. *Do this: Take censers, | censer, put incense in it, and bring his 
Korah and all his company; “put fire andin- | censer before the Lord, two hundred fifty 
cense in them before the Lord tomorrow, | censers; both you and Aaron, each with his 
and it shall be that the man the Lord | censer.” '8So every man took his censer, put 
chooses, this is the holy one; and let this be | fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the 
sufficient for you, O sons of Levi.” doors of the tabernacle of testimony with 
‘Then Moses said to Korah. “Hear me; | Moses and Aaron. Thus Korah gathered 
you sons of Levi: *Is this a smali-thing to | all his company against them at the door of 
you, that the God of israel separated you | the tabernacle of testimony: Then the glory 
from the congregation of Israel to bring | of the Lord appeared to all the congrega- 
you near to Himself, to serve the liturgies of | tion. | 7 | 
the Lord’s tabernacle and to stand before | 2°The Lord then spoke to Moses and 
the congregation to serve thera; and that | Aaron, saying, 2!“Separate yourselves from 
He brought you near, you and all your | among this congregation, and I will utterly 
brethren, the sons of Levi with you? Are | destroy them at once” 22Then they fell on 
you seeking the priesthood also? !!Thus | their faces, and said, “O God, the God of the 
you and all your company brought together | spirits of all flesh, if one man sinned, will 
are against God. Furthermore, who is | the Lord’s anger be on all the congrega- 
Aaron, that you murmur against him?” | tion?”t 233Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
Then Moses sent to call Dathan and Abi- | saying, 24“Speak to the congregation. say- 
ram the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We | ing, ‘Withdraw from around Korah’s 
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16:1, 2 Korah rose up before Moses. Scripture calls this “the rebellion of Korah” (Jude 11). He was a 
Levite, and therefore a member of the “clergy.” He also influenced two hundred fifty “laity,” who were 
Lich of the congregation, chosen members of the council and men of note. This was no small-time © 
rebellion. 
16:3, 4 The rebels accused Moses and Aaron of self-exaltation, the very sin of which they themselves 
were guilty. Self-exaltation is vainglory, the root of all sins. Moses, on the other hand, fell on his face, 
for he was the most humble man in all the earth. OS 

It is fine to be praised by another, but not by oneself: "Let your neighbor praise you, and not your 
awn mouth, / A stranger, and not your own lips” (Pr 27:2). However, one is tested when praised by oth- 
ers: “But a man is tested by the mouth of those who praise him" (Pr 27:22). Korah, however, failed this 
test, for he “loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (Jn 12:43). | 
16:22-24 Moses raised a crucial question before the Lord: “If one man sinned, will the Lord's anger be 
on all the congregation?” The Lord's answer was clear: “Withdraw from around Korah's company.” In 
Other words, the Lord's answer was, “No.” Furthermore, Korah’s sons were not guilty because of their 
ather's sin, for they did not perish with him (26:11). 
Moses’ question, the Lord’s answer, and the longevity of Korah’s sons refute the false doctrine of 
iginal sin, This evil doctrine teaches that Adam's offspring (all mankind) are guilty before God because 
9 their father's transgression, This teaching is false, because each man is guilty before God for his own 
‘tansgressions | 
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company.’ ” 25Moses then rose and went to sm, The Copper Censers 7 | 
Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Is- ] Now the Lord spoke to Moses Zang _| 
rael went together with him. 2°Then he | 4 to Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

spoke to the congregation, saying, “Get | priest, “Take up the copper censers out of | 
away from the tents of these callous men. | the midst of those burned up, and scatter 
Touch nothing of theirs, lest you perish to- | the strange fire there, so as to sanctifyt the 
gether with them in all their sin.” 27So they | censers of those sinners—even the censerg 
got away from around Korah’s tent; and | of the men who sinned at the cost of their 
Dathan and Abiram went and stood at the | lives—and make them into beaten plates, 
doors of their tents, with their wives, their | as a covering for the altar; so they might be 
children, and their little ones. Then Moses | brought before the Lord and sanctified, to 
said, “By this you shall know the Lord sent | become a sign to the children of Israel.” 
me to do all these works, and they are not | ‘And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest 


from myself. 2f these men should die nat- | took the copper censers which those 
urally like all men, or if they are visited by | burned up had brought, a a added 
the common visitation of all men, then the | these as a covering for the altar, *as a 
Lord has not sent me. But the Lord will | Memorial to the children of Israel, that no 
show by a sign from heaven that opening | UlSider who is not of Aaron's seed should 
its mouth the earth shall swallow them | Put incense before the Lord and De like 
down with their houses, their tents, and | Kora and his insurrection, as the Lord 


| | 4... | said by the hand of Moses. 
everything belonging to them; and they |> emra, | SS Toe -. 
shall go down alive into Hades. Then you | ‘The next day the children of Israel mur 


=> | mured against Moses and Aaron, Saying, 
secret gi nee Hate PONDERA eee a, | “You killed the people of the Lord.”t 7Now 
ais a € Nae z! TREN ane pate iit happened, when the congregation re- 
words, the ground spit apart under them. | srouped itself against Moses: and Aaron, 
32and the earth opened and swallowed | 


res | | they hastened to the tabernacle of testi- 
them down with their houses, and all the | mony; and the cloud covered it, and the | 
men with Korah, and all their tents. *°So | | ord’s glory was seen. 8Then Moses and 
they and all with them went down alive | Aaron entered the front of the tabernacle 




















into Hades, and the earth covered them; | of testimony, 9and the Lord spoke to Moses 
and they perished from the midst of the and Aaron, saying, “Get away from the 
congregation. “*Then all Israel around | midst of this congregation, and I will ut- 
them fled at their cry, for they were saying, | terly destroy them at once.” So they fell on — 
“Lest the earth also swallow us down.” | their faces. !!Then Moses said to Aaron | 
Fire also came out from the Lord and con- | “Take the censer, put fire in it from the al- 

sumed the two hundred fifty men offering | tar, throw incense on it, and carry it quickly 

incense. to the camp, and make atonement for them; 





17:2 Strange fire was unauthorized worship. Korah was a Levite but not a priest, and only priests of the 
Aaronic priesthood were authorized to offer worship on behalf of Israel. Nor were the two hundred 
fifty “laity” so authorized. | 

The priests and bishops of the Melchizedek priesthood in the Church are the only ones authorized to 
offer up the holy gifts in the Divine Liturgy on behalf of the Church. These holy gifts become the body 
and blood of Christ in a mystery. | 
17:3-5 The two hundred fifty copper censers were beaten into plates and sanctified by the altar of 
whole burnt offering to which they were attached. They were fastened there as a sign and a memorial 
for the children of Israel. A sign is a visible seal of some truth revealed in a memorial. In this case, the 
copper plates fastened to the altar were the sign, and the memorial was the truth revealed in the sig”: 
Thus, the memorial in this sign was that no outsider who is not of Aaron's seed should put incense be 
fore the Lord and be like Korah and his insurrection. | 

israel had a short memory, for the next day after the copper plates were fastened to the altar, they 
rebelled again (v. 6), 
17:6-15 The high priest Aaron took his censer, put hot coals in it, threw incense on the coals, then 
censed the people. This action made atonement for them, and the plague ceased. Christ our Great High 
Priest offered His life-giving body on the cross (the hot coals from the altar). The smoke of incense a$- 
cends, and Christ the Great High Priest ascended into the heavenly holy of holies, and sprinkled the life 
giving blood of His cross on the heavenly altar. E | 
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for wrath has gone out from the Lord’s | Moses: saying, “Behold, we are utterly dé- 
face, and is beginning to strike the people.” | stroyed, we are ruined, we are consumed. 
'2So Aaron took it as Moses told him, and | 28Whoever touches the tabernacle of the 
ran into the assembly; and already the | Lord dies. Shall we utterly die?” 

plague had begun among the people. So he | 
threw in the incense, and made atonement œ Duties of Priests and Levites 7- 

for the people; Band he stood between the | Now the Lord spoke to Aaron, say- 
dead and the living; so the plague ceased. ing, “You and your sons and your 
\4Now those who died in the plague were | father’s house with you shall bear the sins 
fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides | Of the holy things, and you and your sons 
those who died because of Korah. i5Then | with you Shall bear the sins of your priest- 
Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the | hood. *You shall also bring your brethren, 
tabernacle of testimony, and the plague the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, to 








ceased. yourself, and they shall be joined and 
| of added to you, and minister liturgically with 
=œ Aaron’s Rod That Budded ~ you and your sons with you before the tab- 


leAfter this, the Lord spoke to Moses, | ernacle of testimony. They shall perform 
Saying," “Speak to the children of Israel | your guard duties and the duties of the tab- 
and get a rod from them, a rod from each of | ernacle, but they shall not come near the 
their fathers’ houses, from all their rulers | holy vessels and the altar, lest they die— 
according to their fathers’ houses—twelve | they and you also. 4They shall be joined to 
rods. Write each man’s name on his rod: | you and perform the guard duties of the 
'8'You shall also write Aaron’s name on the | tabernacle of testimony, and all.the liturgi- 
rod of Levi, for there is one rod that shall be cal services of the tabernacle; but an out- 
given according to the tribe of their fathers’ | sider shall not come near you. ‘Thus you 
houses. "Then you shall put them in the | shall perform the guard duties of the holy 
tabernacle of testimony before the ark of things and the altar, so there may be no 
the testimony, where I will be known to | more wrath on, the children of Israel. 
you. So it shall be, the man J choose, his | ‘Behold, I took your brethren the-Levites 
rod will blossom; thus I will remove the | from the midst of the children of Israel, as 
murmurings of the children of Israel which | a gift given to the Lord, to minister liturgi- 
they murmur against you.” cally in the tabernacle of testimony. 

“Then Moses spoke to the children of Is- | 7Therefore you and your sons with you 
rael, and each of their rulers gave him a rod | shall take care of your priesthood accord- 
apiece, for each ruler according to their fa- | ing. to all the manner of the altar and 
thers’ houses, twelve rods; and Aaron’s rod | within the veil; and you shall minister 
was in the midst of their rods. ? Moses then | liturgically as the gift of your priesthood: 
put the rods before the Lord in the taberna- | put the outsider who comes near shall be 
cle of testimony. *# Now it came to pass on | put to death.” 
the next day, Moses entered the tabernacle 
of testimony, and behold, Aaron’s rod for 
the house of Levi had sprouted and put 
forth buds, and had produced blossoms 
and yielded ripe almonds. #*Then Moses 
brought out all the rods from before the 
Lord to all the children of Israel; and they 
looked, and each man took his rod. The 
Lord then said to Moses, “Bring Aaron’s 
rod back before the testimonies, as a sign 
to the sons of the disobedient, and let their 
murmurings cease from before Me, lest 
they die.” 2°Thus did Moses; as the Lord or- 
dered him, so he did. 

47$0. the children of Israel spoke to 
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=. Offerings to Support the Priests s 


Again the Lord spoke to Aaron, “I give 
you charge over the firstfruits from all the 
things sanctified to Me by the children of 
Israel; and I give these things to you and 
your sons with you as your share. This 
Shall be an eternal ordinance. 9So let this 
be yours from the sanctified holy things of 


the offerings: from all their gifts, from all 
their sacrifices, from all their trespass of- 
ferings, and from all their sin offerings, and 
from whatever they return to Me—let all 
these holy things belong to you and your 
sons. In a most holy place you shall eat 





17:16-26 The Lord gave TAAI another sign (v. 25) to cure their rebellion. Aaron’s rod sprouted and put 
forth buds, and had produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds (v. 23). These buds, blossoms, and 
almonds speak of life and fruits. The life-giving rod was a type of the life-giving cross. 
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they bear guilt and die. *’But the Levite 
himself shall minister liturgically in the 
‘tabernacle of testimony, and they shali 
bear their sins; it shall be an eternal ordi. 
nance throughout your generations, that jp _ 
the midst of the children of Israel they shaj 
have no inheritance. “For the tithes of the | 
children of Israel, whatever they may offer 
as a choice portion to the Lord, I give to the 
_Levites as an inheritance; therefore I say tg 
them, ‘In the midst of the children of Israel 
they shall have no inheritance,’ ” 


<. The Levites’ Tithe .-= 








these things; every male shall eat these 
things. It shall be holy to you. 

“This also shall be a firstfruit for you 
from their gifts—from all the deposit offer- 
ings of the children of Israel—I give these 
things to you, and to your sons and daugh- 
ters with you. This shall be an eternal ordi- 
nance. Everyone who is clean in your 
house shall eat these things. The first- 
fruits of oil, wine, and grain, all their first- 
fruits, whatever they may offer to the Lord, | 
I give these things to you. !?Whatever first 
ripe fruit is in their land which they bring 
to the Lord shall be yours. Everyone who is ; 
clean in your house shall eat these things. | _7Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
\4Every devoted thing in Israel shall be | “Speak thus to the Levites and say to 
yours. | them, ‘If you receive from the children of 

i“Everything that first opens the womb | Israel the tithe which I give you from them 
of all flesh which they bring to the Lord, | as your inheritance, then you shall remove 
from man to cattle, shall be yours; never- | from it the Lord’s choice portion, a tenth of | 
theless, the firstborn of men you shall re- | the tithe. 27Now your choice portions shall 
deem, and the firstborn of unclean cattie | be reckoned to you as the grain from the 
you shall redeem. !6Now as for its redemp- | threshing floor and as the choice portion of 
tion at the age of one month, the rate is five | the winepress. 28Thus~you shall then re- 
shekels according to the holy shekel (that | move the Lord’s choice portions from all 
is, twenty obols). '7But the firstborn’ of | your tithes, whatever you might receive 
young bulls, the firstborn of sheep, or the | from the children of Israel, and you shall | 
firstborn of goats you shall not redeem; | give from them the Lord’s choice portion to — 
they are holy. You shall pour out their blood | Aaron the priest. 28From all your gifts you 
towards the altar, and offer their fat as a | shall remove the choice portion for the 
burnt offering for a sweet aroma to the | Lord; or from all the firstfruits that whichis 
Lord. '*Their meat shall also be yours, just | sanctified from it’ 3°Therefore you shall 
as the breast of the deposit offering and the | say to them, ‘When you remove the first: 
right shoulder are yours. Every choice | fruit from it, then all the rest shall be ac 
ie OAE Noly things which the children | counted to the Levites as the produce of the 
>” Srae! otter to the Lord, I give to you and | threshing floor and as the produce of the 
your sons and daughters with you as an | winepress. *!You may eat it in any place 
of salt before the Lord with ren sone | You and Your households, for its youre 
Sete ita th you and your | ward for your liturgical service in the tab- 

you, ernacle of testimony. 32Now you shall bea! 
= Tithes to Support the Levites «= MEI Aa. ey it, for you remo fe | 

0Moreover the Lord said “You | wo cit trom it. But you shall not defile 0 
shall have no inheritance aAa a holy things of the children of Israel, lest 
shall you have any portion among them: you die, 
am your portion and your inherit A PAIA y 
the midst of the children of Israel. “Behold “aws Concerning Purification, #” 
| give the children of Levi all the tithes in 19 


Israel as an inheritance in return for t 3 | 
liturgical service, whatever they ees tion of the law, whatever the Lord ordereé 


liturgically in the tabernacle of testir saying, ‘Speak to the children of Israel, a 
Hereafter the children of PAE N let them bring you a red heifer withoul 
come near the tabernacle of testi 
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mony, lest | upon which a yoke has never been placet 





19:1, 2 The Son of God, the Lord 
law, whatever the Lord orde 


tween the law and the Lawgiver, vis legalism, the disconnection be 
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t to Eleazar the priest, and 
he shall take it outside the camp to a clean 
place, and they shall slaughter it before him; 
tand Eleazar the priest shall take some of its 
blood and sprinkle it seven times directly in 
front of the tabernacle of testimony. 5Then it 
shall be burned in his sight: its. hide, its 
flesh, and its blood with its dung shall.be 
burned. °The priest shall. then take cedar 
wood and hyssop and scarlet, and cast them 
into the midst of the fire burning the red 
heifer. ‘After this, the priest shall wash his 
clothes, bathe his body in water, and come 
into the camp; the priest shall be unclean 
until evening. 8Also the one who burns. it 
shall wash his clothes in water, bathe his 
body in water, and be unclean until evening. 
‘Then a man who is clean shall gather up 
the ashes of the red heifer and put them 
away outside the camp in a clean place: and Feats 
they shall be kept in reserve for the congre- | Unclean., *!'This shall be, an eternal ordi- 
gation of the children of Israel for a water of | "ance for you: He who sprinkles the water 
sprinkling; it is for purification.t Then the | 9! Purification shall wash his clothes; and 
one who gathers the ashes of the red heifer | ¢-who itouches.the water of purification 
shall wash his clothes and be unclean until | SMall be unclean until evening; and what- 
evening. It shall be an eternal ordinance to | EVET the unclean one touches shall be un- 
the children of Israel and. to the resident clean; and the soul who touches it shall be 
alien who dwells among them. unclean: unt evening. 

“He who touches the dead body of any . æ Contention at Kadesh 7- 
person shall be unclean seven days. He Now the children of Israel, the 
shall cleanse himself.on the third day and 9; whole congregation, came into the 
on the seventh day; then he will be clean. | Desert of Sin in the first month, and the 
But if he does not purify himself on the | people stayed in Kadesh; and Miriam died 
third day and on the seventh day, he will and was buried there.t 2But there was no 
not be clean. l3Whoever touches the dead water. for the congregation; SO they gath- 
body of any person who has died and does | ered together against Moses and Aaron. 
not purify himself defiles the tabernacle of | 350 the people scoffed at Moses and spoke, 
the Lord. That soul shall be destroyed from | saying, “Would we had died in the destruc- 
Israel. He shall be unclean, because the wa- | tion of our brethren before the Lord. *Why 
ter of sprinkling was not sprinkled on him; | have you brought up the Lord’s congrega- 
his uncleanness is still on him. tion into this desert to kill us and our cat- 

'4‘Now this is the law if a man dies in a | tle? 5Why did you also bring us up out of 
house: Everyone who comes into the house | Egypt, to bring us to this evil place?—a 
and whoever is in the house shall be un- | place where nothing is sown, neither figs 
clean seven days; !5and every open vessel | nor vines nor pomegranates; nor is there 
which has no cover fastened on it is un- | any water to drink.” “So. Moses and Aaron 
clean. |6Whoever in the open field touches | went from the presence of the congregation 
one who is slain by a sword or who has | to the door of the tabernacle of testimony 
died a natural death, or a bone of a man, or | and fell on their faces. Then the glory of the 
a grave, shall be unclean seven days. So | Lord appeared to them. 


and the souls who were there, and upon the 
one who touched the human bone, or the 
one slain by the sword, or the one who died 
a natural death, or the grave. !8The clean 
Shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day 
and on the seventh day; and on the seventh 
day he shall purify himself, wash his 
clothes, and bathe in water: and he shall be 
- unclean until evening. 2°But the man who is 
unclean and does not purify himself, that 
soul shall be utterly destroyed from among 
the congregation, because he defiled the 
holy. things of the Lord, and the water. of 
purification was not sprinkled on him; he is 
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: ificati e placed in a vessel, and running water was 
19:9, 17 The ashes of the burnt offering of purification were p | ; 
poured over them. Thus, the ashes and the water were mixed together, and this became water of pu- -~ 
rification, a type of the Sacrament of Baptism, ; À 
20:1-5 The R of Sin was characterized as a place where nothing is sown, neither figs nor vios nor 
pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink (v. 5). The people had the opportunity to respond in ane 
of two ways; be thankful or be frustrated. They chose frustration. | Pi 





NUMBERS 20:7 





‘The Lord then spoke to Moses, saying, 
‘“Take the rod; and you and your brother 
Aaron gather the congregation together. 
Speak to the rock before them, and it will 
give its waters; thus you shall bring them 
water out of the rock, and give drink to the 
congregation and their cattle.’ 9So Moses 
took the rod from before the Lord as the 
Lord ordered him. !°Then Moses and Aaron 
gathered the congregation together before 
the rock; and he said to them, “Hear me, 
you disobedient ones. Must we bring water 
for you out of this rock?” !!'Moses then 
lifted his hand and struck the rock twice 
with his rod; and water came out abun- 
dantly, and the congregation and their cat- 
tle drank.t !2But the Lord spoke to Moses 
and Aaron, “Because you did not believe 
Me, to sanctify Me before the children of Is- 
rael, therefore you shall not bring this con- 
gregation into the land ! am giving them.” 
This was the Water cf Contention. be- 
cause the children of Israe! scoffed before 
the Lord, and He was sanctified among 
them.t 


æ. Rejection at Edom 7- 
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to the right hand or 
through your borders.: ” '*Then Edom said 





to him, “You shall not pass through me, lest 


'4Now Moses senti messengers- from | 


Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying, “Thus 
Says your brother Israel, ‘You know all the 
hardship that befell us, ‘Show our fathers 
went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt 
a long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us 
and our fathers. '*But we cried out to the 
Lord; and the Lord heard our voice, and 
sent His Angel and brought us up out of 
Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a city 
just outside your borders.t Let us pass 
through your country, We will not pass 
through fields or vineyards, nor will we 
drink water from wells; we will go along 
the King’s Highway; we will not turn aside 


20:11, 12 Moses struck the rock in unbelief, and this action would keep him from leading Israel into 
the land of promise. It is unbelief to disobey the Lord's direction, 


I come out against you in war.” !9So the 
children of Israel said to him, “We would go 
along the mountainous area, but if I or my 
cattle should drink any of your water, | 
would pay you. But the matter is nothing: 
let us pass along the mountainous area” 
4°But he replied, “You shall not pass 
through me.” So Edom came out against 
him with a heavily armed multitude and 
with a strong hand. 2!Thus Edom refused to 
give Israel passage through his borders: 
and Israel turned away from him. 


æ The Death of Aaron -= 

22So the children of Israel, the whole con- 
gregation, journeyed from Kadesh and 
came to Mount Hor. 2°Then the Lord spoke 
to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor by the 
borders of the land of Edom, saying, 24“Let 
Aaron be added to his people, for he shall 
not enter the land I am giving to the chil- 
dren of Israel, because you provoked Meat 
the Water of Controversy. 25Take Aaron and 


o the left until we page — 


Eleazar his son, and bring them up to 
Mount Hor before all the congregation; — 
Sand strip Aaron of his robe, and put it on ` 


Eleazar his son; and let Aaron die there 


and be added to his people.” 27So Moses did | 
as the Lord ordered, and took him up to 


Mount Hor before all the congregation. 
“Then Moses stripped Aaron of his gar- 


ments, and put them on Eleazar his son; | 


and Aaron died there on the top of the 


mountain, and afterward Moses and — 


Eleazar came down from the mountain 
“Now all the congregation saw Aaron was 
dead, and all the house of Israel mourned 
for Aaron thirty days. 


for He told Moses to take the rod and 


speak to the rock (v. 8). However, he struck the rock twice. So he violated the type. 


This rock represented the spiritual Rock, Christ Himself, for 


the rock (1Co 10:4). After His Incarnation, 


it was He who ordered Moses to speak to 


He would be smitten once, not twice, for the sins of the 


world (Rom 6:10). From His life-giving cross would come the waters of life, “springing up into everlast- 


ing life” (Jn 4:14), 


20:13 This event in vv. 1-12 was called the Water of Contention for two reasons; first, because of 
Israel's scoffing, and second, because the Lord was sanctified among them. In spite of Israel's scoffing, 


Christ in His power gave them water to drink. 


20:16 His Angel is the Word and Son of God, for it was He who 


almighty power, 


20:28 Aaron's death revealed the weakness and tem 


brought Israel up out of Egypt with His 


porary nature of the Aaronic priesthood, for it — 


could not overcome death, But Christ destroyed death by His death; therefore, His priesthood continues 


unto ages of ages (Heb 7:23-25), 


ee  h— 








œ~ Defeating the Canaanites rr 


Now the Canaanite king of Arad, 
who was dwelling in the desert, 


2 


heard the news—for Israel came by way of | 


Atharim—therefore, he made war against 
Israel; and they carried off captives from 
them as booty. Then Israel made a vow to 
the Lord, and said, “If You will indeed de- 
liver this people into my hand, I will anath- 
ematize him and his cities.” 3So the Lord 
listened to the voice of Israel and delivered 
up the Canaanites; and they anathematized 
him and his cities. Therefore, they called 
the name of that place Anathema. 


= The Copper Serpent > 


*Then they departed from Mount Hor by 
the Way of the Red Sea; and they went 
around the land of Edom, and the people be- 
came discouraged on the way. °So the peo- 
ple spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to kill 
us in the desert? For there is no bread nor 
water, and our soul is weary of itis worth- 
less bread.” So the Lord sent venon:cus ser- 
pents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and many of the children of Israel 
died. “Then the people came to Moses. and 
were saying, “We sinned, for we spoke 
against the Lord and against you; therefore, 
pray to the Lord, and let Him take away the 
serpent from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. *Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make 
a serpent for yourself and put it on a signal 
pole; and it shall be, if a serpent should bite 
someone, when the one bitten looks at it, he 
Shall live.” 9So Moses made a copper serpent 
and put it on a signal pole; and it happened, 
when a serpent bit anyone, and he looked at 
the copper serpent, he lived.t 


= From Mount Hor to Moab ~- 
lSAfter this the children of Israel broke 
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they broke camp and camped on the other 
side of the Ar Oboth, !!Then they broke 
camp at Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, 
which is on the other side in the desert, that 
is, over against Moab, toward the sunrise. 
“From there they broke camp and camped 
in the Valley of Zered. From there they 
broke camp and camped on the other side 
of the Arnon, in the desert which runs 
along the border of the Amorites: for the 
Arnon is the border of Moab, between 
Moab and the Amorites. \4Therefore it is 
said in the book: 






-n 





“The War of the Lord: 
He set on fire Zoob and the brooks of 
the Arnon, 
And He established the brooks 
For Er to inhabit near the borders of 
Moab.” 


15 


_. 16Then from there they went to the Well, 
_ which is the well where the Lord said to 
Moses, “Gather the people together, and I 

will give them water to drink.” "Then Israel 
„Sang this song about the well: 


“Begin the song— | 
18 As for the well, rulers dug it: 
Kings of nations hewed it in stone, 
In their kingly rule, when they were 
the lords.” 


Then from the Well they went to Mattanah. 
Vand from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Na- 
haliel to Bamoth, and from Bamoth to the 
valley, that is, the plain of Moab, which, 


| from the top of the quarried rock, looks out 
over against the desert. 


œ. Defeat of King Sihon and King Og mm 


Then Moses sent ambassadors to Sihon 
king of the Amorites with peaceful words, 


camp and camped in Oboth. From there | saying, “Let us pass through your land. 





21:9 The people who looked on the copper serpent on the signal pole lived. They lived because the 
motionless copper serpent signaled that the power of the venom in them was now dead. 

The serpent bit Adam in the Garden of Eden, and his venom eventually caused him to die physically 
and decay in the grave; “So all the days Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died” 
(Gn 5:5). Death also came into the world through him (Rom 5:12). 

When Christ hung motionless on the cross (Jn 3:14), His dead body signaled the end of death's reign 
over man’s body, for “He trampled down death by His death, upon those in the tombs bestowing life” 
(sung by the Church at Easter). The copper serpent “saved those who looked upon it, not because it 
lived, but because it was killed, and killed with it the powers that were subject to it, being destroyed as 
it deserved. And what is the fitting epitaph for it from us? ʻO death, where is your sting? O grave, 
where is your victory’ (1Co 15:55), You are overthrown by the cross; you are slain by Him who is the 
Giver of life; you are without breath, dead, without motion, even though you keep the form of a ser- 


pent lifted up on high on a pole” (GrgTheo). 











pe TYPOLOGYeaca 


Typology is the interpretation of certain historical events occurring in the Old Testament 
» as “types” that prefigure events to be fulfilled through the Incarnation of the Son of 
{6 God, and in His life and ministry as confirmed in the New Testament. In each case, the 
A type—the first event—is linked to its corresponding future event, called the “antitype.” 
“It is a relationship that begins with a promise and ends with a fulfillment in Christ. 

St. John Chrysostom explains, “The types, like patterns, anticipated and sketched out be- 
forehand the dispensations [the order of things] which would be accomplished under the new 
covenant.” Types are in action what prophecy is in words: through them both, truths about — 
Christ, His Mother, the Church, the Sacraments, and the Kingdom of Heaven are revealed. 






2 THE OLD TESTAMENT, LOOKING FORWARD “Y 

Typology was the primary lens‘used by the Church through which the Old Testament was 
read and interpreted. St. Irenaeus writes concerning the Old Testament, “If anyone, therefore, 
reads the Scriptures with attention, he will find in them an account of Christ, and a foreshad- 
owing of the new calling.. -. The treasure hidden in the Scriptures is Christ, since He was 
pointed out by means of types and prophecies.” Christ indeed came to fulfill in reality what 
had been in the Old Testament but “a shadow of the good things to come” (Heb 10:1). Jesus 
told His apostles, “All things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me” (Lk 24:44, 45; see also 24:27; Jn 5:38, 46). 

Sometimes Old Testament prophecies refer to past events as types—for example, the refer- 
ence in Psalm 109:4 to Melchizedek, and in Jeremiah 38:31-34 to the Old Covenant. Yet it is 
the New Testament which coniirms typology as the key to understanding the Old Testament. 
This is evident in the famous exclamation by St John the Baptist when Jesus approached him 
at the Jordan: “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29). 
Here John not only is asserting that Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecy (Is 53:7), but he is 
also making the first recorded public declaration linking the Person of Jesus with an Old Testa- 
ment event—the sacrifice of the lamb at Passover (Ex 12:1-11; see also 1Co 5:7; 1Pt 1:18, 
19). The ultimate sacrifice of the Only Begotten Son of God was also foreshadowed in type by 
Abraham’s offering of his son, Isaac (Gn 22:1-14). 


——"—_-—_ 


* THE NEW TESTAMENT, LOOKING BACK ¥ 


In the Gospels, Christ sometimes refers to Old Testament events that typologically - 
pointed forward to Himself, such as the serpent in the wilderness, (Nm 21:4-9; Jn 3:14, 15), 
the manna in the wilderness (Ex 16:11-36; Jn 6:30-35, 47-51), and Jonah’s three days and. 
nights in the belly of the great fish (Jon 2:1-11; Mt 12:39, 40). Saints Paul and Peter, writing 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, also reveal truths found in Old Testament types, such 
as Adam /Christ (Gn 2:7-9, 15-17; 1Co 15:20-22), Melchizedek/Chnrist (Gn 14:18-20; 
Heb 6:19, 20) and Noah and the Flood/Baptism (Gn 7;1—8:19; 1Pt 3:20, 21). 

Typological revelation further plays an important role in the hymns of the Church, For 
example: | à — 

The bush on the mountain that was not consumed by fire (Ex 3:1-6), and the Chaldean 

furnace that brought refreshment as the dew (Dan 3:19-50), plainly prefigured thee, 

O Bride of God. For in a material womb, unconsumed thou hast received the divine ant 

immaterial Fire (Matins, Nativity of the Theotokos). 

With the Old Testament looking forward to the New through types, theophanies, 
and prophecies, and the New, in antitypes and fulfillment, pointing back to the Old, 
the essential unity of the two Testaments within one comprehensive ‘Testament is) 
revealed, As St. Maximus observes, “The Old and New Testaments together form a 
single mystery.” NN A a cae , | 
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aside either into a field or a vineyard; we 
will not drink water from your well. We will 
journey on the King’s Highway until we 
pass beyond your borders.” But Sihon 
would not allow Israel to pass through his 
borders. So Sihon gathered all his people 
together and went out to engage Israel in 
battle in the desert; so he came to Jahaz 
and engaged Israel in battle. 24Then Israel 
struck him with slaughter by the sword and 
gained dominion over his land, from the 
Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the sons of 
Ammon; for Jazer is the border of the sons 
of Ammon. 25So Israel took all these cities, 
and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon and in all its villages. 
26For Heshbon was the city of Sihon King of 
the Amorites, who fought against the-for- 
mer king of Moab and took ail:his land 


from Aroer to the Arnon. 2/iheretore those 


who speak in riddles say: 


“Come to Heshbon, 
So the city of Sihon may be built and 
made ready. 
For fire went out from Heshbon, 
A flame from the city of Sihon; 
It consumed as far as Moab, 
And swallowed up the pillars of the 
Arnon. 
Woe to you, Moab! You were 
destroyed, 
O people of Chemosh! 
Their sons were sold to be Kept alive, 
And their daughters are captives to 
Sihon king of the Amorites. 
Their seed shall perish from Heshbon 
to Dibon, 
And their women again stirred up fire 
over Moab.” 


29 


30 


Now Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites. 32Then Moses sent to spy out 
Jazer; and they took it and its villages, and 
Cast out the Amorites dwelling there. ’’Af- 


ter this, they turned and went up the road 
| your lord, for God is not allowing me to go 


lo Bashan, So Og king of Bashan and all 
his people came to meet them in battle at 
Edrei, Then the Lord said to Moses, “Do 
not fear him, for I have delivered him into 
your hand, with all his people and his land; 
and you shall do to him as you did to Sihon 


king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Hesh- 


bon.” Sọ they struck him, his sons, and all 
his people until there was no survivor left 
him; and they inherited their land. 
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We will journey on the road, and not turn | 





NUMBERS 22:17 
e Balak Seeks Out Balaam 7- 
Z Now the children of Israel broke 
| camp and camped west of Moab, by 
the Jordan across from Jericho. 2S0 when 
Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel 
did to the Amorites, “and Moab was 
exceedingly afraid of the people, because 


they were many, and Moab was irritated 


| 
i 
| 


because of the children of Israel, *then 
Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now 
this congregation will lick up everything 
around us, as a young bull licks up the 
grass of the field.” Now Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of the Moabites at that 
time. "Then he sent ambassadors to 
Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is 
near the river in the land of the sons of his 
people, to call him, saying, “Look, a people 
came from Egypt. See, they cover the face 
of the earth and are settling next to me. 
6Therefore, come at once, and curse this 
people for me, for they are stronger than 
we. If we would be able to strike some of 


| them, then I could drive them out of the 


land, for I know he whom you bless is 
blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” 

7So the elders of Moab and the elders of 
Midian departed with their divinations in 


| their hand; and they came to Balaam and 


spoke to him the words of Balak. *Then he 


said to them, “Lodge here tonight, and | will 


bring back to you whatever words the Lord 
may speak to me.” So the princes of Moab 
stayed with Balaam. °God then came to Ba- 
laam and said to him, “Who are these men 
with you?” !°So Balaam said to God, “Balak 
the son of Zippor, king of Moab, sent to me, 
saying, ''‘Look, a people came out of Egypt, 
and they cover the face of the earth and are 
settling next to me. Therefore, come at 
once, and curse them for me; perhaps | 
shall be able to strike them and drive them 
from the land.” '*Then God said to Ba- 
laam, “You shall not go with them; neither 


shall you curse the people, for they are 


blessed.” '$So Balaam rose in the morning 
and said to the rulers of Balak, “Return to 


with you,” Therefore, the rulers of Moab 
rose and went to Balak and said, “Balaam is 
unwilling to come with us.” . 

l5Balak yet again sent rulers, more nu- 
merous and more honorable than these. 
\6\When they came to Balaam, they said to 
him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, ‘I 
beg of you not to hesitate in coming to me; 


\ '7for I will certainly honor you greatly, and 


NUMBERS 22:18 





I will do whatever you say. Therefore come | 
| your youth to this very day? Did I eye, 
| show such utter disregard for you?” He | 


and curse this people for me.’ ” /8Then Ba- 
laam answered and said to the rulers of 
Balak, “Though Balak were to give me his 


house full of silver and gold, I could not go — 


beyond the word of the Lord God, to make 
it little or great in my mind. Now there- 
fore, stay here tonight, so I may know what 
more the Lord will say to me.” 


= Balaam and His Donkey 7 

20Thus God came to Balaam at night and 
said to him, “If these men are present to 
Summon you, rise and follow them; but the 
word I speak to you—that you shall do.” 
21So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and went with the rulers of 
Moab. 22Then God was very angry because 
he went, and the Angel of God stationed 
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I not your donkey, on which you rode from 


replied, “No.” 


31Then God opened Balaam’s eyes, and 
he saw the Angel of the Lord standing jp | 


the way with His drawn sword in His hand; 
and he bowed and worshiped. **The Angel 
of God then said to him, “Why did yoy 
strike your donkey a third time? Behold, | 
came out as your adversary, because your 
way was not acceptable before Me. 33S 
when the donkey saw Me, she turned aside 
from Me this third time. If she had not 
turned aside from Me, surely I would have 
killed you by now, and let her live.” 34Then 
Balaam said to the Angel of the Lord; “I 
sinned, for I did not know You met me as an 
adversary on the road. Now therefore, if my 


Himself to divert him from his purpose. | yay jis not acceptable to You, I will turn 
Now he was riding on his donkey, and his | pack” 35The Angel of God then said to Ba- 
two servants were with him.* “When the | laam. “Go with the men, but only the word 
donkey saw the Angel of God standing in I an speak to you this you must be care- 
the way with His drawn sword in His hand, | fu] to speak.” So Balaam went with the 


the donkey turned aside out of the way, and 
went into the field. So Balaam struck the 


donkey with his staff to turn her back onto | 
the road. 24Then the Angel of God stood in | 


a narrow path between the vineyards, with 
a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 
25Now when the donkey saw the Angel. of 
God, she pushed herself against the wall, 


and crushed Balaam’s foot; so he struck | 


her again. 2°Then the Angel of God went 
and stood in a narrow place, where there 


was no way to turn either to the right hand | 


or to the left. 2?So when the donkey saw the 
Angel of God, she lay down under Balaam; 
and Balaam became angry, and struck the 
donkey with his staff. 28Then God opened 
the mouth of the donkey, and she said to 
Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you 
struck me this third time?” 

29Ralaam then said to the donkey, “Be- 
cause you abused me. | wish there were a 
sword in my hand, for now I would kill 
you!” 39So the donkey said to Balaam, “Am 








22:22-38 The Angel is the Word and Son of God. He warned Balaam to speak only what He told him t0 


| rulers of Balak. 


-= Balak Receives Balaam 7> 

36Now when Balak heard Balaam was 
coming, he went out to meet him at the city 
of Moab, which is on the borders of the 
Arnon, the boundaries of his territory. 
37Then Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not 
earnestly send to summon you? Why did 
you not come to me? Am I not actually able 
to honor you?” %8Balaam then said t0 
Balak, “Look, I did come to you. Shall I now 
be able to say anything? Whatever word 
God may put in my mouth, this I must 
speak.” 39So Balaam went with Balak, and 
they came to unwalled encampments. 
40Then Balak sacrificed sheep and young 
bulls, and he sent some to Balaam and t0 
the rulers with him. 


æ% Balaam’s First Prophecy 7> 


41When morning came, Balak took Ba- 
laam and brought him up to the pillar ° 


speak: “Only the word | may speak to you, this you must be careful to speak” (v. 35). Later, Balaam tol 
Balak he could only speak whatever word God may put in my mouth, this | must speak (v. 38). Thus, 


Balaam called the Angel “God.” 


22:22-27 The donkey knew his Master and Creator, for she saw Him. However, Balaam could not see ; 
Him because of his darkened heart. Likewise, when this Angel, who is the Word, became flesh, neither 


israel nor the world at large knew Him (Jn 1:10, 11), but the donkey and the ox knew Him at 


in the cave. | 


His birth 


in the Christmas icon, the donkey stands nearest Christ in the cave, and next to it the ox, for they 


knew their Master and Creator, but Israel did not know Him, as Isaiah prophesied (Is 1:3, 4). 
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Baal: and he showed him part of the people 


from there. 

2 “> Now Balaam said to Balak, “Build 
seven altars for me here, and pre- 

pare for me here seven young bulls and 

seven rams.” 2So Balak did just as Balaam 


had spoken, and he offered a young bull | 


and a ram on each altar. ?Then Balaam said 
to Balak, “Stand alongside your sacrifice, 
and I will go; perhaps God will reveal 
Himself to me in a meeting, and I will tell 
you whatever word He shows me.” So Balak 


stood alongside his sacrifice, and Balaam 


went on a direct road to inquire of God. 
4Thus God revealed Himself to Balaam, and 
Balaam said to Him, “I prepared seven 
altars, and offered on each altar a young 
bull and a ram.” "Then God put a word in 
Balaam’s mouth, and said, “Return to 


Balak. and thus you shall speak.’t §So he 


returned to him, and there he was, standing 
alongside his burnt offerings, he and all the 
rulers of Moab with him. 7Then the Spirit of 
God came upon him, and he took up his 
parable and Said: 


“Balak the king of Moab summoned me | 


from Mesopotamia, 
From the mountains of the east, 
saying, 
Come, curse Jacob for me, and come, 
Call down a curse upon Israel.t 
8 How shall I curse whom the Lord did 
not curse? 
Or how shall I call down a curse upon 
whom God did not curse? 
9 For from the top of the mountains | 
see him, 
And from the hills I envision him. 
Behold, the people shall dwell alone, 
And they shall not be reckoned among 
the nations. 
10 Who can examine accurately the seed 
of Jacob, 
And number the tribes of Israel? 
May my soul die with the souls of the 
righteous, 
And may my seed be as their seed.”t 





23:5 God the Word put a word in Balaam’s mouth, just as He said He would in 22:35. 
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NUMBERS 23:24 


But Balak said to Balaam, “What have 
you done to me? I summoned you to curse 
my enemies, and look, you have blessed 
them bountifully.” '2Then Balaam said to 
Balak, “Should I not be careful to speak 
whatever God may put into my mouth?” 








~. Balaam’s Second Prophecy => 


13So9 Balak said to him, “Yet come with 
me to another place, from which vantage 
points you may not see him. You will see 
only a part, but not all, of him; then curse 
him for me from there.” !4Then he took him 
along to a lookout point over the land, upon 
the summit of a hewn rock, and built seven 
altars there; and he offered a young bull 
and a ram on each altar. '"Balaam then said 
to Balak, “Stand alongside your sacrifice, 
while I go and enquire of God.” !*Then God 
met Balaam and put.a word in his mouth, 
and said, “Return to Balak, and thus you 
shall speak.” !17So he returned to him, and 
there he was, standing alongside his whole 
burnt offering, and all the rulers of Moab 


were with him. Balak then said to him, 


“What did the Lord say?” '8Then he took up 
his parable and said: 


“Rise up, Balak, and hear. 

Give ear as a witness, son of Zippor. 

God is not like a man, to be deceived, 

Nor like a son of man, to be 
threatened. 

Would He, having spoken, not act? 

Or shall He speak, and not stand by it? 

Behold, I receive to bless, 

And I shall bless; and not reverse it. 

There shall be no trouble in Jacob, 

Nor shall distress be seen in Israel, 

For the Lord his God is with him, 

And the glorious acts of rulers are in 
him. 

God brings them out of Egypt, 

Like the glory of the unicorn for him. 

For there is no portent in Jacob, 

Nor any divination in Israel. 

In due time it will be told to Jacob 

And Israel what God will accomplish. 

Behold, a people like a lion’s cub will 
rise up 


23:7 The Spirit is the Holy Spirit, and God is God the Father. The Holy Spirit spoke by the prophet 
Balaam (“the Holy Spirit... who spoke by the prophets”—Creed). Therefore, the Holy Trinity is 
revealed in w. 5 and 7, for where One of the Persons is present, present also are the other Two. 

23:10 Speaking by the Spirit of God, Balaam could wish the greatest possible good for himself, namely, 
for his soul to die with the souls of the righteous, for in this wish there is no fear of death. For he who 
dies in Christ is made a partaker of His righteousness in baptism. (AmbM) 
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And will exult like a lion. And He shall rule many nations; 
It shall not lie down until it eats the And His kingdom shall be more 
prey | exalted than Gog, 
And drinks the blood of the slain.” _ And His kingdom shall increase.t 
8 God led Him out of Egypt, 
Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither And He has the glorious appearance 


of a unicorn. 


curse him with curses for me, nor actually ge 
He shall consume the nations of his 


bless him.” 26So Balaam answered and said 


to Balak, “Did I not tell you, saying, ‘The enemies 
word God may speak, that I shall do’?” And deprive them of their strength. 
He shall shoot the enemy with His 
i Balaam’s Third Prophecy => | missiles. 

27Then Balak said to Balaam, “Come, I|2% He lies down and rests like a lion, 
will take you along to another place, if it And like a lion’s cub, who shall rouse 
will please God to curse him for me from Him? 
there.” 28So Balak took Balaam along to the | Those who bless You are blessed, 
top of Peor, which extends into the desert. And those who curse You are cursed.”t 
29Then Balaam said to’ Balak, “Build seven | 
altars for me here, and prepare forme here | ‘Then Balak was angry with Balaam, 


seven young bulls and seven rams.” 3°So 'and he struck his hands together; and 
Balak did as Balaam toid him, and he of- | Balak said to Balaam, “I summoned you to 
fered a bull and a ram on each altar. | curse my enemy, and look, you actually 
blessed him for a third time. ''Now there- 
Now when Balaam saw it was good | fore, flee to your place. I said I would honor 

2 before the Lord to bless Israel, he | YOu, but in fact, the Lord deprived you of 
did not go as he was accustomed to do, to | glory.” "So Balaam said to Balak, Did] 
seek and find omens; but he turned and set | 0t also tell your messengers whom you 
his face toward the desert. ?Then Balaam | sent to me, saying, '* If Balak were to ei 
raised his eyes and saw Israel encamped | ™® his house full of silver and gold, I coul 
Pipa ai ER not go beyond the Lord’s word, to do good 
according to their tribes; and the Spirit of ASA y x ‘ Ford 
God came upon him. 2Then he took up his | 0" €Vil of my own will. Whatever the Lor 
| : may say, this I shall speak’? So now, i 





parable and said: deed, I am going to my place. Colle u 
“Balaam the son of Beor declares: counsel you as to what this people do 
The man who truly sees declares; to'your people in the latter days. 
4 The one who hears the sayings of God s~ Balaam’s Fourth Prophecy -> 
declares; , = 15§o he took up his parable and said: 
The one who saw the vision of God in Ti sth 
a dream, “Balaam the son of Beor declares; 
A revelation seen by him: The man who truly sees declares; 
l6 ~The one who hears the sayings of God 
5 How beautiful are your dwellings, declares; Bits 
O Jacob, : | And the one who knows the 
Your tents, O Israel. knowledge of the Most High, 

6 Like wooded valleys offering shade, And who saw the vision of God in a 
And like gardens by the rivers, dream, a revelation seen by him: 
Like tents the Lord pitched, 17 | will show Him, but not now; 

Like cedars beside the waters, I bless Him, but He is not near. 


7 A Man shall come forth from his seed, A Star shall rise out of Jacob; 





24:7 The Man is the Word become flesh (Jn 1:14), He is true Man and true God. He became Man to 
bring man into His kingdom, if they willingly follow Him there. | 

24:9 In His burial, this Man was like a lion resting in.a cave, Those who bless this Man are blessed, bu 
those who curse Him bring a curse on themselves, A : = 


ae i yg aa 


t 


i 





| 


24:2, 3, 5-9, 17, 18 This passage |s read at Vespers of the Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 
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| m Israel’s Sin at Moab v= 
ys Now Israel remained in Sattin, and 
: the people were defiled by commit- 
ting fornication with the daughters of 
Moab. 2They invited them to the sacrifices 
of their idols; and the people ate their sac- 
rifices and worshiped their idols. 2S0 Israel 
consecrated themselves to Baal of Peor; 
and the Lord was very angry with Israel. 
#Then the Lord said to Moses, “Take all the 
rulers of the people and make a public 
example’ of them for the Lord, that the 
anger of the Lord’s wrath may be turned 
away from Israel.” 5So Moses said to the 
tribes of Israel, “Each one of you kill any 
member of his household who was conse- 
crated to Baal of Peor.” 
6Now behold,.a man of the children of Is- 
rael came.and brought his brother to a Mid- 
lanite woman in the sight of Moses and all 
the congregation of the children of Israel: 


And a Man shall rise out of Israel. 
He shall break in pieces the rulers of 
Moab | 
And plunder all the sons of Seth.t 
t8 Edom shall'be His inheritance, 
And also His enemy shall be His 
inheritance; 
But Israel acts with strength. 
t9 He shall rise up out of Jacob. 
And destroy the survivors of the city.” 


“Then seeing Amalek, he took up his para- 
ble and said: | 


“Amalek was first of the nations, 
But their: seed shall perish.” 


“Then seeing the Kenites, he took up his 
parable and said: 


“Your dwelling is strong: 
And if you should put your nest in a 





rock, and they were weeping at the door of the 

2 And become dwellings of craftiness | tabernacle of testimony. 7Now when Phine- 

for Beor. _ has the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 

Nevertheless the Assyrians shall take | Prest, saw this, he rose from among oe 
you captive.” Reece and taking a spear in 


hand,* §he went after the man of Israel into 
23Then seeing Og, he took up his parable | the chambers ‘and thrust both of them 
Waste i through, the man of Israel, and the woman 

and said: rate : 
through her womb. So the plague was 
“Oh! Oh! Who shall live whenever God | stopped among the children of Israel: 9But 
may bring these things to pass? those who died in the plague were twenty- 

“4 Now these things shall come to pass = | four thousand. 


from the hand of the Kittians, “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
And they shall also maltreat Asshur “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of 
and the Hebrews, iT Aaron the priest, stopped My wrath from 
But they themselves with one accord’ | among the children of Israel when he was 
shall perish.” zealous with My zeal among them. So I did 


| not utterly destroy the children of Israel in 
“So Balaam rose and departed and re- | My zeal. Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to 
turned to his place; Balak also went to his | him My covenant of peace; and there 
own place.t | Shall be to him and his seed after him a 






24:17 Christ is the Star (Mt 2:2) and the Man who rose from the dead (rise out of Jacob and out of Is- 
rael). The three wise men of the East knew this prophecy, and when they saw His star, they followed it 
to the cave where He was born. | | 

24:25 Balaam taught Balak “to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacri- 
ficed to idols” (Rev 2:14; see Nm 31:16). Soon afterward, the Israelites killed Balaam with the sword 
when they killed the kings of Midian (31:8; Jos 13:22). ra Ha 

25:1, 2 Balaam counseled Israel through Balak to commit fornication and to worship idols (31:16; Rev 
2:14), For he perceived the weakness in the souls of the Israelites. What was that weakness? Their souls 
were subject to their desires, rather than the opposite. For when desires control the soul, it easily falls 
into fornication and idolatry ohnCas). 7" 

25:7, 8 The spear speaks of baptism, which kills corrupt desires in those who walk in their newness of 
life. “When we are aware of the devil's attacks, we should repeat to ourselves the apostolic words: ‘As 
many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death’ (Rom 6:3). Now if we have been 
conformed to His death, sin henceforth in'us is surely a corpse, pierced through by the spear of baptism, 
as that fornicator was thrust through by the zealous Phinehas” (GrgNy). | 
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covenant of an eternal priesthood; because 
he was zealous for his God and made 
atonement for the children of Israel.’ ” 
Now. the name of the man of Israel who 
was struck down together with the Midian- 
ite woman was Zimri the son of Salu, the 
ruler of a house of a Simeonite family. 
'SThe name of the Midianite woman who 


was struck down was Cozbi the daughter | 
of Zur, the ruler of the nation of Ommoth, | 


of the house of a Midianite family. 

l6Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Be at enmity with the Midianites and 
strike them; !*for they themselves are at en- 
mity with you in their deceit, inasmuch as 
they dealt treacherously with you in the 


matter of Peor and in the matter of Cozbi, | 


the daughter of a ruler of Midian, their sis- 
ter, who was struck down in the day of the 


plague because of Peor.” 
2 Now it came to pass after the plague 
that the Lord spoke to Moses and 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest. saying, 
“Take a census of all the congregation of 
the sons of Israel from twenty years old and 
above, by their fathers’ houses, all. able to 
go to war in Israel.” 3S0 Moses and Eleazar 
the priest spoke with them in the Araboth of 
Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho, 
saying, *““Take a census from twenty years 
old and above, in the manner the Lord com- 
manded Moses.” Now the sons of Israel who 

came out of Egypt were: 
“Reuben the firstborn of Israel. The sons 


= The Second Census of israel = 


Enochites; Pallu and the tribe of the Pal- 
luites; Hezron and the tribe of the 


Hezronites; Carmi and the tribe of the | liites. 2’7These are the tribes of the sons of 


Carmiites. “These are the tribes of Reuben, 
and their census was forty-three thousand 
seven hundred thirty. "Now the son of Pallu 
was Eliab. The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, 
Dathan, and Abiram. These were the ones 
chosen by the congregation to form a coali- 
tion against Moses and Aaron in the com- 
pany of Korah, in their revolt against the 
Lord; and the earth opening its mouth 
swallowed them and Korah in the death of 
his company, when fire devoured two hun- 
dred fifty men; and they became a sign. 
'lBut the sons of Korah did not die. 

'2The sons of Simeon and the tribe of the 
sons of Simeon were: Nemuel and the tribe 
of the Nemuelites; and Jamin and the 
tribe of the Jaminites; and Jachin and the 
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| Issachar from their census: sixty-four thou- 
| sand three hundred. 
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sand Zerah and 








tribe of the Jachinites; ! 


the tribe of the Zerahites; and Shaul, the 


tribe of the Shaulites. '*These are the tribes 
of the Simeonites, and their census was 
twenty-two thousand two hundred. 

i5The sons of Judah were Er and Onan; 
but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 
16 After these, Judah’s sons according to their 
tribes were Shelah and the tribe of the She- 
lahites; and Perez and the tribe of the 
Perezites; and Zerah and the tribe of the Zer- 
ahites. Now the sons of Perez were Hezron 
and the tribe of the Hezronites; and Hamul 
and the tribe of the Hamulites. !*These are 
the tribes of Judah according to their census: 


— 


| seventy-six thousand five hundred. 


t9The sons of Issachar according to their 
tribes were: Tola and the tribe of the To- 
laites; and Puah and the tribe of the 
Puahites; 289and Jashub and the tribe of the 
Jashubites; and Shimron and the tribe of 
the Shimronites. 2'These are the tribes of 


22The sons of Zebulun according to their 
tribes were: Sered and the tribe of the 
Seredites; and Elon and the tribe of the 
Elonites; and Jahleel and the tribe of 
the Jahleelites. 2°These are the tribes of 
Zebulun from their census: sixty thousand 
five hundred. 

*4The sons of Gad according to their 
tribes were Zephon and the tribe of the 
Zephonites; and Haggi and the tribe of the 


| Haggiites; and Shuni and the tribe of 


! | the Shuniites; 25and Ozni and the tribe of — 
of Reuben were Enoch and the tribe of 


the Ozniites; and Addi and the tribe of the 
Addiites; “and Arod and the tribe of the 
Arodites; and Areli and the tribe of the Are- 


Gad from their census: forty thousand five 
hundred. 

"The sons of Asher according to thei! 
tribes were Jimna and the tribe of the Jim 
naites; Jesui and the tribe of the Jesuiites: 
and Beriah and the tribe of the Beriahites\ 
and Heber and the tribe of the Heberites — 
and Malchiel and the tribe of the 
Malchielites. 30Now the name of Asher’s 
daughter was Sara. 3!These are the tribes of 


Asher from their census: fifty-three thou- 


sand four hundred. | 

“The sons of Joseph according to thei! 
tribes were Manasseh and Ephraim, Thè 
son of Manasseh was Machir and the tribè — 
of the Machirites; and Machir begot Gile@ | 
and by Gilead the tribe of the Gileadites 


i 














3Now these are the sons of Gilead: Jeezer °2Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
and the tribe of the Jeezerites; and | 5“To these the land shall be divided as an 
Helek and the family of the Helekites; | inheritance based on the number of names. 
Sand Asriel and the tribe of the Asrielites; | 54To a large tribe you shall give a larger in- 
and Shechem and the tribe of the She- | heritance, and to a small tribe you shall 
chemites; “Sand Shemida and the tribe of | give a smaller inheritance. Each shall be 
the Shemi-daites; and Hepher and the tribe | given its inheritance based on its census. 
of the Hepherites. Now Zelophehad the | But the land shall be divided by lot; they 
son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters; | shall inherit according to the names of the 
and the names of the daughters of Zelophe- | tribes of their fathers. 56By allotment their 
had were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, | inheritance shall be divided between the 
and Tirzah. **These are the tribes of Ma- | larger and the smaller.” 
nasseh from their census: fifty-two thou- | | 57Now the sons of Levi according to their 
sand seven hundred, tribes were: Gershon and the tribe of the 

Now these are the sons of Ephraim: | Gershonites; and Kohath and the tribe of the 
Shuthelah and the tribe of the Shuthe- | Kohathites; and Merari and the tribe of the 
lahites; and Tahan and the tribe of the | Merariites, 58These are the tribes of the sons 
Tahanites. *YNow these are the sons of | of Levi: the tribe of the Libniites, the tribe of 
Shuthelah: Eran and the tribe of the Eran- | the Hebronites, the tribe of the Korahites, 
ites. *! These are the tribes of the of sons of | and the tribe of the Mushites. Now Kohath 
Ephraim from their census; thirty-two thou- begot Amram. 5°The name of Amram’s wife 
sand five hundred. These tribes are the sons | was Jochebed the daughter of Levi, who was 
of Joseph according to their tribes. born to Levi in Egypt: and to Amram she 

“The sons of Benjamin according to their | bore. Aaron and Moses and their sister 
tribes were: Bela and the tribe of the Be- | Miriam. To Aaron were born Nadab and 
laites; and Ashbel and the tribe of the Ash- Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. §'But Nadab 
belites; and Ahiram and the family of the | and Abihu died when they offered strange 
Ahiramites; tand Shupham and the tribe of | fire before the Lord in the Sinai Desert. 
the Shuphamites. “Now the sons of Bela | 62Now based on their census they numbered 
were Ard and Naaman: Ard and the tribe of | twenty-three thousand, every male from a 
the Ardites; and Naaman and the tribe of the | month old and above; for a census was not 
Naamanites. *These are the sons of Ben- | taken of them among the other sons of Is- 
Jamin according to their tribes from their | rael, because there was no allotment given 
census: forty-five thousand six hundred. to them among the sons of Israel. 

46This is the son of Dan according to his 63This is the census of Moses and Eleazar 
tribe: Shuham and the tribe of the Shuha- | the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel 
mites. This is the tribe of Dan according to | jn Araboth of Moab by the Jordan, across 
Shuham’s tribe. “The entire tribe of the | from Jericho. But among these, there was 
Shuhamites from their census was sixty- | not a man numbered by Moses and Aaron 
four thousand four hundred. = | the priest when they took a census of the 

*The sons of Naphtali according to their | sons of Israel in the Sinai Desert.t For the 
tribes were: Jahzeel and the tribe of the | Lord said of them, “They shall surely die in 
Jahzeelites; and Guni and the tribe of the the desert.” So there was not left a man of 
Guniites; and Jezer and the tribe of | them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
the Jezerites; and Shillem and the family | and Joshua the son of Nun. 
of the Shillemites. These are the tribes of 
Naphtali from their census: forty-five thou- 
sand four hundred. 

‘This is the cénsus of the sons of Israel: 
six hundred one thousand seven hundred 
thirty. | 


sA. Laws of Inheritance = 

2 Now came the daughters of 
Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the 

son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 

Manasseh, from the tribe of Manasseh the 








26:64, 65 The first census of the men of war was 603,550 (1:46). From this massive number, only two 
survived to enter the land of promise! Why? Because they always went astray in their heart and did not 
know the Lord's ways (Ps 94:10; Heb 3:10). Their hearts were blinded by rebellion against the Lord, who 
said of them, “They shall surely die in the desert.” Therefore, we, too, are admonished, “Beware, 
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God" 

(Heb 3:12). This evil heart of unbelief is equated with the sin of rebellion, which is inexcusable. 








pany with Korah, but he died in his own 
sin, and had no sons. ‘Do not let the name 
of our father be wiped out from among his 
tribe, because he had no son. Give us a pos- 
session among our father’s brothers.” 5So 
Moses brought their case before the Lord.t 
‘Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
The daughters of Zelophehad speak cor- 


rectly; you shall surely give them‘a posses- | 


sion of inheritance among their father’s 
brothers, and assign the allotment of their 
father to them. Then vou skall speak to the 


children of Israel, saying, ‘Ifa man dies and | 


has no son, you shall assien his inkeritance 
to his daughter, But if he has no daughter, 
you shall give the inheritance to kis 
brother. But if he has no ‘brothers. Vou 


Shall give his inheritance to his father’s | 


brother. But if his father has ng brothers, 
you shall give his inheritance to the relative 
closest to him in his tribe; and he shall 
inherit his possessions.’” So this shall be 
an Ordinance of judgment to the children of 
Israel, as the Lord ordered Moses. 


“a. Joshua Succeeds Moses -a 
l2?Now the Lord said:to Moses, “Go up 


into the mountain beyond the Jordan (this is 
Mount Nebo), and see the land of Canaan, 


| which give to the children of Israe] for i 





possession.t !3°Then you shall see it and 

added to your people; even you, as Aaron 
your brother was added on Mount Hor 
“because you transgressed My word in the 


Desert of Sin, when the congregation wag _ 


failing to sanctify Me, you did not sanctify | 


Me before them.” (This was the Water of 
Contention, at Kadesh in the Desert og 
Sin.)t Then Moses spoke to the Lord, say- 
ing, '*“Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, appoint a man over the congrega. 


tion,t '’who will go in and out before their 
face, and lead them out and bring them in; | 


then the congregation of the Lord will not 
be like sheep without a shepherd.”t 
‘Then the Lord spoke to Moses, Saying, 
| “lake Joshua the son of Nun with you, a 
| man who has the Spirit in himself, and put 
your hand on him;t and stand him before 
Eleazar the priest and give orders to him 
before all the congregation, and give orders 
| concerning him before them. 2°You. shall 
then-give some of your glory to him, that 
_ the children of Israel may obey him. 2!So he 
shall stand before Eleazar the priest, and 
they shall inquire before the Lord for him 
9y the judgment of the Urim. At his word 
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they shall go out, and-at his word they shall 
come in, he and all the children of Israel in 
one accord, even all the congregation.” 22S0 
Moses did as the Lord commanded him, 
and taking Joshua; he stood him before 
Eleazar the priest and before all the con- 
gregation. Then he put his hands on him 
and appointed him, as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. | 


27:5-7 The daughters of Zelophehad would have their 


land of promise. 
so to speak, “second-class citizens” in His sight. 


27:14 Moses’ failure to sanctify the Lord 


ginning and the end of salvation” (JohnChr). 


27:16 Moses acknowledged Christ as the God of the spirits of all flesh, and 
and the Holy Spirit. For the three Persons are one in essence and undivided. 
of Israel. Both he and Moses were types of Christ, 
For as they were over the house of 
However, there are multitudes without this Shepherd; therefore, He commanded us to 
9:36-38), . 
27:18 The Spirit is the Holy Spirit. Truly, Moses believed the one God to be 


27:17 Joshua was the new shepherd 
herd of the sheep” (Heb 13:20). 


“send out laborers into the harvest" (Mt 


Holy Spirit. 


Therefore, Christ, saw these faithful women as coequal with the men. 


Equality in Christ also holds true 
men and women are “heirs together of the grace of life” (1Pt 3:7). 


27:12 Moses would see the land of promise, but he could not 
him compared to his true vision. For he saw “the resurrection 
come” (Creed; see Heb 11:26). He waited eagerly to possess this 


share in the inheritance when Israel entered the 


They were not, | 
in the Church, for both 


possess it. But this was no great loss to 
of the dead and the life of the world to 
inheritance, 


at the Water of Contention did not disqualify him from his 
true inheritance. In spite of his sin, he was the most humble 


man on the earth, and humility is “the be- 
therefore, so are the Fathe! 


“the great Shep 
Israel, so He is over the Church. 
pray that He 


the Father, the Son, and the 
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2 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- 
ing,t 2*Command the children of 
Israel and say to them, ‘My gifts, My pres- 
ents, My burnt offerings, you shall take 
care to offer to Me as a sweet aroma in My 
feasts.’t 3So you shall say to them, ‘These 
are My burnt offerings you shall offer daily 
to the Lord: two unblemished male lambs 
in their first year, as a whole burnt offering 
perpetually. 4The one male lamb you shall 
offer in the morning, and the other male 


lamb you shall offer in the evening; ®and | 


you shall offer one-tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour aS a grain offering, mixed with 
one-fourth of a hin of oil. This shall be a 
perpetual whole burnt offering, which 
came into being at Mount Sinai; as'a sweet 
aroma to the Lord. ‘Its drink offering shall 
be one-fourth. of a hin for each male lamb: 
in the-holy place you shall pour out the 
intoxicant as a drink offering to the Lord. 


NUMBERS 28:17 





Sabbath, in addition to the regular whole 
burnt offering with its drink offering. 


=œ Monthly Offerings >- 


‘On the first of every month, you shall 
offer a whole burnt offering to the Lord: 
two young bulls from the oxen, one ram, 
and seven unblemished male lambs in their 
first year, '4and a, grain offering of three- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with 
oil for each young bull, and a grain offering 
of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour 
mixed with oil for the one ram, and a 
grain offering of one-tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil for each male 
lamb, as a burnt offering of sweet aroma to 
the Lord. “Their drink offering shall be 
half a hin of wine for each young bull, one- 


third of a hin for the one ram, and one- 


fourth of a hin for each male lamb. This is 
the whole burnt offering for the first of 


*The second male lamb you shal) offer | every month throughout the months of 
toward evening; and you shall offer it ac- | each year. Also one young male of the 


cording to its grain offering and. drink. of- 
fering, as a sweet aroma to the Lord.: 


æ Sabbath Offerings 7- 

Then on the Sabbath day you shall of- 
fer two unblemished male Jambs in. their 
first year, and two-tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offer- 
ing, with its drink offering. .!°This is the 


goats as a sin offering to the Lord shall be 
offered, in addition to the regular whole 


| burnt offering with its drink offering. 


æ Paschal Offerings <- } 
16‘Then on the fourteenth day of the first 


month is the Lord’s Pascha. Then on the 
fifteenth day of this month is a feast: un- 


leavened bread shall be eaten for seven 


28:1—29:39 The Son of God spoke to Moses, and the things He spoke on this occasion cover chs: 28 
and 29. These two chapters form a comprehensive, complete, and well-ordered arrangement of \srael’s 
liturgical worship in any given calendar year. These liturgics, given in-various places in Exodus, Leviticus - 
and Numbers, are here brought together as one unified whole. And once Israel completed their con- 
quest of Canaan, these could be put into effect. | 

Israel's liturgical worship existed for the sanctification of the time and life of every Israelite. It sancti- 
fied time and life, because it was arranged around the number seven. Its beginning point and center 
was in the seventh day of the week—the Sabbath day. And the number seven was regulated according 
to the divisions of time established at Creation (Gn 1—11)—into days, weeks, months, years, and peri- 
ods of years. | i 

Thus, the liturgical worship ascended from (1) the daily offerings (Ex 29:38-42; Nm 28:3-8), to (2) the 
weekly offerings (Ex 20:8-11; Lv 23:3; Nm 28:9, 10), to (3) the monthly offerings (Nm 28:11-15), to (4) the 
yearly offerings (Ex 12:1-20; 23;15, 16; 34:22; Lv 16:1-34; 23:1-44; Nm 28:16—29:38), to (5) the sabbatical 
year (Ex 23:10, 11; Lv 25:1-7), and eventually to (6) the Year of Remission (Lv 25:8-55; 27:17-25), 

Israel's liturgical worship was designed to sanctify time and all life. This sanctification would make 
the offerings to be a sweet aroma to the Lord (28:2). For the Lord was well-pleased when the Israelites 
were sanctified to the extent possible under Old Testament worship. 
28:2 When Israel offered what the Lord commanded, they were only returnin to Him in 
the first place. The same is true of our offerings in the Church, “When we Hake a rate te Hite 
ing of our own, but those things which we have before received from Christ, this being especially of His 
grace, that He should require, as from us, His own gifts, He bears witness to this in Numbers when He | 
says: My gifts, My presents, My burnt offerings, you shall take care to offer Me as a sweet aroma in my 
feasts. That is, those things you give Me are’ yours, as having received them from Me, but they are the 
gifts of God. Let us offer to the Lord every virtue, and that true holiness which isin Him, and in piety let 
us keep the feast to Him with those things He hallowed for us” (AthanG). IRO INED -f 








holy convocation. You shall do no service 
work. 1950 you shall offer whole burnt of- 
ferings: two young bulls from the oxen, one 
ram, and seven male lambs—be sure they 
are unblemished—as burnt offerings to the 
Lord. 2°Now you shall offer their grain of- 
fering of fine flour, mixed with oil: three- 
tenths of an ephah for each bull, two-tenths 
for the one ram, 2!and one-tenth for each of 
the seven male lambs. 2 You shall also offer 
one young male goat as a sin offering, to 
make atonement for you. 2“You shall offer 
these in addition to the regular whole burnt 
offering of the morning, which is the per- 
petual whole burnt offering. 2*You shall 
make these offerings according to these di- 


| male lambs, ‘and one young male from the 


goats as a sin offering to make atonement 
for you, ĉin addition to the whole burn 
offerings for the first day of the month 
with their grain offerings and drink offer. 
ings, and the regular whole burnt offerin 

with their grain offerings and drink offer. 


sweet aroma to the Lord. 
7On the tenth day of this seventh month 
you shall have a holy convocation. Yoy 


shall afflict your souls; and you shall not do 


rections each day for seven days, as a gift | 


and as a burnt offering for a sweet aroma 
to the Lord; and in addition to the regular 
whole burnt offering you shall offer its 
drink offering. 2°Then on the seventh day 


you shall have a holy convocation. You | 


shall do no service work on it. 


~ Feast of Weeks Offerings = 

26Then on the day of new grain, when 
you bring a new grain offering to the Lord 
at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a 
holy convocation. You shall do no service 
work. 27You shall offer whole burnt offer- 
ings aS a sweet aroma to the Lord: two 
young bulls from the oxen, one ram, and 
seven unblemished male lambs in their 
first year, “*with their grain offering of fine 
flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an 
ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one 
ram, and one-tenth for each of the seven 
male lambs; “also one young male of the 
goats, to make atonement for you. 3!In ad- 
dition to the regular whole burnt offering— 
be sure they are unblemished—you shall 
offer to Me their grain offering with their 
drink offerings. 


27 


have a holy convocation. You shall do no 
service work. It shall be a signal day for 


=. Holy Convocations > 
‘Now in the seventh month, on the 


you, “You shall offer a whole burnt offering | 


as a sweet aroma to the Lord: one young 
bull from the oxen, one ram, and seven 
unblemished male lambs in their first year, 
‘with their grain offering of fine flour 


mixed with oil; three-tenths of an ephah for | 


each young bull, two-tenths for the one 
ram, ‘and one-tenth for each of the seven 


first day of the month, you shall 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





the regular whole burnt offering, with the! 


| drink offerings. 


any work. ®You shall offer whole burnt of. 
ferings, burnt offerings as a sweet aroma to 
the Lord: one young bull from the oxen, 
one ram, and seven male lambs in their 
first year—be sure they are unblemished, 
%with their grain offering of fine flour 
mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for 
each young bull, two-tenths for the one | 
ram, “and one-tenth for each of the seven | 
male lambs, !!"and one young male from the 
goats as a Sin offering to make atonement 
for you; in addition to the sin offering of 
atonement and the regular whole burnt of- 
fering, with its grain offering and drink of- 
fering, according to the interpretation, as a 
burnt offering of sweet aroma to the Lord 

'2“Then on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month you shall have a holy convocation. 
You shall do no service work, and you shall 
keep a feast to the Lord seven days. !You 
shall offer whole burnt offerings, burnt of- 
ferings as a sweet aroma to the Lord. 

‘On the first day offer thirteen young 
bulls from the oxen, two rams, and fourteen | 


ings, according to their interpretation, asa 





male lambs in their first:year—they shall 


be unblemished, “with their grain offer 
ings of fine flour mixed with oil: three 
tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen 
bulls, two-tenths for each of the two rams, 
and one-tenth for each of the fourteen 
male lambs, !ŝand one young male kid from 
the goats as a sin offering, in addition £ 


Sa 














grain offerings and drink offerings. | | 
-'®On the second day you shall otier 
twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen ult 
blemished male lambs in their first ye% 
with their grain offering and drink 0 n 
ing for the young bulls, the rams, and i 
male lambs, according to their number ê 
cording to their interpretation, Wand f 
young male from the goats. as a sin ofie, 
ing, in addition to the regular whole hu 
offering, with their grain offerings “” 
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20°On the third day you shall offer eleven 
bulls, two rams, fourteen unblemished 
male lambs in their first year, 2!with their 
grain offering and drink offering for the 
young bulls, the rams, and the male lambs, 


according to their number, according to 


their interpretation, and one young male 
from the goats as a sin offering, in addition 
to the regular whole burnt offering, with 
their grain offerings and drink offerings. 


2 On the fourth day you shall offer ten- 


young bulls, two rams, and fourteen un- 
blemished male lambs in their first year, 
24with their grain offerings and drink offer- 
ings for the young bulls, the rams, and the 
male lambs, according to their number, ac- 
cording to their interpretation, 2°and one 
young male from the goats as a sin offer- 
ing, in addition to the regular whole burnt 
offering, with their’ grain offerings and 
drink offerings. 

26‘On the fifth day you shall offer nine 
young bulls, two rams, and fourteen un- 
blemished male lambs in their first year, 
'with their grain offerings and drink offer- 
ings for the young bulls, the rams, and the 
male lambs, according to their number, ac- 
cording to their interpretation; 28and one 
young male from the goats as a sin offer- 
ing, in addition to the regular whole burnt 
offering, with their grain offerings and 
drink offerings. : 

2x0On the sixth day you shall offer eight 
young bulls, two rams, and fourteen un- 
blemished male lambs in their first year, 
with their grain offerings and drink offer- 
ings for the young bulls, the rams, and the 


male lambs, according to their number, ac- | 


cording to their interpretation, *!and one 
young male from the goats as a sin offer- 
ing, in addition to the regular whole burnt 


offering, with their grain offerings and | 


drink offerings. 

22°()n the seventh day you shall offer 
seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen un- 
blemished male lambs in their first year, 
“with their grain offerings and drink offer- 
ings for the bulls, the rams, and the male 


lambs, according to their number, accord- 


ing to their interpretation, “and one young 
male from the goats as a sin offering, in ad- 
dition to the regular whole burnt offering, 





30:1 Moses’ greatness lay in the fact that he 
commanded, For He was “over His own house," 
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with their grain offerings and drink offer- 
ings. 
35‘On the eighth day you shall have the fi- 
nal day of the festival. You shall do no ser- 
vice work on it. 2*You shall present whole 
burnt offerings, burnt offerings as a sweet 
aroma to the Lord: one young bull, one 
ram, seven unblemished male lambs in 
their first year, *7with their grain offerings 
and drink offerings for the bull, the ram, 
and the male lambs, according to their 
number, according to their interpretation, 
38and one young male from the goats as a 
sin offering, in addition to the regular burnt 
offering, with their grain offerings and 
drink offerings. | 
39‘These you shall offer to the Lord at 
your appointed feasts, in addition to your 
vows and voluntary offerings, as well as 
your whole burnt offerings, your grain of- 
ferings, your drink offerings, and your 
| peace offerings. ” 


30 


manded Moses.t 


~. Laws Concerning Vows -=> 
2Then Moses spoke to the rulers of the 


Now Moses told the children of 
Israel everything, as the Lord com- 


tribes of Israel, saying, “This is the word 
the Lord commanded: “If any man should 
vow a vow to the Lord, or swear an oath to 
bind his soul with an obligation, he may not 
defile his word; he shall do everything that 
proceeds out of his mouth. +But if a woman 
should vow a vow to the Lord and bind her- 
self with an obligation while in her father’s 
house in her youth, °and her father should 
hear her vows and obligations with which 
she bound her soul, and her father should 
pass over it in silence, then all her vows 
and every obligation with which she bound 
her soul shall stand, and remain in force for 
her. But if on the day her father should 
hear and disapprove all her vows and obli- 
gations with which she bound her soul, 
then her vows shall not stand; therefore the 
Lord will consider her blameless, because 
her father disapproved. 

But if she should actually be married, 
and she binds her soul with vows made by 
an explicit statement of her own lips, 8and 
her husband should hear and pass over it in 
silence the day he hears, then all her vows 


passed on to Israel everything the Son of God—the Kards 
whereas Moses was His faithful servant “in all His 


house” (Heb 3:5, 6). We also are in His house, “if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 


hope firm to the end” (Heb 3:6), 
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and obligations with which she bound her | ple.” 35o Moses spoke to the people, saying 
soul shall stand. 9But if her husband should | “Arm some of your men to stand in battle 
disapprove on the day he hears, then all her | array before the Lord against Midian, to 
vows and obligations with which she | repay vengeance from the Lord on Midian. 
bound her soul shall not remain in force, | 4From all the tribes of Israel you shall send 
because her husband disapproved of her; | a thousand from each tribe to stand in bat- 
therefore the Lord will consider her blame- | tle array.” 
less. "Also any vow of a widow or a di- 5So from the thousands of Israel they 
vorced woman, whatever she should vow | counted a thousand from each tribe, twelve 
concerning her soul, shall remain in force | thousand armed for the battle line. Then 
for her. '|'But if her vow should be made in | Moses sent them, a thousand from each 
her husband's house, or if her obligation | tribe with their army, and Phinehas the son 
concerning her soul should be made with | of Eleazar the priest with the holy vessels 
an oath, !2and her husband should hear | and the trumpets for signaling in his hands. 
and pass over it in silence and not disap- | 7So they arrayed themselves in battle 
prove her, then all her vows shall stand, | against Midian, as the Lord commanded 
and every obligation with which she bound | Moses, and they killed every male. *They 
her soul shall stand. '2But if her husband | killed the kings of Midian, together with 
should cancel them on the day he hears, | their slain people: Evi, Zur, Rekem, Hur, 
then whatever proceeded from her lips con- | and Reba, the five kings of Midian. They 
cerning her vows or obligations binding | also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the 
her soul, they shall not remain in force; for | sword, along with their slain people.t 9They 
her husband canceled them: therefore the | also took as plunder the women of Midian, — 
Lord will consider her blameless, '4Every | with their households, their cattle, all their 
vow and binding oatn to afflict her soul, her | possessions; and they plundered their | 
husband shall establish, or her husband | army. !°They also set on fire all the cities 
Shall cancel. But if tier husband should re- | where they dwelt and all their unwalled vil- 
main silent for more thar a singie day, then | lages. HThey took as well all their booty 
he shall establish ali her vows for her; and | and spoils from man to cattle. Then they 
he shall establish for her the obligations | brought the captives, the spoils; and the 
binding her, because he remained silent re- | booty to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and 
garding her on the day he heard them. | to all the congregation of the children of Is- 
l6But if he should cancel them the day after | rael, to the camp in the Araboth of Moab by 
he heard them, then he shall bear her | the Jordan, across from Jericho. | 
guilt.” !’These are the ordinances the Lord | f | 
commanded Moses between a husband and ~œ The Winning Army Returns > 
his wife, and between a father and his Then Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all 
daughter in her youth in her father’s house, | the rulers of the congregation went to meet 
| them outside the camp, "But Moses was 
= The War against the Midianites .= angry with the overseers of the army, with 
4 | Now the Lord spoke to Moses, say- | the captains over thousands and rulers 
ing, “Exact vengeance from the | over hundreds, who were coming from the 
Midianites for the children of Israel, | battle line of the war. '5So Moses said to 
Afterward you shall be added to your peo- | them, “Why did you take every female 
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31:8, 16 Balaam had prophesied in the Lord's name (chs. 22—24), but he caused Israel to worship idols , 
and commit fornication (25:1-3; Rev 2:14). He became a false prophet and in the end was killed for his 
actions, because he despised the Lord's word and taught Israel to do the same. He replaced love for the | 
true God with love for money. His false love then led him to worship Baal and to commit fornication. AS | 
St. Paul said, “The love of money. is a root of all kinds of evil" (1Ti 6:10). Money in itself is not the root 
of all evil. The love of money is, for as the Lord said, “You cannot serve God and mammon [riches]" 
(Mt 6:24). The love of money is idolatry (Col 3:5). | 

Today, “many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jn 4:1), They “run greedily in the erro! 
of Balaam for profit” (Jude 11). “They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way 
of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness" (2Pt 2:15), Like Balaam, they hav | 
“eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, They have a heart train 
in covetous practices, and are accursed children” (2Pt 2:14). They “secretly bring in destructive heresies: 
even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction” (2Pt 2:1). 
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alive? !SFor on account of Balaam’s coun- 
sel, they were with the sons of Israel and 
caused them to depart from and despise the 
Lord’s word in the incident at Peor, when 
there was a plague among the congrega- 
tion of the Lord. “Now therefore, kill every 
male among all the little ones, and every 
woman who slept with a man: !8But keep 
alive for yourselves all the young girls who 
have not slept with a man: 19But you remain 
outside the camp seven days, and ‘everyone 
who killed or touched someone killed; both 
you and your captives, shall be purified on 
the third day and the seventh day. 2°Purify 
every garment, everything made of leather, 
everything woven-of goats’ hair, and every- 
thing made of wood.” 

Then Eleazar the priest said to the men 
in the army who came from the battle lines 
of the war, “This is the ordinance of the Jaw, 
which the Lord commanded Moses:i 24Be- 
sides the gold, the silver, the brass: the iron; 
the lead, and the tin, everything that can 
pass through fire shall be purified; other- 


wise, it shall be purified with the water of 


purification. Therefore whatever cannot 
pass through the fire shall pass through the 


water. 24You shall also wash your clothes 


on the seventh day and be clean, and:after- 
ward you may come into the camp.” 


= Division of the Spoils z- 

429A gain the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
26“Take the sum,of the spoils of the cap- 
tives, from manto cattle, you and Eleazar 
the priest and the rulers of the families in 
the congregation; fand divide the spoils 
between the warriors who went out into the 
battle lines and all the congregation. #8And 
levy a tribute for the Lord on the men of 
war who went out to the battle lines, one 
soul of every five hundred men, and of the 
cattle, the oxen, the sheep, and the goats. 
4YThen you shall take their tribute and give 
it to Eleazar the priest.as a firstfruits to the 
Lord. “But from the children. of Israel’s 
half you shall take one of every fifty of the 
men, the oxen, the sheep, the donkeys, and 
from all the cattle, and give them to the 


Levites who keep charge in the tabernacle 


of the Lord.” "S0 Moses and Eleazar the 
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orisét did’: as the kot commanded Moses. 

32The booty remaining from the plunder 
which the men of war took was six hun- 
dred seventy-five thousand sheep, sey- 
enty-two thousand oxen, #4sixty-one thou- 
sand donkeys, “and thirty-two thousand 
human souls, that is, the women who had 
not slept with a man. And the half, the 
portion for those who had gone out to war, 
was in number three hundred thirty-seven 
thousand five hundred sheep; and the 
Lord’s tribute of the sheep was six hundred 
seventy-five. 38The oxen were thirty-six 
thousand, of which the Lord’s tribute was 
seventy-two. 2°The donkeys were thirty 
thousand five hundred, of which the Lord’s 
tribute was sixty-one. *“The human souls 
were sixteen thousand, of which the Lord’s 
tribute was thirty-two souls. 4!So Moses 
gave the Lord’s tribute, God’s choice por- 
tion, to Eleazar the priest, as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. + Then from the children of 
Israel’s half, which Moses divided from the 
men of war— *#that is, the half belonging to 
the congregation, was three hundred 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep, 
44thirty-six thousand oxen, ‘thirty thou- 
sand five hundred donkeys, and sixteen 
thousand human souls— *’and from the 
children of Israel’s half Moses took one of 
every fifty, from men to cattle, and gave 
them to the Levites who Kept charge of the 
tabernacle of the Lord, in the manner the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

48Then all those established in positions 
as commanders in the army, the captains 
over thousands and rulers over hundreds, 
came near to Moses; and they said to 
Moses, “Your servants took the sum of the 
men of war with us, and not a man of us is 
missing. "Therefore we have brought a gift 
to the Lord, what every man found of arti- 
cles of gold: bracelets, rings, armlets, and 
hair-clasps, to make atonement for us be- 
fore the Lord.” °tSo Moses and Eleazar the 
priest took the gold from them, every 
crafted article. °So every choice portion of 
gold which they dedicated to the Lord, 
from the captains over thousands and 
rulers over hundreds, was sixteen thousand 
seven hundred fifty shekels, (Now each of 





31:21-24 the Midianites were corrupted by the love at money, idolatry, and fornication; therefore: 
everything taken from them had to be purified either by fire or water. Fire speaks of the Holy Spirit, - 

and the water of purification foreshadows the waters of baptism. For in the baptismal waters, the Holy 
Spirit cleanses us with His fire, and we are born anew in union with Christ in His death, burial, and Res- 
urrection. The old man of covetousness, idolatry, and fornication is crucified with Christ, and Engin new: 
man is renewed to live in virtue and holiness (Rom 6:3-5; Jn 3:3-5; Mt 3:11). 
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the men of war had taken plunder for him- 
self.) 54So Moses and Eleazar the priest 
took the gold from the captains over thou- 
Sands and rulers over hundreds and 


brought these into the tabernacle of testi- 


mony, as a memorial for the children of Is- 
rael before the Lord. 


~. The Tribes East of the Jordan River 7> 


3 Now the sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad had a very great multi- 
tude of cattle, and they saw the land of 


Jazer and the land of Gilead; and they saw | 


the place was a place for cattle. ¿So the 
sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad came 
and spoke to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, 
and to the rulers of the congregation, say- 





angry with Israel; and He made them wap. 
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Joshua the son of Nun; for they followes 
after the Lord.’ !3S0 the Lord wag yen 


der in the desert forty years, until all the 
generation that did evil before the Lorg 
was utterly destroyed. '‘Behold, You rose up 
in your fathers’ place, a body of sinful men, 


to increase still more the fierce anger of the | 


Lord against Israel. For you will turn 
away from Him by again leaving Him in the — 
desert, and you will act lawlessly against 
this entire congregation.” 

l6They came to Moses and said, “We will | 
build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and | 
cities for our children; but we will arm | 
ourselves as the advance guard before the | 
sons of Israel until we bring them to their 


ing, *‘Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, | own place; and our children will dwell in 
Heshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo, and | the fortified cities because of the land’s in- 
Beon, *the country the Lord delivered over | habitants. BLet us not return to our homes 
to the children of Israel, is a land appropri- | until each of the sons of Israel should be 


ate for feeding cattle; and your servants 
have cattle.” °Therefore they said, “If we 
have found grace in your sight, let this land 
be given to your servants as a possession: 
Do not make us cross over the Jordan.”! 
6Then Moses said to the sons of Gad and to 
the sons of Reuben, “Your brothers go to 
war, and shall you sit here? “Now why do 


i iaa a ha 


e 


you pervert the minds of the children of 


Israel from crossing over into the land the 
Lord gives to them? 8Did not your fathers 
act in this way when I sent them away from 
Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land? 9For 
they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and 
spied out the land; and they turned aside 
the heart of the children of Israel so they 
would not enter the land the Lord gave 


them. !°So the Lord was very angry that 


day, and swore an oath, saying, ''‘Surely 
these men who came up from Egypt, from 
twenty years old and above and who know 
good and evil, shall not see the land | swore 


to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for they did- 


not follow after Me, '4except Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh, who separated himself, and 





32:5-7 The armies of Israel secured the lands east of the Jordan, which were suitable for cattle. The 
sons of Reuben and Gad requested these lands as their inheritance, without the necessity of crossing 


distributed to his inheritance. !%Therefore, | 
let: us not inherit with them on the other | 
side of ihe Jordan and beyond, because we 
are receiving in full our portions on this 
eastern side of the Jordan.” | 
40Then Moses said to them, “If you do ac- 
cording to this word, if you arm yourselves 
before the Lord for the war, 2!and all your 
armed men cross over the Jordan before 
the Lord until His enemy is destroyed be 
fore His face; 22and the land is subdued be 
fore the Lord, then afterward you shall re- 
turn, and be blameless before the Lord ané 
before Israel; and this land shall be you! 
possession before the Lord. But if you 
should not do so, you shall be guilty befor 
the Lord; and you will know your sin whe! 
evils overtake you. 24So you shall b 
cities for yourselves and for your children 
and walled enclosures for your cattle, and 


1 


-n 


do what proceeded out of your mouth. 
25Then the sons of Gad and the sons ° 
Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your sèt 
vants will do as our Lord commands. So | 
children, our wives, and all our cattle W! 


the Jordan to help their brothers fight for theirs. So they appealed to Moses as the arbitrator and 
judge. But Moses called these sons “a body of sinful men” (v. 14). They coveted what they saw at the 
expense of their brothers. This covetous spirit eventually led them into idolatry and into captivity In 


Assyria (1Ch 5:25, 26). 


A man from the crowd asked Jesus to make his brother divide the inheritance with him, but Jesus 
declined, because He did not come to be a judge or arbitrator like Moses, Then He went on to say ae 
this man, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance % — 


the things he possesses” (Lk 12:15), Jesus came to save the world, but we cannot be saved ifweare 


covetous. 


LIS 
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be there in the cities of Gilead; but your 
servants will cross over, all armed and ar- 
rayed for battle before the Lord into the 
war, in the manner our lord says.” 

“8So Moses appointed for them Eleazar 
the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and 
rulers of families in the tribes of Israel. 
29Again Moses said to them, “If the sons of 
Gad and the sons of Reuben cross over the 
Jordan with you, every man armed for war 
before the Lord, and you subdue the land 


before you, then you shall give them the 
land of Gilead as a possession. 29But if | 


they do not cross over with you armed for 
war, you shall carry across their children, 
their wives, and their cattle before you 
into the land of Canaan.” 2!Then the sons 


of Gad and the sons of Reuben answered, | 


Saying, “Whatever our Lord says to your 
servants, so we will do. °2We will cress 
over armed before the Lord into the land 
of Canaan, but you shall give us our pos- 


session on the other side of the Jordan.’ | 


3350 Moses gave to the sons of Gad, the 
sons of Reuben, and the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, the son of Joseph, the kingdom of 


Sihon king of the Amorites and the king- | 


dom of Og king of Bashan, the land and its 
cities with its borders, the cities of the sur- 
rounding country. | 

Then the sons of Gad built Dibon, 
Ataroth, Aroer, ®Shophan, and Jazer. 
which they raised up, **along with Beth 
Nimrah and Beth Haran, fortified cities 


and walled enclosures for sheep. 2’The | 


sons of Reuben built Heshbon, Elealeh, 
Kirjathaim, *8and Baal Meon, encircled 
with walls, and Shibmah; and they named 
the cities they built after their names. 


“Then the son of Machir the son of Ma- | 


nasseh went to Gilead and took it, and de- 
stroyed the Amorites dwelling in it. 4°9So 
Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of 
Manasseh, and he dwelt there. 4!Also Jair 








33:1 A stage was a particular place Israel camped during their forty-year journey from Egypt through 





i NUMBERS 35714 
the son of Manasseh went and took their 


| farming villages, and named them Havoth 


Jair. “Then Nobah went and took Kenath 


and its villages, and he named them 


Nobah, after his own name. 


= Israel’s Journey from Egypt to Moab =: 


4 Now these are the stages in the 
| journeys of the children of Israel 
who went out from the land of Egypt by 
their armies under the hand of Moses and 
Aaron.t 2So. Moses wrote their departures 
and the stages in their journeys by the 
word of the Lord.t 

3They departed from Rameses in the 
first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month; on the day after Pascha, the chil- 
dren of Israel went out with a high hand 


before all the Egyptians. 4But the Egyp- 


tians were burying from among them- 
selves all who died, whom the Lord struck 
down, every firstborn in the land of Egypt: 
and the Lord executed vengeance on their 
gods. “Then the children of Israel departed 
from Rameses and camped in Succoth. 
‘They departed from Succoth and camped 
in Etham, which is part of the desert. 7They 


departed. from Etham and camped at the 


mouth of Hahiroth, which is opposite Baal 
Zephon; and they camped opposite 
Migdol. ‘They departed opposite Hahiroth 


and passed through the midst of the sea 
into the desert; and they went three days’ 


journey through the desert and camped at 
Marah.t They departed from Marah and 
came to Elim. At Elim there were twelve 
springs of water and Seventy palm trees; so 
they camped there by the water. !°They de- 
parted from Elim and camped by the Red 
Sea. They departed from the Red Sea and 
camped in the Desert of Sin. They de- 
parted from the Desert of Sin and camped 
at Dophkah. They departed from 
Dophkah and camped at Alush. “They 





the wilderness to Canaan, Thirty-eight stages are mentioned in this chapter. At the thirty-eighth stage, 
they “camped west of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho"! (v. 48), From this location, they would 
soon cross over the Jordan for their conquest of Canaan, the land of promise. Life is a journey from this 
fallen world (Egypt and the wilderness) to the kingdom of God (the land of promise), 
33:2 The Lord led Israel the entire way in their journey. He tested them with harsh experiences “to 
know what was in their heart” (Dt 8:2, 15; see also 29:4; 32:12, 16; Ps 76:21; 77:14, 52, 53; 106:7). 

God's people are tested with harsh experiences, which bring out what is in the heart. These tests re- 
veal whether we truly love God or not, If we pass them, they help prepare us for entrance into the 


kingdom of God (1Pt 1:3-7). 


33:8 Many things that happened to Israel serve as types for us and for our instruction and learning 
(Rom 15:4; 1Co 10:6, 11). For example, Israel's passage through the Red Sea was a type of baptism 


(1Co 10:1, 2). 
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departed from Alush and camped at 


Rephidim, where there was no water for- 
| at Oboth. 44They departed from Oboth ang 


the people to drink.t 
‘They departed from Rephidim and 
camped in the Sinai Desert. '"They moved 


from the Sinai Desert and camped at | 
from Dibon Gad and camped at Almon 


Graves of Lust. "They departed from 
Graves of Lust and camped at Hazeroth. 
'SThey departed from Hazeroth and 
camped at Rithmah. They departed from 
Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez. 
“They departed from Rimmon Perez and 
camped at Libnah. 2!'They departed from 
Libnah and camped at Rissah. 22They de- 
parted from Rissah and camped at Kehe- 
lathah. “They departed from Kehelathah 
and camped at Shepher 24They ‘departed 


from Shepher and camped at Haradah. | 


and camped : Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho, say- 


*#They departed from Haradah a 
at Makheloth. 2°They departed from Mdk- 
heloth and camped at Tahath: 27They de= 
parted from Tahath and camped at Terah. 
48They departed from Terah and camped at 
Mithkah. 2°They departed from Mithkah 
and camped at Hashmonah. °°They de- 
parted from Hashmonah and camped at 
Moseroth. They departed from Moserot 
and camped at Bene Jaakan. *2They de- 
parted from Bene Jaakan and camped at 


Hor Hagidgad. They departed from Hor | 


Hagidgad and camped at Jotbathah. °4They 
departed from Jotbathah and camped at 
Abronah. **They departed from Abronah 
and camped at Ezion Geber. *°They ‘de- 
parted from Ezion Geber and camped in 
the Desert of Sin; and they departed from 
the Desert of Sin and camped in the Desert 
of Paran (this is Kadesh). 37They departed 
from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, 
near the land of Edom. 

36Then Aaron the priest went up at the 
command of the Lord and died there, in the 
fortieth year of the exodus of the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt, in the fifth 
month, on the first day of the month, 
39 aron was one hundred and twenty-three 
years, old when he died on Mount Hor. 
40Now this was the time when the Canaan- 


ite king of Arad (and this man dwelt in the | 
land of Canaan) heard the children of Is- 


rael were coming. 
41Then they departed from Mount Hor 
and camped at Zalmonah. They departed 





| cho. 49They camped by the Jordan between | 


< | you shall remove all their pillars: You 


Shall inherit their land by lot among your 





from Zaimonah and camped at Paio 
They departed from Punon and campeg 


camped at Ije Abarim, at the borders of | 
Moab. “They departed from [je Abarim 
and camped at Dibon Gad. **They departeg 


Diblathaim. “They departed from Almon 
Diblathaim and camped in the mountains 
of Abarim, before Nebo. 4#They departed 
from the mountains of Abarim and camped 
west of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jeri- 


Beth Jesimoth as far as the Abel Acacia 
Grove, west of Moab. 


< Instructions on Crossing the Jordan, 
Entering Canaan 7- : 


"Now the Lord spoke to.Moses west of 


ing, °!“Speak to the children. of, Israel and 
say to them, ‘You are crossing over the Jor- 
dan into the land of Canaan. Then you | 
shall destroy all the inhabitants of the land 
before your face; and you shall remove 
their high: places, and- as for- alk their 
molten idols, you shall destroy these; and 


Shall also destroy all the inhabitants of the | 
land and dwell in it, for I give you their 
land as.an inheritance. 54Therefore you 


tribes; to the larger you shall give a larger 
inheritance, and to the smaller you shall 
give a smaller inheritance; there every- 
one’s inheritance shall be whatever falls to 
him by lot. You shall inherit according to 
the tribes of your fathers. 5But if you do 
not destroy the inhabitants of the land 
from before your face, it shall be that those 
whom you let remain shall be thorns iN 
your eyes and arrows in your. sides; an 

they shall be at enmity with you in the land 





where you dwell. 56Moreover, it shall be 
-that I will do to you as I thought to do t0 
them.” | 


œ The Boundaries of Canaan => 
3 Now the Lord spoke to Moses, Say’ 
, ing, *“Command the. children 0 
Israel and say to them, ‘You shall come int® 
the land of Canaan, and it shall be you! 
inheritance, the land of Canaan with its 
borders, 





33: 14 Israel was tested at Rephidim, but they abused Moses and tempted. the iota (Ex 17:1-7). They 
failed this test, which proved they did not love God. Someone may say, “I love God,” but ced Mil 
prove whether or not his statement is true. | 








Desert of Sin to the border of Edom; so 
your southern border shall extend east- 
ward to the end of the Salt Sea; 4and your 
borders shall go around from the southern 
side of the Ascent of Akrabbim,; continue 
to Sin, and be on the south of Kadesh 
Barnea; then it shall go on to Hazar Addar, 


and continue to Azmon; “and, the border | 
shall go around from Azmon to the Brook | 
Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud; 


of Egypt, and its termination shall be the 
sea. 
6‘As for the western borders, you shall 
have the Great Sea for a border; this shall 
be your western border.t 

“Now this shall be your northern border: 
from the Great Sea you shall measure your 


border along the mountain range; ‘and 


from the mountain range you shall. mea- 
sure your border to Hamath; and its termi- 
nation shall be the borders of Zedad; ’and 
the border shall proceed to Ziphron, and its 


termination shall be Hazar Enan. This shall | 


be your northern border. 

l0“You shall measure -your eastern. Dor- 
ders from Hazar. Enan-to Shepham; Hand 
the borders shall go down frorn- Shepham 
to Riblah on the east side of Ain; and the 
borders shall go down to. Bela -behind 
the Sea of Chinnereth from the east; !4and 
the borders shall go down along the Jor- 
dan, and its termination shall be the Salt 
Sea. This shall be your land with its sur- 
rounding borders.” Then, Moses. com- 


manded the children of Israel, saying, “This | 


is the land you shall inherit by lot, in the 
manner the Lord ordered Moses to give it 
to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe of 
Manasseh. 14For the tribe of the sons of 


Reuben and the tribe of the sons of Gad ac- 


cording to the houses of their fathers and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh received their 
allotments. !5The. two tribes and the half- 
tribe received their allotments beyond the 
Jordan, opposite Jericho from the south to- 
wards the east.” 


34:6 The Great Sea is the Mediterranean Sea. 








l6A gain the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
I7These are the names of the men who 
shall divide the land among you as an in- 
heritance: Eleazar the priest and Joshua 
the son of Nun. !8You shall take rulers, one 
from every tribe; to divide the land for the 
inheritance. '9Now these are the names of 
the men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh; 2°from the tribe of 


21from the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son 
of Chislon; 22from the tribe of Dan a ruler, 
Bukki the son of Jogli; 2from the sons of 
Joseph’s tribe: a ruler from the tribe of the 
children: of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of 
Ephod, 24a ruler from the tribe of the sons 
of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan; 
25a ruler from the tribe of Zebulun, Eliza- 
phan the son of Parnach; 26a ruler from the 
tribe of the sons of Issachar, Paltiel the son 
of Azzan: 27a ruler from the tribe of the 
sons of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi; 
284 ruler from the tribe of Naphtali, Pedahel 
the son of Ammihud.” 2°These are the ones 
the Lord commanded to divide the inheri- 


tance among the children of Israel in the 


land of Canaan. 
=, Cities Assigned to the Levites = 


Now the Lord spoke to Moses west 

of Moab by the Jordan opposite 
Jericho, saying,t 2“Order, the children of 
Israel. to give the Levites cities to dwell in 
from the allotment of their possession, and 
to give the Levites the grazing lands 
around their cities. ?They shall have cities 
to dwell in and grazing lands for their cat- 
tle and for all their four-footed animals. 
+The grazing lands of the cities which you 
shall give the Levites shall extend from the 


walls of the city. outward two thousand 


cubits. all around. °So you shall measure 
outside the city: on the east side two thou- 
sand cubits, on the south side two thousand 
cubits, on the west side two thousand 





35:1-8 The tribe of Levi was to be supported by the twelve tribes. These gifts enumerated here would 
teach love to the twelve, for Levi served them in the liturgical service of the tabernacle. Therefore, it 
was only fitting the twelve should show loving support to Levi with money and possessions. On the 
other hand, their love would teach the Levites lowliness of mind, so their liturgical service might not 
puff up the Levites with arrogance, as being above “the laity.” 

Likewise, in the New Testament, “the Lord commanded that those who preach the gospel should live 
from the gospel” (1Co 9:14). The case regarding the Levites laid a foundation for this. For since the dig- 
nity of a teacher sometimes elates him, the necessity of requiring monetary aid from those to whom he 
ministers helps keep him humble, On the other hand, those who show this love to their teacher also 
learn to love others as well. Humility, love, and gentleness are engendered on both sides ohnChr). 
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cubits, and on the north side two thousand | He is a murderer. So let the murderer pe — 
cubits; and the city in the middle of this | put to death. The avenger of blood shall kill 
shall be for you, and the contiguous areas | the murderer when he meets him, 

of the cities. °You shall also give the Levites 22 However, if anyone should shove 
six cities of refuge, which you will give | someone unexpectedly, but not because of 
them for a manslayer to flee there; and you | enmity, or throw any tool at him, but not 
Shall also give them forty-two cities in | from an ambush, Zor is working with any 
addition to these. 7So all the cities you shall stone by which that one could die, and he | 


give the Levites shall be forty-eight, along | threw it at him unknowingly, and that one 
with their grazing lands. 8Now concerning | dies, but he was not his enemy, nor was he 
the cities you shall give the Levites from | seeking to harm him, 24then the congrega- 
the possession of the children of Israel: | tion shall judge between the manslayer and 
from the larger tribes you shall give many | the avenger of blood based on these judg- | 
cities, and from the smaller ones you shall | ments. 25S0o the congregation shall deliver 
give fewer. In proportion to its inheritance, | the manslayer from the avenger of blood. 
each tribe shall give from its inheritance | and the congregation shall return him to 
some of its cities to the Levites.” the city of refuge where he fled; and he 


shail live there until the high priest whom 


m Cities of Refuge m they anointed with the holy oil should die. 
| 
| 


"Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, | 26R yt if the manslayer should go outside the 


“Speak to the children of Isracl, and say | boundaries of the city where he fled, and 


to them, “You shall cross the Jordan into the | the avenger of blood should find him out- 
land of Canaan, land you shall separate | | 


cities for yourselves to be cities of refuge, | and the avenger of blood kills the 
for any manslayer who kills someone in- | manslayer, he is not liable. 28So let him live 
voluntarily to flee there. !*These shall be | in his city of refuge until the high priest 


cities of refuge for you from the avenger of | should die; then after the death of the high 
blood, that the manslayer may not die until | priest the manslaver shall return to the 


he stands before the congregation for judg- | land of his possession. 29So these things 
ment. 'So the cities you give shall be six | shall be ordinances of judgment for you 


cities of refuge for you. '*You shall desig- | throughout your generations in all your 
nate three cities beyond the Jordan and | dwelling places. 


three cities in the land of Canaan. These | 30-Whoever takes a life, the murdere! 
cities shall be places of refuge for the chil- | shall be put to death on the testimony 0 
dren of Israel, and for the resident alien | witnesses: but a single witness is not suffi- 
and the sojourner among you, that anyone | cient testimony for the death penalty. 
who kills someone involuntarily may flee | 31Moreover, you shall accept no ransom fo! 
there as a place of refuge. But if anyone | the life of a murderer subject to the death 
should strike someone with an iron tool, | penalty, for he shall be put to death. °2Als0 
and that one dies, he is a murderer; so let | you shall accept no ransom from one who 
the murderer be put to death. '’Also if any- | fled to one of the cities of refuge, that hé 
one should strike someone with a stone | may again return to dwell in the land bè 
from his hand by which that one could die, | fore the death of the high priest. 3390 yo 
and that one does die, he is a murderer; so | shall not defile with murder the land 2 
let the murderer be put to death. '*Or if | which you dwell: for blood defiles the land, 
anyone should strike someone with a | and there is no atonement for the land fron 
wooden tool by which that one could die, | the blood shed on it, except by the blood 0 
and that one does die, he is a murderer; so | him who shed it. 3tTherefore do not deft? 
let the murderer be put to death, The | the land on which you dwell and on W 
avenger of blood himself shall kill the mur- | | shall pitch My tabernacle among you: 
derer; and whenever he meets him, he shall | 1 am the Lord who tabernacles among 
kill him. 2°Or if anyone should shove some; | children of Israel. ” 

one because of enmity, or should throw any 
tool at him from an ambush, and that one | 
dies, 2/or if anyone should strike someone 
in anger with his hand, and that one dies, 
let the one who killed him be put to death. 


side the boundaries of his city of refuge, 


E 
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~ Inheritance Laws for Women q 

6 Now the rulers from the tribe of ae 

3 sons of Gilead, the son of Mac 6 
the son of Manasseh, from the tribe of 











sons of Joseph, came near and spoke 
before Moses and Eleazar the priest and 
before the rulers of the paternal houses of 
the children of Israel. 2So they said, “The 
Lord commanded our lord to give the land 
of the inheritance by lot to the sons of 
Israel, and the Lord ordered our lord to 
give the inheritance of our brother 
Zelophehad to his daughters. 3Now if they 
should marry someone from the tribes of 
the sons of Israel, their allotment would 
be taken from the possession of our 
fathers, and be added to the inheritance 
of the tribe into which they marry; so it 
would be taken from the portion of our 
inheritance. *But if the Remission of the 
children of Israel should come, their 
inheritance would be added to the inheri- 








tance of the tribe into which they marry; | 
and their inheritance would be taken 
away from the inheritance of our father’s | 


tribe.” 


Israel through the ordinance of the Lord, 
saying, “Thus speaks the tribe of the sons 
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saying, ‘Let them marry whom they think 
best, but they may marry only within their 
father’s tribe. 7So the inheritance for the 
children of Israel shall not go around from 
tribe to tribe, because each of the sons of 


Israel shall be attached to the inheritance 


of his father’s tribe. 2And every daughter 


who enters upon an inheritance in any 
tribe of the children of Israel shall marry 
“someone from her father’s tribe, that each 


of the sons of Israel may possess his pater- 
nal inheritance. Thus no inheritance shall 
go around from one tribe to another, but 
each of the sons of Israel shall be attached 
to his own inheritance.” !°So in the manner 
the Lord ordered Moses, the daughters of 
Zelophehad did; !!and Tirzah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, Noah, and Mahlah, the daughters 
of Zelophehad, married their cousins. 
They were married into the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheri- 
tance remained in the tribe of their father’s 


‘Then Moses commanded the children of | family. 


i3These are the commandments, the ordi- 
nances, and the judgments the Lord com- 


of Joseph. This is the word the Lord orders | manded by the hand of Moses, west of 
concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, | Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho. 
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22, 24) and by the. tradition and consensus of Israel and. the Church. rile a 
ik RA 
Da A are This book is dated r neat the = of Moses’ fife before the entrance e ingl 
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Major fend ‘God wilh all c our l heart ari h (see 6: 5). This 4 isa 
call to commitment to ‘the Lord’in worship’ and obedience. Moses” second al 
address (chs. 4—26) is the heart of this message. ‘Another emphasis that is fit 
introduced in this book is the. specific: loc ation, Jerusalem, in which wor hip 

of the Lord is to take place. Moses frequently” repeats the theme of reward for | 
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keeping the covenant and punishment for 1 jeuoring it. re a 








Background—The book was written in the territory of Moab where the stall 
a Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea. The end of Mosés’ life- is imminent. vaa 
He has given his final addresses, transferred his authority to Joshua, and is" oo 
sending the Israelites into the promised land. Their nomadic lifestyle is about | 
to end, and Moses has prepared them for life in Canaan. The narrative of 
Moses to the people of Israel has a different tenor now; the Book of | 
Deuteronomy, which means the ‘ ‘second lawgiving,” comes from Moses’ 


heart in a warm, personal, homiletic form as compared to his other books. 
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A _DEUTERONOMY 1:20 


œ~ Moses’ Instructions «= today, as the stars of heaven in multitude. 

Now these are the words Moses spoke | !!May the Lord God of your fathers make 
l to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the | you a thousand times more numerous than 
desert, in the plain opposite Suph, between | you are, and bless you, just as He said. 
Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and | 2How can I alone bear your labors, your 
Dizahab.* “It is eleven days’ journey from | burdens, and your lawsuits? 3Choose wise, 
Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh understanding, and knowledgeable men 
Barnea. from among your tribes, and I will make 

“Now it came to pass in the fortieth year, | them leaders over you.’t 
in the eleventh month, on the first day of | !4“Then you answered me and said, ‘The 
the month, Moses spoke to the sons of Is- | thing you told us to do is good. 5So T took 
rael according to all the Lord gave him as | from you wise, understanding, and knowl- 
commandments to them,t ‘after he killed | edgeable men and made them leaders over 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who. dwelt in | you: leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of 
Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who fifties, and of tens; judges to interpret the 
| 











dwelt at Ashtaroth in Edrei. "Beyond the | law for you. 

Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to '®“Then I commanded your judges at that 
explain this law, saying,t “The Lord our | time, saying, ‘Hear the cases between your 
God spoke to us in Horeb, saying, “You | brethren, and judge righteously between a 
have dwelt long enough at this mountain. | man and his brother or the resident alien 
“Turn and take your journey and go to the | with him.t '7You shall not show partiality in 
mountain of the Amorites, to all the neigh- | judgment: you shall judge the small and the 
boring places in the Arabah, in the moun- | great: you shall not Shrink before any 
tains and in the plain, to the south and on | man’s presence, for the judgment is God’s. 
the seacoast, to the land of the Canaanites, | The case too hard for you, bring to me, and 
and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, | I will hear it’ t8So I commanded you at that 
the River Euphrates. 8Behold, I am deliver- | time all the words you should do. 

ing the land in your presence; go in and in- 
herit the land I swore to your fathers—to meee maples Sent Out 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—to give it tọ So we departed from Horeb, and went 





them and their seed after them’ through all that great and fearful desert 
| 3 you saw on the way to the mountains of the 
œ Judges Appointed 7 Amorite, as the Lord our God commanded 


*“So I spoke to you at that time, saying, ‘I | us. Then we came to Kadesh Barnea. 
alone am not able to bear you. The Lord | 2°Then I said to you, ‘You have come to the 
your God multiplied you, and here you are | mountains of the Amorite, which the Lord 






1:1 The statement, these are the words, refers to the words Moses spoke in Exodus, Leviticus, and Num- 
bers. They were spoken in the desert during the thirty-nine-year period after Israel left Egypt. 
1:3 In the eleventh month of the fortieth year, Moses spoke the contents of Deuteronomy, “beyond the 
Jordan in the land of Moab” (v. 5), He spoke the words the Lord gave him to speak. The Lord is the Son 
of God, “who built the house” (Heb 3:3). Moses was “faithful in all His house as a servant," but the Son 
IS “over His own house” (Heb 3:5, 6). et) E 
1:5 In Deuteronomy, Moses began to explain the'Law he had already given in the previous three books. 
The word Deuteronomy means “a second law." The book contains no new set of laws. It is called 
“a second law” because it especially emphasizes the spirit of the Law, so as to stress the importance of 
Israel's obedience and thankfulness to God from the heart, 
1:13 The chosen leaders were to be wise, understanding, and knowledgeable. These three traits should 
also characterize leaders in the Church: “Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the 
word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct" (Heb 13:7). 
1:16, 17 These leaders were to judge righteously by being impartial in their judgments. They were not 
to be'partial to the first testimony they might hear. Impartial judgment means hearing all sides before 
Judging the case. Judgment should be made with “wisdom, understanding, and knowledge” (v. 13); 
otherwise, the judgment made would be prejudiced. | | | | 
_5t. Basil the Great made reference to v. 17 in writing to a certain bishop who had formed a preju- 
diced judgment against him: “But truly, you have suffered the fate of all who fail to inquire into the ~ 
Nature of the'circumstances and into the truth. You showed partiality by forgetting the exhortation: ~ 
You shall not show partiality in judgment.” HUT | mud its Beh (P95 
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our God is giving us. Behold, the Lord 
your God is delivering the land to you in 
your presence; go up and take it as an in- 
heritance, in the manner the Lord God of 
your fathers spoke to you; do not fear or be 
afraid.’ 2?Then every one of you came near 
me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, 
and let them spy out the land for us and re- 
port back to us the way we should go up in 
it, and the cities into which we should 
come.’ 

23°The plan pleased me well; so I took 
twelve of your men, one man from each 
tribe. 24Then they departed and went up 
into the mountain, and came to the Valley 
of Eshcol, and surveyed it. “They also took 
some of the fruit of the land in their hands 
and brought it down to us; and said, ‘the 
land the Lord our God gives us is good,’ 

26“Nevertheless you would not go up, but 
disobeyed the word of the Lord your God;t 
2Ziand you murmured in your tents, and 
said, ‘Because the Lord hates us, He 
brought us out of the land of Egypt to de- 
liver us into the hands of the Amorites, to 
destroy us. “8Where can we go up? Our 
brethren caused our heart to revolt, saying, 





“The people are great and tall and stronger 
than we; and the cities are great and forti- | 


fied up to heaven; moreover, we saw the 
sons of giants there.” ’ 

29“Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terrified 
or afraid of them.t The Lord your God, 
who. goes before your face, He will fight 
them with you in all things, as He did for 
you in Egypt 2/and in this desert, where you 
saw how the Lord your God carried you, as 
a man carries his son, in all the way you 
went until you came to this place.’ Yet, in 
all this matter, you did not believe the Lord 
your God, who went in the way before 


212, 











you to choose a place for you, leading yoy 


with the fire by night and the cloud by day | 


and showing you the road, that you might 
travel it. 


u [srael’s Rebellion Is Punished .~ 


34“So the Lord heard the sound of your 
words and was provoked to wrath, and 
took an oath, saying, **Not one of these 
men shall see this good land I swore to give 
their fathers 2except Caleb the son of Je- 


phunneh; he will see it, and to him and his — 
sons I give the land on which he walked, — 


because he is attached to the things of the 
Lord.’ °7The Lord was also angry with me 
for your sakes, saying, ‘Even you shall not 
enter there. *8Joshua the son of Nun, who 
stands before you, he will enter there. En- 
courage him, for he will cause Israel to in- 
herit it. °’Thus every young child who today 
has no knowledge of good or evil, they will 
enter there; to them I will give it, and they 
will have it as an inheritance. 4#But as for 
you, turn and camp in the desert road to- 
wards the Red Sea’ ` 

4“Then you answered and said to me, 
‘We sinned before the Lord our God; we 
will go up and fight, just as the Lord our 
God commanded us.’ So when every one of 
you girded on his weapons of war and as- 
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sembled together, you went up into the — 


mountain.t 

42°Then the Lord said to me, ‘Tell them, 
“Do not go up or fight, for I am not with 
you; lest you be crushed before your ene 
mies.” ’ 4S0 I spoke to you; yet you would 


not listen, but transgressed the word of the — 


Lord and presumptuously went up into the 


mountain. “Then the Amorite who dwelt in 


that mountain came out against you, an 
chased you as bees do, and wounded you 





1:26-28 Israel disobeyed the Lord's word because they revolted in their heart and murmured in their 
tents. The Law was not the problem, nor the cause of their rebellion. An unbelieving heart was the 
cause (Heb 3:7-11, 19). They judged by outward appearance (we saw the sons of giants there), rather 
than by faith in the Lord and His word, “For we walk by faith, not by sight" (2Co 5:7). 

1:29-33 Their unbelieving heart was not to be cowardly (terrified or afraid), The fear of God produces 
courage, but the generation that came out of Egypt feared what they saw—taller and physically 
stronger people, large fortified cities, and even sons of giants (v. 28). Yet the Lord provided abundant 
evidence to encourage their faith, such as leading them with the fire by night and the cloud by day 


(v. 33), 


Hades shall not prevail” (Mt 16:18). 


1:41-45 The generation that came out of Egypt did not believe the Lord when He said to go up an 


take the land, nor did they believe Him when He said not to go up. They rejected enlightened faith, 


accepted blind faith. Such is the deceitfulness of unbelief. 


The fire and the cloud foreshadowed the Incarnation of the Son. For the cloud speaks of the Mother 
of God, and the fire of the Son conceived in her womb, The Church believes in the 
His holy Mother, This faith is the rock on which the Church stands, and against which 


Incarnate Son and IN 

“the gates of 
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from Seir to Hormah. “Then you 





sat down 
and wept before the Lord, but the Lord 
would not listen to your voice nor pay at- 
tention to you. *So you encamped in 


Kadesh many days, according to the days- 


you spent there. 


= The Years in the Desert .= | 


| “So we turned and journeyed on the 

/ desert road along the Red Sea, as the 
Lord spoke to me, and we encircled Mount 
Seir for many days. 2Then the Lord spoke 
to me, saying, *‘Let your encircling of this 
mountain be sufficient; therefore, turn 
northward. *Also command. the people, 
saying, “You are about to pass through the 


boundaries of your brethren, the sons of 
Esau, who live in Seir; and they will be | 
afraid of you and will be in exceeding | 


dread of you.t ‘Do not engage them in war, 
for I will not give you any of their land, no, 
not so much as one footstep, iecause | gave 
Mount Seir to the sons of Esau.as an inher- 
itance. You shall buy food from them with 
money, that you may eat; and you shall also 
buy water by the measure from them with 
money, that you may drink. ’For the Lord 
your God blessed you in all the work of 
your hands. Consider how you crossed that 
great and fearful desert. Behold, these forty 


years the Lord your God was with you, and | 


you lacked nothing.” ’t 

“Then we passed beyond our brethren 
the sons of Esau, who dwell in Seir, along 
the road of the Arabah from Elath and 
Ezion Geber; and we turned and passed 


along the desert road toward Moab. °Then | 


the Lord said to me, ‘Do not be at enmity 
with Moab, or wage war with them, for I 
will not give you any of their land as an in- 
heritance, because I gave Ar to the sons of 











2:4 Esau was the twin brother of Jacob. Both were sons of Isaac, the son of Abraham. Therefore, the 
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Lot to inherit.” ” !°(The Emim dwelt there in 


times past, a people as great and numerous 
and strong as the Anakim. !!They were also 
regarded as Raphain, like the Anakim, but 
the Moabites call them Emim. !2The Horite 
formerly dwelt in Seir, but the sons of Esau 
rooted them out and destroyed them from 
before their face, and dwelt in their place, 
in the manner Israel did in the land of their 
inheritance, which the Lord gave them.) 
13 ‘Now rise, break camp and cross over 
the Valley of Zered.’ So we crossed over the 
Valley of Zered. \4So the days we took to 


come from Kadesh Barnea until we crossed 


over the Valley of Zered were thirty-eight 
years, until all the generation of the men of 
war died out of the camp, as the Lord swore 
to them. For the hand of the Lord was on 
them, to destroy them out of the camp until 


they were consumed. 


16*So it was, when all the men of war 
died from the midst of the people, "then 
the Lord spoke to me, saying, '8‘Today you 
Shall pass by the borders of Moab at Seir, 
and you shall draw near the sons of Am- 
mon, but do not be at enmity with them or 
wage war with them, for I will not give you 
any land of the sons of Ammon as an inher- 
itance, because I gave it to the sons of Lot 
as an inheritance.’ ” 2°(Formerly, it was also 
regarded as the land of the Raphain, for the 
Raphain dwelt upon it. But the Ammonites 


call them Zamzummim, 2!a people great 


and numerous and stronger than you, just 
as the Anakim. But the Lord destroyed 
them before their face; and they dispos- 
sessed them and dwelt in their place to this 
day; *2just as they did for the sons of Esau, 
who dwelt in Seir, when they destroyed the 
Horites from before their face. They dispos- 
sessed them and dwelt in their place to this 





sons of Esau were called Israel's brethren. They were brethren according to the flesh. 

Being brethren according to the flesh qualified neither the sons of Israel (Jacob) nor the sons of Esau 
to be the children of God, “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children because 
they are the seed of Abraham” (Rom 9:6, 7). Both Jacob and Esau were the seed of Abraham according 
to the flesh. But this did not mean they were the children of God. 

On what basis are people the children of God? The basis is “the word of promise” (Rom 9:9). The 
Promise was the word of faith given Abraham concerning the birth of Isaac, which word he believed, | 
for he was strong in faith, giving glory to God (Rom 4), But those among the children of Israel or the 
children of Esau who rejected this faith would not be the children of God. 

2:7 The generation that died in the desert had no excuse for not believing the Lord, nor did the new 
generation about to enter the land of promise. For the Lord blessed them over the forty-year period in 


Spite of their unbelief. They lacked nothing. 


God's gracious promise in the Gospel of Christ either saves people or makes them hard and stubborn. 
Yet this hardness and stubbornness is of their own free will, for He never forces anyone to respond in — 
faith. But He does make them the offer of peace. ey a cert | 
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as far as Gaza—the Cappadocians, who 
came from Cappadocia, destroyed them 
and dwelt in their place.) 

24“ ‘Now therefore, rise, break camp, and 
travel along the Arnon Valley. Behold, I give 
into your hands Sihon the Amorite, king of 
Heshbon, and his land. Enter your inheri- 
tance and engage him in war. 2°On this day, 
begin to put the dread and fear of you upon 
the face of all nations under heaven, who 


when they hear the report of you, they will | 


tremble and be in anguish because of your 
presence, 


=. Israel Victorious over King Sihon = 

26“So I] sent ambassadors from the Kede- 
moth Desert to Sihon king of Heshbon with 
words of peace, saying, 27‘Let 
through your land; I will keep strictly te the | 
road, and | will turn neither to the right nor 
to the left. 2®You shall sell me food for 
money so I may eat, and sell me water for 
money so I may drink; only let me pass 
through on foot, "just as the sons of Esau, 
who dwell in Seir, and the Moabites, who 
dwell in Ar, did for me, until I cross the Jor- 
dan to the land the Lord our God is giving 
us. “But Sihon king of Heshbon would not 


let us pass through, for the Lord our God | 


hardened his spirit and made his heart 
stubborn, that He might deliver him into 
your hands, as on this day. 3!Then the Lord 
said to me, ‘Behold, I have begun to give Si- 
hon and his land over to you. Begin to in- 
herit his land.’ “4So Sihon and all his people 
came out to engage us in war at Jahaz. 
33But the Lord our God delivered him over 
to us; so we defeated him, his sons, and all 
his people. **We conquered all his cities at 


that time, and we utterly destroyed every 


city, one after the other, and we did not 
leave their women and children alive. 35We 
took only the cattle as plunder for our- 
selves, along with the spoil of the cities. 
J46From Aroer on the bank of the Arnon 
River, and from the city in the ravine, as far 
as the mountain of Gilead, there was not 
one city that escaped us; the Lord our God 
delivered them all into our hands. *7Only 
we did not go into the land of the sons of 
Ammon—anywhere along the Jabbok 
River, or to the cities of the mountains, as 
the Lord our God commanded us, 


æ, Israel Defeats King Og m 


i “Then we turned and went up the road 
to Bashan; and Og king of Bashan 


aes Heshbon, 
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day. Also the Avim, who dwelt in villages 





came rout avainstit us, : ne atia all his people 
to battle at Edrei. 2And the Lord said to me, 
‘Do not fear him, for I delivered him and all 


his people and all his land into your hands; 


you shall do to him as you did to Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who dwelt at 


Heshbon.’ *So the Lord our God delivered | 


Og king of Bashan into our hands and all 
his people, and we struck him until none of 
his seed remained. *Also at that time we 
conquered all his cities; there was not a city 
we did not take from them: sixty cities, all 
the region of Argob, the kingdom of O¢ in 
Bashan. *All these cities were fortified with 
high walls, gates, and bars, besides a great 
many cities of the Perizzites. 6We utterly 
destroyed them, as we did Sihon king of 
utterly destroying every city, one 
after the other, and the women and chil- 
dren. 7But all the cattle and spoil of the 
cities we took as booty for ourselves. 

8“At that time we also took the land from 
the hands of the two kings of the Amorites 
beyond the Jordan, from the Arnon River to 


‚Mount Hermon %the Sidonians call Her- 


mon Sirion, and the Amorite calls it Senir); 
all the cities of the plain, all Gilead; and 
all Bashan, as far as Salcah and Edrei, 
cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. For 
only Og king of Bashan remained of the 
Rephaim. Indeed his bedstead was an iron 
bedstead. Behold, it is in the citadel of the 
sons of Ammon. Nine cubits is its length 
and four cubits its width, measured by the 
forearm of a man. 


s The Tribes East of Jordan = — 
'2“So we inherited this land at that time 
from Aroer, by the Arnon River, and half 
the mountain of Gilead; and I gave his 
cities to Reuben and Gad. !8The rest 0f 
Gilead and all Bashan, the kingdom of O8: 
I gave to half the tribe of Manasseh. (All the 


region of Argob, all that Bashan, will Dé 
reckoned as the land of the Rephaim. "Jait 


the son of Manasseh took all the region of 
Argob, as far as the borders of the Geshu: 
rites and the Maachathites, and call 


——— rr 


Bashan after his own name, Havoth Jair, © | 


this day.) 


“Also I gave Gilead to Machir, INOW. to 
Reuben and Gad I gave from Gilead as 
as the Arnon River, the middle of the river 
as the border, and as far as: the Jabb0* 
River, the border of the sons of Ammo? 
land the Arabah and the Jordan are th! 
border stretching from Machanarath dow 
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to the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, to 
Pisgah in the east. : 
i8“Then I commanded you at that time, 
saying, ‘The Lord your God gave you this 
land as an inheritance. All you men of valor 
shall cross over armed before your 
brethren, the sons of Israel. !8But your | 
wives, your children, and your cattle (I 
know you have much cattle) will stay in the 
cities I gave you, 2°until the Lord your God 
gives rest to your brethren as to you, and 
they also inherit the land the Lord our God 
is giving them beyond the Jordan. Then 
each may return to the inheritance I gave | 
you.’ 





more to Me of this matter. “Go up to the 
top of the stony mountain and lift your eyes 
toward the sea, the north wind, the south 
wind, and the sunrise; behold it with your 
eyes, for you will not cross over this Jor- 
dan. 28But command Joshua, strengthen 
him and encourage him; for he will go over 
before this people, and he will cause them 
to inherit the land you see.’t 2950 we stayed 
in' the valley opposite Beth Peor. 


=. Moses Urges Israel to Obey 7- 
| 4. “Now, O Israel, listen to the ordi- 
| nances and judgments I teach you 
today to observe, that you may live and 
become numerous and inherit the land the 
Lord God of your fathers is giving you. 
“You shall not add to the word I command 
time, saying, “Your eyes saw all the Lord | you, nor take from it, that you may Keep 
our God did to these two kings; so will the | the commandments of the Lord your God, 
Lord our God do fo ail the kingdoms | all that I command you today.t Your eyes 
through which you pass. *“You must not | Saw all the things the Lord our God did at 
fear them, for the Lord’ our God Himself | Baal Peor; for the Lord your God 
fights for you. 22Then I pleaded with the | destroyed from among you all the men 
Lord at that time, saying, 24°O Lord, O Lord, | who followed Baal of Peor. *But you who 
You have begun to show Your servant Your | held fast to the Lord your God are alive 
strength and power and Your mighty hand | today, every one of you. 
and outstretched arm, for what god is there | “Surely I taught you ordinances and 
in heaven or on earth who can do anything | judgments, as the Lord commanded me, 
like Your works and Your mighty deeds? | that you should act according to them in 
Let me cross over and see this good land, | the land you go to inherit.t "Therefore be 
this good mountain, and Antilebanon.’ careful to observe them; for this is your 
“But the Lord disregarded me on your.| wisdom and your understanding in the 
account, and would not listen to me. So the | sight of the Gentiles, who will hear all these 
Lord said to me, ‘Enough of that. Speak no | ordinances and, say, ‘Surely this great 


-—- Moses Cannot Enter the Land v= 
21“Then I commanded Joshua at that 











3:28 The name Joshua in the Hebrew language of the Old Testament was translated into the Greek 

language as Jesus. This was true in the Greek Old Testament as well as in the New. This name means, 

“The Lord is salvation.” | È : 

_ Thus, the Jesus or Joshua of the Old Testament was a type of Jesus in the New. He was a type of Jesus 

in that he will cause them to inherit the land of Canaan, But Joshua was unable to give Israel rest in 

their souls (Heb 4:8). However, the Lord Jesus said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 

laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy'and My.burden is light" (Mt 11:28-30)-* 

Therefore, the Lord Jesus /s salvation. | (1: JUN 

4:2 This statement by Moses is a commandment regarding God's commandments—a warning not to 

add to or take from them. This commandment is a warning against the traditions of men. In 

themselves, traditions are good, but the traditions of men are those that contradict and nullify the 

teachings of Scripture. Isaiah prophesied about the Jews of Jesus’ day, who would “teach as doctrines 

the commandments of men” (Is 29:13; Mt 15:1-9). Jesus called these “the tradition of men” (Mk 7:8). 

But the traditions handed down in the Church by Christ and the apostles are to be kept and honored 

1Co 11:2; 2Th 2:15; 3:6). 4 | 

4:5 God's commandments in the Old Testament were'to be taught and acted upon. Moses acted upon 

them, then taught them to others. This is the proper order: first keep them, then teach them. Those 
ught are then responsible to do them, for learning but not doing contradicts the teachings ~ - 
Emselves, The same order holds in the New Testament commandments. For in the Sermon on the » 

“ount, the Lord said that whoever “does and teaches" His commandments “shall be called great in the 

“INgdom of heaven” (Mt 5:19). Therefore, “does and teaches” is the proper order. i335} 
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nation is a wise and understanding peo- | Commandments, which He commanded 
ple.t 7For what great nation is there that | you to perform; and He wrote them on two 
has God so near to it, as the Lord our God | tablets of stone.t 

is to us, for whatever reason we may Call =~ Avoid Idolatry > 


upon Him?t : 
3 a as aN 
*“Also, what great nation is there that has ti ie 5 S oa RETA atid fue 


such ordinances and righteous judgments | ~~ ) 
as are in all this law I set before you today? | Ments, so you might observe them in the 
*Only take heed to yourself and diligently | 274 you are crossing over to inherit. So 

| be careful to guard your souls, for you saw 


guard your soul, lest you forget all the | | 

things your eyes saw, and lest they depart Metoh on che e aie 
from your heart all the days. of your life; the fire. 16Do not act lawlessly and make 
and you shall teach them to your sons and for yourselves a carved form of any image: 
the sons of your sons,’ 'Yespecially con: | the likeness of male or female, "the like- 
cerning the day you stood before the Lord | ness of any cattle on the earth, or the like- 
your God in Horeb on the day ot assembly. | ness of any winged bird that flies under 
when the Lord Said to me, ‘Gait er he neogo- heaven, l8the likeness of anything that 
ple to Me and let them hear My wo:G5. SO | creeps on the ground, or the likeness of any 
they may learn to fear Me all the days they | fish in the waters beneath the earth. 

live on the earth, and may teach their sons. I9“Also do not act lawlessly when you lift 
Then you came near and stood at the foot | your eyes to heaven and see the sun, the 
of the mountain, and the mountain burned moon, and the stars, all the adornment of 
with fire to the midst of heaven, with dark- heaven, and you thus go astray and wor- 
ness, gloom, storm, and a great voice. The | ship and serve them, which the Lord your 
Lord spoke to you from the midst of the | God assigned to all the nations under 
fire. You heard the sound of the words, but | heaven.t 2°But the Lord took you and 
Saw no form; you only heard a voice.t !3So | brought you out of the iron furnace, from 
He declared to you His covenant, the Ten | Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as 
SIAE IRE ea Aiea Neale OE TE eee rd Eo aA ee Ee AU Nee Dee teen 


4:6 He who “does and teaches” has wisdom and understanding, which will convert the Gentiles to the 
true God, To teach but not do would be hypocrisy in their sight, and rightly so. | 
4:7 God was near to Israel, which is proper to say in the relationship between the Creator and the cree 
tures to whom He is near. But such a statement could never be made regarding the Son in relation to 
the Father. God is never said to be “near Him,” for as He said to the apostle Philip, “| am in the Father, 
and the Father in Me” (Jn 14:10). He is “in,” not “near to.” Therefore, the Son is not a creature 
(AthanG). Rather, he is “God of God” and “one in essence with the Father” (Creed). Both His words and 
His works proved this (Jn 14:11). | 
4:9 The children of Israel were to diligently guard their soul, lest their hearts should depart from the 
Lord's commandments. The generation that came out of Egypt let down their guard and fell into unbe- 
lief. Consequently, they died in the desert. | 

The Scripture says, “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Heb 4:7). The word 
“today” indicates that as long as we are alive, we have the hope of recovering from our fall (JohnChr): 
4:12, 15-18 The divine nature has no form; only creatures have form. Therefore, no form was to be 
made by Israel as representing God's essence. To worship any form that supposedly depicted God's na- 
ture would be idolatry. But the nations that surrounded Israel worshiped forms as though they were 
God, 
The Lord did instruct Israel to use certain forms in worship; however, these forms, such as those in the 
tabernacle, were not objects of worship. They did not depict the divine nature in any sense. Rather, l 
they were honored as holy because they foreshadowed the Incarnation and the Church, Similarly, the 
Church uses images or icons in worship, but neither do these depict the divine nature. They are not 
jects of worship. Rather, they speak of the Incarnation and the angels and saints. The honor paid to 


these images passes to the ones honored. 
is com- 


4:13 The Ten Commandments were written on stone tablets. But now the Holy Spirit writes HI 
mandments on the tablets of our hearts (2Co 3:1-3). | He 
4:19 Nor was Israel to worship the forms in the heavens, such as the sun, the moon, and the ae 

the Lord assigned these to all the nations under heaven for their well-being. These things reveal spe! 
glory of God and “His eternal power and Godhead" (Rom 1:20). But the nations turned them imtos ge 


jects of worship, and thus fell away from the truth into all kinds of sin and corruption. 
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you are this day. 2!Furthermore, the Lord 
was angry with me about what you said, 
and swore I would not'cross over the Jor- 
dan and enter the land the Lord your God 
is giving you as an inheritance. 22But I am 
going to die in this land, thus I am not go- 
ing to cross over this Jordan; but you will 
cross over and inherit this good land. 
23Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget 
the covenant the Lord your God made with 
you and make for yourselves a carved form 
of anything, concerning which the Lord 
your God forbade you. 24For the Lord your 
God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.t 
“Tf you beget sons and the sons of sons 
and dwell a long time in the land, and act 
lawlessly and make:a carved form of any- 
thing, and do evil in the sight of the Lord 
your God to provoke Him to-anger, 2°] call 
heaven and earth to witness to you today 
that you will be utterly destroyed from the 
land you are crossing over the, Jordan: to 
inherit. You will not live long on it, but will 
be utterly annihilated? 27Then the Lord 
will scatter you among all the nations, and 
you will be left few in number among the 
nations where the Lord will bring you. 
There you will serve different gods, the 
works of men’s hands, wood and stone, 
which neither see, hear, eat, nor smell. 
22But from there you. will seek the Lord 
your God, and you will find Him when you 
seek Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul in your tribulation; and all 
these words will find you at the end of 
days, when you turn to the Lord your God 
and obey His voice; 2!for the Lord your 
God is a merciful God. He will not forsake 
you nor annihilate you, nor forget the 
covenant of your fathers, which He swore 
to them. 
32“For ask now concerning former days, 
before your day, in which God created man 
on the earth, and ask from, one end of 
heaven to the other whether any great 


ey Se ae s “burning” (GrgTheo; JohnDm). Thus, , 
424 Onammeaningial Hemana Fans on + T in the repentant: He cleanses them with 


hem His water of life, which quenches their thirst that once 
and His kingdom (AmbM). | 
AthanG; JohnChr; GrgTheo), 


fire (see also Heb 12:29), and He burns up 
His purifying fire (AthanG), He also gives t 
burned with sins, but now yearns for Him 
4:26 The witnesses in heaven are the holy angels ( 
4:35 There is only one God, 
God is a name indicating the 
in three Persons—the Father, the Son, 
4:39 Since God is in heaven above and o 
possibly exist. For He is everywhere prese 


is uncircumscribed. The true God exists outside creation, for not 


tains all things in Himself, and is present everywhere. 


IN We 


e there is only one divine essence or | hic F 
ERT (GrgTheo; JohnDm; AthanG). This undivided essence exists 
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thing like this has happened, or anything 
like it has been heard. Did any people 
ever hear the voice of the living God speak- 
ing from the midst of the fire, in the man- 
ner you heard, and live? #4Or did God ever 
try to go and take for Himself a nation from 
the midst of another nation, in testing, 
signs, wonders, and war, and by a mighty 
hand and outstretched arm, and by great 
visions, according to all the Lord your God 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35To 
you it was shown that you might know the 
Lord your God is God; there is none other 
besides Him.t Out of heaven He let you 
hear His voice, that He might instruct you; 
and on earth He showed you His great fire, 
and you heard His words from the midst of 
the fire. “Because He loved your fathers, 
therefore, He chose you their seed after 
them; and He brought you out of Egypt 
with His great strength, *8destroying from 
before your face nations greater and might- 
ier than you, to bring you in, to give you 
their land as an inheritance, as you have it 
today. 2°Therefore know today and bear in 
mind, the Lord your God, this God, is in 
heaven above and on the earth beneath; 
there is no other besides Him. #°You shall 
therefore guard His ordinances and His 
commandments I command you today that 
it may be well with you and with your sons 
after you, and may prolong your days in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you to 
guard all the time.” 


m, Cities of Refuge 7> 


41Then Moses set apart three cities be- 
yond the Jordan, toward the rising of the 
sun, 42so the manslayer who kills his neigh- 
bor without foreknowledge, without hating 
him previously, might flee into one of these 
cities and live there; #Bezer in the desert 
on the plateau for Reuben, Ramoth in 
Gilead for Gad, and Golan in Bashan for 


Manasseh. | 





He is called a consuming 


nature, which is undivided. For 


and the Holy Spirit. Moses believed this, and so. does the Church. 
n the earth beneath, that is, in all creation, no other god could 
nt and fills all things. There is no room for another, because He 


hing can contain Him; rather, He con- 


ST 
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~ The Law of Moses s> before My face. *You shall not make fo, 
Now this is the law Moses set before | yourself an image, neither any likeness of | 
the sons of Israel. “These are the testi- | anything in heaven above, or inthe earth 
monies, the ordinances, and the judgments | beneath, or in the waters under the earth; 
Moses spoke to the sons of Israel in the | "you shall not bow down to them nor serve 
desert after they came out of Egypt, “be- | them, because I am the Lord your God, a 
yond the Jordan, in the valley near Beth | jealous God, repaying the sins of the fa- 
Peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amo- | thers upon the children to the third and 
rites, who dwelt in Heshbon, whom Moses | fourth generation of those who hate Met | 
and the children of Israel defeated after | “but showing mercy to thousands who love 
they came out of Egypt. “So they inherited | Me and keep My commandments. | 
his land and the land of Og king of Bashan, | “You shall not take ‘the name of the 
two kings of the Amorites, beyond the Jor- | Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
dan toward the rising of the sun. 48from cleanse him who takes His name in vain. 
Aroer, which is on the bank ofthe Arnon | ‘Observe the Sabbath day to keep it 
River, even to Mount Sion (that is, Her- | holy,'as the Lord your God commanded 
mon), and all the Arabah beyond the Jor- | You." Six days you shall labor and do all 
dan toward the rising of the sun, below | your works, “but the seventh’ day is the | 
Asedoth hewn in the rock. Sabbath to the Lord your God. In ‘it you 
Shall do no work—you, your son and your 
daughter, your male servant, your female — 
Now Moses called all Israel, and said to | servant, your ox, your donkey, and all of 
them, “Hear, O Israel, the ordinances | your cattle, and your resident alien 
and the judgments I speak in your hearing | dwelling among you; that your male ser- 
on this day, and you shall learn them and | vant and your female servant may rest as 
be careful to do them. ?The Lord our God | well ‘as’ you. 'SRemember, you were a ser- 
made a covenant with you in Horeb: ®The | vant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your 
Lord did not make this covenant with your | God brought you out from there by a 
fathers, but with you, all of you alive here | mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; 
today. *The Lord spoke to you face to face | therefore, the Lord your God ordered you 
on the mountain from the midst of the fire. | to guard the Sabbath day and to sanctify it. 
°I stood between the Lord and you at that ‘Honor your father and mother in the 
time to declare to you the words of the | manner the Lord your God commanded 
Lord; for you were afraid because of the you, that it may be well with you, and you 
fire, and you did not go up the mountain. may be a long time in the land the Lord 
And He said,t your God is giving you. ) 
“I am the Lord your God who brings you "You shall not murder. 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of | 18°You shall not commit adultery, 
bondage, There shall be no different gods | 1%You shall not steal. _ 





< The Ten Commandments m 
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5:5 The Son of God on Mt. Sinai was “a consuming fire” (4:24; Heb 12:29). His divine fire purified Mos 
from all materialistic attachments; therefore, he was able to go up on the mountain in the midst of this _ 
fire. The children of Israel had no access to Him because they were materialistic; that is, they were at- 
tached to the physical objects of this world. But when the Son of God became incarnate, all Israelites 
had easy access to Him. He even ate and drank with sinners (Mt 9:10-13), for He was their friend 

(Mt 11:19), This contrast between Mt, Sinai and the Incarnation is described in Heb 12:18-29. 

5:6, 9 The divine names Lord and God relate to | Am, because this, too, is a divine name: “| AM the 
Existing One” (Ex 3:14). He is the eternal God, without beginning or end, the Only-begotten of the 
ae phe God of true God" (Creed), Thus, Jesus said to the Jews, “Before Abraham was, | AM“ 

(Jn 8:58). | wwe 
5:9 The statement, repaying the sins of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth genera- 
tion of those who hate Me, is not universal iniapplication, but is spoken about certain ones who came ` 
out of Egypt. For after they saw the Lord's signs and wonders in Egypt, they committed worse sins than 
their forefathers who saw none of these things JohnChr). | | ings 
5:12 The Law of Moses was given to the children of Israel to check their rebellious spirit and to 
threaten them with divine vengeance if they persisted: “knowing this: that the law is not made for aey f 
righteous person, but for the lawless” (1Ti 1:9). But it was also given to lead them to Christ, “the end % 
the law” (Rom 10:4; Gal 3:24). Phin 4 brs HeaamiM ai zon | 


Lite 





' THE SABBATH DAY % 


e) When the Lord comm: aLa the. Hebrews, in the fourth of the Ten Commandments, to 
S “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” He also gave them the reason: “For in six 
TG days the Lord made heaven and ear th, the sea, and everything in them, and rested on the 
we seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it” (Ex 20:8, 11; 
~~ ct. Gn.2:1-3). When Moses restated the Ten Commandments in Deuteronomy 5, he 
added another reason: “Remember, you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord 
your God brought you out from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; there- 
fore, the Lord your God ordered you to guard the Sabbath day and to sanctify it” (5:15). 


The Hebrews were called to “remember” (Ex 20:8), to “keep” (Lv 19:3, 30), and to 
“hallow” or “sanctify” (Jer 17:19-27; Ezk 20:19, 20; Neh 13:15-22) the Sabbath by resting 
from almost every kind of work. God provided them this sacred time each week to help them 
contemplate His awesome work in creation and their mitaculous deliverance from Egypt. Stip- 
ulating the faithful observance of the Sabbath was one'of the main ways God ordained to 
reinforce the people’s covenant with Him (Ex 31:12-17; cf Lv 24:8). Originally, communal 
worship was not linked with Sabbath observance; but with the development of the synagogue, 
probably during the Hebrews’ exile in’ Babylon (sixth century BC), the Sabbath naturally be- 
came the day for synagogue worship, as it 1s for the Jews today. | 
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+- SUNDAY, THE DAY OF WORSHIP © 


At first, early Jewish Christians continued to observe Sabbath on ee and to worship 
on the Sabbath (Acts 13:13-15, 42-44; 18:1-4). But they also met for the celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist on Sunday (Acts 20:7; leoo 1 -2), called “the Lord’s s Day” (Rev 1:10), since 
Jesus rose on a Sunday. St. Ignatius of Antioch, in about AD 107, confirms that Sunday was — 
the main day of worship for the early Church: “They have given up keeping the Sabbath, and 
now order their lives by the Lord’s Day instead—-the sca! when life first dawned for us, thanks 
to Him and His death.” 


St. Constantine the Great, the’ first Christian emperor, honcred the Church’s rachce of 
celebrating the Lord’s Resurrection every. Sunday by decreeing, in AD 321, that every Sunday 
would be a holy day. For Orthodox Christians, Saturday is still the Sabbath, the day on which 
the Church especially remembers the depar ted, since Christ rested:in the tomb on Great and 
Holy ae tae 


¥ SUNDAY, THE EIGHTH DAY w 
As the day after the seventh day (when God rested from His six days of creation) and as 
the day of Christ’s Resurrection, Sunday early on came to be understood in a mystical way 
among Christians as the “Eighth Day.” It was the day “beyond nature and time” (MaxCon), 
“the beginning of another world” (Barn). “Whether you call it day, or Raynetner you call it eter- 
nity, you express the same idea” (BasilG). 


Fittingly, during the week after Pascha (Easter), called Bright Week, the Chureh celebrates 
Pascha for eight days, almost as though it were one continuous day. By tradition, babies 
are named on the eighth day after birth,;And from ancient times, Christian baptisteries 
and fonts have been built with eight sides, indicating the newly baptized are entering 
the realm of the Pigot pay the day oF eternal rest (Heb 4: l+ aati in Christ's oe 
Kingdom, | 
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"You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. | 

aYou shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife; and you shall not covet your neigh- 
bor’s house, neither his field, his male ser- 
vant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, 
or his cattle, or anything belonging to your 
neighbor. 


s. The People Fear God’s Presence s 


22“The Lord spoke these words to all | 


your assembly in the mountain from the 
midst of the fire; there was. darkness. 
gloom, storm, and a loud voice, and He 
added no more. Then He wrote ihem on 
two tablets of stone, and gave them to me. 


23So it was, when you heard the voice from | 


the midst of the fire, while the mountain 
was burning with fire, you came near me. 
all the leaders of your tribes and your el- 
ders. *4Then you said, ‘Surely the Lord our 
God showed us His glory and His great- 
ness, and we heard His voice from the 
midst of the fire. We saw this day that God 
speaks with man; yet he still lives. 25Now 
therefore, let us not die, because this great 
fire will destroy us; and if we continue to 
hear the voice of the Lord our God any 


more, we shall die. “For who of flesh heard | 


the voice of the living God speaking from 
the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? 
47You go near and hear whatever the Lord 
our God may say, and tell us whatever the 
Lord our God says to you, and we will hear 
and do it.’ 

46“Then the Lord heard the voice of your 
words when you spoke to me, and the Lord 
said to me, ‘I heard the voice of this people, 
whatever words they spoke to you. They 
are right in whatever they said. 29Would 
they had such a heart in them so as to fear 
Me and guard My commandments all the 
time, that it might be well with them and 
their sons forever.t 30Go and say to them, 


herit. 


“Return to your houses.” 3'But as for you, 
stand here by Me, and I will speak to yoy 
all the commandments, the ordinances, and 
the judgments you are to teach them, so 
they may do them in the land I give them as 
an inheritance. Therefore you shall be 
careful to do in the manner the Lord your | 
God commanded you; you shall not turn | 
_aside to the right hand or to the left. 32Yoy | 
shall walk in every way the Lord your God 
commanded you, that He may give you 
rest, and it be well with you, and you pro- 
long your days in the land you are to in- 


=. The Great Commandment = 


= “Now these are the commandments, 
| J the ordinances, and the judgments the | 
| Lord our God commanded to teach you, 
-that you may do them in the land you are 
| crossing over to inherit, 2and may fear the 
Lord your God, to keep all His ordinances 
and commandments I command you today, 
you and your sons and the sons of your 
| sons, all the days of your life, so your days 
may be prolonged. Therefore hear, 
O Israel, and be careful to do it, that it may 
be well with you, and you may multiply 
greatly as the Lord God of your fathers told | 
you—‘to give you a land flowing with milk 
and honey.’ ” | 
These are the ordinances and the judg- | 
ments the Lord commanded the children of : 
Israel in the desert, when they came from | 
the land of Egypt: “Hear, O Israel, the Loré 
our God is one Lord.t 5You shall love the 
Lord your God from your whole heart, from 
your whole soul, and from your whole 
power. So these words I command you t@ 
day shall be in your heart and in your soul 
7You shall teach them to your sons, ané 
Shall talk of them when you sit in you! 
house, when you walk by the way, whe! : 








you lie down, and when you rise up. YOU | 


5:29 The Law was not the problem; Moses was not the problem. For he had a heart to fear the Lord | 
and to guard His commandments. The problem among the children of Israel was a heart problem. The" 
heart was attached to this world, rather than to the Lord, This same problem persists in many today, 
but the door to the kingdom remains open to those who are willing to be detached from materialis™ 
and turn their hearts to Him (2Co 3:16). 

6:4 “By Moses saying ‘one Lord’, we understand the simple, blessed and incomprehensible essence of 
God” (AthanG). Moses is not saying the one Lord is one solitary person (HilryP), Rather, he is saying He 
is one undivided essence or nature. For person and nature are not the same thing (JohnDm). The divin? 
nature exists undividedly in three distinct Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Son İS 
begotten before all time and ages from the essence of the Father, but His begetting does not divide th! 
Father's essence. The Holy Spirit proceeds before all time and ages from the Father, but His procession 
does not divide the Father's essence. The Persons are distinct or different, but the essence is one and 
undivided. Therefore, we believe in the Holy Trinity, our one God and Lord. 
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shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and | out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
it shall be immovable before your eyes; | outstretched arm; 22and the Lord set great 
‘and you shall write them on the doorposts | and evil signs affecting Egypt, Pharaoh, 
of your houses and on your gates. and his house before us. 2?Then He brought 
us out from there, that He might bring us in 
PLO UN aa: to give us this land He swore to give our fa- 
oso it shall be, when the Lord your God | thers t 24So the Lord commanded us to do 
brings you into the land He swore to your | all these ordinances, to fear the Lord our 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to God, that it may be well with us all our 
give you large and beautiful cities you did days, and we may live as today. 25Then we 
not build, "and houses full of all good | shall have mercy, if we are careful to do all 
things you did not fill, and hewn-out wells | these commandments before the Lord our 
you did not dig, and vineyards and olive God, as the Lord commanded us? 
groves you did not plant—and when you | 
have eaten and are full— then beware, “=. The Chosen People =: 
lest you forget the Lord who brings you | “Now if the Lord your God brings you 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of into the land you go to inherit, and 
bondage.t '*You shall fear the Lord your | casts out great nations before your face, 
God and serve Him, and you shall cling to | the Hittites. the Girgashites, the Amorites, 
Him and take oaths in His name. ‘You | the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites 
shall not go after different gods. the gods of | and the Jebusites, seven nations greater 
the nations around you,t !5pecause the | and mightier than you,' 2and the Lord your 
Lord your God is a jealous God among you, | God delivers them into your hands, you 
lest the anger of the Lord your God be | shall strike and utterly destroy them. You 
aroused against you and destroy you from | shall make no covenant with them nor 
the face of the earth. show them mercy.-?Nor shall you make 
“You shall not tempt the Lord your | marriages with them. You Shall not give 
God, as you tempted Him in the Tempta- | your daughter to. his son, nor take his 
tion.t 17You shall diligently keep the com- | daughter for your son. For she will turn 
mandments of the Lord your God, His tes- | your son away from Me, and he will serve 
timonies, and the ordinances  He| other gods; so the Lord will be very angry 
commanded you. '*So you shall do what is | with you and destroy you suddenly. °But 
pleasing and good before the Lord your | thus you shall deal with them: you shall 
God, that it may be well with you, and you destroy their altars, and break down their 
May go in and inherit the good land the | pillars, and cut down their groves, and 
Lord swore to your fathers, !°to chase out | burn the carved images of their gods with 
all your enemies from before your face, as | fire. 
He said. 6“For you are a holy people to the Lord 
“Then it shall be when your son asks | your God: the Lord your God chose you to 
you tomorrow, saying, ‘What are the testi- | be a people for Himself, special above all 
monies, the ordinances, and the judgments | the nations on the face of the earth, 7The 
the Lord our God commanded you?’ 2!you | Lord did not prefer nor choose you because 
Shall Say to your son, ‘We were servants of | you were more in number than all the 
Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord brought us | nations, for you are the least of all the 


6:12 Israel's attachment to this world often led them to forget the one true God and to go after other 
gods. We, too, need to guard our hearts, lest we do the same thing. 

6:14 These different gods do not exist, although they are called gods (AthanG), 

6:16 The Temptation refers to the incident in Ex 17 (see notes in that chapter). 

6:23 The Lord brought them out of Egypt that He might brin 
He brings us out of our attachments to this world and into a 


7:1-3 The Lord would bring Israel into the land of promise by grace, which was His role in the 

covenant, Israel's role, in part, was to make no covenant with them (v. 2), nor to intermarry with them. 

t was within their power not to do these things. Therefore, God's grace does not cancel out free will. 

en by this testimony we can clearly see what we ought to ascribe to free will, and what to the design 
NG daily assistance of the Lord, that it belongs to divine grace to give us Opportunities of salvation and 


y Pipe undertakings and victory; but that it is ours to follow up the blessings God gives us with, 
ther earnestness or indifference” (JohnCas). | 
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g them in to the land of promise. Similarly, 
ttachment to the kingdom of God. 
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nations;t 8but because the Lord loves you, 
and because He would keep the oath He 
swore to your fathers, the Lord brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you 
from the house of bondage, from the hand 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.t °Therefore 
know, the Lord your God, this God, is a 
faithful God, who keeps covenant’ and 
mercy for a thousand generations with 
those who love Him and keep His com- 
mandments; “and He repays those who 
hate Him to their face, to destroy them. He 
will not be slack with those who hate Him: 





He will repay them to their face. !!There- 


fore, you shall keep the commandments, 
the ordinances, and these judgments I com- 
mand you today to do them. | 


=. Obedience Brings Blessing -<: 
le“Then it shall:come to pass, when you 
listen to all these ordinances and keep and 
do them, the Lord your God will keep with 
you the covenant and the mercy Hë swore 
to your fathers; and He will love you and 
bless and multiply you; He will also bless 


the offspring of your womb, and the fruit | 


of your land: your grain, wine, and olive 
oil, and the herds of your oxen, and the 
flocks of your sheep, in the land the Lord 
swore to your fathers to give you. !*You 
shall be blessed more than all the nations: 
there shall not be a childless male or a bar- 
ren female among you or your cattle. }5And 


the Lord will take away from you all sick- | 


ness, and He will not put on you the evil 
diseases you saw and knew in Egypt, but 


will put them on all who hate you. !4Also | 
you shall eat all the spoils of the nations | 


the Lord your God gives you; your eye 
Shall have no pity on them; nor shall you 
serve their gods, for that would be a snare 
to you. | | 

“Tf you should say in your mind, ‘This 
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nation is greater than I; how will I be abje 
to destroy them?’ '8you shall not be afraig 
of them, but shall remember well what the 
Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all 
the Egyptians: !%the great trials your eyes 
saw, those great signs and wonders, the 
mighty hand and outstretched arm by 
which the Lord your God brought you out. 
So shall the Lord our God do to all the na- 
tions of whose face you are afraid. 2°More. 
over the Lord your God will send hornets 
among them, until those who are left, who 
hide themselves from you, are destroyed. 
“1'You shall not be terrified of their face: for 
the Lord your God is among you, a great 
and powerful God;t 22and the Lord your 
| God will consume those nations before 
_ you little by little; you will be unable to de- 





_| Stroy them at once, lest the land become a 


| desert and the wild animals increase 
| against you. #4But the Lord your God will 
deliver them into your hands and destroy 





are destroyed. 24So He will deliver their 
kings into your hands, and will destroy 
their name from that place; no one shall be 
able to stand against your presence until 
| you destroy them. 2°You shall burn the 
carved images of their gods with fire; you 
shall not desire the silver or gold of theirs, 
nor take it for yourselves, lest you stumble 
because of it; for it is an abomination to 
the Lord your God. 26Nor shall you bring 
an abomination into your house, lest you 
be doomed to destruction like it. You shall 


is an accursed thing. 
~. Keeping the Commandments -> 
“Every commandment I command you 


you may live and multiply, and go in and 
inherit the land the Lord swore to youl 





7:7, 8 Since they were chosen because of God's love for them and His oath to their fathers, it is obvious 
they were not chosen because of their own deeds, but by the grace of God. 


Therefore, they had no 


basis for boasting in themselves, nor do we (Rom 4:1-8). (JohnChr) 


7:8 “The Lord's ‘mighty hand’ is the Son” 
larly the Son is the same in essence with the 


(AthanG), As the hand is of the same essence as its body, simi- 
Father. Furthermore, as the Holy Fathers teach, things ha- 


ing the same might also have the same essence. Thus, since the Son's might is the sameas the Father's: 


They are one in essence, | 


7:21-24 The nations speak of the sinful passions and how we are to war against them. We are to take 


them on one at a time by the grace of God, until 
when the main purpose of our heart has singled 


we have gained the victory over all of them. “But 
out one passion as the special object of its attack, we 


shall pray about it more earnestly, and with special anxiety and fervor shall entreat that we may be 


more especially on our guard against 


(JohnCas). 


l it and so succeed in gaining a speedy victory. For Moses himself", 
this passage teaches us that we should follow this plan in our conflicts and not trust in our own powe ai 


them with a great destruction, until they 


utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, for it 


= rr 


today you must be careful to do, that 
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fathers.’ “Now you ‘shall remember the | eaten and are full, and have built beautiful 
whole way the Lord your God led you in | houses and dwell in them, Sand when your 
the desert, to deal harshly with you and test | cattle and sheep multiply, and your silver 
you, to Know what was in your heart, | and gold are multiplied, and all you have is 
whether you would keep His command- | multiplied, “when your heart is lifted up 
ments or not:t 3So He dealt harshly with | and you forget the Lord your God who 
you and weakened you with hunger, and | brought you from the land of Egypt, out of 
fed you with manna, which your fathers did | the house of bondage, !5who led you 
not know, that He might make you know | through that great and fearful desert, with 
that man shall not live by ‘bread alone, but | its biting serpent and scorpion and thirst, 
by every word proceeding from the mouth | where there was no water, who brought a 
of God man shall live.t 4Your garments did | spring of water for you out of the sharp- 
not wear out on you, nor did your: feet | edged rock,t “who fed you in the desert 
become callused these forty years.t >You | with manna your fathers did not know, that 
should know in your heart that as a man | He might deal harshly with you and might 
chastens his son, so the Lord your God | test you, to do you good in the end of your 
chastens you. Therefore, vou shall-keep | days— !then do not ‘say in your heart, ‘My 
the commandments of the Lord your God | strength and the might of my hand gained 
to walk in His ways arid to fear Him. “For | me this great power.’t !8Then you shall re- 
the Lord your God is bringing you info a | member the Lord your God, for He it is who 
good and great land, where torrents of | gives you strength, that’ you may gain 
waters and springs of bottomiess depths | power, and He may establish His covenant 
ilow through the plains and through the | the Lord swore to your fathers, as it is to- 
mountains; ïa land of wheat and barley, of | day. !°Thus it shall be, if you forget the Lord 
vines, fig trees, and pomegranates, a land | your God, and follow after different gods 
of olive oil and honey; %a land where you | and serve and worship them, I testify 
will not eat your bread in poverty, and in | against you today, you shall surely perish. 
which you will lack nothing; a land whose | 2°As the remaining nations the Lord de- 
stones are iron and from whose hills you | stroys before your face, so you shall perish, 
can dig copper. !°Thus you shall eat and be | because you would not be obedient to the 
full and bless the Lord your God for the | voice of the Lord your God. 

good land He gave you. 

“Watch yourself, that you do not forget 
the Lord your God by not keeping His com- | 
mandments, judgments, and ordinances | 
Command you today, !2lest—when you have 


æ Israel’s Rebellion => 

“Hear, O Israel, You are to cross over 
the Jordan today and go in to inherit 
nations greater and mightier than yourself, 








8:1 Under the Law of Moses, every commandment was to be kept if the people were to live and pros- 
Per in the land of promise. Great care was to be exercised in keeping them. How much more is this true 
under the Law of Christ in the New Testament. We are responsible through His grace to keep all His 
commandments. 


8:2, 5 The Lord dealt harshly with Israel in the desert as.a test, for testing under pressure has a way of 
evealing what is in the heart, The test in each case reveals obedience or disobedience to His command- 
ments, This revelation was not for the Lord's acquisition of knowledge, for He knows all things before 
they take place, Instead, it would let each of them know the condition of his own heart. All chastening 
Is for our benefit, that we might partake of the Lord's holiness (Heb 12:5-11). 
8:3 The Lord allowed them tọ go hungry in the desert and fed them with simple food: manna, of which 
they grew sick, Nevertheless, the Lord was teaching them the road of virtue, namely, that man’s primary 
pod is the word of God, and obedience to that word. But they failed to learn this lesson, and many of. 
em died in the desert, | 
is The clothes on their backs and the shoes on their feet never wore out during those forty years in. 
the ~©sert. This foreshadows the resurrection from the dead (AmbM), It also foreshadows "the life of 
world to come” (Creed). | | i 
( pe The biting serpent and scorpion speak of the devil and his angels, whom we are not to fear 
2nnchr). For the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock of living water, is with us (1Co 10:4), ia ea 
ane 18 We should never think that our free will and energy gained us victory over the spiritual en- 
Y, for victory is only by the grace of God (JohnCas). ~ ja i sit yg bshbaroin bus Hehe 
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cities great and fortified up to heaven,*t 2a 
people, great and large and tall, the sons of 
Anak, whom you know and of whom you 





heard it said, ‘Who can stand against the 
face of the sons of Anak?’ Therefore- 


understand today, the Lord your God is He 
who goes over before you as a consuming 
fire. He will destroy them and turn them 
from your face; and you will destroy them, 
as the Lord said to you. 4Do not Say in your 
heart, after the Lord your God consumes 
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of my righteousness the Lord brought me | 


in to inherit this gocd land’; but because of 
the ungodliness of these nations, the Lord 
will destroy them before your iace.? “It is 
not because of your righteousness or the 
uprightness of your heart. that. you, are 
going in to inherit their lana, his because 
of the ungodliness of these nations, the 
Lord will destroy them before your face, 
that He may establish His covenant He 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Thus you will know today, the 


Lord your God is not giving you this good | 
land to inherit because of your righteous- 
ness, for you are a Stiff-necked people. | 


7Remember, do not forget how you pro- 
voked the Lord your God to wrath in the 
desert. From the day you came out of Egypt 
until you came into this land, you contin- 
ued being disobedient to the Lord. ®Also in 
Horeb you provoked the Lord, and the Lord 
was angry enough with you to destroy you, 
when I] went up into the mountain to 
receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of 
the covenant the Lord established with 
you; and I stayed on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights. I neither ate bread 
nor drank water. "Then the Lord delivered 
two tablets of stone to me, written with the 
finger of God, and on them were all the 
words the Lord spoke to you on the moun- 
tain, in the day of the assembly. ''And it 





— 


these nations before you, saying, ‘Because | they are a stiff-necked people. 14Let Me de- 








came to pass, at the end of forty days and | 
forty nights, the Lord gave me the two | 
tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant, 

12¢Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go 
down quickly from here, for your people- 
you brought out of Egypt have acted law- 
lessly; they turned aside quickly from the 
way I commanded them; they made them- 
selves a molten image: !*Furthermore, the 
Lord spoke to me, saying, ‘I told you once | 
and twice, I see this people, and indeed 


stroy them and blot out their name from | 
under heaven; and I will make of you a na- 
tion greater and stronger and larger than 
they.’ | 

15“Sọ I turned and came down from the 
mountain, and the mountain burned with 
fire: and the two tablets. were in my two 
hands. !6Then I looked, and you had sinned 
against the Lord your God and made for 
yourselves a molten image. You turned 
aside quickly from the way the Lord com- 
manded you. !7Then I took the two tablets 
and threw them down with my two hands, 
and broke them before you. !8And I prayed 
before the Lord a second time, as at the 
first, forty days and forty nights; I neither 
ate bread nor drank water, because of all | 
your sins you committed in doing wickedly | 
in the sight of the Lord your God to pro- 
voke Him. !9For I was afraid because of the 
anger and the wrath, for the Lord was pro: 
voked by you to destroy you. But the Lo 
listened to me at this time also. 2°The Lord | 
was also very angry with Aaron and would 
have destroyed him; so I also prayed for 
Aaron at that time. 2'Then I took the Ss! 
you committed, the calf you made, an 
burned it with fire, and crushed it, 4” 
ground it very small until it was as fine 3 
dust; and I threw its dust into the b 
that descended from the mountain. 

22“Also at the Burning and the Templ 





9:1-3 The sons of Anak were giants, and their physical stature speaks of the sinful passions that seek t0 
wreak havoc in both soul and body. By the Lord’s consuming fire we are able to overcome 


them. “For 4 


servant of the Lord should be diligent and careful, yes, moreover, burning like a flame, so when by a 
zealous and burning spirit, he destroys all fleshly sin, he may be able to draw near to God, who, accord 
ing to the expression of the saints, is called ʻa consuming fire" (AthanG). 

9:4-6 A stiff-necked people (v. 6) are those who claim their victories over the enemy were based on 


their own righteousness and upright heart. “To those who have their eyes opened and their ears rea 4 


to pay attention, does this not plainly say, 
you see 


by the success of the conflict and victory and ascribe 
gained the victory over spiritual wickedness and flesh 


‘When your struggle with fleshly faults goes well for you: ° 
you are free from the filth of them, and from the fashions of this world, do not be puffed up 
it to your own power and wisdom, nor fancy you 


any 


ly sins through your own exertions and energy: < 


and free will’? For there is no doubt in all this you could not possibly have succeeded, unless you W=- 


fortified and protected by the help of the Lord” (JohnCas). | 
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tion and the Graves of Lust, you provoked 
the Lord your God to wrath.t Likewise, 
when the Lord sent you from Kadesh 
Barnea, Saying, ‘Go up and inherit the land 
| give you, then you disobeyed the word of 
the Lord your God, and you did not believe 
Him nor listen to His voice. 24You were dis- 
obedient to the Lord from the day He be- 
came known to you. 

2“Thus I prayed before the Lord; forty 
days and forty nights I kept praying, be- 
cause the Lord said He would destroy you. 
46Therefore, I prayed to God, and said, ʻO 
Lord, O Lord, O King of the gods, do not de- 
stroy Your people and Your portion You re- 
deemed through Your great streneth, whom 
You brought from the land of Egypt with 
Your great strength, Your mignty hand and 


Your outstretched arm. 27Remember Abra- 


ham, Isaac, and Jacob Your servants, to 
whom You swore by Yourself: dò not look 


on the hardness of this people, or on their | 


wickedness or their sins, iest those who 


inhabit the land You brought us from | 


should say, “Because the Lord was unable | 
, your God require of you, but to fear the 


to bring them to the land He promised 
them, and because He hated them, He 
brought them out to kill them in the desert.” 
49Yet they are Your people and Your inheri- 
tance, whom You brought out by Your 
mighty power and outstretched arm, — 


æ The Second Set of Tablets -= 


10 “At that time the Lord said to me, 
‘Hew for yourself two tablets of 


Stone like the first, and come up to Me on. 


the mountain, and make yourself an ark of 
wood. “And I will write on these tablets the 
words of the first tablets you broke; and 
you shall put them in the ark.’ So I made 
an ark of wood not liable to decay, and 
hewed two tablets of stone like the first, 
and went up the mountain, with the two 
tablets in my hands. “Then He wrote the 
Ten Commandments on the tablets accord- 


ing to the first writing which the Lord | 


spoke to you in the mountain, from the 
midst of the fire; and the Lord gave them to 
me. ‘Then I turned and came down from 
the mountain and put the tablets in the ark 
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I made; and they were there, as the Lord 
commanded me.” | 

‘(Now the children of Israel journeyed 
from the wells of Bene Jaakan to Moserah, 
where Aaron died and was buried; and 
Eleazar his son ministered as priest in his 
stead. ‘From there they journeyed to Gud- 
godah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a 
land with rivers of water. *At that time, the 


' Lord separated the tribe of Levi to bear the 


ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand be- 
fore the Lord, to minister to Him, and to 
bless in His name, to this day. *Therefore 
Levi has no portion nor inheritance with 
his brethren; the Lord is his inheritance, as 
He said to him.) “I stayed in the mountain 
forty days and forty nights; the Lord also 
heard me at that time, and the Lord chose 
not to destroy you. !!Then the Lord said to 
me, ‘Go, and lead this people, so they may 
go in and inherit the land I swore to their 
fathers to give them.’ 


~ The Lord’s Requirements s= 
1246So now, O Israel, what does the Lord 


Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to 
love Him, to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul,t and 
to keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God and His ordinances I command 
you today for your good? Indeed, heaven 
and heaven of heaven belong to the Lord 
your God, also the earth and everything in 
it. The Lord chose your fathers to love 
them; and He chose their seed after them, 
you above all nations, as it is this day. 
loTherefore circumcise the foreskin of your 
heart, and do’ not be stiff-necked any 
longer. For the Lord your God is God of 
gods, and Lord of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, who shows no par- 
tiality nor takes a bribe. 'SHe administers 
justice for the resident alien, the fatherless, 


- and the widow, and loves the resident alien, 


giving him food and clothing. Therefore, 
love the resident aliens, for you were resi- 
dent aliens in the land of Egypt. 2°You shall 
fear the Lord your God; you shall serve 
Him, and hold fast to Him, and take oaths 





9:22 The Burning, the Temptation, and the Graves of Lust are recorded respectively in Nm 11:1-3; 


Ex 17:1-7; and Nm 11;4-34. See notes at these places. 


10:12-15 “God needs nothing we have to give Him, and this especially proves sincere love, when one 
who needs nothing and is not in any necessity, does everything for the sake of being loved by us. So 
When He bids you to love Him, He then most of all shows He loves you. For nothing secures our salva- 


tion more than loving Him” (JohnChr). 
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in His name.t 2!He is your boast and your 


God, who did these great and glorious 
things for you, the things you saw with 
your own eyes. * Your fathers went down to 
Egypt with seventy-five souls, and now, the 


Lord your God made you as the stars of | 


heaven in multitude. 
= God’s Greatness m7- 

J | “Therefore, you shall love the Lord 

your God, and always keep His 
commandments, His ordinances; and His 
judgments. -Know today, I do not speak 
with your children, who have not known 
and seen the chastening of the Lord.your 
God, nor His greatness and mighty. hand 
and outstretched arm— “the. signs and 
wonders He.did in the midst of Egypt, to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to all his land; 
+what He did to the army of-Egypi, to: thei: 
horse and chariots; how He made the water 
of the Red Sea overflow them.as they pur- 
sued you, and how the Lord destroyed them 
to this day; “what He did for'you in the 
desert until you came to this place; ®and 
what He did to Dathan and Abiram, the 
sons. of Eliab, the son of Reuben: how the 
earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
them up in the midst of Israel, along with 
their households, tents, and all the sub- 
stance in their possession— ‘but your eyes 
saw all the great works the Lord ae for you 
today. 


= Inherit the Land 7- 


s“Therefore, you shall keep all His com- 
mandments I command you today, that you 
may live and increase and go in and inherit 
the land you are crossing the Jordan to in- 
herit,t 9and may prolong your days in the 
land the Lord swore to give your fathers, to 


them and their seed after them, ‘a land 


flowing with milk and honey,’ .!°For. the 
land you go to inherit is not like the land of 
Egypt from which you came, where you 
sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as 
a vegetable garden; Hbut the land you are 
crossing over to inherit is a land of hills 
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and plains, which drinks water fron the 


rain of heaven, !4a land the Lord your Gog | 


looks upon; the eyes of the Lord your God 
are always on it, from the beginning of the 
year to the very end of the year. 


t3“So if you earnestly obey all His com. 


mandments I command you today, to love 
the Lord your God and serve Him with all 


| your heart and with all your soul, then He 


will give you rain for your land in its sea- 
son, the early rain and the latter rain, that 
you may gather in your grain, wine, and 
Olive oil. I will also send grass in -your 
fields for your cattle, that you may eat and 
be filled. !*Take heed, to yourselves, lest 
your heart be deceived, and you-transgress 
and, serve other gods and. worship them, 
‘lest the Lord’s anger be aroused against 
you and He shut up heaven, so there may 
be no rain, and the land yield no produce, 
and you perish quickly from the good land 
the Lord gave you. 

18“Therefore, you. shall lay up these 
words of mine in: your heart and in your 
soul, and bind them as.a sign.on your hand, 


and they shall be immovable before your — 


eyes. You shall teach them to your chil- 
dren, speaking of them when you sit in 
your house and walk by the way, when you 
lie down and rise up. 2°You shall also write 
them on the doorposts of your house and 
your gates, 2'that your days and the days of 
your sons may be multiplied in the land the 
Lord swore to give your fathers, like days 
of heaven on earth. 22For if you carefully 


keep’ all these commandments I command 


you today—to love the Lord your God, t0 
walk in all His ways, and to hold fast t0 
Him— *%then the Lord will cast out all thesé 
nations from before your face, and you Wi 

inherit greater and mightier nations than 
yourselves. 24Every place the sole of you! 
foot treads shall be yours: from the dese 

and Antilebanon, and from the great EW 
phrates River, even to the Western Se% 
shall be your territory. 25No man shall bè 
able to stand against your face; the LO 

your God will put the dread and the fear 0 


10:20 To serve the ord means to worship, Him, But how can we worship, the Father if we, so to speak, 
sever the Son and the Holy Spirit from Him? “Well, how will you worship Him only, tell me, when you 
have severed Him from His intimate union with His own Only-begotten and His own Nl This wor- i 


ship is simply Jewish” (BasilG), : 


i 


11:8, 9 The reward for keeping all the Lord's commandent under the Law of Moses was ndina in 


the land of Canaan. The Law was not given for the attainment of righteousness before God. 


The Law 


could not impart eternal life (Gal 3:21). It was merely a tutor or guardian until the coming of Christ, © K 
Giver of Life, through whom we are made righteous befòre God (Gal 3: 22x25): This righteousness is. 


imparted in baptism (Gal 3:26-29). 
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you upon all the land where you tread, in 
the manner the Lord said to you. 
26“Behold, I set before you today a bless- 
ing and a curse: 2’the blessing, if you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God I 
command you today; Sand the curse, if you 
do not obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God, but go astray from the way 
I command you today, to go after different 
gods you have not known. 2°Now it shall be, 
when the Lord your God brings you into 
the land you are to inherit, you shall put the 


blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse 


on Mount Ebal. Indeed are they not onthe 
other side of the Jordan, toward the setting 
sun, in the land of Canaan, the area that 
lies to the west near Gilgal, beside the lofty 
oak? 2!For you will cross over the Jordan 
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before the Lord your God, and you shall 
rejoice invall to:.which you put your hand, 


| you and your households, as the Lord your 


God blessed you. | 
«You shall not at all do as we are doing 
here: today—every man doing whatever is 
right in his own eyes— ’for as yet, you have 
not come to the rest and the inheritance the 
Lord your God gives you. But when you 
cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land 
the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, 
and He gives you rest from all your ene- 
mies round about, and you dwell in safety, 
Uthen there will be the place the Lord your 
God chooses to make His name abide. 
There: you shall bring al-I command you 
today: your whole burnt. offerings, sacri- 
fices, tithes, the first fruits of your hands, 





and go in to inherit the land the. Lord your | and ali your gifts andall your choice gifts 
God is giving you; and you will inherit it all | you vow to the Lord.t !2And you shall re- 
your days and dwell in it: Therefore; you | Joice before the Lord your God, you, your 
shall be careful to. do all the ordinances and | sons and daughters, your male and female 


judgments I set before you today. 
æ. The Place of Worship «= 
] 2 “These are the ordinances and judg- 
'ments you shall be careful to 
observe in the land the Lord God of your 
fathers is giving you to inherit, all the days 
you live on the earth. ?You shall utterly 
destroy all the places the nations you will 
inherit served their gods: on the high moun- 
tains, on the hills, and under the tree of the 
Brove. °So you shall destroy their altars, 
break their pillars, cut down their groves, 
burn the carved images of their gods with 
lire, and destroy their name from that 
Dlace, “You shall not do thus with the Lord 
your God, 5But you shall seek the place the 
Ord your God chooses, out of all your 
tribes, to put His name and to be called on 
there; and you shall go and seek Him there. 
there you shall bring your whole burnt 
Offerings, sacrifices, firstfruits, prayers, 
voluntary offerings, and the firstborn of 
your oxen and sheep, There you shall eat 


5 name" (Heb 13:15). 


emple” (Basil). 


an 1, 12 After the Jews settled in their land, they were to go to the city chosen by God to offer their 
sacrifices, they were not to offer their sacrifices anywhere else. But after the coming of Christ, they 

: ere unable to do this, for Jerusalem was destroyed along with the temple. This destruction was proof 
Phat that the Law had come to an end, for it was only a shadow of the kingdom to come (AthanG). 
il 14 The whole burnt offering was a type of “the sacrifice of praise to God... giving thanks to 
whee “Now what is a spiritual whole burnt offering? It is ‘the sacrifice of praise.” In 
vice Place do we offer it? In the Holy Spirit. Where have we learned this? From the Lord Himself in the 
Said Hila worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.’ This place Jacob saw, and 
Nene € Lord isiin this place.’ It follows that the Spirit is truly the place of the saints, and the saint is 
t Proper place for the Spirit, offering himself ashe does for the indwelling of God, and is called God 


servants, and the Levite within your gates, 
since he has no portion nor inheritance 
with you. !3Take heed to yourself, do not of- 
fer your whole burnt offerings in every 
place you see;t but in the place the Lord 
chooses, in one of your tribes; there you 
Shall offer your whole burnt offerings, and 
there you shall do all I command you today. 

lo“ However, according to your every de- 
sire, you may Slaughter and ‘eat meat, ac- 
cording to the blessing the Lord your God 
gave you in each city; the unclean and 
the clean may eat of it, of the gazelle and 
the deer alike. 'SOnly you shall not eat the 
blood; you shall pour it on the earth like 
water, !’You may not eat the tithe in your 
cities: of your grain, wine, or olive oil, of the 
firstborn of your oxen or sheep, of any of 
your offerings you vow, of your agree- 
ments, or of the firstfruits of your hands. 
‘But you must eat them before the Lord 
your God in the place the Lord your God 
chooses, you and your son and daughter, 
your male and female servant, and the 
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resident alien in your cities; and you shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God in all to 
which you put your hand. !9Take heed to 
yourself, do not forsake the Levite as long 
as you live in your land. 

20“Now if the Lord your God. enlarges 
your borders, as He told you, and you say, ‘I 
will eat meat; because you desire to eat 
meat, you may eat as much meat as your 
soul desires. “'But if the place the Lord 
your God chooses to put His name is too far 
from you, then you may slaughter from 
your oxen and sheep the Lord gave you in 
the manner I commanded you. and may eat 
in your cities according to your soul’s de- 
sire. 22Just as the gazelle and the deer are 
eaten, sO you may eat them; the unclean 
and the clean alike may eat them. Only he 
Sure not to eat the blood, for the blood is 
the life; the life will not be eaten with the 
meat. 24You shall not eat it; you shall pour it 
on the earth like water. “You shall not eat 





it, that it may go well with you and your 


sons after you, if you do what is good and 
pleasing before the Lord your God. 26Only 
the holy things you have and your vowed 
offerings you shall take and go to the place 
the Lord your God chooses for His name to 
be called upon there. 27You shall offer your 
whole burnt offerings; you shall offer the 
meat upon the altar of the Lord your God: 


and the blood of your sacrifices shall be | 


poured out on the altar of the Lord your 
God; and you shall eat the meat. 28Keep, 
obey, and do all these words I command 
you, that it may go well with you and your 
sons forever, if you do what is good and 
pleasing in the sight of the Lord your God. 


~. Beware of Idolatry s> 


“If the Lord your God destroys before 
your face the nations whose land you go to 
inherit, and you inherit them and dwell in 


their land, take heed to yourself that you 
not seek to follow them after they are de- 


stroyed from before your face, and do not 
inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did 
these nations serve their gods? I also will 
do likewise,’ *!You shall not do thus with 
the Lord your God; for every abomination 
the Lord hates they have done with their 
gods; for they burn even their sons and 
daughters in the fire to their gods. 
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“Every word I command you today, 


l 3 be careful to observe; you shall not 
add to it nor take away from it.t 

2“Tf a prophet or a dreamer of dreams 
arises among ‘you, and he gives you a sign 
or a wonder today, 2and the sign or the 
wonder he spoke to you comes to pass, say- 
ing, ‘Let us go and serve other gods’ you 
have not Known, *you shall not listen to the 
words of that prophet or dreamer of 


dreams; for the Lord your God is testing 


you to know whether you love the Lord 
vour God with all your heart and with 
all your soul. °You shall walk after the Lord 


your God and fear Him, and keep His com- 
mandments and obey His voice; you shall | 
hold fast to Him. But that prophet or 


dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, 
because he has spoken to lead you astray 
from the Lord your God who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you 


from bondage, to entice you from the way _ 


the Lord your God commanded you to 
walk. So you shall put away the evil from 
your midst. 

“Tf your brother, the son of your father 
or mother, your son or your daughter, the 
wife of your bosom, or your friend who 1S 
as your Own soul secretly entices you, Say- 
ing, ‘Let us go and serve different gods’ you 
have not known, neither you nor your fa- 
thers, Sof the gods of the nations around 


you, near to you or far off from you, from 
one end of the earth to the other end of the - 


earth, you shall not consent to him nor lis- 
ten to him, nor shall your eye pity him, no! 
shall you spare him or conceal him; bul 
you shall make a report about him; you! 
hands shall be first against him to put NM 


to death, and afterward the hands of all the | 


people. So they shall stone him wi! 
stones until he dies, because he sought © 
turn you away from the Lord your G0% 
who brought you out of the land of Egy?! 
from the house of bondage. !2So all Isra® 
will hear and fear, and not again continu 
to do according to the word of this € 
among you, 


“If you hear someone in one of youl 


cities the Lord your God gives you to dwè 


in saying, “Lawless men have gone a 


from among you and enticed the inhabf | 


13:1-4 The truth does not allow room for human tradition to change it, either by addition or by pe : 
traction. False prophets arise among the people of God, and the Lord permits this in order to allow 9 


free will to operate and to show our love for God (JohnCas). For we are not robots in which the grace 
of God operates against the devil apart from synergy on our part. PArang) “sl 
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tants of their city, saying, “Let us go and 
serve different gods” ` you have not known, 
Sthen you shall inquire and search dili- 
gently. So if the report is indeed true and 
certain that this abomination was commit- 
ted among you, ‘you shall surely strike all 
the inhabitants of that city with the edge of 
the sword, utterly destroying it and every- | 
thing therein. You shall gather all its plun- 
der into the middle of the street, and com- | 
pletely burn the city and all its plunder 
with fire before the Lord your God. It shall 
be uninhabited forever; it shall never be 
built again. 8Thus none of the accursed 









cloven hooves; they are unclean for you. 
8Also the swine is unclean for you, because 
it has cloven hooves, yet does not chew the 
cud; you shall not eat their flesh or touch 
their dead carcasses. | 
“These you may eat of all in the waters: 
you may eat all that have fins and scales. 
l0But whatever does not have fins and 
scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for 
you. !'All clean birds you may eat, !2But 
these you shall not eat: the eagle, the vul- 
ture, the buzzard, the red kite, the falcon, 
and the kite after their kinds; 4every raven 
things shall remain in your hand, so the | after its kind; !*the ostrich, the short-eared 
Lord may turn from the fierceness’of His | owl, the seagull, and the hawk after their 
anger and show you mercy, and have com- | kinds; }*the heron, the swan, and the ibis; 
passion on you and multiply you in the | ‘/the cormorant, the hawk, the hoopoe, and 
manner the Lord:swore to your fathers, }%if | the owl; '8the pelican, the plover after their 
you listen to the voice of the Lord your God | kind, and the purple coot and the bat. 
to keep all His commandments 1 command | Also every creeping thing that flies is un- 
you today, to do what is good and pleasing | clean for you; they shall not be eaten. 2°You 
before the Lord your God. may eat all clean birds. 2! You shall not eat 
| | | _ anything that dies of itself; you may give it 
=. A Holy People e > | to the alien in your cities that he may eat it, 
] 4 “You are the children of the Lord | or you may sellit to a foreigner: for you are 
£ your God; you shall not engage in | a holy people to the Lord your God. You 
purificatory rites, nor shave your head 


OUI Shall not boil a lamb in its mother’s milk. 
between your eyes for the dead.t 2For you 


are a holy people to the Lord your God, and 
the Lord chose you to be a people for 
Himself, a special people above all the 
nations on the face of the earth.t 


~. Tithing .-= 


2“ You shall tithe all the increase of your 
grain the field produces year by year. 22You 
Shall eat before the Lord your God in the 
place He chooses to have His name called 
upon there; you. will bring in the tithe of 
your grain, wine, and olive oil, of the first- 
born of your oxen and sheep, that you may 
learn to fear the Lord your God all your 
| days. “But if the journey is too long for 
you, SO you are not able to carry the tithe, 
or if the place the Lord your God chooses 
to put His name is too far from you, when 
the Lord your God has blessed you, then 
you shall exchange it for money, take the 
money in your hands, and go to the place 
the Lord your God chooses. Then you 
shall spend that money for whatever your 
soul desires; for oxen or sheep, for wine or 


=. Clean and Unclean Meat e- 

“You shall not eat any abomination. 
‘These are the cattle you may eat: the 
young bull of the oxen, the male lamb of 
the sheep, and the young male of the goats; 
°and you may also eat the deer, the gazelle, 
the antelope, the wild goat, the mountain 
£0at, the gazelle, and the mountain sheep. | 
“You may also eat every animal with cloven 
hooves, having the hoof split into two parts, 
and that chews the cud among the animals. 
Nevertheless, of those that chew the cud or 
ave cloven hooves, you shall not eat such 
48 these; the camel, the hare, and the rab- 








14:1 The Scriptures speak of children in a twofold sense: one in which children are chosen to be chil- 
dren, as in this verse; and the other, in which children are the natural offspring of their parents, such as 
*dac of Abraham, Jacob of Isaac, and the twelve patriarchs of Jacob. Which of these two senses relates 
to the Son of God? The second, for He is the natural Offspring of His Father, and therefore one in 
essence with Him (AthanG).. ATOS 

14:2 When men choose something for themselves, they choose the best. Similarly, God chooses the - 
holy, for He first makes us holy; then we are to continue to be holy in our manner of life. For one is not 
pied by faith alone, but by faith plus a holy manner of life JohnChr). Thus, we must add virtue to our. 
aith (2Pt 1:5-11), T A ps pee 


LATER 
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Lord against you, and it be a great sin 
among you. !°You shall surely give him and 
loan him as much as he needs, and ‘your 
heart should not be grieved when you give 
to him, because for this thing the Lord your | 


strong drink, for whatever your soul de- 
sires; you shall eat there before the Lord 
your God, and you shall rejoice, you and 
your household, and the Levite who is 
within your cities, for he has no part or in- 
heritance with you. 

28“At the end of every third year you shall 
bring out the tithe of your produce. “Then 
the Levite, because he has no portion or in- | land; therefore, I command you to do this 


God will bless you in all your works and in 
everything to which you put your’ hand. 





heritance with you, and the resident alien | word which says, “You shall surely open | 
and the fatherless and the widow who are | your hands to your brother, to your poor : 


within your cities may come and eat and be | and needy in your land.’ 
satisfied, so the Lord your God may ‘bless | 
you in all the works you do. 


| <~ Bondservants -7> 
_», |. 12Jf your brother, a Hebrew man or a He- 

=. Debts Released after Seven Years =, | brew woman, is sold to.you and serves you 
| “At the end of every seven years'you | six-vears,then in the seventh year-you shall 
J shall grant a remission of debts! | let him go.free from you. !%But when you 
2So the order of the remission is as follows: | send him away. free from you, you shall not 
every debt your neighbor owes you, you | let him go:away empty-handed; !*you ‘shall 
shall remit; you shall not demand it back | supply -him liberally from your sheep, 
from your brother, because a remission is | wheat, and winepress. From what the Lord 
proclaimed for the Lord your God. “You | has blessed you with you shall give to him. 
may demand it back from. a foreigner, but | “For you shall remember you were a ser- 
you shall grant remission of your brother’s | vant in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your 
debt, 4except when there may be no poor | God redeemed you from that place; there- 
among you; for the Lord your God will | fore, I command you this thing. !*But if he 
greatly bless you in the land the Lord your | says to you, ‘I will not go away from you, 
God is giving you to possess as an inheri- | because he loves you and your house, be- 
tance— "only if you carefully obey the | cause. he is well off with you, !’then you 
voice of the Lord your God, to observe with | shall take a small awl and pierce his ear at 
care all these commandments I command | the door, and he shall be your servant for- 
you today. For the Lord your God blessed | ever. Also to your female servant you sha! 
you in the manner He told you; you shall | do likewise. !8It shall not seem hard to you 
lend to many nations, but you shall not bor- | when you send him away free from you; for 
row; you shall rule over many panone, but | he has worked the yearly wage of a hired 
they shall not rule over you. servant in serving you six years. Then the 


-». Care for the Poor .: Lord your God will bless you in all you d0: 


“If there is among you a poor man of _ ® Firstborn Animals «> 
your brethren within any of the cities in 19A]] the firstborn males that come from 


UFor the poor will never cease from the 





OS SSS 


your land the Lord your God is giving you, | your oxen and sheep you shall sanctify t0 


you shall not harden your heart, nor shut | the Lord your God: you: shall do no work 
your hand from your poor brother; §but you | with the firstborn young bull, nor shear th® 
shall surely open your hands to him and | firstborn of your sheep. 2°You and you! 
willingly lend him sufficient for his need, | household shall eat it before the Lord ye! 
whatever he needs, "Beware lest there be a | by year in the place the Lord your G 

hidden thought in your heart, a transgres- | chooses. 2'But if there is a defect in it, if it '§ 
sion of the law, saying, ‘The seventh year, | lame or blind or has any serious defect, YO" 
the year of remission, is at hand, and your | shall not sacrifice it to the Lord your G 

eye be evil against your poor brother, and | 2*You may eat it within your cities; the W 








15:1-11 A remission of debts was to be granted to poor brothers in the land every seven years. Debts | 


were to be dismissed and, so to speak, blotted out of the books. The Lord accepted this remission asah | 


act toward Himself (for the Lord your God, v. 2), for He loves the poor. When He became incarnate, ! 


was very poor, for He had “nowhere to lay His head” (Mt 8:20). By this He taught us not to os anach yi a | 


to money and possessions, and to show our love for the poor. 


you give him nothing, and he cry out to the | clean and the clean person alike may eat I - 











shall not eat its blood; you shall pour it on | 
the ground like water. 


<= Pascha m 

] 6 “Observe the month of new corn, 

and keep Pascha to the Lord your 
God, for in the month of new corn He 
brought you out of Egypt by night.t 
2Therefore you shall sacrifice Pascha to the 
Lord your God from the sheep and oxen, in 
the place the Lord chooses for His name to 
be called upon there. “You shall eat no leav- 
ened bread with it; seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread with it, that is, the bread 
of affliction (for you came out of the land of 
Egypt in haste), that you may remember the 
day you came out of the !and of Egypt ali | 
the days of your life. ‘And no leaven shall | 
be seen among you in all your borders for | 
seven days, nor shall any of the meat you | 
Sacrifice the first day at: twilight remain | 
until morning. °You may not sacrifice 
Pascha within any of your cities the Lord 
your God gives you; but at the place the 
Lord your God chooses for His name to be 
Called upon there, there you shall sacrifice 
Pascha at twilight, at the going down of the 
sun, at the time you came out of Egypt. “You 
shall roast and eat it in the place the Lord 
your God chooses, and in the morning you 
shall turn and go to your houses. 8Six days 
you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the 
Seventh and final day, there shall be a feast 
to the Lord your God. You shall do no work 
on it except what must be done for life.t 


æ% The Feast of Weeks 7- 

“You shall count seven complete weeks 
Or yourself; begin to count the seven 
weeks from the time you begin to put the 
Sickle to the grain. Then you shall keep 


| 
i 





as if it were a gazelle or a deer. Only you 
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the Feast of Weeks to the Lord your God, 
and according to your ability you may offer 
whatever you wish, as the Lord your God 
blessed you.t !!You shall rejoice before the 
Lord your God, you and your son and 
daughter, your male servant and female 


| servant, the Levite who is within your 


cities, the resident alien and the fatherless 


and the widow who are among you, at the 


place where the Lord your God chooses for 
His name to be called upon there. !2And 
you shall remember you were a servant in 
the land of Egypt, and you shall be careful 
to observe these commandments. 


=. The Feast of Tabernacles -= 


13“You shall observe the Feast of Taber- 
nacles seven days, when you have gathered 
from your threshing floor and winepress: 
"You shall rejoice in your feast, you and 
your son and daughter, your male servant 
and female servant, the Levite, the resident 


| alien, the fatherless and the widow who are 


within your cities. Seven days you shall 
keep a feast to the Lord your God in the 
place the Lord your God chooses for Him- 
self, and if the Lord your God should bless 


you in all your produce and in all the work 


of your hands, you will be rejoicing. 
loThree times a year all your males shall 
appear before the Lord your God in the 
place the Lord chooses; at the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and 
at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall 
not appear before the Lord your God 


empty-handed, "Every man shall give as 


he is able, according to the blessing’ the 
Lord your God gave you. ` 
æ Appointing Judges 7- 


i8“You shall appoint judges and teachers 
in all the cities the Lord your God gives 





16:1 The month of new corn was a type of becoming new creatures in Christ (2Co 5:17), bearing the 


good fruits of virtue by casting away all hypocrisy, deceit, and arrogance, and putting on love for God 


4nd neighbor through the Holy Spirit (AthanG). 


16:8 The seventh and final day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread was ‘a Sabbath on which Israel was to 
9 no work . , , except what must be done for life. Therefore, the Sabbath was not a total cessation of 


all work; work essential to life might be done. 


Jesus cured a paralytic on the Sabbath, and this cure was obviously essential to his life. Yet the Jews 
accused Him of breaking the Sabbath, and even tried to kill Him (Jn 5:16). But these same Jews would 
rake care of their animals on the Sabbath, even if one should fall into a ditch, So Jesus asked them, “Of 

OW much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath” © 
(Mt 12:11, 12). Furthermore, He also said, “The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath” (Mt 12:8), and 
€ Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath" (Mk B27) a0" mams iT Se A 
re On the Day of Pentecost, the bread of the firstfruits was offered before the'Lord. This was a type 
L the Preaching of the apostles to the Jews in the Book of Acts, when three thousand believed in the 

Ord. Thus, these Jews were consecrated to the Lord as the firstfruits of the Resurrection (JohnCas). 
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you, according to your tribes, and they | place the Lord your God chooses for Hig 
shall judge the people with just judgment. | name to be called upon there. °So yoy 
l9They -shall not pervert judgment; they | shall come to the priests, the Levites, and 
shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe; | to the judge there in those days and ip. 
for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and | quire of them; and they shall pronounce 
twists the words of the righteous. 2°You | the judgment for you. You shall do ac- 
Shall pursue what is altogether just, that | cording to the sentence they pronounce 
you may live and go in and inherit the land | upon you in that place the Lord your God 
the Lord your God gives you. chooses for His name to be called upon 
You shall not plant, for yourself any | there. Thus you shall be very careful to do 
grove or any tree near the altar of the Lord according to-all they order you. !!Accord- 
your God which you build for yourself. | ing to the law and the judgment in which 
22You shall not set up a pillar the Lord your | they instruct you, you shall do; you shall | 

God hates. | not turn aside to the right hand or to the 

| left from the sentence they pronounce 

] i “You shall not sacrifice to the Lord | upon you. !2Now the man who acts arro- 

f/f your God a young bull or sheep hav- | gantly and will not obey the priest or the 
ing any blemish or defect, for that isan | judge who may be there in those days, and | 
abomination to the Lord your God.t » who stands to minister in the name of the | 

2“If there is found among you, within | Lord your God, that man shall die. So you 
any of your cities the Lord your God gives | shall put away the evil from Israel. Then 
you, a man or a woman who does evil be- | all the people shall hear and fear, and no | 
fore the Lord your God in transgressing | longer act impiously. 
His covenant, 2and who went and served 
and worshiped different gods, either the 
sun, moon, or any ornamentation of 
heaven, which He did not command, ‘and 
it is told you, then you shall inquire dili- 
gently; and if it is indeed true that such an 
abomination happened in Israel, Sthen you 
Shall bring out that man or woman; and 
you shall stone to death that man or 
woman with stones. "Whoever is deserving 
of death shall be put to death on the testi- 
mony of two or three witnesses; he shall | 
not be put to death on the testimony of one 
witness. ‘The hand of the witnesses shall 
be the first against him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hand of all the people. 
So you shall put away their evil from 
among you.t 

’“If there is some matter you are unable 
to judge, between degrees of guilt for. 
bloodshed, between one judgment or an- 
other, or between one punishment or an- 
other, matters of controversy in your 
cities, then you shall arise and go up to the 











= Setting Up Rulers > 
“If you enter the land the Lord your 
God is giving you as an inheritance, and — 
you inherit it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will - 
set a ruler over me like the remaining na- 
tions around me,’ ‘you shall surely set 4 
ruler over you whom the Lord your God 
chooses; one from among your brethren | 
you shall set as a ruler over yourself; you 
cannot set a foreigner over yourself, De- — 
cause he is not your brother. !6Whereforè — 
he shall not multiply a cavalry for himself 
nor cause the people to return to Egypt: fo! | 
the Lord said to you, ‘You shall not retul! — 
that way again.’ "Neither shall he multip!Y 
wives for himself, lest his heart be change 
nor shall he greatly multiply silver 4! 
gold for himself. !8Also it shall be, when n 
sits on the throne of his rule, that he shall 
write for himself a copy of this second 1aW 
in a book, from the one before the priests 
the Levites. It shall be with him, and he 
shall read it all the days of his life, that he 














17:1 No animal was to be sacrificed having any blemish or defect, for that is an abomination to the 
Lord your God. These animals were a type of Christ, who “without blemish and without spot” 
redeemed us by His precious blood (1Pt 1:19), His precious blood applied to our hearts enables us to be 
offered to God “without blemish” (Eph 5:27). Through His precious blood we are able to live a holy life 
but anyone who excuses sinful behavior or advocates such a lifestyle for others “is an abomination t° 
the Lord.” | | | | 

17:7, 12 The statement, “You shall put away their evil from among you,” is quoted by St. Paul in 

1Co 5:13 in relation to church discipline. This shows the close kinship between the old and new — 
covenants, and one and the same Lord and Lawgiver (JohnChr). The punishments were different, but 
the objective was the same, namely, a holy people to the Lord. is i“ a? euT oe 
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may learn to fear the Lord his God and be what comes from the sale of his paternal 
careful to observe all these commandments | inheritance. 
and ordinances, 2°that his heart may not be VOT | 
lifted above his brethren, that he may not TOES apres Wickedness m | 
turn aside from the commandment to the | | °“Now if you enter the land the Lord your 
right hand or to the left and may prolong | God gives you, you shall not learn to do the 
his rule, he and his sons among the sons of | abominations of those nations. There 
Israel. shall not be found among you anyone who 

purifies his son or daughter in the fire, or 
œ Caring for the Priests «2> one who practices divination, or a sooth- 
18 “The priests, the Levites—all the | sayer, or one who interprets omens, or a 
VU tribe of Levi—shall have no part | sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a 
nor inheritance with Israel; the burnt medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up 
offerings of the Lord shall be their portion; | the dead. '2Kor all who do these things are 
these they shall eat. 2Therefore they shall | an abomination to the Lord your God, and 
have no inheritance among their brethren: |’ because of these abominations the Lord 
the Lord is their inheritance, as He said te your God will destroy them ‘before you. 
them. Now this shall be the judgment con- "You shall be perfect before the Lord your 
cerning the priests from the peopie, from | God. \4For all these nations which you will 
those who offer sacrifices, whether it is a dispossess listened to soothsayers and di- 
young bull or sheep: one shall give tò the viners; but as for you, the Lord your God 
priest the shoulder, the cheeks, and the has not appointed such for you. 
stomach, *The firstfruits of your grain, 
wine, and olive oil, and the firstfruit of the 
sheep’s fleece you shall give to him. 5For | | 
the Lord your God chose him. out of: all | a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him 
your tribes to stand before the Lord your | you shall hear,t ‘according to all you asked 
God, to minister and to bless in His name, | from the Lord your God in Horeb in the day 
he and his sons forever among the chil- | of the assembly, saying, ‘Let us not hear 
dren of Israel. 6So if a Levite comes from | again the voice of the Lord our God, nor let 
one of your cities, from where he dwells | us see this great fire any more, lest we die.’ 
among all the children of Israel, as his soul | '7Then the Lord said to me, ‘What they have 
desires, to the place the Lord chooses, | spoken is good.t 18] will raise up for them a 
‘then he may minister in the name of the | Prophet like you from among their brethren, 
Lord his God, as do all his brethren the | and I will put My word in His mouth, and He 
Levites who stand before the Lord. ’They | shall speak to them all I command Him.t 
shall have equal portions to eat, besides | '*Therefore, whatever man will not listen to 
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18:15, 16 The words of the people, “Let'us not hear again the voice of the Lord our God, nor let us see 
this great fire any more, lest we die,” were spoken to Moses in Ex 20:19 at the giving of the Ten Com- 
mandments from Mt. Sinai. But Moses said nothing at this time about the coming of a Prophet like 
imself, Rather, his response to the people at that time was, “Be of good courage, for God is come to 

test you, that His fear may be among you, so you may not sin” (Ex 20:20). Thus, it was first necessary for 
them to be tested, so as to fear the Lord and not sin, for they were too dull of hearing to hear about 
another Prophet to come. However, they failed the test and died in the desert, because they would not 
obey the prophet Moses. l 
18:17 Forty years later Moses spoke to them of the prophecy concerning the Prophet:to come. For at 
Mt. Sinai the Lord also spoke to him the words recorded in vv. 18-22. The new generation was now 
ready to hear this prophecy. | | | 
18:18 The Prophet to come would be like Moses, in that Moses’ short-term prophecies came to pass; 
therefore, his long-term ones were to be believed, This was the mark of a true prophet (wv. 21, 22), and 
the same would be true of the Prophet to come. Tka 

The Prophet to come would speak all the Father commanded Him. This indicates He is the Word 
Made flesh (Jn 1:14), for no other prophet, including Moses, would ever speak in such a manner. They 

re mere men, whereas the Prophet to come would be God in the flesh. Thus, the prophet Isaiah 


prophesied concerning this Prophet that the people would be “taught by God," that is, by God in the 
esh (Is 54:13; Jn 6:45). | 


~. The Promise of a Prophet .= 
“The Lord your God will raise up for you 

















ssas] ESUS- CHRIST #a@ae- 
PRO PH ET a PRIE STY A 
AND" KING?” do oiis 
.@) lhroughout the Old Testament, God raised up prophets, priests, and kings from among His 
"> chosen people to serve and lead Israel. Not only did these servants minister in their own right, | 
E : f, many prefigured the coming of Christ our God, the promised Prophet, Priest, and Kingi 









mS | ¥ PROPHET .¥ 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 foreshadows Christ as the promised Prophet. The Lord speaks to 
Moses: “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and I will put My 
word in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all I command Him” (v. 18). The words, “like 
you” and “from among their brethren” speak of the preincarnate Word taking on human nature to 
become the promised Prophet. | | | | es 

The New Testament reveals several, instances when Jesus is recognized and proclaimed as this ~ 
Prophet of whom Moses wrote. For example, after witnessing Jesus’ miracle of feeding the five thou- 
sand, those present said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to. come into, the world” (Jn;6:14; see also 
Jn 7:40). Later St, Peter, while preaching to. the Jews, quotes from, Deuteronomy 18:18, 19, show- 
ing Jesus. Christ as the long-awaited Prophet, the fulfillment of God’s promise (Acts 3:22,23). 


i. PRIEST) & svi fi oN 
Psalm 109:1-4 foreshadows Christ as the great High Priest: “The Lord said'to my Lord... — 
‘You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’” The Book of Hebrews leaves no 
doubt as to whom this passage envisions: “Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, — 
Jesus Christ” (Heb 3:1). And, “We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (Heb 8:1). This long-awaited High Priest is our Lord Jesus” 
Christ. See also Hebrews 6:20. l Lig S a4 Aca} tie 
A priest is one “appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices” (Heb 8:3). As our eternal High | 
Priest, Jesus Christ freely offers Himself by willingly dying on the Cross for us. He did so as the _ 
perfect sacrifice, fulfilling the requirements of atonement through the remission of sins. By this gift, 
the promise of resurrection is offered, paradise is reopened, the Comforter is sent, and the hope of 
eternal life is given. As High Priest, Jesus is both the offerer and the offering. WO SNS 


| 

1 

| 

7 i KING ¢ | | | 

The Prophet Jeremiah records God’s promise of a coming King. The Lord says, “Behold, days | 

are coming when I will raise up for David the Righteous Orient, and a King shall reign. He willu | i 

derstand, and bring about judgment and righteousness on the earth” (Jer 23:5). | 

Isaiah promises His government will be not temporal, but eternal, ruling from the throne of 

David (Is 9:6, 7); In'Zechariah 6:13, a priest on His throne is foreshadowed. | | 

x On Palm Sunday, Jesus enters Jerusalem as a humble servant-King on the foal ofa donkey (see, 
Zec 9:9 and Mt 21:1-7). He willingly and without hesitation, doubt, or fear accepts the extreme 


| 








humiliation of the Cross, Above His head is written, “King of the Jews” (Jn 19:12-22 j : 
At His Second Coming; foretold in Old Testament prophecy, Christ will drive as the all: ' 
conquering King of kings to execute judgment, destroy the forces of evil, and establish an everlastite T 
peace. Psalm 2:6 tells us the Father established His Son over the holy hill of Zion. In Psalm 21:20; | 
the kingdom belongs to the Lord, and He will rule over all nations, Isaiah reveals the Gentiles 8 || 


being included in His kingdom (Is 62:2, 3). Jesus Himself promised the day when people “see q 
the Son of Man coming in His kingdom” (Mt 16:28). In the apocalyptic vision of the Apostle A. 
John, Christ’s title is: “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev 19:16). me) f 

-We have a Prophet who is the Truth, a Priest whose eternal offering is accepted by the Gy 
Father and received by us, and a King who will rule and reign forever over His Kingdom. 7%% | 
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235 = DEUTERONOMY 19: 


whatever the Prophet speaks in My name, I | he had not hated the victim hitherto up 
will require it of him.t 2°But whatever | until now. "Therefore I command you this 
prophet speaks impiously in My name a | word, saying, ‘You shall separate three 
word I have not ordered him to speak, or | cities for yourself.’ 
who speaks in the name of different gods, 8“But if the Lord your God enlarges your 
that prophet shall die,’ 2!Now if you should | territory in the manner He swore to your 
say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the | fathers, and the Lord gives you the land He 
word the Lord has not spoken?’— 22what- | promised to give to your fathers, and if you 
ever word a prophet speaks in the name of | hear and do all these commandments | 
the Lord, if the thing does not happen or | command you today, to love the Lord your 
come to pass, that is the thing the Lord has | God and walk in all His ways all your days, 
not spoken; the prophet spoke that word im- | then you shall add three more cities for 
piously; you shall stay away from him. yourself besides these three, lest sete aly 
DONI i aa blood be shed in the midst of your land the 
Da Ges OF Refuge on Lord your God is giving you as an inheri- 
19 “Now if the Lord your God removes | tance, and thus the guilt of bloodshed be 
the nations whose land the Lord | apon you. But if there should be a man 
your God is giving you, and you inherit | that hates his neighbor, and lies in wait for 
them and dwell in their cities and in their him, and rises against him, and strikes this 
houses, “you shall separate three cities for | Sou], and he dies, and then this man flees to 
yourself in the midst of the land the Lord | one of these cities, l2then the elders of his 
your God gives you. “You shall prepare | city shail, send and. bring him from there, 
roads for yourself, and divide into three and deliver him over to the hands of the 
parts the boundaries of your land the Lord avenger. of blood. that he may die. 3Your 
your God divides into sections for you, that eve shall not pity him, but vou shall.cleanse 


any manslayer may flee there. *Now_ this the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that 
Shall be the ordinance of the manslayer it may be well with you. 


who flees there, that he may live: Whoever 

strikes his neighbor involuntarily, not hav- æ Property Lines => 

ing hated him hitherto up until now— °as | _14“You shall not remove your neighbor’s 
when a man goes to the woods with his | boundaries your fathers established in 
neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings | your inheritance, which you will inherit in 
a stroke with the ax to cut down the tree, | the land the Lord your God gives you as an 
and the head slips from the handle and | jnheritance. 
Strikes his neighbor, that he dies—he shall 

flee to one of these cities and live; “lest the - Witnesses s7- 

avenger of blood, while his anger is hot, “One witness shall not rise against a 
Dursue the manslayer and overtake him, | man about any injustice or offense or sin 
because the way is long, and strikes this | concerning which he may be guilty; by the 
Soul, and he dies, though there was no judg- | mouth of two or three witnesses the matter 
ment rendered that he should die, because | shall be established.t '®If an unjust witness 








- — 





18:19 The Prophet to come would speak in the Father's name, for no other prophet could speak in such 
a Manner. Why? Because no other prophet could call the Father “My Father” (Jn 5:43; 10:25). Everyone 
else must address the Father as “Our Father” (Lord's Prayer), for the Son is the Father's Only-begotten. 
He is God of God and one in essence with the Father (Creed). 
Therefore, the Father says He would judge anyone refusing to listen to His Prophet (I will require it 
im). St. Peter interprets the words “will require” as meaning “utterly destroy" (Acts 3:22, 23). 
st, John Chrysostom also interprets “utterly destroy” as meaning the putting away of the Law of Moses: 
Do you see how the Law itself showed how it is done away in Christ? For this Prophet, that is, Christ 
according to the flesh, whom Moses commanded them to hear, made to cease both Sabbath and cir- 
‘uMcision and all other things.” | c | 
When Jesus multiplied the five loaves and the two fish to feed the five thousand men, the people 
Said afterward, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world” (Jn 6:14)..A few minutes later - 
ese same people “complained about Him” (Jn 6:41) because of what He taught, and consequently 
eserted Him (Jn 6:66). Me aWaldate sR bahniinysidual) oe Piina aano 
19:15-19 Based on this law, the false witnesses against Jesus should have been put to death, for they | 
anted Him to die (Mt 26:59-66). Le iM) “nemmem bm 


DEUTERONOMY 19:17 


rises against any man accusing him of 
impiety, "then both men in the controversy 
shall stand before the Lord, before the 
priests and the judges who serve in those 
days. i8Thus the judges shall make careful 
inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is an un- 
just witness who has testified unjustly 
against his brother, !%then you shall do to 
him in the manner he maliciously intended 
to do to his brother; so you shall put away 
the evil from among you. 2°Then those who 
remain shall hear and be afraid, and here- 
after they shall not again commit such evil 
among you. 2! Your eye shall not pity him: 
life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 


=~ Concerning Warfare > 


“Now if you go out to war against 

| your enemies and see horse and 
rider and a people more numerous than 
you, do not be afraid of them; for the Lord 
your God is with you who brought you up 
from the land of Egypt. ?So it shall be, 
when you are on the verge of battle; the 
priest shall approach and speak to the peo- 
ple, 3and he shall say to them, ‘Hear, O 
Israel, today you are going out to war 
against your enemies. Do not let your neart 
faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble 
or be terrified because of their face; *for the 
Lord your God is He who goes with you to 
fight for you against your enemies, to save 
you. 5Then the scribes shall speak to the 
people, saying, ‘What man is there who 
built a new house, but has not consecrated 
it? Let him go and return to his house, lest 
he die in the war, and a different man con- 
secrate it. Also what man is there who 
planted a vineyard, but has not enjoyed it? 
Let him go and return to his house, lest he 
die in the war, and a different man enjoy it. 
7Then too, what man is there who is 
betrothed to a woman, but has not married 
her? Let him go and return to his house, 
lest he die in the war, and a different man 
marry her.’ 8Now the scribes shall speak 
further to the people and say, ‘What man is 
there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let 





him go and return to his house, lest the 
brethren faint like his heart.’t 


heart of his 
So it shall be, when the scribes finish 
20:8 This word concerning the fearful a 
come under the new covenant, namely, 
For as Jam 1:8 says, “a dou 
one foot in the wor 
and mammon” (Mt 6:24). 






‘not cut it down. Should a man use this tree 





nd fainthearted is spoken in a mystery concerning those to 
that one cannot fight the Lord's battles with a double heart: 

ble-minded man [is] unstable in all his ways. k, have 
id and one in the kingdom of God. 








speaking to the people, they shall establish 
rulers of the army to lead the people. ) 
1\0“If you go near a city to fight against jf 
then proclaim an offer of peace to it. "If in. 
deed they accept your offer of peace ang 
open to you, then all the people who are 
found in it shall be placed under tribute to 
you and obey you. !?But if the city will not 
make peace with you, but makes war 
against you, then you shall besiege it 
3Then the Lord your God will deliver it 
into your hands, and you shall strike every | 
male in it with the edge of the sword. '4Be. 
sides the women, the household, all the cat- 
tle, and whatever is in the city, and all its 
spoil, you shall capture for yourself; and 
you shall eat all your enemies’ booty, which 





| the Lord your God gives you. !°Thus you 


shall do to all the cities very far from you, 
which are not of the cities of these nations. 
i6But indeed, of the cities of these nations 
which the Lord your God gives you to in- 
herit their land, you shall let nothing that 
breathes remain alive; but you shall ut 


| terly destroy them: the Hittite, the Amonite, 
‘the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, the 


Jebusite, and the Girgashite, in the manner 
the Lord your God commanded you; ‘lest | 
they teach you to do all the abominations 
they did for their gods; and you sin against 
the Lord your God. 

19“Now if you besiege a city for many 
days to make war against it to take it, you 
shall not destroy its trees by wielding an aX | 
against them; but if you can eat from it, do 
in the field to go before you as a battering | 
ram? 2°But the tree you know is not a [ree 
for food, this you may destroy and cul 
down to build a bulwark against the civ 
that makes war with you, until it is deliv | 
ered over. 

d 


~ Unsolved Murders > 
9, ] “If anyone is found slain in the lan 
the Lord your God gives you t 
inherit, and is fallen in the open field, an i 
is not known who killed him, then yo F 
elders and your judges shall go out ane 
measure the distance from the slain man 
the surrounding cities. “Then it shall be &* 
elder of the city nearest to the slain mal 





" One cannot, so to speas, 
“No one can serve two masters," that is, Go 








will take a heifer from the oxen which has 
not been worked and pulled with a yoke. 
‘The elders of that city shall bring the 
heifer down to a rocky valley, neither 
plowed nor sown, and they shall hamstring 





priests, the Levites, shall come near, for the 
Lord your God chose them to be present for 
Him and to bless in His name; by their 
word every controversy and every assault 
shall be settled. After this, all the elders of 
that city nearest to the slain man shall 
wash their hands over the heifer which was 
hamstrung in the valley. “Then they shall 
answer and say, ‘Our hands have not shed 
this blood, nor have our eyes seen it. *Be 
merciful, O Lord, to Your people Israel, 
whom You redeemed from the land of 
Egypt, so there may be no bloodguiltiness 
among Your people Israel.’ Thus the blood 
shall atone for them. ?And you shall put 
away the guilt of their innocent blood from 
among you, if you-do what is good-and 
pleasing before the Lerd your God. 
> Women Captives -=> 

lo*“Niow if you go out to war against your 
enemies, and the Lord your God: delivers 
them into your hands, and you take them 
captive, |1and you see among the captives a 
beautiful woman, and desire her and would 
take her for your wife, !2then you shall 
bring her home to your house, and you 
shall shave her head and trim her nails. 
You shall take the clothes of her captivity 
from her; and she shall remain in your 
house and mourn her father and mother a 
full month: after that you may go in to her 


and dwell with her, and she shall be your | 


wife. 14But it shall be, if you do not want 
her, then you shall send her away free, but 


you certainly shall not sell her for money; | 


21:15 In the statement, the firstborn son is of her, the verb /s literally means “come into existence.” In 
the heretics applied this verb to the Son of God, for they claimed He had a begin- 
birth of this son would be from parents who hada beginning of existence; 
have a-beginning. However, the Son of God is the Offspring of the Fa- 


the fourth century, 
ning of existence. But the | 
therefore, their offspring would 
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you shall not treat her brutally, because 
you humbled her. 


«n Firstborn Rights of Inheritance > 
15“Now if a man is married to two wives, 


the heifer there in the valley. "Then the | one loved and the other hated, and they 


have borne him children, both the loved 


and the hated, and the firstborn son is of 
her who is hated,t !6then it shall be, on the 
day he bequeaths his possessions to his 
sons, he must not bestow firstborn status 
on the son of the loved wife in preference 
to the son of the unloved, the true firstborn. 
i7But he shall acknowledge the son of the 
unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him 
a double portion of all he has, for he is the 
beginning of his strength; the right of the 
firstborn is. his. 


=~. A Rebellious Son => 

\8*Now if a man should have a disobedi- 
ent and rebellious son who will not obey 
the voice of his father or the voice of his 
mother, and who, when they chastened 
him, will not heed them, !%then his father 
and mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city, to the 
gate of his city. So they shall say to the 
men of his city, ‘This son:of ours is disobe- 
dient and rebellious; he will not obey our 
voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 
21Then all the men of. his city shall stone 
him to death with stones, and he shall die; 
so you shall put away the evil from among 


you, and the rest shall hear and be afraid. 


2“Now if a man committed a crime un- 
der the sentence of death, and he is put to 


death, and you hang him on a tree,t 2%his 


body shall not: remain overnight on the 
tree, but you shall surely bury him that 
day: for he who is hanged on a tree is ac- 
cursed of God; that you do not defile the 





ther, and He is without beginning; therefore, His Son, too, is without beginning. These heretics there- 


fore condemned themselves by their 


false application of the verb in this verse (AthanG). » 


21:22, 23 Under the Mosaic Law, there were two kinds of curses. One was the curse of capital punish- 


ment by hanging, and 


the other of being cursed for transgressing the Law (27:26). 


The first applied to Christ when He redeemed us by hanging on the cross. St. Paul quoted v. 23 when 


e said, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse 
ten, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs ona tree’)" 
Place of us, who were the guilty. 

_ However, the second curse in no way applies to 


Him by quoting Is 53:9: “Who committed no sin, / Nor was deceit found in His-mouth” 


YohnChr) 


of the law, having becomea curse for us (for it is writ- 
(Gal 3:13). He was the Innocent One who took the 


Christ, for He never sinned, as St. Peter also said of 


(1Pt.2:22).. 





DEUTERONOMY 22:1 


land the Lord your God gives you as an in- 
heritance. 








from it.t 


2 P “When you see your brother’s young 

bull or his sheep wandering on the 
road, you should not ignore them; you shall 
certainly return them to your brother and 
restore them to him.t “But if your brother is 
not near you, or if you do not know him, 
then you shall bring them to your own 
house, and they shall remain with you until 
your brother seeks them; then you shall 
restore them to him. “You shall do the same 
with his donkey, or with his garment, or 
with any lost thing of your brother’s which 
he lost and you found; you should not 
ignore them. You shall not see your broth- 
er’s donkey or his young bull fall down on 
the road, and ignore them; you shall surely 
help him lift them up again. 


the seed you sow and the fruit of your vine. 


with a young bull and a donkey together 
-11You shall not wear a garment of different 
sorts, such as wool and linen mixed fo. 
gether. 

12“You shall make tassels on the corners 
of the clothing with which you cover your- 
self.t 


æ Maintaining Sexual Purity = _ 


13“Tf any man takes a wife and dwells 
with her, and hates her,t ‘and lays re 
| proachful words upon her, and brings a bad 
name on her, and says, ‘I took this woman, 
and when I came to her, I found she was not 

5“A woman shall not wear a man’s cloth- | a vir gin,’ then the father and. mother of 
ing, nor shall a.man put on a woman’s gar- | the young woman shall take and bring out 
ment, for all who do so are an abomination | the evidence of the young woman's virgin- 
to the Lord your God.t | ity to the.elders at the gate. '©So. the young 

6“If a bird’s nest happens to be before | woman’s father shall say to the elders, 1 
you along the way, in any tree or on the | gave my daughter to this man as wife, and 
ground, with young ones or eggs, with the | he hates her. Now he is laying reproachful 
mother sitting on the young or on the eggs, | words ‘upon her, saying, “I found: your 
you shall not take the mother with the | daughter was not a virgin,” and ‘yet these 
young;t 7you shall surely let the mother go | are the evidences of my daughter’s virgin- 
and take the young for yourself, that it may | ity.’ And they shall spread the cloth before 
be well with you and you prolong your | the elders of the city. !8Then the elders of 
days. that city shall take that man and discipline 

8“If you should build a new house, then | him; !%and they shall fine him one hundred 
you shall make a railing for your house, | shekels of silver and give them to the father 








in your own house’ ifa anyone happen to fall 


9“You shall not sow your vineyard with | 
different kinds of seed, lest the yield and | 


yard become unholy.t !°You shall not plow 


lc 


that you may not be guilty of manslaughter | of the young woman, because he brought a 





22:1-4 If a aao s young bull or donkey fallen on the road was to be helped, haw much more should 
a man’s soul be helped on the road to eternal life ohnChr). | 

22:5 The dignity and distinction between male and female were not to be obscured, for in the begir 
ning man was created male and female, and God blessed both (Gn 1:26, 27). To be male is not better 
than to be female, or vice versa, for God pronounced both “very good” (Gn 1:31). Therefore, a man 
should not try to be a woman, nor a woman a man. 

22:6, 7 The dignity and protection of motherhood, even among birds, was to be maintained. As then; 
so now as well; 

22:8 When a man builds a house, love of neighbor must be in his mind. For idve of neighbor is the 
summary of the Law (Lv 19:18; Rom 13:9). Under the Law one was to love his neighbor “as himself.” 
Under Grace one is to love his neighbor more than himself, for Jesus said, “A new commandment | give 


to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that you also love one another” (Jn 13:34). Jesus | 


loved mankind more than Himself, and He even died for His enemies (Rom 5:6-8). 

22:9-11 Each distinct thing God created has its own dignity, for God declared everything He made to 
be “very good” (Gn 1:34)... 

22:12 The commandment concerning tassels was first given in Nm 15:37-41. These were constant re- 
minders to keep all the Lord's commandments. For the Israelites, as is true of all men, had a tendency © 
follow their own mind and will, rather than the will of God (Nm 15:39). The fault was not with the Law 
of Moses but with their own tendencies. 





ee 


22:13-28 These laws were designed to protect both virginity and marriage, for both are “very good in : 


the eyes of God, for He created both (Gn 1:31). 
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bad name on a virgin of Israel; and she 
shall be his wife; he cannot divorce her all 
his days. 2°But if his word is true, and evi- 
dences of virginity are not found for the 
young woman, 2'then they shall bring out 
the young woman to the doors of her fa- 
ther’s house, and the men of her city shall 
stone her to death with stones, and she 
shall die, because she did a foolish thing 
among the children of Israel, to commit for- 
nication in her father’s house. So you shall 
put away the evil from among you. 

22“Tf aman is found lying with a married 
woman, then you shall kill both of them— 
the man that lay with the woman and the 
woman; So you Shall put away the evil from 
Israel. 

23“Tf a young woman who is a virgin is 
betrothed to a husband, and a man finds 
her in the city and lies with her, 24then you 
shall bring them both out to the gate of that 
city, and you shall stone them to death with 


shall not enter the assembly of the Lord. 


_ DEUTERONOMY 23:18 








The child of a prostitute shall not enter the 
assembly of the Lord. 

“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not en- 
ter the assembly of the Lord; even to the 
tenth generation none of his descendants 
shall enter the assembly of the Lord for- 
ever,t “because they did not meet you with 
bread and water when you came out of 
Egypt, and because they hired against you 
Balaam the son of Beor from Mesopotamia 
to curse you. Nevertheless, the Lord your 
God would not listen to Balaam; but the 
Lord your God turned the curse into a 
blessing for you, because the Lord your 
God loved you. 7You shall not address them 


with peaceful words and good wishes all 
| your days forever.t 8You shall not abhor an 
| Edomite, for he is your brother. You shall 


Bo abhor an Egyptian, because you were 
1 alien in his land. 9The sons of the third 


ene ation born to them may enter the as- 
| sembiy of the Lord. 


stones, the young woman because she did 
not cry out in the city, and the man because | 


he humbled his neighbor’s wife; so you 
Shall put away the evil from among you. 
“But if a man finds a betrothed young 
woman in the countryside, and the man 
forces her and lies with her, then you shall 


kill only the man who lay with her. 26But | 


you shall do nothing to the young woman: 
there is in the young woman no sin deserv- 
ing of death; for just as when a man rises 
against his neighbor and murders him: 
even so is this matter. 2/For he found her in 
the countryside, and the betrothed young 
woman cried out, but there was no one to 
come to her aid. 

48“Tf a man finds a young woman who is 


a virgin who is not betrothed, and seizes 
her and lies with her, and they are found 


out, then the man who lay with her shall 
give to the young woman’s father fifty sil- 
ver two-drachma coins, and she shall be his 
wife, because he humbled her; he shall not 
be permitted to divorce her all his days. 


-*. Exclusion from God’s People > 


2 3 “A man shall not take his father’s 
wife, nor uncover what is covered of 


his father’s. 
“The eunuch and the castrated man 








= Guarding the Campsite > 

10“If you should go out to encamp against 
your enemies, then keep yourself from 
every evil thing. "If there should be any 
man among you who is not clean from a 
flow in the night, then he shall go outside 
the camp; he shall not come inside the 
camp.-'*But it shall be, when evening 


/ comes, he shall wash his body with water; 
and when the sun sets, he may come into 


the camp. Also there shall be a place out- 
side the camp, and you shall defecate there: 
tand you shall have a spike on your belt, 
and when you defecate outside, you shall 
dig with it and turn and cover your excre- 
ment. !°For the Lord-your God walks about 
in the midst of your camp to save you and 
to deliver up your enemy to you; therefore, 
your camp shall be holy, and no shameful 
matter shall be seen among you, and He 
turn away from you. 


fa Other Laws > — 


16“You shall not deliver to his lord the 
Slave who fled from his lord to you. !7He 
may dwell with you in the very place pleas- 
ing to him; you shall not afflict him. !8There 
shall be no female prostitute among the 





23:4 The Ammonite and the Moabite ant af those Hefeties who employ subtle and deceitful argu- 


ments against the 
from the Father, 


Blessed and Holy Trinity. For they pry into the Son's incomprehensible generation © 
and the Holy Spirit's incomprehensible procession from the Rather: They try to plain ; 


the unexplainable, and twist the truth with their sophistry (GrgTheo). 
23:7 There is no peaceful coexistence or good wishes for heretics or heresy. ` 








DEUTERONOMY 23:19 240 a Se 
his house, or the latter man dies who too, 
her as his wife, ‘then her former husband 
who divorced her cannot take her back to 
be his wife after she was defiled; because 
that is an abomination before the Lord 
your God; and you shall not defile the land 
the Lord your God is giving you as an | 
inheritance. 


= Other Laws -=> 


“If a man should take a new wife, he 
shall not go out to war or be charged with | 
any business; he shall be free at home one 
year and bring happiness to his wife whom 
he took. 7 i 

6“No man shall take the lower or the up- 
per millstone in pledge, for he takes one’s — 
| living in pledge. | 
7“If a man should kidnap any of his 
| brethren of the sons of Israel and mistreats 
him or sells him, then that kidnapper shall 
die; and you shall put away the evil from 
| among you: 

“Take heed to yourself in an outbreak of — 
leprosy that you carefully keep and do ac- 
cording to all the law, whatever the priests 
and Levites may proclaim to you, in the 
| manner I commanded them; so you shall 
keep and do. 9Remember what the Lord 
your God did to Miriam on the way when 
you proceeded out of Egypt. 

10“Tf you should lend your neighbor any- 
thing, you shall not enter his house to get 
his pledge: !!You shall stand outside, and 
the man to whom you lend shall bring the 
pledge out to you. !2Now if the man is poor, 
you shall not keep his pledge overnight. 
13You shall return the pledge to him again 
when the sun goes down, that he may sleep 
in his own garment and bless you; and it 
shall be for you an alms before the Lo 
your God. 1 

14*You shall not withhold wrongfully thé 
wage of the poor and needy, whether one 0! 
your brethren or one of the resident aliens 
in your cities, '5Each day you shall pay im 
his wage and not let the sun go down on Ih 





daughters of Israel, or a male prostitute 
among the sons of Israel; there shall be no 
female temple prostitute among the daugh- 
ters of Israel, and there shall be no male 
temple prostitute among the sons of Israel. 
t9You shall not bring the wages of a prosti- 
tute or the price of a dog into the house of 
the Lord your God for any vowed offering, 
for both are an abomination to the Lord 
your God. | 

20“You shall not charge interest to your 
brother—interest on money or food or any- 
thing you lend out.t 2!You may charge in- 
terest to a foreigner, but you shall not 
charge interest to your brother, that the | 
Lord your God may bless you in all your 
works in the land you are entering to in- 
herit. 

22“If you should make a vow to the Lord 
your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for 
the Lord your God will surely require ii of 
you, and it would be sin to you. But if you 
should abstain from vowing, it is not a sin 
to you. 24That which proceeds from your 
lips you shall keep and ‘do in the manner 
you vowed your gift to the Lord your God; 
that which you spoke with your mouth. 

25“If you enter into your neighbor’s 
standing grain, you may pluck the heads 
with your hands, but you shall not use a 
sickle on your neighbor’s standing grain. 
26Now if you enter into your neighbor's 
vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes at 
your pleasure, but you shall not put any in 
your container. 





== 


æ. Divorce and Remarriage -7> 


2 4. “If a man takes a wife and marries | 

her, and it should be she finds no 
favor before him, because he found some- 
thing shameful in her, and he writes hera 
certificate of divorce, puts it in her hands, 
and sends her out of his house,t 2and she 
departs from his house and marries a dif- 
ferent man, 2and the latter man hates her 
and writes her a certificate of divorce, and 
puts it in her hands, and sends her out of 


P “608° —_— 





23:20, 21 Charging interest (usury) was a subtle form of greed, for it used the pretense of relieving a 
need to gain a profit. This was a subtle device to extort money from a poor brother in the name of 
ing him good. It relieved poverty to make a gain from poverty. It used another's need as an occasion t° 
become wealthy (JohnChr). 

24:1-4 These laws regarding divorce were given to protect the wife from being murdered by the hus- 
band, for hate leads to murder; and hardhearted husbands in Israel would kill the wives they hated: 
Another reason the laws were given was to prevent wife-swapping, which would have destroyed the 
sanctity of marriage. Therefore, divorce was allowed by the Lawgiver to prevent greater evils from 0° 
curring. For hardhearted husbands would not hesitate to murder and commit other atrocities if they 
thought it was to their advantage (JohnChr). i | 

















for he is poor and has set his hope on it; lest 
he cry out against you to the Lord, and it be 
sin to you. 

i6“Fathers shall not: be put to death for 
their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for 
their fathers; each shall be put to death 
for his own sin.t 

“You shall not pervert judgment due 


the stranger and the fatherless and the 


widow, nor take a widow’s garment as a 
pledge. '*But you shall remember you were 
a servant in Egypt, and the Lord your God 
redeemed you from there; therefore, I com- 
mand you to do this thing. | 

If you should reap your harvest in 
your field and forget a sheaf in the field, 
you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for 
the poor and the resident alien and the fa- 
therless and the widow, that the Lord your 
God may bless you in all the works of your 
hands. 2°If you pick olives, you shall not go 


back to glean what you left behind you: it | 


shall be for the resident alien, the father- 
less, and the widow; and remember, you 
were a Servant in Egypt; therefore, | com- 
mand you to do this. 2!Now if you should 
gather the grapes of your vineyard, you 
Shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for 
the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 
widow. So remember, you were a servant 
in the land of Egypt; therefore, I command 
you to do this thing. 









between men, and they come to 
judgment, and they judge and justify the 
one in the right but condemn the impious 
one, 2then it shall be, if the impious man 
should deserve to be beaten, you shall set 


| him before the judges, and one shall beat 


him before them, according to his impiety, 
with a certain number of blows. Forty 
blows he may give him and no more, lest he 
should exceed this and beat him with many 
blows above these, and your brother be dis- 
graced before you. 

4“You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain.t 


= A Departed Brother => 


“Tf brothers dwell together, and one of 
them dies and has no son, the widow of the 
dead man shall not be married to a 
stranger outside the family; her husband’s 
brother shall go in to her, take her as his 
wife, and dwell with her.t Then it shall be, 
the firstborn son she bears shall be named 
by the name of his dead brother, that his 
name may not be blotted out of Israel. 7But 
if the man does not want to take his 
brother's wife, then let his brother’s wife go 
up to the gate to the elders, and say, ‘My 
husband’s brother does not want to raise 
up the name of his brother in Israel; my 
husband's brother did not wish to do so’ 
8Then the elders of his city shall call him 





24:16 Parents could not be punished because of their children’s sins, nor vice versa. The prophet Ezekiel 
also confirmed this: “The word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son of man, what is the meaning of this 
proverb among the sons of Israel, which says: The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge? As | live, says the Lord, you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all 
souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins shall die” 
(Ezk 18:1-4). Therefore, each one is accountable for his own sins. 

What then is the meaning of 5:9, “repaying the sins of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate Me”? This was not meant as a universal saying. It only referred to 
the children of those who sinned in Egypt, and who committed the same sins as their fathers. Anyone 
who reads the Scriptures regarding Israel's deliverance from Egypt will find this to be true (JohnChr). 

This understanding also refutes the doctrine of original sin, which claims that all mankind is guilty 
before God for Adam's sin, Adam was guilty for his own transgression. His transgression brought physi- 
cal death upon all mankind, but not guilt before God (Rom 5:12). Each individual is accountable before 


God for his own sins. 


25:4 The mystery hidden in this statement refers to teachers in the Church (1Ti 5:18; Lk 10:7). Those 
who labor like an ox in the field are worthy of receiving wages to meet their needs, for the ox worked 
very hard under great toil and stress, As St. John Chrysostom said concerning teachers in the Church, 
“Unless he is as the ox treading out the corn, and bearing the yoke, in spite of heat and thorns, and 
does not cease his labors until he carries the corn into the granary, he is not worthy." 

25:5, 6 This law explains how Joseph (the foster father of Jesus) could have two fathers, as recorded in 
the two genealogies of Jesus. In Luke's record of the genealogy, Joseph's father was Heli (Lk 3:23). Heli 
was his legal father, for he died childless. Jacob, his brother by the same mother, raised up seed for him. 


This seed was Joseph, according to Matthew's genealogy (Mt 1:16). Thus, 


father ohnDm), 


Jacob was Joseph's natural 


DEUTERONOMY 25:9 





and speak to him. But-if he stands firm and 
says, ‘Ido not want to take her, then his 
brother’s wife shall come before the elders, 
remove his brother’s sandal from his foot, 
spit in his face, and answer and say, ‘So 
they shall do to the man who will not build 
up his brother's house.’ !°And_ his name 
Shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him 
who had his sandal removed.’ 


~ The Enemy Amalek «= 

“Tf two men fight together, a man with 
his brother, and the wife of one draws near 
to rescue her husband from the hand of the 
one attacking him and puts out her hand 
and seizes him by the genitals, then you 
shall cut off her hand: your eye shall not 
pity her. 

“You. shall not have in your bag differ- 
ing weights, a heavy and alight. !4You shall 
not have in your house differing measures, 
a large and a small. !5You shall have a true 
and just weight and a true and just mea- 
sure, that your days may be lengthened in 
the land the Lord your God is giving you as 
an inheritance. lFor all who do such 
things, all who behave unjustly, are’ an 
abomination to the Lord your God. 


“Remember what Amalek did to you on 


the way as you were coming out of Egypt,t 
'8how he met you on the way and cut off 
your rear guard, all the stragglers at your 
rear, when you were tired and weary; and 
he did not fear God. !°Therefore it shall be, 
when the Lord your God gives you rest 
from your enemies all around in the land 
the Lord your God is giving you to possess 


as an inheritance, you will blot out the | 


name of Amalek from under heaven. You 
shall not forget. 


you as an inheritance, and you inherit it 
and dwell in it, 2you shall take some of the 
first of all the produce of your land which 
the Lord your God gives you and put it in a 
basket, and go to the place the Lord your 
God will choose for His name to be called 
upon there. “Then you shall go to the one 
who is priest in those days and say to him, 
“i declare today to the Lord my God, I have 


= Offerings at Harvest >- 
“And it shall be, when you come into 


25:17-19 Remember Amalek. Do not forget. For he is a CoWare who dee not fear God, and he attack 
from behind when you are tired and weary. He İs the devil. But overcome him with the sign of the = 
cross, and you will enjoy rest in the Lord Jesus Christ, through whom you will overcome this enemy 


even in your weakest moments, 


the land the Lord your God gives 


~ = =s = = 





dead. I obeyed the voice of the Lord MY 


just as You’ swore to give our fathers, “ 







come to the country the Lord swore ito Our 
fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shal 
take the basket out of your hands and set it 
down before the altar of the Lord your Gog 
°So you shall answer and say before the 
Lord your God, ‘My father left Syria, and 
he went down to Egypt and dwelt there. 
few in number; and there he became a 
nation, great, mighty, and populous. But 
the Egyptians maltreated us, humbled us, 


——— ee 


and laid hard tasks on us. 7Then we cried 
out to the Lord God of our fathers, and the 
Lord heard our voice and looked on our 
humility, our labor and our affliction. 89 | 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a | 
mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, 
with great spectacles and: with signs and 
wonders. 9He brought us to this place and 
gave us this land, “a land flowing with milk 
and honey”; Wand now, behold, I brought | 
the firstfruits of the produce of the land | 
You, O Lord, gave me.’ Then you shall set it | 
before the Lord your God and worship 
there before the Lord your God. So you — 
shall rejoice in every good thing the Lord 
your God gave you and your house, you 
| 
| 


and the Levite and the resident alien 


among you. 

12“Now if you should finish tithing all the 
tithe of the produce of your land in the 
third year, you shall give the second tithe to 
the Levite, the resident alien, the fatherless, 
and the widow; and they shall eat within 
your cities and be filled. '8Then you shall | 


| say before the Lord your God, ‘I cleared out | 


the holy things from my house and also | 
gave them to the Levite, the resident alien. 

the fatherless, and the widow, according (0 | 
all Your commandments You commanded 
me; I have not transgressed Your command- 
ments, nor have I forgotten them, I have 
not eaten any of them when in mourning: 
nor have I cleared out any of them for al 
unclean use, nor given any of them for thè - 


) 







God, and did according to all You com 
manded me. !5Look down from Your hol 
habitation from. heaven, and bless You! 

people Israel and the land You gave them 


land flowing with milk and honey.” ' 






24-3 DEUTERONOMY 27:21 
very plainly on the stones all the words of 
this law.” 

Then Moses and the priests, the Levites, 
spoke to all Israel, saying, “Be silent and 
listen, O Israel: This day you became the 
people of the Lord your God. Therefore 
you shall obey the voice of the Lord your 
God, and do all:His commandments and or- 
dinances I command you today.” 


æ Curses on Disobedience = 


UThen Moses commanded the people on 
that day, saying, !2“These shall stand on 
Mount Gerizim to bless the people when 
you cross over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; 
Sand these shall stand on Mount Ebal to 
HROV lave O SSe i yora curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, 

| and Naphtali. | | 


2 / Now Moses with the elders of Israel Then the Levites shall speak with-a 
_ ordered the: people, saying, “Keep | loud voice and say to all Israel: _ 


all these commandments I command you ‘Cursed is the man who makes a carved 
today. Then it shall be,.on the ‘day you | dr molten image an ‘abomination tor the 
cross over the Jordan to the: land the Lord Lord. the work of the hands of the crafts- 
your God gives you, you shall set up for | man, and sets it up in secret.’ Then all the 
yourselves large stones and plaster them people shall answer and say, ‘Amen!’ 

with lime. “You shall write on the stones all | 16‘@yrsed ‘is he who dishonors his father 
the words of this law when you cross over | or ‘mother’ Then all the people shall say 
the Jordan, at the time you enter the.land | ‘Amen!’ | UG | 

the Lord God of your fathers is giving you, Cursed is he who changes his neigh- 
‘a land flowing with milk and honey, in the | por’s boundaries.” Then all the people shall 
manner the Lord God of your fathers told | say, ‘Amen!’ 

you. Therefore it shall be, when you cross | -18‘Cursed is he who makes the blind 
over the Jordan, you shall set up these | wander ona road. Then all the people shall 
stones on Mount Ebal, which I command | say, ‘Amen!’ | 

you today, and you shall plaster them with I*Cursed is he who perverts the judg- 
lime. SNow there you shall build an altar to | ment of a resident alien, the fatherless, and 
the Lord your God, an altar of stones; you | the widow.’ Then all the people shall say, 
shall not use an iron tool on them.t You | ‘Amen!’ | 

shall build with whole stones the altar of | Cursed is he who lies with his father’s 
the Lord your God, and offer whole burnt | wife, because he uncovered what is covered 
offerings on it to the Lord your God. 7You | of his father’s.’ Then all the people shall 
shall sacrifice peace offerings there, and | say, ‘Amen!’ , 

shall eat and be filled and rejoice before 21‘Cursed is he who lies with any cattle.’ 
the Lord your God: ®Then you shall write | Then all the people shall.say, ‘Amen!’ 


c The People of God => 

i6*This day the Lord your God com- 
mands you to observe these ordinances 
and judgments; therefore, you shall be 
careful to do them with all your heart and 
with all your soul.t "Today, you proclaimed 
God to be your God, and to walk in His 
ways, to keep His ordinances and judg- 
ments, and to obey His voice. !8Also today, 
the Lord proclaimed you to be His special 
people, just as He said to you, that you 
should keep all His commandments, and 
to set you high over all the nations; how He 
made you a name, a pride, and glorious, 
that you might be a holy people to the Lord 
your God, just as He said.” 





a a a 





26:16-19 Israel promised to keep the Law of Moses with all their heart and with all their soul. This was 
a genuine possibility from the standpoint of the Law itself, but it was an impossibility when considering 
their heart and soul. They simply did not have the heart to follow through, for man's willpower alone 
could not fulfill the Law's requirements. Therefore, the fault for not keeping it made them guilty. Fur- 
thermore, the Law itself had an inherent weakness. It could not give them divine power to help their 
willpower fulfill it, So the Law pointed them to Christ as the solution to their dilemma, for He is “the 
end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Rom 10:4). Those under the Law who be- 
lieved in this “end” would be made complete by His Incarnation (Heb 11:39, 40). 

27:5-8 Aspects of true worship are foreshadowed in these verses, Worship involves an altar (see Heb 
13:10). There is no artificiality in genuine worship (whole stones), and silence is part of it (shall not use 
an iron tool—GrgTheo), In true worship, one's whole life should be committed to God (whole burnt 
Offerings). In the Eucharist (peace offerings), we eat and drink Christ's precious body and blood, and are 
filled with joy before the Lord. ol | f sabini 








DEUTERONOMY 27:22 


22°Cursed is he who lies with his sister, 
the daughter of his father or the daughter 
of his mother,” Then all the people shall say, 
‘Amen!’ 

23‘Cursed is he who lies with his mother- 
in-law. Then all the people: shall say, 
‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is he who lies with the sis- 
ter of his wife. Then all the people shall 
say, ‘Amen!’ 





24«Cyrsed is he who strikes his neighbor | 


deceitfully” Then all the people shall say, 
‘Amen!’ 

25‘Cursed is he who takes.a bribe to slay 
the innocent blood of a soul.’ Then all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

26‘Cyursed is every man who. does. not 
abide in all the words of this law to do 
them. Then all the people. shall say, 
‘Amen!’t | 


~ The Blessings of Obedience = 


Lord your God gives you, if you diligently 
obey the voice of the Lord your Goad to be 
careful and do all His commandments I 
command you today, then the Lord your 
God will set you high over all nations of the 
earth.t 2Then all these blessings shall come 
upon you and find you, because you obey 
the voice of the Lord your God: *Blessed 
shall you be in the city, and blessed shall 
you be in the country. *Blessed shall be the 
offspring of your womb, the produce of 
your ground and the herds of your oxen, 
and the flocks of your sheep. °Blessed shall 
be your storehouses and your reserves. 
6Blessed shall you be when you come in, 
and blessed shall you be when you go out. 


7May the Lord your God deliver your ene- | 


mies who rise against you to be defeated 
before your face; they shall come out 


27:26 Under the Law, cursed is every man who does not abide in all the words of this law to do them 






“Now it shall come to pass, aS yOu | 
cross the Jordan to the lana the | 
over you. 1350o the Lord your God will make | 








against you one way and flee before yoy 
seven ways. The Lord will command the 
blessing on you in your storehouses and in 
all to which you set your hand in the land 
the Lord your God gives you. 

The Lord your God will establish you 
as a holy people to Himself, in the manner 
He swore to your fathers, if you obey the 
voice of the Lord your God, and walk in His 
ways. Then all nations of the earth shall 
see you are called by the name of the Lord, 
and they shall be afraid of you. \1So the 
Lord your God shall increase you in good 
things: in the fruit of your womb, in the 
produce of your ground, and in the off- 
spring of your cattle in the land the Lord | 
swore to your fathers to give you. 12The 
Lord will open to you His good treasure, 
the heaven, to give the rain to your land in 
its season and to bless all the works of your 
hands. You shall lend to many nations, but 
you shall not borrow; and you shall rule | 
over many nations, and they shall not rule | 


you the head and not the tail; you shall be | 
above only and not beneath, if you heed the 


commandments of the Lord your God | 


command you today to keep and do them. 
14You shall not transgress any of the words 
I command you this day to the right or the 
left, to go after different gods to serve 
them. | 

15“But it shall be, if you do not obey the 
voice of the Lord your God to keep and do 
all His commandments I command you t0- 
day, all these curses will come upon yot 
and overtake you: !6Cursed shall you be !! 
the city, and cursed shall you be in the 
country. !7Cursed shall be your storehouses 
and your reserves. '8Cursed shall be the 
fruit of your womb and the produce of you! 


land, and the herds of your oxen and the 





But under grace and truth (Jn 1:17), “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will 
give you rest” (Mt 11:28), and, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 


curse for us” (Gal 3:13). VohnChr) 


No one has ever continued in or kept the whole Law of Moses; therefore, we come under the guilt 


imposed by this curse, But Christ never transgressed 
a curse. So He exchanged our curse for the one in 21 


the Law, and therefore could not come under su" 
:23. Since He was crucified on the cross, the curs€ 


of being hanged on a tree freed us from our curse for transgressing the Law. An innocent Man’s death 
delivered us from the curse, for by dying He delivered us who were dying (JohnChr). 

28:1-13 Every blessing promised to the obedient in vv. 3-13 relates to life in this present world, for the 
Law of Moses could not promise eternal life to anyone obeying it, The best it could offer was physica 
blessings in the land of Canaan, But it could not make one immortal, or righteous, or a child of God, 
heir of the kingdom of God in the world to come. For these are spiritual blessings in Christ, as St. pau 
said in Eph 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with evel 


spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” GohnChr). 








when you go out, and cursed shall you be 
when you come in. 

2“The Lord will send on you poverty, 
hunger, and consumption in all you: set 
your hand to do, until He destroys you and 
lays you waste quickly, because of your evil 
habits in which you forsook Me. 2!The Lord 
will make death cling to you, until He con- 
sumes you from the land to which you are 
going as an inheritance. 22The Lord will 
strike you with perplexity, fever, shivering, 
irritation, murder, blight, and mildew; these 
things shall pursue you until you perish. 
23The heaven over your head shall be brass, 
and the earth under you shall be iron. 
“May the Lord give dust as the rain of your 


land; and from heaven dirt shall come | 


down on you until it wears you out and de- 
stroys you. 


25“May the Lord give you over.to slaugh- 


ter before your enemies; you shall go out 
one way against them, and flee seven ways 
before them; and you shall be in dispersion 
among all the kingdoms of the earth. 2°Your 
carcasses shall be food for all the birds of 
heaven and the beasts of the earth, and no 
one shall frighten them away. 27The Lord 
will strike you with the sores of Egypt on 
the buttocks, with furious itching and 
scratching from which. you cannot. be 
healed. 28The Lord will strike you. with 
madness, blindness, and confusion. of 
mind. You shall grope at noonday as a 
blind man gropes in darkness; you shall 
not prosper in your ways; you shall be.only 
Oppressed and plundered all your days, and 
no one shall help you. 


“You shall take a wife, but a different. 
man shall have her; you shall build a house, - 


but you shall not dwell in it; you shall plant 
a Vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes. 
*'Your young bull shall be slaughtered be- 
fore you, but you shall not eat of it; your 
donkey shall be violently taken away from 
before you, and shall not be restored to 
you; your sheep shall be given to your ene- 
mies, and you shall have no one to help 
you. “Your sons and your daughters shall 
be given to a different nation, and your 


eyes shall look and fail with longing for 


them all day long; and there shall be no 








strength in your hand. XA nation whom 
you have not known shall eat the fruit of 
your land and the produce of your labor, 
and you shall be oppressed and crushed all 
the days. *4So you shall be driven mad be- 
cause of the sight which your eyes see. 
The Lord will strike you in the knees and 
on the legs with severe sores which cannot 
be healed, and from the sole of your foot to 
the top of your head. 

46“The Lord will bring you and the rulers 
whom you:set over you to a nation neither 
you nor your fathers knew, and there you 
| Shall serve different gods of wood and 
stone. ?’/There you shall become an obscure 
Saying, a proverb, and a tale among all na- 
tions where the Lord will bring you. 

38°You shall carry much seed out to the 
field but gather little in; for the locust shall 
consume it. 3°You shall plant vineyards and 
tend them, but you shall neither drink of 
| the wine nor enjoy it; for the worm shall eat 
it. You shall have olive trees throughout 
_all your borders, but you shall not anoint 
| yourself with the oil; for your olives shall 
| drop off. 4!You shall beget sons and daugh- 

ters, but they shall not be yours; for they 

shall go into -captivity.-42Blight shall con- 

sume all your trees and the produce of your 
land. The resident alien among you shall 
rise higher and higher above you; and you 
shall come down: lower and lower. #4He 
Shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to 
him; he shall be the head, and you shall be 
the tail. =- 

“Moreover all these curses shall come 
upon and pursue you and overtake you un- 
til you are destroyed and wasted, because 
you did not obey the voice of the Lord your 
God, to keep His commandments and ordi- 
nances which He commanded you. 46So 
they shall be upon you as signs and won- 
ders, and among your seed forever. 47Be- 
cause you did not serve the Lord your God 
with joy and a good heart, for the abun- 
dance of everything;t 48therefore, you shall 
serve your enemies whom the Lord will 
send against you in hunger, in thirst, in 
nakedness, and in need of everything: and 
He will put a yoke of iron on your neck un- 
til He destroys you. “The Lord will bring a 
nation against you from afar, from the end 





28:47 The Law of Moses cannot be blamed for Israel's failure to serve the Lord. The failure was trace- 
able to the heart of those who did not obey Him with joy and a good heart. Nor were these thankful 
for the abundance of everything, However, under the new covenant, the faithful serve Him with 
thanksgiving, even in the midst of suffering and persecution, “giving thanks always for all things to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ“ (Eph 5:20), » | 








stand, "a nation ruthless in appearance 
which does not respect the elderly, nor is 
merciful to the young. 5!They shall eat the 
offspring of your cattle and the produce of 
your land; so as not to leave you grain, 
wine, or olive oil, or the herds of your oxen, 
or the flocks of your sheep, until they de- 
stroy you *and wipe you out in all your 
cities, until your high and fortified walls in 
which you trust come down throughout all 


your land; and He will afflict you in all your | 


cities the Lord your God gave you. 

°8*You shall eat the offspring of your 
womb, the flesh of your sons and your 
daughters the Lord your God gave you, in 
the distress and desperate straits in which 
your enemy shall distress you: 54The tender 
and very refined man among you will turn 
a grudging eye toward his brother, toward 
the wife of his bosom, and toward the rest 
of his children whom he leaves behind, 5550 
as not to give any of them the flesh of his 
children whom he will eat, because he has 
nothing left in your siege and desperate 
straits in which your enemies shall distress 
you in all your cities. The tender and del- 
icate woman among you, who would not 
venture to set the sole of her foot on the 
ground because of ‘her delicateness and 
sensitivity, will turn a grudging eye toward 
the husband in her bosom, and upon her 
son and daughter, °’and toward her pla- 
centa which came out from between her 
thighs and her child whom she might bear; 
for she will eat these secretly for lack of 
everything in the siege and desperate 
straits in which your enemy shall distres 
you in all your cities. | 

°8“Tf you do not carefully observe all the 
words of this law written in this book, to fear 
this glorious and awesome name, the Lord 
your God,' 5then the Lord will bring upon 


you and your seed extraordinary plagues— | 


great and marvelous plagues—and evil and 
chronic diseases. Moreover He will bring 
back on you all the evil pain of Egypt of 





which you were in dread, and they shall 
cling to you. ®!Also every sickness and eye 








plague not written in this book of the Jay 
will the Lord bring upon you, until He de. | 


stroys you. *’You shall be left few in number 
whereas you were as the stars of heaven jp 
multitude, because you would not obey the 
voice of the Lord your God. ~ 

6&“Thus it) shall be, in the manner the 
Lord rejoiced over you to do you good and 
multiply you, so the Lord will rejoice over 


you to destroy you and bring you to noth. | 


ing; and you shall be taken from off the 
land you go to inherit. Then the Lord your 


God will scatter you among all the Nations, | 


from one end of the earth to the other, and 
there you shall serve- different gods of 
wood and stone, which neither you nor 


your fathers knew. ©But even among those | 


nations He shall give you no rest, nor shall 


the sole of your foot have a resting place: 
but there the Lord will give you a trembling 
heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul. 


e 


66Your Life: shall hang before your eyes; — 


and you shall fear day and night, and you 


will not believe in your Life.t ®7In the morn- 
ing you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ — 


And at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it 


| were morning!’ because of the fear which 


terrifies your heart, and because of the 
sight your eyes see. Then the Lord will 
take you back to Egypt in ships, by the way 


of which I said to you, ‘You shall never see 
it again.’ There you shall be offered for sale — 
to your enemies as male and female ser- — 


vants, but no one will buy you.” 

These are the words of the covenant the 
Lord commanded Moses to establish with 
the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, be- 
sides the covenant which He made with 
them in Horeb. 


2 


a The Covenant in Moab SP 
Now Moses called all the children 
of Israel and said to them, “You sa 


all the Lord did before you in the land 0f 


Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants 
and to all his land—t *the great trials you! 


28:58 The beginning of faith is to fear, the Lord (Isaacs). | 

28:66 This is a prophecy concerning the Crucifixion. On the cross, the Lord hung before the eyes of | 
rael, yet the nation did not believe in Him. They did not believe in their Life, for the cross is life-giving 
(AthanG). Whereas the Law of Moses cannot give eternal life, the cross does to those who believe. For 
Christ is God in the flesh; therefore, His death in the flesh gives eternal life to those who obey Him. 


29:1-3 The children of Israel saw with their physical 


eyes the Lord's signs and great wonders He did for 


them in Egypt. However, they could not see them with the eyes and ears of their heart. Why then did He- 
not give them such eyes and ears? Because they were unwilling to receive illumination. He was willing, but 
they were not. He would not commit Himself to them, because they would not commit themselves to HIM- 








| 


| 
| 
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eyes saw, the signs, and those great won- 
ders. Yet the Lord your God has not given 
you a heart to perceive and eyes to see and 
ears to hear, to this very day. 4He also led 
you forty years in the desert. Your clothes 
did not grow old on you, and your sandals 
did not wear out on your feet.t You did not 





eat bread, nor did you drink wine or strong | 


drink, that you may know He is the Lord 
your God. Then you came to this place; 
and Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of 
Bashan came out against us in war, and we | 
struck them. ‘We took their land, and gave 
it as an inheritance to Reuben, to Gad, and 
to half the tribe of Manasseh. -Therefore 
heed all the words of this covenant, to do 
them, that you may understand all these 
things you are doing. 

“All of you stand today before the Lord | 
your God: your chiefs, your elders. your 
judges and your teachers, all the men of Is- 
rael, “your wives and your offspring and 
the resident alienvin your camp; from the 
one who cuts your wood to: the one who 
draws your water, '!that you may enter into 
the covenant of the Lord your God and into 
His oath the Lord your God makes with 
you today, that He may establish you to- | 
day as a people for Himself and be God to 
you, in the manner He told you, and in the 
manner He swore to your fathers, to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, I make this 
covenant and this oath, not with you alone, 
“but with those with us here today before 
the Lord your God, as well as with those 
not with us here today !°(for you know we 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, and came 
through the nations you passed by; !Sand 
you saw their abominations and idols 
among them—wood, stone, silver, and. 
gold). | erat 

“Surely there is not among you man, 
woman, family, or tribe whose mind turns 
away today from the Lord our God, to go 
and serve the gods of these nations? And 
surely there is not among you a root bear- 














o DEUTERONOMY 29:28 
ing gall and bitterness?t !8S50 it shall be, if 
one should hear the words of this curse and 
flatter himself in-his heart, saying, ‘May 
holy things happen for me, even though I 
go in the wanderings of my heart’ —lest the 
sinner destroy the sinless along with him— 
19God will not be merciful to him; for then 
the anger of the Lord and His jealousy will 
burn against that man, and every curse 
written in this book will cling to him, and 
the Lord will blot out his name from under 
heaven. | 4 

20“So the Lord will separate him from all 
the children of Israel for evils, according to 
all the curses of the covenant written in this 
book of this law. +! They will say, that is, the 
coming generation of your sons who rise 
up after you, and the foreigner who comes 
from'a far land, and they see the plagues of 
that land and-its:diseases which the Lord 
sent upon it, ‘The whole land will be brim- 
stone and burning salt; it will not be sown, 
nor. will it bear, nor will any grass grow 


there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Go- 


morrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the 
Lord overthrew in His anger and His 
wrath. They and. all the nations will say, 
‘Why has. the Lord. done so to this land? 


What does the heat of this great anger 


mean?’ 24Then they will say, ‘Because they 
forsook the covenant: of the Lord God of 
their fathers, which He made with their fa- 
thers when He brought them out-of the 
land of Egypt; “for they went and served 
different gods and worshiped them, which 
they did not know, nor had He allotted to 
them. Then the Lord was aroused in 


anger against that land, to bring on it all 


the curses written in the book of this law: 
27and the Lord uprooted them from their 
land in anger, in wrath, and in great indig- 
nation and cast them into another land, as 
it is this day.’ 28The secret things belong to 
the Lord our God, but those things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, 
that we may do all the words of this law.t 


29:4 Their clothes and shoes did not wear out during the forty-year period in the desert, This was a 


type of “the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world.to come” (Creed; AmbMM). 


29:17, 18 Gall and bitterness is likened to a root that springs up and defiles others. It begins when one 
flatters himself in the deceptions (wanderings) of his own heart, Bitterness of spirit results, and this — 
Causes one to “fall short of the grace of God" (Heb 12:15). To, re 
29:28 We gladly own whatever things the Lord is pleased to reveal to us in the Holy Scriptures. But we 
avoid prying into the secret things of the Lord, for this leads to heresies that destroy the soul. Questions 
are sometimes asked, “How can these things be? How is the Son begotten from the Father before all 
time and ages? How can the Holy Spirit proceed from the Father? What is the essence of God?" These - 
err questions of this kind are secrets only known by the Holy Trinity. Therefore, the Creed begins 
. | believe.” ete! pnb vileodtiibowte Bonal on tlw voy bas bel 
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em. The Blessings of Repentance -> 
30 “Now it shall be, when all these 
things come upon you, the blessing 

and the curse which I set before you, and 
you will reflect in your heart among all the 
nations where the Lord your God scatters | 
you, 2and you return to the Lord your God 
and obey His voice from your whole heart 
and from your whole soul, according to all 
I command you today, “that the Lord will 
heal your sins, have mercy on you, and 
gather you again from all the nations 
where the Lord your God scattered you. ‘If 
any of you are scattered from one end of 
heaven to the other end, from there the 
Lord your God will gather you, and from 
there the Lord your God wil! bring you. 
Then the Lord your God will bring you to 
the land your fathers inheritec, and you 
shall have it as an inheritance. He will pros- 
per and multiply you more than your 
fathers. The Lord your God will purify 
your heart and the heart of your seed to 
love the Lord your God froin your whole 15“See, I set before you today life and 
heart and from your whole soul, that you | death; good and evil: /*If you hear the com- 
may live. | mandments of the Lord your God I com- 
“Also the Lord your God will put all | mand- you today, to love the Lord your God, 
these curses.on your enemies and on those | to walk in His ways, and to keep His ordi- 
who hate you, who persecuted you. 8As for | nances and judgments, then you shall live 
you, you will once again obey the voice of | and multiply; and the Lord your God will 
the Lord your God and do His command- | bless you in the land you go to inherit. 
ments, whatever I command you today. | But if your heart turns away and you do 





you in all the work of your hands, in the 
offspring of your womb, in the produce of 
your land, and in the offspring of your cat. 
tle. For the Lord will again rejoice over yoy 
for good, as He rejoiced over your fathers, 
lOif you obey the voice of the Lord your God 
to keep and do all His commandments, or- 
dinances, and judgments written in this 
book of the law, and if you return to the 
Lord your God from your whole heart and 
from your whole soul. 

\l“For this commandment I command | 
you today is not too burdensome for you, 
nor is it far off.t !2It is not in heaven above, 
that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven for us and bring it to us, that we 
may hear and do it?’t Nor is it beyond the 
sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over 
the sea for us and bring it to us, that we 
may hear and do it?’ '4But the word is very 
near you, in your mouth, in your heart, and 
in your hands, that you may do it.t | 





a — i=" * 








30:11 This commandment is the commandment regarding the attainment of righteousness before God 
through faith. In vv. 11-14, Moses tells us how to become righteous in the eyes of God through faith. 10 
do so is not too burdensome. But the multitude of commandments in the Law of Moses were “too bur 
densome” for the people to be able to become righteous in God's sight. As St. Peter said, “neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear” them (Acts 15:10). 
30:11-13 Far off means in heaven or beyond the sea. By describing “far off” in this manner, Moses 
shows how we attain righteousness before God through faith. We attain it by casting out the questions 
“Who will ascend into heaven for us?” and “Who will go over the sea for us?” These questions are an: 
other way of asking, “How can these things be?” as Nicodemus asked Jesus (Jn 3:9). These questions 
raise supposed impossibilities based on human reasoning, but “the things which are impossible with 
men are possible with God” (Lk 18:27), and, “Is anything impossible with God?” (Gn 18:14). How then 
are these questions based on human reasoning cast out? Moses gives the answer in v. 14. 
30:14 The word is the word concerning the attainment of righteousness before God. It is the word tha 
casts out human reasoning and the supposed impossibilities raised by it. This word is so very near a per 
son that it is in one’s very mouth, heart, and hands. One does not need to ascend to heaven to find ît 
nor cross the sea. It is God's word sown in a believing heart, confessed with the mouth, and worked 0 - 
with the hands, It is righteousness through faith. It is the faith of Abraham, who cast out all human 
reasoning and the impossibilities raised by it, and left all to the power and glory of God (Rom 419-22) 
In Rom 10:6-8, St. Paul refers to vv. 11-14, saying Moses commandment speaks of “the righteousness 
of faith” and “the word of faith.” He also shows it was the Lord Jesus Christ who made this faith po” 
ble (Rom 10:9, 10). “What does the phrase mean, ‘The word is near you'? It means, ‘It is easy.’ For în 
your heart and on your tongue is your salvation. There is no long journey to go on, no seas to sail ovel 
no mountains to climb, to get saved, But if you have such a heart, you may even be saved while you * 
at home. For ‘in your mouth and heart’ is the source of salvation. On another score, Paul also makes t 
word of faith easy, and says, ‘God raised Him from the dead.’ For just reflect upon the worthiness uy | 
Worker, and you will no longer see any difficulty in the thing” (JohnChr). 
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not hear, but go astray and worship differ- | will not leave you nor forsake you; do not 
ent gods and serve them, !8I announce to | be afraid, nor be terrified.” 
you today, you shall surely perish; you; Read the Law Every Seven Years > 


shall not prolong your days in the land the | 
Lord your God is giving you, into which 9So Moses wrote the words of this law in 


you are crossing over the Jordan to inherit. | a book and delivered it to the priests, the 
19] call heaven and earth as witnesses to- sons of Levi who carried the ark of the 
day against you: I set before you life and | Lord’s covenant, and to the elders of 
death, blessing and cursing. Therefore | the sons of Israel. "Then Moses com- 
choose life, that both you and your seed | Manded them on that day, saying, “At the 
may live Xand love the Lord your God, end of every seven years, at the appointed 
obey His voice, and cling to Him. For this is | time in the Year of Remission, at the Feast 
your life and the length of your days, that | of Tabernacles, t!when all Israel comes to 
you may dwell in the land the Lord swore | appear before the Lord your God in the 
to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- | Place the Lord chooses, you shall read this 
cob, to give them.” law before all Israel in their hearing. 
| | | 2Gather the people together, men and 
= Joshua Leads the People => women and offspring, and the resident 
3 Now Moses finished speaking | alien within your cities, so they may hear 
these words to the children of) and learn to fear the Lord your God, and 
Israel. 2Then he said to them, “I am,one | may hear and do all the words of this law; 
hundred and twenty years old today. ! can | and their sons who have not known it 
no longer go out and come in. Also the | may hear and learn to fear the Lord your 
Lord said to me, ‘You shall not cross over | God as long as they live in the land you 
this Jordan. ?The Lord your God Himself | cross over the Jordan to inherit.” 
crosses over before you; He will. destroy 
these nations from before you, and you «a, Final Word to Moses -=> 
shall dispossess. them. Joshua himself is | _ "Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, 
also crossing over before you, as the Lord | the day of your death is near; call Joshua, 
said. ‘Then the Lord will do to them as He | and stand at the doors of the tabernacle of 
did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the | testimony, and | shall give him My com- 
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, | mandments.” So Moses and Joshua went 
and their land, when He destroyed them. | to the tabernacle of testimony and stood 
°The Lord gave them over to you, and you | at the doors of the tabernacle of testi- 
will do to them as I commanded you, Be | mony. "Now the Lord came down in a 
Valiant and strong, do not fear nor be | cloud and stood at the doors of the taber- 
afraid of them, nor be terrified before | nacle of testimony; and the pillar of cloud 
them; for the Lord your God, He is the One | stood at the doors of the tabernacle. 
who goes before you and with you and | !*Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold. 
among you. He will not leave you nor for- | you will sleep with your fathers; and this 
bake you.”t people will rise and commit fornication 
__ Then Moses called Joshua and said to | with the gods of the foreigners of the land 
him before all Israel, “Be valiant and | where they go to be among them; and 
Strong, for you must go before this people | they will forsake Me and break My 
i the land the Lord swore to their fathers | covenant I made with them.t '’Then I 
ep them; and you shall cause them to | shall be aroused in anger against them in 
oe bs But the Lord, He is the One who that day; and | will forsake them and turn 
; ore you. He will be with you, He | My face from them. So he shall be a prey, 


n a 





nee These words inspired the words in Heb 13:5, 6, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be 
Be See such things as you have, For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ 
nevar a PPE say: 'The LORD is my helper; | will not fear. What can man do to me?’” The Lord will 
Him will br e His people—a faithful and bold promise. Faithfulness and boldness on our part to believe 
31:96 i ring about contentment in us, and will deliver us from covetousness and the fear of man. 
T AREAN EE SDN E GANIE E 
i | ae ary In Scripture to call God's permission His action. H ‘mit: | 
forsake Him because man has free will, and virtue is not orad om aSa pare peon e Ka 
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and many evils and troublee Shall find 
him; and he will say in that day, ‘These 
evils found me because the Lord my God 
is not with me,’ !8So I will surely turn My 
face from them in that day because of all 
the evil they did, and because they turned 
to foreign gods. 

“Now therefore, write the words of 
this ode and teach it to the children of Is- 
rael, and put it in their mouths, that this 
song may be a testimony for Me among | 
the children of Israel. 2°For I shall bring | 
them to this good land I swore to their fa- | 
thers to give them, a land flowing with 
milk and honey; and they shall eat and be 
satisfied. Then they will turn to foreign 
gods and serve them; and they will pro- 
voke Me and break My- covenant. 2)Then 
this ode will rise up and testify against 
them; for it will not be forgotten’ from mouth. 
their mouth, nor from the mouth of their |2 Let my proverbial saying be awaited 
seed, for I know the wickedness they do | as the rain, 
today, even before | brought them to the And let my words come down 
land I swore to give them.” Therefore As raindrops on the wild grass, 
Moses wrote this ode on that: day and And as snowfall on the sown grass. 
taught it to.the children of,Israel. 2°Then |3 For I invoke the Lord’s name: 
Moses commanded Joshua the son of Nun | Ascribe greatness to our God. 
and said, “Be valiant and strong; for you|* _ He is God, His works are true; 
Shall bring the sons of Israel into the land And all His ways are judgment, 
the Lord swore to them; and He shall be A faithful God and without injustice: 
with you.” Righteous and holy is the Lord.t 

44So it was, when Moses completed writ- 
ing all the words of this law in a book, and 
when they were finished, ?5he commanded 
the Levites who carry the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, saying, 2°“Take the 
book of this law and put it beside the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord your God, and 
it shall be there as a testimony against | 
you; */for I know your rebellion and stiff 
neck. For if while | am yet alive with you 
today, you have been rebellious against 
God, then how much more after my death? 
“Gather to me your chiefs, your elders, 


speak these words in their hearing and 


them. “*For I know that after my death yoy 
will become utterly lawless and turn aside 
from the way I commanded you. Then evi] 
Shall befall you in the latter days because 
you will do evil before the Lord, to pro. 
voke Him to anger through the works of 
your hands.” 


<=. The Song of Moses -> 
30So. Moses spoke in the hearing of all 
the assembly of Israel the words of this 
ode, until they were ended: | 





| 4. “Take heed, O heaven, and I will 
speak; 
And let the earth hear the words of my 


=— 





° “They sinned; the blameworthy 
children are not His, 

A generation twisted and perverse.t 

Is this how you repay the Lord, | 

O foolish and unwise people? 

Is He not your Father, who acquired 
you? 

Has He not made and created you?" — 


6 


7 “Remember the days of old, 
Consider the years of many 
_ generations. 








32:4 God is faithful because He is trustworthy; we are faithful because we believe and obey Him 
(AthanG). 

32:5 Blameworthy children are not His because they are God's children in name only. True children a 
blameless, because they are His children in substance as well as in name. 


32:6, 18 When the Scriptures wish to signify a son, it uses the term beget, rather than the terms mak® 
and create (AthanG), God the Father made man by bringing him from nonexistence into existence but 
He begets him as a son by adoption. He adopts him through His Only-begotten Son and His Life-givind 
Spirit (Jn 1:12-14; Rom 8:14-16; Jam 1:18). But Moses warns God's children not to abandon the God} 
who begot them, nor to forget the God who nourished them. 





your judges, and your teachers, that I may 


call heaven and earth to testify against | 
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Of sons of bulls and goats, 

With the choicest wheat; | 

And you drank wine, the blood of 
grapes. | 


Ask your father, and he will tell you; 
Your elders, and they will tell you:t 
8 When the Most High divided the 
nations, 
When He scattered the sons of Adam, 
He set the boundaries of the nations 


mæ 


5 “So Jacob ate and was filled, and th 


By the number of God’s angels. | beloved kicked; . | 
9 For the Lord’s portion became the He grew fat, he grew thick, he is 
people of Jacob; obese. | 


‘Then he forsook God who made him 
And stood back from God his Savior. 
lë They provoked Me to wrath against 
foreign gods; | 
With their abominations they 
embittered Me. 
il They sacrificed to demons, and not to 
God, : 
To gods they did not know; 
New ones, recent gods arrived, 
Which their fathers did not know.t 


The allotment of His inheritance:is 
Israel. | 


== 


0 “He provided for him in the desert, 
In thirst of heat in a waterless place. 
He encircled him; He instructed him; 
He guarded him carefully as the apple 

of His eye. 

l! Asan eagle covers its nest, ` 

Yearns after its young, | 

Spreading out its wings, taking them 





up, 8 You abandoned the God who begot 
Carrying them on its back, you, ; adh 
12 So the Lord alone led them, | And forgot the God who nourished you. 
And there was no foreign god with i | rok 
them.? t9 “So the Lord saw it, and was jealous: 
And He was provoked to anger by His 
13 “He raised them on the strength of the sons and daughters. = 
land; 2 Then He said, ‘I will turn My face from 
He fed them on the produce of the : them, | | 
fields; | , : And I will make known what their end 
He suckled them on honey from the will be; 
rock ae | For they are a perverse generation, 
And oil from the solid rock,t Sons in whom is no faith.t 
‘4 Butter of oxen and milk of sheep, 41 They provoked Me to jealousy by what 
With fat of lambs and goats, ~ is not God; 





32:7 We remember the days of old and consider the years of many generations when we search the 
Scriptures tirelessly. Let us ask God the Father their meaning, and also the Holy Fathers of the Church 
(your elders). “Wherefore, let us knock at that very fair garden of the Scriptures, so fragrant and sweet 
and blooming, with its varied sounds of spiritual and divinely-inspired birds ringing ‘all round our ears, 
laying hold of our hearts, comforting the mourner, pacifying the angry and filling him with joy everlast- 
ing, bearing us up to the Only-begotten Son and bringing us through Him to the Father of Lights. But 
let us not knock carelessly at the door of the Scriptures but rather zealously and constantly, lest knock- 
ing we grow weary. For thus it will be opened to us. If we read once or twice and do not understand 
what we read, let us not grow weary, but let us persist, let us talk much, let us inquire. ‘For ask your 
Father and He will tell you, and your elders and they will tell you.’ Let us draw from the fountain of the 
garden continual and pure waters springing up to eternal life. Here let us be in luxury, let us revel to 
the full, for the Scriptures possess inexhaustible grace. But if we are able to pluck anything profitable 
from outside sources, there is nothing to forbid that” JohnDm), sh + 
32:12 Moses does not use the word alone to divide the Son and the Spirit from the Father. Rather, this 
word is said in relation to any foreign god with them, for the division is between the Lord and false _ 
gods (BasilG), | a aie ¢ wl 

32:13 The rock speaks of Christ, and the oil of the Holy Spirit, and the honey of the spiritual food, for 
i gives us His Holy Spirit (1Co 10:3, 4; Rom 8:9). ib iaa ti a 

34:17 To worship anything but the true God~-the Father, the Son, an v. Spirit——is. hi 
doh (BasilG). yt g Lipa | h d me Holy am p to worship 
32:20 Sons in whom is no faith are children In. name only, but true sons are children both ininame and in. 
substance. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb 11:1).5- 
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They moved Me to anger by their idols; 
But I will provoke them to jealousy by 
those who are not a nation; 
I will move them to anger by a foolish 
| nation.t 
2 For a fire is kindled in My anger, 
And shall burn to the lowest Hades; 
It shall consume the land with its 
produce 
And set on fire the foundations of the 
mountains. | 


23 ‘I will gather evils on them; 
I will spend My arrows on them. 
24 They shall be wasted with hunger, 
Devoured by birds and incurable 
disease; 
I will also send against them the teeth 
of wild animals 
With the anger of things crawling on 
the earth. 
25 The sword shall make them chiidiess 
outside, 
And fear from the inner chambers, 
For the young man and virgin, 
The nursing child with the elder of 
gray hairs. 
26 J said, “I will scatter them; 
I will make their memory cease from 
among men,” 
27 But for the wrath of the enemy, lest 
they live long, 
Lest their adversary make a Joint 
attack, 
Lest they should say, “Our hand is 
high; 
And it is not the Lord who did all this.” ° 


28 “For they are a nation void of counsel, 
Nor is there understanding in them. 
29. They were not wise to understand 
these things; 
Let them be concerned for the coming 
time. 
30 How could one chase a thousand 
And two put ten thousand to flight 





32:21 This is a prophecy concerning the Gentiles who would become God's children through faith in 
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Unless God had sold them, 

And the Lord delivered them up?t 

For our God is not like their gods, 

But our enemies are foolish. 

For their vineyard is of the vineyard gf | 
Sodom, 

And their vine is of Gomorrah; 

Their grapes are grapes of gall; 

Their clusters are bitter. 

Their wine is the wrath of serpents, 

And the incurable wrath of asps. 





‘Behold, is this not laid up in store with 
Me, 

Sealed up among My treasures? 

I shall repay on the day of vengeance: 

In time, when their foot shall slip; 

For the day of their calamity is at 
hand, 

And is waiting, ready for them, 


“For the Lord will judge His people, 
And have compassion on His servants; | 
For He sees them disabled | 
And left in distress and weakened. 
The Lord said, | 
‘Where are their gods in which they 
trusted? 
Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 
And drank the wine of their drink 
offerings? 
Let them rise and help you 
And be your defender. 


‘Now see, I, even I, am He, ~- | 
And there is no God besides Me; 
I kill and | make alive; | 
I wound and I heal; S | 
Nor is there any who can deliver from 
My hands.t 
For I raise My hand to heaven, 
And I swear by My right hand, and 
isay: 
“As I live forever, N 
for I whet My sword like lightning; 











Christ, thus provoking the Jews to jealousy (Rom 10:19). The Speaker in this prophecy (vv, 20, 2 1) is the 


Word and Son of God (AthanG; HilryP). 


32:30 This is a prophecy concerning warfare against heresy. Thus, how could one chase a thousand, an 
two put ten thousand to flight? By using David's simple sling against Goliath's boastful arguineny ai 
logic. It is no detriment to use our simple and plain statements of truth against the falsehood of 
cians. For the truth exhibits Goliath as a headless trunk, It is the task of truth not only to cut off the 
head of false logic, but also to show that it is indeed cut off (GrgNy). | a AoE 
32:39 This statement could be made not only by the Father, but also by the Son or the Holy sowa ę 
could say, “There is no God besides Me.” For the statement is made in contrast to false gods (A 


BasilG; HilryP). It is not a contrast between the Persons of the Holy Trinity, our one God. 








I will render vengeance on My 
enemies, 
And repay those who hate Me. 
2 Iwill make My arrows drunk from 
blood; 
And My sword shall devour flesh 
From the blood of the slain and the 
Captives, 
From the heads of the leaders of the 
enemy.” ’ 


Him, , 

And worship Him, all the sons of God; 

Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people: 

And let all the angels of God be strong 
with Him: 

For He will avenge the blood of His 
sons 

And render vengeance to His 
adversaries; 

And the Lord will purify His peapie’s 
land.”t 


* “Rejoice, O Heavens, together with. 
| 





| 
| 


<=. Moses’ Last Instructions e 

“So Moses wrote this ode on that day 
and taught it to the children of Israel. Then 
Moses came with Joshua the son of Nun 
and spoke all the words of this law in the 
hearing of the people. *#Now Moses. fin- 
ished speaking to all Israel; and he said to 
them, “Take heed in your heart to all these 
words I testify among you today, which you 
Shall command your sons to be careful to 
do—all the words of this law. 47For it is not 
an empty word for you, because it is your 
life; and because of this word you shall pro- 
long your days in the land which you are 
Crossing over the Jordan to inherit.” 

“*Then the Lord spoke to Moses on that 
day, saying, 4“Go up this mountain of the | 
Abarim, Mount Nebo in the land of Moab, 
across from Jericho; view the land of 

anaan, which I give to the children of Is- 
rael as a possession;t %and die on the | 





32:43 This prophecy 


33:2 The 
Prophets 
In Gn 19:1 
33:3, 4 The Son of 
Israel, 


33:5 The Ruler is the Lord Jesus Christ. 


men HS 





is quoted in Rom 15:10 and Heb 6:2, to show that both men and an 
Worship God Incarnate, the Son of God, for He is their Maker. Moses also worships Him, 


32:49, 50 Moses had no fear of death, but rejoiced to depart 
Lord who appeared to Israel was the Son of God. He | 
throughout the Old Testament. Angels sometimes appeared with Him, as did the two angels 


see ON OMY S57 


mountain you ascend and be added to your 
people, as Aaron your brother died on 
Mount Hor and was added to his people; 
*'because you disobeyed My word among 
the children of Israel] during the Water of 
Contention at Kadesh in the Desert of Sin, 
and because you did not sanctify Me in the 
midst of the children of Israel. 52Yet you 
Shall see the land at a distance, though you 


| Shall not go there.” 


= The Last Blessing of Moses z- 
3 3 Now this is the blessing with which 
Moses the man of God blessed the 


sons of Israel before his death. 2Thus he 
Said: 


“The Lord came down from Sinai 
And appeared to us from Seir: 
He hastened from Mount Paran 
Along with myriads at Kadesh, 
angels with Him at His right hand:t 
3 And He spared His people 
And all the sanctified ones under Your 
hands; 
And these are under You, 
And received the law from His wordst 
Which Moses commanded us, 
A heritage of the congregations of 
Jacob. 
And there shall be a Ruler among the 
beloved people 
When the rulers of the people are 
gathered, 
Together with the tribes of Israel t 


4 


Oe Lét Reuben live, and not die, 
And let him be many in number.” 


’This he said of Judah: 


“Hear, O Lord, the voice of Judah, 
And let him visit his people; 
His hands will judge for him, 
And may You be a help against his 
enemies.”t » 


gels are to 


to be with the Lord (AthanG),. 
revealed Himself many times to the 


God was the Lawgiver who gave Moses His words, and Moses, in turn, gave them to 


33:7 The voice of Judah is the Lord Jesus Christ, who visited His people. 















DEUTERONOMY 33:8 


May these things « come ‘upon the head 
of Joseph, 
And on the crown of the one glorified 
among his brothers.’ 
17 His beauty is like the firstborn ofa 





8To Levi he said: 


“Give to Levi, to the holy man, his Urim 
and Thummim, 
Him whom they tested with testing, 


Whom they reviled at the Water of bull 
Contention, And his horns like the horns. of the 
9 Who says to his father and mother, unicorn; 
‘| have not seen you’; With them He will gore nations 
Nor did he know his brothers or his together 


Even to the ends of the earth. 
They are the ten thousands of 


own children; 
They guarded Your oracles 


And kept Your covenant.' Ephraim, 
10 They shall manifest Your judgments to, And they are the thousands of © 
Jacob Manasseh.” 7 


And Your law to Israel. 

They shall lay incense when You are 
angry 

Continually. on Your altar, 

11 Bless his strength, O Lord, 

And accept the works of his hands; 

Bring down the loins of those who -rise 
against him 


18To Zebulun he said: 


“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, 
And Issachar in his tents. 
19 They shall annihilate nations, 
_And there you will call upon the Lord 
And sacrifice a sacrifice of 


And of those who hate_him, so they righteousness, 
rise not again.” | For the wealth of the sea shall suckle 
you, 
i2To Benjamin he said: And the trade of those dwelling by the 
l sea.” 
“Beloved by the Lord, he shall dwell in 
hope, 20To Gad he said: 
__And God shall overshadow him all his 
days: “Blessed is He who enlarges Gad; 


And he rested between his shoulders.” He rested as a lion 
| And crushed the arm and the head. 
21 He saw his firstfruit, 
Because the land of the rulers was _ 
- apportioned there, 
When the rulers were gathered 
ee together 
With the rulers of the people. 
The Lord administered righteousness 
And His judgments with Israel.” 


ISTo Joseph he said: 


“Blessed of the Lord is his land, 
Of the seasons of heaven, of the dew 
And of the deep springs lying 
beneath, 
l4 And in due season of the produce of 
the solar cycle 
And of the conjunction of the 


months, | “To Dan he said: 
5 Both from the top of the ancient 
mountains “Dan is a lion’s cub, 
And ap the top of the everlasting And he shall leap from Bashan.” 
ills; | 
l6 And in due season of the fullness of 23To Naphtali he said: 
the land | , 





“Naphtali has an abundance of. 


And the things acceptable to the one 
| acceptable things, 


revealed in the Bush, 





33:9 Commitment to the Lord takes precedence over commitment to family (Mt 10:37-39; JohnChr: 
AmbM). | 
33:16 The One revealed in the Bush was the Son of God. In this revelation, He OCeR DRONES His oo 
ing Incarnation JohnDm; HilryP; JohnChr; AthanG), | 











REN SRE DEUTERONOMY 34:12 
And let him be full of blessing from ~. Moses’ Death on Mount Nebo s. 
the Lord. 3 4 Then Moses went up from the plains 
He shall inherit the sea and the south.” X of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top 
Ts of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho; 
”*To Asher he said: and the Lord showed him all the land of 
Gilead as far as Dan, 2and all the land of 
Naphtali, and all the land of Ephraim and 
| Manasseh, and all the land of Judah as far 
STS. VOSES ESS as the Western Sea, ĉand the desert, and the 
He shall dip his foot in olive oil. plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of 
2 His sandals shall be iron and bronze; palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4Then the Lord 
And as your days, so shall your Said to Moses, “This is the land I swore to 
Strength be. give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I 
will give it to your seed.’ I show it to your 
eyes, but you shall not go in there.”t 





“Blessed is Asher beyond sons, 
And let him be acceptable to his 
brothers. 


26 There is ‘no one like the God of the 


Beloved, >So, Moses the servant of the Lord died 
Who rides upon heaven and who is there in the land of Moab by the word of 
your help, | the Lord. Then He buried himin a valley in 
And the Magnificent One of the - | the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor: but 
firmament,t 


no one knows his grave to this day. 7Moses 
271. And the Protection of the rule of God, || was one hundred and twenty years old 
And who is under the strength of the . -when he died. His eyes were not dim nor 
everlasting arms. his natural vigor diminished. 8Then the 

He will cast out the enemy from before | sons of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 


your face, | | of Moab at. the Jordan near Jericho thirty 
Saying, ‘Destroy.’ | days. So the days of weeping and mourning 

28 Then Israel shall dwell in hope, for Moses ended. | 
Alone in the land of Jacob): “Now: Joshua the son of Nun was full of 
With grain and wine; | the Spirit of understanding, for Moses had 
And heaven is cloudy with dew for laid his hands on him; so the sons of Israel 
him. heeded him and did as the Lord com- 
^3 Blessed are you, O Israel. | manded Moses.t Now there has not 
Who is like you, a people saved by the | arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom 
Lord. the Lord knew face to face,t Uin all the 
Your Helper will defend you as with a signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do 
shield: | , ) in the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, be- 
And the sword shall be your boast. | fore all his servants, and in all his land, 
Your enemies shall speak falsely to | and by all those great wonders and the 
you, mighty hand which Moses performed in 


And you shall tread on their neck,”t the sight of all Israel. 





33:26 The God of the Beloved is the Lord Jesus Christ, and “the Beloved” is His Church. 
33:29 A people saved by the Lord are those who call upon His name (Rom 10:12, 13). His name is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

34:4 The Lord swore to give the land Moses saw to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as an inheritance. Yet 
they never received it, nor did Moses. Therefore, what is this land, and when will they receive it, and 
who is the seed? The seed is Christ and those who believe in Him (Gal 3:16). The land is “the world to 
come” (Creed; Rom 4;13). They, and those of like faith, will receive this world at “the resurrection of the 
dead” (Creed; Heb 11). The world to come is this present creation redeemed along with the children of 
God (Rom 8:21, 22). 

34:9 The Spirit of understanding is the Holy Spirit, one of the Persons of the Holy Trinity. 

34:10 There was no prophet in Israel like Moses, until the coming of Christ, the Prophet. He was like 
Moses, but Moses was not like Him, for Christ is God in the flesh. The Lord who sent Moses was the Son 
of God, who is the | AM (Ex 3), He sent Moses to Egypt to deliver Israel, 








l “ uthor—Traditis nally ascribed to Joshua, whose name means “salvation.” 


be kay I 


i Dat e— Although the initial writing was done after entering Canaan, likely the 


work as is comes down to us from sixth-century BC sources. 
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Ma Or Them Cx TN is faithful to fi Ifill His promise to the children of Israel. The 
> Israelites will inherit the land of promise through (1). obedience to God's 


Law and His commands, and (2) Joshua’s leadership and God’s intervention. 


The failurestaré th result of. Israel’ 5 disobedience. 


Background anda faa leadership, the Israelites‘are ceived to enter the 


S promised land from the east side of the Jordan River, | just north of the Dead 
| Sea.. Upon entering the land they would meet Canaannites and Amorites, 


who had settled there some 500 years previously and had an established 


system of city-states, The “geography the Israelites would encounter consisted 


of both rugged, barren mountains and fertile farmland. The pagan: religion of 


the Canaanites consisted of nunierous gods and goddesses. JIS (STS 


eOutline - 


I, Conquest of the Ped Land. 
(1:1—12:24) 
"A. Command and preparation. for the 
crossing of the Jordan (1:1-18) 
B. Reconnoiter of Jericho (2:1-24) 
C. Israel crosses, the Jordan (3;1-17) 
D. Reaffirmation, of the Mosaic Covenant., 








-Israelites (13:1—22: 34) 


(13:15-32) 


(4:1—5:16) Jordan,(14;:1—722:34) iro ov bad 
E. Defeat-of many kings sade cities III. Settlement and-Conclusion yf Joshua 
(6:1 —}4"23)), Ministry Ean 1—24; Ra ant 





F, Summary of Israel's Longues (12; 1-24) 
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C. Division of the territories west si ite 


_ IL. Division of the Tara of aes among the 


A. Command and God's promise regarding 
territory not yet conquered (13:1-14) 
B. Territories of the Tranelordaman Pe 
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~. God’s Command to Conquer C 








-™. Cross the River Jordan 7- 

“Then Joshua commanded the scribes 
of the people, saying,t “Enter the midst of 
the people’s camp and command the peo- 
ple, saying, ‘Prepare the supply of food, for 
yet three days you shall cross this Jordan 


anaan = 
After the death of Moses, the Lord 
spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, the 
assistant of Moses, saying,t 2“Moses my 
servant is dead. Now therefore arise, you 
and all this people, and cross over Jordan 
into the land I will give them.t 3Every place | and enter the land to possess what the 
on which you tread with your feet, I will | Lord God of your fathers will give you.’ ”t 
give it to you, as I said to Moses.t #Your ter- | !2Then to Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe 
ritories shall be the desert and Lebanon as | of Manasseh, Joshua said,t '°“Remember 
far as the great river, the Euphrates River; | the word of the Lord which Moses the ser- 
and from the setting of the sun to the far- | vant of the Lord commanded you, saying, 
thest sea. °No man shall be able to oppose | ‘The Lord your God has caused you to rest 
you all the days of your life, and as I was | and has given you this land.’ '*Your wives, 
with Moses, thus I will be also with you. I | your children and your cattle shall dwell in 
will not forsake you nor disregard you. | the land He has given you; but you shall 
6“Be strong and courageous, for you | cross over well-armed before your 
will divide this land which I swore to your | brethren, everyone who is strong, and you 
fathers to give them.t 7Be strong, there- | shall fight by their side; “until the Lord 
fore, and courageous to guard yourself | your God has caused your brethren to rest, 
and to do as Moses My servant com- | and you as well, and they have taken pos- 
manded you; then you will not turn away | session of the land which the Lord your 
from them, to the right nor to the left. In | God has given them. Then each of you 
this way, you will have understanding in | shall depart to his inheritance which 
whatever you do. 8The book of this law | Moses gave you beyond the Jordan east- 
shall not depart from your mouth, and | ward.” 
you shall meditate in it day and night, that |. !6Then they answered Joshua and said, 
you may have the understanding to do all | “We will do all you command us to do, and 
the things written therein. Then you will | we will go everywhere you send us. We 
both prosper, make your ways prosper- | will heed you as we heeded Moses; only let 
ous, and have understanding. °Behold, I | the Lord our God be with you as He was 
have commanded you. Be strong and | with Moses. !8But whatever man disobeys 
courageous. Do not be cowardly or fear- | you and does not heed your words as you 
ful, for the Lord your God is with you in | command him, let him die; but you be 
all things, wherever you go.” strong and courageous.” 











1:1 The name Joshua, which means, “the Lord is salvation,” is Yeshua in Hebrew, lesous in Greek, and 
Jesus in English. 

Joshua’s original name was Hoshea, but Moses changed his name to Joshua (Nm 13:16). This name 
change was prophetic, for it made Joshua a type of Jesus Christ. 
1:2 Moses, the lawgiver, could not bring Israel into the promised land, which shows that the Law of 
Moses cannot save the people. But Joshua brought them in, and in this he was a type of Jesus Christ, 
who brings His own into heaven through grace JohnChr). 
1:3-5 The enemy will be trampled under Joshua’s feet. In a similar way, Christ will trample down sin, 
death, and the devil by His death and Resurrection. 
1:6 The Lord who spoke to Joshua was the Son and Word of God. He told Joshua to be strong and 
courageous in the face of war and death. Therefore, when the Word became incarnate, how could He 
Himself fear death when He stood before Herod and Pilate? How could He who said, “Do not be afraid 
of those who kill the body” (Lk 12:4), and who said to Abraham, “Do not fear” (Gn 14:1; 26:24), fear 
the terror of death? No, He did not fear death, but destroyed it by His cross (AthanG). 
1:10, 11 As the scribes prepare the people to enter Canaan, St. John the Forerunner will precede Christ, 
declaring to the people, “Prepare the way of the Loro” (Is 40:3-5; Lk 3:4). 
1:11 Christ will be three days in the tomb, thus opening the way to paradise, that the faithful might 
cross the sanctified waters of baptism and possess their inheritance of eternal life. 
1:12-18 Two-and-a-half tribes will eventually return to settle on the east side of the Jordan, an area 
called Gilead (22:9). The faithful among them will become witnesses of the truth (22:34) to the Gentiles 
until Christ is revealed. All the faithful of the Church are called to be witnesses of the true faith ina — 
foreign land. icin 
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= The Two Spies «=> 
After this, Joshua the son of Nun sent | heaven above and on earth below.t 12Nọ 
out two young men from Acacia Grove | therefore, swear to me by the Lord God tha 
to spy out the land, saying; “Go and see the | | fe : 
land and Jericho.” So the two young men | merciful to me in my father’s house,t Band | 
went and entered Jericho; and they went | capture alive all my house: my father and | 
into the house of a harlot named Rahab | mother, and my brothers, and everythin 
and lodged there.t 2Thi nen) erything 
odged there. is was reported to | they have, and deliver, my soul from 
the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men | death.”t at pI! | 
from the sons of Israel have come to spy on 
the land.” 3So’the king of Jericho sent and TA nT eon eat 
spoke to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men - “Then the men said to her, “Our life for | 
who came into your house last night; for | Your life, even to death.” She then said, 
they are here to spy on the Jand.”t “When the Lord shall deliver the city to 
‘But the woman took the men and hid | You, deal with me in mercy and truth.” Af- 
them, and she spoke to them, saying, “The | ter this, she let them down through the win- | 
men came to me; *but as the gate was being dow !Sand said to them, “Go away to the hill 
shut in the darkness, the men went out.]. do country, lest the pursuers happen. to find 
not know where they went. Pursuethem, it | You. Hide there for three days until your 
indeed you may overtake them,” ®But che pursuers return from their search for you. 
led them to the roof and hid them: in the | Afterwards, you shall depart and go your 
stalk of flax she had piled together on the | Way.” £ 
roof. _.. VSo the men said to her, “We will, be with- 
7So the men searched for them along the | out fault regarding this oath of yours. "For 
road to the Jordan, to the fords, -and the | behold, we will come into a part ofthe city 
gate was closed. Then it came to pass, | and you will set a sign; you shall hang this - 
when the men who pursued them went af- | scarlet cord in the window through which | 
ter them ŝand before the spies went to | you let us down. Then you, shall gather 
sleep, that she went to them on the roof | yourself and your father and mother and 
and said, “I know that the Lord gave you | your brothers into your father's house. 
the land. for fear of you has fallen upon us. | !Whoever shall go outside the door of you! 
\0For we heard that the Lord God dried up | house, his guilt shall be upon him, and wè 
the Red Sea before you when you came out | will be free of this oath of yours. But we will 
of the land of Egypt, and what you did to | be responsible for whoever is with you in 
the two kings of the Amorites who were be- | your house. *°But if anyone injures us or re 
yond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom | veals these words of ours, we shall be free 
you utterly destroyed. !'So when we heard | from this oath of yours.” 2!'Then she said t0 
it, we were amazed in our heart, and there | them, “Let it be so according to your word. 
was no longer any spirit in any of us be- |'So she sent them away. <6 

















2:1 Joshua spied out the land, which represents dispassion or purity of heart. To achieve this purity, on | 
first leaves Egypt, which stands for the actual committing of sin. Then he crosses the Red Sea, which — 
indicates detachment from material things. Thirdly, he dwells in the desert, which lies between the Im 
pulse to sin and the outward fulfillment of these impulses. Only then can he spy out the promised la 
of dispassion and then enter it to partake of the milk and honey (Ex 3:8), which refer to the spiritua! 
riches of God’s kingdom (EIPres). aye | | 

2:3 The Holy Fathers agree that Rahab was a type of the Church, for by her hospitality and faith she 
secured salvation for herself and her family. She is also an ancestor of Christ (Mt 1:5). 

2:11 Although Rahab was a prostitute, she was saved through repentance, which is how anyone 
salvation (CyrJer). | Í b to A 
2:12, 13 God's previous judgments on His enemies inspire fear in Rahab and her family, but theirs N 
fear that produced repentance and faith, not hardened hearts. Jericho faced God's impending p 5 ath 
judgment, yet Rahab and her household were the only ones in Jericho who asked the Lord to be " 

hi d death by Hi d th to deliver mankind from death | | 

2:13 Christ destroyed death by His death, to qenve i] 111 nocd J s 
a The scarlet canis type of the Lord's Passion, of His mystical blood which would edeem 
world. Rahab understood something of this mystery; therefore, her repentance and faith save ronald 


(Amb). 


gains 
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2They departed and went to the hill 
country and remained there for three days; 
and the pursuers searched all the roads, but 
did not find them. *3So the two young men 
returned and came down from the moun- 
tain. They crossed over to Joshua the son of 
Nun and told him everything that hap- 
pened to them. 2*They said to Joshua, “The 
Lord will deliver all the land into our hand, 
for everyone who inhabits that land cowers 
in fear because of us,” 


_JOSHUA 3:16 


that I shall be with you as I was with 
Moses.“ Therefore now, command the 
priests who carry the ark of the covenant, 
saying, ‘As soon as you enter a part of the 
water of the Jordan, then you shall stand in 
| the Jordan.’ ” 9Joshua then said to the chil- 
dren of Israel, “Come here and hear the 
word of the Lord our God. Hereby you 
shall know that the living God is among 
| you and will utterly destroy before our face 
| the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites,; the Amorites, the Girgashites, 
| and the Jebusites. ‘'Behold the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is 
crossing the Jordan. '*Choose for your- 
selves twelve men from the sons of Israel, 
one from each tribe. Then it shall come to 
pass that when the feet of the priests who 
carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord of 
of the Lord our God, and our priesis and | li the earth rest in the water of the Jordan, 
Levites who carry it. then you shal! depart | tne water of the Jordan will cease to flow, 
from your places; and you shall go after. it;t | for the upstream water will stand still" __ 
‘but there shall be a distance between you... 20 the people left their tents to cross 
and it. You shall stand as much as two thou- | OVer the Jordan, and the priests carried the 
sand cubits from it, and do not come near | atk of the covenant of the Lord before the 
it, that you may understand the way you | People. "Now when the priests who carried 
are to go: for you have not gone this way | the ark of the covenant came to the Jordan, 
before” Joshua then said to the people, | and the feet of the priests who carried the 
“Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because | ark of the covenant of the Lord dipped in 
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among | Part of the water of the Jordan (now the 
you.” ®Joshua also said to the priests, “Take | Jordan overflowed all its banks about the 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and | time of wheat harvest), '*then the upstream 
go before the people.” So the priests took | waters stopped flowing downstream, and a 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and | solid wall of water formed over a very great 
went before the people. distance, as far as the region of Adam. The 

7Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I | lower part came down to the Sea of Araba, 
Shall begin’ to exalt you in the sight of all | the Salt Sea, until it came to a complete 
the children of Israel, so they will know | stop; and the people stood opposite 











om. Crossing the Jordan «=> 


Then Joshua rose early in the morning 

and departed from Acacia Grove: and 
he came to the Jordan and lodged there 
before crossing over.t 2After three days, it 
came to pass that the scribes went through 
the camp and commanded the people, say- 
ing, “When you see the ark of the covenant 
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3:1 Joshua began to rule in Israel when he crossed the Jordan River. Similarly, Jesus Christ began to 
preach the Gospel after He was baptized, for crossing the Jordan was a'type of His Baptism, and thus of 
Ours as well (CyrJer). | Ae | = 

3:1-17 This passage is a picture of God's plan of salvation for the world. The ark prefigures Christ's con- 
ception in the holy womb of the Ever-virgin Mary. The feet of the priests in the water (v. 13) prefigure 
Christ's feet in the very same river at His Baptism (Mt 3:13), which will drive the powers of darkness out 
of creation (v. 10). Since Christ's Baptism is also our baptism, we are united to Him in the sanctified wa- 
ters, and through Him are delivered from the powers of darkness (see also Acts 2:38) 26,18). 

3:3 The ark of the covenant was a box overlaid with gold on all sides. On top of the ark was the mercy 
seat, overshadowed by the cherubim of glory. Inside the ark were the golden pot with the manna, 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablet of the Ten Commandments (see also Heb 9:4, 5). The ark was a 
type of the Ever-virgin Mary with Christ conceived in her holy womb, The articles inside the ark speak of 
Christ. Thus, God the Son became incarnate in Mary for our salvation, and therefore she is the Mother _ 


of God (the Theotokos). to aleph Blow) 
ji Pauna ip ALL 


3:7, 8, 15-17 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. 
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Jericho.t !7So the priests who bore the ark 


of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry 


ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all 
the children of Israel crossed on dry 
ground, until all the people crossed the Jor- 
dan. 


=. Memorial Stones -= 


Now when all the people finished 

crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to 
Joshua, saying,t 2“Take men from the peo- 
ple, one from each tribe, 2and command 
them, saying, ‘Take twelve prepared stones 
from the midst of the Jordan and carry 
these together with you. Put them in your 
encampment where you will set up camp 
tonight.’” 450: among the sons of Israel, 
Joshua called twelve men of high repute, 
one from each tribe. °He. said to them, 
“Draw near in. front of me in-the Lord’s 
presence into the midst of the Jordan, and 
let each take up a stone and carry it on his 
shoulders, according to the number of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, so these might be 
an appointed sign for you continually, that 
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the Jordan itself, in the place walked on by 
the feet of the priests who carried the ark 


of the covenant of the Lord. They are there — 


to this day. '"The priests who carried the 
ark of the covenant stood in the Jordan un. 
til Joshua had completed all the Lord com. 
manded him to proclaim to the people; and 


the people hastened and crossed over. 


when your son asks you tomorrow, saying, | 


‘What are these stones to you?’ ‘then you 
will declare to your son, saying, ‘The 
Jordan River dried up before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth when 
it crossed over’; and these stones shall be a 
memorial for you, for the sons of Israel for- 
ever.” 

6So the sons of Israel did as the Lord 
commanded Joshua; and they took twelve 
stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the 


Israel had completely crossed over, and 
carried these stones with them into the en- 
campment and set them there. Then 
Joshua also set another twelve stones in 





'l'Then it came to pass, when all the peo- 
ple finished crossing over, that the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord crossed over, and 


the stones before them. The sons of 


Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half- 
tribe of Manasseh also crossed over, well- 
armed before the sons of Israel, as Moses 
commanded them. '*Forty thousand men 
armed for war crossed before the Lord for 
battle against the city of Jericho. '4On that 
day, the Lord magnified Joshua before all 
the nation of Israel, and they feared him as 
long as he lived, as they did Moses.t 
‘SThen the Lord spoke to Joshua saying, 
“Command the priests who bear the ark 
of the covenant of the testimony of the 
Lord to come up from the Jordan.” "So 
Joshua commanded the priests, saying, “Go 
out from the Jordan.” !8Then it came to 
pass, when the priests who carried the ark 


of the covenant of the Lord stepped out 


from the Jordan and set their feet on land, 
the water of the Jordan returned to its 
place, and went as before over all its banks. 

'SNow the people went up from the Jor- 
dan on the tenth day of the first month, and 
the children of Israel camped at Gilgal in 


the region eastward from Jericho.t 20Then 
Lord directed Joshua, when the children of 


Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones he 


| took from the Jordan, 2!saying, “When youl 


children ask you, ‘What are these stones? 
22then tell your children that Israel cross 


the Jordan on dry land; 2%that the Lord ou! 


3:16 The waters stopped flowing because the Lord changed the laws of nature to allow Israel to cross 
the Jordan. This crossing was a type of the sacraments, or mysteries, of the Church. For in the 

sacraments, the laws of nature are overcome to allow the faithful to partake of the Lord’s salvation. In 
baptism, for instance, the water in the baptismal font becomes in a mystery the very Baptism of Christ 
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by which we attain the forgiveness of sins. Also, in the Eucharist, the bread and wine become in a mys __ 


tery the very body and blood of Christ. In both cases, the laws of nature are overcome so as to bring 
about our salvation, | 

4:1-10 The twelve stones prefigure the twelve apostles of Christ (GrgNy). The Lord gave them the a’ 
thority to baptize all nations in the name of the Holy Trinity (Mt 28:18-20). 


4:14 The nation of Israel feared Joshua as long as he lived in her midst. Since they feared the type, how 


much more should we fear the One who fulfilled the type, namely, Jesus our Lord and God. Joshua 
eventually died, but the risen Lord lives among us forever. 


4:19-24 The crossing of the Red Sea and the Jordan by the children of Israel foreshadowed holy bap“ 


tism, and the twelve stones speak of the twelve apostles of Christ. Christ's teachings are handed dow? 
in the Church through these apostles, to whom Christ gave the authority to baptize all nations. This i 
apostolic teaching is the true faith, also known as the Orthodox faith. DESE (meet 3 
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God dried up the water of the Jordan from 
before them until they all crossed over, as 
the Lord our God did to the Red Sea, which 
the Lord our God dried up before us until 


we crossed over; “4that all the nations of the | 


land might know that the power of the Lord 
is mighty; and that you might worship the 
Lord your God in every age.” 


' Then it came to pass, when the kings of 


the Amorites on the other side of the | 


Jordan and the kings of the Phoenicians 
near the sea heard that the Lord God had 
dried up the Jordan River before the chil- 
dren of Israel when they crossed over, their 
minds fainted, they were. panic-stricken, 
and there was no more Sense left in them 
because of the presence of. the children of 
Israel. 


œ. Circumcision ai Gilgal =- 
2At about this time, the Lord said to 


from a sharp rock, and sit down and cir- 
cumcise the sons of Israel.”t 350. Joshua 
made sharp stone knives and circumcised 
the sons of Israel at the piace called the Hill 
of Foreskins. 4In this manner, Joshua com- 
pletely purified the sons of Israel, as many 
as were born at any time along the way and 
as many as were uncircumcised after they 
came out of Egypt. Joshua circumcised all 
these. For Israel lived in the Madbarite 
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desert for forty-two years; therefore, most 
of their fighting men who came out of 
Egypt and who disobeyed the command- 
ments of God were uncircumcised. Con- 
cerning these, He also determined that they 
would not see the land which the Lord 
swore to give to their fathers, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey. ‘But in their 
place, He raised up their sons, whom 
Joshua circumcised because they were 
born during the journey and thus were un- 
circumcised. 8So when they were circum- 
cised, they rested there and stayed in the 
camp until they were healed. Then the 
Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, “Today 





| T have removed the disgrace of Egypt from 
you.” Thus he called the name of that place 


Gilgal.t 
\OThen the children of Israel kept Pascha 
on the fourteenth day of the month at 


| evening, to the west of Jericho, across the 
Jordan in the plain.t® !'They ate of the un- 
| leavened and new wheat of the land. “On 


TE 1e knives for yourself | ... | 
Joshua, “Make stone knives for yourseli | snis day, the: manna ceased, after they ate 


from the wheat of the land. Thus, the chil- 
dren of Israel no longer had manna, for 


they enjoyed the fruits in the land of the 
| Phoenicians in that year. 


= æ Captain of the Lord’s Hosts => 

\3Then it came to pass, when Joshua was 
at Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing before him with a sword drawn in 
his hand. So Joshua came near and said to 


5:2-8 Circumcision was given first to Abraham after he was declared righteous before God through 
faith in the promise of the Gospel (Gn 17:9-14). This was a sign for the Gentiles among whom he lived 
concerning the Gospel, which separated him and his household from them. The children born during — 
Israel's sojourn in the desert had no need to be circumcised, because Israel did not live among the Gen- 
tiles during this time. But now Israel was again living among the Gentiles; therefore, Joshua instituted a 


second law of circumcision VohnDm). 


Circumcision was also a type of baptism. For as circumcision cut off a useless member of the body, so 
baptism cuts off sinful desires and pleasures from one’s life through the cross. We also sign ourselves 
with the cross to express our faith; however, we do this not to separate ourselves from the unbelievers 
among whom we live, but to separate ourselves from an unholy manner of life. We thus direct our lives 


with holy desires and faithfulness ohnDm). 


Furthermore, Christ was circumcised to fulfill the Law of Moses; therefore, circumcision is now con- 


trary to baptism, because it was done away 


in Christ. Moreover, when Jesus was baptized.and the Holy 


Spirit descended on Him, the kingdom of God and the law of Christ were proclaimed from that time. 
Now we live a holy life through Him and before the world in which we live JohnDm), 

5:9 The disgrace of Egypt was the unholy life of sinful desires and pleasures the Egyptians lived, and 
the influence this life had on the Israelites who disobeyed the Lord, 


5:10-12 Manna was a type of Christ as the bread of 


life. So was the unleavened and new wheat. We 


Now eat this bread of life in the mystery of the Eucharist, This life is the divine life of God, which sets 
on fire those who partake of the bread in a proper manner. Those who do so leave the Eucharist 
breathing the fire of divine life, which is terrible to the devil and his angels WiohnChr). 


(<= 





5:10-15 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. 





him, “Are you for us or on the side of our 
adversaries?”t |4He said to him, “I am now 
come, the chief captain of the host of the 
Lord.” Then Joshua fell-on his) face upon 
the earth and said to him, “O Master, what 
do you command your servant?” The chief 
captain of the Lord said to Joshua, “Loose 
the shoe from your feet; for the place on 
which you stand is holy.” 


->. The Defeat of Jericho => 


Jericho was enclosed and fortified, and 
no one went out of or into it. 7Then the 
Lord said to Joshua, “Behold, will deiiver 
Jericho into your hand, its king! and: is | 
army of soldiers who are mighty. *5ut pace | 
your soldiers around it, fandit shali Come | 
to pass that when you sound with the/trum: | 
pet, let all the people shout together; and | 
when they shout, the walls of the city shail | 
fall by themselves; and all the people will 
enter, each rushing throughout the entire 
area of the city.” 
5So Joshua the son of Nun went. to the 
priestst ‘and he spoke to them, ‘saying, 
“Command the people to go around and 
surround the city, and let the men of war 
pass on armed before the Lord. "Let seven 
priests holding seven holy trumpets like- 
wise pass by before the Lord, and let them 
signal vigorously; and let the ark of the | 
covenant of the Lord follow after them.t | 
8Let the men of war go in front; and let the | 
priests be the rear guard behind the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord as they proceed, 
and sound the trumpets.” 
3Now Joshua gave a command to the 
people, saying, “Do not shout, nor let any- 
one hear your voice, until the day I myself 
tell you to shout, and then shout.” !9So 
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5:13-15 The chief captain, whom tradition holds to be the Archangel Michael, will lead them to com- 
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when the ark of the covenant of God went 
around the city, it immediately returned 
into the camp and lodged there. !!Then on 
the second day, Joshua rose early in the 
morning, and the priests took up the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord. !*Seven priests 
carried seven trumpets and went on before 
the Lord. The armed men followed after 
with the rest of the multitude behind the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. Then the 
priests sounded the trumpets, and all the 
rest of the multitude encircled the city from 
close by, then again went back to the 
camp. They did this for six days. | 
i4On the seventh day, they rose early in 
ihe morning and went around the city six 
times.? Then it came to pass that as they 


marched around the seventh. time, the 


oriests blew the trumpets, and Joshua said 
to the sons of Israel, “Shout, for indeed the 
Lord has handed over the city to you. !*For 
the city shall be accursed by the Lord, it 
and whatever is in it. However, preserve 
Rahab the harlot and whatever is in her 
house, But. be very careful to keep, your- 
self from what is accursed, lest you your- 
self consider to take from it what is ac- 
cursed, and then you shall make the camp 
of the children of Israel a curse and destroy 
us. '8But all the silver, the gold, the bronze 
or the iron shall be holy to the Lord and 
brought in to the treasury of the Lord.” 1950 
the priests sounded the trumpets, and when 
the people heard the sound of the trumpets, 
all the people shouted together with a greal 
and mighty shout. Then the entire wall fell 
round about, and all the people went into 
the city. De DN GA 
20Joshua put the city under a curse with 
the edge of the sword, and whatever was in 





plete victory so they might possess the land. Joshua's vision surpasses that of Moses (Ex 3;1-10), who. 
saw a burning bush on Mount Horeb yet hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. Here, in the 
Promised Land, Joshua actually sees the form of a man. Both of these visions will be fulfilled in the 


Man, Christ Jesus. 


6:5, 6 Israel, which prefigures the Church, has been made ready. Now the people must act in faith and 
obedience. The Lord Himself will bring down the walls, which speak of sin and death. He will destroy 

the enemies and lead the faithful to safely inhabit a world once held captive by darkness. bs 
6:7-14 The priests with their sacred trumpets can be seen as representing the Old Testament prophet 


who foretell the coming of Christ in Holy Scripture while the re 


t of the world Waits in silence. They a" 


Israel's spiritual leaders, called to uphold the law and bear witness to God's covenant promises until 


Christ appears. = 7) 


6:14 Israel walked around the walls of Jericho for seven straight days. One of these had to be the Sab- | 
bath Day. Thus, the Israelites broke the Sabbath but were guiltless, for they obeyed Joshua (or Jesus) in 
doing a good thing. But when Jesus (the true Joshua) healed on the Sabbath, the Pharisees accused H! 


of breaking the Sabbath and wanted to kill Him. Then He said to them, “It is lawful to do good on the 


Sabbath” (Mt 12:12). | 
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it: from man to woman, from young man to 
old man, and from calf to donkey. 2!Then 
Joshua said to the two young men who 
acted as spies, “Go into the house of the 
woman, and bring her out from there, and 
whatever she has.” 22So the two young men 
who had spied out the city went into the 
house of the woman and brought out Ra- 
hab the harlot, her father and mother, and 
her brothers and kindred, and all she pos- 
sessed. They set her outside the camp of Is- 
rael,t 23and the city, with everyone init. was 
set on fire; but the silver, the gold, the 
bronze, and the iron they brought into the 
treasury of the Lord. 

4Thus Joshua kept alive Rahab the har- 
lot and all the house of her father: and 
caused her to dwell in Israel to this very 
day, because she hid the spies Joshua sent 
to spy out Jericho.. Joshua adjured [srael 
on that day before’ the Lord, Saying, 
“Cursed be the man who rebuiids that city. 


He shall lay its foundation in his firstborn | 


son, and he shall set up its gates with his 
youngest son.” Thus did Hiel from Bethel. 
He laid its foundation in Abiram, his first- 
born son, and he set up its gates with 
Segub, his youngest surviving son. 


“°So the Lord was with Joshua, and his | 
name was known throughout all the land. | 


~ The Defeat at Ai SP 


But the children of Israel committed a 

great offense, for they kept back for 
themselves something from what was 
accursed. Achan the son of Carmi, the son 
of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, took something from what was 
accursed, and the Lord was very angry 


with the sons of Israel.t 2Then Joshua sent 


men into Ai, which is near Bethel, saying, 
“Spy out Ai.” So the men went up, and spied 
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out Ai. *After this, they returned to Joshua 
and said to him, “Let not all the people go 
up, but let about two or three thousand men 
go up and force the city to surrender. Do 
not lead all the people there, for they are 





few in number.” ‘Thus, about three thou- 
sand men went up, but they fled from the 
face of the men of Ai. >The men of Ai killed 
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thirty-six of them and pursued them from 
the gate; and they crushed them on the 
steep slope. So the hearts of the people 
were terrified and became as water. 

‘Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to 
the ground before the face of the Lord until 
evening, both he and the elders of Israel, 
and they put dust on their heads.t ‘Joshua 
said, “I’beseech You, O Lord. Why did Your 
servant lead this people over Jordan to de- 
liver them to the Amorite to destroy us? If 
only we had remained and dwelt on the 
other side of the Jordan. What shall I say, 
since Israel turned his back before his en- 
emy? When the Canaanites and all the in- 
habitants. of the land hear this, they will 
Surround us and destroy us from off the 
land. Then what will You do for Your great 


name?” 





6:22 Rahab the harlot was counted as righteous before God for one reason: namely, her hospitality, a 


œ Achan’s Sin => _ 

l0So the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise up. 
Why have you fallen upon your face? The 
people sinned and transgressed the 
covenant I made with them: for they stole 
something from what was accursed and put 
itamong their goods. !*So the sons of Israel 
will be unable to stand against the face of 
their enemies. They will turn their backs 
before their enemies, because they are ac- 
cursed; and I will not be with you until you 
remove the accursed thing from among 
you. "Rise up and sanctify the people; and 
tell them to be sanctified for tomorrow. 





demonstration of her genuine faith, But she received no'praise for the rest of her behavior. Similarly, 
the publican was counted as righteous because of his humility, though he received no testimony for 
anything else. Therefore, one should not fall into despair over failures and shortcomings before God, 
but demonstrate in some way.a genuine repentance and faith (GrgTheo). 
6:24 Joshua, a type of Jesus Christ, saved Rahab the harlot because of her hospitality, which demon- 
strated a genuine faith, But the true Jesus said to the chief priests and elders who opposed Him, “tax. 
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you” (Mt 21:31). (Cyrler) mig yiii 
7:1-26 Like an infectious disease, the sin of Achan affected the entire community with death. It 
breached the walls of heavenly grace that surrounded the people at Jericho: But ìna more sweeping ` 
way, Adam's transgression breached the grace of God and plunged the entire world into mortality ~~ 


(Rom 5:12), 


TAVO 


7:6-15 Joshua and the elders intercede before the Lord on behalf of all the people, thus reversing their 


defeat, Simila rly, 





Christ's humility and intercession will reverse the process of sin and death, but the peo- 
ple must respond by working with Him to purge evil from their midst. EIS A 
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Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The ac- 
cursed thing is among you. You shall not be 
able to stand against your enemies until 
you remove the accursed thing from among 
you. "In the morning you shall all be gath- 
ered together by your tribes, and it shall 
come to pass that the tribe the Lord points 
out, you shall bring forward family by fam- 
ily. Then the family the Lord points out, you 
shall bring household by household. After 
this, the household the Lord points out, you 
Shall bring man by man.t 15So whoever is 
pointed out, he shall be burned with fire 
along with whatever he has, because he 
transgressed the covenant of the Lord and 
brought lawlessness in Israel, ” 

l6Now Joshua arose early in the morning 
and gathered the peopie tribe by tribe: and 
the tribe of Judah was pointed out. Then 
he brought family by family, and the family 
of Zara was pointed out. After this. ‘he 
brought man by man, “and Achan, the son 
of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, was pointed out. 
Thus, Joshua said to Achan, “Give glory 
to the Lord God of Israel today and make 
confession. Tell me what you did and hide 
nothing from me.” 

2S0 Achan answered Joshua and said, 


“Truly, I have sinned against the Lord God | 


of Israel. Thus and thus I did:t 2!] saw a 
beautiful, multicolored garment in the spoil 
and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of fifty shekels of gold. I desired 
them and took them. Behold, they are hid- 
den in the ground in my tent, and the silver 
is concealed under them.’t 22Then Joshua 
sent messengers, and they ran to the tent in 
the camp. These things were hidden in the 
tent, with the silver under them. 2°They car- 
ried them from the tent; and they brought 
them to Joshua and the elders of Israel and 
placed them before the Lord. 

44 After this, Joshua took Achan the son 
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Achor, along with his sons and daughters 
and his calves, and all his donkeys and 
sheep, and his tent and all his belonging. 
Thus he led them all to the Valley of Achor 
35And Joshua said to Achan, “Why did yoy 
destroy us? May the Lord destroy you thi, 
very day.” Then all Israel stoned him wit 
stones; sand they put over him a great 
heap of stones, and the Lord ceased from 
the wrath of his anger. Therefore and to 
this day, the place is named the Valley gf 
Achor. : 


æ. The Destruction of Ai = 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 
afraid, nor be cowardly. Take all the 
men of war with you and arise, go up to Ai | 
_ Behold, I have given the king of Ai and his 
| land into your hands. 2You shall do to Aias 
you did to Jericho and its king, and you will 
plunder for yourself the spoil of its cattle. 
Prepare for yourself an ambush from 
behind the city.” 
3So Joshua arose along with all the pec 
ple of war to go up to Ai. Then Joshua chose | 
thirty thousand mighty men and sent them 
by night. ‘He commanded them, saying 
“You shall lie in ambush behind the city. D0 
not be far from the city, and all of you be 
ready. “But I and everyone with me will ap- 
proach the city, and it shall come to at 
that as the inhabitants of Ai come out t0 
meet us, we at first shall flee from their fact. | 
“Then as they come out after us, we W 
draw them away from the city. They 


of Zerah and led him up to the Valley il 





| say, ‘They are fleeing from us as before 


Then you shall rise up from the ambush 
and go into the city. 8You shall do accordilé 
to this word. Behold, I have commanded 
you.” "So Joshua sent them out; and the! 
went to the ambush site and waited 
tween Bethel and Ai, westward of Al. _ 


7:14-18 Step by step, God reveals the source of sin, God's love is like a fire that consumes sin until only | 
what is good remains. But without repentance, nothing good will remain. | | 


7:20, 21 To follow a man like Achan and to believe he made a right choice would be like using @ blind : 


man as a judge of color, or a deaf man as a music critic. For those whose spiritual discernment 


is crip- 


pled are truly blind or deaf, since they lack the basic ability to distinguish between the important and 
the trivial. Achan buried his spiritual discernment under the attraction of material things (a beaut! id: 
multicolored garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of fifty shekels of gold), thus yie™ 
ing to whatever happened to catch his fancy (Neilos), Achan's confession was not repentance: He 0 


confessed because he got caught. 


7:21 The love of money is an ancient vice, and in Ex 20:17, a law was given to check it: “You shall not 


covet” (AmbM). 
7:24-26 Achan’s death by 


stoning applies to all who will not heed Christ’s words concerning Himself . 


“And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to pow" 


(Mt 21:44). 
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lOUThen Joshua rose early in the morning 
and visited the people; and he and the el- 
ders went up before the people to Ai. ''All 
the men of war also went up with him; and 
they proceeded and came opposite the city 
eastward. !2But the ambush was on the 
west side of the city. 

13Then it came to pass that when the king 
of Ai saw it, he hurried out and immedi- 
ately went to meet them in battle, he and all 
the people with him. But he did not know 
that an ambush was set against him behind 
the city. 4S0 Joshua and Israel saw and re- 
treated from before them. !°They pursued 
after the sons of Israel, but were drawn fur- 
ther away from the city. '!°There was no one 
left in Ai who did not pursue after Israel. 
They left the city open and pursued after 
them. 3 

17Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch 
out your hand with the spear in your hand 
toward the city, for I have given it into your 
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tain on the slope, where they pursued them 
to the end, then Joshua returned to Ai and 
struck it with the edge of the sword. 
24Those who fell that day, both men and 
women, were twelve thousand—all the in- 
habitants of Ai. But the cattle and the 
spoils in the city, everything which the sons 
of Israel took as spoils, they did according 
to the ordinance of the Lord, in the manner 
the Lord commanded Joshua. 2°Then 
Joshua burned the city with fire; he made it 
an uninhabited heap forever, even to this 
day. 27The king of Ai was hanged on a 
forked tree, and he remained on the tree 
until evening. When the sun went down, 
Joshua gave orders, and they took down 
the body from the tree and cast it into a pit. 
Then they heaped a pile of stones over him 


| that remains to this day. 


When the kings of the Amorites on the 
other side of the Jordan, and those in 


hands; and the ambush will rise up quickly | the hills and in the lowland, and in all the 


from their place.” So Joshua stretched out | 


his hand with the spear toward the city,' 
l8and when he stretched out his hand, those 
in ambush rose up quickly from their place 
and went into the city. They seized it and 
quickly set the city on fire. Then the in- 
habitants of Ai turned to look behind them 
and saw smoke rising from the city toward 
heaven. They no longer had any place to 
flee this way or that way. 2°Then Joshua 
and all Israel saw that the men in ambush 
took the city, and that smoke from the city 
went up toward heaven; and they turned 
and struck down the men of Ai. 2!These 
came out from the city to meet them, and 
they were in the midst of this army, some 
on this side and some on that side. The 
army struck them down until there was not 
one of them left who survived and es- 
caped.t 22But they took the king of Ai alive 
and brought him to Joshua. #*Thus, when 
the sons of Israel ceased killing all those in 
Ai who were in the plains and in the moun- 





8:17-20 The Lord who spoke to Joshua was the Son of God (Amb). Joshua's spear was a type of the 


coasts of the Great Sea, and those near 
Lebanon, and the Hittites, the Canaanites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, the Amorites, the 
Girgashites and the Jebusites heard what 
happened, 2they all came together in one 


| place to war against Joshua and Israel. 


æ Israel Reaffirms the Covenant => 
3Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord, 
the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal,t *which 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded 
the sons of Israel as written in the Law of 
Moses concerning an altar of whole stones, 
upon which an iron tool should not be laid. 
There they offered whole burnt offerings to 
the Lord, and a sacrifice of peace offering. 
5Joshua also wrote on stones the second 
law of the law of Moses, which he wrote in 
the presence of the sons of Israel.t SAI Is- 
rael and their elders and judges and their 
scribes also passed by on each side of the 
ark. Then the priests and the Levites took 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord. The 





cross, that weapon of peace through which Christ and His Church win in battle. 

8:21-28 We should remember that all the inhabitants of Ai, and in fact all the inhabitants of the cities 
conquered by Joshua, were killed because none of them asked for mercy or desired to be saved. God 
always provides both the warning and the opportunity, but He will not force people to seek salvation. 
9:3-8 Joshua and the people reaffirm their covenant with the Lord according to Moses’ instructions 
(see Dt 27:1-8), Everything in this passage points to Christ, who will unite all people, both resident 
aliens and those born among them (v. 6), Jew and Gentile, sinner and saint. 

9:5 The term second law is noteworthy, because Deuteronomy is not an additional law to the Law of 
Moses. Rather, it emphasizes the spiritual side of his law. In this sense, Christ is the “second” Law, for He 
will not only come after the “first” Law of Moses, He will also fulfill it (Mt 5:17). | | 
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resident aliens and those born among to them, “We g are your aervag, Now then: 
them, half of them stood near Mount Ge- | make a covenant with us; ” '*These are the 
rizim, and half of them near Mount Ebal, as | loaves of bread, and we took them hot for 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded | our journey on the day we left to come to 
when he blessed the people the first time. | you; but now they are dried and have be. 
7Thus after this, Joshua read all the words | come moldy. !°These are the wineskins we 
of this law, the blessings and the curses, ac- | filled when new; but they are torn, and our 
cording to everything written in the Law of | clothing and shoes are old because of the 
Moses. There was not a.word from every- | very long journey.” “Then the rulers took 
thing Moses commanded. Joshua that | some of their provisions, but they did not 
Joshua did not read in the ears of all the as- | inquire of the Lord. “Joshua; then made 
sembly of the children of Israel, to the men, | peace with them and- established a 
women, and children, and to the resident | covenant to keep them safe; and the rulers 
aliens who came with Israel. of the congregation swore to them. 
| 22Now it came to pass that three.days af- 
=. Deception of the Gibeonites = ter they made a covenant with them, they 
When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard heard that-they were near neighbors and 
everything the Lord did to Jericho and Ai, | that: they dwelt among them. 25Then the 
indeed they also devised a crafty plan. So | children of Israel departed and came-to 
they went and supplied themselves with | their cities. Their ‘cities were-Gibeon and 
provisions and prepared themselves. They | Chephirah and Beeroth, and the.city of Kir- 
took old sacks on their shoulders and old, | jathjearim, 24The sons of Israel did not fight 
torn, and patched bottles of wine. !'!The up- | with them, because all the rulers had sworn 
per part of their shoes and sandals were | to them.by the Lord God of Israel; but all 
old and crudely patched on their feet; and | the congregation complained against the 
the clothing they wore was worn out. The | rulers. 25So the rulers said.:to all the congre- 
bread of their provision was dry, dirty, and | gation, “We-swore an oath to them by the 
moldy. Then they came to Joshua at Is- | Lord God of Israel, and now we. cannot 
rael’s camp in Gilgal and said to Joshua | touch them: 26This is what we will do: We 
and Israel, “We have come from a far land. | will capture them alive and keep them safe, 
Now then, make a covenant with us.” ’The | so no wrath will come upon us because of 
children of Israel said to the Hivites, “Per- | the oath we swore to them. 27They shall 
haps you live among us. How then can] | live, but they shall be: woodcutters and 
make a covenant with you?’ '4So they | water-carriers for the entire congregation, 
replied to Joshua, “We are your servants.” as the rulers direct them.” | 
Joshua then said to them, “Who are you, 28Thus Joshua summoned them together 
and where do you come from?” !5So they | and/spoke to them, saying, “Why have you 
said, “Your servants have come from a very | deceived me, saying, ‘We are very far from 
distant land in the name of the Lord your | you,’ when you are fellow-countrymen of 
God; for we heard of His name, and every- | those who dwell among us? 29Now there- 
thing He did in Egypt, tand everything He | fore, you are cursed, and there shall not fail 
did to the kings of the Amorites who were | to be a servant nor a woodcutter among 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of | you to serve me and my God.” 3°So they an: 
Heshbon and to Og the king of Bashan, | swered Joshua, saying, “It was reported t0 
who dwelled in Ashtaroth and Edrei. us what the Lord your God ordered His se! 
"“So when we heard this, our elders and | vant Moses, to give you this land.and to de 
all those who inhabited our land spoke to | stroy us and all who dwell in it from before 
us, Saying, “Take provisions for yourselves | you. Thus we did this thing, because We 
for the road, and go to meet them and say feared greatly for our lives before you: 


Ne 











9:9, 21 Although Joshua made a mistake by not inquiring of the Lord before he made the covenant 
with a Gibeonites, nevertheless, his virtuous character is shown by his innocence in Sgt: them 
(AmbM 

9:9-33 The Gibeonites are descendants of Noah’ SSON, Canaan, about whom he prophesied | in Gn 9:25, 
"Cursed be Canaan; / A servant of servants shall he be to his brothers’ (JohnChr). These Canaanites pre 
figure the sinners and outcasts who will humble themselves before Christ and receive salvation, The 
torn and patched condition (v. 11) of the Glbeonites prlongings describes the state of theis soul that — 
seeks salvation in God. ny Ny ie ea 
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3INow behold, we are in your hands, do to | and rescue us, for all the kings of the Amo- 
usas it is pleases you and as it seems good | rites who dwell in the hill country are gath- 
to you.” ered together against us.”? 

32S0 they did this to them in this way, and | 7So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and 
Joshua delivered them on that day from the | all his men of war, everyone mighty in 
hands of the children of Israel; and they did | strength. 8For the Lord said to Joshua, “Do 
not kill them. On that day, Joshua ap- | not fear them, for I have delivered them 
pointed them to be woodcutters and water- | into your hands. Not one of them shall re- 
carriers for the entire congregation and for | main before you.” “Then Joshua came upon 
the altar of God. Therefore, the inhabitants | them suddenly, for he had marched all 
of Gibeon became woodcutters and water- | night from Gilgal. The Lord routed them 
carriers for the altar of God until this very | from the face of the sons of Israel, and the 
day, and for the place the Lord chose for | Lord crushed them with a great destruction 
Himself. at Gibeon. They pursued them on the road 
heading to Beth Horon and slew them as 
far as Azekah and Makkedah. !!But as they 
fled from the face of the sons of Israel, on 
, re the descent of Beth Horon, the Lord cast 
done to Jericho and its king, he did also.to | far ac Azekah. More died from the? hail- 
Ai and its king; and that the inhabitants of | stones than the sons of Israel killed with 
Gibeon by their own accord had come over | the sword in the battlet | | 
to Joshua and Israel, then: they. feared | | 

æ The Sun Stands Still = | 


greatly for themselves, for the king knew ) 
Then Joshua spoke to the Lord on the 


that Gibeon was a great city, as one of the 

mother-cities, and that all her men were | day God delivered the Amorites into. the 

mighty, hands of Israel, when he crushed them in 
3So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent | Gibeon. They were crushed before the face 

to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of | of the sons of Israel, for Joshua said: 

Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to 

Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4“Come up to 

me and help me; and we will go to war; ,, And the moon over the valley of 

against Gibeon, for they went over of their | _ Ajalon.”t 

own accord to Joshua and the children of | !3. So the sun and moon stood still 

Israel.” 5The five kings of the Jebusites: the Until God brought vengeance against 

king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the their enemies, 

king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and The sun stood still in the midst of 

the king of Eglon, they and all their people, heaven | 

went up and besieged Gibeon and forced it And did not set in the west until the 

to surrender. “Then the inhabitants of end of one day. | 

Gibeon sent to Joshua in the camp of Israel ) ha tan 

at Gilgal, saying, “Do not abandon your | _ “There was no day like that day-either 

servants. Come up to us quickly. Help us | before or after, that God should hear a 





~. Defeat of the Amorites = 


] When Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusa- 
lem heard that Joshua had taken Ai 


Ce a Ss — 


“Let the sun stand still over Gibeon, 





10:6-10 The people of Gibeon sent word, and Joshua mustered all his men of war to rescue them and 
rout the enemy. So it is with all those who are held fast in the hands of the Lord: In the words of the 
Lord Jesus Himself, “And | shall give them eternal life, and they shall never perish) neither shall anyone 
snatch them out of My hand” (Jn 10:28), | Oey 

10:11 Because the Gibeonites humbled themselves before the Lord, His judgment against their fleeing 
oppressors is even more fierce than it was against Jericho.and Ai. The hailstones .. . from heaven speak 
of the Last Judgment. a] i : 

10:12, 13 The Word and Son of God caused the sun to stand still. He it was also who rebuked the sea, 
and on the cross caused the sun to be darkened (AthanG). So this passage would be fulfilled and even 
surpassed on the day of Christ's Crucifixion, On that day, He would show His Lordship over creation 

(Lk 23:45) as He stretched out His all-pure hands upon the cross, trampling down His enemies and bring- 
ng “salvation in the midst of the earth” (Ps 73:12), rl NoN | tt Foatsk 
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man, because the Lord joined in war with m Victory in the Southland 7- 
[srael.t 28Then Joshua and all Israel with him de. 
Then those five kings fled, and hid in parted from Makkedah to Libnah and be. 
the cave at Makkedah. '°So it was reported | sieged Libnah. 29The Lord gave it into the 
to Joshua, saying, “The five kings were | hands of Israel. They took it and its king 
found hiding in the cave in Makkedah.” | and destroyed it with the edge of the sword, 
‘Joshua said, “Roll stones against the | along with every living thing in it. Nothing 





mouth of the cave and set men to guard | was spared or allowed to escape. So they 
them. '*As for you, do not stay there; but | did to its king as they had done to the king | 


pursue your enemies and attack their rear | of Jericho. 
guard. Do not allow them to enter their 30After this, Joshua and all Israel with 
cities, for the Lord our God will deliver | him departed from Libnah to Lachish, and 
them into our hands.” '%Thus it- came to | encamped around it and besieged it. 3!The 
pass that when Joshua and the sons of Is- | Lord also gave Lachish into the hands of Is- 
rael: ceased to strike them in an over- | rael. On the second day, they took it and de- 
whelming slaughter, those: who escaped | stroyed it with the edge of the sword. They 
took refuge in the fortified cities. 2°Then all | utterly destroyed it, as they had done to 
the people returned. safely to Joshua at | Libnah. 22Then Horam the king of Gezer 
Makkedah, and not one of the sons of Is- | marched up to help Lachish, but Joshua 
rael grumbled with his tongue. smote him and his people with the edge of 
“!Then Joshua said, “Unblock the cave | the sword, until not one of them was spared 
and bring out these five kings from the | or allowed to escape. | 
cave.” “So they brought out the five kings |  33Then Joshua and all Israel with him de- 
from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the | parted from Lachish to Eglon, and en- 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the | camped around it and besieged it. 34So the 
king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon: : Lord gave it into Israel’s hand; and they 
23When they brought them to Joshua, he | took it on that day and destroyed it with the 
called together all Israel and the leaders of | edge of the sword. They utterly destroyed 
the army who went with him, Saying, | every living thing in it, as they had done to 
“Come forward and put your feet on their | Lachish. 
necks.” So they came forward and placed 45After this, Joshua and all Israel with 
their feet on their necks. 24Then Joshua | him departed to Hebron and encamped 
said to them, “Do not be afraid of them, nor | around it. 3*He struck it with the edge of the 
be fearful. Be courageous, for the Lord will | sword, along with every living thing in it. 
do thus to all your enemies against whom | No one was spared. They destroyed it and 
you wage war.” “After this, Joshua put everything in it, as they had done to Eglon. 
them to death and hanged them on five 37Then Joshua and all Israel returned (0 
trees. They hung on the trees until evening. | Debir and encamped around it. °8They took 
6Then it came to pass that towards sunset | it, its king, and its villages, and struck tt 
Joshua gave orders, and they took them | with the edge of the sword. They utterly de- 
down from the trees and cast them into the | stroyed it, along with every living thing 
cave where they had fled for refuge. They | it. They spared nothing in it, and as the! 
rolled stones over the cave which remain to | had done to Hebron and its king, so the’ 
this day, did to Debir and its king. | 
47Then they took Makkedah that day and 39After this, Joshua smote all the land ol 





—— B 


struck it with the edge of the sword. They | the hill country, and the South, and thè 
utterly destroyed every living thing init. No | plains of the land, and Asedoth, and he! 


one was spared or allowed to escape. So | kings; and not one of them was spare“ 
they did to the king of Makkedah as they | They utterly destroyed every living thin® 
had done to the king of Jericho. as the Lord God of Israel commande® 





10:14 According to Ecc 1:5, “The sun rises, and the sun goes down.” Likewise, Christ, the Sun of Righ- p; 
teousness, appears sometimes as risen and sometimes as set. This depends on one’s manner of life an® 
spiritual status in the pursuit of virtue and search for spiritual knowledge. Blessed is a man like Joshua 
who keeps the true Sun from setting in himself throughout the whole day of this present life, not al- 
lowing this Sun to be blotted out by the dusk of sin and ignorance. By doing this, he will be able to 
defeat the deceitful demons who rise up against him (MaxCon). ) 








Goshen, as far as Gibeon. 4! Joshua smote 
their kings and their land once for all, be- 
cause the Lord God of Israel was fighting 
for Israel. 


~, Victory in the North = 


J But when Jabin the king of Hazor 
heard this, he sent to Jobab king of 
Madon, to the king of Shimron, to the king 
of Achshaph, 2to the kings from the north 
in the mountains, and in the plain south of 
Chinneroth in the lowland, and in the 
heights of Dor on the west, *to the Canaan- 
ites in the east and the west: the Amorite, 
the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in the 
mountains, and the Hivite below Hermon 
in the land of. Mizpah. They and their 
kings with them, as many in number as the 
sand of the sea, went out with -a- great 
many horses and chariots. °Ali these kings 
came together to meet and camp together 
by the waters of Merom to war against 
Israel. 
‘Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Fear not 
before their presence, for tomorrow at this 
hour, I will deliver them to you and put 


them to flight in the’ sight of Israel. You | 
shall hamstring their horses and burn their 


chariots with fire.”t 7So Joshua and all the 
people of war went against them suddenly 
at the waters of Merom and attacked them 
in the hill country: The Lord delivered 
them into the hands of Israel, and they de- 
feated and chased them to Sidon, the Great 
Sidon, to Brook Misrephoth, and eastward 
to the Valley of Mizpah. They attacked them 
until there were no survivors. Thus Joshua 
did to them as the Lord commanded him. 
He hamstrung their horses and burned 
their chariots with fire. 


lWAt that time, Joshua returned and | 


seized Hazor and its king; for Hazor ruled 
over all these kingdoms in previous times. 
They put to death every living thing in it 
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from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza, and all of | with the sword. They utterly destroyed 
them all, leaving no one alive, and set Ha- 
zor on fire. '*Joshua captured all the cities 
of their kingdoms and their kings, and put 
them to death by the edge of the sword. 


They utterly destroyed them, as Moses the 
servant of the Lord ordered them. 13But Is- 
rael did not burn any of the fortified cities. 
Joshua only burned down Hazor. The 
children of Israel took all its spoils for 
themselves, and they completely destroyed 
everyone with the edge of the sword, until 
there were no survivors. !°As the Lord or- 
dered his servant Moses; so Moses com- 
manded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He did 
not deviate from all that Moses com- 
manded him. 


= A Summary of Conquest -= 


:16After this, Joshua took all the hill coun- 
try of the land, all the South, all the land of 
Goshen, the plains of the land, the land to 
the west, the mountain of Israel, the low 
country. '’toward the mountain, from 
Mount Halak to the ascent to Seir, even as 
far as Baal Gad and the plains of Lebanon 
below Mount Hermon. He seized all their 
kings, took them away, and put them to 
death. !8Joshua waged war with these 
kings for many days, !%and there was not a 


| city Israel did not take. They took them all 
-in battle. 2°For it was of the Lord to harden 
their heart to wage war against Israel, that 


they might be utterly destroyed and be 
shown no mercy, but that they might be ut- 
terly destroyed, as the Lord said to Moses.t 

21At that time, Joshua came and utterly 
destroyed the Anakim from the mountains: 
from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and 
from all the nation of Israel, and from all 
the mountains of Judah, including their 
cities. Joshua utterly destroyed them. 77No 
Anakim remained in the midst of the chil- 
dren of Israel, but only in Gaza, in Gath, 
and in Ashdod. So Joshua took all the 


11:6-9 The kings who warred against Israel represent the sinful passions that war against us. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ encourages us, as He did Joshua, “Fear not before their presence.” He also said, “I 
will... put them to flight.” Joshua and his army also warred against the kings in Canaan. Therefore, 
the Lord fights, and we fight against our passions. This spiritual war is called asceticism. Its purpose is to 
subdue the passions so that the God-endowed virtues within the soul may express themselves in a natu- 


ral way. 


11:20 As it was with Pharaoh in Moses’ day, so it is with the kings in Joshua's day. Over time, their 
hearts had become so hardened by sinful passions they no longer had the possibility of repentance. 
Israel waited four hundred years from the time God promised the land to Abraham until they were 
able to possess it, because the sins of the Amorites were not yet complete (Gn 15:16). Even to this day, 
God in His longsuffering is withholding judgment on the earth until all mankind has had every oppor- 


tunity to repent and believe in Jesus Christ. 
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land, as the Lord commanded Moses, and 
Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel by 
division, according to their tribes. Then the 


land rested from war,t 
] Now these are the kings of the land 
whom the sons of Israel put. to 
death, and whose land they inherited 
beyond the Jordan in the east, from the val- 
ley Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the 
land of Araba in. the east.t 2These kings 
were Sihon, king of the Amorites, who 
dwelt in Heshbon and ruled from Aroer, 
which is in the valley, over part of the val- 
ley and half of Gilead toward Jabok, the 
border of the sons of Ammon, ‘and Araba 
towards the sea of Chinneroth to the east, 
and as far as the Sea of Araba (the Salt 
Sea) from the east; the way toward Beth 
Jeshimoth, and from Teman below Ashdoth 
Pisgah; fand Og, king of Bashan, who 
remained from the giants who dwelt in 
Ashtaroth and Edrei, fand who ruled from 
Mount Hermon and from Salcah, and all 
Bashan as far as the borders of the 
Geshurites, and the Maachathites and half 
of Gilead, to the borders of Sihon the king 
of Heshbon. Moses the servant of the Lord 
and the sons of Israel struck them down, 
and Moses gave them as a possession to 
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh. 


= The Victories of Moses m- 


~. The Victories of Joshua = 


7Now these are the kings of the Amorites 
whom Joshua and the sons of Israel put to 
death on the other side of the Jordan by the 
sea of Baal Gad in the plain of Lebanon, 
and as far as Mount Halak and the ascent 
to Seir; and Joshua gave this to the tribes of 
Israel to inherit according to their portion, 
ŝin the mountain and in the plain, in Araba 
and in Ashdoth, in the desert and in the 
South—the Hittites, the Amorites, the 








Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. “The kings of these were the 
king of Jericho, the king of Ai, which is near 
Bethel, the king of Jerusalem, the king 
of Hebron, ''the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, '*the king of Eglon, the king of 
Gezer, the king of Debir, the king of 
Geder, “the king of Hormah, the king 
of Arad, the king of Libna, the king of 
Adullam, '*the king of Makkedah, the king 
of Bethel, "the king of Tappuah, the king of 
Hepher, !*the king of Aphek, the king of 
Lasharon, the king of Madon, the king 
of Hazor, #the king of Shimron Meron, the 
king of Achshaph, “the king of Taanach, 
the king of Megiddo, **the king of Kedesh, 
the king of Jokneam in Carmel, the king 
of Dor in the heights of Dor, the king of the 

| people of Gilgal, “4and the king of Tirzah— 

| all these kings equaled thirty-one. 


~ The Remaining Inheritance > 


"} Now Joshua was old and advanced 

in days, and the Lord said to Joshua, 

“You are advanced in days; and much land 
remains to inherit.t 2The remaining land is 
the territories of the Philistines, the 
Geshurites, and the Canaanites; 3from 
Sihor, east of Egypt, as far as the borders of 
Ekron northward (which is counted as 
Canaanite); the five lords of the Philis- 
tines—the Gazites, the Ashdodites, the 
Ashkelonites, the Gittites, the Ekronites: 
and also the Avites; 4from the south, all the 
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land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that - 
belongs to the Sidonians as far as Aphek. — 








to the border of the Amorites; >the land of 


the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the 
sunrise, from Baal Gad below Mouni 
Hermon as far as the entrance to Hamathi 
6all the inhabitants of the mountains, from 
Lebanon as far as the Brook Misrephoth. 
and all the Sidonians—them | will drive ou! 
from before the children of Israel; only 
divide it by lot to Israel as.an inheritanc® 


11:23 The land of Canaan was a type of God's kingdom in the world to come, when the land will rest 
from war. But until then, one needs to guard his heart against his passions and “wage the good war 


fare, having faith and a good conscience” (1Ti 1:18, | 
12:1 The kings of the land represent not only the sinful passions, but also the devil and his angels, who 
are the authors of these passions: These angels are called “principalities,” “powers,” “rulers of the dar 


19). 


ness,” and “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Eph 6:12). But Christ the Conqueroh 


together with the faithful and the heavenly hosts, will prevail 
those who put to death these kings will inherit the land of God's kingdom in the world to 


over them all. By the grace of Christ - 
come. “He 


who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be his God and he shall be My son” (Rev 21:7) 


13:1-7 Some of these cities will not come into Israel's possession until much later, and some will nevel 


become part of Israel's earthly kingdom. Yet again, this passage points to events far in the future, w j 
Christ will be given the ends of the earth as His inheritance (Ps 2:8). 00 n 0 n mman 
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as | have commanded you. 7Now therefore 
divide this land by lot to the nine tribes and 
to the half-tribe of Manasseh; from the 
Jordan as far as the Great Sea westward, 
you will give this to them, with the Great 
Sea as the boundary.” 


ee 


soothsayer, among those who were killed 
by them. The border of the children of 
Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This 
was the inheritance of the children of 
Reuben according to their families, the 
cities, and their villages. 


= Land of Gad = 

“4Moses also had given an inheritance to 
the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad ac- 
cording to their families. Their boundary 
lines were Jazer, all the cities of Gilead, and 
half the land of the Ammonites as far as 
which is on the bank of the River Arnon, | Aroer, which is before Rabbah, 26and from 
and the city in the midst of the valley, and | Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Betonim. 
the town in the midst of the ravine, and all | and from Mahanaim to the border of Debir, 
the plain of Medeba as far as Dibon; !all | 27and in the valley Beth Haram, Beth Nim- 

















~ Land East of the Jordan = 
sBut to the two tribes, the Reubenites and 
the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, Moses gave an inheritance beyond 
the Jordan. Moses the servant of the Lord 
gave it to them eastward, from Aroer 


the cities of Sihon, the king of the Amo- 
rites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the 
border of the children of Ammon; !!Gilead, 


rah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the 
kingdom of Sihon king of. Heshbon, with 
the Jordan as its border, as far as the edge 


and the border of the Geshurites or the | of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the other side 
Maachathites, all Mount Hermon and all | of the Jordan eastward. 28This is the inher- 
Bashan as far as Salcah; !2all the kingdom | jtance of the children of Gad according to 


of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth 
and Edrei, who remained of the remnant of | 
the giants; for Moses had defeated and cast | 
out these. !3Nevertheless, the children of Is- | 
rael did not drive out the Geshurites or the | 
Maachathites, but the Geshurites and the 
Maachathites dwell among the Israelites 
until this day. !4Only the tribe of Levi he 
had given no inheritance, because their in- 
heritance is the Lord God of Israel, as the 
Lord said to them. So this was the division | 
Moses distributed to the sons of Israel in 
the plains of Moab, on the other side of the 
Jordan towards Jericho. 


= Land of Reuben > 

!SNow Moses had given an inheritance to 
the tribe of Reuben according to their fam- 
ilies. !6Their territories were from Aroer, 
which is on the bank of the River Arnon, 
and the city in the ravine, and all the plain 
of Medeba; !7Heshbon and all the cities in 
the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal; and Beth 
Baal Meon, '8Jahaza and Kedemoth, 
Mephaath, !9Karjathaim, Sibmah, Zereth 
Shahar on the mountain of the valley, Xand 
Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth 
Jeshimoth— 2!and all the cities of the plain 
and all the kingdom of Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom 
Moses had struck with the princes of Mid- 
lan: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who | 
were princes of Sihon dwelling in the coun- 
try. ??The children of Israel also killed with 
the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the 





_ 


_ their families, the cities, and their villages. 


= Land of (East) Manasseh -=> 

2IMoses had also given an inheritance to 
the half tribe of Manasseh according to 
their families. 2°Their boundary was from 
Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of 
Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair 
which are in Bashan, sixty cities; ?/half of 
Gilead, and Ashtaroth and Edrei, cities of 
the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the 


| children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, 


for half of the children of Machir according 


to their families. 


*2These are the areas Moses had distrib- 
uted as an inheritance beyond the plains of 
Moab on the other side of the Jordan, by 
Jericho eastward. 


-™. Land Divided West of Jordan «=> 


These are the areas which the chil- 

“I dren of Israel inherited in the land 

of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest. 
Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the 
fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel 
distributed as an inheritance to them. 
“Their inheritance was by lot, as the Lord 
commanded by the hand of Joshua for the 
nine tribes and the half-tribe. 3For Moses 
had given the inheritance of the two tribes 
and the half-tribe on the other side of the 
Jordan; but to the Levites he had given no 
inheritance among them, ‘For the children 
of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and 
Ephraim; and they gave no part to the 
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Levites in the land, except cities to dwell in, 
with common-lands for their livestock and 
their property. 5As the Lord had com- 
manded Moses, so the children of Israel 
did; and they divided the land. 


~. Hebron Given to Caleb -7> 







| om The Land for Judah .= 
] So this was the lot of the tribe of the 
children of Judah according to their 
families: The border of Edom at the Desert 
of Zin southward was the extreme south. 
ern boundary. ?Their southern border 
| began at the shore of the Salt Sea, from the 
6Then the children of Judah came to | bay that faces southward. *Then it went out 
eeu ih cig Ae eae yo ee of oR | to the southern side of ne Ascent of 
phunneh the Kenezite said to him, “You | Akrabbim, passed along to Zin, ascended 
know what the Lord said to Moses the man | on the south side of Kadesh Barnea, passed 
of God concerning myself and you in | along to Hezron, went up to Adar, and went 
Kadesh Barnea. 7For I was forty years old | around to Karkaa. *From there it passed 
when Moses the servant of God sent me | toward Azmon and went out to the Brook 
from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, | of Egypt; and the border ended at the sea. 
and I brought back word to him as he | This is their southern border. 
wished,t but my brothers who went up| The east border was the Salt Sea as far 
with me turned aside the heart of the peo- | as the mouth of the Jordan, and the border 
ple, while I continued to follow the Lord my | on the northern quarter began at the bay of 
God. 9So Moses swore on that day, saying, | the sea at the mouth of the Jordan. "The 
‘The land on which you set foot shali be an | border went up to Beth Hoglah and passed 
inheritance for you and your children for- | north of Beth Arabah; and the border went 
ever, because you continued ta fcllow the | oh to poses H Ea the ta of pak | 
Lord our God.” Now the Lord has sus- | {then the border went up toward Deol | 
tained me, as He said, these forty-five | from the Valley of Achor, and it turned 
years, since the Lord spoke this word to | 2orthward toward Gilgal, which is before 
Moses, and Israel wandered in the desert; | tPe oct vi Adummim, which is on the 
and now behold I am eighty-five years old sre Bice arme valley. ine border ana 
today. "I am still as strong today as when | UCd toward the waters of En Shemesh an 
| : oot, + ended at En Rogel. 8The border went up by 
Moses sent me, as strong now to go out and th | À 
age ORT 3 e Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the 
come in for war. '2Now therefore, I ask you | SiGe JAG ets : a 
x ya CRUE, southern slope of the Jebusite city (which 1S 
for this mountain, as the Lord said in that Jerusalem). The border went up to the top 
day, since you heard this word in that day. | 6f the mountain that lies before the Valley 
For now the Anakim are there with large PELES ley het, SARA SAT f | 
and fortified cities therefore. if the Tord’ of Hinnom westward, which is at the end 0 
fe a fi A a ore, II the Lord Is | the Valley of Rephaim northward. Then the 
wi 1 me, y utterly destroy them, as the | border went around from the top of the hill _ 
SG Joshua blessed him, and gave He- | 2 FE ounta inio Ana wano Nepita 
l -| and., extended to the cities of Moun 
bron to Caleb the Son of Jephunneh, the | Ephron. Then the border went around t0 
son of Kenez, as an inheritance. '*There- | Baalah (which is Kirjath Jearim). !°The! 
fore Hebron became the inheritance of the border turned from Baalah to Mount 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite to | Seir, passed along to the side of Mount 
this day, because he followed the command | Jearim on the north (which is Chesalon) 
of the Lord God of Israel. But the name of | went down to Beth Shemesh, and passe? 7 
Hebron was formerly Kirjath Arba, the | on to Timnah. !!The border went out to thè 
capital of the Anakim. Then the land rested | side of Ekron northward. Then the borde! 
from war. went around to Shicron, passed along © 























14:7-10 Caleb and Joshua preferred virtue rather than safety, but the other ten spies preferred safety 
to virtue (AmbM), The Lord Jesus Christ preferred our salvation rather than His own life, for He gladly 
gave Himself for us. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed to the Father and said, “Let this cup pass 
from Me” (Mt 26:39). By this request He showed He was fully Man, for He possessed the God-endow® 
desire for self-preservation in His human nature. But He also said, “Nevertheless, not as | will, but as 
You will.” In this He revealed the submission of His human will to His divine will within His one Person: 
Thus, His divine will was a higher law than the law of safety within His human will; therefore, He volun 
tarily and joyfully gave His human life for our sakes. The holy martyrs also preferred the divine will to 
their own safety. 


A 





Mount Baalah, and extended to Jabneel; 
and the border ended at the sea. !2The west 
border was the coastline of the Great Sea. 
This is the boundary of the children of Ju- 
dah all around according to their families. 





s~ Caleb Occupies Hebron and Debir «= 


‘SNow to Caleb the son of Jephunneh he 
gave a share among the children of Judah, 
according to the commandment of the Lord 
to Joshua, namely, Kirjath Arba, which is 
Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak).t 
l4Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak 
from there: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, 
the children of Anak. Then he went up 
from there to the inhabitants of Debir (for- 
merly the name of Debir was Kirjath 
Sepher). “Then Caleb said; “He who at- 
tacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I 
will give Achsah my daughter as wife.” 11Sọ 
Othniel the son of Kenez, the younger 
brother of Caleb, took it, and he gave him 
Achsah his daughter as wife. 8Now it was 
so, when she came to him. that she per- 
suaded him to ask her father for a field. So 
she dismounted from her donkey: and 
Caleb said to her; “What do you wish?” 
She answered, “Give me a blessing: since 


you have given me land in the South; give | 


me also springs of water.” So he gave her 
the upper spring and the lower springs. 


æ. Cities of Judah = 
40This was the inheritance of the tribe of 


the children of Judah according to their 
families. 2!The cities at the limits of the 


tribe of the children of Judah, toward the 


border of Edom in the South, were 


Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22Kinah, Dimonah, | 


Adadah, 22Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24Ziph, 
Telem, Bealoth, 25Hazor, Hadattah, Kerioth, 
Hezron (which is Hazor), 22Amam, Shema, 


Moladah, 27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth | 


Pelet, 2#8Hazar, Shual, Beersheba, Bizjoth- 
jah, #Baalah, Ijim, Ezem, *°Eltolad, Chesil, 
Hormah, *!Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansan- 
nah, **Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: 
twenty-nine cities with their villages. 

In the lowland: Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 
“Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, Jar- 
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muth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, #Sharaim, 
Adithaim, Gederah, and Gederothaim: four- 
teen cities with their villages; Zenan, 
Hadashah, Migdal Gad, *8Dilean, Mizpah, 











| Joktheel, **Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, #°Cab- 
| bon, Lahmas, Kithlish, 41Gederoth, Beth 


Dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah: sixteen 


| cities with their villages; 42Libnah, Ether. 


Ashan, *“Jiphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, “Keilah., 
Achzib, and Mareshah: nine cities with their 
villages; Ekron, with its towns and vil- 


lages; **from Ekron to the sea, all that lay 
near Ashdod, with their villages; 47Ashdod 


with its towns and villages, Gaza with its 
town and villages—as far as the Brook of 
Egypt and the Great Sea with its coastline. 

In the mountain country: Shamir, Jattir, 
Sochoh, #*Dannah, Kirjath Sannah (which 
is’ Debir), “Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 
*!Goshen, Holon, ‘and Giloh:-eleven cities 
with their villages; Arab, Dumah, Eshean, 
*3Janum, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, **Hum- 
tah, Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron), and 
Zior: nine cities with their villages; Maon, 
Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, *Jezreel, Jokdeam, 


| Zanoah, “Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten 


cities with their villages; °8Halhul, Beth 
Zur, Gedor, **Maarath, Beth Anoth, and El- 
tekon: six cities with their villages; "°Theco 
and Ephratha (which is Bethlehem), and 
Phagor and Aetan and Culon and Tatam 
and Thobes and Carem and Galem and 
Thether and Manocho: eleven cities and 
their villages; “Kirjath Baal (which is Kir- 
jath Jearim) and Rabbah: two cities with 
their villages. ®2In the desert: Beth Arabah, 
Middin, Secacah, ®Nibshan, the City of 
Salt, and En Gedi: six cities with their vil- 
lages. 

6&As for the Jebusites who dwelled in 
Jerusalem, the sons of Judah were not able 
to destroy them. So the Jebusites dwell in 
Jerusalem until this day. 


= The Land of Ephraim and (West) 
Manasseh 7- 
] The lot fell to the children of Joseph 
from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the 
waters of Jericho on the east, to the desert 
that goes up from Jericho through the 





15:13-19 The sons of Anak (v. 14) were known as Anakim, and they were giants in size (Dt 2:10, 11). 


Othniel was the nephew of Caleb and also had his spirit. Thus, he subdued the Anakim. He would also 
be the first to deliver Israel in the time of the Judges (Jdg 3:9), and therefore was a type of Christ. - 
Achsah, his wife, was Caleb's daughter, and Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs of water (v. 19: 
see also Jdg 1:13-15). She was a type of the Church with its springs of water, the divine life of Christ. 
Therefore, through Christ and His life in the Church, one is able to fight against the giants of the pas- 


sions and to live a God-honoring manner of life. 
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mountains to Bethel, 2then went out from 
Bethel to Luz, passed along to the border of 
the Archites at Ataroth, 3and went down 
westward to the boundary of the Japh- 
letites, as far as the boundary of Lower Beth 
Horon to Gezer; and it ended at the sea. 4So 


the children of Joseph, Manasseh and 


Ephraim, took their inheritance. 


-s Ephraim 7 | 


`The border of the children of Ephraim, 
according to their families, was thus: The 
border of their inheritance on the east side 
was Ataroth Addar as far as Upper Beth 
Horon. ®The border went out toward the 
sea on the north side of Michmethath; then 
the border went around. eastward to 
Taanath Shiloh, and passed by it on the 
east of Janohah. ‘Then it went down from 
Janohah to Ataroth and Naarah, reached 
to Jericho, and came out at the Jordan. 
The border went out from Tappuah west- 
ward to the Brook Kanah,-and it ended at 
the sea. This was the inheritance of the 
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Shemida; these were the male children o¢ 
Manasseh the son of Joseph according to 
their families. 

But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the 
son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 


Manasseh, had no sons, but only daugh. | 


ters. These are the names of his daughters: 


Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and — 


Tirzah. ‘They came near before Eleazar 
the priest, before Joshua the son of Nun, 
and before the rulers, saying, “The Lord 
commanded Moses to give us an inheri- 
tance among our brothers.” Therefore, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lord, 
he gave them an inheritance among their 
father’s brothers. “Ten shares fell to Ma- 
nasseh, besides the land of Gilead and 


| Bashan, which were on the other side of 


the Jordan, ®because the daughters of 
Manasseh received an inheritance among 
his sons; and the rest of Manasseh’s sons 
had the land of Gilead. 

7Now the territory of Manasseh was 
from Asher to Michmethath, which lies east 


tribe of the children of Ephraim according | of Shechem; and the border went along | 
to their families. 9The separate cities, for | south to the inhabitants of En Tappuanh. 


the children of Ephraim were among the 


8Manasseh had the land: of Tappuah, but 


inheritance of the children of Manasseh, | Tappuah on the border of Manasseh. be- 
all the cities with their villages. But | longed to the children. of Ephraim. “The 
Ephraim did not destroy the Canaanites | border descended to the Brook Kanah, 


who dwelt in Gezer, and the Canaanites 
dwell among Ephraim to this day, until 
Pharaoh the king of the Egyptians came 
and took it and burned it with fire. They 
massacred the Canaanites and the Per- 
izzites and those who dwelt in Gezer, and 


Pharaoh gave it to his daughter as a 


dowry.' 


l 


=~. West Manasseh 


There was also a lot for the tribe of 
/ Manasseh, for he was the firstborn 


of Joseph: namely for Machir the firstborn- 


of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because 
he was a man of war; therefore, he was 
given Gilead and Bashan. *There was also a 
lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh 
according to their families; for the children 
of Abiezer, the children of Helek, the chil- 
dren of Asriel, the children of Shechem, the 





16:10 The Lord commanded Israel through Moses to u 


children of Hepher, and the children of 


| 





southward to the brook. These cities of 
Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh. 


The border of Manasseh was on the north 


side of the brook; and it ended at the sea. 
1\0Southward it was Ephraim’s, northward it 
was Manasseh’s, and the sea was its bor 
der. Manasseh’s territory was adjoining 


Asher on the north and Issachar on the 


east. In Issachar and in Asher, Manasse 
had Beth Shean and its towns, Ibleam and 
its towns, the inhabitants of Dor and ts 
towns, the inhabitants of En Dor and is 
towns, the inhabitants of Taanach and its 
towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo an 

its towns—three hilly regions. !2Now the 
sons of Manasseh were not able to destroy 
these cities completely. So the Canaaniles 
came to dwell in that land. Thus when the 
sons of Israel grew strong, they subjecte 

the Canaanites, but did not utterly destroy 
them. 


tterly destroy all the inhabitants of the land and 


| ib raim di | i and 
y them no mercy (Dt 7:1, 2; Jos 9:24). But the tribe of Ephraim did not fully obey this comme si 
eshte the Be ae dwell among Ephraim to this day. Similarly, when we show mercy to some 0 


our sinful passions and allow them to operate 


Christ, as the Canaanites corrupted Ephraim, We are to show 


them “to death” (Col 3:5). 


within us, they eventually corrupt our obedience to i 


no mercy to these passions, but are to PY 


: 4 
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œ. Ephraim and West Manasseh Want 
More Land = 
Then the sons of Joseph spoke to 
Joshua, saying, “Why did you give us only 
one lot and one share to inherit? For I ama 
great many people, and God has blessed | 
me.”t ‘So Joshua answered them, “If you 
are a great people, then go up to the forest 
country and clear a place for yourself there 
in the land of the Perizzites and the giants, 
since the mountains of Ephraim are too 
confined for you.” '*But the children of | the land, saying, “Go, walk through the 
Joseph said, “The mountain country is not | land, survey it, and come back to me, that I 
enough for us; and all the Canaanites who | may cast lots for you here before the Lord 
dwell in the land of the valley have chariots | in Shiloh.” 9So the men went, passed 
of iron, both those of Beth Shean and its | through the land, and wrote the survey in a 
towns and of the Valley of Jezreel” Then | book in seven parts by cities; and they 
Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph—to | came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. 
Ephraim and Manasseh—saying, “You are | !°Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh 
a great people, and have great power. You | before the Lord, and there Joshua divided 
shall not have only one lot, !8but the moun- | the land to the children of Israel according 
tain country shall be yours. Although it is | to their divisions. | 
wooded, you shall cut it down, and its far- | — mhe Land of Beniamin a 
thest extent shall be yours; for you shall SLES wae — 
drive out the Canaanites, though they have | Now the lot of the tribe of the children 
iron chariots and are strong.” of Benjamin came up according to their 
) families, and the territory of their lot came 
a The Rest of the Land Divided = out between the children of Judah and the 
Now the whole congregation of the | children of Joseph. Their border on the 
] | children of Israel assembled to- | north’side began at the Jordan, and the bor- 
gether at Shiloh and set up the tabernacle | der went up to the side of Jericho on the 
of testimony there: and they subdued the | north, and went up through the mountains 
land t 2But there remained among the chil- | westward; it ended at the Desert of Beth 
dren of Israel seven tribes which had not | Aven. The border went over from there to- 
yet received their inheritance, *Then | ward Luz, to the side of Luz (which is 
Joshua said to the children of Israel, “How | Bethel), southward; and the border de- 
long will you neglect to go and possess the | scended to Ataroth Addar, near the hill that 
land which the Lord God of your fathers | lies on the south side of Lower Beth Horon, 
has given you? 4Pick out from among you | “Then the border extended around the 
three men for each tribe, and I will send | west side to the south, from the hill that lies 
them. They shall rise and go through the | before Beth Horon southward, and it ended 
land, survey it according to their inheri- | at Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), a 
tance, and come back to me. ®They shall | city of the children of Judah. This was the 
divide it into seven parts. Judah shall | west side. !°The south side began at the end 
remain in their territory on the south, and | of Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended 
the house of Joseph shall remain in their | on the west and went out to the spring of 
territory on the north, “You shall therefore | the waters of Jephtoah. l6Then the border 





survey the land in seven parts, and bring 
the survey here to me, that I may cast lots 
for you here before the Lord our God. /But 
the Levites have no part among you, for the 
priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance; 
and Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh have received their inheritance 
beyond the Jordan on the east, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave them.” 

8Then the men arose to go away, and 
Joshua charged those who went to survey 








17:14-18 Note how the tribe of Joseph refers to itself first in the plural (us) and then in the singular 

(I, me), Israel is one in belief, purpose, and worship, yet it is divided into twelve tribes, each of which 
receives its own inheritance. So the Church is one body, the body of Christ (Eph 1:22, 23); yet it is com- 
posed of a great many people of every nation, tongue, and tribe (Rev 5:9; 14:6). 2! 
18:1, 9,'10 Israel set up the tabernacle in Shiloh, where it remained for about four hundred years. 
Thus, Shiloh, located about twenty-five miles north of Jerusalem, was the capital of the nation during 
this time. The name Shiloh means “peace”; therefore, it was an appropriate place for the tabernacle, | 
both of which speak of Christ the Lord. Joshua gained wisdom from Him (before the Lord, v. 10) that he 
might: know how to divide the remaining land among seven tribes In a peaceable manner. We, too, ` 
need His peace to rule in our hearts so as to know how to live peaceably and wisely (Col 3:15). 
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came down to the end of the mountain that 
lies before the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, 
which is in the Valley of the Rephaim on the 
north, descended to the Valley of Hinnom, 
to the side of the Jebusite city on the south, 
and descended to En Rogel. “It went 
around from the north, went out to En 
Shemesh, and extended toward Geliloth, 
which is before the Ascent of Adummim, 
and descended to the stone of Bohan the 





son of Reuben. !8Then it passed along to- 
ward the north side of Arabah, and went | 


down to Arabah. !9The border passed along 
to the north side of Beth Hoglah; then the 
border ended at the north bay at the Salt 
Sea, at the south end of the Jordan. This 
was the southern boundary. 2°The Jordan 
was its border on the east side. This was the 
inheritance of the children of Benjamin, ac- 


cording to its boundaries all around, ac- | | 
| | and it ended in the Valley of Jiphthah El. 


cording to their families. 


21INow the cities of the tribe- of the. chil- | 


dren of Benjamin, according to their fami- 
lies, were Jericho, Beth Hogiah, Emek 
Keziz, 22Beth Arabah; Zemaraim, Bethel, 
23Avim, Parah, Ophrah, 2#4Chephar Haam- 
moni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with 
their villages; Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 
26Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah, “Rekem, Ir- 
peel, Taralah, 28Zelah, Eleph, Jebus (which 


is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath, four- 


teen cities with their villages. This was the 
inheritance of the children of Benjamin ac- 
cording to their families. 


= The Land of Simeon (with Judah) 7 
] The second lot came out for Simeon, 
3 for the tribe of the children of 
Simeon according to their families. Their 
inheritance was within the inheritance of 
the children of Judah. They had in their 
inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah, 
3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, *Eltolad, 


Bethul, Hormah, °Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, | 


Hazar Susah, ®*Beth Lebaoth, and Sharu- 
hen: thirteen cities and their villages; 7Ain, 
Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and 
their villages; ĉand all the villages around 
these cities as far as Baalath Beer, Ramah 
of the South. This was the inheritance of 
the tribe of the children of Simeon accord- 
ing to their families, "The inheritance of the 
children of Simeon was included in the 
share of the children of Judah, for the share 
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of the children of Judah was too much for 
them. Therefore the children of Simeon 
had their inheritance within the inheri. 
tance of that people.t 


. The Land of Zebulun =- 


l0The third lot came out for the children 
of Zebulun according to their families, and 


the border of their inheritance was as far as __ 


Sarid. '!'Their border went toward the west 


and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, and | 


extended along the brook east of Jokneam. 
2Then from Sarid it went eastward toward 
the sunrise along the border of Chisloth Ta- 
bor, and went out toward Daberath, by- 
passing Japhia. '2From there it passes 
along on the east of Gath Hepher, toward 
Eth Kazin, and extended to Rimmon, which 
borders on Neah. '4Then the border went 
around it on the north side of Hannathon, 


i5Included were Kattath, Nahallal, Shim- 
ron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities 
with their villages. “This was the inheri- 


to their families, these cities with their vil- 
lages. 


< The Land of Issachar = 


'7The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for 
the children of Issachar according to their 
families. '!8Their territory went to Jezreel, 
and included Chesulloth, Shunem, !9Haph- 


tance of the children of Zebulun according — 


- ——= e O 


raim, Shion, Anaharath, 2°Rabbith, Kishion, © 
Abez, ?!Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddab, — 


and Beth Pazzez. 22The border reached t0 
Tabor, Shahazimah, and Beth Shemesh; 
their border ended at the Jordan: sixteen 
cities with their villages. 2°This was the i 
heritance of the tribe of the children of Is 
sachar according to their families, the cities 
and their villages. 


œ. The Land of Asher -> 


The fifth lot came out for the tribe 0 
the children of Asher according to thel 


families, 2>Their territory included Helkath — 


Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26Alammelecl: 


Amad, and Mishal; it reached to Mouni 
Carmel westward, along the Brook Shiho! 
Libnath. 27It turned toward the sunrise t0 
Beth Dagon; and reached to Zebulun &" 
to the Valley of Jiphthah El, then northwé 
beyond Beth Emek and Neiel, bypass! 





19:9 Judah's share was too much for them; therefore, they shared their inheritance with the children of | 


Simeon. So we must learn to share our abundance with those who need it. Similarly, we should not - 


“forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Heb 13:16). 











Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater 
Sidon. 2°The border turned to Ramah and 
to the fortified city of Tyre; then to Hosah, 


and ended at the sea by the region of | 


Achzib. 2°Also Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob 
were included: twenty-two cities with their 


villages. 3!This was the inheritance of the | 


tribe of the children of Asher according to 
their families, the cities and their villages. 
=. The Land of Naphtali 7 


32The sixth lot came out to the children of 
Naphtali.. for the children of Naphtali ac- 


cording to their families. “Their border be- | 


gan at Heleph, enclosing the territory from 


the terebinth tree -in Zaananim, Adami | 


Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum; it 


ended at the Jordan. *4From Heleph the | 


border. extended westward to Aznotn Ta- 
bor, and went out from there toward 
Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the south 
side and Asher on the west side, and ended 
at Judah by the Jordan toward the sunrise. 
35The fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Ham- 
math, Rakkath, Chinnereth, **Adamah, 
Ramah, Hazor, *7Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 
38Jron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and 
Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities. with their 
villages. 39This was the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Naphtali according 


to their families, the cities and their vil- 


lages. 
æ The Land of Dan 7 
4The seventh lot came out for the tribe 


of the children of Dan according to their | 


families. 4!The territory of their inheritance 
was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, *2Shaalab- 
bin, Aijalon, Jethlah, Elon, Timnah, 
Ekron, “Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, *°Je- 
hud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, ‘Me 


Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region near | | | 
| Kedesh in Galilee in the mountains of 


Joppa. 47The border of the children of Dan 
went beyond these, because the children of 
Dan went up to fight against Leshem and 
took it; and they struck it with the edge of 
the sword, took possession of it, and dwelt 
in it, They called Leshem Dan, after the 
name of Dan their father, **This was the in- 
heritance of the tribe of the children of Dan 


20:1-6 Cities of refuge were established to protect slayers who killed someone involuntarily (v. 3). They 


eee fet 
Cabul on the left, including Ebron, Rehob, | 
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according to their families, the cities and 
their villages. 49But the sons of Dan did not 


press the Amorites who afflicted them in 
the mountain; and the Amorites did not 


permit them to descend into the valley, but 
forcibly took from them the border of their 
possession. 


~ The Land of Joshua = 
50Now the sons of Judah marched and 


| fought Lachish and laid hold of it. They 


struck it with the edge of the sword, set- 
tled in it; and called it Lasendak. °'Now 
the Amorites continued to dwell in Elom 
and in Salamin; but the hand of Ephraim 
prevailed against them, and they paid 
tribute to them. 52So they proceeded to 
take possession of the land according to 
their borders, and the children of Israel 
gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of 
Nun among them, according to the ordi- 
nance of God. They gave him the city he 
asked for, Timnath Serah, in the moun- 
tains of Ephraim. So he built the city and 
dwelt in it. 54These were the inheritances 
which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son 
of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the 
tribes of the children of Israel divided as 
an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the 
Lord, at the door of the tabernacle of tes- 
timony. So they made an end of dividing 
the country. 


«=. Cities of Refuge => 
9) Then the Lord spoke to Joshua, 
saying,t 2“Say to the sons of Israel, 
‘Appoint the cities of refuge of which I 
spoke to you through Moses, 4a place of 


| refuge for a slayer who kills a soul invol- 


untarily. The cities will be a refuge for you, 
and the slayer shall not die by the avenger 
of blood until he stands before the congre- 
gation for judgment. ” *So he appointed 


Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains of 
Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is 
Hebron) in the mountains of Judah. °On 
the other side of the Jordan he appointed 
Bezer in the desert on the plain from the 
tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead 
from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan 





Were protected from the avenger of blood until a judgment could be rendered in each case. This system 
of protection demonstrated the love and forbearance of God (Rom 2:4), who does not punish before 
judgment is rendered as to innocence or guilt. Thus, He provided a place of refuge. God also set forth 
Christ as a city of refuge where one is protected until he is proven Innocent or guilty at the Day of 
Judgment, when He “will render to each one according to his deeds” (Rom 2:6). 
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the cities appointed for the children of 
Israel and for the resident alien living 
among them, that whoever killed a soul 
involuntarily should take refuge there, and 
not die by the hand of the avenger of blood 
until he stood before the congregation for 


judgment. 
) Now the heads of the fathers of the 
sons of Levi came to Eleazar the 
priest, to Joshua the son of Nun,-and ‘to 
the chiefs of the tribes of the fathers from 
the tribes of Israel, 2and spoke to them in 
Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, “The 
Lord commanded through the hand of 
Moses that we be given cities.to dwell in, 
with the common-lands fer our cattle,” So 
the children of Israel gave‘the Levites a 
portion of their inheritance at the -com- 
mand of the Lord, cities and their common- 
lands, 4Now the lot came out for the family 
of the Kohathites, and from the tribe of | 


= Cities of the Levites =- 


from the tribe of Manassehi STH Hes were 








bforn with its common- ‘ana (a city of 


land, Juttah with its common-land, and 
Beth Shemesh with its common-lang: 


ES 


Judah, the tribe of Simeon, and the tribe of | 


Benjamin, there were thirteen cities given | 
by lot to the sons of Aaron, who were 
priests among the Levites. For the remain- 


ing sons of Kohath, ten cities were chosen | cities: 


by lot from the tribe of Ephraim, the tribe 
of Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 
6For the sons of Gershon, there were thir- 
teen cities by lot from the tribe of Issachar, 
the tribe of Asher, the tribe of Naphtali, and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. ‘For 
the sons of Merari according to their fami- 
lies, there were twelve cities by lot from the 
tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the 
tribe of Zebulun. 

8S0 the children of Israel gave the 
Levites cities and their common-lands by 
lot, as the Lord commanded Moses. *From 


the tribe of the sons of Judah, and the 


tribe of the sons of Simeon, and the tribe 
of the sons of Benjamin, they gave the 
cities, designated by name, lto the sons 
of Aaron from the family of Kohath, who 
were of the sons of Levi, because the lot 
was theirs. '!'They gave them Kirjath 
Arba, the capital of the sons of Anak 
(which is Hebron), in the mountains of Ju- 
dah, with the common-land surrounding 
it. 2But the fields of the city and its vil- 
lages Joshua gave to the sons of Caleb, 
the son of Jephunneh, as their possession. 


13Thus to the sons of Aaron they gave He- 















refuge for the slayer), Libna with jf, 
common-land, 'Jattir with its common-land, | 
Eshtemoa with its common-land, 15Holon 
with its common-land, Debir with jt 
common-land, '6Ain with its common. | 


nine cities from those two tribes; "and 
from the tribe of Benjamin: Gibeon with 
its common-land, Geba with its common- 
land, !8Anathoth with its common-land, 
and Almon with its common-land: four 
cities. All the cities of the sons of Aaron, 
the priests, were thirteen cities with their 
common-lands. 

20Now the families of the sons of Kohath, 
the Levites, the rest of the sons of Kohath, 
had cities of their lot from the tribe of 
Ephraim. 2!For they gave them Shechem 
with its common-land in the mountains of 
Ephraim (a city of refuge for the slayer), 
Gezer with its common-land, 24Kibzaim | 
with its common-land, and Beth Horon 
with its common-land: four cities; and 
| from the tribe of Dan: Eltekeh with its 
common-land; Gibbethon with its common- 
land, 24Aijalon with its common-land, and 
Gath Rimmon with its common-land: four 
25and from the half-tribe of Ma 
nasseh, Tanach with its common-land and 
Jebatha with its common-land: two cities. 


= OO EOE 7 
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-26All ten cities with their common-lands 


were for the rest of the families of the sons 
of Kohath. . 
27To the sons of Gershon, to the Levites. 


from the half-tribe of Manasseh, they 


gave Golan in Bashan with its common 

land (a city of refuge for the slayer), an 

Be Eshterah with its common-land: tw® 
cities; 28and from the tribe of Issachal 
Kishion with its common-land, Daberat 

with its common-land, Jarmuth with it 
common-land, and En Gannim with it 
common-land: four cities; and from the 

tribe of Asher, Mishal with its commo 

land, Abdon with its common-lan 
31Helkath with its common-land, and © 
hob with its common-land: four citie 
and from the tribe of Naphtali, Kede’ 
in Galilee with its common-land (a city h 
refuge for the slayer), Hammoth Dor Wy 
its common-land, and Kartan with 1° 
common-land; three cities, All the cll 
of the Gershonites according to their fan el 
ilies were thirteen cities with be 

common-lands. | 
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rest of the Levites, from the tribe of Zebu- 
lun. Jokneam with its common-land, Kar- 
tah with its common-land, *Dimnah with 
its common-land, and Nahalal with its 
common-land: four cities; and from the 
tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the desert of 
Misor with its common-land (a city of refuge 
for the slayer), Jahaz with its common- 


land, ?7Kedemoth with its common-land, | 


and Mephaath with its common-land: four 
cities; and from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth 
in Gilead with its common-land (a city of 
refuge for the slayer), Mahanaim with its 
common-land, **Heshbon with its common- 
land, and Jazer with its common-land: four 
cities in all. #9So all the cities for the sons of 


Merari according to their families, the rest | 
of the tribe of Levi, were by their lot twelve | 


cities. 
æ Israel Takes the Land 7- 
41A\l the cities of the Levites within the 


lands. *#Every one of these cities had its 
common-land surrounding it; thus were 
all these cities. Sọ Joshua finished divid- 
ing the land according to their borders, 


44and the children of Israel gave a portion | 


to Joshua according to’ the Lord’s com- 
mand. They gave him the city he re- 
quested, which was Timnath Serah in the 
mountain of Ephraim, #°and Joshua built 
the city and dwelt in it. #°Then Joshua 


took the stone knives with which he cir- | 


cumcised the sons of Israel who were 
born on the way in the desert, and he put 
them in Timnath Serah.t 47So the Lord 
gave Israel all the land He had sworn to 


give to their fathers; and they took pos- 
session of it and dwelt in it. The Lord 
Zave them rest all around, as He had 
sworn to their fathers, and no one rose up 
against them from all their enemies. The 
Lord delivered all their enemies into their 
hands, Not a word failed of any good 
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3To the family of the sons of Merari, the- 
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thing the Lord had spoken to the children 
of Israel. All came to pass. 





= Joshua Sends the Eastern Tribes 


Home 7: 
o) Then Joshua called together the 
children of Reuben, the children of 
Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,' and 


said to them, “You heard everything the 


servant of the Lord Moses commanded 
you, and have obeyed my voice in every- 
thing I commanded you. *You have not left 


your brethren these many days, for until 


this day you have kept the commandment 
of the Lord your God. 4Now then, the Lord 
our God gave our brethren rest, as he said 
to them; now therefore, return and depart 
to- your homes and to the land of your 
inheritance, which Moses gave you beyond 
the Jordan. But be very careful to do the 
commandments and the law which Moses 


| the servant of the Lord commanded you to 
_ do, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all 
possession of the sons: of Israel were | 
forty-eight cities with their common- | 


His. ways, to keep: His commandments, to 
adhere to Him,.and to serve Him with all 
your mind and with all your soul.” So 
Joshua blessed them and sent them forth; 
and.they went to their homes. 7Now to the 
half-tribe of Manasseh Moses gave a pos- 
session in Bashan, and to the other half, 
Joshua gave a possession among his 
brethren on the other side of the Jordan 
toward the sea. Indeed, when Joshua sent 
them forth to their homes, he blessed them, 
8and they departed with much wealth to 
their homes, and with a great quantity of 
cattle, silver, gold, and iron, and with a 
great quantity of clothing; and they divided 
the spoils of the enemy with their brethren. 

9So the children of Reuben, the children 
of Gad, and the half-tribe of the children of 
Manasseh went forth from the children of 
Israel at Shiloh in the land of Canaan to go 
to the land of Gilead, to the land of their 
possession, which they obtained through 
the ordinance of the Lord by the hand of 
Moses. 





21:46 Joshua put the stone knives (with which he had circumcised the sons of Israel born during the 
days of Israel's wanderings in the desert) in the town he built, Timnath Serah. The name of this town 
means “image of the sun.” Christ is the Sun of Righteousness, and we are to be “conformed to [His] 

image” (Rom 8:29; 2Co 3:18). The stone knives speak of holy baptism, by which “the sins of the flesh” 


are cut away (Col 2:11, 12). 


22:1-9 The two-and-a-half tribes who go back to dwell on the east side of the Jordan are like the apos- 
tles, who will spread out to other lands after Pentecost and bring the gospel to the nations. Be very 
careful to do the commandments (v. 5) is a timeless admonition to all believers everywhere. 
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= An Altar at the Jordan sr- 


‘“Then they came to Gilgal at the Jordan, 
which is in the land of Canaan, and the 
children of Gad, the children of Reuben, 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an al- 
tar there by the Jordan, an altar great to 
see.t Now the children of Israel heard 
them saying, “Behold, the children of Gad, 
the children of Reuben, and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh have built an altar at the bor- 
ders of the land of Canaan, at Gilead by the 
Jordan, on the opposite side of the children 


of Israel.” So all the children of Israel 


gathered together at Shiloh to go up to war 
against them. yh} 
‘Then the children of Israel sent Phine- 
has the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron 
the high priest, to the children of Reuben. 


the children of Gad, and the half-tribe of 


















he was only one man, and he alone dieg in 
his sin.’ ” 

41Then the children of Reuben, the Chil. | 
dren of Gad, and the half-tribe of Mg. | 
nasseh answered and spoke to the Captains | 
of the thousands of Israel, saying, 22“ God, 


even God is the Lord, and God, even God 


the Lord Himself knows, and Israel him. 
self shall know, that if we transgressed 
against the Lord in rebellion, may He not | 


deliver us in this. If we have built our- 
selves an altar so as to depart from the 
Lord our God, and to offer upon it a sacri- 
fice of whole burnt offerings, or a sacrifice 
of peace offering, then the Lord will re- 
quire it. *4But we have done this thing asa 
matter of reverence, saying, ‘Lest here- 
after your children may say to our chil- 
dren, “What have you to do with the Lord 


Manasseh in the land of Gilead, “and ten | Gd of Israel? The Lord made the Jordan 


rulers with him, one ruler each from the | & border between us and you, and there is 


paternal house of all the tribes of Israel: 
and they were the rulers of the paternal 
houses, the heads of a thousand, of Israel. 
They came to the children of Gad, the 
children of Reuben, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh in the land of Gilead and spoke 
to them, saying, '**Thus says the whole 
congregation of the Lord, ‘What trespass 
have you committed against the God of Is- 
rael, turning away this day from the Lord, 
building an altar for yourselves, and be- 
coming rebels against the Lord? "Is 
Peor’s sin too little for you? For we have 
not been cleansed from it to this day, and 
there was a plague in the congregation of 
the Lord. !*Will you turn away from the 
Lord today? If you rebel against the Lord 
today, tomorrow there shall be wrath 
upon all Israel. '%Now if the land of your 
possession is too small for you, cross over 


to the land of. the Lord’s possession, | 


where the tabernacle of the Lord dwells, 
and take possession among us; but do not 
become rebels against God, and do not 
rebel against the Lord by building your- 
selves an altar besides the altar of the 
Lord our God. “°Behold, did not Achan the 
son of Zerah commit a trespass in regard 
to the accursed thing, and bring wrath 
upon all the congregation of Israel? But 


22:10-29 The misunderstanding between the tribes is n 
Christians over the keeping of Jewish law and the cony 


Gal 2:12). 





| shouid not worship the Lord’ 26So we told 


| ations after us, that we do service to the 
Lord before Him with our burnt offerings 


^no portion of the Lord for you.” Thus your 
sons shall- alienate our sons, so they 


nem to build this altar, not for burnt offer- 
ings or sacrifices, 27but as a witness be- 
tween us and you, and between our gener- 


à — 
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and sacrifices, and with our peace offer- 
ings; so your children shall not say to owr 
children hereafter, ‘There is no portion of 
the Lord for you.’ 28Therefore we said, ‘If 
ever it shall come to pass that they should 
speak to us and to our generations here 
after, they shall say, “Come and see the | 
likeness of the Lord’s altar which our fa- 
thers made, not for the sake of burnt offer- 
ings or for sacrifices, but as a witness be | 
tween us and you, and between oul 
children.” 29May we not therefore tur | 
away from the Lord in these days and rè | 
volt from the Lord, to build ourselves 4 
altar for burnt offerings, for peace offer 
ings, and for the sacrifice of peace, D% 
sides the altar of the Lord, which is befor 
His tabernacle,’ ” i 
Now when Phinehas the priest and ” 
the rulers of the congregation of Isr@® 
who were with him heard the words sp% 
ken by the children of Reuben, the ch! 
dren of Gad, and the half-tribe of M? 


— 


ot unlike the trouble that will arise between 
ersion of Gentile believers (see Acts 11:2; 15:1 








nasseh, it pleased them.t 3!Then Phinehas 
the priest said to the children of Reuben, 
the children of Gad, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord 
is with us, because you have not trans- 
gressed grievously against the Lord, and 
because you have delivered the children of 
Israel out of the Lord’s hand.” 22After this, 
Phinehas the priest and the rulers returned 


from the children of Reuben, the children 


of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh: 
from the land of Gilead to the land of 
Canaan, to the children of Israel, and re- 
ported to them these words: 33and it 
pleased the children of Israel. They spoke 
to the children of Israel and blessed the 
God of the children of Israel. So they spoke 
no more about going up against them in 
battle in order to utterly destroy the land 
where the children of Reuben, the children 
of Gad, and the half-tribe of Mandasseh 
dwelt. 3*Then Joshua named the altar of 
the children of Reuben, of Gad, and of the 


half-tribe of Manasseh, and said that it is a | 
witness in their midst, that the Lord is their | 


œ Joshua’s Final Address «= 


God. 

? Now it came to pass that after many 
¢ days, the Lord gave rest to Israel 
from all their enemies round about, and 
Joshua was old and advanced in years.t 2So 
Joshua summoned all the children of Israel 
and their elders and leaders and their 
scribes and judges, and said to them, “I am 
old and advanced in years, “and you have 
seen everything the Lord your God did to 
all these nations before you, that the Lord 
your God is He who fought for you. +See, I 
have added to you these nations that are 
left to you by lots to your tribes, beginning 
at the Jordan and bordered by the Great 
Sea westward, all the nations I utterly 
destroyed before you. "For the Lord your 
God, He will utterly destroy them before 


you until they perish, and He will send wild | 


animals against them until He utterly 
destroys them and their kings from before 


you; andy you shall inherit their land as the 
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Lord your God said to you. ®Therefore 
strive diligently to keep and to do every- 
thing written in the Book of the Law of 
Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the 
right or to the left, 7and lest you go among 
these nations, those that remain among 


| you. The names of their gods shall not be 


mentioned among you, and neither shall 
you worship them, nor serve them; ®but you 


| Shall cleave to the Lord your God, as you 


have done to this day. For the Lord has 


| utterly destroyed them before you, great 
| and mighty nations, and no one has stood 


against you to this day. !°One of you has 
chased a thousand, for the Lord your God 
fought. for you, as He said to you. 
Therefore. take great heed to love the 
Lord your God. For if you turn away and 
attach yourselves to the remnant of these 
nations among you, and intermarry and 
become mingled with them and they with 
you, know for certain that the Lord will 
no longer utterly destroy these nations 
before you; but they shall be snares and 
traps for you, and nails in your heels and 
darts in your eyes, until you perish from 
this good land which the Lord your God 
has given you. 

t4“ But I am going the way of all those on 
earth, and you shall know in your heart 
and soul that not one word has failed of all 
the words the Lord our God spoke concern- 
ing everything that pertains to you. Not one 
word of them has failed. Therefore it shall 
come to pass that as all the good things 
came upon you which the Lord promised 
you, so the Lord God will bring upon you 
all the evil things, until He utterly destroys 
you from this good land which the Lord has 
given you, ‘when you transgress the 


| covenant of the Lord your God which He 


commanded you, and go and serve other 
gods, and worship them.” 


2 


Summoned 


«n Covenant at Shiloh .=> 
Then Joshua gathered together all 
the tribes of Israel to Shiloh, and 
their. elders, scribes, and 





22:30-34 Because the leaders and the people listened and acted wisely, the altar by the Jordan, which 
had threatened to divide Israel, will now be a witness (v. 34) to their unity before all. 

23:1-16 Consider the ways in which Joshua's address is fulfilled in Christ's high priestly prayer in Jn 17. 
For example: Joshua says, “I am old” (v. 2); Christ prays, “the hour has come" (Jn 17:1), Joshua says, “you 


Shall inherit their land... therefore... 


love the Lord” (vv. 5, 11); Christ prays, “this is eternal life, that 


they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (Jn 17: ie Joshua says, “I 


am going . 
is lost” (Jn 17:4, 12). 





. not one word has failed” (v. 14); Christ prays, “| have finished the work . 


„none of them 
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judges; and he set them before God.t 2Then 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says 
the Lord God of Israel, ‘From the beginning 
your fathers dwelt on the other side of the 
river, including Terah the father of 
Abraham and the father of Nahor; and they 


served other gods. But I took your father | 


Abraham from the other side of the river, 
led him into all the land, multiplied his 
seed, and gave him Isaac, tand to Isaac, 
Jacob and Esau. I gave Mount Seir to Esau 
as an inheritance, but Jacob and his sons 


went down to Egypt: There they became a | 


great nation, both large and mighty.’ ®But 
the Egyptians maltreated them, so the’ Lord 


that, you came out of Egvpt to the Red Sea, 
and the Egyptians pursued your fathers 
with chariots and horses to the Red Sea! 
‘So we cried out to the Lord, and He placed 
a cloud and darkness between us and the 
Egyptians. Then He brought the sea upon 
them, and it covered them. Thus your eyes 
saw what the Lord did in the land of Egypt: 


“You were in the desert for many days. | 


’Then He brought you into the land of the 


the Jordan, and they fought’ with you; but 


the Lord gave them over into your hands | 
that you might take possession of their | 


land, and He utterly destroyed them from 
before you. Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
the king of Moab, arose to make war 
against Israel, and he sent and called Ba- 
laam to lay a curse on you. But the Lord 


your God would not destroy you, and | 
and He being jealous will not forgive your 
sins and your lawless deeds. 2?Whenevel 
you forsake the Lord and serve other gods: 
then He shall come and deal harshly with 


greatly blessed you. He delivered you from 
their hands and gave them over to you. 
Then you crossed the Jordan and came to 
Jericho. The inhabitants of Jericho fought 
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against you—also the Amorites, the 


Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, the | 


Jebusites, the Hittites, and the Girgashites 
but the Lord gave them into your hands 
He sent hornets before you and drove 
them out from before you, the twelve kings 
of the Amorites, but not with your sword or 


| with your bow. He gave you a land for 


which you did not labor, and cities you did 
not build; and you dwelt in them. You ate 
from vineyards and olive groves which you 
did not plant. hry 
l4“Now therefore, fear the Lord, and 


serve Him in justice and righteousness. Re- 
move the foreign gods your fathers served 
smote Egypt for what it did to them. ®After | 


on the other side of the river and in Egypt, 
and serve the Lord.t !5But. if it does not 
please you to serve the Lord, choose gods 
for yourselves today whom you will serve, 
whether the gods of your fathers that were 
on the other side of the river, or the gods of 
the Amorites, among whom you dwell in 
their land. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord, because He is holy.” ~ 

‘6Then the people answered and said, 


“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord, so as 
Amorites, who dwelt on the other side of | 


to serve other gods.t "The Lord our God, 
He is God. He brought us and our fathers 
from Egypt and preserved us on the whole 
journey where we went, and among all the 
nations through whom we passed. The 
Lord cast out before us the Amorite and all 
the nations that inhabited the land. But as 
for us, we will serve the Lord, for He is our 


cannot serve the Lord, for He is.a holy God, 


24:1-15 Note the emphasis the Lord, through Joshua, is placing on being led out (v. 3) from among the 
idolatry and oppression on the other side of the river (v. 2), and on crossing over the Jordan (v. 11) to 
salvation. In other words, God is saying, “I have delivered you (v. 10) and given you a great inheritance 
so that you might worship Me in righteousness (v. 14), Your part has been, and is now, to follow Me. 
you don’t, you will destroy yourselves.” The Incarnate Christ will preach this same message, only He WI 


tell the whole world. 


24:1-27 Joshua reminds the people of the Lord's faithfulness to Israel since Abraham (v. 3) and chal- 
lenges their faith, Just as Israel's entire history to this point has led up to the covenant about to be es- 
tablished by Joshua (vv, 25-27), so Israel's history from that point forward will lead up to the new 


covenant that Christ will establish with His Church, 


24:14, 15 God always intended for man to serve Him and to love Him freely; for accepting the salva- 


tion that is freely offered is the most natural thing for human beings, 


having long ago chosen holiness, now declares the same for his hanat ; ret tuiceol amey 
.146-22 The people, immature and prone to idolatry, must continually be reminded to choose — 

tien sang the Lord or other gods. Here they declare they have chosen God; but they will ira 

turn away (v: 36). Joshua warns them that their hypocrisy. is worse than not worshiping Him at all, 1 


all blessings come from God, and refusing 


to accept them will be the very cause of their suffering. — 


God.” But Joshua said to the people, “You — 


made in His image, to do. Joshua | 





aa es) AS 











you and will consume you, after He has | the Lord, died at the age of one hundred 
done you good.” 2!Then the people said to | and ten years. 31They buried him within 
Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” | the boundary lines of his inheritance at 
2289 Joshua said to the people, “You are | Timnath Serah, on Mount Ephraim on the 
witnesses against yourselves that you have | north side of Mount Gaash. 32In his grave 
chosen to serve the Lord. 23Now therefore, | they placed with him the stone Knives 
remove the foreign gods from among you | with which he circumcised the sons of Is- 
and make your heart straight toward the | rael at Gilgal, when he brought them out 
Lord God of Israel.’t 24Again the people | of Egypt, as the Lord ordered them. They 
said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord, and | remain there to this very day. 33The chil- 
obey His voice.” ‘dren of Israel also brought up the bones 

25S0 Joshua established a covenant with | of Joseph from Egypt and buried them at 
the people on that day, and gave them’a law Shechem, in the plot of land which Jacob 
and judgment in Shiloh before the taberna- | purchased from the Amorites who 


cle of the God of Israel.t 2°Then he wrote | dwelled in Shechem for one hundred 


these words in the Book of the Law of God; | lambs, and which was given to Joseph as 


and he took a large stone and set it up un- | his portion.? 

der the terebinth tree before the Lord.27Af-| After this, Eleazar the son of Aaron 
ter this. Joshua said to the people, “Behold, | the high priest died and was buried in 
this stone shall be a witness among you, | Gabaath, which belonged to Phinehas his 
because it has heard everything said to it | son, and which he had given him on 
by the Lord, whatever He spoke to us today, |. Mount Ephraim. #°On that day the chil- 
This stone shall be among vou as a witness | dren of Israel took the ark of God and car- 
in the last days. whenever you lie to the | tied it about among themselves, and 
Lord my God.” 28So Joshua sent the people Phinehas held the office of priest in place 
away, and they went forth, each one to his | of Eleazar his father, until he died and 
place. 29Then Israel served the Lord all the was buried in his own place at Gabaath. 
days of Joshua and all the days of the el- 36But each of the children of Israel de- 


ders, as many as were with Joshua and saw | Parted to his own place and to his own 
city. Then the children of Israel wor- 


all the works of the Lord which he did for y 
Israelt shipped- Astarte and Astaroth and the 
Pak gods of the nations round about them. So 
~. The Death of Joshua and Eleazar = | the Lord gave them over into the hands of 
30Now it came to pass after these things | Eglon the king of Moab, and he ruled over 
that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of | them for eighteen years. | 


-æ 


24:23 To make your heart straight toward the Lord God of Israel means to return the soul to its natural 
state, as it was when the Lord made it. John the Baptist meant the same thing when he said, “Make His 
paths straight” (Mt 3:3). For if we abide as we have been made, we are in a state of virtue. When God 
made our soul, it was beautiful and exceedingly honest, but if we turn aside from our natural state to 
morally depraved thoughts, we shall be living in vice. Therefore, let us willingly return to the virtue en- 
dowed by God within our nature, for we have no need to leave our homes or cross the sea for the sake 
of God’s kingdom, to find virtue outside ourselves. All we need is a willing heart, for the moral integrity 
of the soul consists in its spiritual part being in its natural state as it was created. If this is the case, the 
Lord will recognize His, work as being the same as when He made it (AntEg). 

24:25-27 The large stone is a type of Christ, who will be an everlasting witness of the covenant made 
between God and man under the tree, that is, the cross, 

24:29 The Book of Joshua looks ahead to Christ's victory over His enemies and the salvation of the 
world. 

24:33 The bones of Joseph (Gn 50:24, 25; Ex 13:19) are buried . . . at Shechem. Thus, God's covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Joseph comes full circle and begins anew with the covenant established by 
Joshua (v. 25), All the Old Testament covenants, of course, will be completely fulfilled in Christ and His 


Church, 
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yn E — Judges (meaning © ‘rulers? ys was written three centuries after the entry of 
the tribes of Israel into > Canaan under Joshua and c covers the events of those 
centuries. aen A o S 


Major Theme- Goa contin deliverance of a people that had 1 oone at 





record of Teele forsaking God J and of His forsaking I [stael because of er x 
disobedience. = l 


(ar kero und- ‘The 1iietiies wa Neen: settled for Ka three hundred years 

CEA | 

| in Canaan. This time coincides with the beginning of the Iron Age i in the — 
Middle East. The Israelites: began their apostasy after the death of Joshua. 
They did not drive out the Canaanites as God had commanded them to do- be 
through Moses. Instead, they intermarried 1 with their pagan peehhow and 
began worshipping Baal. 9) « | | 


The’ book is named for the thitteen judges of Israel: cee raised up nibyae | 
God, one a usurper. The judges were to bring deliverance, protection, and 
military leadership; to. settle differences, judge lawsuits, and administer justice. 
Israel was a theocracy; the judges Were not kings, but deputies of God sent to | 
save the people from seven different apostasies. The office was not continual, | 
rather, judges were raised up as oppressive circumstances required. 


Outline amo vi 








I. Prologue: Failure to Complete the 
Canaanite Conquest (1:1—3:6) | 
A. Israel's failure to purge the land (1: 1-36) 
B. God's dealings with SD rebellion 
1 (2:1—3 16) | iy 
I], Oppression and Dalene Judges VS, the We 


H- Jephthah defeats Ammon (10:6—12:7) | 
L.Tbzan, Elon, Abdon: minor judges | 
(12:8-15) | bs 
J. Exploits of saiok (13: 116: 25) +a 
TIT, Religious and Moral Disorder ign lar à 
18:31) - | b 
A. Micah’ corruption (17: 1-13) an 

B, The Danites’ departure from their tribal 
territory (18:1-31) N 
IV. The War Against Benjamin (19: ey 25) | 
A, Gibeah’s corruption of morals (19: re 
B, The Benjamites’ removal from their tribal 

territory (20:1—21:25) 





Nations (3:7—16:31) 

A, Othniel defeats Syria (3:7-11) 

B. Ehud defeats Moab (3:12-30) | 
Ten Exploits of Shämgar (3:31) a 
D, Deborah defeats Canaan (4:1—5:31) 

E. Gideon defeats Midian (6:1—8;35) 

F Abimelech, the anti-judge (9:1-57) 

G, Tola and Jair: minor wes ae bee) 
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| jath Sepher, the City of Letters.t '!2Then 





=. Ongoing Battles in Canaan => 
After Joshua died, the descendants of 
Israel asked of the Lord, saying, “Who 
shall be first to go up for us to’ fight against 
the Canaanites?”t 2And the Lord said, 
“Judah shall go up. Indeed, I have delivered 
the land into his hand.” 
3So Judah said to Simeon his brother, 
“Come up with me to my allotted territory, 
so that we can stand in battle formation 
against the Canaanites; and I will go with 
you to your allotted territory.” And Simeon 
went with him. *Then Judah went up, and 
the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites into their hand; and they killed 
ten thousand men at Bezek. °And they over- 
took Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and stood in 








JUDGES 1:21 


Caleb said, “Whoever attacks the City of 
Letters and takes it, to him I will give my 
daughter Achsah as wife.” And Othniel 
the younger son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother, took it; so Caleb gave him his 


daughter Achsah as wife. !4And it came to 


be at the reception, Othniel urged her to 
ask her father for a field; and she com- 
plained and cried out from her donkey, 
“You have delivered me into a southern 
land.” And Caleb responded to her, “What 
is your request?” So Achsah said to him, 
“Give me a blessing; since you have deliv- 
ered me into a southern land, give me the 
water as well.” And Caleb gave her the up- 


- per springs and the lower springs, as was 
formation against him; and they slaugh- | the desire of her heart. 
tered the Canaanites and the Perizzites. | 


‘Then Adoni-Bezek fled, and they pursued | 


-= The Efforts of Judah and Benjamin >- 


him and caught him and cut off his thumbs | 16Now the sons of the Kenite. Moses’ 
and big toes. "And Adoni-Bezek said. “Sev- | father-in-law, went up from the City of 
enty kings with their thumbs and big toes | Palms with the sons of Judah into the 
cut off used to gather the things under my | desert of Judah, in the south of Judah, at 


table; God has repaid me for what I have 


where he died.t 


æ Judah Defeats Jerusalem 
and Hebron 7> 

Now the sons of Judah fought against 
Jerusalem, and captured it by striking it 
with the edge of the sword and setting the 
city on fire. Afterward the sons of Judah 
went down to fight against the Canaanites 
who dwelt in the mountains, in the plains of 
the South. !°Then Judah went against the 
Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron, and He- 
bron—previously called Kirjath Arba—went 
Out against them. And they struck Sheshai, 
Ahiman, and Talmai, descendants of Enak. 


æ. Othniel Captures Debir > 
_ From there they went up against the in- 
habitants of Debir—previously called Kir- 


. | the descent of Arad; and they went and 
done.” They then brought him to Jerusalem, | 


dwelt with the people. And Judah went 
with his brother Simeon, and they attacked 
the Canaanites who inhabited Zephath and 
utterly destroyed them. So the city was 
called Accursed. '8And Judah did not in- 
herit Gaza nor her coasts, nor Ashkelon 
with its territory, nor Accaron nor her 
coasts, nor Ekron with its territory. The 
Lord was with Judah, and he inherited the 
mountain; for they could not completely 
destroy the inhabitants of the lowland, be- 
cause Rechab prevented it. 2°And they gave 
Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said,.and 
after this he inherited the three cities of the 
sons of Anak. 2!But the sons of Benjamin 
did not secure the Jebusites who dwelt in 
Jerusalem; so the Jebusites dwell with the 


sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem until this 


day.t 





1:1, 2 Once Joshua died (recorded both in Jos 24:30-32 and Jdg 2:7-9), the question became, “Who will 
lead Israel in the fight against the Canaanites?” This represents the transition from the people under 
Joshua penera ty obeying God and experiencing victory to their lapsing into idolatry and disobedience 


under the judges, Judah is a reference to the tribe. 


1:7 What | have done gives pause to remind us of the Last Judgment. Those who abuse others bring 


judgment on themselves. 


1:11-15 As Othniel conquered the City of Letters (or Books) to win Achsah as his wife, so Christ the 
Incarnate Word will come to conquer the mind and heart of mankind with His Gospel to win His Bride, 


the Church. 


1:21 Note the disobedience of Benjamin in contrast with the obedience of Judah and Simeon. If we do 
Not secure victory over the enemies of sin and darkness in our lives, like the Jebusites they will remain 


to trouble us. 





JUDGES 1:22 


~ The Conquest of Bethel e> 

“And the sons of Joseph also went up to 
Bethel, and the Lord was with them.t 
*3Then they set up camp and spied on 
Bethel—previously. named Luz. And 
when the spies looked, they noticed'a man 








leaving the city and they seized him and 


Said to him, “Show us the entrance to the 
city and we will be’ merciful to you.” 25And 
he showed them the entrance to the city, 
and they struck the city with the edge of 
the sword, but they let the man and his 
family leave. 24And the man escaped to the 
land of the Hittites, where he buiit a city he 
called Luz. This is its name to this day. 


~. Campaigns Left Undone -= 


27However, Manasseh. did not drive. out | 


the inhabitants of Beth Shean, a city of 


Scythians, nor her towns and suburbs, nor | 
Taanach and her suburbs, nor the inhabi- | 


tants of Dor and its suburbs, nor the inhab- 
itants of Balak and its daughters, nor the 
inhabitants of Megiddo and its suburbs and 
its daughters, nor the inhabitants of Jebla- 
ham and its suburbs and its daughters; in- 
deed, the Canaanites began to dwell in this 
land. And when Israel became strong, 
they put the Canaanites under forced labor, 
but they did not drive them out completely. 
29Ephraim did not drive out the Canaan- 
ites who dwelt in Gezer; so the Canaanites 
dwelt in the midst of them in Gezer and 
paid taxes. *°Nor did Zebulun drive out the 
inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants 
of Domana; so the Canaanites dwelt in the 
midst of them and paid taxes. ioe 
31Nor did Asher drive out the inhabitants 
of Acco, though they did pay taxes to them, 
nor the inhabitants of Dor, nor the inhabi- 


tants of Sidon, nor the inhabitants of. 


Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Nai, or Ereo,' 32So 
Asher dwelt in the midst of the Canaanites, 
the inhabitants of the land; for he was not 
able to drive them out. | 





spread to the Gentiles (Is 9:2), | ; 

















33Nor did Naphtali drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Beth Shemesh, nor the inhabitants | 
of Beth Anath; but Naphtali dwelt among 
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land 
Nevertheless, the inhabitants of Beth | 
Shemesh and Beth Anath paid taxes to 
them. | | off 

34And the Amorites forced the sons of 
Dan into the mountains, for they would not 








allow them to come down: to the valley. 
And the Amorites: began to dwell in the 
mountain of the myrtle-grove, where there 
were bears and foxes; yet the hand of the | 
house of Joseph was heavy upon the Amo- | 
rite, and he came to'pay tribute to them. 
Now the boundary. of the Amorites went 
upward from the Ascent of Akrabbim, from 
the Rock. | | | 
| [= The Place of Weeping s | 
) then the Angel.of the Lord came up | 
from Gilgal to the place of weeping, — 
and to Bethel and.to the house of Israel, 
and said to them, “Thus says the Lord: I led 
you up from Egypt and brought you to the 
land I promised your fathers; and | said, | 
will never break My covenant with you. 
“And you shall make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of this land; nor‘shall you wor- 
ship their gods, but you will destroy theif 
graven images and ‘you shall tear down 
their altars.’ But you did not obey My voice, 
for you did these things. Therefore | also 
said, ‘I will not drive them out before you 
and they shall become as snares, and thet! 
gods shall be a cause for stumbling for 
you.’” When the Angel of the Lord spoke 
these words to all the sons of Israel, thé 
people lifted up their voices and wept. Ané 
they called that place the Place of Weeping 
and there they made a sacrifice to the Lor: — 


~% Death of Joshua a- 


‘And when Joshua had dismissed thé 
people, each man went to his inheritance 
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1:22-26 Bethel means “house of God," Luz means “light,” and represents the light of Christ, which will | 


1:27-36 This passage is a preview of much of the Book of Judges: the chronicle of a job half done. The 
tribes of Israel would enter into battle against their enemies, but not drive them out completely (v. 28). | 
2:1-22 Gilgal (v. 1) signifies God's covenant with Israel (see Jos 5:2-9). Just as He left the foreigners nt 
the land of promise “that He might test Israel” (3:1), so God allows sin, suffering, and death to contin’ | 
for a time in the world that He might test, strengthen, and draw the repentant soul to Himself. And as 
He raised up judges (v. 16) to deliver Israel, so He provides salvation in Christ for all who turn to Him. — 
Those who continue in sin and would not listen (v. 17) fall into the hands of the enemy, but God deliv- 
ers the faithful out of hàrdship (see note on 3Kg 22:23). This pattern will repeat itself: (1) God jo etl : 
disciplines Israel for idolatry and disobedience; (2) Israel cries out in repentance for God's help; (3) ee "sa 
provides another judge for deliverance. d SI GUOT Same 







































take possession of his lan 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and 
all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua, who saw every great deed the Lord 
did for Israel. "Now Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the Lord, died at one hun- 
dred and ten years old. 9And they buried 
him within the border of his inheritance at 
Timnath Heres, on Mount Ephraim, on the 
north side of Mount Gaash: “And when all 
that generation were laid with their fathers; 
another generation arose after them who 
did not Know the Lord, nor the work: He 
had done for Israel. 


æ Israel Follows False Gods = 

llThen the sons. of Israel did evil. before 
the Lord and served the Baals. ¿Trey for- 
sook the Lord God of their fathers. who 
had brought them, out of the land of Egypt; 
they followed other. gods, from.among the 
gods of the nations all: around them, and 
they bowed down tc them. They. provoked 
the Lord to anger. They forsook Him and 
served Baal and the Ashtoreths. 'tAnd the 
Lord was enraged with anger at Israel..So 
He delivered them into the hands of plun- 


derers, who ravaged them and sold them | 


into the hands of their enemies all around, 
As a result they could no longer stand be- 
fore their enemies. !5Wheneyer they. went 
out, the hand of the Lord was against them 
lor calamity, as the Lord had spoken, and 
as the Lord had sworn to them. He greatly 
distressed them, Fey" 

'SNevertheless, the Lord raised up judges 


and the Lord saved them from the hand of 
those who plundered them. !7But even so, 


they would not listen to their judges, but in- 
Stead they played the harlot with other 
gods and bowed down to them. They 
turned quickly from the way in which their 
fathers had walked in obeying the com- 
mandments of the Lord; they did not do so. 
"And the Lord raised up judges for them, 


them out of the hand of their enemies all 


the days of the judge; for the Lord was 
moved by their groaning because of those 
Who besieged them and harassed them. 


‘nd when the judge was dead, they went 
ack to their former ways and behaved 


3:1-6 A list of enemy nations that remained in Canaan. Note that Israel intermarried with them and ~ 


ultimately served their gods (v. 6). 


a 





d. 750o the people | 
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more corruptly than their fathers, by fol- 
lowing other gods, serving them, and bow- 
ing down to them. They did not reject their 
pursuits nor their stubborn ways. 

Then the Lord was enraged with anger 
at Israel; and He said, “Because this nation 
set aside My covenant which I commanded 





their fathers, and has not heeded My voice, 
therefore I will not drive away from your 


presence any more of the men Joshua the 
son of Nun left in the land.” And the Lord 
left them, to test, Israel by them, to see 
whether they would keep the ways of the 
Lord, to walk in them and keep them as 
their fathers did. Therefore the Lord left 
those nations without driving them out im- 
mediately; and He did not deliver them into 
the hand of Joshua. 3 


_® Nations Left in Canaan -— | 

2 Now these are the nations the Lord left 
so that He might test Israel by them. 
that is, all who did not experience firsthand 
any of the wars in Canaant 2(only for the 
sake of the generations of Israel, to teach 
them warfare; only those who did not pre- 
viously experience it): the five provinces 
of the foreign nations, and every Canaan- 
ite, and the Sidonites, and the Hivites who 
dwelt in Lebanon, from Mount Hermon to 
Laboemath. 4And it was so that He might 
test Israel by them, to know whether they 
would hear the commandments of the Lord 
which He commanded their fathers by the 
hand of Moses. Thus the sons of Israel 
dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. "And they took their 
daughters to be their wives, and gave their 
daughters to their sons; and they served 
their gods. | 


æ Othniel .> 
TIn this way the sons of Israel did evil in 


m, | the sight of the Lord. They forgot the Lord 
the Lord was with the judge and delivered | 


their God, and served the Baals and the sa- 
cred groves.t 'Therefore the Lord was en- 
raged with anger at Israel, and He sold 
them into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim 
king of Syria of the rivers; and the sons of 
Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim for eight 
years, “When the sons of Israel cried out to 


AY They forgot the Lord: Without constant remem brance of the Lord in all thoughts, words, and ~ 
< ~as, Man allows himself to become most’ vulnerable to the deceptions and accusations of the enemy. | 
the Eucharist, Jesus said to do this “in remembrance of Me“ (1Co 11:25). oiler dah Dao of jhe 
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JUDGES 3:10 





the Lord, the Lord raised up a savior for Is- 
rael and saved them, that is, Othniel the son 
of Kenaz, the younger brother of Caleb.t 
And the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and he judged Israel. He went out to 
war against Cushan-Rishathaim, and the 
Lord delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of 
Syria of the rivers into his hand; and his 
hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim.t 
Then the land remained at peace for forty 


years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died. | 


om Ehud = 


2? And the sons of Israel again did evil be- 
fore the Lord. So the Lord strengthened | 
Eglon king of Moab against Israel. because | 
they had done evil in the sight of the Lordit | 
'3Then he gathered to himseif ali the sons | 
of Ammon and Amalek, and went and 
struck Israel; and’ took possession of the 
City of Palms. 4So the sons of Israel served 
Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. 

!5But when the sons of Israel cried out to | 
the Lord, the Lord raised up.a savior for 
them, that is, Ehud the son of Gera, the son 
of Benjamin, a man equally adept with both 
of his hands. By his hand, the sons of Israel 
sent gifts to Eglon king of Moab. “Now 
Ehud made himself a double-edged dagger, 
a cubit in length, and fastened it under his 
clothes on his right thigh. !7So he went forth 
and brought the gifts to Eglon king of 
Moab. Now Eglon was a fat man. !*When 
Ehud had finished presenting the gifts, he 
sent away the people who had carried the 
gifts. "But he himself turned back from the 
carved images near Gilgal, and Ehud said, 
“I have a secret message for you, O king.” 
And Eglon said to him, “Keep silence!” And 
he sent away all his attendants. 

20And Ehud went with him to the upper 
summer chamber, where he could sit by 
himself. Then Ehud said, “I have the word 
of God for you, O king.” So Eglon arose 
from his throne near him.t 2'At the moment 
he arose, Ehud reached with his left hand, 
took the dagger from his right thigh, and 











3:9 The word savior is a synonym for “judge.” 


3:10, 11 The Spirit of the Lord strengthens Othniel, and there is peace for forty years. Similarly, Christ 
strengthens His Church and His people through baptism, sealed by the Holy Spirit. Those who 


the Lord God will gain victory over this fallen world. 


3:12, 13 Moab is east of the Jordan near the Dead Sea, Ammon and Amalek were neighboring tribes: 
historically at odds, with Israel, The City of Palms is Jericho, T 
3:20 The upper summer chamber is a well-ventilated room on the flat roof. AY have | fa 
4:1-3 Israel did evil, was oppressed, and cried out to the Lord. Sin brings all men under the heavy y ; 
' lso result in repentance. After twenty years Israel finally ¢ | 


of oppression and hardship—but this cana 
out to God for relief. T 





thrust it into his belly, ?driving it in so the | 
handle went in after the blade, until the fa 
closed over the blade. He did not draw the 
dagger out of his belly. And Ehud left the 
porch and passed by the guards stationed 
there, having shut the doors of the upper 
room behind him and locked them. “After 


<< = 


he- was gone, the king’s servants went in 


and noticed the doors of the upper room 
were locked. So they said, “He is probably 
relieving himself in the summer chamber’ 
45So they waited till they were embar- 
rassed, and he had still not opened the 
doors of the upper room. They took the key 
and entered, and there was their master, 
fallen dead on the floor. 
26But Ehud had escaped while they were — 
in confusion, and thus no one paid any at- 
fention to him. So he passed beyond the 
carved images and escaped to Seirah. 
27 And when Ehud came into the land of Is- 
rael, he blew the trumpet in the mountains 
of Ephraim, and the sons of Israel went 
down with him from the mountains; and he 
stood before them. 28And he said to them, 
“Come down after me, for the Lord God has | 
delivered our enemies the Moabites into 
our hand.” So they followed him and seized 
the fords of the Jordan leading to Moab, 
and did not allow anyone to cross over. “At | 
that time they struck about ten thousand — 
men of Moab, all men of strength; not 4 | 
man escaped. 3S0 Moab was put to shame 
that day under the hand of Israel. Indeed. _ 
the land remained at peace for eighty 
years. And Ehud judged them until he died 
a Shamgar -=> 


-31After him, Shamgar the son of Dinach | 
rose up, and he struck six hundred men 0 | 
the Philistines with the ploughshare of thè | 
oxen. He too delivered Israel. 
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< Deborah and Barak = 
The sons of Israel continued to do evil 
before the Lord, and Ehud was deat 

250 the Lord sold them into the hand % 
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Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in 
Hazor. The commander of his army was 
Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth of the 
Gentiles. “And the sons of Israel cried out 
to the Lord; for Jabin had nine hundred 
iron chariots with him, and for twenty 
years he oppressed Israel with his power. 
4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 
Lapidoth, was judge of Israel at that time.t 
SAnd Deborah would sit under the palm 
tree between Ramah and Bethel on Mount 
Ephraim. And the sons of Israel came up 
to her for justice. "Then Deborah sent and 
called for Barak the son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh Naphtali, and said to him, “Has 
not the Lord God of Israel commanded, 
‘Go to Mount Tabor and take’ with you ten 
thousand men of the sons of Naphitali and 
of the sons of Zebulun. "and I will bring to 
you, at the brook of Kishon, the captain of 
the army of Jabin, with his chariots and 











your hands’?” And Barak said to her, “If 
you go with me, then I will go; but if you 
do not go with me, I will remain here, for I 
am unable to discern the day :when the 
Angel of the Lord will help me.” 9She said, 
“Certainly I will go with you; but know 
this: there will be no honor gained by you 
on the journey you are undertaking, for 
the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a 
woman.” 

Then Deborah arose and went with 
Barak from Kedesh.t Barak called Zebu- 
lun and Naphtali from Kedesh, and went 
from there with ten thousand men follow- 
ing him. Deborah went up with him. '!!Now 
Heber the Kenite, of the sons of Hobab, the 
father-in-law of Moses, moved away from 
the Kenites and pitched his tent upon arriv- 
ing at the oak tree of coveting, which is 
near Kedesh. !2And they reported to Sisera 
that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up 
to Mount Tabor. !3So Sisera called all his 


Chariots, nine hundred iron chariots, and | 


all the people who were with him, from 
Harosheth of the Gentiles to the brook of 
Kishon. 


' 
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| 
his multitude, and-I will deliver them into | 





l O JUDGES 4:24 
Then Deborah said to Barak, “Rise up. 
For this is the day the Lord will deliver Sis- 
era into your hand, because the Lord has 
gone out before you.” So Barak went down 





| from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men 


following him. And the Lord routed Sis- 
era and all his chariots and all his army 
with the edge of the sword before Barak; 
and Sisera got down from his chariot and 
fled on foot. '*But Barak pursued the char- 
iots behind the camp as far as Harosheth of 
the Gentiles, and the whole camp of Sisera 
fell by the edge of the sword; not aman was 
left. ri 

l7But Sisera fled on foot to the tent of 
Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, his 
friend; for there was peace between Jabin 
king of Hazor and the house of Heber the 
Kenite. '8And Jael went out to meet Sisera 
and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, turn 
aside to me; do not fear.” And when he had 
turned aside with her, entering into the 
tent, she covered him with a blanket. 
Then Sisera said to her, “Please give me a 
little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she 
opened a jug of milk, gave him a drink, and 
covered him. #And Sisera said to her, 
“Stand at the door of the tent, and if any 
man comes to you and inquires of you, and 
says, ‘Is there a man here?’ you shall say, 
‘There is not.’ ” 

41Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg 


and a hammer in her hand, and went qui- 


etly to him and drove the peg into his tem- 
ple, and it went down into the ground. He 
was asleep, lost consciousness, and died. 
*2And then as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael 
came out to meet him and said to him, 
“Come, I will show you the man whom you 
seek.” And when he went in with her, there 
lay Sisera, dead with the peg in his temple. 
23So on that day God routed Jabin king of 
Canaan before the sons of Israel. 2+And the 
hand of the sons of Israel proceeded and 
hardened against Jabin king of Canaan, 
until they had utterly destroyed Jabin king 


of Canaan. 





4:4 St. Ambrose comments on the story of Deborah, Barak, and Jael: “And so according to history, that 
the minds of women might be stirred up, a woman became; a judge, a woman who set all in order; a 
woman who prophesied; a woman who triumphed; and joining in battle array, taught men to war 
Under a woman's counsel. But in a mystery, it is the battle of faith and the victory of the Church.” 


Deborah is one of three 


(Ex 15:20) and Huldah (2Kg 22:14), 


4:9 Deborah 
th 


e hand of a woman. 





prophetesses mentioned in the Old Testament, the other two being Miriam 


prophesied victory, but warned Barak not to take credit, for the Lord will sell Sisera into 








«=. The Song of Deborah and Barak = 


" Then Deborah and Barak the son of 
Abinoam sang on that day, saying," 











2 A revelation was made known in 
Israel ) 
To the people who were willing, bless 
the Lord! i 
3 O kings, receive the news! O princes, 
listen closely! | 
I, even I, will sing to the Lord; » 
[ will sing a psalm to the Lord God of 
Israel. Si 
4 Lord, when You went out in Seir, 
When You left from the field of Edom, 
The earth trembled and the heavens ' 
poured dew, : 
The clouds poured water; | 
5 The mountains were shaken before the 
Lord Eloiy» © 
This Sinai, before the Lord God of 
Israel. | 


6 [Inthe days of Shamgar son of Anath, 
in the days of Jael, 
They deserted the main road and 
traveled the byways, 
Corrupting the way as they went. 
7. The mighty of Israel failed, they came 
to an end; 
Until Deborah, whom He raised; 
Until a mother whom He raised in 
Israel.t . 
§ They chose new gods; | 
Then the cities of the rulers waged 
‘war; | 
Not a shield or a spear was seen 
Among the forty thousand in Israel. 
9 My heart is with the leaders of Israel; 
To those among the people who freely 
sacrifice, bless the Lord!t - R 


10 You who mount upon a female donkey | 


at midday, | 
-Sitting on the seat of judgment, 
_ Who conduct your life on the road, 
mediating along the way, | 
1! Turn back and shout out every detail 
While drawing up water; 








| 
| 
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|7 


19 


20 


the Lord is given, 


Spreading righteousness in Israel. 
Then the people of the Lord came 


down to the cities. 


Awake, awake, Deborah! 
Awake, awake, sing a song! 


Arise, Barak, O son of Abinoam, 


And lead your host of captives captive! | 
Then the remnant came down : 


mighty; 


The people of the Lord came down to 


him, to the mighty. 


My Ephraim rooted them out in: — 


> Amalek; 


to the. 


There, in that place, what is rightful to 


O Benjamin, your people were behind | 


you. 


Machir came to know more abo 


And from Zebulun, those able to” 
record with the pen of a scribe. | 
And the princes in Issachar were with © 


Deborah and Barak, 


So she sent Barak into the valley by 


foot. 


Among the regions of Reuben _~ 
There were great resolves of heart.) | 


Why go up to sitin the midst of the 


sheepfold, ~ 


To hear the trumpet of the angels? 


eart: 


In the divisions of Reuben 


There were great searchings of h 
Gilead is beyond the Jordan, where he 


made his dwelling; 


Why did Dan remain on the ships? 
Asher sat down on the seashore, 
And he will dwell at his seaports: 


The people of Zebulun reproached its 


: soul unto death, - 


places of the fields. ~ 


Kings set themselves in. battle array: 
Then the kings of Canaan waged war — 


in Taanach, 
By the waters of Megiddo; 
They took no gift of silver. 


The stars of the heavens were array 


for battle; 


perhaps the most famous is Moses' song in Ex 15:1-18 celebrating deliverance from Egypt. 


5:7 Just as Deborah was a mother .. . in Israel, so Mary, Mother of 
They both sang songs of praise to the Lord (see Lk 1:46-55). 
5:9 A great tribute to the leaders and the volunteers who freely sac 


5:1-31 As was often the custom after Israel's victories, a song or psalm (v. 3) was sung, recallin 
details of the conflict, This is the lengthiest and most elaborate of the Old Testament victory song 


rifice in service to Israel. In the 


And Naphtali denounced the high 


g the 


vine Liturgy we likewise give thanks to God “for those who serve and those who sing.” For the peo 


of God, the leaders and the laity, are called to work together, never independently. 


à 


ut Me, 





s but 


God, is also mother of the Church: p 


pi 
et 
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5:28 A touching look at the E of a fallen warrior—in this case'an enemy of God's people. 


‘31 One of a multitude of biblical passages contrasting the destiny of the enemies of the Lord will 
se desiring Him, 


tho 








-On their path they arrayed themselves | 


to war against Sisera; 
The brook of Kishon swept them away, 
That ancient brook, the brook of 
Kishon; 
My mighty soul will trample him down. 
When the hooves of the horses were 
fettered, 
In earnest his mighty ones hastened. 
Curse Meroz, said the angel of the 
Lord, curse them, 


Cursed is every one who dwells there, > 


Because they did not come to the help 
of the Lord; ; 

To the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 


Jael is blessed among women, 
The wife of Heber the Kenite; 


Blessed is she from among the women | fd strongholds away from the presence of 


in tents. 
He requested water. 
in a dish; 
Surpassing this, she offered butter. 


she gave him milk 


She stretched her left hand to the tent 


peg, 

Her right ‘hand to the workaien’s S 
hammer; | 

She drove the nail through his head 
with a hammer: 

She put the nail'into his temple. 

He rolled down between her feet; 

He fell and lay between her feet; 

He bent over and fell; | 

When he sat down there, he fell, 

= departing life. 

The mother of Sisera peered out 
through the archer’s window; 

For his chariot is not where it should — 
be 

For the feet of his chariot's horses 

| tarry.t 

The wise of her leading ladies 
answered her, 

And she answered to herself, 

Will they not find him dividing the, . 
spoil; 

The merciful having compassion for 
the head of a man; 


31 
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Spoils of the dyed garments for Sisera; 

The spoils of dyed embroidery, 

Embroiderer’s ayes as: spoils for his 
neck? | 





O Lord, let all Your enemies perish in 
the way; 

And those desiring Him, be as the - 
coming out of His sun in power.. 

And let the land be at peace for forty 
years.t 


=æ The People of Midian Oppress Israel SP 


Then the sons of Israel did evil before 
the Lord, and the Lord delivered them 
into the hand of Midian for seven years,t 
Zand the hand of Midian prevailed against 


Israel. The sons of Israel made dens for 


themselves in the mountains and caves, 


the Midianites. 350 it was, whenever the 
sons of Israel had sown, Midianites would 
come up, and the Amalekites and the sons 
of the East would come up with them.t 
‘Then they encamped against them and 
destroyed the fruits of the earth until they 
came to Gaza, and left no substance of life 
in the land of Israel, not.even an ox or.a 
donkey among the herds. 5For they came 
up with their livestock and their tents, and 
appeared just as numerous as locusts; they 
and their camels were without number; 
and they came into the land of Israel and 


destroyed it. "And Israel was exceedingly 


destitute before the face of the Midianites, 
and the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord 
"because of the presence of the Midianites. 
8And the Lord sent a prophet to the sons 
of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel, ‘I am He who brought 
you up from Egypt and brought you out of 
the house of your bondage; and I delivered 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians and 


| out of the hand of all who oppressed you, 
and drove them out before you and gave 


you their land. !°And I said to you, Lam the 
Lord your God; do not fear the gods of the 


_Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But you 


did not obey My voice. y 


t, 2 The Midianites are nomadic E who oppressed Israel for seven years. 


la ariya 


With | Israel (Ex 20: 1). is 





D 


Israel cried out to the Lord (v. 6) after seven years of ongoing invasion of the Midianttes particu 
Uthe time of harvest (v. 4), The Lord sent them a prophet (v. 8), remitding them of His covenant! 
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20The Angel of God said to him, “Take the 
meat and the unleavened bread and lay 
them on this rock, and pour out the broth? | 
And he did so. 2!Then the Angel of the Lord | 
stretched out the end of the staff that was | 
in his hand and touched the meat and the 
unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the 
rock and consumed the meat and the un- 
leavened bread. And the Angel of the Lord 
| departed out of his sight. 

22Now Gideon perceived this was the An- 
gel of the Lord. So Gideon said, “O Lord, 











«=. Gideon = 
Now the Angel of the Lord came and 
sat under the terebinth tree in Ephrathah 
which belonged to Joash the father of Es- | 
dri, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in 
the winepress in order to hide from the 
presence of the Midianites.t !2And the An- 
gel of the Lord appeared to him and said to 
him, “The Lord is with you, mighty one of 
the armies!” !8Gideon said to Him, “It is I, 
my Lord? If the Lord is with us, why then 
have these evils come upon us? And where | 
are all His miracles which our fathers told | my Lord! For I have seen the Angel of the 
us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us | Lord face to face.” Then the Lord said to 
up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has | him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you 
driven us out and delivered us into the | shall not die.” 24So Gideon built an altar 
hands of the Midianites.” “Then the Angel | there to the Lord, and called it the Peace of 
of the Lord turned to him and said, “Go | the Lord. To this day it-is still in Ephratha 
with this strength of yours, and you shall | of the father of Esdri. | 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites.| © 2Now that same night the Lord said to 
Indeed, I have sent you.” | him, “Take your father’s young bull, and 
I5And Gideon said to Him. “Be gracious | the second calf of seven years old, and tear 
with me, my Lord, for how can I save Israel? | down your father’s altar to Baal, and de- 
My thousand is weakened in Manasseh, and | stroy the sacred grove beside it.t Build an 
I am the smallest in my father’s house.”t | altar to the Lord your God on top of this 
i6And the Angel of the Lord said to him, | stronghold in the proper arrangement, and 
“The Lord will be with you, and you shall | take the second.calf and offer a burnt sac 
strike the Midianites as one man.” "Then | rifice with the wood of the sacred grove 
Gideon said to Him, “If now I have found | which you cut down.” 27So Gideon took ten : 
mercy in Your sight, then You shall do every- | men from among his servants and did as 
thing for me today that You have told me. | the Lord had told him. But because he 
'8Do not leave here, I pray, until I come to | feared his father’s household and the met 
You and I will bring out my offering and set | of the city too much to do it by day, he did 
it before You.” And He said, “I am. I will wait | it by night. 28And when the men of the city 
until you come back.”t !9So Gideon went in | arose early in the morning, the altar of Baal 
and prepared a goat kid, and unleavened | was torn down; and the sacred grove be- 
bread from an ephah of flour. He put the | side it was destroyed, and they saw the sec- 
meat in a basket, and he put the broth in a | ond bull being offered on the altar which 
pot; and he brought them out to Him under | had been built. | 
the terebinth tree and approached.t 29And one man said to his neighboh 











6:11 St. Ambrose sees the terebinth tree as a type of the cross, the winepress as the Church, the wheat 
as the saints. He writes, “For these elect, as though trained with the rod of truth (Rev 19:15), laying 
aside the old man together with his deeds, are gathered in the Church as in a winepress . . . for from 
fe He forth the juice of the heavenly vine.” Gideon prefigures Christ as a deliverer of those in 
ondage, 
6:15 | am the smallest: Gideon's humility reflects the Christlike character of those who love God (5:31) 
for His “strength is made perfect in weakness” (2Co 12:9). 
6:18 | am tells us this is the One who spoke to Moses (Ex 20:2). | will wait echoes words recorded by the 
prophet Isaiah (Is 30:18), 
6:19-27 St, Ambrose writes that Gideon's sacrifices foreshadow the Incarnation. “The meat of the kid 
refers to sins of deed, the broth to the enticements of desire... , That the Angel then stretched forth | 
His staff and touched the rock from which fire went out, shows that the flesh of the Lord, being fil 
with the Divine Spirit, would burn away all the sins of human frailty." he 
6:25, 26 St. Ambrose writes that by sacrificing the two bulls, Gideon “showed that after the coming of 
the Lord all Gentile sacrifices should be done away, and that only the sacrifice of the Lord's Passion — 
should be offered for the redemption of the people. For that second bull was, in a type, Christ, in 
whom, as Isaiah said, dwelt the fullness of the seven gifts of the Spirit.” (14 RS) tse 









“Who did this?” Then they inquired and 
learned that Gideon the son of Joash had 
done it. °’Then the men of the city said to 
Joash, “Bring out your son and let him die, 
because he tore down the altar of Baal, and 
because he destroyed the sacred grove be- 
side it.” *'But Joash said to all the men who 
stood against him, “Are you now going to 
plead for Baal? Do you want to save him? 
Let the one who wants to plead for Baal be 
put to death by morning! If he is a god. be- 
cause his altar is torn down, let him plead 
for himself!” °2Therefore on that day he 
called him Jerubbaal, saying, “Let Baal 
plead against him, for it is his altar that is 
torn down.”t | 
Then all the Midianites and Ama: 
lekites, the sons of the Fast. daihered to- 
gether and encamped jin the Valley of 
Jezreel. 34But the Spirit of the Lord empow- 
ered Gideon, and he blew the tumpet, and 
the Abiezrites were terrified behind him. 
And he sent messengers throughout all 
Manasseh and to Asher, and to Zebulun, 


and Naphtali: and he went up to meet 
them. 


æ. The Dewy Fleece m 

*°So Gideon said to God, “If You save Is- 
rael by my hand as You said.t@ 37then look, 
I shall put a fleece of wool. on the threshing 
floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and 
it is dry on al] the ground, then I shall know 
at You will save Israel by my hand, as You 
Said.” 38And it was so. And he rose early the 
next morning and wrung the fleece and 
from the fleece dropped enough dew to fill 
å Dan full of water. **Then Gideon said to 
100; “Indeed, | pray, do not let Your anger 
De aroused at me, and I will speak but once; 

6:32 Jerubbaal 
t0 Baal (see 7:1 ee 
6:36-38 Th 





th d in her womb. On the Feast of the Annunciation we sin 
ne fleece » 
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“May Baal plead.” This was Gideon's new nickn 


I will yet make one more trial with the 
fleece. This time, let it be dry on the fleece, 
but let there be dew all over the ground.” 
“And that night God made it so: on the 
fleece it was completely dry, but there was 
dew all over the ground. , 
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~. Gideon’s Three Hundred 
Defeat the Midianites s 

’ Then Jerubbaal—that is, Gideon—and 
all the people with him rose early and 
encamped at the spring of Harod. To the 
north of him was the camp of the 
Midianites, stretching from _Gabaath 
Moreh in the deep valley. 2And the Lord 
said to Gideon, “The people with you are 
too numerous; I dare not deliver Midian 
into their hand, lest otherwise Israel boast 
against Me, saying, ‘This my own hand, it 


Saved, me.t 3Now therefore, proclaim 


within the hearing of the people, saying, 
‘Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn 
and depart at once from Mount Gilead.’ ” 
And twenty-two thousand of the people 
returned, and ten thousand remained. 

*But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are 
still too many people; bring them down to 
the water, and there | will purge them for 
you. And it will be that of whomever I say 
to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ the 
Same shall go with you. And of whomever I 
say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ 
the same shall not go. with you.” 5So he 
brought the people down to the water. And 
the Lord said to Gideon, “Everyone who 
laps water with his tongue, as a dog laps, 
you shall set apart by himself; likewise 
everyone who gets down on his knees to 
drink.” And the number of those who 
lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, 





ame, but he did not give honor 


y fleece as symbolic of Mary conceiving the 


i g, “He shall come down as rain upon 
Womb of ; In the first Nativity Canon we hear, “As dew upon the fleece, You ha 


HA w word translated fleece usually means “ 


->w It was God's intention 
Taela i 
7:2a 19 all men—can be saved. 


the A Gideon originally gathered about 32,000 volunteers (v. 3 


Godden < tes. But the Lord knows men’s hearts 


emon 
Oes not eo rates 


iS el 
36-49 This passage 


<= 


is read at Vespers of the F 





an clippings of grass“; here, it is cli 
would va fleece, asking God to send dew on the fleece only, not on th 


to save Israel by my hand (v. 37). Thu 
: the dew is the Son of God; the fleece is Mary; the result is 


| S, In victory, He did not w 
His commitment to victory for our sake, 


mbers—a total of only three hundred me 


ve descended into the 


Ppings of wool. Gideon 

e ground. Why? So Gideon 

s, there is meaning beyond. the 
the Incarnation, through which 


) to encamp Opposite the Midianites and 
ant Israel to credit themselves, 

ing clear that His strength 

units—but in His own power. 


while also mal 


n (v. 7) in three 
~ — 


east of the Theophany of the Lord. 


JUDGES 7:7 


was three hundred men; but all the rest of 
the people got down on their knees to drink 
water. 7Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By 
the three hundred men who lapped I will 
save you, and deliver the Midianites into 
your hand. All the other people shall go, 
every man to his own place.” 8So they took 
the provision of the people in their hand, 
and their trumpets; and he sent away every 
man of Israel, every man to his tent, and he 
strengthened the three hundred. And the 
army of Midian was below him in the deep 
valley. | 





9On that same night the Lord said to him, | 


“Arise, go down against the camp, for I 
have delivered it into your nana. "But if 


you are afraid to go down, go down to the | 


camp with Purah your servant. ''Listen to 
what they shall say, and afterward your 
hands shall be strong and you shall then go 
down into the camp.” And he went down 
with Purah his servant to the edge of the 
camp of the fifty. 2And Midian and Amalek 
and all the sons of the East were scattered 
as numerous as locusts throughout the val- 
ley: and their camels were without number, 
as the sands on the seashore. 

i3And Gideon came, and there was a man 
telling his companion a dream. He said, 
“Behold, I had a dream. Hear me: A cake of 
barley bread rolling into the camp of Mid- 
ian came as far as a tent and struck it so 
that it fell, flipped over, and collapsed.” 


l44Then his companion answered and said, | 


“This is nothing but the sword of Gideon 
the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his 


hand God has delivered Midian and the en- | 


tire camp.” 

l5When Gideon heard the telling of the 
dream and its interpretation, he worshiped 
the Lord. He returned to the camp of Israel 
and said, “Arise, for the Lord has delivered 
the camp of Midian into our hand.”t !6Then 


he divided the three’ hundred men. into | 


three companies and put a trumpet into 
every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 
torches inside the pitchers. 

\7And he said to them, “Watch me and do 





7:15 Gideon worshiped before the promise had been fulfilled, and prepared himself to aie a obedi- ail 
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| dred men who were with him came to the 


pets to sound with, and they cried out, “A 





as I do; watch, and when I come to the edge 
of the camp, do as I do. !*When I blow the 
trumpet, I and all who are with me, then 
you also blow the trumpets on every side of | 
the whole camp, and shout, ‘For the Lord 
and for Gideon!’ ” !9So Gideon and the hun. 


edge of the camp at the beginning of the 
middle watch, and they completely roused 
the guards. And they blew the trumpets 
and broke the pitchers that were in their 
hands, Xand the three companies sounded 
the trumpets and broke the pitchers and | 
held the torches in their left hands. 

In their right hands they held their trum- 





sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” “And | 
every. man stood in: his place round aboul 
the camp; and the entire army of men ran 
and sounded a warning and fled. “They 
sounded with three hundred trumpets, and 
the Lord set every man’s sword against his | 
neighbor throughout the entire camp; and 
the army fled as far as Beth Acacia, toward 
Zererah, as far as the border of Abel Meho: 
lah, by Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel, 
from Naphtali, from Asher, and from all | 
Manasseh, shouted out and pursued after | 
the Midianites. | } 
24Gideon sent messengers throughout all 
Mount Ephraim, saying, “Come down t | 
meet in battle with the Midianites, and take 
for yourselves the watering places as far a 
Beth Barah and the River Jordan.” And 
every man of Ephraim cried out, and they 
seized the water as far as Beth Barah an 
the River Jordan.t And they captu 
Oreb and Zeeb, rulers in Midian. The) 
killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zee 
they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. The! 
pursued Midian and brought the heads ° 







Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon from the othe! 


side of the Jordan. 


- Israel Delivered from the Midianites aki 
8 The men of Ephraim said to Gideo" 
“Why did you not tell us what you WA 
doing when you went to war with Midian. 
They reprimanded him: sharply.t 25° 


ence to the Lord without first needing a sign from Him. ' 
7:24, 25 Earlier in Judges, God's army was satisfied with partial victories (1:27-34) and paid the conse — 
quences. Here and in the next chapter, Gideon makes sure the conquest is complete—a sure lesson for 


those who seek victory over sin. 


8:1-3 The men of Ephra im had been excluded from the battle. Gideon showed the wisdom of not af , i 
guing in the face of their anger; instead he encouraged them tactfully, based on their own accomp" : 
tO. Ye fi car je basy i IgE 1 poah 


ments (Rom 12:3-6). 


| r ern LS \ 








moe 





said to them, “What could I do in compari- 
son with what you now do? Is not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better 
than the vintage of Abiezer? °The Lord has 
delivered into your hands the princes of 
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. And what could | 
do in comparison with what you do?” Their 
spirit toward him became calm when he 
spoke this word. 

4When Gideon came to the River Jordan, 
he and the three hundred men with him 
crossed over—hungry, but still pursuing.t 
‘Then he said to the men of Succoth, 
“Please give bread to feed this army of men 
that follow me, for they are exhausted, and 
lam pursuing Zebah and Zaimunna, kings 
of Midian.” And the leaders of Succoth 


now in your hand, 
bread to your army?” 

7So Gideon said, “Therefore when. the 
Lord has delivered Zebah and Zalmunna 
into my hand, I will then tear your flesh 
with the thorns of the wilderness and with 
the brier bush!” *From there he went up to 
Penuel, requesting the same and in the 
Same way. The men of Penuel answered 
him as the men of Succoth previously an- 
swered. 9And Gideon said to the men of 
Penuel, “When I return in peace, | will tear 
down this tower!” 

lONow Zebah and Zalmunna were at 
Karkor with their armies, about fifteen 
thousand, all that remained of the entire 
army of foreigners; they that fell were one 
hundred twenty thousand men who drew 
the sword.t !!Then Gideon traveled the 
road eastward of Nobah and Jogbehah, to 
Where they dwelt in tents. Here he smote 
the army, and the camp was surrendering. 
“Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pur- 
sued them, capturing the two kings of Mid- 
lan, Zebah and Zalmunna. The last of the 
army was caught by surprise. 

And Gideon the son of Joash returned 


— 





JUDGES 8:25 


fronthi the battle, down from the battle line of 
Ares. '4And he took prisoner a young man 
of the men of Succoth to interrogate him; 
and he wrote down for Gideon the names 
of the leaders of Succoth and of their el- 
ders, seventy-seven men.t Then Gideon 


came to the rulers of Succoth and said, 


“Look. Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, 


| about whom you reproached me, saying, ‘Is 


the hand of Zebah and Zalmunna now in 
your hand that we should give bread to 
your army?’ ” !6And he seized the elders of 
the city, with the thorns of the wilderness 
and with the sharp thorns, and with them 
he flailed the men of the city.t "Then he 
tore down the tower of Penuel and killed 


| the men of the city. 
said, “Is the hand of Zebah and Zaimunns | 
that we should. give | 


iSAnd he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, 
“Where are the men you killed at Tabor?” 
, “As you are,-so they were in 





| the appearance of a king’s son”. Then 


Gideon said, “They were my brothers and 
the sons of my mother. As the Lord lives, if 
you had kept them alive, I would not kill 
you.” “And he said to Jether his firstborn, 
“Rise and kill them!” But the youth would 
not draw his sword, for he was afraid; for 
he was yet very young. 2!So Zebah and Zal- 
munna said, “You rise up and face us, for 
your strength is that of a man.” So Gideon 
arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
took the crescent ornaments from. their 
camels’ necks. 

22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, 
“Rule over us, both you and your son, for 
you have delivered us from the hand. of 
Midian.” 23But Gideon said to them, “I will 
not rule over you, nor shall my son rule 
over you. The Lord shall rule over you.”t 
24Then Gideon said to them, “I would like to 
make a request of you, that each man 
would give me an earring from his plun- 
der.” For they had gold earrings, because 
they were Ishmaelites, *°So they said, “We 
will gladly give them” ” And he spread out 





8:4-9, 13-17 The men of succoth (v, 5) and Penuel (v. 8) refused to give bread to Gideon's men, ques- ` 
tioning his victory over Midian. Their refusal to help God's servant was costly (see Mt 25:41-46). 

8:10 The name Zebah means “slaughter, sacrifice,” a name given to create a sense of great fear. But 
here, it foreshadows his destiny. Before Gideon, the servant of the Lord, Zebah became the one Siig 
t 


ered. 


8:14 Gideon would not kill haphazardly. The covenant was ororen and due punishment was to be ex- 


acted, but he killed only those directly involved. 


8:16 There can be consequences if one chooses to break a covenant Here the prom éd punishment is 


fulfilled. 


8:23 ea retusa their offer, ounn later his son Abimelech would: ty to Keep his ferhors S housei in 
POWer X 
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his garment and each man threw down an | reign over you, or for one to reign over 
earring from his plunder. 26Now the weight | you? Remember, I am of your own bone | 
of the gold earrings which he requested | and flesh.” 2And his mother’s brothers | 
was one thousand five hundred pieces of | spoke all these words concerning him in 
gold, besides the crescent ornaments, pen- | the hearing of all the men of Shechem; and | 
dants, garments, and purple robes worn by | their heart was inclined to follow 
the kings of Midian, and the chains around Abimelech, for they said, “He is our 
the necks of their camels. | brother.” *They gave him seventy shekels of 
*'Then Gideon made it into an ephod and | silver from the house of Baal-Berith, and 
made a memorial of it in his city of | Abimelech hired for himself vain and cow. 
Ephratha. Hereafter, Israel-indulged in all | ardly men; and they followed him. ®Then he 
types of sinful acts because of it. And to | went into his father’s house at Ephratha 
Gideon and to his house, it became. 4 | and killed his brothers, the seventy sons of 
thorn.' ?28Thus Midian was reduced in | Jerubbaal, seventy men upon one stone 
stature before the sons of Israel, and they | But Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal 
lifted their heads no more. The country re- | was left, for he hid himself. 
mained at peace for forty years in the days | ey | : 
of Gideon. Then Jerubbaal the son of | i a rae Makes Bis nea 
Joash went and dwelled in his own house. |, AN the men of Shechem and all the 
| | house of Beth Millo gathered, and they 
~ Death of Gideon = — _ | went ahead and made Abimelech king by 
*And Gideon begot seventy sons of his | the oak of Sedition at Shechem. "It was re- 
own, for he had many wives. 2!And his con- | ported to Jotham, and he went and stood 
cubine who was in Shechem also bore him | on top of Mount Gerizim and lifted his 
a son, whom he called Abimelech. 32Now | voice and wept, and said to them, “Hear 
Gideon the son of Joash died in his city, | me, you men of Shechem, and God will 
and was buried in the tomb of Joash his fa- | hear you.t 8One day, the trees once went 
ther, in Ephratha of the Abiezrites. | forth to anoint a king over them. And they 
3350 it was, as soon as Gideon was dead, | Said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us!’t °But 
the sons of Israel again played the harlot | the olive tree said to them, ‘Should I cease 
with the Baals, and made a covenant for | giving my richness, with which men wil 
themselves with Baal that he would be | glorify God, and go to be placed over the 
their god. **Thus the sons of Israel choose | trees?’ WThen the trees said to the fig tree: 
to no longer remember the Lord their God, | ‘You come and reign over us!’ But the fig 
He who had delivered them from the hand | tree said to them, ‘Should I cease my sweet 
of all their enemies on every side; 35nor did | ness and my good fruit, and go to be placed 
they show mercy to the house of Jerub- | Over the trees?’ !2Then the trees said to the 
baal—that is, Gideon—in accordance with | Vine, ‘You come and reign over us!’ 1SBuC 
all the good he accomplished for Israel. the vine said to them, ‘Should I cease MY - 
tu | wine, which cheers both God and men, i 
æ. Abimelech Seeks to Be King > go to be placed over the trees?’ Then al 
Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to 


the trees said to the bramble, ‘You colt | 
Shechem, to his mother’s brothers, and | and reign over us!’ '5And the bramble së 
he spoke to them and to everyone in the 


j to the trees, ‘If in truth you anoint me ® 
family of his mother’s father, saying,t 2“I | king over you, then come and take shelte 
pray you to ask in the hearing of all the 


: in my shade; but if not, may fire come fro!” : 
men of Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, 


me and devour the cedars of Lebanon!’ r 
for all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal to | “And now, if you have acted in tu 




























8:27 Gideon's idea of making an ephod, a priestly vestment, and a memorial in his hometown, comik 
memorating his victory, became a thorn. The lesson: it is unwise for God's people to unduly celebrate 
victory over enemies. 


9:1 Jerubbaal is Gideon (see note at 6:32). | weit 
9:1-5 Soon after Gideon died, the crafty Abimelech, his son by a concubine, with help from the meno 
Shechem, murdered seventy of his father’s legitimate heirs. Only Jotham escaped. ! 
9:7 Mount Gerizim, previously used for the offering of blessings (Dt 11:29), is now used by Jotham t° 

pronounce a parable of warning and a curse to the people. | a yes 
9:8 These words speak to the mockery of kingship not anointed by God. =e 


i 


dL 





JUDGES 9 9:42 





and integrity, and have made Abimelech 
king, and if you have dealt well with Jerub- 
baal and with his house, and if you have 
done to him according to the reward of his 
hand, as my father fought in war for you, 
and put his life in jeopardy, and delivered 
you out of the hand of Midian; ‘*but you 


have risen up against my father’s house to- | 


day, and killed his seventy sons upon one 
stone, and made Abimelech, the son of his 
bondwoman, king over the men of She- 
chem, because he is your brother. If then 
you have acted in truth and faithfully with 
Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then 
rejoice in Abimelech, and let him rejoice 
over you as well. 2°But if not, let fire come 
from Abimelech and devour the men oi 
Shechem and the house of Beth Millo; and 
let fire come from the men of Shechern and 


from the house of Beth Millo and devour | 


Abimelech!” 2!And Jotham fled ang 
away. He went as far as Beer and dwelt | 





there out of the way of his brother Abim- | 


elech. 


s Abimelech in Decline -7 

22After Abimelech had reigned over ls- 
rael three years, 23God sent a wicked spirit 
between Abimelech and the men of 
Shechem. And the men of Shechem re- 
jected the house of Abimelech, 24to bring 
the injustice done to the seventy sons of 
Jerubbaal, and to lay their blood upon 
Abimelech their brother, who killed them; 
and on the men of Shechem, who strength- 
ened his hands to slay his brothers. And 
the men of Shechem set men in ambush 
against Abimelech on the mountaintops. 
They robbed everyone who passed by them 
on the way so it would be reported to King 
Abimelech.t 

26Now Gaal the son of Ebed came with 
his brothers, and they passed by Shechem, 
and the men of Shechem trusted him.t 
27And they went out into the fields and 
gathered their grapes, and trod them and 
made merry. And they went into the house 
of their god, and ate and drank and cursed 
Abimelech. 28Then Gaal the son of Ebed 
said, “Who is Abimelech, and who is this 
son of Shechem that we should serve him? 
Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is not 


army and come out! 








Zebul his steward his servant with the son 
of Hamor the father of Shechem? And why 
should we serve him? And if it were so 
that this people were under my hand, then 
I would remove Abimelech. Indeed, I would 
say to him, ‘Multiply the strength of your 
)7 3 37 

30When Zebul, the ruler of the city, heard 
the words of Gaal the son of Jobel, his 
anger was aroused. 3!And in secret he sent 
messengers to Abimelech, saying, “Listen 
carefully! Gaal the son of Jobel and his 


brothers have come to Shechem; and be 


warned, in the area around the city they 
stir up trouble against you. 32Now get up by 
night, you and the people with you, and lie 
in wait in the field. 3.And early in the morn- 
ing, at the same time the sun rises, move 
vour battle line toward the city; and behold, 
he and the people with him will come out 
against you, and you shall do to him as 
much as is in your power.” 

34Sq Abimelech and all the people with 
him rose by night, and, with four compa- 
nies, they lay in wait against Shechem. 
35Gaal the son of Jobel went out and stood 
at the door of the gate of the city, and 
Abimelech and the people with him rose 
from the place of ambush. #6And when 
Gaal the son of Jobel saw the people, he 
said to Zebul, “Look, a people are coming 
down from the top of the mountain!” But 


-Zebul said to him, “You see the shadows of 


the mountains as being men.” °’Gaal still 
continued to speak and said, “See, people 
are coming down toward the sea from the 
center of the land, and another company is 
coming from the way of Elonmaonenim.”t 

38Then Zebul said to him, “Where indeed 
is your mouth now, for you said, ‘Who is 


Abimelech, that we should serve him?’ Are 


not these the people whom you despised? 
Go out, if you will, and fight with him now.” 
39Sg Gaal went out before the men of 
Shechem and warred with Abimelech. 
40But Abimelech chased him, and Gaal fled 
before him; and many fell wounded, even 
up to the door of the gate. *!'Then Abim- 
elech went into Arumah, and Zebul drove 
out Gaal and his brothers, so they could not 


dwell in Shechem, 


420n the next day the people went out 


9:25 These ae kept the king from gollecting taxes from traveling merchants. 
9:26-57 The punishment of which Jotham warned fell on Abimelech (v. 58); Those who live apart from 


the guidance of God face ultimate destruction. 


9:37 Elonmaonenim can be translated “terebinth tree of the diviners.” 
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into the field and reported to Abimelech. | when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech | 
43S0 he took the people, divided them into | was dead, they departed, every man to hiş- 
three companies, and placed them in am- | place. °Thus God repaid the wickednegg | 
bush in the field. He looked, and there were | that Abimelech brought against his father 
the people coming out of the city; and he | by killing his seventy brothers. °’And Gog | 
rose against them and attacked them. | returned all the wickedness of the men of 
44Then Abimelech and the leaders with him | Shechem on their own heads, and the curse 
charged forward and stood at the door of | of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came on | 
the city gate; and the other two companies | them. ONSE aj 
charged forward against all those in the Ins | Tiz 
fields and smote them. Abimelech fought s Tola and Jair, Judges of Israel = 
against the city all that day and took-the | After Abimelech, Tola. the son of 
city, killing the people in it. And he demol- | 4 U Puah arose to save Israel, the son of 
his father’s brother, a man of Issachar; and 


ished the city and sowed it with salt: 
46When all the men of the towers of | he dwelt in Shamir on Mount Ephraim! | 
Shechem heard that, they came to the | *He judged Israel twenty-three years; and 
meeting at Bethelberith.t 47And it was re- | he died and was buried in Shamir. i 
ported to Abimelech that all the men'of the | _%After him-arose, Jair of Gilead; and he 
towers of Shechem were gathered together. | judged Israel twenty-two. years. *He had 
48Then Abimelech along with-all his peopie | thirty-two sons who rode on thirty-two 
went up to Mount Hermon. And Abimelech | colts, and they had thirty-two cities, which 
took the axes in his hand and cut down.a | are called the villages of Jair to this day in | 
branch from a tree, and took it and laid it | the land of Gilead. 5And Jair died and was | 
| 





SS m —— — 


ee 
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on his shoulders. And he said to the people | buried in Ramnon. 
with him, “Quickly, do what you have seen a Israel Again Afflicted > 


me do.” So each and every man cut down | Pia yo. 
a branch and followed after Abimelech, | _“!hen the sons of Israel again did evil in 
putting the branches against the strong- | the sight of the Lord, serving Baals and the 
hold and setting. them on fire, burning | AShtoreths, the gods of Arad, the gods ol 
down the stronghold as well. And all the | Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
men of the tower of Shechem died, about a | sons of Ammon, and the gods of the 

Philistines; and they forsook the Lord and | 


thousand men and women. | | 
50Abimelech then left from Bethelberith | did not serve Him. 7And the Lord was èn- 
and encamped against Thebez and over- | raged with anger against Israel, and He de- 
powered it. >!But there was a strong tower | livered them into the hands of the 
in the middle of the city, and there all the | Philistines and into the hands of the sons of 
men and women of the city fled; and they | Ammon. And they afflicted and oppress 
locked themselves in and went up on the | the sons of Israel for a time of eighteen 
roof of the tower. 52And Abimelech drew | years, all the children of Israel beyond thé 
near the tower and besieged it; and Abim- | Jordan in the land of the Amorites, i 
| Gilead. "Moreover, the sons of Ammo! 


elech drew near the door of the tower to 
burn it with fire. 5But a certain woman | crossed the Jordan to war against Judah | 
and Benjamin, with Ephraim. The childre? 


dropped a piece of a millstone upon the 
head of Abimelech and broke his skull. | of Israel suffered severely. VAnd the sons : 
of Israel cried out to the Lord, saying, "= — 


“He quickly cried out to the young man, mA. 
his armor bearer, and said to him, “Draw | have sinned against You, because we have | 
my sword and kill me, lest men say of me, | forsaken God and have served the Baals: 
ʻA woman killed him,” So his young man 11Sọ the Lord said to the sons of Isra% | 
thrust him through, and he died. And | “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptiah | 








9:46 Bethelberith means “the house of Berith,” a temple of a local deity (see also v. 50), . | 
10:1-7 Tola saved (judged) Israel, and Jair helped sustain the forty-five years of peace Israel enjoyed: F 
But Israel fell into idolatry and evil again, and the Lord, for their sake, delivered them into the hands 0 
the Philistines, later to be invaded by the Ammonites (v. 7). The false gods Israel served included Asho 
toreth of Sidon (3Kg 11:5, 33), Baal-peor and Chemosh of Moab (Nm 21:29; 25:3; 3Kg 11:7, 33), Mele S 
(Molech, Milcom) of Ammon (Lv 18:21; 3Kg 11:5, 7, 33), and Dagon and Beelzebub, gods of the me 
Philistines (16:23; 1Kg 5:2-7; 4Kg 1:2-3). Molech was particularly known as a god requiring human sa Ei 
fice (Lv 18:21; 20:2-5; 2Kg 23:10; Jer 32:35). 5 951 o5 i SURA TS a ae 
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and from the Amorites and from the sons 
of Ammon and from the Philistines,t from 


the Sidonians and Amalekites and 
Maonites who oppressed you when you 
cried out to Me, and I delivered you from 
their hand? '°Yet you have forsaken Me 
and served other gods. Therefore I will de- 
liver you no more. '4Go and cry out to the 
gods you have chosen for yourselves; let 
them deliver you in the time of your dis- 


tress.” “And the sons of Israel said to the | 
Lord, “We have sinned! Do to us whatever 


is good in Your eyes; only deliver us this 
day.” 16So they put away the foreign gods 
from among them and served the Lord 


alone. And His soul was grieved by the mis: 


ery of Israel. 

Then the sons of Ammon went up and 
encamped in Gilead. And the sons of Israe! 
assembled together and encamped at the 
lookout. !®And each of the leaders of Gilead 
said to his neighbor, “Who is the man who 
will begin the fight against the sons of Am- 
mon? He shall indeed be head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead.” 


æ Jephthah Takes Command -= 

] ] Now Jephthah the Gileadite- was 

being exalted in power, but he was 
the son of a harlot who bore Jephthah to 
Gilead.t 2Gilead’s wife bore sons, and when 
his wife’s sons grew. up, they drove 
Jephthah out and said to him, “You shall 
have no inheritance in our father’s house, 
for you are the son of another woman.” 
‘Then Jephthah fled before his brothers 
and dwelt in the land of Tob; and vain men 
banded together with Jephthah, and they 
went out with him. 

‘And it came to be that the sons of Am- 
mon made war against Israel, and the el- 
ders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from 
the land of Tob; 5Then they said'to Jeph- 
thah, “Come and be our commander so that 
we may fight against the sons of Ammon.” 
‘So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, 
“Did you not hate me, and expel me from 
my father’ 5 house, and exile me from you? 


Why have you come to me now when you 
are in need?” 7And the elders of Gilead said 
to Jephthah, “That is why we have turned 
again to you now, that you may go with us 
and fight against the sons of Ammon, and 
be our head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead.” "So Jephthah said to the elders of 
Gilead, “If you take me back home to fight 
against the sons of Ammon, and the Lord 
delivers them to me, I shall indeed be your 
head.” "And the elders of Gilead said to 
Jephthah, “The Lord will be a witness be- 
tween us, if we do not act according to your 


| word.” “Then Jephthah went with the el- 


ders of Gilead, and the people made him 
head and commander over them; and Jeph- 


| thah spoke all his: words before the Lord in 


Mizpah.t | 
"Now Jephthah sent messengers to the 
king of the sons of Ammon, saying, “What 
is there between me and you, that you have 
come to fight against me in my land?”t 
'2And the king of the sons of Ammon said 
to the messengers of Jephthah, “It is be- 
cause Israel took away my land when it 
came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon as 
far as the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. Now 
therefore, restore those lands in peace, and 
I will go.” ` | 
_ 138So0 Jephthah again sent messengers to 
the king of the sons.of Ammon tand said 
to him, “Thus says Jephthah, ‘Israel did not 
take away the land of Moab, nor the land of 
the sons of Ammon; for when they came 
up from Egypt, Israel walked through the 
desert as far as the sea of Siph and came to 


Kadesh. '°Then Israel sent messengers to 


the king of Edom, saying, “Please let me 
pass through your land.” But the king of 
Edom would not listen. And they sent to the 
king of Moab, but he would not consent, So 
Israel remained in Kadesh: !7And they went 
along through the desert and circled the 
land of Edom and the land of Moab, having 
come from the rising of the sun to the land 
of Moab, and encamped beyond the Arnon. 
But they did not cross the borders of Ntoab; 





10; 11-16 A powerful account of God extending not donent but mercy to sinners. His Gul was 


oe (see Gn 6:6; Mk 14:34), 
1:1 


$ 10 Mizpah was the place where Iacob and (aban made a covenant (Gn 31 44-49), This shows he! 


-3 Not being the son of Gilead’s wife or even a concubine, Jephthah is thrown out of his home as 
ae Hie of another woman in violation of the law regarding the ftathenass xe 10:18; 14:29) 16: 11; 


| 


elders of Gilead took seriously Jephthah’s appointment to lead them. | aye 
11:11-27 A debate between Jephthah’s messengers and the sons of Amnon over a three-hundred- 
year-old land dispute (v. 25). It is not resolved (v. 27), and a war will: result: © wec >n ioa 























JUDGES II:I8 300 | | 
for the Arnon was the border of Moab. | burnt offering.” 3!So Jephthah advanced to. 
\8Then Israel sent: messengers to Sihon | ward the sons of Ammon to fight against 
king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon; and | them, and the Lord delivered them into his | 
Israel said to him, “Please let us pass | hand. 32And he struck them from Aroer up. | 
through your land into our place.” !9But Si- | til he came to Arnon, twenty cities in num. | 
hon did not trust Israel to pass through his | ber, and as far as Abel Keramim, with wide. 
territory. So Sihon gathered all his people | spread destruction everywhere. Thus the 
together, encamped in Jahaz, and fought | sons of Ammon were subdued before the | 
against ems: 20And the Lord God of Israel | sons of Israel. | 
delivered Sihon and all his people into the | | | 
hand of Israel, and they smote him. Thus Is- roof arhe D aughter of Jeph thah F 
33When Jephthah came to his house at | 


rael inherited all the land of the Amorites, 
Mizpah, behold his daughter came out to | 


who inhabited that country, ?!from_ the , 10 | 
Arnon to the Jabbok and from the desert to | meet him with drums and dances, and she | 
was his only child. He had no-other son or | 


the Jordan. 22And now that the Lord God of | | 
Israel has removed the Amorites from be- | daughter. “4And when he saw her, he tore 
fore His people Israel, should you then in- | his clothes and said, “Ah, ah, my daughter! 
herit it? 22Will you not possess whatever | You have troubled me greatly! It is you who 
Chemosh your god gives you to inherit? | are my trouble! For I have opened my 
And we will inherit everything the Lord our | mouth against you to the Lord, and I can: | 
God removes before us. 24And now, are you | not go back on.it.” So she said to him, “My 
any better than Balak the son of Zippor, | father, if you have opened your mouth to 
king of Moab? Did he ever strive against Is- | the Lord, do to me.as it came from your 
mouth, because the Lord has avenged you 


rael? Did he ever fight against them? 
25While they dwelt in Heshbon and in her | ON your enemies, the sons of Ammon.” 
36Then she said to her father, “Let my fa- | 


borders, in the land of Aroer and in her 
borders, and in all the cities along the | ther do this one thing for me. Leave mè — 
banks of the River Jordan, for three hun- | alone for two months to wander on the | 
dred years, why did you not deliver them | mountains and bewail my virginity along 
within that time? And I have not sinned | with my companions.” 37So he said, “Go.’ 
against you, but you wronged me by fight- And he sent her away for two months; an 
ing against me. May the Lord render judg- | she went with her companions, and be | 
ment today between the sons of Israel and | wailed her virginity on the mountains. 
the sons of Ammon.’ ” 27However, the king | 8And at the end of two months she I® 
of the sons of Ammon did not heed the | turned to her father, and he carried out the 
words Jephthah sent him. vow he vowed, and she knew no man. An 
RE a Se it became a custom in Israelt that thè | 
ig COMM OSS HON usr daughters of Israel went four days ea 
28Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon | year to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead | the Gileadite. 
and Manasseh, and passed by the lookout | EW 
of Gilead: and from Mizpah of Gilead he n. Jephthah Defeats Ephraim > 
advanced beyond the sons of Ammon.t ] Then the men of Ephraim cried U4 
2And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord went by to the north, and said © 
and said, “If You deliver the sons of Ammon | Jephthah, “Why did you pass by to fig f | 
into my hand, then it shall be that who- | against the sons of Ammon and did not ca 
ever first comes out of the doors of my | us to go with you? We will burn your how, 
house to meet me when I return in peace | down’ around: you with fire”t ° h 
Jephthah said to them, “I and my pe0P 


from the children of Ammon, he shall be ‘a 
the Lord’s. I will offer him up for a whole | were engaged in intense fighting with t 








| 





11:28 The Spirit of the Lord descended on Jephthah to do battle against Ammon, making him one of 


the few Old Testament heroes indwelt by the Holy Spirit. i 
11:38, 39 Jephthah’s daughter was an inspiration to the women of Israel, showing her zealous obedi- 
ence to the Lord in life and in death. j rt : 


12:1, 2 Again (see notes at 8:1-3) the men of Ephraim are bypassed in battle, this time against the 09) 
of Ammon: Jephthah asks, Where were you when we needed you against the Ammonites?” (see 10:7 


Ephraim has no answer, and war ensues. f 
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sons of Ammon; and I called you, but you 
did not deliver me from their hands. 3So 
when I saw that you were not a savior, I put 
my life in my hands and passed on to the 
sons of Ammon; and the Lord delivered 
them into my hand. Why then did you come 
to fight against me today?” 

4Now Jephthah gathered together all the 
men of Gilead and went to war against 
Ephraim. Gilead defeated Ephraim), since 
those of Ephraim who escaped said, “You of 


l 


Gilead are in the midst of Ephraim and in the | 


midst of Manasseh.” "Gilead seized the fords 
of the River Jordan needed to enter Ephraim. 
And those of Ephraim who escaped said to 
the men of Gilead, “Let us cross over.” And 
the men of Gilead questioned, “Are you not 
of Ephraim?” If one said, “No,” * *they then 
said to him, “Say the word ‘stachys’!” If he 
was unable to repeat the word in the same 
way, they seized him and killed him at the 
ford of the River Jordan. At that time, forty- 
two thousand from Ephraim fell. — 

7Jephthah judged Israel sixty years. 
Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was 
buried in his city in Gilead. 


«=. Other Judges 7- | 


‘After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged 

Israel. 9He had thirty sons and thirty 
daughters, and he sent away thirty daugh- 
ters in marriage, and brought in thirty 
daughters from without for his sons. He 
judged Israel seven years. Then Ibzan 
died and was buried at Bethlehem. 
_ After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged 
Israel. He judged Israel ten years. !2And 
Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at 
Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

l3After him, Abdon the son of Hillel the 
Pirathonite judged Israel. He had forty 
sons and thirty grandsons, who rode on 


seventy colts. He judged Israel eight years, 


12:5, 6 The men of Gilead give a language test to the Ephraimites, and they fail. The word stachys here 


Se 





JUDGES 13:8 


Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pir- 
athonite died and was buried in Pirathon in 
the land of Ephraim, in the mountains of 
the Amalekites. 


Again the sons of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the Lord, and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of the 
Philistines for forty years.t 


SB. The Birth of Samson -= 


4Now there was a certain man from Zo- 
rah, from the tribe of the family of the Dan- 
ites, whose name was Manoah; and his 
wife was barren and could not give birth. 
“And the Angel of the Lord appeared to the 
woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you 
are barren and have not given birth, but 
you shall conceive a son.t 4Now. therefore, 
be careful. not to drink wine or strong 
drink, and.do not eat anything unclean.t 
>For behold, you are pregnant and shall 
bear a son. And no razor shall come upon 
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to 
God from the womb; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines.”t 

6So the woman went in and told her hus- 


band, saying, “A Man of God came to me, 


and His appearance was like the appear- 


ance of an Angel of God, very frightening. 


But I did not ask Him where He was from, 
and He did not tell me His name. 7And He 
said to me, ‘Behold, you are pregnant and 
Shall bear a son. Now drink no wine or 
strong drink, and do not eat anything un- 
clean, for the child shall be holy to God 
from the womb to the day of his death’ ” 


| ’Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, 


“Lord Adonai, please let the Man of God 
whom You sent come to us again and teach 
us what we shall do for the child who will 


be born”  —_ 





is Greek for the Hebrew “shibboleth”; both mean “ear of corn.” It was the “sh” sound the Ephraimites 


could not pronounce, 


13:1 Despite God's continued faithfulness, the sons of Israel still apostatize, a pattern repeated 


throughout the Book of Judges. 


13:3 After forty years of bondage for Israel, God made known His plans through His Angel to deliver 
Israel by means of a special son born to a barren woman—as also happened with Sarah (Gn 16:1), Re- 
bekah (Gn 25:21), Hannah (1Kg 1:2-28), and Elizabeth (Lk 1:7). 

13:4-7 Nazirite is derived from the Hebrew nazir, “consecrated,” “dedicated.” The one making a 
Nazirite vow (see Nm 6:2; Am 2:11, 12; 1Kg 1:11; Lk 1:15) refrains from strong drink, eating unclean 


things, and cutting the hair. 


13:5 Samson was a Nazirite unto God from the womb, as we 


re the prophet Samuel (1Kg 1:11) and John 


the Baptist (Lk 1:15). Samson would begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines, a work carried further by 


Samuel, Saul, and King David. : 





JUDGES 13:9 
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%And God listened to the voice of 
Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the 
woman again as she was sitting in the field, 
but Manoah her husband was not with her. 
\0Then the woman ran in haste and told her 
husband, and said to him, “Look, the Man 


who came to me the other day has just now | 


appeared to me!” !!So Manoah arose: and 
followed his wife. When he came to the 
Man, he said to Him, “Are You the Man who 
spoke to my wife?” And the Angel said, “I 
am.” Manoah said, “Now let Your words 
come to pass! What is to be the decision re- 
garding the boy and his activities?” 

350 the Angel of the Lord said to 


Manoah, “The woman will guard herself | 
from everything I have told her: 4She may | 


not eat anything that comes from thé vine 
of wine, and let her not drink wine or simi- 
lar strong drink, nor eat anything unclean. 
All that I commanded her, let her observe.” 
lSThen Manoah said to the Angel of the 
Lord, “Let us delay You here, and we will 
prepare a young goat for You.” !®And the 
Angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Though 
you delay me, I will not eat your bread. But 
if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer 
it to the Lord”; for Manoah did not know he 
was the Angel of the Lord. "Then Manoah 


name, so when Your words come to pass we 
may honor You?” !8And the Angel of the 
Lord said to him, “Why do you ask My 
name, is it extraordinary?” 

'9S0 Manoah took the young goat and 
the sacrifice, and offered it upon the rock to 
the Lord. And the Angel wrought a distinct 


work, while Manoah and his wife were | 


looking on, 20And it so happened when the 
flame went up above the altar toward 
heaven, that the Angel of the Lord as- 
cended in the flame of the altar. When 
Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell 
upon their faces to the ground. 2!When the 
Angel of the Lord appeared no more to 
Manoah and his wife, Manoah knew this to 
be the Angel of the Lord, 22And Manoah 
said to his wife, “We shall surely die, be- 


cause we have seen God!” 23But his wife. 


said to him, “If the Lord had desired to kill 











us, He would not have accepted a burnt of. 
fering and a meat.offering from our hands, 


| nor would He have shown us all these | 


things, nor would He have made us hear | 


such things as these at this time.” 

> 24So0 the woman bore ason and called his 
name Samson; and the child grew, and the 
Lord blessed him. 25And the Spirit of the 
Lord began to proceed out with him at the 
camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaolt 


-™, Samson Takes a Philistine Wife 7 


and saw a woman in Jimnah of the 


| | daughters of the foreigners. t 2So he went 


up and told his father and mother, saying, 
“I have seen a woman in Timnah of the 
daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, 
get her for me as a wife.” 3Then his father 
and mother said to him, “Are there not 
daughters of your brethren, or a woman 
among all my people? Must you go and get 
a wife from the uncircumcised foreigners” 
And Samson said to his father, “Get her for 
me, for she is right in my eyes.” 

‘But his father and mother did not know 
that it was of the Lord—that He was seek- 
ing vengeance against the Philistines. For 
at that time the Philistines had dominion 


j | r Is | K Ig | | Tim- 
said to the Angel of the Lord, “What isYour | oor. wiry, So Samson went down to 


nah with his father and mother and came 
to the vineyards of Timnah. And behold, A 
young lion came roaring against him.’ 
®And the Spirit of the Lord leapt upon Sam- 
son, and he tore the lion apart as one woule 
have torn apart a young goat, though he 
had nothing in his hands. But he did not tel 
his father or his mother what he had done. 
7Then they went down and talked with 
the woman, and she was pleasing to Sam- 
son’s eyes. “After a few days, when he rë- 
turned to get her, he turned aside to see thé 


carcass of the lion. And behold, a swarm af 


bees and some honey were in the mou 


the lion. "He took some of it in his hands 


and went along, eating, When he came t0 


his father and mother, he gave some t 


them, and they also ate, But he did not tol 
them that he had taken the honey out of thé 
mouth of the lion, . 

So his father went down to the woman 


13:25 Not, only does the Angel; of the Lord prophesy Samson's birth and calling, but the Spit of the 


Lord attends his life. . 


14:1-5 Samson’s desire to marry a woman of the Philistines bore ill fruit. The woman was'more e faithful 


to her own people than to him (see vy, 15-18). 


14:5-9 St. Ephraim the Syrian writes that Christ, prefigured in SASON aiso "tore the lion, an n image ot 


death . 


. and caused to go forth from his bitterness the sweetness of life for men.” 





Now Samson went down to Timnah, | 








— ——-— 


And Samson gave a party there for seven 
days, aS young men do. !!And when they 
saw him, they brought thirty guests and 
they were with him. Then Samson said to 
them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If you can 
correctly solve and explain it to me within 
the seven days of the party, then I will give 
you thirty linen garments ‘and thirty 
changes of clothing. !*But if you cannot ex- 
plain it to me, then you shall give me thirty 
linen cloths and thirty changes of clothing.” 
And they said to him, “Tell the riddle: let us 
hear it.” 

l4And he said to them: 














“What meat comes forth from the eater, 
And from the strong, sweetness?” 


| 


But three days passed by and they could : 
not explain the riddle. eee || 

‘But on the fourth day they said to Sam- | 
son's wife, “Now trick your husband so that | 
he explains the riddle to you, or else we will | 
burn you and your father’s house with fire. 
Did you invite us to do us violence?” !6Then 
Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, 
“You hate me! You do not love me! You told 
the sons of my people a riddle, but you have 
not explained it to me.” And Samson said to 
her, “If I have not explained it to my father 
or my mother, why should I explain it to 
you?” Now she wept before him for seven 
days while their wedding banquet lasted. 
And on the seventh day he told her, be- 
Cause she annoyed him so much. Then she 
explained the riddle to the sons of her peo- 
ple. !8And the men of the city said to him on 
the seventh day before the sun rose: 


“What is sweeter than honey? 
What is stronger than a lion?” 


And Samson said to them: 


“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have come to learn my 
riddle!”t 


“Then the Spirit of the Lord leapt upon 
him, and he went down to Ashkelon and 
Struck thirty of their men, took their ap- 
parel, and gave the changes of clothing to 
those who had explained the riddle. So 











14:18 As with many riddles, once the answer was given 
oe | will do mischief among them (v. 3) signals the 
chapter of “an eye for an eye” (see Ex 21:23-25). Samson finally prevails over the Philistines. ` 


JOUER a | 





back up to his father’s house. 289And the 


wife of Samson was given to one of his 
companions, one whom he called friend. 
] Soon after these days, in the days of 

the wheat harvest, Samson visited 
his wife with a young goat. And he said, “I 


will go to my wife in her private chamber.” 


But her father would not permit him to 


enter.t 2Her father said, “I thought that you 


thoroughly hated her; therefore I gave her 
to one of your friends. Is not her younger 
sister better than she? Please, take her 
instead.” 


æ Samson Decimates the Philistines .= 
3And Samson said to them, “This once I 
Shall be blameless regarding the Phi- 
listines, for I will do mischief among them!” 
tThen Samson went and caught three hun- 
dred foxes; and he took torches, turned the 
foxes tail to tail, and put a torch between 
each pair of tails, and tied it. 5When he had 
set the torches on fire, he sent the foxes out 
into the standing grain of the Philistines, 
and they burned from the threshing floor 
even to the standing grain, as far as the 
vineyard and olive groves. 

6Then the Philistines said, “Who did 
this?” And they answered, “Samson, the 
son-in-law of the Timnite, because he took 
his wife and gave her to one of his friends.” 
So the Philistines came up and burned her 
and her father with fire. "Samson said to 
them, “Whereas you dealt thus with her, 
surely I will take revenge upon you for a 
month and I will finally stop.” 8So he struck 
them upon the thigh of the leg with a great 
blow, Afterward he went down and dwelt in 
a cave at the rock of Etam. 

"Now the Philistines went up and en- 
camped in Judah, and they spread. out 
across Levi, And the men of Judah said, 
“Why have you come up against us?” So the 
Philistines answered, “We have come up to 
bind Samson, to do to him as he has done 
to us.” ''Then three thousand men of Judah 
went down to the cave at the rock of Etam 
and said to Samson, “Do you not know that 
the Philistines rule over us? Why did you do 
this to us?” And Sampson said to them, “As 
they did to me, so I have done to them.” 


It was obvious (Ps 19:10; 118:103; Pr 30:30), . 3y 
beginning of the back-and-forth revenge in this 
hi 


a a 
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‘But they said to him, “We have come | the gate of the city. They were quiet aj 
down to bind you so that we may deliver | night, saying, “Let us wait until dawn, ang 
you to the Philistines.” Then Samson said | we will kill him.”t Samson slept till mig. 
to them, “Swear to me that you will not kill | night and rose up, and at midnight he took 
me yourselves.” !%So they spoke to him, | hold.of the doors of the gate of the city with 
saying, “No, but we will bind you securely | the two gateposts, and lifted them up with 
and deliver you into their hand; but we will | the bar, and placed them on his shoulders 
surely not put you to death.” And they | He then carried them to the top of the 
bound him with two new ropes and | mountain facing Hebron, and he set them 
brought him up from that. rock. When | there. | 
they came to Lehi, the Philistines wailed 4Sometime thereafter, he came to lovea | 
loudly and ran to engage him. But the | woman in. Alsorech whose name was 
Spirit of the Lord leapt upon him, and the | Delilah.t 5And the leaders of the Philistines 
ropes on his arms became like flax burned | came up to her and said to her, “Irick him 
with fire, and his bonds fell away from his | and find out where his great strength lies. 
hands. He found the jawbone of an ass | Learn by what means we may overpower 
that had been cast aside, and he reached | him, so that we may bind him and humble 
out and took it, and struck a thousand men | him. If you do, every one of us will give you 
with it. }°Then Samson said: eleven hundred, pieces of silver.” So 
Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me 
where your great strength lies, and with 
what you can be bound that you may be 
subdued and controlled.” | 

7And Samson said to her, “If they bind 
| | me with seven damp cords, not yet spoiled, 

'7And so when he had finished speaking, | then I shall become weak and be like any 
he threw the jawbone from his hand, and | Other man.” 8So the leaders of the | 
called that place the Ramath Lehi. '8Then | Philistines brought her seven damp cords | 
he became exceedingly thirsty, and wept | not yet spoiled, and she bound him with | 
before the Lord and said, “You were well- | them. “And with her in the private cham- 
pleased to grant this great deliverance by | ber, an ambush was set, And she said t0 
the hand of Your servant; and now I shall | him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon- 
die of thirst and fall into the hand of the un- | you!” But he broke the cords as if someon? 
circumcised.”t 19And God broke open a hol- | Should break a thread of flax when ! 
low in the ground, and out from it water | touches the fire. Thus the secret of MS 
came forth, and he drank. His spirit re- | Strength remained unknown. | 
turned and he was revived. Therefore he | VThen Delilah said to Samson, “Indeed 
called it “the Spring of the One Who | You deceived me and told me lies. NO 
Called,” which is in Lehi to this day, 2°And | therefore, tell me what you may be bout 
in the days of the Philistines, he judged Is- | With.” ''So he said to her, “If they bind ™ , 
rael twenty years. securely with new ropes that have neve, 
been used, then I shall become weak me 
be like any other man.” !*Therefore Delila 
took new ropes and bound him with then 
and those in ambush came out of the P? 
vate chamber, and she said to him, Keg’ 
son, the Philistines are upon you!” Bul i 
broke them off his arms like thread. ” 





m A a e 


“With the jawbone of an ass | utterly 
destroyed them, 
For with the jawbone of an-ass I struck | 
down a thousand men!” . 














-™ Samson and Delilah m~ 


{| Now Samson went to Gaza and saw 

a harlot there, and went in to her. 
4When someone told the Gazites, saying, 
“Samson has come here!” they surrounded 
the place and lay in wait for him all night at 





15:18, 19 For all Samson’s strength, he nearly died of thirst. Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to Me and drink” (Jn 7:37). Even the strong are utterly dependent on God, who by a miracle provid“ | 
water. | sa 
16:2, 3 Since the gate of the city was locked by night, the Gazites assumed all was well until dawn: 
Samson awoke at midnight, tore down the doors, and carried them to Hebron—a distance of ove" 
thirty miles. i Nec rea 
16:4 Alsorech is the valley of Sorek. Delilah, though we are not told, presumably was a Philistine- sa 
son’s love for her for a time proved stronger than his call from God to deliver Israel (13:5), and brug 
him down (16:15-17) = = ete E | > cn ta Ta 





Delilah said to Samson, “Indeed! You have 
mocked me and told me lies. Tell me, I en- 
treat you, with what can you be tightly 
bound?” 

And he said to her, “If you weave the 
seven locks of my head into a braid, and se- 
cure them together with a wall peg, I will 
be weak like any other man.” !4And so it 
happened when he was asleep, Delilah 
braided the seven locks of his head and se- 
cured them with a wall peg, and said to 
him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon 
you!” And he awoke from his sleep, and 
pulled out the peg. 

Then Delilah said to Samson, “How 
can you Say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart 
is not with me? You deceived me a third 
time; and you have not yet told me where 
your great strength lies.” !*And it came to 
pass, after she pestered him continually 
with her words and pressured him sorely, 
that his spirit failed him almost to death. 
Then he told her everything in his heart, 
and said to her, “No razor has ever come 
upon my head, for I have been a-holy one 
of God from my mother’s womb. If I am 
shaven, then my strength will leave me, 
and I shall become weak and be like all 
other men.” 

'SAnd Delilah discerned he told her all 
his heart, and she sent and called for the 
leaders of the Philistines, saying, “Come up 
once more, for he told me all his heart.” So 
the leaders of the foreigners went to her 
and brought the money in their hands. 
‘Delilah lulled Samson to sleep on her 
knees, and called for a man, and had him 
shave off the seven locks of his head. Thus 
she could finally subdue and control him, 
for his strength departed from him. 2°And 
Delilah said, “Samson, the Philistines are 
upon you!” So he awoke from his sleep and 
Said, “I will go out as before, and shake my- 
Self free.” But he did not know that the Lord 
had departed from him. 2!Then the Phi- 
listines took him and put out his eyes, and 


brought him down to Gaza. They bound 


him with fetters of bronze; and he was 
grinding grain in the prison house. 


ALA 








__ JUDGES 16:31 
= Death of Samson 7- 
42Soon the hair of his head began to 


grow as before it was shaven. 22And the 
leaders of the Philistines met to offer a 








| great sacrifice to their god Dagon and to 


make merry. And they said, “Our god deliv- 
ered our enemy, Samson, into our hands.”t 
“When the people saw Samson, they 


praised their god; for they said, “Our god 


has delivered into our hands our enemy, 
the destroyer of our land; the one who mul- 
tiplied our dead.” 25And when their heart 
was merry, they said, “Call Samson out of 
the guard house, and let him play before 
us.” So they called Samson from the prison 


| house, and he played before them. And 


they slapped him and stationed him be- 


tween the pillars.t Then Samson said to 
| tne young man who held him by the hand, 


“Let me feel the pillars that support the 
house, so that I can lean on them.” 27Now 
the house was full of men and women, in- 
cluding all the leaders of the Philistines, 
with about seven hundred men and women 
on the roof watching while Samson 
played. 

“Then Samson wept before the Lord, 


| Saying, “Lord, my Lord, remember me now. 


O God, strengthen me just this once so I 
may with one blow take vengeance on the 
Philistines for my two eyes.” 22And Sam- 
son took hold of the two pillars of the 
house, the very two which held up the 
house, and he leaned himself against them. 
He grasped one with his right hand and 
the other with his left, Xand then Samson 


said, “Let my life end with the Philistines.” 


And with all his strength, he pushed on the 
pillars, and the house came crashing down 
on the leaders and all the people in it. In 
his dying, Samson caused more people to 
die than were brought to death in his life. 
3l1And his brothers and all his father’s 
household came there and took him. They 
brought him up and buried him between 
Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his fa- 
ther Manoah. He judged Israel for twenty 
years. 


16:23-30 St. Irenaeus writes on this passage: “The lad who guided Samson by the hand (v. 26) typifies 
John the Baptist, who showed to the people the faith in Christ. And the house in which they were as- 
sembled signifies the world, in which dwell the various heathen and unbelieving nations, offering sacri- 
fice to the idols. Moreover, the two pillars are the two covenants. Samson leaning himself upon the 
pillars indicates this: that the people, when instructed, recognized the mystery of Christ." 

16:25 The phrase let him play before us likely refers to their request that he do tricks only a strong man 


Could do, 
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JUDGES 17:1 


œ The Idolatry of Micah ~> 
] 7 Now there was a man from Mount 
Ephraim whose name was Micah.t 
2And he said to his mother, “The eleven 
hundred shekels of silver you took for 
yourself, and about which you cursed me 
and spoke it in my ears, behold the silver is 
with me; I took it.” And his mother said, 
“Blessed be my son of the Lord.” And he 
returned the eleven hundred shekels of sil- 
ver to his mother, and his mother said, “I 
consecrated the silver to the Lord out of my 
hand, for my son to make a carved and a 
molten image; and now I will, restore it to 
you.” 4Micah returned the. silver to his 
mother, and his mother took two hundred 
pieces of silver and gave them to the silver- 
smith, who made it inte a carved and 
molten image. it was-in Micah’s house; 
5And to-him, the house of Micah was a 
house of God, and he made an ephod and 
idols; and he consecrated one of his. sons, 
and to him he became his priest. “In. those 
days there was no king in !srael; everyone 

did what was right in his own eyes. 
7There was a young man from Bethle- 
hem of the family of Judah, who was a 
Levite, sojourning there.t And the man de- 
parted from the city of Bethlehem in Judah 
to journey to wherever he could find a 
place. As he made his way, he came as far 
as Mount Ephraim and to the house of 
Micah. 9And Micah said to him, “Where do 
you come from?” So he said to him, “I am a 
Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am 
journeying to wherever I might find a 
place.” !°Micah said to him, “Dwell with me 
and be a father and a priest to me, and | 
will give you ten pieces of silver a day, a 





TOG- — 
change of clothes, and all your living | 








needs.” So the Levite entered. ''He began tg | 


dwell with the man, and the young man be. 
came like one of his sons to him. $ø 
Micah consecrated the Levite, and to him 
he became his priest, and he took his-place 
in the house of Micah. Then Micah said, 
“Now I know the Lord will be good to me, 
since a Levite has become my priest!” 


-æ Dan Embraces Micah’s Idols -=> 


Israel. And in those days, the tribe 


In those days there was no king in | 


of Dan sought for itself an inheritance to 


inhabit, because no inheritance had be- 
fallen it until that day in the midst of the 
tribes of Israel.t 2So the sons of Dan sent 


five men of their family from their territory, | 


sons of valor from Zorah and Eshtaol, to 
spy upon the land and to search it out. They 
said to them, “Go, search the land.” And 
they went as far as Mount Ephraim, to the 
house of Micah, and there they lodged. 


3While ‘at the house of Micah, they recog- 


nized the voice of the young Levite. They 
turned toward him and said to him, “Who 
brought you here? What are you doing in 
this place? What do you have here?”t 

4He said to them, “This is what Micah did 
for me. He hired me and I became his 
priest.” 5So they said to him, “Ask now of 
God, so we may know if we will be success 


ful on our journey that we go on.”t 6And the 


priest said to them, “Go in peace. The way 
in which you go is before the Lord.”t 

7So the five men departed and came t0 
Laish. Here they saw the people in the 
midst of it, dwelling securely, as the affairs 


of the Sidonians were quiet. Here no one 


| 
| 


17:1-6 Through the mother of Micah we see that the overall importance of the tabernacle and the LAN 
of God it upheld was almost forgotten at this point in time. This is confirmed by the words everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes (v. 6). The impression is reinforced by the mother having a ca 

and molten image or idol (v. 4), as well as by Micah, who stole from his own mother, anointing one ° 
his own sons as priest and clothing him with an ephod (v. 5), believing his own home was a house ° 


God. l 


17:7-13 The young Levite gives indication of the diminished state of the tribe of Levi. It was scattered 
no longer centered in the tabernacle, and likely not keeping the rule of worship, including the sacrifice’ 


and offerings. 


18:1, 2 The tribe of Dan was unsuccessful in controlling its inheritance. So five spies went out to search 
for a place to settle. The reference to no king indicates Dan no longer honored the Lord as their King: 
They went off on their own to take land, even if they had to steal it from other tribes of Israel. 


18:3 The spies recognized the voice of the priest. Perhaps they knew the young Levite from Bethlehem 
- we | 


(17:1) or recognized his dialect. | 


18:5 The use of the word God instead of Lord shows awareness of the covenant—and their violation ot 2 


it. i 


gers. 


18:6 Without the Lord's guiding Spirit, Micah’s priest was an easy target, unaware of the looming dar 










307 — JUDGES 19:1 





was perverting or shaming people or | and molten image and came into the midst 
events in the land. There were no heirs ex- | of the people. 2!Then they turned and de- 
torting- treasures; and the land was far | parted, putting the children, the livestock, 
from the Sidonians, with no ties of mutu- | and the baggage in front of them. When 
ality between them. 8And. the five men | they had traveled far from the house of 
came back to their brethren at Zorah and | Micah; behold Micah and the men in the 
Eshtaol and said to their brethren, “Why | houses near the house of Micah cried out 
do you sit, preparing for nothing?’ And | and overtook the sons of Dan. And the 
they- said, “Arise, let us» go up, against | sons of Dan turned their face and said to 
them, for we have seen the land, and in- | Micah, “What is the matter with you that 
deed it is very good, yet you are unmoti- | you cry out?” Micah responded, “Because 
vated. Do not delay: Go and enter the land | you took away the carved image which | 
to possess it. !°When you go, you will meet | made, cand my. priest, and left: What re- 
a people at peace, and the land ‘is exten- | mains for me? How is it you can say to me, 
sive, for God has given it-into your hands, | ‘Why do: you cry out?’ ” 
a place where there is nothing lacking:in | »25And the sons of Dan said to him, “Do 
the land.” not let your voice be heard among us, lest 

llAnd six hundred men of the family of | men bitter in soul fall upon us and take 
Dan, armed with weapons of war, departed | away your life and the lives of your house- 
from Zorah and Eshtaol.t They went.up | hold!’ 2°Then the sons of Dan went their 
and encamped in Kirjath Jearim in Judah. | way. And when Micah saw they were far 
Therefore they: call that place the camp of | stronger than himself, he turned back to- 
Dan to this day. There it is, behind Kirjath | ward his house.t 
Jearim. And they passed from there to 27S0 the sons. of Dan took what Micah 
Mount Ephraim and came to the house of | had made, and the priest who was with 
Micah. !4Then the five men who had spied | him, and they came to Laish, to a people 
upon the country of Laish spoke and said | quiet and secure, and: they struck them 
to their brethren, “Do you know that in this | with the edge of the sword and burned the 
house there is an ephod, idols, and a carved | city with fire. 22There was no deliverer, for 
and molten image? Therefore, consider | the city was far from the Sidonians, and no 
what you should do.” '§So they turned aside | agreements of mutuality. It is in the valley 
there and went into where the young Levite | of the house of Rahab, and they restored 
man stayed—into the house of Micah. In | the city and dwelt in it. And they called 
peace, they asked how he was. !*The six | the city Dan, after Dan their father, who 
hundred men armed with their weapons of | was born to Israel. Formerly; the city was 
war, who were of the sons of Dan, re- | named Laish. 
mained standing by the door of the gate: | 30Then the sons of Dan set up for them- 

‘7Then the five men who had spied upon | selves the carved image; and Jonathan the 
the land went up, !8and they entered the | son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and 
house of Micah. The priest stood up as they | his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan un- 
took the carved image, the ephod, the idols, | til the day of exile for the nation. *!So they 
and the molded image, and said to them, | set up for themselves, for as long as the 
“The priest asks what are you doing?” | house of God was in Shiloh, the carved im- 
wand they said to him, “Be silent, put your | age Micah made.t 

and over your mouth, and come with us; NM evita Takacia Caneuhineess 


and be a father and a priest to us, Is it bet- | ~ 
} And it was so in the days when 





ter for you to be a priest to the household of | 
there was no king in Israel, there 


one man, or to be a priest to a tribe and | 4 | | | 
house for a family of Israel?”t was a certain Levite sojourning on the 
lower slopes of Mount Ephraim. He took 


“The heart of the priest was glad, and he 
took the ephod, the idols, and the carved | for himself a concubine from Bethlehem i in 








18:11 The six hundred men shows the nnan weakness of the o of Dan. 

18:19, 20 The priest was not forced or coerced. He was glad to be moving on to a langer assignment. 
18:26 The thief Micah had been outdone by the greater thieves of Dan. ' 

18:31 No longer obeying the covenant or having contact with God's people, thev set BUR for themselves 
their own experimental worship. | 
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Judah,t 2but his concubine left him and 
returned to the house of her father, to 
Bethlehem in Judah. She remained there 
for four months.t $Then her husband arose 


and sought after her, to speak kindly to her 


and win her back to himself. His young ser- 
vant and a pair of asses were with him. So 
She brought him into her father’s house, 
and when her father saw him, he was well- 
pleased to meet him. 4Now his father-in- 
law, the father of the young woman, 
delayed him, and he stayed with him for 
three days. And they ate and drank and 
lodged there.t ‘Then on the fourth day, they 
arose early in the morning to depart; bui 
the young woman’s father said to his son- 
in-law, “Strengthen your heart with a 
morsel of bread, and afterward go your 
way.” 

6So he sat down, and the two of them ate 


and drank together. Then the young | 


woman’s father said to the man, “Please 
come lodge here, and let your heart be 
merry.” ‘And when the man stood to de- 
part, his father-in-law urged him, so he sat 
and lodged there again. Then- on the fifth 
day, he arose early in the morning to :de- 
part, but the father of the young woman 
said, “Please, strengthen your heart and 
camp here until the day starts to wane,” 
and the two men ate a meal together. And 
when the man stood to depart—he and his 
concubine and his servant—his  father-in- 
law, the father of the young woman, said 
to him, “Look, the day is now drawing to- 
ward evening: please spend the night. See, 
the day is coming to an end: lodge here 
that your heart may be merry, and tomor- 
row go your way early, so that you may get 
home.” 

“However, the man was not willing to 
spend that night, So he rose and departed, 
and came to a place opposite Jebus—that 
is, Jerusalem. There with him were the two 
saddled donkeys and his concubine. !!They 
had come as far as Jebus, and the day was 
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his master, “Come, let us turn aside into 
this city of the Jebusites and lodge in it 


turn aside into a foreign city where there 
are no sons of Israel. We will go onward as 
far as Gibeah.” !3So he said to his young 
servant, “Come, let us draw near to one of 
these places and lodge in Gibeah or in 
Ramah.” !4And they passed by and went on 
their way. The sun went down on them near 
Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin. 
lSThere they turned aside to find lodging in 
Gibeah. And when he went in; he sat down 
in the open square of the city, and there 
was not a man who would take them into 
| his house to lodge. | 

| '6And behold, an old man came in from 
| his work in the field at evening. He was 
| from Mount Ephraim and he sojourned in 
Gibeah. The men of this place were sons of 
Benjamin. And his eyes looked upward, 
and he saw the traveler in the street of the 
city. The old man said to him, “Where are 
you going, and where do you come from?” 
I8So he said to him, “We are passing from 
Bethlehem in Judah toward the lower 
Slopes of Mount Ephraim. I am from there 
and I traveled as far as Bethlehem of Ju- 
dah. But there is no man to take me into his 
house, !“yet we have straw and food for our 


Ne 


eram 


far advanced, and the young servant said to 


'4But his master said to him, “We will not | 


donkeys, and bread and wine for me and | 


my handmaid, and for the young man with 
your servant. There is no lack of anything: 
40And the old man said, “Peace be with 
you. And let all your needs be upon mê. 
only do not lodge in the open street.” 2!S° 
he brought him into his house and made â 
place for the asses. And they washed thel! 
feet, and ate and drank. 
22As they were comforting their heart 
men of the city, sons of lawlessness, SU“ 
rounded the house and beat on the doo! 
They spoke to the master of the house, thé 
old man, saying, “Bring out the man wh? 
entered your house, that we may knoW 


19:1 The people of Israel had fallen far in these days when there was no king. There was sexual perver 


sion (19:22-28), The commandments of the Law were forgotten or overlooked (17:6; 21:25). Their lead 
ership was failing, 

19:2 To “play the harlot” or take a concubine was an expression typically used to paint a prophetic pic: 
ture of people following false gods, often Baal, whose followers often became involved in extreme Se 
ual misconduct (Hos 4:1-6; Jer 3:1, 8; Ezk 16:41; 23:44). 

19:4 The people of Israel, even in apostasy, still believed they had sacred obligations toward anyone 
they considered their quest. 
19:11 This city of the Jebusites was not considered part and parcel of 


Israel, and yet a person from 
israel might find safety here. | 
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him!” *8But the man, the master of the 
house, went out to them and said to them, 
“No, my brethren! I beg you, do not act so 
wickedly! Seeing this man has come into 
my house, do not commit this foolishness. 
“Look, here is my virgin daughter and the 
man’s concubine; I will lead them out now. 
Subdue and control them, do with them 
what is good in your eyes; but to this man 
do not do such a thoughtless thing!”t 

But the men were not inclined to heed 
him. So the man took his concubine and 
brought her out to them. And they knew 
her and abused her all night until morning; 
and when dawn came, they let. her go. 
““And toward-dawn, the woman came and 
fell down at the door of the man’s house 
where her master was; till there was day- 
light. 27When her master arose in the morn- 
ing and opened the doors of the house, and 
went out to go his way, there was his con- 
cubine, fallen at the door of the house with 
her hands on the threshold. 28And he said 
to her, “Get up and let us be going.” But she 
did not answer, for she was dead. He car- 
ried her upon his ass and went to his place. 

4IJThen he took a sword, laid hold of his 
concubine, and divided her into twelve 
pieces. He sent the twelve pieces through- 
out all the tribes of Israel. And it was so, 
that everyone who saw it said, “A day such 














as this has never happened nor been seen 


from the day the children of Israel were 
brought out of the land of Egypt until this 
day. Take counsel amongst yourselves and 
proclaim your findings!” | 


s. Israel Wars with the Benjamites > 
2 All the children of Israel came out; 

all the congregation from Dan 
including Bersabee, and from the land of 
Galaad to the Lord at Mizpah, gathered as 
one man,t 2And all the tribes of Israel stood 
before the Lord in the assembly of the peo- 
ple of God, four hundred thousand foot sol- 
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19:22, 23 The sons of lawlessness in the Hebrew text is “sons of Belial," which means “worthless men“ 
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diers who drew the sword. 3Now the sons of 
Benjamin heard that the sons of Israel had 
gone up to Mizpah. 

Then the sons of Israel came and said, 
“Tell us where this wicked deed hap- 
pened?” tSo the Levite man, the husband of 
the woman murdered, answered and said. 
“My concubine and I went into Gibeah of 
Benjamin to lodge. >And that night, the 
men of Gibeah rose against me and sur- 
rounded the house. They intended to kill 
me, but instead they raped my concubine, 
and as a result she died. ®So'l laid hold of 
my concubine and divided her in pieces, 
and because they committed lewdness and 
outrage in Israel, I sent her throughout all 
the territory of the inheritance of the chil- 
dren of Israel. ‘Look! You are all children of 








| Israel; consider and take counsel here 


among yourselves.” 

"8S0 all the people arose as one man, say- 
ing, “None of us will go back to his tent, nor 
will any turn back to his house.t Instead, 
this is what is to be done to Gibeah: we will 
gO 'up against it by lot. "Moreover, we will 
take ten men out of every hundred through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of 
every thousand, and a thousand out of 
every ten thousand, to make provisions for 
the people to entice them to come to 
Gibeah in Benjamin, and then do to it all 
the vileness which it did in Israel.” So all 


| the men of Israel gathered in the city as one 


man. 

2Then the tribes of Israel sent men 
throughout all the tribe of Benjamin, say- 
ing, “What is this wickedness that has oc- 
curred among you?t '3Now therefore, de- 
liver up the men, the sons of lawlessness in 
Gibeah, so that we may put them to death 
and put away the evil from Israel!” But the 
sons of Benjamin were not pleased to hear 
the voice of their brethren, the sons of 
Israel. “Instead, the sons of Benjamin 


(see 2Co 6:15, and Rom 1:26-27). This gruesome account is similar to that of Lot and the men of Sodom 


(Gn 19:1-4), 


19:24-30 So vile were homosexual acts in this culture, the concubine was offered. The woman met an 
Obscene death, a tragic breach of the covenant. The twelve pieces of her remains were likely sent, one 


each, to the twelve tribes of Israel. 


20:1-3 The children of Israel came together as one man to stand before the Lord. They gathered at 
Mizpah, “a place sf watching” (1Kg 7:5, 16; 10:17). The purpose of the gathering was to confront the | 


wicked deed of rape and murder ( 19:25-28). 


20:8-11 The verdict was by council, unanimous, and they carried out their decision in unity. i 
20:12, 13 The Benjamites were offered the opportunity to turn over the sons of lawlessness in order to 


avoid war and to put away the evil from Israel (Dt 17:12), but they refused. 


O 
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gathered together from ‘their cities to 
Gibeah, to go into battle against the sons of 
Israel. 5And from their cities at that time, 
the sons of Benjamin numbered twenty- 
three thousand men who drew. the sword, 
not including the inhabitants of Gibeah, 
who numbered seven hundred select men — 
‘from all this people who could use both 
hands. All these could sling a stone at a 
hair and not miss. The men of Israel, ex- 
cluding Benjamin, numbered four hundred 
thousand. men who drew the sword: all of 
these were men of war. 

'8Then the sons of Israel arose and went 
up to Bethel to inquire of God, They said, | 
“Which of us shall first go; up to battle 
against the sons of Benjamin?” The Lord 
said, “Judah, as leader, will go up first.’t 
19So0 the sons of Israel rose in the ‘early 
morning and encamped against Gibeah. | 
20And all the men of Israel went out to bat- | 
tle against Benjamin, and they engaged 
them at Gibeah. 2!Then the sons of Ben- 
jamin came out of Gibeah, and on that day 
in Israel Benjamin cut down to the ground 
twenty-two thousand men of the Israelites: 

2 And the men of Israel regrouped and 
again engaged in battle at the place where 
they engaged on the first day. Then the 
sons of Israel went up and wept before the 
Lord until evening, and asked’ counsel of 
the Lord, saying, “Shall we again draw near 
for battle against the sons of Benjamin, our 
brothers?” And the Lord said, “Go. up 
against them.” 

44S0 the sons of Israel went out to wage 
war against the sons of Benjamin on the 
second day. And the sons of Benjamin 
went out to meet those from Gibeah on the 
second day, and cut down to the ground 
eighteen thousand more of the sons of Is- 
rael; all these drew the sword, 2°Then all 
the sons of Israel and all the people went 
up and came to Bethel and wept, They sat 
there before the Lord and fasted that day 
until evening, and they offered burnt offer- 











ings and pure offerings before the Lord,t | 


27hecause the ark of the covenant of God 


20:18 They traveled to Bethel (Gn 28:19-22) to inquire of God because the ark of the covenant had 


been moved there (v. 27), 





was there in those days. In those days, 
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Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron, stood before it. And the sons of Jg. 
rael asked the Lord, saying, “Shall we ye | 
again go out to battle against the sons of | 
Benjamin, our brothers, or shall we cease» 
And the Lord said, “Go up, for tomorrow | 
will deliver them into your hands.”t — | 
Then the sons’ of Israel positioned | 
themselves for an ambush round about | 
Gibeah. *°And the sons of Israel went up 
against the sons of Benjamin on the third 
day, and arrayed themselves against 
Gibeah as before. 3!So all the sons of Ben- 
jamin went out to meet the people, leaving 
the city empty. As they did before, they be- 
gan to strike down and kill some of the 
people, about thirty men of Israel—on the 
roads, one heading to Bethel and the other 
to Gibeah—and in the field. 32And the sons 
of Benjamin said, “As the first time, they 
are falling before us.” 5 
But the sons of Israel said, “Let us flee so 
as to draw them out from the city onto the 
roads.” And so they did. 8So every man 
rose up from his place and united together 
at Baal Tamar. And the men of Israel burst 
forth from their position of ambush al 
Maaragabeh. *4Ten thousand select men 
from all Israel came against Gibeah, and 
the battle was fierce. And Gibeah did not 
comprehend the disaster that was coming 
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upon them. The Lord struck Benjamin be 


fore the sons of Israel, and the sons of IS 
rael destroyed twenty-five thousand one 
hundred men from Benjamin that day. All 
these drew the sword. 

46So the sons of Benjamin saw that they 
were beaten, and the men of Israel gave W 
ground to the Benjamites, for they relied a 
the ambush they had prepared agains 
Gibeah. 37And as the sons of Israel !® 
treated, those men in.ambush rose up 2! 
quickly charged Gibeah, The entire u 
bush rushed forth and struck the city wil 
the edge of the sword. | af 

48And the sons of Israel used a signe y 
battle with those in ambush. They Wo") | 


w 


—_ 





20:26 This second defeat awakened the sons of Israel. All now came to the central sanctuary at Bethel 
to weep, worship God, and seek His mercy. They prayed, fasted, and wept because of their two costly 


losses at the hands of Benjamin. 

20:28 The Lord repeats His earlier answer, but this u 
tory. Even so, “the battle was fierce” (v, 34), Despite 
world you will have tribulation” (Jn 16:33)... 


7 Py 
pcoming third battle came with a promise of ee 
God's promises of victory to us; Jesus warns, 0: 


| 
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send up a signal of smoke from the city. 
39And the sons of Israel saw that the ambush 
had seized Gibeah. So they stood in battle 
formation, allowing Benjamin to strike and 


wound about thirty of the men of Israel, for | 


they said, “Surely again they are defeated 
before us, as in the first battle.” But when 
the signal cloud began to rise as a pillar of 
concentrated smoke from the city, the Ben- 
jamites looked behind them, and behold the 
complete end of the city was rising up to 
heaven. *!The men of Israel turned back, and 


the men of Benjamin hastened away, seeing | 


that evil overwhelmed them. “Therefore 
they looked in the direction of the desert, 
away from the sons of Israel, and fled. 

But the battle overtook them, and those 
from the cities utterly eliminated those in 


the midst of them. #They cut down the 


Benjamites, chased them from the foot of 
Nova, and easily trampled them down until 
they came opposite Gibeah toward the east. 
“And eighteen thousand men of Benjamin 
fell—all these were men of strength. “The 
rest turned and fled toward the wilderness 
to the rock of Rimmon, and the sons of Is- 
rael cut down five thousand men. The sons 
of Israel relentlessly pursued after them as 
far as Gidom, and struck two thousand of 
their men. 4All of Benjamin who drew the 
sword that day, and fell, were twenty-five 


47The rest turned and fled toward the 
desert to the rock of Rimmon, even six hun- 
dred men, and they remained at the rock of 


Rimmon for four months. #8And the sons of | 


Israel turned back against the sons of Ben- 
Jamin and struck them with the edge of the 


sword, from the city of Methla, to the live- | 


Stock, and to everything found in all the 
Cities. And they set on fire all the cities they 
found,t 


-». Wives for the Benjamites 7> 
2 Now the men of Israel swore an 
oath at Mizpah, saying, “None of us 
Shall give his daughter to Benjamin as a 





of Rimmon (20:47). 
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20:48 For about four months, Israel carried out against Benjamin the things God declared should be 
done to the Canaanites (Dt 7:2; 20:16-18)—for Benjamin had become like the Canaanites. It was pre- 
scribed punishment for violating the covenant and rejecting God's authority in Israel. 

21:3 Even in the face of victory, the Israelites wept that one tribe should be missing, that is, Benjamin. 
Even toward their opponents in war, they retained that loyalty of covenant. 

21:6, 7 With Israel's victory came their desire to have mercy and restore those who escaped to the Rock 


JUDGES 21:14 








wife.” 2Then the people came to Bethel, and 
remained there before God till evening. 
They lifted up their voices and wept might- 
ily 2and said, “O Lord God of Israel, why 
has this come to pass, that today one tribe 
should be missing in Israel?”t 

4The next morning the people rose early 
and built an altar there, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. "The sons of 
Israel said, “Who is there among all the 
tribes of Israel who did not come up with 
the assembly to the Lord?” For they had 
made a great oath concerning anyone who 
had not come up to the Lord at Mizpah, 
saying, “He shall surely be put to death.” 
‘And the sons of Israel had compassion to- 
ward Benjamin their brother, and said, 
“One tribe is cut off from Israel today.t 
What shall we do for wives for the large 
number who remain, for we have sworn by 
the Lord not to give them our daughters as 
wives?” | 

8And they said, “What one tribe of Israel 
did not come up to Mizpah to the Lord?” 
And take notice, no one came to the camp 
from Jabesh Gilead to the assembly.t °For 
when the people were counted, indeed, not 
one of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead was 
there. So the congregation sent out there 
twelve thousand men from the sons of 


| Y, mmandg hem, sayi . “Go 
thousand men. All these were men of valor, | Y2!0® and commanded them, saying, “G 


and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
with the edge of the sword. !!And this is 
what you shall do: You shall utterly destroy 
every male, and every woman who has 
known a man intimately. But the virgins 
you will preserve.” And they did so. !2So 
they found among the inhabitants of 
Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins 
who had not known a man intimately; and 
they brought them to the camp at Shiloh, in 


the land of Canaan. Then the whole con- 


gregation sent and spoke to the sons of 
Benjamin who were at the rock of Rimmon, 
and called them to peace. '*Benjamin came 
back to the sons of Israel at that time, and 


1:8-24 Those of Jabesh Gilead failed to answer the call against Benjamin, and the congregation di- 
rected Israel to strike them down. Only the virgins were spared as a way to restore the tribe. Further, 
Ne Benjamite men were allowed to take wives from among the daughters of Shiloh. 
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the sons of Israel gave them the women 
whom they saved alive of the daughters of 
Jabesh Gilead, and it was thus pleasing to 
them. 

The people had compassion for Ben- 
jamin, because the Lord brought about a | 
rift in the tribes of Israel. '§And the elders 
of the congregation said, “What shall we 
do for wives for those who remain, since 
the women of Benjamin were destroyed?” 
And they said, “There must be an inheri- 
tance for the survivors of Benjamin, so 
that a tribe of Israel may not be wiped out. 
l8For we will not be able to give them 
wives from our daughters, because we 
swore among the sons of Israel, saying, | 
‘Cursed be the one who gives a wife to. 
Benjamin.’ ” | 

And they said, “Remember, in a few 
days there is the yearly feast of the Lord in 
Shiloh, on the north of Bethel, on the road 
leading eastward from Bethel to Shechem, 
and from the south of Lebonah.” 2°There- 
fore they instructed the sons of Benjamin, 
Saying, “Go, lie in wait in the vineyards 





Eo —————— 


— 
land watch. And behold, if the daughters 











of the inhabitants of Shiloh come out to 


perform in their dances, then go out from | 


the vineyards, and let every man capture ą | 


wife for himself from the daughters of 


Shiloh and return to the land of Benjamin. 


2 And whenever their fathers or their 
brothers come to pass judgment on you, we 
will say to them, ‘Have compassion on 
them for us, since no men received from us 
a wife for himself in the war, because you 
did not give to them at the appointed time 
you transgressed.” 

43nd the sons of Benjamin did so; they 
took enough wives for their number from 
those who danced, whom they seized. Then 
they went and returned to their inheri- 
tance, and rebuilt the cities and dwelt in 


them. #4At that time, the sons of Israel 


walked away from that place, every man to 
his tribe and his family, And they went out 
from there, every. man to his inheritance. 
4°In those days there was no king in Israel. 
A man did what was right according to his 
own vision.t 


21:25 This daunting statement reveals that the problems in Israel still went unsolved. 


———— 








- Author—Unknown 





¢Dat e— Traditionally believed to be written in the time of the Judges, about 
1300 BC. Historically, Ruth is the great-grandmother of David. _ 





Major Them e— Redemption, a word that occurs twenty-three times in the 
> text. Boaz acts as a redeemer by buying back Naomi’s land, marrying Ruth, a 


t 


Moabitess, and fathering a son to keep the family line alive. Such a — 
“kinsman-redeemer” is symbolic of. the mediating work of Christ. Ruth’s 
position as a Gentile in the ancestry of David (and thence of Christ) signifies 
that all nations will be represented in the Kingdom ot God. 


t Background- As Moabitess, Ruth was a descendant of Lot. Twice does 

SS, Scripture record that Moab, situated east of the Dead Sea, and Israel warred 
against each other. During a time’ of famine in Israel, Naomi and her Israelite 
family moved to Moab as matter of survival. After the death of her husband 
and with the famine past, she and Naomi return to Israel, to the city of 


Bethlehem, later to become the city of David. | 


Outline 


= I. Naomi and Ruth Move from Moab. to” 
Bethlehem (1:1-22) r 
II. Ruth and Boaz Meet at the Threshing 
Floor (2:1—3:18) 
III. Boaz Marries Ruth (4:1-17) 
A, Boaz confronts the unnamed kinsman 








L- a; B. Boaz buys Naomi’s property and 
announces his marriage to Ruth 
(4:7—12) 
C. Obed is born; Naomi is filled (4:13-17) 
IV. Epilogue: Genealogy of David (4:18-22) 








æ. Naomi’s Family in Moab > | 
] In the days of the judges there was a | 
_ famine in the land. And a man went 
from Bethlehem of Judah to sojourn in the 
Country of Moab, and his wife and his 
Sons. ?The name of the man was 
Elimelech, the name of his wife was 
Naomi, and the names of his two sons 
were Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites 





1:1-5 Moab was an enemy of Israel, and the Jews were forbidden to have dealings with the Moabites 
of famine, one is to trust in the Lord rather than flee to the enemy. Elimelech, 


(Dt 23:3-6), Even in time 


from Bethlehem of Judah. And they went 


to the country of Moab and remained 
there. ‘Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, 


died; and she was left with her two sons. 
‘They took for themselves wives of the 
women of Moab: the name of the one was. 
Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth. 
And they dwelt there about ten years. 
“Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; 


Whose name means “My God is King,” has forsaken God and left the covenant community. He exempli- 
fies the faithless Jews, and he died without leaving offspring in Israel. eini Daviess ec bu Li 
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= ue abe survived her two sons and | ~ rosa pte: said to Ruth, “Look, yous 
: sister-in-law has returned to her people 
_ *Then she arose with her two daughters- law. «But Ruthsaid; Do not ask mel 
in-law and returned from the country of | £2Ve You, or turn back from following you; | 
Moab, for she had heard in the country of | fF wherever you go, I will go; and wher. 
Moab that the Lord was watching over His | €Ve" you lodge, I will lodge; your people 
people by giving them bread.t "Therefore | Shall be my people, and your God, my God 
she and her two daughters-in-law left the | ‘And wherever you die, I will die, and 
place where she was and returned to the | there I will be buried. May the Lord cause 
land of Judah. ŝAnd Naomi said to her two this to happen.to me, and more also, if any- 
daughters-in-law, “Go, return each to her | thing but death parts you and me.” “When 
mother’s house. May the Lord have mercy | Naomi saw that she was determined to go 
on you, as you have dealt with the dead with her, she ended her conversation with | 
and with me. *The Lord grant that you may | her. : 
find rest, each in the house of her hus- !9Now the two of them went until they 
band. Then she kissed them, and they | came to Bethlehem. And the whole city. 
lifted up their voices and wept. And they | shouted because of them, and said, “Is this 
said to her, “We will return with you to Naomi?”t 20But she said to them, “Do not 
zo people.” !1But Naomi said, < lurn | call me. Naomi; call me Bitter, for the 
ack, my gone els: why do you desire to | Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me! 
go with me? Are there still sons in my |21] went out full and the Lord h oug 
Ehe 1 has brought — 
womb, that they may be your husbands?t me home again empty Why do vou call me 
i2?Turn back, my daughters, for I am too old | Naomi. since the Lord has eit me | 
to have a husband. For I say, if I married | and the Almi } ; oo HRN 
and should bear a son,t !3would you wait ee lehty has aiflicted Ie oa 
AE AE O pod Naomi returned and Ruth the: Moabite 
or them till they were grown? Would you 
restrain yourselves from having hus- woman. recumed, wath her her daue nen 
LEIR 4 see. for P enS | law who returned from the country of | 
o, my daughters; for it grieves me | Moab. Now th 
very much for your sakes that the hand of Sapte hen S to Bethlehem at the 
the Lord has gone out from within me!” beginning of barley harvest." 
'“Then they lifted up their voices and again 


— Or 


wept. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and æ Boaz Favors Ruth «=> 
reruroed to her people, but Ruth followed There was a relative of Naomi’s hus | 
her. band, a man of great wealth, of the fam- 





1:6 Naomi, representing the faithful Jews who will accept redemption in Christ, returned from the 
country of Moab to receive the Lord's bread (see Jn 6:48). The notion of arising from a state of sin and 
returning to a loving Father is echoed in Christ's parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11-32): 

1:11 Naomi’s question, “Why do you desire to go with me?” is intended not to prevent them from fol- 
lowing her to the Lord, but to challenge their sincerity (see Jn 6:26, 27). | 
1:12 Childbearing was seen as necessary to perpetuate one’s life beyond death, and is symbolic of eter 
nal life. Naomi had grown too old for childbearing. | | 
1:14, 15 Orpah had declared her intention to follow Naomi to the Lord (v. 10), but being confronted 
with the realities of that life, she returns to her people and her gods (see Jn 6:66). Her kiss is metaphor 
cally a kiss of betrayal, By contrast, Ruth followed her, forsaking all she knew and accepting the Lord, 
doing so, Ruth prefigures the Gentile Church and all who would be saved. | 
1:19 The separation between Jew and Gentile would one day be abolished in Jesus Christ (Eph 2:14). 
The unbreakable alliance of Naomi and Ruth as the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem 
prefigures that day, | cn | 

1:20, 21 Lamenting in Bethlehem over the loss of her children in Moab, Naomi prefigures Rachel, who 
would later lament over the loss of her children to Babylon (Jer 31:15) and over the children slain by 
Herod (Mt 2:16-18). See 4:11, 

4:22 The beginning of barley harvest was in April. It would have occurred at about the time of the 
Passover, and thus of the crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ. Jesus Himself refers to the new 6 aft 
covenant as a time of harvest (Mt 9:37, 38; Jn 4:35). Ruth is accepted at this time, showing that the 97 
tiles would be received into the Church, © 0705 e gmr 2n pod bas cet anne 








“Please let.me. go to the field and glean 
heads of grain after him in whose eyes I may 
find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, daugh- 
ter.”t 3Then she left, and went and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers. And she hap- 
pened to come to the-part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of 
Elimelech. 4Now behold, Boaz came. from 
Bethlehem and said to the reapers, “The 
Lord be with you!” And they answered him, 
“The Lord bless you!” °Then Boaz said to his 
servant who was in charge of the reapers, 
“Whose young woman is this?” ®So the ser- 
vant who. was in charge of the reapers 
answered and said, “It is the young Moabite 
woman who came back with Naomi from 
the country of Moab. 7And she said, ‘Let me 
glean and gather by handfuls after the 
reapers. So she came and continued from 


morning until evening, not stopping to rest | 


in the field, not even a little.” 

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Did you not 
hear, daughter? Do not go to glean in an- 
other field, nor go from here, but stay close 
by my young women.’ °Let your eyes be on 
the field that my men reap, and follow after 
them. Behold, I have commanded the 


young men not to touch you. And when you | 


are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from 


what the young men draw.” !°So she fell on | 


her face, bowed down to the ground, and 
said to him, “Why have | found favor in 
your eyes, that you should take notice of 
me, since I am a stranger?” 

ll And Boaz answered and said to her, “It 
has been fully reported to me, all that you 
have done with your mother-in-law since the 


death of your husband, and how you have 





ily of Elimelech. His name was Boaz.t 2So 
Ruth the Moabite woman said to Naomi, | 


ma 





left your father and your mother and the 
land of your birth, and have come to a peo- 
ple whom you did not know yesterday or the 
day before.t !?May the Lord repay your 
work, and may a full reward be given you by 
the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come for refuge.” Then she said, 


| “Let me find favor in your sight, my lord; for 


you have comforted me, and have spoken to 
the heart of your maidservant. Behold, I will 
be like one of your bondswomen.” !4Now 
Boaz said to her, “It is already time to eat. 
Come here and eat of the bread, and dip 
your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So Ruth 
sat beside the reapers, and Boaz made a pile 
of grain for her; and she ate and was satis- 
fied, and kept some back.t . | 

!5And, she -rose up to glean, and Boaz 
commanded his young men, saying, “Let 
her glean even among the sheaves, and do 


not bring shame upon her.t !*When you 


carry sheaves, carry them for her also; and 
when you throw them on the piles, throw 
them for her also; and let her gather from 
what has piled up, and do not rebuke her.” 
175o she gleaned in the field until evening, 
and beat with a rod what she had gleaned, 
and it was about an ephah of barley. 
lêThen she took it up and went into the 
city, and her mother-in-law saw what she 
had gleaned. So Ruth brought forth and 
gave to her what she had Kept back after 
she had been satisfied. ‘And her mother- 
in-law said to her, “Where have you 
gleaned today? And where did you work? 
Blessed be the one who took notice of you.” 
So Ruth told her mother-in-law where she 
had worked and said, “The man’s name 
with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 2°Then 
Naomi said to ‘her daughter-in-law, 


I m M oț MMI II ŘŘ— O ș ooħe = ma = = - — 


2:1 Boaz prefigures Christ. Here he is introduced as a relative of both a faithless Jew (Elimelech) and, 
through marriage, a faithful one (Naomi). Boaz also had Gentile ancestry, for his mother was Rahab 


(Mt 1:5), 


2:2 In humble acceptance of her position as foreigner, Ruth is willing to glean the Jews’ leftover grain. 
The New Testament reminds all Gentile believers to imitate her humility (Rom 11:19-21; Eph 2:11, 12), 
2:8-10 Like the Canaanite woman in Mt 15:21-28, Ruth acknowledges that she does not deserve Boaz’s 
favor because she is a stranger. Like Christ, Boaz blesses her with his favor and protection, 

2:11 The virtue of abandoning one’s former life for the sake of the Lord is a prominent and recurring 


theme. See note on 1:14, 15. 


2:14 Ruth is rewarded for her dedication by an invitation to eat with Boaz. This meal pretigures the 


eucharistic Supper, 


2:15, 16 In Christ, Gentiles are grafted to the tree of salvation (see Rom 11), and they share equally in 
the reception of grace. Here Boaz issues an order to his servants ensuring that Ruth, a Gentile, is given 
equal treatment and an equal share of grain. There is a significant difference between the Masoretic ~ 
Text and the LXX in v. 16. The former has Boaz merely instruct his servants to let extra grain fall from 
their bundles, distorting the underlying meaning of his order. | sd by! | 
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“Blessed is he of the Lord, who has not for- 
saken His kindness to the living and the 
dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This man is 
a relation of ours, one of our close rela- 
tives.” 21Ruth said to her mother-in-law, 
“He also’ said to me, ‘Stay near by my 
young men until they finish all my reap- 
ing.” 2And Naomi said to Ruth her 
daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, 
that you go out with his young women, and 
thus people will not meet you in another 
field.”t 23So0 she stayed close by the young 
women of Boaz, to glean until the end of 
the barley and wheat harvest; and she 
dwelt with her mother-in-law. 











his heart was cheerful. He went to Jije 
down at the end of the heap of grain, and 
she came softly and uncovered his feet 
8Now it happened at midnight that the | 
man was startled and disturbed; for there | 
was a woman lying at his feet. 9And he | 
said, “Who are you?” So she answered, “| 
am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your 
maidservant under your wing, for you are 
a close relative.”t 
\0Then Boaz said, “Blessed are you of the 
Lord God, daughter! For you have shown 
more kindness at the end than at the begin- 
ning, in that you did not go after young 
men, whether rich or poor.t !!And now, 
daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all 
=. Boaz Pledges to Redeem Ruth -= ` | you request, for the whole tribe of my peo- 
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to | ple knows that you are a virtuous woman. 
her, “Daughter, shall I not seek rest for | '2Now it is true I am a close relative; how- 
you, so that it will be well with you? 2Now | ever, there is a relative closer than I." Stay 
Boaz, whose young women you were with, | here for the night. And in the morning, ifhe 
is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnow- | performs the duty of a kinsman for you, we i 
ing barley tonight at the threshing floor. | will let him do it. But if he does not wish to 
Therefore, wash and anoint yourself, put | perform the duty for you, then as the Lord 
on your best garment and go up to the | lives, | will perform the duty for you. Lie 
threshing floor; but do not make yourself | down until morning.” ; 
known to the man until he has finished '4So she lay at his feet until morning, and 
drinking and eating.t *Then, when.he lies | she rose before anyone could recognize an- 





i 





down, take notice of the place where he | other. Then Boaz said, “Do not let it be 
lies. Then you shall go in, uncover his feet, | Known that a woman. came to the threshing 
and lie down; and he will tell you what you | floor.” I5And he said to her, “Bring the 
should do.”t 5And Ruth said to her, “I will | apron that is around you.” And as she held 
do everything you Say.” it, he measured six ephahs of barley, and 

6So she went down to the threshing | laid it on her. Then she went into the city. 
floor and did according to all her mother- 16So when she came to her mother-in-law 
in-law instructed her. 7And Boaz ate, and she said, “Is that you, my daughter? Then 


2:20 Naomi blesses Boaz with words applicable to Christ. IS» | a 
2:22 A call to remain in the community of faith. To wander in another field is to go beyond the pro 
tion of Boaz and to be subject to all manner of danger (see wv. 8, 9). A Ge. 
-3 As Ruth must wash and anoint herself and put on a new garment for her encounter with © 

seg cin are washed in baptism, anointed in chrismation, and clothed in the garment of salvation In 
their encounter with Christ. ine neins d 
3:4 Where Boaz lies down, Ruth will lie down with him, and Boaz will instruct her. Likewise, a W 
was buried, the believer is also buried with Him in baptism, and thus learns how to live (Rom a 
3:9 Take your maidservant under your wing: Ruth declares her desire to be accepted as wife by i 
5 ies the acce e Gentiles by Christ. 
and prophesies the acceptance of the Gentiles by | A fez ne 
pita blesses Ruth because she did not go after young men, which is to say she did not pursue 
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d fleeting security of this world. i : onan fee 
PRN s is Ruth’s relative who is unwilling to redeem her in ihe ùnnamed man n 
Í incapable of redeeming mankind, B0 BOW eel 
le idl i it, Boaz himself will. Forn in Jewish traditio 
10). In the same way, == 


jete 


3:12, 13 The kinsman 
resents the Old Testamen n i e 

he first opportunity to redeem Ruth; if he will not o ifv 
men ciate or pee relative marries his darane brotas s widow (Dt 25:5 
Hi t redeemed His people when the Law nad taltead. aga, Kai 
: H E yi on of his promise to redeem Ruth. The number six indicates an incomp 


action, which would be completed only when the promise was fulfilled. See 4:15. 








Ruth told her all the man had done for her. 
i7And she said to her, “He gave me these six 
ephahs of barley; for he said to me, ‘Do not 
go empty-handed to your mother-in-law,’ ” 
i8Then she said, “Sit still, daughter, until 
you know how the matter will turn out; for 
the man will not rest until he has concluded 
the matter today.” 


~ Boaz Marries Ruth = 


Boaz went up to the gate and Sat there: 
and behold, the close relative of whom 
Boaz had spoken was passing. So Boaz 
said to him, “Come aside, sir, sit down 
here.” So he came aside and sat down. 2And 
Boaz took ten men of the elders of the city 


and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat | 


down. 

3Then Boaz said to the relative. “As to the 
field which was our brother ElJimelech’s, 
which was given to Naomi, now returning 
from the land of Moab:? 4 said I would in- 
form you, saying, ‘Buy it back in the pres- 
ence of the inhabitants and the elders of 


but if you will not redeem it, then te!! me, 
that | may know; for there is no one but you 
to redeem it, and I am next after you, ” And 
he said, “I am here, I will redeem it.” "Then 
Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field 
from the hand of Naomi and from Ruth the 
Moabite woman, the wife of the deceased, 
you must take her as well, so as to raise up 
the name of the dead through his inheri- 
tance.” And the close relative said, “I can- 
not redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my own 
inheritance. You redeem my right of re- 
AIDED for yourself, for I cannot redeem 
it.” 

_ ‘Now, this was the legal custom in former 
times of Israel concerning redemption, and 
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for a bargain, to confirm every word: A man 
took off his sandal and gave it to his neigh- 
bor who redeemed his right, and this was 
the testimony in Israel.t And the close rel- 
ative said to Boaz, “Buy my right of redemp- 
tion for yourself.” So he took off his sandal 
and gave it to him. And Boaz said to the 
elders and all the people, “You are wit- 
nesses today that I have bought all that was 





| Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and 


Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi. !°More- 
over, I bought for myself, to be my wife, 
Ruth the Moabite woman, the wife of 
Mahlon, to raise up the name of the dead 
through his inheritance; so the name of the 
dead may not be cut off from among his 
brethren and from the tribe of his people. 
You are witnesses today.” !!And all the peo- 
ple who were at the gate said, “We are wit- 
nesses.” And the elders said, “May the Lord 
make the woman who is coming to your 
house like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built the house of Israel and wrought might- 


my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; | ly in Ephrathah. She will have a name in 


Bethlehem.t !2And out of the seed which the 
Lord will give you from this young woman, 
may your house be like the house of Perez, 
whom Tamar bore to Judah.”t 

13S0 Boaz took Ruth, and she became his 
wife; and when he went in to her, the Lord 
gave her conception, and she bore a son. 


~l4'Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed 
be the Lord, who has not suffered a re- 


deemer to fail you this day, even to make 
your name famous in Israel! And he will 
be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher 
of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, 
who loves you, who is better to you than 
seven sons, has borne him.”t !6Then Naomi 
took the child and laid him on her bosom, 


4:3-6 Because of sin, the Law led to death and lacked the power to bestow life. This is illustrated when 
the unnamed relative is willing to accept the field from the dead man Elimelech, but he is not willing to 


take Ruth, the ancestor of Christ. 


4:6 The unnamed kinsman unwittingly speaks the truth when he acknowledges that marrying Ruth 


would ruin his inheritance. 


cl 
IN Christ, 


4:7, 8 The passing of a sandal represented the transfer of responsibility. In the case of the unnamed 
ose relative passing his sandal to Boaz, we see the passing of the Law and the advent of redemption 


vay As Naomi was like Rachel in her grief (1:20, 21), Ruth will be like Rachel in her building up of 
srael, The praise of Boaz is reminiscent of the exaltation of the messianic groom in Psalm 44. 


4:12- 
Obed 


who is the true restorer of life. 


15 The seed which the Lord will give you from this young woman initially refers to their son 
and to the prominent figure of King David. More importantly, it declares the coming of Christ, 


4:15 The number seven indicates a complete action, and shows that Ruth fulfills in herself the promise 


Of Boaz. See 3:15. 
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Ma or Lh CTH. CS — Obedience § ‘0 on punis ishment ifori yden First 
Kingdoms i is a book Gt abe gimmites and ‘endings i in ‘the history of the people 
of God. Rule by a succession of judges (Chosen from various tribes) had 
ended. Samuel, as a prophet, served 4 ina monarchial role by direction of the 
Lord. “If only the desired whole burnt offerings and desired sacrifice 

_ of equal value to the Lord with one who’ heeds the voice of the Lord. 
Behold! Hearing i is greater than: a good sacrifice, and obedience above an 
beyond the fat of rams’ (1Kg 15: 22 
~ A theme of God's Judgement] is also seen in the punishment of the pri 

for his tolerance of his sons ' disobedience, of Saul for failure to follow God 

commands, and of David for his sins. Each disobedience was punished 

ied severely. Other pertinent themes are those of God changing the natural orde: 
in His miraculous gift of a son toa barren woman, in men of lowly vocations 
rising to be king, and in the youngest surpassing his elders to rule over them. 


Background- ano time e penda during which. the. events of the First Book 
of the Kingdoms occurred is pivotal. Israel is moving from a theocracy 


_ governed by God-appointed judges | to a monarchy ruled by a king. The next 
four hundred years would see kings both good and bad. si histani i 1S 
aa inthe four books ofthe Kingdoms. 77) & 8) cherr 
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I KINGDOMS I:I 320 
= Elkanah at Shiloh ~ 
There was a certain man of Ramathaim > 
Zophim, of the mountain of Ephraim, 
whose name was Elkanah the son of 
Jeremeel, the son of Elihu, the son of Toke 
in Nasiv Ephraim.t 2He had two wives. The 
name of one was Hannah, and the name of 
the other was Peninnah. Peninnah had chil- 
dren, but Hannah none.t 3And each year 
the man went up from his city of 
Ramathaim to worship and sacrifice to | 
Lord Sabaoth in Shiloh. Eli and his two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, both priests of 
the Lord, went there as well.t 4And on the 
day he came, Elkanah sacrificed and gave a 
portion to Peninnah his wife, and to his| ‘And as she kept praying before the 
sons and daughters. STO Hannah, he gave Lord, Eli watched her mouth. 13 And as she 
one portion, since she was without child. | spoke in her heart, only her lips moved, 
However Elkanah loved Hannah more than | but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli 
the other one, but the Lord had closed her | thought she was drunk.t “The servant of 
womb. ®Because the Lord did not give to | God said to her, “For how long will you re- 
her a child during her tribulation, and dur- | main drunk? Cast off your wine, and go 
ing the discouragement of her tribulation, | out from the face of the Lord!” But Han- 
she was broken-hearted. The Lord had | nah answered and said, “No lord, I ama 
closed her womb and did not zive her.a | woman for whom this, day is difficult. I | 
child. 7So year by year when she went up to | drank neither wine nor intoxicating drink, 
the house of the Lord, she was broken- | but I pour out my soul before the Lord. 
hearted and wept and dia nai egtt l6Do not consider your handmaiden a | 
| daughter of pestilence just because of the | 
<=. Hannah’s Vow > multitude of my idle words I have put | 
8Then Elkanah, her husband, said to her, | forth.”t !7Then Eli answered and said to | 
“Hannah.” And she said to him, “Here I am, | her, “Go in peace, and may the God of Is 
lord.” Then he said to her, “What is the mat- | rael grant you the petition you asked of 
ter with you? Why do you not eat? And why | Him.”t !8And she said, “Your handmaiden 
are you heartsick? Am I not better for you | has found favor in your sight.” So the 
than ten children?” 9So Hannah arose after | woman went her way and came into her 
eT as a Ee ED Se A Ee O O Ooo 









of the temple of the Lord.t "Hannah w 
grieved in spirit and prayed to the Lord | 
lamenting and weeping. ''She prayed , 

vow to the Lord God and said, “O Lord, my 
God of Sabaoth, if you are looking, look 
with favor upon the lowly state of Your 
handmaiden and remember me. I pray You 
give Your handmaiden a seed of men, a son, 
and I will dedicate him before You as a gift | 
until the day of his death. He will not drink 
wine nor intoxicating drink, and no razor ` 
shall come upon his head.”t | 











1:1 Elkanah means “God created." 

1:2 Hannah means “graciousness.” In the Old Testament, barrenness was a sign that God had 
withdrawn His blessing. 

1:3 Since the time of Joshua, Shiloh had been the political and religious center for the people of Israel. 
The tabernacle and the ark of the covenant were kept there until David conquered Jerusalem, making 
that city the new place of Israel's worship. 

1:7 Rather than containing the grief over her barrenness, Hannah expresses her heart to the Lord 
through fasting and tears. | | 
1:9 The word temple is used rather than “tabernacle,” although this was the movable tabernacle built 
under the leadership of Moses. The word “temple” suggests a more permanent structure that people 
came to in order to worship God. 

1:11 Lowly state is the same phrase the Virgin Mary prays in Lk 1:48. Hannah's promise to God is that 
her child would fulfill the Nazirite vow, which was a type of ancient ascetic vow found first in Nm 6. IN 
every instance of this vow in Scripture, it is prescribed before birth—for Samson, Samuel, and probab 
John the Baptist (Lk 1:13-15), 

1:13 St. Cyprian sees the praying Hannah as a type of the Church pouring her heart out in prayer 
silently and modestly, “within the very recesses of her heart . . . with manifest faith," 

1:16 Hannah defends herself to Eli against being a daughter of corruption. Drunkenness and sexual 
immorality were common hallmarks of pagan Canaanite worship. 

1:17 The priest recognizes Hannah's humility and gives her his blessing. 
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and drank with her hus- | prayed to the Lord, 2’For this child I prayed, 
band. Her face was no longer fallen,t and the Lord gave me my request which | 
asked from Him, 28And I lend him to the 
Lord all the days which he lives to be fruit- 
ful to the Lord.”t 








Birth and Dedication of Samuel e, 


Then they rose early in the morning 
and worshiped the Lord and went on their | | 
way back to Elkanah’s house at Rama- æ. Hannah’s Prayer a7- 
thaim. And he knew Hannah his wife, and 2 And she said: 
the Lord remembered her. 2°She conceived, | 4 
and it came to be at the appointed time she 
bore a son, and she called him Samuel and 
said, “Because I asked for him from the 
Lord God Sabaoth,”t 

2INow the man Elkanah and all his 
house went up to Shiloh to offer the yearly 
sacrifice, his vow, and the tenth portion of 
all his land. But Hannah did not go up 
with him, for she said to her husband, “I 


“My heart is-strengthened in the Lord: 

My horn is exalted in my God. 
I smile at my enemies; 
I rejoice in Your salvation.t 

2 Because no one is holy like the Lord, 
No one is righteous like our God, 
No one is holy but You. 

3 Do not boast nor speak of high things: 
Let no arrogance come from your 


will not go up until our boy is weaned from mouth, 
me. Then he will appear in the presence of For the Lord is the God of 
the Lord and stay there continually.”t 23And knowledge; 


Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what | 
is good in your eyes; wait until you have 
weaned him. Only let the Lord confirm as 


And God is preparing His actions.t 
4 He weakened the bow of mighty men, 
And those who are weak are girded 


true what was coming out of your mouth.” | with strength. 
So the woman stayed and nursed her son |5 Those who were full of bread were 
until she weaned him. made empty, 


44And she went up with him to Shiloh And the hungry have forsaken the 


with a calf three years old, loaves of bread, | land. 

one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She The barren woman has borne seven, 
came to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, | And she who has many children has 
and the child was with them. 2°And they become feeble.t 

came before the Lord, and his father|® The Lord kills and makes alive: 
slaughtered the offering he made yearly to He brings down to Hades and raises 
the Lord. He brought the child and slaugh- up.t 

tered the calf. Then Hannah, the mother of |7 The Lord makes poor and rich; 

the young boy, went to Eli. “And she said He brings low and lifts up. 

to him, “Lord, as your soul lives, I am the | ® — He raises the poor from the earth 
woman who was standing near you while | And lifts the needy from the dung heap, 






1:18 This is a great display of Hannah's faith, in that she trusts in God's answer before receiving it. 

1:20 Samuel means “the name is God (godly)” or “the descendant of God,” a name suggesting he was 
a child given from God. l 

1:22 Hannah is a type of Mary, as Samuel is å type of Christ, because as St. Cyprian states, “Samuel [was 
born] not according to the order of generation, but according to the mercy and promise of God. l 
1:28 Hannah is not only fulfilling her promise, but her words are prophetic of Samuel's life of service to 
God, Sah Gs 

2:1 The prayer of Hannah has become a beloved hymn of the Church and is one of the biblical odes. 
This prayer has been used in the Matins service, and is the basis for many of the Church's hymns. ee 
are also many similarities between this prayer and the prayer of Mary in Lk 1:46-55. The word horn ha 
become a symbol for strength, honor, and power. ! 

2:3 We must boast in nothing, since nothing is our own (Cyprian). | 

2:5 Were made empty means literally “to be made less" or “inferior.” Those who were once full and 
satisfied are now beginning to be emptied. St. Augustine sees this whole verse as a prophecy of the 
decline of Israel and the rise of the Gentile Church. OM Ay | | 
2:6 This verse foreshadows the resurrection and is likely a picture of the Lord’s own descent into Hades 
and His Resurrection. Aphrahat uses this passage among many to demonstrate that the belief in the 
resurrection existed even in the Old Testament. , 
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To set them among princbly ‘people 
And make them inherit a rone of 
glorya i p 
The One who gives a prayer to the one 
praying, 
He blesses with righteous years; 
For by strength no man tcan prevail.t 
l0 The Lord makes His adversaries weak; 
The Lord is holy. 
Let not the man of learning boast in 
his understanding, 
Nor let the man of might boast in his 
might, 
Nor let the man of riches boast in his 
riches. 
Only “ie the one who boasts boast in 
this: 
To understand and to know the Lord 
And to do justice and righteousness in 
the midst of the earth. 
The Lord went up inte the heaven and 
thundered. 
The Lord'judges the ends of tiie earth. 
He gives'strength to our leaders 
And He will exalt the horn of His 
Christ.” 











UThey left him there before the Lord and 
went away to Ramathaim, and the child 
performed the services before the Lord in 
the presence of Eli the priest.? 


~ The Sinful Sons of Eli >- 

Now the sons of Eli were. sons of 
scoundrels, not knowing the Lord. And 
the custom of the priest for the people who 
sacrificed was for the servant of the priest 
to come while the meat was boiling, with a 
three-pronged meat-hook in his hand. '*He 
would then thrust it into either the large 
kettle, or the brazen vessel, or the pot; and 
everything the meat-hook brought up, the 
priest would take for himself. So in Shiloh, 
they did this to all the Israelites who came 
there to sacrifice to the Lord. !°Also, before 
they burned the fat, the servant came and 
said to the man who sacrificed, “Give some 
meat to be roasted to the priest, and I will 
not take any of your boiled meat from out 
of the cauldron. | 





cense, and to wear an ephod before Mè 





6And if ther man viaeritieing said to him, 
“First he should burn the fat as fitting, then 

you may take as much as your soul ia 
sires.” But he would say, “No, you shall give 
it to me now, and if not, I will take it by 






force.” "Therefore the sin of the servants jg 
exceedingly great before the Lord, for they ` 


nullified the sacrifice of the Lord. 


a God’s Servant Samuel =. 
\8As a young boy, Samuel was serving 


before the Lord wearing a linen ephod of a 


servant. '"Moreover, his mother used to 
make him a little robe, and bring it to him 
once a year when she came up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 2°And 
Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, say- 
ing, “May the Lord repay you with a seed 
from this woman, in return for the loan you 
made to the Lord.” Then the man went to 
his place. And the Lord watched over 
Hannah, and she bore three more sons and 
two daughters. And the boy Samuel grew 
and matured before the Lord.t 

æ A Prophecy against Eli’s House => 

22Now Eli was very, very old and he 
heard what his sons did to the.sons of Is- 
rael.2°So he said to them, “Why are you do- 
ing what I hear from the mouth of all the 
people of the Lord? 24No, my sons! For the 
report I hear is not good. Do not act in this 
manner, for the reports I hear are not good, 
causing the people not to serve God. “If 
One man sins against another, they will 
pray to the Lord for him. But if a man sins 
against the Lord, who will pray for him?” 
Nevertheless they did.not heed their fa- 
ther’s voice, so the Lord desired to destroy 
them. 26But the child Samuel led _his life 
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and he grew and matured and found favor | 


both with the Lord and with men. 

27Then a man of God came to Eli and said 
to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘I clearly re- 
vealed Myself to the house of your father 
when they- were slaves in -Egypt iM 
Pharaoh’s house.t 281 chose the house 0i 
your father out of all the tribes of Israel t0 


— =m 


be My priest, to-go to: My altar, to burn it | 





2:9 It is God who ultimately fills the heart with prayer. 
2:11 Samuel did not merely help Eli with the menial tasks of the tabernacle, but actually participated in 


the liturgical worship of God, 


2:21 God blessed Hannah with five more children bacala of hèr faithfulness and obedience: 
2:27-29 The prophet condemns Eli because he excuses the conduct of his sons (3:13). The prophet de 
clares Eli has honored his sons more than he has honored God. Even pious parents can be passive in’ 
raising of their children: a warning to all who desire godly offspring. 














of your father, and 
to the sons of Israel, food from all the offer- 
ings of fire. Why do you regard My in- 
cense and My sacrifice with impudent eyes 
and honor your sons more than Me; to 
bless yourselves with the best of all the first 
fruits of Israel set before Me?’ 2°Therefore 
the Lord God of Israel says, ‘I said indeed 
that your house and your father’s house 
would walk before Me forever. But now the 
Lord says, ‘Far be it from Me, for I will 
honor those who honor Me, and the one 





“Here I am, for you called me” And Eli 
said, “I did not call you. Return and lie 
down.” So he returned and lay down. Then 
the Lord called again, “Samuel, Samuel!” 
So Samuel went to Eli a second time, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Eli 
answered, “I did not call you. Return and lie 
down.” 

’Now this all happened before Samuel 
knew the Lord, and before the word of the 


i l } Lord was revealed to him:t 8£And the Lord 
who despises Me shall be dishonored. *!Be- | called Samuel again a third time. Then he 
hold, the days are coming that I will de- | 


arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
stroy your seed and the seed of the house of | for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
your father. “And there shall not be an old | the Lord had called the boy. And he said, 
man descended from you in My house for- | “Return, lie down, my child: and if He calls 
ever. But for you—I will not destroy a man you, you must say, ‘O Lord, speak, for Your 
from My altar even though his eyes have . 


servant hears. ” So Samuel went and fell 
failed and his life has drained away. But all | SS Va? 7 


| asleep in his place. | 
the descendants of your house shall fall by And the Ad came, and stood and 
men’s swords. 


he ES called as before. So Samuel answered, 

“Now this shali be the sign to you that “Speak, for Your servant hears.” Then the 
will come upon’ your two’ sons, on Hophni | ford said to Samuel, “Behold! I shall exe- 
ang rbinéhas. In one ‘day both of them | cite My words in Israel and for everyone 
shall die. ~~ Then Iwill raise up for Myself | pearing them, both ears will tingle. !2In that 
faithful priest who shall do all that is in My | day, I will raise up against Eli everything I 
heart and in My soul. T will build him a spoke concerning his house. This I will be- 
once house, ane ie Fo Vei atthe gin, and I will finish it. For I announced to 

y i forever. it Hi ns in vour | Dim that I will judge his house forever for 
PAT ote Wio remains in Your | the injauityathis sone Eorna sone dedili 

ouse will, for a small amount of silver, God, and he did not correct them in any 
prostrate before him begging, “Place me in mare MI swore to the house of Eli that the 
the priesthood, so I may eat one loaf of 





breddan?» iniquity. of the house of Eli shall never be 
i atoned for with incense or with sacrifice.” 
-®. The Lord Speaks to Samuel -> ‘So Samuel fell asleep and rose early in 


The boy Samuel ministered to the Lord | the morning. He opened the doors. of the 

before Eli the priest. And the word of | Lord’s house. But Samuel was afraid to tell 
the Lord was precious in those days; there | Eli the vision. Then Eli called to Samuel, 
was no discerning vision.t 2So on that day, | “Samuel, my child!” And he answered, “Here 
While Eli was lying down in his place, his | I am.” !7And Eli said, “What was the report 
eyes were starting to grow heavy, barely | the Lord spoke to you? Please do not hide it 
able to see. *Before the lamp of God went | from me. May God do these things to you 
out, and while Samuel was asleep in the | and more also, if you hide anything from 
temple where the ark of God was, ‘the Lord | me of what He said to you.” !8Then Samuel 
Called, “Samuel, Samuel.” Samuel answered, | told him everything and hid nothing from 


2:35 Lactantius states, “And since Christ was the builder of this great and eternal temple, He must also 
nave an everlasting priesthood in it; and there can be no approach to the shrine of the temple, and to ` 

the sight of God, except through Him who built the temple." tna 

af God's word had become very precious because of the absence of a clear, concise, and distinct vision 
rom Him. | | | 

3:7 Samuel had not yet become a prophet, because this was the first time God had allowed Himself to 
e known by him. | 1 

3:13, 14 God reveals to Samuel what he had already revealed to Eli through another man of God, con 
ming Samuel as a true prophet of the Lord. | ) 
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him. And Eli said, “He is the Lord. He will 
do what seems good to Him.”t 

'9So Samuel grew and matured, and the 
Lord was with him, and not one of his 
words fell to the ground.t 2°And all Israel, 
from Dan to Beersheba, knew that Samuel 
was faithful as a prophet of the Lord. 2!The 
Lord appeared in Shiloh again, for the Lord 
was revealed to Samuel. And all Israel, 
from one end of the land to the other, be- 
lieved Samuel to be a prophet of the Lord. 
By now Eli was an exceedingly old man, 
and his sons continued living as they did. 
And their way was evil before the Lord. 


~ The Ark of the Covenant Captured -e> 


Now in those days the Philistines gath- 
ered into battle against Israel, and 
Israel went out to meet them in battle and 
encamped beside Ebenezer. Tie Philistines 
encamped in Aphek.? 2And the Fhilisiines 
prepared battle plans against Israet, and 


324 


into the camp! Woe to us! Deliver us today 


Lord, for such a thing has never happeney | 


before.t Woe to us! Who will deliver ug 
from the hand of these mighty gods? These 
are the gods who struck the Egyptians with 
all the plagues in the desert. Be strong and 
conduct yourselves like men, you Philis. 
tines, so that you do not become servants of 


| the Hebrews, even as they previously 


served us. Conduct yourselves like men 
and fight them!” !°So they fought them, and 
the men of Israel were defeated, and every 
man fled to his tent. There was a very great 
Slaughter, and thirty thousand troops of Iş- 


rael fell. ''The ark of God was captured, 


and the two sons of Eli died, Hophni and 
Phinehas. ETN : 
> The Death of Eli s> 
l2Then a man of Benjamin ran from the 
battle line, and on that day he came to 


the battle turned against israel, and the | Shiloh with his clothes torn and dirt on his 
men of Israel fell before the Philistines. | head. 'SBehold! When he arrived, Eli was 
About four thousand men were struck | sitting on a seat by the gate watching the 
down in the battle lines. “And when the | road, for his heart was bewildered: about 


people came into the camp, the elders of 
Israel said, “Why did the Lord cause us to 
be defeated today before the Philistines? 


Shiloh and let it proceed from the midst of 
us, and it will save us from the hand of our 
enemies.”t 4So the people sent to Shiloh, 
and from there they brought out the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, who is seated 
between the cherubim. And the two sons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark. | 

5And when the ark of the Lord came into 
the camp, all Israel shouted with a loud 
voice, and the earth shook. Now when the 
Philistines heard the shout, the Philistines 
said, “What is this great shout in the camp 
of the Hebrews?” Then they understood 
that the ark of the Lord was in the camp. 


the ark of God. And when the man entered 
the city and reported it, the city cried out. 


: “When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he 
Let us take the ark of our God out from | 


said, “What is the sound of this outcry?” 
And the man came quickly and told Eli. 
Eli was ninety years old, and his eyes 
looked up and he could not see. Then Eli 
said to the men standing around him, 
“What is this roaring sound?” !6Then the 
man who came quickly to Eli said to him, 7 
am the one who came from the camp, who 
fled today from the battle line.” And he 
said, “What happened, my child?” !7So the 
young man answered and said, “The men 
of Israel fled before the Philistines, ané 


there was a great slaughter among the peo 


ple, and your two sons died. And the ark o 
God was captured.” 
\8And it came to pass, as Eli remembered 


7And the Philistines were afraid, for they | the ark of God, he fell backward from the : 





3:18 Eli accepts God’s judgment even though it means his destruction. Despite the judgment, Eli still did | 


nothing to correct his sons’ behavior. 
3:19, 20 Samuel was confirmed as God's prophet not merely because he heard God's voice, but becaus 
he was willing to proclaim God's word even when it was unpleasant or uncomfortable. 

4:1 The word Philistines is not used only to describe Israel's enemies; it is also a more generic term de> 
ignating “foreigner” or “Gentile,” | | 
4:3, 4 The people did not realize that their defeat came from the hand of God. But rather than sane 
ering why God allowed them to be defeated and repenting of their unfaithfulness, they think that ha | 
ing the ark with them will ensure that God is with them, , 
4:7-10 The Philistines were afraid of the presence of the ark; but conducted themselves like men and 
handed Israel a stunning defeat. | c 3 





said, “These are the gods that have come | 
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seat by the side of the gat 
back and died, for the man was old and 









heavy. He judged Israel for twenty years.t 


w Ichabod m 
ISNow Eli's daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ 
wife, was pregnant, about to give birth. 
When she heard the news that the ark of 


God was captured, and her father-in-law | 


and her husband were dead, she crouched 
down and gave birth, for her labor pains 
came upon her. 2°And in her time of deliv- 
ery, when she was at the point of death, the 
women standing at her side said to her, “Do 
not fear, you have borne a son.” But she did 
not answer, and her heart did not under- 
stand. -!'Woe, Ichabod, is what:she named 
the young boy, for the sake of the ark of 
God, for her father-in-law, and for her hus- 
band. #2And they said, “The glory of Israel 
is exiled from its home, for the ark of God 
is taken.” 


æ The Philistines Take the Ar -7 

The Philistines tock the ark of God and 

brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 
‘And the Philistines took the ark of the 
Lord and brought it into. the house of their 
god Dagon. They set it by Dagon,t 3And 


when the people of Ashdod arose early in | 


RS 


the morning, they entered the house of | 


Dagon, and they looked and beheld Dagon 
falling on its face in the presence of the ark 
of God. So they raised Dagon and returned 
it to its place; And the hand of the Lord 
was heavy upon Ashdod. He tormented all 
within her borders; He smote them in their 
private parts. 4Then it came to pass, when 
they arose early in the morning, behold 
Dagon had again fallen on his face before 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. And the 
head of Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were broken off, each in front of the 
threshold, and both the wrists of his hands 
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torso of Dagon remained.t 5So to this day, 
the priests of Dagon and any who come 
into the house of Dagon do not tread on, 
but step over, the threshold of the house of 
Dagon in Ashdod because of this. 

‘But the hand of the Lord was heavy on 
the people of Ashdod. He came upon them 
and in their ships. He brought forth disease 
among them. He. infested their country 
with mice, and there was a great calamity 
of death in the city. 7And when the men of 
Ashdod saw how it was, they said, “The ark 
of the God of Israel must not remain with 
us, for His hand is harsh upon us and 
Dagon our god.” ®Therefore they sent and 
brought together all the lords of the 
Philistines in, the same place and said, 
“What shall we do with the ark of the God 
of Israel?”t 

And the people of Gath said, “Let the ark 
of the God of Israel come to us.” So the ark 
of God came to Gath. And it came to be, af- 
ter it-entered Gath, that the hand of the 
Lord came upon the city. An exceedingly 
great state of confusion struck the men of 
the city, both small and great. He struck 
them in their private parts, and they made 
for themselves images of these. "Then they 
sent away the ark of God to Ashkelon, and 
it came about; when the ark of God came to 
Ashkelon,, the people of Ashkelon cried 
out, saying, “Why did you-turn the ark of 
the God of Israel toward us to kill us and 
our people?” |!So they sent and gathered 
together all the lords of the Philistines and 
said, “Send away the ark of the God of Is- 
rael and let it return to its own place, so it 
does not kill us and our people,” for it came 
about that a widespread panic of death 
spread throughout the entire city.t !2And 
the living and those not dying were struck 
in their private parts, and the outcry of the 
city went up to heaven. 





4:18 The loss of the ark and his sons brought the loss of Eli's own life. | i 

5:2 Dagon was the chief god of the Canaanites and was referred to as the father of Baal in Canaanite 
mythology. Dagon was represented by a figure that had the torso and head of a man, but the body of 
a fish. The name Dagon is derived from a word meaning “little fish.” The house or temple is mentioned 


later in 1Mc 10:83, 84. 


5:4 The destruction of their idol was a sign to the Philistines that the God of Israel could not be pos- 


sessed and subjected to their pagan beliefs. 


5:8 The Philistine government was a loose confederacy of five cities, each ruled by a type of warlord. 
Each city was considered a seat of power. The fives cities were Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, Gath, and 
Gaza (6:17). They were sometimes referred to as the Philistine Pentapolis. 

5:11 The Philistines had moved the ark to three of their five cities, hoping that eventually it would be 


subjected by a local deity. 
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œ. Return of the Ark to Israel m7 


For seven months the ark was in the 
country of the Philistines, and their 
land was ‘infested with mice.t 2And the 
Philistines called for their priests, their 
prophets, and their enchanters, saying, 
“What shall we do with the ark of the Lord? 
Instruct us as to how we should return it to 
its place.”t 3So they said, “If you send away 
the ark of the covenant of the God of Israel. 
do not send it away empty. Instead, give it 
as an offering for the plague. Then you 
Shall be healed and be atoned for. 
Otherwise His hand may never be removed 
from you.” 7 
‘Then they said, “What shall we offer to 
Him for this torment?” They answered, 
“Five golden emerods for each of the num- 
ber of: lords of the Philistines, since the 
Same offense was on al! of you, on vour 
leaders and the people. "And for each lord 
add a gold mouse that images the mize ui- 
terly ravaging your land. Then ‘you shati 
give glory to the Lord: perhaps He may 
lighten His hand from you, from ‘off your 
gods, and from off your land. "Why do you 
yet harden your hearts, as did Egypt, and 
Pharaoh hardened their hearts? Was it not 





when he mocked them that they let the peo- | 


ple go, and they departed? ‘Now therefore, 
make a new wagon and take two cows with 


firstborn calves, and hitch the cows to the | 


wagon. But lead the newly born calves to 


the pen. ®Now take the ark and set it on the | 


wagon, and place the offering of the golden 
vessels you shall render to Him in a chest 
next to it. And send it away and let it de- 
part. "Then you shall see; if it goes through 
Beth Shemesh, by way of the coasts, then 
He brought upon us this great evil. But if 
not, then we shall know: His hand did not 
touch us, but only by mere chance.” And 
the Philistines did so. 


They took two cows, each having first- 


born calves, and hitched them to the 


6:1 God will not be manipulated by man. To attempt to do so brings curse rather than blessing. 


| wagon, putting the calves into the pen, 
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Onto the wagon they placed the ark, and 
the chest, and the mice made of gold. The 
cows went straight ahead, by way of Beth. 
Shemesh, on the only beaten path. They 
proceeded and labored and did not turn 
aside either to the right or to the left. And 
the lords of the Philistines followed it to the 
border of Beth-Shemesh. 

~ 13Now the men of Beth-Shemesh were ip 
the valley to reap the harvest of their 
wheat. They lifted up their eyes and saw 


the ark of the Lord, and they rejoiced to — 


greet it. '4The wagon came to a stop in the 
field of Joshua of Beth-Shemesh. And next 
to the wagon they set a large stone. They 
split the wood of the wagon and offered 


the cows as a whole burnt offering to the — 


Lord.t 5The Levites took up the ark of the 
Lord and with it the chest and the gold ves- 
sels and put them on the large stone. And 


on this day the men of Beth Shemesh of- — 
1ered burnt offerings and made sacrifices 
to the Lord. '®So when the five lords of the 


Philistines saw it, they returned on the 
same day to Ashkelon. | 
These are the places the gold emerods 
were given as an offering to the Lord: one 
for Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ash- 
kelon, one for Gath, and one for Ekron. 
l8And the gold mice were according to the 
number of all the cities of the Philistines 
belonging to the five lords, from the cities 
being fortified as far as the villages of 
Pherezite, and as far as the great stone 
where they placed the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, in the field of Joshua of Beth- 
Shemesh. | 
l9Now the sons of Jechoniah were no 
pleased, nor were the people of Beth- 
Shemesh, because as they looked at the ark 
of the Lord, the Lord smote fifty thousand 


| and seventy men from among them. An 
the people mourned because of the people — 


the Lord smote such a deadly blow.t 


6:2-12 The Philistines devised a test to see whether the God of Israel was truly the source of their tribu- 
lation. The cows should have naturally come home to their offspring rather than walking away towa 
the land of Israel, Yet God had promised to remain with His people, and He guided the ark back to 


Israel, 


6:14 The people's natural response to the return of God's presence was to worship God with sacrifices- 
The focus of the worship was not on the ark, but on the presence of God that the ark contained. In th® 
Church, the ark is understood typologically as the person of the Virgin Mary. Honoring the Theotokos # 
the Mother of God who bore the Savior of our souls draws the heart to worship Him, together with His 


Father and the Holy Spirit. | | 


6:19 Once again, the people begin mishandling tha 


improper to man. 


t which is holy by trying to investigate that which 6 | 
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™ The Ark at Kirjath Jearim e> of the Philistines marched up against Is- 

HAnd the men of Beth-Shemesh: said, | rael. And when the sons of Israel heard of 
“Who shall be able to come before this holy | it, they were afraid before the Philistines. 
Lord? And to whom shall the ark of the | °So the sons of Israel said to Samuel, “Do 
Lord go up from us?” 2'So they sent mes- | not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for 
sengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath | us; and He will save us from the hand of 
Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have | the Philistines.”* 9And Samuel took one 
brought back the ark of the Lord, so come | Suckling lamb and offered it, with all the 
down and take it up with you” -° people as a whole burnt offering to the 
Lord. Then Samuel cried out to the Lord 
concerning Israel, and the Lord heard 
him.t “Now as Samuel was offering the 


Lea plea cee seta burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to 
of the Lord and brought it into the house of | go battle against Israel. But the Lord thun- 


Abinadab. on the hill. They consecrated | dered with a loud noise against the 


Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the Philistines that day, and so confused them 
covenant of the Lord safe. that they were overcome before Israel. 
11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah 


~ Samuel as Judge in Israel => and pursued the Philistines, and struck 
“It came to pass that from the very day | them down below Beth Car. 


the ark was in Kirjath Jearim, the days |  1?Then Samuel took one stone and set it 
multiplied to become twenty years. And all | up between Mizpah and the older one, 
the house of Israel watched for the Lord.t | and called it Ebenezer, a Stone of Help, 
“Then Samuel spoke to all'the house of Is- | saying. “The Lord helped us here.” 1350 
rael, saying, “If you return tothe Lord with | the Lord humbled the Philistines, and 
all your hearts, if you put away the foreign they ‘no longer came into the territory of 
gods and the sacred groves from among | Israel And the hand of the Lord was 
you, and if you prepare your hearts for the | against the Philistines all the days of 
Lord and serve Him alone, He wil! deliver | Samuel. 14And the cities which the 
you from the hand of the Philistines.”t 4So | Philistines took from the children of Is- 


Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came 
and brought up the ark of the covenant 


the sons of Israel removed the Baals and | rael were returned: they returned them to 
the sacred groves for Ashtoreths, and | Israel from Ekron to Gath, and they took 
served the Lord alone. °And Samuel said, | the coast of Israel out of the hand of the 
“Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will | Philistines. There was peace between Is- 
pray to the Lord for you.” ®So they gath- | rael and the Amorites. 5And Samuel 
ered at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it | judged Israel all the days of his life. 16He 
out upon the earth before the Lord. And | went yearly on a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, 
there they fasted on that day and said, “We | and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in all 
sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel | those holy places. "But he always re- 
judged the sons of Israel at Mizpah.t | turned to Ramah, for his home was there, 
When the Philistines heard that the sons | and there he judged Israel, and there he 
of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the lords | built an altar to the Lord. 





7:2 The ark was not brought back to Shiloh, where it had been abused by the sons of Eli, but was taken 
to a new place, where the people of Israel kept their eye firmly fixed upon it so it might not depart 
again. | | ) | 

7:3 Throughout the period of the Judges and Kings, the problem of idolatry continued to plaque Israel. 
samuel was not asking for a partial commitment to God, but for the people to completely remove any 
trace of idolatry from their lives and serve God only. | 

7:6 Samuel's act of pouring water as an offering to the Lord is a type of baptism, and a symbol of the 
cleansing that people needed as they repented over their attitude toward God and His holy objects. 
7:8 Samuel had proven himself a committed intercessor for the people, and they relied on him once 
again to pray on their behalf. | pi 
7:9-13 The Philistines are a type of sin and its dominion over those who do not follow the Lord with all 
their heart. When God's people are far from Him, sin reigns over them. Yet when they draw near to 
God and cry out for mercy and forgiveness, He delivers them from the enemy. | 














and servants. “And 
servants, your female servants, your finest 
cattle, and your donkeys, and take a tenth 
of them for his work. "He will take a tenth 
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wa Israel Wants a King .= 


Now when Samuel was old, he made | 

his sons judges over Israel.t 2And these | 
were the names of his sons: the firstborn 
was Joel, and the name of his second, 
Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. | 
3But his sons did not walk in his ways. They 
turned aside after dishonest gain, took 
bribes, and perverted justice. — 

‘Then all the men of Israel gathered to- 
gether and came to Samuel at Ramah, “and | 
said to him, “Look, you have become old, 
and your sons do not walk in your ways. 
Now establish a king for us to judge us like 
all the rest of the nations.” ®But this was 
evil in the eyes of Samuel when they said, 
“Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel 


I8Then in that day you will cry out before 


days, because you chose a king for your. 
selves.” 


to Samuel: and they said to him, “No, rather 


20Then we will be like all the other nations, 
and our king will judge us and go out be- 
fore us and fight our battles.” 2!And Samuel 
heard all the words of the people and re- 





prayed to the Lord. ’And the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in 
whatever they might say to you, tor they 
have not rejected you, Dut rather they have | mi Sn i, 
rejected Me, to bring to naught My reign | 2S OW. ) 

over them.t ®In everything they did to Me | æ Saul to Be the King 7- 

since the day I brought them up irom |) There was a man from the sons of 
Egypt, even to this day, they have forsaken | 7 Benjamin whose name was Kish the 
Me and have served other gods. So too they | son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of 
are doing this to you. Now listen tq their . EE 
voice: only you Shall testify solemaly to a4 man of power. 2And he had a tall and 
them and announce to them the custom of | handsome son whose name was Saul. 


> . ; ke mt . 
the king who will reign over them. There was no more handsome person than 


and make them a king.” And Samuel said 


he will take your male | 


of your sheep. And you will be his servants, | 
“your king whom you chose for yourselves — 
and the Lord will not hear you in those | 

19But the people were unwilling to listen 


it is that we want a king to be over us, 


peated them in the hearing of the Lord. So | 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed their voice, — 


to the men of Israel, “Let every man go to | 


Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, — 


So Samuel spoke all the words of the | he among the children of Israel. He wasa 


Lord to the people who asked him for a | head taller than anyone else in the land. 
king. !!And he said, “This will be the cus- | 3Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, 
tom of the king who shall reign over you. | were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, 
He will take your sons and put them in his | “Take one of the servants with you, and 
chariots, and among his. horsemen, and | arise, go and look for the donkeys.” ‘S0 
running before his chariots; and for him- | they passed through the mountain of 
self, he will appoint them as captains over | Ephraim and through the land of Shalisha 
his thousands, and captains over his hun- | but they did not find them. Then they 
dreds; and to harvest his crop and gather | passed through the land of Shaalim, an 
his vintage; and to make his weapons of | they were not there. Then he passed 
war and instruments for his chariots. He | through the land of the Benjamites, bu! 
will take your daughters to be perfumers, | they did not find them. 5When they hað 
cooks, and bakers. '4And he will take the | come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his 
best of your fields, your vineyards, and | servant who was with him, “Come, let US 
your olive groves and give them to his ser- | return, or my father will stop worrying 
vants. He will take a tenth of your grain | about the donkeys and become worrieé 
and your vintage and give it to his eunuchs | about us.” 30 arit Ti 


8:1-5 Unfortunately, Samuel did not learn a lesson from Eli in rearing his own children. Just as Eli's chil- 
dren departed from the ways of God, so did Samuel's sons. It was the wickedness of these judges, 
Samuel's sons, that prompted the people to ask for a king to rule over them. 

8:7 God tells Samuel that their rejection of him as judge is a rejection of God Himself; yet God will an- 
swer their cry for a king, | 

8:9-18 God is willing to give the people what they want, but He warns them of the dangers of a 
monarchy. These warnings which Samuel gave the people were fulfilled during the days of the good 
king, Solomon. Solomon taxed the people heavily so that he might build the temple. | 





= eee SE 
















‘And the servant said to him, “Look now, 
in this city there is a man of God, and he is 
an honorable man. All that he says surely 
comes to pass. So now let us go there; per- 
haps he can tell us the way we should go.” 
‘Then Saul said to his servants who were 
with him, “But look, if we go, what shall we 
bring the man of God? For the bread in our 
vessels is all gone, and there is no more 
that belongs to us to bring to the man of 
God.” *And the servant answered Saul 
again and said, “Look, I have here in my 
hand one fourth of a shekel of silver. Give 
it to the man of God to tell us our way.” 9Be- 
fore this time in Israel, every one who went 
to inquire of God said, “Come, let us go up 
to the seer,” for the people previously called 
the prophet the seer.t 

Then Saul said to his servant, “Well | 
said! Come, let us go.” So they went to the 
city where the man of God was. lAs they 
went up the hill to the city, they found some 
young women going out to draw water and 
Said to them, “Is the seer here?” '2And the 
young women answered them, and said, | 
“Look! He is just ahead of you. He is here 
now on account of the day; he has come 
into the city today because there is a sacri- 
fice for the people on the high place. ISAS | 
soon as you enter the city, you will surely 
find him there before he goes up to the high 
place to eat. For the people will not eat un- 
til he comes, for he blesses the Sacrifice, | 
and afterward the guests will eat. Now go 
up, for about this time you will find him.” 
'4S0 they went up to the city. As they were 
coming into the midst of the city, there was 
Samuel coming out to meet them on his 
Way up to the high place. 

‘Now the day before Saul arrived, the 
Lord revealed to the ear of Samuel, saying, 
‘*“Tomorrow about this time I will send you 
a Man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
Shall anoint him commander over My peo- 
ple Israel. He will save My people from the 
hand of the Philistines, for I have looked 
upon the humiliation of My people, be- 
Cause their cry has come to Me.” And 
when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to 
him, “There he is, the man of whom I spoke 
to you. This one shall rule over My people.” 
Then Saul approached Samuel in the 












His inheritance.t 


"R The ministry of prophet includes the ability to see into the future, as 
en, 
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midst of the city, and said, “Please tell me, 
where is the seer’s house?” 9And Samuel 
answered Saul and said, “I am he. Go up 
before me to the high place and eat with me 
today, and in the morning before I send you 
forth, I will tell you all that is in your heart. 
"But as for your donkeys lost three days 
ago, do not let your heart be anxious about 
them, for they have been found. And to 
whom is the beauty of Israel? Is it not on 
you and on your father’s house?” 2!Then 


| Saul answered and said, “Am I not a son of 


Benjamin, of the smallest branch of the 
tribes of Israel, and my family the least of 
all the tribe of the branch of Benjamin? 
Why then do you speak like this to me?” 

22Now Samuel took Saul and his servant 
and brought them into the hall, and he set 
a place for them among the chief of those 
who were called—about seventy men. 
And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the 
portion-I gave you which I told you to set 
beside you.” 24So the cook lifted up the 
thigh and set it before Saul. Then Samuel 
said to Saul, “Behold! A remnant is set be- 
fore you. Eat, because it is placed in front of 
you as a testimony to the others. Take of it.” 
And on that day, Saul ate with Samuel. 


| When they had come down from the high 


place into the city, they spread a bed for 
Saul on the housetop. 26He slept. 


œ Saul Anointed King of Israel a 

As the morning dawned, Samuel called to 
Saul on the housetop, saying, “Rise up, that | 
may send you on your way.” And Saul arose, 
and he and Samuel went outside. 27As they 
were going down to the outskirts of the city, 
Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go 
on ahead of us. But you stand here today, 


and give heed to the word of God.” 
] () Then Samuel took a vial of Olive oil 
and poured it on his head, and 
kissed him and said to him, “Has not the 
Lord anointed you as ruler to His people, 
Over Israel? You shall rule among the peo- 
ple of the Lord, and you Shall save them 
from the hand of their enemies round 
about them. For you, this Shall be the sign 
that the Lord anointed you as a ruler for 
“As you depart from me 


Well as to read the hearts of 


10:1-10 Saul’s anointing as king by Samuel is a type of the sacrament of Chrismati inti 
iul's : | | mation. The anointin 
brought with it the descent of the Holy Spirit upon his life, ; 


giving Saul another heart (v. 9). 
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today, you shall come to find two men by 
Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin 
who are jumping about ecstatically, and 
they will say to you, “The donkeys you 
searched for are found, but take notice, 
your father stopped worrying about news 
concerning the donkeys and is anxious 
about you, saying, “What shall I do about 








my son?’” 3Then you shall go on from | 


there and come to the oak tree: of Tabor. 
There you will find three men going up to 
God at Bethel, one carrying three young 
goats, one -carrying three containers of 
bread, and one carrying a skin of wine, 
4And they will entreat you in peace and 
give you two loaves of bread; which you 
shall take from their hands. °After this; you 
shall come to the hill of God, which for:the 
Philistines is the -high place there.- The 


Philistine Nasib is located there. And when | 


you enter the city, you will meet a band of 
prophets coming down from the high place 
with. a stringed instrumen}, a tambourine, 
a flute, and a harp before them. They will 
be prophesying. “then the Spirit of the 
Lord will come upon. you, and you.shall 
prophesy with them, and -you shall be 
turned into another man. ‘And when these 
signs shall come to pass for you, do all the 
many things your hand finds to..do, 
because God is with you. *You shall go 
down before me to Gilgal, and I will come 
down to you to offer burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. You shall wait for seven 


days, till I come to you and show you what | 


to do.” | 

So it came about that when he turned 
his back to depart from Samuel, God gave 
him another heart; and all the signs came 
to pass on that day.t !°And he came there to 
the hill, and behold there was a band of 
prophets opposite him, and the Spirit of 
God came upon him, and he prophesied in 
the midst of them. !!It came about that all 
those who had seen him previously saw it, 
and behold, he was in the midst of the 
prophets. And the people said, each one to 
his neighbor, “What is this that has hap- 
pened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” !2Then one of them 
answered and said, “But who is his father?” 
Therefore it became a proverb: “Truly, even 
Saul is among the prophets.” And he fin- 
ished prophesying and: came to the hill. 
l4Then his kinsman said to him and his ser- 








10:9 The Spirit of God always brings transformation wherever He is present, teak iii 












vant, “Where did you go?” So he said, “Ty | 
look for the donkeys. We saw they were — 
lost; we went to Samuel.” And the king. 
man said to Saul, “What did Samuel say to 
you?” !6So Saul said to'his kinsman, “In his 
explaining, he told me the donkeys were 
found.” But he did not tell him about the 
matter of the kingdom. 








< Saul Proclaimed King 7» 


i7Then Samuel proclaimed to all the peo- 
ple in the presence of the Lord at Mizpah, | 
l8and to the sons of Israel he said, “Thus 
says the Lord God of Israel, ‘I brought the — 
sons of Israel up from Egypt and delivered ` 
you from the hand of Pharaoh, king of | 
Egypt, and from all the kingdoms that op- 
pressed you.’ !9But today you rejected God, 
who Himself is your Savior from all your 
adversities and tribulations. And you said 
to Him, ‘No! Set a'king over us!’ Therefore, 
now stand before the Lord according to 
your tribes and according to your families.” 
20Then Samuel brought near all the tribes 
of Israel, and by lot the-tribe of Benjamin 
was chosen. 2!And he brought near the 
tribe of Benjamin by families, and by lot 
the family of Matri was chosen. And the — 
men of the family of Matri came near, and 
by lot Saul, the son of Kish, was chosen. — 
But when Samuel sought him, he could not 
be found. 22So Samuel asked yet again of © 
the Lord, “Has this man come here yet?’ | 
And the Lord answered, “Look! He is there, | 
hidden among the equipment.” 28So they 
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ran and brought him from there. And when 


Saul stood among the people, he was ê 


head taller than all the other people. “Then 


Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see 
him whom the Lord has chosen for Him- 
self, that there is no one like him among å 
of you?” | WE 
All the people recognized and unde 
stood and said, “Long live the king!” >The? 
Samuel explained to the people the custom — 
of the king, and he wrote it in a book an 
placed it before the Lord. And Samuel sen! 
all the people away, and every man went t0 
his place. 26And Saul also went home t0 
Gibeah; and. with Saul, the sons of val! 
whose hearts the Lord inspired. 27But pè" 
verse men said, “How shall this man save 
us?” So they despised him and brought! 
no gifts. | 


















vk It came to be, about a month later, 

Nahash the Ammonite marched up 
and encamped against Jabesh Gilead, and 
all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash thé 
Ammonite, “Make a covenant with us, and 
we will serve you.” 2And Nahash the 


Ammonite answered them, “I will make a 


covenant with you on this one condition, 


that I should put out all your right eyes, and | 


Į will lay a reproach upon Israel.” Then the 
men of Jabesh said to him, “Hold off seven 
days for us, SO We may send messengers to 
all the territory of Israel. And if then there 
is no one to Save us, we will come out to 
you.” 

4So the messengers came to Saul at 
Gibeah, and in the hearing of the people 


they told the news. And all the people lifted | 


up their voices and wept. And behold, af- 
ter the early morning, Saul came forth 
from the field and said, “What makes the 
people weep?” So they explained to him in 
detail the words of the sons of Jabesh. And 
as Saul heard these words, the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon him and_ his; anger was 
greatly aroused. “Then he took two oxen 
and cut them in pieces.and. sent them 
throughout the territory of Israel. by the 
hands of. messengers, saying, “Whoever 
does not follow Saul and Samuel, so shall it 
be done to his oxen.” | 


And the fear of the Lord fell on the peo- | 


ple of Israel, and they cried out as one man. 
8When Saul numbered them in Bezek on 
the high place, the men of Israel were six 
hundred thousand, and the men of Judah 
seventy thousand. 9And they said to the 
messengers who came, “Thus you shall say 
to the men of Jabesh, ‘Tomorrow, by the 
time the sun is hot, you shall have deliver- 
ance.” So the messengers came into the 
city and reported it to the men of Jabesh, 
and they were glad. Therefore the men of 


Jabesh said to Nahash the Ammonite, “To- | 
morrow we will come out to you, and you | 


may do with us whatever seems good to 
you.” !!And it came about on the next day 


army into three companies, and then in the 
morning watch they entered into the midst 
of the camp and struck the sons of Ammon 


| until the heat of the day. And those who 


survived scattered, so no two of them were 
left together.t !2Then the people said to 
Samuel, “Who was saying, ‘Saul shall not 
reign over us’? Bring the men so we may 
put them to. death.” !3But Saul said, “No one 
shall; be put to death today, for today the 
Lord has accomplished salvation in Israel.” 

14Then Samuel said to the people, “Let us 


/go to Gilgal and restore the kingdom 


there.” !5S0 all the people went to Gilgal, 
and there Samuel anointed Saul king be- 
fore the Lord in Gilgal. And there they sac- 
rificed the meat offering and the peace of- 
ferings before. the Lord, and Samuel 
rejoiced, as did all Israel; exceedingly. 


«=. Samuel Speaks at Saul’s Coronation 7- 
12 Now Samuel said to all the men of 

Israel, “Indeed! I heeded your voice 
in all the many things you said to me, and I 
appointed a king to reign for you.t 2Now 
behold, the king goes before you, and I 
grow old and will rest. And behold, my 
sons are with you..And behold, I have 
walked before you from my youth fo this 
day. *Behold, here I am; answer against me 
before my Lord and before His anointed 
one. Whose calf have I taken, or whose 
donkey have I taken? Whom of you have I 
oppressed, or whom have I cheated? From 
whose hand have I taken any bribe, even a 
sandal? Bear witness against me, and I will 
pay it back to you.” *And they said to 


Samuel, “You have not wronged us or 


oppressed us or crushed us, nor taken any- 
thing from anyone’s hand.” “Then Samuel 
said to the people, “The Lord is witness 
among you, and His anointed one is wit- 
ness this day, that you have not found any- 
thing in my hand.” And they answered, “He 
is a witness.” | 

6Then Samuel said to the people, “It is 
the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron 
as witnesses. It is the Lord who brought 





11:11-15 Saul’s initial act as king was to defend the defenseless against cruel oppressors, Even in this 


early battle he displays 
kingship. The people of Jabesh were 


they were the only people willing to care for his remains after his death. 


his military genius, and also the mercy he has on those who initially rejected his 
forever indebted to him, and even after his slide into apostasy, 


12:1-5 Before Samuel begins exhorting the people, he seeks their support. The people proclaim his 
innocence in the face of his humility and willingness to repent for any wrongdoing. He then calls on the 


Lord and Saul, His anointed, as witnesses to his uprightness. 


i 
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your fathers up from Egypt.t 7Now, there- 
fore, stand still and I will judge you before 
the Lord and relate to you all the righteous 
acts the Lord did for you and your fathers. 
8Thus when Jacob and his sons went into 
Egypt and Egypt humbled them, and our 
fathers cried out to the Lord and the Lord 
sent Moses and Aaron, He brought your fa- 








thers out of Egypt and settled them in this | 


place. 9And they forgot the Lord their God, 
and He delivered them over into the hands 
of Sisera, commander of Jabin king of Ha- 
zor, into the hands of the Philistines, and 
into the hands of the king of Moab; and 
they waged war against them. Then they 


eee 


cried out to the Lord and said, ‘We have > 


sinned because we have forsaken the Lord. 
We served the Baals and the sacred groves; 
but now deliver us from the hand of our en- 
emies and we will serve You.’ And the 
Lord sent Jerubbaal. Barak, Jephthah, and 
Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand 
of your enemies on every side, and you 
then dwelt in safety. '2And you saw Nahash 
king of the sons of Ammon come against 
you, and you said, ‘No, none but a king 


shall reign over us’; whereas the Lord your | away, each man to his dwelling. 


2And Jonathan smote Nasib the Philistine — 
who dwelt in the hill; and the Philistines — 


God is your King. 


13*Now, therefore, here is the king you | 


have chosen, and see, the Lord has. pro- 
vided a king for you. If you fear the Lord 
and serve Him and obey His voice, and do 
not resist the words of the Lord, then both 
you and the king who reigns over you will 
continue to follow the Lord. !5But if you do 
not obey the voice of the Lord, but resist 
the words of the Lord, then the hand of the 
Lord will be against you and against your 
king. !6Now, therefore, stand and see the 
great thing the Lord will do before your 


eyes. "Is today not the wheat harvest? I- 


will call to the Lord, and He will send thun- 
der and rain, that you may know and see 
that you have done great wickedness be- 
fore the Lord in asking a king for your- 
selves.” !8So Samuel called on the Lord, 
and the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
day; and all the people greatly feared the 
Lord and Samuel. 

l9And all the people said to Samuel, 
“Pray for your servants to the Lord your 
God, so that we do not die; for we have 
added to all our sins in asking for our- 








selves a king.” Then Samuel said to the 
people, “Do not fear. You have done all thig 
wickedness; only do not turn away from 
following the Lord. Serve the Lord with all 
your heart. 2!And do not turn aside after 
empty things which cannot profit anyone 
or deliver them, for they are nothing. *For 
the Lord will not reject His people for the 
sake of His mighty name, for it pleased the 
Lord to accept you as His people. **Far be 
it from me to sin against the Lord in ceas- 
ing to pray for you; but I will serve the 
Lord. and show you the good and the right 
way. 24Only fear the Lord and serve Him in 
truth with all your heart, for you know 
what great things He has done for you. 
25But if you still do wickedly, you shall be 
joined together in death, both you and 
your king.” 


æ Battle with the Philistines => 


Saul chose for himself three thou- 
| sand men from the men of Israel. 
Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash 
and on the mountain of Bethel, and a thou- 
sand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of 
Benjamin. He sent the rest of the people 


heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet 
throughout all the land, saying, “The ser- 
vants have rejected us!” 3All Israel heard it 
said that Saul smote Nasib the Philistine. 
Now Israel had been put to shame before 
the Philistines, and the people cried out af- 
ter Saul at Gilgal. 

4Then the Philistines gathered to fight 
with Israel. Thirty thousand chariots and 


| six thousand horsemen came up against Is 
rael, and as many troops as the sand onthe | 





seashore. And they came up and encampe 
in Michmash opposite Beth Aven south- 
ward. 5When the men of Israel saw they 
were in danger, they did not draw near. In- 


| 


stead the people hid in caves, in holes, 2 — 


rocks, in trenches, and in pits. They eve? 
crossed the River Jordan to the land of Gad 
and Gilead. 


«= Saul’s Unlawful Offering «> 
Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the peop!® 


standing with him were confused. “Then 
Saul waited, as Samuel had said, for seve” 


12:6-25 Samuel's sermon expounds on the grace and deliverance of God in the life of Israel. Though 4 
king in Israel was a concession from God, Samuel encourages them that the monarchy will work if bot! 


they and the king continue in God's righteousness. 





333 





days for a testimony. But Samuel did not 
come to Gilgal, and his people scattered 
from him. §So Saul said, “Bring me a sacri- 
fice so | may offer the whole burnt offering 
and peace offering”; and he offered the 
whole burnt offering. And it came to pass, 
when he finished presenting the burnt of- 
fering, Samuel came, and Saul went out to 
meet him so that Samuel might bless him. 
Then Samuel said, “What have you 











done?” And Saul said, “When I saw the | 


people scatter from me, and you did not 
come within the days of testimony as you 
arranged, and the Philistines gathered at 
Michmash, !!then I said, ‘The Philistines 
will now come down against me at Gilgal, 
and I have not prayed in the presence of the 
Lord. Therefore I forced myself, and I of- 
fered a burnt offering.” '2And Samuel said 


to Saul, “You have rendered it vain because | 


you did not keep my commandments which 
the Lord commanded you. For now the 
Lord would have established your kingdom 
over Israel forever. 8But now your king- 
dom shall not stand. The Lord wiil seek a 
man for Himself after His own heart, and 
the Lord will appoint him fo be ruler for 
His people, because you have not kept what 
the Lord commanded you.’t | 
l4Then Samuel arose and departed from 
Gilgal, and the remnant of the people fol- 


lowed behind Saul to join with the men of | 


war. And when they arrived from Gilgal to 
Gibeah of Benjamin, Saul numbered the 
people with him, about six hundred men. 
'5Saul, Jonathan his son, and the people 
with them remained in Gibeah of Benjamin 
and wept. But the Philistines encamped in 


Michmash, !*And the troops came out of | 


the camp of the Philistines in three compa- 
nies; one company turned by way of 
Ophrah toward the land of Shual. !7An- 
other company turned by way of Beth 
Horon, and another company turned by 
way of Gibeah, overlooking the Valley of 
Zeboim. 

l8Now there was not a blacksmith to be 


found throughout all the land of Israel, for 


the Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews 
make swords or spears.” Thus all Israel 
went down to the land of the Philistines to 


forge each man’s ploughshare into his light | 


armor, his tool, his ax, and his sickle. It 
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was near the time of the harvest, and three 
shekels is the value of a ploughshare, and 
the same value for the axes and the sickles. 
2l1And it came about in the days of the 
Michmash war, there was neither sword 
nor spear to be found in the hand of any of 
the troops with Saul and Jonathan. But 
they were found with Saul and Jonathan 
his son. 22And they went out from the land 
of the Philistines to the place beyond Mich- 
mash. 


= Jonathan Defeats the Philistines -7> 

] 4 Now it happened one day that 

. Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to 
the young servant carrying his armor, 
“Come here! Let us cross over to that other 
side, into the outpost of the Philistine garri- 
son.” But he did not tell his father of this. 
2Now Saul sat on the top of the hill under a 
pomegranate tree on the hill in Migron. 
There were about six hundred men with him. 
3And Ahijah the son of Ahitub, brother of 
Ichabod son of Phinehas, son of Eli the 
priest of the Lord in Shiloh, was wearing 








‘the ephod. But the people did not know 


Jonathan had left. 
4In the midst of the passage by which 


Jonathan sought to travel over to the en- 


campment of the Philistines, there was a 
sharp rock on one side and a sharp rock on 
the other. The name of one was Bozez, and 
the name of the other Seneh. "The one 
faced northward opposite Michmash, and 
the other southward opposite Gibeah. 
*Then Jonathan said to his young servant 
carrying his armor, “Come, let us cross over 
into the outpost of these uncircumcised 
men, if by chance the Lord will do some- 
thing for us; for the Lord is not constrained 
to deliver by the many or by the few.” 7So 
his armor-bearer said to him, “Do every- 
thing toward which your heart inclines. Be- 


hold! I am with you as your heart is my 


heart.” Then Jonathan said, “Very well, let 
us cross over to these men, and we will 
come down over them from the hill. 9If they 


| Should say to us, ‘You there, withdraw until 


we send for you,’ then we will stand by our- 
selves and will not go up against them. 
‘But if they say thus, ‘Come up to us,’ then 
we will go up, for the Lord has delivered 
them into our hands, This will be a sign to 
us.” 





13:13 Hilary of Poitiers sees David’s commendation by God as a man after His own heart as a glimpse 


into the prophetic ministry of David, Although David lived under the Mosaic Law, he prophetically 
grasped the fullness of the Gospel fulfilled ultimately in Christ. | | | 
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''When both of them went up to the 
Philistine garrison, the Philistines said, 
“Look, the Hebrews came out of the holes 
they dug, where they hid: themselves.” 
'’Then the men of the garrison called to 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, 
“Come against us and we will show you 











something.” Jonathan said to his armor. | 


bearer, “Come up after I do, for the Lord 
has delivered them into the hands of Is- 
rael.” \8Then Jonathan, with his armor- 
bearer after him, went up on his hands and 
knees. They looked upon the face of 
Jonathan, and he struck them. Even his ar- 
mor-bearer killed them. '*This was the first 
Slaughter Jonathan and his armoy-bearer 
made, taking twenty men with arrows and 
Slings and pebbles of the field. 15Bewilder- 


ment came over the army camp and in the | 
people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the 


field. All the troops in the garrison, and 
those being utterly destroyed, were in a 


state of shock and could not act. The land | 
was aStounded, and bewilderment came | 


from the Lord. | 

l6Now the watchmen of Saul looked, and 
behold, from here it was seen that the op- 
posing army was having trouble, and Saul 
said to the people with him, “Number your- 
selves now and see who has gone out from 
us.”. And they. made a roll call, and 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not 
found. !8And Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the 
ephod here.” For on that day the ephod was 
raised up in the presence of Israel. Now it 
happened as Saul spoke to the priest, that 
the noise in the camp of the Philistines be- 
came louder. So Saul said to the priest, 
“Withdraw your hands.” 2°Then Saul and 
all the people with him cried aloud, and 
they went into battle. Indeed, every man’s 
sword was against the enemy next to him, 
There -was great confusion, #!And the 
slaves who were with the Philistines before 
that time and went up with them to the 
camp, changed loyalties and joined the Is- 
raelites, along with Saul and Jonathan. 
22] ikewise all the men of Israel hidden in 
the mountains of Ephraim, when they 
heard the Philistines had fled, followed 
hard after them in battle, 22On that day, the 
Lord saved Israel, 


a, Saul’s Curse sm: 


All the troops with Saul were about ten- 


thousand men, The battle itself shifted to 
Beth Aven, and it extended to all the cities 
in the mountain of Ephraim. “In ignorance, 


sects 


| good to you. Then the priest said, “COM 








Saul, unaware of the full extent of what hag — 
happened that day, placed the people unde; | 
an oath, saying, “Cursed is the man who 
eats food until the evening, and those gp. 
posed to me, I will punish.” So none of the | 
people tasted food. 2°Before this, all the 
troops had not eaten. And then they came | 
to an oak tree with a beehive nearby on the 
ground. 26As the men approached the bee. 
hive, they continued talking, and no one 
put his hand to his mouth, for they feared 
the oath to the Lord. “But Jonathan had 
not heard his father charge the people with 
the oath. Therefore he stretched out the 
end of the rod that was in his hand and 
dipped it in a honeycomb. He put his hand 
to his mouth and his countenance bright. | 
ened. 28Then one of the people answered 

and said, “Your father strictly charged the 


man who eats food this day.” But the peo- 
ple were growing weary, 2%and Jonathan 
knew it, and said, “See indeed; my father — 
has troubled the land, but look now, how 
my countenance has brightened because | 
tasted a little of this honey. 2°Truly, if the 
people had freely eaten today from the 
spoils of their enemies, the slaughter 
among the Philistines. would. have. been 
greater.” | AT 
3SINow on that day, Saul smote the 
Philistines in Michmash, but the people 
were extremely weary. 32And the. people 
turned to the spoils and took sheep, oxen. 
and calves. And they slaughtered them on 
the ground, and the people ate them with 
the blood. *8This was told Saul, saying 
“They have sinned against the Lord by eat 
ing with the blood!” So Saul said, “Roll 4 
large stone to me here out of. Gethem: 
‘4And Saul said, “Disperse yourselves | 
among the people and say to them, ‘Eve 
one bring his ox and his sheep here an 
slaughter them here on this stone. The! 
eat, but do not sin against the Lord by ea 
ing with the blood, ” So each of the peo! 
brought what was in his hand, and they 
slaughtered them there. Then Saul built 
an altar to the Lord. This was the first i 
he built to the Lord. ‘| 
And Saul said, “Let us go down agains 


eee M 





_| the Philistines by night and plunder the! 


until dawn, Let us not leave a man amo! 
them.” And they said, “Do whatever seems 
here; let us draw near to God.” 510 Sav! 
asked God, “Shall I go down after !™ 








Philistines? Will You deliver them into the 
nands of Israel?” But He did not answer 
him on that day. *And Saul said, “Bring 
here all the chiefs of Israel, and know and 
see today by whom this sin came to be. 39As 
the Lord lives who saved Israel, if the an- 
swer should be against Jonathan my son, 
he shall surely die.” And from among all 
the people no answer was given by anyone. 
40Then Saul said to all Israel, “You may be 
bound, or | and my son Jonathan may be 
bound.” And the people said to Saul, “Do 
what seems good to you.” 

41Saul then said to the Lord God of Is- 





rael, “Why did you not answer your ser- 


vant today? O Lord God of Israel, if there is 
wrongdoing in me or in Jonathan my son, 
give clarity. And if you say this, give mercy 
to your people Israel.” So Saul -and 
Jonathan were designated by lot, and the 
people escaped. *4Then Saul ‘said, “Cast 
lots between me and Jonathan my son. 
Whoever the Lord designates by. lot, let 
him die.” But the people said to Saul, “This 
is not the right thing to do.” But Saul pre- 
vailed over the people, and they cast lots 
between him and Jonathan’ his son: 


Jonathan was appointed by lot. Then > 
Saul said to Jonathan; “Tell me what you | 


did.” And Jonathan told him, saying, “I was 
tasting a little honey with the end of the 
rod that was in my hand. Behold! I must 
die!” 44So Saul said to him, “May God do 
the same to me, and more also, for you 
Shall die today.” “But the people said to 
Saul, “Should he who brought this great 


deliverance in Israel die? As the Lord lives, | 


not one hair of his head should fall to the 

éround, for the people of God prevailed on 

that day.” In this way, the people inter- 

ceded for Jonathan that day, and he did not 

die. “Then Saul returned from pursuing 

the Philistines, and the Philistines went to 
fir own place. 


æ The Royal Family = 
“Now Saul accepted his portion of the 
Work for Israel, and waged war round 
about on all his enemies: against Moab, 
against the sons of Ammon, against the 
‘Ons of Edom, against Betheor, against the 


Kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines, | 


i herever he turned, he was victorious, 
Arr d he gathered an army and smote the 
Malekites and delivered Israel from out of 


© hands of those despising him. “The | 


Ms of Saul were Jonathan, Jishui, and 


D 
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Malchishua. The name of his firstborn 
daughter was Merab, and the name of the 
younger was Michal. “The name of his 
wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahi- 
maaz. And the name of the commander of 
his army was Abner the son of Ner, of the 
house of Saul. 5'Kish was the father of 
Saul, and Ner the father of Abner was the 
son of Jamin, the son of Abiel. Now there 
was fierce war with the Philistines all the 
days of Saul. And when Saul saw any 
mighty man or any valiant man, he gath- 
ered him for himself. 


æ. Defeat of the Amalekites -= 


Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent 
me to anoint you king over Israel. 
Now therefore, heed the voice of the Lord. 
2Thus says the Lord Sabaoth, ‘I will exact 
vengeance for what Amalek did to Israel 
when he met Israel on his journey coming 
out of Egypt. 3Now go and strike down 
|, Amalek and Jerim and all of his things, and 
take nothing from. him..You shall utterly 
| destroy him. You shall curse him and every- 
thing that is his. You shall not spare any- 
thing of his. And you shall slay both man 
and woman, infant and nursing child, calf 
and sheep, and camel and donkey.” 4So 
Saul told the people and numbered them in 
Gilgal, four hundred thousand troops, and 
from Judah thirty thousand troops. ®*And 
Saul came to the cities of Amalek and set 
an ambush in the valley. "Then Saul said to 
the Kenites, “Go and depart from among 
the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with 
them. For you showed mercy to the sons of 
Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So 
the Kenites departed from the midst of 
Amalek. 
7Saul attacked the Amalekites from Hav- 
ilah all the way to Shur, which is before 
Egypt. "He took captive Agag king of the 
Amalekites, and he killed all the people of 
Jerim with the edge of the sword. 9But Saul 
and all the people spared Agag and the best 
of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the 
vineyards, and everything good. They had 
no desire to utterly destroy them—only 
every despised and worthless thing; these 
they destroyed. rity 





«a. The Lord Deposes Saul as King «> _ 


\0Now the word of the Lord came to 
Samuel, saying, !!“I deeply regret I set up 
Saul to reign as king, for he turned back 
from following Me and has not kept My 
words,” And it grieved Samuel, and he 





rose early and journeyed to a meeting with 
Israel in the early morning. Then it was re- 
ported to Samuel, saying, “Saul has been in 
Carmel to gather help to himself.” Samuel 
turned the chariot and went down to Saul 
in Gilgal. And behold, Saul offered the 
whole burnt offering to the Lord, the first 
of the plunder brought out of Amalek. 
Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said 
to him, “Blessed are you by the Lord! I es- 
tablished all the many things the Lord 
said.” '4But Samuel said, “What then is the 
sound of the flock in my ears, and the 
sound of oxen which I hear?” And Saul 
said, “I brought them from Amalek; for the 
people spared the best of the sheep and the 
oxen, in order that they may be sacrificed 
to the Lord your God. The rest I utterly de- 
stroyed.” '*But Samuel said to Saul, “Be 


quiet, and I will teli you what the Lord said | 


to me last night.” And Saul said to him, 
“Speak on.” l 

7S0 Samuel said to Saul, “Were you not 
small before Him, you who with a sceptre 
lead all the families of the tribes of Israel? 
Even so, the Lord still anointed you king 
over Israel.t '8Now the Lord sent you off on 
a mission and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy 


the sinners for me, the Amalekites, and 
fight against them until you consume | 


them. !9Why did you not heed the voice of 
the Lord, but rushed down on the spoils 
and did evil before the Lord?” 

20And Saul said to Samuel, “For the sake 
of the people, I listened to their voice, but | 
also went in the ways the Lord sent me. I 
brought back Agag king of Amalek and ut- 
terly destroyed the Amalekites. 2'But the 
people took of the plunder, the sheep and 
the oxen, the best of what should have been 
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice before the 
Lord our God in Gilgal.” 22Then Samuel 





15:11 Melito of Sardis calls the repentance of the Lord a “change of His procedure” with man, Tertul- 
lian views God's regret as a judgment against the character of Saul rather than as.a self-incriminating 


turn back nor repent. For He is not like a 









and pain. Because you rejected the word of 
the Lord, the Lord rejects you from remain- 
ing king over Israel.” Then Saul said to 
Samuel, “I sinned because I transgressed 
the word of the Lord and your word; for | 
feared the people and heeded their voice 
25Now therefore, take away my sin and re- 
turn with me, so that I can worship the 
Lord your God.” 26But Samuel said to Saul, 
“T will not return with you, because you re- 
jected the word of the Lord, and the Lord — 
rejects you from remaining king over Is- 
rael.” | 

27As Samuel turned his face to go away, 
Saul grasped the edge of his robe and tore | 


| 


it. 28So0 Samuel said to him, “The Lord has 
| rent the kingdom of Israel from your hand — 


today, and He will give it to a neighbor of 
yours who is better than you. And Israel 
will be divided in two, and God shall not 


man that He should repent.” 2°Then Saul 
said, “I have sinned, but indeed honor me 
before the elders of Israel and my people. 
Return with me, and I will worship the 
Lord your God.” 31So Samuel turned back 
after Saul, and he worshiped the Lord. 
2Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag 
king of Amalek.” So Agag came to him 
trembling. And Agag said, “Surely this § 
the bitter death.” And Samuel said (0 
Agag, “As your sword made women child: 
less, so shall your mother be made child- 
less among women.” So before the Lord: 
Samuel put Agag to death in Gilgal. “The? 
Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went uP 


———— 











repentance of wrongdoing. Augustine clarifies this even further by explaining that God's repentance 
does not negate His foreknowledge, but is a change in how man expects God to act. In this sense, GO 
is always acting in ways contrary to man’s expectations. , | 
15:17-22 John Cassian uses this example of Saul's undoing to promote the need for discernment and 
discretion in the spiritual life. Watchfulness over one’s own soul protects against all manner of evil an 
undoing. Gregory the Great also uses this example of Saul as a warning against human pride. fe 
15:22 Irenaeus points out that God did not command sacrifices for His own benefit, but for the bene 
of man, in order to train him in righteousness and obedience, | 
15:24-26 Saul seems to repent, yet God does not accept his confession as He did that of David after 
David's sin, St. Augustine notes that mere outward confession of sin is not what God desires, but an 
inward change of heart. One only has to look at the lives of Saul and David to see that one truly 


repented and the other did not. 
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to his house at Gibeah. 35And Samuel did | 





not go to see Saul again until the day of his 
death. Nevertheless, Samuel mourned for 
Saul, and the Lord regretted that Saul 
reigned over Israel.t 


= David Anointed King of Israel o> 


] Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How 

- long will you mourn for Saul, seeing 
I have rejected him from reigning over 
Israel? Fill your horn with olive oil and 
come. | will send you to Jesse in Bethle- 
hem, for | have seen someone among his 
sons to reign for Me.” 2And Samuel said, 
“How can | go? Saul will hear it and he will 
kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer 
in your arms and Say, ‘I have come to sacri- 
fice to the Lord, 2Then invite Jesse to the 


You shall anoint the one I tell you.” 
4So Samuel did everything the Lord said 


to him and went to Bethlehem. And the el- | 


ders of the town were astonished at meet- 
ing him, and they said, “Seer, do you come 
in peace?” 5And he said, “Peaceably I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify 
yourselves and rejoice with me today.” 
Then he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and 
he invited them to the sacrifice. ‘And it 
came to be when they entered that Samuel 
looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the 
anointed of the Lord is before Him.” 7But 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Have no regard 
for his outward appearance, nor for the 
Maturity of his stature, because I have re- 
fused him. For man does not see as God 


sees; for man looks at the outward appear- | 


ance, but the Lord sees into the heart.”t 
"So Jesse called Abinadab and made him 
Dass before Samuel. And Samuel said, “The 
Lord did not choose this one either.” Then 
Jesse brought Shammah. But Samuel said, 
“Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” Thus 
Jesse brought seven of his sons before 
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
Lord has not chosen these.” !! Then Samuel 
Said to Jesse, “Are there any other young 
men here?” Then Jesse said, “There re- 


mains yet the youngest, keeping the sheep.” | d | 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring | they gathered at Sochoh of Judah. They 





him. For we will not sit down till he comes 





15:35 Jerome and John Cassian both note that godly men have wept over the sins of others. Jerome 
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here.” 1250o he sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and 
good-looking to the Lord. And the Lord 
said to Samuel, “Arise, anoint David; for he 
is good!” Then Samuel took the horn of 


| olive oil and anointed him in the midst of 


his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day forward. 
So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 


=~. David in the Court of Saul => 
4But the Spirit of the Lord departed 
from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord 
tormented him. !°And Saul’s servants said 
to him, “Behold, an evil spirit from the Lord 
is tormenting you. !*Now let your servants 


| Speak before you, and let them seek for our 


sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. | lord a man who knows how to play the 


harp. And it will come to pass when the evil 


Spirit is upon you, he will play his harp, and 
it will be good for you and give you rest.” 
"Sọ Saul said to his servants, “Indeed, seek 
out for me a man who plays skillfully and 


bring him.to me.” !8Then one of his ser- 


vants answered and said, “Look, I have 
seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who 
understands playing on the harp, a prudent 
man, a man of war, wise in speech, hand- 
some; and the Lord is with him.” 

Therefore Saul sent messengers to 
Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, 
who is with the sheep.” 2°And Jesse took a 
homer of bread, a skin of wine, and one 
young goat, and sent them by the hand of 
his son David to Saul. 2!So David came to 
Saul and stood before him. And he loved 
him greatly, and he became his armor- 
bearer. Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying, 
“Let David stand here before me, for he has 
found favor in my sight.” 23So whenever the 
evil spirit was upon Saul, David would take 
a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul 
would become well refreshed, and the evil 
spirit would depart from him. 


w David and Goliath =a 


] 7 Now the Philistines brought their 
armies together for battle, and 


states, “Good men have always sorrowed for the sins of others, Samuel of old lamented for Saul be- 
Cause he neglected to treat the ulcers of pride with the balm of penitence.” Rather than rejoicing in the 


lailures of others, godly sorrow is in order. 


16:7 According to Cyprian, God's judgment will not-be merely of outward appearances, but will pene- 
‘ate much deeper into the heart of man: He sees the heart and mind of every person, and He will 
Judge not only our deeds, but even our words and thoughts. 








Philistines stood on a mountain on one 
side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 
other side, with the valley between them. 
4And a mighty man went out from the 
battle line of the Philistines named Goliath, 


from Gath. His height was four cubits and a | 


span.t 5He had a helmet on his head, and he 
wore a breastplate of chain mail; and the 
weight of his breastplate was five thousand 
shekels of brass and iron. ®And he had ar- 
mor made of bronze on his legs and a 
bronze shield between his shoulders. 7Now 


the staff of his spear was like the beam ofa 


loom, and his iron spearhead weighed six 
hundred shekels. A shield-bearer went be- 


mor. David made a trial walking with them 
atime or two. And David said to Saul, “I am 











uncircumcised Philistine will be as one of 
them to me. Will Inot go and kill him today, | 
and remove the reproach of Israel? For who | 
is this uncircumcised one who challenged | 
the ranks of the armies of Israel? The 
Lord, who delivered me from the paw of 
the lion and from the paw of the bear, He 
will deliver me from the hand of this uncir- 
cumcised Philistine.” And Saul said to 
David, “Go, and the Lord will be with you!” 

i8Sọ Saul clothed David with armor, and 
he put a bronze helmet on his head, (Sand 
he girded David with his sword over his ar- 





SEES 


not able to go with these, for I have not 
tested them.” So they removed them. 
20Then David took his staff in his hand, and 
chose for himself five smooth stones from 
the brook. He put them in a shepherd’s bag 


oe 


fore him. 8Then he stood and'shouted out to | to store away, and in his hand was his sling 
the armies of Israe! and said to them, “Why | He then approached the Philistine. 


have you come out to line up for battie 
against us? Am I not a Philistine, and you 
Hebrews of Saul? Choose a man ior your- 
selves. and let him come down to me. “li he 
is able to fight with me and kill me, then we 
will be your servants. But if I am abie to kill 
him, then you shall be our servants and 
serve us.” !°And the Philistine said, “Look! 
This very day I challenge the ranks of the 
armies of Israel. Give me a man that the 
two of us can fight one on one.” '!'When 
Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly 
afraid. , 

But David said to Saul, “Let not the 
heart of my lord fall in regards to him. Your 
servant will go and fight with this for- 
eigner” And Saul said to David, “No, you 
are not able to go to the Philistine to fight 


him, since you are a young man, and he is | 


a man of war from his youth.” 1#But David 
said to Saul, “Your servant used to tend the 
flock for his father, and when a lion or a 
bear came and took a sheep out of the 
flock, !5I followed it and struck it, and deliv- 
ered the sheep from its mouth, And as it 
arose against me, I caught it by its throat 
and struck and killed it. Your servant 





17:4 Goliath is over nine feet tall, 


17:4-33 This familiar story reminds us of the courage in men’s hearts when their faith is placed 
pletely in God, Goliath taunts David, but David's faith becomes evident when he does not cower 


| with a shield. But I come to you in the name 


smote both the lion and the bear; and the 


21And when Goliath saw David, he dis- 
dained him; for he was a young boy, ruddy 
with a good countenance. 22So the Philis- 
tine said to David, “Am I as a dog, that you 
come against me with a staff and stones” 
Then David said, “No, worse than a dog" 
And the Philistine cursed David by his 
gods. 23And the Philistine said to David 
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh to 
the birds of heaven and the beasts of the 
field!” j 

24Then David said to the Philistine, “You 


come to me with a sword, with a spear, an 


x ee eee 


of the Lord Sabaoth, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom you reproached today, “1 
day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 
and I will kill you and take your head from | 
you. And this day I will give your carcass 
and the carcasses of the camp of thè 
Philistines to the birds of heaven and the 
wild beasts of the earth, and all the e | 
will know that there is a God in Isra® 
2Then all this assembly shall know thé 
the Lord does not save with sword an | 
spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and the 
Lord will deliver you into our hands.” 

27 And the Philistine arose and came and 
drew near to meet David. 28Then David P 





com 
undef 


the threats, but instead warns Goliath with the hand of God. The armor he rejected represents the aie 


strength of man; David chose the armor of God (see Eph 6:10-17). 


Î 








his hand in his bag and took out one stone. 
He slung it and struck the Philistine on the 
forehead. The stone penetrated through his 
helmet and into his forehead. He fell to the 
ground on his face. So David prevailed 
over the Philistine with a sling and a stone. 
He struck the Philistine and killed him, and 
there was no sword in the hand of David. 
30Therefore, David ran and stood over the 
Philistine, took his sword, and killed him 
and cut off his head. And the Philistines 
saw that their champion was dead, and 
they fled. 

31INow the men of Israel and Judah arose 
and shouted, and pursued them as’far as 
the entrance of Gath and to the gates of 
Ashkelon. And the wounded Philistines fell 
on the way to the gates, even as far as Gath 
and Ashkelon. 22Then the men of Israel re- 
turned from pursuing the Philistines, and 
they plundered their camp. **And David 
took the head of the Philistine and brougiit 
it to Jerusalem. He put his armor in his 
tent. 

= Saul’s Jealousy of David => 
] From all the cities of Israel, women 
came out dancing with tam- 

bourines, with joy, and with cymbals to 
greet David. 2And the women began a song 
and sang, “Saul slew his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands.” 

3These words seemed evil in the eyes of 
Saul, and he said to David, “They ascribed 
to you ten thousands, and to me they as- 
cribed only thousands.” 4So from that day 
forward, Saul eyed David with suspicion, 
Sas Saul was apprehensive of the mere 
presence of David, and he removed David 
from himself. He made David his captain of 
a thousand, and he went out and came in 
before the people.t 7David was prudent in 
all his ways, and the Lord was with him. 
“And Saul saw David to be exceedingly 
wise, and felt challenged by his presence. 
‘But all Israel and Judah loved David, for 
he went out and came in before the people. 


s David Weds Michal > 


Now Michal, daughter of Saul, loved 


David. And it was told to Saul, and it was 
Pleasing in his eyes. !!So Saul said, “I will 


18:6-12 David had been a comforting force in Saul's life; but now Saul sees him as a threat to his 
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give her to him, and she will be a stum- 
bling-block to him.” At this same time, the 
hand of the Philistines was against Saul. 
1299 Saul gave instruction to his servants, 
saying, “Speak to David secretly and say, 
‘Look, the king delights in you, and all his 
servants love you. Become the son-in-law 


of the king.” So Saul’s servants spoke 


these words in the ear of David. And David 


said, “Is it trivial in your eyes if one be- 


comes the son-in-law of the king when he 
is lowly and without honor?” '4And the ser- 
vants of Saul told him what David had said. 
5Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to 
David. ‘The king desires no dowry except 
one hundred foreskins of the Philistines, as 
vengeance on the enemies of the king.’ ” 
However, Saul schemed to deliver David 
into the hands of the Philistines. ©And the 
servants of Saul told David these words, 
and it was pleasing in the eyes of David to 
become the son-in-law of the king. And 
David arose, and he and:his men went and 
killed. in battle a hundred men of the 
Philistines. And he brought their foreskins 
to the king: He became the son-in-law of 
the king, and Saul gave him Michal his 
daughter as wife. '8Thus Saul could see the 
Lord was with David, and all Israel loved 
him. !9Saul was now even more apprehen- 
sive about David. 


s% Saul Seeks David’s Life -> 


Now Saul told Jonathan his son and 
all his servants to kill David. But 
Jonathan, son of Saul, preferred David 


-exceedingly.t 2So Jonathan spoke to David, 


saving, “Saul seeks to kill you. Be on your 
guard until tomorrow morning, and stay 
hidden in a secret place. *I will go out and 


stand with my father in the field. I will 


speak to him about you and about anything 
he may be thinking, and then I will tell 
you.” 

Thus Jonathan spoke well of David to 
Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the 
king sin against his servant David, because 
he has not sinned against you, and his 
deeds are very good. °For he took his life in 
his hands and smote the Philistine, and the 
Lord brought about a great deliverance. All 
Israel saw it and rejoiced. Why then do you 





Power, Saul seeks to kill David by sending him into battle against a thousand Philistines, but David's 


Success threatens Saul all the more. 


19:1-17 Saul, unable to kill David indirectly, commands his servants and even his own son Jonathan to — 


Murder him. His deceit continues as he lies to his own son about saving David's life. 
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sin against innocent blood, to put David to 
death without cause?” 6So Saul heeded the 
voice of Jonathan, and Saul swore, “As the 
Lord lives, he shall not die.” “Then 
Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told 
him all these words. So Jonathan brought 
David to Saul, and he was in his presence 
as before. 8And the war continued to be 
waged against Saul; and David fought 
valiantly and prevailed over the Philistines. 
He struck them with an exceedingly great 
beating, and they fled from before him. 
9An evil spirit came from God upon Saul 
as he was resting in his house with a spear 
in his hand, and David was playing the 
harp. “And Saul sought to strike David 
with his spear, but David slipped away 
from him as he drove the spear into the 
wall. David fled and escaped. !!And that 
night Saul sent messengers tc the house of 
David to keep careful watch over him and 
to kill him in the morning. Anca Micha!, the 
wife of David, told him, saying, “li you do 
not save your life tonight, tomorrow you 
will be killed.” '2S0 Michal let David down 
through a window, and he fled and es- 


caped. And Michal took an image and 


placed it in the bed, put a cover of goats’ 
hair at the head, and covered it with 
clothes. '4And Saul sent messengers to take 
David, and they reported, “He is sick.” 
I5Then Saul sent them back to David, say- 
ing, “Bring him up to me in his bed, so I can 
kill him.” !“And the messengers came, and 
behold, there was the image in the bed, 
with a cover of goats’ hair at the head. 
'7Then Saul said to Michal, “Why did you 
deceive me like this and send my enemy 
away, so he could escape?” And Michal an- 


swered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Send me | 


away! Otherwise I will slay you.’ ” 


tSo David fled and escaped and went to | me. say, ‘David earnestly asked permissi@ 


Samuel at Ramah, and told him all Saul 
had done to him. And David and Samuel 
went and stayed in Naioth in Ramah. 
'9And it was told to Saul, saying, “Take 
note, David is at Naioth in Ramah!” 2°Then 
Saul sent messengers to take David. And 
when they saw the assembly of prophets 


the Spirit of God came upon the messen- 
gers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
41And when this was told to Saul, he sent 


19:18-24 Saul again tries to kill David after he flees to the 
to capture David, as does Saul himself, but they are overwhelmed by the 
Samuel and the prophets. God's miraculous presence does not redeem Saul. 
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city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there 


other messengers, and they prophesied as 
well. Then for a third time Saul sent meg. 
sengers, and they too prophesied. “Now 
Saul was inflamed with anger, and he tog | 
went to Ramah. He came as far as the stor. 
age well of the threshing floor in Sechu ang 
asked, saying, “Where are Samuel and | 
David?” And someone said, “Look, they are 
in Naioth in Ramah.” So he went onward 
to Naioth in Ramah. And then the Spirit of 
God came upon him too, and he went on 
and prophesied until he came to Naioth in 
Ramah. 24There he removed his clothes and 
prophesied before them, and he fell un- 
clothed on the ground all that day and all 
that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul 
among the prophets?” 


= Jonathan Is Loyal to David -~ | 

2 ¢ Then David fled from Naioth in 

Ramah and came before Jonathan 

and said, “What have I done, and what fault | 
is mine? What is my sin before your father, 
that he seeks my life?” 2So Jonathan said to 
him, “There is no fault on your part. You 

shall not die. Indeed, my father will do 
nothing either great or small without first 
telling me. And why should my father hide 
this thing? It is not so!” 3Then David 
answered. Jonathan and said, “Your father 





certainly knows I have found favor in youl 


sight, and Saul has said, ‘Jonathan should 
not come to know about this. He will no 
want this to happen.’ But as the Lord lives 
and as you yourself live, so I say to you: 
there is only a step between me and death: 
tSo Jonathan said to David, “What does | 
your soul desire? What shall I do for you? 

“And David said to Jonathan, “Indeed, t0- 
morrow is the New Moon, and I will not sii 
with the king to eat. I will hide in the field 
until evening. *If your father asks abot 











of me that he might go to Bethlehem, 





his whole tribe. 7If thus he says, ‘Peace bè 
to your servant’; it is well. But if he ansW 
you harshly, know that he determines t0 do 
evil. ‘Therefore you shall provide an act 0 


| mercy to your servant, for you bro 
and Samuel standing as leader over them, x 


your servant into a covenant of the Lor 
with you. And if there is wrongdoing 

your servant, kill me yourself. Why shoul 
you bring me to your father?” aBu 


presence of Samuel. Saul’s messengers come | 
presence of God among — 
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Jonathan said, “By no means will I dọ this 


to you! For if I know for sure that my father 
intends evil against you, I will come to you. 
If otherwise, I will tell you in your cities.” 

10Then David said to Jonathan, “Who 
will tell me if your father should answer 
you harshly?” HAnd Jonathan said to 


David, “Go and remain in the field.” And 


they both went out into the field. Then 
Jonathan said to David, “The Lord God of 
Israel knows that I will question my father 
three times, and behold, should there be 


good concerning David and I do not send 


for you in the field, may the Lord do this 
to Jonathan and add to this even more, as 
also I shall discuss the evil against you. I 
will disclose it to your ear, and I will send 


you away. You Shall depart in peace, for the | 


Lord will be with you as He was with my 
father. !4In return, you shall deal mercifully 
with me while I still live, and if I die, °you 
shall not cut off your mercy from my neuse 
forever, even if the Lord does not cut off 
every one of the enemies of David from the 
face of the earth; !Sor removes the name of 
Jonathan from the house of David; or the 
Lord does seek out the enemies of David.” 

l7And yet again, Jonathan swore to 
David, for he so loved him as his own soul.t 
l8Then Jonathan said to David, “Tomorrow 
is the first of the month, and you will be 
asked about, because your Seat will be seen 
as empty. !%You will do this for three days, 
and you will be looked for. So go to the 
place where you may be hidden in the day 
of the deed. You shall wait by that mound. 
And then I will shoot three arrows, as 
aiming at a target. 2!And behold, | will send 
a lad, saying, ‘Come here! Find my arrows.’ 
If I speak to the lad saying, ‘Look, the ar- 
rows are here, on this side from you, get 
them here. Come!’—it is well with you, and 
as the Lord lives there is no reason to hide. 
2But if I say this to the young man, ‘Look, 
the arrows are there and beyond you, —you 
go, for the Lord has sent you away. And as 


for the word which you and I discussed, in- 
deed the Lord is a witness between you and | 


me forever.” 

“So David hid in the field, and when the 
first of the month came, the king sat down 
to the table to eat. 2°As usual, the king sat 
on his seat by the wall and arrived before 





fonattian: Abner sat by Saul’s side, but 
David’s place was seen as empty. ‘Saul 
said nothing that day, for he thought, 
“Something happened so that he is not 
clean; he has not cleansed himself.” 27And 
the next day, the second day of the month, 
David’s place was noticed as being empty. 
And Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why 
has the son of Jesse not come to the table 
yesterday or today?” 28So Jonathan an- 
swered Saul and said to him, “David 
earnestly asked permission of me to go to 
Bethlehem his city. 22And he said, ‘Please 
let me go, for our tribe has a sacrifice in the 
city, and my brothers commanded me to be 
there. And now, if I have found favor in 


your eyes, please let me go away safely and 


see my brothers.’ Therefore he has not 
come to the king’s table.” 
30Then Saul’s anger was aroused greatly 


against Jonathan, and he said to him, “Son 


of traitorous girls! Do I not know to your 
own shame and the shame of your 
mother’s nakedness that you are an accom- 
plice with the son of Jesse? 2!For as long as 
the son of Jesse lives on the earth, your 
kingdom shall not be established. Now 
then, send and bring the young man, for he 
is a son of death.” **And Jonathan queried 
Saul, “Why should he be killed? What did 
he do?” %3Then Saul lifted up a spear 
against Jonathan to kill him, and Jonathan 
knew the evil from his father to kill David. 
34S0 Jonathan leapt up from the table in 
fierce anger, and ate no food the second 
day of the month. For he was grieved for 
David because his father plotted against 


him. 


35And so in the morning, Jonathan went 


‘out to the field at the appointed time, as a 


testimony for David. A lad was with him. 
36Then he said to his lad, “Run, find for me 
the arrows I shoot.” As the lad ran, he shot 
an arrow beyond him. *’7And when the lad 
came to the place where Jonathan shot the 
arrow, Jonathan cried out to the lad and 
said, “There is the arrow beyond you.” 
383And Jonathan cried out after his lad, 
“Make haste, hurry, do not delay!” So 
Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows for 
his master. And the lad knew nothing of 
what was happening. Only Jonathan and 
David knew of the matter, ““Then Jonathan 





20: 17 Jonathan expresses the greatest level of love one person can express far another. He is willing to 
ois r David might live. Jesus displayed such love for all mankind, and calls for such love from His disci- 
ples (Jn 15:13). 









lad, “Go, enter into the city.” 4!As soon as 
the lad left, David arose from the mound, 
fell on his face, and bowed down three 
times. And they kissed one another and 
wept for each other. Then Jonathan said, 
“Go in peace, and as we both swore in the 
name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord will be 
a witness between you and me, and be- 
tween your seed and my Seed, forever?” 
Jonathan went into the city.t 


<=. David and the Showbread 7- 


2Now David came to Nob, to Abimelech 
the priest. And Abimelech was astonished 
when he met him and said to him, “Why are 
you alone? Why is no one with you?” “So 
David said to the priest, “Today the king 
gave a command to me, saying, Do not let 
anyone know anything about the business 
on which I send you or what I command 
you. And I gave orders to the young men to 
go to a place called the Faithfulness of God, 
Phellani Alemoni. *Now if there are five 
loaves under your hand being ready, give 
them into,my hand.” °And the priest an- 
swered David and said, “There are no.com- 
mon loaves of bread on hand. There is holy 
bread, but only if the young men have been 
keeping themselves from women will they 


eat.” “Then David answered the priest and | 


said to him, “Truly, we have kept ourselves 
from women for three days, with all the 
young men having been purified when | 
came on this journey. Even so, this expedi- 
tion itself is unclean; thus because of my 
weapons, it shall be sanctified this day.” 


7So Abimelech the priest gave him the 
showbread; for there were no loaves there | 


except the bread of the Presence which had 


been removed from before the Lord, in or- | 


der to put hot bread in its place when it was 
taken away. Now a certain man of the ser- 
vants of Saul was there that day, detained 





21:1-6 Only the priests were allowed to eat the holy bread; the uneaten portions were offered asa 
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So he arose and departed, and | 





before the Lord. His name was Doeg the 





Syrian, the herder of Saul’s mules, sAn 
David said to Abimelech, “See if there jg , 
spear or a sword in your possession, for | 
brought neither my sword nor my weapong 
with me, for the message of the king re. 
quired haste.” !°So the priest said, “The 
sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom yoy 


none like it. Give it to me.” 
“n David Flees from Saul .= 
And he gave it to him. Then David 


l2And.the servants of Achish said to him, 
“Is this not David, the king of the land? Js 
this not the one to. whom the dancing 
women Say: , | 


|. ‘Saul slew his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands’?”t 


| 13Now David took these words in his heart, 


and was very much afraid of Achish the 


| king of Gath. '4So he changed his appear- 
ance before him and pretended to be mad 
on that day. He pounded on the doors of the 


hands, falling down upon the door of the 
gate and letting his saliva drip down on his 
beard. Then Achish said to his servants, 
| “Look, you see the man is insane. Why did 
| you bring him to me? !6Do I need madmen? 
Did you bring this fellow to be mad in my 
presence? This man will not come into the 
house!” S 
P) 2 David therefore departed from 
there and escaped by going into the 


went down there to him, 2And everyone in 
distress, and everyone in debt, and every- 
one grieved gathered to him. And Ne 





arose and fled that day from before Saul, — 
And David went to Achish the king of Gath, | 


city and acted like a madman with his — 


killed in the Valley of Elah, is there — 
wrapped in a garment. If you take it, take jt - 
| for yourself. For there is nothing else here © 
except that.” And David said, “There jg | 





| 


cave of Adullam. And when his brothers — 
and all his father’s house heard it, they 


sacrifice to God. Jesus refers to this story when confronting the Pharisees about their own legalistic attr | 
tude toward the Sabbath—which held firmly to the externals, yet rejected the inner mercy and compa 
sion of the Law (see Mt 12:1-8). In this passage, the priest has compassion on David and his men, but 
out of holy fear he questions their righteousness and purity before he permits them to partake of th , 
bread reserved for priests, The bread of the Presence was a prefiguration of the bread of the Euchar! 


the body 


of Christ. Just-as David was required to be holy, each Christian approaching Communion mu 
be prepared through prayer, fasting, and confession. Indeed, the holy things are for the holy: 
21:12-16 Although David knows he is anointed and will one day be king, he realizes it is not 
time and goes to extreme measures to stay anonymous, 





yet Gods | 


s 





became captain over them. There were | din to entreat of God on account of him? 


about four hundred men with him. *Then 
David went from there to Mizpah of Moab: 
and he said to the king of Moab, “Please let 
my father and mother come here to be with 
you, till I Know what God is going to do for 
me.” 4So he brought them before the king 
of Moab, and they dwelt with him as long 
as David was in the stronghold. 5Now the 
prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in 
the stronghold; depart and go to the land of 
Judah.” So David departed, and went and 
dwelt in the city of Sarich. 


=. Saul Slaughters the Priests = 

6Saul_heard that David and the men who 
were with him were found. Now Saul was 
staying on the hill in the field in Ramah, 
with a spear in his hand and with all his 
servants standing about him. 7Then Saul 
spoke to his servants who stood by him and 
said to them, “Hear now, you sons of Ben- 
jamin! Will the son of Jesse indeed give 


every one of you fields.and vineyards? Will | 


he make all of you captains of theusands 


and captains of hundreds? *All of you. con- | 


spired against me; there is not. one. who re- | 
vealed to me that my son made. a covenant 
with the son of Jesse; and there is not one | 


that my son stirred up my servant against 
me to be an enemy, as it is today.” Then 
Doeg the Syrian, the one set over the mules 
of Saul, replied and said, “I saw the son of 
Jesse going to Nob, to Abimelech the son of 
Ahitub, the priest. "And the priest inquired 


of God for him and gave him provisions. He | 


also gave him the sword of Goliath the 
Philistine.” 

1lSo the king sent a message to invite 
Abimelech son of Ahitub and all the sons of 
his father, the priests who were in Nob. 
And they all came to the king. And Saul 
said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub!” And he an- 
swered, “Here I am. Speak, lord.” Then 
Saul said to him, “Why did you conspire 
against me, you and the son of Jesse, by 
giving him bread and a sword and inquir- 
ing of God for him so he should rise against 


me to be an enemy, as he is today?” '4So he | 


answered the king and said, “And who 
among all your servants is as faithful as 
David, who is the king’s son-in-law, who 
goes at your bidding and is honorable in 
your house? YTruly, did | this very. day be- 
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Certainly not! Let not the king bring 4a 
charge against his servant, or against any 
in my father’s house. For your servant 
knew nothing of any of this, small or 
great.” 

l6And King Saul said, “Abimelech, you 
shall surely die, you and all your father’s 
house!” Then the king said to the guards 
who stood about him, “Bring and kill the 
priests of the Lord, because their hand is 
with David, and because they knew that he 
fled and did not reveal it to me.” But the 
servants of the king did not want to lift 
their hands against the priests of the Lord. 
\8And the king said to Doeg, “Turn and deal 
with the priests!” So Doeg the Syrian 
turned and killed the priests of the Lord on 
that day, three hundred and five men who 
wore an ephod. And he struck Nob, the 
city of the priests, with the edge of the 
sword, both men and women, children and 
nursing infants, calf and donkey and sheep. 

20Now one of the sons of Abimelech the 
son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped 
and fled after David.t 2!And Abiathar told 
David that Saul had killed ‘all the Lord’s 
| priests. ? So David said to Abiathar, “I 


| knew in that day, because Doeg the Syrian 
of you who is sorry for me or reveals to me | 


was being called upon, that he would tell 
Saul. I am responsible for the life of the 
house of your father. 22Stay with me. Do not 


fear. For wherever I seek a place for my life. 
|] will also seek a place for your life, for you 


have protection with me.” 
æ David Saves Keilah 2- 


And it was told to David, saying, 

“Look, the Philistines are at war 
against Keilah. They are robbing and tram- 
pling upon the threshing floors.” 2Therefore 
David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall | 
go and attack these Philistines?” And the 
Lord said to David, “Go and attack these 
Philistines and save Keilah.” 3But David’s 
men said to him, “Look, we are afraid here 
in Judah. How much more so if we go to 
Keilah, to go after the plunder of the 
Philistines?” ‘Then David inquired of the 
Lord once again. And the Lord answered 
him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For 
I will deliver the: Philistines into your 
hands.” ‘And David and his men went to 
Keilah and fought with the Philistines, and 
the Philistines fled from his presence, and 





22:20-23 Saul has just ordered the priests to be Killed and David gives refuge to the last survivor of the 


priestly massacre. 
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David carried off their livestock and struck 
them with a mighty blow. David saved the 
inhabitants of Keilah. 

6Now when Abiathar the son of Abim- 
elech fled to David and was with David at 
Keilah, he went down with an ephod in his 
hand. ‘And Saul was told that David went 
to Keilah. So Saul said, “God sold him into 
my hand, for he shut himself in by entering 
a city with gates and bars.” 8Then Saul 
charged all the people to go down to war 
against Keilah and to hold David and his 
men as prisoners. ?When David knew Saul 
had not kept silent about the evil against 
him, David said to Abiathar the priest, 
“Bring the ephod of the Lord.’t !°Then 
David said, “O Lord God of Israel, Your ser- 
vant has certainly heard that Saul seeks to 
come to Keilah to destroy the city because 
of me. !!Will he close in upon me? Wili Saul 
come down now, as Your servant has 
heard? Lord God of Israel, tell Your ser- 
vant.” And the Lord said; “He will close in 
upon you.” So David and his men: about 
four hundred, arose and departed from 
Keilah and went ‘wherever they could go. 
Then it was announced to Saul that David 
had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the 
expedition. 


= David Hides in the Desert z- 
l3And David stayed in the strongholds of 
the wilderness and remained in the moun- 
tain of Ziph, which was dry country. Saul 
sought him every day, but the Lord did not 
deliver him into his hands. !4So David saw 
that Saul had come out to seek him. And 
David was on the arid mountain in New 
Ziph. Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose 
and went to David in New Ziph and 
strengthened his hands in the Lord. !®And 
he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of 
Saul my father shall not find you. You shall 
be king over Israel, and I shall be next to 
you. Even my father Saul knows that.” !7So 
the two of them made a covenant before 
the Lord. And David stayed in New Ziph, 
and Jonathan went to his own house. 
‘Then the Ziphites came up from the dry 
places to Saul, who was upon the hill, say- 
ing, “Behold, is David not hiding with us in 
Messara, in the strongholds in New Ziph, in | that David’s heart afflicted him afterw j 
the hill of Hachilah on the south of Jeshi- | because he cut the corner of his robe. ’A® 
mon? '*Now come down to us, according to | David said to his men, “The Lord forbid ™® 














But David and his men were in the 
Desert of Maon, in the wilderness of Maon, 
westward and to the right of Jessaemon. 


was reported to David, and he went down 


heard and pursued David in the Desert of 
Maon. Then Saul and his men went on 
one side of this mountain, and David and 
his men on the other side of this mountain. 
And David was hiding himself to get away 
from Saul, for Saul and his men were eneir- 


a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hasten 
and come here quickly, for the Philistines 
have invaded the land!” 27Therefore Saul 
turned back from pursuing David and went 
to meet the Philistines in battle. So they 
called that place the Rock of Dividing. 


æ David Spares Saul’s Life -=> 
2 _ Then David went up from there and 

. Stayed in the strongholds at En 
Gedi. 2Now when Saul returned from fol 
lowing the Philistines, it was reported t0 
him, saying, “David is in the desert of ED 
Gedi.” Then he took three thousand cho 
sen men from all Israel, and went to seek 
David and his men on the face of Sadaiem. 


sheep, and nearby there was a cave. Sa 

entered the cave to make preparations. 
Now sitting in the recesses of this same 
cave were David and his men: 5And David’ 


which the Lord spoke to you, that He wou! 
to him as it seems good from your perspe® 


tive.” So David arose and secretly cut off? 
corner of Saul’s robe. Then it happen! 


all the desire of the king.” They cornered | that I should do this to my lord, for he ist" 


23:9 The ephod was a garment worn by the priests whenever they approached the altar in order to . 
intercede with God, David trusted the priest to give him a sure answer from the Lord. a 





to the rock in the Desert of Maon. And Saul — 


cling David and his men to take them. 26But - 


men said to him, “Look! This is the day 2! 


deliver your enemy into your hands, to 42 


“So Saul and his men went to seek him. Ít 








A 


4On the way, he came across a flock | 











David persuaded his men not to rise up and 
kill Saul. 

So Saul got up from the cave and went 
his way. After Saul departed, David went 
out from the cave and cried out to Saul, 
saying, “My lord, O king!” And Saul looked 
back, and David, bowing to the ground, 
prostrated himself. “And David said to 
Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of the 
people who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your 
life’? |! Take notice! This day your eyes have 
seen that the Lord delivered you into my 
hand in the cave; but I would not kill you. I 
spared you and said, ‘I will not put my hand 
against my lord, for he is the Lord’s 
anointed.’ Here in my hand is the corner 
of your robe! I cut off the corner, but did 
not kill you. See and know today, there is 
no evil or impiety or breach of faith in my 
hand. I have not sinned against you: Yet you 
hunt my life to take it. Let the Lord nass 
judgment between you and me, and let the 
Lord vindicate:me from you. But my hand 
shall not be against you. !4As the ancient 
proverb says, ‘Out of lawlessness. shall] 
come wrongdoing, but my hand will not be 


against you.’ Now after whom do you. 


seek, O King of Israel? Whom do you hunt 
after? Are you after a dying dog or perhaps 
a flea? '®Let the Lord be judge and jury, 


each one in my midst, and each one in your | 
midst. And let the Lord observe and decide 


my judgment and vindicate me from your 
hand.” 


'7And it came to pass, when David fin- | 


ished speaking these words to Saul, Saul 
said, “Truly this is your voice, O son David.” 
And Saul lifted up his voice and wept.t 
‘6Then he said to David, “You are more 
righteous than I, for you repaid me with 
good, but I repaid you with evil. !°Today 
you make known how you dealt well with 
me, how when the Lord delivered me into 
your hand today, you did not kill me. 2°For 
if a man finds his enemy in distress and yet 
in a good way sends him out, the Lord will 





anointed of the Lord.”t 8By these words 





24:7, 8 Saul had become a tyrannical leader, obsessed with killing the man of God David. Saul had 








rael shall be established in your hands. 
¢2Therefore by the Lord, swear now to me 
that you will not cut off my seed after me, 
and that you will not destroy my name 
from my father’s house.” 28So David swore 
to Saul. And Saul went to his place, but 
David and his men went up to the strong- 


hold at Messara. 

D And Samuel died, and all Israel 
gathered together and lamented for 

him, and they buried him at his home in 

Ramah. 


æ The Death of Samuel -= 


David and Abigail = 


And David arose and went down to the 
Desert of Maon. 2Now there was a man in 
Maon who was very notable and whose 
flocks were in Carmel. He had three thou- 
sand sheep and a thousand goats. And he 
was in Carmel to shear his sheep. 3The 
man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s 
name was Abigail. She was a woman of 
good understanding and very beautiful in 
appearance; but the man was harsh and 
wicked in his doings, like a dog.t 

“While in the desert wilderness, David 
heard that Nabal the Carmelite was shear- 
ing his sheep. “David sent ten young men 
and said to them, “Go up to Carmel, go to 
Nabal, and in my name, greet him in peace. 
®And here is what you say, ‘Peace be to you 
and your house and all that is yours. 7Be- 
hold, I now hear that they shear for you. As 
to your shepherds, those with us in the 
desert wilderness, as long as they were in 
Carmel we did not hinder them, nor did we 
demand anything from them. 8Ask your 
young men, and they will tell you. There- 
fore let my young men find favor in your 
eyes, for we come on a good day. Please 
give whatever your hand finds to your son 
David.’ ” 





threatened to kill his own son and had massacred over 300 priests. Despite Saul’s sin, David still honored 
him as the Lord’s anointed and spared him. A lesson hard to learn: throughout the history of the 
Church, there have been ungodly leaders, but true saints have taken up David's example, refusing to 
come against God’s anointed. Instead, they trusted God to vindicate them. | 


24:17-23 In praising David's attitude of a servant, Gregory the Great notes he was more upright in 


servitude than when he came to his kingdom (v, 18), 
When he was king, through lasciviousness, he willful 


wisdom of Abigail and the folly of Nabal. 


As a servant, he feared to smite his adversary. 
y put to death a devoted soldier (2Kg 11:17), 


25:3 Nabal means “fool,” which describes his behavior, This passage shows the contrast between the 
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"So when David’s young men came, they | 
told Nabal all these words in the name of 
David, and he leapt up. "Then Nabal 
replied to David’s servants and said: “Who 
is David, and who isthe son of Jesse? There 
are many servants nowadays who break 
away, each one from his master. !!Shall I 
then take my bread and my wine and my 
meat that I killed for my shearers of sheep, 
and give it to men when I do not know 
where they are from?” 

'2So0 David’s young men turned back and 
returned. They came and told him these 
words. ’Then David said to his men, 
“Every man gird on his sword.” And about 
four hundred men went’ with’ David, and 
two hundred stayed with the supplies. 
‘4Now one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent 
messengers from the desert to bless our 
master, but Nabal turned away from them. 
But the men were very good to us. and 
they did not hinder us, and they did not de- | 
mand anything from us as long as we ac- 
companied them when we were in the 
fields. '°They were like a wall around us by 
night and day, all the time we were with 
them keeping the sheep. '7And now con- 
sider and see what you will do, for malice 
has been decided against our master and 
against all his household. For Nabal is such 
a son of mischief that no one can speak to 
him.” 

'8Then Abigail made haste and took two 
hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, 
five sheep already dressed, five ephahs of 
roasted grain, a gomer of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs and loaded them on 
donkeys. And she said to her servants, 
“Go ahead of me, and behold, I will come 
behind you.” But she did not tell her hus- 
band, “And it came to pass that she was 
riding on her donkey and going down un- 
der the protection of the mountain; and 
look, David and his men were coming 
down toward her, and she met them. 2! Now 
David had said, “Perhaps | was wrong to 
protect everything this fellow has in. the 
desert wilderness and to command that 
nothing of his be taken; yet he repaid me 
evil for good. “May God do so and more to 
David, if | leave even one male of all be- 
longing to Nabal until the morning.”t 

*3Now when Abigail saw David, she 


_ before David, and prostrated herself on the 
ground *‘about his feet and said, “O. my 


your handmaiden speak in your ears, and 
hear the words of your handmaiden. 
2#Please, let not my lord set his heart 
against this man of pestilence. For as his 
name is, so is he. His name is Nabal, and 
folly is with him. But I, your handmaiden, 
did not see the young men whom you sent. 
2# Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord lives 
and as your soul lives, since the Lord held 
you back from coming to innocent blood- 
shed and from sparing your hand, now 
then, let your enemies and those who seek 
malice against my lord become like Nabal. 
+ And now, take this token of goodwill your 
handmaiden brought to my lord and give it 
to the servants who follow my lord. 28] pray 
you will remove the trespass of your hand- 
maiden. For the Lord will certainly make a 
faithful house for my lord, because my lord 
fights the battles of the Lord, so no evil will 
be found in you at any time. If a man 
Should rise up and pursue you, to seek your 
life, nevertheless, the life of my lord shall 
be so tightly bound with the Lord God. that 
you will sling your enemies like a stone 
from a sling. And when the Lord has done 


ruler over Israel, 31will this not be an abom- 
ination to my lord and an offense to my 
lord, to have shed innocent blood without 
cause, for my lord to have avenged himself? 
May the Lord do good to my lord, and you 
Shall remember to do good to your hant 
maiden,” | 
“Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel, who sent you t0 
meet me this very day! And blessed § 
your conduct and blessed are you, becaus® 
today you kept me from coming to blood 
shed and from avenging myself, But ® 
the Lord God of Israel lives, who kept mé 
from hurting you, if you had not hastene! 
and come to meet me, surely I say that DY 
morning light not one male would hav 
been left to Nabal.” %5So David receive 


brought him and said to her, “Go uP y 
peace to your house. See, I have heed y 
your voice and respected your presence: 





25:22-34 John Cassian takes this story of David as an example of how comp 
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own strong determination. David allowed compassion to alter his vengeful oath. 


jumped from her donkey, fell on her bed | 


lord, let this unrighteousness be on me! Let 


Passion can overtake ou! 
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for my lord all the good things He said con- ` 
cerning you, and He has appointed you 









from her hand everything that she ha : 
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36Now Abigail returned to Nabal, and be- 
hold, he was holding a feast in his house 
like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart 
was merry within him, for he was very 


drunk. Thus, she decided to say not a word | 


to him, not even one, until morning light. 
sIn the morning, when Nabal had slept off 
the wine, his wife told him these things. 


and his heart died within him, and he be: | 


came like a stone. *%And it»came to pass 
about ten days later that the Lord struck 
Nabal and he died. So when David heard, 


he said, “Blessed be the Lord, who judged | 


my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and 
who saved His servant from doing-evil. For 
the Lord returned the wickedness of Nabal 
upon his own head.” 

And David sent out a message concern- 
ing Abigail, to take her as his own wife. 
#0So the servants of David came to Abigail 
at Carmel and spoke to her, saving. “David 
sent us to you, to ask you to become his 
wife.” She arose and bowed her face to 
the earth and said, “Behold your hand- 
maiden, a servant to wash the feet of your 
servants.” 42And Abigail rose and mounted 
her donkey, and five-of, her maidens fol- 
lowed behind her as she followed after the 
servants of David, and she became his wife. 
“David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and 
both of them were his wives. “But, Saul 


gave Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to | 


Palti the son of Laish, from Gallim. 


2 


Saying, “Look, David hides from us at the 
hill Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon.” *Then 
Saul arose and went down to the desert of 
Ziph with three thousand chosen men of 
Israel, to seek David in the desert of Ziph. 
‘And Saul encamped by the road in the hill 
Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon. But David 
Stayed in the desert, and he could see that 
Saul was coming into the desert to pursue 
him. 4And David sent out spies and learned 
Saul came out of Keilah well-armed. °So 
David secretly arose and came to the place 
Where Saul lay. Abner the son of Ner, the 
commander of his army, was there too, 
Now Saul lay in a covered chariot, and the 
people encamped round about him, "Then 
David spoke up to Ahimelech the Hittite 


=. David Again Spares Saul 7>- 
Now the Ziphites came out of the 





More chance to repent, yet he squanders this opportunity with mere words and no actions. © 


Ąą 


desert country to Saul at Gibeah, | 





26:12 David again has an opportunity to kill Saul, but he refuses to lay a hand on the Lord's anointed 
(See note at 247, 8). God seseieatip into a deep sleep'so David could escape unharmed. Saul has one 


and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother 
of Joab, saying, “Who will go with me to 


| Saul in the camp?” And Abishai said, “I will 


go with you.” © 

‘So that night, David and Abishai went in 
among the troops, and there lay Saul 
asleep in the covered chariot. His spear 
was jammed into the ground by his head: 
And Abner and the troops were sleeping all 
around him. ‘Then Abishai said to David, 


“The Lord places your enemy in your hand 


this very day. Once and for all, let me strike 
him with the spear that is in the ground. I 
will not strike him again.” 9And David said 
to Abishai, “Do not bring him down, for 
who can bring his own hand against the 
anointed of the Lord and go unpunished?” 
David said, “As the Lord lives, the Lord 
Shall strike him, or his day may come to 


| die, or he may go out to battle and be added 


to his fathers. ''The Lord forbid me that I 
should bring my own hand against the 
anointed of the Lord. But indeed, take the 
spear from by his head and the container of 
water, and let us both go.” !2So David took 
the spear by Saul’s head and the container 
of water, and they went away. No one no- 
ticed or knew what happened or even 
awoke. All were sleeping, because a deep 
Sleep from the Lord fell upon them.t 
'3Now David went over to the other side 
and stood on the top of the mountain afar 


| off. There was a great distance between 
| them. And David called out to the people 


and spoke to Abner, saying, “Do you not 
answer, Abner?” Then Abner answered and 
said, “Who is'that calling out to me?” So 
David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? 
And who is like you in Israel? If so, then 
why do you not guard your lord the king? 
For one of the people entered your camp to 
destroy your lord the king: !ŝAnd this thing 
which you allowed to happen is not good. 
As the Lord lives, you are sons of death— 
you guarding the lord your king, the 
anointed of the Lord. Now look and tell me, 
where is the king’s spear that was by his 
head, and the jug of water?” 

-~ Then: Saul recognized David's voice 
and said, “Is that truly your voice, my son 
David?” And David said, “It is your servant, 
my lord, O King.” '8And David said, “Why 
is my lord pursuing his servant? How have 








I sinned? What wrong have you found in 
me? 'YNow let my lord the king hear his 
servant's words: If God incites you against 
me, let Him accept the scent of your offer- 
ing. If the sons of men incite you against 
me, let these men be cursed before the 
Lord. For today by their saying, ‘Go, serve 
other gods,’ they show their desire to cast 
me out in order to prevent me from being 


20Now. do not let my blood fall to the 


ground before the face of the Lord. For the | 


king of Israel comes here to seek my life, 


like one who hunts a horned owl in the | 


mountains.” 

21Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, 
my son David. For I wil! harm you no more, 
because my life was precious in your eyes 
this day. Indeed, I have played the foo} and 
erred exceedingly.” 22And David answered 
and said, “Behold, the spear of the king. Let 
one of the servants come over and receive 
it.“ And the Lord shall repay each man for 
his righteousness and his faithfulness, as 
the Lord delivered you into my hands to- 
day, though I did not lift my hand against 
the Lord’s anointed. 24Indeed! As your life 
was exalted this day in my eyes, in this 
same way let my life be exalted before the 
Lord, and let Him shelter and deliver me 
from every tribulation.” 

22Then Saul said to David, “May you be 
blessed, my son! You shall do great things 
and be mighty.” So David went his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. 


æ. David Dwells with the Philistines 7- 

P David spoke in his heart, saying, 

f “Now the day will come when | 
shall die by the hand of Saul and be added 
to my fathers. What is best for me is to be 
in the land of the Philistines where I will be 
safe, for Saul will stop searching for me at 
the borders. Then I will be delivered out of 
his hand.”t ?Then David and the four hun- 
dred men with him arose and traveled to 
Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 
And David settled in Gath with Achish, he 
and his men, each with his family, and 
David with both wives, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelite woman and Abigail the widow of 
Nabal, the Carmelite. 4And it was reported 


turing. 


27:8-12 Although David was living in exile among the Philistines, he still defended and expanded the 
borders of his native land. Despite his circumstances, he never forgot his calling to uphold and prote 
the people of God, and he did not let outward events thwart this mission. 
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to Saul that David had fled to Gath; so he | 
no longer sought him. *Then David said tg | 
Achish, “If your servant has now found 
favor in your eyes, indeed offer to me a 
place in one of the cities in your country 
and I will settle there. Why have your ser. 
vant settle with you, here in your royal 
city?” ®And that day Achish gave Ziklag ty — 
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David. That is why Ziklag still belongs to | 
established in the inheritance of the Lord. | 





| 
| 
| 
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the king of Judah to this very day. | 
‘Now the time David dwelt in the country | 
of the Philistines was four months. ŝAnd | 
David and his men went up and attacked — 
all the Geshurites and the Amalekites, in- 
deed even against the tribes belonging to | 
this area, and against the inhabited cities of | 
Gelamp Shur, from the fortified cities as far 
as the land of Egypt.t And he struck the 
land, and neither man nor woman was left 
alive. He took away the sheep, the cattle, 
the donkeys, the camels, and the clothing, 
and came back to Achish. !°Then Achish 
said to David, “Where did you attack to- 
day?” And David said to Achish, “Upon the 
south of Judah, upon the south of the Jes- 
mega, and on the south of the Kenites.” 
= UAnd David did not leave man or woman 
alive to bring news to Gath, saying, “Let 
them not inform on us to those in Gath by 


— -a 








| saying, ‘Thus David did’ ” This was Davids 


27:1 David's statements display his conviction that Saul will not repent, regardless of his remorseful por | 


of the Philistines. !2So David had the full 
confidence of Achish, who said, “David 5 
now thoroughly abhorred by his own peo 
ple for having put Israel to shame; he will 
be my servant forever.” 


behavior as long as he dwelt in the country 


9 Now in those days, the Philistines 

gathered their armies together t0 
battle with Israel. And Achish said ©. 
David, “Know for sure, you shall enter int? 
battle with me, you and your men.” ANS 
David said to Achish, “Thus you know wh#! 
your servant will do.” And Achish said © 
David, “Therefore I will make you one ° 
my chief guardians forever.” 














æa Saul Consults a Medium = 

3Now it happened that Samuel had died 
and all Israel lamented for him and buri 
him in Ramah, his own city, And Saul è 


349 I KINGDOMS 28:25 
lsNow Samuel said to Saul, “Why did you 
trouble me by bringing me up?” And Saul 
answered, “I am deeply distressed. The 
Philistines are making war against me, and 
God has departed from me and does not 
answer me any more, neither by the hand 
of prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I 
Summoned you to tell me what I should do.” 
l6Then Samuel said, “Why do you ask 
me, when the Lord has departed from you 
and is with your enemy? "And as the Lord 
spoke to you by my hand, He has done. For 
the Lord will rend the kingdom out of your 
hand and will give it to your neighbor, 
David. !8For you did not heed the voice of 
the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon 
Amalek. This is why the Lord has done this 
to you today. And the Lord shall deliver 
Israel, including you, into the hand of the 
Philistines. Tomorrow you and your sons 
with you shall fall. The Lord will deliver 
the army of Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines.” ~, 
20S aul fell prostrate on the ground, for he 
was very afraid because of Samuel’s words. 
He was also weak since he had not eaten 
any food all that day and night. 2!Then the 
woman came to Saul and saw his weak- 
ened condition. So she said to him, “Be- 
hold, when your handmaiden heard the 
sound of your voice, I put my life at risk 
and I obeyed the words you spoke to me. 
22Now hear the voice of your handmaiden, 
and let me set a piece of bread before you. 
Eat and you will have strength when you 
go on your way.” 23But he refused to eat. So 
his servants, together with the woman, 
urged him, and he heeded their voice. He 
then arose from the ground and sat on the 
chariot-bench. Now the woman had a 





pelled those with divining spirits and the | 
wizards out of the land. 4Then the Philis- 
tines came together and encamped at 
Shunem. So Saul collected all the men of 
Israel together and encamped at Gilboa. 
SWhen Saul saw the army of the 
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart was 
near panic. For when Saul inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord did not answer him by 
dreams, nor by clear signs, nor by the 
prophets. 

7TThen Saul said to his servants, “Seek for 
me a woman with a divining spirit; I will go 
to her and inquire of her.” And his servants 
said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who 
is a medium at Endor.”t §So Saul disguised 
himself and put on other clothing. He then 
went out, taking two men with him, and by 
night they came to the woman. And he said 
to her, “Indeed, by the divining spirit, tell 
the future to me when you bring up to me 
whom I tell you.” “Then the woman said to 
him, “Look, you know what Sau! cid, and 
how he cut off the diviners and the wizards 
from the land. Why do you lay a snare for 
my life, to cause me to be put to death?” 
l0And Saul swore to her, saying, “As the 
Lord lives, no injustice shall come upon 
you for this action.” !!Then the woman 
said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And 
he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” | 

2When the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out with a loud voice. And the woman 
spoke to Saul, saying, “Why did you de- 
ceive me? You are Saul!” !3But the king said 
to her, “Do not be afraid. What did you 
see?” And the woman said to him, “I saw 
gods ascending out of the earth.” '4So he 
said to her, “What did you perceive?” And 
she said, “A man is coming up, standing up- 
right, and he is covered with a mantle.” And | heifer roaming the pasture, and she has- 
Saul discerned it to be Samuel, and he | tened and killed it. Then she took flour and 
stooped with his face to the ground and kneaded it, and from it she baked unleav- 
bowed down to him. ened bread. And she brought it before 





ma 








28:7-25 This passage created great controversy among the Fathers of the Church. In fact, at least three 
distinct interpretations can be found. 

1, The woman called Samuel forth from the dead (Justin Martyr, Origen, Ambrose, and Augustine). 

2. Whether it was Samuel or a demon, it appeared at God's bidding and not by some magic of the 
woman (Chrysostom, Theodoret). ae M 

3, The entity was a demon who deceived Saul and gave him a false prophecy (Tertullian, Hippolytus, 
Ephrem the Syrian, Evagrius, Basil, Jerome, Ambrosiaster, & Gregory of Nyssa). 

The third interpretation seems to be held by the greatest number of Fathers, and Gregory of Nyssa ` 
wrote a specific treatise on the subject. He defends this view by citing the impassible chasm in the 
Lazarus parable (Lk 16:26). The apparition appeared only to the woman; she told Saul whom it resem- 
bled. The Greek word translated medium in this passage is literally the word for “ventriloquist.” Also, 
Saul had been plagued by evil spirits for years and was easily deceived by them. | 





I KINGDOMS 29:1 | 


Saul and his servants. oy ate and de- 
parted that night. | 


~. David Rejected by the Philistines => 

2 All the encampments of the Philis- | 

tines gathered at Aphek, and the 
Israelites encamped in Endor in Jezreel. 
2And the captains of the Philistines passed 
in review by hundreds and by thousands. 
David and his men passed in review at the 
rear with Achish. *Then the captains of the 
Philistines said, “Who are these passing by 
in review?” And Achish said to the com- 
manders of the Philistines, “Is this not 
David, the servant of Saul king of Israel? 
The one who has been with us daily for the 
last two years? I have found no fault in him 


from the day he defected to me until today.” | 


4But the commanders of the Philistines | 
were grieved because of him; so they said 
to him, “Return the man to the 


us to battle, for fear that he become our ad- 
versary in the battle. For what better way 
could he have to reconcile himself to his 
lord, if not with the heads of these men? ®Is 
this not David, about whom they sang in 
dances, saying: 


‘Saul slew his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands’?” 


6Then Achish called David and said to 
him, “Surely, as the Lord lives, you have 
been upright with me in the camp and good 
in my sight, in both your going out and 
your coming in. To this very day I have 
found no evil in you since the day of your 
coming to me. Nevertheless, you are not fa- 
vored in the sight of the lords of the 
Philistines. “Therefore return now and go 
in peace; thus you shall not do evil in the 
sight of the lords of the Philistines.” 

8S0 David said to Achish, “But what have 
I done to you? And from the day I came up 


to you to this day, what in your servant 


have you found, that I may not fight against 
the enemies of my lord the king?” "Then 


Achish answered to David, “I know that 


you are good in my sight; nevertheless, the 
commanders of the Philistines said, ‘He 
shall not go up with us to the battle.’t VN OW 
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rise up early in the morning, you and your 


servants who came with you, and go to the | 


place | established for you. Do not keep ap 
evil thought in your heart, because you are 
good in my sight. And rise early in the 
morning and depart at first light.” 





11$0 David arose early, he and his men, 


to depart and to guard the land of the 
Philistines. The Philistines went up to bat. 
tle at Jezreel. 


æ. The Battle with the Amalekites = 


Now before David and his men 
entered Ziklag on the third day, 
Amalek had entered and attacked Ziklag 
and burned it with fire. ?They did not kill 
the women, and all who were there, from 
small to great, were carried away Captive 
as they went on their way. 3S0 David and 
his men came to the city, and it was burned 


place you | with fire. Their wives, their sons, and their 
appointed for him. Do not let him go with | | daughters were taken captive. ‘Then David ` 


| and’ the people with him lifted up their | 
voices and wept until they were too tired to 


weep anymore. °And both David’s wives, 
Ahinoam the Jezreelite woman and Abigail 
the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, were 
taken captive. | 

6Now David was greatly distressed. be- 


cause the people spoke of stoning him, for 
the life of every person was grieved, each 
for his sons and for: his daughters. Bul 
David became strong in the Lord his God. 


7And David said to Abiathar the priest 


-Ahimelech’s son, “Bring the ephod.”t *S0 
David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Surely: 


I shall pursue after this troop, but what 
overcome them?” And the Lord answe 


him, “Pursue them: For in overtaking them 
you shall surely apprehend the troop, dell” 


ering the captives.” 


%So David went, he and the six hundred 


men with him, and they came to the brook 


Besor: The rest of his men stayed behind 


 !0David pursued them with four hun 
men; two hundred men stayed behind, sag 
ing on the other side of the brook Bese 


\'They then found an Egyptian man in t 


field and brought him to David. They gav 
him bread and he ate, and they let o | 


drink water. !2They also gave him a pies 
fig cake. After eating, his strength came 


29:9 Even an batina Philistine was able to recognize the sadly character of David. wil 
30:7 Once again David trusts in the intercession of the priest before God, that he may follow Gods” 


ulaté | 


rather than his own. What a contrast between his use of the ephod and Saul’s use of the medium! 
David approached God with humility through the means He had orap ishadi Saul sougnet to mans 


his future through the powers of darkness. 








water for three days and three nights. 
\8Then David said to him, “To whom do you 
belong, and where are you from?” 

The young Egyptian man said, “I am the 


servant of an Amalekite; and my master 


left me behind because I fell sick three ‘days 
ago. '*We invaded the south of the Cholthi, 
and in the region of Judah, and the south 
area of Caleb. We burned Ziklag with fire.” 
lsAnd David said to him, “Can you take me 
down to this troop?” , | 3 
So the young servant said, “By God, first 
swear to me that you will neither kill me 
nor deliver me into the hand of my master, 


and delivered into our hand the troop that 
came against us. 24And who will heed your 
words? For they are not inferior to you. In- 
stead, they shall share alike, each accord- 
ing to the portion of him who went down to 
the battle, as being the same portion of him 
who stayed behind with the supplies.” 2550 
it was, from that day forward, it became an 
ordinance and a statute in Israel to this day. 

26Now when David came to Ziklag, he 


| sent some of the plunder to the elders of Ju- 


and then I will take you down to this troop.” | 


l6And when he brought him there, they 
were there spread out over all the land, eat- 
ing and drinking and celebrating, because 
of all the great plunder taken irom the land 


dah and to his friends; saying, “Behold, 
from the plunder of the enemies of the 
Lord”— 27to those who were in Beth Shur, 
to those who were in Ramah of the South, 
to those who were in Jattir, 28to those who 
were in Aroer, to those who were in Am- 


| madi, to those who were in Siphmoth, to 


those who were in Eshtemoa, 2%to those 


of the Philistines and from the land of Ju- | Who were in Gath and in Kinan, and to 
dah. Then from the morning star unti! tie | those in Saphek, and to those in Thimath, 
evening of the next day, David came upon | “tO those who were in Carmel, to those 


them and attacked them. Not a msn 
them was saved, except four 
young men who got on camels and fled. 
l8So David recovered everything the 
Amalekites took, and David rescued his 
two wives. “And nothing of theirs was 
lacking, either small or great, or sons or 
daughters, or plunder, or anything taken 
from them. David recovered it all. And 
David took all the flocks and herds and 
put them ahead of the plunder. Concerning 
the plunder, it was said, “This is David’s 
plunder.” 

4INow David returned to the two hun- 
dred men, the ones too weary to follow af- 
ter David, whom he made stay there at the 
brook Besor. Upon his return, they went 
out to meet David and to meet the people 
with him. And when David came near the 
people, he greeted them in peace.t But all 
the ill-disposed and the worthless men who 
had gone and fought with David said in re- 


sponse, “They did not go with us, and so- 
they will not receive any of the plunder we | 
recovered, except let each one lead away 


with him his wife and his children, and let 
them return.” 23But David said, “My 
brethren, this you shall not do with what 





ot | who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, 
hundred | (0 those who were in the cities of the Ken- 


ites, 3'to those who were in Jerimouth, to 


those who were in Beersheba, to those who 


were in Noo, èto those who were in He- 
bron, and to all the places where David 
himself and his men were accustomed to 
pass through. 


«= The Death of Saul and His Sons = 

3 ] Now the Philistines fought against 

Israel; and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines. They fell slain 
on Mount Gilboa. 2Then the Philistines fol- 
lowed hard after Saul and his sons. And the 
Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and 
Malchishua, the sons of Saul. *The battle 
weighed heavily against Saul. The javelin- 
throwers and the archers hit him, and he 
was wounded in the belly. 

‘Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, 
“Draw your sword and thrust me through 
with it. Do not let these uncircumcised men 
come and thrust me through and abuse 
me.” But his armor-bearer would not do it, 
for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a sword and fell on it.t 5And when his 
armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he 
fell on his sword and died with him. So 


30:21-25 David displays his generosity and compassion for the weak by sharing the spoils with all the 


P€ople—the strong and weak alike. 
31:4-6 


In this passage, the ultimate deception of the witch is made manifest. The prophecy given was 


that Saul and his sons would die. After seeing the death of his sons, Saul may have despaired, deceived 


y the words of the prophecy. 
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Saul, his three sons, and his armor-bearer | claiming the good news to their idols and 
died together that same day. 7And when | to the people. \0Then they placed his armor 
the men of Israel. those on the other side of | in the temple of the Ashtoreths, and fas. 
the valley and those on the other side of the | tened his body onto the wall of Beth Shan, 
Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled And the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
and that Saul and his sons were dead, they | heard what the Philistines did to Saul, 





forsook the cities and fled. The Philistines | 12And all the valiant men arose and tray. — 


came and settled in them. -eled all night in order to remove the body 

8So the next day, when the Philistines | of Saul and the body of Jonathan his son 
came to strip the slain, they found Saul and | from the wall of Beth Shan. They carried 
his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. | them to Jabesh and buried them there. 
9And they turned him over and stripped off | Then they took their bones and buried 
his armor. They then sent them and his ar- | them under the field at Jabesh, and fasted 
mor into the land of the: Philistines, pro- | for seven days. 
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SL. Early Years of David’ Reign (i:1—8:1 8) 
A. David learns of Saul’s death (1:1-27) < = 
B. David and Ishbosheth (2:1—4-12) 
C. Defeat of the Philistines (5:1—26) 
D. The ark of the covenant and the house of 
God (6:1—7:29) | 
E. Conguests of David (8:1—18) 
I]. David's Kingdom Is Established 
(9:1—20:26) 
A. David and Mephibosheth (9;1—13) 
B. War with Ammon (10:1—12:31) 
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æ Saul’s Death Reported to David «7 


And it happened after the death of 
Saul, when David had returned from 


| the slaughter of the Amalekites, that David 


= 


Stayed for two days in Ziklag.t 2And on the 


| third day, behold, a man came from the 





K 


| 


| 





| 


| (v. 10) to David. Ther 


mil 


| 


camp of the people of Saul with his clothes. 


torn and dust on his head. When he came to 


David, he fell to the ground and prostrated 


himself. 3And David said to him, “Where 


| have you come from?” He answered, “I 
| have escaped from the camp of Israel.” 
| ‘Then David said to him, “What is this? Tell 
| me.” And he answered, “The people fled 


from the battle, but many of the people 


| were cut down and are dead. Saul and 
| Jonathan his son are dead also.” 





Claims to have killed 


David's favor by 


re se a 





( Date—The forty years immediately following 1 Kingdoms 


or Theme Ti David as King. ie 18 named Wececond king of Israel, Saul’s 
replaced Saul because of his refiisal to repent and follow His 





C. Dayid and his eldest sons (13;1—18:32) 
. D. Dayid’ return and Sheba’s revolt. - 
(19:1—20:26) 


(21:1—24:25) 

A. Famine and war (21:1-22) 

B. Two psalms of David (22:1—23:7) 
C:-David’s mighty men (23:8-39) 

D. Census and plague (24:1-25) 


| 
| 
ill. Record of Events in David’s Reign 





5So David said to the young man who 


told him, “How do you know that Saul and 
Jonathan his son are dead?” ®Then the 


young man who told him said, “As I hap- 
pened by chance to be on Mount Gilboa, 
there was Saul leaning on his spear, and 
the chariots and horsemen followed hard 
after him. ‘And when he looked behind 
him, he saw me and called to me. And I an- 
swered, ‘Here I am. 8And he said to me, 
‘Who are you?’ So I answered him, ‘I am an 
Amalekite.’ "He said to me again, ‘Please 
stand over me and kill me, for a terrible 
darkness has seized me, for all my life still 
remains in me.’ !°So I stood over him and 
killed him, because I was sure that he could 
not live after he had fallen. And I took the 





| 1:1-12 David learns of Saul’s death after his return to Ziklag from defeating the Amalekites. Torn cloth- 
| 'Ng and earth upon the head of the messenger are a sign of mourning. The man is an Amalekite who 
the wounded Saul at his request. He brings both Saul's crown and his bracelet 

e were either two stories concerning the death of Saul, or else this man seeks 
“confessing” to Saul’s death (see 1Kg 31:1-6). | a 








2 KINGDOMS 1:11 


crown that was on his head and the 
bracelet that was on his arm, and I brought 
them here to my lord.” Therefore David 


22 From the blood of the slain, from the | 
The bow of Jonathan did not return in 








took hold of his own clothes and tore them, vain, 
and all the men who were with him tore | Nor in vain was the sword of Saul 
their clothes. !2And they mourned and wept returned. 


and fasted until evening for Saul and for 
Jonathan his son, for the people of Judah 
and for the house of Israel, because they 
were killed by the sword. 

\3Then David said to the young man who 
told him, “Where are you from?” He an- 
swered, “I am the son of a resident for- | 
eigner, an Amalekite.”t '4So David said to 
him, “How was it you were not afraid to put 
forth your hand to destroy the Lord’s 
anointed?” !5Then David called one of the | 
young men and said, “Go near and deal 
with him!” And he struck him so that he 
died. And David said to him, “Your blood 
is on your own head, for your own mouth | 
spoke against you, saying, ‘I killed the 
Lord’s anointed.’ ” 


| 


3 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and 
handsome, were not separated 
entirely; 

So beautiful in their life, 

That in their death, they were not 
separated entirely; 

Swifter than the eagles and more 
powerful than lions. | 


24 “O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
Clothing you in the scarlet linens of 

your world, | 
Bringing to you the golden apparel. 





25 “How the mighty have fallen! 
© Jonathan. dying on your high places. | 





“= David's Song of Lament m | 26 Į am grieved for you, my brother 
Then David uttered this lamentation | Jonathan: : | 
over Saul and over Jonathan his son,t '8and You were most pleasant to me, 
he told them to teach the children of Judah; Your love for me was to be admired. 
indeed it is written in the Book of the Surpassing the love of women. 
Righteous: 


i] 


P | | 7 “How the mighty have fallen, 
19 “Set up a monument, Israel, over the And the warriors of war perish!” 


dead on the high places of your 








slain! 
How the mighty have fallen! s David Made King of Judah = 
2 Do not tell it in Gath, : 9 It happened after this that David 
Do not proclaim it in the streets of inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall! 2 
Ashkelon, up to one of the cities of Judah?” And te 
Lest the daughters of the Philistines -> | Lord told: him, “Go up.’ David asked 
rejoice, || “Where shall I go up?” And He said, © 
Lest the daughters of the Hebron.”t 2So David went up to Hebron. He 
uncircumcised exult. || went with his two wives, Ahinoam 
| | Jezreelite woman and Abigail the widow a 
21 “You mountains of Gilboa, | Nabal the Carmelite. 3The men went W 
Let no dew, no rain fall upon you, nor | with him, every man with his househo!@ 
the fields of the first fruit, <| and they dwelt in the cities of Hebro® 
: For in that place, the shield of the ‘Then the men of Judah came, and the” 
mighty was dishonored! | they anointed David king over the hous€ o 
The shield of Saul was not anointed ` | Judah. And they told David, saying. “!" 


with olive oil. ~ men of Jabesh Gilead buried Saul.” 


1:13-16 David turns upon the messenger, rebukes him for killing the Lord's anointed, and orders hi 
execution, | | | 

1:17-27 The Lamentation, vv. 19-27, lauds both Saul and Jonathan. : 
2:1-3 David seems able to inquire directly of the Lord, as no mention is made of the ephod or other 
means of discernment, such as Urim and Thummim. The Lord instructs David to go to Hebron. 
2:4 David is anointed by the elders of Judah as their king in Hebron. They also report Saul's burial. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 














2 KINGDOMS 2:29 





i 5S0 David sent messengers to the rulers | 


of Jabesh Gilead and said to them, “You are 
blessed of the Lord, for: you have shown 
this mercy to your lord, upon Saul, the 
Lord’s anointed, and you have buried him 
and his son Jonathan.t And now may the 
Lord work with you in mercy and truth. In- 
deed, I will repay you for this kindness 
since you made this happen. ‘Now there- 
fore. let your hands be strengthened and be 
valiant; for your master Saul is dead. In ad- 
dition, the house of Judah anointed me 
king over them.” 


«= Ishbosheth Made King of Israel -= 


sBut Abner the son of Ner, commander of 
Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth the’ son of 
Saul and brought him from the camp to 
Mahanaim.t 9He made him -king over 
Gilead, over the Ashurites, over Jezreel, 
over Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all 
Israel. ‘9Ishbosheth-the son. of Saul was | 
forty years old when he began ta reign over 
Israel, and he reigned for two years. But he 
did not reign over the house of Judah, who 
followed David. ‘'The days 
in Hebron as king over the house of Judah 
were seven years and six months.t 


æ. War between Israel and Judah = 


Now Abner the son.of Ner and the ser- 
vants of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, went 
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon;? Sand Joab 


the son of Zeruiah and the servants of 
David went out from Hebron to meet them | 


at the well of Gibeon. The two groups sat 
down, one on one side of the well and the 
other on the other side of the well. '*Abner 
said to Joab, “Let the young men stand up 
and duel before us.” Joab said, “Arise.” 

Twelve young men of Benjamin, follow- 
ers of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and 
twelve of the servants of David arose to 
duel, ‘6By the hand, each of them grasped 
the head of his opponent, and by the hand, 
his sword went into the side of his oppo- 
nent. They fell at the same moment, There- 
after, they called the name of that place the 
Well of Treachery, which is in Gibeon. 





"The battle that day was very fierce, and 
Abner and the men of Israel were beaten 
before the servants of David. |*The three 
sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai 
and Asahel. Asahel was as fleet of foot as a 
wild gazelle. Asahel pursued Abner, and 
not to deviate from his purpose, he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the left. 
20Then Abner looked behind him and said, 
“Are you Asahel?” He answered, “I am.” 
21And Abner said to him, “Turn aside to 
your right hand or to your left, and lay hold 


| on one of the young men and take his ar- 


mor for yourself.” But Asahel would not 
turn aside from following him. 22So Abner 
said again to Asahel, “Stay away from me 
lest I strike you to the ground. How then 
could I lift up my face to Joab? Return to 
where you came. Return to Joab your 
brother.” However, he refused to turn 
aside. Therefore Abner smote him in the 


| loins with the end of his spear, and the 


_shaft of the spear came’ out of his back. 


Chere he fell and there he died. And it hap- 
Javid reigned | | pened that everyone who came to the place 
ad ‚where Asahel fell down and died stood in 


silence. | 

24Joab and Abishai also pursued Abner. 
The sun was going down when they came 
to the hill of Ammah, which is east of Giah, 
on the road through the desert of Gibeon. 


Here the sons of Benjamin gathered be- 


hind Abner and joined to meet in, battle. 
They, took their. position on top of a hill. 
26Abner called to Joab and said, “Shall the 
sword devour until the victory is won? Do 
you truly not know that in the end it will be 
bitter? How long until you tell the people to 


turn back from pursuing their brethren?” 


27Q§And Joab said, “As the Lord lives, if you 
did not talk in the morning, perhaps then 
each person should not be pursuing his 
brother afterward.” 28So Joab blew a trum- 
pet; and all the people stood back and did 
not pursue Israel, nor did they fight any 


more. 


_ 2Then Abner and his men went away to- 
ward the west all that night, crossed the 





2:5-7 David angen the wA of Saul as something right, ieee as he, too, was ne iets 
anointed. He uses this as the opportunity to invite the people of Jabesh Gilead to accept his kingship 


Over Judah. 


2:8-10 However, a rival kingdom is established by Abner, Saul's commander in-chief. Ishbosheth, Saul’ S 


‘on, reigns two years over Israel, but not over Judah, 


| l 


2:11 David's reign over Judah is seven and one-half years. Y) 
2:12-32 A contest is staged between twelve Benjamites loyal to Anet And rr iret arid twelve men 


loyal to David, led by Joab, This results in a blood feud. 
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Jordan, and went all morning and came to 
the camp. *°And Joab returned from pursu- 
ing Abner. And when he gathered all the 
people, nineteen servants of David and 
Asahel were missing. ?!But the servants of 
David smote three hundred sixty of the 
sons of Benjamin, the men of Abner. 32Then 
they took up Asahel and buried him in his 
father’s tomb in Bethlehem. And Joab and 
his men traveled with him throughout the 
night and came to Hebron at daybreak. 





Now there was a long war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David. 
But the house of David grew continually 


stronger and the house of Saul grew | 


steadily weaker.t 
<=. The Sons of David -7 

2And sons were born to David in Hebron. 
His firstborn was Amnon by, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelite woman; *his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; 
the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the 
daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; ‘the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 
the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; “and 


gers to Mephibosheth, Saul’s son, saying 





— 


Beersheba.” '!'And Mephibosheth could nig 
answer Abner another word, because he 
feared him. | 
Then Abner immediately sent messen. | 
gers to David in Thailam, saying, “Make © 
your covenant with me, and my hand shaj 
be with you to bring the house of Israel tg 
you.” 13And David said, “Good. I will make 





| a covenant with you, but one thing I require 
| of you. You shall not see my face unless yoy 


bring Michal the daughter of Saul when 
you come to me.” !4So David sent messen- 


“Give me my wife Michal, whom I received 
for a hundred foreskins of the Philistines” 
54nd Mephibosheth sent and took her 
from her husband, from Paltiel the son of 
Laish. !6Her husband, weeping behind her, 
went along with her to Bahurim. So Abner 
said to him, “Go, return!” And he returned. 

l7Now Abner communicated with the | 
elders of Israel, saying, “In time past you 
were seeking for David to be king over you. 
i8Now then, do it! For the Lord has spoken 
of David, saying, ‘By the hand of My ‘ser- 
vant David I will save Israel from the hand 


the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglanh. | of the Philistines and from the hand of all 


These were born to David in Hebron. 


æ. Abner Joins with David = 


6Now while there was war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David, Ab- 
ner was strengthening his hold on the 
house of Saul.t 7And Saul had a concubine, 
Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah; and Mephib- 
osheth, son of Saul, said to Abner, “Why 
did you go in to my father’s concubine?” 
8Then Abner became very angry at Mephib- 
osheth’s words, and Abner said to him, “Am 
I a dog’s head? Today I brought about 
mercy on the house of Saul your father, his 
brothers, and his friends, and have not 
shifted loyalties to the house of David. And 
you on this very day seek fault against me 


on behalf of an unrighteous wife. "God do 7 


thus to Abner and more also, if as the Lord 
swore an oath to David, so do I not to him 
this day— Vto transfer the kingdom from 
the house of Saul, and set up the throne of 





3:1-5 War continues 


stronger. Thus, also the emphasis on the number of sons begotten by him at Hebron and the li 





between the houses of David and Saul, though David's house grows continually 


their enemies. ” 19And Abner spoke in the 
nearing of Benjamin. Then Abner also 
went to speak in the hearing of David in 
Hebron everything that seemed good to the 


eyes of Israel and the whole house of Ben- 
jamin. 


~ Joab Slays Abner = 
20So Abner and twenty men with him 
came to David at Hebron. And David made 
a feast for Abner and the men with him. 
21Then Abner said to David, “I will arise 
and go, and gather all Israel to my lord the 
king, and I will make a covenant with yot 
and you may reign over all that your so 
desires.” So David sent Abner away, and he ~ 
went in peace. 
2At that moment, the servants of David 
and Joab returned from their journey a! 
brought large quantities of spoils will 
them. But Abner was not with David in H 
bron, for he had sent him away, and he ha 





sting 0 


the wives who bore them, underscoring the political alliances that are growing. : ee 
3:6-21 After a dispute with Ishbosheth over the accusation of having taken Saul’s concubine, Rizpa”. 


(Respha), Abner is indignant. He goes to see 
wife Michal be returned to him (v. 13; see 1Kg 


the house of Saul, 


k a league with David, David agrees, on condition that his 
25:44), The effect would be to restore his relations 


hip t0 





gone in peace.t 3When Joab and all the 





troops with him had come, they told Joab, | 


saying, “Abner the son of Ner came to the 
king, and he sent him away, and he went in 
peace.” *4Then Joab came to the king and 


said, “What is this you ordered? Behold, 


Abner came to you. Why did you send him 
away that he departed in peace? Or do 
you not perceive the evil of Abner the son 


of Ner, who came to deceive you; to know | 


your going out and your coming in, and to 
know all that you do?” 

And Joab went from David's presence 
and sent messengers after Abner,, who 
brought him back from the well of Sirah. 
But David did not know of this. ?”7When Ab- 
ner returned to Hebron, Joab turned him 
aside at the gate to speak with. him pri- 
vately. There an ambush awaited him. Joab 
stabbed him`in the loins, and Abner died 
for the blood of Asahel, Joab’s brother. 

28 After David heard this, he said, “Of the 





mn 
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3And the king sang a lament over Abner 
and said: 


“Should Abner die according to the 
death of Nabal? 
34 Your hands were not bound, 
Nor were your feet held by chains, 
For Nabal was brought forward on 
different grounds. 
You fell before children of injustice.” 


| All the people assembled to weep for him. 


353And when all the people came to per- 
suade David to eat food while it was still 
day, David took an oath, saying, “God do so 
and more to me, if I eat bread or anything 
else before the sun goes down!” 

36All the people noticed and all were 
pleased, as the king did many pleasing 
things before the people. 37On that day, all 
the people and all Israel came to realize the 
king was not intent on killing Abner the 


blood of Abner the son of Ner I am forever | son of Ner. Then the king said to his ser- 
innocent before the Lord. and so is my | vants, “Do you not know that a great prince 
kingdom. 2%Let it rest on Joab’s head and | has fallen today in Israel? 39Though I am 
on all his father’s house. And let there governing as the anointed king, on this 


never be.a time in the house of Joab when | 
it will be found free of one suffering from | 
| than I am. The Lord shall repay the evil- 


gonorrhea, or a leper, or one that leans on 


a staff, or falls by the sword, or Jacks | 


bread.” 22And Joab and Abishai his brother 
had lain in wait continually for Abner, be- 
cause he killed their brother! Asahel at 
Gibeon after the struggle. 


= David Laments Abner’s Death 7: 
31Then David said to Joab and to all the 


people with him, “Tear your clothes, gird | | | 7 
troops. The name of one was Baanah and 


yourselves with sackcloth, and mourn for 
Abner” And King David followed the cof- 
fin.t 3250 they buried Abner in Hebron; and 
the king lifted up his voice and wept at the 





3:22-30 Joab returns from a raid t 
Abner’s motives: the blood feud has continu 
the loins. Since Joab has breached 
declares that the blood of Abner will 
king would be worthless in future alliances. 

3:31-39 The general mourning for Abner un 


grave, and all the people wept over Abner. 





very day I ama kinsman; and to me these 
men, sons of Zeruiah, are more unyielding 


doer according to his malice.” 


=. Mephibosheth Is Slain > 
When Mephibosheth, the son of Saul, 
heard that Abner had died while in 
Hebron, the strength of his hands grew 
weaker, and all the men of Israel were low 
in spirits.t 2Now Saul’s son, Mephibosheth, 
had two men who were captains over the 


the name of the other Rechab, sons of 
Rimmon the Beerothite, of the. sons of 
Benjamin; for Beeroth was considered as 
one of the sons of Benjamin. And the 


o hear of the league between David and Abner. He is suspicious of 
ed, He slays Abner exactly as Asahel was slain, stabbed in — 
the peace proclaimed between Abner and the house of David, David 
be a curse upon the house of Joab. Otherwise the word of the 


derscores David's guiltlessness in his death. A comparison is 


made to the death of Nabal, who had deserved his fate. 


4:1-12 Hearing of the death of Abner, two of S 


But David is not impressed with their treachery, though they 
reminds them of what he did to the messenger who 
Named Mephibosheth in this chapter. The one who | 


(4:4), Saul’s grandson.) 
y Once again, the constant theme of not t 
'S position as king as well as showing respe 


aul’s captains, Baanah and Rechab, slay Mephibosheth. 


try to impress him with their deeds. He 


reported Saul’s death. (Note: There are two men 
s killed is Saul’s son. The other is Jonathan's son 


ouching the Lord's anointed is reasserted by David. It bolsters 
ct for the house of Saul and the anointing the Lord gave him. 
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Beerothites fled to Gittaim and solourt 
there until this day. 





4(Jonathan, a son of Saul, had a five-year- | 


old son who was lame in his feet. When 
word came from Jezreel about Saul and his 
son Jonathan, his nurse picked up his son 
and fled, and as she ran to leave, she fell 
and his foot became lame. Mephibosheth 
was his name.) 

5And Rechab and Baanah, the sons of 
Rimmon the Beerothite, set out, and by 
the time the hottest part of the day ar- 
rived, they were as far as the house of 
Mephibosheth, and he was napping on 
the bed at midday. ®And behold, the door- 
keeper of the house winnowed the wheat 
and he too napped. Thus the presence of 
the brothers Rechab and Baanah went un- 
noticed. 7While Mephibosheth was asleep 
on his bed in his bedroom, they entered 


and struck him dead and beheaded him. | 










| David Is King over All Israel, 
Then all the tribes of Israel Came to 
David at Hebron and said to him 
“Indeed we are your bone and your flesht 


-21In time past, when Saul was king over ug 


you were the one who led Israel out and 


brought ‘them in, and the Lord said to yoy, 


‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, ang 

be ruler over Israel. ” Therefore all the ej. 
ders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, 
and at Hebron King David made a covenant 3 


with them before the Lord. And they 
anointed David king over all Israel. 4David 


was thirty years old when he began to reign, | 
| and he reigned forty years. °For seven years | 


and six months, he reigned over Judah while | 

in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned 

thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah | 
=. David Takes Jerusalem 7> 

6And David and his men marched to- 











They then took his head and journeved | | ward Jerusalem to the Jebusites; the inhab- | 


the whole night on the road going west. 
8They brought the head of Mephibosheth 
to David at Hebron. They said to the ih) 
“Behold, the head of Mephibosheth, th 

son of Saul your enemy, who sougnt your | 





'itants of the land, to those who said to 
David, “You shall not be welcomed here, | 
for the blind and the lame will resist you — 
saying, ‘David, do not enter here.’ ”t 7Ney- — 
ertheless, David took the stronghold of 


life. Today, the Lord executed formy lord | Zion. the City of David. §Now David saidon | 


the king vengeance upon his 


even on Saul your enemy and on his | 


seed.” 

But David answered Rechab and 
Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, saying to them, “As the Lord 


lives who redeemed my life from all adver- | 


sity, ‘when someone told me, ‘Look, Saul 
is dead, believing he brought me good 
news, I arrested him—the one who thought 
I would give him a reward, and he was ex- 
ecuted in Ziklag. ''And now wicked men 
kill a righteous person in his house on his 
bed. Now by reason of your direct involve- 
ment, I will charge you with his murder, I 
will have you utterly removed from the 
land.” !2And David gave a command to his 
servants, and they killed them, They cut off 
their hands and feet, and they hung them 
by the pool in Hebron. But the head of 


Mephibosheth was buried in the tomb of | 





Abner, son of Ner. 


5:1-5 David is anointed kingi over rall Israel. His eii is now accepted by. Israel. as Well as Judah. His 
total reign will be forty years: seven (and one-half) from Hebron over sabi. and ithinty: -three over JU- 
dah and Israel. He became king over Judah at age thirty. . 

5:6-10 David comes to take the stronghold of Jerusalem, a forties sO easy to defend that the lame and 
the blind withstand him, Hence, they are to be destroyed when the city is taken. 


from Jerusalem. And David had more s50 





nemies, | that day, “Everyone who attacks the Jeb- 


usites, let him strike with the dagger both 
the lame and the blind and those who hate — 
the life of David.” Therefore they say, “The 
blind and the lame shall not come into the 
house of the Lord. 

9Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and 
it was called the City of David. And he built 
the city itself round about the citadel, and 
he built his own house. !David continued 
forward in this manner and was held in 
high regard, for the Lord Almighty wa | 
with him. "Then Hiram king of Tyre sent | 
messengers to David, and cedar wood, and 
carpenters and stone masons. They built aà | 
house for David.t | 

250 David knew the Lord had prepared 
him as king over Israel, and his kingdom" 
was exalted for the sake of His people © 
rael, '$And after arriving from Hebron: 
David took more wives and. concubine 





5:11-12 Hiram’s building David's house is a sign of diplomatic recognition by the king of Tyre. ! r. 





and daughters.t Now the names of those the Lord commanded him, and he struck 


who were born to him in Jerusalem were 
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Ib- 
har, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 'Elishama, 
Eliada, and Eliphelet, '’Shamaeh, Jessibath, 
Nathan, Galamahan, Jebahar, Theasous, El- 
phalat, Naged, Janatha, Leasamus, Baali- 
math, and Eliphalath. 


~. Defeat of the Philistines SP 


l8The Philistines heard that David had 
been anointed king over Israel, In_re- 
sponse, the Philistines went up to seek 
David. When David heard of it, he went 
down to the stronghold.t !%And the 
Philistines came and assembled in the Val- 
ley of Titan. 28And David inquired of the 
Lord, saying, “Shall I’ go ‘up against the 
Philistines? Will You deliver them into’ my 
hands?” And the Lord said to David; “Go 
up, for I will surely deliver the Philistines 
into your hands.” 2'So David came from the 
Upper Breaches of water, and there David 
struck the Philistines: And David said, “Be- 
fore me, the Lord broke through the line-of | 
my enemies the Philistines like water that | 
breaches a barrier.” Therefore he called the | 
name of that place Over Breaches? 

4zThe Philistines left their gods. there, 
and David and his'‘men:took them. “Then 
the Philistines went up yet again and de- 
ployed themselves in the Valley of ‘Titans. 
“Therefore David asked of the Lord, and 
the Lord said, “You shall not go up to meet 
them. Turn away from them and pass-by 
them unnoticed near the Place of Weeping. 
25And when you hear the sound of march- 
ing in the grove of the Place of Weeping, 
then you shall go down to them. For then 
the Lord will go out before you to strike the 
camp of the Philistines.” And David did as 


ee 





| Obed-Edom 
months, the ark of the Lord remained in 





5:13-17 This list of wives and concubines further details the establishing of David's dynasty. A number 
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down the Philistines from Gibeon as far as 
the land of Gezer, ` | 


©. The Ark Is Brought to Jerusalem 7. 
. Again David gathered all the young 
men of Israel, about seventy thousand.t 
4And David arose and went, he and all the 
people with him, even with the rulers of 
Judah, on an expedition to bring back from 
there the ark of God, on which they called 
upon the Name of the Lord of Hosts who 
dwells between the cherubim. 2So they set 


the ark of God on a new wagon and brought 


it from the house of Abinadab on the hill. 
And. Uzzah and his brothers, the sons of 
Abinadab, drove the wagon ‘with the ark, 
and his brothers went before the ark: ° Then 
David and all the sons of Israel with 
strength played music before the Lord on 


-well-tuned instruments, with songs, harps, 


lyres, flutes, and with drums and cymbals: 
65And when they came to Nachon’s 


| threshing-floor, Uzzah placed his hand on 


the ark of God to hold it steady when the 


| oxen: shook it out of its place.t 7The Lord 


was angered against Uzzah, and there 


| God struck him. And before God, he died 


there: next to the ark of the Lord. §And 
David: became angry because the Lord in- 
flicted a fatal wound against Uzzah, and 
he called that place Wound of Uzzah-to 
this day. %And> on that day; fearing the 
Lord; David said, “In what possible way 
can the ark of the Lord come with me?” 
t0So David would not bring the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord to the City of David. 
Instead David directed it into the house of 
the Gittite. ''For three 


the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. And 


have been taken from Jerusalem, thus further cementing his control. Note the naming of Solomon in 
this list, as well.as Nathan, who is the ancestor of Christ in Luke's genealogy (see Lk 3:31). Matthew lists 


Solomon as Christ’s ancestor (Mt 1:6). 


5:18-20 The Philistines mount another attack against the Hebrews, this time with David as king over all 


israel and Judah. David inquires of the Lord as to His battle strategy each time. 
5:21-25 The Philistines leave their idols behind because of the rout. David's removal of them under- 
scores the victory of God over the Philistines’ gods. God instructs David to wait until He Himself has | 


Joined the battle. The victory is so extensive because David has obeyed God's commands in this matter. 
6:1-5 The ark is now to be brought up to Jerusalem from Gibeon (see 1Ch 13:1—14). It has been in the 
care of Eleazar (see 1Kg 7:1). This will help unify Judah and Israel by establishing Jerusalem as the pri- 
Mary sanctuary. À 
6:6-11 Contact with the holy was fatal. When Uzzah placed his hand on the ark to steady it, he died. 
David is fearful lest the ark enter Jerusalem. Instead, it is placed in the house of Obed-Edom (Abedarra), 
a Philistine loyal to David, for three months. Obed-Edom means literally, “servant of Edom" (see | 
ICh 3:13, 14), His house and all his possessions are blessed by the presence of the ark. ~ 


| m 
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Edom and everything he had. 
"Now it was reported to King David, 


Saying, “The Lord blessed the house of | 


Obed-Edom and all his possessions be- 
cause of the ark of God.” So David went 
and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-Edom to the City of David 
with gladness.t And there were with 
those bearing the ark of the Lord seven 
groups of singers, and a calf and a lamb for 
sacrifice. David played on well-tuned in- 
struments before the Lord, and David put 


on a special garment. !°So David and all the | 


house of Israel brought up the ark of the 
Lord with shouting and with the sound of 
the trumpet. | 


i6Now as the ark came into the City of 


David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked 
through a window and saw King David 
dancing ‘and playing instruments before 








ens as he uncovered himself, : revealing 
himself as does a base dancer.’t 2iDayiq 
said to Michal, “I will dance in the presen 
of the Lord. Blessed is the Lord who chose 


people, Israel. And I will play music and] 
will dance before the Lord. “And | wij 
again uncover myself in this manner and 
will thus remain vile in your sight; but with 
the handmaidens of which you spoke, I will 
_be praised.” And Michal the daughter of 

Saul had no child to the day of her death 


~ God’s Covenant with David -a 


It came to pass when the king sat in his 
house and the Lord had given him an 


Nathan the prophet, “See now, I now live in 
| a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells 


inheritance on every side, free from all his ` 
enemies around him,? *the king said to 


the Lord, and she despised. him in her | in the middle of a tent.” 3Nathan Said to the 
heart. They brought the ark of the Lord | king. “Go and do everything that is in your 
and set it in its place in the midst of'the tab- | heart, because the Lord is with you.” 4But 


ernacie David built for it: Then David of- 
fered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before the Lord. !8And when: David fin- 
ished offering burnt offerings and peace of- 
ferings, he blessed the people in the name 
of the Lord of hosts. !9Then he distributed 
among all the people, among the whole 
army of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and 
to the men and women, to everyone, a loaf 
of bread, a piece of meat, and a fried cake. 
So all the people departed, everyone to his 
house. . 
“Then David returned to bless his 
household. And Michal the daughter of 
Saul came out to meet David. She blessed 
him and said, “How glorious was the king 


of Israel today, making himself a shameful | over Israel. And I have been with you in al! 


exhibition before the eyes of his handmaid- 


6:12-19 Having seen that the ark has brought blessing to the house of a Philistine, David is willing to 
have it enter Jerusalem after all (see 1Ch 15:25-29). Greeting the ark with dancing is perhaps an impor 
from Canaanite practices. A tabernacle ("tent of meeting”) is pitched for the ark in Jerusalem. The dis- 
tribution of the offering, and thus the blessing associated with it, is made from Dan to Beersheba 

(v. 19), the geographical boundaries of Israel at the height of David's rule. 
6:20-23 David returns to bring the blessing into his home, only to be reproached 
childless. Thus, there is no continuation of Saul’s lineage by means of their marriage. 
7:1-3 David has united the tribes under his kingship, established Jerusalem as his capital, and lives in 
house paneled with cedar. The ark, though now brought up to the city, remains in the tabernacle he 
pitched for it, a tent. He seeks advice from Nathan the prophet, who instructs him to build a temple for | 


the ark. 





| that night the word of the Lord came to 
| Nathan, saying,t °“Go and tell My servant 
David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Do not build a 
nouse for Me to dwell in. To this day, I have 
| not dwelt in a house since the time | 


| brought the sons of Israel up from Egypt, | 
and | walked- among you in a temporary 


place of lodging and in a tent, 7wherever | 
| speak a word to anyone from the tribes of 
Israel whom:I commanded to shepherd My 
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not 
built Me a house of cedar?’”’ 

“So now tell My servant David, ‘Thus 
the sheepfold to be ruler over My people, 


things, wherever you have gone, and have 


by Michal, who Is 


7:4-17 in a dream, God informs Nathan that David is not to build the temple. His descendant, Solome” 


will build it, This serves to remind Nathan and David that God Himself js in charge and will issue the 


instructions. Indeed, God Himself will establish the throne 


Ps 88:28ff; Is 55:3), 


went with all of Israel. In that time, did! ` 


Says the Lord Almighty, “I took you from | 





‘and house and kingdom forever (see v. 23; | 


me over your father and before all hiş | 
house, to put me in charge to govern His | 


SppeGOD’S COVENANT Saas 
WITH HIS PEOPLE ISRAEL 


J The Lord had a covenantal relationship with the Israelites whereby He promised to 
~§ always protect and provide for them as well as rescue them. In return, they agreed to 
iG, orship and serve only Him, as prescribed. When foreign armies invaded Israel, or when 
A= other disasters occurred, the Prophets consistently interpreted such calamities as resulting, 
AJ from the people falling away from their covenantal commitment to the Lord. 

The Prophets convey God’s grief and anger when the Hebrews stray from Him 
(Is 1:1-31; 24:1-12; Am 3:1—6:14). Yet He remains faithful to His covenant, even when His 
people do not. God even commands the Prophet Hosea to marry a prostitute in order to 
demonstrate His unfailing fidelity to Israel despite all the times she has played the harlot with: 
other gods (Hos 1:2—3:5; Jdg 2: 17). 


The Old Testament records several'covenants between God and His people. Through? 


these successive, overlapping covenants, God Aey draws all of mankind, through His cho- 
sen people, closer to Himself: 


| The covenant with Noah (Gn 9:8-17). God pledges that there will never be another 
flood like the one which destroyed the previous civilization. 


2 The covenant with Abraham (Gn 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-21; see Ps 104:1- 15). God | 
promises to Abraham a great multitude of descendants, who will inherit the land of Canaan 


and always be His people. Through them, “all the tribes of the earth shall be blessed” 
(Gn. 12: 3). 


3 The covenant under Moses (Ex }9:}—31: 18: 34: 1-28; Dt 5:1—30:20). Established 
by the Lord shortly after He miraculous!y rescues His people out of Egypt, this covenant pro- 
vided the lengthy and detailed Mosaic Law to guide the Hebrews in their relations with c one 
another and with Him. 

4 The renewal of the Mosaic Covenant under Joshua (Jos 231—2427). 

5 The covenant with David (2Kg 7:1-29; 23:1-5; Ps 88:1—37; Is 55:3, 4) and his son 
Solomon (3Kg. 8:1—9:9), This covenant establishes the house of David forever: “His seed 
shall remain forever, and his throne as the sun before Me” (Ps 88:37). From this promise 
comes the expectation of a great King and Savior, David’s descendant (Jer 23:5, 6) who will 
deliver Israel from all her enemies and will rule the earth with righteousness and peace. 








The Prophet Ezekiel prophesies a “covenant of peace” inaugurating a future era of peace > 
and prosperity for Israel under the care of “one shepherd . . . My Servant David” 
(Ezk 34:20-31; see 37:15-28): Jeremiah and Ezekiel envision this “new covenant” 
(Jer 38:31-34; Ezk 36:22-28) to be based on the spiritual cleansing and renewal of men’s |. 
hearts. Isaiah foresees the new, “everlasting, covenant” when God will gather all peoples to 
share in the blessings of Israel (is 2:1—4; 49:6; 55:5; 60:1-6; see Jer 3:12-17; 4:1, 2; 
Ps 71:1-19). 


The New Testament (or New Covenant), propNesied by Jeten, Ezekiel, and Isaiah, is 
inaugurated on earth by Jesus Christ, the “Son of David” (Mt 21:9-11;'Mk 10: 4648), the 
one Shepherd (Jn 10:1-16, 25-28) who'comes to gather all people to Himself in spiritual 
unity and who sends the Holy Spirit (Jn 15:26) on Pentecost to dwell in His followers. Jesus 
declares at the Last Supper, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood” (EK 22:20), thus di- 
rectly linking this new covenant with a covenant mez | 

“Mediator of a better covenant” (Heb 8:6), the Book ar Hebrews dramatically demonstrares 
how He fulfills and supersedes the old covenant made with the Israelites 
(3:1—10:22), 

In the Church, the New Israel (Gal 6: 12-16; see 2Co 3:12-18; Eph 2:11- 16; 
Mt 21:33-46), we all have the opportunity to experience the spiritual j joy of the new 
covenant as a foretaste of the heavenly kingdom (Heb 12; 18-24), in which believers 
from all nations will rejoice with God eternally. Hence, it is very fitting that every — 
Divine Liturgy begins with the proclamation, “Blessed is the Kingdom!” 
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cut off all your enemies om etdrd k you, 
and have made your name held in high 
honor, according to the great ones on the 
earth. “And I will appoint a place for My 
people Israel and will plant them so that 
they may dwell in a place of their own and 
be anxious no more. No more shall the sons 
of wickedness humiliate them, as they have 
done since the beginning, since the days I 
appointed judges over My people Israel, 
and I shall give you rest from all your ene- 
mies. Await the Lord to tell you when to 
build Him a house. !2And. it shall come 
about, when your days are fulfilled and you 
rest with your fathers, I will raise up your 


seed after you, who will come from your | 


body, and I will prepare his kingdom. !%He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish his throne forever. “I will be a fa- 
ther to him, and he shall be to Me a son. 


And if he commits iniquity, I will chasten | 


him with the rod of men and with the blows 
of the sons of men. But [ will not take My 
mercy from him, as: I took it from those 
whom | withdrew from My presence. “And 
his house will be made sure, and his king- 
dom shall be forever.”’” !/Nathan told 


David each of these words and ail of this vi- 


sion. 
æu David’s Prayer of Thanks =>“ 


i8Then King David went in and sat be- | 


fore the Lord and said, “O Lord, my Lord, 
who am I and what is my house, that You 
have loved me even until now?t 190 Lord, 
my Lord, this is very insignificant before 
You, yet You spoke on behalf of the house of 
Your servant, even this for the distant fu- 
ture. O Lord, my Lord, is this the law of 
man? 2°What more can David say to You? O 
Lord, my Lord, You know Your servant. 
21You do according to Your word, and You 


do according to Your heart all this great- 


ness, to make it known to Your servant, ~to 
magnify You. O Lord, my Lord, according to 
all we hear with our ears, there is no one 


be blessed forever.” — 





like Youl Aakdh there! ih io Gods but you. 
23What other nation on the earth is as You, | 


people Israel? As God guided them in order 
to redeem them, to establish them as a peg- 


ple, to make for Yourself a name, to dg 


greatness, and to make manifest to those 
You cast out from the midst of Your people — 


‘whom You ‘redeemed out of the nation of — 


Egypt and their tents. 24For You prepared — 


| for Yourself Your people Israel, to be a peo. 


ple forever. You, O Lord, have become our 


God. 


25“And now, O Lord, my Lord, the word 
which You now speak concerning Your ser- 
vant and concerning his house, establish it 
forever, O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, just 
as You said. 26So let Your name be magni- 
fied forever. 270 Lord Almighty, You have © 


| disclosed this to the ears of Your servant, 


saying, ‘I will build you a house. Therefore © 
Your servant has found it in his heart to — 
pray this prayer to You. 28And now, O Lord, 


“my Lord, You are God, and Your words shall — 


be true; and You speak these good things on 
behalf of Your servant. 29Now may You rule 
and bless the house of Your servant, that it 
may continue before You forever. For You 
are the Lord my Lord; You spoke, and with | 
Your blessing, let the house of Your servant | 


æ David’s Victories in Battle > 
= After this, David attacked the Philistines 
and put them to flight. And David took © 
the border country from the hand of the 
Philistines.t 2Then David defeated Moab, 
and after forcing them down to the ground, — 
he measured them off with lines. With tw? 
lines he measured off those to be put t0 





death, and with two lines those to be kep! 


alive, So the Moabites became David's sèr 
vants and brought tribute. 
3David also defeated Hadadezer the son 


of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to èX 


tend his power to the River Euphrates: 
‘David took from him one thousand chat 


7:18-29 Having received divine intervention, David speaks of Gad's love towards his house and his fam: 
ily, and is humbled by it. The house to be established forever will not be one established by human _ 
hands, the earthly temple, but the One established through David's seed. This is a Prophecy of Christ 


the Messiah of Israel. 
8:1, 2 Having consolidated Hisi power, 


David now exercises this strength against both the Philistines and 


Moab, the latter becoming a vassal-state. It was not uncommon for a portion of a conqueren peona 

be executed, as David does with Moab, so as to exert his strength. 

8:3-12 David expands his territory to the Euphrates, subjugating Hadadezer and siktrmatels drawing » 
Syria into the fight. A garrison is stationed near Damascus, possibly to guarantee trading rights, $0 ar pavid 


other state is secured. Toi, king of Hamath, an enemy of Hadadezer, seeks to secure his favor with Da 


by gifts of metal vessels. 





| 
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ots, seven thousand horsemen, and twenty 
thousand foot soldiers. Also David ham- 
strung all the chariot horses, except that he 
spared enough of them for one hundred 


chariots. i 
5When the Syrians of Damascus came to 


help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed- 


twenty-two thousand men in Syria. "Then 
David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus, 
and the Syrians became David’s servants 
and brought tribute. The Lord saved David 
wherever he went. /And: David took the 
shields of gold that had belonged to the ser- 
vants of Hadadezer, king of Zobah, and 
brought them. to Jerusalem. Sousakim, king 
of Egypt, took them when. he went up: to 
Jerusalem in the days.of Rehoboam, the son 
of Solomon. Also. from the Mazbak, from 
the choice cities of Hadadezer, King David 
took a large amount of bronze with which 
Solomon made the bronze Sea-and. the pil- 
lars and the basins and all the implements. 

When, Toi, king of Hamath. heard that 
David had. defeated. all the army of 
Hadadezer, Toi sent his son Joram to King 
David, to greet him in peace and bless him 
because he had fought against Hadadezer 
and defeated him. For he-had been at war 
with Hadadezer.. And in his. hands he 
brought with him articles of silver, articles 
of gold, and articles. of bronze. !King 


David consecrated these to the Lord along | 


with the silver and gold that he had conse- 
crated from all the cities he had subdued— 
from Idumea, from Moab, from the sons 
of Ammon, from. the Philistines, from 
Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer 
the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

l3And David made himself a name when 


he returned from killing eighteen thousand > 


Idumeans in Gaimele.t !4He also, put gar- 
risons in Idumea, throughout all Idumea, 
and all the Idumeans became the king’s 
servants. And the Lord preserved David 
wherever he went. | 

'SSo David reigned over Israel, and 
David administered judgment and justice 





was over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of 
Ahilud was recorder; Zadok the son of 
Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar 
were the priests; Asa was the scribe; '*Be- 
naiah the son of Jehoiada was an advisor, 
as were the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 
and David’s sons were chief ministers. 


~ David’s Mercy on Mephibosheth «= 


Now David said, “Is there anyone still 
left of the house of Saul, so that I 
may show him mercy for Jonathan’s 


sake?”t 2And there was a servant of the 


house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and 
they called him to David. And the king said 
to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am 
your servant!” Then the king said, “Is there 
not still someone left of the house of Saul, 
to whom I may show the mercy of God?” 
And Ziba said to the king, “There is still 
a son of Jonathan who is wounded in his 


| feet.” 4So the king said to him, “Where is 


he?” And Ziba said to the king, “See, he is 
in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, 
in Lo Debar.” ‘Then King David sent and 
brought him out of the house of Machir the 
son of Ammiel from Lo Debar. a 
6When Mephibosheth the son _ of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to 
King David, he fell on his face and pros- 
trated before him. Then David said, 
“Mephibosheth?” And he answered, “Here 
is your servant!” 7So David said to him, “Do 
not fear, for I will surely show you mercy 
for the sake of Jonathan your father. I will 
restore to you all the land of Saul your 
grandfather, and you shall always eat 
bread at my table.” "Then Mephibosheth 
bowed and said, “Who am I, your servant, 
that you should look upon a dead dog like 
mer ny | eta pa 
-And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser- 
vant, and said to him, “I. have given your 
master’s son everything that belonged to 
Saul and to all his house. '°You therefore, 
and your sons and your servants, shall 





8:13-17 David made himself a name expanding his presence and his territory. This expansion is 

blessed and ordained by God, and David reigns over all Israel. Joab serves as commander of the armies 
and Jehoshaphat as the official recorder, the highest civil office. Zadok, first mentioned here, becomes 
head of the legitimate line of priests. The text should probably read “Abiathar, son of Ahimelech” (see 


1Kg 22:20), 


9:1-13 This chapter reflects the abiding love that David had for Jonathan. Mephibosheth is his sole sur- 
vivor, but lame in both feet. He is brought to David's court, cared for by Ziba, Saul’s servant, and fed at 
David's table, as though he were one of David's sons. David, a type of Christ, extends grace to one dis- 
abled, and invites him to dine—a picture of God's love extended to those crippled by sin, restoring 


them in the Eucharist. 
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in bread for your master’s son, and he will 
eat it. But Mephibosheth your master’s son 
Shall always eat bread at my table.” Now 
Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 
Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant 
will do everything my lord the king com- 
manded his servant.” 

And Mephibosheth ate at David’s table 
like one of the king’s sons. '2Mephibosheth 


had a young son whose name was Micha. | 


And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba 
were servants of Mephibosheth. So 
Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he 
always ate at the king’s table. And he was 
lame in both his feet. 
=. Defeat of the Ammonites 
and Syrians =- 

i It happened after this that the king 

of the children of Ammon died, and 
Hanun his son reigned in his piace.t 2Then 
David said, “I will show mercy to Hanun 
the son of Nahash, as his father showed 
mercy to me.” So David sent by the hand of 
his servants to comfort him concerning his 
father. And David’s servants came into the 
land of the children of Ammon. 2And the 


Hanun their lord, “Do you think David 
really honors your father because he sent 
comforters to you? Did David not rather 
send his servants to you to search the city, 
to spy it out, and to survey it?” “Therefore 
Hanun took David’s servants, shaved off 
their beards, cut off their garments at the 
middle of their haunches, and sent them 
away. °When they told David about the 
men, Of how they were greatly dishonored, 
he sent to meet them. And the king said, 
“Wait at Jericho until your beards have 
grown, and then return.” 

The people of Ammon saw that the peo- 
ple of David were put to shame, so the peo- 
ple of Ammon sent and hired from the Syr- 
ians of Beth Rehob twenty thousand foot 
soldiers; and from the king of Maacah one 
thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve 
thousand men,t 7Now when David heard of 
it, he sent Joab and all the army of the 
mighty men. "Then the sons of Ammon 


. a è jè | ; 
10:1-5 The Ammonite king Nahash dies. Since Saul had defeated the Ammonites at Jabesh Gilead (seë 
1Kg 11:1-11), it was wise that David send his emissaries to his son Hanun, son of Nahash, 


10:6-8 The Ammonites hire men from four Syrian principalities, the two mentioned previously in 8:3- 
as well as from Amalek and Istob, into a confederation against David. 


10:9-14 Joab’s successful strategy is to divide his forces into two and attack with both simultaneously: 
10:15-19 The resulting victory for David leaves the Syrians afraid to help the Ammonites in the futul® 











work the land for him, and you shall bring | 

















came out and put themselves in battle ar. 
ray at the entrance of the gate. And the Syr. 
ians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, ang 
Maacah were by themselves in the field. 

“When Joab saw that the battle line wag 
against him before and behind, he chose 
some of Israel’s young men and put them jp 
battle array against the Syrians.t And he 


put the rest of the people under the com. 


mand of Abishai his brother, and they were 
placed in battle array against the sons of 
Ammon. !!Then he said, “If the Syrians are 
too strong for me, then you shall deliver 
me, but if the sons of Ammon are too 
strong for you, then we will come and de- 
liver you. !2Be of good courage and let us 


| be strong for our people and for the cities — 


of our God; for the Lord will do what is 


_ good in His sight.” !3So Joab and the people 


with him went into battle against the Syri- 
ans, and they fled before him. !4When the 
sons of Ammon saw that the Syrians fled, 
they also fled before Abishai and entered 
the city. And Joab returned from the sons 
of Ammon and went to Jerusalem. 

'SWhen the Syrians saw that they were — 


| defeated by Israel, they gathered together! 
princes of the sons of Ammon said tto | 


'SThen Hadadezer sent and gathered the 
Syrians beyond the river Chalamak, and 
they came to Helam. And Shobach the 
commander of Hadadezer’s army went be- 
fore them. '7When it was reported to David, 
he gathered all Israel, crossed the Jordan. 
and came to Helam. Here the Syrians set 


= 


themselves in battle array against David 


and fought with him. !8And Syria fled from | 
before Israel, and David killed seven hur 
dred charioteers and forty thousand horse 
men of the Syrians. David also struck | 
Shobach, the commander of their army | 
who died there. '9And when all the kings _ 
who were servants to Hadadezer saw they 
were defeated by Israel, they changed alle- 
giance and served Israel. Syria was afrai 
to help rescue the people of Ammon. 


™. David and Bathsheba m- 


Then at the appointed time whe! 
Joab and his guards, and all Israel wi 









kings go out to battle, David sel 












him. They destroyed the sons of Ammon 
and besieged Rabbah. But David remained 
at Jerusalem.t 

2Then one evening David arose from his 
bed and went up on the roof of the king's 
house. From the roof, he saw a woman 
bathing, and she was very beautiful in ap- 
pearance.t So David sent and asked about 
the woman. And someone said, “Is not this 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite?” *David sent messen- 
gers and took her. And she came to him, 
and he lay with her, for she was purified 
from her uncleanness. And she returned to 
her house. 5And the woman.conceived, so 
she sent and told David and said, “I am 
with child.” | 

6Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send 
me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah 
to David.t 7When Uriah had come to him, 
David asked how Joab was doing, and how 
the people were doing, and how the war 
prospered. And David said to Uriah, “GO 
down to your house and wash your feet.” 
So Uriah departed from the king's house, 
and a gift from the king followed him. IBut 
Uriah slept at the door of the king's house 
with all the servants of his lord and did not 
go down to his house. So when they told 
David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to 
his house.” David said to Uriah, “Didn't you 
come from a journey? Why didn't you go 
down to your house?” 


And Uriah said to David, “The ark and | 25 : 
in Jerusalem and came and told David 


Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, 
and my lord Joab and the servants of my 
lord are encamped in the open fields. 
Shall I go to my house to eat and drink 
and lie with my wife? How should I do 


this? As your soul lives, I will not do this.” | 


i2Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here to- 
day, and tomorrow I will send you away.” 
So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day 
and the next. !83The next day, David in- 





11:1 This prologue sets the stage for the story 
vie The king should be leading the armies 
hind, 


11:2-5 The roofs of the houses were typically flat a 


David spies Bathsheba bathing atop 
for the express purpose of adultery, 


11:6-13 David calls for Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, 


have intercourse with his wife, hoping to cover his own sin 
battle were prohibited from doing so (see Lv 15:18; 


have intercourse with Bathsheba, as soldiers in 
1Kg 21:5) “To wash one’s feet” 
11:14-21 His first plan having failed, David 
battle and then to retreat from behind him, 





rr 
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vited him, and he ate and drank with him, 
and he got him drunk. In the evening, he 


| left to sleep on his bed with the servants 


————— a 


of David's adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the 
and commanders into battle, but David has stayed be- 


is a comprehensive eu 
arranges for Uriah to be sent forth to the front lines for 
virtually ensuring his death, David's second plan to conceal 


of his lord, but he did not go down. to his 
house. 

\4In the morning, David wrote a letter to 
Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.t 
isAnd he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set 
Uriah in the forefront of the fiercest battle 
and retreat from him, so that he may be 
struck down and die.” '6So when Joab be- 
sieged the city, he assigned Uriah toa place 
where he knew there were valiant men. 
I7Then the men of the city came out and 
fought with Joab. And some of the people 
of the servants of David fell, and Uriah the 
Hittite died as well. ` 

i8Then Joab sent and told David every- 
thing concerning the war, Pand charged 
the messenger, saying, “When you have fin- 
ished telling the king the matters of the 
war, 2%if the king’s wrath rises and he says 
to you, ‘Why did you approach so near to 
the city when you fought? Did you not 
know that they would shoot from the wall? 
21Who struck Abimelech the son of 
Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who 
cast a piece of a millstone on him from the 
wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did 
you go near the wall?’—then you shall say, 
‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead as 
well? ” 

229 Joab’s messenger went to the king 


everything Joab had told him, all the news 
of the battle. Now David was angry with 
Joab and said to the messenger, “Why did 
you go near to the city to fight? Did you not 
know that you would be wounded from the 
wall? Who struck Abimelech the son of 
Jerubbaal? Was it not a woman who cast a 
piece of millstone on him from the wall, so 
that he died in Thamsi? Why did you go 





nd allowed a cool place to relax in the evening. 

her house and is smitten by her beauty. He has her brought to him 
Bathsheba conceives and sends David word of her pregnancy. 

to be brought home from battle so that he will 


in this fashion. Uriah, however, refuses to 


phemism, but intercourse is implied. 


his adultery has succeeded through Uriah’s murder on the battlefield, | 
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near the wall?”t 23And the messenger said 
to David, “Because the men prevailed 
against us and came out to us in the field. 
Then we drove them back as far as the en- 
trance of the gate. 24The archers shot from 
the wall at your servants, and some of the 
King’s servants are dead, and your servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 

25Then David said to the messenger, 
“Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do not let this 














thing seem evil in your eyes, for the sword | 


sometimes devours in this way and some- 
times in that. Strengthen your attack 
against the city and overthrow it. So 
strengthen the war.” 26When the wife of 
Uriah heard that Uriah her husband.was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.t 27And 
when her mourning was over, David sent 
and brought her to his house, and she pe- 


David did was evil in the Lords eves. 


«=. David’s Confession to Nathan <^ 
| And- the Lord sent Nathan the 
= prophet to David. And he came to 


him and said to him, “There were rwo men | 


in one city, one rich and the other poor." 
2The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds. But the poor man had nothing but 
one little lamb he had bought and nour- 
ished and reared; and it grew up together 
with him and with his sons. It ate.of his 
own food and drank from his own cup and 
lay in his bosom, and it was like a daughter 
to him. 4And a traveler came to the rich 
man, who refused to take from his own 
flock and from his own herd to prepare for 
the foreign traveler who had come to him; 
but he took the poor man’s lamb and pre- 
pared it for the man who had come to him.” 

5S0 David’s anger was greatly aroused 
against the man, and David said to Nathan, 





11:22-25 Joab sends a messenger to tell David his progress in battle. 
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shall surely die! And he shall restore four. 


fold for the lamb, because he did this ang | 


because he had no pity.” 
7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the 
man who did this! Thus says the Lord Gog 
of Israel, ‘I am the one who anointed yoy 
king over Israel, and I am the one who de. 


master’s wives into your arms, and have 
given you the house of Israel and Judah, 
And if that had been too little, I also would 
have given you much more! Why did you 
despise the word of the Lord and do evil in 
His sight? You struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword; you took his wife to be your 
wife, and you killed him with the sword of 


“As the Lord lives, the man who did this 


livered you from the hand of Sault 81 have © 
given you your master’s house and your 


ee = 


the sons of Ammon. Now, therefore, the — 
came his wife and bore him a son. But what | sword shall never depart from your house 


forever, because you scorned Me and took 


the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 


il Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up 
adversity against you from your own house; 
and I will take your wives before your eyes 


and give them to your neighbor, and he | 
shall lie with your wives in the sunlight. | 


2For you did it secretly, but I will do this be 
fore all Israel in the sunlight’ ” 


1\3So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” And Nathan said (0 | 


David, “The Lord also has put away youl 
sin. You shall not die. However, because 





by this deed you have greatly provoked the © 


enemies of the Lord, your son who is bor 

to you shall surely die.” 15Then Nathan dé 
parted to his house. | | 

~a. The Death of David’s Son 

And the Lord made feeble the child the! 

Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became 

ill,t 16David therefore sought after God for 


Fearing David's anger, Joab in- 


ee 


structs the man to hold back the fact that Uriah has been killed until the end of the report. Joab is cor 


rect in his suspicions. 


11:26, 27 Hearing of the death of her husband, Bathsheba mourns. 


Following the mourning period, 


David takes her as his wife and she gives birth to a son. It is clear David's actions were evil in God's sight 
12:1-6 It is the Lord Himself who sends Nathan the prophet to rebuke David for his sins of adultery 3!" 
murder. David listens to Nathan's parable and then pronounces the sentence on his own head. — 
12:7-14 Nathan then prophesies to David, you are the man in the parable, There will be a twofold N 
punishment: warfare from without all the rest of David's days, and rebellion from within. Additiona 


the child born to Bathsheba will die, 


2:15-23 The child falls ill and dies after seven days. During the illness, David fasts and lies upon © 
Mn, entreating God to spare the child (v. 22), Once the child dies, David washes and clothes himse! 


properly and goes into the house of the Lord to worship. 


David has confounded the elders of Israe 


reversing the usual customs of mourning. Out of his contrition for these sins comes David's greatest 


psalm of repentance, Ps 50, 


which is recited dally in Orthodox devotional practice. 











the child, arid he fasted men went in and le fay | 
on the ground in sackcloth: !7So the elders 
of his house arose and went to him to raise 
him up from the ground. But ‘he did not 
want to do so, nor did he eat food with 
them. '*Then on the ‘seventh day the ‘child 
died. And David’s servants were afraid to 
tell him that the child was dead, because 
they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive 
we spoke to him, and he would not heed 
our voice. How can we tell him that the 
child is dead? He may do some harm!” 

When David became aware his ser- 
vants were whispering, he perceived the 
child was dead. Therefore David said to his 
servants, “Is the child dead?” And they 
said, “He is dead.” 2°So David arose from 
the ground, washed and anointed himself. 
and changed his clothes. And he went into 
the house of God and worshiped’ Him. Then 
he went to his own house. And when he re- 
quested food to eat, they set food before 
him and he ate. 2!Then his servants said'to 
him, “What have you done? You fasted and 
wept and lay awake for the child ‘while he 
was alive, but when the child died you 
arose and ate food and drank.” 

22 And he said, “While the child was alive. 
I fasted and wept, for I said,.‘Who can tell 
whether the Lord will be merciful to. me, so 
that the child may live?’ 23But now he is 
dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, but he. shall 
not return to me.” 


æ. The Birth of Solomon = 

Then David comforted Bathsheba his 
Wife and went in to her and lay with her. So 
she conceived and bore a Son, and he called 
him Solomon. Now the Lord loved him,t 
“and He sent word by the hand of Nathan 
the prophet. So he called him Jedidiah, be- 
cause of the Lord. 








Bi 





2 KINGDOMS 13:5 


cM on The Capiinte of Rabbah s- 
2 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the 
sons of Ammon and took the royal city.t 
2 And Joab sent messengers to David and 





said, “I fought against Rabbah, and I took 


the city’ S water supply. 28Now gather the 
rest of the people together and encamp 
against the city and take it, or I will take 
the city and it will be named after me.” 29So 
David gathered all the people together and 
went to Rabbah, fought against it; and took 
it. “Then he took the crown of Melchol 
their king from his head. Its weight was a 
talent of gold, with precious stones. And it 
was set on David’s head. Also he brought 
out the spoil of the city in great abundance. 
And leading out the people who were in 
it, he put them to ‘work with saws and iron 


threshing machines and-made them work 


as brick-makers. He did the same to all the 
cities of the sons:of Ammon. Then David 
and all the people returned to eee 


“= Amnon and Tamar SP 


And.it came to pass that Absalom 
the son of David had a very lovely 
sister, whose name was. Tamar. Amnon the 
son of David loved her.t 2Amnon was so 
lovesick over „his, sister. Tamar that he 


| became ill; for she was a virgin and also 


aloof. It was nearly impossible, in the eyes 
of Amnon, for him to gain her affection. 
“But Amnon had a companion whose 
name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, 
David’s brother. Now Jonadab was a very 
clever man. 4And he said to him, “What is 
the matter with you, son of the king? Why 
are you becoming weaker day after day? 
Will you not tell me?” Amnon said to him, 
“I am in love with Tamar, my brother Absa- 
lom’s sister. ” 5So Jonadab said to him, “Lie 
down on your bed and pretend to be ill. 
And when your father comes to see you, 





12:24, 25 David comforts Bathsheba, who then conceives anotner child, Solomon, also eied Jedidiah, 


“beloved of Yahweh.” This name is used'only here. 


12:26-28 Joab has taken the capital city of the Ammonites, Rabbah (modern Amman, Jordan). But it is 
a token capture. David is invited to go forth and take it in person, and does so. He takes the crown of 
Melchol, the Ammonite god, as part of the spoils, and puts the Ammonites under forced labor. 

13:1 Nathan’s prophecy of strife and struggle in David's house (12:10) begins to unfold with incest, frat- 
ricide, and rebellion. David's family and the kingdom will be afflicted for the rest of his days—and be- 
yond—because of his sins of adultery and murder. The unholy conduct of leaders, as well as of parents, . 
produces unholiness in the nation or the family. The sins of a father or mother can thus be visited upon’ 
their descendants. For those in spiritual leadership, this can be the case for their spiritual eruicren (see 


1Ti 3; Rev 2:18ff). 


13:1-6 God's punishment of David for his sins (12:7) now begins to unfold, David's son Amnon falls in 
love with his half-sister Tamar. She is the full sister of Absalom. Jonadab, their cousin, advises Amnon to 
Pretend to be ill in order to have Tamar come and cook for him. | 





2 KINGDOMS 13:6 368 
say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar | But Amnon would not listen to her 
come and give me food, and prepare the | "Then he called the servant he had put in 
food in my sight, so that I may see it and eat | charge of his house and said, “Here! Take | 
it from her hand. ” “Then Amnon lay down | her away from me, and bolt the door pe. | 
and pretended to be ill. And when the king | hind her.” '*At the time, she wore a robe 
came to see him, Amnon said to the king, | that reached to her wrists, for the daugh. | 
“Please let Tamar my sister come and make | ters of the king who were virgins wore such | 
a couple of cakes for me in my sight, so that apparel. And his servant put her out ang 
I may eat from her hand.” bolted the door behind her.t Then Tamar 
7And David sent home to Tamar, saying, | put ashes on her head. She tore the special 
“Go to your brother Amnon’s house and robe she was wearing and then laid her 
prepare food for him.”t 8So Tamar went to | hands, on her head and went on her way, 
her brother Amnon’s house, and he was ly- | Crying bitterly. 
ing down. Then she took flour and kneaded 20And Absalom her brother said to her, 
it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the | “Has Amnon your brother been with you? 
cakes. 9And she took the pan and placed Now then my sister, keep quiet. Because he 
them before him, but he refused to eat. | is your brother, do not put it into your hear 
Then Amnon said, “Have everyone go out to speak about this.” So Tamar lived her life 
from me.” And they all: went out from him, | aS a: widow in her brother Absalom’ 
Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the house. 2! But when King David heard all 
food into the inner chamber, so that Imay | Pese things,-he was very angry. But he did 
eat from:your hand.” And Tamar! took the | 20¢ srieve the spirit of his son Amnon, be- 


cakes she had made and brought them to | *@US* he loved him, for he was his first- 
Amnon her brother in the bedroom. ''Now | born.t 22However, Absalom said nothing to 


when she had brought them for him to eat, his brother Amnon, neither good nor bad 
he took hold of her and Said to her, “Come, For Absalom hated Amnon because he had 
lie with me, my sister.” violated his sister Tamar. 


12And she answered him, “No, my m Absalom Slays Amnon > 
brother, do not shame me, because it isnot | ` 23]t came about after two years passed 
done this way in Israel. Do not do this fool- | py to the day, they were shearing sheep fo! 
ishness! And how could I bear my dis- | Absalom in Baal Hazor, near Ephraim. Ab 
grace? As for you, you would be like one of | salom invited all the king’s sons. 24Thet 
the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please | Absalom came to the king and said, “See, 
speak to the king, for he will not withhold your servant has sheep shearers; let the 
me from you.” However, Amnon would | king and his servants go with your sèr 
not heed her voice, and since he was | vant.” 25But the king said to Absalom, “NO, 
stronger than she, he violated her and lay | my son. Let us not all go at once and be 
with her. “Then Amnon hated her exceed- | come burdensome to you.” Absalom per 
ingly, so much so that the intense hatred he | sisted, but he would not go. Instead he 
bore against her was greater than the love | blessed him. 26Then Absalom said, “Wel 
with which he at first loved her, And Am- | then, please let my brother Amnon go W! 
non said to her, “Get up and get out!”t 16But | us.” And the king said to him, “Why shoul 
Tamar said to him, “No, my brother! Be- | he go with you?” “But Absalom persiste® 
cause the hateful malice in your casting me 


so the king sent Amnon and all his 5° 
out is far worse than the first thing you did | 


with him. | 
to me.” Absalom made a banquet like the bat 
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13:7-14 Tamar refuses Amnon’s advances, although she suggests that marriage would be possible, 
should he ask the king, Instead, he rapes her. 

13:15 Completely revolted by his own deeds, Amnon sends Tamar away. = ; 
13:18, 19 The variegated robe was worn by virgins. It is the same type of robe as described in Ps 4a? 
14, a psalm typifying the Virgin Mary, Tamar observes the mourning tradition for the loss of her ¥I"9 & 
ity by placing ashes on her head and rending the garment. Absalom cautions her to remain quiet a> 
shelters her in his house. 
13:21-29 Although David is grieved by his son's action, he does nothing. Amnon is the heir. Absalom 
bides his time; seeking to avenge his sister's rape. His vengeance takes place after two years at sheeP” 
shearing (see 1Kg 25:2-4). Amnon is killed and all his brethren flee. | if 











369 nT INGDOME ES 
3 | | the motivation of the king to seek out Absa- 
manded his servants, saying, “Take notice, | lom ceased, for he was consoled and at 
when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, | peace concerning the death of Amnon. 
and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon and | , | BIER 
kill him,’ do not be afraid in any way, be- = Absalom Comes Back to Jerusalem © 
Ji 4 Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived 








quet of the king. 28Now Absalom had com- 





cause I will give the command to you. Be | bears prt rey: 
courageous and valiant.” 2°So the servants that the ee heart was inclined 
of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had toward Absalom.t *So Joab sent to Tekoa 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons and Soya there a wise woman. He said 
jumped up and each mounted his mule and to her, | PAT at and put on apparel pi 
fled. 30While they were yet on the way, ek erat aki vous ma | 
news came to David, saying, “Absalom has ONY ee ae fa EE fy 4 AKAT: u 5 
Killed all the king’s sons. Not one of them is | POIRES a HA KS i her ap aes 
left!”t 31So the king arose and tore his gar- go to the king and repeat- e words SE 
A l- | you.” So Joab put the words in her mouth. 
ments and lay on the ground, and all his | ` 4 
Sage a | And as the woman of Tekoa spoke to the 
servants stood by with their clothes torn. | gi h Hert free dand 
32Then Jonadab the son of Shimeah, sai see NT Er tor d a shag ie 
David’s brother, spoke up and said, “Let not prosiLars ek and saldu to oe 
my lord the king suppose the servants King hein RE aoe es the kipp eiae 
Be st hee young Bata aie sons, | “Indeed I am a widow. My husband is dead. 
or only Amnon is dead. For by the com: | 6Now your handmaid had two sons, and the 
ae SE cath reac Rage int two fought with each other in the field, and 
Fy Aore, tet ny Tord he | Sno brother and kiled him: AR 
king not take the thing to heart, thinking now the whole family has risen up against 
that all the DES sons are dead. Only Am: | your handmaid and said, ‘Deliver him who 
non is dead. Then Absalom escaped, struck his brother, so we may execute him 
mee the servant eae ee mines for the life of his brother whom he killed. 
up and saw many people coming Cowl! | We will destroy your heir as well.’ So they 
road from the mountainside behind him. | will extinguish my ember that is leit, and 
The. watchman came Bad told Mie and | leave neither name nor remnant on the 
said, “I saw men on tne roa of Oronen | earth to my husband.” 
coming from the direction of the moun- 8Then the king said, “Go in peace to your 
Anai Senp Jonadab said to H, king, house, one : will give araors concern DE 
“Look, the king’s sons are coming. It is as | you.’ the woman of Tekoa said to the 
your servant said.” *®As he finished speak- wings “My lord king, let the iniquity be on 
ing, the king’s sons arrived and wept aloud. | me and on my father’s house. Let the king 
And the king and all his servants wept very and his throne be guiltless.” !°So the king 
bitterly. 27But Absalom escaped and went | said, “Who said this to you? Bring him to 


to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of | me, and he will no longer have influence 
» Then she said, “Indeed, remem- 


Geshur, in the land of Machad. King David | over you. 

mourned for his son every day.' | ber, O king, let the Lord God prevail lest the 
38S0 Absalom fled and escaped to | blood of my kinsmen be utterly destroyed. 

Geshur. He stayed there three years. °°And | Let not one of them by any means take 


vid have him believing that A 
ho had helped Amnon in his p 





13:30-33 The first reports to Da bsalom has killed all of his sons. Interest- 
lot to seduce Tamar, who tells the king 


ingly, it is Jonadab, the cousin w 


that only Amnon is dead. | 
13:34-36 Absalom flees with a band of men, while the sons of David return to Jerusalem and a general 
mourning takes place for Amnon. 

her, He stays there three years until the king's grief over 


13:37-39 Geshur is the home of Absalom’s mot 
Amnon has abated. 

14:1-3 Joab is aware the king has so 
to act the part of a widow before Dav 
14:4-17 The woman's story of a blood f 
law of blood revenge), She presses the king to a 
king's power as judge. 


ftened in his heart toward Absalom. He sends a woman of Tekoa 
id to effect a reconciliation between the king and his son. 

eud between her sons parallels David's (see Nm 35:19-21 re the 
bsolve this blood feud, which he does, indicative of the 





KINGDOMS 14:12 


away my son.” And he said, “As the Lord 
lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to 
the ground.” 
2Therefore the woman said, “May your 
handmaid speak another word to my lord 
the king?” And he said, “Speak.” !8So the 
woman responded, “Why do you some- 
times consider such a thing against the 
people of God? Truly, this message comes 
from the mouth of the king as an error, for 
the king does not bring back his son from 
being banished. !4For as we will surely die 
and be spilled on the ground like water that 





cannot be gathered together on its own, SO- 
too God shall take away life, even as He is | 
taking into account the ones being ban- | 


ished from Him. “Now I come to speak this 
message to my lord the king, so the people 
may see me and say that your handmaid in- 
deed spoke to the king—if somehow the 
king will fulfill the request of his hand- 
maid. 16For the king will hear and deliver 
his handmaid from the hand of the man 
who seeks to cast me and my son from the 
inheritance of God.” !7And the woman said, 
“May the word of my lord the king be as an 
offering. For as an angel of the Lord. thus 
does my lord and king hear the good and 
the evil: and the Lord your God will be with 
you.” 2i 

18Then the king answered and said to the 
woman, “Hide nothing from me that I ask of 
you.” And the woman said, “Let my lord the 
king speak.”t }9So the king said, “Is not 
the hand of Joab in all this with you?” And 
the woman said to the king, “O my lord the 
king, as your soul lives, there is no turning 
to the right hand or to the left from any of 
the words my lord the king speaks. Your ser- 
vant Joab commanded me, putting all these 
words in the mouth of your handmaid: 
20Your servant Joab did this to bring about 
this change of affairs, but my lord is wise 
according to the wisdom of an angel of God, 
and knows everything on the earth.” 





ae 















n And the king Said to Joab, “All right, 
have done this request of yours for you, Gy 





22Then Joab fell to the ground on his face 
and bowed himself and blessed the king 


that I have found favor in your sight, m 


servant’s request.” “So Joab arose and 
went to Geshur and brought Absalom to 


turn'to his own house, but do not let him 


25Now in all Israel there was no one 


of his foot to the crown of his head, there 
was no blemish in him.t °And when he cut 
the hair of his head—at the beginning of 
every year he cut it because it was heavy on 


| two hundred shekels according to the 
| king’s. standard. 2”7To Absalom were bom 
three sons, and one daughter whose name 
was Tamar. She was a woman of beautiful 


| 


appearance, and she became the wife oi | 


Rehoboam, son of Solomon, and she bore 
to him Abijah. ate 

28Absalom dwelt for two full years in 
Jerusalem, but did not see the king’s face! 


28Therefore Absalom requested that Joa) | 


send him to the king, but he would nol 
come to him. And when he sent again the 
second time, he would not come. 3°So Abst 
lom said to his servants, “See, a portion 0 
Joab’s field is near mine, and he has barley | 
there. Go and set it on fire.” So Absalom’ | 
servants set it on fire. Then Joab’s sèrvan 
went to him with their clothes torn ait 
said, “Absalom’s servants set your portion 
on fire.” 3!Then Joab arose and came to A | 
Salom’s house and said to him, “Why “i 
your servants set my portion on file 





14:18-20 David is suspicious that Joab is somehow involved in her telling the tale. 

14:21-24 Absalom is recalled from his exile by David through Joab, but not allowed to live in the — 

palace or see the king's face. ae 
44:25-27 Absalom is described as handsome, with a full head of long hair, which he had cut evelY 

year. Absalom’s daughter, Tamar, is named here, unusual in Hebrew genealogies, because she will ma 
: ' | . i ‘ di 
Rehoboam, her cousin, the son of Solomon and future king. i a 

14:28-33 Absalom resents his restrictions, unable to obtain an audience with his father the ki ng after | 
0 


two years. Joab even refuses to come at his request until Absalom has Joab's barley field set 
force his presence. At last, Absalom is called to his father's court, where he does abeteanee to him à 


kissed by the king, a sign of reconciliation. 


nandë 
Pi 
k f 


on 





Y 
| y 
i 


Jerusalem. 24And the king said, “Let him re. | 


see my face.” So Absalom returned to his | 
own house but did not see the king’s face, | 


~. Absalom Reconciles with His Father + 


praised as much as Absalom. From the sole 


him—he weighed the hair of his head at 


| and bring back the young man Absalom” | 


And Joab said, “Today your servant knows 


lord king, because the king has fulfilled hig 









zand “Absalom answered Joab, “Lo OK. 7 
sent to you saying, ‘Come here,’ so | may 


send you to the king to say, ‘Why have I 
come from Geshur? It would be better for 
me to be there still.” Now therefore, I have 
not seen the king’s face; but if there is iniq- 
uity in me, let him execute me.” 

3S0 Joab went to the king and told. him. 
And he called for Absalom, and he came to 
the king and bowed and fell on his face to 
the ground before the king. Then the king 
kissed Absalom. 


~ The Treason of Absalom m 


] After this Absalom, provided himself 


| with chariots and horses and fifty 
men to run before him.t 2Now Absalom 
would rise early and stand beside the 
entrance to the gate. So it was that. when- 
ever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the 
king for a decision, Absalom would call to 
him and say, “What city are you from?” And 
the man would say, “Your servant is from 
such and such a tribe of Israel.” °Then 
Absalom would say to him, “Look, your 
case is good and right; but there is no one to 
grant you a hearing before the king.” 
Absalom said, “Who will appoint me as 
judge in the land, so everyone who has any 
dispute or cause will come to me? { will give 
him justice.” And so it was. when anyone 
came near to him to bow down in respect, 
he would put out his hand and take him and 
kiss him. "Absalom acted in this manner 
toward all Israelites who came to the king 
for judgment. Absalom won over the hearts 
of the men of Israel, 

Four years later Absalom said to his fa- 
ther, “I am going to Hebron to fulfill the 
vow I made to the Lord.t *For your servant 
took a vow while I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, 
Saying, ‘If the Lord brings me back to 
Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord,’ : 


’And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So | 


he arose and went to Hebron. !°Then Absa- 


371 





tAnd | 
| on foot with all his household. But the king 


2 KINGDOMS | 15:19 


iog sent pare throughout all the tribes of 
Israel, saying, “As soon as you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, 
‘Absalom reigns as king in Hebron!’” 
l1And Absalom invited two hundred men 








who went with him from Jerusalem. They 


went along innocently and knew nothing in 
particular. '*Then Absalom sent for and 
called Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's 
counselor, from his city, from Giloh, where 
he was offering sacrifices. And the conspir- 
acy grew strong, for there were many peo- 
ple who went with Absalom. 


-s, David Flees Jerusalem 7 


ISNow a messenger came to David, say- 
ing, “The hearts of the men of Israel are fol- 
lowing Absalom.”t !4So David said to all his 
servants who were with him at Jerusalem, 
“Arise, and let us flee. There is no refuge for 
us before Absalom. Make haste to depart, 
so he does not drive us out and bring disas- 
ter upon us and strike the city with the 
edge of the sword.” And the king’s ser- 
vants said to the king, “We are your ser- 
vants, ready. to do whatever our lord the 
king commands.” 16Then the king went out 


left ten women of his concubines to. guard 
the house. 
7And the king went out with.all his peo- 


| ple on: foot, and lodged i in a distant house. 


\8Then.all his servants passed before him, 
even the Cherethites and all the Pelethites, 
and they.stayed among the olive trees in 
the desert. All the people walked near him 


| with his court, all the strong men, and all 


the six hundred men of the army present by 
his side. And all the Cherethites and all the 


Pelethites and all the Gathites totaled six 


hundred men. who followed him from Gath 
on foot, who went ahead. of the king.t 
\9Then the king said to Ittai the Gathite, 
“Why do you also travel with us? Return 
and remain with the king, for you are a 





15:1-6 Absalom plays on the disaffection of those seeking judgment from the king ihe could get no- 

audience. The implication is that David has begun to neglect his duties as judge. 

15:7-12 After four years (the LXX has “forty”), Absalom is ready for open revolt; He uses the excuse of 

aving made a vow that needs to be fulfilled and goes to Hebron. The paying or fulfilling of vows was 

l9oked upon as a sacred obligation. Thus, David does not stand in his son's way. The irony is, ‘Absalom 

Claims that this vow had been made. in hope of his restoration to Jerusalem. | 

15: ari The messenger’s news, although perhaps exaggerated, disturbs David enough to cause him to 
“thi city, The departure is described i in great detail, Ten concubines (v. 16) are left behind (see 


5 ‘18 A review of the foreign troops loyal to David (see 8:18; 1Kg 30:14), 
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to flee from your place? You left yesterday. 
Shall I make you sojourn with us today as 
well? For indeed I will go wherever I wish 
to go. So return, and take your brethren 
back with you. May the Lord treat you with 
mercy and truth.” : 

21And Ittai answered the king and said, 
“As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king 
lives, wherever my lord the king goes, to 
death or to life, your servant will be there 
as well.” 22So the king said to Ittai, “Go and 
cross over with me.” Then Ittai the Gathite 
and all his men and all the crowd who were 
with him crossed over. And all the coun- 
try wept with a loud voice, and all the peo- 
ple crossed over the Brook Kidron. The 
king himself crossed over the Brook 
Kidron, and all the people crossed over to- 
ward the way of the desert. 

44And there was Zadok and all the 
Levites with him, bearing the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord from Bethor. And 
they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar 
went up until all the people finished cross- 
ing over from the city.t 2Then the king 
said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back 
into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of 
the Lord, He will bring me back and show 
me both it and its majesty. 2°But if He says 
thus, ‘I have no delight in you, behold, 
here I am, let Him do to me as seems good 


to Him.” 27The king also said to Zadok the 


priest, “Look, return to the city in peace 
along with your two sons, Ahimaaz your 
son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 
28Take notice, I will continue to wait in 
Araboth, in the plains of the desert, until 
word comes from you to let me know.” 
2Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried 
the ark back to Jerusalem, and they re- 
mained there. 





way from the city (v. 23). 


15:24-29 Zadok and the Levites are following the king with the ark. David sends them back for two 
reasons: The ark is not to leave Jerusalem, and they are to act as spies for David. 
15:30-37 David is distraught at the defection of Ahithophel. He hears this news as he weeps and prays 
on the Mount of Olives, seeking God's will. Compare this with Christ weeping on the Mount of Olives, 
knowing full well God’s will, as His betrayer approaches (Mk 14:32-35). : 
16:1-4 Ziba, Mephibosheth’s servant (see 9:1ff), comes to meet David with a large quantity of food for 
him. Upon learning that his master has remained in the city in the hope that the uprising will restore 
the kingdom of his father, Jonathan, David responds by giving Ziba all of Mephibosheth’s property: 


| his robe torn and dust on his head. ?3David 
| said to him, “If you go on with me, then 


am your servant, O king; let me live. As I 





these?” 


15:19—16:14 A chronicle of personal encounters with David, indicating those on whom he could still 
depend for support. The notable exception will be Shimei, 16:5-8. yoe: 
15:19-23 David's despair is obvious. He tells Ittai to return and remain with the king, Absalom. He has 
only recently been joined to Israel. Ittai confesses his loyalty to David. The Brook Kidron is only a short 





"So David went up by the ascent of the 
Mount of Olives and wept as he went up 
His head was covered and he went up bare. 
foot. And of the people with him, each gy 
the men covered his head and went yp 
weeping as they went.' !Then someone 
told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among 
the conspirators with Absalom.” And David 





| 
| 


said, “Lord, my God, defeat the counsel gf — 
| Ahithophel!” | | 


*2Now it happened, when David came to 
the top of the mountain, where he wor- 
shipped God, Hushai the Archite, David's 
companion, was coming to meet him with 


——  ——  —————— 


you will become a burden to me. “But jf 
you return to the city and say to Absalom, | 
“Your brothers crossed over, and the king 
your father crossed over behind me. Now] 


was previously the servant of your father, 
so I will now be your servant, So reject the 
counsel of Ahithophel for me.’ Indeed, © 
Zadok and Abiather the priests will be 


— ae 


| there, so whatever you hear from the 


king’s house, tell the priests. 3*Indeed 
Zadok and Abiathar have their two sons 


| there with them, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, 


and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son. By them you 


shall send me everything you hear.” 3S0 


Hushai, David’s companion, went into the 
city. And Absalom entered Jerusalem. 


~ David Met by Ziba 7 


—— 


ØA When David was a little past the 
top of the mountain, there was Ziba 


the servant of Mephibosheth, who met 


him with a couple of saddled donkeys: 
And on them were two hundred loaves 0 
bread, one hundred clusters of raisins, one 
hundred dates, and a skin of wine.t 2And 
the king said to Ziba, “Why do you have 






















So Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the 
king’s household to ride on, the bread and 
dates for the young men to eat, and the 
wine for those who are faint in the desert 
from lack of drink.” 3Then the king said, 
“And where is your master’s son?” And 
Ziba said to the king, “He is staying in 
Jerusalem, for he said, “Today the house of 





Israel will restore my father’s kingdom to 


me. 

4So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that 
belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.” And 
Ziba bowed and said, “May I find favor in 
your eyes, lord, my king!” 


a. David Cursed by Shimei 7> 


5Now when King David came to 
Bahurim, there was a man coming from 


there from the family of the house of Saul, | 


whose name was Shimei the son of Gera. 
As he came out, he was cursing continu- 
ously,t Scasting stones at David and all the 
servants of David, and at all the people and 
all the mighty men on the right and on the 
left hand of the king. 7And Shimei cursed 
him and said, “Come out! Core oul! You 
bloodthirsty man, you unlawful man! ®The 


Lord brought upon you'all the blood of the | 


house of Saul because you reign in his 
place. And the Lord now gives the kingdom 
into the hand of Absalom your son. So now 
you are caught in your own evil because 
you are a bloodthirsty man!” 

Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to 
the king, “Why is this dead dog cursing my 


lord the king? I will go over and take off his | 
head!” !°But the king said, “What do I have | 


to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? Leave 
him alone and let him curse, because the 
Lord told him to curse David. Who then 
shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ” And 
David said to Abishai and all his'servants, 
“See how my son who came from my own 
body seeks my life. Still more now may the 
son of Benjamin! Let him curse, because 
the Lord told him. !2May the Lord somehow 





Shimei went along the 3 
‘him and cursed as he went, throwing 
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look on my humiliation, and may He turn 
his cursing of me this day into good.” And 
as David and his men went along the road, 
hillside opposite 





stones alongside him and kicking up dust. 
i4Now the king and all the people with him 
were becoming thirsty, so they refreshed 
themselves there. 


«~ Absalom Enters Jerusalem => 


i5Absalom and all the men of Israel came 
to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with 
him. /6And when Hushai the Archite, 
David’s companion, came to Absalom, 
Hushai said to Absalom, “Long live the 
king!” 17So Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this 
the mercy you show to your companion? 
Why did you not go with your companion?” 
18nd Hushai said to Absalom, “No, lam fol- 
lowing the one that the Lord, these people, 


and all the men of Israel choose. | will be his, 


and I will remain with him. !9Should I not 
serve the next one? Should I not serve in the 
presence of his son? I will be in your pres- 
ence as I served in your father’s presence.” 
20Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, 
“Give counsel as to what we should do.”t 
21And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in 
to your father’s concubines, whom he left 
to keep the house; and all Israel will hear 
that you dishonored your father. Then the 
hands of all who are with you will be 
strong.” 22So they pitched a tent for Absa- 
lom on top of the house, and Absalom went 
in to his father’s concubines in the sight of 
all Israel. i 
-23Now the counsel of Ahithophel which 
he gave in those days was treated as if he 
obtained it after inquiring the word of God. 
So was all the advice of Ahithophel, both to 
David and to Absalom. 


] In those days, Ahithophel said to 
Absalom, “Let me choose for myself 
twelve thousand men, and I will arise and 


16:5-14 As David continues in retreat, Shimei of the house of Saul comes out cursing the king and 
throwing stones at him for Saul’s death. For Shimei, the revolt is happening because David has reigned 
in the place of Saul. David refuses to let his men take action, seeing God working in Shimei’s rebuke | 
that he might benefit from it. He reflects that as his own son has rebelled against-him, how much more 


might one of the tribe of Benjamin, Saul’s tribe, 


16:15-19 Hushai has returned to Jerusalem offering Absalom feigned obeisance, according to David's 
plan. When Absalom questions him, Hushai replies that this is only right because the Lord, this people, 


and all Israel have chosen him king. 


16:20-23 Ahithophel counsels Absalom to have intercourse with the ten concubines his father has left 


behind as a symbol of his conquest. 
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pursue David tonight.t 21 will come upon 
him while he is weary and. weak and make 
him confused, And all the people who are 
with him will flee, and I will strike only the 
king. *I will bring all the people back to you 
as a bride returns to her husband, except 
the life of the one man whom you seek. 
Then all-the people will be at peace.” 4The 


Saying pleased Absalom and all the elders | 


of Israel. 


< Hushai Misinforms Absalom SE 


"Then Absalom said; “Call Hushai the 
Archite, and let us hear what he says: as 
well.”t ‘When Hushai came to Absalom, 
Absalom spoke to him, saying, “Ahithophel 
spoke in this manner. Shall we do as he 
says? If not, speak up? o~- ' | 

7So Hushai said to Absalom, “The advice 
that Ahithophel gave. is not good at this 
time.” *Hushai said, “You know- that: yeur 
father and his men are very. mighty and bit- 
ter in their souls; like a bear robbed of her 
cubs in the field, or like a savage. boar in 
the pasture. And: your father is a: man of 
war: and will: not camp with the people. 
Surely by now he is hidden.in. one of the 


hills, or in some other piace And when at | 


first some of them are overthrown. who- 
ever hears it will say, ‘There is a slaughter 
among the people who follow Absalom.’ 
19And even he who is valiant, whose heart 


is like that of a lion; will melt completely. | 


For all Israel knows that your father is a 
mighty man, and those who are with him 
are valiant men. !!Therefore | advise all Is- 
rael to gather to you, from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, like the multitude of sand along the 


sea, with you yourself standing in the midst | 


of them. !2So we will come upon him in one 
of the places where we may find him, and 
we will fall on him as the dew falls on the 


ground. And we will not leave one of all the | 


men with him. !3Moreover, if he withdraws 
into a city, then all Israel shall bring ropes 
to that city, and we will pull it into the river 
until not one small stone is left.” 

14So Absalom and all the men of Israel 





17:1-4 Ahithophel’s next plan involves a sneak attack on the weary, retreating David with the intent © 
kill only him and return the rest of the people back to Jerusalem, 

17:5-14 Hushai is able to counter this plan, arguing that David is a great warrior, who perhaps even 
now lies in wait to attack Absalom’s implicitly inferior forces, Rather, Absalom should seek as many ~ 
as possible to take with him. Hushai assures him that all of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, is with him. 
The effect of this maneuver will be to allow David time. Absalom heeds Hushai’s advice. 

17:15-22 Hushai reports to Zadok and Abiathar what has transpired. The detail of the sequence of | 
events of the maid and the messengers suggests an eyewitness account. David is forewarned and 


to escape. 











said, “The advice of Hushai the Archite ję | 
better than the counsel of Ahithophel. For 
the Lord commanded we reject the goog 
counsel of Ahithophel, if perchance the | 


Lord might bring all evil upon Absalom» | 


e. David Is Warned to Flee m. ~ 


'SThen Hushai the Archite said to Zadok 
and Abiathar the priests, “Thus and gq 
Ahithophel advised Absalom and the el. — 
ders of Israel, and thus and so I have ad- 
vised.t !6Now quickly send and tell David 
the following, ‘Do not remain lodged this 
night in Araboth of the desert wilderness 
Make haste and go quickly, lest perchance 
one swallow up the king, and with him all 
the people.’ ” 7 WO 

'7Now Jonathan and-Ahimaaz stood by 
the well at Rogel awaiting a handmaid to 
report to them. Then they would -go.and tell 
King David, for they dared not be. seen 
coming into and: going out of the city, 
'83Nevertheless, a lad saw them and told Ab- 
salom. But the two men went away quickly 
and:.came to a man’s house in Bahurim. He 
had a reservoir for water in his court, and 
they went down into it. Then the woman 
spread- a: covering over the opening to the 
pit, and she-put. grain on it in need of dry- 
ing to disguise what was happening. And 
when Absalom’s. servants. came to the | 
woman at the house they said, “Where are 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” So the woman 
said to them, “They passed a: while ago for 
water.”. The men searched, but found no 
one, and returned to Jerusalem. 2!Now af 
ter they departed, the two men came up oul 
of the pit and went on to tell King David 
They said to David, “Arise and quickly 
cross over the water. For thus di 


a 
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 Ahithophel counsel concerning you.” “50 


David and all the people with him arost 

and, crossed over the River Jordan before 

morning light. Not one of them was lel 
who did not cross over the River Jordal 
23Now when Ahithophel saw that his advi 
was not followed, he arose and saddled 8 
donkey and went to his house in the il! 


| 








Heid gave finali or tders to his: household, and 
he hanged himself and died. He was buried 
in his father’s tomb.t 

4David went through the desert wilder- 
ness to Mahanaim, while Absalom crossed 
the Jordan, he and all the men of Israel 
with him.t Absalom appointed Amasa 
captain over the army instead of Joab. 
Amasa was the son of a man whose name 
was Jithra, an Israelite who had gone in to 
Abigail the daughter of Nahash, sister of 
Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 26So all Israel and 
Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead. 
2INow when David came to Mahanaim, he 
was met by Shobi the son of Nahash, from 





Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, Machir the | 


son of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzil- 
lai the Gileadite from Rogelim. 28They 
brought ten beds and tapestries, ten basins, 
earthen vessels, wheat, barley, flour, 
parched grain, beans, lentils, parched 
seeds, honey and butter, sheep, and 
cheese of the herd, and they offered them 
to David and the people with him to eat. For 
they said, “The people are hungry and 
weary and thirsty in the desert, 
<=, Absalom’s Demise >> 

] David considered the people with 

him, and set captains of thousands 
and captains of hundreds over them.? 
2Then David sent out one third of the peo- 
ple under the hand of Joab, one third under 
the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, 
Joab’s brother, and one third under the 
hand of Ittai the Gathite. And David said to 
the people, “I myself will surely go out with 
you as well.” 3But they answered, “You shall 
not go out! For if we flee away, they will not 
care about us. Nor will they care about us if 
half of us die. You are worth ten thousand 
of us. And now it is well that you will be 
more help to us in the city.” 4Then the king 
Said to them, “I will do whatever seems best 
to you.” So the king stood beside the gate, 
and all the people went out by hundreds 
and by thousands. °The king commanded 


+ 2 KINGDOMS 18:16 





Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “For my 
sake, deal gently with the young man 
Absalom.” And the people heard the king 
give orders to all the captains concerning 
Absalom. 

6So the people went out into the thicket 
against Israel. And the battle was in the 
thicket of Ephraim.t 7The people of Israel 
were overthrown there before the servants 


of David, and a great slaughter of twenty 


thousand men took place there that day. 
8And the battle itself was scattered over the 
face of all the countryside; and the thicket 
of woods devoured more of the people that 
day than did the sword. 

Then Absalom met the servants of 
David. Absalom rode on his mule. The mule 
went under the thick boughs of a great oak 
tree, and his head caught in the oak, so he 
was left hanging between heaven and 
earth. And the mule that was under him 
went on.t 

lONow a certain man saw it and told 
Joab, saving, “I just saw Absalom hanging 
in an oak tree!” !!So Joab said to the man 


| who told him, “You just saw him, and did 


not dislodge him so he could fall to the 
ground? Why? I would have given you ten 
shekels of silver and a belt.” !2But the man 
said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a 
thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I 
would not raise my hand against the king’ S 
son. For in our hearing, the king com- 


 manded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 


‘Protect the young man Absalom for me! 
"Do. not deal with his life in a dishonorable 
way. For there is nothing hidden from the 
king, and you yourself would have set your- 
self against him.” 

~M4Then Joab said, “I will make prepara- 
tion for this, and thus I will not linger with 
you.” Joab took three spears in his hand 
and thrust them through the heart of Ab- 
salom, while he was yet alive in the grip of 
the oak tree. Then ten young men who 
bore Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom 
and struck and killed him. '6So0 Joab blew 





17:23 Ahithophel’s suicide, a rarity in the Old Tamani isa strategic loss for Absalon | 
17:24-29 David goes to Mahanaim, once the home of Ishbosheth, and is welcomed by Israelites and 


Non-lsraelites alike. Absalom leaves for Gilead, 


18:1-5 David divides his forces into three companies, commanded by Joab, Abishai, and Ittai. The king. 
hig their request that he not go into battle with them, and he commands them to spare Absalom’s 


18:6-8 The thicket of Ephraim is described as a rough, T woods, thick with trees. 
18:9-18 Despite the king's order (v. 5), Joab takes it into his own hands to kill Absalomas he is 


suspended in the boughs of a great oak tree. 
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pursuing Israel. For Joab spared the peo- 
ple. '7And they took Absalom and cast him 
into a large chasm in the thicket; into a 
great pit, and laid a very large heap of 
stones over him. Then all Israel fled, 
everyone to his tent. 8Now Absalom in his 
lifetime had taken and set up a pillar for 
himself in the King’s Valley. For he said, “I 
have no son’ to keep my name in remem- 
brance.” He called the pillar Absalom’s 
Hand, and that is what it is called to this 
day. 


~. Absalom’s Death Reported to David 7- 


19Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, 


“Let me run now and take the good news 
to the king, how the Lord avenged him 
from the hand of his enemies.”t 2°And Joab 
said to him, “You will be no messenger of 
good news today, for you shall take good 
news another day. But on this day you 
shall take no good news, on account of the 
king’s son who is dead.” 2!Then Joab said 
to Hushai. “Go, tell the king what you saw.’ 
So the Cushite bowed to Joab and left. 
22And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said 
again to Joab; “But whatever happens, let 
me run after the Cushite.” So Joab said, 


“My son, why are you going to run? Come | 


here, because you have no good news 
which is of use to the one going.” And he 
said, “What if I run?” So Joab said to him, 
“Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of 
Kechar and outran Hushai. lE 

24Now David was sitting between the two 
gates, and the watchman went up to the top 
of the gate of the wall and lifted his eyes 
and looked out. He saw a man running by 
himself. 2°Then the watchman cried out and 
told the king. And the king said, “If he is 


alone, there is good news in his mouth.” | 
And he came quickly and drew near. 


26Then the watchman saw another man 
running, and the watchman called toward 





the trumpet, and the people returned from 


king said, “He is a good man and comes | 


and said to the king, “Peace!” Then he 








the 
running alone!” And the king said, “He ajgy — 
brings good news.” : 
27S$0 the watchman said, “I think the run. 
ning of the first one resembles the running | 
of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the 


with good news.” ?8And Ahimaaz called out 
bowed to the king with his face to the earth 
and said, “Blessed be the Lord your Gog 
who delivered up the men who raised their 
hand against my lord the king!”? 

29The king said, “Is the young man Absa. 
lom safe?” Ahimaaz answered, “I saw q 
great multitude at the time of Joab’s send 
ing the king’s servant and me your ser- 
vant. I saw a great tumult, but I did not 
know what was happening.” °*°And the 
king said, “Turn aside and stand here.” So 
he turned aside and stood still. ?'Just then | 
Hushai came, and he said to the king, 
“There is good news, my. lord the king! For 
the Lord avenged you-today, and on all 
those who rose against you.”t 32And the 
king said to Hushai, “Is the young man Ab- 
salom safe?” So Hushai answered, “May 
the enemies of my lord the king, and all | 
who rise against you to do harm, be like | 
that young man!” 


=. David Mourns for Absalom => ~ 


] The king was deeply troubled, and 


went up to the chamber over the 
gate and wept. And thus he said as went | 
“My son Absalom, my son. My son 
Absalom—why your death instead of mine; 
I instead of you! Absalom my son, My 
son!”t 2Joab was told, “Behold, the king  _ 
weeping and mourning for Absalom.” *S0 | 
the deliverance of that day was turned into 
mourning for all the people. For that day 
the people heard it said, “The king is erie” 
ing for his son.”t 4And the people crep 
back into the city that day like people 





18:19-23 Ahimaaz wishes to run and tell David, but Joab discourages him from bringing bad news to” 
the king. Instead, he sends Hushai, the foreigner and friend of the king, Unable to restrain Ahimaa2 


further, Joab relents and Ahimaaz outruns Hushal. 


18:28-30 Ahimaaz tells the king only about the battle victory. — 
18:31-33 Hushai is left to tell the king of Absalom’s death. | 


19:1 David's lament is the most poignant in all the Old Testament writings: Would God | had died for 
you, Absalom my son, my son! It reveals David's deep love for his son in spite of his treachery an 


bellion. 


d re 


19:3-9 David's grief for his son delays his return to the city, though the people begin returning 0" thel 


own. Joab is politically and militarily astute. 


He implores David to return for the sake of his kingship: 


David sits in the gate, but Israel has fled to its tents. The tension between Judah and Israel is quite ev" 


dent once more. 
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ashamed for being cowardly in the midst of 
battle. “The king covered his face and cried 
out with a loud voice, “My son Absalom! 
Absalom, my son!” 

5And Joab came into the house before 
the king, and said, “Today you have dis- 


graced all your servants who delivered you | 


today, the lives of your sons and daughters, 
the lives of your wives and the lives of your 
concubines, because you love those who 
hate you and hate those who love you. For 
today you declared that you regard neither 
rulers nor servants. For I perceive that if 
Absalom lived and all of us had died today, 
then it would be well-pleasing to you. 8Now 
therefore, arise, go out and speak to the 
hearts of your servants. For I swear by the 
Lord, if you do not go out today, not one 
will stay with you tonight. And that will be 
worse for you than all the evil that has be- 
fallen you from your youth until now.” 
Then the king arose and sat in the gate. 
And they told all the people saying, “There 
is the king, sitting in the gate.” So all the 
people came before the king, for Israel fled 
every man to his tent. 


æ David’s Return to Jerusalem -=> 


lONow all the people were in a dispute 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, 
“The king saved us from ali our enemies, he 
delivered us from the hand of the: Philis- 
tines, and now he fled from the land and 
his kingdom because of Absalom.t But 
Absalom, whom we anointed over us, died 
in battle. Now therefore, why do you say 
nothing about bringing back the king?” 


So King David sent to Zadok and Abi- | 


athar the priests, saying, “Speak to the el- 
ders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the last 
to bring the king back to his house, since 
the words of all Israel have come to the 
king? }3You are my brethren, you are my 
bone and my flesh. Why then are you the 
last to bring back the king into his house?’ 
“And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone 
and my flesh? God do so to me and more 
also, if you are not permanent commander 
of the army instead of Joab.” The king 
Swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, 


SEE eee eee 
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as that of one man. And word was sent to 
the king, saying, “Return, you and all your 
servants!” !6Then the king returned and 
came as far as the River Jordan. And the 
men of Judah came to Gilgal on their way 
to meet the king, to escort him across the 
River Jordan.t 


< David Shows Mercy to Shimei 7- 

7And Shimei the son of Gera, a Ben- 
jamite who was from Bahurim, hastened 
and came down with the men of Judah to 
meet King David. '!8There were a thousand 
men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the 
servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen 
sons and his twenty servants with him, and 


| they went over the Jordan before the king. 


19And they went through the ford, carrying 
the king’s household, and the service of es- 
corting the king was completed, and they 


| did what he thought good. Now Shimei the 


son of Gera fell on his face before the king 
as he was crossing the River Jordan. 28And 
he said to the king, “Do not let my lord im- 
pute iniquity to me, or remember the 
wrong your servant did on the day when 
my lord the king left Jerusalem, so that the 
king should take it to heart. 2!For I, your 
servant, Know that I sinned. Therefore here 
| am, the first to come today of all the house 
of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the 
king.” 22But Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
spoke up and said, “Shall not Shimei be put 
to death for this, because he cursed the 
Lord’s anointed?” 23And David said, “What 
have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, 
that you should be adversaries to me to- 
day? Shall any man be put to death today in 
Israel? For I do not know today whether I 
am king over Israel.” 24And the king said to 
Shimei, “You shall not die.” For the king 
swore to him. 


~ David Receives Mephibosheth .- 

“SNow Mephibosheth the son of 
Jonathan the son of Saul came down to 
meet the king. And he had not’ cared for 
his feet, nor trimmed his nails or his mus- 
tache, nor washed his clothes from the 
day the king departed until the day he 





19:10-1 5 Israel evidences a willingness to have David as king once more, though they have been in 
rebellion. By giving Amasa the post of commander of the army, David seeks not only to cement an al- 
liance with the northern tribes but to repay Joab for his killing of Absalom. This is the post Amasa held 


under Absalom. 


19:16-23 Shimei rushes to curry favor with the king (see 16:5-14), helping ferry the king's household 
across the River Jordan along with Ziba. He begs for the king's forgiveness, and the king seems to for- 
give him. David admits he is not sure if he is king again over Israel. | 








2 KINGDOMS 19:26 $570 ee | 
king. Why should the king repay me With 
such a reward? “Let me your servant re, | 
main and die in my own city near the gray, 
of my father and mother. But here ig yoy, 
servant Chimham; he will cross over with 
my lord the king, and do for him What | 
seems good to you.” 6 toy 
399A nd the king answered, “Chimham Shall | 
cross over with me, and I will do for him 
what seems good to you. Now I will do fo, | 
you whatever you ask of me.” “Then all the 
people went over the Jordan, and the king 
crossed. And the king kissed Barzillai and | 
blessed him, and he returned to his place, 
k æ. The Debate at Gilgal > 
41Now. the king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham went. on with him. And all the | 
people of Judah escorted the king, and half 
the people of Israel.t | | 
42And behold, all the men of Israel came 
to the king. and said to him, “Why. did our 
brethren, the men of Judah, steal you away 
| ) and bring the king, his household, and all 
æ David’s Mercy to Barzillai => | David’s. men) with him across the Jordan” 
32And Barzillai the Gileadite came down | So all the men of Judah answered the 
from Rogelim and went across the River | men of Israel, “Because the king is a close 
Jordan with the king to escort him across | relative of ours. Why then are you angry | 
the Jordan. 33Now Barzillai was ‘acvery | over this:matter?, Have we ever eaten at the 
aged man, eighty years old, and had pro: | king’s expense? Or ‘has he given us afy 
vided the king with supplies while: he | gift?” “And the men of Israel answered the 
stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very | men of Judah and said, “We have ten 
great man. 34And the king said to Barzillai, | shares in the king; therefore we are first 
“Come across’ with me, and I will provide | over you; and we also have a greater right | 
for your old age in Jerusalem.” 35But Barzil- | to David than you.:Why: then do you dè — 
lai said to the king, “How long have I to | spise us? Were we not the first to advise 
live. that I should go: up with the king to | bringing back our king?” The words of the 
Jerusalem? *I am eighty years old today, | men of Judah were sharper than the words 
Can I discern between the good and! bad? | of the men of Israel. BF ; 
Can your servant taste what I eat or what I io i Li 
drink? Can I hear any longer the voice of- = =- æ Rebellion of Sheba > , 
singing men and singing women? Why 2 There happened to be there a rebel _ 
then should your servant be a further bur- | whose name was Sheba the son? — 
den to my lord the king? *7Your servant will | Bichri, a Benjamite. And he blew a trumpe 
go a little way across the Jordan with the | and said, “We have no share in David, nor 





returned in peace.t 26So when he came to 
Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said 
to him, “Why did you not go with me, | 
Mephibosheth?” 27And he answered, “My 
lord the king, my servant deceived me. For 
your servant said to him, ‘I will saddle a 
donkey for myself so I may ride on it and 
go to the king, because your servant is 
lame.’ 28And he deceived your servant to 
my lord the king, but my lord the king is | 
like an angel of God. Therefore do what is 
good in your eyes. 29For all my father’s 
house were but dead men before my lord 
the king. Yet you set your servant among 
those who eat at your own table. There- 
fore what right do I still have to cry out 
any more to the king?” | 

30S0 the king said to him, “Why are you 
still speaking of your affairs? I said, ‘You | 
and Ziba divide the land.’ ” 3!Then Mephib- 
osheth said to the king, “No, let him take it 
all, since my lord the king has come back in 
peace to his house.” i 








19:25-30 Mephibosheth comes to see David once he has returned to Jerusalem. He is unwashed and 
unshaven, as though in mourning. When David asks him why he did not flee with him, Mephibosheth : 
says that his servant, Ziba, had deceived him (see 16:1-4), Who was lying? David seems to give Mephib- 
osheth the benefit of the doubt. Ziba had certainly sought to benefit from having taken possession O 
Saul’s property. : | : 
19:32-38 Barzillai of Gilead, eighty years old, has previously supported David in Mahanaim (see 
17:27-29) and is a representative of the tribes across Jordan. David offers to care for him in Jerusalem |" 
return for his aid. Barzillai prefers to return to his city, by the tomb of his father and mother, but asks 
that David care for his servant (possibly his son) Chimham. w 
19:41-43 Tension between Judah and Israel mounts. The accusation, “We have ten shares in the king? 
therefore we are first over you,” reflects the fact Judah was a latecomer to the confederacy, as well aè 
that the northern tribes were more numerous. At this point, Judah prevails, | 
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. : said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever 
Every man to your tents, O Israel!”t 2So | is for David—follow Joab!”? '7But Amasa 
every man of Israel deserted David and fol- | was soaked in his blood in the middle of 
lowed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men | the road. And when the man saw that all 
of Judah, from the Jordan as far.as | the people stood still, he removed Amasa 
Jerusalem, clung to their king. 3Now David | from the path onto the field. He threw a 
entered his house at Jerusalem. And the | garment over him because he saw that 
king took the ten women, his concubines | everyone halted who came upon him. 
whom he had left to keep the house, and | 3And when he was removed from the 
put them under guard and supported them, | road, all the people followed after Joab to 
but did not go in to them. So they were shut | pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. And he 
up to the day of their death, living in wid- | went through all the tribes of Israel to 
owhood.t i is , | Abel and Beth Maachah, and all the Char- 
4And the king said to Amasa, “Within | rites. So they joined together and went af- 
three days, call the men of Judah for me, | ter Sheba.t They then came and besieged 
and be present here yourself.”t 5So Amasa | Sheba in Abel and Beth Maachah. And 
went to call for the men of Judah. But he | they raised a siege mound against the city 
delayed longer than the time set by David, | and stood by the rampart. And all the peo- 
who appointed him. °And David said, to | ple with Joab considered pulling down the 
Abishai, “Now Sheba the son,of Bichri will | wall. LL : ' 
do us more harm than Absalom. Take your | ° 16Then' awise woman cried out from the 
lord’s servants with you and pursue him so | wall, “Listen! Listen! Tell’ Joab to come 
that he does not fortify cities for himself | near, and I will speak'with him.” !1When he 
and escape from our sight.” 7So Joab’s men | came near to'her, the woman said, “Are you 
with the Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all | Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then she said 
the mighty men went.out after him. They | to him, “Hear the words of your handmaid.” 
went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba.the | And he replied, “I am listening.” ™So she 
son of Bichri. ’When.they reached the | spoke; saying, “In former times they used 
large stone in Gibeon, Amasa came before | to say, “They asked at Abel and in Dan 
them. Now Joab: was.dressed in battle ar- | whether the things established by the faith- 
mor, and on it was a belt with a sword fas- | ful of Israel failed, and they will ask in Abel 
tened in its sheath at. his hips..Then the | whether: they failed. 9I am among the 
sword came out and fell to.the ground. | peaceable and loyal in Israel. You seek to 
Then Joab said to Amasa, “Are you | puta city anda capital in Israel to death. 
healthy, brother?” And Joab took, Amasa | Why are you going to swallow up the inher- 
by the beard with his right hand to kiss itance of the Lord?” And Joab answered 
him. "But Amasa did not notice the sword | and said, “Far be it from me, far be it from 
that was in Joab’s hand, And he struck him | me to:swallow it up or destroy it! 2! That is 
with it in the stomach, and. his entrails | not so. But a man from the mountains of 
poured out on the ground. He did not | Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, 
strike him again, and he died. | | raised his hand against King David. Deliver 
Then Joab and Abishai his brother pur- | him only to me, and | will depart from the 
sued Sheba the son of Bichri. !'Meanwhile city.” So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, 
one of Joab’s servants stood near him and | his head will be thrown) to you over the 
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12:16) is the rallying cry of the northern tribes at 
endence of nomadic life, There is not merely animos- 
| and David, but between Judah and all the north- 


20:1, 2 Every man to your tents, O Israel (see 3Kg 
various times in Israel's history, reflecting the indep 
ity between Benjamin and Judah, the houses of Sau 
ern tribes, 

20:3 David takes care not to have his concubines defiled again, n 
16:21-22). Ta | ao QED Hy ar ark 00 E 
20:4-10 David summons Amasa, the new commander, to muster troops of Judah within three days. But 
Amasa delays, and this concerns David, lest Sheba do more harm than Absalom. | 
20:11-13 Joab resumes leadership of David's cause. , 
20:14-22 The search for Sheba leads them to a walle 
against it, meaning it would be destroyed along with, 
spare the city, a mother city, implying that villages were dependent on It. 
returns to Jerusalem. it hn lagt 


or does he resort to them himself (see 


d city, Abel and.Beth Maachah. Siege is laid 
its inhabitants, A wise woman entreats Joab to 
The siege is lifted and Joab 





went to the people and spoke to all the city. 
And they cut off the head of Sheba the son 
of Bichri and threw it out to Joab. Then he 
blew a trumpet, and they scattered from the | 


city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned 
to the king at Jerusalem. 


= David’s Officers => 


2And Joab was over all the army of Is- 
rael; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
the Cherethites and the Pelethites;t 24Ado- 
ram was in charge of revenue; Jehoshaphat 
the son of Ahilud was recorder; Sheva 
was scribe; Zadok and Abiathar were the 
priests; 2Sand Ira the Jairite was a priest of 
David. 
œ The Descendants of Saul Are Killed .= 
2? Now there was a famine in the days 
-_ of David for three years, year after 
year, and David inquired before the Lord. 


And the Lord said, “In Sau! and his unrigh- | 


teous house there is wrongdoing, because 
of his bloodthirsty killings when he killed 
the Gibeonites.”t 2So King David called the 
Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the 


Gibeonites were not sons of Israel, but | 
belonged to the remnant of the Amorites. | and the bones of Jonathan his son. He took 
The sons of Israel had sworn pretection to | | 


them, but Saul had sought to kill Chern in nis | 


zeal for the sons of Israel and Judah. ¢And 
David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall] 
do for you? And with what shall 1 make 
atonement so that you may bless the inher- 
itance of the Lord?” 4And the Gibeonites 


said to him, “We will have no silver or gold | 


from Saul or from his house, nor shall you 
kill any man in Israel for us.” | 


So he said, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” Then they answered the king, “As | 


for the man who consumed us and pursued 
us, who deceived us to destroy us, let us blot 
him out from remaining in any of the terri- 


tories of Israel. “Let seven men of his de- | 


scendants be delivered to us, and we will 
hang them in broad daylight before the Lord 











And the king said, “I will give them,7, 





‘the king spared Mephibosheth, the SONA 


Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of th 
Lord’s oath between David and Jonatha, 
the son of Saul. 8So the king took Armon 
and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Rizpap | 
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore t 
Saul, and the five sons of Michal th 
daughter of Saul, whom she bore for Adria 
the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; *ang 
he delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites. They hanged them on the hij 
before the Lord. So they fell, all seven to. 
gether, and were put to death in the days of 


harvest, in the first days, in the beginning 


of barley harvest. | 
lONow Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 


| sackcloth and spread it for herself on the 


rock from the beginning of barley harvest 
until the rains poured on them from 
heaven. And she did not allow the birds of 
the air to rest on them by day nor the 
beasts of the field by night. "David was 
told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the 
concubine of Saul, had done. And they 
were faint, and Dan, son of Joah from the 
offspring of the giants, overtook them. 
12Then David went and took Saul’s bones 


them from the men of Jabesh Gilead, who 
stole them from the square of Beth Shan 
where the Philistines put them, on the day | 
the Philistines struck down Saul in Gilboa. 
i350 he brought up the bones of Saul and 
the bones of Jonathan his son from there, 
and they gathered the bones of those who 
were hanged. “And they buried Sauls 
bones and the bones of Jonathan his son 
and the bones of those who were hanged in 
the country of Benjamin, in Zelah beside 
the tomb of Kish his father. So they di 
everything the king commanded. And after 
that God heeded the prayer for the land. 


ma The Death of the Philistine Giants g 
i5Now the Philistines were still at Wa! 


‘with Israel, and David and his servants Wi 


him went down and fought against th? 





in Gibeah of Saul, whom the Lord chose.” 


20:23-26 Officials in David's court (see commentary on 8:13-17). Adoram is also Adoniram, under 
Solomon (see 3Kg 4:6). Ira, possibly the Ithrite of 23:38, serves as David's private or personal priest. 
21:1 There follow several accounts which are appendices, set at various times during David's reign: To- 
gether they comprise chapters 21—24. Hg dere ; i asd 
21:1-14 The three-year famine is interpreted as God's punishment, for Saul had violated an oath n r 
to those in Gibeon. However, Saul’s actions (vv. 1-3) are unknown otherwise. The famine would p> af 
happened during the early part of David's reign. To eliminate the blood-guilt, David allows for se à 
Saul’s descendants to be hanged. He spares Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth, instead delivering sons 
Saul’s sons (one also named Mephibosheth) and five of his grandsons, sons of Michal. | 
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Philistines} and d David grew y faint Then 
Ishbi thought he could kill David. This Ishbi 
was one of the descendants of the giants, 


and the weight of his spear was the weight 
of three hundred bronze shekels, and he 


was girded with a club. But Abishai the 
son of Zeruiah came to his aid and struck 
the Philistine and killed him. Then David’s 
men swore to him, saying, “You shall no 
longer go out with us to battle, that you do 
not quench the lamp of Israel.” 

i8Now after this there was another battle 
with the Philistines at Gath. Then 
Sibbechai the Hushathite killed Saph, who 
was one of the descendants of the giants. 
And there was war at Gob with the 
Philistines, where Elhanan. the son of 
Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed Go- 


liath the Gittite, whose spear had a shaft | 
like a weaver’s beam. 2°Yet again there was 
a battle at Gath, where there was a man of | 


strife who had six fingers on each hand 
and six toes on each foot; twenty-four in 
number. He also was born to the giant. 
21And he defied Israel, and Jonathan the 
son of Shimea, brother of David, killed him. 
22These four were born as offspring of the 
giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of 
David and by the hand of his servants. 


æ David’s Song of Deliverance m 


Di ) And David spoke to the: Lord the 
words of this song on the day when 


the Lord delivered him from the hand of all | 


his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.t 
2And he sang: 


“O Lord, my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; 
3 My God will be my guardian, in whom 
I will trust; 
My defender and the horn of my 
salvation, 
My protector and the refuge ofin my 
salvation; 
You will save me from 
unrighteousness, 
4 | will call upon the Lord, who is 
worthy to be praised; _. 
And I will be saved from my enemies.. 


> “When the troubles of death , b 
encompassed me, 
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The floods of wickedness terrified me. 
The throes of death surrounded me; 
The harshness of death confronted me. 
In my distress I will call upon the Lord 
And cry out to my God; ci 
And He will hear my voice from His 
temple, 
And my cry will enter His ears. 


“Then the earth was shaken and 

trembled; 

And the foundations of heaven were 
troubled, } 

Because the Lord was angry with them. 

From out of His wrath, a smoke went 
up, 

And from His mouth a devouring fire; 

Coals were kindled by it. | 

He bowed the heavens and came down, 

And there was darkness under His 
feet. 

He rode upon the cherubim, and He 
did fly; 

He was seen upon the wings of the 
wind. 

He put darkness around Him’ asa 
hiding place. 

About Him, His tabernacle was the 
darkness of waters; 

And by the clouds of the air, He 
thickened it. 

From the brightness of His light 

Coals of fire were kindled. 


“The Lord thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered His voice. 
He sent arrows and scattered them; 
He confounded them with lightning. 
The channels of the sea were seen, 
The foundations of the world were 

uncovered, 
With a blast of the wind, His wrath. 


“He sent from the height and took me, 
He drew me out of many waters. 
He delivered me from my strong 
enemies, 
From those who hated me; 
For they were stronger than I. 


They confronted me in the day of my 
tribulation, 





21:15-22 Again, this is set in the early years of David's kingship, when he was still at war, Soy ei- 
e? :18-21 or 5:22-26. Regarding giants, see Gn 14:5, The lamp of Israel (v. 17) refers to the royal line- 
age (see 14:7). 


22:1-5 Except for minor differences, this chapter is identical to Ps 17. 
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37. My pathway under me is widened, 2 | 
| And my legs are not shaken. : 
38, T shall pursue my enemies and destroy | 


But the bord was my DONS 
2 He brought me to a broad place; 
He delivered me because He cemented 


in me. | them, 
AY And I will not turn back until | destroy | 
21 “The Lord repaid me according to my -~ them. 


righteousness; 39 | will break them and they will not 
According to the purity of my hands, 
He repaid me. 
2 For I have kept the ways of the Lord 
And have not wickedly departed from 
my God. 
233 For all His judgments were before me, 
And I did not depart from His statutes. 
24. [| willbe blameless before Him, —. 
And I will guard myself from my 


iniquity. 


rise, 
For they will fall under my feet. 
40. : For You will strengthen me with Dower 
for the battle; : 
You will subdue under me those who 
| rose against me. 
41 You_have given me the back of my — 
enemy; 
~. So I killed those who hated me! 
| 42 They will cry out, but noone wills 


25 And the Lord will recompense me help; 
according to my righteousness, Even to the Lord, but He did not listen 
According to the, cleanness of my | to them. 
hands in His eyes. 8 Then T beat them ‘as fine as s the dust of 
: | the earth; - 
26 “With the holy You will be holy; I crushed them like dirt in the 
With a perfect man You will be perfect; streets. 


= 


27 With the chosen You will be tne choice |- | | | 
44° “You will deliver me from the quarrels 


one; 
And with the devious You will be - of the people: 
shrewd. You have kept me at the head of the 


28 You will save the needy people; 
But You will humble the eyes of the 
haughty. 
29 “For You, O Lord, are my lamp; | 
The Lord shall enlighten my darkness. 
30 For by You I can run agone a band of 
troops; 
By my God I can leap over a wall. 
31 As for the Mighty One, His way is 


nations. : 

A people I have not known served me. | 
5. Philistines deceived me; 

As soon as they heard, they obeyed 
| me. 
46 RRIS DAEA shall be cast out, | 

And they will stumble out from their 
hideouts. 


pen 


blameless; re Th lo he 
The word of the Lord is strong, tried e Lord lives: 
by fire: “Blessed be my Guardian 


Let my God be exalted, 
The Guardian of my salvation! 
8 It is the Mighty Lord who avenges mê 
And chastises the peoples under mê: 
49 He delivers me from my enemies. 


He is a defender to all who trust in Him. 


cn 


32 “Who is mighty except the Lord? 
And who will be the Creator, except 


our God? _ 
33 The Mighty One who strengthens me You ete oe above t those who rise 
with power, 
Who has prepared my way blameless. You A PA me from the man of 
34 He makes my feet like the feet of deer |, a 
And sets me on my high places. ee wisi se a Fora T will confess You! 


35 He instructs my hands for war, 
So that my arms can bend a bow of 
bronze. 


And sing praises to Your name. 


ot “He is the one,who extols the salvation 
of His king | 
And shows mercy to His anointed, 
To David and his seed forever.’ 


6 “You have given me the protection of 
my salvation; 
And Your gentleness fulfills me, 


to 
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Ny em Davids Last Words SP 


23 Now these are the last words of 
David. 

“David, the faithful one, the son of 

Jesse; 

The faithful man whom the Lord 

| raised up, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob*" 

The sweet psalmist of Israel:t 


2 “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, 
And His word was:on my tongue. 
3. The God of Israel says, 
A guardian of Israel spoke a parable, 
saying, 
‘Among men; how will you'strengthen 
the fear of God? 
4- By God, the sun may arise in the light 
of early morning; 
The early morning does not pass by 


without light: | 


So after rain, new growth shows forth | 


out of the earth, 


5 “For my house is not so’ with the 
Mighty One; 
For He prepared an everlasting ~ 
covenant with me, | 
Keeping it prepared for every time. 
For my entire salvation and my every 
desire is 
That the lawless may not in any way | 
flourish! 
6 All of them are as thorns thrusting 
outward, 
For they cannot be taken by the hand. 
7 Andaman will not labor among them, 
Unless armed with iron and the shaft 
of a spear, 
And to their dishonor, they shall be 
burned with fire.” 


«= David’s Mighty Men =- 
8The names of David’s mighty men were, 
first, Jebosheth the Canaanite, chief among 
the three. The second was called Adino the 
Eznite, He drew his sword against eight 
hundred men at one time and killed thẹm.t 
"And after him was Eleazar his cousin, 





RN son ioi Zousitos: one of the three mighty 
men. He was with David in Zerran when 


| they defied the Philistines who were gath- 


ered there for battle, and the men of Israel 
had retreated. !°He arose and attacked the 
Philistines until his hand was weary and 
his hand stuck to the sword. The Lord 
brought about a great deliverance that day, 
and the people stayed behind him only to 
plunder. 

1 And after him was Shammah the son of 


| Asa the Arouchaite. The Philistines had 


gathered to: Theria, where there was a part 
of the field full of lentils. Then the people 
fled from the Philistines. !2But he stationed 
himself in the middle of the field, defended 
it, and killed the Philistines. And the Lord 
brought about a great'deliverance. 

Then three of the thirty chief men went 
down at harvest time and came to David in 


| Kason at the cave of Adullam. And the 


troop of Philistines encamped in the Valley 
of Rephaim.t 14At that time David was in 


| the stronghold, and the ‘garrison of the 


Philistines: was then in Bethlehem. “And 
David said with longing, “Who will give me 
a drink of the water from the well in Beth- 


| lehem by the gate?” !6So the three mighty 


men broke through the camp of the 
Philistines, drew water from the well of 
Bethlehem by the gate, and took it and 
brought it to David. Nevertheless he would 
not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord. 


-17And he said, “Far be it from me, Lord, to 
do this! Is this not the blood of the men who 


went in jeopardy of their lives so that | 
should: drink?” Therefore he would not 
drink it. These are the things the three 
mighty men did. — 

‘I8Now Abishai the brother of Joab, the 
son of Zeruiah, was chief of another three. 
He lifted his spear against three hundred 
men and won a name among these three.t 
WOf the three he was the most honored. 
Therefore he became their captain. How- 
ever, he did not attain to the first three. 

20Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, a 
man from Kabzeel, abundant in deeds. He 
had killed two lion-like heroes of Moab, He 
had also gone down and killed a lion in the 
midst of a pit on a snowy. day. ?!And he 





23:1-7 The theme is common to wisdom literature: the righteous. prosper and the ungodly perish, God 
has made an everlasting covenant (v. 5) with David (see ch, 7), 

23:8-12 These three men form a special band (see 1Ch 11:11-14).. 
23:13-17 The three here are perhaps the same as in w.8-12.. | {i doneiaa’ 
23:18-39 The thirty is a round number (v. 24). The text says TAS are thirtyssavan W. 39).5 miri miie 
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The Egyptian had a spear in his hand like 
the wood of a ladder, so he went down to 


him with a staff, snatched the spear from | 
the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with | 


his own spear. 22These things Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada did, and he wona name 
among three mighty men. He was the 
most honored of the three, but he did not 
attain to the first three. And David ap- 
pointed him as his reporter. 


“4And the names of King David’s mighty | 


men were Asahel the brother of Joab, one 
of the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo, 
David’s uncle, of Bethlehem: 24Shammah 
the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 26Helez 
the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the 
Tekoite, 27Abiezer the Anathothite of the 
sons of Asothitos, 28Zalmon the Ahohite, 
Maharai the Netophathite, 29Heleb the son 
of Baanah the Netophathite, Ittai the son of 
Ribai from Gibeah, the son of Benjamin. 
Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai from the 
brooks of Gaash, *!Abiel the son of the Ar- 
bathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, 22Eliahba 
the Shaalbonite of the sons of Jashen, 
Jonathan, *3Shammah the Hararite. Ahiam 
the son of Sharar the Hararite, 34F liphelet 
the son of Ahasbai, the son of the Maach- 
athite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the 


Gilonite, *5Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai | 


the Arbite, Igal the son of Nathan from 
the mighty men, the Gadite, 37Elie the Am- 
monite, Gelorai the Beerothite, the armor- 
bearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah, 38Ira the 
Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 3and Uriah the 
Hittite. These were thirty-seven in all. 


u David’s Census .~ 


And the anger of the Lord was 
aroused against Israel, and He 


incited David against them, saying. “Go, | 


number Israel and Judah.”t 2So the king 
said to Joab the commander of the army, 
who was with him, “Go throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and 
inspect the people so that | may know the 
number of the people.” 3And Joab said to 


24:1-9 Despite the protestations of Joab, David 
Certainly, the Lord can use the devil to do His bi 


to levy taxes on the people. 
24:10-17 Gad the prophet ( 


(3) three days of death in the land. David chooses the thir 
Beersheba. At the point of the destruction of Jerusalem, God sa 
to afflict him and his father’s house, but not his sheep, 


killed an Egyptian man, a handsome man. | the king, “May the Lord your God a 








dd ty 
the people the same number again anes : 
hundred times more, and may the eye. of | 
my lord the king see it. But why does my | 
lord the king desire this thing?” Re | 

‘Nevertheless, the king’s word prevajjeq 
against Joab and against the captains op 
the army. Therefore Joab and the Captains — 
of the army went out before the king to in. 
spect the people of Israel. °And the 


crossed the Jordan and encamped at Aroer — 


decides to take a census of 
the narrator, the Lord has incited David to do this. However, in 1Ch 21:1, it 


the ravine of Gad and Eliezer. Then the 
came to Gilead and to the land of Thaba. 
son, which is Hodshai; they came to Dap 
Jaan and Houdan and around to Sidon; 
‘and they came to Mapsar of Tyre and all 
the cities of the Hivites and the Canaanites 
Then they. went to South Judah as far as 
| Beersheba. 8So -when they had gone 
| through the whole. land, they came to 
| Jerusalem at the end. of nine months and 
| twenty days. “Then Joab gave the sum of 


| the number of the inspection of the people | 
| to the king. And there were eight hundred © 
| thousand valiant men in. Israel who drew 


| the sword, and the men of Judah were five 
hundred thousand men. of war. 


= A Judgment Restrained => 

"And David's heart condemned him af- 
ter he had numbered the people. So David 
said to the Lord, “I sinned greatly in what! 
did. But now, I pray, O Lord, take away the 
iniquity of Your servant, for I have done 
very foolishly.”t Now when David arose in 
the morning, the word of the Lord came to 
the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, !2“Go 
and tell David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I offer 
you three things; choose one of them for 


to pass. Shall three years of famine come t0 
you in your land? Or shall you flee for thre 
months before your enemies while the! 
pursue you? Or shall there be three days © 
death in your land? Now consider, and se 


the people. According to 
is Satan who has done this: 


dding. Joab might be concerned about using a census 


see 1Kg 22:5; 1Ch 21:9ff; 2Ch 29:25) gives David a choice of one of three 
penalties for taking the census: (1) three years of famine: 


; (2) three months of flight from enemies: 
d, and a plague afflicts Israel from Dan to 


ys enough! David beseeches the ange! 
the flock of Israel. 


i 


yourself, and I will do it to you.” ” ” 13So Gad | 
came to David and told him; and he said t0 | 
him, “Choose for yourself what is to come | 


on the right side of the city, in the midst of 





| 















what answer I should take back to Him 
who sent me the word.” 

i4And David said to Gad, “I am in great 
distress. Therefore, I shall fall into the | 
hands of the Lord, for the multitude of His 
compassion is great. Do not let me fall into 
the hand of man.” And David chose for 
himself the death he spoke. '§So in the days 
of the wheat harvest, the Lord sent death 
upon Israel from the morning until noon. 
And destruction came upon the people. 
From Dan to Beersheba, seventy thousand 
men of the people died. !*And when the an- 
gel stretched out His hand over Jerusalem 
to destroy it, the Lord relented from the de- 
struction, and said to the angel who was 
destroying the people, “It is enough; now 
restrain your hand.” And the angel of the 
Lord was by the threshing-floor of Orna 
the Jebusite. 

l7Then David spoke to the Lord when he 
saw the angel who was striking the people, 
and he said, “I am the shepherd and I have- 
done wickedly, but these sheep—what have | 
they done? Let Your hand, I pray, he against | 
me and against my father’s house.” 





-= An Altar to the Lord 7- 
l8And Gad came to David that day and 
said to him, “Go up and erect an altar to the 
Lord on the threshing-floor of Orna the Jeb- 


385 





2 KINGDOMS 24:22 


usite.”t 9S0 David went up according to the 
word of Gad, as the Lord commanded. 


| 20Now Orna looked and saw the king and 


his servants coming toward him. So Orna 
went out and bowed before the king with his 
face to the ground. 2!Then Orna said, “Why 
has my lord the king come to his servant?” 

And David said, “To buy the threshing- 
floor from you to build an altar to the 
Lord, so the plague may be withdrawn 
from the people.” 22Now Orna said to 
David, “Let my lord the king take and of- 
fer up whatever seems good to him to the 
Lord. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacri- 
fice, and threshing implements and the 
yokes of the oxen for wood.” Orna gave 
all these things to the king. And Orna said 
to the king, “May the Lord your God bless 
you.” 24Then the king said to Orna, “No, 
but I will surely buy it from you for a 
price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the 


| Lord my God with something that costs 


me nothing.” So David bought the thresh- 
ing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. 22And David built an altar there to 
the Lord and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. And Solomon later made 
a larger offering upon the altar, for a small 
one was made first. So the Lord heeded 
the prayers for the land, and the plague 
was withdrawn from Israel. — 


24:18-25 Gad instructs David to set up an altar and offer sacrifice. The purchase of the threshing-floor 
of Orna the Jebusite and the oxen begins the offering of sacrifices in Jerusalem. This story is intended 
to reflect the origin of sacrifices there. Solomon later will use the threshing-floor as the site for his tem- 


ple (see 1Ch 22:1; 2Ch 3:1). 


David's court history is concluded in chapters 1 and 2 of 3 Kingdoms. 
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Baba Bathra, a Talmudic tract. In this AETI record, an entry for the Books- 
of the Kings identifies the author as the prophet Jeremiah. This is in keeping | | 
with the general Talmudic vision. of f penet authorship. for all of the Old 
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continues in 4 PIGABAB Fos THe. BEE of 1 4 Grodan’ were one asic “| 
| 
Hebrew. The LXX separated them into four books because of the dares +) Wl ‘| 


volume of material in the text, (T he: Greek text is’ longer because Greek ~ 
isa, yy | 


includes all the vowels in, cach word, while the Hebrew. Tanguage | does a 


es kovou nd- ne maen Concern of 3 and 4 ie is to record What’ | 


ú 


hedom were 1 
example, the moving of he dei to Samaria i is ‘eee in one gil fer il 


3 Kingdoms 16:24. Judah, the southern kingdom, and the Davidic line form | 
the background for 3 and 4 t King: loms., nia EN e e sonda crit an G 


Oviline molog sir) 2aaitiasa to ihe of 


I. The Kingdom United (1: 14 :39)| 

A. The throne passes to Solomon 
(1:1—2;12) 

B. Solomon is established as king (2:13-71) 

C. Solomon prays for wisdom, receives and 
displays it (3:1—5:12) 

D. Solomon builds the temple, his palace, 
and other buildings (5:13—8:65) 

E. Outstanding events of Solomon’ reign; 
his death and Rehoboam’s ascension to 


the throne (9:1—11:39) 


yi e E a 
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IL, The Kingdom Divided (2: i2: 43). 
A.The revolt against Rehoboam and . | 
division of the kingdom (12: 1-22) | 
B. The early kings of the divided kingdoms | 
(12:23—16:42) 
C. Elijah the Tishbite begins prophesy | 
(17:1—20:16) | 
D. Elijah confronts Ahab; Ahab repent 
(20:17 —21:43) 
III. Ahab King of Israel and Jehoshaphat King 
of Judah Plot Against Syria ant oe 
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a The Aging King David > 
-Now King David was old, advanced in 
years; and they put covers on him, but 
he could not get warm.t 2Therefore his ser- 
vants said to him, “Let them seek a young 
woman, a virgin for our lord the king, and 
she will be beside the king, warming him; 
she will lie with him, so our lord the king 
will be warm.” 3So they sought for a beau- 
tiful young woman throughout:all the terri- 
tory of Israel, and found Abishag the 
Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 
4The young woman was very beautiful; and 
she warmed the king, and ministered to 
him: but the king did: not Know her. 


~ Adonijah Aspires to Be King 7> 
5Then Adonijah the son of Haggith ex- 
alted himself, saying, “I will be king.” He 
prepared chariots and horsemen for him- 
self and fifty men to run before him.* ®His 
father never at any time rebuked him, say- 
ing, “Why did you do so?”.He was also very 


handsome, and was born after Absalom. | 
7Then he conferred with Joab. the son of | 


Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and 
they came to the.aid of Adonijah..*But 
Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of, Je- 
hoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, 
and the mighty men who belonged, to 
David did not. follow Adonijah. ?Adonijah 
sacrificed sheep, calves, and lambs by the 
stone of the Serpent, by the spring called 
Rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the 
king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, ser- 
vants of the king. But he did not invite 
Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty 
men, or Solomon his brother. __ 

Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother 
of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard, 
Adonijah the son of Haggith made himself 
king, and, David our lord is unaware of 
this?t 12Come, let me now give you advice, 


1:1 As to the historical timeline of the kings of Israel, this account picks up from 2Kg 20:22. King David 





3 KINGDOMS 1:25 
that you may save your own life and the life 
of your son Solomon. !*Go immediately to 
King David and say to him, ‘Did you not, 
my lord, O king, swear to your maidser- 
vant, saying, “Assuredly your son Solomon 


shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my 


throne”? Why then has Adonijah become 
king?’ “Then, while you are still talking 
there with the king, I also will come in after 
you and confirm your words.” — 

15Sọ Bathsheba went into the chamber to 
the king. Now the king was very old, and 
Abishag the Shunammite was ministering 
to the king.t 6Bathsheba bowed and did 
homage to the king. Then the king said, 
“What do you wish?” "Then she said to 
him, “My lord) you did swear by the Lord 
your God for the sake of your maidservant, 
saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after 
me, and he shall sit on my throne. '*But 


“now behold, Adonijah has become king, 


and you, my lord, O king, do not know this. 
‘9H sacrificed many calves, lambs, and 
sheep: and he has invited all the sons of the 
king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the 
commander of the army, but not your ser- 
vant Solomon. 2°As for you, my lord, O 
king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell 
them who will sit on the throne of my lord 
the king after him. 2!Otherwise, when my 
lord the king rests with his fathers, I and 
my son Solomon will be reckoned as sin- 
ners.” 

22Just then, while she was still talking 
with the king, Nathan the prophet also 
came in. 23So it was reported to the king, 
saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” When 
he came in before the king, he bowed down 


before the king with his face to the ground. 


24Then Nathan said, “My lord and king, did 
you say, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit on my throne’? *For he went 
down today and sacrificed many calves, 





was seventy years old here, shortly before his death (see 2Kg 5:4). | 

1:5 Adonijah, David's oldest living son, exalted himself to be king, but his father should have rebuked 
him. Jesus also exalted Himself as God and King, and as coequal with the Father Un 5:23; Mt 27:11), yet 
His Father did not rebuke Him (AthanG). Quite to the contrary, He said, “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Mt 3:17). Moreover, although Adonijah refused to humble himself before 
David, who was a type of Christ, we should humble ourselves before our God and King. If we do, He - 


will “exalt us in due time” (1Pt 5:6). ij 
1:11, 14, 22 Once again, Nathan the prophet spea 


iti bakoi | rigi | 
ks the truth to the house of David (see 2Kg 12:1-15). 


Sometimes “speaking the truth in love” (Eph 4:15) costs a friendship, but for Nathan it cemented,a life- 


long relationship with the king. 7 


1:15-21 Bathsheba bowed to her husband the king, A beautiful insight into respect for authority ey 


-= = 


Rather than coming with demands, she simply reviewed what the king had sworn, underscoring the 
importance of his successor: the eyes of all Israel are on you (v. 20). Her request was granted. = 
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lambs, and sheep, and invited all the king’s | ram’s horn, atid all the people said, “Long 
sons, and the commanders of the army, and | live King Solomon!” “Then all the people 
Abiathar the priest. Behold, they are eating | went up after him, and the people danceg 
and drinking before him, and they said, | and rejoiced with great joy. So the earth 
‘Long live King Adonijah.’ 26But he did not | burst forth with their sound. 
invite me—I your servant—nor Zadok the | : 41Now Adonijah and all the guests whg 
priest, nor Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor | were with him heard it as they finisheg 
your servant Solomon. 27Was this done by | eating. Joab also heard the sound of the 
my lord the king, and did you not tell your | horn and said, “Why is the city in suchą 
servant who will sit on the throne of my | noisy uproar?” While he was yet speak. 
lord the king after him?” ing, Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the 
Aana] iest, arrived. Adonijah said to him, 
s David Names Solomon King => pI LES UR ACTS | ri, : 
Then King David answered and said, a PU OMA A en aaa lous 
‘Call Bathsheba to me” So she came into than answered and said to Adoniah, "Na 
29The king swore an oath and said, “As the ous lord, King David, made Solomon king. 
Lord dives, who redeemed, my. life from a- S king sent with him Zadok the priest, 
every distress 30%just as I swore to you by N athan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Je- 
Aror God a lees al Pine Gna ont hoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, 
your son shall be king after me, and he ie pea a T rds HAN AES ae 
shall sit on my throne in my place, soi will | _ Oe ies se FARN ki a Gih : 
do. today.” 3!Then. Bathsheba bowed with prophet anointed EAE ing at ee 
her face to the earth, and paid homage to They went up from there SEMEN S EL the 
the king and said, “Let my lord. King city is in an uproar. This is the noise you 
David. live forever.” | heard. *eEven now, Solomon is seated on 
32Then King David said, “Call to me | ‘me throne of the kingdom. *The kings 
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and | Servants also went to bless our lord, ia 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they | David, saying, ‘May God make the name o 
came before the king. The. king said to | Solomon your son greater than your name, 
them, “Take the servants of your lord with | 224 may He make his throne greater ha 
you, and have Solomon my son ride on my | YOUr throne. Then the king worshipe 
upon his bed, 48and the king said, ‘Blessed 


own mule, and take him down to Gihon. Me KU , 
24There let Zadok the priest and Nathan be the Lord God of Israel, who gave one 
from my seed to sit on my throne today, 


the prophet anoint him as king over Israel, : 
and blow the ram’s horn, and say, ‘Long | While my eyes see it.’ ” 
live King Solomon!’ “Then he shall sit on | “’S0 all the guests with Adonijah were 
my throne and be king in my place. For | afraid, and arose, each one going his own 
have appointed him to be ruler. over Israel | way.t 5°Now Adonijah feared Solomon. S0 | 
and Judah.” *6Benaiah the son of Jehoiada | he arose and departed, taking hold of the 
answered the king and said, “Let it be | horns of the altar, 5'They reported it t0 
done. May the Lord, God of my lord the | Solomon, saying, “Indeed, Adonijah is 
king, establish it, 37As the Lord has been | afraid of King Solomon. For behold, he 
with my lord the king, even so may He be | took hold of the horns of the altar, sayiN® 
‘Let King Solomon swear to me today tha 


with Solomon and make his throne | 
greater than the throne of my lord, King | he will not put his servant to death with the 
sword. ” Then Solomon said, “If he | 


David.” 
proves to be a worthy man, not one hair 


3S0 Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the | him shall fall to the earth. But if wicked’ 
ness is found in him, he shall die.” 5° 


Cherethites, and the Pelethites: mounted 

Solomon on King David’s mule, and they | King Solomon sent them to bring hil! 
led him to Gihon. Then Zadok the priest | down from the altar. He came and fe! | 
took a horn of olive oil from the tabernacle | down before King Solomon; and Solomon | 
and anointed Solomon. They blew the | said to him, “Go to your house.” et 

















































1:49 The “reign” of Adonijah was short-lived, Not only did his quests head home, so did he (v. 53). In- 
deed, self-exaltation is short-lived, for ind ol exalts himself will be humbiad, and he who pati 
himself will be exalted” (Mt 23:12), ue an NO ty 


a 





“=. David’s Final Words to Solomon «= reigned over Israel forty years. He reigned 
2 Now the days of David drew near to | seven years in Hebron and thirty-three 
& death, and he charged Solomon his | years in Jerusalem. !2Thus Solomon sat on 
son, saying, 2“I am going the way of all the | the throne of David, his father, and the 
earth, oe you eer “lide aie become | kingdom was exceedingly well established. 
a man. *Keep the charge of the Lord your. | arii; 
God, to walk in His ways, to keep His com- |. ™ Solomon Orders Adonijah’s Death 7: 
mandments and statutes, and the writings "Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came 
of His judgments in the Law of Moses, so | to Bathsheba the: mother of Solomon and 
you may understand what you shall: do | bowed down before her. She said, “Have 
regarding whatever I command of you:t | you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably. 
‘that the Lord may confirm His word which | !4I have something to say to you.” She said, 
He spoke, saying, ‘If your sons guard their | “Speak.” “Then Adonijah said, “You know 
way and go before Me in truth, with their | the kingdom was mine, and all Israel 
whole heart and their whole soul, I say to | turned their face to me as king. But then 
you, aman from them shall not fail to sit on | the kingdom was taken back, and it was 
the throne of Israel.’ i given to my brother; for it was from the 
“Furthermore, you know what Joab the | Lord to be given to Solomon. 16Now I ask 
son of Zeruiah did to me. and what he did | one petition of you. Do not turn away your 
to the two commanders of the armies of.Js- | face.” Bathsheba said to him, “Speak.” 
rael, to. Abner the son of Ner and Amasa | 17Then he’ said to her “Speak to King 
the son of Jether, whom he killed. He shed | Solomon; for he will not turn his face from 
the blood of war in peacetime, and put in- | you: and let him give me Abishag the Shu- 
nocent blood on the belt around his waist | nammite for a wife.” 18S0 Bathsheba Said, 
and on the sandal on his foot. ï Therefore do “Very well, I will speak for you to the king.” 
according to your wisdom, and do not Jet 19So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to 
his gray hair go down to the grave in peace. speak to him for Adonijah: The king rose 
‘But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai up to meet her and kissed her tenderly. He 
the Gileadite, and let them be among those | then sat down on his throne, and a throne 
who eat at your table; for they drew near to was placed for the king’s mother: and she 
me when | fled from your brother Absalom. was seated at his right hand. 20Then she 
‘Behold, you have with you Shimei the son | said to him, “I desire one small petition of 
of Gera, a Benjamite from Bahurim, who | you. Do not turn away your face.” The king 
laid a grievous curse on me in the day I Said to her, “Ask ‘it, mother, for I will not re- 
went to Mahanaim. But he came down.to fuse you.”t 2!So she said, “Let Abishag the 
meet me at the Jordan, and by the Lord I Shunammite be given to Adonijah your 
swore to him, saying, ‘I will not put you to brother as a wife.” 22Kine Solomon an- 
death with the sword.’ *But you shall by no | swered and said to his mother, “Why did 
means hold him guiltless, for you are a| request Abishag for Adonijah? Do you 
wise man, and you realize what you must | Ask tor him the kingdom as well? For he is 
do to him, even to bring his gray hair to the | My older- brother above me in age, and his 
erave with blood. LATO companions are Abiathar the priest and 
>, The Death of King David 7- Joab the son of Jeruiah, the chief captain of 
So David rested with his fathers and | the army.” — | 
was buried in the City of David. '!David| Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, 





2:3, 4 The continual reign of kings in Israel was conditional on their obedience to the Law of Moses. 
Disobedience would eventually lead to the collapse of the kingly throne when a Jew would fail to sit 
on the throne. This failure occurred when Herod the Great sat on the throne, for he was nota Jew, but 
a Gentile from Edom (or Idumea). According to the prophecy of Gn 49:10, the presence of a Gentile . 
king on the throne of Judah would indicate the presence of Christ in Judea. indeed, “Jesus was born in: 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king” (Mt 2:1). The name “Shiloh" in the prophecy means. 
“peace,” for Jesus Christ is the peace that unites and reconciles Jews and Gentiles in one body, the — 
Church (Eph 2:14), | anise nye j w 
2:20 Bathsheba's petition was not a small one, as she intimated; thus Solomon did not go back on his ` 
Word to fulfill her request. It was not a small one because Christ the King was to come through | 
Solomon, and not Adonijah (Mt 1:6), So this petition was a threat against the coming of the promised 


| 


Messiah. Jed normojn 
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saying, “May God do so to me and, more 
also, if Adonijah has not said this against 
his own life. 24Now therefore, as the Lord 
lives who prepared me, set me on the 
throne of David my father, and established 
a house for me, as the Lord promised, this 
day Adonijah will be put to death.” 25So 
King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him; and 
Adonijah died that day. 


æ Abiathar Banished, Joab Killed > 
26Then the king said to- Abiathar the 
priest, “Go to Anathoth, to your field, for 
you are deserving of death today; but J will 
not put you to death, because you carried 
the ark of the Lord God before my father, | 
and because you were afflicted every time | 
my. father was afflicted.” 27So Sciomon re- | 
moved Abiathar from-being priest to the | 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Lord, to fulfill the word of the Lerc He 
spoke concerning the house: of-&hi in 
Shiloh.t | 
¢8Then the news came to Joab the son of 
Zeruiah, for Joab leaned toward Adonijah | 
and not toward Solomon.,So-Joab fled to 
the tabernacle of the Lord and took hold of | 
the horns of the altar. They: told King | 
Solomon, “Joab fled to the tabernacle of 
the Lord. He is there, holding the horns of 
the altar.” Solomon sent word to Joab, say- 
ing, “Why did you flee to the altar?” Joab 
said, “Because I was afraid to face you, and 
I fled to the Lord.” Then Solomon sent Be- 
naiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, kill 
and. bury him.” #°So Benaiah went.to Joab 
in the tabernacle of the Lord and said to- 
him, “The king says to come out.” But he © 
said, “No, I am not coming out. I am going — 
to die here.” So Benaiah brought back word 
to the king, saying, “This is what Joab said, 
this is what he answered me.” 3!Then the 
king said to him, “Go, and do as he said. 
Strike him down and bury him, and remove 
from me and from my father’s house today 
the blood Joab shed for no reason. 32The_ 


2:27 No prophecy of Scripture can fail to be fulfilled, 1Kg 2:31 prophesied the end of the priestly hous? 


of Eli. It came to an end about 150 years after that, 


20 








Lord will turn the blood of his unrighteous. | 
ness back on his own head, because he | 
struck down two men, Abner the son gy | 
Ner, commander of the army of Israel, ang 
Amasa the son of Jether, commander of the 
army of Judah, who: were more righteous | 
and better than he; and yet he killed them | 
with the sword. My father David did not 
know of their blood being shed.t 3That js | 
why their blood was returned upon the | 
head of Joab and upon‘the head of his de. 
scendants forever. But upon David and his 
descendants, upon: his house and his 
throne, let there be peace forever from the | 
Lord.” *4So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
went up, struck and killed him; and he 
buried him in his own house in the wilder- 
ness. “The king put Benaiah the son of Je- 





| hoiada in Joab’s place over the army, and 


the kingdom was established in Jerusalem. 


| Then the king made Zadok the first priest 


in the place of Abiathar. 

« The Wisdom of Solomon > - 
3eThe Lord gave discernment to? Sol- 
omon; exceedingly great wisdom, and a 
heart as broad as the sand alongside the 
sea.t 87$olomon’s discernment was multi- 
plied exceedingly, beyond the discernment 
of all the sons of the ancient ones and all 
the wise men of Egypt. 38Then he took | 
Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into 
the City of David until he should complete 
his house, and before all the house of the 
Lord, and the wall surrounding Jerusalem. | 


| In seven years he made and completed | 


them: | = 
sa Building the Citadel > 


9Solomon had seventy thousand chose! 
men and eighty thousand stonecutters 1 


| the mountain. Thus Solomon made 


sea, the undergirding, the great basins, ° 
pillars, the fountain of the open court, a 


the sea of bronze, He also built the citadel 


and its battlements, and divided the CilY o 





for Abiathar was the last priest from Eli's housè: 


Therefore, we should pay close attention to 
Second Coming of Christ. w | 
2:32 Joab took vengeance into his own hands when 


gave Solomon his wisdom (1Co 1:24), 





prophecies yet to be fulfilled, especially concerning the 


, wn he killed Abner and Amasa (2Kg 3:27; 20:9, 10:8) | 

doing this, Joab destroyed himself, for the one who exacts his own vengeance becomes worse than 

the one on whom he takes vengeance (JohnChr). “‘Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,’ 

(Rom 12:19; see also Lv 19:18; Dt 32:35). The vengeance taken on Joab by Solomon was at the Lord's 

direction, but we should avoid taking our own vengeance at all costs =. s,s : 

2:36 Discernment is the crown of the virtues and a fruit of wisdom, Wisdom is Christ Himself, for He ok 
| je 









says the Lord” © | 
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Davide in N two Gonsenuently, the daguittet 
of Pharaoh went up from the City of David 
into the house he built for her. Then he 
built the citadel. “Solomon went up three 
times a year to offer whole burnt offerings 
and peace offerings on the altar he built for 
the Lord, and to burn incense before the 
Lord; and he completed the house. “7Now 
these were the governors put in charge 
over the works of Solomon—three thou- 
sand six hundred overseers of the people 
doing the work. “He also built Ashur and 
Megiddo, and Gezer and Beth-Horon the 
greater, and Baalath. “However, it was af- 
ter he built the house of the Lord and the 
wall around Jerusalem that he built those 
cities. 

46While still living, David commanded 
Solomon, saying, “Behold, take with you 
Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite'from 
Hebron,t “who cursed me with 2 grievous 
curse in the day I was going to the encamp- 
ments. *But-he came down to meet me at 
the Jordan, and I swore to nim by the Lord, 
saying, ‘He shall not be put to death with 
the sword.’ -Now therefore, do not hi old 
him guiltless, for you are a wise man 
know what to do to him., But bring his gray 
hair with blood down to the grave.” 


æ. Shimei Is Killed -=~ 


Then the king sent and called for 
Shimei and said to him, “Build yourself a 
house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and 
do not leave for any reason. °'For on the 
day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, 
know for certain you shall surely die; and 
your blood shall be on your own head. ” So 
the king forced him to take an oath that 
day. 52Then Shimei said to the king, “What 
you have said is good, O my lord and king. 
Thus your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt 
in Jerusalem three years. 

Now at the end of three years, two of 
Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish the son 
of Maachah, king of Gath. They told 
Shimei, saying, “Behold, your slaves are in 
Gath.” 54Shimei then arose, saddled his 
donkey, and went to Achish at Gath to seek 
his slaves, So Shimei went and brought his 
Slaves from Gath, “But Solomon was told 











| 


i MŘ 


Shimei. had gone from Jerusalem to Gath 


and brought back his servants. | © 

56Then the king sent and called for 
Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make 
you swear by the Lord and warn you, say- 
ing, ‘Know for certain on the day you leave 
Jerusalem: and go to the right or the left, 
you shall surely die’? 51'Why then did you 
not keep the oath of the Lord and the com- 
mandment I gave you?” The king also 
said to Shimei; “You know and your heart 


acknowledges all the wickedness you did 
to my father David, and now the Lord has 
returned your wickedness on your own 


head. "But King Solomon shall be blessed, 
and the throne of David shall be estab- 
lished before the Lord forever.”t So King 
Solomon commanded Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, and he went out and struck 
Shimei down; and he died. ©'Thus King 
Solomon was exceedingly prudent and 
wise, and Judah and all Israel were as 
many as the sand of the sea in number, eat- 
ing and drinking and rejoicing. 


=. The Reign of King Solomon ==- 


62Now Solomon was ruler in all the king- 
doms; and they. brought him gifts, and 
served Solomon all the days of his life. 
6Then Solomon went to open the domain 


of Lebanon, tand he built Thermae in the 


desert.t Moreover, Solomon’s daily provi- 
sion was thirty measures of the finest 
wheat flour and sixty measures of ground 
meal, ten chosen calves and twenty pas- 
tured oxen and a hundred sheep, and, be- 
sides this, deer and gazelles and choice fed 
hens, “because there was a governor all 
along the opposite shore of the river from 
Raphia unto Gaza, in all the kingdoms on 
the opposite shore of the river. 67Thus he 


had peace from all his territories around 


him, and Judah and Israel dwelt confi- 


dently, each man under his own vine and 


his own fig tree, eating al d drinking from 
Dan to Beersheba all the days of Solomon. 
~ 8BNow Solomon’ s officials were Azariah, 
the son of Zadok, the priest, and Orniah, 


the son of Nathan, who was ruler of the 


standing guard, and Edram was over his 
house, and Zoba the scribe, and Baasha, 


2:46-49 David the prophet. prophesied the death of Shimei; thereon the vengeance taken, on him by 


Solomon was also at the Lord's direction... 


2:59 This is a prophecy regarding the, eternal reign: and rule € Christ over His kingdom, for iei promise 


God gave David was established in the Son of David. - 


2:64 Thermae means “hot baths.” 
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3 KINGDOMS 2:69 
the son of Achithalam, writing memoirs, 
and Abi. the son of Joab, the chief captain, 
and Achira, the son of Edrahi, over the la- 
bor force, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
over the temple-court and over the brick- 
works, and Zechariah, the son of Nathan, 
the counselor. ®Solomon had forty thou- 
sand breeding horses for chariots and 
twelve thousand horsemen. ’’So there was 
a ruler in every kingdom from the river to 
the land of the foreigners and the bound- 
aries of Egypt. 

71Thus Solomon the son of David ruled 
over Israel and Judah in Jerusalem. 


«n Offerings to False Gods > 


Meanwhile the people burned incense 
on the high places, because there was 
still no house built for the name of the 




















9The Lord was pleased that Solomon | 
asked this.t !°So the Lord said to him, “Be. | 
cause you asked for this, and have not | 
asked for long life for yourself; nor haye 





you asked for riches, nor for the life of your 


enemies, but asked understanding for 
yourself, to understand judgment—'\p¢. - 
hold, I have done according to your words 
Behold, I have given you an understanding - 


and wise heart, so there has not been any. 


one like you before you, nor shall anyone 


like you arise after you. T also gave yoy 


what you did not ask—both riches and | 
honor—so there has been no man like you 
among kings. If you walk in My ways, and 
keep My statutes and commandments, as | 
your father David did, then I will multiply 


your days.” 
14Solomon awoke, and indeed it was a 


Lord.t 2But Solomon loved the Lord, walk- | dream: He arose and came to Jerusalem 
ing in the statutes of his father David, | and stood before the altar, before the ark of 
except that he sacrificed and burned | the covenant of the Lord in Zion. He of 
incense on the high places. *Now the king | fered burnt offerings and peace offerings, 


arose and went to Gibeon to Sacrifice there, 
for that was the great high place. Solomon 
offered a thousand burnt offerings on the 
altar at Gibeon. 


m. God Appears to Solomon > 

4The Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night, and the Lord said to him, 
“Make a particular request for yourself.”t 
5Solomon said, “You have shown great 
mercy to Your servant David my father, be- 
cause he walked before You in truth, and 
with You in righteousness and uprightness of 
heart. You have continued this great kind- 
ness for him, and gave him a son to sit on his 
throne, as I do today. *Now, O Lord my God, 
You made Your servant king in place of my 
father David, but I am a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. "Your ser- 
vant is in the midst of Your people whom You 
chose, a great people, who will not be num- 
bered. "Therefore give Your servant a heart to 
hear and judge Your people in righteousness, 
and to discern between good and evil. For 
who can judge this great people of Yours?” 








and made a feast for himself and all his ser- 


vants. 


w Solomon’s Judgment -> 
I5Now two women who were prostitutes 
appeared before the king and stood before 
him. '6One woman said, “O my lord, this 
woman and | dwell in the same house, and 
we gave birth in the house. !7On the third 
day after I gave birth, this woman also gave | 
birth. We were together. No one was with US | 
in the house except the two of us. !8But this | 


/woman’s son died that night, because she 
‘lay on him. !8So she arose in the middle 


the night and took my son from my side; and 


she laid him in her bosom, and her deat 


child in my bosom. 2°When I rose in thè 
morning to nurse my son, he was dead. DU 


when I had examined him in the morning 
indeed, he was not my son whom I bor 


21Then the other woman said, “No, but the 
living one is my son, and the dead one 
your son.” Thus they spoke before the kil | 
22Then the king said to them, “One sað 
‘This is my son, who lives, and your son 8 : 


3:1-3 This passage speaks prophetically to our times. Solomon loved the Lord, yet because there was (@ | 
house built—no temple—the king and his subjects burned incense on the high places, that is, to false | 
gods, Today, there are those who say they love Christ but stay outside the Church, and their destiny st 


lapse into error. 


3:4 The Lord who appeared to Solomon was the Son of God, for He is the Word of God the Father. 
3:9-13 Solomon did not ask for long life, or riches, or the life of his enemies, for such things are of this 
world; therefore, God readily heard his prayer (JohnChr). Rather, he asked for virtues such as  — 


understanding and judgment, which belong to the crown of the virtues. These virtues enable one t? | 
“discern both good and evil” (Heb 5:13, 14). | Alain MATS enak a i | 
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the dead one’; and the other says, ‘No, but 
your son is the dead one, and my son is the 
living one.’” 28So the king said, “Bring me 
a sword.” They brought a sword before the 
king. 24*The king then said, “Divide the liv- 
ing nursing child in two, and give half to 
this woman and half to the other.” 25But the 


woman whose son was living spoke up to | 


the king, for she yearned with compassion 
for her son. She said, “My lord, give her the 
living child, and by no means kill him.” But 
the other said, “Let him be neither mine nor 
yours, but divide him.” 26So the king an- 
swered and said, “Give the child to the one 
who said, ‘By no means kill him.’ She is his 
mother.” 2’Then all Israel heard this judg- 
ment the king rendered, and they feared 
the king; for they saw the wisdom of God 
was in him to administer justice.t 


—®, Solomon’s Administrators sm 

So King Solomon ruled over Israel. | 

“His officials were the scribes, Azariah 
the son of Zadok, \2and: Elikoreph” and 
Ahijah, the sons of Shisha; and the 
recorder, Jehoshaphat the son of Anilud; 
tand the priests, Zadok and Abiathar, the 


priests; °Azariah, the son of Nathan, over 
Zabud the son of | 


the administrators; 
Nathan, the king’s companion; ®Ahishar, 
over the household; and Eliab, the son of 
Saph, over the people; and Adoniram the 
son of Abda, over the tribute. | 
Solomon had twelve governors over all 
Israel, who provided food for the king and 
his household; each one made provision for 
one month of the year. "They were the son 
of Hur, in the mountains of Ephraim, one 
month; *the son of Rechab in Makaz and 
Bethlehem and Beth Shemesh and Elon as 
far as Beth Hanan, one month; Uthe son of 
Hesed, in Arubboth; to him belonged So- 
choh and all the land of Hepher, one 
month; the son of Abinadab, in all the re- 
gions of Dor; he had Taphath the daughter 


of Solomon as his wife, one month; Baana 
the son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, 


and all the house of Shean, which is beside 
Zaretan below Jezreel, from Beth Shean 


and Abel Meholah, as far as the other side | — 


of Jokneam, one month; !“the son of Geber, 
in Ramoth Gilead; to him belonged the re- 


gion of Argob in Bashan—sixty large cities | 


with walls and pronze gaie -bars, one 








month; MAhinadab the son of Iddo, in Ma- 
hanaim, one month; “Ahimaaz in Naph- 
tali; he also took Basemath the daughter of 
Solomon as wife, one month; !®Baanah the 
son of Hushai in Maaleth, one month; 
l7Shimei the son of Elahom in Benjamin; 
\l8Geber the son of Adai, in the land of Gad, 
in the country of Sihon king of Heshbon, 


and Og king of Bashan, one month; 'Je- 


hoshaphat the son of Paruah in Issachar. 


In this manner the governors provided 
everything King Solomon requested 


| for the king's table, each man in his month. 


They did not change a thing; even the bar- 


ley and the grain stalks for the horses and 


the chariots they brought to the place 
where the king was, each man according to 
his appointment. “What was needed for 


| Solomon in one day were thirty measures 
of the finest wheat flour, sixty measures of 
| beaten ground meal, “ten chosen calves, 


| twenty pastured oxen, a hundred sheep, 
and besides this, deer and gazelles, and 
choice fatted hens, 4because there was a 
governor all along the opposite shore of the 
river. So he had peace in all his territories 
round about. 


~. The Greatness of Solomon’s Wisdom =- 


“The Lord gave discernment to Solomon, 
exceedingly great wisdom and a heart as 
broad as the sand beside the sea. ®Thus 
Solomon increased beyond the understand- 
ing of all the ancient men, even beyond all 
the learned men of Egypt; "and he was 
made wise beyond every man. He was even 
made wise beyond Ethan, the Ezrahite, and 
Herman. and Chalcol and Darda, the sons of 
Mahol. *Solomon spoke three thousand 
parables, and there were five thousand of 
his songs. "He spoke about wood from the 
cedars in Lebanon, and the hyssop that 
grows out through the wall; and he spoke 
about cattle, birds, reptiles, and fish. !°So all 
the people came to hear Solomon’ S wisdom, 


and he received gifts from all the kings of 


the earth who heard his wisdom. 


i. Solomon Takes a Wife m- 


!!Solomon took the daughter of Pharaoh 
for his wife, and he brought her into the 


City of David until he completed the house 


of the Lord, and his own vanuse and the walls 





3:27 Wisdom and wath go together for aie a diine beb one without the other (Am bM): 
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of Jerusalem.t Then Pharaoh the king of 
Egypt went up and conquered Gezer and 
burned it, along with the Canaanites who 
were living in Mergab; and. Pharaoh gave | 
letters to his daughter, the wife of Solomon, 


and Solomon rebuilt Gezer. 











ken apart there; then you can take they 
away. You shall fulfill my desire by giving 
food for my household,” Then Hiram aye 
Solomon cedar logs and everything p | 
wished. Solomon gaye Hiram two 
thousand measures of wheat as food for hi 
household, and twenty baths of pure Olive 
oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram every ye, 
So the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as 
He had promised him, and there was Deace 
between Hiram and Solomon; and the tyy 
of them made a treaty-together. 2°Then the 
king raised up a labor force out of all Israg 
and the labor force was thirty thousang 
men. *°He sent them to Lebanon, ten thoy. 
sand a month in shifts. They were in 


œ. Preparation for Building the Temple = | 
'3Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his ser- | 
vants to anoint Solomon in place of his fa- 
ther David, because Hiram had always 
loved David. Then Solomon sent to Hi- 
ram, saying, “You know how my father | 
David could not build a house for the name 
of the Lord his God because of the wars 
that were fought against him on every side, 
until the Lord put his foes under the soles | Lebanon for one month and at home for 
of his feet. *But now the Lord my God has | two months: and Adoniram was in charge | 
given me rest on every side. There is nei- | of the labor force. 27Solomon had seventy 
ther adversary nor evil occurrence: !’Be- | thousand who carried burdens, and eighty 
hold, I’ propose to build a house ‘for the | thousand who quarried stone in the moun- 
name of the Lord my God, as the Lord | tain, 28with an additional: three thousand | 
spoke to my father David, saying: “Your | six hundred from the chiefs of Solomon's 
son, whom I will set on your throne in your | deputies; who: supervised. the people whe 
place, he shall build the house for My Jabored in the work. 29 They prepared the 
name. “Now therefore, command them'to | stones and the trees in:three years.t 
cut down cedars for me from ‘Lebanon. My < t OF 
servants will be with your: servants, and I æ Solomon Constructs the Temple -> 
will pay you wages for your serväānts; ac- | In the four hundred fortieth year after 
cording to whatever you say; because you | U. the children of Israel came out of the 
know we have no one who knows how to | land of Egypt. in the fourth year of Sol 
cut timber like the Sidonians.” i omon’s reign over Israel, in the secon 
“S0' when Hiram heard Solomon’s | month, 2the king issued a command, and 
words, he rejoiced greatly and said, | they put great costly stones into the foun: 
“Blessed be the Lord today, who gave | dation of the house. These stones were nol 
David a wise son over this great people.” touched by an axe.t 3The sons of Solomon 
Then he sent to Solomon, saying, “I‘have cut them, and the sons of Hiram placed 
heard the message you sent me, and I will | them. ‘In the fourth year. he laid the foul 
do everything you desire concerning the | dation of the Lord’s house in the month 
cedar and pine logs. "My servants shall | Nisan, the second month. 5In the elevent 
bring them down from Lebanon to the sea; | year, in the month Bul. that is, the eight! 
I will float them in rafts by sea to the place | month, the house was completed according 


you indicate to me, and will have them bro- | to his every word and his every mandate: 





m 





3:11 The Mosaic Law commanded the sons of Israel not to marry foreign women (Ex 34:16; Dt 7:14): 
This commandment also prophesied the ultimate result of such marriages—namely, that these women 
would turn these sons to idolatry, Solomon transgressed the commandment by’ marrying the daughtel — 
of Pharaoh, and she, along with his many other foreign wives, ultimately turned his heart away from 
the Lord to serve other gods (ch. 11), Thus, disobedience to a seemingly minor commandment made hiM | 
guilty of breaking the whole Law (Jam 2:10). Regardless of how wise a leader may be, all kingdoms in 
this world are only temporary, and will end because of some weakness in the leadership. Only the king 
dom of Christ will endure forever. ale £9 | RTO OTe. TCU 


5:29 It took three years to prepare the stones and the trees for building the temple. Similarly, the Lo” | 


spent three years preparin His apostles and people to form His Church. | 
6:2 The house was a type of the Church. The foundation stones speak of the twelve apostles, and 1e% 

Christ is the Chief Cornerstone (Eph 2:19, 20), 109 oro | im Nast li na | Hid 
6:5 The completion of the house was according to every word and mandate of the king. Likewise, te | 
completion of the Church is based on “every word that proceeds from the meeps Tomer | 
people live by:these words.» oli inortyiv’ ano ad Jones marti iot veritonat or aby et 
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Now the house King Solomon built for 
the Lord was sixty cubits in length, twenty 
cubits wide, and twenty-five cubits high, 
The vestibule in front of the sanctuary of 
the house ‘was twenty cubits long across 
the width of the house, and the width of the 
vestibule extended ten cubits from. the 
front of the house. He built the house and 
completed it. SHe made hidden windows 
from which to look from the house. 
’Against the wall of the temple, he placed 
beams all around—against the walls of the 
temple, and all around the sanctuary and 





inner sanctuary. He also made side cham- 


bers all around it. "The lowest side cham- 
ber was five cubits wide, the middle was six 
cubits wide, and the third was seven'cubits 
wide; for he made a space around the out- 
side-of the temple, so the support beams 
would not be fastened into the walls of the 
temple. | 
When the temple was being built, it was 


built with stones finished at the quarry, so | 


no hammer or axe or any iron tool was 
heard in the temple while it was being 


built.t The doorway for the lower ‘side | 


chamber was on the right side of the tem- 
ple. They went up by spiraled stairs'to' the 
middle story, and from the middle to. the 
third. 2S0 he built the temple and finished 


it, and he gave the temple a ceiling: with | 


beams and boards of cedar. He built the 
bonding of the superstructure to the foun: 
dation throughout the entire temple, each 
five cubits high; they were attached to the 
temple with cedar beams. 


æ The Holy of Holies .= 

‘Then he framed the inside walls of the 
temple with cedar boards. From the floor of 
the temple to the ceiling, he paneled the in- 
Side with wood, holding it together with 
wood from within; and he covered the floor 
of the temple with planks of pine. !®Then he 
built the twenty-cubit room at the rear of 
the temple, from floor to ceiling beams, 
with cedar boards: he built it inside as the 
inner sanctuary, as the holy of holies. ‘The 


6:11 The temple was built with stones finished at the quarry. When they brought them to the temple 


temple sanctuary was forty cubits long in 
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front. “He prepared the inner sanctuary in- 
side the temple to set the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord there. The inner 
sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty 
cubits wide, and twenty cubits high. He 
overlaid it with pure gold, and made an al- 
tar at the front of the shrine;t 2°and he over- 
laid it with pure gold. 2\He overlaid the 
whole temple with gold until he finished 
gilding the whole temple. Á 


-™ Holy Images 7- 
2Inside the inner sanctuary, he made 
two cherubim standing majestically, each 
ten cubits high.t 22One wing of the cherub 
was five cubits, and the other wing of the 
cherub, five cubits. It was ten cubits from 
the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 


“The other cherub was ten cubits; both 


cherubim were of the same size and shape. 
The height of'one cherub was ten cubits, 
and so was the other cherub. 26Then he set 
both cherubim inside the inner room: and 
they stretched out the wings of the cheru- 
bim, so the wing of one touched one wall, 


-and the wing of the other cherub touched 


the other wall. Their wings touched each 
other in the middle of the room: 27He als 
overlaid the cherubim with gold. H 
“8Then he carved. all the walls of the tem- 
ple all around; both the inner and outer 
Sanctuaries, with carved figures of cheru- 
bim-and palm trees.'29He overlaid the floor 
of the temple with gold; both the inner and 


outer sanctuaries. 


For the entrance of the inner Sanctuary, 


Fi he made doors of juniper wood: the lintel 


and doorposts were one-fifth of the wall: 
*!The two doors were of pine wood: and he 
carved on them figures of cherubim, palm 
trees, and open flowers, and overlaid them 
with, gold. The gold went down over the 
cherubim and the palm trees. °2For the door 
of the sanctuary, he also made doorposts of 
juniper wood, one-fourth of the wall. And 
the two doors were of pine; two panels 
comprised one folding door, and two 





site, they fit, speaking of the Church, St. Paul writes, “the whole building, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord” (Eph 2:21), Similarly, “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spir- 
tual house” (1Pt 2:5), Christ Himself fashions these stones and brings them together. RUOTE 

‘19-21 The temple, was made beautiful not as a show of riches, but because the Lord dwelled there 
(8:25, 9:3). St. Paul-calls the Church “a dwelling place of God. in the Spirit" (Eph 2:22), 


We 
(Ex 


6:22-36 Just as there were holy images in the temple, soiin the churches from the earliest days, there ~ 
re Images or icons of Christ and His saints. We must not confuse the warning against idol'worship 
20:4, 5) with the presence of holy images in the Church and in the temple. We wien) 
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panels comprised the other folding door. 
3Then he carved cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers on them, and overlaid the fig- 
ures in relief with gold. “He built the inner 
court with three rows of hewn stone and a 
row of cedar beams. “He built the curtain 





of the courtyard of the porch of the house 


at the front of the temple. 


æ The Skill of Hiram -=> 

7 Now King Solomon sent and brought 
Hiram from Tyre.t 2He was the son of a 
widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his 
father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; 
he was filled with skill, understanding, and 
knowledge in working with all kinds of 
bronze work. So he was brought to King 

Solomon and did all his work. 


æ Two Bronze Pillars =~ 


3He cast two pillars for the porch of the 
house, each one eighteen cubits high, anda 


line of fourteen cubits measured the cir- 


cumference of each; and the thickness was 
four fingers to the hollow portion; and the 
second pillar was similar. “Then he made 
two capitals of cast bronze to set on the 
tops of the pillars. The height of one capital 
was five cubits, and the height of the other, 
five cubits. He made two lattice-works to 
cover the capitals on top of the pillars, a lat- 
tice-work for one capital and a lattice-work 
for the other capital: “And he made a hang- 
ing work, two rows of cast copper pome- 
granates, a hanging work, row upon row: 
and he did the same for the other capital. 
‘Then he set up the pillars by the vestibule 
of the temple; he set up the pillar on the 
right, and called it Jachin, and he set up the 
pillar on the left, and called it Boaz. 8The 


capitals on the pillars in the hall were in | 


the shape of lilies, four cubits high. "There 


was a roof on both pillars, and beyond the | 
sides was a capital, one beam in thickness. | 


-™ A Large Pond => 


He made the sea of cast bronze, ten cu- | 








blossom, and it was a handbreadth , | 
thickness. There were twelve oxen unde | 
the sea. Three looked toward the North 
three looked toward the west, three looke 
toward the south, and three looked tow 
the east. All their back parts pointeg re 
ward and the sea was set upon them, : 


«». The Bases (Carts) of Bronze >, 
l4He also made ten bases of bronze: each 
base was five cubits long, four cubits wide 
and six cubits high. This was the desig, | 
of the bases. They had panels, and the pap, | 


| 


els were between the reliefs; !*the relief 


were lions, oxen, and cherubim. Above and 
below the lions and oxen were spaces for, 
hanging work. Every base had four 
bronze wheels, and the attachments to the | 
wash basins were bronze, with four parts 
to them, and supports under each wash 
basin, !ŝand axles of bronze; and the height 


of one wheel was-a cubit and a half. "The 


workmanship of the wheels was like the 

workmanship of a chariot wheel; their axle 

pins, their rims, their spokes, and ther 

hubs were all of cast bronze. 2°There were 

four supports at the four corners of each 

base; its Supports were part of the base t- 

self. 2!On the top of the base, at the height | 
of half a cubit; it was perfectly round. And | 
on the top of the base, its axles and its pat | 
els were of the same casting. 22On its pat: | 
els he engraved cherubim, lions, and palm i 
trees, wherever there was a clear space on 
each; and they went all around. 2Thus he 

made the ten bases. There was one pattem 

and one measure in all of them. 24Then hê 

made ten washbasins of bronze; each; 
washbasin contained forty baths. On eat! 

of the ten bases was a washbasin. 25He Du! 

five bases on the right side of the hous 

and five on the left side of the house. He së 

the sea on the right side of the house, t0 

ward the southeast. 


_..« The Temple Furnishings @ 
Hiram made the washbasin, the sho 


bits from one brim to the other; it was com- 
pletely round. It was five cubits high and | 
thirty cubits around the circumference. | 
!1Below its brim were supports encircling it 
all around, ten cubits high, all the way 
around to hold up the sea. !2Its mouth was 
as the mouth of a drinking vessel, a lily 


els, and the bowls. So Hiram finished doms 
all the work he was to do for King Solomo 
for the house of the Lord: 2’the two pillat 
the two bowl-shaped capitals on top of th 
two pillars; the two lattice-works covera 
‘the two bowl-shaped capitals on top off 
pillars; four hundred pomegranates — 
7:1, 2 As Hiram was filled with skill, wisdom, and understanding to offer his bronze work in the tem 
et ji iis Holy Spirit gives His gifts to the Church for the “edifying of the body of Christ” K 
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the two lattice-works (two rows of pome- | 2All the doorways and doorposts had rec- 
granates for each lattice-work, to cover the | tangular frames; and the windows were op- 
two bowl-shaped capitals on top of the pil- | posite one another in three tiers. 
lars); 2°the ten bases, and ten washbasins He also made the porch of pillars. It 
on the bases; one sea and twelve oxen un- | was fifty cubits long and thirty cubits wide. 
der the sea, ‘'the pots, the shovels, and all | In front of them was a portico with pillars, 
the equipment. Hiram made all these arti- | and a canopy was in front of them. “Then 
cles for King Solomon for the house of the | he made a porch for the throne, the hall of 
Lord. All the works Hiram made for the | judgment, where he might judge. “The 
king, the forty-eight pillars of the king’s | house where he dwelt had one courtyard 
house and the house of the Lord, were en- | that had access to these, of similar work- 
tirely of bronze. **There was no measure of | manship. Solomon also made a house 
the bronze from which he made all these | across from this porch for Pharaoh’s 
works in such great number. There was no | daughter, whom he had taken as wife. 
limit to the measure of the bronze. In the 46All these things were made out of 
plain of Jordan, the king had them cast in | costly stones that had been fastened at the 
clay molds, between Succoth and Seir. spaces inside, and at the foundation up to 
4Thus Solomon dedicated all the fur- | the eaves, and outside as far as the great 
nishings he made for the house of the Lord: | courtyard, “where the foundation was laid 
the altar of gold; the table on which was the | with huge costly stones, ten cubits and 
showbread, also of gold; the. lamp stands | eight cubits high, 48very costly, according to 
of pure gold, five on the right side and five | measure, uncut, and with cedars. #For the 
on the left in front of the inner sanctuary, | great courtyard round about, there were 
with the oil containers; the lamps and the | three rows uncut, and a row fastened with 
wick-trimmers of gold; **the doorways, the | cedar. °°And Solomon completed his whole 
nails, the bowls, the dishes, and the censers | house. | : 
of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both; m T eee 
for the doors of the inner room—that is, the | “~~ The Ark Is Brought to the Temple -=: 
holy of holies—and. for the doors .of-the | Twenty years later, when Solomon fin- 
main hall of the temple. °7So all the work ished building the house of the Lord 
King Solomon did for the Lord’s house was | and his own house, King Solomon assem- 
finished, and Solomon brought in the holy | bled all the elders of Israel in Zion, to bring 
things of his father David and all the holy | UP the ark of the covenant of the Lord from 
things of Solomon, the silver and gold fur- | the City of David, which is Zion,™ 2in the 
nishings. He put them in the treasuries of | month of Ethanim. *The priests took up the 
the Lord’s house. | ark tand the tabernacle of testimony and 
all the holy furnishings in the tabernacle of 
meeting. "King Solomon and all Israel were 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen 
without number. Then the priests brought 
in the ark to its place, into the inner sanctu- 
ary of the temple, to the holy of holies, 
under the wings of the cherubim. 7For the 
cherubim spread their two wings over the 
place of the ark, and the cherubim over- 
shadowed the ark and the holy things. 8The 
teen to a row. 4!There were three beams | holy staves extended so the ends of the 
and a joint upon a joint, three times over. | poles could be seen from the holy place, in 








æ. Solomon’s Residence -=> 

Now Solomon took thirteen years to 
build his own house. 29He built his house 
with wood of Lebanon; its length was one 
hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and 
its height thirty cubits, with three rows of 
cedar pillars and cedar beams on the pil- 
lars. “He roofed the house with cedar 
above the beams on forty-five pillars, fif- 





8:1-11 The ark was a type of Mary, the Mother of God, and the tablets of the covenant within the ark 
were a type of Christ. For He was conceived in her holy womb by the Holy Spirit. In this conception, He 
took His life-giving flesh from her. His holy flesh is life-giving because He united it to His Divine Nature 
within His one Person. In baptism, we are united to His life-giving flesh in His death and Resurrection, 
and in the Eucharist we partake of His life-giving body and blood. 


———ESSES Sy 0 A 





8:1, 3-7, 9-11 This passage is read on November 20 at Vespers for the Feast of the Entrance of the 
Theotokos into the Temple. ' si 
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front of the inner sanctuary; but they could | who walks before You with all his hear 
not be seen from outside. Nothing was in | You have kept: what You promised Yy, 
the ark except the'two stone tablets, the | servant David my father; You have 
tablets of the covenant Moses put there at | spoken with Your mouth, and fulfilled i 
Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant | with Your hand, as today. “Now, O Lory 
with the children of Israel, after they came | God of Israel, keep what You promised Yoy, 
out of the land of Egypt. When the priests | servant David my father, saying, “You shall 
came out of the holy place, the cloud filled | not fail to have a man sit before Me on the 
the house, !!so the priests could not stand | throne of Israel, so long as your people | 
there ministering because of the cloud; for | guard and keep their ways to walk before 
the glory of the Lord filled the house. Me, as you walked before Me? *4So now, 9 
; | Lord God of Israel, let the word be cop. 
=. Solomon Speaks to the People = — | firmed You spoke to Your servant David my 
Then the king turned around and | father | 
blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while 25“But will God indeed dwell with men on 
ay the assembly of Israel was standing. | earth? If the heaven and the’ heaven of 
“He said, “Blessed be the Lord God of Is- | heaven will not be sufficient for You, how 
rae: togay HO SDRE wito, aa J RER much less even this temple I built in Your 
about my father David, and fulfilled it with | name?t 2Yet, O Lord God of Israel, regan 
brought My people Israel out of Ezyot 1 | My prayennwnichikuur ge. 1>. Pray 
chose no city from any tribe of Israel in. pee IES AL Le 
Rows: AES O T = | open toward this temple day and night, to- 
which to build a house for. My name to be Peat ar : 
ee: ARS .. | ward the place of which You said, ‘My name 
there; but I chose for My Name to be. in | Hall be there’ toch heli Y 
Jerusalem, and I chose David to be over My | $729 € toere, ete praya a 
dr 48 Pe te < p| vant prays in this place day and night 
people Israel.’ Now it was in the heart of | 5, Behe aa 
Mar N Pete 25You will hear the supplication of Your ser- 
my father David to build a temple for the : | 
EP : TA ERGE vant and of Your people Israel when they 
name of the Lord God: of Israel. }*But the Have d thisblace You sal hear mAN 
Lord said to David my father, ‘Since it was | 2 e Ble ae Sok d VGA 
in. your heart to build -a temple for My | EWS aii Piacon Meaven RCC SIT 
name, you did well that;it was in your aa = a) ai eigh 
heart. !7But you shall not build the temple, | , - a anyone sins against his ne i 
but your son who will come from your | 22% 9! he takes up an oath that he shou 
swear, and comes and redeems himself be 


body, he shall build the temple for My ee , 
name.’ !8So the Lord fulfilled His word | fre Your altar in this temple, 30You wil 
hear in heaven, and act, and judge You! 


which He spoke; and I fill the position of | | See icked 
my father David, and sit on the throne of Is- | People Israel; condemning ‘the wicketi 
bringing his way on his own head, and jus- | 


rael, as the Lord promised; and I have built | ~+% farl : 
a temple for the name of the Lord God of | “ying the righteous by giving to him at | 
Israel. '9There I made a place for the ark | COrding to his righteousness. NANG 
which contains the covenant of the Lord, |... When Your people Israel are defeated 
which He made with our fathers when He | Pefore their enemies because they sinned 
brought them out of the land of Egypt.” — | against You, and when they turn back i 
bent You, and confess Your name, and pray aM 
œœ Solomon’s Dedication Prayer > | make supplication to You in this hous? 
0Then Solomon stood before the altar of | then You will hear in heaven and be prod 
the Lord in the presence of all the assembly | tious to the sins of Your people Israel; an’ 
of Israel, and spread out his hands toward | You will bring them back to the land Yo! 
heaven;t 2!and he said, “O Lord God of Is- | gave their fathers. T Pas i 
rael, there is no God like You in heaven 
above or on earth below, who keep Your 
covenant and Your mercy with Your servant 
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—%3"When heaven is shut up and there 8 
no rain because they have sinned e >i 
You, and when they pray toward this plac 





8:20-52 The New Testament counterpart of Solomon's prayer is the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ in’ | 
Jn 17, before His Passion, presenting the Church to His Father, = i ; hag-an Jaber ae 
8:25 Solomon asked, But will God indeed dwell with men on earth? He answered in the negative only | 
in relation to temples made with hands. However, the positive answer relates to the incarnation: fon mi | 
God the Son was made flesh for our salvation: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” in ii 






and confess Your name, and turn from their | heart and with all their soul in the land of 
sins, whenever they humble themselves— | their enemies who led them away captive, 
“You will hear from heaven, and be propi- | and pray to You toward their land You gave 
tious to the sins of Your servant and Your | to their fathers, the city You chose, and the 
people Israel; that You may teach them the | temple I built for Your name— “then You 
good way in which to walk, and send rain | will hear in heaven from Your dwelling 
on the land You gave Your people as an in- | place; 48and You will be propitious in their 
heritance. | ; | unrighteousness in which they sinned 

“When there is famine in the land; | against You, and in all their transgressions 
when there is death; when there is burning, | by which they broke faith with You; and 
locusts, or blight; when their enemy. be- | You will grant them compassion. before 
sieges them in one of their cities; whatever | those. who took them captive, and they 
plague or affliction there is; 36whatever | will have compassion on them; “for they 
prayer and supplication shall be offered by | are Your people and Your. inheritance, 
any man, as each one might know the | Whom You brought out of the land of 
plague of his heart, and will spread: out his | Egypt. out of the midst of the iron furnace. 
hands toward this house— 37You will hear “Let Your eyes and Your ears be open to 
in heaven from Your dwelling place, and be | the supplication of Your servant and the 
propitious and act; and You will give to | supplication of Your people Israel, to hear 
everyone according to all his ways, whose | them about everything, whenever they call 
heart You know; for You alone know the | tO You. °'For You, O Lord and Master, sepa- 
hearts of all the children of men. 38So they | rated them from all the peoples of the earth 
will fear You all the days they live in the | to be Your inheritance; .as You said by Your 
land which You gave'to our fathers. servant. Moses when You- brought our fa- 

“Even the foreigner who is not of Your | thers out of Egypt.” > 1 | 
people,t “when he comes and prays in this |” !hen Solomon said concerning the 
temple, #!You will hear in heaven from Your | 20USe he had finished building: 
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dwelling place; and'do according tó ail for | “The Lord made known the sun in 
which the foreigner calls'to You. This so all | H ae th dy tuned 

people will know Your name and fear You, | Ż TRTA ose dwelling in- 

as do Your people Israel. They will know | eae etl Sues. ee 
Your name is called upon in this house | | Build My house, a house of splendor 
built. for yourself, 


When Your people go out to ‘battle To dwell in newness. 


against their enemies wherever You send Reus Hs nob written: in; the book. of 
them, and when they pray in the name of | 
the Lord toward the city You chose, and m Solomon Blesses the People .= 


the temple I built for Your name— then | ~ s3yhen Solomon finished praying all his 
You will hear their prayer and supplica- prayer and supplication to the Lord, he rose 
tion in heaven. You will make-a righteous | up from before the altar of the Lord, after 
Judgment for them. “When they. sin kneeling on his knees with his hands 
against You (for there is no one who does | spread up to heaven. 4Then he stood and 
not sin), and You become angry with them, | blessed the whole assembly of Israel-with a 
and deliver them to the enemy; and they | loud voice and said, 5“Blessed be the Lord 
are taken captive to the land of the enemy, | this day, who gave rest to His people Israel, 
far or near; “yet when they turn their just as He promised. Not one word has 
hearts in the land where they were carried failed of all His good words He spoke 
Captive, and repent, and make supplica- | through His servant Moses. | 

tion to You in the land of their captivity, °6“May the Lord our God be with us as 
Saying, ‘We have sinned and done wrong,’ | He was with our fathers. May He not leave 
and they return to You with all their! us nor forsake us,t 5’that He may incline 





8:39-41 Does God hear the prayer of those not of His people when they come and pray in the temple? 
e answer is clear here, as it isin Acts 10:2-4, when.the Lord hears the prayers of the not-yet-baptized 


Cornelius, 


8:56 As he blesses the people, Solomon borrows from the promise in Dt 31:6, which is also repeated in 
Heb 13:5: May He not leave us nor forsake us. |. jiftiew 3 ©) vv : 
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our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His | wanted to do,t *the Lord appeared tg 
ways and to keep all His commandments | Solomon a second time, as He appeared t, | 
and His statutes that He commanded our | him at Gibeon. *The Lord said to him, | | 
fathers. 58May these words with which I | heard your prayer and the supplication yo, 
have made supplication before the Lord | made before Me; I have done for you every. | 
stand near the Lord our God day and night, | thing in your prayer. I consecrated thig 
to maintain the cause of His servant and | house you built to place My name there for. 
the cause of His people Israel as each day | ever, and My eyes and My heart will be 
may require; 5*that all the peoples of the | there all the days. ‘Now if you walk before | 
earth may know the Lord is God, and there | Me as your father David walked, with 
is no other. Let your heart therefore be | integrity of heart and in uprightness, and 
perfect to the Lord our God, that you walk | you do everything I commanded him and 
piously in His statutes, and keep His com- | keep My statutes and My judgments, *then 
mandments, as today.” I will establish the throne of your kingdom 
| over Israel forever, as I said to David your 

=. Solomon Consecrates the Temple > father, saying, ‘There shall not fail a man to 

61Then the king and all the children of Is- | be ruler in Israel.’ | 
rael offered sacrifices before. the Lord. 6“But if you or your sons turn from Me 
62King Solomon made a sacrifice of peace | and do not keep My commandments and 
offerings and offered it to the Lord: twenty- | My statutes Moses set before you, but go 
two thousand bulls. and one hundred | and serve other gods and worship them, 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all | 7then I will cut off Israel from the land | 
the children of Israel dedicated the house | gave them. I will cast from: My sight this | 
of the Lord. On that day, the king conse- | house which I made holy by My name. Is- 
crated the middle of the court that was in | rael will be destroyed; and will become but 
front of the house of the Lord. There he of- | prattle among the peoples. 8As for this ex- © 
fered burnt offerings, grain offerings, and | alted house, everyone who passes by it will 
the fat of the peace offerings, because the | be astonished, and will hiss and say, ‘Why 
bronze altar before the Lord was too small | did the Lord do this to this land and to this 
to receive the burnt offerings and the peace | house?’ 9Then they will answer, ‘Because 
offerings. they forsook the Lord their God, who 

“0n that day, Solomon made a feast, and | brought their fathers out of the land of 
all Israel was with him, a great assembly | Egypt, out of the house of bondage, and 
from the entrance of Hamath to the river of | they embraced other gods and worshiped 
Egypt, before the Lord our God in the | and served them. That.is. why the Lord 
house he built, eating, drinking, and rejoic- | brought all this calamity on them.’ ” 
ing before the Lord our God for seven Then Solomon brought the daughter of 
days.t ®On the eighth day, he sent the peo- | Pharaoh from the City of David into the 
ple away and blessed them. Each one went | house he built for himself in those days. 
to his tent, joyful and with a good heart for | | 

~ The Pact with Hiram 7> 


all the good the Lord did for His servant | | 
David and for Israel His people, "Now twenty years later, after Solomon 
built the two houses, the house of the Lor 
and the king’s house, !2Hiram the king 0 
Now when Solomon had finished | Tyre helped supply Solomon, as much as he 
building the house of the Lord and the | desired, with cedar and pine and gold. 
king’s house, and everything Solomon | Then King Solomon gave Hiram twenl 
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æ. God Appears Again to Solomon -= 





8:64 The temple, open for worship, found the people eating, drinking, and rejoicing before the Lord. 
After the day of Pentecost, the people were again “in the temple," eating their food “with gladness 
and simplicity of heart” (Acts 2:46). yh | t 

9:1-9 The Lord who appeared to Solomon was the Son and Word of God. This was His second appe@™ 
ance to him. (The first appearance was in 3:4-13.) In this second appearance, He gave Solomon a 
twofold message. First He gave an assurance: | have done for you everything in your prayer (v. 3): 
Everything the king asked for was given. But secondly came a warning; If you or your sons turn from 
Me (v. 6), | will cast from My sight this house (v. 7). While we come “boldly to the throne of grace” 4 | 
(Heb 4:16), we also confess, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb 10:31). ms | 
When we proclaim God's promises, we must also proclaim His warnings. | E 
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cities in the land of Galilee. 38o Hiram 
went from Tyre to Galilee to see the cities 
Solomon gave him, but they were not 
pleasing to him. “He said, “What are these 
cities you gave me, my brother?” So he 
called them frontier cities to- this day. 
isThen Hiram sent Solomon one hundred 
and twenty talents of gold. '6King Solomon 
also built a fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, 
near Elath on the shore of the sea, in the 
land of Edom. '’Then Hiram sent his ser- 
vants with the fleet, seamen who knew the 
sea, to work with the servants of Solomon. 
\8They came to Ophir, and acquired one 
hundred twenty talents of gold from there, 
and brought it to King Solomon. 


æ. The Queen of Sheba a 


10 Now when the queen of Sheba 
heard of the fame of Solomon: con- 
cerning the name of the Lord, she came to 
test him with hard questions.t 2She came to 
Jerusalem with a very large retinue, with 
camels that bore ‘spices, a great deal of 


gold, and precious stones. When she came | 


to Solomon, she spoke with him about 
everything in her heart. 250 Solomon 
answered all her questions. There was 
nothing so difficult for the king that he 
could not explain it to her. ‘When the 
queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of 
Solomon, and the house he built, 5Sol- 
omon’s food, the seating of his servants; the 
service of his waiters and their apparel, his 
cupbearers, and the burnt offering he 
offered in the house of the Lord, she was 
completely amazed. 

‘Then she said to King Solomon, “The re- 
port I heard in my land about your words 
and your wisdom was true. 7However, I did 
not believe those who told me until I came 
and saw with my own eyes; and indeed, 
half of what I see was not told me. You 
added to the good thing I heard in my land. 
‘Happy are your wives, and happy are 
these your servants, who stand continually 
before you and hear your wisdom. °Blessed 
be the Lord your God, who delights in you, 
setting you on the throne of Israel. For the 
Lord so loved Israel as to make it stand for- 
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ever. Therefore He made you king over 
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them, to make judgment and do righteous- 
ness,’ 

“Then she gave Solomon one hundred 
twenty talents of gold, spices, and precious 


stones in great quantity. There was never 


again such abundance of spices as the 
queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
UThe ships of Hiram that brought gold 
from Ophir also brought great quantities of 
uncut timber and precious stones. !2The 
king made supports from the uncut timber 
for the house of the Lord and for the king’s 
house, as well as harps and stringed instru- 
ments for the singers. There never again 
came such uncut timber, nor has the like 
been seen to this day. '3Now King Solomon 
gave the queen of Sheba everything she de- 
sired, whatever she asked, besides all he 
had given her by the hand of King 
Solomon. Then she turned and went to her 
own country, she and her servants. 


= Solomon’s Wealth SP 
The weight of gold that came to 


Solomon in a year was six hundred sixty- 


six taients of gold, in addition to that from 
traveling merchants, from the income of 
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and 
from the governors of the country. 
l6Solomon made three hundred spears of 
hammered gold, with three hundred 
Shekels of gold in each spear. "He also 


made three hundred weapons of ham- 


mered gold, with three minas of gold that 
went into each weapon. The king kept them 
in the house of the forest of Lebanon. 
l8Moreover, the king made a great throne 
of ivory, overlaid with pure gold, !%with six 
upward steps to the throne and busts of 
calves’ heads encircling the back. On each 
side of the seat were armrests with two li- 
ons standing on the side of the armrests. 


Standing, one on each side of the six 


steps, were twelve lions. Nothing like this 
was made for any other kingdom. 2!All the 
drinking utensils of King Solomon were 
gold, as were the tubs for bathing. All the 
furniture of the house of the forest of 
Lebanon was completely overlaid with 


10:1-13 The coming of the queen of Sheba is a pinnacle for the children of Israel as the chosen people 
of God. This account illustrates perfectly what God had intended for Israel: to be a shining light among 
the nations, to draw all the surrounding heathen nations to itself for conversion, because of the mani- 
festation of the righteousness and wisdom of God (see Gn 12:2; Ps 2:8). Sheba was a tribe of northern 
Arabs, descendants of Abraham (Gn 25:3), who had raided property owned by Job's son (Job 1:15). The 
queen challenged Solomon with hard questions and received satisfactory answers. She could see the 
Lord loved Israel, and she and Solomon exchanged numerous gifts. | . 
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gold. Not one was silver, for this was ac- | and a; anditheme = | 
counted as nothing in the days of HET sre trip ae one a 
2for a ship of Tarshish, a merchant ship of | chariot imported from Egypt cost one} a| 
the king’s stationed at sea with the fleet of | dred shekels of silver, and a horse oot Ta : 
Hiram, came once every three years, bring- | Thus it was that all the chariots and hor 5! 
ing gold, silver, and chiseled stones. exported to all the kings of the Hittites <a 
23This is the outcome of the trading by | the kings of Syria came by way of the ss 
which king Solomon built up the house of 7 | m aa hio 
the Lord, the house of the king, the wall of | a 4 ane Turns agant Goda 
Jerusalem, and the citadel; to fortify the | King Solomon was a lover o 
City of David, Hazor and Megiddo, Gezer, | ~-z; Women, and he had seven hundrey 
Beth: Horon: the upper, Jethermath, and all | Puncesses and three hundred concubines | 
the cities!of the horsemen and:thechatiots: | 22¢.e,took torelen: wives, 2s, Well asim 
Solomion:purposed toibuild!'the fortifica: | Tauebters.of, Pharaoh, women Qhtia las 
tions insJerusatem andviriralletheslandicso | sassy eee: Syrians and Idumeans 
none of the people should rule over him—t Hittites and Amorites;t ‘from the nations of 
24the people left behind from the Chere- Maon uG Lord said to the children of 
thites, the Amorites, the Perezzites, the Israel, “You shall pot go in to them, and 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Jebusites and they shall not come tOO; lest they tum 
the Girgashites. These were the ones, and | AWAYE hearts pjaiter els Idols, 
their children, not belonging to the chil- | olomon joined to these in love. “For when 
dren of Israel, that Israel was unable to ut- | | plomon was (old ang his- heart, was 00 
terly destroy from the land. Solomon made loyal io tneEord as God, ATE the heart 
them pay tribute to this day.t Solomon dia i Wee A ag David, his foreign WINES 
not deliver any of the sons of Israel to this eae: ae eari, ae thei. 0ds: ‘Then 
work; instead, these were men of war, his a Ja o s air plage, tor Chemosh 
servants, and those in charge of his chari- | ah 030, la ran EOE their king, the idol 
tea aad | O the children of Ammon, >and for Ash- 
2650 King Solomon surpassed all the A Me tae aoominaon of pe Sidonia 
Hee Ut the'earth a E discerns: E A E ae 
ment. 27Now the whole earth sought the | idols. Solomon did aie ne oi a of the 
presence of Solomon to hear the wisdom Lord and did. not full aioe the Lord. as 
God put in his heart. Everyone brought | did his father David y tes: 4 
presents: golden vessels, garments, oil of | 8So the Lord became angry. with Sol 
myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, at a set | omon because his heart turned from the 
rate year by year, 28Solomon had four thou- | Lord God of Israel, who appeared to him ` 
sand female horses for chariots and twelve | twice, %and commanded him concerning | 
thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in | this thing, that he should not go after othe! 
the chariot cities and with the king in | gods, but keep absolutely what ‘the Lort | 
Jerusalem. Thus he was the leader of all | had commanded. !°Therefore the Lord sal 
the kings from the river as far as the land | to Solomon, “Because you did this and 
of the Philistines and as far as the borders | not keep My covenant and the statutes | 
of Egypt. 2!The king made gold and silver | commanded you, | will, surely tear thè 
as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he | kingdom away from your hand and give! 
made cedar trees as abundant as the | to your servant.t \'Nevertheless, I will 2 
sycamores in the lowland. #The importa- | do it in your days for the sake of your i® 
tion of Solomon’s horses was from Egypt | ther David; but I will tear it out of the hand | 




















10:23 All the stunning gold utensils and appointments described in this chapter were made possible | 


from the outcome of the trading which Solomon carried on. 
10:24 A tribute is a tax, . iai | | ype opal 
11:1-7 Solomon's downfall was his love for women. He had twice as many wives; as concubines, maY | 
of them likely political marriages. God had clearly warned Israel not to intermarry with foreign wore! 
(Ex 34:16; Dt 7:1-4) for just the reason that defeated Solomon: he turned after their idols, At the height | 
of his reign, he fell inta evil in the sight of the Lord (v, 7). wa tab Traa y ore 
11:10-12 In His displeasure, the Lord divided the kingdom, leaving Solomon with one tribe, Judah ii 
later joined by Benjamin. These two tribes were commonly called the sauth or southern kingdom: = | 
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of your son. !2However, I will not tear away 
the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to 
your son, Which I chose, for the sake of 
my servant David and for the sake of 
Jerusalem.” | 
=. Solomon’s Adversaries 7 

3Now the Lord raised up an adversary 

against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite, and 


Ramoth, and Hadadezer, king of Zoba, was 
his master. The men gathered together to 
him; and he was head of the conspiracy, 
and he seized control of Damascus. They 
were an adversary to Israel all the days of 
Solomon. Hadad the Edomite was a de- 


scendant of the king in Edom,t For when | 


David destroyed Edom, and Joab the com- 
mander of the army went up to bury the 
slain, they killed every male in Edom. 
I5Joab remained there six months with all 
Israel, until he killed every male in Edom. 
isHadad fled, along with all the Edomites 
who served his father, and they went fo 
Egypt. Hadad was still a little child. !’Then 
men arose from the city of Midian and 
came to Paran, and after joining with other 
men, they came to Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
Hadad went to Pharaoh, who gave him a 
house and apportioned food for him. !*Thus 
Hadad found great favor in the sight of 
Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the 
sister of his own wife, that is, the older sis- 
ter of Tahpenes. !°Then the sister of Tah- 


penes bore him Genubath her son, and Tah- | 


penes weaned him among the sons of 
Pharaoh; and Genubath was among the 
sons of Pharaoh. | 

2S0 when Hadad heard in Egypt that 
David rested with his fathers, and that Joab 
the commander of the army was dead, 
Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Send me away so 
that I may go to my own country.” 2!Then 
Pharaoh said to him, “But what did you 
lack with me, that suddenly you seek to go 
to your own country?” So he answered, 

end me away.” Hadad then returned unto 
his land. 22This is the evil Hadad did; and 
ae was a bitter enemy to Israel and reigned 
In the land of Edom. | 
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n INGDOM SSS 
an Jeroboam’s Revolt m7- 
23Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Solomon's 







servant, was an Ephraimite from Zereda, 


the son of a woman who was a widow. 


 24This was the event bringing him to rebel 


against Solomon the king: Now Solomon 
built the citadel. He built a wall of fortifica- 
tion that enclosed the City of David that his 


: fe It. 25Je Murda 
Rezon the son of Eliadah, who. dwelt in | father built. **Jeroboam the man was very 


strong, and Solomon, seeing the young 
man was industrious, put him in charge of 
those who labored at the house of Joseph. 
26As it happened, Jeroboam went out from 
Jerusalem, and along the way, the prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite, clothed with a new 
garment, found him and persuaded him to 
detour from his path. Now the two of them 
stood alone in a field. 

27Then Ahijah took hold of the new gar- 
ment he was wearing and tore it into twelve 
pieces.t 28And he said to-Jeroboam, “Take 
ten pieces for yourself, for thus says the 
Lord God of Israel, ‘Behold, I will break 
asunder the kingdom from the hand of 
Solomon and give ten tribes to you. 2°But to 
Solomon, he Shall have two tribes for the 
sake of My servant David and for the sake 
of Jerusalem, the city | chose out of all'the 
tribes of Israel. 3°Because he forsook Me, 
and sacrificed to Ashtoreth the abomina- 
tion of the Sidonians, and to Chemosh and 
the idols of the Moabites, and to their king, 
the abomination of the children-of Ammon, 
and has not walked in My ways, to do what 


| is right before Me, as did his father David—t 


3ltherefore I will surely set Myself against 
him all the days of his life; however, for the 
sake of My servant David, whom I chose, I 
will not remove the whole kingdom out of 
his hand. 3% But I will take the kingdom out 
of the hand of his son and give the ten 
tribes to you. And to the son of Solomon 
himself I will pass on these same two 
tribes, establishing a place for My servant 
David to be before Me ‘all the days of 
Jerusalem, the city I chose for Myself as the 
place to put My name. *4So I will receive 
you, and you shall reign over everything 
your heart desires. You shall be king over 


11:13 Two old enemies of Israel, Hadad of Edom and Rezon of Damascus, rose up against Solomon. ~ 
11'27-29 The prophet Si tore his garment into twelve pieces for the twelve tribes of Israel. Jer- 
30am would receive ten (the northern kingdom). Rehoboam, Solomon's son and successor, would re~ 


ceive two (the'southern kingdom). 


11:30, 34 Solomon's idolatry divided his kingdom because the worship of false gods destroys’ unity, 


AA 


Owever, the southern kingdom was left for the sake of the Incarnation, for David's true Son would 


‘eign forever over His own unified kingdom. 
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Israel. 35It shall- be, if you hear and dol 





everything I command you, and walk in My 


ways, and do what is right before Me, to 
keep My statutes and My commandments 
as My servant David did, then I shall be 
with you, and build you a house that shall 
endure, as I did for David’ ” 

’6Thereafter Solomon sought to kill Jer- 
oboam, but Jeroboam arose and fled into 
Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt. He re- 
mained there in Egypt until Solomon died. 
“Now the rest of the words of Solomon, all 


that he did and all his wisdom, are they not- 


written, in the Book of the Wisdom of 
Solomon? 


“= The Death of Solomon -7 

So the days Solomon reigned. in 
Jerusalem over al! Israeli were forty: years. 
49Then Solomon rested with his fathers and 
was buried in the City of David his father. 
When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it, 
while yet in Egypt .at the place to which he 
had fled from the face of Solomon and re- 
mained, he came directly to his. city, into 
the land of Zereda in- the. Mount of 
Ephraim. Thus King Solomon slept with his 
fathers, and his son Rehoboam reigned as 


king in his place. 
] Now King Rehoboam traveled to 
- Shechem, for all Israel were coming 
to Shechem to proclaim him as king. 2The 
people of Israel spoke to Rehoboam, say- 
ing, °“ Your father made our yoke a heavy 
burden; but if you now lighten the harsh 
servitude and the burdensome yoke under 
which your father placed us, then we will 
serve you.” 4So he said to them, “Go away 
for three days; then come back to me.” 

Thus they departed, 
5Then King Rehoboam consulted the el- 


= A Revolt against Rehoboam =- 


ders who stood before his father Solomon > 


while he still lived, and he said, “How do 
you advise me to answer these people?”t 
6They spoke to him, saying, “If you will be 
a servant to these people today, and serve 
them, and speak good words to them, then 
they will be your servants all the days. a 












7But he rejected the adwics\é of the el 
and consulted the young men who fe 
grown up with him and stood in his pre 
ence. He- said to them, “What advice dy 
you give? How should I answer these peg 
ple who spoke to me, saying, ‘Lighten the 
yoke your father put on us’?” 

-Then these same young men said to hi 
“Here is how you should speak to this peg 
ple who spoke to you, saying, “Your father 
made our yoke heavy, but may you make i 
lighter on us,’ thus respond to them, saying | 
‘Being from the loins of my father, my 
meanness will be more burdensome. Now 
whereas my father put a heavy yoke on yoy, 
I will add to your yoke. Whereas my father 
chastised you with whips, I will discipline 
you with scorpions.’ ” 

'ISo all the people came to King Re 
hoboam the third day, as the king had di- 
rected, saying, “Come back to me on the! 
third day.” !*Then the king answered the 
people harshly, for Rehoboam rejected 
the advice the elders offered to him. “In 
stead, Rehoboam spoke to the people act- 
cording to the advice of the young men, 
saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, 
but I will add to your yoke. My father chas- 


 tised you with whips, but I will discipline 


you with scorpions.” !4So the king did not 
hear the appeal of the people, because tht 
change of mind was from the Lord, that He 
might establish His word which He spoke 
by the authority of Ahijah the Shilonite t0 


Jeroboam the son of Nebat.t 


Now all Israel saw. the king did nd 
heed their words. So the people an: 
the king, saying, “What share of the inher 
tance have we in David? Nor do we hav 
any inheritance in the son of Jesse. lsra® 
run to your dwelling-places. Now, O Dav 
feed your own house.” Thus Israel  departel 
to their dwelling. '§In response, Kines 
hoboam sent for Adoniram, who was 
charge of the tribute; but all Israel “ond 
him with stones, and he died. Then KW 
Rehoboam knew it was time to mount W. 
and flee back to Jerusalem. !7Even to © 
day, Israel refuses any request concel 
the house of David. 





12:5-7 The elders advised Rehoboam to be a servant to the people, but he rejected their counsel Ci | 


and accepted that of the young men (v. 13). This acceptance divided his kingdom, for Rehoboam woti | 
rather be a dictator than a servant. However, when Jesus the King took the form of a servant (Php eel | 
He taught us that the one who governs must be as one who serves (Lk 22:26). Godly service uly JO 


genuine humility characterizes the kingdom of God, 


oe p 


12:14 The Holy Spirit, “who spoke by the prophets” (Creed), spoke. by the prophet: Ahijah e aia ANE 















n Jeroboam Is the King of Israel om 





was back from Egypt, they sent for him and 
called him to the assembly. They made him 
king over Israel, and not one tribe followed 
the house of David except the tribes of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin. 


~% Jeroboam Avoids Civil War > 


When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, 
he assembled all the house of Judah and 
the tribe of Benjamin. He had one hundred 
twenty thousand chosen men as warriors 
to fight against the house of Israel, that he 
might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon. 2°But the word of God 
came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying,t 
21“Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, 
king of Judah, to all the house of Judah and 
Benjamin, and to the remnant of the peo- 
ple, saying, **°Thus. says. the Lord, “You 
shall not go up, nor shall you fight against 
your brethren the sons of Israel. Instead re- 
turn, each of you, to his house, because this 
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laborers of the house of Ephraim, and en- 
isNow when all Israel heard Jeroboam | 





_3 KINGDOMS 12:33 





closed the city of David. He was lifted up in 
opposition to the kingdom.t 25Solomon 
then sought to kill him, and he was afraid 
and escaped to Shishak, king of Egypt, 
where he stayed until Solomon died. 


%. Jeroboam’s Family 7- 


6When Jeroboam heard in Egypt that 
Solomon died, he spoke to Shishak, king of 
Egypt, saying, “Send me away, and I shall 
go to my land.” Shishak said to him, “Ask 
any request, and I shall give it to you.” 27So 
Shishak gave Anna to Jeroboam as a wife. 
She was the eldest sister of Tahpenes, the 
wife of Shishak. She was highly admired in 
the midst of the daughters of the king, and 
she bore to Jeroboam a son, Abijah. 22Then 
Jeroboam said to Shishak, “Please send me 
away, and I shall leave.” Thus Jeroboam 
went out from Egypt and into the land of 
Zereda, which is in Mount Ephraim. It is 
here the whole tribe of Ephraim gathers to- 


| gether, and where Jeroboam built a fortress. 
word is from. Me.” Hear the word of the | 


23Jeroboam’s son became seriously ill, so 


Lord.’” So according to the word of the | Jeroboam went to inquire concerning his 


Lord, they ended the march. 


æ. The Transition of Power = 

“King Solomon slept with his fathers 
and was buried with his fathers in the City 
of David. Then Rehoboam, his son, reigned 
in his place in Jerusalem. His son was six- 
teen years old when he became king, and 
he reigned twelve years in Jerusalem. The 
name of his mother was Naamah, daughter 
of Hanun, son of Nahash, the king of the 
sons of Ammon. He did evil before the Lord 
and did not walk in the way of David, his 
father.t 

“There was a man from Mount Ephraim, 
a servant of Solomon, whose name was 
Jeroboam. The name of his mother was 
Zeruah, a prostitute. Solomon gave him the 


Staff of authority over the male laborers of | 


the house of Joseph, and he built Zereda 
for Solomon on Mount Ephraim, There 
were three hundred horse-pulled chariots 
with him. He also built the citadel with the 


Sh 


to the error of a copyist. 


12:20 The word of God is the Son and Word of the Father, who spoke to the man of God. The prophet 
emaiah calls Him “the Lord” in v. 22, for He is one in essence and coequal with the Father. 
12:23 The numbers here contradict those given in 14:1. According to some scholars, this was likely due 


son, and he said to Anna, his wife, “Arise, 
and go ask God concerning the child, 


| whether he shall recover from this illness.” 


Now there was in Shiloh a man whose 
name was Ahijah. He was sixty years old. 
and the word of the Lord was with him. So 
Jeroboam said to his wife, “Arise, and take 
bread in your hand for this man of God and 
cakes for his children, and grapes and a jar 
of honey.”t 3!The woman arose and took in 
her hand bread, two cakes, grapes, and a jar 
of honey for Ahijah. The man was elderly, 
and his eyesight was fading. 32She arose 
from Zereda and traveled to the city where 
Ahijah the Shilonite dwelt. Ahijah said to 
his young son, “Go out at once to meet 
Anna, the wife of Jeroboam, and say to her, 
‘Come in and take a seat, for thus says the 
Lord, “I Myself am sending harsh things on 
you.”’” “So Anna came in to the man of 
God, and Ahijah said to her, “Why did you 
bring me bread and grapes and cakes and a 
jar of honey? Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, 


12:24 In 11:23, Jeroboam’s mother was said to be “a widow,” but here she is said to be a prostitute. 


Pparently she was both. 
Fat 


12:30 The word of the Lord was with the prophet Ahijah. “The word" is the Son, and “the Lord” is the 
her. Therefore, what is said by the prophet is from both the Father and the Son. | | 
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you shall depart from Me, and when you en- 
ter the gate into the city of Zereda and your 
maidens come out to greet you, even they 
Shall say to you, “The child is dead,’ ” 34For 
Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I shall put to 
death those of Jeroboam, and those of Jer- 
oboam who die in the city of Jerusalem will 
be eaten by dogs, while the birds of the sky 
will consume those who die in the field. 
They will mourn the young child, saying, 
“Woe to me, O Lord! For you perceived in 
him a good word concerning the Lord.’ ” 
Then the woman departed as one who 
heard and understood. It came to be as she 
entered Zereda, the child died, and the 
mourners went out to meet her. 

36Then Jeroboam went to Shechem at 
Mount Ephraim, and there they gathered 
the tribes of Israel: Even Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon went up there, and the word of 
the Lord came to Shemaiah the son of 
Elami, saying, “Take for yourself a new gar- | 
ment, one which has not entered into water, | 
and tear it into twelve pieces; then give it to | 
Jeroboam and say to him, ‘Thus says ihe | 
Lord, “Take for yourself ten pieces to clothe 
yourself,”’” and Jeroboam took tnem. She- 
maiah then said, “Thus says the Lord tothe | 
ten tribes of Israel.” 











æu Rehoboam and His Advisors | 
3Then the people said to Rehòboam the 
son of Solomon, “Your father made his 
yoke a heavy burdén upon us, and he made 
the foods of his table oppressive; and now, 
if you yourself shall go more lightly on us. 
then we will serve you.” Rehoboam said to 
the people, “In three days I shall answer the 
matter for you.” Rehoboam then said. 
“Bring the elders to me, and I will counsel 
with them as to what answer I should give 
the people on the third day.” So Rehoboam 
told the elders what the people sent him to 
say, and the elders of the people advised 
him to do what the people said. | 
But Rehoboam rejected their counsel, 
for it was not pleasing in his sight. So he 
sent and brought those he grew up with. He 
told them what the people said to him. In re- 
sponse, his childhood companions advised 
him to speak to the people as follows: 
“Since I am from the loins of my father, my 





12:49 In 11:35, the Lord promised Jeroboam his kin 
the Lord's commandments, as David had done. But Je 
ment. He feared the ten tribes would ” 
then rejected the Lord’s promise and set up idolatrous 
erate day and night in the Lord’s commandments, and 
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he went out and built Penuel. 4?7Then Jer 


| you up from the land of Egypt.”t 50He placed 


gdom would endure if he rejected 
roboam deliberated and came to 
return to the house of David“ 





meanness will be more burdensome 
Whereas my father disciplined you With the 
beating of whips, I will discipline yoy wa 
scorpions.” ““Rehoboam was pleased wi 
this advice, and he answered the DEODle jtist 
as the young men, his childhood compan. 
ions, advised him. *'But all the people SDOke 
as one man, every man to his neighbor, and 
they all cried out, saying, “What share gy 
the inheritance have we in David? Nor dy 
we have any inheritance in the son of Jesse 
O Israel, run to your dwelling-places, for 
this man is not going to be a ruler or, 
leader over us.” #7So all the people scattered 
from Shechem, and each man returned to 
his dwelling; but Rehoboam did not relent 

Rehoboam departed by way of his chari- 
ots, and went up and entered Jerusalem. Be- 
hind him came the entire tribe of Judah and 
the entire tribe of Benjamin. And it came 
to pass that in the beginning of the year, Re 


| hoboam gathered all the men of Judah and 


Benjamin, and he went out to make war 
with Jeroboam in Shechem. “But the word 
of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of 


| God, saying, “Speak to Rehoboam the king 
| of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and | 
Benjamin and to the rest of the people, say: 


ing, “Thus says the Lord, “Do not.go up and 


do not make war with your brothers, the 
sons of Israel. Let each man return to his 


house, for this word has come from Me.” 

*So they heard the word of the Lord, and 
according to the word of the Lord, they held | 
back from going. | 





















“w Jeroboam’s False Worship = 
Then Jeroboam built Shechem it 
Mount Ephraim and dwelt there. From herè 


oboam said in his heart, “Behold, now the 
kingdom will return to the house of David 
If this people go up to offer sacrifices !2 
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then thè | 
heart of this people will turn back to thelt 
lord and master, to Rehoboam king of Jt 
dah, and they will kill me.” 49Therefore tht 
king deliberated, and went and made tW 
calves of gold. He then said to the peoplè | 
“You have traveled enough to Jerusalel! | 
Behold, O Israel, your gods who brous“ | 


idolatry and obey : 
the wrong judg- 
: (v. 47), Deceived by his reasoning: ~ 
worship. But unlike him, let us meditate and dell 
let us keep them’so as to prosper (Ps 1). 





one in Bethel and the other in Dan. 5'This | me.” So the man of God entreated the Lord, 
word became a sin, and the people went to | and the king's hand was restored new, as it 
worship before the one as far as Dan. 52He | was before.t "Then the king said to the man 
also made houses on the high places, and | of God, “Come home with me and refresh 
he made priests from every classiof people, | yourself, and I will give you a reward.”t 
even those who were not of the sons of Levi. | 8But the man of God said to the king, “Even 
53Jeroboam appointed a feast on the fif- | if you give me half your house, I would not 
teenth day of the eighth month, according | go in with you. Nor will I eat bread nor 
to the feast in the land of Judah, and went | drink water in this place. *For the Lord 
up to the altar he made at Bethel to sacri- | commanded me, saying, “You shall not eat 
fice to the calves he made. Also at Bethel, | bread, nor drink water, nor return by the 
he presented the priests of the high places | same way you came.” !°So he went an- 
which he made. °4So on the fifteenth day of | other way, and did not return by the way he 
the eighth month, in the month he devised | came to Bethel. | 
in his own heart, he went up to the altar he 
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made at Bethel and made a feast for the <. The Old Prophet in Bethel .~ 
children of Israel. He also went up to the al- Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, 
tar of the sacrifice. ' | and -his.sons came and told him all the 


works. the man of God did that day in 
Bethel. They also told their father the 
words he spoke to the king, and the father’s 
countenance changed.. !2Their father. said 
to them, “Which way did he go?” His sons 
pointed out the way the man of God who 
came from Judah had gone. Then he said 
to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So 
they saddled the donkey for him, and he 
mounted, to seek after the man of God. 
He found him sitting under an oak tree. 
Then. he. said to him, “Are you the man of 
day. he gave a sign, saying, “This is the sign | God who came from Judah?” And he said, 
the Lord has spoken: Surely the altar shall | “I am.” Then he said to him, “Come home 
split apart, and the fat on it shall be poured with me and eat bread.” '*And he said, “I 
out.” 4So when King Jeroboam heard the | cannot return with you, nor eat bread or 
words of the man of God who cried out drink water in this place. !7For the. Lord 
against the altar in Bethel, he stretched out commanded me, saying, ‘You shall not eat 
his hand from the altar, saying, “Seize bread or drink water there, nor return by 
him!” But behold, the hand he stretched out | going the way you came. ” ers 

toward him withered, and he himself could | _ \*The old prophet said to him, “I am a 
not stretch it back. "The altar was broken | prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me 
apart. and the fat on the altar poured out | by the word of the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him 
from the altar—this according to the sign | back with you to your house, that he may 
the man of God had given by the word of | eat bread and drink water.’ ” But he was ly- 
the Lord. "Then King Jeroboam said to the | ing to him. The man of God went back 
man of God, “Entreat the favor of the Lord with him, and ate bread and drank water in 
your God, that my hand may be restored to | his house. 2°As they sat at the table, the 


] Now behold, there came by the 

word of the Lord a man of God from 
Judah to Bethel, even as Jeroboam stood by 
the altar of the sacrifice. 2By the word, of 
the Lord, he cried out against the altar, say- 
ing, “O altar, altar, thus says the Lord, 
‘Behold, a son is to be born to the house of 
David, Josiah is his name, and he will kill 
the priests of the high places upon you, 
offering sacrifice upon you; and he will 
burn the bones of men upon you...” *In that 


EEE 





13:6 Jeroboam humbled himself before the man of God and begged him to intercede before the Lord 
on his behalf. So the Lord honored his humility and restored his hand. Salvation begins and ends with — 
humility (JohnChr), but Jeroboam’s humility was short-lived; for he failed to worship the very Lord who 
showed him such mercy. — iah BONER ES a 7 i | 
13:7-25 The man of God could not be enticed by the King’s reward, because the Lord's commandment 
was clear that he was not to dine in that place, nor return the way he came. But the word of the old ~ 
Prophet clearly contradicted the Lord's commandment (v. 18). Deceived by this word, he followed the | 
old prophet home (v. 19). His disobedience would cost him his life (vv. 22-25). This was an example of 
Heb 12:6: “For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives" (JohnCas). 
He was chastened so as not to “be condemned with the world” (1Co 11:32). However, Jeroboam, know- 
ing all this, “did not turn from his evil way" (v. 32); thus he was condemned with the world. | | 


3 KINGDOMS 15:21 408 


word of the Lord came to the prophet who | the high places. Whoever desired to be, 
brought him to his house; 2!and he said to | priest, he consecrated him, ane he becar 
the man of God who came from Judah, say- | a priest of the high places. “This beca, | 
ing, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because you dis- 
obeyed the word of the Lord and did not 
keep the commandment the Lord your God 
commanded you, but indeed, did come 
back, and ate bread and drank water in the 
place where the Lord said to you, “Eat no | 
bread and drink no water”; therefore, your | 
dead body shall never enter the tomb of 
your fathers. ” 

23So0 after he ate bread and drank water, 
he saddled the donkey for him, and he de- 
parted, “4After he left, a lion met him and 
killed him on the road, and his dead body 
remained by the side of the road. The don- 
key and the lion stood by the dead body. 
2oWhen men passed by and saw the corpse 
on the road, with the lion standing by the 
corpse, they went and told it in the city 
where the old prophet dwelt. 

4SNow when the old prophet who had 
brought him to his house heard it, he said. 
“It is the man of God who was disobedient 
to the word of the Lord.” 27Then he said to 
his sons, “Saddle a donkey for me.” So they 
saddled one. 28Then he went and found his 
dead body thrown on the road, with the 
donkey and the lion standing next to it. The 
body was not eaten by the lion, nor did the 
hon maul the donkey. 28The prophet took 
up the dead body of the man of God, laid it 
on the donkey, and brought it to the city to 
bury him in his own tomb. 2°They mourned 
over him, saying, “Alas, my brother!” 31So 
after he mourned for him, he spoke to his 
sons, saying, “When I am dead, then bury 
me in this tomb where the man of God is 
buried. Lay me beside his bones. that my 
bones shall be preserved with his bones. 
“For the word will surely come to pass 
which he spoke by the word of the Lord 
against the altar in Bethel and against all 
the houses of the high places in Samaria.” 

33But even after this event, Jeroboam did 
not turn from his evil way, but he again 
made priests from every class of people for 






















the sin of the house of Jeroboam, eve atol 
total disappearance from the face of he 
earth. 


æ. Rehoboam Is King of Judah >, | 

4 Rehoboam the son of Solomo 
l "I reigned over Judah, and he w, 
forty-one years old when he became king | 
He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalen | 
the city the Lord chose out of all the tribe 
of Israel to place His name, His mother, 
name was Naamah, an Ammonite woman! 
2Now Rehoboam did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and provoked Him in all the thing 
which their fathers did in the sins t 
committed.t *For they built high places fop. 
themselves: sacred pillars, and groves gp 
every high hill and under every shady tres 
4So there was a conspiracy in the land, ani 
they did all the detestable things of the 
| nations the Lord removed from before the 
children of Israel. 

`n the fifth year of King Rehoboam. 
Shishak king of Egypt came up agains 
Jerusalem. ®He took all the treasures of the 
Lord’s house, the treasures. of the kings 
house, and the gold spears David received 
from the hand of the servants of Hadadezer 
| King of Syria, who brought them to Jerust 
lem. He took away all the gold weapons. 

‘Then King Rehoboam made bronz! 
weapons in their place, and committed 
them to the hands of the captains of the 
guard, who guarded the doorway of the 
King’s house. 8For whenever the king et 
tered the house of the Lord, the guards ca! 
ried them, then brought them back into tht | 
guardroom. 

“Now the rest of the words of Rehoboam 
and everything he did, is it not written Ü 
the Book of the Chronicles of the kings © 
Judah? There was war between Rè 
hoboam and Jeroboam all their days. " 
Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and W® 
buried with his fathers in the City of David 
Then Abijam his son reigned in his plac 









14:1 The Lord chose to place His name in the city of Jerusalem (see also 8:14 42: 11:33), where He first 
established His Church at Pentecost. The name He established there in the Church nad nie the Far 
ther and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the name into which we are baptized (Mt 28:18-20). 

14:2-4 Rehoboam and other kings like him in Judah and in Israel built other places of worship becaus* | 
they did not respect the Lord’s name, which He established in Jerusalem. They were disobedient co 
spirators. They did not know the true God: Father, Son, and Holy SI Icit. ASD tien) cel athe Aa 
14:10 Rehoboam and Jeroboam never knew peace, only war, for they di | the Au’ 
thor of peace, the Lord God of Israel. l pei haters 
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~ Abiiam Is King of Judah «= | 
] S In the eighteenth year of King 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam 
the son of Rehoboam became king over 
Judah. *He reigned for six years in Jerusa- 
lem. His mother’s name was Maachah the 





daughter of Abishalom. 3Now he walked in | 
all the sins his father did before him, and his | 


heart was not perfect toward the Lord his 
God, as was the heart of his father David 
4Nevertheless for’ David’s sake, the Lord 
gave him a remnant, so as to establish his 
sons after him and to establish Jerusalem. 
‘For David did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and did not turn aside from any- 
thing He commanded him all the days of his 
life. "Now the rest of the words of Abijam 





them into the hands of his servants. Asa 


DOMS 15:29 


then sent them to the son of Hadad the son 
of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of 
Syria, who dwelt in Damascus, saying, 
'8“Let there be a covenant between you and 
me, as there was between my father and 
your father. Behold, I have sent you a pres- 
ent of silver and gold. Come and break 
your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, that 
he might withdraw from me.” 

t9So the son of Hadad heeded King Asa. 
He sent the captains of his armies against 
the cities of Israel. He attacked Ijon, Dan, 
Abel Beth Maachah, and all Chinneroth, 
with all the land of Naphtali. 29Now when 


Baasha heard it, he stopped building 
Ramah and returned to Tirzah. 2!Then King 


and all he did, are these not written in the | Asa made a proclamation throughout all 


Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? There was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. “Then Abijam rested with his 
fathers in the twenty-fourth year of Jer- 
oboam, and he was buried in the City of 
David. Then Asa his son reigned in his place. 


=. Asa Is King of Judah > 

®In the twenty-fourth year of Jeroboam 
king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah. 
He reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was Ana, the daughter 
of Abishalom. Asa did what was right be- 
fore the Lord, as did his father David. !!He 
removed the cultic rituals from the land, 
and eliminated all the practices his fathers 
had done. !2He also removed Ana, his 
mother, from being a leader, because she 
conducted assemblies in her grove, Asa cut 
down her sacred grove and burned it by the 
Brook Kidron. !3But he did not remove the 
high places. Nevertheless, Asa’s heart was 
perfect with the Lord all his days. '4He 
brought into the house of the Lord the pil- 
lars his father had dedicated, and his own 
Dillars of silver and gold and his vessels. 

Now there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. 
Baasha king of Israel came up against Ju- 
dah and built Ramah, so Asa king of Judah 


Could not go out or come in, Then Asa- 


took all the silver and gold found in the 
treasuries of the king’s house and delivered 


15:3 David's heart ins perfect toward the Lord his God because his heart was characterized by repen- 


| Judah to Ainakim. They took away the 
| stones and timber of Ramah which Baasha 


used for building; and with them King Asa 
built upon every hill of Benjamin, and also 
a watchtower. 

2zThe rest of the words of Asa, all his 
might. and everything he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? But in the time of his old 
age, his feet were diseased. 22Asa then rested 
with his fathers, and was buried with his fa- 
thers in the City of David his father. Then Je- 
hoshaphat his son reigned in his place. 


~u Nadab Is King of Israel m 


44Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam be- 
came king over Israel in the second year of 
Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Is- 
rael for two years. °He did evil before the 
Lord, and walked in the way of his father 
and in the sins by which he caused Israel to 
sin. 2°Then Baasha the son of Ahijah con- 
spired against the house of Belaan, and 
killed him at Gibbethon, in the land of the 
foreigners, while Nadab and all Israel laid 
siege to Gibbethon. 2’7Baasha killed him in 
the third year of Asa the son of Abijam king 
of Judah, and reigned in his place. It came 
to pass that when he reigned, he struck every 
house of Jeroboam and left no one of Jer- 
oboam’s house breathing, until he utterly de- 
stroyed him, according to the word of the 
Lord spoken by His servant Ahijah the 
Shilonite,t 2°for the sins of Jeroboam that 





tance when he sinned (Ps 50), and because he did everything the Lord commanded him (v. 5). However, 
Abijam’s heart was not perfect toward the Lord his God because he was neither repentant toward Him 


Nor obedient to Him. 


15:28 The Lord who spoke by His servant Ahijah the Shilonite is the Holy Spirit. 
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he began t to reign, as soon as s He was seated : 
on his throne, he killed all the household o 
Baasha, according. to the word the Lord 
spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, 
\3for all the sins of Baasha; and the sins of 
Elah his,.son which they. caused Israel] to 
commit, and provoked the Lord God of Is. 
rael to anger with their follies. '4Now the 
rest of the words of Elah and everything he 
did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


i Zimri’s Brief Reign 7 
15Zimri reigned in Tirzah for seven days, 
| and Israel was encamped against Gib- 
bethon, which belonged to the Philistines. 
\6Now. the people encamped heard it said, 
“Zimri conspired and killed the king.” So 
that day in the camp all Israel made Omn, 
the commander of the army, king-over ls- 
rael. "Then Omri and all Israel with him 
went up from Gibbethon, and they besieged 
| Tirzah. '8When Zimri saw the city was 
taken, he went into the citadel of the king's 













































Israel sinned, and in the anger of him who 
provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel. 
30Now the rest of the words of Nadab, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the Book | 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
œ~ Baasha Is King of Israel = 

31[n the third year of Asa king of Judah, 
Baasha the son of Ahijah became king over | 
Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four 
years. >2Now. he did evil. before the Lord 
and walked in the way of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and in the sins he caused Israel to 
commit. 





] Then the word of the Lord came by 

the hand of Jehu the son of Hanani | 
against Baasha, saying, “Because | raised 
you from the earth and made you ruler over 
My people Israel, and you walked in the 
way of Jeroboam, and made: My people 
Israel sin and provoke Me to anger with 
their follies— surely I will take away the 
posterity of Baasha and the posterity of his 


house, and I will make your house like the | 
house of Jeroboam. the son of Nebat. ‘The | house, and burned the king’s house down 


himself, and died. !8This he did be- 
dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Baasha | upen Hates Re es 
and dies in the city, and the birds of the sky | (285S, OE the ae ne comminted in doing ev! 
5 before the Lord, in walking in the way of 
Shall eat whoever dies in the fields.” J jmi Saah AO 
°Now the rest of the words of Baasha, seropea une ett of NERD ane ee a 
edi PARA ET ILA, EAR e caused israel to commit. 27Now st | 
what he did and his might, are they not oF the words Or Zine andine irena 


written in the Book of the Chronicles of the te ure Chev HOt Aten Tae R 
kings of Israel? So Baash ted with hi É he ey Sy ba 
F H e a een I GII Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


fathers and was buried in Tirzah. Then 
Elah his, son reigned in. his place in the 
twentieth year of King Asa, 7So the Lord 
spoke against Baasha and his. house by the 
hand of Jehu, because of all the evil he did 
before the Lord by provoking Him to anger 
with the work of his hands, in being like 
the house of Jeroboam; and also because 
he struck them down,t ~ 
e Elah Is King of Israel = _ 

Elah the son of Baasha became king 
over Israel and reigned for two years in 
Tirzah, *Zimri, commander of half his char- 
iots, conspired against him, and he was in 
Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the house 
of Arza, steward of his house in Tirzah. 
“Then Zimri went in, struck and killed 
him. He then reigned in his place. ‘When 









































= Omri Is King of Israel => 
"Then the people of Israel were divided 
| Half of the people followed Tibni the son of 
Ginath to make him king, and half followed 
Omri. 22But the people who followed Omii 
prevailed over the people who’ followe | 
Tibni the son of Ginath. So Tibni died that 
day, as well as Joram his son, and OM" | 
reigned after Tibni. 23In the thirty-first ye"! 
of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king | 
over Israel, and reigned twelve years. 
reigned for six years in Tirzah. 240! 
bought the hill of Samaria for two talent | 
of silver from its owner, Shemer. Then he : 
built on the hill, and called the name of th 
city he built Samaria, after the name. f | 
Shemer, the owner of the hill. t Omri di¢ | 










16:7, 12, 42 The Lord who spoke by the prophets Jehu and Joshua is again the Holy spirit. ~~ 
16:24 Omri built Samaria, and eventually Gentiles inhabited the area and intermarried with the Jews. i 
When Jesus lived in Palestine, Samaria was located between Judea and Galilee, but the Jews of Judea 
and Galilee would “have no dealings with Samaritans” (Jn 4:9). But Jesus did, for He revealed Himsel © 
the Christ to the woman H me wel AM 4:25, 26), and His story about the Good Samaritan is now very 

famous (Lk 10). 2) otretalind? ert aii 13 ved weon bie, tt ? Eg 











who were before him. 26For he walked in all 
the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 
in the sins he committed and caused Israel 
to commit. With their follies, he provoked 
the Lord God of Israel to anger. 27Now the 
rest of the words of Omri and everything he 
did, and the might he showed, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 2850 Omri rested with his 
fathers and was buried in Samaria. Then 
Ahab his son reigned in his place. 


œ~. Jehoshaphat Reigns in Jerusalem > | 


429And in the eleventh year of Omri, Je- 
hoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign. 
He was thirty-five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem for 
twenty-five years. The name of his mother 


was Azubah, daughter of Shilhi. Now he 


$ 
i 


walked in the way of Asa his fatħer, and he 
did not turn aside from doing what was up- 
right before the Lord: Nevertheless, the 
high places were not taken away; they sac- 
rificed in the high places and burned in- 
cense. *!What Jehoshaphat agreed to do, 
and all the mighty deeds he did, and:his 


deeds in war, behold, have not these things 
God of Hosts. lives, the God,of all Israel 


been written in the Book of the Chronicles 


evil before the Lord, and did worse than all | 


Sa 








3 KINGDOMS 17:7 


= Ahab Is King of Israel 7> 
In the second year of Jehoshaphat, 


Ahab the son of Omri became king of Is- 
rael. He ruled over Israel in Samaria for 
-twenty-two years. *8Now Ahab the son of 


Omri did evil before the Lord, more than all 
who were before him. It was not enough 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, but he also took as his wife 
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 
Sidonians; and he went and served Baal 
and worshiped him. *#°Then he set up an al- 
tar for Baal in the house of his idols which 
he built in Samaria, tand also made a sa- 
cred grove. Ahab did yet more provoca- 
tions, so as to provoke the Lord and to de- 
stroy his. own life; for he did more evil 


| things than all the kings of Israel before 


him..42In. his days.Hiel of Bethel built Jeri- 
cho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his 
firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub 
he set up its gates, according to the word of 
the Lord which He spoke by the hand of 
Joshua the son of Nun.t 


= Elijah Warns of Drought .=- 


i “7 Now Elijah the-Tishbite from Tishbe 
in Gilead said to Ahab, “As the Lord 


of the kings.of Judah? 32And the rest of | before whom I stand, there shall not be any 


the cultic groups which remained from the 
days of Asa his father he removed from the 
land. 

33Now there was no king or king’s 
deputy in Syria, *4and King Jehoshaphat 
made a ship in Tarshish to go to Ophir for 
the gold; but they did not go, because the 


ship was broken to pieces in Ezion-Geber. 
Then the king of Israel said to Jehosh-, 


aphat, “I will send your servants and my 
Servants in the ship”; but Jehoshaphat was 
not willing. °After this, Jehoshaphat rested 
with his fathers, and he was buried with his 


fathers in the City of David, and Joram his’ 


son reigned in his place.. 


dew nor rain during these years except at 
my word.”t 2Then the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah, saying,t °“Depart and go 
eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, 
which flows into the Jordan, You shall 
drink water from the brook, and. I shall 
command the ravens to feed you there.” >So 
Elijah went and obeyed the word of the 
Lord, and: stayed. by the. Brook Cherith, 
which flows into the Jordan. °Vhe ravens 


‘brought him bread in the’ morning and 


meat in the evening, and he drank water 
from the brook. 7But after a while the brook 


‘dried up, because there was no rain in the 
land. j 


r — 


16:42 The Holy Spirit spoke by the prophet Joshua and 


warned against rebuilding the city of Jericho 


(Jos 6:16). Whoever would rebuild the city would lose his oldest and youngest sons. In Hiel’s case, it was 
his sons Abiram and Segub. Thus we see Hiel’s folly in disobeying the prophecy of Scripture (see also | 


2Pt 1:20, 21). 


17:1 When prophets like Elijah prophesied, they did so in the Lord's name, for the Lord revealed the 
prophecy fo them Haever Wien eas prophesied, He sald, “I say to you," for He Himself is the Lord 


who revealed Himself to the Old Testament prophets. 


17:2-5 The word is the Word and Son of God. It was 


He who commanded the ravens, and it was He 


whom Elijah obeyed. It was He with whom Elijah and Moses appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration 


(Mt 17:4), fi 












3 KINGDOMS 17:8 l > 7 7 eo 
™. Elijah Helps a Widow 7 who owned the house became sick His 
“Again the word of the Lord came to Eli- | sickness; was so serious there wag ng 
jah, saying,“ %“Arise, go to Zarephath of | breath left in him. '8So she said to Elijah | 
Sidon and dwell there. Behold, I have com- | “What have I to do with you, O man g 
manded a widow there to provide for you.” | God? You came to me to bring my sin to r. 
“SO he arose and went to Zarephath. When | membrance and to kill my son.” 19But fj | 
he came to the gate of the city, there was a | jah said to her, “Give me your son.” So he 
widow gathering firewood: Elijah called to | took him out of her arms and carried him 
her and said, “Please bring me a little water | to the upper room where he was Staying 
in a cup so I can drink.”t UShe went to get | and laid him on his bed. Then Elijah cried 
it, and Elijah called after her and said, | out to the Lord and said, “Woe is me, 0 
“Please bring me a morsel of bread in your | Lord! The witness of the widow with whom 
hand.” ?But the woman said, “As the Lord | I lodge, you have embittered her by killing 
your God lives, I do not have any bread, | her son.”t 2!Then he stretched himself out 
only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little | on the child three times, and called on the 
oil in a jar. You see I am gathering a couple | Lord and said, “O Lord my God, let the soul 
of sticks, so I can go in and prepare it for | of this child come back to him.”t 22So it 
myself and my son, that we may eat it and happened, and the child cried out. “He 
die." 13But Elijah said to her, “Take | took the child and brought him down from 
courage, and do as you say, but make me a | the upper room of the house, and gave him 
small cake from it first and bring it to me. | to his mother. Elijah said, “Behold, your son | 
Afterward make some for yourself and | lives 24Then the woman said to Elijah. 
your son. “For thus says the Lord, ‘The bin | “Now I know that you are a man of God, 
of flour shall not be used up, and the jar of | and the word of the Lord in your mouth is 
oil shall not run dry, until the day the Lord | the truth” 
sends rain on the earth.’ ”t 5So the woman | | | 
went and did it. Thus she and he and her | = Elijah’s Word to Ahab = . 
children ate for many days. !6The bin of | It came to pass many days later, it 
flour was not used up, and the jar of oil did the third year, the word of the Low 
not run dry, according to the word the Lord | came to Elijah, saying, “Go and appear t0 
spoke by Elijah. Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth” 
l’Now after this, the son of the woman | 2So Elijah went and appeared to Ahab, and 


17:10, 11 Elijah was very poor, but he made others rich, “for it is better to be rich for others than for 
oneself” (AmbM),. While Elijah became poor to make the widow rich, Jesus became poor for the sake ® 
many (2Co 8:9), : tg 
17:12, 13 The woman was threatened not only by poverty but by death itself, not only for herself but 
also for her son. But her faith in the Lord would overcome both (JohnChr). ? ; 
17:14-16 The woman was greater in hospitality than Father Abraham. For he ran to his herd to fetch? 
calf and provided from his wealth, But this woman had nowhere to run to provide for the prophet 
(JohnChr), Neither the flour nor the oil ran out, because the Lord multiplied these things forthe __ 
woman And her children. So too, when this same Lord multiplied the fish and the loaves, the multitud 
should have connected this with what He did for the widow (Mt 14; 15). : 
17:20 Elijah did not command the child to return from the dead. Rather, he cried out to the Lord to 
restore him. This same Lord also demonstrated His power over death after He became incarnate, esP® 
cially when He trampled down death by His death and Resurrection (1Co 15:54,55), its >; 
17:21 Elijah in a mystery stretched himself over the child three times, for the number three is a sacred 
number, It points to the Blessed and Holy Trinity and to the death, burial, and Resurrection of Christ 0 
We are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and we are united *™ | 
Christ in His death, burial and Resurrection, Pe abt er 
18:1, 12 The word is the Son of God, and the Spirit is the Holy Spirit, The Lord (v, 12) is the Father, for tM? 
Word is the Word of the Father, and the Spirit is the Spirit of the Father. Moreover, the Word is a Perso 
as indicated by the pronoun I, for the Word says, | will send rain on the earth: and this statement indica 
the Word's divinity. Then too, “the Spirit” is a Person, which is indicated by the phrase, shall carry yOu 
i l i z — — = . z Ta m = F Seri j 
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17:8-24 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. l yl 









there was a severe famine in Samaria. 
sThen Ahab called Obadiah, who was in 
charge of his house. Now Obadiah feared 
the Lord greatly.t 4For when Jezebel massa- 
cred the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah 
took a hundred prophets and hid them, 
fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and 
water. “So Ahab said to Obadiah, “Let us go 
into the land, to the springs of water and 
brooks. Perhaps we will find grass to keep 
the horses and mules alive, so none of the 
livestock dies.” "So to explore it, they di- 
vided the path between them. Ahab went 
one way by himself, and Obadiah went 
another way by himself. 

7Now Obadiah was alone on his way, and 
Elijah came alone to meet him. Obadiah 
quickly fell on his face in Elijah’s presence 
and said, “My lord Elijah, is that you?”t 8Eli- 
jah replied, “It is I; go, tell your master, ‘Be- 
hold, Elijah is here?” 9So Obadiah said, 
“What sin did I commit for you to give me. 
your servant, into the hand of Ahab to put 
me to death? 10As the Lord your God lives, 
there is not a nation or kingdom where my 
master has not sent to hunt you. if they said, 
‘He is not here, then he set fire to the king- 
dom and its territories, because he did not 
find you. !!So now you say to me, ‘Go, tell 
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if I so do, it shall come to pass, when I leave 
you, the Spirit of the Lord shall carry you to 
a'land I do not know. Moreover, when I go 
and report this to Ahab, he will kill me. Yet 
your servant fears the Lord from his youth.t 
t3Was it not reported to you, my lord, as to 
what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets 





of the Lord, how I hid one hundred men of 


the Lord’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water? !4But now you 
say to me, ‘Go, tell your master, “Behold, 
Elijah is here, ” but he will kill me.” 

‘Then Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts 
lives before whom I stand, today I will ap- 


pear to him.”t !6So Obadiah went to meet 
- Ahab and told him, and Ahab ran out and 


went to meet Elijah. !7When Ahab saw Eli- 
jah, Ahab said to him, “Are you the one who 
is troubling Israel?”t !8Elijah answered, “I 
have not troubled Israel, but rather you and 
the house of your father, in that you for- 
sook the Lord your God and followed after 
the Baals.!%Now therefore, send and gather 


| all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four 
' hundred and fifty prophets of shame, and 


the four hundred prophets of the sacred 
groves who eat at Jezebel’s table.”t 


=. The Victory over Baal 7- 
20S0 Ahab went back to Israel and gath- 


your master, “Behold, Elijah is here’ ”! !2But | ered all the prophets on Mount Carmel. 






18:2 So Elijah went, for he obeyed the Word-and Son of God. Also after “the Word became flesh” 
(Jn 1:14), Elijah appeared with Him on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:3). 
18:3, 12 The beginning point of wisdom in any person is the fear of the Lord (Ps 110:10; Pr 1:7). 
Obadiah feared the Lord from his youth, and he learned to fear the Lord greatly. Thus, he was well 
experienced in the Lord, and he feared the Lord more than he feared Ahab and Jezebel, which is. 
shown by his hiding a hundred of the Lord's prophets (v. 4). | 
18:7 Obadiah’s fear of the Lord is also shown by his deep respect for the prophet Elijah. We, too, show 
this same respect when we venerate his icon and the icon of the Transfiguration. Many Orthodox _ 
churches are named after St. Elijah, also known as St. Elias. 7 
18:12, 14 Obadiah is not showing cowardice when he says, “But he will kill me.” For he risked his life - 
when he hid the hundred prophets of the Lord, Rather, his statement shows we should not put 
ourselves in harm’s way needlessly. This was also true of the Lord Jesus: “After these things Jesus walked 
in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him” Un 7:1). 
18:15, 16 Both Elijah and Obadiah were brave and courageous in the Lord. Elijah had no fear of ap- 
pearing in the presence of Ahab, because he always stood in the presence of One greater than Ahab, 
namely, “the Lord of hosts.” “For he was always eager to make himself fit to appear before God with a 
pure heart, and to submit 'to His will, and His will alone” (AthanG). Obadiah as well had no fear of 
telling Ahab that Elijah wanted to see him. Their courage is one of the four general virtues that pro- 
duce all the other virtues. | > Da bene , 
18:17, 18 Elijah and Ahab obviously present two contradictory judgments. Which ‘one was actually 
troubling Israel? It was time to settle things. For which is the true God in the eyes of Israel, the Lord or 
Baal? Was Elijah the true prophet, or were the 850 prophets of Baal? The answers would soon become 
18:19, 20 The 450 prophets were called prophets of shame because of their anger and wrath. For their 
Worship was filled with passion (v, 28). But Elijah was free from this shame. “Let us free ourselves of this 
emon [of wrath], At its first beginning, let us quench it. Let us put the sign of the cross on our breast, 
45 it were a curb. Wrath is a shameless dog, but let it learn to hear the law of Christ" (JohnChr). - 
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said, “How long will you be undecided be- 
tween two opinions? If the Lord is God, fol- 
low Him, but if Baal; follow him.” But the 
people did not answer.t 22Then Elijah said 
to the people, “I alone remain as a prophet 
of the Lord, but there are four hundred and 
fifty men who are prophets of Baal and 
four hundred prophets of the sacred 
groves. BLet them give us two oxen. Then 
let them choose one bull for themselves, to 


be cut into pieces and laid on the wood; but | 


they shall not light a fire under it. I will pre- 
pare the other bull and lay it on the wood; 
and I will not light a fire under it. “Then 


you will call loudly'on the name of your | 


gods, and I will call on the name of the 
Lord, my God. So it shall come to pass that 
the God who answers by fire, He is God.” 
So all the people answered and said, “The 
word you have spoken is good.” | 

4Then Elijah said to the’ prophets of 
shame, “Choose one calf for yourselves and 


prepare it, for there are many of you. Then | 


call on the name of your god, but do not put 
fire to the wood under it.” 26So they took a 
calf and prepared it, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning until noon, 
Saying, “Hear us, O. Baal, hear us.”But 
there was no voice, for no one answered, 


and they ran. about the. altar they had 


made. 


27Then it came to pass at noon that Elijah 


the Tishbite mocked them and said, “Cry 
out with a loud voice, for he is a god; for ei- 
ther he is away meditating, or he is too 
busy, or preoccupied with other business. 
Perhaps he is sleeping and has need to be 
awakened from his nap.”'28So they cried 
aloud and cut themselves with knives and 
lances, as is their custom, until blood 
gushes forth. They prophesied until early 
evening, until the appointed time to offer 





18:21 The people were indecisive about the 
their souls, Is the true God Baal or the Lord? Baal 
deities; therefore, the worship of Baal included 
come, so would all the rest be. The people wou 


harmony and friendly cooperation, 
fell from heaven. In all this, Elijah proclaimed 


For the fire was kindled by water, 
that where the mystic water is, there is the 
rity, and illuminates the faithful”. (GrgNy), 
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18:30-39 This passage is'read at Vespers of the Feast of 
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Then Elijah came near to all of them and > 


spoke to the prophets of the idols, sayjng — 








true God, and their double-m 
was the name of 
that of many gods. 


, Id soon discover a 
18:30-39 Fire and water are obviously Opposed to o oe 


He is clearly the true Cod oe if the Lord makes them operatè 


ae Christian baptism. 
fice, Elijah clearly proclaimed to us the sacramental RY baptism, 


poured out three 
kindling, | 









the evening sacrifice. But even still, there | 
was ‘no voice. Finally, Elijah the Tishbite 


“Now remove yourselves from this place | 
for I will offer my whole burnt offering" 
And they turned away and departed. : 
30Then Elijah said to the people, “Come — 
near me.” So all the people came near tọ 
him.t® 31Elijah took twelve stones, accord. 
ing to the number of the tribes of Israel, for 
the Lord said, “Israel shall be your name’ 
Then he built an altar with the stones jp 
the name of the Lord, and he repaired the 
altar of sacrifice that was scattered about, 
and around the altar. he made a furrow 
holding two measures of seed: *4He piled 





| the firewood on the altar he had made, di- 


vided. the whole: burnt. offering, laid it on 
the firewood, and laid it in-order on the al- 
tar. “Then -he said, “Bring me four pots of 


į Water, and pour it on the whole burnt offer. | 
| ing and pour. it on the unlit firewood.” They 


did so. Again Elijah said,.“Do it-a second 
time.” So they did it again. Again he said, 
| “Do ita third time,’ So they. did it a third 
time. And the water ran.all about the al 
tar, and even the furrow became filled with 
water. 

3% After this, Elijah cried out to heaven | 
and said, “O: Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, answer me,.O Lord, answer me 
this day. with fire, and let this people know | 
‘You are the God of Israel, and-I am Your 


| Servant; and for Your. sake I-do all thes 


| works. *’Hear me, O Lord, hear-me will 
fire, and let these people know You are thè 

Lord God, so as turn the heart of this pee 
ple back.” Oa 
“Then fire fell from the Lord out of thè | 

| heaven and consumed the whole burnt 0 | 
fering, the firewood, and the water in tht 

furrow. The fire also licked up the stone 
and the soil. 39S0 all the people fell on th!” 
indedness was. destroying | 
a Presiding deity in a community" 
But if the presiding deity were Gob 
ew that the Lord is the one true” 
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faces, and they said, “Truly, the Lord is | Beersheba of Judah, where he left his ser- 
God; He is God.” Elijah then said to the | vant.2 ‘But Elijah himself went a day’s 
people, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Let not | journey into the wilderness, and came and 
one of them escape.” So they seized them, | sat under a juniper tree. He prayed con- 
and Elijah brought them down to the Brook | cerning his life; that he might die, and said, 
Kishon, where he slaughtered them. ` “I pray it be enough, O Lord. Now take oy 
EN N PS DE | life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 
“Aft eestor 3 j arpught ua 3 ‘Then he lay down and slept under a tree. 
‘After this, Elijah said to Ahab; “Go up | | Unexpectedly, someone touched him and 
and eat and drink, for there is a sound of said to him, “Arise and eat.” 6Then Elijah 
rain.” “So Ahab went up to eat and drink. | looked, and there by his head was a cake 
But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, | made of wheat and a jar of water. So he ate 
where he bowed down on the ground.and | and drank; and lay. down again. 7Again the 
put his face between his knees. **He said to | angel of the Lord came back a second time, 
his servant, “Go up and look toward the | touched him, and said, “Arise and eat, be- 
sea.” So the servant went up, and looked | cause the journey is a great many days for 
and said, “There is‘nothing.” Then Elijah | you.” 8So he arose, ate and drank; and he 
said, “Go again seven times, and return to | went with the strength of that food forty 
me seven times.” *#4So it came to pass'that | days and forty nights, as far as Mount 
on the seventh time he said, “Behold: alit- | Horeb: 9There he went into a cave and 
tle cloud, like the footprint of a man, bring- | rested. : 
ing up water.” So Elijah said. “Goun:say to | ) IO 
REAR, ‘Make ead your seat skd Wal | æ The Sound of a Gentle Breeze 7- 
down from here before thé rain overcome? | Behold, the word of the Lord came to him 
you.” “Thus it came to pass that the sky | and said to him, “Elijah, what are you doing 
darkened with black clouds and wind, and | here?” And Elijah said, “I have been very 
there was a heavy downpour of rain. But | zealous for the Lord Almighty since the chil- 
Ahab mourned and went to Jezreel. Then | aren of Israel have forsaken You. They tore 
the hand of the Lord came upon Elijah: and | down Your altars and killed Your prophets 
he girded up his loins and ran ahead of with the sword. I alone am left, and they 
Ahab as far as Jezreel. seek to take my life.”t !!Then He replied, “Go 
out tomorrow and stand on the mountain 
Elijah Flees from Jezebel > before the Lord;.and behold, the Lord will 
] Now Ahab ‘told Jezebel his wife | pass by, and before the Lord, a great and 
J everything Elijah did, and how ‘he | powerful wind will be rending the moun- 
put to death the prophets with the sword. | tains and shattering the rocks; but the Lord 
2Then Jezebel sent to Elijah, saying, “If you | will not be in the wind. After the wind, an 
are Elijah and I this Jezebel, may God do'so | earthquake, but the Lord will not be in the 
tome and more also if at this hour tomor- | earthquake.t '*After the earthquake, there 
row, I do not make your life like the life of | will be a fire, but the Lord will not be in the 
one of them.” 3Elijah was fearful, and’ he | fire. After the fire, there will be a sound of a 
arose and ran for his life. He came to | gentle breeze, and the Lord will be there.” 
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19:4 Elijah was not attached to this transient life, for his vision was life in the'world to. come. “Holy — 
men have often lamented their lengthy dwelling here” (AmbM). St. Paul.also longed to depart to be 
with Christ (Php 1:21-24). | Haredim tekt orsmes ria e}bor | | 
19:10 The children of Israel forsook the Lord because an angry and wrathful temper took hold of them, 
or God cannot-be known in that kind of disposition, He can only be known in. and through the virtues, 
such as gentleness. mn nv ay | VGE Bla AI D aW È 
19:11, 12 The Holy Spirit (a great and powerful wind) manifests His grace in a variety of ways in prayer. 
n some He “rends the mountains” of sinful passions and “shatters the rocks" of hardened hearts. In 
others He is like “an earthquake,” which is an inward sense of jubilation or exultation. Yet again in oth- 
€rs, He is a nonmaterial fire, Finally, in others He is “a gentle breeze," which occurs when Christ comes | 
to dwell in the heart, as St, Paul said in Eph 3:17 (GrgSinai). aupor res 
EEEN aerer CL TTT Tell ve gE daa bes 
19:3-9, 11-13, 15, 16 This passage is read on August 6, the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. HOCES AU ORES HN | 
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his face in his mantle, and went out and 
stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly 
a Voice came to him and said, “Elijah, what 
are you doing here?”t '4He replied, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord Almighty, 
since the children of Israel have forsaken 


Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and | 


killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone 
am left, and they seek to take my life.” 
\5Then the Lord said to him, “Go and return 
on your way to the desert of Damascus. 
When you arrive, anoint Hazael as king 
over Syria. !®You shallalso anoint Jehu the 


son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and shall | 


anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat. of Abel 
Meholah as prophet in your place. "Who: 
ever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will 


kill; and whoever escapes the sword. of | 


Jehu, Elisha will kill. ‘And you will leave 
seven thousand in Israel; all those whose 
knees have not bowed to Baal, and whose 
mouth has not kissed him.”* 


Elisha Follows after Elijah => 

I9Fliiah departed from there: and found 
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was-plow- 
ing with twelve yoke of oxen before: him. 
Then Elijah passed by him and threw his 
mantle on him. 2°So Elisha left the oxen, 
and ran after Elijah and said, “I will kiss my 
father, then I will follow after you.” Elijah 
said to him, “Return, for | have done this 
for you.” 2/!Elisha returned from following 
him, and took a pair of oxen, and slaugh- 


SS 


your vineyard, and it will be my garden for 
herbs; for it is near my house. In return, | 
will give you a better vineyard. Or if yöt 
prefer, I will give you money for it, and jį | 
will be my herb garden.” *But Naboth said 
to Ahab, “The Lord forbid that I should giye | 
the inheritance of my fathers to you.”t | 

4So Ahab’s spirit was disturbed; and he | 
lay down on his bed and covered his face — 
He would not eat any food.t °But Jezebel 
his wife came to him and said to him, “Why 
is your spirit disturbed, and you are not eat. | 
ing any food?” ®He said to her, “Because | | 
spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to 
him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money 
Otherwise, if you like, I will give you an- 
other vineyard for it. And he answered, | 
will not give you the inheritance of my fa- 
thers: ” 7Then Jezebel his wife said to him, 
“Do you not now exercise authority over ls- 
rael? Arise, eat some food, and be yourseli. 
t will give you the vineyard-of Naboth the 





` Jezreelite.” 8So she wrote.a letter in Ahab's 


tered them. He boiled their flesh with the | 


proper equipment, and gave it to the people 
to eat. He then arose and followed Elijah, 
and ministered to him. i 


a. Naboth Killed for His Vineyard 


2 Naboth the Jezreelite had a vine» 


_ yard in Jezreel, next to the thresh- 
ing floor of Ahab king of Samaria. ?So 
Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me 





Lord” (v. 15) Elijah was obedient to Him (v; 19). 


| name, sealed it with his seal, and sent the 


ietter to the elders and the nobles dwelling 
in the city with Naboth. 9She wrote in the 
ietters, saying, “Proclaim a fast, and seal | 
Naboth with high honor among the people | 
and seat two men before him, scoundrels 
to bear. witness against him, saying, ‘He 
cursed God and the king. Then take him 
out and stone him, that he dies.” | 
Thus themen of his city, the elders and 
nobles, inhabitants of his. city, did ® 
Jezebel requested them, as it was written !! 
the letters she sent to. them. /2They PI 
claimed a fast and seated Naboth with hig! 
honor among the people. !3Two mèh 
scoundrels, also came, in and sat befor 
him. The scoundrels witnessed agains 
him, against Naboth, and in the presence? 
the people, saying, “Naboth. cursed &® | 
and the king.” So they took him outside t"? 


city and stoned him with stones, that " 


might die. “Then they sent to Jezebel. S% 





19:13 The Son of God (a Voice) came to Elijah, who called Him “the Lord Almighty” (v. 14) and “the 


19:18 Although God's promises were made to the whole nation of Israel, only a'remnant of sever, 
thousand were saved in Elijah’s day. St. Paul calls these “a remnant according to the election of grac? 


(Rom 11:2-5). The apostle also points out that ‘election is based on foreknowledge (Rom 8:29; 11:2} 
He also 3 knowle om 8:29; 11:44 
the Lord knows ahead of time those who are worthy, "By saying ‘election,’ eg pai their appre 


val 


and by saying ‘grace,’ he showed the gift of God" (JohnChr). | | 
20:3 Naboth was a man of discernment, righteousness, courage, and self-control: therefore, he reject? | 


Ahab's request, i 


20:4 Ahab’s spirit was disturbed because his desire to 


frustrated desire produced anger and depression in 
virtues seen in Naboth. 


purchase Naboth’s vineyard was frustrated. Hi ef} 


him, and ultimately murder, for he lacked those ji 
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ing, z, “Naboth has been stoned and i is dead. ia 


isWhen Jezebel heard it, she said to Ahab. 
“Arise and take possession of the vineyard 
of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he did not 
give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, 
but dead.” '*When Ahab heard that Naboth 
the Jezreelite was dead, he tore his clothes 
and put on sackcloth. After that, Ahab 
arose and went down to take possession of 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 


æ The Evil Deeds of Ahab 7 


17Then the Lord said to Elijah the Tish- 


bite, '8“Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of 
Israel, who lives in Samaria. He is there in 
the vineyard of Naboth, for he went there 
to take possession of it. You shall speak 
this to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “As 
you were involved in murder, and took pos- 
session,” therefore, Thus says the Lord: “In 
every place where the swine and dogs 
licked the blood of Naboth, in ithe same 
place shall the dogs lick your biood; and in 


your blood the prostitutes) shall bathe | 


themselves.”’” 2°9So Ahab said to Elijah, 
“My enemy, you have surely found me.” Eli- | 
jah replied, “I have found you because you 
sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the 


Lord, to provoke Him to anger.t 2! Thus says | have.” 


the Lord, ‘Behold, I shall bring evils upon 
you, and before you, fires kindle. I will ut- 
terly destroy the males of Ahab, and him 
who is shut up and left in Israel. 241 will 
make your house like the house of Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat, and like the house 
of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the 
way you provoked Me to anger and made 
Israel sin.’ 23The Lord spoke of Jezebel, say- 


ing, ‘The dogs shall devour her by the outer | 


wall of Jezreel’ 24The dogs shall devour the 
one of Ahab who dies in the city, and the 
one of Ahab who dies’ in the field, the birds 
of the sky shall devour.” 

25Nevertheless, Ahab sold himself to 
vainly do what is evil in the sight of the 
Lord, because his wife Jezebel led him 








batray’t He behaved abominably in fol- 
lowing after idols, just as all the Amorites 
had done, whom the Lord utterly cast out 
before the sons of Israel. But as a result of 
the word, Ahab became deeply troubled be- 
fore the Lord. He fasted, he ripped his shirt, 
and put sackcloth on his body. He also put 
on sackcloth the day he killed Naboth the 
Jezreelite. 23Concerning Ahab, the word of 
the Lord came by the hand of His servant 


| Elijah the Tishbite. The Lord said, 2°“Did 


you see how Ahab humbled himself before 
Me? I will not bring the evil in his days. But 
in the days of his son, I will bring evil upon 
his house.” 


=. Ahab’s Defeat of Syria =- 


Now the son of Hadad the king of 
Syria gathered all his forces, and 
went-up and besieged Samaria, and made 
war against it. He had thirty-two kings with 
him, with horses and chariots.t Then he 
sent notice to Ahab king of Israel in the city 
Jand said to him, “Thus says the son of 
' Hadad, ‘Your silver and your gold are mine; 
your wives and your children are mine.’ ” 
4The king of Israel answered and said, “O 
lord and king, I am yours, and everything I 
‘Then the messengers came back 
and said, “Thus says the son of Hadad, ‘In- 
deed I sent notice to you, saying, “You shall 


deliver to me your. silver and gold, your 


wives and children,” Sfor I will send my ser- 
vants to you at this time tomorrow, and 
they shall search your house and the 
houses of your servants. Whatever is pleas- 
ant in their eyes, they will put it in their 
hands and take it.’” “The king of Israel 
then called all the elders and said, “Know 
and consider, this man seeks to ruin us. He 
sent notice to me concerning my wives, my 
sons and daughters, although I did not 
deny him my silver and my gold.” §But all 
the elders and all the people said to him, 
“Do not listen or consent.” 9Thus he said to 
the messengers of the son of Hadad, “Tell 





20:20 Ahab said himself to do evil which he conimitted by his own free will, for he was not forced to . 

sin by any necessity imposed on him by his human nature. Truly, like Ahab, we sell ourselves to commit 

sins by our own free choice, as St. Paul points out in Rom 7:14. 

20:25 Nor did Ahab’s wife Jezebel force Ahab to sin, although she led him astray, For Ahab followed 

his wife's advice because he willed it of his own free choice. In this choice, he was like Adam of old, 

who ate from the forbidden tree because he was deceived by Eve. 

21:1-3 The son of Hadad the king of Syria was an icon of covetousness: Your pRa and your Gola are 

mine; your wives and your children are mine; therefore, the Lord was opposed to:him. But only the 
ord can deliver us from king covetousness (v. 13). Covetousness is one of the sinful passions that defiles 

a person (Mk 7:22, 23). In another place, Jesus warns, “Take heed and beware of poveran Ton one’s 
ife does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses" (Lk 12:15). - | `i 
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horses and chariots. He killed those of 
Syria with a great slaughter. Then the 
prophet'came to the king of Israel and said, | 
| “Strengthen and reinforce yourself; leary 
and observe’ what you will do, because the 
son of Hadad the king of Syria willbe re. 





your lord, ‘Everything you sent as a de- 
mand to your servant the first time I will 
do, but this thing I cannot do. ” 

The messengers departed and carried 
back to him a response. Then the son of 
Hadad sent word back and said to him, 
“May God'do so to me and more also, if the | turning within the year to march against 
dust of Samaria shall be sufficient y all | you”. . 
the cunning people of my infantry.” !!Sothe | — | a 
kingofIsreel answered and saida“Enougn' | =i > Mhe synen Stack turned Bachi 
Let the hunchback not boast like a man 23The servants of the king of Syria said to 

him, “The God of Israel is a god of the 


who stands erect.” 2And it came to pass, | 
when the son of Hadad heard this answer, | mountains, and not a god of the. valleys, 
Therefore he was stronger than we. But if 


he and all the kings were drinking in their | 
we battle them in the plain, surely they will 


tents. He said to his servants, “Build ram- es | 
parts, and place ramparts against the city,” | not be stronger) than we. But do: this: 


i3Then behold, a prophet approached the | Send away the kings, each one to his place, 
king of Israel, saying, “Thus says the Lord, | and replace them with satraps of Persia. 
‘Have you seen this great multitude? Be- | *°Thenoyou:shali muster an army equal to 
hold today, I will deliver it into your hand, | the army -you lost, horse for horse and 
and you shall know that I am the Lord’ ” | chariot for -chariot. Then: we will battle 
4S0 Ahab said, “In what way?” The prophet | against them in the plain, and surely we 
said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘By the young. | will be stronger than they.” And the son of 
men of the governors of the regions’ ” | Hadad listened to their voice and did so. 
Then Ahab’ said, “Who will set the battle | 2°When it was one year later, the son of 
in order?” The prophet answered, “You.” | Hadad reviewed the Syrians and went up 
550 Ahab visited the young men of the | to Aphek to war against Israel. *”/They were 
governors of the regions; and they were | well organized'and went to meet them. The 
two hundred thirty. After them he reviewed | sons of Israel encamped before them like 
all the people, every son of the army, sixty | two flocks of goats, but the Syrians filled 
thousand. the land with their army. | 
ul6Then he marched out at noon, while the 28Then a man of God came and spoke to | 
son of Hadad was drinking himself sense- | the king of Israel and said, “Thus says the 
less in Sochoh,; he and his allies of thirty- | Lord, ‘Because Syria said, “The Lord God 
two kings. The young men of the gover- | of Israel is aigod of the mountains, but He 
nors of the regions went out first. Those of | is not a god of the valleys.’ therefore, | will 
Syria sent a report to the king of Syria, say- | deliver this entire great multitude into youl 
ing, “Men have come out from Samaria,” | hand, and you shall know I am the Lord. ’ 
'8The son of Hadad said to them, “If they | 29So they encamped opposite: them for 
have come for peace; take them alive. If | seven days. And on the seventh day the bat 
they have come out for war, take them | tle was joined, and in one day the children 
alive”; because he did not: believe the | of Israel killed one hundred thousand foot 
young men of the governors of the regions | soldiers of the Syrians. 3°The rest fled t0 | 
had marched out of the city. ¢?But the army Aphek, into the city, but there a wall fell 
that went out behind them, each of them | upon twenty-seven thousand of the remai 
struck down the man beside him, and each | ing men. Asifor the son of Hadad, he fle 
of them struck down two more. So the Syr- | into a house and hid in the private chambe! 
ians fled, and Israel pursued them vigor- | of the bedroom, j | 
ously. The son of Hadad the king of Syria} 3!Then he said to his servants, “I kno 
escaped on a horse of a cavalryman. 2'!Then | the kings of Israel to be merciful kings. Lel 
the king of Israel went out and took the | us put sackcloth around our waists a0“ 








21:23 The king of Syria was an icon of a heretic, for his servants convinced ‘him God of Is 

| | | him, saying, The God of > | 

rael is a god of the mountains, and not a god of the valleys. For they believed God Was circumscribed 

and therefore limited and contained within creation. To refute this reasoning, the Lord delivered israel 

sen sh age (v. fet mio the Lord h at war with heresy because it opposes the salvation of mankin® — 
e circumscribes His creation, yet He is present within it, seeking to save the lost. Fo ugh Heis 

uncontained by creation, He became incarnate to save it. ti AT : ya Efatha 
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ropes around our heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel; perhaps he may spare our 


lives.” 82So they put sackcloth around their | 


waists and put ropes around their heads 
and said to Ahab the king of Israel, “Your 
servant the son of Hadad says, ‘Allow my 
life to be spared.’ ” The king said; “Does he 
still live? He is my brother.” 3The men took 
this as an omen, and listened carefully to 
the words from the mouth of the servant. 
Then the men said, “Your brother is the son 
of Hadad.” The king said, “Go in and bring 
him here.” So the son of Hadad came out 
with them, and they brought him to the 
chariot. “tHe said to him, “I will restore the 
cities my father took from your father. You 
may set up marketplaces for yourself in 
Damascus, as my father did in Samaria. i 
will make a treaty with you.” So he made a 
treaty with him and sent him away. 
Ahab Is Condemned = 

33Now a certain man of the sons-of the 
prophets said to his neighbor. by the word 
of the Lord, “Strike me down.” But the man 
refused to strike him. *®Then he said to him, 


“Because you did not obey the voice of the | 


Lord, surely, as soon as you depart from 
me, a lion shall kill you.” Thus as soon as 
he left him, a lion found and killed him. 
%7Then he found another man and’ said, 
“Strike me down.” So the man struck him 
and inflicted a wound. **The prophet de- 
parted, and waited for the king of Israel by 


the road, and disguised himself with a 


bandage over his eyes. 29Now as the king 
passed by, he cried out to the king and said, 
“Your servant went out against the army in 
the war, and behold, a man brought a man 
to me and said to me, ‘Guard this man. But 
if by some means he escapes, your life shall 
be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent 
Of silver. 49So it came to pass that your ser- 
vant was looking here and there, but he 
was not to be found. But the king of Israel 
Said to him, ‘Behold, you destroyed the am- 
bush meant for me,’ ” | Ny atta 

Then the prophet hurried to take the 
bandage off his eyes, and the king of Israel 








recognized him as one of the prophets. He 
said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because 
you freed a man meant for destruction at 
your hand: therefore, your life shall be in 
place of his life; and your people in place of 

his people.’ ” 42So the king of Israel left, and 

returned to Samaria confused and weary. 


=, Micaiah the Prophet Warns Ahab 7- 
2 Three years passed without war 
between Syria and Israel. Then- it 
came to pass that inthe third year, 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah traveled 
down to. the king of Israel. 2And the king of 
Israel said to his servants, “Do you know 
| that Ramoth in Gilead is ours? But we are 
| silent about taking it from the hand of the 
| king of Syria.” 4So the king of Israel said to 
| Jehoshaphat, “Will you go; with. us to fight 
| at: Ramoth. Gilead?” Jehoshaphat said to 
| the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my peo- 
| ple- as, your,.people,,my -horses as, your 
horses.” “Also, Jehoshaphat.said to the king 

_ of Israel, “Ask the Lord today.” l 
‘Then :the:. king of Israel gathered the 
prophets ,together, about four hundred 
men,,and the king said to them, “Shall I go 
and fight against. Ramoth. Gilead, or shall I 
refrain?” So they said, “Go up, for the Lord 
will surely deliver it into the hands of the 
king.” 7But Jehoshaphat said to the king of 
Israel, “Is there yet not here another 
prophet of the Lord, that, we may inquire of 
the Lord through him?” 8So the king: of Is- 
rael said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one 
man, Micaiah the,son of Imlah, by whom 
we may inquire.of the Lord. But for myself, 
I hate him. because he does not prophesy 
good concerning me, but only evil.” Je- 
hoshaphat the king of Judah said, “Let not 
the king say such things.” "Then the king of 
Israel called a eunuch and said, “Quickly, 
bring Micaiah the son of Imlah here.” . 
The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah sat, each man on his throne, 
with armed men within the gates of 
Samaria, and all the prophets prophesied 
before them,t Now Zedekiah the son of 
Chenaanah made horns of iron for himself 





22:10 The king of Israel and the king of Judah were sitting on their thrones, but the Lord was also sit- 
Ung on His throne, reigning over the affairs of men (v, 19), All the host of heaven were also around His 
throne. The Lord then sent “a deceiving spirit” (v.22) to deceive Ahab through all his false prophets, 

But there was only one true prophet among them, Micaiah. Likewise, throughout Church history there — 
ave been many false prophets and a few true ones; “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
*pirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jn 4:1). - 
Since biblical times, the true prophets are the Holy Fathers of the Church, who have handed down the © 

true teachings of the Holy Scriptures tous.) HEM SNA” BISI lssyel To Bait sni ox 
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and said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘With these 
you shall gore Syria until they are brought 
to an end. ” !*All the prophets prophesied 
in the same manner, saying, “Go up to. 
Ramoth Gilead and you will prosper, for 
the Lord will deliver it into your hands, 
even the king of Syria.” | 

t3Then the messenger who went to call 
Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Behold, all 
the prophets, speaking in one accord, are 
Saying good things to the king. Come now, 
and let your word be as theirs, and speak 
good things.” “But Micaiah said, “As the 
Lord lives, I will say whatever the Lord | 
says to me.” Then he came to the king, 
and the king said to him, “Micaiah shail we 
go to war against Ramoth Gilead. cr shal! 
we refrain?” He answered him, “Go and | 
prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the 
hand of the king.” !®So the king said to him, 
“How many times shall | make you swear 
you are telling me nothing but the truth in 











1 


the name of the Lord?” '’Micaiah said; “it | 


was not so. I saw all Israel being scattered | 
on the mountains, like a shepherd without 
a flock. The Lord is not with them. Let each 
return to his house in peace.” '*Then the 
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat the king 
of Judah, “Did I not tell you he would not 
prophesy good concerning me, but on the 
contrary, evil?” 


\9Micaiah said, “No, this is not so, for I | 


hear the word of the Lord. This is not so, for 
I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all 
the host of heaven standing by on His right 
hand and on His left. 2°Then the Lord said, 
‘Who will deceive Ahab the king of Israel, 
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth 
Gilead?’ One spoke one way and another 
spoke in another way. ?!Then a spirit came 
forth and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I 
will deceive him.’ The Lord said to him, ‘In 
what way?’ 22So he said, ‘I will go out and 
be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets.’ The Lord said, ‘You shall deceive 
him, and you shall prevail. Go and do so.’ 
23Now behold, the Lord put a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all these prophets of yours. So- 
the Lord has spoken evil things against 


you.” | 
24Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 


went near and struck Micaiah on the cheek | 


and said, “Which spirit of the Lord is 
speaking in you?” And Micaiah said, “In- | 
deed, you shall see on that, day when you 
go into an inner chamber to hide yourself.” 
26So the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah 





tains of the chariots saw it was not the king 


and return him to Amon, the governor w 
the city, and to Joash, son of the king; 7anq_ 
place him in prison. Feed him with bread o 
suffering and water of suffering until I re. 
turn in peace.” But Micaiah said, “If yo, 
return in peace, the Lord did not speak 
through me.” | | 


æ Ahab Killed in Battle 


29So the king of Israel and Jehoshapha 
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth 
Gilead. 3°The king of Israel said to Je. 
hoshaphat the king of Judah, “I will dis. 
guise myself and go into battle; but you put 
on my robes.” So the king of Israel dis. 
guised himself and went into battle. 

31Now the king of Syria commanded the 
thirty-two captains of his chariots, saying 
“Fight with no one small or great except the 
king of Israel.” 3250 when the captains of 
the chariots saw Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, they said, “Surely it is the king of Is- 
rael.” So they encircled him to fight him, | 
and Jehoshaphat cried out. 33When the cap- 


of Israel, they turned back from pursuing 
him. °4Now a certain man drew his bow a 
random, and struck the king of Israel be 
tween the lungs and the breastplate. So the 
king said to the driver of his chariot, “Tum 
around, and take me out of the battle; for! 
am wounded.” 7 | Fa! 
35The battle turned that day, and the kins | 
was propped up in his chariot facing th 
Syrians, and he died at evening. The blo 
ran out from the wound onto the floor? 
the chariot. 36Then, as the sun was going 
down, a shout went throughout the arm 
saying, “Every man to his city, and ev 
man to his own land.” | 
37S0 the king died and was. brought © 
Samaria, where they buried him, ~; i 
also bathed: the chariot at a pool 
Samaria, and the dogs and the swine lick? | 
up his blood while the prostitutes bath” 
according to the words the Lord SP nd 
39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab il 
everything he did, the ivory house he Di 
and all the cities he built, are they not Wi 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles O` is 
kings of Israel? “So Ahab rested Wit) ‘i 
fathers. Then Ahaziah his son reign® | 
his place, oe : 
«n. Jehoshaphat Is King of Judah ante | 
4\Jehoshaphat the son of Asa ena 


b 
king over Judah in the fourth year of iy 
king of Israel. Jehoshaphat was 














| five years old when he became king, and he 


reigned for twenty-five years in Jerusalem. 


His mother’s name was Azubah the daugh- | 
ter of Shilhi. “Now he walked in all the- 


ways of his father Asa. He did not turn 


| aside from them, but did what was right in 


the eyes of the Lord. Nevertheless, the 
high places were not taken away, for the 
people offered sacrifices and burned in- 
cense on the high places. Jehoshaphat 
also made peace with the king of Israel. 
46Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat 
and the might that he showed, are they not 


| written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 


kings of Judah? #/So Jehoshaphat rested 


| with his fathers, and was buried with his 
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fathers in the City of David his father. Then 
Jehoram his son reigned in his place. 


=. Azariah Is King of Israel 7- 

48Ahaziah the son of Ahab became king 
over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 
reigned two years over Israel. He did evil 
in the sight of the Lord and walked in the 
way of his father Ahab, and in the way of 
his mother Jezebel, and in the sins of the 
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
had made Israel sin. *°For he served the 
Baals and worshiped them, and provoked 
the Lord God of Israel to anger, according 
to all the things done before him. 
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Bac kg rou nd- ‘The writers were chanel he with what happened in 
the southern kingdom of Jace (see background. notes on 3 Kingdoms). 
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Bee Spe | 
$ |. The Northern Kin eon of Israel until It II. Judah until the Day of Its Fall 
Fall: (1:1—17:41) (18:1—25:30) 
A. The prophetic iabors of Elijah and Elisha A. The kingdom of Judah under Hezekiah 
(1:3—9:19) ) (18:1—20:21) 
B. From Jehu to the fall of Israel B. Manasseh and Amon rule Judah 
(9:41 17:41) (21:1-26) 
C. Reforms in Judah (22:1—23:30) 
D. The last sony of ee pi; 31—23: ae : 





~ Ahaziah Judged by God. = 
After the death of Ahab, Moab reneged 















them, “Why did you return?” ®They said t0 
on its covenant with Israel. 2Now | him, “A man came up to meet us, and said 
Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his | to us, ‘Go, return to the king who sent you, 
upper room in Samaria and was injured. | and say to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Is i! 
He sent messengers, telling them, “Go, 
inquire of Baal-Zebub, god of Ekron, 
whether I shall recover from this injury.” 
And they went to inquire of him. *But the 
Angel of the Lord said to Elijah the 
Tishbite, “Arise, go and meet the messen- 
gers of Ahaziah, the king of Samaria, and 
say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God 
in Israel that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-Zebub god of Ekron?t 4This is not 
true,’ says the Lord, ‘and you shall not 
come down from the bed to which you have 
gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ” 
So Elijah went and told them. When the 


| are going to inquire of Baal-Zebub god 0 


down from the bed to which you have gon? 
up, but you shall surely die” ” °” 7Then thè 


guishing marks of the man who came wy 
meet you and told you these words?” ° 
answered him, “A hairy man wearing ? 
leather belt around his waist.” 


Then the king sent to him a captain of 
with his fifty men. So he went up to 
and there was Elijah, sitting on the top 








1:3, 4 The prophet Elijah teaches us that God can step into the lives and condition of His people any 
time He pleases. ae 
1:8 The outward appearance and spirit of Elijah are recognizable in John the Baptist, “the second Eli- 
jah” (Mt 3:4). es 


we 
w | 


A messengers returned to the king, he asked 


| because there is no God in Israel that you : 


Ekron? This is not true. You shall not comè | 


king said to them, “What were the distil 


And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite” | 


ft 





king summoned you. Come down!”t 0B ]i- 
jah answered and said to the captain of 
fifty, “If I am a man of God, then fire will 
come down from heaven and consume you 
and your fifty men.” And fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the captain of 
fifty and his fifty,t '|'Then the king again 
sent to him another captain of fifty with his 
fifty men. He answered and said to. him, 
“Man of God, the king said, ‘Come down 
quickly!’ ” 2S0 Elijah answered and spoke 
to him, “If I am a man of God, fire will come 
down from heaven and consume you and 
your fifty men.” The fire of God came down 
from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty. ’Then the king sent yet a third cap- 
tain of fifty with his fifty men. The third 
captain of fifty went up, and came and fell 
on his knees before Elijah and pleaded 
with him, and said to him, “Man of God. 


please let my life and the life of these fifty | 


servants of yours be precious in your sight. 


Look, fire came down from heaven and i 
captains of fifties | 


burned up the first two 
with their fifties. But let my life now be pre- 
cious in your sight.” | 

The Angel of the Lord said to Elijah, 
“Go down with him; do, not be afraid of 
him.” So he arose and went down with him 
to the king. !6Then Elijah spoke to him and 
said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Why did you 
send captains with fifty messengers to in- 


quire? It shall not be. so. You shall not. 


come down from the bed to which you 
have gone up, but you shall surely die.’ ” 
So he died according to the word of the 
Lord which Elijah spoke. !8Now the rest of 


the acts Ahaziah did, are these not written | 


in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? | 


| 





\9Jehoram, the son of Ahab, reigned over 
Israel in Samaria twelve years, beginning 
in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, king 
of Judah. 2°He did evil before the Lord, but 
not as his brothers nor as his mother. ~He 
removed the'pillars of Baal which his fa- 
ther made and broke them into pieces; nev- 
ertheless, he was joined to the sins of the 
house of Jeroboam, which caused Israel to 
sin. He did not remove himself from them. 
22The Lord in anger was furious against the 
house of Ahab, | | 


= Elijah Caught Up to Heaven -7 

As the time came to be for the Lord to 

take up Elijah into heaven by a whirl- 
wind, Elijah and Elisha went from Gilgal.t 
“Then Elijah. said to Elisha, “Stay here, 
piease, for the Lord sent me to Bethel.” But 
Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as your 
soul lives, [ will not leave you!” So they 
went to, Bethel.. 32Now the sons of the 
prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha, and 
seid to him, “Do you know that this day the 
Lord will take away your master from over 
your head?” And he said, “I know. Please be 
silent!” gs lies er i 

‘Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay 

here, please, for the Lord sent me to Jeri- 
cho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
your soul lives, I will not leave you!” And 
they went to Jericho. *Now the sons of the 
prophets in Jericho came to Elisha and said 
to him, “Do you know that this day the 
Lord will take away your master from over 
your, head?” So he answered, “I. know, 
please be silent!” “Then Elijah said to. him, 
“Stay here, please, for the Lord sent me on 
to the Jordan.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord 
lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave 





| i 


1:9-15 “Two princes'and a hundred who were with them were burned, because they approached the 

Mountain on which Elijah was sitting, who ascended in a chariot of fire to heaven. . . . Accordingly, 
eloved, the righteous shall be tried by the fire, like gold and silver and goodly stones, and the wicked 

shall be burned in the fire like straw and reed and stubble, and the fire shall have power upon them | 


and they shall be burned” (AphP). 


1:10 Elijah’s word brought the consuming fire down from heaven, the same consuming fire made ` 
ad in Nm 11:1 and spoken of by the apostles (Lk 9:54). Heidel Bl att | | PEN 
“1 As Enoch (Gn 5:24) was translated to heaven without experiencing his own death, so too was Eli- 


i 


thus making known to us that God alone has the keys of life, death, and the grave. ERS 


W pei 
here Joshua's men, in obedience and love o 


2:1-8 The name Gilgal speaks of faith and nope in God as opposed to faith in the fallen world. This is 
God, were circumcised to cut themselves off from this 


ie ly realm. Gilgal literally means “a rolling,” for the Lord had rolled away Israel's reproach in Egypt ` 
„OS 5:9). Thus, Elijah leaves the place of rolling, Gilgal, and in zeal and faith enters into Bethel, the 


Ouse of God”—the heavenly realm. 
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vou!” So both of them went on. ‘Fifty 
men of the sons of the prophets went and 


stood facing them at a distance, while the- 


two of them stood by the Jordan. "Now 
Eliiah took his mantle, rolled it up, and 
struck the water. The water divided this 
way. and that, and the two of them crossed 
on dry ground.t 


9So it was that during the time they | 


crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask 
what I may do for you, before I am taken 
away from you.” Elisha said, “Please let a 
double portion of your spirit be upon me.” 
10So Elijah said, “You have asked a hard 
thing. If you see me when I am taken up 
from you, it shall be so for you; and if nof, 





bank of the River Jordant "He took py, 
jah’s mantle which had fallen upon him 
and struck the water, but it did not divide 
Then he said, “Where is the Lord God o 





| Elijah himself?” And he struck the wate | 


again, and it divided this way and that. $y 
Elisha crossed over. '°When the sons of the 
prophets in Jericho met him and saw him, 
they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests 9, 
Elisha.” And they came to meet him and 
bowed to the ground before him. !®They 
said to him, “Look! There are fifty men of 
power with your servants. Please let them 
go and search for your master, lest perhaps 
the Spirit of the Lord took him up and cast 
him into the Jordan or onto one of the 








it shall not be so.” !!Thus it came to be, aS | mountains or onto one of the hills.” Elisha 
they walked and continued to talk, behold | said, “Send no one.” '’But they urged him : 


a chariot of fire appeared with horses of 
fire, and the fire separated them one from 
the other; and Elijah was taken up into 
heaven by a whirlwind.t 

i2Then Elisha saw it and cried aloud. “fa- 
ther, O father, the chariot of Israel and its 


horsemen!” He saw Elijah no more, and he | 
took hold of his own clothes and ture them | 


into two pieces.t 3Then he raised Elijah’s 
mantle, which fell from Elijah and upon Eli- 
sha, and Elisha returned and stood on the 








you, ‘Do not go’?” | 


till he was ashamed, and he said, “Send | 


them!” They sent fifty men and searched 
for three days, but did not find him. '*They 


came back to where Elisha stayed in Jeri: 
cho. And he said to them, “Did I not say to 


— 


= Elisha Works Miracles =- 
Then the men of the city said to Elisha, 
“Behold, as my lord can see, this city isa 


pleasant place to live, but the water is bad, 


2:6 The Jordan River is a type of baptism, a crossing over from this fallen world to our promised in- 
heritance—life in the world to come. Christ fulfills this promise through His Incarnation and His bap- | 


tism (Mk 1:9). 


2:8-14 Moses foreshadowed baptism when he parted the Red Sea (Ex 14:16-23). Joshua parted the 


| 


River Jordan with the ark of the covenant (Jos 3:13-17), and so did Elijah and Elisha when they struck 
the River Jordan with Elijah’s mantle. “O how great is the virtue of the Saints! Not only their words; not | 
only their bodies, but even their very garments are always esteemed venerable by the whole creation: 
The sheepskin of this man divided the Jordan!” (JohnChr). | | 
2:11 The manner of Elijah being separated from Elisha shows the power and authority of God. “Be- | 
cause Elijah restrained the desire of the body, he withheld rain from the adulterous; because he kept hs 
body under control, he withheld dew from the whoremongers, who let their fountains be loosely 
poured out. Because the hidden fire of the lust of the body did not rule in him, to him the fire from 
high was obedient. And since he subdued on the earth the lust of the flesh, he went up there where 


holiness dwells and is at peace” (Eph). 


2:12 He saw Elijah no more: Like Elijah, Moses also disappeared, for “no one knows his grave to this 
day” (Dt 34:6). The ministries or offices of Moses and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets of 


God, are fulfilled in Christ (Mt 17:3). 


2:13 “For Elijah left a sheepskin [mantle] to his disciple, but the Son of God ascending left to us His 
own flesh! Elijah indeed, cast off his mantle, before he went up; but Christ left it behind for our sakes 
and yet retained it when He ascended, Let us not then be cast down. Let us not lament, nor fear the 
difficulty of the times, for He who did not refuse to pour out His blood for all, and has suffered us to 
partake of His flesh and of His blood again, what will He refuse to do for our safety?” (JohnChr), 


2:15 The sons of the prophets show proper reverence in the presence of the holy prophet Elisha, a for 


shadowing of apostolic succession, 





—> [m 
2:6-14 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. — 
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and the ground is barren.’ 20So Elisha 
said, “Bring me a new water pitcher and 
put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 
21Then he went out to the spring of the wa- 
ters and cast Salt into it, and said, “Thus 
says the Lord: ‘I have healed these waters; 
from them there shall no longer be death or | 
barrenness- ” 22So the water was healed by 
the word Elisha spoke, and so it remains to- 
day. 

23From there he went up to Bethel. Along 
the way some young boys came from the | 
city who continued teasing him by saying, 
“Go up, baldy, go up!”t 24So Elisha turned 
around and stared at them. He then cursed 
them in the name of the Lord, and two fe- 
male bears came out of the woods ere 





mauled forty-two of the boys: rrom there 
he went to Mount Carmel, and from there 
he returned to Samaria. | 


= Israel and Moab at War -= | 
Jehoram the son.of Ahab became king | 
over Israel in the eighteenth year of | 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reignec | 
for twelve years. 2He did evil in the eyes of 
the Lord, but not like his father and 
mother, for he removed the sacred pillars 
of Baal his father built. *But still he 
persisted in the sin of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who caused Israel to sin; he did not | 
depart from it. ob 
4Now Mesha king of Moab was a herds- 
man, and in the beginning of the year he 
regularly paid tribute to the king of Israel, 
one hundred thousand lambs and the wool 
of one hundred thousand rams. °But when 
Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled 
against the king of Israel. “So King Jeho- 
ram went out of Samaria at that time and 
inspected all Israel. 7Then he went and sent 
to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, saying, “The 
king of Moab rebelled against me. Will you 
£0 with me to fight against Moab?” And he 
Said, “I will go. I am as you are, my people 
as your people, my horses as your horses.” 
en he said, “Which way shall we go up?” 
mae he answered, “By way of the Desert of 
. m.” 
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9So the king of Israel went with the king 
of Judah and the king of Edom, and this 
roundabout march took them seven days to 
complete. There was no water for the army 
or for the animals that went with them. 
l0And the king of Israel said, “Alas! That 
the Lord should call these three kings to- 
gether only to deliver them into the hand of 
Moab.” !!But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no 
prophet of the Lord here, that we may in- 





quire of the Lord by him?” So one of the 


servants of the king of Israel answered and 
said, “Elisha the son of Shaphat, who 
poured water on Elijah’s hands, is here.” 
12And Jehoshaphat said, “He has the word 


-of the Lord.” So the king of Israel and Je- 


hoshaphat and the king of Edom went 
down to him. !8Elisha said to the king of 
Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to 
the orophets of your father.” But the king of 
Isrel said‘to him; “No, has the Lord called 
these three kings together to deliver them 


| into the nands of Moab?” !4And Elisha said, 


“As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom | 
stand, surely were it not that I regard the 
presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, | 
would not look at you nor see you. But 
now bring mea harpist.” ) 

When the harpist played, the hand of the 
Lord came upon him. !®And he said, “Thus 
says the Lord: ‘Fill this valley with ditches.’ 
'7For Thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not see 
wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley 
shall be filled with water, so that you, your 
beasts, and your cattle may drink.’ 8And 
this is easy in the eyes of the Lord. Then I 


will deliver Moab into your hand.t !8Thus 


you shall attack every fortified city; you 
Shall cut down every good tree; you shall 
stop up every spring of water, and ruin 
every good piece of land with stones.” 
40Now when the grain offering was offered 
in the morning, behold water came from 
the direction of Edom, and the land was 


filled with water. 


21Al] the Moabites heard that the kings 
had come up to wage war against them. All 
those being able to bear armor and older 


n1922 As the Lord healed the waters of Jericho with salt, so the incarnate Christ brings renewal to all 

sI Creation, [ay | 

2:23-25 Like Elisha before the youths, Christ will also be mocked (Lk 18;32). “For what is, ‘Go up!'? 

Phas WN Crucify Him!’ For childhood is set before us to imitate humility, and .. , to beware of fool- 
Ness” (Aur), ABA 


3:18 What is impossible for us is easy for the Lord (Lk 1:37). 
—-> (1) ~« " 


2:19-22 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. sw 
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uttered loud cries and stood at the border. 








22The Moabites rose early in the morning, pas i) 
| take away what is being filled. 


when the sun was shining on the water. 
They saw the water on the other side being 
as red as blood. 23So0 they said; “This is 
blood. The kings have surely struck swords 
and have killed one another. Now Moab, to 
the spoils!” Shs | | gobs 
24They entered the camp of Israel; and Is- 
rael rose and smote Moab, and they fled be- 
fore them. They pursued them and killed 


the Moabites as they went. They razed the | 


cities, and each man threw a stone on every 
good piece of land and filled it; they 
stopped every spring; cut down allthe good 
trees, leaving only the stones of the wall; 
and they pulled down the slina-throwers 
that surrounded them: and broke: them: 
26When the king of Moab:saw thatthe bat- 
tle was too fierce for him. he took seven 
hundred men with him who drew sworas, 
to break through to the king of Edom: But 
they could not. 2’7Then he took’his firstborn 
son who would rule in his' place, and up 


against the wall they offered him up as a | 


burnt offering. Then a great remorse came 
upon Israel, and they departed from him 
and turned back toward their land. 
a Elisha and the Poor Widow’s Oil «=> 
The wife of one of the sons. of the 


prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, | 


“Your servant my husband is dead, and you 
know your servant feared the Lord, and the 
creditor is coming to take my two sons to 
be his servants,”t 2Elisha said to her, “What 
shall I do for you? Tell me what you have in 
the house.” She replied, “Your maidservant 
has nothing in the house but the oil I use to 
anoint myself.” *Then he said, “Go, borrow 
vessels from everywhere, from all your 
neighbors, empty vessels; do not gather 
just a few. ‘And you shall go in and shut the 


| 









door behind yourself and your sons. Then 
you shall pour out into these vessels, and | 


5So she went from him and did so. She | 
shut the door behind herself and her sons 
Then they brought the vessels to her, ang 
she poured ‘until the vessels’ were filled 
And she said to her son, “Bring me an addi. 
tional vessel.” And they said to her, “There 
is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased 
7Then she came and told the man of God 
And Elisha said, “Go, sell the oil and pay | 
your debt. Thus you and your sons shall 
live by means of the rest of the oil.” 
os. Elisha Raises the Shunammite 
| Woman’s Son S> sc. = 
8Now one day Elisha went to Shunem, | 
where there was ‘a persuasive woman, and 
| she persuaded him to:eat some food. Soit 
' was, as often as he passed by, he would 
turn in there to eat some food. #And the 
woman said to her husband, “Look now,! 
know this is a holy man of God who comes 
to'üs regularly. Let us make a small room 
upstairs; and let us put a bed for him there | 
with a-table, a stool; a chair, and a lam) 
stand. And it shall be when he comes to us 
he will turn aside into this place.” !!Nowi 
happened one day that he came and It 
went there, and turned aside into the uppe! 
room and lay down. there.t Then he Sa 
to his servant, Gehazi, “Call this Shunait 
mite woman.” He called her, and she st00 
before him. !83And he said to Gehazi, “Sa 
now to her, ‘Hear me. You have shown us# 
this care. What can I do for you? Do y% 
haye any request for the king or the coll 
mander of the army?’” But she answel® 
“I dwell among my own people” ss 
So Elisha said, “What then is to be donè 
for her?” And his servant, Gehazi, replieé 
“She certainly has no son, and her husbal 











4:1-44 In this chapter, Elisha experiences the double portion of Elijah’s s irit (2:9) i z five | 
Sar eM aac? ) h's spirit (2:9) in performing five 
miracles: multiplying the poor widow's oil (vv. 1-7); providing a son to the good shinarnenite in her of 


age (wv. 8-1 7); raising the lifeless child to life (vv. 18-27); healing the death in the 
and feeding a hundred men with twenty small loaves (vv, 42-44). | 


pottage (vv. 3841) 


4:1-7 This account demonstrates the wondrous acts of Christ's charity made manifest through those A 
ugh those 


faithful to Him and in whom His goodness is magnified (see also Mt 14:20; 18:25) 

4:11-17 This account of a miraculous birth to one who has found favor with God ethe 
nation Israel for the coming miraculous birth of the Savior from one also ANRA t Pap (uk 130 
because no one would easily have believed that a virgin could bear a child, barren women first did 0 


then such as were not only barren, but aged also , 
vail” UohnChr). AT 





. to prepare the way for belief in the Virgin's t“ 


~ (1) ~ 
4:8-37 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday, © c> a b= 
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old.” Then Elisha called hen, and she 








stood by the door. '®And Elisha said, “About 


this time next year, you shall embrace a 
son.” So she said, “No, my lord, do not lie to 
your maidservant!” !/Then as Elisha told 
her, the Woman conceived, and she bore a 
son when the appointed time came. '*And 
the child grew. 
And it came to pass when he went out to 
his father to the reaping, that he said to 
his father, “My head, my head!” His father 
said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 
2S0 he carried him to his mother, and he 
lay upon her knees till noon and died. 2!She 
took him up and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God. She went out and closed the 
door as she left. 2?7She called to her: hus- 
band and said, “Please bring to me one of 
the young men and one of the donkeys. | 
will ride quickly to the man of God: and 
come back.” 23So he said, “Why go to‘him 
today? It is neither the New Moon nor the 
Sabbath.” And she replied; “It is weli™ 
24She saddled the donkey and said to her 
servant. “Lead onward and do not slacken 
the pace for me unless I tell you.” “She 
rode and came to the man of God at Mount 
Carmel. And when the man of God saw her, 
he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look, it is 
that Shunammite woman! “°Please run now 
to meet her and say to her, ‘Is it well with 
you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well 
with the child?” And ‘she ‘answered, 
“Peace.” 27Now she came to the man of God 
on the hill and took hold of him by the feet, 
but Gehazi came near to push her away. 
But the man of God said, “Leave her alone; 
for her soul is in deep distress, and the 
Lord hid it from me and did not tell me.” 
8S0 she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? 
Did I not tell you not to deceive me?” 
“Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Prepare 
yourself, take my staff in your hand and be 


on your way. If you meet anyone, you will | 


not greet him. And if anyone greets you, 


you will not answer him, You shall lay my | 


staff on the face of the child.”t 3’Then the 
mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives, 
and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” 
So Elisha arose and followed. her. *!Now 


4:29-31 Elisha’s staff, which failed to raise the child, is like the law, Neither of them, apart from the 


Ord, can save mankind. 
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ple and let them eat,”t But his servant 


MPS 


Gehazi went on ahead of them and laid the 
staff on the child’s face; but there was nei- 
ther voice nor hearing. So he went back to 


—— 


meet him, and told him, saying, “The child 


is not awakened.” | 

2B lisha went into the house, and there 
was the child, lying dead on his bed.' "He 
went into the room and shut the door 
against the other two, and prayed to the 
Lord. 34Then he went up and lay on the 
child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his 
eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his 
hands; and he bowed himself down upon 
him, and the flesh of the child warmed. 
35He returned and walked back and forth in 
the house, and he went up and bowed him- 
self down upon the child seven times, and 
the child opened his eyes. “Then Elisha 
called Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunam- 
mite woman.” So he called her. And she 
came to where he was and he said, “Take 
your son.” 37So she went in, fell at his feet, 
and bowed to the ground. Then she took 
her son and went out.t Sop 


„< The Other Miracles PY 
38Then Elisha returned to Gilgal, and 


there was a famine in the land. Now the 
sons of the prophets were sitting before 


| him: and Elisha said to his servant, “Put on 


the large pot and boil some pottage for the 
sons of the prophets.”:*%So one went out 


into the field to gather herbs, and found a 


wild vine and gathered from it a lapful of 
wild gourds, and threw them into the pot of 
soup, though they did not know what they 


were. 49Then they served it to the men to 


eat. Now, as they were eating the vegeta- 
bles, they cried out and said, “Man of God, 
there is death in the pot!” And they could 
not eat it. 4!4So he said, “Take wheat flour 
and throw it in the pot.” Then Elisha said to 
his servant Gehazi, “Serve it to the people 
and let them eat.” Thus there was no longer 
anything harmful in the pot. shh 

“Then a man came from, Baal-Shalisha 
and brought to the man of God the first- 


fruits, twenty loaves of barley bread and 


fruit cake. And he said, “Give it to the peo- 


4:32-35 Here displayed is the power of fervent prayer from the heart of one who loves God and his. 
Neighbor (Mt 6:6), It is this same power that is given to Christ's apostles (Acts 20:10), ` ast anise 


4:37 See Heb 11:35. i 


| j 


4:42-44 This is similar to Christ's miracle of the loaves of barley found in Jn 6:9-14. 
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said, “Why shall I set this before one hun- 
dred men?” Elisha said, “Give it to the peo- 
ple and let them eat, for Thus says the 
Lord: ‘They shall eat and will leave some 
behind. ” 44So they ate and had some left 
over, according to the word of the Lord. 





clothes, he sent notice to the king, saying 
“Why have you torn your clothes? Let Naz 
man come to me, and he shall know ther, 
is a prophet in Israel.” | 
"Ihen Naaman went with his horses ang 
chariot and stood at the door of Elisha’ 
house. “And Elisha sent a messenger ty 
him, saying, “Go and bathe in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh shall be re 
stored to you, and you shall be clean” 
But Naaman became furious and wen 
away, saying, “Indeed, I told myself tha 
Elisha would come out to greet me; that he 
would stand and call on the name of his 
God; and that he would put his hand upon | 
the place and heal the leprosy. Are not the | 
Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Is- 
rael? Can I not bathe in them and be 
clean?” So he turned and went away ina 
rage. | 
t3Then his servants approached and said 
to him, “If the prophet were to tell you to do 
something great, would you not complete 
it? But here the prophet said to you, ‘Bathe 
and be clean.” 4So Naaman went down 
and dipped seven times in the Jordan, ac | 
cording to Elisha’s instruction, and his | 
flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was cleansed.t !5Then he, with 
all his aides, returned to Elisha and came 
and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed. 
now I have come to know that in all the 
earth there is no God except the God of Is 
rael, Now accept the gift of your servant. 
‘But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives before 
whom I stand, I will receive nothing 
Again he urged him to take it, but he = 
fused. '7So Naaman said, “If not, thed | 
please let your servant be given two mule 


~“ Naaman Cured of Leprosy > 


Now Naaman, commander of the army 
of Syria, was a great and honorable 
man in the eyes of his master, because by 
him the Lord gave victory to Syria. The 
man was mighty in strength and valor, but 
a leper.t 2And the Syrians, lightly armed, 
had gone out on raids and brought back 
captive a young girl from the land of Israel. 
She waited.on Naaman’s wife. 3Then she 
said to her mistress, “lt only my master 
were with the prophet of God in Samaria! 
For he. would expel his leprosy from him.” | 
4And she went in and told her master, say- 
ing, “This is: what the gir! from the land of 
Israel said.” 5Then the king oi Syria said to 
Naaman, “Go now, and I will send a letter 
to the king of Israel.” So he departed and 
took with him ten talents of silver, six thou- 
sand gold shekels, and ten changes of 
clothing. "Then he brought the letter to the 
king of Israel, which said, “Now be advised, 
when this letter comes to you, that I am | 
sending Naaman my servant to you, so that 
you may heal him of his leprosy.” 
7And it came to pass, when the king of Is- 
rael read the letter, he tore his clothes and 
said, “Am | God, able to kill and make alive, 
to heal this man of his leprosy that this 
man sends to me? You perceive and see that 
this man is using this as a pretext for a 
quarrel with me,” When Elisha the man of 
God heard the king of Israel had torn his 












5:1 Regarding Naaman the stranger (Gentile) from Syria, see Lk 4:27. . 
5:1-27 “Yes, and yet again his disciple Elisha, when Naaman the Syrian, who was diseased with lepro 
had come to him as a suppliant, cleanses the sick man by washing him in the Jordan, clearly indicating 
what should come, both by the use of water generally, and by the dipping in the river in particular. F% | 
Jordan alone of rivers, receiving in itself the first-fruits of sanctification and benediction, conveyed în 1% 
channel to the whole world, as it were from some fount in the type afforded by itself, the grace of Bar 
tism. These then are indications in deed and act of regeneration by Baptism" (GrgNy). N 

5:10, 11 “Elisha did not so much as see Naaman for though he perceived that Naaman was offended * 
his not coming out and touching him—observing the strictness of the law—he abides at home, and 
sends Naaman to the River Jordan to wash, Whereas the Lord—to signify that He heals not as a servant | 
but as absolute master—doth also touch (Mt 8:2, 3), For His hand did not take on the uncleanness © 
the leprosy, but instead the leprous body was rendered clean and renewed by His holy hand. For a$ 
know, He came not to heal bodies only, but also to lead the soul unto self-control” (JohnChr). 
5:14 “It was not for nothing that Naaman of old, when suffering from leprosy, was purified upon his 
being baptized, but [it served] as an indication to us. For as we are lepers in sin, we are made clean bY 
means of the sacred water and the invocation of the Lord” (Iren). ne ) 
5:15-19 See Jn 9, and compare Naaman’s experience to that of the blind man. 


| 
| 
| 
| 











loads of red earth; for your servant will no 
longer offer either burnt offering or sacri- 
fice to other gods, but to the Lord alone. 
i8And let the Lord be merciful with your 
servant: when my master goes there, to the 
house of Rimmon, to worship, he will rely 
on my hand, and I will worship in the house 
of Rimmon. In the worship in the house of 
Rimmon, may the Lord be merciful to your 
servant in this matter.” '9Then Elisha said 
to Naaman, “Go in peace.” 

He departed from him but a short dis- 
tance. Then Gehazi, the servant of Elisha. 
said, “Behold, my master spared this Syr- 
ian Naaman, yet from his hand he received 
nothing of what he brought: but as the Lord 
lives, I will run after him and take some- 
thing of his.” 21So Gehazi pursued Naaman. 
When Naaman saw him running after him, 
he turned from the chariot to meet him. 
22And Gehazi said, “Peace: My master sent 


me saying, ‘Indeed, just now two young | 


men of the sons of the prophets came to mé 
from the mountains of Ephraim. Give them 
a talent of silver and two changes of gar- 
ments.” “Then Naaman said, “Take two 
talents of silver.” So Gehazi took two tal- 
ents of silver in two bags, with two changes 
of garments, and handed them to two of his 
servants. They left and carried them on 


ahead of him. 24As they entered into the | 


darkness, he took them from their hands 
and stored them in the house. He then dis- 
missed the men. Now he went in and 
stood before his master. And Elisha said to 
him, “From where have you come, Gehazi?” 
And he said, “Your servant did not go any- 
Where.” 

46Then Elisha said to him, “Did not my 
heart go with you when the man turned 
back from his chariot to meet you? And 
now you received the silver and the gar- 
ments, and it shall happen that you shall 
receive from him gardens and olive groyes 


429 __# KINGDOMS 6:11 





and vineyards and sheep and oxen and 
men-servants and handmaidens. 2’And the 
leprosy of Naaman shall also cling to you 


and your seed forever.” Thus he went out 


from his presence leprous, like snow.t 


æ The Floating Ax Head 7- 
Then the sons of the prophets-said to 
Elisha, “See now, the strip. of land 
where we dwell with you is too narrow for 
us.t 2Please let us go to the River Jordan, 
and-let every man take a log and build 


| there a dwelling place.” So he answered, 


“Go.” | 

-And one of them humbly requested, 
“Come with your servants.” And he replied, 
“| will go.” 4Then he went with them, and 
they came to the River Jordan and began to 
cut. trees.t ‘But as one man was cutting a 
tog, the iron ax head fell into the water. He 
cried out and said, “Alas, master, it was bor- 
rowed.” 6So the man of God said, “Where 
did it fall?” And he showed him the place. 
So he broke off a stick of wood and threw 
it in the water at the same place; and the 
iron ax head rose to the surface.t 7Then 


| Elisha said, “Raise it up to yourself.” So he 
reached down into the water and lifted it 


out. 


æ Defeat of Syria 7> 

8Now the king of Syria was making war 
against Israel; and he consulted with his 
servants, saying, “I shall encamp in this 
specific place.”t "Then Elisha sent word to 
the king of Israel, saying, “Be careful not to 
pass this place, for the Syrians are hidden 
there.” In response, the king of Israel sent 
someone to this place which Elisha warned 
about, and thereby kept careful watch over 
the Syrians on more than two occasions. 
As a result, the king of Syria became trou- 
bled as to what was happening. He called 
his officers and said to them, “Will you not 


I 


5:27 “Though he took not by violence, yet he did a wrong; for to get money by deceit is a wrong 


UohnChr), 


6:1-7 The sons of the prophets were humble and impoverished, indicated by the borrowed ax. 

6:4-7 St. John Chrysostom indicates the water was a type of baptismal water, the ax head a type of one 
who is baptized, and the stick, a type of the cross. We who were drowning like iron in sin and death 
rise to new life in baptism through the cross of Jesus Christ:and begin a journey to heaven. 

6:6 “This event is an indication of the fact that when the holy soul of Christ descended [to Hades], 

Many souls ascended and were seen in their bodies. For just as the wood, the lighter body, was 
submerged in the water, so the iron, the heavier one, floated. Thus, when the Word of God became ~ 
One with flesh, by a physical and hypostatic union, the heavy and terrestrial body, having been 

rendered immortal, was borne up into heaven by the divine nature, after the resurrection” (Iren). 
6:8-23 The Syrian king believed wrongly that the power of his earthly kingdom could contain and con- 


trol the prophet of God. 


T 





movements to the king of Israel?” !2And 


one of his officers said, “No one, O lord my 
king. It is Elisha the prophet in Israel that 
tells the words you speak in your bedroom 
to the king of Israel.” !8So he said, “Go, see 
where this man is, and I will send and kid- 
nap him.” i | | 

They sent word to him, saying, “Behold, 
he is in Dothan.” !4So he sent horses and 
chariots and a great army that arrived at 
night to surround the city. 5When Elisha’s 
servant arose early and went out, the army 
was there, surrounding the city with horses 
and chariots. And his servant said to him, 
“O master, what shall we do?” !&So he an- 
swered, “Do not fear, for those: who..are 
with us are greater in number than those 
who. are with them.” !’Then Elisha prayed, 
and said; “Lord, open the eyes of the ser- 
vant and let him see” And the Lord opened 
the eyes of the young man, and he was now 
able to see, and he beheld'the mountain full 


of horses-and chariots of fire round about 


Elisha.t | 

I8Then the Syrians marched toward him; 
and Elisha prayed to the lord and, said, 
“Strike these people with blindness.” And 


He struck them with blindness according.to | 
more also, if the head of Elisha remains on 


the word of Elisha. !9So Elisha said to them, 
“This is not the city nor is this the way to it. 
Follow me, and I will bring you to the man 
you seek.” But he led them away: to 


Samaria. 29So it came to be when they ar- | 


rived in Samaria, Elisha said, “Lord, open 
their eyes and let them see.” Thus the Lord 
completely restored their ability to see, 
And behold, they were in the midst of 
Samaria. i : 

21Now when the king of Israel saw them, 
he said to Elisha, “O father, shall I not 
strike to kill them?” But he answered, 
“You shall not kill them. Would you kill 
those whom you took captive with your 
sword and your bow? Set food and water 


before them, that they may eat and drink 


and return to their lord.” *Then he pre- 
pared a great feast for them, and after they 
ate and drank, he dismissed them and they 
departed to their lord. So lightly armed 
raiding parties of Syrians no longer came 
into the land of Israel. | | 


6:17 Through the intercession of the prophet (Heb 1:14), the eyes of his newly tested servant, wie 

faith was yet easily shaken, became opened to the divine presence surrounding him. In the Divine - 
Liturgy, immediately before the Gospel, we pray, “Open the eyes of our mind to the understanding 
Your Gospel teaching.” St. Ambrose writes that Elisha’s servant saw “num berless hosts of angels. 


head of a donkey was fifty shekels of silver 





shekel, and for a shekel, two measures 





-m. Syria Besieges Samaria .~, 
24And it came to pass that after this, the 
son of Hadad king of Syria gathered all the 
troops of his army and went up and fe. | 
sieged Samaria, >There was a great famine | 
in Samaria. Indeed they besieged it even tg 
the point where the value placed on the 


and two quarts of dove droppings Cost five 
shekels of silver. 2°As the king of Israel was 
passing by on the wall, a woman cried out 
to him, saying, “Save me, my lord, O king" 
217And he said, “If the Lord does not save 
you from the threshing floor or from the 
winepress, how can I save you?” 78Then the 
king said to her, “What is troubling you” 
And she answered, “This woman said to 
me, ‘Give us. your son so that we may eat 
him today, and we will eat my son tomor- | 
row. 229So we boiled my son and_ate him 





| And on the next day I told her, ‘Give me ! 


your son so.that we may eat him,’ but she | 
hid her son.” Or aie 
30Now. when the king. heard the womans 


| words, he tore his clothes, and as he passed - 


by on the wall, the people saw that under- 
neath:his-clothes he wore sackcloth on his 
body; 3!Then he said, “God do so to me and 


him today.” | | 
32Now Elisha was) sitting in his hous® 
and the elders were sitting with him, when 
the king sent a man ahead of him. But be 
fore the messenger came to him, he said (0 | 
the elders, “Do you see that this son of? 
murderer was sent to take away my heat 
Look, when the messenger comes, shut thè 
door, and keep him on the outside of thè | 
door. Is that not the sound of his master’ 
feet behind him?” 3While yet talking Wit” 
them, behold the messenger came down to 
wards him; and the king said, “Listen! TM 
evil is of the Lord, so why should I rema 
patient in the Lord?” } ee 









7 Then Elisha said, “Hear the word of n 
/ Lord. Thus says the Lord:, ‘About : 
time tomorrow, at the gate of Samaria 


measure of fine flour will be sold) for $ 


. 


m 





of 
eh 





barley.’ "t 2So the officer on whose hand the 
king relied retorted to Elisha and said, 
“Look, even if the Lord in heaven will make 
a downpour of rain, this event shall not 
happen.” And Elisha said, “Behold, you 
shall see this with ‘your own eyes, but you 
shall not eat of it.” DIS 


<. The Syrian Army Flees a 

sNow at the entrance of the gate there 
were four leprous men. And one of them 
said to his neighbor, “Why are we sitting 
here until we die? ‘If we say, ‘Let us go into 
the city, and there is famine in the city, we 
will die there. And if we sit here in this 
place, then we will die. Now. therefore, 
come, let us surrender to the army of the 
Syrians. If they keep us. alive, we shall. live: 
and if they kill us, we shall die.” °So they 
rose in the darkness to head to the army 
camp of the Syrians: They entered the out- 
skirts of the army camp and’ no one was 











news, and it was reported to the house of 
the king inside. '2So the king arose in the 
night and said to his servants, “Now | will 
inform you as to what the Syrians are do- 
ing. They know we are hungry. Therefore 
they went out of the camp to hide them- 
selves in the field, saying, ‘When they come 


out of the city, we shall catch them alive 


and capture the city.” 

l3Then one of his servants answered and 
said, “Indeed! Let them now take five of the 
remaining horses, of all that remain of the 
multitude of Israel, and send them there to 
see.” |4Therefore they saddled two horses, 
and the king of Israel sent them after the 
king’ of Syria, saying, “Go and see.” “And 
they went after them even to the Jordan. In- 
deed all along the way, the road was full of 
garments: and vessels which the Syrians 
themselves cast away in the panic. So the 
messengers returned and brought word to 


there: “For the Lord had caused the army of | the king.t 16Then the people went out and 
Syria to hear the noise of chariots andthe | pindered the army camp“of Syria. And a 
noise of horses, the noises ofa very great | peasure’of fine flour sold for a shekel, and 


army. For the Lord made the army of Syria | 


say to one another, “Look, the king of Israel 
hired against us the kings of the: Hittites 
and the kings of the Egyptians to attack us!” 
‘So they arose’in the darkness and quietly 
fled for their lives; leaving their tents, their 
horses, and their donkeys at the campsite. 

And when these lepers came to the out- 
skirts of the camp, they went into one tent 
and ate and drank, and carried away from 
it silver and gold and clothing. Then they 
left and came back to enter another tent to 
take from there and to hide the spoils. And 
one said to the others, “This is not right. 
This day is a day of good news, and if we 
remain silent and wait until the light of 
morning, we will find wickedness in the 
City. Now come here! Let us enter the city 
and deliver this good news to the house of 


the king.” 10So they went and cried out with 


a loud voice toward the gate of the city, and 
proclaimed to them, saying; “We entered 
the army camp of Syria and behold, no one 
Was there, not a man nor a human voice. 
ne only things there were the tied-up 


horses and donkeys, and their tents, which | 


they left intact.” 








7:1, 2 In the midst of man’s unbelief, the Lord brings a promise of deliverance, Those who doubt God's 


two measures of barley for a shekel, true to 
the word of the Lord. 

17Now the king had appointed the officer, 
the one on whose hand the king relied, to 
have charge of the gate. But the people 
trampled him in the gate, and he died, as 
the man of God said who spoke when the 
king came down to him. !8So it happened 
just as Elisha said to the king, saying, “Two 
measures of barley for a shekel, and a 
measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be 
sold tomorrow about this time in the gate 
of Samaria.” Then the officer had an- 
swered Elisha with this retort, “Look, even 
if the Lord in heaven should make a down- 
pour of rain, this sort of thing would never 
happen.” Then Elisha had answered, “In 


fact, you shall see it with your eyes, but you 


shall not eat of it.” 2°And’so it was in this 
way; for the people trampled him in the 
gate, and he died. 
« The Shunammite Woman Returns 
; Home .& 7 
Elisha spoke to the woman whose son 
he had restored to life saying, “Arise 
and go, you and your household, and stay 





Power and authority will witness the fulfillment of the promise given, but will not participate in it. The 


Prophecy comes to pass in 7:18-20, 


7:15, 16 The word of the Lord proves true and lasting, while the kingdoms of this fallen world pas 


away (Mt 24:35; 1Co 1:9; 1Th 5:24; 1Pt 1:25). 
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famine on the land, and it will come upon 
the land for seven years.”t 250 the woman 
arose, and both she and her house did 
according to the saying of Elisha. They 


sojourned in the land of the Philistines for | 


seven years. 

3At the end of seven years, the woman 
returned from the land of the Philistines 
and went to make an appeal to the king for 
her house and for her land. 4Now the king 
spoke to Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, say- 


ing, “Tell me all the significant deeds Elisha | 


has accomplished.” “And it came pass, as 
he was telling the king how Elisha restored 
her dead son to life, behold. the woman 
whose son Elisha had restored to life came 
crying to the king for her house and- for her 
land: And Gehazi said, “My Jord, O King, 
this is the woman, and this is her son whom 
Elisha restored to life.” Sọ the king asked 
the woman, and she reiated this fully to 
him. Then the king told a certain eunuch, 
saying, “Restore all that was hers, and all 
the proceeds of the field from the day she 
left the land until now.” | 


«= Death of the Syrian King -=> 


7Then Elisha went to Damascus at a time 
when the son of Hadad the king of Syria 


was sick. And they brought word to him | 
saying, “The man of God is here.” 8And the | 
king said to Hazael, “Take in your hand a | 


present and go to meet the man of God, and 
inquire of the Lord by him, asking, ‘Shall I 
recover from this disease?’” 9So Hazael 
went to meet him. In his hand, he took a 


present plus all the good things of Damas- 


cus, forty camel-loads, and he came and 
stood before him and said, “Your son the 
king of Syria, the son of Hadad, sent me to 
ask you whether he would recover from 
this disease.” 


10So Elisha said to him, “Go tell him, ‘You | 


shall live’ However, the Lord made known 
to me that he will die by being put to 
death.” |'The man of God wept and sat 
there until he was ashamed, then he stood 
up in the presence of Hazael.t !2At this 
Hazael said, “Why does my lord weep?” He 





wherever you can; for the Lord called for a 





such a thing, a dead dog?” Elisha ap. 
swered, “The Lord has shown me that yoy 
will become king over Syria.” 

l4Then he departed from Elisha and 
came to his lord, who said to him, “Wha 
did Elisha say to you?” And he answered, 
“He told me you will live.” But on the next 
day, Hazael took a thick cloth and dippedit | 
in water, and spread it over the face of the 
king, the son of Hadad, and he died. Hazael 
reigned in his place. 


«n Jehoram Is King of Judah > 


16Now in the fifth year of Joram, the son 
of Ahab, king of Israel, Joram, the son of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, began to reign. 
17He was thirty-two years old when he be 
came king, and he ruled for eight years in 
Jerusalem. !8And he walked in the way a 





‘the kings of Israel, just as the house of 
' Ahab had done, for the daughter of Ahab 


was his wife; and he did evil in the eyes 0 
the Lord. !9Yet.the Lord would not destroy 
Judah for the sake of his servant David, a 
He promised to give a lamp to him and his | 
sons forever. | | 
20In his days, Edom revolted against Jue 
dah’s authority and made a king ove! 
themselves. 2!So Joram went to Seir will | 
all his chariots, and it came to be, after »® 
raised his troops, he struck Edom and thè 
captains of the chariots who had encircl 
him. The people fled to their tents. PEV 
so, Edom revolted from being subor att 
to the authority of Judah to this day. At the 


same time Libnah revolted as well. *? 


hold, the rest of the acts of Joram, ©, 
everything he did, are these not written * 


the Book of the Chronicles of the kings * 


Judah? 24So Joram rested with his fath | 
and was buried with his fathers in the = 
of David his father. Then Ahaziah his ` 
reigned in his place. 


8:1-6 By following the warning of the Lord through Elisha, the Shunammite woman and her house 
his pass 


hold were not only protected from danger, but their place was kept intact for seven years. T 
may not be in chronological order, for Gehazi had been stricken with leprosy earlier (5:27).. i 
8:11 As did His prophets, the Lord Himself wept tears over the lost condition of His people (ue 194 


8:12-19 Hazael freely wills to fulfill Elisha’s prophecy, because his heart is evil. But God will use thise 
for good by oppressing Israel to curb their sins (v. 19), so they might not completely destroy themselv 


(13:22). 


* 
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em. Ahaziah Is King of Judah > 

25]n the twelfth year of Joram the son of 
Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of Je- 
horam began to reign. “®Ahaziah was 
twenty-two years old when he became 
king, and he ruled for one year in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s’ name was 
Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri, king 
of Israel. 27And he walked in the way of the 
house of Ahab and did evil in the eyes of 
the Lord, like the house of Ahab: 

2Now he went with Joram the son of 
Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria 
at Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians 
wounded Joram. 29Then King Joram went 
back to Jezreel to recover from the wounds 


the Syrians inflicted on him at Ramah, 


where he fought against Hazael king of 
Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, 
king of Judah, went dowx: ta see Joram the 
son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was 
sick. 


~. Jehu Is King cf Israel > 
Then Elisha the prophet called one of 
the sons of the prophets and said to 
him, “Prepare yourself, take this flask of oil 
in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.t 
2Now when you arrive at that place, look 
there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the 
son of Nimshi, and go in and awaken him 


from among his brethren, and take him to | 


the innermost chamber. *Then take the 
flask of oil, pour it on his head, and say, 
‘Thus says the Lord: “I have anointed you 


king over Israel.” Then open the door and | 


flee, and do not delay.” 4So the young man, 
the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. 5When 
he arrived where the captains of the army 


were sitting, he said, “I have a message for | 


you, O captain.” Jehu said, “For which one 
of us?” And he said, “For you, O captain.” 
"Then he arose and went into the house. 
And he poured the oil on his head, and said 
to him, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘I 
have anointed you king over the people of 


the Lord, over Israel. 7You shall destroy the | 


house of Ahab your master, that I may 
avenge the blood of My servants the 
Prophets and the blood of all the servants 
of the Lord at the hand of Jezebel Sand by 
the hand of all the house of Ahab, and you 
Shall cut off from the house of Ahab every 
9:1-3 J 
God's 
fill 

stroy Baal from Israel (10:28). 
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| male held captive, those looked after and 








ehu is made king over Israel to cleanse the land and prepare it for restoration. He will 
Prophets (v. 7) and righteous Naboth (v. 26), kill the evil kings of Judah and Israel (vv. 24, 27), ful- 
Elijah’s prophecy against Jezebel (vv. 30-37; see 3Kg 20:23) and Ahab (10:17: see 3Kg 20:21), and — 


those in solitary confinement. Then I will 
deliver the house of Ahab, like the house of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat and like the 
‘house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. "The 
dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground 
at Jezreel, and there shall be no one to bury 
her.’ ” And he opened the door and fled. 
Then Jehu came out to the servants of 
his master, and they said to him, “Peace to 
you. Why did this possessed man come fo 
you?” And he said to them, “You know the 
man and his babble.” 2And they said, 
“Liar! Now you tell us.” And Jehu said to 
them, “Thus and thus he spoke to me, say- 
ing, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I anointed you 
king over Israel.”’” !3When they heard 
this, they hastened to take their garments 
and to place them beneath him on the top 
of the stairs. And they blew trumpets, say- 


| ing, “Jehu is king!” 
: < Israel’s King Joram Is Killed -> 


1450, Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the 
son of Nimshi,. conspired against Joram; 
and Joram was defending Ramoth Gilead, 
he and all Israel, against Hazael king of 
Syria; “and King Joram had returned to 


| Jezreel to recover from the wounds the 


Syrians had inflicted on him when he 
fought. with Hazael king of Syria. Jehu 
said, “If your heart is with me, let no-one 
leave or escape from the city to go and tell 
it in Jezreel.” !6So Jehu rode ahead and 
came down to Jezreel; for Joram, king of Is- 
rael, was being restored to health in Jezreel 
from the arrow wounds the. Syrians in- 
flicted on him with the bow in Ramoth, in 
the battle with Hazael king of Syria; for he 
was powerful and a man of strength. And 
Ahaziah king of Judah came down to see 
Joram. 

"Now a watchman went up on the tower 
in Jezreel, and saw Jehu’s dust as he came, 
and said, “I see dust.” And Joram said, “Get 
a horseman and send him to meet them. 
Let him say, ‘It is a time for peace.” 18So 
the horseman went to meet him, and said, 
“Thus says the king, ‘Let there be peace. ” 
And Jehu said, “What do you have to do 
with peace? Turn around and follow me.” 
So the watchman reported, saying, “The 
messenger went to them, but is not coming 





avenge 
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back.” ‘Then he sent butte a secina horse: 
man, who came to them and said, “Thus 
says the king, ‘It is time for peace! ” And 
Jehu answered, “What do you have to do 
with peace? Turn around and follow me.” 
2S0 the watchman reported, saying, “He 
went up to them and is not coming back. 
And he brought Jehu the son of Nimshi, for 
he was in a frenzy!” 2!Then-Joram ex- 
claimed, “Make ready! Harness a chariot!” 
Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah 
king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 
for a meeting with Jehu. They found himon 
the property- of Naboth the Jezreelite: 
22Now it happened whew Joram!saw Jehu, 
he said, “Jehu, let there he atime of peace” 
And he answered. HOWE 


still many.” 

23Then Joram turned the reins in his 
hand to flee, and said to Ahaziah, 
treachery, Ahaziah!” 24But Jehu drew back 
on his bow fully and’shot Joram with an ar- 
row between his shoulders. The arrow 


came out through his heart, and he buckled | 
at his knees. Then Jehu said to Bidkar his 


officer, “Cast him into the portion of the 
field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for I remem- 
ber when you and I were mounting onto a 
pair of chariots behind Ahab, Joram’s fa- 
ther, and the Lord took upon Himself this 
promise against Ahab, saying, 2° Yesterday,’ 
says the Lord, ‘I surely saw the blood of 
Naboth and the blood of his sons. I will rec- 
ompense to him in this same portion.’ 
Therefore now, pick him up and cast him 
into the portion of ground, according to the 
word of the Lord.” — 


= Judah’s King Ahaziah Is Killed >, 


47But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw 
this, he fled on the road to Beth Haggan. So 
Jehu pursued after him, saying, “Him, too!” 
And on the ascent of Gur, one struck him in 
the chariot, near Ibleam. He then fled to 
Megiddo and died there. 28From here, his 
servants carried him in the chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb in 
the City of David. #And in the eleventh 


year of Joram king of Israel, Ahaziah bes 


came king over Judah. 


æ The Bloody Death of Jezebel s7 
30Now Jehu returned to Jezreel, and 


Jezebel received the news of it. She put | 


black makeup on her eyes and adorned her 
head, and she stooped down and peeked 


SS ŮŮŮ 


drank, and said, “Indeed, have care for this | 


can there be a | of her hands. 
time of peace? The sexuak immorality of | 


Jezebel your mother and her sorceries: are | said, “This is the word the Lord spoke by 


“This is | 


me and obey my voice, take the hea 











through the window: AS etn entered into 
the city, she said, “Peace, Zimri, the myr. 
derer of his master.” : 
34Jehu raised his eyes upward toward the 
window and saw her, and said, “Who 
you? Come down by me.” Then two ey. 
| nuchs looked down at him. He exclaimed | 
“Throw her down.” So they threw her 
down, and her blood splattered against the 
wall, even on the horses which trampled 
her. “*Then Jehu went in, and he ate ang 





cursed woman. Give her a proper burial, as | 
she is the daughter of a king.” 35So they | 
went to bury her, but no more of her was | 
found but the skull, the feet, and the palms 


3They came back and told Jehu. Andi 


His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On 

the plot of ground at Jezreel, dogs shall eat 

the flesh of Jezebel; 37and Jezebel’s corpse 

Shall be like dung on the face of the field in 
the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not 
say, “Here lies Jezebel.”’” 


w The Sons of Ahab Are Killed = 


| | () Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. 
And Jehu wrote a letter and sent it 
to Samaria, to the rulers of Samaria, to the 
elders, and to those who reared the sons 0! 
Ahab, saying, 2“At the moment this letter 
delivered to you, since your master’s son 
are with you; and because you have char 
ots and horses, a fortified. city, and 
weapons, ’choose the best qualified of you! 
master’s sons, then set him on his fathers — 
throne, and prepare to fight for your mas: 


-=r 


-ter’s house.” 


‘But they were very afraid and said 
“Look, two kings could not stand up to 


How can we stand?” 5Those over the hous’ 


and over the city, plus the elders, and I 
cluding even those who reared the S 
sent word to Jehu, saying, “We are your se! 
vants and we will do everything you tell W Mt 
but we will not make anyone king. Do W 
is good in your eyes.” “Then Jehu wrot k 
them a second letter, saying, “If you a Di 
the sons of your lord, and by this time» 
morrow, bring them to me at Jezreel.” ty 
Now the sons of the king totaled seve 
men. These well-educated headmastt a 
from within the. city reared thana i ; 
when the letter came to them, they took em 
seventy sons of the king and slaught 


— —— 








MO 


They then ‘put:-their heads in-baskete 





and sent them to Jehu at Jezreel. ‘Then a- 


messenger came and spoke to Jehu, saying, 
“They have brought the heads of the king’s 
sons.” And he said, “Lay them in two heaps 
at the entrance of the gate until morning.” 
So in the morning, he went out and stood 
at the gate and said to all the people, “You 
are the righteous ones! Indeed, I conspired 
against my master and killed him. But who 


struck down all these? See then that not 


one thing from the word of the Lord 


against the house of Ahab fall on; the 


sround for any reason. For the Lord has 
fulfilled all He spoke of by the authority of 
His servant Elijah.” !!So Jehu killed all who 
remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel: 
all his well-educated. headmasters; > his 
friends; and his priests: so no remnant of 
him survived. 

~ Ahaziah’s Brothers Are Killed = 

Then Jehu arose and departed to 
Samaria. When he was at, Beth Eked of the 
Shepherds, '°Jehu. found the brothers of 
Ahaziah king of Judah and said, “Who are 
you?” So they answered, “We are the broth- 
ers of Ahaziah. We came down to greet the 
sons of the king and the sons of the queen 
mother.” !4And he said, “Take them alive!” 
So they took them alive and killed these 
forty-two men at Beth Eked; he left not one 
of them alive. | 


™®. Other Relatives of Ahab Killed = — 
“After he departed from there, he found 
Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to 
ereet him, and he bestowed. a blessing on 
im. Jehu said to him, “Is your heart right 
with my heart, as my heart is right with 
your heart?” And Jehonadab answered, “It 
o Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.” 
0 he gave him his hand, and he brought 
im into the chariot. Then he said, “Come 
vith me, and see my zeal for the Lord of 
j OBL” So Jehonadab rode in his chariot, 
ne When Jehu came to Samaria, he 
ed all who remained to. Ahab in 
n maria till he had completely destroyed 


ried according to the word the Lord spoke- 
jah, i 


rae Worshipers of Baal Are Killed 
getha CD Jehu gathered all the people to- 
a lita and said to them, “Ahab served Baal 
the n © Jehu will serve him much. '*Now all 
an Prophets of Baal, all the servants of his 

wm the Driests of his, must call upon, me, 


> 








l KINGDOMS 10:30 
Let not a man be missing, for I have a great 
sacrifice to offer Baal. Whoever is missing 
will not live.’ But Jehu acted in deception 
in order to destroy the servants of Baal. 





20And Jehu said, “Proclaim a solemn as- 


sembly for Baal.” So they proclaimed it. 
21Then Jehu sent to all Israel, saying, “And 
now all the servants of Baal, and all his 
priests and all his prophets, let no one be 
left out. For 1 am making a great sacrifice, 
and if anyone is not in attendance, he shall 
not live.” | 

Then all the servants of Baal and all his 
priests and all his prophets came. There 
was not a man who did not come, no one 
was left behind. And they entered the 
house of Baal, and the house of Baal was 
filled from: one end to the other. 22So he 
said to the one in charge of the house and 


| the wardrobe, “Bring out vestments for all 
the servants of Baal.” And the one ‘in 
charge of the vestments brought them: 


Then. Jehu and Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab entered the house of Baal and said 
to the servants of Baal, “Search and see 
whether there are any servants of the Lord 
here, or only servants of Baal.” *4So they 
went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offer- 
ings. Now Jehu appointed for himself 
eighty guards to be on the outside and Said 
to them, “If any of the men I brought into 
your hands escapes, whoever lets him es- 


cape, it shall be his life for the life of the 


one he spares.” 

Now it happened that when Jehu fin- 
ished offering the whole burnt offering, he 
said to the guards and to the officers, “Go 
in and kill every person. Let no one come 


| out!” And they killed them with the edge of 


the sword. Being completely overrun, the 
guards, even the officers, cast the bodies 
out, They then proceeded to the city of the 
house of Baal, **and they brought out the 
foundational pillar of Baal and burned it. 
27Then they pulled down the other pillars of 
Baal and demolished the house. It was 
made into a latrine, and remains so to this 
day. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Is- 
rael, | 

29%However, Jehu did not turn away from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
caused Israel to sin by way of the golden 
calves that were at Bethel and Dan, *°So the 
Lord said to Jehu, “Because of the many 
upright deeds which you did to carry out 


the good in My sight, and according to. all 
things that were in My heart which you did 
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to the house of Ahab, your sons to the 
fourth generation shall sit for you on the 





throne of Israel.” *!Even still, Jehu took no > 


heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of 
Israel with his whole heart. He did not de- 
part from the sins of Jeroboam, who caused 
Israel to sin. 
| æ Death of Jehu 7> 

32In those days, the Lord began to divide 
off parts of Israel. All along the border of 
Israel, Hazael defeated them; from. the 
Jordan River eastward, all the land of 
Gilead of the Gadites, that of Gad and that 
of Reuben and of Manasseh; from Aroer, 
which is on the bank of the brook of Arnon, 
and to Gilead and Bashan. **Now the rest 
of the acts of Jehu, al! he did. ai! the wars 
he engaged in and the alliances he formed, 


are these not written-in the Book of the | 


Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 3S0 Jehu 
rested with his fathers, and they buried him 
in Samaria. Then Jehoahaz his son ruled in 
his place. 36And the period that Jehu 
reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty- 
eight years. 
æ Athaliah Is Queen of Judah 7- 

] ] Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 

Í her sons were dead, and that she 
had destroyed all the seed of the kingdom.* 


?But Jehosheba the daughter of King 


Joram, sister of Ahaziah, kidnapped Joash, 
her brother’s son, and kept him from being 


among the murdered sons of the king. She 


hid Joash and his nurse in the secret room 
by the bed. In this way he was safe from 
Athaliah and was not killed. Thus while 
Athaliah reigned over the land, he 
remained hidden with her in the house of 
the Lord. 

4Jn the seventh year, Jehoiada the priest 
sent for the captains of hundreds, both 
Chorri and Rasim, and had them brought 
to him in the house of the Lord. After he 
made a covenant with them, a binding oath 
in the house of the Lord, Jehoiada showed 


them the son of the king. ‘Then he com- - 


manded them, saying, “This is what you 


shall do: When the Sabbath comes, One- | 


third of you shall keep guard over the 
house of the king by the gate, °and one- 
third by the gate of the roads, and one-third 





of his people (v. 12). So, too, 


436 





-of the hundreds and the officers ° 





by the gate behind the escorts, You shall 


41:1-20 Jehosheba hides young Joash in the house of t ees 
Miriam hid Moses (Ex 2:3); Rahab hid the spies (Josh 2:4); and Joseph 4 


Mary hid the Christ-Child in Egypt (Mt 2:13) until the proper time. . 








keep the evening watch of the house. "Ty, 
divisions you have are off-duty on the Sap. 
bath. For the sake of the king, they shay | 
keep the evening watch of the house of the 





Lord. ŝAnd you shall surround the king op 


all sides, every man with his weapons in his 
hand. And anyone penetrating their ranks, 


let him be put to death. You shall be with 


in.” 
9So the captains of the hundreds did ac. 
cording to all the wise Jehoiada con- 


manded. Each of them took his men, those 


to be on duty on the Sabbath and those go- | 


the king in his going out and his coming 


ing. off duty on the Sabbath, and came to 
Jehoiada the priest. !9So the priest gave the | 
captains of hundreds the swords and 
spears of King David, those kept in the 
house of the Lord. !!Then the guards stood, 
every man with his weapons in his hand 
from the right corner of the house to the 
corner of the house left of the altar, and 
round about the house of the king. And he 


brought out the king’s son, put the crown 


on him, and gave him the Testimony. They 
thereby announced him king and anointed 


him. They then clapped their hands and 


said, “Long live the king!” 
m Queen Athaliah Dies +> : 
13Athaliah heard the noise of the people | 
running, and she went to the people in the | 
temple of the Lord. '*When she look 
there was the king standing by a pillar 2° 
cording to decree; and the singers and Ù 
trumpeters were by the king. All the people | 
of the land were rejoicing and blowins 
trumpets. So Athaliah tore her clothes | 
cried out, “Treason! Treason!” 'So -© 
hoiada the priest commanded the captain 
| 
army and said to them, “Lead her out : | 
the field under guard, and slay her with $ | 
sword, and whoever follows her.” For | A 
priest had said, “Do not let her be killed a 
the house of the Lord.” !®They laid the? 
hands upon her and went by way of OY 
horse entrance to the house of the kine 
She died there. 


«m The Reforms of Jehoiada ~ 


"Jehoiada the priest made a cove", 
between the Lord, the king, and the peoa 
that they would remain the Lord’s pe? 


sei 









he Lord until he can take his place as the le 


Ce O O a 
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He also made one between the king and the 
people. '8Then all the people of the land 
went to the house of Baal, and they com- 
pletely tore it down and broke it all to 
pieces, its altars and its images. And before 
the altars, they killed Mattan the priest of 
Baal. The priest then placed overseers over 
the house of the Lord. Then he took the 
captains of hundreds, Chorri and Rasim, 
and all the people of the land, and he led 
the king from out of the house of the Lord. 
They then went by way of the gate of the 
guardhouse to the king’s house, and they 
sat him on the throne of the kings. 2°So all 
the people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was at peace. And in the house of the king, 
they killed Athaliah with the sword. 


«=. Joash Is King oi Judah => | 
] Joash was seven years old whentie | 

began to reign. He- began his reign | 
in the seventh year of Jehu, and he ruled | 
for forty years in Jerusalem. His mother’s | 
name was Zibiah of Beersheba.’ 3And all 
the days in which Jehoiada the priest 
enlightened him, Joash did what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord. “However, none of 
the high places were removed, and the peo- 
ple still sacrificed and burned incense on 
the high places. 7 

~. Repairs of the Temple -> 

5And Joash said to the priests, “With re- 
gard to all the silver arising from things 
consecrated, the silver offerings of the 
house of the Lord—the valuation of the sil- 
ver assessed for each man—all the silver 
which comes from the heart of the man 
who brings it into the house of the Lord, 
‘let the priests take for themselves, each 
man from the silver that comes in. But they 
must maintain the repairs to the temple, 
Whenever and whatever repairs are 
needed.” | 
’Now it came to be that by the twenty- 

third year of King Joash, the priests had 
not maintained the repair of the temple. 
*So King Joash called Jehoiada the priest 
and the other priests and said to them, 
‘Why have you not repaired and main- 
tained the temple? Now take the silver 
from the treasury and use it to repair and 
Maintain the temple.” So the priests, all 
with one voice, agreed they would not re- 





ceive any more silver from the people until 
they had made all the repairs to the temple. 
loThen Jehoiada the priest took a chest, 
bored a hole in its lid, and placed it on 
the right side of the altar in the house of the 
Lord. Then the priests who kept the 
weights put in the chest all the money 
found in the house of the Lord. "And it 
came to be that whenever they noticed a 
large amount of silver in the chest, the 
king’s scribe and the high priest put it in 
bags and weighed the silver found that day 
in the house of the Lord. Then they gave 
the silver apportioned for repairs into the 
hands of those who did the work, who had 
the oversight of the house of the Lord; to 
the carpenters and builders who worked 
on the house of the Lord, !“to the masons, to 
the hewers of stone, to the buyers of wood, 
to make all repairs to the house of the Lord, 
and for all things discharged to maintain 
the house of the Lord. However, silver 
doors, nails, bowls, and trumpets—any ves- 
sel of gold or vessel of silver—were not to 
be made from any of the silver brought into 
the house of the Lord. !°For this was given 
to the workmen who repaired the house of 
the Lord with it, !*for they did not require 
an account from the men into whose hands 
they delivered the silver, for the workmen 
dealt faithfully. '7Money for a sin offering, 
and money for a trespass offering, and any 
money brought into the house of the Lord 
went to the priests. , 

\8In those days, Hazael king of Syria 
went up to wage war against Gath, and 
they captured it. Then Hazael set his face to 
war against Jerusalem. !8So Joash king of 
Judah took all the sacred things dedicated 
by his fathers, Jehoshaphat and Jehoram 
and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, his own sa- 
cred things, all the gold found in the trea- 
suries of the house of the Lord and in the 
king’s house, and sent them on to Hazael 
king of Syria. Then Hazael went away from 
Jerusalem, 

20Now the rest of the acts of Joash and 
everything he did, are these not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? 2!And his servants rose up and 
formed a conspiracy, and killed Joash 
in the house of the Millo in Silla. 
22For Jozachar the son of Shimeath and 


12:2, 3 While under the guidance of the priest Jehoiada, who made a covenant with the Lord (11:17), 
Joash did what was right before God. And though persuaded not to remove the high places, he did 
Order the repair of the house of the Lord and did so with trust and honor (v. 15; Mt 24:45). === = 
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struck him, and he died. And they buried 
him with his fathers in the City of David. 
Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place. 


>, Jehoahaz Is King of Israel m> 


] In the twenty-third year of Joash the 

son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 
Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over 
Israel in Samaria, and ruled, seventeen 
years. ?And he did.evil.in the eyes of the 
Lord, and followed.the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who led Israel to sin. He 
did not depart from them... | 

Thus. the Lord was roused to anger 


the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into 
the hand of the son of Hadad, the son of 
Hazael, for. all their days. *But Jehoahaz 
pleaded with the Lord, and the Lerd heard 
him; for He saw the oppression of Israel, 
because the king of Syria oppressed them. 
°Then the Lord gave deliverance to Israel, 
so they escaped from under the hand of the 
Syrians. And the sons of Israel. dwelt in 
their habitations as before.t ®But still they 
did not depart from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, who led Israel to sin, but walked 
in them. Indeed, the wooden image re- 
mained in Samaria. 7Yet there were no 
more troops left for Jehoahaz except fifty 
horsemen, ten chariot drivers, and ten 
thousand infantry, For the king of Syria de- 
stroyed them and made them like dust to be 
trampled. | | 

‘Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, 
everything he did, and his mighty acts, are 
these not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? 9So Jehoahaz 
rested with his fathers, and they buried him 
a Samaria. Then Joash his son ruled in his 
place. | E y 


-™, Jehoash Is King of Israel a 


‘(In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king | 


of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz be- 


came king over Israel in Samaria and ruled 


for sixteen years, "And he did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord. He did not depart from all 





13:5 A savior was given by the Lord to 
called out to Him. 


ments, “Is a dead man raised to life on touchin 
Maker of mankind to be raised by the power o 
risen was seen again of the disciples .. 

also Jn 5:25, 28, 29.) | 


| have struck Syria till you had destroyed it 





| rael all the days of Jehoahaz. 28But the Lo! 


renew and recreate what was before (Lk 1:11), because Israel 
13:21 There are those who struggle with the idea of keepin 
special significance, Here, the bones of a departed saint brin 
the bones of Eli 


the Father? Well then; He tr He had 
„are you still incredulous uiy rose, :andiaften: He sa 


the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, why _ 
led Israel to sin. He walked in them. 

12Now the rest of the acts of Joash, every. 
thing he did, and his might in fighting wi, 
Amaziah king of Judah, is all this not writ. 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? And Joash slept with hig 
fathers, and Jeroboam sat upon his throne 
in Samaria among the sons of Israel. 


| ~ The Death of Elisha .- | 

“Elisha became sick with an illness from | 
which he would die. Joash king of Israel 
came down to him and wept before him 


and said, “My father! My father! The chari- | 
against Israel, and He delivered them into 


ots of Israel, and their horsemen!” And 
Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and some 
arrows.” So he brought him a bow and 
some arrows. !*Then he said to the king 
“Put your hand on the bow.” So he put his 
hand on it; and Elisha put his hands on the 
king’s hands. "Then he said, “Open the 
east window.” And he opened it. Then 
Elisha said; “Shoot the arrow with the bow’ - 
and he shot. And Elisha said, “An arrow of 
the Lord’s deliverance; an arrow of release 
from Syria. For you will strike the Syrians 
at Aphek till their end.” 18Then Elisha said | 
to him, “Take the bow of an archer.” And he | 
did. And he said to the king of Israel, 
“Strike the ground,” So the king struck 
three times and stopped. !Then the man of 
God was grieved and said, “If you hai 
struck five or six times, then you would 





But now you shall strike Syria only three 
times.” i 

Now Elisha died, and they buried him. | 
Then in the following year, the raiding | 
bands from Moab invaded the land. Ané | 
it came to pass, as they were burying & | 
man, they beheld a lightly armed bat 
of raiders, and cast the man into the tomb 0 
Elisha, When the man touched the bones 0 
Elisha, he revived and stood up on his feet 


~~ Israel Retakes Syrian Cities ™ 
“Now Hazael king of Syria oppressed 








| 










g relics of saints, doubting they have any 
g a dead man back to life. St. Cyril com | 
sha, and is it not much easier for thè 

in regard to His Resurrection?” (Se 
iY me ofl ean 


| my | ; b ileyi i 


had mercy on them. He’ pitied them and 
watched over them because of His 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Thus He did not want to destroy them or 
cast them from His presence: 

44Now Hazael king of Syria died. Then 
the grandson of Hadad reigned in his place. 





turned and captured the cities out of the 
hand of the grandson of Hazael, the cities 
which he took from the hand of Jehoahaz 
his father in the war. Joash defeated him 
three times and recaptured the cities of Is- 
rael. 


=. Amaziah Is King of Judah vr 


] | In the second year of Joash the son 

of Jehoahaz, king. of Israel, Ama- 
ziah the son of, Joash, king of Judah. 
became king. “He was twenty-five vears old 
when he became king, and he ruled for 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem, His moth- 
ers. name was. Jehoaddan. of Jerusalem. 
J3He did what was right in the eves of the 
Lord, yet not like his father David. He did 
everything as did his. father .Joash. 
4However, he did: not remove the high 
places, and the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. 


5And it came to be, whenthe kingdom | 


was established in his hand, Amaziah had 
his servants who had murdered his father 
struck with a deadly blow. ®But he did not 


have the sons of the murderers put to 


death, for just as it is written in the Book of 
the Law of Moses, as the Lord commanded, 
saying, “Fathers shall not face death on be- 
half of their sons, nor shall sons face death 
on behalf of their father, but each one shall 
face death for his own sin,” 7He killed ten 
thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, 
and took Sela by war and called it Joktheel, 
until this day. ` Faults DA 

‘Then Amaziah sent messengers to. Je- 
hoash the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, 
king of Israel, saying, “Come here! Let. us 
look one another in the face.”t So Jehoash 
king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Ju- 
dah, saying, “The thistle that was, in 

ebanon sent to the cedar that was in 

€banon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to 
my son as wife’; but wild beasts of the 
fields in Lebanon passed by and trampled 
the thistle. 10You indeed defeated Edom, 
and your heart lifts you up. So while sitting 





14:8 The idiom look one another in the face means going to battle, as shown by 14:14, 12. 
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at your house, be glorified in yourself; why 


wrangle in your hateful feelings and fall to 
your destruction, and Judah with you?” 
"But Amaziah did not heed the words. So 
the king of Israel went up, and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah looked one another 


| in the face at Beth Shemesh of Judah. 
And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz re- 


Thus Judah fell before Israel, and every 
man fled to his tent. Then Jeéhoash son of 
Jehoahaz, king of Israel, captured Amaziah 
king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son 
of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh. And Jehoash 
came to Jerusalem and broke down four 


hundred cubits of the wall of Jerusalem, 


from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner 


Gate. !4He took the silver and gold and all 


the vessels found in the house of the Lord 
and in the treasuries of the king’s house, 
and the indentured servants, and returned 
to Samaria. | Ae 

'SNow the rest of the acts of Jehoash, in- 
cluding all he did in his might, how he 
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are 
these not written in the Book of the Chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? 16So Jehoash 
rested with his fathers and was buried in 
Samaria with the kings of Israel. Then Jer- 
oboam his son ruled in his place. . 3 

'7Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Ju- 
dah, lived fifteen years after-the death of 
Jehoash the son,of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 
'8Now the rest.of the acts of Amaziah and 
all he did, are these not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles: of.the kings of Judah? 
'9They plotted a conspiracy against Ama- 
ziah in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish.: 
But they sent after him to Lachish, and 
there they put him to death. 2°They brought 
him ¿on horses, and he was buried at 
Jerusalem with his fathers in the City of 
David. | ry at iii : f 

21Afterwards, all the people of Judah 
took Azariah, when he was sixteen years 
old, and made him king in place of his fa- 
ther Amaziah. 2*After the king rested with 
his fathers, Azariah rebuilt Elath and re- 
stored it to Judah. | 


æ Jeroboam II Is King of Israel > | 
43In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son 
of Joash, Jeroboam the son of Joash be- 
came king over Israel in Samaria and ruled 
for forty-one years. 24And he did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord and did not depart from all 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
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PPR | an. Zach s King of Israel >, 
led Israel to sin. *He rescued the people nig arini year Otza 
A wertiath e ere the of sata Zechariah the son of Jeroboan 
trance to Hamath as tar as Iad over Israel in Samaria for Six months | 
Arabah, in accordance with the word the | ruled mennar r JEB OBEEIN 
Lord God of Israel spoke through His ser- "And he did y z eHO i a8 
vant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet | his fathers ha : E S = 
from Gath Hepher. 2For the Lord saw that | from the sins of Jero ait eae GE ebat, 
the affliction of Israel was very bitter; that who led Israel to a E FRE- | 
they were few in number, lacking much | son of Jabesh, an EEEE pired 
nd f was no one to | against him. They struck an ed him, 
ER RA one 27And the. Lord | and Shallum ruled in his place. aot the 
said He would not blot out the seed of Is- rest of the acts of Leena eed they 
rael from beneath heaven; so He delivered | are written in the Book of the ; Topice of 
them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of the kings of Israel. This Mien e word of 
ah I, Ae Otons hal ot ok the hone of 
28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, | “Your sons s. tee pe 
ONT fe did and his power to wage | to the fourth generation. And so it was, : 
war, and how he rescued Damascus and < Shallum Is King of Israel. 
Hamath of Judah for Israel, are these not 13Shallum the son of Jabesh became king 
written in the Book of the Chronicles.of the | i} the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of 
kings of Israel? 29So Jeroboam rested with | Judah. And Shallum ruled for a month in 
his fathers, the kings of Israel. . Iben | Samaria. "For Menahem the son of Gadi | 
Azariah the son .of Amaziah ruled in Ws | wang up from Tirzah and came to Samaria. 
place He struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in 
Samaria and killed him. !5Now the rest oi 
the acts of Shallum, and the conspiracy he 
led, indeed they are written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel. !Then 
Menahem attacked Tirzah, all who wert 
there, and the extended area of Tirzah, be- 
cause they did not open their gates to him. 
There he ripped open all the women who 
| were with child. | 
=, Menahem Is King of Israel | 
“17n the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king | 
of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi bè- 
came king over Israel and ruled for tel 
years in Samaria. '8And he did evil in the 
| eyes of the Lord. He did not depart from al! 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wht 
had made Israel sin. In his days, Pul king | 
of Assyria came against the land, ani 
Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents % 
silver, so his hand would be with him: 
“This money Menahem exacted from $ 
rael, fifty shekels of silver each from all thè 
very wealthy, as tribute to the king of AS 
syria. So the king of Assyria turned bac 
| and he did not remain in the land.t 21NoW 


e. Uzziah Is King of Judah 7> 
] Ç In the twenty-seventh year of 
, Jeroboam king of Israel, Uzziah the 
son of Amaziah ‘king of Judah became 
king.t 2He was sixteen years old when he 
became king, and he ruled for fifty-twe 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Jecholiah of Jerusalem. “And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according 
to everything his father Amaziah had done, | 
‘except that he did not remove any of the 
high places. The people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. Then 
the Lord touched the king, and he was'a 
leper to the day of his death. He reigned in 
a house isolated from all others, Con- 
cerning matters of the household, Jotham 
the son of the king judged the people of 
Israel. “Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah 
and everything he did, are these not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? 7So Uzziah rested with his 
fathers, and they buried him with his 
fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham 
his son reigned in his place. 


Se 









14:26, 27 Though Israel had turned from the Lord and become bitter, nonetheless He k yt His promise | 
to never blot them out. Similarly, the Lord has promised His Church, “I am ities alay Mt 28:2 i 
15:1-5 Uzziah, contemporary of the prophet Isaiah (Is 6:1), was'arroaant in hi le and brought 
upon himself the wrath of the Lord, who struck him with ata a pirat silig oe 
15:20 Menahem is an evil king who uses money as a means to keep the “from striking: but 
aes sibel : | ie enemy from striking; but 
Israel's destruction is imminent, In contrast, the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘he slghteous Kings ees ital as 

a ransom to save mankind (Mt 20:28), thereby crushing the head of His enemy, Satan. a 









thing he did, are these not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Is- 
rael? 2250 Menahem rested with his fathers. 
Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his place. | 


«=. Pekahiah Is King of Israel -7 


the rest of the acts of Menahem and eve 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according 
to everything his father Uzziah had done. 
ss However, he did not remove the high 
places. The people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. He built 


ul l the Upper Gate of the house of the Lord. 
3In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of | 3sNow the rest of the acts of Jotham and 
Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem be- | everything he did, are these not written in 
came king over Israel in Samaria and ruled | the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
for two years. “*And he did evil in the eyes | Judah? 37In those days the Lord began to 
of the Lord. He did not depart from the sins | send Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made | of Remaliah against Judah. 38So Jotham 
Israel sin. **Then Pekah the son of Rem- | rested with his fathers and was buried with 
aliah his officer, along with Argob and | them in the City of David, his father. Ahaz 
Arieh, conspired against him and attacked 


je his son reigned in his place. 
him in Samaria, in the citadel of the king’s 
house. With him were fifty men of the four | æ Ahaz Is King of Judah 7> 
hundred. Pekah killed him and became | | In the seventeenth year of Pekah the 
king in his place. 26Now the rest of the acts son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son 
of Pekahiah and everything he did are writ- | Of Jotham became king of Judah.t *Ahaz 
ten in the Book of the Chronicles of the | was twenty years old when he became 
kings of Israel. ! king, and he ruled for sixteen years in 
| Jerusalem. He did not do what was right in 
æ Pekah Is King of Israel > the eyes of the Lord his God, and he was 

27In the fifty-second-vear of Azariah king | not faithful as was his father David. *But he 
of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah be- | walked in the way of Jeroboam, the son of 
came king over Israel in Samaria and ruled | Nebat, king of Israel; indeed, he made his 
for twenty years. 28He did evilin the eyes of | son pass through the fire, according to the 
the Lord and did not depart from all the | abominations of the nations whom the 
sins of Jeroboam the son-of Nebat, who led | Lord had cast out before the sons of Israel. 
Israel to sin. 29In the days of Pekah king of | #And he sacrificed and burned incense on 
Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came | the high places, on the hills, and under 
and captured ljon, Abel Beth Maachah, | every tree growing in the woods._ 
Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, | °Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the 
the entire land of Naphtali. He exiled the | son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to 
people to Assyria. 2°Then Hoshea the son of | Jerusalem to make war. [hey began to be- 
Elah led a conspiracy against Pekah the | siege Ahaz, but they could not sustain the 
son of Remaliah, and struck and killed him: | war. °At that time, Rezin king of Syria re- 
He became king in his place, in the twenti- | turned Elath to Syria and drove the men of 
eth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.t | Judah from Elath. Then the Edomites went 
3INow the rest of the acts of Pekah and | to Elath, where they continue to dwell to 


everything he did are written in the Book of this day. 7So Ahaz. sent messengers to 





the Chronicles of the kings of Israel. Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I 
| am your servant and your son. Come up 
~ Jotham Is King of Judah 7> and save me from the hand of the king of 


32In the second year of Pekah the son of | Syria and from the hand of the king of Is- 
Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of | rael. They have risen up against me.” *And 
Uzziah became king of Judah. 33He was | Ahaz took the silver and gold found in the 
twenty-five years old when he became | treasuries of the house of the Lord and the 
king, and he ruled for sixteen years in | house of the king, and delivered it as a gift 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha | to the king. °So the king of Assyria heeded 


15:30 Through conspiracy and murder, Hoshea fulfilled his desire to become king over Israel (9:14; 11:1, 
14; 12:21; 14:19: 15:10, 25), He was the last king to reign in Israel. , 

16:1-20 Ahaz the king of Judah would openly turn his back on both God and Israel in order to form an 
alliance with a known enemy of God and His people, the king of Assyria (v. 7). He took treasure from 
the house of the Lord (v. 8) and compromised its altar and its priest (vv. 14, 15). 
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him, and he went up against Damascus and | ruled for nine years.t 2And he did evil in the 
took it. He removed the inhabitants: and | eyes of the Lord, but not like the kings of 
killed Rezin. tehi | | Israel before him. ĉShalmaneser the kingg 
Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to | Assyria came up against him. Now Hosheg 
meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. There | was his servant and had paid tribute t 
in Damascus, he saw an altar. And King | him. 4And the king of Assyria found schem. 
Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the design of | ing in Hoshea. He had sent messengers ¢, 
the altar and its pattern, according to all its | Segor the king of Egypt, but in that year 
workmanship. !!Then: Urijah the priest | they did not bring any tribute back to the | 
built an altar according to the design plans | king of Assyria. Therefore the king of 
King Ahaz sent from Damascus. !2When | Assyria besieged him and bound him in 
pac ate Saw the altar, he went up to ‘it | prison. d 
and offered his burnt offering on it, and | ` 4 | 
his-sacrifice and his drink offering, and ov dsrael Exiled to Assyria m 
sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings |  °Now- the king of Assyria marched | 
on the altar. '4He also relocated'the bronze | through the entire land. He went up to 
altar, which was before the Lord, forward | Samaria and besieged it for three years, ‘fh | 
from between the new altar and the house | the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of As 
of the Lord. He put it on the north side of | Syria took Samaria and exiled Israel to As- 
the new altar. “Then King Ahaz com- |syria, where he placed them along the 
manded Urijah the priest, saying, “On the | rivers of Gozan, in Halah, and in Habor, | 
large altar, offer the morning burnt offer- | and on the mountains of the Medes. ‘For 
ing, the evening sacrifice, the king’s whole | the sons of Israel had sinned against the 
burnt offering with his sacrifice, and the | Lord their God who brought them out of 
whole burnt offering of all the people with | the land of Egypt, from under the hand of 
their sacrifice, and their drink offerings: | Pharaoh king of Egypt. But still they came 
And sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt | tO fear other gods *and to walk in the very 
offering and all the blood of the sacrifice. | Customs of the nations the Lord had cast | 
The bronze altar shall be mine for the early | OUt before the face of Israel, before the 
morning.” !®And Urijah the priest did | Kings of Israel who did this; 9so many sons 
everything King Ahaz commanded. n] of Israel clothed themselves with customs 
i7Then King Ahaz cut off the emboss- | Contrary to the Lord their God, and built for 
ments of the bases and removed the layers | themselves high places in all their cities, W 
from them. He took down the Sea from the | Use of the watchtowers guarding the fort 
bronze oxen, under it and put it on a stone | fied city. "They set up for themselves pil 
base. '8And he built the foundation for the | lars and made wooden images on even 
throne in the house of the Lord, and he | high hill and under every tree growing ™ 
brought the king’s entrance back into the | the woods. !!There they burned incense 0 
house of the Lord, which had been outside | all the high places, like the nations whom 
because of the king of Assyria. And the | the Lord previously carried away before 
rest of the acts of Ahaz, even all he did, are | them. They acquired familiar spirits a 
they not written in the Book of the Chroni- | Provoked the Lord to great anger. a 
cles of the kings of Judah? 2°So Ahaz rested | even served idols, although the Lord haf 
with his fathers and was buried with his fa- | Said to them, “You shall not do such a th! 
thers in the City of David. His son | to the Lord.” cal 
Hezekiah reigned in his place. — | 13And the Lord solemnly testified agains} 
, | Israel and against Judah by the authority 
all His prophets and seers, saying, “ ie 


| 


= ate tt aai 















-®, Hoshea Is King of Israel v 
] + In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of 
Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah 


ments and My statutes and all the law | 
became king of Israel in Samaria, and he t 


commanded your fathers. Keep all thé 





17:1-23 Israel's destruction was at hand, with Assyria being the final enemy power. The kings and the 
people long ago had freely given themselves over to idolatry and sin (v. 17). The generations that 
passed from the first king of the divided Israel (3Kg 12:23-31) to Hoshea, the last (17:6), are a testimo) 
to the long-suffering mercy of God, who held off judgment until this time. The Jews knew the path” _ 
to the one true God, but secretly they forsook Him, choosing to walk apart from His statutes (v. 13} 
disobey Him (v. 14), and turn to idolatry (v; 6), © UT fo) j ait to 
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sent to ) them through the a author ity of My | fear. the Lord, And the Lord sent lions 
servants the prophets.” 'But they did not | among them, which killed some of them. 
heed His voice. Instead, they stiffened their | 26So it was told to the king of Assyria, say- 
necks, making them more unbending than | ing, “The nations you exiled, even those 
their fathers. !°They did not keep the: testi- | you settled in the cities of Samaria, do not 
monies with which He charged them, but | know the rituals of the God of the land. 
instead followed vain things and became | Therefore he sent lions among them, and 
vain, They followed the nations around | behold, the lions are killing them, because 
them in the very things the Lord com: | they'do not know the rituals of the God of 
manded them not to: do. !°So they left all | the land.” 2’7Then the king of Assyria com- 
the commandments of the Lord their God, | manded, saying, “Take from the exiles 
and instead made for themselves a molten | those that came from. that place, and let 
image, two heifers. And! they madea | them go and settle there: They will en- 
wooden image and worshiped. all the host | lighten them concerning the rituals of the 
of heaven and served Baal: They- caused | God of the land.” 28So they brought one of 
their sons and daughters to pass through | the priests whom they had carried away 
the test of fire; they consulted oracles: and | from Samaria, and He came and dwelt in 
divined from the cries of birds; and they | Bethel, and he enlightened them on how 
even sold themselves to do evil in the sight they should fear the Lord. 
of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. |°“29But each nation continued to make 
l8Thus the Lord became exceedingly angry their own gods and to put them in the 
with Israel, and He removed them from His | chrinas on the high places. the Samaritans 
presence. There was none left, except only | made, even in the cities of every nation 
for the tribe of Judah alone. | where they dwelt. °°The men of Babylon 
“But no, not even Judah kept the com- | Made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth 
mandments of the Lord their God. Instead | made Neteal, the men of Hamath made 
they walked according to the customs and | A shima, "land the Avites made Nibhaz and 
traditions Israel had made. *’They rejected | Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their 


the Lord, throughout all the seed of Israel. | children in fire to Adrammelech and 
S0 He afflicted them and gave them over to | Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 
the hand of those plundering them, until He | | 82Though they were being fearful of the 
cast them forth from His presence. “And | Lord, yet they established their abomina- 
this because the house of Israel had in ear- | tions in the houses of the high places they 
lier days revolted from the house of David, made in Samaria, each nation within the 
and made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king; | city in which they dwelt. Though they were 
and because Jeroboam drew back Israel | } ai fearful of the Lord, even so they ap- 
from following the Lord and led them to | |) ted for themselves priests of the high 
commit a great sin; and only because the | places, and made for themselves a sacrifice 
sons of Israel walked in all the sins which | |) the high places. 8They feared the Lord 
Jeroboam committed, and did not depart and God Himself, yet they worshiped. ac- 


from it, until the ‘Lord removed Israel cording to the rituals of the nations to 
from His presence as He spoke by all His ARN RR V Sr eee a aaa J 


servants the prophets: So therefore Israel | “Eyen to this day, they did according to 


was exiled from their own land into AS- aalnritgela ain outparedumerlenmicn tice 
Syria until this day. ` | we | they, acted according to their customs and 
=a Assyrians Settle in Israel >, according to OU IRS AN Bcearins to 

M4 ia brought from | their law, and yet according to the com- 
“we the apen y Cuthah, and; mandment which the Lord commanded the 
from Ava, from Hamath, and from Sephar- | sons of Jacob, to whom He gave the name 
vaim, and they settled in the’ cities of | Israel. “For the Lord had made a covenant 
Samaria in place of the sons of Israel. They | with them and charged them, saying, “You 
gained possession of Samaria and inhab-’| shall not fear other gods, nor bow down to 
ited her cities t 25And it came to be in the | them nor serve them nor sacrifice to them. 
ginning of their settlement, they did not | “°But only the Lord, who brought you up 











a :24-41 The Gentile nations—the Angy and others—though idolaters, still came to fear the Lord 
V. 28), | | oH 
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KINGDOMS 17:37 


from the land of Egypt with great power 
and an outstretched arm—Him you shall 
fear, Him you shall worship, and to Him 
you shall offer sacrifice. And the statutes, 
the ordinances, the law, and the command- 
ments He wrote for you, you shall be care- 
ful to observe forever; you shall not fear 
other gods. °8Thus you shall not forget the 
covenant I made with you, nor shall you 
fear other gods. 39But you shall fear the 
Lord your God; and He will deliver you 
from all your enemies. And you shall not 
conform to the rites they practice.” 4# But 
these nations feared the Lord, yet served 
their carved images. So their sons and the 
sons of their sons have continued doing as 
their fathers did, even to this day. 


e Hezekiah Is King of Judah => 








| Now in the third year of Hoshea the | 


son of Elah the king of Israel, 
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king ot Judah, 
began to reign.t 2He was twenty-five years 


eet 








Now‘ in the fourth year of Kin 
Hezekiah, which was the seventh year : 
Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Isr 

'Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria and besieged it. And af, 
ter three years, Shalmaneser captur 
Samaria, In the sixth year of Hezekiah, thy 

is, the ninth year of Hoshea king of Isra 

Samaria was taken. !'So the king of Ag. 

syria carried the people of Samaria away tg 

Assyria, and put them in Halah, and in Ha. 

bor, by the River of Gozan, and in the 

mountains of the Medes, !*For they did not 
obey the voice of the Lord their God, but 
transgressed His covenant, even in all the | 
things the servant of the Lord Moses com- | 
manded. They did not listen to them nor do 
them. | 

æ Assyria Threatens Jerusalem 7- 

'3Then in. the fourteenth year of King 


Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria 
| came up against all the fortified cities of Ju- 





Ss Sag 


old when he became king, and he ruled for | dah and took them.t !4So Hezekiah king of 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His moth- | Judah, sent to the king of Assyria at 
ers name was Abi the daughter of | Lachish, saying, “I have offended you. Tum | 
Zechariah. 2And he did what was right in | away from me and I will pay whatever you | 
the eyes of the Lord, according to every- | impose on me.” And the king of Assyria as 
thing his father David did. ‘He removed the | sessed: Hezekiah king of Judah three hun: | 
high places and broke into pieces the | dred talents of silver and: thirty talents of 
sacred pillars. He cut down the sacred | gold. SSo Hezekiah gave him: all the silver 
wooden image and broke in pieces the | found in the house of the Lord and in the 
bronze serpent Moses had made, because | treasuries of the king’s house. !®At that 
up to those days, the sons of Israel had | time Hezekiah stripped the gold from tht 
burned incense to it. They called it | doors of the temple of the Lord, and from 
Nehushtan.t 5He trusted in the Lord God of | the pillars Hezekiah king of Judah had 
Israel, and after him there was none like | overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria! 
him among all the kings of Judah, nor |: "Then the king of Assyria sent Tartal, 
among those that were before him. ®For he | and Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh from Lè 
held fast to the Lord; he did not depart | chish to King Hezekiah with an over 
from following Him, but kept all the com- | whelming force against Jerusalem. A! 
mandments the Lord gave Moses. "The | they went up and came to Jerusalem aM 
Lord was with him. He prospered wherever | stood near the aqueduct of the upper po% 
he went. So he rebelled against the king of | which is on the way to Fuller’s Field. A” 
Assyria and did not serve him.t *He struck | they cried aloud to Hezekiah. But Eliaki® 
the Philistines as far as Gaza and its terri- | the son of Hilkiah, the steward, and Sheb! 
tory, from the watchtower to the fortified | the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, tè 
city. | recorder, came out to them. !9Then Ra 


18:1-8 Hezekiah is the first king since David to keep the Lord's commandments (v 6), to restore right 
worship for the people, and to honor Him as True God. Even so, he was unable to prevent the captiv! 
foretold to him in his later days (20:18), accepting it with trust in the Lord. 
18:4 The spiritual reality of the bronze serpent made by Moses (Nm 21:9) is lost and its meaning warth 
less. 

18:7 The sorg was with Hezekiah, for in faith He waited on the Lord and the promise of His incarnati?" 
(Mt 1:22, 23). iaia 
18:13—20:19 This account is also recorded in Isaiah 36:1—39;8. | | Wee 
18:16 Hezekiah’s priority is not the temple gold but the preservation of the remnant in Judah (19:4) 
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spaken TEN ih, aa ee K listen to pes for thus says the king of 
Hezekian, S'S the great king, the | Assyria, ‘Gain my favor and come out to 
king of Assyria, “What is this confidence | me, and every man will drink from his own 
which you trust? 2°You speak the words of | vine, and every man will eat from his own 
the lips; pave I e purpose and | fig tree'and drink the waters of his own well, 
the power of war. Now then, what is per- | until I come and take you away to a land 
suading you to reject me? 2!Take rote of | like your own land, a acd of PIE and 
a a T Aae on this broken mae ae bread and MARAA EN = 
staff of Egypt, made from a reed. If a man | Olive oil and honey, and you will live an 
leans on it, it will pierce his hand. Such is | not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in | deceives you, saying, “The Lord will deliver 
him. 22But because you say to me, ‘In the | us.” Each of the gods of the nations is not, 
Lord God we trust,’ is it not He whose high | Of himself, able to deliver a country from 
places and His altars Hezekiah removed, | the ael ae eer ENE Aat 
saying to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You | are the gods or. amath an ad: ere 
shall worship before this altar in | are the gods of Sepharvaim? Have they de- 
Jerusalem’?’” 28Therefore now join with | livered Samaria from my hand? Who 
my lord the king of Assyria; and I will give | among all the gods of the lands delivered 
you two thousand horses to use in the bat- | rae PERS TAn Te Taa that ie es d 

T ; 5 Aarma | Saou eliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ” 
them! How will you turn back the pres. | “But the men were silent and did not an- 
ence of one captain of the least of the ser- | RARE UAN PAn a the ea siti 
vants of my lord? Whereas you yourself | @andment was, Do not answer Aim. | 
hope on Egypt for chariots ard horsemen! Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, the 
Now we did not come uo against this SEEN ard, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah 
place to utterly destroy it without the Lord, | HI son of Asaph, the recorder, came to 

TA As aa < e | Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told 
The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against tnis Aahe Words of Rabshakeh 
land and destroyit?” | 1im the words of al shakeh. 

Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and |... «», Isaiah Promises Deliverance .=> 
Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, ] When King Hezekiah heard it, he 
language, for we understand; do not speak | with sackcloth, and went into the house of 
Hebrew with us. Why is it that you speak to | the Lord.t 2Then he sent Eliakim, the stew- 
us within the hearing of the people a the | ard, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders 
wall?” 27But Rabshakeh said to patted ee of the priests; covered with sackcloth, to 
my master sent me to your master, or tO | Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. *They 
ee to deliver these bebe Lite us ee to | said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, ‘This is a 

e men who sit on the wall, who along | day of tribulation and rebuke and great 
a you will eat their own dung and drink | anger. For in the time the children are to be 
‘heir own urine?” born, the mother has no strength. 4If in an 

“Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a | way the Lord your God wanes: all the 
loud voice in Hebrew, and spoke, saying, | words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the 
Hear the words of the great king of As- | king of Assyria sent to insult the living God 
syria!t 29Thus says the king, ‘Do not let | and revile him with words which the Lord 
Hezekiah encourage you with level for he | your God has heard, ira you will offer 
Shall not be able to deliver you from my | a prayer concerning the remnant that is 
hand, 20Nor let Hezekiah cause you to trust | found.’ ” °So the servants of King Hezekiah 
A e Lord, saying, “The Lord will surely app EASE Paan aN, reat Isaiah Said to 

éliver us; this city will not be given into | them, “Ihus you shall say to your master, 
the hand of the king of Assyria’ ” 3!Do not | ‘Thus says the Lord: “Do not be afraid of 








18:28-35 Rabshakeh’s words are those of a false prophet and a blasphemer (see 19:6). He accuses King 

Hezekiah of the deceit he himself practices, and tempts the people with false promises that twist the: — 

Promises of God. Well does Isaiah describe Assyria’s role in the history of Israel (ls 10:5-14). 

18:36 The command echoes Isaiah's prophecy, “He opened not His mouth” (Is 53:7). 

19:1-7 Hezekiah is a humble man who calls on the Lord and seeks His direction by way of His prophets. 
e Lord turned back the immediate threat of the enemy (v. 7). ron N on | 
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the words of blasphemy you heard uttered | 
by the king of Assyria’s servants. ‘Surely I | syria: ‘The virgin, the daughter of Zion, de. 
will send. a spirit upon him, and he shall spised you, laughed you to scorn. 1 
hear a rumor and return to his own land. daughter of Jerusalem shook her: head 
And I will strike him down by the sword in you! #2Whom have you reproached and blas. 
his: own land.” >” ray i" phemed? Against whom have, you raise, 
| | your voice? You lifted up your eyes agaj, 
ST pay Ha Makes anahe paige o the Holy One of Israel! By the hand of ee 
"Having heard the king had departed | messengers you reproached the Lord and 
from Lachish, Rabshakeh returned and said, “With the multitude of my. chariots 
found the king of Assyria warring against came up to the height of the mountains, tg. 
Libnah. “And concerning Tirhakah king of | the limits of Lebanon, and | shall cut down 


Ethiopia, he had heard it being said, “Look! its tall cedars and its choicest cypress tre 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia has come out to and I. entered the midst wird forse 


make war with you.”.So he returned, but Carmel. 24I refreshed myself and drank the. 
Sent messengers to Hezekiah, saving,.!f"Do | water of strangers: and withitheisdedi my 
not jet your God. in. whom; you trustexalt | set T desolated allithetivers of defense.” 4] 
you, saying, ‘Jerusalem shall nat be given : ormed her and made her so strong that she 
into the hand of the King of Assyria. ULis- | was effectual against fortified cities Band 
ten! You have heard about what all. the | those, who lived. there were too weak they | 
Kings of Assyria have done.te al! the coun- | en dismayed and confounded: they. were 


tries, utterly destroying them, and. you neat 3 | 
Fa? vered? Did tha onde | &> the grass of the field and:the green herb, 
think you shall be delivered? Did the gods | like tender shoots on the housetops and 


of the nations deliver those my fathers de- ra: s TR 27But | 
stroyed, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and | Poe Beene beforejitiis erownia tii 


et eng Sila nc 4 a ome nd Yura a 
| 4G, Aerea pate Me. Because. you rage against Me, and | 


Arpad, and Sepharvaim, Hena, and Iyah?” | your insolence has come up to My ears 


4S0 Hezekiah took the letter from the therefore I will, put My hook in Youn ia 


hand of the messengers and read it. Then =o ST aise 
| | | | ‘rq | and My bridle in. your lips, and I will tum 
Hezekiah went up-to the house of the Lord you back by the way you came’ 


and spread it before the Lord, !5and said, “This: shall, be asien to. yeu. TENAN 


E EEEE a ec ny 
kingdoms of the earth. You made heaven | ‘He second year what springs from it. Then 
and earth. 160 Lord, incline Your ear and | !" the third year you shall sow and ae | 
hear. O Lord, open Your eyes and see. Hear | Plant vineyards and eat their fruit. oes 
the words Sennacherib sent to reproach | tPe remnant of the house; of Judah kir 
the living God. YO Lord, truly the kings of | C&Ped shall again take root in the soil, to 
Assyria laid waste the nations 'and cast | Shall bear fruit on its branches. *!For ou no | 
the gods of these nations into the fire, be- | Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and he an 
cause they are not gods, but only the work | !S being delivered out of Mount AORN i 
of men’s hands, of wood and of stone, and | 2&4! of the Lord of hosts will do this.t “ 
not so? Thus says the Lord concerning thè | 


they destroyed them. !8Now, O Lord our ! , 
God, save us from his hand, so that all the | king of Assyria, ‘He shall not enter this (lt) 
nor shoot an arrow there, nor will a shiè® 


kingdoms of the earth will know that You 
| come before it, nor will he build a Si 


alone are the Lord God.”t | . | : 
ott | | | mound against it. °3By the way he came 
<P Isalah’s Word to King Hezekiah =m, | the same way he shall return, And he she 
“Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to | not come into this city, says the Lord. F% | 
Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the Lord God | I will defend this city for My own sake & 
of Hosts, the God of Israel, ‘I heard the | for the sake of My servant David.” ~ y 
things you prayed concerning Sennacherib |. 35And it came about that the angel of and 
king of Assyria.’ *'This is the word which the |Lord went out while it was yet night, 


19:19 See Ps 82:18. | | fy Pama) eit yen, vol 
19:31 Isajah’s prophecy regarding the remnant will find its fulfillment and completion in the:Incatn® aa 
tion of the Word of God and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2), -~ iy oa | 
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i aain 4 KINGDOMS) 20:20 


dial will move forward ten degrees, or should 
it go backward ten degrees?” Hezekiah an- 
swered, “It is easy for the shadow on the dial 
to move forward ten degrees. Therefore, let 
the shadow return and go backward ten de- 
grees.” !1So Isaiah the prophet cried out to 
the Lord, and the shadow on the dial went 
backward ten degrees.t 


æ Ambassadors from Babylon 7> 


12At that time Berodach-Baladan the son 
of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters 
and a present to Hezekiah because he heard 
Hezekiah was sick.t !3So Hezekiah rejoiced 
in them and showed to these messengers all 
the house of his treasures—the silver and 
3 : the gold, the spices and good olive oil, even 
said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Set your | the' house of his vessels—all that was found 
house in order, for you shall die. and not | among his treasures. There was nothing in 
live? ”t 2Then Hezekiah. turned his, tace his house or in all his dominion that 
toward the wall and prayed te the Lord, | Hezekiah did not show them. '*Then Isaiah 
saying, 3“O Lord, remember how. |] waiked | the:prophet went to King Hezekiah and said 
before You in truth, and. with a full heart, | to him; “What did these men say, and from 
and did what was good in Your eyes.’ And | where did they come to you?” So Hezekiah 
Hezekiah wept with.a great wailing. said, “They came from a far country, from 

4Thus while Isaiah was in the middle | Babylon.” ‘He said, “What did they see in 
court. the word of the Lord:came to. him, | your house?” So he answered, “They saw 
saying, 5“Return and tell Hezekiah, the | everything in my house. There was nothing 
leader of My people, ‘Thus says the Lord, | in my house I did not show them, even what 
the God of David your father: “I have heard | js in my treasuries.” 
your prayer, I have seen your tears. Behold, l6Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear 
I will heal you, and on the third day you | the word of the Lord, "Behold, the days 
shall go up to the house of the Lord. °And | | are coming when everything in your house, 
will add to your days fifteen years, 1 will de- | and what your fathers accumulated until 
liver you and this city from the hand of the | this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Noth- 
king of Assyria. I will defend this city for | ing shall be left, says the Lord. !8‘And as for 
My own sake, and for the sake of My ser- | your descendants, your sons, Babylon shall 
vant David.” >” | take them, and they shall be eunuchs in the 
Then Isaiah said, “Let them take a cake of | palace of the king of Babylon’ ” 19Sọ 
figs and rest it on the boil, and he will re- | Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “Good is the word 
cover” 8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What | of the Lord which He spoke. Let-there be 
is the sign that the Lord will heal me, and | peace in my days.” | 
that on the third day I shall go up to the iE 
house of the Lord?” 2And Isaiah said, “This is s King Hezekiah Dies 7- 
the sign from the Lord that the Lord shall do 20Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, all 
what He said. Fither the shadow of the sun- | his might, and how he made a reservoir 








struck down one hundred eighty-five thou- 
sand in the camp of 'the Assyrians. When 
they arose early in the morning, all the 
dead bodies were there: 3650o Sennacherib 
king of Assyria departed and left from 
there. He returned and dwelt in Nineveh. 
37Later it happened, while he was worship- 
ping in the house of Nisroch his: god, his 
sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck 
him down with the sword and escaped into 
the land of Ararat., His son Esarhaddon 
reigned in his place: 


-= Hezekiah Is Sick and Recovers -=> 
S In: those days. Hezekiah was sick 
and near. death. Then Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and 








20:1-6 The Lord overturns His words spoken to Hezekiah by Isaiah because of Hezekiah's prayers and 

heartfelt tears. “What can be clearer than this proof that out of consideration for mercy and goodness 

the Lord would rather break, His word, and instead of the prearranged limit of death, extend the life of 

im who prayed, for fifteen years, rather than be found inexorable because of His unchangeable de- 

cree?” (JohnCas), Qi pan : 

20:11 Here the Lord, to answer the prayer of Isaiah for the sake of Hezekiah, overcomes the laws of- 

Nature by turning back time.(v. 11), as measured on the sun dial. ion 

20:12-21 When the heart “is estranged from the business of self-examination, it does not even con- 

sider the losses it is suffering, or know how great they are. For neither did Hezekiah believe himself to 
sinning when he showed his treasures to the strangers. When in heart we transgress, what we are’ . 


doing within ourselves is hidden from men. Yet in the eyes of the Judge, we sin"! (GrgGt). sitter 
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| 
and an aqueduct, and how he brought wa- \0And the Lord spoke by His servanta 
ter into the city, are these things not written | prophets, saying, !!“Because Managga 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings | king of Judah has done these aboming. 
of Judah? 2!So Hezekiah rested with his fa- | tions, acting more wickedly than all th, 
thers. And he was buried in the city of | Amorites who were before him, and pe 


David. Then Manasseh his son reigned in | cause he made Judah sin with his idols, 


his place. shall not be so. Thus says the Lord Godo 
| | | ‘Israel, ‘Behold! I am bringing such ey; 
œ~ Manasseh Is King of Judah > upon Jerusalem and Judah that who 


9 Manasseh was twelve years Old | hears of it, both his ears will tingle. 13And| 
7 when he became king, and he ruled | will stretch out over Jerusalem the measur. 
for fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His moth- | ing line of Samaria and the plumb line of 
er’s name was Hephzibah.t 2And he did evil | the house of Ahab. I will wipe Jerusalem as 
in the eyes of the Lord, according to the | one wipes an alabaster vessel, wiping it 
abominations of the nations whom the | and turning it upside down. So I will drive 
Lord had cast out before the sons of Israel. | away the remnant of My inheritance and 
3For he brought back and built the high | deliver them into the hand of their enemies 
places -that Hezekiah his father had | and they shall become victims of plunder 
destroyed. He raised up an altar for Baal. by all their enemies. I5For they have done 
and as Ahab king of Israei did, he made a | gyi] in My eyes and have provoked Me to 
wooden image. He worshiped all the host | anger since the day I brought their fathers 
of heaven and served them.* “he also built | out of Egypt to this day. ” Indeed, Mz 
an altar in the house of the Lord, of which | nasseh poured out large quantities of inno- 
He had said, “In Jerusalem ! will put My | cent blood until it filled Jerusalem from 
name.” 5And. he built an aitar for ail the | end to end. This in addition to the sins 
host of heaven in the two courts of the | which he led Judah to commit, in doing evi 
house of the Lord. in the sight of the Lord. 
6Also, he made his sons pass througn the lINow the rest of the acts of Manasseb. 
fire and practiced divination. He read | aj) he did, and all the sins he committed 
omens from the flight and cries of birds, | are these not written in the Book of the 
and consulted wizards, and multiplied | Chronicles of the kings of Judah? “80 
those familiar with them, to do evil in the | Manasseh rested with his fathers and wa 
sight of the Lord. He provoked Him to | puyried in the garden of his own house, W 
anger. 7He even took a carved image of the | the garden of Uzza. Then his son Amol 
wooden image and placed it in the house of | reigned in his place. | 
which the Lord had said to David and to | 
æ Amon Is King of Judah = 


Solomon his son, “In this house, and in 
Jerusalem, which I chose out of all the i9Amon was twenty-two years old whe? 
tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever. | he became king, and he ruled for two ye" 

in Jerusalem. His mother’s name ” 


’But to those who shall keep all that I com- 

mand, according to all the commandments | Meshullemeth the daughter of Harv? 
which my servant Moses commanded | Jotbah. 2°And he did evil in the eyes of the 
them, I will not again let the foot of Israel | Lord, as his father Manasseh had 40! 
be shaken from the land I gave their fa- | 2!And he walked in all the ways that his f 
thers.” 9But they paid no attention as Ma- | ther walked, and he served the idols lS 
nasseh led them astray. They did more evil | ther served, and worshiped them. 2He f 
than the nations whom the Lord had re- | sook the Lord God of his fathers, and © 
moved from before the sons of Israel. not walk in the way of the Lord. Then = 


a 








| 
| 












21:1, 2 As long as Manasseh was “free” to live according to his passions, he remained in bondage "4 
them. But when the Lord allowed him to be taken into captivity, he found repentance and was re red 
to his kingdom (2Ch 33:13). “Now if, considering the magnitude of his own iniquities, he had despail® 
of restoration and repentance, he would have missed all which he afterwards obtained. But as it va 

looking to the boundlessness of God's tender mercy instead of the enormity of his transgressions: a i 
having broken in sunder the bonds of the devil, he rose up and contended with him, and finished t° 
good course” (Dion). Yia l | : 
21:3 Here, all the host of heaven is not the saints and the angels to which this phrase usually refe® 
Rather, these are the fallen hosts, as is clear in 23:5, | ei nae, pc 
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killed the king in his own house. **But the 
people of the land put to death all those 
who had conspired against King Amon. 
Then the people of the land made his son 
Josiah king in his place. * Now the rest of 
the acts Amon did, are these not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? 26And he was buried in his tomb in 
the garden of Uzza. Then Josiah his son 
reigned in his place. 


æ Josiah Is King of Judah «=> 
i, Josiah was eight years old when he 
became king, and he ruled for 
thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah 
of Bozkath.t 2And he did what was right in 
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vants of Amon conspired against him and | 


4 KINGDOMS 22:20 
1050 Shaphan the scribe spoke to the king, 
saying, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a book.” 
And Shaphan read it before the king. 
\\Now when the king heard the words of 
the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes.t 
Then the king commanded Hilkiah the 
priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor 
the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asaiah the servant of the king, saying, 
13“Go and inquire of the Lord for me, for all 
the people and for all Judah, concerning 
the words of this book that was found. For 
great is the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against us, because our fathers did not hear 
and obey the words of this book, to do ac- 
cording to all the words of this book writ- 
ten concerning us.” 

1499 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, 





the eyes of the Lord, and walked in all the | < : heh chee 
ways of Ris father David. He did not furn | Snapnan, and mife of Shallum the som. of 


aside to the right hand er to the lefi, 

æ Discovery of the Book ct the Law <> 

3Now in the eighteenth year of King 
Josiah, in the eighth morth, the King sent 
Shaphan the son of Azéliah, the son of 
Meshullam, the scribe of the house oi the 
Lord, saying, #“Go up to Hilkiah the high 
priest, and take account of the money 
brought into the house of the Lord gath- 
ered from the people. 5And let them deliver 
it into the hand of the appointed workers in 
the house of the Lord.” So he gave it to 
those in the house of the Lord doing the 
work to repair the damages of the house; 
ŝto the carpenters, and builders, and ma- 
sons: to acquire wood and hewn stones, to 
strengthen the repairs of the house. 7How- 
ever, because they dealt faithfully, they 
were not asked to account for the money 
delivered into their hand. 

8Then Hilkiah the high priest said to 
Shaphan the scribe; “I discovered the Book 
of the Law in the house of the Lord.” And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he 
read it. "Then he brought the book to King 
Josiah and turned to the king to report, say- 
ing, “Your servants have melted down the 
Silver being found in the house of the Lord 
and given it to the ones having responsibil- 





ity for repairs to the house of the Lord.” 


22:1, 2 Josiah is a model for all who seek through repentance and obedience to God to be cleansed, 


Tikvah, the son of Harhas, the keeper of the 
wardrobe, who dwelt in Jerusalem study- 


| ing the Law, and they spoke with her. "And 


che said to them; “Thus says the Lord God 
of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to me, 
16Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will bring 
evil-upon this place and upon those who 
dwell here, even all the words of the book 
which the king of Judah has read. "For 
they forsook Me and burned incense to 
other gods, that they might provoke Me to 
anger with the works of their hands. There- 
fore My wrath shall be kindled against this 
place. It shall not be quenched. ” !8And to 
the king of Judah, sending you to seek out 


| the Lord, thus you shall say this to him, 


‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel, “The 
words which you heard, because your 
heart was softened, and you humbled your- 
self before the Lord when you heard I 


spoke against this place and those dwelling 


in it, that it will disappear and become a 
curse, and you tore your clothes and wept 
before Me, so I have heard you,” says the 
Lord. 2°“Behold, it shall not be so. I will 
gather you to your fathers, and you shall be 
gathered to your grave in peace. Your eyes 
shall not see any of the evils which I shall 
bring on this place,.”’” They brought the 
message back to the king. 





avewed, and restored. By not turning aside to the right or to the left, Josiah stayed in the center of 

sn will, not attempting to test the outer limits of His love and grace. 

sh 1-13 When Josiah heard the words of the Book of Law, he immediately realized his kingdom had 
'ayed from God, and took steps to bring reform. According to St. Paul, “the law was our tutor to 
ring us to Christ” (Gal 3:24), “for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom 3:20). | 


l — 


KINGDOMS 23:1 





œ True Worship of God Is Restored > 


2 . Now the king sent and gathered to 
himself all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem.t 2The king went up to the house 
of the Lord with all the men of Judah, and 
with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and the priests and the prophets, ‘and all 
the people, both:small and great. He read 
all the words of the Book of'the Covenant 
discovered in the house of the Lord for 
them to hear. 2Then the king stood by a pil- 
lar and made a covenant before the Lord, to 
follow the Lord and to keep His command- 
ments, and His testimonies, 
statutes, with all'his heart and all:his soul, 
to conform- to the words of this covenant 
written in this book. And all the people 
took a stand for the covenant. $ 

4So the’ king commanded Hilkiah the 
high priest, and: the priests of the second 
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and His. 


nor of the city, which was to the left of the | 
city gate. °Only the priests of the high 
places did not come up to the altar of the 
Lord in Jerusalem, for they only ate |eay. 
ened bread among their brethren. 
\0He defiled Topheth, which is in the Vg. 
ley of the Son of Hinnom, sono man might 
make his son or his daughter pass through 
the fire as an offering to Molech. Then he — 
removed the horses the kings of Judah deg. 
‘icated to the sun at the entrance to the 
house of the Lord, by the offering box of 
Nathan, the king’s eunuch, in the court. He 
burned the chariot of the sun with fire. !2As 
for the altars made by the kings of Judah 
on the roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, 
and the altars Manasseh made in the two 
courts of the house of the Lord, the king 
‘pulled them down and removed them by 
‘force. He cast their dust into the Brook 








order, and those who had charge of the | Kidron. Then the king defiled the house 


weights, to bring out of/the temple of the 
Lord albthe articles made for Baal, and for 
the sacred wooden image, ‘and for aii the 
host of heaven. Then he burned: them -out- 
side Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron and 
carried their ashes to Bethel:!\°And he put 
an end to the idolatrous priests whom the 
kings of Judah had appointed to burn in- 
cense in the high places, in the cities of Ju- 
dah, and in ‘the places all around 


Jerusalem: This included those who burned | 


incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to 
the constellations, and to all the host of 
heaven. "Then he took the wooden image 
from the house of the Lord to the Brook 
Kidron outside Jerusalem. He burned it at 
the Brook Kidron and ground it to ashes. 
He threw its ashes on the graves of the sons 
of the people. 7So in the house of the Lord, 
he tore down the ritual booths of the male 
temple prostitutes, the place where the 
women wove linen garments: for the 
wooden image. ®Then he led up all the 
priests from the cities of Judah and defiled 
the high places where the priests burned 
incense, from Geba to Beersheba. And he 
pulled down the house of the gate by the 
entrance of the Gate of Joshua, the gover- 





earlier (3Kg 13:2, 3). | 


23:1-3 How do we bring renewal to God's people? The King Josiah began by exposing them to thei 
hearing and learning of God's word. He gathered to himself all the elders and all the people, for both 
the leaders.and the laity must live by God's revelation. | pee 
23:4-9 A second step in renewal is to bring out of the temple . . 
ing the Lord includes both hearing and obeying His word and intentionally rejecting darkness. = 
23:16-20 Josiah fulfills a prophecy spoken by a prophet of the Lord more than three hundred yeas 


east of Jerusalem, on the south of the 
Mount of Corruption, which Solomon the 
| king of Israel built for Ashtoreth, the abom- 
| ination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh, 
the abomination of the Moabites, and for 
Milcom, the abomination of the: people of 
Ammon. }And he broke in pieces the sé 
cred pillars, and he cut down the sacred 
wooden images and filled their places with 
human bones. . - ton haan ort oll 
ISAs for the altar at Bethel, the high alta! 
which Jeroboam. the son of Nebat hat 
made, who led Israel to sin, that altar and 
that high place he tore down and. crushed 
the stones. He ground them into dust and 
burned the wooden image. !*As Josia! 
turned, he saw the tombs on the mountal! | 
there in the city. So he sent and took tht 
‘bones out of the tombs and burned thet 
on the altar, He defiled it according to th? 
word of the Lord which the man of 69 
had spoken when. Jeroboam stood at tht 
altar during the festival. And he tumêèt 
and raised his:eyes to the tomb of the ma! 
of God who spoke those words,t and? 
said, “What gravestone is this that I Se 
So the men of the city told him, “It is ® | 
tomb of the man. of God who came fel 












‘ all the articles made for Baal. Follow" 


Oc 
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4: KINGDOMS 23:37 





Judah and proclaimed these things you did | 
against the altar of Bethel.” !8Then he said, | 


“Leave him alone. Let no one move his 
bones.” So his bones were saved along 
with the bones of the prophet who came 
from Samaria. 9Now Josiah also took 
away all the shrines of the high places, the 
ones the kings of Israel made in the cities 
of Samaria to provoke the Lord to anger. 
And he did to them as he had done: in 


Bethel. 2°9He put to death all the priests: of | 


the high places on the altars, and burned 


Jerusalem. 


æ Passover and Order Restored => 
"King Josiah commanded all the peo- 
ple, saying, “Keep the Passover to,the Lord 
our God, as it is written in this Book of the 
Covenant.”t 22Such. a. Passover. had. not 
been held since the days of the judges who 


judged Israel, not in all the days of ne an Gfild bnahiiacAndidiesdidhewme nalthe 


i eyes of the Lord, according to all the things 


23But in the eighteenth year “of K; z 
Josiah, the Passover was held to the Lord 
in Jerusalem. “4So Josiah put away those 
who consulted mediums and-wizards, the 
household gods and idols, all the abomi- 
nations that were seen in the land of Ju- 
dah and in Jerusalem. He did so that he 
might perform ‘the words of the Law 
which were written in the book ‘that 
Hilkiah the priest: found in the house of 
the Lord. “Before him, there was no king 
like him, who turned to the Lord with all 
his heart, with all his soul,.and with all his 
might, according to all the Law of Moses. 
There was no king like him who arose af- 
ter him. nh ox 

26Yet the Lord did not turn from the 
fierceness of His‘ great wrath aroused 


against Judah. For all the provocations of | , 
-hoiakim was twenty-five years old when he 


Manasseh had provoked Him.t 27So the 

Lord said, “I shall also remove Judah from 

My sight, as I removed Israel. I shall reject 

this city Jerusalem which I chose, and the 

ae where | said, ‘My name shall be 
ere, ' 





aiJosiah Killed in Battle ~ 


28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and 
everything he did, are these not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? 29In his days, Pharaoh Necho king 
of Egypt went to the aid of the king of As- 
syria, to the River Euphrates; and King 
Josiah went against him. And Pharaoh Ne- 
cho killed him at Megiddo when he con- 
fronted him. 2°Then his servants moved his 
body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought 


human bones on them, and: returned to | [i to Jerusalem, and buried him in ns 


own tomb. And the people of the land took 


-Jehoahaz-the son of Josiah, anointed him, 


and made him king in his father’s place. 


-æ Jehoahaz Is King of Judah = 

31Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old 
when he became king, and he ruled for 
three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was Hamutal the daughter of Jere- 


nis fathers: had done. 223Now Pharaoh Ne- 


cho put him in prison at Riblah in the land 


of Hamath, that he ‘might not rule in 
Jerusalem. He imposed a tribute on the 
land, a talent of gold and one hundred tal- 


| ents of silver. **Then Pharaoh Necho made 
Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of 


his father Josiah and changed his name to 
Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz 
and went to Egypt, and he died there. 


æ Jehoiakim Is King of Judah = 
35So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold 
to Pharaoh. But at the command of 


| Pharaoh, he taxed the land; he exacted the 


silver and gold from the people of the land, 
from every one according to his assess- 
ment, to give it to Pharaoh Necho. 36Je- 


became king, and he ruled for eleven years 


in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ze- 


budah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 
37And he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, ac- 
| cording: to all his fathers had done. 





23:21-25 "Love faith. For by his. devotion and faith Josiah won great love for hirrgelf from hi enemies, 


For he celebrated the Lord's Passover. , 


„as no one had done it before him, As then in zeal, he was su- 


perior to those who went before him. So do you, my sons, show zeal for God, Let zeal for God search 
you through, and devour You, sO that each one ar you may say, The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me 


up” (AmbM), 


23:26-37 Even though Josiah was adah most: INABA king (v. 25), the kings who succeeded him 
lapsed back into evil. In Israel of old, as in the Church today, the work of renewal is never finished. True 
and lasting pees ae HIED wi coma only MONIT the targ of Christ th His eaven evens king- 


dom. |. 





4 KINGDOMS 24:1] | p 
æ. Judah Is Overrun > 


In his days, Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 
became his servant for three years. Then 
he turned and rebelled against him.t 2S0 
the Lord sent against him raiding bands 
of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands: of 
Moabites, and bands: of the sons of 
Ammon. He sent them against the land 
of Judah to destroy it, true to the word of 
the Lord He had spoken by His servants the 
prophets. Moreover, it was the purpose of 
the Lord concerning Judah to remove them 
from His sight. This, because of the sins of 
Manasseh, according to all that he did, “and 
for all the innocent blood he shed. For he 
had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, | 
and the Lord did not want to pardon him. | 
SNow the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim | 
and everything he did, are these not written | 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? So Jehoiakim rested with his fa- 
thers. Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in | 
his place. 7As for the king of Egypt, he did | 
not come out of his land anymore: The king 
of Babylon seized all that belonged to the 
king of Egypt, from the river of Egypt to the 
River Euphrates. 











< Jehoiachin Is King of Judah 7- 

8Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem for three months. His mother’s 
name was Nehushta the daughter of El- 
nathan of Jerusalem. And he did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord, according to everything 
his father did. 

10At that time Nebuchadnezzar, the king 
of Babylon, came up against Jerusalem, 
and he besieged the city.t !!And Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, entered the city, | 
and his servants besieged it. Then Je- | 
hoiachin king of Judah went out to the king 
of Babylon himself, and his servants, and 
his mother, and his officers, and his eu- 
nuchs, And the king of Babylon took him 
prisoner in the eighth year of his reign. 

18Then he carried out from there all the 
treasures of the house of the Lord and the 
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| wall was broken through, and all the ™ 





treasures of the king’s house, and he cut in — 
pieces all the articles of gold which © 
Solomon the king of Israel made in the 
temple of the Lord, according to the word — 
of the Lord. 

l4Also he carried into captivity all 
Jerusalem, all the officers and ‘all the 
mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, 
and all the craftsmen and smiths. None re. 
mained except the poor of the land. 5He — 
then carried Jehoiachin captive to Babylon 
along with the king’s mother, the king's 
wives, and his eunuchs. And he led the 
mighty of the land into captivity from 
Jerusalem to Babylon, '*and all the valiant 
men, seven thousand, and one thousand 
craftsmen and smiths, all of them strong 
and fit for war, these the king of Babylon 
brought captive to Babylon. "Then the 
king of Babylon made Mattaniah his son 
king in his place, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah. 


s Zedekiah Is King of Judah 7 © | 
i87edekiah was: twenty-one years old 
when he became king, and he ruled for 
eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Hamutal the daughter of Jere 
miah.t 19And he did ‘evil in the eyes of the 








| Lord, all that Jehoiakim had done. ?°For it 


was according to the anger of the Lord 
against Jerusalem and Judah, until He fi- — 
nally cast them out from His presence, that | 
Zedekiah rebelled against the king 0 
Babylon. : 


25 


an. The Fall of Jerusalem > — 
In the ninth year of his reign, in th? | 
tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar k 


of Babylon and all his army came again 


Jerusalem and encamped against it. The 
built a siege wall against it all aroun® — 
2S0 the city was besieged until Ù% 
eleventh year of King Zedekiah. *BY a 
ninth day of the month, the famine WA 
severe in the city, and there was no [0% 
for the people of the land. ‘Then the 2 
way 0 
n the 









of war fled at night. They ran by 
the gate, between the walls, through 


24:1 The Chaldeans are the people of the south of Babylon. | patties en 
24:10-17 The totality of the siege of Jerusalem is remarkable. The king and his family and court ale 
impesanedisy 12), the temple and the king's house are dismantled (v. 13), and the army is in capt" 
(v, 14). | et 4 | 7 
24:18 Zedekiah, the new king of Judah, was more like a prince or regent, serving under his fathet 
25:1-7 The physical siege of Jerusalem is completed, and the king is blinded and removed to Baby™ | 


SF 


















king ran out, even though the Chaldeans 
still encircled the entire city. They left by 
way of the plain toward Arabah. 5But the 
army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, 


and they overtook him in the plains of that were found in the city, and the secre- 


Jericho. The king’s army was s¢attered all 
about him. So they took the king and 
brought him up to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah, and he pronounced judgment on 


him. ‘And before his eyes, they killed the 


sons of Zedekiah. They then put out his 
eyes, bound him with fetters, and took him 
to Babylon. 


~œ The Temple Is Destroyed ma 


‘In the fifth month, on the seventh day of 
the month, in the nineteenth year of King 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebu- 
zaradan, the captain of the guard. came 
before the king of Babylon in Jerusalem? 
He burned the house of the Lord, and the 
kings house, and all the houses of 


gate of the king’s garden. They and the | 





‘high-priest, and Zephaniah the 
second in order, and the three doorkeepers. 
And they took out of the city one eunuch 
who was commander of the men of war, 
and five men who saw the face of the king 


tary of the commander-in-chief, who took 
account of the people of the land, and sixty 
men of the people of the land that were 
found in the city. 29And Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard took them and 
brought them to the king of Babylon, to Re- 
blatha. 24And the king of Babylon struck 
them and killed them at Reblatha in the 
land of Amath. So Judah was carried away 


from his land. 


æ. Judah Is Captive in Babylon -=> 
22 As for the people who remained in the 
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon did not take away captive, 


| he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the 
| $on of Shaphan, governor over them. AI 


Jerusalem. Every house was burned Voy | the captains of the armies, they and their 


the captain of the guard. UThen Nebu- 


| l 5U- | men, heard that the king of Babylon made 
zaradan the captain of the guard carried | Gedaliah governor, so they—Ishmael the 


away captive the people who remained in | son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of 


the city, and those who deserted to the king 
of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude: 
But the captain of the guard left some of 
the poor of the land as vinedressers and 
farmers. 

The Chaldeans broke into pieces the 
bronze pillars, and the bases, and the 
bronze Sea in the house of the Lord. They 
Carried their bronze to Babylon. They 
also took away the pots, the shovels, the 
trimmers, the spoons, and all the bronze 
utensils used by the priests to minister. 


‘The captain of the guard took away the | 


fire-pans, the golden bowls, and the silver. 
“The amount of bronze in the two pillars, 
the one Sea, and the carts, and all the arti- 
cles made by Solomon for the house of the 

ord, was beyond measure. "The height of 
one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the cap- 


ital on it was of bronze. The height of the 


capital was three cubits, and the network 
and pomegranates all around the capital 
"ere all of bronze. The second pillar was 
< Same, with a network. 
"And the captain of the guard took Se- 


Careah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the 
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a 


| Maachathite—they and their men came to 


Gedaliah at Mizpah. 24Then Gedaliah made 
them and their men take an oath, and he 
said to them, “Do not be afraid of the ser- 
vants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land 
and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall 
be well with you.” 

25But in the seventh month, Ishmael the 
son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama of 
the royal family, came with ten men and 
struck and killed Gedaliah at Mizpah, and 
the Jews as well as the Chaldeans with 
him. 26So all the people, small and great, 
and the captains of the armies arose and 
went to Egypt because they were afraid of 
the Chaldeans. 


æ Jehoiachin Is Freed from Prison m 

“In the thirty-seventh year of the captiv- 
ity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day 
of the month, Evil-Merodach king of Bab- 
ylon, in the year he began to reign, released 





58-17 Once the city is captured, the temple, the house of the Lord, is cleaned out and laid bare. In 


1, Salem every house was burned, The tall pillars of the temple were torn down, The capital (v. 17) is 
® top or dome of the pillar. 
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| CHRONICLES 1:1 


~. From Adam to Abraham ~: 





Adam, Seth, Enosh,t 2Cainan, Mahalalel, | 


A Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 
4Noah, the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. 

5The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Ma- 
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 

Tiras. “The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, 
Diphath, and Togarmah. ‘The sons of Javan 
were Elishah, Tarshishah, Kittim, and Rod- 
anim. 

8The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, 

Put, and Canaan. The sons of Cush were 

Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, and Sab- 


techa. The sons of Raama were Sheba and 


Dedan. }°Cush begot Nimrod; he began to 
be a mighty hunter on the earth." 

The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, 
and Arphaxad. Shela, Eber, Pheleg, Ra- 


gan, '4Seruch, Nachor, Tharrha, '’Abra- | 


ham. 


~ Descendants of [shimaei = 

l6And the sons. of Abraham: isaac and 
Ishmael. !7And these are their generations: 
the firstborn of Ishmael, Nabaecth, and 
Kedar, Nabdeel, Massam, “Masima, Iduma, 
Masse, Chondan, Thaeman, ‘?Jettur, 
Naphes, Kedma: these the sons of ishmael. 


20And the sons of Keturah, Abraham's con- | 
y | city was Avith. 35When Hadad died, Samlah 


cubine: she bore him Zembram, Jexan, Ma- 


diam, Madam, Sobac, Soe; and the sons of | 
Jexan: Daedan and Sabai; 2!and the sons of 
Madiam: Gephar, and Opher, and Enoch, | 


and Abida, and Eldada; all these the sons of 
Keturah. 
<, Descendants of Isaac 7 


22And Abraham begot Isaac: and the 
sons of Isaac were Jacob and Esau. 








23The sons of Esau: Eliphaz, and Ragua 
and Jeul, and Jeglom, and Core. “The sons 
of Eliphaz: Thaeman, and Omar, Sophar 








and Gootham, and Kenez, and Thamna, | 


Naches, Zare, Some, and Moze. 
e Descendants of Seir 7- 
26The sons of Seir: Lotan, Sobal, Sebe. 


| and Amalek. And the sons of Raguej, | 


gon, Ana, Deson, Osar, and Disan. 27Ang — 


the sons of Lotan: Chorri and Aeman; and 


the sister of Lotan was Thamna. **The sons — 
of Sobal: Alon, Machanath, Taebel, Sophi, 
and Onan; and the sons of Sebegon: Aeth | 


and Sonan. 29The sons of Sonan, Daeson; 
and the sons of Daeson: Emeron, and Ase- 
bon, and Jethram, and Charran. “°And the 
sons of Hosar: Balaam, and Zucam, and 
Acan; the sons of Disan: Os and Aran., 


~~. The Kings of Edom > 
31And these are their kings: Bela the son 


of Beor, and the name of his city was Din- 
-habah. 22When Bela died, Jobab the son oi 


Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 
33When Jobab died, Husham of the land of 


‘the Temanites reigned in his place. “And 


when Husham died, Hadad the son of Be 


dad, who attacked Midian in the field of 


Moab, reigned in his place. The name of his 


of Masrekah reigned in his place. **An¢ 
when Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth by 
the river reigned in his place. 37When Saul 
died, Baal-Hanan the son of  Achbol 
reigned in his place. 33And when Baal 
Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadad the 
son of Barad reigned in his place; and the 
name of his city was Phogor, *9Hadad died 


also. And the chiefs of Edom were Chiel 


1:1—9:44 The first nine chapters of this book are genealogies. They run from Adam to Noah (1:14); 
Noah to Abraham (1:5-15); Abraham to Jacob or Israel (1:16-22); Israel to David (2:1-15); and from the 
sons of David through the sons of Solomon (3:1-24). Then follow the genealogies of the twelve tribes 


(4:1—8:40); of the remnant who will return to Jerusalem after the captivity (9:1-24); and of Saul 
(9:35-44). Genealogies are hidden treasures which should not be passed over, for they serve to rem!" 


d 


us of two all-encompassing truths: (1) the reality of our inheritance from Adam: that we live, suffer, 
have children, and die. We cannot save ourselves (Rom 5:14), and need a Savior; and (2) that God cf 
ated us in His image, He loves His creation, and He is endlessly interacting in history in order to resto! 


creation to Himself. 


1:1-4 In these verses Adam and Noah typify Christ, the “Beginning and the End” (Rev 22:13). A 


first man, brought death into the world; but Christ’s death will destroy death (1Co 15:45-47). By faith 
Noah built the ark and saved his household from the flood (Heb 11:7); likewise Christ will build HIS 
Church, beginning with His twelve apostles, through which He will bring all who are baptized into n 


and eternal life. 


1:10-15 Nimrod: See Gn 10:8-12. The genealogy from Shem to Abraham, like that from Adam to ast 
(vv. 1-4), again points to Christ, “the First and the Last” (Rev 22:13). Like Christ, Shem, Noah's younge* 
(see Gn 9:24-27); and Abram, because of his faith, will become Abraha 


is first because of his humility 
(v. 15), the “father of us all” (Rom 4:16). 


dam, th 


Noa! 
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Timnah, Chief Aliah, Chief Jetheth, “Chief 
Aholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 
sChief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 
“Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These 
were the chiefs of Edom. 


«= Descendants of Israel a 
These were the sons of Israel: Reuben, 


Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, | 


2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and 
Asher. 


©. From Judah to David «= 


3The sons of Judah were Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. These three were born to him by 
the daughter of Shua, the Canaanitess. Er, 
the firstborn of Judah, was wicked in the 
sight of the Lord; so He killed him.t 4And 
Tamar, his daughter-in-law, bore him Perez 
and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five. 
The sons of Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. “The sons of -Zerah were Zimri, 
Ethan, Heman, Calcol; and Dara, five. of 
them in all. ‘The sons of Carmi: Achar, the 
troublemaker of Israel, who was nullified 
with a curse. 8The son. of Ethan was 
Azariah. %Also the sons of Hezron who 
were born to him were Jerahmeel,. Ram, 
and Chelubai. "Ram begot Amminadab, 
and Amminadab begot, Nahshon, leader of 
the children of Judah; !!Nahshon. begot 
Salma, and Salma begot Boaz; !2Boaz be- 
got Obed, and Obed begot Jesse; !2Jesse be- 
got Eliab his firstborn, Abinadab the, sec- 
ond, Shimea the third, 14Nethanel-the 
fourth, Raddai the fifth, '5Ozem the sixth, 


——_— es 


and David the seventh. !®Now their sisters — 


were Zeruiah and Abigail. The sons. of 
Zeruiah were Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, 
three. 17Abigail bore Amasa; and the father 
of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite. 


™. Descendants of Hezron => 
'’Caleb the son of Hezron had children 
by Azubah, his wife, and by Jerioth, Now 
hese were her sons; Jesher, Shobab, and 


I CHRONICLES 2:46 


land of Gilead. 23Geshur and Syria took 
from them the towns of Jair, with Kenath 
and its towns, sixty towns. All these be- 
longed to the sons of Machir the father of 
Gilead. “4After Hezron died in Caleb- 
Ephrathah, Hezron’s wife Abijah bore him 
Ashhur the father of Tekoa. 


s. Descendants of Jerahmeel 7> 

25The sons of Jerahmeel, the firstborn of 
Hezron, were Ram, the firstborn, and 
Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 26Jerah- 
meel had another wife, whose name was 
Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. 27The 
sons of Ram, the firstborn of Jerahmeel, 
were Maaz, Jamin, and Eker. 28The sons of 
Onam were Shammai and Jada. The sons 
of Shammai were Nadab and Abishur. 
49And the name of the wife of Abishur was 
Abihail, and she bore him Ahban and 
Molid. 2°The sons of Nadab were Seled and 
Appaim; Seled died without children. ?!The 
son of Appaim was Ishi, the son of Ishi was 
Sheshan, and Sheshan’s son was Ahlai. 
“The sons of Jada, the brother of Sham- 
mai, were Jether and Jonathan; Jether died 
without children. “The sons of Jonathan 
were Peleth and Zaza. These were the sons 
of Jerahmeel. °4Now Sheshan had no sons, 
only daughters. And Sheshan had an 
Egyptian servant whose name was Jarha. 
s9>Sheshan gave his) daughter to Jarha his 
servant as wife, and she bore him Attai. 
36Attai begot Nathan, and Nathan begot 
Zabad; °’Zabad begot Ephlal, and Ephlal 
begot Obed; Obed begot Jehu, and Jehu 
begot Azariah; °%Azariah begot Helez, and 





~Helez begot Eleasah; *°Eleasah begot Sis- 


Ardon. !“When Azubah died, Caleb took | 


EDhrath as his wife, who bore him Hur. 
„And Hur begot: Uri, and Uri begot Bezalel. 
d OW afterward Hezron went in to the 
aughter of Machir, the father of Gilead, 
al pie he married when he was sixty years 
Jan ud She bore him Segub. “Segub begot 

ir, Who had twenty-three’ cities in the 


2:3 The 
lament 5 





Sod and Son of Man (see Mt 1:3-6; Lk 3:31-33). 





mai, and Sismai begot Shallum: 4!Shallum 
begot Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begot Elish- 
ama. 


w Descendants of Caleb -> 


“The descendants of Caleb the brother 
of Jerahmeel were Mesha, his firstborn, 
who was the father of Ziph, and the sons of 
Mareshah the father of Hebron. “2The sons 
of Hebron were Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, 
and Shema. “Shema begot Raham the fa- 
ther of Jorkoam, and Rekem begot Sham- 
mai. And the son of Shammai was Maon, 
and Maon was the father of Beth Zur. 
Ephah, Caleb's concubine, bore Haran, 
Moza, and Gazez; and Haran begot Gazez. 





genealogy of Judah establishes King David's ancestry (v. 15). Christ's genealogy in the New Tes- 
D00ks of Matthew and Luke will complete David's royal lineage by showing Him to be both Son 








| CHRONICLES 2:47 


47The sons of Jahdai were Regem, Jotham, 
Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and Shaaph. 
48Maachah, Caleb’s concubine, bore She- 
ber and Tirhanah. She also bore Shaaph 
the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father 











of Machbenah and the father of Gibea. And | 


the daughter of Caleb was Achsah. °’These 
were the descendants of Caleb: The sons of 
Hur, the firstborn of Ephrathah, were 
Shobal the father of Kirjath Jearim, 
5Salma the father of Bethlehem, and 
Hareph the father of Beth Gader. °*And 
Shobal the father of Kirjath Jearim had de- 
scendants: Haroeh and half of the families 


of Manuhoth. “The families of Kirjath | 


Jearim were the Ithrites, the Puthites, the 
Shumathites, and the Mishraites. From 
these came the Zorathites and the Eshtao- 
lites. °**The sons of Salma were Bethlehem, 
the Netophathites, Atroth-Beth-Joab, half 
of the Manahethites, and the Zorites. And 


the families of the scribes who dwelt at. 
Jabez were the Tirathites, the Shimeatnhites, | 


and the Suchathites. These were the Ken- 
ites who came from Hammath;, the father of 
the house of Rechab: | ee SO 


< Descendants of David => Fay 

Now these were the sons of David'who 

were born to him in Hebron: The first- 
born was Amnon, by Ahinoami the 
Jezreelitess; the second, Daniel, by Abigail 
the Carmelitess;t 2the third, Absalom the 
son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, 
king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah the 
son of Haggith; *the fifth, Shephatiah, by 
Abital; the sixth, Ithream; by his wife 
Eglah. “These six were born to him in 


Hebron. There he reigned seven years and 


six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty-three years. And these were born 
to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, 
Nathan, and Solomon, four by Bathshua 
the daughter of Ammiel. Also there were 
Ibhar, Elishama, Eliphelet, 7Nogah, Ne- 





ee. 


pheg, Japhia, *Elishama, Eliada, and Eliph- | 









elet, nine in all. "These were all the sonso 
David, besides the sons of the concubines 
and Tamar their sister. ; 


~. Descendants of Solomon =. 


lOThe sons of Solomon were Rehoboam, | 
Abijah was his son, Asa his son, Je 
hoshaphat his son,? !'Joram his søn, | 
Ahaziah his son, Joash his son, !*Amaziah 
his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his sop, 
l3Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Mg. 
nasseh his son, '*Amon his son, and Josiah 
his son. !5The sons of Josiah were Johanan 
the firstborn, the second Jehoiakim, the 
third Zedekiah, and the fourth Shallum, 
l6The sons of Jehoiakim were Jeconiah his 
son and Zedekiah his son. Ned; 
© æ Descendants of Jeconiah -~ 
(7The sons of Jeconiah were Assir, 
Shealtiel his son, !8and Malchiram, Peda- 
iah; Shenazzar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and | 
Nedabiah. 19The sons- of. Pedaiah were 
Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons of Zerub- 
babel’ were Meshullam, Hananiah, and 
- Shelomith their sister, #and Hashubah, Ohel, 
Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab-Hesed, 
five in all. The sons of Hananiah were 
Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of Repi- 
aiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, 
and the sons of Shechaniah. 22The son of 
-Shechaniah was Shemaiah. The sons o 
Shemaiah were Hattush, Igal, Bariah, 
Neariah, and Shaphat, six in all. The sons 
of Neariah were Elioenai, Hezekiah, and 
Azrikam, three in all. 24The sons of Elioené 
were Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub 
Johanan, Delaiah, and Anani, seven in all 
œ. Descendants of Judah -> 
The sons of Judah were Perez, Hezron 
' Carmi, Hur, and Shobal.t 2And Reaial 
the son of Shobal begot Jahath, and Jahath 
begot Ahumai and Lahad. These were thè 
families of the Zorathites. These were the | 
sons of the father of Etam: Jezreel, Ishm® 


3:1-9 Note that the sons of David born in Hebron (vv. 1-4) are listed separately from his sons born in 
Jerusalem (vv. 5-9). Since Abraham and Sarah lived and were buried there (Gn 25:10), Hebron can De 
seen as a type of the old covenant, Jerusalem a type of the new, heavenly city. Thus, just. as David's 10% 
reign in Jerusalem surpassed his shorter reign in, Hebron, and just as Solomon surpassed Absalom — 
(2Kg 18:15-18), so Christ's eternal reign, with His Church, the “city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem” (Heb 12:22), will surpass the old covenant under Abraham. at ote Sea 
3:10-24 The genealogy of the sons of Solomon, Note how the lineage is given in few words, compare? 
to the listing of the kings of Edom (1:43-54), where each king “died,” and another “reigned in his 
place.” In spite of personal faults, Christ's royal ancestors point directly to Him, 0 
4:1-23 The genealogy of Judah is the first given from the twelve tribes of Israel, as Jacob's promise Y 
on Judah's head (Gn 49:8-12). Christ, the Son of God, will be born from Judah'sline, o= 9 7 d 
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and Idbash; and the name of their sister 
was Hazelelponi; tand Penuel was tħe 
father of Gedor, and Ezer was the father of 
Hushah. These were the sons of Hur: the 
firstborn of Ephrathah ‘the father of 
Bethlehem. °And Ashhur the father of 
Tekoa had two wives, Helah and Naarah: 
6Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher; 


Temeni, and Haahashtari. These were the | 


sons of Naarah. ‘The sons of Helah were 
Zereth, Zohar, and Ethnan. ®8Koz begot 
Anub, Zobebah, and the ‘families of 
Aharhel the son of Harum. 9Now Jabez was 
more honorable than his brothers, and his 
mother called his name Jabez, saying, 
“Because I bore him in pain.”t !°And Jabez 
called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, 
that You would ‘bless me indeed, and 


enlarge my territory, that Your hand would | 


be with me, and make known that You will 


not humble me.” Then God imade it all hap- | 


pen as he requested. 

1Chelub the brother of Shuhah begot 
Mehir, who was the father of Eshton, And 
Eshton. begot- Beth-Rapha, Paseah, and 
Tehinnah the father. of Ir-Nahash: These 


were the men of Rechah. '*The sons of Ke- | 


naz were Othniel and Seraiah. The sons of 
Othniel were Hathath, and Meonothai 
who begot Ophrah. Seraiah begot Joab the 
father of Ge-Harashim, for they were 
craftsmen. The sons of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh were Iru, Elah, and Naam. The 
son of Elah was Kenaz, !®The sons of Je- 
halelel were Ziph,, Ziphah, Tiria, and 
Asarel. The sons of Ezrah were Jether, 
Mered, Epher, and Jalon. Mered’s wife bore 
Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of 


Eshtemoa. !8His wife Jehudijah bore Jered | 


the father of Gedor, Heber the father of So- 
choh, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. 
These were the sons of Bithiah the daugh- 
ter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took. !*The 
sons of Hodiah’s wife, the sister of Naham, 
were the fathers of Keilah the Garmite and 
of Eshtemoa the Maachathite. 2°The sons of 
Shimon were Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, 
and Tilon. The sons of Ishi were Zoheth 
and Ben-Zoheth, 2!The sons of Shelah the 
son of Judah were Er the father of Lecah, 


Laadah the father of Mareshah, and the’ 


families of the house of the linen workers 
Of the house of Ashbea; “also Jokim, and 
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the men of Chozeba and Joash and Saraph, 


who lived in Moab, and he turned them 
back. Now the records are ancient. These 
were the potters living at Netaim and Ge- 
derah with the king, who prevailed in his 
kingdom and lived there. 
©. Descendants of Simeon 7- - 

44The sons of Simeon were Nemuel, Jamin, 
Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul, 2°?Shallum his son, 
Mibsam his son, and Mishma his son. The 
sons of Mishma were Hamuel his son, Za- 
cchur-his son, and Shimei his son. 27Shimei 
had: sixteen sons. and three daughters; 
but his brothers did not-have many chil- 


dren, nor did any of their families multiply 


as muchas the children of Judah: 2*They 
dwelt at Beersheba, Moladah, Hazar Shual, 
49Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, *°Bethuel, Hormah, 
Ziklag, 3!Beth-Marcaboth, Hazar Susim, 
Beth-Biri, and at Shaaraim. These were 
their cities until the reign of David. 22And 
their: villages- were: Etam, Ain, Rimmon, 
Tochen, and Ashan, five cities, Sand all 
their villages were round about these cities 
as far as Baal. . Ji6yvebror 
This was their possession and their al- 
lotment: **Meshobab, Jamlech, and Joshah 
the son of Amaziah; *5Joel, and Jehu the 
son of Joshibiah; the-son of Seraiah, the 
son of- Asiel; 26Elioenai, Jaakobah, 
Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, and 
Benaiah; 37Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son 
of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son- of 
Shimri, the son of Shemaiah; “8these men- 
tioned by name were leaders in their fami- 
lies, and they increased abundantly in 
their fathers’ households. | 
39So they went to the entrance of Gedor, 
as far as the east side of the valley, to seek 
pasture for their flocks. “And they found 
rich, good pasture, and the land was broad, 


quiet, and peaceful. This is because some 


Hamites formerly lived there: 4!These 
recorded by name ‘came in the days of 
Hezekiah king of Judah; and they attacked 
their tents and the Meunites who were 
found there, and utterly destroyed them, as 
itis to this day. So they dwelt in their place, 
because there was pasture for their flocks 
there. Now some of them, five hundred 
men of the sons of Simeon, went to Mount 
Seir, having as their captains Pelatiah, 
Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of 


4:9, 10 The story of Jabez affirms the message hidden in the surrounding genealogies: God gives grace’ 
t humble and humbles the proud (1Pt 5:5) inorder to save man from pain (sin, suffering, and — 
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Amalekites, and dwell there to this day. 


~. Descendants of Reuben 7> 

5) Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn 

of Israel. He was indeed the firstborn, 
but his father gave his blessing to his son 
Joseph, the son of Israel, because Reuben 
climbed-onto his father’s bed, so that the 
genealogy is not listed according to the 
birthright;t 2for Judah was able to prevail 
over his brothers, and from him came a 
ruler, although the blessing was Joseph’s.t 
3The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel, 
were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 
4The sons of Joel were Shemaiah his son, 
Gog his son, Shimei his son, SMicah his 
son, Reaiah his son, Baal ‘his son, 6and 
Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-Pileser, king 
of Assyria, carried into captivity. He was 
leader of the Reubenites. 7And his brethren 
by their families, when the genealogy of 
their generations was registered: the chief, 


Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8and Bela the'son’ot | 


Azaz, the son’ of Shema, the son of Joel, 
who dwelt in Aroer, as far as Nebo and 
Baal-Meon. 2And because their flocks were 
many in the land of Gilead, they settled 
eastward, as far as the entrance of the 
wilderness on this side of the River 
Euphrates. "Now in the days of Saul they 
made war with the sojourners, and those 
who dwelt in tents throughout the entire 
area east of Gilead fell by their hand. 


w, Descendants of Gad = 


\I1The children of Gad dwelt next to them 
in the land of Bashan as far as Salcah: 
i2Joel was the chief, Shapham the next, 
then Jaanai and Shaphat in Bashan, !3and 
their brethren according to the house of 
their fathers; Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, 
Jorai, Jachan, Zia, and Eber, seven in all. 
l4These were the children of Abihail the 
son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of 
Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz; 
I5Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, 
was chief of their fathers’ house, '*And the 
Gadites dwelt in Gilead, in Bashan and in 





Mk 5:20). 


Ishi. 8And they killed the remnants of the | 


ram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, 29The 





5:1-24 Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh inhabi pre de of the 
jordan (later called Decapolls), These willike amangithe pias Gilead (vv. 9, 10) on the east side 0 






its villages, and in all the common lands of 
Sharon within their borders. "All these 
were registered by genealogies in the days 
of Jotham king of Judah and in the days of 
Jeroboam king of Israel. 

i8The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, ang 


half the tribe of Manasseh had forty-four 


thousand seven hundred sixty valiant men 
able to bear shield and sword, to shoot with 
the bow, and who were skillful in war, 
They made war with the Hagrites, Jetur, 
Naphish, and Nodab. And they prevailed 
against them, and the Hagrites and all their 
encampments were delivered into their 
hand: for they cried out to God in the bat- 
tle, and He heeded them, for they hoped in 
Him. 2!Then they took away fifty thousand 
of their camels, two hundred fifty thousand 
of their sheep, and two thousand of their 
donkeys, also one hundred thousand of 
their men; 22for many fell dead, because the 
war was of God. And they dwelt in their 
place until the captivity. 


“=. Descendants of Manasseh (East) = 

23And the half-tribe of Manasseh dwelt 
in the land from Bashan to Baal-Hermon, 
and Senir to Mount Hermon. 2*These were 
the heads of the houses of their fathers: 
Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hot 
aviah, and Jahdiel. They were mighty met 


of valor, of fame, who were heads of the | 


houses of their fathers. 


25But they were unfaithful to the God of 
their fathers and played the harlot after the | 


gods of the peoples of the land, whom 
had destroyed before them.t 26So the G 
of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king 0! 
Assyria, that is, Tiglath-Pileser king of AS 
syria. He carried the Reubenites, the Ga® 
ites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh int 
captivity. He took them to Halah, Habe! 
Hara, and the river of Gozan to this 4 


(N Descendants of Levi => 
The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohat 
and Merari. “*The sons of Kohath were 


dren of Amram were Aaron, Moses; 
Miriam. The sons of Aaron were Nadat 


people to receive the gospel. (Mt 4:25; 
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5:2 The phrase from him came a ruler confirms that the 3 Spey | 

(Gn 49:8-10) came to pass in King David, | promise made'to Judah by his father Jaco? 
5:25, 26 The faithful must be vigilant and continue to trust in God. It : ce an stand 
on our own through God's blessing in the past that the enemy is able caren a wacan 
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bihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Eleazar be- 
got Phinehas, and Phinehas begot Abishua; 
yAbishua begot Bukki, and Bukki begot 
Uzzi; **Uzzi begot Zerahiah, and Zerahiah 
pegot Meraioth; 3Meraioth begot Amariah, 
and Amariah begot Ahitub; 34Ahitub begot 
zadok, and Zadok begot Ahimaaz; 35 Ahim- 
aaz begot Azariah, and Azariah begot Jo- 
hanan; Johanan begot Azariah: it was he 
who ministered as priest in the temple that 
Solomon built in Jerusalem. 37Azariah be- 
got Amariah, and Amariah begot Ahitub; 
BAhitub begot Zadok, and Zadok begot 
Shallum; 3®Shallum begot Hilkiah, and 
Hilkiah begot Azariah; Azariah begot 
Seraiah, and Seraiah begot Jehozadak. 4!Je- 
hozadak went into captivity when the Lord 
carried Judah and Jerusalem into captivity 
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 





f The sons of-Levi were Gershon, 

Kohath, and Merari.t 2These are the 
names of the sons of Gerstion: Libni and 
Shimei. >The sons of Kohath were Amram; 


Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. “The sons of 


Merari were Mahli and Mushi. Now these 
are the families of the Levites according to 
their fathers: °of Gershon were Libni his 
son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son, *Joah 
his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, and 
Jeatherai his son. 7The sons of Kohath were 
Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir 
his son, Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph his son, 
Assir his son, Tahath his son, Uriel his son, 
Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. The 
sons of Elkanah were Amasai and Ahi- 
moth. '!As for Elkanah, the sons of Elka- 
nah were Zophai his son, Nahath his. son, 
“Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, and 
lkanah his son. The sons of Samuel 
were Joel the firstborn, and Abijah the sec- 
ond. "The sons of Merari were Mahli, Libni 
his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his son, 
himea his son, Haggiah his son, and 
Asaiah his son. | 


~~ Musicians in the Temple > | 
“These are the men whom David ap- 
Pointed over the service of the singers in 
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the house of the Lord after the ark came to 
rest.t '7And they ministered in front of the 
tabernacle of witness, playing on instru- 
ments, until Solomon built the house of the 
Lord in Jerusalem. And for their services, 
they stood according to their order. And 
these are the ones who ministered with 
their sons: of the sons of the Kohathites 
were Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the 
son of Samuel, the son of Elkanah, the 
son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of 
Toah, “°the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, 
the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 2'the 
son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of 
Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 24the son of 
Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, 
the son of Korah, 2*the son of Izhar, the son 
of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 
24And his brother Asaph, who stood at his 
right hand; Asaph was the son of Berachiah, 
the son of Shimea, “the son of Michael, the 
son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 2°the 
son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of 
Adaiah, the son of Ethan, the son of 
Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 28the son of Ja- 
hath, the son of Gershon; the son of Levi. 


-29Their brethren, the sons of Merari, on the 


left hand were Ethan the son of Kishi, the 
son of Abdi, the son of Malluch, “the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of 
Hilkiah, 2!the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, 
the son of Shamer, “*the son of Mahli, the 


son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of 


Levi. And their brethren according to the 
houses of their fathers, the Levites, were 


appointed to every kind of service of the 


tabernacle of the house of God. 


s Descendants of Aaron -= 

34But Aaron and his sons offered sacri- 
fices on the altar of whole burnt offering 
and on the altar of incense, for all the work 
of the most holy place and to make atone- 
ment for Israel, according to all that Moses 
the servant of God had commanded. “Now 
these are the sons of Aaron: Eleazar his 
son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 
36Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his 
son, 37Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, 


6:1-38 The priests who offer sacrifices are directly descended from Levi and Aaron through Eleazar. 


Aaron's other sons, Nadab and Abihu, died because of their sins (Lv 10:1-3; Ex 3:2); and Ithamar’s line 
Was cut off because of the sins of Eli's sons (1Kg 3:10-14). Just as Judah's line is fulfilled in Christ the 
NG, so the Levitical line is fulfilled in Christ, the “High Priest” (Heb 8:1). 


p 6-33 Those descended from Levi but not through Aaron are listed. The prophet Samuel (v. 13) and 
€ musicians (vy, 16, 17) are from this lineage (v. 13). This Old Testament picture continues in the 


ih today, The priests serve at the altar. But all the faithful together forma “royal priesthood” in- 


“IVC to the Church. 
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Ahitub his son, "Zadok his son, and 1d Ahim: from the hälf- tribe eof Manasseh: Mie with 
aaz his son. its common lands, and Bileam with its corp. 
mon lands, for the rest of the family of the 
sons of Kohath. 

56From the family of the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, the sons of Gershon were given 
Golan in Bashan with its common lands 
and Ashtaroth with its common. lands. 
57And from the tribe of Issachar, Kedesh 
| with its common lands, Daberath: with its 
common lands, Ramoth with its common 
‘lands, and Anem with its common lands, 
-59And from the tribe of Asher, Mashal with 
its common lands, Abdon with its common 
lands, ®Hukok with its common lands, and 
Rehob with its'common lands. ®!And from 





“s. The Levites’ Dwelling Places = 


39Now these are their dwelling places 
throughout their settlements in their terri- 
tory, for they were given by lot to the sons 
of Aaron, of the family of the Kohathites:* 
40They gave them Hebron in the land of Ju- 
dah, with its surrounding common lands. 
41But the fields of the city and its villages 
they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 
42nd to the sons of Aaron they gave one of 
the cities of refuge, Hebron, and. Libnah 
with its common lands, and Jattir, and 
Eshtemoa with its common lands, *Hilen 
with its common lands, Debir with its com- | the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in: Galilee 
mon lands, #Ashan with its common lands, | with its common lands, Hammon with its ` 
and Beth-Shemesh with its common lands: | common lands, and Kirjathaim with its 
And from the tribe of Benjamin: Geba | common lands. 
with its common lands, Alemeth with its | _62From the tribe of Zebulun, the rest of 
common lands, and Anaihoth with its com: | the children of Merari were given Rimmon 
mon lands. All their cities among their fam- | with its common lands and Tabor with its ` 
ilies were thirteen. To the rest of the fam- | common lands. §And on the other side of 
ily of the tribe of the Kohathites, they were | the Jordan, across from Jericho on the east 
given, by lot, ten cities from half the tribe of side of the Jordan, they were given from 
Manasseh. the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilder- 

#7And to the sons of Gershon, throughout ness with its common. lands. Jahzah with 
their families, they gave thirteen cities from | its. common- lands, eiedamannn with its 


the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of 

Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from nae janes . anda Men haath: pire a 
the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. **To the | Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its common 
sons of Merari, throughout their families, | lands, Mahanaim with its common-lands 
they gave twelve cities from the tribe of | 66}4eshbon with its. common lands, and 
Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and from | Jazer with its common lands. l 

the tribe of Zebulun. 1S0 the children of Is- | 


a ee -c 
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rael gave these cities with their common æ Descendants of Issachar = | 
lands to the Levites. And they gave by lot The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puah, _ 
from the tribe of the children of Judah, Jashub, and Shimron, four in all.t The 


from. the tribe of the children of Simeon, | sons of Tola were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jerie! 
and from the tribe of the children of Ben- | Jahmai, Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of the 
jamin these cities, which are called by their | houses of their fathers. Strong in powèt 
names. | | their number in the days of David W® 
5INow some of the families of the sons of | twenty-two thousand six hundred, accort 
Kohath were given cities as their territory | ing to their generations. ’The son of UZ 
from the tribe of Ephraim. 5And they gave | was Izrahiah, and the sons of Izrahiah we 
them one of the cities of refuge, Shechem | Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Ishiah. All five 
with its common lands in the mountains of | of them were chief men. 4And with them 
Ephraim, also Gezer with its common | by their generations, according to the 
lands, *’Jokmeam with its common lands, | houses of their fathers, were thirty- 
Beth-Horon with its, common lands, “Ai- | thousand troops ready for war; for thè 
jalon with its common lands, and Gath- | had many wives and sons. 5Now th 
Rimmon with its common lands. And brethren among all the families of Issa 
















6: 39-66 jas as the rest of the tribes must give part x their inheritance to the ERA sO > the faithful” 
today are called to give of themselves to the work of the Lord, | 
7:1-40 The genealogies of Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, and Asher include the numbers of 

men fit for battle, while the genealogy of Ephraim ends with Joshua (v. 27), the greatest warrior € of all- 
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genealogies, they were eighty-seven thou- 
sand in all. 


~. Descendants of Benjamin = 


6The sons of Benjamin were Bela, 
Becher, and Jediael, three in all. 7The, sons 
of Bela were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, 
and Iri, five in all. They were. heads. of 
houses of families—influential men—and 
their number was. twenty-two thousand 
thirty-four. "The sons of Becher were Zemi- 
rah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeri- 
moth, Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All 
these were the sons of Becher: 9As heads of 


the houses of their fathers—men of influ- | 
ence—they numbered twenty thousand two. 


hundred, according’ to- their generations. 
The son of Jediael was Bilhan. and the 
sons of Bilhan were Jeush, Benjamin, 
Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Tharshish, and 
Ahishahar. All these sons.oi Jediael were 
heads of the houses. of. their, fathers’ 
houses; there were seventeen thousand two 
hundred men, strong in strength, fit-to go 
out for war and battle. !?Shuppim and Hup- 
pim were the sons of.Ir. Hushim. was. the 
son of Aher. , 


æ Descendants of Naphtali -=> 
The sons of Naphtali were. Jahziel, 
Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the sons, of Bil- 
hah. : 


æ. Descendants of Manasseh (West) 7- 

“The descendants of Manasseh: his Syr- 
ian concubine bore him Machir the father 
of Gilead, the father of Asriel. Machir 
took as his wife the sister of Huppim and 


Shuppim, whose name was Maachah. The 


name of Gilead’s grandson was Zelophe- 
had, but Zelophehad begot only daughters. 
‘“Maachah the wife of Machir bore a son, 
and she called his name Peresh. The name 
of his brother was Sheresh, and his sons 
were Ulam and Rakem, "The son of Ulam 
Was Bedan. These were the descendants of 
Gilead the son of Machir, the son of Ma- 
Nasseh, !*His sister Hammoleketh bore Ish- 
hod, Abiezer, and Mahlah, !The sons of 


hemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and 


niam, | 4 








e Descendants of Ephraim 7> 

20The sons of Ephraim were Shuthelah, 
Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eladah his 
son, Tahath his son,t 2!Zabad his son, 
Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead. The 
men of Gath who were born in that land 
killed them because they came down to 
take away their cattle. 27Then Ephraim 
their father mourned many days, and his 
brethren came to comfort him. And when 
he went in to his wife, she conceived and 
bore a son; and he called his name Beriah, 
because tragedy had come upon his house. 
24And for those who remained, he also built 
Lower and Upper Beth-Horon. And the son 
of Uzzen was Sheerah; and Rephah was 
his son, as well as Resheph, and Telah his 
son, Tahan his son, 28Laadan his son, Am- 
-mihud his son, Elishama-his son, 27Nun his 
son, and Joshua his-son. 28Now their pos- 
sessions and dwelling places were Bethel 
and its towns: to the east Naaran, to the 
west. Gezer and its towns, and Shechem 
and its towns, as-faras Ayyah and -its 
towns; 2%and by the borders of the children 
of Manasseh were Beth-Shean and its 
towns, Taanach and its towns, Megiddo 
and its towns, Dor and its towns. In these 
dwelt the children of Joseph, the son of Is- 


| rael. 


s Descendants of Asher = 

30The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ishvah, 
Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. 3!The 
sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel, 
who was the father of Birzaith. °2And 
Heber begot Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and 
their sister Shua. The sons of Japhlet 
were Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath—these 
were the children of Japhlet. 34The sons of 
Shemer were Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah, and 
Aram. **And the sons of his brother Helem 
were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal. 
The sons of Zophah were Suah, 
Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, °7Bezer, 
Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Jithran, and 
Beera. **The sons of Jether were Jephun- 
neh, Pispah, and Ara. “The sons of Ulla 
were Arah, Haniel, and Rizia. All these 
were the children of Asher, heads of the 
households of their fathers’ houses, choice 
men, strong in strength and chief leaders. 


''They were recorded by generations among 





7:20-29 Ephraim receives new hope when his wife conceives after his other sons are tragically 
Mes ered, Ephraim, Joseph's second son, is seen as a type of the new covenant in Christ (see | 
toe Note that Joshua, the Old Testament’s powerful type of Christ, comes from Ephraim’s line. 
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the army fit for battle. Their number was 
twenty-six thousand. 


œ. Descendants of Benjamin, 
Continued 7> 

Now Benjamin begot Bela his firstborn, 

Ashbel the second, Aharah the third,* 
2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. *The 
sons of Bela were Addar, Gera, Abihud, 
4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, Gera, Shephu- 
phan, and Huram. ®These are the sons of 
Ehud, who were the heads of the houses of 
their fathers, of the inhabitants of Geba— 
they who forced them to move to Manahath: 
7Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera, who forced 
them to move. He begot Uzza and Ahihud. 
8Also Shaharaim had children in the coun- 
try of Moab, after he had sent away Hushim 
and Baara his wives. 9By Hodesh his wife he 
begot Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Maicam,.!°Jeuz, 
Sachiah, and Mirmah. These were ħis sons, 
heads of their fathers’ houses. And by 
Hushim he begot Abitub and Elpaai. +The 
sons of Elpaal were Eber, Misham, and 








Shemed, who built Ono and Lod with its | 


towns: Band Beriah and Shema, who were 
heads of their fathers’ houses of tne inhabi- 
tants of Aijalon, who drove out the inhabi- 
tants of Gath. Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth, 


Is5Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, '*Michael, Ispah, | 
and Joha were the sons of Beriah. Zeba- 
diah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber, '*Ishmerai, | 
Jizliah, and Jobab were the sons of Elpaal. 
i8Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 2°Elienai, Zillethai, 
Eliel, 21Adaiah, Beraiah, and Shimrath were 


the sons of Shimei. 22Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 


23Abdon, Zichri, Hanan, 24Hananiah, Elam, 
Antothijah, #°Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the 
sons of Shashak. 28Shamsherai, Shehariah, 
Athaliah, 27Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri 
were the sons of Jeroham. These were 
heads of the houses of their fathers by their | 
generations, chief men. These dwelt in 
Jerusalem. Now the father of Gibeon, 
whose wife’s name was Maacah, dwelt at 
Gibeon.: 2°And his firstborn son was Abdon; 
then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, *!Gedor, Ahio, 
Zecher, *2and Mikloth, who begot Shimeah. 
They also dwelt alongside their relatives in 


Jerusalem, with their brethren. 


cael 





| Ephraim and Manasseh: Uthai the son 0 








em Descendants of Saul 7 | 

33Ner begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, ang 
Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishig 
Abinadab, and Esh-Baal. *‘The son of : 
Jonathan was Merib-Baal, and Merib-Bag) | 
begot Micah. *®The sons of Micah were — 
Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz. %Anq 
Ahaz begot Jehoaddah; Jehoaddah begy 
Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri 
begot Moza. *7Moza begot Binea, Raphah 
his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son, 
38Azel had six sons whose names were 
these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, She. 
ariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were 
the sons of Azel. 39And the sons of Eshek © 
his brother were Ulam his firstborn, Jeush — 
the second, and Eliphelet the third. “The 
sons of Ulam were mighty men of valor, 
archers. They had many sons and grand- 
sons, one hundred fifty in all. These were 
all sons of Benjamin. ) , 


æ The Return from Captivi 
to Jerusalem = 
And the census was of all Israel, those 
who had been inscribed in the Book of 
the Kings of Israel and Judah, along with 
those banished to Babylon in their lawless- 
ness;t 2and those who dwelled formerly 
with their possessions in the cities of Israel, 
and the priests, the Levites, and those t0 
whom permission had been given. 
3Then some of the children of Judab 
dwelt in Jerusalem, along with some of the - 
children of Benjamin, and the children 0 





nn 


—— — 


Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son of Imn, 
the son of Bani, of the descendants 0 
Perez, the son of Judah. 5Of the Shilonites: 
Asaiah the firstborn and his sons. ĉOf the 
sons of Zerah: Jeuel, and their brethren, S¥ | 
hundred ninety. 7Of the sons of Benjamin 
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son ot 
Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah; ®[bnel¢” 
the son of Jeroham; Elah the son of Uz% 


| the son of Michri; Meshullam the son of | 


Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of ® 
nijah; Yand their brethren, according @ 
their generations, nine hundred fifty" 
All these men were heads of the famuli 
according to the houses of their fathers. 


8:1-40 A more detailed genealogy of Benjamin is given, probably because Saul comes from this line 


(v. 33). 


9:1, 2 The phrase those to whom permission had been given almost certainly deals with those Whe 
returned after the exile (Neh 11), Thus, the genealogies of Israel from Adam until Ezra’s time are 7" 
pleted, and the stage is set to start anew with an overview of the history of Judah, beginning wit ; 


death of Saul. 


— a Tn 




















= The Priests in Jerusalem n 
Of the priests, there were Jedaiah, Je- 





hoiarib, and Jachin; Azariah the son of. 


Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahi- 
tub, the officer over the house of God: 
2Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of 
Pashur, the son of Malchijah; Maasai the 
son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of 
Meshullam, the son of Meshillemith, the 
son of Immer; and their brethren, heads 
of the houses of their fathers, one thousand 


seven hundred sixty. They were very able |! 
in and took them out by count. 2?9Some of 


men for the work of the service of the 
house of God. | 


æ The Levites in Jerusalem ~ 


l44QOf the Levites: Shemaiah the son of 
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 


Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 5Bak- | 
bakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah the | 


son of Micah, the son of Zichri, the son of 


Asaph; !*Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the | 


son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; and 
Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elka- 
nah, who lived in the villages of the Ne- 
tophathites. 


= Gatekeepers of the Levites <=> 

17The gatekeepers were Shallum, Akkub, 
Talmon, Ahiman, and their brethren. Shal- 
lum was the chief.t Until then they had 
been gatekeepers for the camps of the chil- 
dren of Levi at the King’s Gate on the east. 
\8Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebia- 
saph, the son of Korah, and his brethren 
from his father’s house, the Korahites, were 


in charge of the work of the service, gate- 


keepers of the tabernacle. Their fathers 
had been keepers of the entrance to the 
camp of the Lord. 29And Phinehas the son 
of Eleazar had been the officer over them 
in time past, and these were with him. 
“Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was 
keeper of the door of the tabernacle of the 
testimony, 22All those chosen as gatekeep- 


ers were two hundred twelve, and in their- 


Villages they were recorded by their ge- 
nealogy. David and Samuel, the seer, ap- 
DOinted them for their faithfulness. 

So they and their sons were to guard 
the gates of the house of the Lord, the 
louse of the tabernacle. 24*The gatekeepers 


fast, west, north, and south, “And mej 


3:17-27 Just as the gatekeepers stood g 
called to guard the truth of our faith an 
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brethren in their villages had to come with 
them from time to time for seven days. 
6For in this trusted office were four chief 
gatekeepers; they were Levites. They had 
charge over the chambers and treasuries of 


the house of God. 27And they remained 


round about the house of God, for they had 
charge over the keys to unlock the doors of 
the temple every morning. 


æ Other Work of the Levites => 


28Now some of them were in charge of 
the serving vessels, for they brought them 


them were appointed over the furnishings 
and over all the implements of the sanctu- 
ary, and over the fine flour and the wine 
and the oil and the incense and the spices. 
30And some of the sons of the priests made 
the ointment of the spices. 3!Mattithiah of 
the Levites, the firstborn of Shallum the 
Korahite, was entrusted over the items of 
the sacrificial offering from the chief 
priest's frying pan. 22And Banaias the Ko- 
hathite out of their brethren was in charge 
of preparing the showbread for every Sab- 
bath. These are the singers, heads of the 
houses of the fathers of the Levites, who 


| were assigned daily, freed from other du- 


ties, for they were employed in that work 
day and night. °**These heads of the houses 
of the fathers of the Levites were heads 
throughout their generations. They dwelt in 
Jerusalem. 


< Family Line of King Saul -> 
35Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s 
name was Maacah, dwelt at Gibeon. °6His 
firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, 
Baal, Ner, Nadab, 3’Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, 


-and Mikloth. 38And Mikloth begot Shim- 


eam. They also dwelt alongside their rela- 
tives in Jerusalem, with their brethren. 
39Ner begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and 
Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abin- 
adab, and Esh-Baal. The son of Jona- 
than was Merib-Baal, and Merib-Baal 
begot Micah. #!The sons of Micah were 
Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz. “And 
Ahaz begot Jarah; Jarah begot Alemeth, 
Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begot 
Moza; Moza begot Binea, Rephaiah his 
son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son. 


Were assigned to the four directions; the | “And Azel had six sons, whose names 


were Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, 





uard at the doors of the tabernacle, so we in the Church are 
d to keep watch over the living temples of our souls. 











of Azel. | 
œ. The Death of Saul and His Sons ~> 


Now the Philistines fought against 

Israel; and the men of Israel fled 
from the Philistines and fell slain on Mount 
Gilboa.t 2Then the Philistines followed 
hard after Saul and his sons, And the 
Philistines killed the sons of Saul— 
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua. °The 
battle became fierce against Saul, and he 
was wounded by the archers who struck 
him. “Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, 
“Draw your sword and pierce me through 
with it, lest these uncircumcised men come 
and dishonor me.” But his armor-bearer 
would not, for he was greatly afraid. 


the king at Hebron, and David made a 


Therefore Saul took a sword and fellon it. | 


5And when his armor-bearer saw Saul: was 
dead; he also fell on his sword and died. °So 
Saul and his three sons died, and all his 
house died together. 7And when all the men 
of Israel who-were in the valley saw: that 
they had fled, that Saul-and his sons were 
dead, and that they left their cities fleeing, 
then the Philistines came and dwelt in 
them. 

8So it happened the next day; when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, they 
found Saul and his sons dead on: Mount 
Gilboa. They stripped him and took his 
head and his armor, and sent word 
throughout the land of the Philistines to 
proclaim the news in the temple of their 
idols and among the people. Then they 
put his armor in the temple of their gods 
and fastened his head to the temple of 
Dagon. !!And when all of Jabesh Gilead 
heard what the Philistines did to Saul, !all 
the valiant men arose from Gilead and took 
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons 
back with them to Jabesh. They buried 
their bones under the oak tree at Jabesh 
and fasted seven days. | | 

138g Saul died for his lawlessness which 





10:1-13 The genealogy ends, and the history of Israel continues with a brief description of 


| mighty men whom David had: Jashobea” | 






keep it, and because Saul sought counsel ¢ | 
a wizard and Samuel the prophet answereg 
him; so He slew him and turned the king. 
dom over to David the son of Jesse. | 


-æ David Is King of All Israel = 


] Then all Israel came to David at 

Hebron, saying, “Indeed, we are 
your bone and your flesh.t ?Also, in time 
past, even when Saul was king, it was yoy 
who led Israel in and out. And the Lord 
your God said to you, ‘You shall feed My 
people Israel, and be a ruler over Israel’” 
3Therefore all the elders of Israel came to 


covenant with them at Hebron before the 
Lord. And they anointed David king over 
Israel, according to the word of the Lord by 
Samuel -~ E 
4And the king and all Israel went to 
Jerusalem—this is Jebu—and there the Jeb- 
usites were inhabiting the land.t 5And the 
people inhabiting Jebu said to David, “You 
shall not enter here!” But he seized the 
stronghold of Mount Zion, which is the | 
City of David. 5And David said, “Whoever 
first strikes the Jebusites shall be chief and 
captain.” And Joab, the son of Zeruiah, 
went up first and became chief. “Then 
David dwelt in the stronghold; thereafter 
he called it the City of David. 8And he 
waged war and took the city; around it he 
fortified the city. 9So David grew eve 
stronger, and the Lord Almighty was with 
him.t Beea 
~. David’s Mighty Men =- 
Now these were the heads of tht 
mighty men whom David had with hit | 
who strengthened themselves in his king 
dom, with all Israel, to make him king, & 
cording to the word of the Lord regara 
Israel. UAnd this is the number of 


saul's defe?! 


and death at the hands of the Philistines. The Philistines think they have won the victory against Isra® 


by displaying Saul’s head in their idolatrous temple. Similarly, when Christ descends into hell, the 


will think he has won when in fact he has lost. 


devil | 


11:1-9 Recognizing David as the true deliverer and king, the people witness him anointed king. This 


event is described as being according to the word of the Lord, showing that they are at last 


the better way. | 


choosing — 


11:4-9 These events foreshadow the establishment of the Church of Christ, which is “Mount Zion.» 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb 12:22), 3 el 
11:9, 10 David grew ever stronger because he was not alone: the Lord Almighty and his mighty men 


were with him. f 








the son of a Hachmonite, chief of the cap- 
tains; he lifted up his spear against three 
hundred and killed them at one time. !2Af- 
ter him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the 
Ahohite, who was one of the three mighty 
men. He was with David at Pasdammim, 
and the Philistines gathered there for bat- 


tle, near a field full of barley. And the peo- | 
| over his family. 


ple fled from the sight of the Philistines. 
l4And he stood in the midst of the field and 
preserved it, and killed the Philistines. The 
Lord brought about a great deliverance. 
15Now three of the thirty chief men went 
down to the rock towards David, to the 
cave of Adullam. The encampment of the 
Philistines was set up in the valley of 
Rephaim.t !6David was then in the strong- 
hold, and the garrison of the Philistines 
was then in Bethlehem. And David. said 
with longing, “Oh, that someone would give 
me a drink of water from the well of Beth- 
lehem, which is by the gate!” 1850 the three 
broke through the camp of the Philistines, 
drew water from the well of Bethlehem by 
the gate, and took it and brought some to 
David. Nevertheless, David did not drink it, 


but poured it out to the Lord. !%And he said, | 


“God be merciful to me. Should I do, what 
was spoken? Shall I drink the blood of 
these men with their lives? For they 
brought it with their lives in peril.” There- 
fore he was not willing to drink it. The 
three mighty men did these things. 
20Abishai the brother of Joab was chief 
of another three. He had lifted up his spear 
against three hundred men, killed them, 
and won a name among these three.' *!Of 
the three he was more favored than the 
other two men, and was chief over them, 
But of the three of them, he did not go. **Be- 
naiah was the son of Jehoiada, the son of a 
valiant man from Kabzeel, who had done 
many deeds, He had killed two ruffians of 
Moab. He also had gone down and killed a 
lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy, day, 
“And he killed an Egyptian, a man of great 
height, five cubits tall. In the hand of the 
Egyptian there was a spear like a weaver s 





11:15-19 In this account, David represents all man 
Philistines, hold the world captive, David's longing 
Ways, water symbolizes baptism from d 
whom Christ sends (In 7:37-39). 

11:20—12:29 David's mighty warriors are earthly 
against the powers of darkness (Dan 4:35). 

12:1 David's soldiers, helpers in th 





kind. The powers of darkness, represented by the 
ying is like the thirsty soul that cries out for God. As al- 
eath into life through the “living water,” that is, the Holy Spirit 
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beam, and he went down to him with a 
staff, snatched the spear out of the Egyp- 
tian’s hand, and killed him with his own 
spear. 24These things Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada did, and won a name among three 
mighty men. Indeed, he was honored 
more than this thirty, but he did not attain 
to the first three: And David appointed him 


26And the mighty warriors were Asahel 
the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of 
Dodo of Bethlehem, ?’Shammoth the 


-Harorite, Helez the Pelonite, 28Ira the son of 


[Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathoth- 
ite, 29Sibbechai the Hushathite, [lai the 
Ahohite, *°Maharai the Netophathite, 
Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite, 


| 31[thai the son of Ribai of Gibeah, of the 
sons of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 


32Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the 
Arbathite, 33Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eli- 
ahba the Shaalbonite, *4the sons of Hashem 
the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shageh 
the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sacar the 
Hararite; Eliphal the son of Ur, °*Hepher 
the Mecherathite; Ahijah the’ Pelonite, 
37Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of 
Ezbai, 33Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar 
the son of Hagri, 3Zelek the Ammonite, 
Naharai the Berothite (the armor-bearer of 
Joab the son of Zeruiah), *°Ira the Ithrite, 
Gareb the Ithrite, 4!Uriah the Hittite, Zabad 
the son of Ahlai, 42Adina the son of Shiza 
the: Reubenite (a chief of the Reubenites) 
and thirty with him, “Hanan the son of 
Maachah, Joshaphat the Mithnite, “Uzzia 
the Ashterathite, Shama and Jeiel the sons 
of Hotham the Aroerite, Jediael the son of 
Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite, 
46 liel the Mahavite, Jeribai and Joshaviah 
the sons of Elnaam, Ithmah the. Moabite, 
47F liel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite. 


=», David’s Army Expands => 


Now these were the men who came 
to David at Ziklag while he was still 


| a fugitive from Saul the son of Kish, They 
| were among the mighty men, helpers in the 


war,t 2being armed with bows for shooting 





types of the angelic hosts, who lead the battle 


e war, symbolize the Church in battle, a force against which the gates 


Of hell “shall not prevail” (Mt 16:18; see also Eph 6:10-1 8). 
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arrows and using either the right hand or 
the left for slinging stones. They were of 
Benjamin, Saul’s brethren. The chief was 





Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah | 
the Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the sons of | 


Azmaveth; Berachah and Jehu the 
Anathothite: 4Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a 
mighty man among the thirty, and over the 


thirty; 5Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and | 


Jozabad the Gederathite; °Eluzai, Jerimoth, 
Bealiah, Shemariah, and Shephatiah the 
Haruphite; 7Elkanah, Jisshiah, Azarel, 
Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites; *and 
Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham 
of Gedor. 

9Some Gadites joined David in the 
wilderness, strong, mighty men of war, men 
trained for battle, who could handle shield 
and spear, whose faces were like the faces 
of lions and who were. as swift as gazelles 
on the mountains: !°Ezer the first, Obadiah 
the second, Eliab the thirc, Y“Mishmannah 
the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, ‘*Atiai the 
sixth, Eliel the seventh; Johanan the eighth, 
Elzabad the ninth; "Jeremiah the tenth, 
and Machbanai the eleventh. !olhese were 
from the sons of Gad, captains of the army; 
the least was over a hundred, and the great- 
est was over a thousand. These are the 


ones who crossed the Jordan in the first | 


month, when it had overflowed all its 
banks: and they put to flight all those in the 
valleys, to the east and to the west. 

17Then some of the sons of Benjamin and 
Judah came to aid David at the stronghold. 


I8David went out and met them, and ad- | 
dressed them by saying, “If you have come | 


peaceably to me to help me, my heart will 
be united with you; but if to betray me to 
my enemies, since there is no guile in my 
hands, may the God of our fathers observe 
and bring judgment.” 

i9And the Spirit came upon Amasai, a 
captain of the thirty, and he said; 


“Go, you and your people, 

David, son of Jesse, | 

Peace, peace be to you, | 

And peace to your helpers, 

For your God has helped you.” “a 


And David received them and, made 
them captains of the forces. 

20And some from Manasseh defected to 
David when he was going with the 
Philistines to battle against Saul; but they 
did not help them, for the lords of the 





from the other side of the Jordan, one h le 





4 






Philistines sent him away by agreemeny 
saying, “He may defect to his master Say 





and endanger our heads.” 27'When he w 
to Ziklag, those of Manasseh who defe 

to him were Adnah, Jozabad, Jediag 
Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, cap. 
tains of the thousands who were from Mz. 
nasseh, 22And they helped David against the 
bands of raiders, for they were all mighty 
men of valor, and they were Captains in the 


army, 25For at that time they came to Dayid 


day by day to help him, until it was a greg 
army, like the army of God. 


<a. The Soldiers at Hebron 7>- 
24Now these were the numbers of the di 


visions that were equipped for war and that 
came to David at Hebron to turn the king: 


dom of Saul over to him, according to the 
word of the Lord: 25of the sons of = 


bearing shield and spear, six thousand 
eight hundred armed for war; *°of the sons | 
of Simeon, mighty men of valor fit for war, 
seven thousand one hundred; 2’of the sons 
of Levi, four thousand six hundred; “Je 
hoiada, the leader of the Aaronites, and 
with him three thousand seven hundred 
297adok, a young man, a valiant wartidf 
and from his father’s house, twenty-two 
captains; 3°0f the sons of Benjamin, rela: 
tives of Saul, three thousand—until then 
the greatest part of them had remained 
loyal to the house of Saul; 3lof the sons 
Ephraim, twenty thousand eight hundred 
mighty men of valor, noted men throughout 
the house of their fathers; °2of the half-tribe 
of Manasseh, eighteen thousand who welt 
designated by name to come and makè 
David king; of the sons of Issachar wh? 
had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do, their chiefs we 
two hundred, and all their brethren were 
their command; “of Zebulun, there Wf 
fifty thousand who went out to battle, & 
pert in war with all weapons of war, stoni 
hearted men who could keep oan vl 
bat 


— 








w 


Naphtali, one thousand captains, and. 
them thirty-seven thousand with shield ati 
spear; 3ĉof the Danites who could keep 94" 
tle formation, twenty-eight thousand § 

hundred; 3’of Asher, those who could 8 
out to war, able to keep battle forma! oft 
forty thousand; of the Reubenites andi 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Manass 


dred twenty thousand armed for 
with every kind of weapon of war. 









~ 99All these men of war who could keep 
ranks came to Hebron with a loyal heart, to 
make David king over all Israel; and all the 





rest of Israel were of one mind to make 


David king.t #°All these men of war who 
could keep ranks in a peaceful spirit came 
to Hebron to make David king over all Is- 
rael; and they were there with David three 
days, eating and drinking, for their 
brethren had prepared for them. 4!More- 
over those who were near to them, from as 
far away as Issachar and Zebulun and 
Naphtali, were bringing food on donkeys 
and camels, on mules and oxen; provisions 
of flour, cakes of figs, cakes of raisins, 
wine, oil, and oxen and sheep abundantly, 
for there was joy in Israel.t | 


= The Ark Is Moved from 
Kirjath-Jearim = 


] Then David consulted with the cap- | 


J tains of thousands. and hundreds, 
with every leader.t 2And David said to all 
the assembly of Israei, “!f it is of the Lord 
our God and it seems good:to you, let us 
send to our brethren remaining in all: of 
Israel, and to the priests, the Levites who 
are with them in the cities of their posses- 


sion, so they may gather together with us. | 


*And let us bring the ark of our God back 
to us, for we have not sought it since the 
days of Saul.” ¢Then all the assembly said 
they would do so, for this thing was right in 
the eyes of all the people. 

°So David summoned an assembly of all 
Israel, from the boundaries of Egypt to as 
far as the entrance of Hamath, to carry in 
the ark of God from the city of Kirjath- 


Jearim. ‘David brought it up, and all Israel 


went up to the city of David, which be- 
longed to Judah, to bring up the ark of God 
the Lord, who rests between the cherubim, 
whose name is proclaimed by it. 7So they 
Carried the ark of God on a new cart from 


send 


e ee i 


the house of Aminadab; Uzza and his 
brothers drove the cart. *Then David and 
all Israel played music before God with all 
their strength, with singing, on harps, on 
stringed instruments, on tambourines, on 
cymbals, and with trumpets. 

%And when they came to the threshing 
floor of Chidon, Uzza put out his hand to 
hold the ark, because the oxen stumbled. 
l0Then the anger of the Lord was aroused 
against Uzza, and He struck him because 
he put his hand upon the ark. He died there 
before God. !!And David became disheart- 
ened regarding the Lord’s action against 
Uzza, and called that place Perez-Uzza un- 
til this day. | 3 

l2David was afraid of God that day, say- 


| ing, “How shall I bring the ark of God home 


by myself?” !3So David would not move the 
ark by himself into the City of David, but 
had it taken aside into the house of Obed- 
Edom the Gittite. “The ark of God re- 
mained with the family of Obed-Edom,-in 
his house, three months. And the Lord 
blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all he 


had. 
] 4 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent to 
A 2 David messengers, cedar trees, 
masons, and carpenters to build him a 
house.t 2S0 David knew the Lord had 
established him as king over Israel, for his 
kingdom was highly exalted for the sake of 
His people Israel. 

3Then David took more wives in 
Jerusalem, and David begot more sons and 
daughters. 4And these are the names of his 
children whom he had in Jerusalem: Sham- 
mua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, ‘4Ibhar, 
Elishua, Elpelet, "Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia, 


«a. David Prospers as King =- 


7Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet. 


12:39 Israel had a loyal heart to make David king. The same is true among the faithful in the Church, 
as the apostle Paul writes, “having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (Php 2:2). 
12:41 Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali refer to the areas where the light of Christ is revealed to those 


who walked in darkness” (Is 9:1, 2). 


13:1-8 In the Orthodox Church, the ark of God is seen as a type of the Virgin Mary, also called the 
Theotokos, the God-bearer, because she gave birth to the Son of God. Just as David and the people ` 


'Onor the ark with singing, 


so Christ and His Church honor the Mother of God with hymns of love and 


€votion: “More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim, 
Without defilement you gave birth to God the Word. True Theotokos, we magnify you!" On the Feast 
ay of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple, the faithful sing, “As you are a living temple of 


od, let no impure hand touch you, O Theotokos!" | | . 
is the first foreign ruler to support David rather than fight him. He may be 


4:1, 2 Hiram king of Tyre 


šeen as Prefiguring the Gentile believers who will help build... a house. (See note at 3Kg 5:29.) 
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a David Defeats the Philistines 7- 


SNow when the Philistines heard David 
was anointed king over all Israel, all the 
Philistines went up to seek David. When 
David heard of it, he went out to meet them. 
But the Philistines came and raided the 
Valley of the Giants. And David inquired 
of God, saying, “Shall | go up against the 
Philistines? Will You deliver them into my 
hand?” The Lord said to him, “Go up, for I 
will deliver them into your hand.” 

So he went up to Baal-Perazim, where 
David defeated them. Then David said, 
“God broke through the lines of my enemy 
like a breach of water.” He thus called the 
name of that place Breach of Perazim.t | 
12And there the Philistines left behind their 
idols, and David commanded them to burn 
them up by fire. 


Levites: *of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the 
chief, and one hundred twenty of hj, 
brethren; Sof the sons of Merari, Asaiah the 
chief, and two hundred fifty of his brethren; 
Tof the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, ang 
one hundred thirty of his brethren; %of the 
sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, ang 
| two hundred of his brethren; %of the sons of 
Hebron, Eliel the chief, and eighty of his 
brethren; of the sons of Uzziel, Ammin- 
adab the chief, and one hundred twelve of - 
his- brethren. | 
llAnd David called for Zadok and Abi. — 
athar the priests; and-for the Levites: for 
Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Am. | 
minadab. !2He said to them, “You, the heads — 
of the families of the Levites, sanctify your. 
selves, you and your brethren, so you may 
| bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel to | 
3And again the Philistines made a raid | the place I prepared for it. Because you 
on the Valley of the Giants.t And again | Were not prepared the first time, because we 
David inquired of God, and God said to | did not strive for judgment, God divided us 
him, “You shall. not go up affer-them. In- | Within ourselves.” \*So the priests and the | 
stead, circle around them and come upon | Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the 
them near the pear trees. 5And it shall be, | ark of the Lord God’ of Israel. As Moses 
when you hear. the tops of the pear trees had commanded, in accordance with the 














rustling in the wind, then you shall enter | Written word of the Lord,‘ the sons of the 
into battle, for God has gone out before you | Levites took the ark of God») upon their 
to defeat the army of the Philistines.” 165o | Shoulders with bearing-poles. 
David did as God. commanded him, and | ‘Then David said ‘to the chief»of the 
they drove back the army. of the Philistines | Levites, “Establish your brethren to be the 
from -Gibeon as far as Gezer. !’Then. the | Singers with musical instruments—stringed 
fame of David went out into all lands, and | instruments, harps, and cymbals—to sing | 
the Lord brought the terror.of him upon all | invitingly in a voice of joyfulness unto- 
nations. | His heaven.” !7So the) Levites appointed 
ip . OO Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren. — 
œ Preparing to Transport the Ark > | | Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of their 
] David built houses for himself in the | brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the so 
City of David, and prepared a place | of Kushaiah; !8and with them their brethren 
for the ark of God, and pitched a tent for itt | of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaazie! 
“Then David said, “No one may carry the | Shemiramoth, Jehiel; Unni, Eliab, Benaiah: 
ark of God but the Levites, for the Lord has | Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneia! 
chosen them to carry the ark of God and to | Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the gatekeepers 
minister before Him forever.” *And David | !°the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethal 
gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem to | were to sound the cymbals of bronZ® 
bring up the ark of the Lord to its place | Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel. 
which he prepared for it. “Then David as- | Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, wit! : 
sembled the children of Aaron and the’! strings according to Alamoth: 21Mattithial — 










14:11 Here is a foreshadowing of baptism, David is remembering the cave of Adullam, where “the 
three broke through the camp of the Philistines” and brought him a drink of water (11;15-19). | 
14:13-17 The encircling of the pear trees is a powerful image, revealing to believers that angelic hosts 
are real, tangible forces who win the battle even before the earthly conflict has begun, rit 

15:1, 2 The ark is carried to the City of David in the manner prescribed by Moses: on the shoulders 0 
the Levites (Nm 4:11-15), who symbolize holiness. Because of her holy obedience, the Virgin Mary will 


i | 


become the living fulfillment of the ark. She will be the temple of Christ, who will be conceived in her 
The Levitical priests prefigure the Christian clergy, who are ordained to minister, or serve, at the altaf 
while the faithful worship the Holy Trinity, | | ja mae~ atartean e 
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Azaziah, to direct with harps on the Shemi- 


nith; ?Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was | 


in charge of the music because he was skill- 
ful; **Berechiah and Elkanah were door- 
keepers for the ark; *4Shebaniah, Josh- 
aphat, Nethanel,: Amasai, Zechariah, 
Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, were to 
blow the trumpets before the ark of God: 
and Obed-Edom and Jehiah were door- 
keepers for the ark, 


~~ The Ark Is Moved to Jerusalem sr 
22With joy David and the elders of Israel 
and the captains over thousands went to 


bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 


from the house of Obed-Edom.t 26And so it 
was, when God helped the Levites who 
bore the ‘ark of the covenant of the Lord. 
they offered seven bulls and seven rams +t 
David was clothed with a robe of fine 
linen, as were all the Levites who bere the 
ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the music 
master with the singers. David also wore a 
linen ephod.t 28Thus all of Israel brought up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. with 
shouting and the sound of the horn, with 
trumpets and cymbals,,making, music with 
stringed instruments, and harps, 22And_ it 
happened, as the ark of the covenant.of the 
Lord came: to the City of David, that 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked out 


through a window and saw. King David | 
dancing and playing music; and she de- | 
$3 O-seed of Israel His servant, 


Spised him in her heart. 


] So they brought in the ark of God 

and set it in the midst of the tent 
David had pitched for it. They offered up 
whole burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before God.t 2And David finished offering 
the whole burnt offerings and peace offer- 
Ings, and blessed the people in the name of 





| Set free when joy, Christ Himself, enters the world. 






Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and | 





15:25 Obed-Edom (lit. “red”) is symbolic of humanity enslaved to the flesh under the old covenant, but 


" — —— T CHRONICLES 16:15 
the Lord.3’And he divided one loaf of baked 
bread to every man and woman of Israel. 
‘And he appointed Levites to minister 
before the presence of the ark of the Lord, 








to exclaim and give thanks and to praise 


the Lord God of Israel: 5Asaph the chief, 
and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, 
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Be- 
naiah, and Obed-Edom; Jeiel with stringed 
instruments and harps, but Asaph made 
music with cymbals; *Benaiah and Jahaziel 
the priests, continually before the ark of 
the covenant of God with trumpets. 


-™ David’s Song of Praise > 


Then David by the hand of Asaph and 
his brethren gave orders to praise the Lord: 


8 Give praise to'the Lord Himself! Call 
upon His name; 
Make known His deeds among the 
peoples. 
Y Sing songs to Him, sing praises to Him: 
Tell.of all His wondrous works which 
the Lord has done. 
10 Praise His holy name: 
The heart that seeks:to do His 
pleasure shall rejoice. ~ 
IL Seek the Lord and be strong; 
On account of all things, seek His face. 
12 Remember His remarkable works. 
which He has done, 
His wonders and the judgments of His 
mouth, | 


You children of Jacob, His chosen ones. 


t4 He is the Lord our Lord: 
His judgments are over all the earth. 
t9 Let us remember His covenant unto 
the ages, | l 
The word He commands for a 
thousand generations— 


15:26 The number seven in the Scriptures usually emphasizes the completion of the old and the begin- 


ning of the new. 


15:27-29 Like David dancing before the ark, which contains the covenant, the unborn John the Baptist 

_ Will leap for joy in the presence of Mary, whose womb will contain Christ Himself (Lk 1:41). Compare 
Michal, who despised David for his celebration before the Lord, to Herodias and her daughter, who 

danced before Herod despising the truth, and had John beheaded (Mt 14:3-12). 

16:1-42 The worship described in this chapter bears many striking parallels to the Divine Liturgy; as 

St. Paul writes, “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

Melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things” (Eph 5:19, 20). Christ's eternal 

Sacrifice fulfills the burnt offerings; and David's blessing, along with the bread, prefigures the Eucharist. 


_ Worship with clean hearts. 


€ musical instruments are fulfilled in the Church in the voices of the faithful, enabled in Christ to 
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20 


21 


22 


29 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


J] 


The covenant He made with Abraham 

And His oath to Isaac: 

He confirmed it to Jacob for an 

ordinance, 

To Israel for an eternal covenant, 

Saying, “To you I will give the land of 
Canaan | 

As the allotment of your inheritance.” 


When they were few in number, 

When they were small in stature and 
dwelt as sojourners in it, 

And when they went from nation to 
nation 

And from one kingdom to another 
people, 3 

He allowed no man to rule over them, 

And He reproved kings for their sakes, 

Saying, “Do not touch My anointed 
ones, 7 

And bring no harm to My prophets.” 


Sing to the Lord, all the earth: 

Proclaim His salvation from day to day. 

For the Lord is great and greatly to be 
praised; 

He is to be feared above al! gods. 

For all the gods of the Gentiles are 
idols, 

But our God made the heavens. 

Glory and praise are before Him: 

Strength and rejoicing are in His place. 

Give to the Lord, O families of the 
peoples, 

Give to the Lord glory and strength. 


Give to the Lord the glory due His 
name; 

Take gifts and offer them before His 
presence, 

Oh, worship the Lord in His holy courts! 

Let all the earth fear because of His 
presence; 

Let the earth be set upright 

And not be moved. 


Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad: 

And let them say among the nations, 
“The Lord reigns.” i 

Let the sea roar and all its fullness, 

And the trees of the forest and all that 
is in them. 








32 For the trees of the forest shall rejoice 
before the Lord, 
For He is coming to judge the earth, 


33 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He jg 
good, 
For His mercy endures forever. 


34 And say, “Save us, O God of our | 


salvation; | 
And deliver us from the Gentiles | 
To praise Your holy name, 
And boast in Your praises.” 
35 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
From ages unto the ages. | 


All the people said, “Amen” 
praised the Lord. 


æ The Worship of God Continues s 

36And they left Asaph and his brothers 
there, before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, to minister continually from day to 
day according to the service of each day. | 
374nd Obed-Edom and his brothers were 
sixty-eight; Obed-Edom the son ‘of Je 
duthun, and Hosah were gatekeepers, 


And they 


Zadok the priest and the brethren of the 


priests stood before the tabernacle of the 
Lord in the high place in Gibeon, 3%to offer 
whole burnt offerings to the Lord on the al- 
tar of whole burnt offering every morning 
and evening; and to do according to al 
things written in the Law of the Lord thal 
He commanded the sons of Israel by the | 
hand of Moses the servant of God. “And 
with him were Heman and Jeduthun, ani 
the rest chosen out by name to give thanks 
to the Lord, for His mercy is forever; ‘land 
with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound 
aloud with trumpets and cymbals and tht 


musical instruments of God. Now the sons 


of Jeduthun were gatekeepers. 

“Then all the people departed, evel! 
man to his house; and David returned © 
bless his house. 

d 


æ God’s Promise to David > 
| Now it came to pass when 

was dwelling in his house, Dai 
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now ‘| 
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of t 


covenant of the Lord is under tent vl 
tains.”t 2Then Nathan said to David, “D0" 


pavit 





17:1-24 Just as the temple will not be built until David dies and Solomon is anointed king, so the 


Church will not be established until Christ our King ascends into heaven and sends the all-wise Ho'y wil 
Spirit. God’s promises to David will never be completely fulfilled in the earthly Israel; but all of them" 
be fulfilled in the holy Church, the new Israel. | sr aiei N 
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thats is in your ihèart; for God is with you.” 
3But it happened that night that the word of 
God came to Nathan, saying, 4“Go and tell 
My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
“You shall not build Me a house to dwell in, 
‘for I have not dwelt in a house from the 
day I brought up Israel until this day; but I 
was in a tabernacle, even a tent, ŝin all the 
places through which I went with all Israel. 
Have I ever spoken to one leader of Israel 
whom I appointed to shepherd my people, 
saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house 
made of cedar?’”’ 

™Now therefore, you shall say this day to 
My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Almighty, “I took you from the sheepfold, 
from following the flock, to be ruler over 
My people Israel. And I was with you 


wherever you have gone, and cut. off.all | 
have ‘spoken regarding Your servant and 


your enemies from before you, and made 
you a name like the name of the great men 
who are on the earth. Moreover, I wiil ap- 
point a place for My people Israel and will 
plant them, that they may dwell in.a place 
of their own and move no more; nor. shall 
the sons of wickedness oppress them any- 
more, as previously, Vand from the days 


when I appointed judges to be over My peo- 
Lord, You are God, and have promised this 


ple Israel. Also I will subdue all your ene- 
mies, and I will increase you, and the Lord 
Will build you a house. !!Jt shall be when 
your days are fulfilled, and you shall be laid 
to rest with your fathers, that I will set up 


your seed after you, he who will be out of- 


your belly; I will establish his kingdom. 
'2He shall build Me a house, and I will es- 
tablish his throne forever. 13I will be his Fa- 
ther, and he shall be My son; and I will not 
take My mercy from him, as I took it from 
those who were before you. !*And I will es- 
tablish him in My house and in My king- 


dom . hi : hall be estab- 
forever; his throne s | went to establish his power by the River 


lished forever.” ’” !5So Nathan spoke to 
David according to all these words and ac- 
cording to all his vision. 


-™ David Gives Thanks to God SP 
‘Then King David went in and sat be- 
fore the Lord, and said, “O Lord God, who 
am I? And what is my house, that You have 
loved me forever?t !70 God, these things 
are insignificant in Your presence, O Lord 
Jod, You spoke about the house of Your Ser- 





vant Om fons ago, and have looked upon 
me as a man looks upon his fellow, and ex- 
alted me. !8Yet what will David add that 
would bring glory to You? For You know 
Your servant. !9And according to Your own 
heart, You have done all this greatness. 2°O 
Lord, according to all we have heard with 
our ears, there is none like You, nor is there 
any God besides You. 2)There is not another 
nation upon the earth such as Your people 
Israel, whereas God led him in the way, to 
redeem a people for Himself, to establish 
for Himself a great and glorious name, to 
cast out nations from before Your people 
whom You redeemed out of Egypt. 22For You 


have appointed Your people Israel Your very 


own-people forever; and You, O Lord, be- 
came God to them. i 
23“And now, O Lord, the word which You 


upon his house, let it be guaranteed forever, 
24saying, ‘O. Lord, O Lord, the Almighty is 
the God of Israel.’ And the house of Your 
servant David has been set aright before 
You. #For You, O my God, have revealed to 
Your servant that You will build him a 


house. Therefore Your servant has found it 


in his heart to pray before You. And now, 


goodness to Your servant. And now You 
have started to bless the house of Your ser- 
vant, so it may continue before You forever. 
O Lord, You blessed it, and bless it forever.” 
] After this it came to pass that David 

attacked the Philistines, subdued 
them, and took Gath and its towns from the 
hand of the Philistines.t 2Then he struck 
Moab, and the children of Moab brought 


tribute to David. %And David struck 
Hadadezer, king of Zobah Hamath, as he 


~. David’s Victories in Battle = 


Euphrates. *David took from them in 
advance one thousand chariots, seven 
thousand horsemen, and twenty thousand 
foot soldiers. Moreover, David disabled all 
the chariots—but one hundred chariots 
were kept in reserve for them. 

5When the Syrians of Damascus came to 
help Hadadezer, king of Zobah, David 
killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. 
‘Then David put a garrison in Damascus of 





17:16 You have loved me forever: Although he may not fully comprehend it, David's prayer foreshad- 
ows God's promise of eternal life in Christ (Jn 3:16). 
18:1-17 David attacks and subdues his enemies, expanding his kingdom and ainassing wealth to be 
4S€d in preparation for the building of the temple. 
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Syria; and the Syrians bedane David's: ser- 
vants and brought tribute: So the Lord pre- 
served David wherever he went. 7And 
David took the collars of gold that were on 
the: servants of Hadadezer and brought 
them to Jerusalem. §Also from those places 
passed over and from:the chosen cities of 
Hadadezer, David brought a large amount 
of bronze, with which Solomon made the 
bronze Sea, the pillars, and the articles of 
bronze. 

“Now when Tou king of Hamath heard 
that David had defeated all the army of 
Hadadezer king of Zobah, Whe sent Ha- 
doram his son, to King David to ask him for 
peace and to bless him because: he had 
fought against :Hadadezer and defeated 
him, for Hadadezer was an enemy of Tou, 
and with him he sent all kinds of articles of 
silver and gold: ''These King David also 
dedicated to the Lord, along with the silver 
and gold he had brought from all these na- 
tions, from Edom, from Moab, -from the 
people of Ammon, from the Philistines, and 
from Amalek: !#Moreover, Abishai the son 
of Zeruiah killed eighteen thousand 
Edomites in the Valley of Salt. He also put 
garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites 
became David's servants. And the Lord 
preserved David wherever he went: 

l4))avid reigned over all Israel, and ‘ad- 
ministered judgment and justice to all his 


people. “Joab the son of Zeruiah was over | 


the army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud 
was recorder; Zadok the son of Ahitub 
and Abimelech the son of Abiathar were 
the priests; Shavsha was the scribe; !7Bena- 


iah the son of Jehoiada was over the. 


Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s 
sons were the king’s first successors. 


Au, ‘David Conquers Ammon and Syria => 


li 9 the king of the sons of Ammon died, 
and Hanun his son reigned in his place.t 
Then David said, “I will show kindness to 
Hanun the son of Nahash, because his 
father showed kindness to me.’ So David 
sent messengers to comfort him concern- 
ing his father. 


And David's servants came to Hanun in 


the land of the people of Ammon to'com- 
fort him. *And the princes of the people of 
Ammon said to Hanun, "Do you think that 


It happened after this that Nahash 


David: rèally honors: your father because hy | 


has sent comforters to you? Did his 
vants not come to you to search ang 


overthrow and to spy out the land?” ‘There 
fore, Hanun took David's servants, shayeq 


them, removed the half of their garment 
as far as their tunic, and sent them aw 

"Then some reported to David about these 
men, and he sent someone to'meet them 


for these men were greatly ashamed. And 
the king said, “Wait at Jericho until yoyr 


beards have grown, and then return.” 
6When the sons of Ammon saw that the 
people of David had been shamed, Hanun 
and the people of Ammon sent a thousand 
talents of silver to hire for themselves char. 
iots and horsemen from Mesopotamia, 
from Syrian Maacah, and from Zobah. 
7So they’ hired for themselves thirty-two 
thousand chariots, with the king of 


Maacah and his people, who came and 


encamped before Medeba. Also the peo- 
plè of Ammon gathered together from 

























had been defeated by Israel, they sent mes 


their cities and came to battle. SNow when 
David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the 
army of the mighty men. Then the people 
of Ammon came out and put themselves 
in battle array before the gate of the city. 
and the kings who had come were by 


themselves in the field. 


10When Joab saw that the battle line was 
against him before and behind, he chose 
some of Israel’s best, and put them in battle 
array against the Syrians. !!And the rest of 


the people he put under the command a 
Abishai his brother, and they set them: 
selves in battle array against the people o 
Ammon. !?Then he said, “If the Syrians al 
too strong for me, then you shall help më | 
but if the people of Ammon are too strong 
for you, then I will help you. 'Be of g0 
courage, and let us be strong for our people 
and for the cities of our God. And the Lo 
will do what is good in His sight.” 


'4So Joab and the people who were wil 


him drew near for the battle against 
Syrians, and they fled before him. © 

the people of Ammon saw that the Syri 
| were fleeing, they also fled before AD 
his brother, and entered the city, So J 
went to Jerusalem. 


Joa? | 


l6Now when the Somians saw that mel 





19:1-6 David' s messengers were shaved at the andi of the uiibelleving Ammonites, foreshadowing rd 
not only Christ's humiliation at the hands of the Gentile soldiers, who mocked Him, stripped H sa a 
divided His garments (Mt 27:27-35), but also the sufferings of His apostles and saints. =- == 7 
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sér. | 
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prothei of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of 
whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. Yet 
again there was war at Gath, where there 
| was a man of great stature, with twenty- 
four fingers and toes, six on each hand and 
six on each foot; and he also was born to 
the giant. ‘So when he defied Israel, 
Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s 
brother, killed him: These were born to the 
giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of 
David and by the hand of his servants. © 








sengers érsiand brought tie Syrians who were 
beyond the river, and Shophach the com- 
mander of Hadadezer’s' army went before 
them. When it was told to David, he gath- 
ered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and 
came upon them. He set up in battle array 
against them, and the Syrians: fought | 


against him: !ŝAnd the Syrians fled before 
Israel; and David killed seven thousand rid- 
ers of chariots and forty thousand Syrian 
foot soldiers, and killed Shophach the com: | 
mander of the army. 'And:when the ser- 
vants of Hadadezer saw that they had ie 
fallen before Israel, they made peace with | 2 |) ‘Now Satan stood up against Israel, 
David and became his servants. So the Syr- | 4 and moved David to number Israel. 
ians were no longer willing to help the peo- 2So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 
ple of Ammon. | the people, “Go, number Israel from 
Beersheba to Dan, and bring the number of 
= David Defeats Rabbah =... | them to me that I may know it.’t 3And Joab 
2 It happened in the spring-of the | said, “May the Lord add to His people-a 
year, at the time kings go out to'bat- | hundredfold as,many as-they are; and let 
tle, that Joab led out the armed forces and | the eyes of my lord the king see all who are 
ravaged the country of the people of | the servants of my lord: Why does my lord 
Ammon; and came: and besieged Rabbah. | seek this? Do not allow it, lest it become a 
But David stayed at Jerusalem, And Joab | sin tolsrael.” “Nevertheless the king’s word 
defeated Rabbah and: razed it tothe | prevailed- against Joab. Therefore Joab 
ground. ?Then David took the crown of | Geparted)and went throughout all Israel 
Molchol their: king from his- head; and | and-came:to, Jerusalem. °Then Joab gave 
found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there | the: sum of the number of the people to 
were precious stones in it. And it was set on | David. All Israel had one million one ‘hun- 
David’s head. Also he brought out the spoil | dred thousand men who drew the sword, 
of the city in great abundance.t 3And he | and Judah had four hundred and eighty 
brought out the people who were in it and | thousand men who drew the sword: ®But he 
put them to work with saws, with iron | did not count Levi and Benjamin among 
picks, and with axes. So David did to:all the | them, for the king’s word was painful to 
cities of the people of Ammon: Then David | Joab. | 


«= The Census of All Israel = 





and all the people returned to Jerusalem. And this deed appeared wicked before 
ci 3 God; therefore He struck Israel. 8So David 
s. The Philistine Giants Fall => |, said to God, “I have sinned greatly because 


‘Now it happened. afterward that war | I have done this thing; but now, I pray, take 
broke out at Gezer with the Philistines, at | away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have 
Which time ,Sibbechai the Hushathite | done very foolishly.” 9Then the Lord spoke 
Struck Sippai, who was one of the sons of | to Gad, David’s seer, saying,t !°“Go and tell 
the giant. And he humbled them,t 5Again | David, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I offer 
there was war with the Philistines, and El-| you three things; so choose one-of them for 
hanan the son of Jair killed Lahmi the} yourself, that | may do it to you” ™” So 





20:2, 3 David, who in the previous chapter showed: kiñaness to the people of AMMOR and was 

rejected, ends up wearing their king’s crown. Christ's crown of victory is the crown of thorns (Mt 27:29), 
given by those to whom He extended divine kindness. 

20:4-8 The lesson that God “exalts the humble with salvation” (Ps 149:4) continues when Goliath's off- 
spring, the last of whom was even bigger than Goliath (v. 6), are killed. David's great deed asa youth, 
accomplished with a mere sling and a stone (1Kg 17:40-50), is surpassed by his followers. 

21:2 Beersheba to Dan means all of Israel from south to north. 


21:9-13 David's three options can be seen as’ metaphors for the choices available to sinful man: (1) famine: 
man may choose spiritual starvation; (2) defeat: man may choose to remain captive to sin, suffering, and ` 
death; or (3) the sword of the Lord: man may decide that death with hope in God's mercies is better than ` 
death with no hope at all. David's choice shows that he has once again placed his hope in God. ` 
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says the Lord: ‘Choose for yourself: !“either 
three years of famine, or that you flee for 
three months from the face of your enemies 
and the sword of your enemies utterly de- 
stroying you, or that for three days the 
sword of the Lord and pestilence should be 
with you in the land, and the angel of the 
Lord destroying the territory throughout 
all the inheritance of Israel.’ Now consider 
what answer I should take back to Him 
who sent me.” 3And David said to Gad, 
“Groan for me and for the three exceed- 
ingly. Please let me fall into the hand of the 
Lord, for His mercies are very great, but do 
not let me fall into the hand of man.” 

14So0 the’ Lord sent a plague upon Ísrael, 
and seventy thousand men of Israel fell.t 
i5And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to 
destroy it. As he was destroying, the Lord 
looked: and relented of the disaster, and 
said to the angel who was destroying, “It is 
enough: now restrain your hand.* Ana the 


angel of the Lord stood by the threshing | 


floor of Ornan the Jebusiite.t “Then David 
lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the 
Lord standing between earth and heaven. 
having in his hand a drawn sword 
stretched out over Jerusalem. So David and 
the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their 
faces. '7And David said to God, “Was it not 
L who commanded the people to be num- 
bered? I am the one who has sinned and 
done evil indeed; but these sheep, what 
have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, O 
Lord my God, be against me and my fa- 
ther’s house, but not against Your people 
that they should be plagued.” 

\8Therefore, the angel of the Lord com- 
manded Gad to say to David that David 
should go and erect an altar to the Lord on 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.* 
19And David went up according to the word 
of God, which he had spoken in the name 





oe. oe 


Gad came to David and said to him, “Thus 





of the Lord. Now Ornan turned and s Saw 
the king, and he and his four sons with hip 


hid themselves, but Ornan was threshing 


wheat. 

21S0 David came to Ornan, and Ornan 
looked and saw David. And he went oy 
from the threshing floor, bowing before 
David with his face to the ground. “Then 
David said to Ornan, “Grant me the ola 
of this threshing floor, that I may build an 


altar on it to the Lord. You shall grant it to | 
me at the full price, that the plague may be | 


withdrawn from the people.” But Ornan 
said to David, “Take it to yourself, and let 
my lord the king do what is good in his 
eyes. Look, I also, give you the oxen for 
whole burnt offerings, the threshing imple- 
ments for wood, and the wheat for the 
grain offering; I give it all.” 

24Then King David said to Ornan, “No, 
but I will surely buy it for the full price, for 
I will not take what is yours for the Lord, 
nor offer whole burnt offerings with that 
which costs:me nothing.” 2°So David gave 
six hundred shekels of gold by weight for 
his! place. And there David built an altar 
to the Lord, and offered whole burnt offer- 


ings and peace offerings, and cried out td 


the Lord; and He answered him by fire 
from heaven upon the altar of whole bumt 
offering and consumed the whole burnt of- 
fering.t 

27S0 the Lord RIEA the angel, and 
he returned his sword to its sheath. *Al 
that: time, when David saw that the Lord 
had answered him, he sacrificed there 
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusilé 
29For the tabernacle of the Lord that Mosé 
made in the wilderness, and the altar of the 
whole burnt offering, were in the 
place at Gibeon at the appointed time. 7a 
David was unable to go before ‘it to § 
God, for the sword of the angel of the Lo 
prevented him. 


21:14 Under the Law, death is the just sentence for all mankind (Rom 6:23); however, ER 
thousand, a number suggesting completion, indicates hope that the Law will be overruled and death 
will end. Ambrose of Milan writes of this Hope, which is Christ Himself, “He who when He could tà e 
vengeance, chose instead to be sacrificed.” 


21:15, 16 The Lord . 


. relented because His love overrules the 


law of death. At Jerusalem, the ay 


Jesus also said “It is enough” to His disciples concerning the use of the sword (v. 16) for vengean x 
(Lk 22:38), The threshing floor represents Calvary, the mace where Christ will trample down sin, sufe 


ing, and death once for all. 


21:18-25 Just as David in obedience pays the full price; 


so the incarnate Christ will offer himself ino 


der to end death. His death and Resurrection will create the conditions for man to receive forgive™” 


of sins, to die to himself, and to be raised up to newness of life. 
21:26 Fire from heaven prefigures both Pentecost (Acts 2:3) and the 


rises, and the Holy Spirit descends. — 


Eucharist. In all three, the offer" 






























E, Then David said, “This is the house 
of the Lord God, and this is the altar 
of whole burnt offering for Israel.”t 2So 
David gave orders to gather all converts to 
Judaism, those in the land of Israel; and he 
appointed masons to cut hewn stones to 
build the house of God. *And David pre- 
pared iron in abundance for the nails of the 
doors of the gates and for the joints, and 
bronze in abundance beyond measure, 
4and cedar trees in abundance: for the 
Sidonians and those from Tyre brought 
ample cedar wood to David. 5Now David 
said, “My son Solomon is young and inex- 
perienced, and the house to be built for the 
Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, 
known and glorious throughout all coun- 
tries. I will now make preparation for it.” 
So David made abundant preparations 
before his death. 

SThen he called for his son Solomon- and 
charged him to build a house for the Lord 
God of Israel. 7And David said to Solomon, 
“My son,.as for me, it was-in my heart to 
build a house to the naine of the Lord my 
God. *But the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, ‘You have shed much. blood and 





eae Preparing to Build the Temple 7 I 


have made great wars. You shall not build a | 


house for My name, for in My sight you 
have shed much blood on the earth.t 9Be- 
hold, a son shall be born to you who shall 
be a man of rest, and | will give to him rest 
from all his enemies that surround him. His 
name shall be Solomon, and | will give 
peace and quietness to Israel in his days. 
WHe shall build a house for My name, and 
he shall be My son, and I will be his Father; 
and | will establish the throne of his king- 
dom over Israel forever.’ 

“Now, my son, the Lord shall be with 
you and prosper you; you will build a house 
to the Lord your God, as He spoke concern- 
ing you. 'Only may the Lord give you wis- 


dom and prudence, and strengthen you 


concerning Israel, that you may guard and 
do the law of the Lord your God. Then 
you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill 
the ordinances and judgments that the 





strong and of good courage. Do not fear 
nor be dismayed. Indeed I, according to 


| my poverty, have prepared for the house of 


the Lord one hundred thousand talents of 
gold, one million talents of silver, and 
bronze and iron beyond measure, for there 


is so much. I also prepared timber and 
stone, to which you also may add. More- 


over, there are workmen with you in abun- 
dance: woodsmen and stonecutters, and all 
types of skillful men for every kind of 
work. !6Of gold and silver and bronze and 
iron there is no limit. Arise and begin work- 
ing, and the Lord be with you.” 

\7David also commanded all the leaders 
of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 
t8“Is not the Lord your God with you? And 
has He not given you rest on every side? 
For He has given the inhabitants of the 
land into my hand, and the land is subdued 
before the Lord and before. His people. 
'SNow set your heart and your soul to seek 
the Lord your God. Therefore arise and 
build the sanctuary of the Lord God, and 
into the house to be built in the name of the 
Lord bring the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord and the holy articles of God.” 


= Assignments for the Levites -= 


So when David was old and full of 

days, he made his son Solomon 
king over Israel.t 2And he gathered to- 
gether all the leaders of Israel, with the 
priests and the Levites. 3Now the Levites 
were numbered from the age of thirty years 
and above. The number of individual males 
was thirty-eight thousand. *Of these, twenty- 
four thousand were taskmasters over the 
work of the house of the Lord, six thousand 
were officers and judges, *four thousand 
were gatekeepers, and four thousand 
praised the Lord with musical instruments 
which he made to praise the Lord. David 
also separated them into divisions among 
the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari. 7And to Paroshom, to Edan, and to 
Shimei. "The sons of Laadan: the first 
Jehiel, then Zetham and Joel, three in all. 
The sons of Shimei: Shelomith, Haziel, 





22:1-5 God's plan for David is to make preparations for the building of a house for the Lord under 


Solomon (chs, 17; 29), 


22:8-10 David, a man of great wars, is a type of humanity under the Law, for God uses the law to sub- 

due men and bring them to Christ (Gal 3:24, 25). Solomon, a man of rest, prefigures Jesus Christ, who is 
oth Son of Man (David) and Son of God. The house for My name prefigures the Church, in which 

Christ's throne, the hearts of the faithful, will be established forever. 

23:1-4 The Levites who will serve in the temple are numbered and their genealogy listed through v. 23. 
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and Haran, three in all. These were the 
heads of the fathers’ houses of Laadan. 
“And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina, 
Jeush, and Beriah. These were the four 
sons of Shimei. !!Jahath was the first, and 
Zizah the second. As for Jeush and Beriah, 
they did not multiply sons, and they 
became but one reckoning, according to 
their father’s house. | 

l2The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, He- 
bron, and Uzziel, four in all. The sons of 
Amram: Aaron and Moses; and Aaron was 
set apart that he should sanctify the holy of 
holies, that he and his sons forever should 
burn incense before the Lord, to minister 
and to offer prayers in His name forever. 
l4Now the sons of Moses the man of God 
had been called to the tribe of Levi. °The 
sons of Moses were Gershon and Eliezer. 





l6Of the sons of Gershon, Shebuel was the | 


first. “Of the descendants of Eliezer, Re- 
habiah was the first. And Eliezer had no 
other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah 
greatly multiplied. | 
18Of the sons of Izhar, Shelomith was the 


first. Of the sons of Hebron, Jeriah was | 


the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the 


sons of Uzziel, Michah was the first and 
Jesshiah the second, ?!The sons of Merari 
were Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli 
were Eleazar and Kish. 22And Eleazar died 


and had no sons, only daughters; and their 
brethren, the sons of Kish, took, them as 


wives. *?The sons of Mushi- were.. Mahli, 
Eder, and Jeremoth, three in all. - 


44These were the sons of Levi according 
to the houses of their fathers, chiefs of their 


families according to the number in the 


household, according to their polls, who 
from the age of twenty years and older did 


the work for the service of the house of the 


Lord. *For David said, “The Lord God of Is; 
rael has given rest to His people, and 
dwells in Jerusalem forever,” 28And the 
Levites carried not the tabernacle nor all of 
its vessels for its ministry. 27For by the last 
words of David was the numbering of the 
Levites taken, from twenty years of age 
and older. 2*For their duty was to help the 
sons of Aaron in the service of the house of 


the Lord, in the courts and in the chambers, 


23:30 The worshipers stood morning and evening before the Lord, Continuing this tradition; many OF 
thodox faithful throughout the world stand every day at Matins and Vespers, and during the other — 


services. 
24:1, 2 See text and note at 6;1-31. 


in the purification of all holy things and the 





for every. measure; *°to stand every morn. 


Lord. 








of Nethanel, one of the Levites, wrote them 










work of the service of the house of Gog. 
for the showbread and fine flour for the 
meat offering, and for the unleaveneg 
cakes, the fried cake, and the dough, ang 


ee a 


ing to thank and praise the Lord, and like. 
wise at evening; *'and regularly before the — 
Lord—at every presentation of a whole 
burnt offering to the Lord, on the Sabbaths 
on the New Moons, and on the set feasts, ag 
by the number according to the ordinance 


governing them. 32They are to keep charge 


of the tabernacle of witness, of the holy 
places, and. the sons of Aaron. their 
brethren, to minister in the house of the 


w, Assignments to the Priests = 
Y 4 Now these are the divisions of the 

4 £ sons of Aaron: The ‘sons of Aaron 
were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamari 
And Nadab and Abihu died. before their 
father, and had no children; therefore 


| Eleazar and Ithamar ministered as priests. 


*Then David, with Zadok of the sons of 
Eleazar and Ahimelech of the sons oi 


third, and Jekameam the fourth. Of the | namar atyided tarmi accor ena 


census, according to their ministry, accord- 
ing to their fathers’ houses. *There were 
more leaders found of the sons of Eleazar 


than of the sons of Ithamar, and thus they 


were divided. Among the sons of Eleazar 
were sixteen heads of their fathers’ houses, 
and eight heads of their fathers’ houses — 
among the sons. of Ithamar. 5Thus they — 
were divided by lot, one group as another, 
for there were officials of the: sanctuary 
and officials of the house of God, from the 
sons of Eleazar and from the sons ° 
Ithamar. “And the scribe, Shemaiah the so! 


= — 










down before the king, the leaders, Zado 
the priest, Ahimelech the son of Abiathal: 
and the heads of the fathers’ houses of thè 
priests and Levites, one father’s hous 
taken for Eleazar and one for Ithama" 
7Now the first lot fell to Jehoiarib; the s& 
ond to Jedaiah, ’the third to Harim, thè 
fourth to Seorim; *the fifth to, Matcha 
the sixth to Mijamin, the seventh © 
Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, uthe ninth © 
Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, aathie 
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eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, | of Asaph the prophet and were loyal to the 
isthe thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth | king. ?Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: 
to Jeshebeab, the fifteenth to Bilgah, the | Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hasha- 
sixteenth to Immer, the seventeenth to | biah; and Mattithiah, six, after their father 
Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez, '*the 


; Jeduthun on the harp, led the music of 
nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to | thanks and praise to the Lord. 4Of Heman, 
Jehezekel, “the twenty-first to Jachin, the 


the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, 
twenty-second to Gamul, '*the twenty-third | Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, 
to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. | Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, 
This was their numbering according to | Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and 
their ministry for coming into the house of | Mahazioth. 5All these were the sons of 
the Lord, according to their ordinance by | Heman the king’s chief musician in the 
the hand of Aaron their father, as the Lord | words of God, to lift up the horn. And God 
God of Israel had commanded him. gave to Heman fourteen sons and three 
daughters. °All these sang hymns with 
their father in the house of the Lord, with 
cymbals, and harps, and lyres for the ser- 
Shubael, Jehdeiah. 2'Concerning Rehabiah. Sas tne ang andanan COUN: 
of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was-Isi | = j | . 
shiah. 22Of the Izharites. Shelomoth: of the | sant a Suren Oien ye meir 
sons of Shelomoth; Jahath.: 20f the sons of | fia: eee ON emng at rue ae 0 
Hebron, Jeriah was ‘the first. Arsariah the | ai PE a ae ze AY a oia = ag 
second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam | et Fe out ibe borne nee hae 
Be OU ys oe Michat | as well as the great, those taught and the 
g ee a a eatery Pah Bs paw Resta 
rother of Michah, Isshiah; of the sons of xy nied: | | | ae 
Isshiah; Zechariah. The ‘sons: of Merari | pow ss Hees Of Asaph Obs SODS 
were Mahli and Mushi; the'sons of Jaaziah, | an D f Se Plaines E for Joseph; the 
the sons of Beno: 2’The sons of Merari ‘by Ua wee io i Roar bs brethren 
Jaaziah, his sons were Shoham, Zaccur, hi Bi POOS, d eive: itne thing for AACCUL 
and Ibri. 28Of Mahil: Eleazar and Ithamar; As ae rf | ae brethren, twelve; -tthe 
and Eleazar died, and there were no sons ree 4 Tas Ra Bee anc, his; brethren, 
by him. Of Kish: the son of Kish, Jerah- | WOVE, “the fifth for Nethaniah, his sons 
der, and Jerimoth. | zak geht 
These cites the: sons of the Levites‘ac- |, tne seventh for Jesharelah, his sons and 
cording sr OT ET his brethren, twelve; !°the eighth for Jesha- 
ording to their fathers’ houses. %!These | . h hi d hi EE 
ep cast lots just as their brothers the sons eee S SORA ane AUS Y rene GEING Me 
Da Adak Amaan er ie Buada ui | brethren, twelve: the tenth for Shimei, his 
the fathers’ Houses of thé priests. and | SOPS and his brethren, twelve; '8the eleventh 
Levites. The chief fathers did just as their | f0T Azarel, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
younger brethren | | '%the twelfth for Hashabiah, his sons and 
yb his brethren, twelve; 2°the thirteenth for 
Shubael, his sons and his brethren, twelve: 
“the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; "the fifteenth for 
Jeremoth,, his sons and his - brethren, 
twelve; **the sixteenth for Hananiah; his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; the seven- 
teenth for Joshbekashah, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; ^the eighteenth for 
Hanani, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
46the nineteenth for Mallothi, his sons and 





«= The Other Levites .- 


20And the rest of the sons of Levi: ofthe 
sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons of 





s. The Temple Musicians >> 

25 David the king and the captains of 
| the hosts appointed the sons of 
Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun to their 
service, for the purpose of playing the lyre 
on harp, stringed instruments, and cym: 

als. The list of ministrants for this service 
Was as follows:t 2of the sons of Asaph: 
cur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; 

© sons of Asaph were under the direction 


5:1-31 The list of those who use their musical talents to serve the Lord fills an entire chapter. (See text 
Note at 16:1-42.) 
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is brethren, twelve; the twentieth for | house. e. 16For “ithe second: to Hosah for the 
pllethahi his sons and his brethren, twelve; | West Gate following the Pastophorion Gat, 
28the twenty-first for Hothir, his sons and | of the ascending highway: watchman oppo. 
his brethren, twelve; the twenty-second | site watchman. !7On the east were six each 
for Giddalti, his sons and his brethren, | day, on the north four each day, on the 
twelve: 3°the twenty-third for Mahazioth, | south four each day, and for the storehouse 
his sons and his brethren, twelve: #!the | two by two. 18For relief, to the west there 
twenty-fourth for Romamti-Ezer, his sons | were four and on the track there were two 


thren, twelve. relief guards. !9These were the divisions of 
and his bre the gatekeepers among the sons of Korah 
a The Temple Gatekeepers -7 and among the sons of Merari. 07) | 


Concerning the divisions of the 

26 | gates: of the Korahites, Meshelemiah ~ Other Duties of the Levites = 
the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.t| And their Levite brethren were over the 
2And the sons of Meshelemiah were Zech- | treasuries of the house of the Lord and over 
ariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, | the treasuries | of the dedicated things, 
Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, | 2!These were the sons of Laadan, the de 
3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan. the sixth, | scendants of the Gershonites; to Laadan 
Eliehoenai the seventh. _ | were the heads of their families; the son of | 

4Moreover the sons of Obed-Edom were | Laadan the Gershonite was Jehieli. ee 
Shemaiah the firstborn. Jehozabad the sec- | sons of Jetheli,-Zetham and Joel, were 
ond, Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, | brothers over the treasuries of the house of 
Nethanel the fifth, >Ammie! the sixth, Is- | the Lord. 23Of the Amramites; the Izharites, 
sachar the seventh, Peuithai the eighth; for | the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites: She 
God blessed him. ‘Also to Shemaiah his | buel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, 
son were sons born from the firstborn | was overseer of the treasuries. And his 
Roshai in his father’s house, because they | brethren by Eliezer were Rehabiah his son, 
were men of great ability. "The sons of She- | Jeshaiah his son, Joram his son, Zichri his 
maiah were Othni, Rephael, Obed, and El- | son, and Shelomith his: son. 26This Shelo: 
zabad, whose brothers Elihu and Semachiah | mith and his brethren were over all the 
were able men. ®All these were of the sons | treasuries of the dedicated things which 
of Obed-Edom, they and their sons and | King David and the heads of fathers 
their brethren, able men with strength for | houses, the captains over thousands and 
the work: sixty-two of Obed-Edom. 9And | hundreds, and the captains of the army hat - 
Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, eigh- dedicated. He also dedicated things taken 
teen able men: from battles and from the spoils so tha 

\0Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, | there would not be any lack in the mainte 
had sons who guarded the first, since he | nance of the house of the Lord. 28And al 
was not the firstborn, yet his father made | that Samuel the seer, Saul the son of Kish | 
him the first of the second division: | Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the son 
Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, | Zeruiah dedicated—every dedicated 
Zechariah the fourth; all the sons and | was under the hand of Shelomith and M 
brethren of Hosah were thirteen. brethren. 

’2Among these were the divisions of the 229Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and rf 
gatekeepers assigned daily by the leaders | sons performed outside duties as officials 
of the army, just like their brethren, to | and judges over Israel. 9°Of the Hebroni 
serve in the house of the Lord. And they | Hashabiah and his brethren, one thous! 
cast lots for each gate, the small as well as | seven hundred able men, had the ove 
the great, according to their father’s house. | of Israel on the west side of the Jordan it! 
‘The lot of those for the East Gate fell to | every service of the Lord and duty for". 
Shelemiah and Zechariah, The sons of | king. ‘!\Among the Hebronites, Jerijah 
Joash cast lots for Melchiah, and his lot | head of the Hebronites according to t hel 
came out for the North Gate; '°to Obed- | generations, according to their families: |" 
Edom the South Gate opposite ithe 'store- | the fortieth year of the reign of David t e 








26: 1-32 je as Botak beners i in David’ 5 ima were needed to protect the iem le and a 
faithful must constantly stand guard to keep the temple of their souls safe fanaa < ofthe pe 
flesh. 


















were numbered, and among them in Jazer 
of Gilead mighty men were found. 32And 
his brethren were two thousand seven hun- 
dred able men, heads of fathers’ houses, 
whom King David made officials over the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh in every edict of the Lord and 
utterance of the king. 


w Military Commanders sr- 


2 / Now the sons of Israel according to 

their number—heads of the fami- 
lies, captains of thousands and captains of 
hundreds and their officers, scribes minis- 
tering to the king, and for every affair of 
the king according to their divisions, for 
every matter coming in and going out 
monthly, for all the months of the year, one 
division of them was twenty-four thou- 
sand.t 

Over the first division for. the first 


month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel, | 


and in his division were twentv-four thou- 
sand; *he was of the children of Perez and 
the chief of all the captains of the army for 
the first month. #Over the division of the 
second month. was Dodai, an Ahohite, and 
in his division were twenty-four thousand 
leaders of the army. °The third captain of 
the army for the third month was benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada the priest, who was 
chief; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. This was the Benaiah who was 
mighty among the thirty, and was over the 
thirty; in his division was Ammizabad his 
son. 7The fourth captain for the fourth 
month was Asahel the brother of Joab and 
Zebadiah his son after him; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. *The fifth cap- 
tain for the fifth month was Shamhuth the 
Izrahite; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. 

“The sixth captain for the sixth month 
was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; in his 
division were twenty-four thousand, '"The 
seventh captain for the seventh month was 
Helez the Pelonite of the children of 
Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand, !!The eighth captain for the 
eighth month was Sibbechai the Hu- 
Shathite of the Zarhites; in his division 
Were twenty-four thousand. !?The ninth 
Captain for the ninth month was Abiezer 
the Anathothite of the Benjamites; in his di- 


27:1-34 These men can be seen as a type of the 
are numbered in twelves and multiples of twelve. 
\V. 34), both of whom betray their king. 


Le __| CHRONICLES 27:28 





twelve apostles who follow Jesus. Note that the men 
Even Judas is prefigured in Ahithophel and Joab, 








vision were twenty-four thousand. '!°The 
tenth captain for the tenth month was Ma- 
harai the Netophathite of the Zarhites; in 
his division were twenty-four thousand. 
The eleventh captain for the eleventh 
month was Benaiah the Pirathonite of the 
children of Ephraim; in his division were 
twenty-four thousand. !5The twelfth cap- 
tain for the twelfth month was Heldai the 
Netophathite of Othniel; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. 


æ. Tribal Leaders 7 

l6Furthermore, over the tribes of Israel: 
the officer over the Reubenites was Eliezer 
the son of Zichri; over the Simeonites, 
Shephatiah the son of Maachah; over the 
Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel; over 
the Aaronites, Zadok; !ŝover Judah, Elihu, 
one of David’s brothers; over Issachar, 
Omri the son of Michael; over Zebulun, 
Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; over Naph- 
tali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel; 2°over the 
children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of 
Azaziah; over the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
Joel the son of Pedaiah; 2!over the half- 
tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of 
Zechariah; over the sons of Benjamin, 
Jaasiel the son of Abner; over Dan, Azarel 
the son of Jeroham. These were the leaders 
of the tribes of Israel. 223But David did not 
take into consideration the number of 
those twenty years old and younger, be- 
cause the Lord said He would multiply Is- 
rael like the stars of the heavens. 24Joab the 
son of Zeruiah began a census, but he did 
not finish, for wrath came upon Israel be- 
cause of this census; nor was the number 
recorded in the account of the chronicles of 
King David. 

=, Property Administration => 

25And Azmaveth the son of Adiel was 
over the king’s treasuries; and Jehonathan 
the son of Uzziah was over the storehouses 
in the field, in the cities, in the villages, and 
in the fortresses. Ezri the son of Chelub 
was over those who did the work of the 
field for tilling the ground. And Shimei 
the Ramathite was over the vineyards, and 
Zabdi the Shiphmite was over the produce 
of the vineyards for the supply of wine. 
28Baal-Hanan the Gederite was over the 
olive trees and the sycamore trees that 
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I CHRONICLES 27:29 


were in the lowlands, and Joash was over 
the store of oil. 22And Shitrai the Sharonite 
was over the herds that fed in Sharon, and 
Shaphat the son of Adlai was over the 
herds that were in the valleys. *°Obil the 
Ishmaelite was over the camels, Jehdeiah 
the. Meronothite was over the donkeys, 
sland Jaziz the Hagrite was over the flocks. 
All these were the officials over King 
David’s property. %*Also Jehonathan, 
David's uncle, was a counselor, a wise man 
and a scribe; 
Hachmoni was with the King’s sons. 
33 Ahithophel was the king’s counselor, and 
Hushai was the king’s best friend. 24After 
Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Bena- 
iah, then Abiathar. And the general of the 
king’s army was Joab. 


? men of Israel—the chief of the 
judges, the chief men of those who Serve in 


~ Solomon Charged to Construct 
the Temple = 


attendance on the king, the captains of | 


divisions, the treasurers, the lords of his 
substance and all the king’s property, his 
sons together with the eunuchs, and the 
mighty men and the warriors of the army. 

“Then King David rose to his feet and 
said, “Hear me, my brethren and my peo- 
ple. It was in my heart to build a house of 
rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
and a footstool of our God. I made prepara- 
tions to build it. $But God said to me, ‘You 
shall not build a house for My name, be- 
cause you have been a man of war and 
have shed blood.’ 4Yet the Lord God of Is- 
rael chose me from out of the entire house 
of my father to be king over Israel unto the 
age. And in Judah, he chose the royal 
palace; and of the house of Judah, he chose 
the house of my father; and of the sons of 
my father, He desired me to become king 
over all Israel. 5And of all my sons, for the 
Lord gave me many, He has chosen my son 
Solomon to sit on the throne of the king- 
dom of the Lord over Israel. 

“And He said to me, ‘It is your son 





the Son of God. Having revealed God as Father, 
of God. 


28:11-19 The dedicated things (v. 12): The articles used in worship and presented to Solomon rel 
Holy Tradition, beginning with the pattern for.worship given to Moses (Ex 25:40), which was gi 
writing (v. 19) as Holy Scripture, and is fulfilled in the Church even to thisidays ied mmr 3e A 


ever, as it is this day? “And now before the 
whole assembly of the Lord and in the 


and Jehiel the son of 





And David assembled all the chief | 


the lamp stands. !*He gave to him 


| covenant of the Lord. !%All these things i 





Solomon who shall build My house and My | 


28:6 Just as David lays the groundwork for the work Solomon is to carry out, so the old covenant 
the Law prepares the world for the new covenant in Christ, Like Solomon, Christ is both David's serous 
He will make Himself the very cornerstone of the "=" 


courts; for | have chosen him to be My son 
and I will be his Father.t “And if he is steaq 
fast to observe My commandments and My 


judgments, | will establish his kingdom for. 


hearing of our God, I charge you to keep 
and seek all the commandments. of the 
Lord our God, that you may inherit the 
good land and leave this for your sons to 
inherit after you forever. — © Í 
And now, my son Solomon, know the 
God of your fathers, and serve Him with 
whole heart and a willing soul; for the Lord 
searches all hearts and understands every 
thought. If you seek Him, He will be found 
by you; but if you forsake Him, He will for- | 
sake you forever. Consider now, for the | 
Lord has chosen you to build a house for 
the sanctuary. Be strong and do it.” 
Then David gave his son Solomon the 
plans for the temple, its houses, its treasur- | 
ies, its upper chambers, its inner ‘store 
houses, and the house of the mercy seat! 
4and the plans that he had in his mind con- 
cerning the courts of the house of the Lord, 
all the chambers round about the store 

















| houses of the house of the Lord, and the 


storehouses for the dedicated things; 'als0 
for the quarters for the daily priests and the 
Levites for all the work of the service of the 
house of the Lord; and for the storehouses 
for the serving articles used to worship i 
the house of the Lord. !4And the measure ot 
their weight both in gold and in silver, "ht 
gave to him the weight of the lamps and 0 
in like 
manner the weight for the tables of the 
showbread, for each table in gold and like 
wise in silver; also for’ the forks, Ù 
basins, the pitchers of gold, and the Wee" | 
of the gold and the silver bowls for ea 
weight; '8and the weight of the altar 1 
burning incense made of refined gold he 
showed to him, and the plans for the chal’ | 
iot of the cherubim that spread out U 
wings and overshadowed the ark % ©. 
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writing from the hand of the Lord er 
gave to Solomon, so that he would su 
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in understanding how to follow the plan. | the officers over the king’s work, offered 
20And David said to his son Solomon, “Be | willingly.t 7They gave for the work of the 
strong and of good courage, and do it. Do | house of God five thousand talents of gold 
not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God, | and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thou- 
my God, will be with you. He will not leave | sand talents of silver, eighteen thousand 
you nor forsake you until you have finished | talents of bronze, and one hundred thou- 
all the work for the service of the house of | sand talents of iron. *And whoever had pre- 
the Lord.t 2!And take notice of the division | cious stones gave them to the treasury of 
of the priests and Levites for all the daily | the house of the Lord, into the hand of Je- 
service of the house of the Lord. With them | hiel the Gershonite. Then the people re- 
shall be the men for every workmanship, | joiced as a result of their willingness, for 
every one of ready skill in every art. And at | they offered willingly to the Lord with their 
your conya are the chief men and all | whole heart! King David rejoiced greatly. 
te Peo’: | | -a. David Gives Praise to God => 
s Collections to Build the Temple -= LOWith this; King David blessed the Lord 
) Furthermore. King David said to the | before’ all the assembly, saying, “Blessed 
entire assembly, “My one’son Sol- | are You, O Lord God of Israel, our Father, 
omon, whom God has chosen, is young and | unto the ages of ages.t 1 Yours, O Lord, is 
inexperienced, and the work is a. great : the greatness and the power andthe glory 
work, for the temple is not for man. but for | and the victory and the might. You are mas- 
the Lord God.t 2According to ali means | ter over all that is in heaven and on the 
possible I prepared gold, silver, bronze, | earth: Every king and nation is thrown into 
iron, wood, onyx stones, costly and pre- | conftision before You. From the first, You 
‘cious stones of various colors, and much | are the wealth-and the glory who reigns 
marble for the house of my God. *And | overall, as the Lord and dominion of all. In 
because I took pleasure in fhe house of my | Your hand is power and authority, and you 
God, I gave to the house of my God goid | are almighty with Your hand to increase 
and silver over and above what I procured | and establish all things. I3And now, Lord, 
for myself: more than all I prepared for my | we give thanks to You, and we praise Your 
house of my God, over and above all I pre- | glorious name. ee get 
pared for my consecrated house. *Ihree 14“But who am I, and who are my people, 
thousand talents of the gold of Ophir, and | that we are able to be zealous in offering to 
seven thousand talents of refined silver to | You? For all things are Yours, and of Your 
be overlaid in these the walls of the sanctu- | own we give to You.t 5For we are strangers 
ary 5by the hands of craftsmen. And who | before You and sojourners, aS were all our 
this day zealously dedicates his hands for | fathers. Our days upon the earth are as a 
the Lord?” shadow, and there are none that remain.t 
'Then the heads of the families, the | '°O Lord our God, as for all this abundance 
brinces of the sons of Israel, and the cap- | which I have prepared that a house should 
tains of thousands and of hundreds, with | be built to Your holy name, it is of Your 

















| 28:20 The Lord spoke these exact words to Joshua just before Israel crossed over the Jordan into the 
| Promised Land (Jos 1:9). Joshua and Solomon are both types of Christ. 
28:24 Like those who are appointed to serve Solomon, Christ's faithful followers will be with Him in 
| Service, using their talents to carry out His will. 
29:1 God sometimes chooses the young and inexperienced (see 1Ti 4:12) to carry out the work of build- 
| 'Ng his temple. 

29:6-9 The worship described here foreshadows Orthodox Christian worship, where the faithful will 
| ffer themselves willingly and with their whole heart. 
29:10-12 David's praises bear a striking resemblance to the Lord's Prayer (Mt 6:9-13). Under the old 
venant, David cannot see the Trinity fully, for the Trinity has not yet been revealed. In Christ's Church, 
| the faithful will be able to worship the Triune God “in spirit and truth” (Jn 4:24). 

the deacon elevates the holy gifts while the bishop or pres- 


29:14 At one point in the Divine Liturgy, tni ish 
| ter speaks words very similar to David's: “Your own of Your own we offer unto You, in behalf of all 


Nd for all.” 
29:45 The faithful are still strangers and sojourners on this earth, but are now in Christ, who has given 


*Strength to run “the race that is set before us” (Heb 12:1-3). 





I CHRONICLES 29:17_ r 


hand and all is Yours. I know also, O Lord, 
that You search the heart and You love 
righteousness. As for me, in the sincerity of 
my heart I willingly offer all these things. 
And now I see Your people who brought 









themselyes here joyfully to offer willingly 
to You. 18O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 


and Israel, our fathers, keep under guard 
these things in the thoughts of the heart of 


Your people forever, and lead their heart to- 


ward You. 9And give my son Solomon a fit- 
ting heart to keep Your commandments and 
Your testimonies and Your ordinances and 


bring to an end the final preparation of | 


Your house.” 

20Then David said to all the congrega- 
tion, “Now bless the Lord your God.” And 
everyone in the congregation blessed the 
Lord God of their fathers, and bowed down 
before the Lord and the king 


~ Solomon Anointed King <> 


2The next day after the first day, David | 


sacrificed and offered up whole burnt of- 


ferings to the Lord—even a thousand | 


calves, a thousand rams, and a thousand 


lambs—along with their drink offerings, | 


and an abundance of sacrifices for ali is- 


rael.t 22So they ate and drank before the | the kingdoms of the lands. 








29:21 A thousand is often a sign of abundance. 


29:22 Ate and drank prefigures Communion, for the culmination of worship is partaking of the Holy 


Eucharist: 


29:23-25 When Solomon was first made king, he prefigured Christ's entrance into Jerusalem, Now, 


fore the Lord, and Zadok to the priest 


-him.t 24All the leaders and the mighty men, | 
as well as all the sons of King David his fa. 


full of days, riches, and glory. Solomon his 








Lord with great gladness on that day, 
they made Solomon the son of David king 
a second time and anointed him king pe. 





hood.t 23Then Solomon sat upon the throne | 
of David his father, and was well pleased 
and prospered; and all Israel listened to 


ther, were subject to him. And the Lori 
exalted Solomon exceedingly in the sigh 
of all Israel and gave him the glory of, 
king, which was not given any king of |s. 
rael before him. 


«~ Review of David’s Reign > 


26Thus David the son of Jesse reigned 
over Israel 27forty years, in Hebron for 
seven years and in Jerusalem for thirty- 
three years. 28So he died in a good old age, 


son reigned in his stead. And the remain- 
ing works of King David, the former and 
the latter, are written in the book of Samuel 
che seer, in the book of Nathan the prophet 
and in the book of Gad the seer, ?°concer- 
ing all his reign, his power, and the events 
that happened to him, to Israel, and to al 


upon the throne, he foreshadows the second and glorious coming of Christ. | 








At itl l or—Ezra is believed to be: the writer. 


Date— About 450 Bc. The book spans the forty years of Solomon’ reign, four 


y 





[E 


hundred years of the reigns of page kings, and seventy, years og 
captivity in Babylon. se 


Major TI lemes = Conan s the Diuidic covenant me Trough Saloi and hie E 


building of the temple. The importance of proper worship i in the temple, 
particularly the place of the Levites and the musicians, is given special, 
detailed emphasis. Another theme is the character of each of the kings that 
followed Solomon—whether they. encouraged proper worship of God. The 
writer ends this book with the tragic account of the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the seventy-year exile of the Jews to Babylon. 


m kgrou rl 1d— Solomon has succeeded to the throne of iael mick his major 





task is building the temple. David gathered all the supplies and drew up the 
plans, but the Lord did not allow him to construct it. 

The wisdom and wealth of Solomon were known throughout the at 
and written about in foreign histories. The Queen of Sheba, an Arabian 
country, came to witness Solomon’s glory. 

After Solomon’s death, the people of Israel divided into two kingdoms. 
The northern kingdom separated from Judah with Jeroboam as king, and fell 
away from worshipping the true God. Jeroboam established idol worship. The 
rejected priests and Levites and many faithful followers left Israel and 
emigrated to Jerusalem to worship God. The smaller southern kingdom, 
consisting of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was ruled by Solomon’s son 
Rehoboam. The author brings a final word of hope, recounting the 
permission given by Cyrus king of Persia for the exiles to return and rebuild 
the temple in Jerusalem. 


LIME. Weed ae eee vn 





+1, Solomon's Reign (1:1—9;31) WO) be IL Two Gnade Biwi the PeR of the | 
A. The gift of wisdom (1;1-17) | Kings of Judah to the End of the Exile 
B. The building of the temple (2;1—§:1) 1 (10:1=36:23) «+ at 
C. The dedication of the temple = A, Rehoboam, Solomon’s son and SUCEESOnI: 
(5:2—7:22) (10: 1—12:16) | 
D. Solomon’s life, wisdom, wealth, and death | | B. Abijah (13:1—14;1) 
(8:1—9; 31) «OP May C, Asa (14:2—16:14) 


D. Jehoshaphat (17; 1—21 :3) 








2 CHRONICLES I:I 


E. Jehoram and Ahaziah ( 
E Joash (22:10—24:27) 
G. Amaziah (25:1—28) 
H. Uzziah (26:1-23) 

I. Jotham (27:1-9) 

J. Ahaz (28:1-27) 
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21:4—22:9) 








©. Solomon Prays for Wisdom > 


When Solomon the son of David was 
A firmly established over his kingdom, 
the Lord his God was with him and magni- 
fied him in honor.t 


“Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the cap- | 
tains of thousands and the captains of hun- | 


dreds, to the judges, to all the rulers over Is- 
rael, and to the heads of the iamilies, 
3Solomon went with all the assembly to the 
high place at Gibeon, for the tabernacle of 
meeting with God was there, which Moses 
the servant of the Lord made in the wilder- 
ness. *David had brought up the ark of God 
from the city of Kirjath Jearim to the place 
he prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent 
for it in Jerusalem.-5And the bronze altar 


made by Bezalel the son of Uri the son of | 


Hur was there before the tabernacle of the 
Lord, and Solomon and the assembly en- 
quired about it. "Solomon made an offering 
there on the bronze altar before the Lord, 
at the tabernacle of meeting. offering a 
thousand burnt offerings on it. 

‘God appeared to Solomon that night 
and said to him, “Tell Me what you want Me 
to give you.” And Solomon said to God, 
“You showed great mercy to David my fa- 
ther, and made me king in his place. 9Now, 


Lord God, let Your name be established on | 


my father David, for You made me king 
over a people numerous as the dust of the 


earth. !°Give me wisdom and understand- 


ing, so that I may go out and come in before 
this people, for who can judge this great 
people of Yours?” 

'!And God said to Solomon, “Because 
this was in your heart and you did not ask 
for riches or wealth or honor or the life of 
your enemies, nor did you ask for long life, 
but you asked for wisdom and understand- 
ing for yourself, that you might judge My 





; | ZAN Si es ase . | ‘the old 
1:1-17 Like Solomon, Christ will be established and magnified (v. 1); and like the king before 

altar (vv. 3-6), Christ will break bread with His disciples for the last time on earth (Lk 2433-47 y | 
impart to them His own wisdom and understanding (v. 10; Lk 24:45), He will bear witness (v. 1: | j 
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my God, to dedicate it to Him, to burns 
incense before Him, to offer show? 











K. Hezekiah (29:1—32:33) 
L. Manasseh (33:1-20) 
M. Amon (33:21-25) i 
N. Josiah (34:1—36:1) 

O. Josiah’s successors (36:2-14) 

P. Exile and restoration (36:15-23) 
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people over whom I made you king, now] 
will give you this wisdom and understang | 
ing. I will also give you riches and wealth 
and honor, such as none of the kings before 
you possessed, nor shall any after you pos. 
sess." "So Solomon came to Jerusalem 
from the high place at Gibeon, from before 
the tabernacle of witness, and reigned over 
Israeli cease 7 = 


“=. Solomon’s Power and Riches s 
‘4And Solomon collected chariots and | 


“horsemen. He had one thousand four hur 


dred chariots and twelve thousand horse | 


‘men, whom he stationed in the chariot 


cities. And the people were with the king it 
Jerusalem. !°The king made silver and gold 
as plentiful in Jerusalem as stones. and hé | 
made cedars as abundant in Judea a 
sycamores in the plain. !6And Solomon hat | 
horses imported from Egypt; the king's 
merchants paid the going price. "They ac 

quired and imported from Egypt a chariot | 


| for six hundred shekels of silver, and 4 | 


horse for one hundred fifty. They als | 
brought them to all the kings of the Hittites 
and to the kings of Syria. 8Solomon sait 
he would build a house in the name of the 
Lord and a house for his kingdom. 


æ Solomon Plans to Build the Temple“ 
9) Solomon selected seventy thousal® 
men to bear burdens, eighty thousal® 

to quarry stone in the mountains, and thre 
thousand six hundred to oversee them. al 
"Then Solomon sent to Hiram king of 
Tyre, saying, “As you dealt with David : 
father and sent him cedars to build him fh 
a house to dwell in, behold I, his son: ort | 
building a house for the name of the g 
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continually, and to offer up burnt offert | 
| 


[i 


il 


them of His divinity. Then, He will ascend (Lk 24:50-53) into the heavenly Jerusalem (v. 13; Heb 12:22) | 


bringing all creation with Him, 


i 
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j | 
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continually, morning and evening, and on 
the Sabbaths, on the New Moons, and on 
the festivals of the Lord our God. This is a 





perpetual ordinance for Israel; 4and the 


house I am going to build will be great, for 
our God is greater than all gods. 5Who is 
able to build Him a house, since heaven 
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
His glory? Who am I, then, to build Him a 
house, except to burn incense before Him? 
‘Therefore send me at once a wise man 
skilled to work in gold and silver, in bronze 
and iron, in purple and crimson and blue; 
who can work skillfully with the skilled 
men with me in Judah and Jerusalem, 
whom David my father provided. 7Also 
send me cedar and cypress and pine timber 
from Lebanon, for I know that your ser- 


your skillful men and with the skillful men 


aoc Oe 








of my lord David your father. Now there- 
fore, let my lord send his servants the 
wheat, the barley, the oil, and the wine he 
spoke of,t Sand we will cut as much wood 
from Lebanon as you need. We will bring it 
to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, and you will 
carry it to Jerusalem.” 


œ Construction Begins on the Temple 7 
'6Then Solomon gathered all the foreign- 


ers in the land of Israel, after the census in 


Which David his, father had numbered 
them. And there were found to be one hun- 
dred fifty-three thousand six hundred. 
7And he made seventy thousand of them 
bearers of burdens, eighty thousand stone- 
cutters in the mountain, and three thou- 


vants are skilled in cutting timber in | Sand six hundred.to oversee the people’s 
Lebanon. And indeed my servants and your | Work. i ete 


servants ‘will go to. prepare an abundance 


of timber for me, because the house T am | 2 


about to build is to be great and #isricus. 
“And indeed to your servants, the woods- 
men who cut timber, I gave twenty thou- 
sand kors of wheat, twenty thousand kors 
of barley, twenty thousand baths of wine, 
and twenty thousand baths of oil.” 

“Then Hiram king of Tyre sent an an- 
swer in writing to Solomon: “Because the 
Lord loves His people, He made you king 


| Over them.” '!Hiram also said, “Blessed be 


the Lord God of Israel, who made heaven 
and earth, for He gave King David a wise 
‘on, endowed with prudence and under- 
standing, who will build a temple for the 
Ord and a royal house for himself! !2And 
now I have sent a skillful man, endowed 
with discernment, Huram my father, the 
‘on Of a woman of the daughters of Dan, 


_ 4Nd his father was a man of Tyre, skilled at 


“orking in gold and silver, bronze and 
Ton, stone and wood, at weaving purple 
and blue, fine linen and crimson, and at 


any plan that may be given to him, with 





ing any engraving and accomplishing | 





| 





< Now Solomon began to build the house 
wJ or the Lord at Jerusalem on: Mount 
Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to 
his father David, at the place that David 
nad: prepared on the threshing floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite.t 2And he began to 
build on the second day of the second 
month in the fourth year of his reign. 3This 
is the foundation Solomon laid for building 
the house of God. It was:sixty cubits long 
(according to the- former measure) and 
twenty cubits wide. +The vestibule in front 
of the sanctuary was twenty cubits long 
across the width of the house, and one hun- 
dred twenty cubits high. He overlaid the 
inside with pure gold. 5He paneled the 
larger room with cypress and overlaid it 
with fine gold, and he carved palm trees 
and chain work on it.t "He decorated the 
house with precious stones for beauty, and 
the gold was gold from Parvaim. 7He also 
overlaid the house—the beams and door- 


posts, its walls and doors—with: gold 


and carved cherubim on the walls. *And 
he made the most holy place. Its length 





Y The wheat, barley, oil, and wine foreshadow the Eucharist. 


|, he foreigners are types of the faithful from every nation who will be brought into the Church. 


“nee floor: See text and notes on 1Ch 21. 
14 
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His ch Which signify God's 

In Works ı the things of heaven are 

face rs f P as Windows into heaven, 
8ce" (1C0'13:12),. T 


inconceivable majesty. 


Neither in Israel nor in the Church was the second of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:4) ever 
EC as i images in worship. The warning IS 
alf, The yi eee mapan Por a ae in the temple foreshadow icons in the Orthodox Church; 
U arved (v, 7) and woven (v. n ore he cherublin v Fea ITE, 

the old covenant, all images in the temple are earthly'except the cherubim (v. 7; 37:6; 

| When Christ brings heaven and earth together in 
more clearly depicted. Until Christ comes again, icons will be used 
for as St. Paul writes, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 


is against false images or |dols—like the golden 


} 
=i 


2 CH RONICLES 3:9 


corresponded to the width of the Housel 
twenty cubits, and it was twenty cubits 
wide. He overlaid it as far as the cherubim 
with six hundred talents of fine gold.t "The 
weight of the nails was fifty shekels of 
gold. He overlaid the upper room with gold. 

10In the most holy place he made two 
wooden cherubim and overlaid them with 
gold. !!The wings of the cherubim were 
twenty cubits in overall length. One wing of 
the one cherub was five cubits, touching 
the wall of the room, and the other wing 
was five cubits, touching the wing of the 
other’ cherub; one wing of the other 
cherub was five cubits as well, touching the 
wall of the room, and the other wing also 
was five cubits, touching the wing of the 
other cherub. The wings of these cheru- 
bim spanned twenty cubits overall: They 
stood on their feet and faced inward. “He 
made the veil of blue, purple, crimson, and | 
fine linen, and wove cherubim intoat. 3 

I5In front of the house he made two pil- 
lars thirty-five cubits high, and the capital 






on the top of each was five cubits. He- 


made wreaths of chain work, .as-in the in- 
ner sanctuary, and put them on top of the 
pillars. And he made one hundred pome- 
granates and put them on the wreaths of 
chain work. "Then he set up the pillars be- 
fore the temple, one on the right hand and 
the other on the left. He called the one on 
the right hand Upholding, and he called the 
one on the left Strength. 


æ The Temple Is Bueniched IP 


He made a bronze altar twenty cubits 

long, twenty cubits wide, and ten 
cubits high. 7And he made the sea of cast 
bronze, ten cubits in diameter. It was com- 
pletely round. It was five. cubits high and 
thirty cubits around.t 2Under it were the 
likenesses of oxen encircling it all around, 
ten to a cubit, all the way around the sea. 


The oxen were cast in two rows when it 


was cast, 4It stood on twelve oxen. Three 
looked toward the north, three looked 


toward the west, three looked toward the | 


south, and three looked toward the east. 
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The sea was set upon them, and al they | 
back parts pointed inward. ‘It was a hang. 
breadth thick and its brim was like the brim | 
of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained. 
three thousand baths. And he finished it, 
He also made ten basins, and put five op 
the right side and five on the left, to wash 


‘what they offered for the burnt Offering 


The sea, however, was for the priests fg 
wash in. 7He made ten gold lampstands ac- 
cording to their design and-set them in the 
temple, five on the right and five on the 
left.t He also made ten tables and placed 
them in the temple, five on the right and 
five on the left. And he made one hundred 
golden bowls. 

9He made the court of the priests, and the | 
great court, and doors for the court, and | 
overlaid the door panels with bronze. LOH | 
set the sea on the right side toward the east. : 
| Then Huram made the pots and the shoy- | 
els and the bowls for the altar and all its 
utensils. So Huram finished the work he 
was to do for King Solomon for the house 
of God, the two pillars and the ‘bowl 
shaped capitals on top of the two pillars. 
the two networks covering the two bow! 
shaped capitals on top of the pillars; four 
hundred pomegranates for the two net} 


-works—two rows of pomegranates for each 


network, to cover the two bowl-shaped a 
itals on the pillars. '*He made carts and DU 
basins on the carts, land one sea | 
twelve oxen under it, '®and tripods â 
buckets and basins and forks and all the 
other utensils. Huram his master craftsmé! 
made them of pure bronze for ! A 
Solomon for the house of the Lord. " 
king had them cast in clay molds in t | 
plain of Jordan between Succoth m 
Zeredah. !8And Solomon had all these 4 
cles made in such great quantity thal te 
weight of the bronze was not determini 
9Solomon had all the furnishings mad | 
for the house of God, the golden altar © 
the tables for the showbread, 7*the ae 
stands with their lamps of pure gold: pall 
burn in the prescribed manner in front n 












4 


3: 8 Christ will fulfill the most holy place when He brings earth to heaven. 

4:2-6 Christ, who is called the “lily of the valleys” (v, 5; SS 2:1), is also the sea of bronze; and the Hol) | 
Spirit is represented by the water, All who.are cleansed in the basins or lavers of baptism have ident 
fied themselves with Christ's death, and have been raised up in Him into newness of life; partaking © 
deed of “living water" (Jn 4:10), they have “put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

4:7, 8 The lampstands and the bowls symbolize Christ and His Church, In the old tabernacle; there W y 
one laver and one lampstand with six bowls (Ex 25:31-39); now there are ten of each and one hunt 
golden bowls. This signifies the “great quantity” (v. 18) of blessings in Christ's kingdom. = | 





the inner sanctuary, 2'with the tongs and 
the lamps and the cups and the censers of 
pure gold. 24The door of the sanctuary, the 
inner door to the most holy place, and the 
doors of the main hall of the temple were 
gold. 


So all the work that Solomon did for 

the house of the Lord was finished. 
And Solomon brought in everything his 
father David had dedicated, the silver and 
the gold and all the furnishings. And he 
put — in the treasuries of the house of 
God. 


s. The Ark Is Brought to the Temple 7 


2Then Solomon. assembled the elders of 
Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 


leaders of the families of the sons of israel, | 


in Jerusalem, that.they might bring the ark 





2 CHRONICLES 6:2 


not be seen from outside. And they are 
there to this day. There was nothing in the 
ark except the two tablets Moses put there 
at Horeb when the Lord made a covenant 
with the sons of Israel when they came out 


| of Egypt. 


æ The Glory of God’s Presence 7 
\1And when the priests came from the 


holy place (for all the priests who were 


present were sanctified before being sepa- 
rated into divisions), '2and the Levites and 
the singers of Asaph and Heman and Je- 


-duthun, with their sons and their brethren, 
stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in 


white linen, having cymbals, stringed in- 
struments, and harps, and with them were 
one hundred twenty priests sounding with 
trumpets; and the trumpeters and singers 


| were as one voice in sounding the trumpet 


of the covenant of the Lord irom the City of | and singing and in praising and thanking 
David, which is Zion.t *Therefore all the | ihe Lord. And when they lifted up their 
men of Israel assembled with the king at | voice with the trumpets and cymbals and 
the feast in the seventh month. 4All-the el- | instruments. of music they praised the 
ders of Israel came, and the Levites took up | Lord, saying: ) ) | 


the ark. “Then they brought up the ark, the 
tabernacle of meeting; and all the holy fur- 


nishings in the tabernacle. The priests. and | 


the Levites carried it. "And King Solomon 
and all the congregation of Israel assem- 


bled with him in fear before the ark, sacri- | y 
| The house was filled with a cloud of the 


ficing more sheep and oxen than could be 
counted or numbered. 7Then the priests 
brought in the ark of the covenant of the 


Lord to its place in the inner sanctuary of | 


the temple, to the most holy place, under 
the wings of the cherubim. *For the cheru- 
bim spread their wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed 
the ark and its poles. *And the poles ex- 
tended so that the ends of the poles of the 
ark could be seen from the holy place, in 
front of the inner sanctuary, but they could 





“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good, 
For 'His mercy endures forever.” 


Lord’s glory,t !4so the priests could not con- 
tinue ministering because of the cloud, for 
the glory of the Lord filled the house of 
God. | 


-= Solomon Speaks to the People => 
_ Then Solomon said: 
“The Lord said He would dwell in the 
dark cloud. 


2 But I built a house to your name, a 


house holy to You, 





5:1 Solomons finished work on the temple will be fulfilled in Christ. 

5:2-13 This passage foreshadows the falling asleep of the Theotokos, the Mother of God: “The Ark of 
God departed from Mount Zion for the heavenly country, borne on the shoulders of the apostles. An- 
gels overshadowed it with their wings, accompanying it, together with the whole assembly of the - 
Church... . So is it now with the dwelling-place of the true ark, no longer of the testimony, but the 

| Very substance of God the Word. The new Solomon, the Prince of peace, the Creator of all things in the 
| N€avens and on the earth, assembled together today the’ supporters of the new covenant, that is the 

| apostles, with all the people of the saints in Jerusalem, brought in her soul through angels to the true 


Holy of Holies” JohnDm),. 


5:13 As one: In His High Priestly Prayer, the Lord prays for the faithful, “that they all may be one in Us” 
(Jn 17:21). Hence at Divine Liturgy. the faithful pray, “And grant us with one mouth and one heart to 
glorify and praise Your all-honorable and majestic Name.” | 

- 3:13—6:2 The glory of the Lord represents the divine nature of Christ, which: Is joined to His human 
Nature, the house or temple of His body, in the Incarnation. | | 
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And prepared for You a lace: to dwell 


forever.”t 
3Then the king turned around and 


blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while 





all the assembly of Israel was standing. 
4And he said, “Blessed be the Lord God of | 


Israel, who fulfilled with His hands what 


He spoke with His mouth to my father | 


David, saying, “Since the day I brought My 


people out of the land of Egypt, I chose no 


city from any tribe of Israel in which- to 
build a house, that My name might be 


there. nor did I choose any man to bea | 


ruler over My people’ Israel; “yet I chose 
Jerusalem so that My name may be there, 
and I chose David to be over My people Is- 
rael. 

7Now it was in the heart af my father 
David to build a house for the name of the 
Lord God of Israel; ®but the Lord said to 
my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your 
heart to build a house for My name, you 
did well by having it in your heart, but you 
shall not build the house, for your son who 


will come from your body, he shall build 


the house for My name.’ !°So the Lord ful- 
filled the word He spoke, and I took my fa- 
ther David’s place and sat on the throne of 
Israel as the Lord said, and, I built the 
house for the name of the Lord God of 
Israel. !And there I put the ark containing 
the covenant which the Lord made with 
Israel.” 


-= The King’s Prayer of Dedication => 
12Then Solomon stood before the altar of 


the Lord in the presence of all the assembly | 


of Israel and spread out his hands; !“for 
Solomon had made a bronze platform five 
cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cu- 
bits high, and had set it in the midst of the 
court. And he stood on it, knelt down on his 
knees before all the assembly of Israel, and 


spread out his hands toward heaven. !4And | 


he said, “Lord God of Israel, there is no God 
in heaven or on earth like You, You who 


keep Your covenant and mercy with Your 


servants who walk before You with all their 
hearts. You held true to what You prom- 
ised Your servant David, my father; You 
spoke with Your mouth and fulfilled it with 
Your hands, as it is this day. '“Now, Lord 
God of Israel, keep what You promised Your 


servant David, my father, saying, ‘You shall | 


not fail to have a man sit before Me on the 











6:2 Just as Eloa built a SET so Jesus praciaimed "| will build My dhurelis (Mt 16: 18). 


You said You would put Your name, thatYou 


in this house, then hear from heaven 


mies besiege their cities, whatever 






throne of Israel, if your sons guard the wa 
they walk in My law, as you walked before | 
Me. !7And now, Lord God of Israel, confirm 

the word You spoke to Your servant David 


«Will God indeed dwell with men onthe | 


earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven o 
heavens cannot contain You. What is this 
house I built! Yet regard the prayer gf 
Your servant and his supplication, Lord my 
God, and listen to the supplication and the 
prayer Your servant prays before You today, 
20so day and night Your eyes may be open 
toward this house, toward the place where 










































may hear the prayer Your servant prays in 
this place. 21And may You hear the suppli- 
cation of Your servant and Your people Is- | 
rael when they pray in this place. Hear 
from Your dwelling place ‘in heaven, and 
when You hear, be merciful: 221f anyone sins | 
against His neighbor and takes an oath, and 
comes and takes an oath before Your altar 
in this temple, 23then from heaven hear and 
act and judge Your servants, bringing retri 
bution on the wicked by bringing his way 
on his own head, and justifying the righ 
teous by giving to him according to m 
righteousness. 

4“Or if Your people Israel are P y 
before an enemy because they sinnet | 
against You, and return and confess You! 
name, and pray and supplicate before You 


have mercy on the sins of Your people Israel 
and bring them back to the land You gave t 
them and their fathers. ?6When the heaven 
are shut up and there is no rain because 
they sinned against You, when they pray 
this place and confess Your name and 
from their sin because You afflict then 
then hear in heaven and have mera y 
the sins of Your servants and Your peonia 
rael, so You may teach them the. good ou 
for them to walk and send rain on Yo 
land, the land You gave as an inheritan¢ N 
Your people, ?28When there is famine ma 
land, death and blight and mildew %0 
custs and grasshoppers, when their en 


or whatever sickness there may be: 


makes, or all Your people Israel Mi 
when each one knows his own burden * 
his'own grief and spreads out his hands i 
this house; “then hear from heaven p 


pl 
i | 
ever prayer, whatever supplication any : 






















dwelling place, and forgive them. And give 
to everyone according to his ways, for You 
know his heart, since You alone know the 
hearts of the sons of men; #!so they may 
fear Your ways as long as they live in the 
land You gave our fathers, © |. | 

“And whenever a foreigner, not of Your 
people Israel, comes from a far country for 
the sake of Your greatiname, and for Your 
mighty hand and Your’ outstretched: arm, 
and prays in this house, **then hear from 
Your dwelling place in heaven. Do’ every- 
thing the foreigner calls to You to do, so all 
the peoples of the earth may know Your 
name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, 
so they may know this*house I -built: is 
called by Your name. 34When Your people 
go to battle against their enemies. wher- 
ever You send them; when they pray to You 
in-the city You choose and in the ħouse I 
built in Your name, **then hear :theirspraver 
and their’ supplication: from: heaven and 
sustain their cause. 

36*When they sin’ against You—for there 
isno one who does not sin—and You strike 
them and deliver them to the enemy; and 
they are taken captive to aland far'or near, 
“when they turn their hearts back to You in 
the land where they were carried in captiv- 
ity, and repent and’ supplicate You in the 
land of their captivity, saying, ‘We sinned; 
we have done wrong and committed 
wickedness,’ 38and when they return to You 
With all their héart and with all their soul in 
the land of their captivity where they were 
Carried captive, and pray toward their land 


You gave their fathers, the city You chose, | 


and the house I built for Your name, 2°then 
hear their prayer and their supplications 
from Your dwelling place in heaven and 
sustain their cause, and be merciful to Your 
people who sinned against 'You. ADIT 
“My God, I pray, let Your eyes be open 
and let Your ears be attentive to the prayer 
Made in this place, 44Now therefore: | 
“Arise Lord God, to Your resting place: | 
You and the ark of Your strength: 
Let Your priests, Lord God, be clothed. 
with salvation: | UENO 
And let Your sons rejoice in goodness, 





7:1 Fire came down from heaven: this 


Him liturgically, | ` 


7:5 Solomon's huge sacrifice in the house symbolizes the power of 


but all humanity through the Church. -= 
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Your Anointed; 
Remember the mercies of Your servant 
David.” Thanh 


wu The Temple Is Consecrated = 
When Solomon finished praying, fire 
came down from heaven and con- 


sumed the burnt offering and’ the sacri- 


be oe ta a — 


fices, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house,t 2And the priests could not enter the 
house of the Lord at that time because the 
glory of the Lord had filled the house. 
3When all the sons of Israel saw the fire 
come down and the glory of the Lord on the 
house, they bowed their faces to the ground 
on the pavement, and worshiped and 
praised the Lord, saying: | 


“For He is good, Gee 
For His mercy endures forever.”t 


‘Then the king and all the people offered 
sacrifices before the Lord. *Solomon of- 
fered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand 
calves and one hundred twenty thousand 
sheep. So the king and all the people dedi- 
cated the house of God.t And the priests 
stood at their posts along with the Levites 
and their instruments for the music of the 
Lord, which King David had made to praise 
the Lord, saying, “For His mercy endures 
forever,” with the hymns of David. The 
priests sounded trumpets opposite them, 
while all Israel stood. 7Solomon conse- 
crated the middle of the court of the house 
of the Lord. He offered burnt offerings and 
the fat of the peace offerings, because the 


bronze altar Solomon made was not able to 


ware foreshadows Pentecost (see 3Kg 18:30-38; 1Ch:21:26). 
3 Here, and throughout the history of Israel and the Church, God's people worshiped and praised | 
ETA iT 0 | tn | TH tty BAe 


receive the burnt offerings, the grain offer- 
ings, and the fat. SAt that time Solomon 
kept the feast for seven days, and all Israel 
kept it with him, a very great assembly 
from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook 
of Egypt. And on the eighth day they held 
a sacred assembly, for.they observed the 
dedication of the altar, for seven days. On 
the twenty-third day of the seventh month, 
he sent the people away to their habita- 
tions, joyful and glad of heart for the good 
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the cross to save not only the Jews, 
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that the Lord had done for David, 
Solomon, and for His people Israel. 


“=. God Appears Again to Solomon -= 


'\So Solomon finished the house of the 
Lord and the king’s house, and Solomon 
successfully accomplished everything that 
came into his heart to do in the house of the 
Lord and in his own house. !2Then the Lord 
appeared to Solomon by night and said to 
him, “I have heard your prayer and have 
chosen this place for Myself as a house, of 
sacrifice. LIf I shut up heaven and there is 
no rain, or if I command the locusts to de- 
vour the land, or if I send pestilence among 
My people, !4if My people who. are called 
by My name humble themselves and pray 
and seek My face and turn from. their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 
and will be merciful to their sins and heal 
their land.t SNow My eyes will be open and 
My ears will hear the prayer of this place; 
l6for now I have chosen and sanctified this 
house,.so that My name may be there for- 
ever, and My eyes and My heart will be 
there all the day. If you shall walk before 
Me as your father David and do everything 
I have commanded you, and will keep My 
statutes and My judgments; !8then I will es- 
tablish the throne of your kingdom, as I 


covenanted with David your father, saying, | 
‘A man ruling in Israel shall not be re- | 


moved from you.’ !*But if you turn away 
and forsake My statutes and My command- 
ments that I set before you, and go and 
serve other gods and worship them, 2°then 
I will remove you from the land I gave them 
and | will cast from My sight this house 
which I have sanctified for My name, and I 
will make it a parable and a byword among 
all peoples. 

2i\“As to this proud house, everyone who 
passes will be astonished and say, ‘Why did 
the Lord do this to this land and this 
house?’ Then they will answer, ‘Because 
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers 
who brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and embraced other gods and worshiped 
them and served them. That is why He 
brought all this calamity on them.’ ” — 


æ Solomon’s Other Accomplishments «> 


Twenty years after Solomon built the 
house of the Lord and his own house, 


him and settled the sons of Israel there. 


dom, 7All the people who were left of the 


| their sons who were left in the land after 


| his. kingdom. Some. were men of war, cap- 
| tains of his officers, captains of his chariots 
| and his cavalry: Others were chiefs of the 
| officials: of King Solomon, two hundred 
| fifty, whe ruled over the people. 


| priests for ‘their service, the Levites * 


and Elath on the seacoast, in the la 
2Solomon built the cities Hiram had given. 





7:14-16 God's promise is to hear from heaven the prayers of His people. Pay | 


and built all the fortified cities in Hamat} | 


°He built Upper Beth Horon and Lowe, 
Beth: Horon, cities fortified with wajj, | 
gates, and bars, ĉand Baalath and all the 
fortified cities Solomon had, and all the 
chariot cities and the cities of the cavalry, 
and everything Solomon desired to build in- 
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all his king. | 


Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites, who were not of Israel— that js 


them, whom the sons of Israel did no 
destroy—from these Solomon raised forced 
labor, as it is done today. *But Solomon did 
not turn the sons of Israel into servants for 


Now Solomon brought the daughter of 
Pharaoh up;from the City of David to the 
house he built for her. For he said, “My wife 
shall not dwell in the house of David, king 
of Israel, because the place where the ark 
of the Lord has come is holy.” 

12Then Solomon: offered burnt offerings 
to the Lord on the altar of the Lord he bull 
before the temple, according to the dail) 
rate, offering according to the commant 
ment of Moses, for the Sabbaths, the Nev 
Moons, and the three appointed yealll 
feasts—the Feast of Unleavened Bread, tit 
Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Taber 
cles. '4According to the order of David» | — 
father, he appointed the divisions of W| — 


their duties—to praise and serve before W 
priests—as each day’s duty required, ê i 
he appointed the gatekeepers by their i 
sions at each gate, for so David the mana 
God commanded. !5Concerning any mat «| 
or the treasuries, they did not depart oh 
the command of the king to the priests : 
Levites. !6Now all the work of Solomon jè 
well ordered, from the day of the foun i 
tion until Solomon finished the hous* 
the Lord. | nel 
"Then Solomon went to Ezion a af 


Edom. #And Hiram sent him ships PY i) 
hand of his servants, and servants ry 
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knew the sea. They went with the servants 
of Solomon to Ophir, where they acquired 
four hundred fifty gold talents and brought 
them to King Solomon. 








king made walkways of pine wood for the 
house of the Lord and for the king’s house, 
and harps and stringed instruments for the 
singers, and there were none such as these 
| seen before in the land of Judah. '2Now 
King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba 
everything she desired, whatever she 
asked, much more than she had brought 
| King Solomon. So she returned to her own 
land. 


= The Queen of Sheba Pays a Visit = 


Now when the queen of Sheba heard 
of the fame of Solomon, she came to 
Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard ques- 
tions. She brought a very great retinue, 
camels that bore spices, an abundance of | 
gold, and precious stones. And when she ~ Solomon’s Material Wealth 7. 

| 

| 

| 





came to Solomon, she spoke with him 'SThe weight of gold that came to 
about everything in her heart. 2Solomon | Solomon yearly was six hundred Sixty-Six 
answered all her questions. There was | talents of gold, lnot including what the 
nothing too difficult for Solomon to explain | traveling merchants and traders brought. 
to her. °And when the queen of Sheba had | And all the kings of Arabia and governors 
seen Solomon’s wisdom, the house that he | of the country brought gold and silver to 
had built, the food on his table, the seating | King Solomon. “And King Solomon made 
of his servants, the service of his waiters | two hundred large shields of hammered 
and their apparel, his cupbearers and their | gold. Six hundred shekels of hammered 
apparel, and the burnt offerings he made in | gold went into each’shield; and each shield 
the house of the Lord, she was, beside her- | weighed six hundred shekels of gold. !6He 
self. l also made three hundred shields of ham- 
She said to. the king, “What I heard in | mered gold. Three hundred shekels of gold 
my own land about your words and your | went into each shield. The king put them in 
wisdom was true. SHowever, 1 did not be- | the House of the Forest of Lebanon. 
lieve their words until I came and saw with And the king made a great throne of 
my own eyes. And indeed what they told | ivory from elephant tusks and overlaid it 
me was not the half of the greatness of your | with pure gold.t !8There were six steps fas- 
wisdom, You exceed the fame I heard. | tened to the golden throne, and there were 
‘Happy are your men, and happy are these | armrests on either side of the place of the 
servants of yours who stand continually | seat, and two lions stood beside the arm- 
before you and hear your wisdom! 8Blessed | rests.t !%Twelve lions stood beside the six 
be the Lord your God, who was pleased to | steps. Nothing like this had been made for 
set you on His throne to be king for the | any other kingdom.t 2°All King Solomon’s 
Lord your God! Because your God loved Is- | drinking vessels were gold, and all the ves: 
rael and established them forever, He made | sels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon 
you king over them to do justice and righ- | were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this 
teousness,” 9And she gave the king one | was accounted as nothing in the days of 
hundred twenty talents of gold, a great | Solomon.: 2!The ‘king’s ships went to 
quantity of spices, and precious stones, | Tarshish with Hiram’s servants; Once every 
‘nere were never such spices as those the | three years the merchant ships returned, 
dueen of Sheba gave King Solomon. | | loaded with gold: and silver and elephant 
The servants of Hiram and the servants | tusks and monkeys. 
of Solomon also brought gold from Ophir | So King Solomon surpassed all the 
and pine wood. and precious stones. !!The | kings of the earth in wealth and wisdom,t 





9:17 Solomons throne is a type of the Virgin Mary. “Thou art the royal Throne which angels surround, 
*eeing upon it their very King and Lord” (JohnDm), “She is not merely a companion but she also stands 
àt God's right hand, for where Christ sat in the heavens, that is, at the ‘right hand of majesty’ (Heb 1:3), 
„Sre too she also takes her stand, having ascended now from earth into the heavens, Not merely does. 
‘ne love and is loved in return more than every other, according to the very laws of nature, but she is 
ruly His Throne, and wherever the King sits, there His Throne is set also, And Isaiah beheld this Throne 
a Midst the choir of cherubim and called it ‘high’ and ‘exalted’ (Is 6:1)" (GrgPal). 
i 8 The six steps symbolize the completeness of Christ's work in overcoming the flesh. 

‘19 The lions symbolize the apostles, saints, and martyrs, | 

‘*€-28 Christ's heavenly kingdom is foreshadowed in Solomon's earthly kingdom. 
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23And all the kings of the earth sought the | men who had grown up with: him, wilde 
presence of Solomon to hear the wisdom | before him. ®And he said to them, “What at iy 
God put in his heart. 24Each man brought | your advice? How should I answer this p 
his present, articles of silver and gold, gar- | ple who spoke to me, saying, ‘Lighten the 
ments, oil of myrrh, spices, horses, and | yoke your father put on us’?” i 
mules, at a set rate every year. Solomon l0Then the young men who had grown | 
had four thousand female horses for chari- | with him spoke to him, saying; “This is how | 
ots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom | you should speak to the people who, spoke 
he stationed in the chariot cities and with | to you, saying, ‘Your father made our y ke 
the king at Jerusalem. 26So he reigned over | heavy, but you make it lighter on us’—this 
all the kings from the river to the land of | you shall tell them: ‘My little finger stati 
the foreigners, as far as the border of | thicker than’ my father’s waist! "And noy 
Egypt. 27The king made silver as common | whereas my father put a' ‘heavy yoke o on 
in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar | you, I will 'àdd to your yoke. My fat ther 
trees as abundant as the sycamores of the chastised you with whips, but I will ct ia 
lowland. 28And they brought Solomon tise you with scorpions.” ~ E 
horses from Egypt and from all lands; 2S0 Jeroboam and all the people camel | 
~ | Rehoboam on the third day, as the king hi ad 
an The\Death of Solomon. | directed; ‘saying, “Come back to me thre E 
- Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first | days from now.” And the king ans aped | 
and last, are they not writtemin the words of : them roughly. King Rehoboam rejected the 
Nathan the prophet; in thë pr eohecy or Ahr | advice of the elders and spoke to them a¢ | 
jah the Shilonite, and in the’ visions of Joel | cording tö the advice of the young met, 
the seer concerning Jeroboam the Son of | saying, “My father made your yoke he | 
Nebat? *°Solomon reigned’ in Jerusalem | put I will add'to it. My father chastised yo 
over all Israel forty years. “Then Solomon | with whips, but I will ‘chastise you y 
rested with his fathers and was buried in the | scorpions!” 5So the king did not listen t 0 
City of David his father. Rehoboam his.: son the people, for this turn of events was from 


reigned in his place. God, so the Lord might fulfill the word He 
had spoken’ by the hand of Ahijah he e 
Shilonitė to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 
-16Now when all Israel saw that the kt cing 
did not listen to them, the people ansW 
the king, saying, “What share have we i it 
David? What inheritance do we’ have in the e 
son of Jesse? Every man to your tents, © 
rael! Now’ see'to your own house, David! 
So all Israel departed 'to their tents. "AM ‘ 
the men of Israel dwelt in the cities of Ju 
dah, and Rehoboam reigned over theth | 
Then King Rehoboam sent’ Hadoram | 
who was in charge of revenue, but neg 
dren of Israel stoned him with stones, 4 
he died. Therefore King Rehoboui 
mounted his chariot in haste to flee 
Jerusalem. !9So Israel has been in rebe 
against the house of David to this day: 


-Aie The Prophecy of Shenae 


| 

fi 

Jia When Rehoboam came A z 
he assembled on hundred € dal) 









































æ Revolt against King Rehoboam - SP 
] Rehoboam went. to Shechem, forvall 
Israel went to Shechem to make him 

king.t 2So when Jeroboam the son of Nebat 
heard it—he was in Egypt; where he had 
fled from the presence of King Solomon— 
Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3Then they 
sent for him and called him. And Jeroboam 
and all Israel came and spoke to Reho- 
boam; saying, *“ Your father made our yoke 
heavy. Now therefore, lighten the burden- 
some service of your father and the heavy 
yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.” | 
‘So he said to them, “Come back toime in 
three days.” And the people departed... 
Then King Rehoboam gathered the el- 
ders who stood before:his father!Solomon 
while he still lived and said, “How do you 
advise me to answer these people?” 7And 
they spoke to him, saying, “If you are kind to 
these people and please them! and speak 
good words to them, they will be your ser- | thousand young men, warriors Tiom du 
vants forever,” #But he rejected the advice’ | and Benjamin, to fight against Israet 
the elders gave him and cons ited the young restore the kingdom to Reon 5 j 


10: 1-11 Rehoboam’ 5 ‘foolishness was used by the Lord for His: purposes (v. 15), Noam eqs Wy 


11:1-4 God allowed the schism between Judah and Israel so that He might gather together ane | 
strengthen all those in Israel whose heart was set towards Him (16:9). > azii 5s 
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the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the 
man of God, saying, °““Speak to Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon and to all Judah and 
Benjamin) saying, “‘Thus says the: Lord: 
“You shall not go up and fight against your 
brethren! Let’ every man return to his 
house, for this is from Me.”’” And they 
obeyed the words of the Lord and turned 
back from marching against Jeroboam. 


a Defensive Fortifications SP 
5Sgo Rehoboam. dwelt in Jerusalem and 
built cities with walls in. Judah,.°He -built 
Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, ’Beth. Zur, So- 
choh, Adullam, Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 


| %Adoraim, Lachish,- Azekah; !°Zorah,, Ai- 
jalon, and Hebron, walled cities which be- 


long to Judah.and. Benjamin. !'He fortified 


| them with walls and put:captains in, them 
| and stores of.food, olive oil, and wine. in 


every city he put shields and spears and 
made them very strong, and they belonzed 


to Judah and Benjamin. }*And-the priests 


and the Levites throughout Israel gathered 


| to him from all their regions." “For. the 


Levites left the habitations of their, posses- 
sions and came to. Judah and Jerusalem, 


| because Jeroboam. and his, sons had, re- 
jected them from serving the Lord, Then 


he appointed for himself, priests. for the 
high places and the idols, and the vain 
things and the calves Jeroboam had made. 
'6Then Jeroboam cast them out of the tribes 


of Israel, those who had set their heart on 
seeking the Lord. God of Israel, and they | 
| came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord | 
| God of their fathers. 7S0 they strengthened 
| the kingdom of Judah and strengthened 


| Rehoboam the son of Solomon for three 


| halath, the daughter of Jerimoth the son of- 


years, because he walked in the ways of 
David and Solomon for three years. 
œ. Rehoboam’s Family > © 

‘’Then Rehoboam took as his wife Ma- 


iy 


David, and of Abihail the daughter of Eliah 


| the son of Jesse. 9And she bore him chil- 


— a = 





| dren: Jeush, Shamariah, and Zaham. 





word or our epistle” (2Th 2:15). 
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20Then he took Maachah the daughter of 
Absalom, and she bore him Abijah, Attai, 
Ziza, and Shelomith. Now Rehoboam 
loved Maachah the daughter of Absalom 
more than all his wives and concubines, for 
he took eighteen wives and thirty concu- 
bines and begot twenty-eight sons and 
sixty daughters. 2 And Rehoboam ap- 
pointed Abijah the son of Maachah as chief 
to be the leader among his’ brothers, for he 
intended to make him king: He grew 
more powerful than all his sons throughout 
the territories of Judah and Benjamin and 


in‘all the fortified cities, and he gave them 


— MMMM 


provisions in abundance. He also 


many wives for them. , 
«=. Egypt Invades Judah -=> 

I Y When Rehoboam’s kingdom was 

Z4 established and ‘strengthened, he 
forsook the commandments of the Lord, as 
did all Israel along with him:t 2And in the 
fifth year of Rehoboam’s reign, Shishak 
kine'of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, 
because they sinned against the Lord. *And 
he brought twelve hundred chariots, sixty 


sought 


| thousand horsemen, and people without 
| number who came with him from Egypt— 


the Lubim and the Sukkiim and the 
Ethiopians. 4And he took the fortified cities 
of Judah ‘and came to Jerusalem. ‘Then 
Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam 
and the leaders of Judah, who. were gath- 
ered together in Jerusalem because of 


-~Shishak; and said to them; “Thus says the 


Lord: ‘You: have forsaken Me, and I shall 
forsake you in the hand of Shishak.’ ”t ®So 
the leaders of Israel and the king were 
ashamed and said, “The Lord is righteous.” 
7Now when the Lord saw that they re- 
pented, the word of the Lord came to She- 


-maiah, saying, “They repented. Therefore | 
will not destroy them, and I will grant them 


some deliverance. My wrath shall not be 
poured out on Jerusalem; ®nevertheless, 
they will be servants of the king, and they 
will know My service as well as the service 
of the kingdom of the land.” 





| 11:13-17 Those with right worship were rejected (v. 14) by Jeroboam because they served and “sto! 
| Worshipped God according to the traditions established by God through their fathers (v. 16). St. Paul 
| ‘Peaks of the importance of holding steadfastly to “the traditions which you were taught, whether by 


Vt Maer that Rehoboam and all Israel turned away from God (v. 1), but Judah is not mentioned (see ` 
| ae Although the people forsook God, after they repented He did not destroy them, but rather al-"- 
: arene to be brought under servitude by the enemy (v. 8). Only Christ, who alone is righteous | 
- 6), will be able to bring complete deliverance to all who humble themselves before Him. %7 ^ ~ 
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-9S0 Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem and took the treasures 
of the house of the Lord and the treasures 
of the king’s house. He took everything. He 
even carried away the gold shields 
Solomon: had made.t Then Rehoboam 
made bronze shields in their place and 
committed them to the hands of the cap- 
tains of the guard who guarded the door- 
way of the king’s house. And whenever 
the king entered the house of the Lord, the 
guard would go and bring them: out. Then 
they would take them back into the guard- 
room. !2When Rehoboam repented, the 
wrath of the Lord turned from him, and He 
did not destroy him completely. Things | 
went well in Judah. 





——— 


æ Rehoboam’s Reign Ends > ; 

l3Thus Rehoboam strengthened himself 
in Jerusalem and reigned: Now Rehoboam | 
was forty-one years old when he became 
king, and he reigned for seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city the Lord had chosen out 
of all the tribes of Israel to put His name 
there. His mother’s name was Naamah, an | 
Ammonite woman: !*And he did evil. be- 
cause he did not direct his heart to seek the 
Lord. !5The acts of Rehoboam, first and 
last, are they not written in the book of 
Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the seer 
concerning genealogies? And Rehoboam 
waged war against Jeroboam all their days. 
l6So Rehoboam died and rested with his fa- 
thers, and was buried in the City of David. 
Then Abijah his son reigned in his place. 


æ. Abijah Is King of Judah v= 
] In the eighteenth year of the reign 
-~ of Jeroboam, Abijah became king 
over Judah. *He reigned three years. in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Micha- 
iah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And 


there was war between Abijah and Jero- 
boam, *Abijah set a battle in array with an 
























army of valiant warriors, four hundred — 


thousand mighty men. Jeroboam also drew 
up in battle formation against him with 
eight hundred thousand mighty men of 
valor. | ion 





12:9-12 The gold shields are now bronze, a symbol 
been reduced by sin in just one generation, 


13:4-20 Abijah testifies that those who keep the command of the Lord (v. 
against the enemy, and do not cease to worship God according to the ways and traditions of tho: ine? 
came before, True worship of God will be realized in the Church, for as Christ cas the ee tie 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him" (n423 
13:5 A covenant of salt: Salt is a symbol of an indissoluble covenant (see note on Lv 2:13): = Aia | 





P 


Jon ae | 








4Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim 
which is in the mountains of Ephraim, ang 
said, “Hear me, Jeroboam and all Israe|t | 
5do you not know that the Lord God of |g. 
rael gave the dominion over Israel to Dayid 
and his sons forever by a covenant of salt 





Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant 


of Solomon the son of David, rose up and 
rebelled against his lord. 7Then worthless | 
rogues gathered to him and strengthened 
themselves against Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and | 
inexperienced and could not withstand 
them. 8And now you think you can stand 
against the kingdom of the Lord, which s | 
in the hand of the sons of David. You area | 
great multitude; and you have as gods the 
golden calves Jeroboam made for you. “Did 
you not cast out the priests of the Lord, the 
sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made 
priests for yourselves from the peoples 0 
the land, so that whoever comes to conse 
crate himself with a young bull and sevet 





‘rams may be a priest of things that are not 


gods? 
- 10“But we have not forsaken the Lord ou! 
God, And the priests who minister to t 


ii. 


"t rA a: Pri å F m — Fr = t 24 =- _ A E aA Ei 


a -y m l Oe Pri P rri —y 


Lord are the sons of Aaron, and the Levits | — 


attend to their duties. !'And every mornin 


| and every evening they offer burnt sac 


fices and sweet incense to the Lord, alt 


they set the showbread in order on the puf 


gold table, and the golden lamp stand W“ 
its lamps to burn every evening. For We 
keep the command of the Lord God of oul | 
fathers, but you have forsaken Him. "| 
ten, Israel, God Himself is with us as °° 
head, and so are His priests, with tru! iy 
to sound the alarm over us. Children oft 
rael, do not fight against the Lord God 
your fathers, for you shall not prospe“ . 
t3And Jeroboam sent men to slip De® 
Judah, so Jeroboam would be in front 0 
dah with an, ambush being behind th 
"Judah looked back, and behold, a 9% 
line was behind them and in front of &, 
And they cried out to the Lord, a9)» 
priests sounded the trumpets. ©The? f 
men of Judah shouted. And as the met 


e 
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of how the proud glory of Solomon's kingdom h 
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11) are those who hold i) 
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Judah shouted, God struck Jeroboam and | 
all Israel before Abijah and Judah. !6And 


the sons of Israel fled before Judah, and | 


God delivered them into their hands. 
i7Then Abijah and his people struck them 
with a great slaughter, and five hundred 
thousand mighty men of Israel fell slain. 
is8Thus the sons of Israel were subdued on 
that day, because Judah relied on the Lord 
God of their fathers. 

Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took 
cities from him: Bethel with its villages, Je- 
shanah with its villages, and Ephrain with 
its villages. 2°So Jeroboam did not recover 
strength again in the days of Abijiah. And 
the Lord struck him, and he died. 

2iHowever, Abijah grew mighty. He mar- 
ried fourteen wives and begot twenty-two 
sons and sixteen daughters. “Now the rest 
of the acts of Abijah and his ways ard his 
sayings are written in the annals of the 
prophet Iddo. 3And Abijah died and rested 
with his fathers. They buried him in the 
City of David. Then Asa his son reigned in 
his place. In his days, the land of Judah was 
quiet for ten years. 


-® Asa Is King of Judah -=> 
| Asa did what was good and proper 
in the eyes of the Lord his God, ?for 
he removed the altars of the foreign gods 
and the high places and broke down the 
sacred pillars and cut down the groves. *He 


commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of 
their fathers and to observe the law and the 





commandments. *He also removed the | 


altars and the idols from all the cities of 
Judah, and the kingdom was quiet under 
im. 5He was able to build walled cities in 


Judah, for the land had rest. There was no | 


War in those years because the Lord gave 
nim rest. "Therefore he said to Judah, 

‘Because we sought the Lord our God, let 
US build these cities and make walls around 

iem, and towers, gates, and bars in the 
and we rule. We sought Him, and He gave 
WS rest on every side, and we have pros- 
vered” 7A sa had an army of three hundred 
; °USand from Judah who carried shields 
ad Spears, and from Benjamin two hun- 
fed fifty thousand men who carried 





IGET and drew bows. All these were 
mighty men of valor.t 
‘Then Zerah the Ethiopian came against 


them with an army of a million men and 


three hundred chariots, and came to Mare- 
shah. 9So Asa went out against him, and 
they set the troops in battle array in the val- 
ley to the north of Mareshah. VAnd Asa 
cried out to the Lord his God and said, 
“Lord, with You it is not impossible, 
whether with the many or with the few. 
Strengthen us, Lord our God, for we trust 
in You. And in Your name we go against this 
multitude. Lord our God, do not-let man 
prevail against You!” 

11So the Lord struck the Ethiopians be- 
fore Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. !2And 
Asa and the people with him pursued them 
to Gerar, and the Ethiopians were so de- 
feated they could not recover. They were 
crushed before the Lord and His army. And 
they carried away a great. deal of spoil. 
8Then they. cut off all the villages round 
about Gerar, for the fear of the Lord came 
upon them; even so, they plundered all 
their cities, for they had a great amount of 
spoil in them. !*They even tore down the 
enclosures for the livestock. Then they took 
many of the sheep and camels and re- 


turned to Jerusalem. 
] Now the Spirit of God came upon 
Azariah the son of Oded. “And he 
went out to meet Asa and all Judah and 
Benjamin, and said, “Hear me, Asa, and 
all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with 
you while you are with Him. If you seek 
Him, He will be found by you, but if you 
forsake Him, He will forsake you.t °For a 
long time Israel was without the true God, 
without a teaching priest, and held to 
what is not the law.t *But when in their 
trouble they turned to the Lord God of 
Israel and sought Him, He was found by 
them. *In those times, there was no peace 
for the one who went out or the one who 
came in, but great terror of the Lord was 
on all the inhabitants of the lands. ®So 
nation destroyed nation and city against 
city, for God troubled them with every 


-=, Asa Brings Reforms SP 





14:7-10 Asa was outnumbered by the Ethiopians almost two to one, but he knew the Lord could give 


hi 
15. D victory with the many or with the few. 


for ‘2 From the time Adam first walked the earth (Gn 2:16, 17), God has been laying out the conditions 


a ation, He will be found by all who seek Him. 


tha 





In Israel and in the Church, the teaching ministry of the priest is of utmost importance (see 
4:11). Without it, the people will not know the true God. (E: 
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“sity. 7 ` strong and do not let Ge al 
ERASE NEK ror there is a reward ] £ Inthe thirty-eighth year of the reign, 
for your work.”t | | | of Asa, Baasha king of Israel Came | 
“s\Vhen Asa heard these words and the | up against Judah and built Ramah, $0 that 
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took | no one could go out or come in to Asa king 
courage and removed the abominations | of Judah.t 7Then Asa brought silver and 
throughout ‘the land of Judah and Ben- | gold from the treasuries of the house of the 
jamin, and the cities he took in the moun- | Lord and the king s house. He sent them to 
tains of Ephraim. And he restored the altar | the son of Hadad the king of Syria, who 
of the Lord before the temple of the Lord.t | dwelt in Damascus, saying, *“Let there bea 
Then he gathered all of Judah and Bèn- | treaty between you and me, as there was 
jamin, and those who dwelt with them from | between my father and your f ather. Here, | 
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, for they | have sent you silver and gold. Come and 
came over to him in great numbers from Is- | drive away Baasha king of Israel so that he 
rael when they saw that the Lord his God | will withdraw from me.” a deseoa 
was with him. | | 4So the son of Hadad heeded King Asa 
10So they gathered together at Jerusalem | and sent the captains of his armies against 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of | the cities of Israel. They attacked Ijon, Dan, 
the reign of Asa. And at that time, they of- | Abel Maim, and all the areas around Napi 
fered to the Lord seven hundred calves and | tali. 5Now. when Baasha. heard it, he 
seven thousand sheep from the spoil they | stopped building Ramah and ceased his 
had brought. Then they entered into. a | work. "Then King Asa took all of Judah, 
covenant to seek the Lord God of their fa- | and they carried away the stones and tim- 
thers with all their heart and with all their | per of Ramah which. Baasha had used for 
soul. !3Whoever would not seek the Lord | building. With them he built Geba and Miz 
God of Israel was to be put to death, small | pah. 
or great, man or woman. "With, a loud | 
voice and trumpets and rams’ horns they 
took an oath before the Lord, '!*And.all of 
Judah rejoiced at the oath, for they had 
sworn with all their heart and sought Him 
with all their soul. And He was found by 
them; and) the Lord gave them. rest. all 
around. (et ITSA 
l6And he removed Maachah his mother | 
from being queen mother because she 
served the Asherah; and he cut down the 
idol and burned it at' the Brook Kidron. 
7But the high places were not removed, 
and they still existed in Israel. But the heart 
of Asa was loyal all his days. !8He also 
brought the things his father had dedicated 
and that he himself had dedicated—silver 
and gold and utensils. el) 
And there was no war until the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of Asa, ` | 


~ Asa’s Treaty with Syria’s King s» 





Ee 


œ Hanani’s Prophecy to Asa > _ 
7And at that time, Hanani the prophet 
came to Asa king of Judah and said to hilt | 
“Because you relied on the king of Syni 
and did not rely on the Lord your u% 
therefore the army of the king of Syria® 
caped from your hand. 8Were not “= 
Ethiopians and the Lubim a large 2 
courageous army with a great many a 
ots:and horsemen? Yet, because. you rel | 
on the Lord, He delivered them into Y 
hand, °For the eyes of the Lord look "S, 
the whole earth and strengthen every i a 
that is loyal to Him. In this you did 10, 
ishly, and from now on you shall eat 
he 










wars.” Asa was angry at the prophet ® 
he put him in prison, for because of t , Ast 
was enraged at him. And at that timè “i 

oppressed some of the people. — of 


| 








i 
| yn 


T 
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strong in the Lord, for His “strength is made perfect in weak | 


15:7 The prophet admonishes Asa to be 

ness” (2Co 12:9), ~ ty ; i A yo £ 
15:8-15 The great numbers represent those who seek God with all their heart and soul, for they W y 
find rest (v. 15) in Him, just as He promised, in the “city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem ME: -| 
(Heb 12:22), which is His body, the Church. io NY 10. SR 
16:1-10 Asa holds a valuable lesson for all believers, After trusting in the Lord for a decisive victory se 
over the Ethiopians (14:7-10), he now seeks victory over Syria by taking silver'and gold from pale 
to buy off the Syrian'king. “Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being mé se j 
perfect by the flesh?” (Gal 3:3). ba et? Word ton tii migom ant Jaw iN 
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-» Sickness and Death of Asa «=> 


uUNow the acts of Asa, first and last are | 
written in the Book of the Kings of Judah | 


and Israel. In the thirty-ninth year of his 
reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and 
his malady was severe. And in his disease 
he sought physicians rather than the Lord. 
350 Asa rested with his ‘fathers. He died ‘in 
the thirty-ninth year of hisreign: !4They 
buried him in the tomb he had made for 
himself in the City of David: And they’ laid 
him in a bed filled with spices and various 
ingredients prepared in a mixture of oint- 
ments. They made’ a very great funeral for 
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. —, Jehoshaphat’s Strength ==, 


And the fear of the Lord fell.on all the 
kingdoms of the lands around Judah, so 


they did ‘not make war against Je- 


hoshaphat. And some of the foreigners 
brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver as 
tribute, and the Arabians brought him 
flocks—seven’ thousand seven- hundred 
rams. 4So Jehoshaphat became increas- 
ingly powerful, and he built fortresses and 
fortified cities in Judah. oo | 
i8He had great works’in Judah, and-in 
Jerusalem men of war, mighty men of 
valor. '*These are their numbers by their fa- 
thers’ houses: of Judah, the captains of 


‘thousands, Adnah the captain; and-with 
| him three hundred thousand mighty men 


æ% Jehoshaphat Is King of Judah fm : : 
| Then Jehoshaphat his son reigned | of valor; Sand-with him was Jehohanan the 


self against Israel.t 2He placed. troops in all 
the fortified cities of. Judah, and: set cap» 
tains in the land.of Judah and inthe. cities 
of Ephraim which Asa his father had taken. 
‘Now the Lord. was iwith > Jehoshaphat, 
because he walked in the former ways:of 
his father David and did not seek idols, ‘but 
sought the Lord-God of ‘his father and 
walked in His: commandments,’ and -not 
according to the deeds of Israel. ‘Therefore 
the Lord guided the kingdom by his 
hand. And all Judah brought’ gifts to 
Jehoshaphat; and he had great wealth and 
honor. *His heart took delight'in the ways 
of the Lord. And moreover, he removed the 
high places and groves from the land of 

Judah. 3 O R 
‘And in the third year of his reign, he 
sent his leaders and the sons of the mighty 
men, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and 
ichaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah, 
d with them he sent Levites, Shemaiah, 
€thaniah: Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemira- 
Moth, Jehonathan;’ Adonijah, Tobijah— 
© Levites, And with them were the priests 


‘Shama and Jehoram, 9So they taught in- 


adah, and had the Book of the Law of the 
ate with them. They went through the 
ues of Judah and taught the people, — 


17:1- 








dolar Jehoshaphat, like his father Asa (15:1-19), starts out well. He resists Israel, which is steeped in 


in his place and strengthened: himi- | captain, and with, him were, two. hundred 


eighty thousand; and- with him -was 
Amasiah the;son. of Zichri, who willingly 
offered himself to the Lord, and: with him 
were two-hundred thousand mighty men of 
valor. From Benjamin, came Eliada, a 
mighty. man.of valor, and- with him were 
two hundred. thousand men armed. with 
bow and shield. 18And with him was-Jeho- 
zabad, who brought one hundred eighty 
thousand prepared for war. !*These served 
the king in addition to those the king put in 
the fortified cities throughout Judah. 


+ King Ahab Hears Micaiah’s 
] N Jehoshaphat had great wealth and 

J honor, and he allied himself by mar- 
riage with Ahab.t ?After several years, he 
went down to visit Ahab in Samaria. Ahab 
killed many sheep and oxen for him and 
for the people with him, and he persuaded 


Prophecy =: | 


him to: go with him to Ramoth Gilead. 3So 


Ahab king of Israel ‘said to’ Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, “Will you go with me against 
Ramoth Gilead?” And he answered him, “In 
time of war, I am like you and my people 
are like your people.’ 4And Jehoshaphat 
said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire of 
the Lord today,”t 


The king Of Israel gathered the 


"Y, and he took delight in the Lord. But he forms an alliance with King Ahab (18:1): This will lead 


~~ agic consequences that will almost destroy the Davidio line (4Kg 11:1). 


| vith assuming that ethnic rather than spiritual ties make the people one; Jehoshaphat allies Judah 


i | rgi ) ONA l | 7 (NM í e 
le lg: Though he doesn’t seem to realize the depth of idolatry and darkness tha 


t has overtaken Israel,» 


1a eh conscience is sending up warning flags that willlater save his | ife (v31). 1; 


At 3€@ note on 3Kg 22:10:15 sy) 
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prophets—four hundred men—and said to 
them, “Shall we go to war against Ramoth 
Gilead, or shall I refrain?” And they said, 
“Go up, for God will deliver this place into 





the king’s hand.” But Jehoshaphat said, “Is | 


there not still a prophet of the Lord here, so 
that we may inquire of Him?” ‘So the king 
of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still 
one man by whom we may inquire of the 
Lord, but I hate him because he never 
prophesies good concerning me, but. al- 
ways evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.” 
And Jehoshaphat. said, “Let not the king 
say such things!” 8Then Ahab called a eu- 
nuch and said, “Bring quickly Micaiah the 
son of Imla!” | 

The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah sat on their thrones clothed in 
their robes. They sat at a threshing floor at 
the entrance of the gate of Samaria, and-all 
the prophets prophesied before them. 
lONow Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
made iron horns for himself and said, 
“Thus says the Lord: ‘With these you shall 
gore the Syrians until they are desiroyed. ” 
And all the prophets prophesied in a sim- 
ilar manner, saying, “Go up to: Ramoth 





| of the city, and to Joash the chief captain, 
| the son of the king; Sand say, “Thus says 


| 


| 


Gilead and prosper, for the Lord will de- | 


liver it into the king’s hand.” 

l2Then the messenger who went to call 
Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen, 
the words of the prophets with one accord 
encourage the king. Therefore let your 
word be like the word of one of them and 
speak encouragement.” !3And Micaiah said, 
“As the Lord lives, I will say whatever my 
God tells me.” Then he came to the king, 
and the king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we 
go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I 
refrain?” And he said, “Go and prosper, and 
they shall be delivered into your hand!” !°So 
the king said to him, “How many times shall 
I make you swear not to tell me anything 
but the truth, in the name of the Lord?” 
l6Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on 
the mountains like sheep that have no shep- 
herd: and the Lord said, ‘These have no 


master; let each return to his house in- 


peace,’” 17And the king of Israel said to Je- 


hoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he does not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 
\8Then Micaiah said, “No, hear the word | 


of the Lord. | saw the Lord sitting on His 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing 
at His right and His left. 'And the Lord 
said, ‘Who will deceive Ahab king of Israel, 
to go up so he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ 


into battle. 





500 


So one spoke in this manner and another 
spoke in that manner. 2”Then a spirit Came 
forward and stood before the Lord, ang 
said, ‘I will deceive him.’ And the Lord said _ 
‘In what way?’ 2'So he said, ‘I will go oy 
and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all hiş 
prophets.’ And the Lord said, “You shall de. 
ceive him and prevail. Go out and do so; 
_ 2*Listen therefore! The Lord put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of 
yours. The Lord declares disaster agains 
you.” 22Then Zedekiah the son of Chena. 
anah approached. and slapped Micaiah on 
the cheek and said, “What sort of spirit of 
the Lord passed by way of me speaking to 
you?” 24And Micaiah said, “Indeed you 
shall see on that day when you go from 
chamber to chamber to hide yourself’ 
25Then- the king of Israel said, “Take Mica- 
iah and return him to Amon the governor 


the king: “Put this fellow in prison. Let him 
eat the bread of affliction and drink the we 
ter of affliction until I return in peace.” 
27And Micaiah said, “If you ever return m 
peace, the Lord did not speak by me.” And 


he said, “Take heed, all you people.” 
“x King Ahab Killed in Battle = 
28S0 the king of Israel and Jehoshaphil 
the king of Judah went up to Ramo 
Gilead. 29And the king of Israel said to | 
hoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and & 
into battle. You put on my robes.” So the | 
king of Israel disguised himself and we! 
30Now the king of Syria had commanded 
the captains of the chariots by sav 
“Fight with no one small or great, but 0 
with the king of Israel.” 3!So when the a 
tains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat. 
said, “It is the king of Israel!” There Je 
they surrounded him to attack. Bu! 


ae 












Syrians, remained standing in ^ qn 
until evening, and at sunset he die 


| him to 
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~ Jehoshaphat Brings Reforms .~. 

Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
] returned in peace to his house in 
Jerusalem.t And Jehu, the son of Hanani 
the prophet, went out to meet him and said 
to him, “King Jehoshaphat, do you help a 
sinner or love one who hates the Lord? 
Therefore, this wrath of the Lord came 
upon you. “Nevertheless, good things are 
found in you, for you removed the groves 
from the land of Judah, and did direct your | 
heart to seek the Lord.” . 

‘So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem and 
went out again among the people from 
Beersheba to Mount Ephraim, and brought 
them back to the Lord God of their fathers t 
“And city by city, he appointed judges in all 
the fortified cities of Judah; Sand said‘to the 
judges, “Watch what you are doing, De- 
cause you are not judging for man but for 
the Lord, and the words of judgment are 
with you. 7Now let the fear of the Lord be 
upon you. lake care and so‘do it, for there 
is no wrongdoing with the Lord our God, 
no partiality nor taking of bribes.” 

‘Moreover in Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat ap: 
pointed some of the Levites and priests, and 
some of the chief fathers of Israel, for the 
Judgment of the Lord and to judge those 
dwelling in Jerusalem. 9And he commanded 
them, saying, “Thus you shall act in the fear 
of the Lord faithfully and with a mature 
heart. 10Whatever case comes to you from 
your brethren that dwell in their cities, 
Whether of bloodshed or offenses against 
aw or commandment, against statutes or 
ordinances, you shall warn them not to tres- 
Pass against the Lord, so that wrath may 
not Come upon you and your brethren. Do. 
‘his, and you will not be guilty of sin. !!Lis- 
ten; regarding Amariah the priest, he is 
head over you in each matter of the Lord. | 
19:1-3 “W 
Those who 


SS E 





are at 





hen we are unwarily joined in friendship with the wicked, we are bound in their sins. . . 
peace are to be admonished not to be afraid of disturbing their temporal peace, if 


2 CHRONICLES 20:11 
Zebadiah the son of Ishmael is the head 
over the house of Judah in every matter of 
the king; and the scribes and the Levites 
will be before you. Be willing and do the 
works, for the Lord will be with the good.” 


æ. Defeat of Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir -7 
2) After this, the sons of Moab and the 
sons of Ammon and others from the 
Meunites came to battle. against Je- 
hoshaphat. 2And some came and told 
Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude 
has come against you from beyond the sea, 
from Syria. They are in Hazazon Tamar” 
(which is En Gedi). 3Jehoshaphat was 





| afraid and set himself to seek the Lord, and 


proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.t 
4So Judah gathered to seek the Lord, and 
trom all the cities of Judah they came to 
seek the Lord. "Then Jehoshaphat stood in 
the assembly of Judah in Jerusalem, before 
the new court in the house of the Lord, Sand 
said, “Lord God of our fathers, are You not 
God in heaven, and do You not rule over all 
the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your 
hand is there not power and might so that 
no one is able to withstand You? 7Are You 
not the Lord who drove out the inhabitants 
of this land before Your people Israel and 


| gave it to the seed of Abraham Your friend 


forever? *And in it they settled and built 
You a sanctuary in it to Your name, saying, 
“If disaster comes upon us, whether sword. 
judgment, death, or famine, we will stand 
before this house and before You, for Your 
name is in this house. It cries out to You in 
our affliction, and You will hear and Save.’ 
“Here are the sons of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount Seir, whom You would not let Is- 
rael capture when they came out of the 
land of Egypt; they turned from them and 
did not destroy them.t Now they are here, 


ey break forth into words of rebuke, And again they are to be admonished to keep inwardly with 
“Ddiminished love the same peace which in their external relations they disturb by their reproving 


voice” (GrgGt), 
19:4-11 | 


he wants to do what is good (v. 


Pearhead a spiritual revival in Judah. _ 


God helped and saved Jehoshaphat because even though he acted foolishly, he has also shown 
11). Jehoshaphat finds mercy and forgiveness in God, who then inspires 


i E Earlier, Jehoshaphat allied himself with evil because his pride had blinded him (18:1); but now he 


earned to put his trust in God, 


aa The sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir represent the powers of darkness, which are 


eing all 


esus says, “in the world 
world” (in 16:33), 





lowed by God to remain in the world until the Last Judgment. These enemi 
aie ' order that through them God might strengthen the faithful and humb 
ae you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 


es bring hardships 
le the proud. As the 
| have overcome the 
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attempting to throw us out of the inheri- 
tance You gave us. Lord our God, will You 
not judge them? For we have no power 
against this great multitude coming against 
us. We do not know what to do to them, but 
our eyes are upon You.” '3Now all Judah 
stood before the Lord, with their wives and 
their children. | i 
l4And the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of 
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Matta- 
niah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly. '°And he said, “Lis- 
ten, King Jehoshaphat, all Judah and in- 
habitants of Jerusalem! Thus says the Lord 


to you: “Do not be afraid nor dismayed be- 
Judah returned to Jerusalem with Je 


cause of this great multitude, for the battle 
is not yours but God’s.? '*Ge down against 
them tomorrow. They will Surely come up 
by the Ascent of Ziz, ana you will find them 


at the end of the river before the Desert of 
Jeruel. You will not need to fight in this 


battle. Understand that the salvation. of the 
Lord is with you, Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do 
not fear or be dismayed. Go. out against 
them tomorrow, for the Lord is with you.” 
1s’And Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to 


the ground, and all Judah and the inhabi- | 


tants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord and 


worshiped Him. And the Levites of the | 


sons of Kohath and the sons of Korah stood 
up to praise the Lord God of Israel. with 
voices loud and high. | ‘cy i 

40So they rose early in the morning and 
went to the Desert of Tekoa. And as they 
went out, Jehoshaphat stood and cried out 
and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem: trust in the Lord your God, 
and you shall be established; trust His 
prophet and you shall prosper.” 2!And he 
consulted with the people, and appointed 
singers and those who should confess and 
praise the beauty of holiness. And they 
went out before the army and said, “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for His mercy endures 


forever.” *2Now when they began to sing | 
and to give praise, the Lord allowed the 
sons of Ammon to fight against Moab and 


Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; 
and they were defeated, 25For the sons of 
Ammon and Moab stood up against the in- 
habitants of Mount Seir and utterly killed 
and destroyed them. And when they had 


20:1 5-22 The Lord is with you (v. 17): This is the 
spiritual battle has already been won by God the 












killed the inhabitants of Seir, they helped, 
destroy, one another. : 4450. when Judah 
came to a place overlooking the dese 








they saw the multitude, and there were 


the dead bodies fallen on the earth. No on, 
had escaped. 2>When Jehoshaphat and his 
people came to take away their spoil, they 
found a great deal of cattle and baggag 
and spoils and precious articles, which they 
stripped off for themselves, and they speni 
three days gathering the spoil because 
there was so much. 76And on the fourth day 
they assembled. in-the Valley of Blessing 
for there they blessed the Lord. That is why | 


that, place has been: called the Valley of 


Blessing until this day. 27Then every mano 


hoshaphat in front of them with great joy, 
tor the’ Lord had made them: rejoice over 
their enemies. 28So they came to Jerusalem 
to-the house of the Lord: with stringed it 
struments and harps and trumpets. “And 
the fear of God was.on all the kingdoms 
the land when they heard that the Lord ha 
fought against the enemies of Israel. * The 
the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for hi 

God gave him rest all around. = = 


AR. King Jehoshaphat’s Reign Is Over 7 


31$9 Jehoshaphat was king over Judab | 
He was thirty-five years old when heb 


came king, and he reigned for twenty-ti" 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name Wê 


Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And bi 
walked in the ways of his father Asa a 
did not turn aside from them, doing right! 
the sight of the Lord, 3But the high plac 
were not taken away, for.the people did™ 
direct their hearts:to the God of their ‘$ 
thers. 34Now the rest of the acts o i 
hoshaphat, from beginning to end, are WA 
ten in the book of Jehu the son of Hang 
who wrote them down in the Book 0! =% 
Kings of Israel. | yi wes) 

Jud 


} 


himself with him to make ships to 8% 
ehos!lt, 















work, wreck your ships, and Ahaziah will 
be unable to go to Tarshish.” 


2 


= Jehoram Is King of Judah ~ 


Jehoshaphat rested with his puiftulig 
and was buried with his fathers in 


reigned in his place.t He had six brothers, 
Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azaryahu, 
Michael, and Shephatiah: all were the sons 
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah. °Their father 
gave them many gifts of silver and gold, 
together with weapons and fortified cities 
in Judah; but he gave the kingdom to 
Jehoram, since he was thé firstborn: 4Now 
when Jehoram was established over his 
father's kingdom, he strengthenéd himseif 
and killed all his brothers; as well ‘as others 
of Israel. °Jehoram was thirty-two vears old | 
when he became king, and ruled for eight 
years in Jerusalem. ®He walked in ihe way 
of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab | 
had done; for Ahab’s daushter’-was his 


the Lord did not wish to destroy the house 
| of David because of the covenant He had 
Made with David, because He had prom- 
ised to give a lamp to him and to his sons 
forever. 

‘In those- days, the F dowiites revolted 


against Judah and set a king over them- 


selves.t 9So Jehoram went out with his offi- 
cers and all his cavalry. He rose by night 
and attacked the Edomites who had sur- 
rounded him and the captains of the chari- 
ots, and the people fled to their tents. 
Thus Edom remained in opposition to Ju- 
dah’s authority to this day, At that time, 
Libnah revolted against the rule of Jeho- 
ram because he had forsaken the Lord God 
of his fathers. !\Moreover, he made ‘high 
Dlaces in the cities of Judah and caused the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem’ to’ commit har- 
lotry, and led Judah astray. | 

“And a letter came to him: from’ Elijah 
the prophet, saying, “Thus says the Lord 

od of your father David, ‘because you 
have not walked in the ways of Je- 
hoshaphat your father, or in the ways of 





the City of David. Then Jehoram his sön 


Asa the king of Judah, but walked in the : 





way of the kings of Tarde Hecatiselyt you 
caused Judah: and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to play the harlot like the har- 
lotry of the house of Ahab; and because 
you have killed your brothers, those of your 
father’s household who were better than 
yourself, '4behold, the Lord will strike your 
people with a great. affliction—your sons, 
your wives, and all your possessions. 5 And 
you will become day by day very sick with 
a disease of your belly, until your belly 
comes out because of the sickness.” 


œ. The End of Jehoram’s Reign SPs 


i6Moreover, the Lord stirred up against 
Jehoram the spirit of both the foreigners 
and the neighbors of the Arabs near the 
| Ethiopians. "And they came up to Judah 
| and invaded it; they carried away all the 
| possessions from the king’s house as well 
| as his sons and daughters, so he had no son 
left except Jehoahaz, the youngest of his 


| sons. |8After ‘all this the Lord struck him in 
wife, and he did evil before the Lord. 7Yet | 


the belly with an incurable disease.t 9And 
in’ the~course of time, at the end of two 
days, his belly came out with the disease, 
and he died in severe pain. His people 
made no funeral for him like the funeral for 
his’ fathers.'2°He was thirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem for eight years. He departed 
without praise and he was buried in the 
City of David, but not in the tombs of the 
kings, i ae 
. Ahaziah Is King of Judah => 

5) And in his place, the inhabitants of 
fed ded Jerusalem made- -Ahaziah, his 
youngest son, king, for the raiders who 
came into the camp with the Arabians and 
the Alimazones killed all the older sons. So 


| Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, 


was made’ king.t 2Ahaziah was twenty 
years old when he became king, and he 
reigned for one year in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Athaliah, the daughter 
of Omri. $He also walked in the ways of the 


house of Ahab, for his mother was’ his 


counselor in sinning. He did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, similarly to the house of 


a4: 1-20 The account of Jehoram serves to warn the Jews, and indeed all men, not to reject God S call: 
ING, 


ie ‘8-10 Edom pgi under Jehoram;iŲ 
Pt under control (4Kg 3:12): 
ts revolt against Jehoram 
21:18-20 The tragic demise of a sinful man. , 


2:1-9 Ahaziah’s is yet another story of a life without God: 


Under Jehoshaphat, whose: heart was towards. God, Ean wed ani 
Libnah, which means “white tree," is a Levitical city in Judah (Jos 21: 13) 
reveals how holiness is repelled by the presence of evil. ' 
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Ahab, for after the death of his father hey 
were his counselors to his destruction. “He 
followed their advice and went with 
Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to 
war against Hazael king of Syria at 
Ramoth Gilead, whose archers wounded 
Joram.t ®Joram returned to Jezreel to 
recover from his ‘wounds the Syrians 
inflicted in Ramah, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son 
of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to 
see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
because he was sick. 

7His going to Jehoram was God’s oppor- 
tunity for Ahaziah’s downfall. For when.he 
arrived, he went out with Jehoram against 
Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had 
anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.t 
8And when Jehu was executing judgment 
on the house of Ahab, he found both the 
princes of Judah, and the sons of Ahaziah’s 


brothers who served Ahaziah, and killed | 


them. "Jehu gave orders to search for 
Ahaziah in Samaria where he was recuper- 
ating, and they brought him to Jehu. After 
they killed him, they buried him, because 
they said; “He is the son of Jehoshaphat, 


who sought the Lord with all his heart.” 


Thus there was no one in the house of 
Ahaziah to assume power over the king- 
dom. 


æ. Athaliah Is Queen of Judah 7- 


Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal heirs of 
the house of Judah.t But. Jehoshabeath 
the king’s daughter took Joash, the son of 
Ahaziah, and stole him away from among 
the king’s sons being murdered, and she 
put him and his nurse in a bedroom, So Je- 
hoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, 
the wife of Jehoiada the priest—for she was 
the sister of Ahaziah—hid him from 
Athaliah, so she did not kill him.t !*He re- 
mained hidden with them in the house of 
God for six years while Athaliah relenes 
over the land. 





22:5 Hazaeli See note on n 4Kg 8: 12-19, 
22:7-9 Jehu: See note on 4Kg 9:1-3, 


22:10-12 As a usurper of power, Athaliah reigned six years but receives ely brief mention. ad 
22:11, 12 Joash was raised up in the house of God under the influence of the priests, and thus esr 
the evil influence of his parents. In a similar way, God intends for righteousness in the heart to gf 


and mature within the Church. 


23:1-11 Jehoiada the priest and those who help him are obedient to God, though evil around them 
would seem to be insurmountable. In the end, they prevail. Òig pa 


throughout Judah and gathered the Leviteg | 


covenant with the king in the house of God 
And he showed them the king’s son and 


= 





the Sabbath shall keep watch over the en- 
trance gates. 5One-third shall be at the kings 


hand, and whoever comes into the hous 


, _| king when he comes in and when he 20% 
1ONow when Athaliah the mother of. 


sions. And he gave them the swords al 


every man with his weapon in his hang 





































æ. Joash Is King of Judah >. 
2 4 In the seventh year, Jehoiag, 

strengthened himself and took the | 
captains of hundreds, Azariah the son g | 
Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanay 
Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the gop | 
of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri 
with him into the house.t 2They went 


from all the cities of Judah, and the leader; | 

of the families of Israel, and they came to 

Jerusalem. | 
3Then all the assembly of Judah madea 


said to, them, “Behold, the king’s son shall 
reign, as the Lord said of the house of 
David. ‘This is what you shall do: One-third 
of the priests and the Levites who enter on 


house. And one-third shall be at the Middle 
Gate. All the people shall be in the courts of 
the house of the Lord. *But let no one come 
into the house of the Lord except the 
priests and those Levites who serve. They 
may go in, for they are holy, but all the pee 
ple shall keep the watch for the Lord. “And 
the Levites shall surround the king on al 
sides, every man with his weapons in his 


will be put to death, They will be with tht 


out.” 
8S0 the Levites and all Judah did even" 
thing Jehoiada the priest commanded. A™ | 
each man took his men who were to be ol 
duty on the Sabbath, along with those WU 
were going off duty on the Sabbath, font 
hoiada the priest did not dismiss the 4! 


shields and weapons which had belo 
to King David that were in the house 
God, Then he stationed all the peo? 


of 


from the right side of the temple to the le! a 
side of the temple, and next to the alte a 
by the temple, and all around the kins 








| 
a} 
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HAnd they brought out the king’s son, put 
the crown on him, gave him the Testimony, 
and made him king. Then Jehoiada and his 


sons made him king and anointed him and | 


said, “Long live the king!” 
~. The Death of Athaliah => 

Now when Athaliah. heard the noise of 
the people running and giving thanks and 
praising the king, she came to the king.in 
the house of the Lord.t !’When she looked, 
there was the king standing by his pillar at 
the entrance, with the leaders and the 
trumpeters around the king. All the people 
of the land were rejoicing and- blowing 
trumpets, along with the singers and. their 
musical instruments,.and those whe led in 
praise. So Athaliah tore her clothes: and 
said, “Treason! Treason!” !Jehoiada..the 
priest went out and commanded the cap- 
tains of hundreds, who were set over the 
army, and said to them, “Take her out of the 
house and slay whoever follows her with 
the sword.” For the priest said, “Do not kill 
her in the house of the Lord.” So they 
seized her; and she went into the king’s 


house by the entrance of the Horse Gate, | 


and there they killed her. | 


= Jehoiada’s Reforms 7- 


l6Then Jehoiada made a covenant be- 
tween himself, the people, and the king, 
that they should be the Lord’s people. 
'7And all the people went to the house of 
Baal and tore it down. They broke its altars 


and idols in pieces, and killed Mattan the | 


Driest of Baal before the altars. '%Also, Je- 
hoiada the priest strengthened the works 
of the house of the Lord in the hand of the 


Driests and the Levites whom David ‘had | 


assigned in the house of the Lord, to offer 
the burnt offerings of the Lord as it is writ- 
ten in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and 
Singing as it was established by David. 


“And the gatekeepers stood at the gates of | 


the house of the Lord so no one unclean 
Should possibly enter. Then he took the 
leaders of the families, the mighty men, the 
£0vernors of the people, and all the people 
Of the land, and brought the king into the 
house of the Lord. Going through the Inner 
Gate to the king’s house, they set the king 
on the throne of the kingdom. 2!So all the 


23:12-15 





24:1-27 Joash was faithful to the Lord until the 










Athaliah is overthrown. Once again, Holy Scripture 
trickery, reminding us the devil is unfaithful even to his own.’ haw ots 
priest Jehoiada died. The passage suggests that Joash | 


2 CHRONICLES 24:12 


people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with 
the sword. 


= King Joash Repairs the Temple .~> 


Dy Joash was seven years old when he 
became king, and he reigned for 
forty years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
~name was Zibiah of Beersheba.t 2Joash did 
what was right in the sight of the Lord for 
all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 2And 
Jehoiada took two: wives and, begot sons 
and daughters. 4After this, Joash set his 
heart on repairing the house of the Lord. 
| So he gathered the priests and the 
| Levites and said to them, “Go out to the 
cities of Judah and gather money from all 
| Israel to repair the house of your God from 
| year to year. See that you do it quickly.” 
| However; the Levites did not do it quickly. 
6So the king called Jehoiada the chief 
priest and said to him, “Why did you not re- 
quire the Levites to bring in the collection 
from Judah and Jerusalem, according to 
the commandment of Moses the man of 
God when he assembled Israel at the taber- 
nacle of witness?” 7For Athaliah, a wicked 
woman, and her sons broke into the house 
of God and gave all the dedicated things of 
| the house of the Lord to the Baals. 8Then at 
the king’s command, they made a chest 
and set it outside at the gate of the house of 
the Lord. *And they made a proclamation 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem, to bring 
to the Lord the collection that Moses the 
servant of God imposed on Israel in the 
desert. ani, 2 SUSE 
And all the leaders and all the people 
gave and brought their contributions. They 
put them into the chest until it was full. |'So 
at that time, when the chest was brought to 
the king’s official by the hand of the 
Levites, and when they saw there was a lot 
of money, the king’s scribe and the high 
priest’s officer came and emptied the chest 
and returned it to its place. They did this 
every day and gathered a great deal of 
money, '*The king and Jehoiada gave it to 
those who did the work of the service of the 
house of the Lord. They hired masons and 
carpenters to repair the house of the Lord, 
and iron and bronze workers to restore the 





portrays the enemy being defeated by — 


relied on the faith of Jehoiada, but did not make that faith his own.) 


ee 
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bored, and by their hand the amount of | Lord delivered a very great army into their 
work being completed increased. They re- | hand, because they had forsaken the Lord 
stored the house of God to its original con- | God of their fathers. They executed judg. 
dition and reinforced it. When they fin- | ment against Joash. 2°When. Syria with: 
ished; they brought the rest of the money to | drew, they had left him severely wounded 
the king and Jehoiada. With this, they made | Then his own servants conspired agains 
articles for the. house of the Lord, articles | him, because of the blood of the sons of Je. 
for serving inthe whole burnt ‘offerings, | hoiada the priest, and killed ‘him on his 
and censers of gold and silver. And they of- | bed. He died, and they buried him in the 
fered burnt offerings in the house of the | City of David; but they’ did not bury him in 
Lord without interruption all the days of | the tombs of the kings. “°Those who ‘con. 
Jehoiada. | spired against him were Zabad the son of 
ou | | Shimeath the Ammonite, and Jehozabad 

| V Death of Jehoiada a the son of Shimrith the Moabite. 2’He had 

l5But Jehoiada grew old and full of.days, | fiye sons. Everything else that is written 
and -he died. He was one nundred thirty | about him is in the annals’ of the Book of 
years old when he died. !°They buried him | the Kings. Amaziah his son reigned i in his 
in the City of David with the kings, because | piace. 
he had done good in Israel.toward God and 
His house.. Now after the „death of Je- 
hoiada, the leaders of Judah came and 
bowed down to the king. And the king lis- 
tened to them. !8And they left the Lord-God 
of their fathers to serve, Asherah and the 
idols. And wrath came on. Judah and 
Jerusalem on that day. But still He sent 
prophets to them to bring them back to.the 
Lord, but they did not listen. The prophets 
testified against them, but they would not 
listen. 

20Then the Spirit of God. came upon 
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, 
who watched over the people, and said to 
him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Why do you 
transgress the commandments of the Lord, 
so that you cannot prosper? Since you for- 
sook the Lord, He shall forsake you.’ ” 2!So 
they conspired against Zechariah, and at 
the command of the king they stoned him 
with stones in the court of the house of the 
Lord. Thus Joash the king did not remem- 
ber the mercy Jehoiada his father had 
shown him, but killed his son, As he died, 
he said, “May the Lord see and judge!” 


m, Death of Joash 1 VTU 

25So after the end of the year, the army of | 
Syria came up ‘against him, They came to- 
Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the 
leaders of the people from among the peo- 
ple, and sent all their spoil to the king of 
Damascus, “For the army of the Syrians 




























BR Amaziah Is King of Judah Mon 

25 -Amaziah was’ twenty-five years old 

when he became king, and he 
‘reigned for twenty-nine: years in Jerusa 
lem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan 0 
Jerusalem,t 2And he did what was right i 
the sight of the Lord, but not with a loyal 
heart. 3As soon as the kingdom was esta 
lished for him, he executed his servani 
who murdered his father the king 
4However, he did not execute their € 
dren, for as it is written in the Law in he 


saying, “The fathers shall not be put U 
death for their sons, nor shall the sons 


son shall die for his own sin” 


| IIN War against Edom T 
5Amaziah gathered the house of i 
then ‘according to their fathers’ hous 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem, and 
over them captains of thousands and 0® 


twenty years old and above, and foul 
there were three hundred thousand ed 
men who could go to war with spea” a 
shield: “And from Israel for one eo: 
talents of silver he hired one hundred the; 


God came to him, saying, “King, the @ 
of Israel will not go with you, for the 
is not with Israel, nor with any of thes 





25:14 Amatlah y ., did what was right insofar as he followed the letter of the law (v. 4), but he a : 
not love the ways of the Lord with a loyal heart, Note how he'spares the children of those who Kile" | 
his father, according to Dt 24:16, yet sets a bad example for his own son Uzaiah, AA likas his father es | 
will one day lift up his heart in pride (26:16), 0 0a: 7# ron Di rio | 


house of the Lord. '8So the wor ikmén la- | came with a small company nyai men, en, but thy. 


Book of Moses where the Lord commands 


put to death for their fathers, but each pet 


tains of hundreds; He numbered them n 


sand mighty men of valor. "But a Pa | 
gol 
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of Ephraim; and if you try to be strong in 
battle, the Lord will cast you down before 
the enemy, for the Lord has power to 
strengthen and to overthrow.” Then 
Amaziah said to the man of God, “But what 
shall we do about the hundred talents | 


gave the army of Israel?” And the man of | 


God answered, “The Lord can give you 
more than this.” !°So Amaziah discharged 


the troops that had come to- him from | 
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and the beasts of the field will come in 
Lebanon, and the beasts came and tram- 
pled the thistle. Indeed, you say you de- 
feated the Edomites, and your heart is 
lifted up to boast. Stay at home now. Why 


should you meddle with trouble and fall, 


you and Judah with you?” | 

“But Amaziah did not listen, as it came 
from God for him to be given into the 
hands of his enemies, since he sought the 


Ephraim and sent them back home. There- | gods of Edom. 2!So Joash king of Israel 
fore their anger was greatly aroused | went out, and he and Amaziah king of Ju- 
against Judah, and they returned home in | dah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, 
great anger. which belongs to Judah. 22And Judah was 

And Amaziah strengthened himself | defeated by Israel, and every man fled to 
and led his people and went to the Valley of his tent. Then Joash the king of Israel 
Salt, where he killed ten thousand of ihe , captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son:of 
sons of Seir.t !2The sons of Judah took ten | Joash. at Beth Shemesh. And Joash 
thousand men captive, brought them to the | brought him to Jerusalem and broke down 
top of the rock, and cast them down from | the walls of Jerusalem. from the Gate of 
there. They were all dashed to pieces.. 2As | Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four hundred 
for the sons of the army Amaziah dis- | cubits. 24And he took all the gold and silver, 


charged so they would not go to war with 
him, they raided the cities of Judah from 
Samaria to Beth Horon and killed three 
thousand in them, and took a great deal of 
spoil. }4After Amaziah, came from the 
Slaughter of the Edomites,-he brought the 
gods of the sons of Seir, set them up to be 
his gods, and bowed down before them and 
burned incense to them. 'Therefore the 
anger of the Lord was aroused against 
Amaziah, and He sent prophets who said to 
him, “Why did you seek the gods of the 
beople who could not rescue their own peo- 
ple from your hand?” !®As he talked with 
him, the king said to him, “Have we made 
you the king’s counselor? Be careful so that 
you are not scourged!” Then the prophet 
ceased, and said, “I know that God deter- 
mines to destroy you, because you did not 
heed my advice and you did this thing.” 


æ. Judah Defeated by Israel v™ 
Now Amaziah king of Judah sought ad- 


vice and sent to Joash the son of Jehoahaz, | 


the son of Jehu the king of Israel, saying, 
ja ome, let us face one another in battle,” 
And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah 


king of Judah, saying, “The thistle in. 


Lebanon sent to the cedar in Lebanon, say- 
ing, ‘Give your daughter to my son as wife, 


all the articles that were found in the house 


of the Lord with Obed-Edom, the treasures 


of the king’s house, and the sons of mixed 
marriages, and returned to Samaria. 

4“Amaziah the son of Joash king of Ju- 
dah lived for fifteen years after the death of 
Joash the son of Jehoahaz king of Israel. 
26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, from 
first to last, are they not written in the Book 
of the Kings of Judah and Israel? 27When 
Amaziah turned from the Lord, they made 
a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and 
he fled to Lachish, But they went after him 
to Lachish and killed him there. 25Then 
they brought him on horses and buried him 
with his fathers in the City of David. 


A Uzziah Is King of Judah = 


Now all the people of the land took 

Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, 
and made him king instead of his father 
Amaziah.t 2He built Elath and restored it to 
Judah after the king rested with his fathers. 
4‘Uzziah was sixteen years old when he 
became king, and he reigned for fifty-two 
years in Jerusalem, His mother’s name was 
Jecholiah of Jerusalem, ‘And he did what 
was right in the sight of the Lord, according 
to everything his father Amaziah had done: 
‘He sought the Lord in the days of 


25:11-14 Amaziah falls into sins of greed, murder and idolatry. He believes he has defeated the 2 
Edomites, when in fact, their false gods have defeated him and taken his disloyal heart captive, 


er 


26:1-23 Uzziah .., . did what was right by following the commandments, and he sought the Lord with 
e help of the prophet. But like his father before him, he turned away from God, and he.was stricken - 
With leprosy. He was a contemporary of the prophet Isaiah (Is 6:1). OE-A sash 
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Zechariah, who was wise in the fear of the 
Lord. And as long as he sought the Lord, 
the Lord made him prosper. 

6Now he went out and made war against 
the Philistines and broke down the walls of 
Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of 


Ashdod. And he built cities around Ashdod | 


and among the Philistines. “God strength- 
ened him against the foreigners, against 
the Arabs who lived in the rock, and 
against the Meunites. *And the Meunites 
brought tribute to Uzziah. His fame spread 
as far_as the entrance of Egypt, for he be- 
came exceedingly strong. °And Uzziah 
built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner 
Gate, at the Valley Gate, and at the corner 
buttress of the wall, and he fortified them. 


l0He also built towers in the desert. He dug | 


many wells, for he had a great deal of live- 
stock, both in the lowlands and in the 
plains. He had vine-dressers in the moun- 
tains and in Carmel, for he loved the soil. 


llMoreover Uzziah had an army of fight- | 


ing men who went out to war by companies, 


according to the number on their roll as 


prepared by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah 
the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, 
one of the king’s captains. !2The total num- 
ber of chief officers of the mighty men of 
valor was two thousand six hundred. And 
the power of an expert military force, equal 
to three hundred seven thousand five hun- 
dred, was with them to help the king 
against the enemy. '4And for each of them 
in the army, Uzziah prepared shields, 
spears, helmets, body armor, bows, and 
Slings for stones. !5And in Jerusalem, he 
built devices invented by skilled men for the 
launching of javelins and large stones, and 
placed them on the towers and corners of 
the devices. And the fame of his preparing 
for war was heard far and wide, for he was 
helped marvelously till he became strong. 


s, The Pride and Downfall of Uzziah a 

'6But when he was strong, his heart was 
lifted up to his destruction; for he trans- 
gressed against the Lord his God by enter- 
ing the temple of the Lord to burn incense 
on the incense altar. So Azariah the priest 
went in after him, and with him were 
eighty valiant priests of the Lord. !8And 
they challenged King Uzziah and said to 





reign (see Is 6:1). Though the king was righteous, the people acted corruptly. The phrase he did 
enter the temple most likely means he did not enter there to burn incense as his father had wron 


done (26:16-20). 








27:1-9 Prophecy is restored under Jotham, for Isaiah receives his heavenly vision at the beginning fy E 
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him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn jp. 
cense to the Lord, but for the priests, the 
sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to bur | 
incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you haye | 
rebelled against the Lord! You shall have ng 
honor from the Lord God.” 
i9Then Uzziah became furious with the 
priests while holding a censer in his hand 
to burn incense. And while he had a censer 
in his hand to burn incense, leprosy broke 
out on his forehead before the priests in the 
house of the Lord, next to the incense altar 
20And Azariah the chief priest and all the 
priests looked on, for he was leprous on his 
forehead. So they thrust him out of the 
| place. And indeed he hurried, because the | 
| Lord reproached him. 
King Uzziah was a leper until the day 
_of his death, and because he was a leper he 
dwelt in an isolated house and was ex 
cluded from the house of the Lord. Then | 
Jotham his son was over the king’s house, 
judging the people of the land. 22Now the 
rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, 
are written by the prophet Isaiah. “0 
Uzziah rested with his fathers, and they 
buried him with his fathers in the field of | 
burial that belonged to the kings, for the! 
said, “He is a leper.” Then Jotham his so 
reigned in his place. | 


| æ% Jotham Is King of Judah = 
sy) Jotham was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and ^% 
reigned for sixteen years in Jerusalem. ™ 
mother’s name was Jerushah the daught® 
of Zadok.t 2He did what was right in Ù® 
sight of the Lord according to every , 
his father Uzziah had done, although t 
did not enter the temple of the Lord. B 


still the people acted corruptly. “He bull 
the Upper Gate of the house of the b d 


= n o — 





| and he built extensively on the wal 


Ophel. ‘Moreover, he built cities iN Y | 
mountains of Judah, and he built fortress k | 
and towers in the forests. 5He also did OY 
tle with the king of the sons of Ammon" 
defeated them. And the sons of AMM 
gave him one hundred talents of silver `| 
thousand kors of wheat, and ten thous | | 
of barley every year, The king of AM ine 
brought this to him in the first year an“ 
| second year and the third year. nsa 










dno 
d gY 


6So Jotham became mighty, for he di- 
rected his ways before the Lord his God. 
7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham and all 
his wars and his deeds are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
sAnd Jotham rested with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the City of David. Ahaz 
his son, reigned in his place. 


=% Ahaz Is King of Judah m- 
) Q Ahaz was twenty years old when he 


became king, and he reigned. for 


sixteen years in Jerusalem. He did not-do 
right in the sight of the Lord as his father 
David had done.t 2For he walked in the 
ways of the kings of Israel and made 
molded images for their idols. "He burned 
incense in the Valley of the Sow of Hinnom 
and burned his children in the fire. accord- 
ing to the abominations of -‘he nations 
whom the Lord had destvoy«i before the 
sons of Israel. 4He burned incense on the 
high places, on the housetops, and under 
every green tree. 


. Judah Defeated by Syria and Israel =. 

‘Therefore the Lord his God delivered 
Ahaz into the hand of the king of Syria. 
They defeated him and carried away a 
ereat multitude of them as captives, and 
brought them to Damascus. He then was 
delivered into the hand of the king of Is- 
rael, who defeated him with a great slaugh- 


ter, ‘For Pekah the son of Remaliah, the 


king of Israel, killed one hundred twenty 
thousand mighty men in Judah in one day, 
Cause they had forsaken the Lord God of 
their fathers. 7Zichri, a mighty man of 
Dhraim, killed Maaseiah the king’s son, 
rikam the officer over the house, and 
Elkanah, who was second to the king. "And 
the sons of Israel carried away captive 
ree hundred thousand of their brethren— 


“ir Wives, the sons, and their daughters— | 


ma they took away a great deal of spoil 
Sama 


y œ Israel Releases Her Captives 


Wh ul a prophet of the Lord was there 
fore Name was Oded, and he went out be- 
~ the army that came to Samaria and 
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m nem and brought the spoil to. 
ra, 





ne? Ahaz and the people of Judah have allowed themselves to be taken spiritually captive by their 
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said to them, “Look, the wrath of the Lord 
God of your fathers is on Judah. He has de- 
livered them into your hand, but you killed 
them in a rage that reaches up to heaven.t 
10And now do you propose to force the sons 
of Judah and Jerusalem to be your male 
and female servants? Will I not bear wit- 
ness about you before the Lord your God? 


Therefore, now hear me and return the 


captives you took from your brethren, for 
the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you.” 

12Then some of the leaders of the sons of 
Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, 


'Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Je- 


hizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the 


son of Hadlai, stood up against those who 
_came from the war and said to them, “You 
shall not bring the captives here to us, for 


we have already offended the Lord. You in- 
fend to add to our sins and to our guilt, for 
our guilt is great and there is fierce wrath 
against Israel.” 14So the armed men left the 
captives and the spoil before the leaders 
and all the assembly. And the men who 
were designated by name rose up and took 
the captives. From the spoil they clothed all 


who were naked among them, dressed 


them and gave them sandals, gave them 
food and drink, and anointed them. They 
let all the feeble ones ride on donkeys. So 
they brought them to their brethren at Jeri- 
cho, the city of palm trees. Then they re- 
turned to Samaria. 


Assyria Will Not Help Judah > 


'6At that time King Ahaz sent to the 
kings of Assyria to help him. "For again 
the Edomites had come and attacked Judah 
and carried away captives. !8The foreigners 
had also invaded the cities of the lowland 
and the South of Judah and had taken Beth 
Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Sochoh with 
its villages, Timnah with its villages, and 
Gimzo with its villages, and settled there. 
‘For the Lord brought Judah low because 
of Ahaz king of Judah, for he had rebelled 
against the Lord. *°Also Tiglath-Pileser, 
king of Assyria, came to him and struck 
him, “For Ahaz took what was in the house 


of the Lord and the house of the king and 


the leaders, and gave it to the king of As- 
Syria, and he did not help him. 





the pins (v. 19: Is 5:13). Therefore, in order to deter their blasphemy, God delivered them physically into 


Aa as of the kings of Syria and Israel (v. 5). 


allel 15 Righteous men from Samaria treat the captives of Judah with kindness. Note the striking par- 
“IN this Passage (see v. 15) to the story that Jesus told of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:30-37). | 








2 CHRONICLES 28:22 510 | 


=% Sins and Death of Ahaz 7 the holy place to the God of Israel, #They 
2Now in the time of his distress, King | fore the Lord turned His anger against jy, 
Ahaz became increasingly unfaithful to the | dah and Jerusalem, and as you see With 
Lord. And the king said, 23“I shall seek the | your eyes, He gave them up to terror, t] 
gods of Damascus, who defeated me.” And | desolation, and to jeering. *For indeed, þe 

he said, “Because the gods of the king of | cause of this our fathers fell by the swor 
Syria help them, I will sacrifice to them and | and our wives, our sons, and our daughter, 
they will help me.” But they were the ruin | are in captivity. Now it is in my heart to 
of him and of all Israel. make a covenant with the Lord God of Is. 
24So Ahaz gathered the articles of the | rael, to turn the fierce wrath of His anger 
house of God, cut the articles of the house | from us. !'Now do not be negligent, for the 
of God in pieces, shut the doors of the | Lord chose you to stand before Him an 
house of the Lord, and made altars for him- | serve Him, to minister to Him and burn in: | 
self in every corner of Jerusalem. 25And in | cense.” | E 
every single city of Judah he made high Then these Levites arose: the sons of 
places to burn incense to foreign gods, and | Kohath, Mahath the son of Amasai and Joel 
provoked the Lord God of his fathers to | the son of Azariah; of the sons of Merari, 
anger. “Now the rest-of his acts and all his | Kish'the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of 
deeds, from first to last, indeed they are | Jehallelel: of the Gershonites, Joah the son 
written in the Book of the Kings of Judah | of Zimmah and Eden the son of Joah;t Sof 
and Israel. So Ahaz rested-with his fa: | the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel: of 
thers, and they buried him in the city, in | the sons-of Asaph, Zechariah and Matte | 
Jerusalem. But they did not piace him in niah; ltof the sons of Heman, Jehiel and 
the: tombs of the’ kings of israel. Then Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, She 

Hezekiah his son ‘reigned in his place. maiah and Uzzie]. 

ss. Hezekiah Is King of Judah. = eee they gathered their brethren E 
Hezekiah became king when: he Sancufied, themselyes accordinggi al 

) ae emia ie commandment of the king, at the words 0! 
was twenty-five years old, and he : ty diss Tenet 

! | the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord | 
reigned for twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. l6Then the priests went into the housed 
His mother’s name was Abijah the daughter SPE a p ea 
ATE E, ‘op | the Lord to cleanse it, and brought out a 

of Zechariah.t 2And he did what was right the uncleanness they found in the tem 
in the sight of the Lord, according to every- | p r < BB EROUN IDS a 














Fe s of the Lord and in the court of the house 
ng Dis ainen Davie hag gone: the Lord. And the Levites took it out al 
æ Cleansing the Temple 7 carried it to the Brook Kidron. "They bè 


*In the first year of his reign, in the first | gan to sanctify it on the first day of the A 
month, he opened the doors of the house of | month, and on the eighth day of the mo 
the Lord and repaired them. Then he | they came to the vestibule of the Ei 
brought in the priests and the Levites and | They sanctified the house of the Lory 
gathered them in the East Square, 5and | eight days and finished on the sixtee™ 
said to them, “Hear me, Levites! Now sanc- | day of the first month. __ 2 ant 
tify yourselves, sanctify the house of the | 18And they went in to King Hezekiah? 
Lord God of your fathers, and cast out the | said, “We have cleansed everything rete! 
uncleanness from the holy place; for our | house of the Lord, the altar of burnt oe 
fathers trespassed and did evil in the eyes | ings with all its articles, and the table of" 
of the Lord our God. They forsook Him, | showbread with all its articles. Moraan 
they turned their faces away from the | we have prepared and sanctified all Ma 
dwelling place of the Lord and turned their | ticles King Ahaz polluted in his reign at | 
backs on Him, ’They also shut up the doors | his apostasy. We have prepared and sat 
of the temple, put out the lamps, and did | fied them all, and there they are before” 
not burn incense or offer burnt offerings in | altar of the Lord,” s 





29:1-11 Hezekiah prefigures Christ, who opened the doors (v. 3) to heaven, gathered the faithful. and : 
set the captives free (see 4Kg 18:1-8), | farat od a a 
29:12-30 The Levites (v. 12) and priests (v. 16) prefigure the apostles and evangelists, who will resto j 
right worship under Christ's leadership. The Brook Kidron (v. 16) is a type of baptism, which will san 
(v. 17) the faithful. | Wot eu dy viat | | T: 4 
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œ Worship Is Restored «=> Then Hezekiah spoke up and said, 
“Then King Hezekiah rose early, gath- | “Now that you have cleansed your hands 
ered the rulers of the city, and went up to | for the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices 
the house of the Lord. 2'He offered seven | and thank offerings into the house of the 
calves, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven | Lord.” So the assembly brought sacrifices 
male goats for a sin offering for the king- | and thank offerings, and all who were of a 
dom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. Then | Willing heart brought burnt offerings. “And 
he commanded the priests, the sons of | the number of the burnt offerings the as- 
Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the | Sembly brought was- seventy calves, one 
Lord. ?So they sacrificed the calves, and | hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. All 
the priests received the blood and ‘sprin- | nese were for a burnt offering to the Lord. 
kled it on the altar. Likewise they sacrificed | “And there were six hundred consecrated 
the rams and sprinkled the blood on the al- | alves: and. three thousand sheep. “But 
tar. They also killed’the lambs and sprin- | there were not enough priests, so they could 
kled the blood on the altar: Then’ they | 20t Skin all the burnt offerings: Therefore 
brought out the male goats for the sinoifer- | Heir brethren the Levites helped them until 
ing before the king and the'assembiy, and | © task was finished and until the other 
they laid their hands on them, And tie nests had «sanctified themselves; ror sine 
priests sacrificed them. They presented | °V"S. were more Gigent ini sanctifying 
their blood on the altar as a sin offering to _ “2¢™Selves than the priests.t There were 
make an atonement for all’ Israel, forthe Many burnt offerings, with the fat of the 
king commanded that the burnt offering | P&2ce offerings and with the drink offerings 
and the sin offering be made for all Israel. for every burnt offering. So the service of 
And he stationed the Levites in the | Pe house of the Lord was set in order. 
house of the Lord with cymbals, with | Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced 
stringed instruments, and with harps, ac- | Pat God had prepared the people, since the 


cording to the commandment of David and events took place so suddenly.t 
Gad the king’s seer and Nathan the) = Hezekiah Celebrates the Passover =- 
prophet; for this was the commandment of 3 () Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and 
the Lord by his prophets. 26The Levites | Judah and wrote letters to Ephraim 
stood with the instruments of David, and and Manasseh, telling them to come to the 
the priests with the trumpets. 2’Then | house of the Lord at Jerusalem and keep 
Hezekiah commanded them to offer the | the Passover to the Lord God of Israel.t 2For 
burnt offering on the altar. And when the | the king and his leaders and all the assem- 
burnt offering began, they started to sing to bly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the 
the Lord with the trumpets and with the in- | Passover in the second month. For they 
struments of David king of Israel. 28So all | could not keep it at the regular time, 
the assembly worshiped! The singers sang because a sufficient number of priests had 
and the trumpeters sounded until the burnt | not consecrated themselves and the people 
offering was finished. 2#And when they had | had not gathered in Jerusalem, “And the 
finished offering, the king and all who were matter pleased the king and the assembly. 
Present with him bowed. And King | 5So they resolved to make a proclamation 

€zekiah and the leaders commanded the | throughout all Israel from Beersheba to 
Levites to sing praise to the Lord with the | Dan that they should come to keep the 
words of David and of Asaph the prophet. | Passover to the Lord God of Israel at 

0 they sang praises with gladness, and | Jerusalem, since they had not done it in the 
bowed their heads and worshiped. prescribed manner for a long time. 





29:34 The desire of the Levites to be sanctified exceeds that of the priests, showing that it is the state 
of the heart, not the office held, which determines true holiness. ys | | 

29:36 God had prepared the people: Christ warns His followers to watch, for you do not know when |~ 
he Fw eg! the house is coming—lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping (Mk 13:35, 36; see also 
rock Because Judah had fallen deeply into sin, the first week of the Passover feast was not kept to | 
€ letter of the law (wv. 3, 17-19). Yet God heard Hezekiah’s prayer, gave the people singleness of v+ 
low «\ 12), and healed them (v. 20). Hezekiah prefigures Christ, who will do the same for all who fol- 

W Him with contrite hearts in the midst of a broken world. CEN re rg 
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‘Then the runners went throughout all 
Israel and Judah with the letters from the 


king and his leaders, and spoke according | 


to the command of the king, “Sons of Is- 
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the people from Ephraim, Manasseh, Is. 


sachar, and Zebulun had not cleansed 


rael, return to the Lord God of Abraham, | 


Isaac, and Israel: Then He will return to the 
remnant of you who escaped from the hand 
of the king of Assyria. 7Do not be like your 
fathers and your brethren who rebelled 


gave them up to desolation as you see: §Do 
not be stiff-necked as your fathers were. 
Give glory to the Lord God and enter His 
sanctuary, which He ‘sanctified forever. 


| though he is not cleansed according to the 
against the Lord God of their fathers; so He | 





| 


Serve the Lord your God, so that He turns | 


the fierceness of His wrath away from you. 
For if you return to the Lord, your brethren 
and your children will be treated with com- 
passion by those who led them captive, so 
they may come back to this land. For the 
Lord your God is gracious and merciful, 
and He will not turn His face from us if we 
return to Him.” 

10So the runners passed from city to city, 


through Mount Ephraim and Manasseh, 


and as far as Zebulun. But the people 
laughed at them and mocked them. Ney- 
ertheless some from Asher, Manasseh, and 


Zebulun were ashamed and came to. 


Jerusalem. !2At the word of the Lord, the 
hand of God was on Judah to give them sin- 
gleness of heart to obey the command of 
the king and the leaders. 

l¿Now many people, a very great assem- 
bly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast 


of Unleavened Bread in the second month. | 


They arose and took away the altars in 
Jerusalem. And they took away all the al- 
tars on which they burned incense to the 


false gods and cast them into the Brook | 


Kidron. !Then they slaughtered the 
Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of 


the second month. The priests and the | 


Levites were ashamed and sanctified them- 
selves, and they brought the burnt offer- 
ings to the house of the Lord. !“They stood 
in their place according to their custom, ac- 
cording to the Law of Moses, the man of 
God. The priests received the blood from 
the hand of the Levites. "For there were 
many in the assembly who had not sancti- 
fied themselves. Therefore the Levites had 
charge of the slaughter of the Passover 
lambs for all those who were not able to 
sanctify themselves to the Lord, !8Most of 
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30:23-27 Great joy: The second seven days of the feast foreshadow Pentecost. 


present at Jerusalem Kept the Feast of Un. » 


Manasseh—until they. utterly dest 9) 


themselves, but they ate the Passover con. 
trary to what was written. 

But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying | 
“May the good Lord provide atonement for 
everyone who prepares his heart to see, 
God, the Lord God of his fathers, even 


purification of the sanctuary.” 2°And the 
Lord listened to Hezekiah and healed the 
people. 2!So the sons of Israel who were 


m M 


leavened Bread for seven days with great 
gladness. And the Levites and the priests 
praised the Lord every day, singing to the 
Lord with instruments. 

Ana Hezekiah encouraged all the 
iLevites who knew the good knowledge of | 
the Lord. And they completed the feast in 
seven days, offering peace offerings and 
making confession to the Lord God of their 
fathers. And the whole assembly agreed 
to keep the feast for another seven days, 
and so they kept it another seven days with 
great joy.t 24For King Hezekiah began the 
sacrifice for the assembly of Judah with 
thousand calves and seven thousand shee): 
And the leaders began the sacrifice for the 
assembly with a thousand calves and ten 
thousand sheep, and there was an abu 
dance of holy things for the priests. . 

The whole assembly rejoiced alo! 
with the priests and Levites, all the assem 
bly of Judah and those who came from b 
rael, the sojourners who came from thé 
land of Israel, and those who dwelt in Jt 
dah. 76So there was great joy in Jerusalem 
for since the time of Solomon the son | 
David king of Israel there had been ™ 
feast like this in Jerusalem. 2’Then 
priests, the Leyites, arose and blessed bi 
people, and their voice was heard. a 
their prayer came up to His holy dwell!” - 
place in heaven. | 
















~ Priests and People Are Renewed be al 
3] Now when all was completed | 
Israel who were present went oe’ | 
the cities of Judah and broke the a 
pillars in pieces, cut down the groves: © 
cast down the high places and the alta ad 
from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim © 4 


them all. Then all the sons of Isle 
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returned to their own possessions and their 
own cities.t 

2And Hezekiah appointed the divisions 
of the priests and the Levites according to 
their divisions, each man according to his 
service: the priests and Levites for burnt of- 


ferings and peace offerings, to praise, to. 
give thanks, and to serve in the gates and | 
the courts of the house of the Lord. 2The 


king also appointed a portion of his posses- 
sions for the burnt offerings, for the morn- 
ing and evening burnt offerings, the burnt 


offerings for the Sabbaths and the New | 


Moons, and the feasts prescribed in the 
Law of the Lord. 

“Moreover, he commanded the pesnie 
who dwelt in Jerusalem to contribute a por. 
tion for the priests and the Levites so that 
they might devote themselves to the service 
of the house of the Lord. °As soon as the 
commandment was circulated, the sons of 
Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits 
of grain and wine, olive oil and honey, and 
of all the produce of the field. And they 
brought in abundantly the tithe of every- 
thing. “And the sons of Israel and Judah 


who dwelt in the cities of Judah brought | 


the tithe of calves and sheep and the tithe 
of goats and consecrated them to the Lord 
their God, and they brought in offerings 
and laid them in heaps. ‘In the third month 
the heaps began to accumulate, and in the 
seventh month they were finished. #And 
when Hezekiah and the leaders came and 
Saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord and 
His people Israel. Then Hezekiah ques- 
tioned the priests and the Levites about the 
heaps, !9And Azariah, the chief priest from 
the house of Zadok, answered him and 
Said, “Since the people began to bring the 
Offerings into the house of the Lord, we 
have had enough to eat and drink and have 


| 











/hat is left is this great abundance.” 

"Now Hezekiah commanded them to 
brepare rooms in the house of the Lord, 
| 4nd they prepared them. !2Then they faith- 
fully brought in the offerings and tithes. 
Ononiah the Levite had charge of them, 
and Shimei his brother was his helper. !Je- 
Hess Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, 
arabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Be- 
alah were overseers under the hand of 





31:1—32 
faiths 
task 





Dlenty left, for the Lord blessed His people. 





:1 After the feasting comes the work. The events described in this chapter will 
ul of the Church, who have been hard at work since Pentecost, each called to his or her appointed 
according to his or her abilities, performing deeds of faithfulness (32:1) in service to the Lord. 


l 2 CHRONICLES 32:5 


Cononiah and Shimei his brother, at the 
commandment of Hezekiah the king and 
Azariah the ruler of the house of God. 
l4Kore, the son of Imnah the Levite, the 
keeper of the East Gate, was over the 
freewill offerings to God, to distribute the 
offerings of the Lord and the most holy 
things. '°Under him were Eden, Miniamin, 
Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Sheca- 
-niah; his faithful assistants among the 
priests, to distribute to their brethren by di- 
visions, great and small. '*Apart from 
those, males from three years old and up 
were listed in the book of days, for daily 
service by division. !’This was the register 
ot the priests by their father’s house, and 
the Levites from twenty years old and up 
according to their daily duties by divisions; 
sand in the register of all-their sons and 
_daugbpters, their whole company, for in 
their faithfulness they sanctified the holy 
| place. ‘9Also for the sons of Aaron the 














| priests, who were from their cities and in 
| every Single city, there were men desig- 


nated by name to distribute portions to all 
the males among the priests and to all who 
were listed by genealogies among the 
Levites. 
0Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Ju- 
dah, and he did what was good and right 
before the Lord his God. 2!And in. every 
task he undertook in the service of the 
house of God, he sought his God in the law 
and in the commandment with all his heart. 


So he prospered. 
4 = After these things and this faithful- 
ness, Sennacherib king of Assyria 
came to Judah and encamped against the 
fortified cities, thinking to capture them. 
And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib 
came, and that his purpose was to make 
war against Jerusalem, 3he consulted with 
his leaders and commanders to stop the 
water from the springs outside the city, and 
they helped him, *And he gathered many 
people, and they stopped the waters of the 
springs and the river that ran through the 
city, saying, “Let not the king of Assyria 
come and find a lot of water and prevail.” 
And Hezekiah strengthened himself and 
built up all the wall that was broken, raised 
it up to the towers, and built another wall 


“= Assyria Invades Judah .= 





be fulfilled by the 
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outside. He also repaired the fortress of the | them so that they might take the City, 19 
City of David and made many weapons. | they spoke against the God Of Jerusalem | 
“Then he set military captains over the peo- | as against the gods of the people Of the 
ple, gathered them to him in the open | earth, the work of men’s hands- | 
square of the Valley Gate, and encouraged 
ait Saying, ‘“Be strong and courageous. | 
o not be afraid of the king of Assyria, nor | Sapne 
before all the nation with him, for there are | /Saiah, the son of AOZ Dray about this 
more with us than with him. With him'are | 494 cried out to heaven. | And the Lord 
arms of flesh, but with us is the Lord our | Sent an angel, who cut down every mighty 
God, to save us and to fight our battles.” | Man of valor and leader and captain in the 
And the people! were strengthened by the | Camp of the meetin E returned 
words of Hezekiah king of Judah. > | spameracsd ae ang, ir le went into 
’Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his | tHe temple of his god, where some of his 
servants to Jerusalem, while he and ail the | W^ Offspring struck him down with the 
forces:with him laid siege against Lachish, | SWOrd. “Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and 
to Hezekiah king of Judah and to al! Judah | "PS 1anabitants of Jerusalem from the hand 
who were in Jerusalem, saying, !"Thus Of Sennacherib the king of Assyria and 
says Sennacherib king of Assyria: ‘In ‘what | £0 Me hand of all Oner He gave them 
do you trust, that you continue under siege | Test on every, side. And many ie 
in Jerusalem? ''Does not Hezekiah deceive | Sifts to the Lord in Jerusalem and presents 
) ; a py | to Hezekiah king of Judah, so afterwards 
you to give yourselves over to die by h : sail nalo 
famine and by thirst, saying, “The Lord our | 9° Was exalted in the sight of all nat 
God will deliver us from the hand of the æ Hezekiah Humbled and Honored 
king of Assyria”? !2Did not the same at His Death >> Ni 
Hezekiah take away the altars and the high | | -24in those days Hezekiah was sick aii 
places and command Judah and Jerusalem, | near death, and he prayed to the Lord, ant 
Saying, You shall worship before one altar | the Lord heard him and gave him a sig 
and burn incense on it”? "Do you not know | 25But Hezekiah did not repay the favo 
what my fathers and I did to all the peoples | shown him, but exalted his own heart. ! 
of other lands? Were the gods of the nations His anger came upon him, and upon Jud 
of those lands able to deliver their lands | and Jerusalem. 26Hezekiah was humble? 
from my. hand? '*Who among all the gods | because of his exalted heart, he and the 
of those nations my fathers utterly de- | habitants of Jerusalem, but the wrath of i 
stroyed could deliver his people from my | Lord did not come upon them in the days 
hand, that your God will be able to deliver | Hezekiah. =- 
you from my hand? !5Now therefore, do not 
let Hezekiah deceive you or persuade you | 
like this. Do not believe him. For no god of- 
any nation or kingdom was able to deliver 
his people from my hand or the hand of my 
fathers. How much less will your God de- | 
liver you from my hand?’ ” — 
‘Furthermore, Sennacherib’s servants 
spoke against the Lord God and His ser- 
vant Hezekiah. !’He also wrote a letter to 
revile the Lord God of Israel and spoke 
against Him, saying, “As the gods of the na- 
tions of other lands did not deliver their 
people from my hand, so the God of 
Hezekiah will not deliver His people from 
my hand.” !8And they called out with a loud 
voice in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem 
on the wall, to frighten them and trouble 

















æ Assyria’s Defeat 7. : 
““And King Hezekiah and the prophe 





*7Hezekiah had very great riches a 
honor. And he made himself treasuries © 
silver, for gold, for precious stones: 
spices, for shields, and for all kinds 9 a 
sirable items, 28and cities for the harves i 
grain, olive oil, and wine, and stalls fOr 
kinds of livestock, and folds for fl, 
“And he built cities for himself, 2% a 
possessed flocks and herds in abundar 
for God had given him a great deal of PP 
erty. "This same Hezekiah also stop ugh! 
water outlet of Upper Gihon and Dra pi 
the water by a tunnel to the west side ° ji 










City of David. Hezekiah prospered "y| 
his works. However, regarding the iy 
bassadors of the princes of Babylon ¥ ig | 
Babylon sent to him to inquire abOM | 
wonder done in the land, God wit! «| 





32:24-33 Hezekiah’s sickness, the sign he was given, his subsequent sin, and his repentance are je 7 
-discussed at length in 4Kg 20 and Is 38:1—39:8. | ae ayo one 





from Hezekiah in order to test him and 
know what was in his heart. | 
32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah 
and his mercy, indeed they are written in 
the prophecy of Isaiah the prophet the son 


of Amoz and in the Book of the Kings of Ju- | 


dah and Israel. 3S6 Hezekiah rested with 
his fathers, and they buried him in the up- 
per tombs of the sons of David. And all Ju- 
dah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem hon- 
ored him at his death. Then Manasseh his 
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2 CHRONICLES 33:20 








tants of Jerusalem astray to do more evil 
than the nations the Lord had destroyed 
before the sons of Israel. 


œw. Manasseh’s Repentance -7> 
l0And the Lord spoke to Manasseh and 
his people, but they would not listen. 
Therefore the Lord brought against them 
the captains of the army of the king of As- 
syria, who took Manasseh with bonds, 
bound him with fetters, and carried him to 


son reigned in his place. | Babylon. Now when he was in affliction, 
riz ii | he sought the face of the Lord his God and 

~ Manasseh Is King of Judah 7 | humbled himself greatly before the God of 
3 Manasseh was. twelve. vears oid | his fathers, Sand prayed to Him. And the 
J when he became king, and. ke | Lord received his entreaty, heard his cry, 


reigned for fifty-five years in Jerusalem? 
2But he did what was evil in the sight.of the 


and brought him back to Jerusalem into his 
_iimedom. Then: Manasseh knew that the 
Lord, according to the abominations ofthe | 
Gentiles whom the Lord destroyed before | 


Lord- was: God.t 
lt \fter this, he built a wall outside the 


the sons of Israel, *for he turned and rebuilt | City of David on the west side of Gihon, in 
the high places that Hezekiah his: father | the valley, ‘as far as the gate. It enclosed 
had broken down. He raised up pillars for |Ophel, and he raised it to a very great 


ie | 


the Baals and made groves and worshiped 
all the host of heaven and served them, tHe 
also built altars in the house of the Lord, 
where the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem 
shall My name be forever.” °And he built 
altars for all the host of heaven in ithe two 
courts of the house of the Lord. Also he 
caused his sons to pass through the fire in 
the Valley of the Son of Hinnom. He prac- 
ticed soothsaying and bird-augury and sor- 
cery, and consulted mediums and divining 
Spirits. He did much evil in the sight of the 
Lord and provoked Him to anger. 7He even 
set a carved image and a cast image, idols 
he had made, in the house of God, where 
God had said to David and to Solomon his 
50n, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which 
I chose out of all the tribes of Israel, I will 
but My name forever, 8and I will not again 
remove the foot of Israel from the land | 
Zave your fathers; provided they are care- 
ful to do all I have commanded them, 
according to the whole law and the statutes 
and the ordinances by the hand of Moses.” 
So Manasseh led Judah and the inhabi- 





20So Manasseh rested with his fathers, and 


height: Then he put military captains in all 


the fortified cities of Judah. He took away 
the foreign gods and the carved idols from 
the house of the Lord, and destroyed all the 
altars he had built in the mount of the 
house of the Lord and in Jerusalem outside 


the city. “He also repaired the altar of the 


Lord and sacrificed peace offerings and 
thank offerings on it. He commanded Ju- 
dah to serve the Lord God of Israel. Nev- 
ertheless, the people still sacrificed on the 
high places, but only to the Lord their God. 


œ Manasseh’s Death => 

l8The rest of the acts of Manasseh and 
his prayer to his God, and the words of the 
seers who spoke to him in the name of the 
Lord God of Israel—indeed of the word of 
his prayer and how God heard and re- 
sponded to him, to all his sins and rebel- 
lions, and to the sites where he built high 
places and established groves and carved 
images, before he returned—indeed this is 
written among the sayings of the seers. 





33:1-20 Manasseh is a king who began as evil and ended as good. 


33:13 Manasseh prayed to Him. “The Lord God for a while punished him that was addicted to idols, 
and had slain many innocent persons; and yet He received him when he repented, and forgave him his- 
Offenses, and restored him to his kingdom. For He not only forgives the penitent, but reinstates them in 


their former dignity” UohnChr). 


“Now if, looking to the magnitude of his own iniquities, he had despaired of restoration and repen- 
nce, he would have missed. all which he afterwards obtained: but as it was, looking to the boundless-. 

His God's tender mercy instead of the enormity of his transgressions, and having broken in sunder 
e bonds of the devil, he rose up and contended with him, and finished the good course” (Dion). — 








2 CHRONICLES 33:21 





Then his son Amon reigned in his place. 
=. Amon Is King of Judah 7- 


21Amon was twenty-two years old when | 


he became king, and he reigned for two 
years in Jerusalem. 22But he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh 
had done, for Amon sacrificed to all the 


idols his father Manasseh had made and 


served them. And he did not humble him- 
self before the Lord as his father Manasseh 
had humbled himself, but Amon trespassed 
more and more. 
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they buried him in the garden of his house. | throughout the land of Israel, he returned | 


oO a[— 


to Jerusalem. 
æ. Repair of the Temple .= | 
8In the eighteenth year of his reign, after 
he cleansed the land and the temple, he 
sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maa. 
seiah the governor of the city, and Joah the 





son of Joahaz his recorder to repair the 


came to Hilkiah the high priest, they deliy- 
ered the money that was brought into the 


house of God which the Levites who kept 


‘the doors had gathered from the hand of 


house of the Lord his God. 9When they | 





24Then his servants conspired against | Manasseh and Ephraim, from all the rem- | 
him and killed him in his house. But the | nant of Israel, from all Judah and Benjamin » 
people of the land executed ali those who | and these who dwelt in Jerusalem. Then 
had conspired against King Amon. Then | they put it in the hand of the foremen who 


the people of the land made his son Josiah 


king in his place. 

34 Josiah was eight years old when he 
IT became king, and he reigned for 

thirty-one years in Jerusalem.t 2And he did 

what was right before the Lord and walked 

in the ways of his father David. He did not 

turn aside to the right hand or the left. 


æ. Josiah Purges False Worship => 
For in the eighth year of his reign, while 
he was still young, he began to seek the 
God of his father David. And in the twelfth 
year of his reign, he began to purge Judah 
and Jerusalem of the high places, the 


<% Josiah Is King of Judah -~ 


wooden images, the groves, and the molded | 
images, They broke down the altars of the | 
Baals in his presence and the high places | 


above them, and Josiah cut down the 
groves and the carved images and the 
molded images and crushed them to dust, 
and scattered it on the graves of those who 
had sacrificed to them. 5He burned the 
bones of the priests on their altars, and 
cleansed Judah and Jerusalem “and the 
cities Of Ephraim and Manasseh and 
Simeon, as far as Naphtali and all the sur- 
rounding areas. "When he had broken 
down the groves and the altars and the 
idols, beaten the carved images into pow- 
der, and cut down all the high places 








34:1-13 True reform has to do with both the purging of what is false and evil (vv, 3-7) and the repai" 


had the oversight of the house of the Lord. 

and they. gave it to the workmen who 
| worked in the house of the Lord to repair 
and restore the house. !!They gave it to the 
carpenters and builders to buy hewn stone 
and timber for beams to roof the houses the 
kings of Judah had destroyed. !And the 


men were faithful in the work. Their over | 


seers were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, 


pervised; and all the Levites who welt 
skillful with musical instruments; Band 
overseers were over the burden-bearesS 


and those who did work in any kind % 
service; and some of the Levites welt — 


scribes, officers, and gatekeepers. 
æ The Book of the Law Is Found ~ 


that was brought into the house of the Lo“ 
Hilkiah the priest found the Book of thè 
Law of the Lord given by Moses.t The! 
Hilkiah spoke up and said to Shaphan 


scribe, “I found the Book of the Law ” 


the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave tH 
book to Shaphan. !6So Shaphan carried 
book to the king and brought the 
word, saying, “All the money given is 


the house of the Lord, and delivered it int0 the | 


hand of the overseers and the workme® 


ing of what is true and good (w. 8-13), Josiah did both. 


34:14-28 The Book of the Law here discovered is likely the whole Pentateuch, and it is unclear where |t 


had been. Significantly, when parts of 


rection, for instruction in righteousness” (2Ti 3:16). 


3 it were read to the king, his heart was d and he hum# 
himself before the Lord (v. 27). The Scriptures are indeed “profitable for reke D for co” 


mbled 


of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and | 
Meshullam, of the sons of Kohath, who st- | 


Now when they brought out the money — 



















-Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, 
| saying, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a book.” 
_ And Shaphan read it before the king. 

Thus when the king heard the words of 


- the Law, he tore his clothes. 2°Then the king 
commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son _ 
of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, 


Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the servant 


of the king, saying, 2!“Concerning the | 


words of the book that was found, go in- 
quire of the Lord for me from those: who 
are left in Israel and Judah. For the wrath 
of the Lord is burning greatly against us, 


Lord nor do everything written in. this 
book.” 22So Hilkiah and those the king had 
appointed went to Huldah the prophetess, 


the wife of Shallum, the son of Tokhath,. the | 


son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe, She 
dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter. 
And they told her this. | 
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a 


2 CHRONICLES 35:6 


went up to the house of the Lord with all the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem—the priests and the Levites and 
all the people, great and small. And he read 
for their hearing all the words of the Book 
of the Covenant that was found in the house 
of the Lord. 2!And the king stood by his pil- 
lar and made a covenant before the Lord 
that he would follow the Lord and keep His 
commandments, His testimonies, and His 
Statutes with all his heart and all his soul, 
and perform the words of the covenant 


| | written in this book. *2And he required it of 
for our fathers did not obey the word of the | 


all who were present in Jerusalem and Ben- 
jamin: And the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
made a covenant in the house of the Lord 


God of their fathers. Thus Josiah removed 


all the abominations from all the land that 
belonged tothe sons of Israel, and made all 
present in Jerusalem and Israel diligently 
serve the Lord their God for all their days. 


23And she told them, “Thus says the Lord They did not: depart from following the 
God of Israel, ‘Tell the man who sent you to | Lord God of their fathers. 


Me, 24“Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will 
bring calamity on this place—all the words 
written in the book they read. before the 
king of Judah, 2°for they forsook Me and 
burned incense to other gods. They pro- 


voked Me to anger with all the works of | 
their hands. Therefore My wrath burns in | 


’7) } 


this place and it will not be quenched. 
to inquire of the Lord—this is what you 


Israel: “Concerning the words you have 
heard, 27because your heart was turned and 


you humbled yourself before My face when | 


you heard My words against this place and 
against its inhabitants, and you humbled 
yourself before Me, and tore your clothes 
and wept before Me, I have heard you,” 
says the Lord, 28“Surely I will gather you to 
your fathers, and you shall be placed in 
| your grave in peace. Your eyes shall not see 
the calamity I will bring on this place and 
its inhabitants.”’” So they brought back 
word to the king. 


œ. Josiah Restores True Worship 7 


“Then the king sent and gathered the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem." “The king 





2 





34:29-33 Not only does the king attend to the reading of the Book of the Covenant, but he makes 


œ~ Josiah Keeps Passover = 

Now Josiah kept a Passover to the 
Lord his God in Jerusalem, and they 
Slaughtered the Passover lambs on the 
fourteenth day of the first month.t ?He 
established the priests in their duties and 
encouraged them for the service of the 


26But as for the king of Judah who sent you | house of the Lord. “Then he said to the 


Levites who had power in all Israel, to 


shall say to him: ‘Thus says the Lord God of | Sanctify themselves for the Lord. And they 


| put the holy ark in the house built by 


Solomon the son of David, king of Israel. 
And the king said, “It shall no longer be a 
burden on your shoulders. Now serve the 
Lord. your God and His people Israel. 
4Prepare yourselves according to your 
fathers’ houses, by your divisions, follow- 
ing the written instruction of David king of 
Israel and the written instruction of 
Solomon his son. °And stand in the house 
according to the divisions of the fathers’ 
houses of your brethren, the sons of the 
people, and according to the division of the 
father’s house of the Levites, "Slaughter the 
Passover and prepare the holy things for 
your brethren so they may do according to 
the word of the Lord by the hand of Moses.” 


sure the priests and the Levites and all the people hear it as well. As a result, the hearers make a com- 


mitment to follow the Lord. 


35:1-6 That Josiah kept the Passover shows not only his obedience to the Lord, but also his solidarity 
with the AlE of David (v. 4) and the writings of Moses (v. 6). This is a veritable rebirth of faith 


for the people. 


4 


2 CHRONICLES 35:7 


‘Then Josiah began the sacrifice for the 
sons of the people, with sheep and lambs 
and young goats from the flock to the num- 


ber of thirty thousand, as well as three 


thousand calves for all the Passover offer- 
ings, for all who were present. These were 
from the king’s possessions, And the lead- 
ers began the offering for the people and 


the priests and the Levites, rulers of the | 


house of God. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Je- 
hiel gave the priests two thousand six hun- 


dred sheep and lambs and goats from the | 


flock for the Passover offerings, and three 
hundred calves. 9Conaniah and Banaiah 
and Shemaiah and: Nethanel his brother, 


leaders of the Levites, began the offering 
for the Levites with five’ thousand sheep 
and five hundred calves for the Passover 
offerings. | | ; 

l0So the service was prepared. And the 
priests stood in their places with the Levitas 
in their divisions according to the king’s 
command. !'And they slaughtered the 
Passover offerings. The priests sprinkled 
the blood with their hands, while» the 
Levites skinned the animals. Then they 
prepared the burnt offerings to give it to 
them by the divisions of the fathers’ 


houses of the sons of the people, to offer | 


to the Lord as it is written in the Book of 
Moses. And so they did in the morning. 
They roasted the Passover offerings 
with fire according to the ordinance. But 
they boiled the other holy offerings in 
bronze pots and in pans. And it went well, 
and they divided them quickly among all 
the sons of the people. '4Afterward they 
prepared portions for themselves and for 
the priests, because the priests were busy 
offering burnt offerings and fat until 
night. Therefore the Levites prepared por- 


tions for themselves and their brethren, 


the sons of Aaron. !5And the singers, the 
sons of Asaph, were in their places ac- 
cording to the command of David. Asaph, 
Heman, and Jeduthun, the king’s 
prophets and the gatekeepers, were at 
each gate. They did not have to leave their 
service of the holy things because their 
brethren the Levites prepared portions 
for them, | 

16So all the service of the Lord was 
arranged and prepared on that day to keep 
the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on 


the altar of the Lord according to the com- 


mand of King Josiah. And the sons of Is- 
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rael who were present kept the Passover 
that time, and they kept the Feast of Up.. 
leavened Bread for seven days. leN 
Passover like this was kept in Israel Since 
the days of Samuel the prophet, and none 
of the kings' of Israel kept such a Passoye, 
to the Lord as Josiah kept, having th, 
priests and the Levites, and all Judah ang 
Israel present, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, "in the eighteenth year of the 
reign of Josiah. | 

“The ventriloquists, and the mediums 
and the images and the idols, and the other 
abominations which were in the land of Jy. 











| dah and in Jerusalem, King Josiah burned 
and Hashabiah and Jeiel. and Jozabas, | 


with fire, to confirm the words of the law 
written in the book which Hilkiah the 
priest found in the house of the Lord. 
Phere was no one like him before him, 
who turned towards the Lord with all his 
heart and all his soul and all his strength 
in all the law of Moses. No one arose like 
him afterward. 22But the Lord did not tum | 
from the anger of His great wrath with - 
which the Lord was enraged against Ju- 
dah, because of all the provocations with 


_ which Mannaseh provoked Him. 23And the 


Lord said, “I will remove Judah from be 
fore Me as I removed Israel, and I will re 
ject Jerusalem, the city I chose, and the 
house where I said that My name would bè 
there.” 7 ae 


® Josiah Killed in Battle > 

“Pharaoh Necho, the king. of Egypt 
came against the king of the Assyrians o | 
fight at the river Euphrates. And King 
Josiah went out against him. 25Bul 
Pharaoh sent messengers to him sayin® | 
“What do I have to do with you, king of Ju: 
dah? I have not come to fight against Y% 
today, and God commanded me to mi : 
haste, Refrain from meddling with 60% 
who is with me, so that He does not & 


Stroy you.” 26Nevertheless Josiah wo 


not turn his face from him, but continu X 
to fight with him. He did not heed Ù 
words of Necho from the mouth of O% 
So he came to fight in the Valley © | 
Megiddo, | eel į 
"And the archers shot King Josiah. 
the king said tọ his servants, “Take his | 
away, for | am severely wounded.” “ do 
servants took him out of the chariot d 
put him in a second chariot he had, A5 
brought him to Jerusalem. So he die dah 
was buried with his fathers. And all Jue* 





cpa 
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah t 29 Jere- 
miah also lamented for Josiah. And to this 
day, all the important men and women 
speak of Josiah in their lamentations. They 
made it a custom in Israel, and it is written 
in the Lamentations. 2°Now the rest of, the 
acts of Josiah and his hope are written in 
the Law of the Lord, 3!and his deeds from 
first to last, indeed they are Written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 


~. Jehoahaz Is King of Judah >. 


3 6 Then the people of the land took 

Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and 
anointed him and established nim as king 
in his father’s place in Jerüsalem.t 2 Jeho: 
ahaz was twenty-three yezrs oid when he 
became king, and he reigned jor three 
months in Jerusalem. 2And his mother’s 
name was Amital the daughter of Jeremiah 
from Lobema. 4And he did evil before the 
Lord according to everything: his fathers 
did. “And Pharoah Necho bound him in 





Deble in the land of Emath, lest he teign’in | 
Jerusalem. ®The king of Egypt carried him 


away to Egypt, and he imposed on the land 


a tribute of one hundred talents of silver 


and a talent of gold. 


=. Jehoiakim Is King of Judah 


‘Then Pharaoh Necho made Josiah’s son | 


Eliakim king over Judah in place of his fa- 
ther Josiah, and changed his name to Je- 
hoiakim. And Pharaoh Necho took Jehoa- 
haz his brother and carried him off to 

EYDİ, where he died.t 8And he gave silver 
and gold to Pharaoh. Then the land began 
to be taxed to give silver to feed Pharaoh, 
and each one asked as he was able for sil- 
ver and gold from the people of the land to 
Elve to Pharaoh Necho; 

Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old 


when he became king, and he reigned for | 


eleven years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Zechora the daughter 
of Neriou from Rama, And as his’ fathers 
did, he did evil in the sight of the Lord. his 
Od in all things. VIn those days, Nebu- 
Chadnezzar the king of Babylon came to 
€ land, and he served him three years and 
volted from him. !!And the Lord sent the 


5:28 The Jews mourned for Josiah because their ri 
Nder the ol 


rgiveness, and eternal life. 
8:1-6 Judah's downfall is imminent with the bri 


re 
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ef 


rn 





d covenant. But Christ will fulfill the old covenant of death with a new coven 


2 CHRONICLES 36:22 


Chaldeans against them, and bands of rob- 
bers from Syria, and bands of robbers from 
the Moabites, and the sons of Ammon and 
Samaria. But after this they departed, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord by the hand 
of his servants the prophets. = 
'“But the wrath of the Lord was. on Judah 
because they rebelled against Him through 
the sins of Manasseh in all he did, 3and in 
the innocent blood Jehoiakim shed, for he 
filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and 
the Lord did not, want to destroy him. 
“Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came 
up against him and bound him in bronze 
fetters and carried him off to Babylon. He 
carried off some of the articles from the 
"ouse of the Lord to Babylon and put them 
in his temple in Babylon. And the rest of 
the acts of Jehoiakim and all he did, are 
they not written inthe Book of the Kings of 
Judah? And Jehoiakim rested with his fa- 
thers and was buried in Ganoza with his fa- 
thers, and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his 
place. 


“=. Jehoiachin Is King of Judah a 

- /Jehoiachin. was eighteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in 
| Jerusalem for three months and ten days. 

And he did evil in the sight of the Lord. !8At 
the turn of the year, King Nebuchadnezzar 
summoned him and brought him to Baby- 
lon with the costly articles from the house 
of the Lord, and made Zedekiah, his fa- 
ther’s brother, king over Judah and 
Jerusalem, | f 


œ Zedekiah Is King of Judah e. 

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old 
when he became king, and he reigned for 
eleven years in Jerusalem. He did evil in 
the sight of the Lord his God and was not 
ashamed before Jeremiah the prophet, nor 
because of the word of the Lord. 2He also 
rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar and 
broke the oath he swore by God. But he 
stiffened his neck and hardened his heart, 

turning against the Lord God of Israel. 

“2Moreover all the nobles of Judah and 
the leaders and the priests and the people 
transgressed more and more, following all 





ghteous king was a victim of the finality of death 


antoflove | 


ascension of the evil King Jehoahaz to the throne. 


Hae The Pharaoh of Egypt establishes the evil king Jehoiakim as ruler of Judah. He is then carried 
~ ‘o Babylon ' 


(v. 14) by King Nebuchadnezzar and briefly replaced by his son Jehoiachin. - 











































CHRONICLES 36:23 520 
the abominations of the nations, and de- œw a Prayer of King Manasseh m s : 
filed the house of the Lord in Jerusalem.t “O Lord Almighty, the God of our fa 


e Lord God of their fathers sent thers, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, an 
rnings by His messengers, rising | their righteous seed:2 2who made heaven | 
up early and sending His messengers, be- | and earth with all their ornamentation 
cause He spared His people and His | who set the bounds of the sea by the word 
dwelling place. “But they mocked His mes- | of Your command; who closed the abyss 
sengers, despised His words, and scoffed at | and sealed it by Your fearful and glorious 
His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord | name; ‘before whom all things tremble and 
rose seein His people and there was no | fear because of Your power; 5for the 
remedqy. majesty of Your glory is unbearable, 
*°Therefore He brought against them the | the wrath of Your threats toward sins 
King of the Chaldeans, who killed their | cannot be withstood; ŝyet Your merciful 
young men with the sword in the house of | Promise is immeasurable and unsearch- 
His sanctuary, and did not spare Zedekiah | able. “For You are the Lord Most High, and 
or have pity on the virgins, and he ied away | 4%©. tenderhearted, patient, very merciful 
the aged. He gave everything. into their a24 who repent toward the evils of man. 
hands. 26And all the articles from the house |. — !herefore You, O Lord God of the righ: - 
of God, great and small, the treasures of the | *©OUS. have not appointed repentance for the 
house of the Lord and the treasures of the | "Shteous, for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
king and his nobles, he took all these to | WPO have not sinned against You; but You 
Babylon. 27Then he burned the house of naye appointed repentance for me, a sinner | 
God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, | ,P&°@use | have sinned more than the num: 
burned all its palaces with fire, and de- | D&! Of the sands on the seashore. My lawless 
stroyed all its precious possessions. 28And | ?eSS O Lord, is multiplied. Yes, my lawless 
he settled those remaining in Babylon, | 29S 1S Multiplied, and I am not worthy to MX” 
where they became servants to him and his | ™Y £¥€S to behold the heights of heaven bè 
sons until the rule of the kingdom of the a use ortine multitude of my wrongdoings 
Medes, to fulfill the word of the Lord by nee con with’so ney iron chan 
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had HANS my REA OVER my sins maaa 


ES hats l: have any relief. For I have provoked You! 
enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay anger and done evil in your ight I have set 


desolate, she kept the Sabbath, until sev- | u inatio ahed idad 
| 3 p abominations and multiplied idols. 
enty years had passed, ''“Now therefore, I bow the knee of my 
æ. King Cyrus: Go up to Jerusalem «> se Aang goodness from You. “I bis 
0In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, | `V PC Lord, I have sinned, and I kn 


after the fulfillment of the word of the Lord pn ess sn ene beg vota 
by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred stroy mia becaus ras te T e ner 
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia and | ther reserve aa iy eee ee wrath 
told him to make a proclamation through- forever: nor sonden a n A me lowest | 
out all his kingdom in writing, saying,t | parts of the earth; for You are the Lord Gol 
“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia to all the | of those who repent. “And in me though! 
kingdoms of the earth: ‘The Lord God of | am unworthy, You will show Your goodn | 
heaven gave to me even a command, to | and will save me according to Your 
build for Him a house in Jerusalem of Ju- | mercy, !'Therefore I shall praise You com!” 
dah. Is there anyone from among you, from | ually all the days of my life, for all the P® 
among all the people God will be with? Let | ers of the heavens praise You, and You! | 


him go up to Jerusalem.’ " the glory unto the ages, Amen.” 


— m eee 





36:22-29 God's judgment on Judah is justified, for the priests and the people h ) a be ond the 
point of no return and will not repent (see 4Kg 25:8-21), Seventy ogre D9) Enana time 
of the exile in Babylon (see also Jer 25:9-12; 27:6-8; 29:10; Lv 26:34-43) p by 
36:30, 31 These verses parallel the opening verses of Ezra. Although he į js called 9 
God to look after His people. ugh Des 8 Gentile Cyrus 


Prayer of King Manasseh The Prayer of King Manasseh is chanted during the service of Great complin® . 











(Au thor—Uncertain. The authorship. of this book is debated, since it apse 


to contain some of Ezra’s memoirs, an yet parts of 2 Chronicles and | 


Nehemiah are found 1 in the text. 


ates About 150 BC; and not latee ee 100 BC since Josephi: used the LXX 
version in his Antiquities of the Jewish People (AD. 93-94) l l 





N 
S commitment to the Law of Moses 
Back 





Aajor TI remes = The restoration of temple PAPRA in Joisten and renewed | 


round- This Korica] account assumes ct oe are familiar with the 
Mosaic and Davidic covenants, the history of the kings from David to the! 


Babylonian Captivity, and the exile and return of the Jews to Jerusalem. First 


Ezra presents the Israelites as a people ‘chosen: to worship the true God; their : 
strength comes from their faithfulness to His COUT EDI at> 


: Outline 





|. Josiah Celebrates the Passover, the (ee iy 


to Stop the Egyptians at Megiddo, and. 
Josiah’s Death (1:1—31) l 
IL. The Last Kings of Judah: The Babylonians: 
Capture Jerusalem (1;32-55) 
Ill. The Royal Edict of ae the Perdant 
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s% Josiah Keeps the Passover 7 


Josiah kept the Passover to his Lord in 
Jerusalem. He sacrificed the paschal 


lamb on the fourteenth day of the first- 


month.t ?He then placed the priests in the 


Lord’s temple according to their divisions, 
clothed in their vestments. *He told the 
Levites, Israel’s servants in the temple; to 


sanctify themselves to the Lord and to 
Dlace the holy ark of the Lord in the house 
that King Solomon, son of David, had built. 


Or he said, “No longer will you carry the 


ark upon your shoulders, ‘Now serve the 
Lord your God, and heal His people Israel. 








repare yourselves according to your fam- 


1:1-31 The Passover under Josiah and the account of his death (wv. 26-31). Josiah was the last king of 


“IV. Opposition to the Reconstruction of the ` 
~~ Temple (2:12-26) — | ` 
` V. Three Young Guards (3:1—4:42) 

VI. The List of Returning Exiles (4:43—5:45) 


| VII. Reconstruction of the Temple (5:46-71) 


AVIT The Temple Is Completed (6:1—7;15) 
TX. The Life of Ezra (8:1—9:55) 


ilies and tribes, according to the writing of 
King David of Israel and the magnificence 


of Solomon his son. Stand in the temple in 


your proper order before your brothers, the 
children of Israel, and according to the 
office of your paternal families, the Levites. 
Sacrifice the paschal lamb, prepare the 
sacrifices for your brothers, and keep the 
Passover according to the Lord’s com- 
mandment given to Moses.” | 
‘Josiah gave thirty thousand lambs and 
kids and three thousand calves to the peo- 
ple who were present, These were given 
from the king’s possessions to the people, 





to the priests, and to the Levites, as he 


Judah to seek truth (v. 21). As such, he is a figure of Christ, who is the embodiment of truth (Jn 14:6). 
oa Exodus 12 we learn that the Feast of the Passover is an OT type of the NT paschal feast 
1Co 10: 23-26), in which the Church celebrates the death and Resurrection of Christ. ~ AET 





TEZRALS8 
promised. *Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, 





the overseers of the temple, gave the priests | 


two thousand six hundred sheep and three 
hundred calves for Passover. 9Jeconiah, 
Shemaiah, and Nathanael his brother, and 
Hashabiah, Ochiel, and Joram, high-rank- 
ing officers, gave the Levites five thousand 
sheep and seven hundred calves for 
Passover, 

l0This is what happened. The priests and 
Levites stood in their proper order before 
the people, holding the unleavened bread 
according to the tribes !2and the governors 
of their paternal families, to present the of- 
fering to the Lord, as was written in the 
Book of Moses. This was done in the morn- 
ing. They roasted the paschal lamb with 
fire, as was fitting, and the sacrifices were 
boiled in copper pots and pans, providing a 
fragrant aroma. They were then carried cut 
to all the people. | 

“After this was done, they prepared tie 
paschal lamb for themselves and for the 


priests their brothers, the sons of Aaron. | 
For the priests offered the fat until late and. 


the Levites prepared it for themselves and 
for the priests, their brothers, the sons of 
Aaron. The temple singers, the sons of 
Asaph, were also in their proper place ac- 
cording to their appointed order made by 
David, along with Asaph, Zechariah, and 
Eddinus, who belonged to the king’s en- 
tourage. Moreover the gatekeepers from 
each gate were not to leave their posts, for 
their brothers, the Levites, prepared the 
paschal lamb for them. 

16So the things concerning the sacrifices 
were completed on that day. They kept the 
Passover and offered sacrifices on the altar 
of the Lord according to the command of 
King Josiah. “Thus the children of Israel 
who were present at that time kept 
Passover, as well as the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread, for seven days. '*From the 
times of Samuel the prophet, there was no 


Passover kept in Israel such as this, !9No | 


king in Israel ever kept such a Passover as 
Josiah did, along with the Levites, the Jews 
and all Israel who were present and living 
in Jerusalem, 2°This Passover was kept in 
the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign. 
41These works of Josiah were upright be- 
fore the Lord, for his heart was full of god- 
liness.. , , | 
22The events that took place in the days 
of Josiah were recorded long ago. They | 
concerned those who sinned and acted im- 
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piously against the Lord, even more y 
than any nation and kingdom. For the, 
grieved Him extremely, so the words of the 
Lord came against Israel. i 
23Then after these acts of Josiah took 
place, Pharaoh the king of Egypt went t 
make war at Carchemish on the River fy. 
phrates. So Josiah went out to encounter 
him, **Then the king of Egypt sent word to 
him, saying, “What do we have to do with 
each other, O king of Judea? 2] was not 
sent against you by the Lord God, for my 
war is at the Euphrates. The Lord is now 
| with me, and the Lord is hastening me on. | 
| ward! Therefore withdraw from me, and do | 

| not be in opposition to the Lord.” 
n Josiah’s Reign Is Ended = 


| 25Josiah, however, did not turn back his | 
| chariot, but tried to fight against him. Thus 
he did not heed the words of Jeremiah the 
prophet from the mouth of the Lord 
“Rather, he engaged Pharaoh in battle on 
the plain of Megiddo, and his commanders 
came down against King Josiah. 28Then the | 
| king told his servants, “Remove me from 
the fight, for I am badly wounded.” Thus his 
servants immediately withdrew him from 
the line of battle. 2°9They mounted him on 
his second chariot and brought him back t0 
Jerusalem, where he died. So they buried 
him in the tomb of his forefathers. 

30They mourned over Josiah throughout 
all Judea. Jeremiah the prophet also sang 4 
lamentation on Josiah’s behalf, Even to this 
day, the chief men and the women makè 
lamentations for him, for it came to pas 
that this was to be done perpetually 
throughout the entire nation of Israel 
3!These things are recorded in the book ® 
the histories of the Judean kings. No" 
everything Josiah did—his glory, his unde 
standing in the law of the Lord, both N 
prior accomplishments and things noW Ie 
lated—are recorded in the book of 
kings of Israel and Judah. 


s Jerusalem Falls to Babylon “^ d 
“The men of the nation took Jecon! 
the son of Josiah to succeed Josiah as 
He was twenty-three years old. 
reigned for three months in both Judan‘ de 
Jerusalem. Then the king of Egypt he 
throned him in Jerusalem tand mage of 


people pay a fine of one hundred talent 


kine 











































nan | 


silver and one talent of gold. The yas" ; | 
Egypt then appointed Jehoiakim sy, 
brother as king of Judah and Jerus®™ | 
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%6Jehoiakim put the people of high status in 


prison, then arrested ‘his brother Zarius 
and. brought him up from Egypt. 

37Now Jehoiakim was twenty-five years 
old when he became king of: Judea and 
Jerusalem, but he did evil before the Lord. 
38$0 Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 


came up against him, bound him ‘with a- 


copper chain, and led him away by force to 
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar also took 
some of the Lord’s holy vessels and carried 
them away and placed them in his temple 
in Babylon. Now the things written about 
Jehoiakim, his uncleanness and ungodli- 
ness, are described in the chronicles of the 
kings. 


Then his son Jehoiachin reigned in‘his | 
place, for he was appointed king when he ! 


was eighteen years old. #He reigned tl ìree | 
months and ten days in Jerusalem and ë ‘id | 
evil before the Lord. 8Aftet a year, N32- 
buchadnezzar ‘sent and “deported him to | 
Babylon, together with the holy vessels of 
the Lord. “Then he appointed Zedekiah 
king of Judea and Jerusalem. Zedekiah 





for He hantied over all into their hands. 
“They took all the large and small holy 
vessels of the Lord, the ark of the Lord, and 
the king’s possessions; and carried them 
off to Babylon. °2They burned the Lord’s 
house, broke down the walls of Jerusalem, 
and set the towers on fire. “They made all 
its glorious things to be worthless and led 
away: the survivors to Babylon with the 


sword. 


They hece servants of the king and 
his heirs until the Persians began to reign, 
in fulfillment :of the Lord’s word by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, *°which said, “Until the 
land has enjoyed its Sabbaths, it shall keep 
its Sabbath the entire time of its desolation 
until a fulfillment of seventy years. a 


=, Decree of Cyrus SP 


When. Cyrus. was reigning over ‘He 
Persians in his first year, the Lord 


| stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of the 


Persians for the. completion of the Lord’s 
word by the mouth of Jeremiah. So he made 
a written proclamation in all his kingdom, 


| saying,! 2“Thus says Cyrus the king of the 


was twenty-one years old and he reigned | Persians: Israel’s Lord, the Lord Most. High, 


for eleven years. He also did evil before | 
the Lord and did not respect the words | 


from the mouth of the Lord spoken to him 
by Jeremiah the prophet. **Although King 
Nebuchadnezzar made him swear in the 
Lord’s name, he swore falsely and revolted. 
He became stiff-necked, hardened his 
heart, and. transgressed the laws of the 
Lord God of Israel. 47Even the chief leaders 
of the people and the priests acted in many 
ungodly and lawless ways, surpassing all 
the uncleanness of. all the nations. They 
even defiled the Lord’s, temple which He 
had Sanctified in Jerusalem. 

Now the God of their fathers sent to 
Call them back through His angel so as to 
Spare them and His dwelling place. 49But 
they ridiculed His messengers, and, when- 
ever the Lord spoke, they mocked His 
Prophets until He became furious with His 
beople because of their impious acts. So He 


Gave the command to bring the kings of the | 


Chaldeans against them. They killed their 


young men by the sword round about their 


Oly temple. They spared neither young 
man nor virgin, neither oldman’ nor: child, 





revealed and indicated to me, the king of the 
inhabited-world, that. 1 should build a house 
for Him at Jerusalem in Judea. *Therefore, if 
any of you are from His nation, may the 
Lord be with you, and when you go up to 
Jerusalem: in Judea, may you build the 
house of the Lord of Israel. He is the Lord 
who dwells in Jerusalem. *Therefore, let as 
many as are living around you in various 


places help you with gifts of gold and silver, 


with horses and cattle, as well as with other 
things added as votive- offerings, for the 
Lord’s temple in Jerusalem.” 

‘Then the chiefs of the families of Tudah 
and, of the tribe of Benjamin, and the 
priests. and Levites, and everyone whose 
spirit the Lord stirred up stepped forth to 


go up to build the Lord’s. house in 


Jerusalem. °Those round. about whose 
hearts were. stirred ‘helped them with 
everything: with silver and gold, with 
horses and cattle, and with a very great 
number of votive offerings. 

‘King Cyrus also brought-forth the. sa- 
cred vessels of the Lord which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had carried out from Jerusalem and 





2:1-4 Just as Josiah was the last jewish king to seek the truth’ of God, SO Cyrus was the first Gentile Wh 
king to find truth in the Lord of Israel, And just as God used Cyrus, a Gentile king of Persia, to rebuild. . 

€ physical temple and set the Jews free, so He will use Christ, aie of the dew to buildtt His SSUES ae) )) 
and set the Gentiles free. — iin l 


‘ ft 








CS) i S ones 
placed in his temple of idols. Cyrus, king 





make known to you, O lord our king, that i 
of the Persians, brought these out and | this city is built and its walls restore YO 
handed them over to Mithridates, his trea- | will no longer have access to Coelesyri, 
surer. He, in turn, gave them to Sheshbazzar, | and Phoenicia.” — g 
the chief leader of Judea. The number of | "Then the king wrote back to Rehum the 
these was as follows: one thousand gold | recorder, to Beltethmus, to Shimshaj th 
cups, one thousand silver cups, twenty-nine | scribe, to the other members of their coun. 
silver censers, !°thirty gold bowls, two | cil, and to those dwelling in Samaria, Syrią 
thousand four hundred and ten silver | and Phoenicia. He inscribed his letter a 
bowls, and one thousand other vessels. | follows: 
‘All the gold and silver vessels handed | 7°I read the letter you sent to me. 2igo | 
over totaled five thousand four hundred | commanded a search to be made, It Was 
and sixty-nine. All these, together with the | discovered that this city from ancient times 
returning captives, were brought back to | stood in hostile array against kings, that | 
Jerusalem by Sheshbazzar. | the Beanies it a eae rebellion 
| | | and war, that mig and fierce ki 
œ Rebuilding of the Temple Opposed => | were ruling in Jerusalem and levying : 

‘But Bishlam, Mithridates, Tabeel, Re- | utes. from Coelesyria and- Phoenicia | 
hum, Beltethmus, Shimshai the scribe, and | 23Therefore I have now-imposed orders ty 
the other members of their council, as well | prevent those men from building the city 
as those living in Samaria and other places, | 24to be careful not to do anything contrary 
wrote a letter to Artaxerxes during the time | to this order, and to.do nothing to cause _ 
he was king of the Persians. They wrote it | trouble for kings.” | a 
against those dwelling in Judea and}  25After they read the letter from King Ar- 
Jerusalem, inscribed as follows: taxerxes, Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and 

“To King Artaxerxes our lord from your | jhe other members of their council went 
servants Rehum the recorder, and Shimshai | speedily to Jerusalem. They departed with | 
the scribe, and the other members of (heir | cavalry and a large number of armed sol- | 
council, and the judges in Coéiesyria‘and | diers formed in battle array and began to 
Phoenicia: '*Let it now be known to our lord | hinder the builders. 26So the building of the 
the king that the Jews who came up trom | temple in Jerusalem became idle until the 
you to us went to Jerusalem to buiid the re- | second year of the reign of Darius king of 
bellious and evil city. They are restoring | the Persians. OES abe 
both its marketplaces and its walls and are | 
laying a foundation for a temple. '*If there- 
fore this city is built and its walls com- 
pleted, they will not continue to pay tribute 
but will also resist kings. !®Since work is be- 
ing done on the temple, we assume it best 
not to overlook such a matter, but to ad- 
dress our lord the king, that if it seems ap- 
propriate to you, this may be researched in 
the books of your forefathers. '’For you will | 
find the record of these things in the 
archives. You will learn that this city was re- 
bellious and troubled both kings and cities, | chamber and slept, but awoke. 
and that ‘the Jews themselves are rebels. ‘Then the three young men who were al: 
They formed military blockades in it from | tending the king as bodyguards said onet | 
ancient times, which is the reason the city | the other,t “Let each of us speak one stro" 
itself was destroyed. '8Therefore we now | saying, and whichever saying of outs | 











~ The Three Young Guards 7- 

Now King Darius put on a great ban 

quet for all his subjects, for his entre 
household, and for all the nobles of Media 
and Persia.t 2He also invited all the satraps 
commanders, and governors under him 
throughout the one hundred and twenty- | 
seven provinces extending from India t0 | 
Ethiopia. “They ate and drank, and whet | 
they were satisfied they returned home. AS 
for King Darius, he returned to his bet : 





3:1, 2 This great banquet is also an icon of creation, which is itself a symbol of Christ's work in His Inca | 
nation, The Feast of Passover described in 1 Ezra also images the heavenly banquet (Rev 19:7-9), an% | 
both are experienced today in the Holy Eucharist. As the psalmist writes, “But God is our King befo | 
the ages; / He worked salvation in the midst of the earth” (Ps 73:12). | 
3:4, 5 These three young men who speak as one are, like the three men at the trees of Mamre | 
(Gn 18:2), another OT symbol of the Holy Trinity. Their role as the king's bodyguards illustrates th 
in which the unknowable, inconceivable God reveals Himself in His creation as Triune. 
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honor. “He will be dressed in purple, drink 
from gold cups, and sleep in a gold bed. He 
will have a chariot with a gold-studded bri- 
dle, a turban of fine linen, and a gold neck- 
lace around his neck.t 7Because of his wis- 
dom he will sit'second to Darius and will be 
addressed as kinsman of Darius.”t 
- 8So each one then wrote down his say- 
ing, sealed it, and placed it under the pillow 
of King Darius. They said, *“When the king 
awakens, they will give the writings to him 
and the one whose saying the king and the 
three nobles of Persia may judge the wis- 
est, the victory shall be given to him, as it is 
written.” 
æ Which Is Strongest? s= 
The first one wrote, “Wine is the 


strongest.”"t The second wrote, “The king | 


is the strongest.” !2The third wrote, “Women 
are the strongest, but above all things the 
truth conquers.” 

3S0 when the King was awakened, he 





S. 
t8“Men, how is wine the strongest? It leads 
astray the mind of all who drink it. ‘It 


makes a single mind of both the king and 


| 
' 
| 


took the writings they gave to him, and he | 


read them. !*Then he sent forth and invited 
all the nobles of.Persia and Media and the 
satraps, commanders, governors, and high- 
est officials. He took his place in the seat of 


—= — 


the orphan, of the servant and the freeman, 
and of the poor man and the rich man. 2°It 
turns every mind to feasting and gladness, 
and it does not remember any pain or any 
debt. 2! Wine makes all hearts rich, does not 
remember a king or satrap, and makes 
everyone talk in big money terms. 2#When 
men drink, they do not remember to act as 
a friend to friends, and after a short while 
they draw swords. *2But when they become 
sober, they do not remember what they did. 
240 men, is not wine the strongest because 
it forces us to do such things?” So he spoke 
in this way and then became Silent. 


~. The Strength of the King .=> 
Then the second, who talked about the 
strength of the king, began to speak:t 
2“() men, has not man prevailed on land 
and’sea, becoming the master of them and 
everything in them? But the king is strong 
and rules over these, for he is their master; 
whatever he commands them they obey. 4If 
he commands one to make war on the 


other, they do it. If he sends them out 
| against enemies, they go and’ subdue 


| 
| 


judgment, and the writings were read in | 


their presence. !5He said, “Call the young 
men, and they will clarify their sayings.” So 
they were summoned and came in. They 
Said to them, “Interpret for us the sayings 
you wrote.” 


= The Strength of Wine > 
"So the first, who spoke about the 
strength of wine, began and said thus:t 


mountains, walls, and towers. °They kill 
and are killed, but the word of the king is 


‘not transgressed. If they conquer, they 


bring everything to the king—whatever 
they forage or anything else. 6But those 
who do not serve as soldiers nor wage war, 
but cultivate the land, they too bring to the 
king whatever they sow and harvest. They 
also compel one another to pay taxes to the 
king. 7Although he is only one man, yet if 
he says to kill, they kill; if he says to spare, 





3:6 Purple denotes royalty and equality with the king (see note on Est 6:6-9); the gold cups symbolize 
Christ's cup of salvation; sleep in a gold bed foreshadows His rest in the tomb; the chariot—like Elijah’s. 
chariot of fire (3Kg 2:11)—foreshadows the Ascension; the linen head covering points both to the OT 
Priesthood and to the linen in which Christ's body was wrapped (Jn 20:7); and the necklace symbolizes 


Virtue (Pr 3:3, 22: 6:21; SS 1:10; see also Dan 5:7). 


3:7 Christ is the personification of wisdom. He sits next to the Father and is called His Son, His kinsman. 
3:10-12 Wine, the king, and women, which prevail, and the truth, which conquers, are all illustrations 
of the divine attributes of God revealed in Christ and His Church. As these are explained to the king's _ 
court by the three bodyguards (3:15—4:41), so Christ, full of the Holy Spirit and in obedience to the 
ather, will reveal the three Persons of the Godhead when He is manifest to the world. = | 
3:17-24 The strength of wine symbolizes the “new wine” of the new covenant (Mt 9:15-17): the Holy _ 


Pirit uniting with and dwelling within men: St. Paul writes, “And do not be drunk with wine . . 


Pauls with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18). 


. but 


-12 The second man’s speech about the king illustrates the manner in which God revealed Himself 


© man under the old covenant. He was known as their master (v. 3), a God who is to be obeyed by his 
le and his army (v. 10). The phrase one man (v. 7) is notable because the God of Israelis “One © 
:’ who did not reveal Himself as Trinity until the advent of Christ. suc! MO 22u asa 


God 
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they spare. ‘If he says 5 to smite, they smite; with toil, then bringi it and vive it alle 
if he says to destroy, they destroy; if he says | women? “Furthermore, a man will py by 
to build, they build. 9If he says to cut down, | his sword and go forth to rob, steal, ang... 
they cut down; if he says to plant, they | the sea and rivers. “He will stalk a lion oa 
plant. !°So all his people and his army lis- | walk in darkness, and when he steal 
ten to him. !n addition to these things, he | whatever he takes and: pillages he wil 
reclines—he eats, he drinks, he’ rests— | bringi back to his beloved, #°For ą 
while they keep watch around him, Nobody | dearly loves his own wife more than his ta 
can leave to do his own business, nor do | ther or mother.,“°Yes, many men have | 
they disobey him. 120 men, in what is the | all sense and even become Slaves becays 
king not strong, since he is so carefully | of their wives. ?’Many have perished, sty 


obeyed?” Then he kept silent. piegi or sinned because of their viven 
| : | 28*T)o you not believe me now? Is 
“= The Strength of Women > king not.great in his authority? Are Ht 


Then the third, who had spoken about | the countries moved with fear to. touch 
women and the truth and whose name was | him? 2%Yet | saw him with Apame, the 
Zerubbabel, began to speak:t 14“Men, is not | king’s concubine and the daughter of the 
the king great, and men many, and wine | admirable Bartacus. She sat at the kings 
strong? Who then rules them, or who is | right hand,t 3¢removed the crown from the | 
their master? Is it not women?! Women | king’s head, and put it on her own. She als 
gave birth to the king and to all-the people | ctrick the king with her left hand. 3!At this, 
who rule over sea and land. '*They came to | the king gaped at her. with his mouth wit | 
exist from women, and women reared | open. When she smiled at him he laughed 
those who plant the vineyards from which | and when he exasperated her, he flattered 
the wine comes.' Women. also, make | her that she might be reconciled with him 
men's clothing and bring glory to men. In- | 320. men, in what way are women ni 
deed, men could not exist without women. | strong, since they. do such things?” 

18“Moreover, if men, are gathering gold, | 
silver, or, anything beautiful, but see one <À The Strongest Is Truth > 
woman who looks good in form and 33Then the king and the nobles lookeda 
beauty, !%they drop everything and gape at | one another,t “and Zerubbabel began to 
her, and with mouths wide open they stare | speak about the truth: “Men, are not 
at her. They all choose her rather than gold, | women strong? The earth is great, heaven 
silver, or any beautiful thing. 2°Yes, a man | is high, and the sun is swift in its course, fd 
will even forsake his own father who | it revolves around heaven ina circle andre 
reared him and his own country so as to | turns again to its place in one day. “Is 
cleave to his own wife.t 2!He will live out | He great who made all things? For His tru 
his life and not even remember father, | is great and stronger than all things." 
mother, or country. **From all this, you | the earth summons the truth, and heave 
should realize that women rule over you! | blesses it; for all His works shake with fea! 

| “Do you not work hard and grow weary | and tremble, and there is nothing unit 































4:13 The third, Peale Zerubbabel, is the only one of the three bodyguards who is named, He is of. 

Christ's lineage (Mt 1:12), a leader in the rebuilding of the temple, and a figure of Christ. ‘jot 

4:14, 15 Women prevail, for women fulfill man’s purpose, God intended for men and women! to be. 

united in love, just as Christ and His Church are united in love (Eph 5:22, 23). Thus, as Zerubbabel de- 

scribes women, we see Christ describing His relationship with His Bride, 

4: 16, 17, Vineyards and wine (y, 16) symbolize the Eucharist, and clothing (v. 17) points to being: othe 

with Christ i in baptism, As woman is the glory of man (1Co 11; :7), so the Purch is the glory of Christ 

(Eph 5: 21), 

4:20 This is a paraphrase of Gn. 2: 24, coming to St. Paul, the | union, ae man and wife in n marriage 5 

image of Christ and His Church (Eph 5:30-32; see note at 4:14, 15), 

4:29-31 The concubine is often an OT figure of fallen humanity, She aks received God's awe ao 

His divine image and likeness, on her own head in creation (Gn 1:26). On the other hand, she has 

the king—indeed, killed him—that she might be reconciled with him, that is, with Christ. -= 
4:33, 34 God and man looked at one another when Christ revealed Himself in truth to. men: i ms | 

4:35-40 Note especially the striking resemblance between this passage concerning wa and Str | 

discourse on love (1Co 13). This passage is quoted extensively by the Fathers...) ive Ga 





with Him. * But wine is unjust, the king is 
unjust, women are unjust, all the children 
of the men and their works are unjust, and 
all such things are unjust; for there is no 
truth in them. So they will perish in their 
injustice. todlenA: 4 si 
38“But the truth abides and is strong for- 
ever. The truth lives and rules unto ages of 
ages. There is no partiality or prejudice 
with the truth, but it does righteous things, 


distinct from all wrongdoings and evil. All | 


are pleased with its deeds, and there is 
nothing unjust in its judgment. 4°For 
strength, dominion, authority,-and majesty 
belong to it unto all ages;and blessed is the 
God of truth.” 


people then cried aloud and said, “Great is 
the truth, for it is the strongest!”t 42Then the 
king said to him, “Ask what you will, and 
let it be more than what is written; for we 


ae 
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logs from Lebanon to Jerusalem to help 
him rebuild the city. = 

Then he wrote to all the Jews who went 
up from his kingdom to-Judea in behalf of 
their freedom, that no power, satrap, com- 
mander, or treasurer was to come against 
their doors; that all the territory they 
ruled was to be theirs without subjection to 
taxes; that the Edomites were to hand over 
to the Jews the villages. they had seized; 
olthat twenty talents were to be given every 





year for the building of the temple until it 


was completed, °4and ten talents every year 
for the whole burnt offerings to be offered 
each day on the altar according to the com- 


ARE SN | mandment to make seventeen. offerings; 
41S0 he stopped speaking, and all the | 


and that all those from Babylon who went 


-up to build the city were to have their free- 


dom, the people and their children, and all 
the priests who went up with them. °*He 
also wrote that they were to pay the ex- 


will give it to you, inasmuch, as, you Were | penses for the priestly vestments in which 
found to be the wisest. You will also Sit next | they served. He likewise wrote that they 
tome and be called: my-kinsman.” were to pay the Levites’ expenses until the 
temple was) completed and Jerusalem re- 

“Then Zerubbabel said to the king, “Re- | built: Also, for all who guarded the city, he 
member the vow you swore on the day you | Wrote that they were to be given lands'and 
received -your ‘kingdom to. rebuild | wages! °’Then he sent forth from Babylon 


-™, Back to Jerusalem | 


Jerusalemt “and to send back all the ves- | al! ‘the vessels. Cyrus had removed; and 


sels taken from Jerusalem, the ones Cyrus 
removed when he vowed to destroy Bab- 
ylon and vowed to send them back there? 


45You also vowed to rebuild the temple 


which the Edomites set on fire when Judea 
was laid waste by the Chaldeans. #*Now 
this is what I consider worthy of you, O lord 
our king, and what I ask of you, for this be- 
fits your greatness. Therefore I beg of you 
that you keep the vow you vowed to the 
King of heaven from your own mouth.” | 
47Then King Darius arose and kissed 
him. He wrote letters for him to ‘all the 


treasurers, governors, commanders, and | 


Satraps that they help him on his way, and 
everyone going up with him to rebuild 
Jerusalem. 48He also wrote letters to all the 
governors in Coelesyria and Phoenicia, 
and to those in Lebanon to transfer cedar 


4:41 Echoing the voices 


of all the people in the king‘s court, the faithful sing at the end of the Divine 


everything Cyrus said to do, he also com- 
manded to be done; and he sent them forth 
to Jerusalem. ISA 

s8Now when the young man went out, he 
lifted his face to heaven toward Jerusalem 
and blessed the King of heaven, saying, 
5“The victory and the wisdom are from 
You, the glory is Yours, and I am Your ser- 
vant. Blessed are You who granted me 
wisdom, and I give thanks to You, O Lord of 
our fathers.” — On | a 

61So he took’ the letters and went to 
Babylon, and reported everything to all his 
brothers. ©They, too, blessed the God of 


| their fathers because He had granted them 
freedom and release from captivity “to go 
up and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple 
called by His name. Then they feasted with 


music and gladness for seven days. 





Liturgy, “We have found the true faith, worshiping the undivided Trinity, who has saved us!" 


4:42 Ask what you will: As the Father gives all things to the Son, so 
ask according to His will (Mt 21:22; Jn 14:14; 1Jn 5:15). DA OEM 


Christ gives all things to those who 


4:43-45 The request of Zerubbabel, echoed in the prayer of the repentant thief (Lk 23:42), reveals the 
will of God for the world: rebuild Jerusalem, that is, "the city of the living God, the heavenly ght b 
Jerusalem”! (Heb 12:22). Send back all the vessels (v. 44) a nd rebuild the temple (v. 45) in a spiritual 
sense means to restore holiness in the hearts of men, which have been laid waste bysin. ane 





I EZRA 5:1 
œ Return of the Exiles = 
After this the heads of the paternal 
houses were chosen according to their 
tribes to go up, along with their wives, sons. 
and daughters, and their male and female 
servants, and their cattle. 2Darius also sent 
along one thousand cavalry with them, to 





bring them back to Jerusalem in peace and 


with the music of drums and flutes. 3All 
their kindred were dancing, for Darius 
arranged for them to go up with them as 
well. | 
4These are the names of the men who 
were their governors and who went up ac- 
cording to their paternal houses in the 
tribes: ‘the priests, the sons of Phinehas the 
son of Aaron; Jeshua the son of Jozadak 
the son of Seraiah, and Joakim the son of 








the sons of Hariph, one hundred twe 
the sons of Baiterus, three thousand fi A 
the sons of Bethlomon, one hundreg 
twenty-three. 

'8Those from Netophah were fifty-five 
those from Anathoth, one hundred fig, 
eight; those from Beth Azmaveth, forty. 
two; those from Kirjath Jearim, twenty. 
five; thóse from Chephirah and Beeroth 
seven hundred forty-three; the Chadi. 
asans and Ammidians, four hundred 
twenty-two; those from Kirama and Geba, 





six hundred twenty-one; 2!those from 


| 


Macalon, one hundred twenty-two; those 
from Betolio, fifty-two; the sons of. 
Nephish, one hundred fifty-six; 22the sons 

of the other Calamolalus and Ono, seven | 
hundred twenty-five; the sons of Jerechus, 


Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, of the | three hundred forty-five; 23the ‘sons of 


house of David, from the family of Phares, | Senaah, three 
| thirty. 


of the tribe of Judah. §Zerubbabe! was the 
one who spoke wise words before Darius 
the king of the Persians in'the second year 
of his reign, in the month of Nisan, the first 
month. ‘They are the ones from Judea who 
went up from their sojourn in captivity and 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
lon resettled in Babylon. They returned to 
Jerusalem and the rest of Judea, each to his 
own city. They came with Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Na- 
hamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Big- 
vai, Hehum, and Baanah, their leaders. 
The number of those from the nation. 
including their leaders, were: the sons of 
Parosh, two thousand one hundred sev- 
enty-two; the sons of Shephatiah, four 
hundred seventy-two; the sons of Arah, 
seven hundred fifty-six; the. sons of Pa- 
hath-Moab of the sons of Jeshua and Joab, 
two thousand eight hundred twelve; !2the 
sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred 
fifty-four; the sons of Zattu, nine hundred 
forty-five; the sons of Chorbe, seyen hun- 
dred five; the sons of Bani, six hundred 
forty-eight; the sons of Bebai, six hun- 
dred twenty-three; the sons of Azgad, one 
thousand three hundred twenty-two; the 
sons of Adonikam, six hundred sixty- 
seven; the sons of Bigvai, two thousand 
sixty-six; the sons of Adin, four hundred 
fifty-four; the sons of Ater of Hezekiah, 
ninety-two; the sons of Kilan and Azetas, 
sixty-seven; the sons of Azaru, four hun- 
dred thirty-two; “the sons of Annias, one 
hundred one; the sons of Arom and the 
sons of Bezai, three hundred twenty-three; 


SS aa 


| luth, “the sons of Mehida, the sons of © 





thousand three hundred 


“The number of the priests were: the 
sens of Jedaiah the son of Jeshua, of the 
sons of Anasib, nine hundred seventy-two; 
ine sons of Immer, one thousand fifty-two; 
“the sons of Pashhur, one thousand two 
hundred forty-seven; the sons of Charme, 
one thousand seventeen. oll 

6The Levites: the sons of Joshua and 


Kadmiel and Bannas and Sudias, seventy- 


four. The number of the temple singers 
were: the sons of Asaph, one hundred 


twenty-eight. 28The number of the gate- 


keepers were: the sons of Shallum, the sons 
of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons 0 


| Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the sons 0! 


Shobai, in all one hundred thirty-nine. _ 

“The number of the temple servants were 
the sons of Esau, the sons of Hasupha, thè 
sons of Tabbaoth, the sons of Keros, the oF 
of Sua, the sons of Padon, the sons ° 


| Lebanah, the sons of Hagabah, *°the sons * | 


Akkub, the sons of Uthai, the sons of Keta | 
the sons of Hagab, the sons of Subai, 
sons of Hana, the sons of Cathua, the oe 
of Geddur, *!the sons of Jairus, the sons i 
Daisan, the sons of Noeba, the sons 2 | 
Chezib, the sons of Gazera, the sons of Uz? 
the sons of Phinoe, the sons of Hasral 
sons of Basthai, the sons of Asnah, the ad 
of Maani, the sons of Nephisim, the sr 
ha | 


Acuph, the sons of Hakupha, the sons- | 
Asur, the sons of Pharakim, the sons of h 


the sons of Charea, the sons of Barkos. W 


‘sons of Serar, the sons of Temah, the so! | 


Neziah, the sons of Hatipha. 








i “The | son’ ofthe s$ servants of Solomon: 





the sons of Jaalah, the sons of Lozon, 
the sons of [sdael, the sons of Shephatiah, 
3ithe sons of Agia, the sons of Pochereth- | 
hazzebaim, the sons of Sarothie, the sons. 
of Masiah, the sons of Gas, the sons of Ad- 
dus, the sons of Subas, the sons of Apherra, 
_ the sons of Barodis, the sons of Shaphat, 
the sons of Allon. 35A ll the temple servants 
and the sons of the servants of Solomon 
were three hundred seventy-two, 

36Those who come up from Thermeleth 
and Thelersas, led by Charaath, Adan and 
Amar, */were unable to tell of their lineage 
and generation as to how they were from 
Israel. They were the sons of Delaiah the 
son of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, and 
their number was six hundred fifty-two. 

38The priests who laid claim to the priest- 


were: the sons of Habaiah, the-sons. of | 
Hakkoz, and the sons of Jaddus, who mar: 
ried Agia, one of the daughters of Barzillai, 
and was called by his name. “So when a 
search into the lineage of these men was 
made in the register, and nothing: was 
found, they were removed from the list to 
perform priestly service. *?Nehemiah: and 
Attharias said they were not to partake in 
the holy things until a high priest arose 
wearing the Urim and the Thummim. 

41A1] those from Israel from twelve years 
of age and older, apart from the: male and 
female servants, were forty-two thousand 
three hundred sixty. Their male and female | 
servants were seven thousand three hun- 
dred thirty-seven. Cantors and musicians 
were two hundred forty-five. “There were 
four hundred thirty-five camels, seven 
thousand thirty-six horses, two hundred 
forty-five mules, and five thousand five 
hundred twenty-five donkeys. 

“Some of the heads of the paternal 
houses in Israel arrived at the temple of 
God in Jerusalem and vowed to the best of 
their ability to rebuild the house on its site, 

“and to give to the temple treasury for its 
Works: one thousand minas of gold, five 

Ousand minas of silver, and one hundred 
Driestly vestments. “The priests, the 

evites, and some of the people decided to 

ve in Jerusalem, while the temple singers 
4nd doorkeepers settled in the countryside 
With all Israel in their villages. 
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the sons Of Assaphioth, the sons of Peruda, | 





eel 


I EZRA 5: 57 


an The Aliat Is Made Ready ~ 


When the seventh month came and 
each of the children of Israel was settled in 
his own place, they gathered together with 
one accord in the open area of the first gate 
toward the east. “Then Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak and his brother-priests and Zerub- 
babel the son of Shealtiel with his brothers 
took charge. They prepared the altar of the 
God of Israel *8to offer whole burnt offer- 
ings on it according to what was said in the 


| book of Moses, the man of God. 


49Some of the other people from the land 
gathered with them in hostility, and all the 
people of the land were stronger than they. 
Yet they set up the altar in its place and of- 
fered sacrifices and whole burnt offerings 
to the Lord at the appointed times, morning 
and evening. °°They also kept the Feast of 
Tabernacles as commanded in the law, and 


ET ; | ‘aC ff: | fi = 
hood but were not-found in. the, register | they offered sacrifices every day as was fit 


ting. 5!After this they offered the daily sac- 
rifices and the sacrifices of the Sabbaths, 
the new moons, and all the sacred feasts. 
52AS many as made a vow to God began to 
offer sacrifices to Him from the new moon 
of the seventh month, but the temple of 
God was not built as yet. °°So they gave sil- 
ver to the stonecutters and the woodwork- 
ers, and food, drink, and conveyances to 
the Sidonians and Tyrians, to bring cedar 
trees from Lebanon, then float them on 


| rafts to the harbor at Joppa, according to 
the ordinance written to them from King 


Cyrus of the Persians. 

54Then in the second year and the second 
month after they came to the temple of God 
in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, Jeshua the son of Jozadak and 
their brothers, and the Levitical priests and 
all who came to Jerusalem from the captiv- 
ity began the work. They laid the founda- 
tion of God’s temple on the new moon of 


the second month in the second year after 


they arrived in Judea and Jerusalem. 
56They established the Levites who were 
twenty years and older over the Lord’s 
works. So Jeshua and his sons and broth- 
ers, and Kadmiel his brother, and the sons 


of Jeshua Emadabun, and the sons of Joda 


son of Iliadun with his sons and brothers, 
and all the Levites moved forward the work 
on God's house with one accord. 

57The builders built the temple of the 
Lord. Then the priests, donned in their 


-vestments and with musical instruments 


and trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of 


















Israelt ?Then Zerubbabel the gop 
| Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Joz of | 
| resumed building the house of the Lon 
Jerusalem. The prophets of the Lord , in 
with them and helped them. ‘During typ 
same time, Sisinnes, governor of Syria an, 
Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and his 
associates arrived and said, ‘By whose. 
instruction are you, building this house t 
roof, and completing all these other things 
Who are the builders accomplishing al 
this?” “But the elders of the Jews had the 
grace of visitation from. the Lord, for His 
grace was over the captives. °So they were 
not stopped from construction until wor 
could be gotten to Darius about them and; 
response received. “Here is a copy of the | 
letter which Sisinnes, governor of Syra 
and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and 
their officers, the governors in Syria and 
Phoenicia, wrote and sent to Darius: 
8“To King Darius: Greetings. Let it he 





raising of the Lord’s house. 


=. Work on the Temple Is Halted 7- 
“But some of the priests and Levites, old | 
men who were leaders of their paternal 
houses, had. seen the former temple. So 
they came to the building of this one with 
loud crying and bitter wailing. §'But many 
others came with trumpets and a loud 
shout of joy. However, the crowd could 
not hear the trumpets because of the peo- 
ple who wept. Therefore the multitude blew 








their trumpets so loud, the sound could be 
heard far away. S 

®3When the enemies of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin heard it, they came to see 


what the noise of the trumpets was about. | , Arrears E et ate 
S'They discovered that those from the cap- | TL intat GHEE ets ea pi 
tivity were rebuilding the temple for the | hect or PEE We idiscovercdlal 
Lord God of Israel. So ihey approached aderé of the Jews tronmtheti tivity built- 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the leaders of Abr aredi housetat th aE ed mii 
the paternal houses and said to them, “We mS tiei | ae ae h a t ee th 
will build together with you. For we like- | o reco idCAT a Syncs 
wise obey your Lord and have offered sac- : R Sea d aid on the- walls. has pe 
rifices to Him from the days of King Esar- | ae an Tie Tecan š be fi 
haddon of the Assyrians who brought us | ee | x at their: hands. It is anal 
here.” ®7But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the | '® Wee es all ‘grandeur and carer By 
leaders of the paternal houses of Israel an- | Saeg of their elder SS ae 
swered them, “It is not for you and us to x OSE irection: fare yOu bul : ‘a this 
build the house of the Lord our God. 68For | POUSe andysetting the foundations ar 
we alone will build it for the Lord of Israel, | Duilding?’ "Then,we asked them a 
according to what Cyrus the king of the | aders. were, for the sake of mannara 
Persians commanded us.” ®But the peoples | Known to you in waing And we 4 We 
of the land moved strongly against those in | “em fora list of names. They replie “te 
Judea, They besieged them and hindered | are the servants of the Lord who he ii 
them from continuing to build, By plots | Reaven, and, earth. This house va He 
and by false claims and riots, they blocked | Many years before by a king of Isra cot 
the completion of the building during the | Was great and powerful, and it ee 
lifetime of King Cyrus. "They were halted | Pleted. “But when our fathers ave 
from construction for two years until the PEARSANA HorLoh sore Yond jS pie ove 
FET ON PATHS: to the authority of Nebuchadnezzai se 
king of Babylon and of the Chaldeans, ei 


Now in the second year of the reign of | both razed the house and set it on fire: t 
he led the people as captives to Baby 


Darius, the prophets to the Jews, 
‘But in the first year King ye 



































sœ The Temple Is Completed «= 


Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, who ! Cy 
were in Judea and Jerusalem, prophesied | reigned over the country of Babylon Lg 


6:1—7:15 This passage chronicles the completion of the temple under the leadership of Haggai e | 
Zechariah. The building of the earthly temple is.a'type of our deification—becoming like God by! (ite 
grace (1Co 6:19). p AIW | igeral Hi y | 
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wrote to rebuild this howe’ vThen King 
Cyrus brought out the sacred vessels of 
gold and silver which Nebuchadnezzar had 
carried from this house in Jerusalem and 
put in his own temple, and he handed them 
over to Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar the 
governor. 'SHe then commanded him to 
carry all these vessels and put them back in 
the temple in Jerusalem, and to rebuild the 
Lord’s temple in this place. Then this 
same Sheshbazzar, after he arrived here; 
set the foundations of the Lord’s house in 
Jerusalem. From that time until now, the re- 
building has continued, but it is not yet 
completed.’ 

20“Now therefore, O king, if you so deter- 
mine, let a search be conducted in the royal 


archives of our lord the king in Babylon. | 


Jf it is discovered that the rebuilding of 
the house of the Lord in Jerusalem was 
done with the permission of King Cyrus 
and approved by our lord the king, let him | 
direct us concerning this matter.” 

22Then King Darius ordered a'‘seareh to | 
be conducted in the royal archives that | 
were delivered to Babylon. So a scroll was 
found in the palace in Ecbatana “in the | 
country. of Media wherein these words | 
were recorded: 23“In the first year of the 
reign of King Cyrus, he commanded that 
the Lord’s house in Jerusalem, where they 


sacrifice with perpetual fire; be rebuilt. “It | 
was to be sixty cubits high and'sixty cubits 


wide, with three layers of polished stones 
and one layer of new native wood. [he ex- 
penses were to be paid from King Cyrus's 
treasury. 2>The sacred vessels of the Lord’s 


house, those of both gold and silver which | 


Nebuchadnezzar had ‘carried from the 
house in Jerusalem and brought to Bab- 
ylon, these were to be returned to the house 
in Jerusalem and replaced where they were 
previously.” 

4Darius therefore commanded Sisinnes 
the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and 
Sathrabuzanes and their officers; and those 
chosen as leaders in Syria and Phoenicia, 
to stay away from the place, and to allow 
Zerubbabel the servant of the Lord and 
Zovernor of Judea, and the elders of, the 
au to erect the Lord’s house on its former 
ite 

77 also command,” re contoured: “that 
the building be completed and that: you be 
fully intent on helping the captives who re- 


turned to Judea until the completion of the | 
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Israel; 


| EZRA 7:10 





taken te to give al weontribution death the regu- 
lar tribute of Coelesyria and Phoenicia to 
these men, that is, to Zerubbabel, for bulls, 
rams, and lambs for sacrifices to the Lord. 
2, ikewise, a regular contribution must be 
given every year, without complaining, of 
wheat, salt, wine, and oil for daily con- 
sumption, as the priests in Jerusalem may 
dictate, °°so they may offer drink offerings 
to God Most High on behalf of the king and 
his children, and pray concerning their 
lives.” 

31Moreover he commanded, “As many as 
transgress or void anything written herein, 
wood should be taken from his own house 
and he will be hanged upon it. His posses- 
sions are then to be given over to the king. 

32“Therefore, may the Lord whose name 
is invoked there destroy any king and na- 
tion that shall reach forth their hands to 
prevent or ruin the house of the Lord in 
Jerusalem. 331, King Darius, declare as 
| herein decreed that this be accomplished 
diligently.” | 


Then Sisinnes, governor of Gorlecuris 
' and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes and 
his associates followed the command. of 
King Darius, 2and took diligent care of the 
holy. works,.and worked together with the 
elders of the Jews and the governors of the 
temple. “The sacred works were free from 
difficulty while the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah prophesied. 4So they completed 
these by the command of the Lord God of 
Sand with the consent of Cyrus, 
Darius, and Artaxerxes, the Persian kings, 
the house was completed the twenty-third 
day of the month of Adar during the sixth 
year of King Darius. | 
‘Then the children of Israel, and. the 
priests, the Levites, and the rest of those 


from the captivity who joined them did ac- 


cording to what is recorded in the book of 
Moses. ’For at the dedication of the Lord’s 
temple, they offered one hundred bulls, two 
hundred rams, four hundred lambs, 8and 
twelve young goats as a sin offering for all 
Israel, with reference to the number of the 


| twelve chiefs of Israel’s tribes. The priests, 


clothed in their vestments, according to 
their own people, attended to the works of 
the Lord God of Israel in accordance with 
the book of Moses, and the doorkeepers 
stood at each gate. 

» WThe children of Israel who came from 


Lord’s house, 28Furthermore, care must be re captivity kept Passover on the fourteenth 


L EZRA 7:11. 
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day of the first month, following the. priests 
and the Levites being purified together. 
But although all the Levites were purified 
together, not all the children of the captiv- 
ity were purified. '*Nevertheless they sacri- 
ficed Passover for all the children of the 
captivity, for their brother priests, and for 
themselves. The children of Israel who 


came from the captivity and all who sought | 


the Lord and separated themselves from 
the abominations of the people of the land 
ate the paschal lamb. '4They also observed 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven 
days and rejoiced before the Lord. !5For He 
changed the counsel of the king of the As- 
Syrians regarding them to. make. their 
hands strong in the works of the Lord God 
of Israel. 


æ Ezra Returns to Jerusalem 7> 
Now Ezra was born after these events, 
when King Artaxerxes of the Persians 
was reigning. Ezra was the son of Seraiah, 
the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the | 
son of Shallum,' 2the son of Zadok, the son | 
of Ahitub, the son of Amariah, the son of 
Uzzi, the son of Bukki; the son of Abishua, 
the son of Phineas, the son of tleazar, the 
son of Aaron the high ‘priest. °“fhis Ezra 
came up out of Babylon as a scribe well- 
versed in the Law of Moses given by the 
God of Israel. ‘The king gave him honor, for 
he found favor before him in all his peti- 
tions. 
5Some of the children of Israel, and some 
of the priests, Levites, temple singers, door- 
keepers and temple servants also came up 
with him to Jerusalem. This took place in 
the seventh year of Artaxerxes’ reign, in 
the fifth month (this was his seventh year 
as king). "For they departed from Babylon | 
on the new moon of the first month and en- 
tered Jerusalem on the new moon of the 
fifth month, according to the prosperous 
journey given them by the Lord. 7For Ezra 
had such great skill that he left out nothing 
from the law and commandments of the 
Lord. He taught all Israel the complete or- 
dinances and judgments. | 


æ. Artaxerxes’ Letter to Ezra ~ 


8A written ordinance from King Artax- 
erxes came to Ezra the priest and reader of 
the law of the Lord. A copy of it is as fol- 
lows: 








“King Artaxerxes, to fan the Driest 
reader of the law of the Lord: Greetings 
have decided to be benevolent and 0 ong 
that any among the Jews, the Driests 
Levites, and those in our kingdont 
wish and choose to do so may te 
you to Jerusalem. 

“As many therefore as have sg 
mined, let them go out together with w 
(as this has seemed good to me ang » 
seven friends who are my advisors) is 


they may take care of matters concerp 


Judea and Jerusalem, as recorded in th, 
law of the Lord, land also carry gifts to thy 
Lord of Israel which I and my friends hay 
vowed for Jerusalem. If any gold and silye 


is found in the country of Babylon for the 


Lord in Jerusalem, let this also be collected. 


| along with any gifts from the nation for the 
| temple of their Lord in Jerusalem, “both gj 


nes 


gold and silver for bulls, rams, and lambs, 
and whatever is needed with them, "to of 
fer sacrifices upon the altar of their Lordin 
| Jerusalem, 

“Whatever you and your brethren de 
cide to do with the silver and gold, do it ac 
cording to the will of your God, "as wella 
with the holy vessels of the Lord given t 
you for the needs of the temple of your Got 
in Jerusalem. !8Whatever else remains thal | 
you may happen- to need for the temple d 
your God, it will be given you from the 


| King’s treasury. 


19%]; King Artaxerxes, have ordered the 
treasurers of Syria and Phoenicia thi 
whatever Ezra the priest and reader of tht 
law of the Almighty God requests, they a 


| to be diligent to give him, up to the sum 


| any priests, Levites, temple singers, 4 


one hundred talents of silver, Xand like: 
wise, up to one hundred measures i 
wheat, one hundred measures of wine, 
an abundance of salt. 2!Let all these t 
be performed carefully according to ! 
law of God for the Most High God, that Hi 
anger may not descend on the kingdom ih! 
the king or his sons. 22] also say to you 
no tribute or penalty is to be imposed U soot 
keepers, temple servants, or anyone havi 
duties in this temple. Nor does anyon E | 
the authority to levy any taxes upon tħ ni 
2“As for you, Ezra, appoint judges ©, 
justices in all Syria and Phoenicia at mil 






ing to the wisdom of God, that they © 


8:1-7 Ezra was one appointed by God to stuighy's and know the Law of Moses y 3), that be might 


it to others. 


judge everyone who knows the law of your 
God; but you shall instruct those who do 
not know it. 24For whoever transgresses the 
law of your God and the royal law will be 
severely punished, either by death or. an- 
other punishment, or by :a -monetary 
penalty or imprisonment.” 





=% Return of the Leaders .= 

25So Ezra the scribe said, “Blessed is the 
only Lord God, who put these things into 
the king’s heart to glorify His house in 
Jerusalem, and who gave me honor be- 
fore the king and before his advisors, 
friends, and nobles. 7I was very encour- 
aged by the help of my Lord and God and 
brought together men of Israel to journey 
with me.” 

28Here are the officers according to their 
paternal families and the governors who 
came up with me from Babylon during the | 
reign of King Artaxerxes: 22Of the sons of | 
Phineas, Gershom; of the sons of Ithamar, 
Gamael; of the sons of David, Haitush the | 
son of Sechenias; 2"of the sons of Parosh, 
Zechariah, and with him one hundred fitty 
men from the register; “lof the sons of | 
Pahath-Moab, EFliehoenai the son of Zer- 
ahiah, and with him two hundred men; “of 
the sons of Zattu, Secheniah the son of Ja- 
haziel, and with him three hundred men; of 
the sons of Adin, Obed the son of Jonathan, 
and with him two hundred fifty men; *%of 
the sons of Elam, Josiah son of Gotholiah, 
and with him seventy men; #4of the sons of 
Shephatiah, Zeraiah the son of Michael, 
and with him seventy men; *%of the sons of 
Joab, Obadiah son of Jehiel, and with him 
two hundred twelve men; *°of the sons of 
Bani, Shelomith the son of Josiphiah, and 
with him one hundred sixty men; *’of the 
sons of Bebai, Zechariah the son of Bebai, 
and with him twenty-eight men; *%of the 
sons of Azag, Johanan the son of 
Hakkatan, and with him one hundred ten 
men; %%of the sons of Adonikam, the last- 
ones, and these are their names: Eliphalat, 
Jeuel, and Shemaiah, and with them sev- 
enty men; 4°of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai the 
son of Istalcurus, and with him seventy 
men, 

4] gathered them together at the river 
Called Theras. We camped there for three 
days, and I carefully observed them. 
“When I did not find among them any sons 
Of priests or Levites, 431 sent word to 
Eleazar, duel, Maasmas, Jarib, Nathan, El- 
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nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, who 
were officers and men of understanding. “1 
directed them to go to Iddo, who was the 
leader over the place of the treasury, “and 
commanded them to reason with Iddo and 
his brothers and those at the place of the 


| treasury to send us those who would serve 


as priests in the house of our Lord. *°By the 
mighty hand of our Lord, they brought us 
skilled men of the sons of Mahli, the son of 
Levi, the son of Israel, that is, Sherebiah 
and his eighteen sons and brothers; */and 
also Asebiah and Annunus, and Hosaiah 
his brother, of the sons of Chanounaius, 
and their sons, twenty men; *#and of the 


servants of the temple whom David and the 


officers appointed for the work of the 


_Levites, two. hundred twenty temple ser- 


vants. The list of all their names was made 
known. | | 

49There I declared a fast before our Lord 
for the young men, **to.seek from Him a 
safe journey for us and for those coming 
with us, for our children and cattle. 5H was 
ashamed to ask the king for infantry, cav- 
alry, and an escort for safety against our 
enemies. For we said to the king, “The 
strength of our Lord shall be with those 
who seek Him for any correction.” Again 
we implored.our Lord about all this, and we 
obtained His mercy. 

Then I separated twelve men, Serebiah 
and Asabiah, chief leaders among the 
priests, and also ten men from among their 
brothers with them. 5I weighed out to them 
silver and gold, and the sacred vessels from 
the house of our Lord, which the king him- 
self, his advisors, the nobles, and all Israel 
had given us. *°After weighing it, I deliv- 
ered to them six hundred fifty talents of sil- 
ver, Silver vessels worth one hundred tal- 
ents, one hundred talents of gold, twenty 
bowls of wrought gold, and twelve vessels 
made of fine bronze that glistened like 
gold. 57I said to them, “You are set apart to 
the Lord, as are the sacred vessels and the 
silver and gold. [hey are a vow to the Lord, 
to the Lord of our fathers, Be alert and 
keep guard until you hand them over to the 
chief leaders among the priests and 


| Levites, and to the heads of the paternal 


families of Israel in Jerusalem, to be put in 
the chambers of the house of our Lord,” 
“Then the priests and Levites took the sil- 
ver, the gold, and the vessels that had been 
in Jerusalem and carried, them into the 
house of the Lord, 


LEZRA 8:60 __ sal 


80We broke cap at the ivèr Theras on 
the twelfth day of the first month and 
came to Jerusalem, the mighty hand of our 
Lord with us. He delivered us on the way 
from every enemy, 
Jerusalem, ®lAfter we had been there 
three days, the gold and silver were 
weighed and brought to the house of our 
Lord to Marmuth the priest, son of Uriah. 
62F leazar the son of Phineas was with him, 
as well as the Levites, Josabad the son of 
Joshua and Moeth the son of Sabannus. 
They counted the number and weight of 
everything, which was recorded at that 
very moment. 

63Those who arrived: from the captivity 
offered sacrifices to the Lord, the God of Is- 
rael: twelve bulls: for all Israel, ninety-six 
rams, seventy-two lambs, and twelve male 
goats as a thank offering—all as a sacrifice 
to the Lord. “Then they presented the 
king’s ordinances to the royalstewards and | 
governors of Coelesyria and’ Phoenicia, 
and they honored the people and the tem- 
ple of the Lord. 

65After this was done, the leaders came 
to me and said,t 66“The people of Israel, the 
priests, and the Levites have not separated 
from the foreign peoples of the land and 
from their uncleanness: the Caananites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the 
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Edomites. 
67Kor they and their sons have married their 
daughters, and the holy seed has been min- 
gled with the foreign peoples of the land; 
and from the beginning of this situation the 
leaders and the nobles have participated in 
this sin.” 

®6The moment I heard this, I tore my gar- 
ments and my sacred apparel, pulled out 
hair from my head and beard, and sat down 
deep in turmoil and great sadness.t Then 


as Many as ever were moved by the word of | 


the Lord of Israel, these gathered around 
me as I mourned over this lawlessness and 
sat in deep distress until the evening sacri- 
fice. 70Then I rose up from the fast with my 
garments and sacred apparel torn, bowed 
down on my knees, and stretched out my 
hands to the Lord, saying; | 


*j. 


8:65-67 Fhe law reveals the truth about the sins of the People, and transgression of the law i is Quins 


able by death (8:24). 3 


8:68-92 Ezra Ís seen to be a man of prayer who repents for the sins of the people. Seeing ieee 
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and we entered. 


Sa 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_————— 


| for we were left as a root to this ven dë i 


kings of the earth, to the sword, to 


‘root. But we turned back once more” 










_ u Ezra’s Prayer to God. ~ 
719 Lord, I am shamed and hesitant pe 
fore Your face. For our sins abounde. 
above our heads, and our iznotanet i | 
risen up to heaven. From the time a ji 7 
fathers until this day, we are in gr 
"Because of our iniquities and those of J 
fathers, we with our brothers, our 4 
and our priests were handed over toy 
ity, to foraging, in shamefulness until ti 
very day. x 

“Now how great is the mercy that ha 
come to us from You, O Lord! For You hay 
left us a root and a name in this place g 
Your sanctuary, to unveil a light to usin 
the house of our Lord and God and to giye 
us food in the time of our captivity. "Even 
in our servitude we were never forsaken hy 
our Lord, but He gave us fayor with the 
kings of Persia, “who gave us food ang 
honored the temple of our Lord. They aly. 
| raised up Zion from destruction and gag 
us a firm footing in Judea and Jerusalem. 

79*So now, what are we to Say, O Lori 
since we have these things? For we di 
obeyed Your ordinances which You gaye by 
the hand .of Your servants the prop ets, 
who said, 8°‘The land into which you art 
entering as an inheritance is a land mate 
unclean by the defilement of the foreig 
peoples of the land, for they have filledit 
with their impurity. §'Thus, you are ‘not to 




















give your daughters in marriage to their 


sons, nor take their daughters for youl 
sons. *2Never seek to live in peace wit 
them, that you may be strong and partake 
of the good things of the land, giving it! : 
your children as an inheritance forever: | 
_ §3“Everything that happened to us cat 
about because of our evil.works and 0! 
many sins. 84You, O Lord, lightened the yel 
den of our iniquities and gave us so greal® 




















transgress Your law, to mingle with the i 4 
purity of the foreigners in the land. * 
You not furious with us to destroy us ul tl | 
there was no root left, nor a seed, n€ 
name? You are faithful, O Lord of Is 





A 
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if 


* 


ie 


(v. 89), the leaders call a fast, and the people begin to repent and pray with one voice, for witho aU $ | 


pentance there can be no mercy (v.'75) and no salvation. Thus, as through one man's prayers | Israel 
saved, so through Christ's prayer (see Jn 17) the world is saved and the law fulfilled. 





s7RBehold, we are now before You in our law- 
lessness, for because of this there is no 
place for us to stand before You.” — 

sAs Ezra was praying and giving 
thanks, weeping and prostrate on the 
ground before ‘the temple, a very large 
crowd gathered around him—men, women, 
and young men from Jerusalem—for there 
was great lamentation among the people. 





~a Foreign Wives Are Put Away > 

89Then Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one 
of the sons of Israel, called out and said:to 
Ezra, “We sinned against the Lord in taking 
foreign wives from among: the peoples ‘of 
the land, but now there is hope in Israel. 
9] etus swear an oath to the Lord in this, to 
put away all-our foreign wives with their 


TI te a 


thers. 9Do His will and be separate from the 


peoples of the land and from your foreign 


wives” ` feo 

\0Then all the people cried out and said 
with a loud voice, “Thus as You have said, 
we will do. !'But our number is great and it 
is wintertime, sò we cannot stand in the 


open air and find a way to do this work in 


| 


one or two days; for we have sinned greatly 
in these matters. !2So let the leaders of the 
people remain, and let those in our commu- 
nities who have foreign wives return at an 
appointed time! to ‘meet ‘with the elders 
and judges of each settlement until we are 
delivered from the Lord’s wrath in this 
matter.” Jonathan the son of Asahel and 
Jehziah the son of Thokanos accepted their 
conditions, and Meshullam, Levi, and 


children, as decided by you and by as many | Shabbethai agreed to be fellow arbitrators 
as obey the law of the Lord. “Standup and | with them. All those from the captivity 


complete this task; for it is in your hands, 
and we are with you to take firm action.” 
2S Ezra stood up and commanded the 
leaders of the priests and the Levites of ali 


| 
|. 
1 


Israel to act accordingly. Thus they swore 
. pegit their examinations of the men who 


an oath. 


Then Ezra arose from the court of the 
temple and went into the chamber of 
Jehohanan the son of Eliashib, 7He spent 
the night there and ate no bread nor drank 
any water, but mourned over the great law- 
lessness of the people. | 
3A proclamation went forth throughout 
all Judea and Jerusalem that everyone 
from the captivity should gather in 


Jerusalem,t *But for those who would not 


meet in two or three days, according to the 
presiding elders, their cattle would be con- 
fiscated for sacrifice and the men them- 


selves would be excluded from the people | 


who returned from exile.°So the men from 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin gathered 
in Jerusalem on the third day, which was 
on the twentieth day of the ninth month, 
“Because of the inclement weather, all the 
people sat down, shivering together in the 
spacious court outside the temple.* 

7Ezra stood to his feet and spoke to them, 
saying, “You acted lawlessly and married 
foreign women, so you added to the sin of 
Israel, Now therefore, make your confes- 
sion and glorify the Lord God of our fa- 


9:3, 4 This was a compulsory gathering where the people would listen to Ezra’s exhortation (v. 7). 





also were in agreement with this. 

Then Ezra‘the priest chose for himself 
leading men of their paternal families, 
naming all of them, and on the first day of 
the tenth month they sat down together to 


had taken foreign wives. These cases were 
brought to a conclusion on the new moon 
of the first month... o=; , 

i8Those priests who were found to, have 
foreign wives. were: from the sons of 
Jeshua, the son of Jozadak and. his 
brethren, Maseiah, Eliazar, Jarib, and Jo- 
dan. 2°They swore under oath to put away 
their wives and to make atonement with 
rams for their ignorance. 2'The priests from 
the sons of Immer were Ananias, Zebadiah, 
Manes and Shemaiah and Jehiel and 
Azariah. 22And from the sons. of. Pashur: 
Elionai, Maasiah, Ishmael,.Nathanael, 
Okideilus, and Salthas.. an Sone 

23From the Levites there were Jozabad 
and Shimei and Kolaiah, who was Kalitah, 
and Pethaiah and Judah and Jonah; **and 


from the temple singers. there_.were 


Fliashib and Bacchurus; ^and from the 


gatekeepers there were Shallum and Tol- 
i} ; i 


banes. natoni ib srdit to ana 

26And from Israel: from the sons of Pho- 
rus, there were Jermas, Izziah, Melchiah, 
Mijamin, Eleazar, Asibias, and Benaiah. 
27From the sons of Elam there were Matta- 
niah, Zechariah, Jezrielus and Obadiah, 





9:6-15 The cold weather prompts the people to request that dealing with the problem of foreign 


Wives (v, 9) be handled in the local settlements, 
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Jeremoth and Elijah. 28From the: sons “of 
Zamoth there were Eliadas, Eliasimus, Oth- 
oniah, Jeremoth, Sabathus, and Zerdaiah. | 
“From the sons of Bebai, there were Jo- 
hannes, Ananias, Zabdus, and Emathis. 
From the sons of Mani there were Ola- 
mus, Mamuchus, - Jedaiah, Jashub, 
Asaeilus, and Jeremoth. 31From the sons of 
Addi there were Naathus, Moossiah, Lac- 
cunus, Naidus, Bescaspasmas, Sestheel, 


Balnouas, and Manasseh. °2From the sons | 
of Annan there were Elionas, Asaias, | 


Melchias, Sabbaias, and Simon Chosama- 
ias: From the sons of Asam there were 
Maltannias, Mattathias, Zabannias, Elipha- 
lat, Manasseh, and Shimei. “+From the sons 
of Bahni there were Jeremiah, Mamdias, 
Maerus, Joel, Mamdai, Paedias, Vaniah, 
Carabasian,, Eliasibas,; Mamnitanaimas, 
Eliasis, -Bannous, . Elialis, Shomeis, 
Shelemiah, and Nethaniah. From.the sons 
of Ezora there were Shessis, Ezriel, 
Azeilas, Samatus, Zambris, and Joseph; 
and from the sons-of Noomah there were 
Mazitias, Zabadias, Iddo, Joel, and Bena- 
lah. °°All of these married foreign women, 
whom they sent away along with their chil- 
dren. 


~. The Reading of the Law => 

37The priests, the Levites, and those from 
Israel settled in Jerusalem and in the coun- 
tryside on the new moon of the seventh 
month. So the children of Israel were in 
their dwelling places. °*Then all the people 
gathered with one accord in the spacious 
place before the east gate of the temple. 
9They asked ‘Ezra the high priest and 
reader to bring the Law of Moses, which 
had been handed down by the Lord God of 


Israel. 4°So Ezra the high priest brought the | 


law for all the people—both men, women, 
and all the priests—to hear the law on the 
new moon of the seventh month. *'He read 
aloud in the open place before the temple 





9:42 Ezra read the law from a judgment seat, a place of authority erected for him (see 3:14). 

9:55 That the hearers of the law were inspired by the words of the Scriptures brings to mind the © 
sponse of the disciples (“Did not our heart burn within us?) as the Lord Jesus Christ opened to wag | 
the fa! Scriptures (Lk 24:32). 
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side. 








they gathered together.t 










gate from early morning to noonday ig in 
presence of both men and women; ana” 
the people paid attention to the law, 4 2p 
the priest and reader of the law nd 
the wooden judgment seat that ha 
made ready.t ‘Mattathias, Shamp na a 
Ananias, Azariah, Uriah, Hernan B 
Baalsamus stood beside him at his rig 
“4At his left side stood Pe 

Mishael, Melcaiah, Lothasubus, , Nabari 
and Zechariah. 

45Then Ezra took in hand the book Of the 
law in the presence of the people, i 
had the seat of honor before all of t 
46and when he opened the law, all of th 
stood up straight. Ezra then blessed’ 
Lord God Most High, the God of Hosts, tte 
Almighty. 4/All the people cried 
“Amen!” They raised up their hands, the 
fell prostrate on the ground and worship 
the Lord. 

48The Levites, Jeshua, Anniuth, Sarabiah 
Jadinus, Jakoubas, Sabbateus, Autias, Ma 
annas, Kalitas, Azariah and J ozabdas, Am 
nias, and Pelaiah, taught the law of th 
Lord. At the same time, they explained 
what was being read. 

49Attarates then spoke to Ezra the higt 









| priest and reader, and to the Levites whi! 


taught the people, and to the multitude 
saying, “This day is holy to the Low 
(now all were weeping when they heard the 


law), 5!“so go therefore and eat the fat and 


drink the sweet, and send a gift to thos 
who have none. *2For this day is holy to thè 
Lord. Do not be grieved, for the Lord W 

honor you.” So the Levites gave a cote 


mand to all the people, saying, “This day Ë 


holy; do not be grieved.” 

54Then everyone went on their way toell 
and drink, to gladden themselves, to 2 
gifts to those who were lacking, and 0 
heartily rejoice. 5For they were inspi 
the words which were taught to them. a 
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i Dat e—Dated at the return from exile iğ Persia from 538 to 410 BC. 





Major Theme= The God of heaven Himself will prosper us (Neh 2:20). Ezra 
warns the people in Jerusalem that God requires absolute faithfulness to the — 
Law of Moses and the prescribed temple worship. The future of the Israelites 


depends on their removal of all corrupting influences and cultures, especially 
the pagan practices of the Philistines, Samaritans, and Egyptians. 7 
Another unifying theme is a reminder that the chosen people of God are- 
to trust in Him and not in their military strength, because God delivers those 
that obey His laws and trust Him. Therefore, this book is considered a book — 
of theology and not strictly history, since the emphasis 1s on the connection 
between sin and punishment fer not following God, and faithfulness and 


blessing when God’s commands are kept. 


c Backerou nd—Cyrus the Persian overthrew Babylon in 539 BC and issued his 
decree allowing the Jews to return in 538. The return to their homeland 
~ occurred in three waves over the next one hundred years. Ezra returned in 


the second group, in 457 BC. 


(Outline cE ia! 

‘1. The Exiles Return from Babylon 
(1:1—2:70) | 

Il. Building of the Temple Begun (3;1—4:24) 

III. The Temple Is Finally Finished (5:1—6:22) 
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«=. Cyrus’s Order to Rebuild the Temple = 
] Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 

Persia, that the word of the Lord from 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 


the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king. 
of Persia, and he made a proclamation 
throughout his entire kingdom, and even | 


put it in writing, saying,t 2“Thus says Cyrus 
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[V. Ezra Goes to Jerusalem (7:1—8:36) 
V. The Great Confession, Repentance, and 
Reform (9:1—10:44) n> 
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king of the Persians: “The Lord God of 
heaven gave to me all the kingdoms of the 


| earth. And He commanded me to build Him 


a house at Jerusalem in Judea. “Who is 
there among you from all His people? For 
his God shall be with him, and he shall go 
up to Jerusalem in Judea and rebuild the 


house of the God of Israel. He is the God 





1:1 The word of the Lord came in fulfillment of Jer 36:10 


1:1-4 The kings of the earth, who receive authority from t 


God to fulfill His plan. 


sy al 
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he Lord (Jn 19:11; Rom 13:1-7), are used by 








remaining from all the places where he 
lives as a stranger, the people from where 
he lives shall help him with silver and gold, 
and goods, and livestock, along with 
freewill offerings for the house of the God 
which is in Jerusalem.’ ” 

‘Then the heads of the families of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, with all whose spirits God stirred 
up arose to go up and rebuild the house of 
the Lord, which is in Jerusalem.t *And all 
those around them encouraged them with 
vessels of silver and gold, with goods and 
livestock, and by. gifts, in addition to the 
freewill offerings. 7King Cyrus brought out 
the articles of the house of the Lord which 
Nebuchadnezzar took away from Jerusalem 
and then placed in the house of his god.t 
Sand Cyrus king of the Persians brought 
them out by the hand of Mithredath the 
treasurer, and counted them out to Shesh- 
bazzar, a ruler of Judah. °And this is their | hundred twenty-three; 2°the sons of Gibbar 
number: thirty gold basins, one thousand | were ninety-five: 2!the sons of Bethlehem 
silver basins, twenty-nine knives, thirty | were one hundred twenty-three; 2the sons _ 
gold bowls, two hundred silver bowls. ‘and | of Netophah were fifty-six; the sons oi 
one thousand other vessels.)!!All the ves-  ADathoth were one hundred twenty-eight 
sels of gold and silver going up with Shesh- | “the sons of Azmaveth were forty-two; | 
bazzar from the land of exile, from Babylon | “the sons of Kirjath Arim, Chephirah, and 
into. Jerusalem, totaled five thousand four | Beeroth were seven hundred forty-three 





two; *the sons of Arah were seven hunda. 
seventy-five; "the sons of Pahath-Moap 
longing to the sons of Jesus and Joab we, 
two thousand eight hundred twelve: +e 
sons of Elam were one thousand two hie 
dred fifty-four; *the sons of Zattu weren. 
hundred forty-five; °the sons of Zaca | 
were seven hundred sixty; the sons y 
Bani were six hundred forty-two; lithe so 

of Bebai were six hundred: twenty-three 

the sons of Azgad were three thousand 
| two hundred twenty-two; "the sons g 
 Adonikam were six hundred sixty-six: the 
sons of Bigvai were two thousand fifty-six 
the sons of Adin were four hundred fifty- 
four; '*the sons of Ater belonging to 
Hezekiah were ninety-eight; !’the sons of 
Bezai were three hundred twenty-three: 
ithe sons of Jorah were one’ hundred 
twelve; the sons of Hashum were ty 


hundred. “the sons of Ramah and Geba were six | 
hundred twenty-one; 2’the men of Michmas 
=. The Census of Those Returning were one hundred twenty-two; 28the men of 


VALUE aS Bethel and Ai were four hundred twenty 
p And these are the sons from the places | three: 2%he sons of Nebo were fifty-two; 
_ of the people who had gone up from | 3%the sons of Magbish were one hundred | 
the captivity, whom Nebuchadnezzar the fifty-six; Ithe sons of Elam were one thou- 
king of Babylon had carried away,and set- | sand two hundred fifty-four; 32the sons 0 
tled in Babylon, and who returned to Harim were three hundred twenty; “the 
Jerusalem and Judea, every man into his | sons of Lod, Aroth, and Ono were seve! 
city.t Those who came with Zerubbabel hundred twenty-five: *4the sons of Jericho 
were Jesus, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, | were three hundred forty-five; 35the sons 0 
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum. Senaah were three thousand six hundi 
and Baanah. thirty; %the priests: the sons of Jedaiah bê 
_ The number of the men of the people of longing to the house of Jesus were mil’ 
Israel: *the sons of Parosh were two thou- | hundred seventy-three; 37the sons of Imm! 





1:3 He is the God , . . in Jerusalem: Deities were generally seen as belonging to.a specific location, Yt 
this statement is also prophetic in that it points as well to the New Jerusalem, the eternal cityovel | 
which God reigns and in which all nations will dwell (Rev 21). Same O 
1:5 Unlike the exodus from Egypt, in which all Jews fled bondage, only those Jews whose spirits God i 
stirred up fled from Babylon, Because life had become relatively comfortable, many were content tà 
forsake Jerusalem and live under foreign rule. | e EDE eel ews : 
1:7-11 The return of the sacred vessels was to furnish the temple. The water basins and wine bowls 
look ahead to the sacraments of baptism and the Eucharist. nad 
2:1 Judea was a province of Babylon. Though most of the people taken in the Babylonian Captivity". 
died in Babylon, still there was an effort by their descendants to retu rn every man into his city of 


rim 


Judea. ver ai 















were one thousand fifty-two; the sons 

Pashhur were one thousand two hundred 
forty-seven; the sons of Harim’ were one 
thousand seven; ‘the Levites, the sons of 


of Hodaviah were seventy-four: 4!the 
singers: the sons of Asaph were one hun- 
dred twenty-eight; #the sons of the gate- 
keepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons 
of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons. of 
Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the sons of 
Shobal were one hundred thirty-nine in all: 
43the Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the sons 
of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, “the 
sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha, the sons of 
Padon, “the sons of Lebanah, the sons of 
Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 4¢the sons 
of Hagab, the sons of Shalmai, the sons of 
Hanan, “the sons of Giddel, the sons of Ga- 
har, the sons of Reaiah, “8the sons of Rezin, 
the sons of Nekoda, the sons of Gazzam., 
“the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, the 
sons of Besai, “the sons of Asnah, the sons 
of Meunim, the sons of Nephusim, 5!the 
sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the 
sons of Harhur, the sons of Bazluth: 
the sons of Mehida, the sons of Harsha. 
the sons of Barkos,’the sons of Sisera. the 
sons of Tamah, **the sons of Neziah, ‘and 
the sons of Hatipha; the sons of Abde- 
selma: the sons of Sotai, the sons of So- 
phereth, the sons of Peruda, “the sons’ of 
Jaala, the sons of Darkon,; the sons of Gid- 
del, the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of 


Hattil, the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, | 


and the sons of Ami; all the Nethinim and 
the sons of Abdeselma were three hundred 
ninety-two, 

"And these came up from Tel Melah; Tel 
Harsha; Cherub, Addan, and Immer; but 
they could not identify their father’s house 
or their seed, whether it was of Israel: the 
sons of Delaiah, the sons of Bua, the sons 
Of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda were six 
hundred fifty-two; ®!and of the sons of the 
Priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of 
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Koz, and the sors Barzillat,\who took a 
wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gile- 
adite, and was called by their name. 


A | &These sought their names among those 
Jesus and Kadmiel, belonging to the sons 


registered by genealogy, but they were not 
found. Therefore they were excluded from 
the priesthood. And Athersatha told them 


not to eat from the holy things until a priest 


Should arise with 
tions.t 

ŝ&And the whole assembly together 
counted forty-two thousand three hundred 
sixty, besides their male and female ser- 
vants, of whom there were seven thousand 
three hundred thirty-seven; and there were 
two hundred men and women singers. 
‘They had seven hundred thirty-six 
horses, two hundred forty-five mules, 
‘7four hundred thirty-five camels, and six 
thousand seven hundred twenty donkeys. 

6And some from the heads of the fami- 
lies, when they came up to the house of the 
Lord in Jerusalem, offered freely for the 
house of God to erect it in its place.t Ac- 
cording to their ability, they gave to the 


the Lights and Perfec- 


i treasury for the work sixty-one thousand 
| pieces of pure gold, five thousand pieces of 
| silver, and one hundred garments of the 
| priests. 7So the priests and the Levites, 


some of the people, the singers, the gate- 
keepers, and the temple servants settled 
down in their cities, and all Israel in their 


cies. 


~ The Feast of Tabernacles Observed -7 


And when the seventh month had 

come and the children of Israel were in 
their cities, the people gathered together as 
one person in Jerusalem.t 2Then Jeshua the 
son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, 
and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his 
brothers, arose and built the altar of the 
God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, 
as it is written in the Law of Moses the man 
of God.t 3And they set up the altar on the 
place, for fear had come upon them 


2:63 This command prefigures the New Testament Eucharist, of which none may partake without the 
Presence of the bishop or his priest. The Lights and Perfections are the Urim and Thummim, part of the 


igh priest's vestments used to discern God's will. 


2:68-70 Freewill offerings for the house of God are an indication of faithfulness and show that wor- 
Ship was'a high priority for the Jews who had returned, » | 


3:1 The people assembling as one person is fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2:1) and in the Church when we 
assemble in unity for'the Eucharist as the one Body of Christ. = | | 


3:2-6 Just as the burnt offerings of the Jews were offered on the altar at all the Jewish festivals, so in 


e Church, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is commemorated at the Eucharist throughout the liturgical 


wors 


Å wn 


year, Notice the priorities these faithful Jews had in their restoration project. First, they established their 
hip (v. 6), Second, they built their temple (6:1), Last, they rebuilt the city, fi mo 
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because of the neigħboring peoples of the 
land, and they offered whole burnt offer- 
ings upon it to the Lord, both morning and 
evening. ‘They also kept the Feast of 
Tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the 
daily burnt offerings in the number 
required by ordinance for each day. 
“Afterwards they offered the regular burnt 
offering, and those for New Moons and for 
all the appointed feasts of the Lord that 
were consecrated, and those of everyone 
who willingly offered a freewill offering to 
the Lord. On the first day of the seventh 
month they began to offer whole burnt 
offerings to the Lord, although the founda- 
tion of the house of the Lord had not yet 
been laid. ‘They also gave money to the 
masons and the carpenters, and food, 
drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and 
Tyre to bring cedar logs from Lebanon to 
the sea, to Joppa, according to the permis- 
sion which they had from Cyrus king of 
Persia.t 





s. Temple Restoration Begins sa 


‘Now in the second month of the second 
year of their coming to the house of God at 
Jerusalem, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtie] 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak began the 
work, together with the rest of their people, 
the priests and the Levites, and all those re- 
turning from exile tu Jerusalem. They ap- 
pointed the Levites from twenty years and 
above to oversee the work of the house of 
the Lord.t %And Jeshua with ‘his sons and 
brothers, and Kadmiel with his sons, and 
the sons of Judah arose to oversee those 


working on the house of God: the sons of | 


Henadad, their sons, and their brethren the 
Levites, 

And they laid the foundation for the 
building of the house of the Lord. And the 
priests stood in their apparel with trum- 


pets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, | 


3:7 Starting with Abraham (Gn 14:18-20), the tradition of God's people for givin mone to the Lord 5 
to give a tithe (Mal 3:8-12) plus freewill offerings. This is how the temple wes built, and AS- how the 


Church is built. 


3:8-11 The young Levites together with the sons of Judah begin to lay the foundation for the temple 
This is fulfilled through Jesus Christ and His apostles in the building of the Church (Mt 21:42: 


1Co 3:9-17; Eph 2:19-22). 


3:12, 13 The beginning of the temple restoration was a time of bright sadness: Some went with a loud | 
voice while others were shouting for joy. The sadness was over the loss of the first temple—Solomons 
glorious temple—and the memory of the sin that led to its downfall, The joy was in the hope of the A 


completion of the temple's foundation. 


4:1-5 “He who is not with Me is against Me," said Christ (Mt 12:30), and the neiat : f the Je 
turned quickly against their efforts to rebuild God's house. When we ANAN ee be almost 


certain to meet opposition, 








a house to our God, for we ourselves wil | 








with cymbals, to praise the Lord, according 
to the ordinance of David king of Israel 
U And they sang antiphonally in praise an 
thanksgiving to the Lord that He jg øn, 
that His mercy is upon Israel forever 4r, 
all the people shouted with a loud voicey 
give praise to the Lord, for the founda. 
of the house of the Lord was laid, up, 
many of the priests and the Levites andy 
elders and the heads of the father’s house 
who had seen the first temple on its fou. 
dation and with their own eyes saw thi 





| house, wept with a loud voice. But the my, 


titude, shouting with joy and gladness, 
lifted up their voices in song,* land the 
people could not distinguish the shouting 
voices of joy and gladness from the wailing 


of the people weeping, for the peopl 


shouted out with a loud shout, and the 
sound was heard afar off. 


s Opposition to Restoring the Temple m 
Now when those oppressing Judah and 
Benjamin heard that the sons. of the | 
captivity were building a house to the Lori 
God of Israel,t 2they approached Zerub- 
babel and the heads of the father’s houses 
and said to them, “We will rebuild with you, 
for we seek as you do, and we have sacri: 
ficed to Him since the days of Esarhaddon 
king of Assyria, who brought us here.” “But 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the | 
heads of the father’s houses of Israel said 
to them, “It is not for us and you to rebuild | 
























rebuild it to the Lord our God, as King 
Cyrus the king of the Persians commanded 
us.” ‘But the people of the land were weal 
ening the hands of the people of Judah, an 
were hindering them from building, *alé 
hiring people to work against them to {rus 
trate their purpose all the days of Cyn 
King of Persia, even until the reign 
Darius king of Persia. 
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- Resistance to Rebuilding Jerusalem sm 
6In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the begin- 
ning of his reign, they wrote a letter against 
the inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem. | 
7And in the days of Artaxerxes, Mithrad- 
ites, and Tabeel, along with their fellow ser- 
vants, they wrote in peace to Artaxerxes 
the king of Persia. The one levying tribute 
wrote a letter, one having been translated 
from the Syrian language. 8Rehum the 
chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote 
one letter against Jerusalem to the king, | 
Artaxerxes: 

Thus has judged Rehum the chancellor 
and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of 
our fellow servants the Dinaites, the 
Apharsathchites, the Tarphalaeans, | 
Apharsaeans, the Archuaeans, the Bab- 
ylonians, the people of Susa—who are 
Elamites, and the rest of the nations 
whom the great and noble Osnapper sent 
out to colonize the land, and he resettled 
them in the cities of Samaria, and the 
rest of them on the other side of the 





l6We therefore point out to the king that 
if, this city is rebuilt and its walls re- | 
stored, there will not be peace. | 
'7The king sent an answer: 

To Rehum the chancellor, to Shimshai | 
the scribe, to the rest of their compan- 
ions who dwelt in Samaria, and to the re- 
mainder beyond the River: | 
Peace.t |8The tax assessor you sent to us | 
was summoned before me, Pand a com- | 
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mand was given by me, and we exam- 
ined for ourselves and found that this 
city in previous days raised up in opposi- 
tion to kings, and that rebellions and de- 
sertions take place in it. 2°There have 
also been mighty kings over Jerusalem 
who have ruled over all the region be- 
yond the River; and tax, tribute, and cus- 
fom were paid to them. 2!Now give the 
command to make these men cease, that 
this city may not be built until the com- 
mand is given by me. Take heed now 
that you do not fail to do this. Why 





River | | Should damage increase to the hurt of 
ses af - ! Frea kei q9 

This is the substance of the letter they | ints | tor Ki 

Pane RTL | -Ihen the tax assessor for King Artax- 


To Artaxerxes the king, from your ser- | S65 read the letter before Rehum the 
vants the men beyond the River Jordan | chancellor, Shimshai the scribe, and their 
Let it be known to the king that the | COM@Petmlons. And they went up in haste to 
Jews coming up from you to us came to Jerusalem against the Jews, and by force of 
Jerusalem, and they are rebuilding this sey tnemicease 

rebellious and wicked city, and repairing hi i the WOIK of the house of God 
its walls and raising up its foundations.t W ich E at Jerusalem ceased, and it was 
3Now let it be known to the king that if discontinued until the second year of the 
that city is rebuilt and if its walls are re- reign of Darius king of Persia. 

stored, you will not collect any taxes, nor 
will they pay anything, and this wrongs 
the king. '4And because of this dishonor 
of the king, one not fitting for us to wit- 
ness, we send this letter to inform the 
king, >that a search may be made in the 
book of the records of your fathers. 
There you will discover and know that 
this city is a rebellious city, one that is 
harmful to kings and provinces, and one 
having a longstanding history of harbor- 
Ing runaway Slaves in the midst of her. It 


= Reconstruction of the Temple 
| Resumes m 
Then Haggai the prophet and the 
prophet Zechariah the son of. Iddo 
prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah 
and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of 
Israel over them.t 2At that time, Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak rose up and began to build the 
house of God which is in Jerusalem, and 
the prophets of God were with them, help- 
ing them. 
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4:12-16 The claim that the work of God is rebellion and harmful to kings whom God Himself has es- 
tablished is a standard ploy of Satan in his attempts to destroy God's obedient ones (Est 3:8, 9). This 
culminates in the charge that would be leveled against Christ Himself (Jn 19:12). | 
4:17-24 The discontinued work under Artaxerxes is reminiscent of the temporary captivity of Israel in 
Egypt when a new king arose who did not know the goodness of the people of God (Ex 1:8), 

5:1, 2 The prophets of God constantly speak of the restoration of the house of God, just as the 
Prophets throughout the Old Testament collectively point to the Resurrection of Christ. In this way, the 
restoration of the temple is itself a type of Christ (Jn 2:19-22), 
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SAt the same time, Tattenai the governor 
of the region beyond the River and 
Shethar-Boznai and their companions 
came there and spoke thus to them: “Who 
commanded you to build this house and re- 
pair this wall?” 4Then they said this to 
them, “What are the names of the men, the 
ones building this city?” "But the eyes of 
God were upon the exiles of Judah, and 











they were unable to stop them till a report 


was taken to Darius. Then a written answer 
was returned concerning this matter.t 

6This is a copy of the letter which Tatte- 
nai the governor of the province beyond 
the River, and Shethar-Boznali, and their 
fellow servants the Apharsachites, the ones 
in the province beyond the River Jordan, 
sent to King Darius: 7They sent a letter to 
him in which was written thus: 

To Darius the king: 

All peace.t 


into the province of Judea, to the temple 
of the great God, whichis being. built 
with heavy stones, and timber is being 
laid in the walls; and this work goes on 
diligently and prospers in their hands. 
Then we asked those elders and spoke 
thus to them: “Who commanded you to 
build this temple and to finish these 
walls?” !°We also asked them their 
names to inform you, that we might write 


the names of the men who were chief | thus: 


Se 


8Let it be known to the king that we went | 





| 
| 


among them. And thus they returned us | 


an answer, saying, “We are the servants 


of the God of heaven and earth, and we | 


are rebuilding the temple that was built 
many years ago, which a great king of Is- 


rael built and completed. '!2But because | 


our fathers provoked the God of heaven 
to wrath, He gave them into the hand of 


Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the | 


Chaldean, who destroyed this temple 
and carried the people away to Babylon. 
13However, in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Babylon, King Cyrus issued a decree 


to build this house of God. "Also, the 
gold and silver articles of the house ,, 
God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken | 
from the temple that was in Jerusalem | 
and carried into the temple of Babylon- | 
those King Cyrus took from the temple 
of Babylon, and they were given to on, | 
named Sheshbazzar, whom he had made 
governor. And he said to him, ‘Take 
these articles; go, carry them to the tem, 
ple site that is in Jerusalem, and let the 
house of God be rebuilt on its forme 
site.’ !6Then the same Sheshbazzar came 
and laid the foundation of the house of 
God which is in Jerusalem; but from tha 
time even until now it has been under | 
construction, and it is not finished” 
'7Now therefore, if it seems good fo the 
king, let a search be made in the king's 
treasure house,.which is there in Bab- 
ylon, whether it is so that a decree wasis- | 
sued by King Cyrus to build this house of 
God at Jerusalem, and let the king send 
us his pleasure concerning this matter 


«~ King Cyrus’ Order Is Rediscovered = 

_ Then King Darius issued a decree, and 

J a search was made in the archives, 
where. the treasures were stored in 
Babylon.t 2And at Achmetha, in the palace 
that is in the province of Media, a scroll 
was found, and in it a record was written 





3In the first year of King Cyrus, King 
Cyrus issued a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem: “Let thé 
house be rebuilt, the place where they oÙ 
fered sacrifices; and let the foundations - 
of it be firmly laid, its height sixty cubils 
and its width sixty cubits, ‘with three 
rows of heavy stones and one row of neW 
timber, Let the expenses be paid from tht 
king’s treasury, 5Also let the gold and sik | 
ver articles of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple : 
which is in Jerusalem and brought © 





A Unless He allows it, the purpose of God cannot be stopped by earthly authorities or by the devil 
Mt 16:18). 3 in 
5:7-17 The appeal to search the king’s treasure house to find the king’s decree parallels the Church’ | 
readiness to search the Scriptures (Jn 5:39; Acts 17:11). Appealing to the Scriptures is how Jesus ana dis | 
apostles demonstrated His genuine claim to be the Christ, the incarnate Son of God (Lk 24:27; As | 
17:2, 11; 18:28), Interestingly, the appeal to the Scriptures was also one of the ways Jesus’ enemies ried | 
to malign Him (Mt 4:6; Jn 7:52), In both cases, the reliability and authority of what has been written =| 
accepted, and handed down as Holy Scripture is unquestioned. vues > & 
ss Me decree of Darius affirms the authority of the earlier decree by King Cyrus. In the same wa | 
within the Church, the traditions of the faith and true doctrine are reaffirmed in every qeneration | 
(2Th 2:15). eee a a 
| ' 
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according to the command of Cyrus, Dar- 
ius, and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia.t 


-æ Dedication of the Temple J 

i5Now. the temple was finished on the 
third day of the month of Adar, which was 
in the sixth year of the reign of King Dar- 
ius.t \6Then the children of Israel, the 
priests and the Levites and the rest of the 
descendants of the captivity, celebrated 
the dedication of this house of God with 
joy. 7And they offered sacrifices at the ded- 
ication of this house of God, one hundred 
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred 
‘lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 
twelve male goats, according to the number 
of the tribes of Israel. 8They assigned the 
priests to their divisions and the Levites to 
their divisions over the service of God in 
Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of 
Moses. | 

i9And the descendants of the captivity 
aat | ingi kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of 
nG RA Aia aae Eat Ghats en the first month.t For the priests and the 
them day by day without fail, lOthat they | LEVILES had purified themselves; all of them 
may offer sacrifices of ‘sweet aroma to | were ritually clean. And they slaughtered 
the God oft heaven. and pray for the life the Passover lambs for all the descendants 
PERE King And RIE GONE MASE Tes dé-as| 21, Ue CODLNAR ano ae me 
decree that wh seer ere rRi ikas at fel priests; and for themselves. 2!Then the chil- 
e be pulled’ front Ra house ane. | COs een aE a 
erected, and let him be han ged on it and captivity ate together. with-all: who hae sep- 
lee his house be ihade a refuse ean pen arated themselves from-the filth of the na- 
cadelo thig: And, hal ths Go Tiga tions of the land in order to seek the Lord 
causes His name to dwell there destroy  Gediofilsrack: #And thevrzepi tne keas oi 
any king or people who put their hand to Upleavenet Brea cs eee en yor 
ny KI 0 E ) | the | en l, ned the 
Te r r A aT Danns Xle | MRO ORAS ee 
whlcnise pge TREIA RANT | strengenen their hancs in the work of the 
Then Tattenai, governor of the region qusecol;God, the God otdsrasi 

æ Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem 7> 


beyond the River, Shethar-Boznai, and 
their companions diligently did according Now after these things, in the reign of 
Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son 


to what King Darius had sent. !4So the el- 
ders of the Jews built, and they prospered | of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Hilkiah,t 2the son of Shallum, the son of 


through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet. and Zechariah the son of Iddo, | Zadok, the son of Ahitub, *the son of Ama- 
riah, the son of Azariah, the son of 


And they built and finished it, according to 
the commandment of the God of Israel, and | Meraioth, *the son. of Zerahiah, the son of 


Babylon, be restored and taken back to 
the temple which is in Jerusalem, each to 
its place; and deposit them in the house 
of God"— © | 

6Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the 
region beyond the River, and Shethar- 
Boznai, and your companions the Per- 
sians who are beyond the River, keep 
yourselves far from there. 7Let the work 
of this house of God alone; let the gover- 
nor of the Jews and the elders of the 
Jews build this house of God on its site. 
8Moreover I issue a decree as to what you 
shall do for the elders of these Jews, for 
the building of this house of God: Let the 
cost be paid at the king’s expense from | 
taxes on the region beyond the River; 
this is to be given immediately to these 
men, so that they are not hindered.t 9And 
whatever they need—young bulls, rams, 
and lambs for the burnt offerings of the 
God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, 





ee 





6:8-10 God's house will be built at the expense of even His enemies, for His glory, in order that they | 
may offer sacrifices to God for the benefit of all the people, At each Divine Liturgy we re-present the 
once-for-all sacrifice of Christ “on behalf of all and for all.” | nC ether 

6:14 The earthly kings and Zechariah fulfill the prophecies of Haggai. hangs 

6:15 The restoration of the temple on the third day of this month certainly suggests the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ on the third day Un 2;19-22).. +; ‘ish oelt wel! Ta 
6:19-21 The unity at the Passover meal between the children of Israel and those who would seek the Lord 
from the nations points forward to the Eucharist, to which all people, both Jew and Gentile, are called. 


7:1 After these things: Over one hundred years elapsed between the events of ch. 6 and those of ch, 7. 





Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son of Abishua, 
the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest— ®this Ezra 
came up from Babylon, and he was a | 
Skilled scribe in the Law of Moses, which 
the Lord God of Israel had given. The king 
granted him all his request according to the 
hand of the Lord his God upon him. 7Some 
of the children of Israel, the priests, the 
Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and 
the Nethinim came up to Jerusalem in the 
seventh year of King Artaxerxes. ®They 
came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 
which was the seventh year of the king. 9On 
the first day of the first month he began his | 
journey from Babylon, and on the first day | 
of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, 
since the good hand of his God was upon 
him. !°For Ezra had prepared his heart to 
seek the Law of the Lord and to do it, and 
to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.t | 





= The Favorabie Decree of Artaxerxes -= | 
‘This is a copy of the letter that King Ar- 
taxerxes gave Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
expert in the’ words of the commandments 
of the Lord and of His siatutes to Israel: 
l2Artaxerxes, king of kings, 
To Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law of 
the God of heaven: Perfect peace, and so | 
forth.t 13I issue a decree that all those of 
the people of Israel and the priests and 
Levites in my realm who volunteer to go 
up to Jerusalem may go with you. “And 
whereas you are being sent by the king 
and his seven counselors to inquire con- 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem with re- 
gard to the Law of your God which is in 
your hand; and whereas you are to | 
carry the silver and gold which the king 
and his counselors have freely offered to 
the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in 
Jerusalem; '8and whereas all the silver 
and gold that you may find in all the 


7:10 Ezra’s journey and mission were the product of a faithful heart. His process was to (1) seek the 
Law, (2) do it, and (3) teach it. Though the Jews had protection and economic security in Babylon, Ezra 
led many to a future that was uncertain by earthly standards, but divinely protected. In the same Way 
Christian believers are called to escape the fleeting security of this world in order to build up the King 


dom of Jesus Christ (Mk 8:34-38; 10:28-31), 


7:12 Artaxerxes, using the title king of kings, becomes a picture of Christ, sending Ezra to rebuild — 
Jerusalem. The Lord would later send His apostles to build the Church. Just as Artaxerxes gave all thè 
articles needed (vv. 15-22), so Christ provides the grace of the Holy Spirit and His power to His disciple 


(Acts 1:8). 


7:25, 26 Ezra is commanded by the king to appoint ma 
obedience to the law of . . . God, just as Peter and the other apostles would be given authority to A 
and loose the sins of the people (Mt 16:19; Jn 20:23). Ezra is further commanded to teach the 
uninformed, just as the apostles would be commanded to do (Mt 28:18-20). | | 
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brethren to do with the rest of the silya 


gistrates and judges to determine the people K 












province of Babylon, along with 
freewill offering of the people ang , 
priests, are to be freely offereg ," 
the house of their God in Jerusalen. 
‘now therefore, be careful to buy Wit 
this money bulls, rams, and lambs, w 
their grain offerings and their drink, 
ferings, and offer them on the altar Of thy. 
house of your God in Jerusalem. 134.. 
whatever seems good to you and y, 


and the gold, do it according to the yy 
of your God. !%Also the articles that are 
given to you for the service of the hoy 
of your God, deliver in full before the 
God of Jerusalem. And whatever mop 
may be needed for the house of yoy 
God, which you may have occasion jy 
provide, pay for it from the king's trea 
sury. *!And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king 
issue a decree to all the treasurers wh 
are in the region beyond the River, thy 
whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of 
the Law of the God of heaven, may re 
quire of you; let it be done diligently, Zu 
to one hundred talents of silver, one hun- 
dred kors of wheat, one hundred bathsof 
wine, one hundred baths of oil, and sal 
without prescribed limit. 23Whatever is 
commanded by the God of heaven, letit 
diligently be done for the house of the 
God of heaven. For why should there h 
wrath against the realm of the king ani 
his sons? ?4Also we inform you that i 
shall not be lawful to impose tax, tribute 
or Custom on any of the priests, Levilés 
singers, gatekeepers, Nethinim, or sé 
vants of this house of God. And you 
Ezra, according to your God-given Wi 
dom, set magistrates and judges WM 
may judge all the people who are in lit 
region beyond the River, all such ® 
know the laws of your God; and tead 
those who do not know them.t Wht 


























ever will not observe the law of your God 

and the law of the king, let judgment be 

executed speedily on him, whether it be 

death, or banishment, or confiscation of 

goods, or imprisonment. 

27Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
who has put such a thing as this in the 
king’s heart, to beautify the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem, @8and has ex- 
tended mercy to me before the king and his 
counselors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. 

So I was encouraged, as the hand of the 
Lord my God was upon me; and | gathered 
leading men of Israel to go up with me. 





<. Families Who Returned from Exile .~- 
These are the heads of their fathers’ 
houses, the leaders who went up with | 
me in the reign of Artaxerxes the king of 
Babylon: 2of the sons. of Phinehas, 
Gershom; of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel; of 
the sons of David, Hattush; 2of the sons of | 
Shecaniah. of the sons of Parosh. Zech- | 
ariah, and a group of one hundred fifty | 
men with him; ‘of the sons of Pahath- 
Moab. Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, ana 
with him two hundred males; %of the sons | 
of Zathoe. Shechaniah, the son of Janaziel., | 
and with him three hundred males; °of the | 
sons of Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan, 
and with him fifty males; 7of the sons of 
Elam. Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah, and 
with him seventy males; 80f the sons of 
Shephatiah, Zebadiah the son of Michael, 
and with him eighty males; %of the sons of 
Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel, and with | 
him two hundred eighteen males; Vof the 
sons of Shelomith, the son of Josiphiah, 
and with him one hundred sixty males; '!of 
the sons of. Bebai, Zechariah the son of 
Bebai, and with him seventy-eight males; 
of the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son of 
Hakkatan, and with him one hundred ten 
males; of the last sons of Adonikam, 
whose names are these—Eliphelet, Jeiel, 
and Shemaiah—and with them sixty males; 
“also of the sons of Bigvai and Uthai, and 
with him seventy males. 


ES reactant 





EZRA 8:25 


(s Temple Servants ~> | 

I5Now I gathered them by the river tha 
flows to Ahava, and we camped there for 
three days. And I looked among the people 
and the priests, and found there none of the 
sons of Levi. Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, 
Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Na- 
than, Zechariah, and Meshullam, and also 
to Joiarib and Elnathan, men of under- 
standing.t '7And I gave them a command 
for Iddo the chief man at the place 
Casiphia, and I told them what they should 
say to Iddo and his brethren the Nethinim 
at the place Casiphia—that they should 





| bring us servants for the house of our God. 


I8And as the hand of our God was good 
upon us, they brought us a man of under- 
standing, of the sons of Mahli, the son of 
Levi, the son of Israel, namely Sherebiah, 
with his sons and brothers, eighteen men; 
'9and Hashabiah, and Jeshaiah of the sons 
of Merari. his brothers and his sons, twenty; 
Wand from the temple servants of the 
' evites, whom David and the leaders had 


appointed for the service of the Levites, two 


hundred twenty temple servants. All of 
them were designated by name. ~ 


«n Ezra Proclaims a Fast = 

21Then I proclaimed a fast there at the 
river Ahava, that we might humble our- 
selves before our God, to seek from Him 
the right way for us and for our little ones 
and all our possessions.t **For | was 
ashamed to request of the king an escort of 
soldiers and horsemen to help us against 
the enemy on the road, because we had 
spoken to the king, saying, “The hand of 
our God is upon all those for good who 
seek Him, but His power and His wrath are 
against all those who forsake Him.” 2°So we 
fasted and entreated our God for this, and 
He answered our prayer. 


~ Gifts for the Temple -=> 


24 And | separated twelve of the leaders of 
the priests—Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten 
of their brethren with them— and 
weighed out to them the silver, gold, and 
the articles, the first fruits of the house of 


7:27, 28 Ezra is encouraged by the way a pagan king would ex hi IS€ 
7, 28 Ez pend his resources to beautify the house 
of the Lord, If an unbeliever has enough faith to build the Lord's house, all the more is the eS 
Called to offer of himself or herself to build up the Church of Jesus Christ! 
Gras Ezra recruits men of understanding and servants in order that a proper sacrifice may be of- 
ile for the worship was the highest priority of the returning Jews (3:2-6). | 
‘21-23 A fast by the faithful has tremendous power in helping to discern the right wa | 

| | . sce ig ay of God, ar 

‘ecuring His power against the enemy (Est 4:16; Joel 2:12-17; Mt 17:17-21). y : Biche 





2 EZRA 8:26 a 
our God, which the king, his counselors, his 
princes, and all Israel who were present 
had offered. 2°] weighed into their hand six 
hundred and fifty talents of silver, silver ar- 
ticles weighing one hundred talents, one 
hundred talents of gold, 27twenty gold 
basins. worth a thousand) drachmas, and 
two vessels of fine polished bronze, pre- 
cious as gold. 28And I said to them, “You are 
holy to the Lord; the articles are holy also: 
and the silver and the gold are a freewill of- 
fering to. the Lord God of your fathers.t 
Watch and keep them until you weigh 
them before the leaders of the priests and 
the Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses 
of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers of 
the house of the Lord.” 2°So the priests and 
the Levites received the silver and the gold 
and the articles by weight, to bring them to 
Jerusalem to the house of our God. 


æ The Return to Jerusalem = 

‘Then. we departed trom the river of 
Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, 
to go to Jerusalem. And the hand of our 
God was upon us, and He delivered us from 
the hand of the enemy and from ambush 
along the road.t 32S0 we came to Jerusalem 
and stayed there three days; 

33Now on the fourth day, the silver and 
the gold and the articles were weighed in 
the house of our God by the hand of Mere- 
moth the son of Uriah the priest, and with 
him was. Eleazar the son of Phinehas; with 
them were the Levites, Jozabad the son of 
Jeshua and Noadiah the son of Binnui, 
“with the number and weight of every- 
thing. All the weight was written down at 
that time, The children of those who had 
been carried away captive, who had come 
from the captivity, offered burnt offerings 
to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Is- 
rael, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, 
and twelve male goats as a sin offering, All 
this was a burnt offering to the Lord. 


8:28, 29 When a priest is ordained in the Orthodox 
called a diskos, on which is a portion of the eucharis 
charged by the bishop to watch and keep the sacra 


his priesthood before the throne of Christ. 
8:31 He delivered us: See note on 8:21-23. 


9:1, 2 Mixed marriages had not always been prohibited (e.g., Boaz and Ruth), but were 
detrimental to the purity of the Jewish people, St. Paul warns, “Do not be unequally yoked togetnet 
with unbelievers” (2Co 6:14). The imagery of marriage is one of faithfulness between God and His Pe | 
ple. Marriage between a Jew and a practicing pagan was seen as a serious violation of that faithful" | 
as shown by Ezra’s reaction and subsequent solution of putting away all pagan wives (10:3). 
9:7 Defeat by the enemy was seen as being the result of sin. God had warned the Jews not tobe le® 
astray by foreign wives or they would face quick destruction (Dt 73, A)*s tt tenis 
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port to the people and the house of Go ; 


tions of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 





Church, the bishop hands him a precious vessel | 
tic bread, and he is sent behind the altar. He is a 
ment in holiness until the day he gives account! 








6And they delivered the king’s Orders, | 
the king’s satraps and the governors int 
region beyond the River. So they 


"Aj E AT 
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m Intermarriage with Foreigners s, _ 
Q When these things were done, the les 
ers came to me, saying, “The péopleg 
Israel and the priests and the Levites ha t 
not separated themselves from the peop 
of the lands with respect to the abomina 





ji a 
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Moserites, and the 
Amorites.t ?For they have taken some of. 
their daughters as wives for themselyes| 
and their sons, so that the holy seed iş. 
mixed with the peoples of those land. 
Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rules 
has been foremost in this trespass” i$) 


when I heard this thing, I tore my garment 


and my robe, and plucked out some of the 
hair of my head and beard, and sat down 


| astonished. *Then everyone who trembled 


at the words of the God of Israel assembled 
to me because of the transgression of those 
who had been carried away captive, andl 
sat astonished until the evening sacrifice. _ 

°At the évening sacrifice I arose from my | 
fasting; and having torn my garment, | 
trembled and bowed down on my knees 
and spread out my hands unto the Lon 


God, and I said, “O Lord, I am too ash e 


and embarrassed to lift up my face to You 
for our iniquities have multiplied above ouf 

heads, and our guilt has grown up tù 
heaven. "Since the days of our fathers © 
this day we have been very guilty, and for : 
our iniquities we, our kings, and our priest | 
have been delivered into the hand of the 
Kings of the lands, to the sword, to capti 


i r 


| 


ity, to plunder, and to humiliation, as it 
this day.t And now for a little while a) 
has been shown from the Lord our God t 
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| you may be strong and eat the good of the | 


| leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us 


the sight of the kings of Persia to revive us, 


| its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and 


| llwhich You gave us by Your servants the- 
| prophets, saying, ‘The land which you are 


| ing land in the removal of the people of the 
lands for their abominations with which | 


children forever. 


| against us for our evil deeds and our greaf 
_ trespasses, there is not anyone such as our 
| God, for You have punished us less than our 
| iniquities deserve, and have given us sucii | 
| deliverance as this, "teven though we kept | 


547 l EZRA 10:1 








2Shechaniah son of Jehiel, one of the sons 
of Elam, spoke up and said to Ezra, “We 
have broken the covenant with our God 
and have taken pagan wives from the peo- 
ples of the land, yet now there is hope for 
Israel in spite of this. 3Now therefore, let us 
make a covenant with our God to put away 
all these wives and those who have been 
‘born to them, as you advise. Arise and 
alarm: them. with the commands of our 
God, and let it be done according to the law. 
| 4Arise, for this matter is your responsibil- 
ity. We also are with you. Be of good 
courage, and do it.” | 
SThen Ezra arose, and made the leaders 
of the priests, the Levites, and: all Israel 


ae ch | swear an oath that they» would do accord- 
they filled it from one end to the other with ing. to this word. So they swore an oath. 


their impurity." lL2Now therefore, do not 6Then- Ezra rose up from in front of the 


give your daughters as wives for their sons, | house of God and went over to the treasury 
nor take their daughters to your sons; and | of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib and en- 
never seek their peace or prosperity, that | tered- there. He ate no bread_and drank no 
: | | water when:he arrived, for he mourned be- 
land, and leave it as an inheritance to your | cause-af the unfaithfulness.of those of the 
exile. “And; they issued. a. proclamation 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the 
| descendants of the captivity that they must 
| gather at Jerusalem, ŝand: that whoever 
| would not come within three days, accord- 
ing to the instructions of the leaders and 
| elders, all his property would be confis- 
| cated, and he himself would be separated 

from the assembly of those from the captiv- 


a peg in His holy place, that our God may 
enlighten our eyes and give us a measure of 
revival in our bondage.t °For we are slaves. 
Yet our God did not forsake us in our 
bondage; but He extended mercy to us in 


to repair the house of our God, to rebuild 
Jerusalem. '°And now, O our God, what 


shall we Say in response to this? For we 
have forsaken Your commandments, 


entering to inherit for yourself is a chang- 





“And after all of this which has come 


breaking Your commandments and inter- 
married with the people of the land: Do not 
be greatly upset with us to our utter de- ‘ty 
struction, to the point that there not be a MS oR fin, OVA 

remnanttor survivor KO ord the Godot): ISo all the men of Judah and Benjamin 
Israel; Yourare righteous) for we remain ibe: | $atPered: at Jerusalem within three daysnlt 
ing preserved to this day. Behold, we are in ae BOE PNE DAO CON ne ORE 
Your presence in our trespasses, though it | ~ "© “Ne atin re ae $ Ai Ste 
is not possible to stand in Your presence be- | OPEN 5a ithe house or Soe, trembling 
cause of this!” because of this matter and because of the 


weather. '“Then Ezra the priest stood up 
=. Confession of Sin for Intermarriage => 


and said to them, “You have broken the 
] ì And as Ezra prayed, and as he con- | covenant and taken pagan wives, adding to 
fessed, weeping and praying before 


| the guilt of Israel.t ''Now therefore, give 
the house of God, a very great assembly of | praise to the Lord God of your fathers, and 
men, women, and children gathered to him 


-do His will; separate yourselves from the 
from Israel; for the people wept bitterly.t 





peoples of the land and from the pagan 


9:8 Here is the Gospel in foretaste. Grace has been shown to undeserving people (Rom 5:8). 

9:11, 12 This specific commandment has a source outside the Scriptures. It is not found in the Law of 
Moses, which warns not against taking a foreign wife per se, but against marrying a foreigner who will 
Not convert from idols to the Lord (Dt 7:3, 4). This latter situation is what Ezra was facing (v. 14). 

10:1-4 Repentance is more than confession of sin and even weeping over it. It is also taking the neces- 
‘ary steps to put away the sin. 

10:10 Unlike a one-time sin for which a person might readily repent, taking pagan wives is making a 
Way of life jn opposition to God, For the Jew and for the Christian, it is a complete and utter compro- 
Mise with the world. 





wives.” And all the assembly answered 
and said, “This word of yours is powerful 
upon us to do it. But there are many peo- 
ple; it is the season for heavy rain, and we 
are not able to stand outside. Nor is this the 
work of one or two days, for there are 
many of us who have transgressed in this 
matter. '*Please, let the leaders of our entire 
assembly stand; and let all those in our 
cities who have taken pagan wives come at 
appointed times, together with the elders 
and judges of their cities, until the fierce 
wrath of our God is turned away from us in 
this matter.” “Only Jonathan the son of 
Asahel and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah op- 


2 EZRA 10:12 


posed this, and Meshullam and Shabbethai | 


the Levite gave them support. 

têThen the descendants of the captivity 
did so. And Ezra the priest, with- certain 
heads of the fathers’ households, were set 
apart by the fathers’ houseliolds. each of 


them by name; and they sat down on‘the | 


first day of the tenth munth to examine the 
matter. "By the first day of the first month 
they finished questioning at the men who 
had taken pagan wives. 


æ. Intermarriages Ave Ended = 

l8And among the sons of the priests who 
had taken pagan wives, the foliowing were 
found of the sons of Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah, 
Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah. 9And they 
gave their promise that they would put 
away their wives; and being guilty, they 
presented a ram of the flock as their tres- 


pass offering.t 2°Also of the sons of Immer: 


man. 


a SS 
Hanani and Zebadiah; 2'of the gone 


_Pahath-Moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Ma 


| Shemariah, 















Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jon.” 
and Uzziah; of the sons of Pashhur: py” 


and Elasah. Also of the Levites: Jozabay. 
Shimei, Kelaiah (the same is, Keli 
Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer. Also of 
Singers: Eliashib; and of the gatekeepe. 
Shallum, Telem, and Uri. And others Of fe 
rael: of the sons of Parosh: Ramiah, Jezi 

Malchiah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Asabia, and 
Benaiah; “of the sons of Elam: Mattanja, 
Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, apy 
Eliah; of the sons of Zattu: Eliger 

Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, an 
Aziza; **of the sons of Bebai: Jehohanay 
Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai; 2%of the son 
of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah 
Jashub, Sheal, and Ramoth; 30of the sons, 


aseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, ay 
Manasseh; lof the sons of Harim: Eliezer 
Ishijah,. Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 
*2Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah: % 
the sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah 
Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, ani 
Shimei; 34of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Am 
ram, Uel, **>Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluh, “Ve 
niah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37Mattaniah 
Mattenai, Jaasai, 38Bani, Binnui, Shimei. 
3Shelemiah, Nathan; Adaiah, 4°Machnadé 
bai, Shashai, Sharai, 4!Azarel, Shelemiah 
42Shallum, Amariah, ai 
Joseph; “of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Ma 
tithiah, Zebed, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and Be 
naiah. “All these had taken pagan wiv 
and some of them had wives by whom thë 
had children. | 


10:19 The ram as a trespass offering prefigures Christ, who will take away the deepest sins and guilt o 
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vs H thor—Nehemiah | Ba ater 
LU KE 10,425, BO yh ee 


Major Theme—The promises of God are fulfilled through His faithful ones. 









Backerot irl d—In the same spirit as Ezra, Nehemiah held a deep faith in 

: _ God's promises. He was committed to the well- being of his fellow Jews and _ 
to the shaping of the Jewish religious community after the return from the 
Babylonian exile. He helped restore their hope as God’s chosen people. 

- The book is about. rebuilding the walls and gates of Jerusalem. Nehemiah, 
inspired by: God, was the motivator and driving force behind this 
restoration.'Serving as governoy, he introduced administrative reforms 
needed to restore political stability. This occurred during the time that Ezra, 
priest and scribe, was working to reestablish the Mosaic Law as the spiritual 

center of the newly forming Jewish communities. Nehemiah was neither 
priest nor prophet, but a layman dedicated to God and to serving His 
people. He sets an example of discernment and dedication, patience and 
perseverance, being guided by prayer and love. And all this in the face of 
treacherous external enemies, and even some enemies opposed to the will of 
God from within. 


Outline 





L. Return of Nehemiah and the Jewish Exiles | D. Renewing the Neate Covenant 
to Jerusalem (1;1—10:39) | - (8:1—10:39) 
A. Nehemiah’s visit to Jerusalem and — I. Nehemiah’s Reforms in Jerusalem 
inspection of the wall (1512720) CU tos at) 


B. Rebuilding of the wall (3:1—6:19) 
C. Return of the exiles to Jerusalem, 


(7:1-73) 







PSSST 








NEHEMIAH DI 






kept the commandments, the stat 
the ordinances which You commanded yp. 
servant Moses. S. 
“Remember, I pray, the word You ra. 
manded Your servant Moses, saying, ‘jp, 
are unfaithful, I will scatter you among tp, 
nations, but if you return to Me, and keen 
My commandments and do them, eye, 
your dispersion be to the farthest Dart or 
heaven, yet I will gather them from ther 
and bring them to the place which | hay, 
chosen as a dwelling for My name’ ~ 
\0“Now these are Your servants and Your 
people, whom You have redeemed by Yoy, 
great power and Your strong hand 
''Rather, O Lord, let Your ear be attentive, 
the prayer of Your servant and to the prayer 
of Your servants who desire to fear You 
name; and.let Your servant prosper today | 


Hachaliah. 

It came to pass in the month of Chislev, 
in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan 
the citadel,t that Hanani, one of my broth- 
ers, came with men from Judah; and | 
asked them concerning the Jews who had 
escaped, who had survived the captivity, 
and concerning Jerusalem.t 3And they said 
to me, “The survivors who are left from the | 
captivity in the province live there in great 
distress and reproach. The wall of 
Jerusalem is also broken down, and its 
gates are burned with fire.”t 




























~. Nehemiah’s Intercessory Prayer sa 


4So it was, when I heard these words. I 
sat down and wept, and I mourned for 
many days; I was fasting and praying be- 
fore the God of heaven.t 5And I said. “No 
indeed, O Lord, the mighty, the great and 
the awesome God of heaven, who keeps the king.) 
covenant and mercy for those who love | | | i 
Him and who keep His commandments. | “=. Nehemiah Is Sent to Judah 
“Let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes | ^} And‘ it came to pass in the month 
open, that You may hear the prayer. of Your | “s4 Nisan, in the twentieth year of the 
servant which I pray before You now, dav | reign of King Artaxerxes, when the wine 
and night, for the children of Israél, Your | was before me, that I took the wine and 
servants, and confess the sins of the chii- gave it to the king. There was no one else 
dren of Israel which we sinned against You. | present before him.t 2And the king said t0 
Both I and my father’s house have sinned. | me, “Why is your countenance sad, ani 
"We have departed from You, and have not | why are you not self-controlled? This is 


1:1 Nehemiah means “comforted of God.” Shushan is Susa, a provincial capital in Persia, its most prom 
nent city and winter residence of King Artaxerxes (Est 1:2). Chislev is late November/early December. 
The twentieth year is that of the reign of Artaxerxes |, dating this account at 445 ac. 


i this man.” (For I was cupbearer to the 


1:2 Hanani, a presumed blood brother of Nehemiah, is later made ruler of Jerusalem (7:2). He accomp® | 


nies some men from Judah on an 800-mile journey to Persia to tell Nehemiah the status of (a) the sur 
vivors of the captivity now back in Judah and (b) the city of Jerusalem. 

1:3 The returned exiles are in great distress, for the wall and gates of Jerusalem are destroyed. 
Addressing these two problems—the wall and the gates—is key to understanding the Book of 
Nehemiah. i i 

1:4 Nehemiah, as would Christ (Mt 23:37), laments prayerfully for the people of Jerusalem, acknowl- 
edging they were guilty of sin and disobedience. Moreover, though a layman, he stands with the 
prophets in interceding with God for the sake of the chosen people and striving to renew the people's 


obedience to the Law. Throughout Scripture, fasting and praying go together. For Orthodox Christian 


the Church offers additional services of worship and intercession during seasons of fasting, especial 
Lent and Advent. 

1:5-11 No indeed is Nehemiah’s way of saying, “l'm not putting up with the damaged state of the 
walls and gates of Jerusalem,” Nehemiah’s prayer reflects his devotion to the words of Scripture. The 
phrase great and awesome God is from Dt 7:21. Verses 8 and 9 quote Dt 30:1-5. This man . . . the king 
is Artaxerxes |, under whom Nehemiah held the office of cupbearer (v. 11). He it is who would grant 
Nehemiah’s request to return to Jerusalem (2:6-8). 

2:1 In ancient times, a ruler’s demise was often brought about through the poisoning of his food % ly 
wine. So before King Artaxerxes was served, Nehemiah would first sample his food and drink. Typ 
a cupbearer was in the king's presence more than any of his other subjects and often was held in 
confidence. On this day, no one else was present but his queen (v, 6). 












pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of 










high | 


eS a 551 ‘NEHEMIAH 2:19 
nothing but sickness of the heart.” So I was 
greatly afraid. 
= 3Then I said to the king, “May the king 
jive forever! Why should my face not be 
sad, when the city, the home of the tombs 
of my fathers, lies waste, and its gates de- 
stroyed by fire?”t ‘Then the king said to 
me, “What is it that you request concern- 
ing this?” So I prayed to the God of 
heaven, °and I said to the king, “If it 
pleases the king, and if your servant has 
found favor in your sight, send me to Ju- 
dah, to the city of the tombs of my fathers, 
that I may rebuild it.”t f 

6Then the king (his queen sitting beside 
him) said to me, “How long will your jour- 
ney be? And when will you return?” And 
my request found favor before the king, 
and he sent me, and | gave him a time. 
Then I said to the king, “If it pleases the 
king, let him give me letters for the gover- 
nors beyond the River, that | may be given 
safe passage until I come to Judah.* Sand 
also a letter to Asaph: the keeper of the | my return. | 
king’s forest; that he may give me timber Then I said to them, “You see the dis- 
to make beams for the gates; and for the | tress we are in, how Jerusalem is laid waste 
wall of the city, and for the kouse that i | and its gates are destroyed with fire. Come 
shall occupy.” And the king granted these | and let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, 
to me as the good hand of God was upon | and we will no longer be a reproach.”t 
me. | '*And I told them of the hand of God which 

“And I came to the governors beyond the | is good ‘upon me, and also of the king’s 
River and gave them the king’s letters. Now | words that he had spoken to me. So I said, 
the king had sent captains of the army and | “Let us rise up and let us build!” And their 
horsemen with me. !°And for Sanballat the | hands were strengthened for good work. 
Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite ser- But when Sanballat the Horonite, To- 
vant, it was distressing to them that a man | biah the Ammonite servant, and Geshem 
had come to seek the well-being of the chil- | the Arab heard of it, they laughed us to 
dren of Israel.t scorn and came to us and said, “What is 





to the Wall e- 


So I came to Jerusalem and was there 
three days.t !2Then I rose up in the night, I 
and a few men with me; I told no one what 
my God had put in my heart for me to do 
for Israel, nor was there any animal with 
me except the one on which I rode. !*And I 
went out by night through the Valley Gate 
to the mouth of the spring of the fig tree 
and to the Dung Gate. And I was viewing 
the wall of Jerusalem which they had bro- 
ken down and its gates which they had de- 
stroyed by fire. '“Then I passed on to the 
Fountain Gate and went to the King’s Pool, 
but there was no room for the animal I was 
riding to pass. 45So I went up to the wall by 
the brook at night and viewed the wall. 
Then I was at the Valley Gate, and I re- 
turned. !“The sentries did not know why I 
had gone or what I was doing. And I did not 
tell the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the of- 
ficials, or the others doing the work until 








2:3 May the king live forever! was the common way to greet a king (see Dan 2:4; 5:10; 6:7, 22), in the - 
ame spirit as greeting the bishop with “Many years to you, O Master,” or, “Master, bless.” 

2:4 Nehemiah continues in prayer, silently and in brief, to the God of Heaven, for Artaxerxes had de- 
“eed that Jerusalem not be rebuilt unless by his order (2:19). 

i Nehemiah moves from intercessor to mediator. It was crucial for him both to be prayerful and to 


2:7, 8 Sensing there would be opposition, Nehemiah asks for letters to give him safe passage and 
Mber to complete the work. of rebuilding the wall and the gates of Jerusalem. The good hand of 
Hi nag touched the heart of the king, who came to understand the benefits of a loyal Jewish ally in 
ah, 


ZI Sanballat and Tobiah, together with Geshem the Arab (v. 19), will be Nehemiah’s constant detrac- 
ors throughout the rebuilding of the wall. According to an ancient papyrus, Sanballat later became 
9°vernor of Samaria, 

11-16 Jesus warned His servants to be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves" (Mt 10:16). Being a 
pak wisdom, Nehemiah secretly inspects the wall of Jerusalem by night (v. 13). Not even the sentries 
2-4 w what he was up to (v. 16). orn | 
thay 18 | said to them: With the survey completed and the mission now clear, Nehemiah calls together 
i officials of Jerusalem and the workers (v. 16). Here he moves from mediator (2:5) to motivator: Let 

še Up and let us build (v, 18). | Neg Joo! wir int vise slanvet To 





NEHEMIAH 2:20 _ 


this thing that you are doing? Are you re- 
belling against the king regarding this?”t 
20So I answered and said to them, “The God 
of heaven will Himself prosper us; and we 
His servants are innocent and we will 
build, but you have no part or right or me- 
morial in Jerusalem,” 


c The Builders of the Wall m- 
Then Eliashib the high priest and his 
J brothers the priests rose up and rebuilt 
the Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and 
hung its doors, and they sanctified it even 


the Tower of Hananel.t 2Next to them, the 
men of Jericho rebuilt, and next to them the 
sons of Zaccur the son of Imri rebuilt. 

’The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish 
Gate; they laid its beams and hung its 
doors with its bolts and bars. 4And next to 
them Meremoth the son of Uriah, the son of 
Hakkoz,. made repairs. Next to them 
Meshullam the son of Berechiah. the son of 
Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them 
Zadok son of Baana made repairs. 5Next to 
them the Tekoites made repairs, but their 
nobles did not put their shoulders to the 
work. 

‘Jehoiada the son of Paseah and Meshul- 
lam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Old 
Gate; they laid its beams and hung its 
doors along with its bolts and bars. 7And 
next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite and 
Jadon the Meronothite and the men of 
Gibeon and Mizpah repaired the throne of 


the governor of the region beyond the 


River. "And next to them Hananiah the son 
of Rekem made repairs to the wall, and 
they fortified Jerusalem as far as the Broad 
Wall. And next to them Rephaiah, leader 
of half the district of Jerusalem, made re- 
pairs. Next to them Jedaiah the son of 
Harumaph made repairs in front of his 
house. And next to him Hattush the son of 
Hashabniah made repairs. !!Malchijah the 
son of Harim and Hashub the son of 


2:19, 20 Whenever God's will 


returned exiles from that city. The Tekoites (v. 





= — = 


is being carried out, expect the critics to step forward. Jesus had the | 
scribes and Pharisees, St. Paul had Demas and Alexander the coppersmith (2Ti 4:9-15), and Nehemie" | 
had Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem, who laughed at the 
“God... will... prosper us” (see Ex 14:14; 1Th 5:24), b 
3:1-32 The work to rebuild Jerusalem and restore Israel within the land God promised to their ances 
tors begins at once. The laborers are a veritable “Who's Who” 
munities. They include the high priest and the priests (v. | 
5), from Amos’ hometown of Tekoa (Am 1:1), did rep% i) 
work (their nobles probably sided with Sanballat), along with the sons of other district leaders — k= 
(vv. 12, 14, 16) and some Levites (v. 17)—the cooperation is stunning. The Nethinim (v. 26) are a grov? 
or order of temple servants. Even the merchants took part (v. 32). ir rut 


N 
| 





Pahath-Moab repaired a second section 
well as the Tower of the Ovens, 124,41 
to him was Shallum the son of Halles 
leader of half the district of Jerusalem, 
and his daughters made repairs, b 

'3Hanun and the inhabitants of 7,,_ | 


| repaired the Valley Gate. They built it pu. 


its doors with its bolts and bars, and, 
paired a thousand cubits of the wall aş, 
as the Dung Gate. '4Malchijah the Son 
Rechab, leader of the district of Beth p. 
cerem, repaired the Dung Gate along we 


his sons. He built it and hung its doors w 
as far as the Tower of the Hundred and to | 


its bolts and bars, and they repaired i 
wall of the Pool of Shelah by the King, 
Garden, as far as the stairs that go do» 
from the City of David. '*After him N 
hemiah the son of Azbuk, leader of halfty 
district of Beth Zur, made repairs as fara 
the place in front of the tomb of David j) 
the manmade pool, and as far as the Hou 
of the Mighty. "After him the Levites, u 
der Rehum the son of Bani, made repaix 
Next to him Hashabiah, leader of half th 
district of Keilah, made repairs for his di 
trict. !*After him their brothers, unde 
Bavai the son of Henadad, leader of hal 
the district of Keilah; made repairs. “Ani 
next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, tht 
leader of Mizpah, repaired another sectio 
in front of the Ascent to the Armory at tt 


buttress. 2°After him Baruch the son ú 


Zabbai repaired the other section, from ú 
buttress to the door of the house of Eliasiil 
the high priest. 2!After him Meremoth the 
son of Urijah, the son of Koz, repaired at 
other section, from the door of the house 
Eliashib to the end of the house of Eliashid 
*2And after him the priests, the men | 
Achechar, made repairs. 23After him Bel 
jamin and Hasshub made repairs by theii 
house. After them Azariah the son of Mé 
aseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repai 
by his house. ?4After him Binnui the son” 
Henadad repaired another section. s 

the house of Azariah to the buttress, evel 




















project. The prophet, not arguing, said, 7 


of Jerusalem and the surrounding ov 
1), and the men of Jericho (v. 2), who are! 


wer 
JA 
aY | 

“> * 





as far as the corner. 25Palal the son of Uzai 
made repairs opposite the buttress and on 
the tower that projects from the king’s up- 
per house by the court of the prison. After 
him Pedaiah the son of Parosh made re- 
pairs. 2°And the Nethinim who dwelt. in 
Ophel made repairs as far as the place of 
the Water Gate toward the east, and on to 
the projecting tower. 27After them the 
Tekoites repaired a second section, next to 
the great projecting tower and as far as the | 
wall of Ophel. 

48Beyond the Horse Gate the priests made 
repairs, each in front of his own house. 29Af- 
ter them Zadok the son of Immer made re- 
pairs in front of his own house. After him 
Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the 
keeper of the East Gate, made repairs. 30Af- 
ter him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah and 
Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired 
another section. After him Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah made repairs in front of 
his dwelling. +4After him Malchijah the son 
of Saraphi made repairs -as far as the house 
of the Nethinim and of the merchants, in 
front of the Miphkad Gate, and as far as ihe 
upper chamber at the corner. “And be, 
tween the upper chamber to the corner and 
the Sheep Gate, the bronze workers and the | 
merchants made repairs. 


~ The Workers Are Ridiculed => 
3Now it came to pass, when Sanballat | 
heard we were rebuilding the wall, he was 
distressed, and he was furious and was 
mocking the Jews.t 34And before his broth- 
ers and the army of Samaria he asked, 
“These Jews are rebuilding their city?” 
35And Tobiah the Ammonite, who was with > 
him, said to them, “Surely they will not sac- 
rifice or eat in this place of theirs, will they? 
For even if a fox goes up on it, will it not 
break down their stone wall?” 
6Hear, O our God, for we have become a 
scorn. Return this reproach of theirs upon 
their own head, and make them a scorn In 
a land of captivity.t 37Do not cover their 
lawlessness, 


a 








effort to distract. (See note on 2:19, 20.) 


paneer 553 


3:33-35 A fox could destroy the wall: As critics of God's work are prone to do, they use ridicule in an 


; NEHEMIAH 4:12 
e. Conspiracy against Jerusalem .~. 
Now it happened that when Sanballat, 
Tobiah, the Arabs, and the Ammonites 
heard that the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem was progressing and the gaping 
holes were being filled in, a great evil came 
over them.t 2For they all conspired together 
to come and attack Jerusalem. *And we 
prayed to our God and set watchmen to 
observe their presence day and night. 

‘Then Judah said, “The strength of the 
enemy is broken, but there is so much rub- 
bish that we will be unable to do work on 
the wall.” “And our adversaries said, “They 
will neither know nor see anything till we 
come into their midst and kill them and 
cause this work to cease.” And so it was 
that the Jews, the ones dwelling near them, 
came and said to us, “They are coming up 
against us from all sides.” “Therefore | po- 
sitioned men behind the lower parts of the 
wall in the sheltered areas, and I positioned 
the people by families with their swords, 
their spears, and their bows.t 8And I looked 
and arose and said to the nobles, to the 
leaders, and to the rest of the people, “Do 
not be afraid of them. Remember our God, 
great and awesome, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, your daughters, your 
wives, and your houses.” 

94nd when our enemies heard their plan 
was known to us, and that God brought 
their plot to nothing, we returned, all of us, 


| to the wall, each man to his own work. tSo 


it was from that day forward, half of them 
did the work, and half of them took up de- 
fensive positions with spears, shields, 
bows, and breastplates. The rulers stood 
with the entire house of Judah.t !!Those 


/who built on the wall and those who car- 


ried burdens loaded themselves in such a 
way that with one hand they held a 
weapon, and with the other hand they did 
the work, !2Every one of the builders, as he 
built, had his sword girded at his side, while 
next to him was the one who sounded the 
trumpet, 


3:36 Nehemiah’s response to those openly opposed to God's will is not anger but prayer, that God will 
bring vengeance against them (see Gn 12:1-3; Jos 1:5; Dt 32:35; Rom 12:19). | a)r 
4:1-3 Not only verbal ridicule, but here also armed conspiracy becomes a tool of those opposed to God. 
4:7, 8 A wonderful picture of synergy—working together with God. Nehemiah strategically positioned 
men to fight, while promising the people that God will fight for them. i 

4:10 Judah is the people in general. Note how half played offense, doing the work, and half played 


defense, protecting the project. 









across the entire wall, each man far from 
his brother,t Therefore, wherever you are, 
when you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
rally together to meet us there. Our God 
will fight for us.” 

So we labored in the work while the 
other half of the men held spears from day- 
break until the stars appeared. !6And at 
that time I said to the people, “Spend the 
night within the midst of Jerusalem: let the 
night be a guard for you, and let the day be 
for work.” '7And I was there along with the 
watchmen behind me, and there was not 
one man of us who removed his clothing. 


a. Internal Strife «= 


Now there was a great outcry of the | 


people and their wives against their 
Jewish brothers.t 2For there were those 








sell your brothers? Or should they he. 
to us?” Then they were silenced ang f Sol 
nothing to say. MU 

"Then I said, “What you are doing je 
good. Should you not walk in the feay 
our God because of the reproach of the 
tions, our enemies? 10I also, with my brott 





SEN 


| ers “and my servants, am lending the 


money and grain. Please, let us stop this 
usury! ''Restore now to them. even thy 
day, their lands, their vineyards, their Oliya 
groves, and their houses, also ‘a hund 

of the money and the grain, the new Wine 


| and the oil that you have charged them 


'2So they said, “We will restore it and wil 


require nothing from them; we will do N 


you say.” So I called the Driests and re 
quired an oath from them that they wouk 
do according to this promise. Then | 
shook out the fold of my garment and said 


“So may God shake out each man from his 


NA | house and from his- property who does m 
who Said, “We. Our Sons and our daughters perform this promise: Even thus may he be 
are many; therefore let us get grain, that we shaken out and emptied.” And all the a 
may eat and live.” There were even some | sembly said, “Amen!” and praised the Lori 
who said, “We pledged our lands and vine- | Then the people did according to thi 
yards, even our houses, that we might | promise: | | 
receive grain and be abie to sat” 4Some | 
even said, “We borrowécd money for the 
King’s tax, pledging our lands and vine- | 
yards. °Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of | pointed to be their governor in the land 0 
our brothers, our children as their children: Judah, from the twentieth year until th 
and indeed we are forcing our sons and our | thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, 
daughters to be slaves, and some of our | twelve years, neither | nor my brothers alt 
daughters have been brought into Slavery. | the governor’s provisions t But the forme! 
It is not in our power to redeem them, for governors who were before me laid burden 
other men have our lands and vineyards.” | on the people and took from them bread 
‘And I became very angry when I heard | and wine, besides forty shekels of silve 
their outcry and these words. 7After serious Yes, even the outcasts bore rule over the 
thought, I rebuked the nobles and rulers | people, but | did not do so because ! 
and said to them, “Each of you is exacting | the fear of God. 'SIndeed, I also continue 
usury from his brother.” So I called a great | the work on this wall, and we did not WW 
assembly against them.t 8And I said to | any land. All my servants were gather 
them, “According to our ability we have re- | there for the work. !7And at my table we" 
deemed our Jewish brothers who were sold | one hundred and fifty Jews and rulers, 
to the nations, Now indeed, will you even | sides those who came to us from the 1! 


= Nehemiah’s Unselfishness .> 
‘*Moreover, from the time that I was at 













4:13, 15 As with these workers, we often need to endure sacrifice and discomfort not only to complet 
God's work but also to sustain over time the project God gives us to do (12:27, 28). 

3:1-5 The great outcry was over grain shortages (wy, 2, 3), having to bor 
tax (v. 4), and having to sell children into slavery (v. 5). p. 
5:7-11 After serious thought shows yet another facet of Nehemiah’s brilliant leadership, Not actiog i 
impulsively, he prays, plans, and thinks things through before issuing his rebuke. Usury, the charg 
interest, is permitted, but not when both parties are Jews (Ex 22—25; Lv 25:35-38), This rebuke, ih 
ing the touchy issue of slavery (v. 8), worked. The nobles and rulers were speechless. nPE af 
5:14, 15 Typically the governor lived at taxpayer expense, but not Nehemiah. Because of the fear wal 
God he provided for himself, as did St, Paul hundreds of years later (1Co 9:1~18), setting a servant e™ 
ample for others. | l 


row money to pay the kings 






: tions around us. Now that 














which was pre- 
sared daily was one OX and six choice 
sheep. Also fowl were prepared for me, and 
once every ten days an abundance of all 
kinds of wine. Yet in spite of this I did not 
demand the governor's provisions, because 
the bondage was heavy on this people. 





Remember me, my God, for good, accord- | 


ing to all that I have done for this people.t 


>. The Opposition Intensifies >~ 
Now it happened when Sanballat. 
Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab, and the 
rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt 
the wall, and that no gaps remained in the 
wall (though at the time I had not hung; the 
doors in the gates),t 2Sanballat and 
Geshem sent a letter to me, Saying, “Come, 





| 8Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things 
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as you say are being done, but in your own 
heart you invent them.” For they all were 
trying to make us afraid, saying, “Their 
hands will be weakened in the work, and 


the work will not be done.” Now, therefore, 


I have strengthened my hands.t 
lOAfterward I came into the house of 
Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son of 
Mehetabel, and he, being distressed, said, 
“Let us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us close the door 
of the temple, for they are coming to kill 
you: indeed at night they are coming to kill 
you.”t And I said, “Who is the man that 
shall enter the house in order to live?” 
2Then I perceived that God had not sent 
him at. all, but that he pronounced this 


B 


let us meet among the villages in the plain | prophecy against me because Tobiah and 
of Ono.” But they were plotting to do harm | Sanballat had hired him. !3For this reason 
to me. *So I sent messengers to them, say- | he was hired, that I should be afraid and act 
ing, “I am doing so great a work that I can- | that way and sin, so that they might have 
not come down. Why should, the work | cause for an evil report that they might re- 
cease? As soon as I finish it I will come | proach me. 

down to you.” “And they sent me the same | _ \4My God, remember Tobiah and Sanbal- 
message again, and I answered them in the | Jat according to these their works, and the 
same manner. "Then Sanballat sent his ser- prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the 
vant to me as before, with an open letter in prophets who would have made me afraid. 


his hand.t ®In it was written: 
-=. The Wall Is Completed -=> 


It is reported among the nations that you | __'°So the wall was finished on the twenty- 
and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, ac- | fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.t !*And it 
cording to these rumors, you are rebuild- | happened, when all our enemies heard of 
ing the wall that you may be their king. | it, and all the nations around us saw these 
7And you have also appointed prophets | things, that they were very disheartened in 
to proclaim concerning you at Jerusa- | their own eyes; for they perceived that this 
lem, saying, “There is a king in Judah!” | work was done by our God. 
Now these matters will be reported tothe | ‘!7Also in those days the nobles of Judah 
king. So come, therefore, and let us con- | sent many letters to Tobiah, and the letters of 
sult together.t Tobiah came to them.t !8For many in Judah 
5:19 Those with a sincere faith in God who act with righteous motives may seek a blessing from Him 
(Dt 28:1-14; Mk 10:29, 30). , | 
6:1, 2 The plain of Ono is near Judah's border with Samaria, a two-day journey. In meeting there Ne- 
hemiah would not only risk his own life, but would jeopardize the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
6:5 Having previously failed to thwart him, Sanballat delivers an open letter to Jerusalem to discredit 
ehemiah and through rumor bring dissension among the faithful. [a a] 
6:7 The king who would get this report is the King of Persia, Artaxerxes (2:1). | 
6:9 With great leaders, the more people say the job will not be done, the greater the leaders’ resolve 
becomes, With Gods help, Nehemiah’s hands only get stronger! Ny | 
rl Shemaiah, an apparent prophet whom Tobiah and Sanballat had hired (v. 12), was revealed as 
a 4ls@ prophet, for his words were in disobedience to God. The reference to Noadiah (v. 14) indicates 
ea had been hired as well: | RES , i 
iy : 16 The enemies lost out and God's will prevailed as the wall was finished in just fifty-two days— 
‘didi two months! Disheartened, even Sanballat and Tobiah were forced to admit the work was — 
YY... God, RA | ae 
tits Though defeated, the well-connected Tobiah continued his letters of assault, Jesus called this 
Wolves “in sheep's clothing” (Mt 7:15). ray ae ; 












































son-in-law of Shechaniah the son of Arah, 
and his son Jehohanan had married the 
daughter of Meshullam 
Berechiah. !%Also they reported his good 
deeds before me and reported my words to 
him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten me. 


Then it was, when the wall was built 

and I had hung the doors, when the 
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites 
had been appointed,t “I gave charge of 
Jerusalem to my brother Hanani, for he 
was a faithful man and feared God more 
than many, along with Hananiah the leader 
of the citadel. And I said to them, “Do not 
let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until 
the sun is hot; and while they stand guard, 
let them shut and bar the doors: and 
appoint guards from among the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, one at his watch station 
and another in front of his own house.” 


=. Those Who Returned from Captivity =- | 
4Now the city was large and spacious. | 


but the people in it were few, and the 
houses were not rebuilt. ‘Then my Ged put 
it into my heart to gather the nobles. the 
rulers, and the people that they might be 
registered by genealogy. And I found a reg- 
ister of the genealogy of those who had 
come up in the first return and found writ- 
ten in it: 


mi 
r| 
AJ. 


“These are the people of the province 


who came back from the captivity, of 
those who had been carried away, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and who returned to 
Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to. his 
city.t 7Those with Zerubbabel, not only 
Jeshua, but also Nehemiah, Azariah, 
Raaemia, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, 
Mispereth, Ezra, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah, 
and Masphar, men of the people of Is- 
rael; *the children of Parosh, two thou- 


sand one hundred and seventy-two; the 


children of Shephatiah, three hundred 


and seventy-two; the children of Arah, 


six hundred and fifty-two; Uthe children 
of Pahath-Moab, of the sons of Jeshua 





7:1-3 With the wall rebuilt, Nehemiah, as governo 
ruler of Jerusalem. Hananiah became the leader of 
safety and well-being of Jerusalem. 

7:6-73 This list of names confirms the remnant J 


fast obedience to the Mosaic Law, were allowed to 


the son of | 


r appoints his brother Hanani, who feared God, ® 


ews who, due to their faithfulness to God and steat 


"the children of Zattu, eight hundra 
and forty-five; the children of Za¢ A 
seven hundred and sixty; l5the Childre, 
of Binnui, six hundred and forty-eigh, 
‘the sons of Bebai, six hundred ang 
twenty-eight; "the children of Azo.. 
two thousand three hundred and twenty 
two; "the children of Adonikam, six hy, 
dred and sixty-seven; 'the children g 
Bigvai, two thousand and Sixty-seven 
“the children of Adin, six hundred ang 
fifty-five; *'the children of Ater y 
Hezekiah, ninety-eight; *the children g 
Hashum, three hundred and twenty 
eight; the children of Bezai, three hyp. 
dred and twenty-four; *4the children o 
Hariph, one hundred and twelve: 2th 
_ sons of Gibeon, ninety-five; the chil 
| dren of Bethlehem, one hundred ani 
| twenty-three, and Netophah, fifty-six 
ithe children of Anathoth, one hundred 
and twenty-eight; ?8the children of Beth 
| _Azmaveth, forty-two; 2°the children o 
| Kirjath Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroti 
seven hundred and forty-three; *"the men 
of Ramah and Geba, six hundred ani 
twenty-one; Ithe men of Michmas, on 
hundred and twenty-two; 22the men i 
Bethel and Ai, one hundred and twenty: 
three; “the men of Nebo, fifty-two; “the 
sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred 
and fifty-four; “the children of Hanm. 
three hundred and twenty; **the sons 0 
Jericho, three hundred and _ forty-fi\ 
the children of Lod, Hadid, and On 
seven hundred and twenty-one; he 
children of Senaah, three thousand ni 
hundred and thirty. M 
“The priests: the sons of Jedaiah ” 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred 
seventy-three; 4°the sons of Immer, a 
thousand and fifty-two; 4!the sons * 
Pashhur, one thousand two hundred a 
forty-seven; “the sons of Harim 
one thousand and seventeen. 
The Levites: the sons of Jeshua 
the house of Kadmiel, and of the air 
Hodevah, seventy-four. +The singers © 



















= 





the citadel (or fortress). This helped ensure the a 


return to Jerusalem. 


children of Asaph, one hundred and 
forty-eight, The gatekeepers: the chil- 
dren of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the 
children of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, 
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the children of Hatita, the sons of | 


Shobai, one hundred and thirty-eight. 
The Nethinim: the children of Ziha, 
the sons of Hasupha, the children of Tab- 
baoth, “the children of Keros, the sons of 
Sia, the children of Padon, *the children 
of Lebana, the sons of Hagaba, the chil- 
dren of Salmai, "the children of Hanan, 


the sons of Giddel, the children of Gahar, | 


othe children of Reaiah, the children of 
Rezin, the children of Nekoda, ithe chil- 
dren of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, 
the children of Paseah, the children of 
Besai, the sons of Meunim, the children 
of Nephishesim, **the children of Bak- 
buk, the children of Hakupha, the chil- 
dren of Harhur, the children of Bazlith, 
the children of Mehida, the children of 
Harhur, the children of Barkos, the 


children of Sisera, the children of Tamah, | 


S6the children of Neziah. and the children 
of Hatipha. 

57The children of Sslemon’s servants: 
the children of Sotai, the children of 50- 
phereth, the children of Perida, the cini- 
dren of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the 
children of Giddel, the children of 
Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the 
children of Pochereth of Zebaim, and the 
children of Amon. &All the Nethinim and 
the children of Solomon’s servants were 
three hundred ninety-two. 

61And these were the ones who came 
up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, 
Addon, and Immer, but they could not 
identify their father’s house nor their lin- 
eage, whether they were of Israel: 62the 
sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the 
sons of Nekoda, six hundred forty-two. 

63And of the priests: the sons of Haba- 


| 
i| 
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A- eye NEHEMIAH 8:3 
as defiled, And the governor said to 
them that they should not eat of the most 
holy things until a priest could consult 
with the Urim and Thummim. 

66A]together the whole assembly was 
forty-two thousand three hundred and 
sixty, besides their male and female 
servants, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred and thirty- 
seven; and they had two hundred and 
forty-five men and women singers. 
68Their horses were seven hundred and 
thirty-six, their mules two hundred and 
forty-five, their camels four hundred 
and thirty-five, and donkeys six thou- 
sand seven hundred and twenty. 

7Some of the heads of the fathers’ 
houses gave to the work of Nehemiah for 
the treasury one thousand gold drach- 
mas, fifty basins, and thirty priestly gar- 
ments. 7!Some of the heads of the fa- 
thers’ houses gave to the treasury of the 
work twenty thousand gold drachmas 
and two thousand two hundred silver mi- 
nas. 72And that which the rest of the peo- 
ple gave was twenty thousand gold 
drachmas, two thousand two hundred 
silver minas, and sixty-seven priestly 
garments. 





73S0 the priests, the Levites, the gatekeep- 
ers, the singers, some of the people, the 
Nethinim, and all Israel dwelt in their 
cities. When the seventh month came, the 
sons of Israel were in their cities. 


= The People Hear the Law => 


Now all the people gathered together 
as one man in the open square that was 
in front of the Water Gate; and they told 


Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the 


iah, the sons of Koz, the sons of Barzillal, _ 


who took a wife of the daughters of 
Barzillai the Gileadite and was called by 
their name. “These sought their listing 
among those who were registered by ge- 
nealogy, but it was not found; therefore 
they were excluded from the priesthood 





ih The public proclamation of the 5c 
5 essential to the evangelical mission 


riptures—the reading and preaching of the Word of God— 
‘on of the Church. The sacrifices were offered only in the temple, 


Law of Moses, which the Lord had com- 
manded Israel.t 2So Ezra the priest brought 
the Law before the assembly of men and 
women and all who could hear with under- 
standing on the first day of the seventh 
month.t Then he read from it in the open 
square that was in front of the Water Gate 
from morning until midday, before the men 
and women and those who could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law. 


ut here the message of the Book is heard in the open square. 


8:2 Th is assembly gathered on the first 
°F Jewish New Year. 


day of the seventh month because it was the Feast of Trumpets, 
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‘So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform 
Of wood which they had made for the pur- 
pose; and beside him, at his right hand, 
stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchiiah, Hashum, 
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 
“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people, for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up.t And Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God. Then all the people an- 
swered, “Amen, amen!” while lifting up 
their hands. And they bowed their heads 
and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground.t 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Ma- 
aseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, and the Levites helped the people 
to understand the Law; and the people 
stood in their place.t §So they read dis- 
tinctly from the book in the Law of God: 
and they gave the senss and helped them to 
understand the reading: | 

Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, 


Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who taught the people said to all the peo- | 


ple, “This day is holy to the Lord your God: 
do not mourn nor weep.” For all the people 
wept when they heard the words of the 
Law. Sọ he said to them, “Go your way, 
eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send por- 
tions to those for whom nothing is pre- 
pared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do 
not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”? Thus the Levites quieted all 
the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is 
holy; do not be grieved.” !2And all the peo- 
ple went their way to eat and drink, to send 
portions and rejoice greatly, because they 


understood the words that were declared to | 


them. 


people stand for the reading of the Gospel. 


8:6 They bowed their heads; A symbol of humility and reverence in worship: _ yaah 

8:7, 8 The foundations of apostolic ministry are found in helping the people to understand the Si” 
tures and in building them up in the knowledge of the Lord. (See Acts 2:37-39; 8:30, 31)372 T] 
8:10 True feasting includes caring for the poor (see Est 9:21), those for whom nothing is prapat 
8:14-17 Living in booths is a reminder that the faithful are but sojourners in this world, moving © | 


a true home in God's kingdom (see Lv 34—42). 


8:18 The assembly on the eighth day points us to the Kingdom of heaven. In the Church, the seve” 
week reflects God’s creation and work in this world, while the eighth day is the day without end “ al 


day beyond this world when all is fulfilled, 


9:1-3 Having heard the word of God, the faithful are convicted of their sins and moved to repent 


mee a 7 


‘priests and Levites, were gathered top 








| fessed their sins and the iniquities of the! 


8:5 All the people stood up for the reading of the Scriptures. To this day in the Orthodox Church the : 







~, Feast of Booths Restored >, ` 
I3Now on the second day the heads ota. 
fathers’ houses of all the people, wi " 


N th. 


the scribe in order to understand the wa 
of the Law. ‘And they found written ine 
Law which the Lord had command dh 
Moses that the sons of Israel should dy 
in booths during the feast of the sewe. 
month,* and that they should annoy, 
and proclaim in all their cities and jy 


Jerusalem. And Ezra said, “Go out t0 th, 


mountain and bring olive branch | 
branches of oil trees, myrtle branch 
palm branches, and branches of leafy tre 
to make booths, as it is written.” | 
‘6Then the people went out and broug, 
them and made themselves booths, eag 
one on the roof of his house, or in the 
courtyards or ‘the courts of the house 
God, and in the open square of the Wate 
Gate and in the open square of the Gate, 
Ephraim. So the whole assembly of thog 
who had returned from the captivity mace 
booths and sat under the booths; for sine 
the days of Joshua the son of Nun until thi 
day the sons of Israel had not done so. An 
there was very great gladness. !8Also dy 
by day, from the first day until the last da 
he read from the Book of the Law of Got 
And they kept the feast seven days; andu 


the eighth day there was a sacred asset 


bly, according to the prescribed mannet 


æ The Worshipers Confess Their Sins ® 
Now on the twenty-fourth day of ti 
month, the sons of Israel were asse 

bled with fasting, in sackcloth, and w 
dust on their heads.t 2Then those © 
Israelite lineage separated themselves f0 
all foreigners; and they stood and cot 
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fasting, confession, and prayer, Note they confessed not privately, but in the midst of those asse" aa 


together (see Jam 5:16). 















fathers. “And they stood in their place and 
read from the Book of the Law of the Lord 
their God, and they were confessing to the 
Lord and worshiping the Lord their God. 
‘Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, 
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani stood 
on the stairs of the Levites and cried out 
with a loud voice to the Lord their God. 
5And the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, 
Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Sheba- 
niah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand up and 
bless the Lord your God forever and ever! 


Blessed be Your glorious name, which is ex- | 


alted above all blessing and praise!” 


æ Confession of the Sins of Israel «=> 


6And Ezra said, “You are the only'Lord. 
You have made heaven, the heaven of heav- 
ens, with all their host, the earth and every- 
thing on it, the seas and all that is in them. 
You give life to all, and the host of heaven 
worships You.t “You are the Lord God who 
chose Abram and brought him out of the 
land of the Chaldeans, and gave him the 
name Abraham. *You found his. heart faith- 
ful before You and made 2 covenant with 
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him to give-the land of the Canaanites, the | 


Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites. the 
Jebusites, and the Girgashites—to give it to 
his descendants. You fulfilled Your words: 
for You are righteous. 

“You saw the affliction of our fathers in 
Egypt and heard their cry by the Red Sea. 
“And in Egypt You showed signs against 
Pharaoh, against all his servants, and 
against all the people of his land. For You 
knew that they acted proudly against them. 
So You made a name for Yourself as it is this 
day. !And You divided the sea before them, 
so that they went through the midst of the 
sea On dry land; and their persecutors You 
threw into the deep, as a stone into the 
mighty waters. !2Moreover You led them by 


day with a cloudy pillar, and by night with | 


4 pillar of fire, to give them light on the 
road which they should travel. 

“You came down also on Mount Sinai 
and spoke with them from heaven. You 
Eave to them just ordinances and true laws, 
£00d commandments and precepts. !“You 
Made known to them Your holy Sabbath 
4nd commanded them statutes and com- 
Mandments and the Law by the hand of 
your servant Moses. !®You gave them bread 






9:6-38 The 


rom heaven for their hunger and brought 


_ NEHEMIAH 9:27 


them water out of a rock for their thirst. You 
told them to go in to possess the land which 
You had sworn to give to them. '!*But they 
and our fathers acted proudly, hardened 
their necks, and did not heed Your com- 
mandments. !’They refused to obey, and 
they were not mindful of Your wonders that 
You did among them. But they hardened 
their necks, and they appointed a leader to 
return to their bondage in Egypt. But You 
are God, gracious and compassionate, 
long-suffering, abundant in kindness, and 
did not forsake them. 

“Even when they made a molded calf 
for themselves and said, ‘These are the 


gods that brought us up out of Egypt,’ and 


worked great provocations, !%yet in Your 


manifold mercies You did not forsake them 


in the wilderness. The ‘pillar of the cloud 
did not depart from them by day to lead 
them on the road; nor the pillar of fire by 
night to show them light and the way they 
should go. You gave Your good Spirit to 
instruct them, and did not withhold Your 
inanna from their mouth, and gave them 
water for their thirst. 2!Forty years You sus- 
tained them in the wilderness; they lacked 
nothing; their clothes did not wear out and 
their feet did not swell. 

-2"Moreover You gave to them kingdoms 
and You divided nations to them. So they 
took possession of the land of Sihon, the 
land of the king of Heshbon, and the land 
of Og king of Bashan. 2*You also multiplied 
their children as the stars of heaven and 
brought them into the land which You had 
told their fathers to go in and possess. 
24You subdued before them the inhabitants 
of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them 
into their hands, with their kings and the 
people of the land, that they might do with 
them as they wished. 25And they took 
strong cities and possessed houses full of 
all goods, cisterns already dug, vineyards, 
olive groves, and fruit trees in abundance. 
So they ate and were filled, and grew fat. 
and delighted themselves in Your great 
goodness. 

6“Nevertheless, they were disobedient 
and rebelled against You, cast Your law be- 
hind their backs, and killed Your prophets, 
who testified against them to turn them to 
You, and they worked great provocations. 
“Therefore You delivered them into the 


prayer of Ezra follows the classic biblical pattern of praise, remembrance of God's works, 


and petition, This same pattern is followed in the eucharistic prayers of the Divine Liturgy. - 









them; and in the time of their trouble, when 
they cried to You, You heard from Your 
heaven; and according to Your abundant 
mercies, You gave them deliverers who 
saved them from the hand of their enemies. 

28“But after they had rest, they again did 
evil before You. Therefore You left them in 


dominion over them. Yet again they cried 
out to You, You heard from heaven; and You 
delivered them according to the multitude 
of Your mercies, and testified against 
them, that You might bring them back to 
Your Law. Yet they did not heed Your com- 
mandments, but sinned against Your judg- 
ments, ‘which if a man does, he shall live by 


them.’ But they stubbornly turned their | 


backs, stiffened their necks, and would not 
hear. “°Yet for many years You had patience 
with them and testified against tnem by 
Your Spirit in Your prophets. Yet they would 
not listen; therefore You gave them into the 
hand of the peoples of the lands. 2?!Never- 
theless in Your great mercy, You did not ut- 
terly consume them nor forsake them: for 
You are mighty and gracious and merciful: 


¥2“Now therefore, our God, the great. the | 
mighty, the powerful and awesome: God; | 


who keep Your covenant and Your mercy: 


do not let all the trouble seem small before | 


You that has come upon us, our kings and 
our princes, our priests and our. prophets, 
our fathers and all Your people, from the 
days of the kings of Assyria until this day. 
*3However, You are just in all that has be- 
fallen us; for You have dealt faithfully, but 
we have done wickedly. *4Neither our kings 
nor our princes, our priests nor our fathers, 
have kept Your Law, nor heeded Your com- 
mandments and Your testimonies with 
which You testified against them. *5For they 
have not served You in their kingdom, or in 
the many good things that You gave them, 
or in the large and rich land which You set 
before them; nor did they turn from their 
wicked works. 


36“Behold! We are slaves today! And the 


land which You gave to our fathers to eat its 
fruit and its bounty, here we are, servants 


9:38 The sure covenant, recorded in ch. 10, is a pledge to “not neglect the house of our God” (see 


10:39), 


10:1 Those who sealed (signed) this covenant to pr 
(vv. 29, 30) the covenant was accepted by the peopl 
affirmed by the apostles and accepted by the Church, j 
10:29 The curse was an agreement to accept punishment on oneself if the oath was broken. 


e 





otect God's house were the priests (v 8). Later ig 
e. 


| priests seal it.”t 
the hands of their enemies so that they had | 


Servant of God, and to observe and 


Wives to the peoples of the land, nor 





e tot, 
kings You have set over us because i a 


sins; also they have dominion over our be, 
ies and our cattle at their pleasure: and w 
are in great distress. And because fa 
this, we make a sure covenant and Write i 
and all our rulers, our Levites, and oy 













m. Those Who Signed the Covenant ~ 
] () Those who sealed it were: Neher; 
the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah 
*Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, Pashhy 
Amariah, Malchijah, *Hattush, Shebania 


-Malluch, ‘Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah 


®Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7Meshullan 
Abijah, Mijamin, *Maaziah, Bilgai, an 
Shemaiah. These were the priests. Ty 
Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binni 
of the children of Henadad, and Kadmiel 
Their brothers: Shebaniah, Hodijah 
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, !!Micha, Rehob 
Hashabiah, '*Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 
Hodijah, the children of Beninu. “Te 
leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-Moah, | 
Elam, Zattu, the children of !5Bunni, Azgad 
Bebai, !6Adonijah; Bigvai, Adin, "Ater 
Hezekiah, Azzur, !8Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai 
'SHariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 2°Magpiash, 
Meshullam, Hezir, 2!Meshezabel,. Zadok 
Jaddua, **Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, “Hoshed 
Hananiah, Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha 
Shobek, **Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah. 
Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 27Malluch, Harim. 
and Baanah. 


œ The Covenant Which Was Sealed * 


38And the rest of the people—the priest 
the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singe® 


| the Nethinim, and all those separating troi 


the peoples of the land to the Law of Gob 


their wives, their sons, and their daughte® 


everyone who had knowledge and unc 
standing— these, joining with their bro” 
ers, bound themselves with a curse and 
tered into a curse and an oath to wh 
God’s Law which was given by Moses fy 







the commandments of our Lord and ! x 
statutes:t “not to give our daughter e 





This prefigures the New Covenant of Jesus an i 
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their daughters for our sons; 3tand if the 
peoples of the land brought wares to sell on 
the Sabbath day, we would not buy from 
them on the Sabbath or on a holy day; and 
we would forgo the seventh year’s produce 
and the exacting of every debt. “2Also we 
will make ordinances for ourselves to exact 
from ourselves yearly one-third of a shekel 
for the service of the house of our God: 
33for the showbread, for the regular grain 
offering, for the regular burnt offering of 
the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the set 
feasts: for the holy things, for the sin offer- 
ings to make atonement for Israel, and all 
the work of the house of our God. *4We— 
the priests, the Levites, and the people— 
cast lots for bringing the wood offering into 
the house of our God according to our fa- 
thers’ houses, at the appointed times year 
by year, to burn on the altar of the Lord our 
God as it is written in the Law. And we 
made ordinances to bring the firstfruits of 
our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of 
all trees, year by year, to the house of the 
Lord: ŝto bring the firstborn of cur sons 
and our cattle; as itis written in the Law, 
and the firstborn of our herds anc our 
flocks to the house of our God, to the 
priests who minister in the house of our 
God; "to bring the firstfruits of our grain, 
the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new 
wine and oil to the priests, to the store- 
rooms of the house of our God; and to bring 
the tithes of our land to the Levites, for the 
Levites should receive the tithes in all 
the cities of our servitude. 38And the priest, 
the descendant of Aaron, shall .be with the 
Levites when the Levites receive tithes; and 
the Levites shall bring up a tenth of the 
tithes to the house of our God, to the rooms 
of the storehouse. 29For the children of Is- 
rael and the children of Levi shall bring the 
Offering of the grain, of the new wine and 
the oil to the storerooms where the articles 
of the sanctuary are, where the priests who 
minister and the gatekeepers and the 
singers are; and we will not neglect the 
house of our God.t 
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J Now the leaders of the people dwelt 
at Jerusalem; the rest of the people 
cast lots to bring one out of ten to dwell in 
Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine-tenths 
were to dwell in other cities.t And the peo- 
ple blessed all the men who willingly 
offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem. 

3These are the heads of the province who 
dwelt in Jerusalem. (But in the cities of Ju- 
dah, everyone dwelt in his possession in 
their cities—Israelites, the priests, and the 
Levites, the Nethinim, and the descendants 
of Solomon’s servants.)t Also in Jerusalem 
there dwelt some of the children of Judah 
and of the children of Benjamin. 

Of the children of Judah: Athaiah the son 
of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of 
Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of 
Mahalalel, of the children of Perez; °and 
Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Col- 
Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Ada- 
iah. the son of Joiarib, the son of Theziah, 
ihe son of Shiloni. SAI the sons of Perez 
who dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred 
sixty-eight valiant men. 

7And these are the children of Benjamin: 
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kola- 
iah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, 
the son of Jeshaiah; and after him Gabbai 
and Sallai, nine hundred twenty-eight. 
sJoel the son of Zichri was their overseer, 
and Judah the son of Asana was second 
over the city. 

l0Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joia- 
rib, and Jachin; !'Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, 
the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the 
son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was 
the leader of the house of God. Their 
brethren who did the work of the house 
were eight hundred and twenty-two; and 
Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son 
of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of 


Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of 


Malchijah, and his brethren, heads of the 
fathers’ houses, were two hundred and 


forty-two; and Amashai the son of Azarel, 


10:39 The oath or covenant is summed up in the words, we'will not neglect the house of our God. 
11:1, 2 The majority sent to dwell in other cities could be seen to prefigure the apostles being sent out 
to evangelize the nations. These may also be understood to image those called to live faithfully in this 
World, while the blessed minority remaining in Jerusalem signify men and women who can accept the 
Monastic life of serving God in separation from this world. | | 
11:3-21 These inhabitants of Jerusalem are grouped as follows: the laypeople (vv, 3-9); priests 

vv. 10-14); Levites (wv. 15-17); and gatekeepers (v. 18), In the Church, there is also a great variety of 


God's servants (1Co 12:4-6), 
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and twenty-eight. Their overseer was Zab- 
diel, the son of one of the great men. 


Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son | 


of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; Mattaniah 
the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son 
of Asaph, the leader who began the thanks- 


giving with prayer; Bakbukiah, the second | 


among his brethren; and Abda the son of 
Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Je- 
duthun. AI. the Levites in the holy 
were two hundred and eighty-four. 
i8Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, Tal- 
mon, and their brothers who kept the gates, 
were one hundred and seventy-two. !’Also 
the overseer of the Levites was Uzzi. the 


son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son | 


of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, the singers 


in charge of the service of the house of | 
God. 2°For it was the king’s command con- | 
cerning them that a certain portion should | 
be for the singers, a quota day by day. | 
1Pethahiah the son of Meshezabei, of the | 
children of Zerah the son of Judah, was | 


the king’s deputy in all matters concerning 
the people. 
< Those Outside Jerusalem -= 

42With regard to the villages within their 
rural districts, some of the children of Ju- 
dah dwelt in Kirjath Arba and 24in Jeshua, 
“and in Beersheba, and their villages, 
and Azekah and its villages; and they set 
up tents in Beersheba. 2®The children of 
Benjamin dwelt around Geba of Michmash, 
Jand some of the Levites of Judah were in 
Benjamin. — 

œ The Priests and Levites .~ | 
| Now these are the priests and the 
Levites who came up with Zerub- 

babel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: 
Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2Amariah, Malluch, 
Hattush, *Shechaniah, 4Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah; 
and Jedaiah. These were the heads of the 
priests and their brothers in the days of 
Jeshua. 


Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Bin-. 


nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Matta- 
niah who led the thanksgiving psalms, he 


and his brothers. “Also Bakbukiah and | 


Unni, their brothers, stood across from 
them in their duties. 

7Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim begot 
Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada, ‘Joiada be- 
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the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, 
the son of Immer, !4and their brethren, | 
mighty men of valor, were one hundred 


| 
city 





| David the man of God. 


and with cymbals, stringed instrumeé 


| gal, and from the fields of Geba a ue 


ing choirs. One went to the right 





got Jonathan, and Jonathan begot Jadde 
-Now in the days of Joiakim, the pri u 
the heads of the fathers’ houses, were, 
Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hang fi 
“of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jey | 
hanan; of Melichu, Jonathan; of Sheha 
niah, Joseph; Vof Harim, Adna; y 
Meraioth, Helkai; !3of Iddo, Zechariah; g 
Ginnethon, Meshullam; “of Abijah, Zichy 
the son of Minjamin; of Moadiah, Pita 
lof Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jẹ 
honathan; '*of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jeda 
iah, Uzzi; “of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber 
Sof Hilkiah, Hashabiah; and of Jedaiah. 
Nethanel. | | 

The Levites in the days of Eliasi 
Joida, Jaddusa and Joanan, and Idua, were 






| being recorded as heads of families, even 


those priests within the kingdom of Darius 


of Persia. “°The sons of Levi, heads of the | 
: families until the days of Johanan the son 
of Eliashib, were written in the Book of the 


Chronicles. 2!And the leaders of the Levite 
were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and- Jeshua 
the son of Kadmiel. With their brothers 
across from them, they offered praise and 
gave thanks, each group alternating with 
the other, according to. the command if 


22Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Me 
shullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeep 
ers keeping the watch at the storerooms 
of the gates. These lived in the days @ 
Joiakim. the son of Jeshua, the son ® 
Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah thè 
governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe 


æ Dedication of the Wall > : 

Now at the dedication of the wall o 
Jerusalem, they sought out the Levites M 
all their places in order to bring them” 
Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication W" 
gladness, with thanksgivings and si ats 


and harps. 2°And the sons of the singe 
gathered together from the country i 





the Netophathites, 2*from the house of AL 


maveth. For the singers had, built V 
for themselves all around Jerusalem. ves 
priests and Levites purified. themse™ 
and then purified the people, the gates» 
the wall, | | “ey of 
28So I brought the leaders of Judah UP 


the wall and appointed two large than", 
hand í 
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them went Hoshaiah and half the leaders 
of Judah, and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 
siJudah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 


sand some of the priests’ sons with | 
trumpets—Zechariah the son of Jonathan, | 


the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, 
the son. of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, 
the son of Asaph, *#and his brothers, 
Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, 


Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani; with: the | 


musical instruments of David the man of 
God. Ezra the scribe ‘went before them. 
“By the Fountain Gate, ini front of them, 
they went up the stairs of the City of David, 
on the stairway of the wall, beyond ‘the 
house of David as ‘far as the Water Gate 
eastward. 

The other thanksgiving choir went the 
opposite way, and I was behind them with 
half the people on the wall, going past the 
Tower of the Ovens as far as the Broad 





the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard afar off. | 


~. Temple Appointees 7. 


4 And at the same time some were ap- 
pointed over the rooms of the storehouse 
for the offerings, the firstfruits, and the 
tithes, to gather into them from the fields 
of the cities the portions specified by the 
Law for the priests and Leyites, for Judah 
rejoiced over the priests and Levites who 
ministered.t 4Both the singers and the 
gatekeepers kept the charge of their God 
and the charge of the purification accord- 
ing to the command of David and Sol- 
omon his son. *For in the days of David 
and Asaph. of old,. there were chiefs of 


ithe singers and songs of praise and 
‘thanksgiving to God. “In the days of 


Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, all Israel gave 
portions for the singers and the gatekeep- 
ers. a portion for each day. They also con- 
secrated holy things for the Levites, and 


36anc varie E 
Wall, Sand above the Gate of Ephraim, | fhe | evites consecrated them for the chil- 


above the Old Gate, above the Fish-Gate. 
the Tower of Hananel, the Tower of the 
Hundred. as far as the Sheep’ Gate; and 


the two thanksgiving choirs’ stood in the 


| dren of Aaron. 


=. The Last Reforms of Nehemiah -7> 


Moses. in the hearing of the people, 


they stopped by the Gate of the Prisen.°/Se i 3 On that day they read in the Book of 
as 


house of God, likewise I andthe half of the | and it was found to be written that no 
rulers with me; 38and the priests, Eliakim, | Ammonite or Moabite should ever come 
Maaseiah. Minjamin, Michaiah; Elioenai, | into the assembly of God,t 2for they had not 
Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; | met the children of Israel with bread and 
3also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, | water, but instead hired Balaam to bring a 
Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The | curse against them. But our God turned the 
singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the di: | curse into a blessing. °So it was, after hear- 
rector. 49Also that day they offered great | ing the Law, they separated all the mixed 
sacrifices and rejoiced, for God had made | multitude from Israel. (toh 

them rejoice with great joy; the women and 4Now before this, Eliashib the priest, living 





12:28-37 A description of antiphonal singing, which is still the traditional way the Psalms are sung dur- 
ing the Orthodox Liturgy in many countries of the'world, The two thanksgiving choirs that went to 
meet each other in the house of God (v. 37) prefigure the two covenants which are united in Jesus 
Christ. In this way, the choirs also serve asa type of the unity of Jew and Gentile in Christ. The two 
choirs can also be understood as the departed faithful (the Church triumphant) and the living faithful 
(the Church militant) being united in the Kingdom of heaven, | 

12:41-44 As in the temple, so in the Church, faithful servants of God are appointed to assume responsi- 
bility for detailed tasks, 7 On) | 
13:1-31 This could be called.“the chapter of hard choices.” Nehemiah reminds his readers that it is bet- 
ter to be pure than popular, (a) After hearing the Scriptures read, the people gained the courage to 
separate the heathen, the mixed multitude (v, 3), from the congregation of Israel (vv, 1-3), 


P) Nehemiah tossed . . all the household goods of Tobiah (y. 8) out of his rooms in the temple, Why 

id Eliashib the priest (v. 4) move him in? In 13:28, we find that Eliashib has family ties to Sanballat, the 
snd nspirator to stop the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem (vv. 4-9). (c) Nehemiah put the Levites 

Ste the singers (v. 10) back on the payroll. He confronted the rulers of the temple and set them in their 
Ae rd (v, 11), (d) The people of Judah had secularized the Sabbath (v. 15), making it a day of commerce 

“i Li a day of rest. Nehemiah makes an unveiled threat to the merchants (vv. 20, 21) and appoints ` 
in, 23-97) ety the Sabbath day (v: 22). (e) Finally, Nehemiah put a stop 'to Israelites marrying pagans 














NEHEMIAH 13:5 | One 
j . storeroom of the house of our God, | Sabbath to the children of Judah ang 
Wis ailen with Tobiah. 5And he had pre- | Jerusalem. '’Then I contended with theat 
pared for him a large room where previ- | sons of Judah and said to them, “What K 
ously they had stored the grain offerings, | thing is this that you do by which you Dts 
the frankincense, the articles, the tithes of | fane the Sabbath day? Did not your h 
grain, the new wine and oil, which were 


thers do this, and did not our God bring 4 
commanded to be given to the Levites and | this disaster on us and on this city? Yet ys 
singers and gatekeepers, as well as the 


bring added wrath on Israel by profani 
firstfruits for the priests. “But during all | 


the Sabbath.” 
this I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty- 


19S0 it was, when the gates of Jerusale | 
second year of Artaxerxes, king of Bab- | stood open before the Sabbath, that I com 
ylon, I had returned to the king. Then after 


manded, and they shut the gates; and | 
certain days I obtained leave from the king charged that they must not be opened unti 
Tand came to Jerusalem. Here I discovered 


after the Sabbath day. Then I posted some 
the evil thing Eliashib had done for Tobiah. | of my servants at the gates so that no bur. 
He had prepared a room for him in the 


dens would be brought in on the Sabbath 
courts of the house of God. *This grieved | day. 2°Now the merchants and sellers of aj 
me bitterly; therefore I tossed out from the 


kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusalem 
room all the household goods of Tobiah. | once or twice. ?!So I warned them and Sait 
"Then I commanded them to cleanse the | to them, “Why do you spend the night 
rooms, at which time I brought the articles | around the wall? If you do so again, I wil 
of the house of God back into them, along | lay hands on you!” From that time on they 
with the grain offering and the frankin- | came no more on the Sabbath. Then I told | 
cense. the Levites who were cleansing them- 
selves, who came to guard the gates, to 
a~ Tithes Are Restored 7 | sanctify the Sabbath day. 
10] also realized that the portions for the | Remember me, O my God, concerning | 
Levites were held back from them. For each | this also, and spare me according to the 
of the Levites and the singers who did the | greatness of Your mercy! 
work had gone back to his field. 115o Icon- 
tended with the rulers and said, “Why is the 
house of God forsaken?” And I gathered 
them together and set them in their place. 
Then all Judah brought the tithe of the 
grain and the new wine and the oil to 
the storehouse. 13I appointed Shelemiah > 
the priest and Zadok the scribe as treasur- 
ers over the storehouse, along with Pedaiah | people. 2°So I contended with them ani 
of the Levites. Next to them was Hanan the | cursed them, struck some of them al 
son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah. They | pulled out their hair, and made them swe 
were chosen for they were counted as faith- | by God, saying, “You shall not give yo! 
ful, and it was their duty to distribute to | daughters as wives to their sons, nor tas? 
their brothers. their daughters for your sons. Dia ™ 
4Remember me, O my God, concerning | Solomon king of Israel sin by these thins 
this, and do not wipe out my good deeds | Yet among many nations there was 
that I have done for the house of my God | king like him, who was beloved of his 0% 
and for its services! and God made him king over all oe | 
Nevertheless pagan women caused = 
“=. The Sabbath Is Restored = him to sin. 27?Should we then hear of yot! 
líIn those days I saw in Judah people sing 


Sane doing all this great evil, transgres 
treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and | against our God by marrying Da” 
bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys | women?” "se Pe i 
with wine, grapes, and figs, and all kinds of | 28And one of the sons of Jehoiada, S% 
PaLGena ANE Aad DES ED sete lorusA Eliashib the high priest, was a sonini | 
ic 1e oadpdatn day. en of Tyre | , PER ia e | drm 
dwelt there also, who brought in fish a sanballet; thesHoronite: teretars 


him from me, ihe 
all kinds of goods and sold them on the! 2*Remember them, God, because % the 



















-= Pagan Marriages Forbidden > 


23In those days I also saw Jews who mar 
ried women of Ashdod, of Ammon, and 0! 
“Moab. 24And half their children spoke i 
the language of Ashdod, and could ni 
speak the language of Judah, but spoke a 
cording to the language of one or the other 


= 2s. 





ie RR Nad EL eee Ma 
rights of inheritance of the priesthood and | priests and the Levites, each to his own 
of the covenant of the priesthood and the | service,t 31and to bringing the wood offer- 
vites. ing and the firstfruits at the appointed 
Eind I cleansed them of every pagan times. ppo 
hing. I assigned the daily courses to the! In goodness, remember me, O our God! 














43:30 This verse could be Nehemiah’s epitaph: I cleansed them of every pagan thing. 
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A ut / 10r— Unknown 













Da fe — Between the fourth and second centuries BC 


Major Themes- The Book of Tobit is a love story. A father sends his only son 
=. into the world so that he may find.a bride; save her, and bring her back | 
rejoicing to his parents. The same story 1s told by the Lord in John 3:16. 

From the beginning, God has been working in history to bring man out 
of the darkness of sin and death and into the glorious light of Christ. This is | 
the story of salvation. and the Book of Tobit is an icon of that story. Within 
Tobit’s narrative lies a shadowy outline of God worki 
beginning to the end of the age, as He makes 
man and all creation to God in Christ. 


eae koround—The story of Tobit is set against the backdrop of the Assyrian 
“2 exile in Nineveh. Family tragedy, 





ng in history from the 
preparation for the uniting of 





hope, and divine intervention are 
Interwoven to communicate the presence of God's providence. 
Outline _ CTL | | 
> I. Tobit’s Life before the Exile, His Early Days | IV. Tobiah’s Return and Conclusion 
in Nineveh (1:1—22) | (10:1—14:15) 
H. Tobit’s Charity, His Blindness, and His | A. Tobiah returns and heals his father 
Prayer for Help (2:1—3:6) (10;1—11:19) 
II. Tobiah’s Quest and Marriage (3:7—9:6) B. Raphael reveals his identity (12:1-22) 
A. Sarah’s predicament and prayer (3:7-17) C. Tobit praises God (13:1—14:1) 
B. Tobit sends Tobiah on his quest with D. Final Days of Tobit (14:2-15) 
Raphael in disguise (4:1—5:23) | 
C. Tobit marries Sarah and breaks the curse 
(6;1—9:6) 


POSADA AAD DPE AES 
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œ Tobit’s Early Years in Israel da ‘si f the Assyria" 
aod Ninevehtis | days of Shalmaneser, king of the Ass} it 


me, Thisbe is south of Kedesh Naphtali 
] This is the book of the words of Tobit, | Galilee above Asher 


. the son of Tobiel, the son of Hananiel, | 3], Tobit, walked in the paths of truth a 
the son of Aduel, the son of Gabael, of the righteousness all the days of my life ihe 
seed of Asiel, from the tribe of Naphtalit much almsgiving to my brethren and t0 to 
“He was led captive out of Thisbe in the ¢ 


1 


people who journeyed with me as & 





1:1 Tobit means “the Lord is good,” 


1:2 Thisbe is in modern-day Lebanon (ancient Phoenicia), north of the Sea of Galilee. Naphtali (V. 1) Ei | 
was led captive to Assyria under the predecessor of Shalmaneser (4Kg 15:29), | 





Nineveh, in the country of the Assyrians.t 
in my young days, when I was in my own 
country, the land of Israel, the entire tribe 
of my father Naphtali turned away from the 
house of Jerusalem, which was chosen 
from all the tribes of Israel, to sacrifice for 


built for all generations forever. 

jNow all the tribes that joined in the re- 
volt sacrificed the heifer to Baal. The house 
of Naphtali, the tribe of my father; also re- 
volted. "But I alone traveled frequently to 
Jerusalem for the feast days, as it is written 
for all of Israel in an everlasting ordinance. 
| would carry the firstfruits and the tithes 
of my harvest’ and the: first-shearing.t 
These | would give to the priests, the’ sons 
of Aaron, at the altar. | wouid offer the 
tenth of all the harvest to the sons of Levi 
who served at Jerusalem: { would also sell 
off the second tenth and go and spend it at 
Jerusalem each year. ®The third tenth -I 
would give to whom it was fitting, as Debo- 
rah the mother of my father commanded 
me, for I was left an orphan by my father. 
‘When I became a man, I took Anna for a 
wife from my own kindred. With her I be- 
tame the father of Tobias.t 

"When I was taken captive to: Nineveh, 
all my brothers and those from my race ate 
tom the bread of the Gentiles.t But I pro- 


membered God with all my soul. So the 
(a High gave me grace and comeliness 
efore Shalmaneser, and I became his pur- 
chasing agent. 4] would go into Media. And 
ne time in Rages of Media, I entrusted to 
vabael, Ae brother of Gabrias, ten talents 


of Silve 


Se, When Shalmaneser died and his son 
~Nacherib reigned in his place, the roads 


1:3 Ni 
à 


a 





te ot Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria. 


Ordinan 
Pea (v. 6) is recorded in Dt 12:11-14. 
1; nna means “grace,” 


T 





Neveh is on the east bank of the Tigris River, which is in ancient Babylon and modern-day north- 


4 Tobit reminds us to be faithful to the Lord even when it is inconvenient. The everlasting 


TOBIT 2:2 


were unstable and I could no longer travel 
to Media. '*In the days of Shalmaneser, | 
did much almsgiving to my brothers. !7] 
would give my bread to the hungry and my 
clothing to the naked. If I saw anyone of my 








people dead, cast outside the wall of Nin- 
all the tribes. This temple, the habitation of 


the Most High God, was sanctified and 


eveh, | would bury him.t If King Sen- 
nacherib put someone to death when he 
came trying to escape from Judea, I buried 
them secretly. For in his anger, he put many 
to death, and the bodies were sought by the 
king; but they were not found. But one of 
the men of Nineveh went and made known 


to the king concerning my burying them. 


So I hid, and when I knew I was being 


| sought to be put to death I was frightened 
| and ran away. XAI of my possessions were 
seized and I had nothing left, except Anna 
my wife and Tobias my son: 


2l1But not even fifty days passed before 


_two of King Sennacherib’s sons had killed 


him and escaped into the mountains of 
Ararat. Thus Esarhaddon his son reigned 
in his place. He appointed Ahikar, the son 
of my brother Anael, to be over all the ac- 
counts of his kingdom and over the entire 
government. 2*Ahikar then entreated on 
my behalf, so I came to Nineveh. Now 
Ahikar was the wine-pourer, the keeper of 
the signet ring, the administrator and the 


accountant. Esarhaddon appointed him 
second to himself, and he was my nephew.t 


lected 3 no! i it 12F re- | 
myself by not eating it. “For lre- | tne Charitable Tobit Becomes Blind > 


When I arrived at my house, my wife 

Anna and my son Tobias were given 
back to me. It was the Feast of Pentecost, 
which is the holy feast of the seven weeks. 
A good dinner was prepared for me, so | sat 
down at the table to eat.t 2When I saw the 
abundance of meat, I said to my son, “Go 
and bring whomever you may find of our 


ah The bread of the Gentiles is described in Dt 14:3-21 as unclean food for the people of God. 


i: edia was an area south of the Caspian Sea, part of modern-day Iran. 


| 23g) to bury the dead was seen as a curse, the ultimate in disrespect (4Kg 9:10; Jer 8:2; see also” 


129 aL. uap ARA A | 
atona ikar, the nephew of Tobit, carries the name of a hero popular in ancient literature, He becorties 


21 7 e k command under the new king: 
ĉe 


MN of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 





Pi ae i | : j . These 
EWish Feast of Pentecost (lit. “fifty”) comes seven weeks or fifty days after Passover 
ni (ë) en ecos iù | Ti DB | i 
| the te fulfilled (1) in the death, burial, and Resurrection of “Christ our Rassovep (1Co Bsshane.t?) at 


TOBIT 2:3 


needy brethren who are mindful of the 
Lord. Behold, I will wait for you.” °But he 
came back and said, “O father, one of our 
people was strangled and thrown into the 
marketplace.” 4So before I even tasted any- 
thing, I jumped up and carried the corpse 
into a room until sunset. “Then I returned, 
bathed myself, and ate my bread in sorrow. 
6Then I remembered the prophecy of Amos, 
how he said, 
“Your feasts will be turned into 
mourning, : 
And all your gladness into a song of 
grief.” 
So I wept.t 7When the sun went down, I de- 
parted, and after digging a grave, I buried 
him. My neighbors laughed at me and 
said, “He is.no longer afraid to be put to 
death for doing such a thing. He ran away 
before, and now, behold, he is burying the 
dead again.” 
On the same night that I buried him, I 
returned home. But since I was defiled, I 
slept by the wall of the courtyard with my 


face uncovered. However, I did not see the - 


sparrows on the wall, for while my eyes 
were open the sparrows discharged their 
droppings into my eyes, and they became 
white films in my eyes: I went to physi- 
cians, but they could not help me. Then 
Ahikar supported me until he left for Ely- 
mais. 

‘Then my wife Anna worked for hire at 


what women do.t !2She would send her | 


work to the owners and they would pay 
her. On one occasion they paid her wages 
and also gave her a small goat. !3But when 
she returned to me, it began to bleat. So | 
Said to her, “Where did this goat come 
from? Is it not stolen? Return it to the own- 
ers, for it is unlawful to eat what is stolen.” 
“But she replied, “It was given to me asa 
gift. It was in addition to my wages.” But I 


did not believe her, telling her to return it to 
its owners, I blushed in embarrassment for | 





2:6 See Amos 8:10. 
2:11 Some scholars speculate Anna was a weaver, 


2:14 Anna reproaches Tobit, suggesting his acts of charit 
is similar to the rebuke by Job's wife (Job 2:9). 


3:2 Having had his own works judged (2:14), 
works. 


3:6 In his pain, Tobit asks that he might die and enter into the eternal place. 


(see note at 1:14), 
3:8 Asmodeus means “the destroyer,” Jesus said of Satan, 


3:7 Ecbatana is the capital of Media 


and to kill, and to destroy” (Jn 10:10). 


568 














her sake. So she answered and said to th 
“Are your acts of charity and righteous 
deeds lawful? Behold, you are a know., 
| all!”t 


=œ Tobit’s Prayer -> 


Then | wept in my sorrow, and with 
pain I prayed, saying: | 
2“Q Lord, You are righteous. So too are qj 
Your works. All Your ways are mercy and 
truth. Your judgments are true and just for | 
ever.t 3Remember me and look upon me 
with favor. Do, not punish me for my sins 
and my ignorance, nor those sins of my fa- 
thers which they committed against You. 
‘Because they disobeyed Your commands 
| so You gave us as spoil, captivity and death 
| You made us a byword of disgrace among 
-alf the nations in which we were scattered | 
“Now Your judgments concerning my sins | 
are many and they. are true, because I did 
them, and so did my fathers, For we did not 
keep Your commandments. Indeed we did 
not walk in truth before You. Now do with - 
me as is best before You. Command that my 
spirit be taken up, so I may be released and 
become soil, since it is better for me to dit | 
than to live. For I have heard false insults. 
and there is much sorrow within me. Com: 
mand that I be freed from distress to now 
enter into, the eternal place. Do not tum 
Your face away from me.”t | 
‘On the same day, in Ecbatana of Medlé | 
Sarah, the daughter of Raguel, happened 
be insulted by her father’s maids.t 8She w® | 
married to seven husbands, but before the! - 
could be with her as ‘a wife, Asmodeus, t" 
evil demon, killed them. So they said to he! 
“Do you not recollect that you strangle | 
these husbands? You have already "® 
seven husbands, but you received no pre 
from any of them.t °Therefore, why pum 
us? If they are dead, go with them. May 
never see a son or daughter of yours. 
‘(When she heard this, she was S0 dls 











y and his righteous deeds have failed him Thi 


Tobit confesses it is the Lord who is righteous, as are His 


"The thief does not come except to steal. 
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tressed that she considered hanging her- 
self. But she said, “I am the only one of my 
father. If I do this, it will be a disgrace to 
him, and I will bring down his old age with | 
sorrow into Hades.” So she prayed by her 
window and said: 





= Sarah’s Prayer 7> 

“Blessed are You, O Lord my God. 
Blessed is Your holy and precious name 
unto the ages. May all Your works bless You 
forever.t !2Now, O Lord, I offer myself com- 
pletely to You. Command that I be re- 
leased from the land, that I may not hear 
such disgrace any more. 140., Lord, You 
know that I am innocent of any sin with a 
man. !°I have not defiled my name nor the 
name of my father in the land of my captiv- | 
ity. I am my father’s only offspring. He has | 
no other child who will be his heir. Neither | 
does he have a brother close at hand, nor 
an adopted son that I might keep myself as 
a wife to him. Seven of my husbands have 
already perished. What should I Jive jor? 
But if it does not seem good to You to kill 
me, command that I be looked upon with 
favor, and that mercy be shown to me, So | 
may no longer hear disgrace.” 

l6The prayer of both was heard in the 
presence of the great glory of Raphael," 
Tand he was sent to heal the two of them: 
to remove the white films from Tobit; to 
give Sarah of Raguel to Tobias the son of 
Tobit as a wife: and to bind Asmodeus the 
evil demon. for it fell upon Tobias to inherit 
her. At that same time Tobit returned and 
entered his house, and Sarah of Raguel 
came down from her upstairs room. 


-». Tobit Instructs Tobias > 
On that day Tobit remembered the sil- 
T ver he had entrusted to Gabael at 
Rages of Media. 2So he said to himself, “I 
requested death for myself. Why do I not 
call my son Tobias to make this known to 
im before I die?” | 
_ 480 he summoned him and said, “My son, 
f I die, bury me, but do not disregard your 
mother, Honor her all the days of your life. | 


SS 











3:11 Blessed are You, O Lord: These are the openi 

any services in the Orthodox Church begin with, 
3:16, 17 God answered the prayer of both Tobit an 
4 od heals”) to heal them. 

'5 A father could not give a son better counsel, 

‘I The word almsgiving is used repeate 


TOBIT 






ng words of numerous Jewish and Christian prayers. 
“Blessed is the Kingdom" or “Blessed is our God.” 
d Sarah, sending the Archangel Raphael (meaning 


= 





Do what is pleasing to her, but do not grieve 
her. ‘Remember, my son, that she experi- 
enced many dangers for you while you were 
in the womb. When she dies, bury her beside 


me in the same grave. >My son, remember 
the Lord our God all your days, and do not 


desire to sin or to disobey His command- 
ments. Do righteousness all the days of your 
life, and do not walk in the ways of wrong- 
doing.t For if you walk in the truth, you will 
be successful in your works. 7Do almsgiving 
from your possessions to all who do righ- 
teousness. When you do almsgiving, do not 
let your eye be envious. Do not turn your 
face away from any poor man, so the face of 
God will not be turned away from you.t *Do 
almsgiving based on the quantity of your 
possessions. If you possess only a few, do 
not be afraid to give according to the little 
you have, %You are storing up a good trea- 
sure for yourself in the day of necessity. 
Wor almsgiving delivers us from death and 
prevents us from entering into the darkness. 
llindeed, almsgiving is a good gift for all 
who do it before the Most High. 

12“Miy son, guard yourself from all forni- 
cation, and above all take a wife from 
among the seed of your fathers. Do not 
take a foreign woman who is not from the 
tribe of your father, for we are sons of the 
prophets. Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
are our fathers from of old. Remember, my 
son, that all these took wives from among 
their brothers and were blessed in their 
children. Their seed will inherit the land.t 
13So now, my son, love your brothers and 
do not be arrogant in your heart against 
your brothers, the sons and daughters of 
your people. Take a wife for yourself from 
them, for arrogance brings destruction and 
great disorder, and in such worthlessness 
there is loss and great defect. For worth- 
lessness is the mother of famine, 

14“Do not keep overnight the wages of 
any man who works for you, but pay him 
immediately. If you serve God, He will pay 


you, Give heed to yourself, my son, in all 


your works, and be disciplined in all your 


dly throughout the Book of Tobit. It simply means to give of 


*neself above and beyond what is due (see also 4:16). 


412 In Jewish tradition, to take a foreign woman as a wife was seen as an offense to God (Ezra 10:2). | | 
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do to anyone. Do not drink wine unto a | me.” But his father said, “Call him tov | 
state of drunkenness, and do not let drunk- | that I may know what tribe he belongs “ 
enness become your traveling companion. | and if he is trustworthy enough to Zo wir, 
‘From your bread, give to him who is hun- | you.” !°So he invited him, and Raphael Cama | 
ery, and from your clothing, give to the | in. They greeted one another cordially ae 
naked. If you have more than you need, do Tobit then said to him, “Brother, to w 
almsgiving, and do not let your eye envy | tribe and kindred do you belo 
the almsgiving when you do it. !7Spread out Raphael responded, “Do you seek a i á 
your bread on the grave of the righteous, | and a family, or a hired man to go Wa 
eubee not give it to sinners. your son?” Tobit replied, “Brother, I wish 
Seek counsel from every. sensible know your people and your name.” BTh j 
man, and do not treat any useful advice | he said, “I am Azarias, the son of Anania 
with contempt. !%At every opportunity bless | the Great, one of your relatives.” Sọ Tobi 
the Lord God, but more than this ask that | said to him, “You are most welcome. : 
your ways may become straight, and that | brother. Do be not angry with me for deme 
all your paths and purposes May prosper. ing to learn of your tribe and your family 
For not every nation has understanding. | As it turns out, you are a brother of ae 
But the Lord Himself gives all that is good, | trom a good Ag upright family. For I knee 
andas He desires He humbles whomever | Ananias and Jonathan the song y 
He will. Now my son, let none of my com- | spamiah the Great cineca wewonld ‘uti 
mandments be removed from your heart. | in common to Jerusalem to worship anil 
-< Now let me point out to you the ten tal- | offer the firstborn and the tenth of our har 





of Cba i Rages. ot Meda? Be ae | vest. They were not led astray in the decep- 
fear, my son, that we have become poor, For | Bnn Ne PIE SA AER My brother, you are 
you are very rich if you fear God. Stay | “js5« Gane 

away from every sin, and do what.is pleas- | But tell me, what shall I give you a 


ing hefore Him” wages? A drachma a day and expenses for 
you and my son? !6] will even add more t0 
= Tobias Obeys His Father .= your Day, if you both return in good health.’ 


Tobias answered him and said, “O | "Thus they were well pleased. Then he said 
' father, I will do everything you have | tO Tobias, “Prepare for the journey, and 
commanded me. 2But how will I be able to | May it be prosperous.” So his son prepared - 
obtain the silver, for I do not know him?” | the things for the journey. Then his father 
’Then he gave him the record of the debt | Said to him, “Go with this man, and may thè | 
and said to him, “Find for yourself a man | God who dwells in heaven prosper youl 
who will travel with you, and I will pay him | journey, May His angel journey with you 
his wages as long as I remain alive. Now go | They both departed, and the young mans 
and obtain the silver.”t = | dog went with them.t . 
4Then Tobias went to look fora man and | !#But Anna his mother wept and said © 
found Raphael, who was an angel. But he did | Tobit, “Why have you sent our son away 
not know it. °So Tobias said to him, “Can you | is he not the staff of our hands when ne 
go with me to Rages of Media? Are you ac- | goes in and out before us? 19Do not attal | 
quainted with those places?” “The angel said | silver upon silver, but may it be dirt co” | 
to him, “I will go with you. I am acquainted | pared to our son, 2°For as he was given t | 
with the roadways and | have lodged with | us to live by the Lord, this is sufficient for 
our brother Gabael.” Tobias said to him, | our existence.” 2'Tobit said to her, “My S* 
“Wait for me and I will tell my father,” He | ter, do not be concerned. He shall retu™ 
said to him, “Do so, but do not delay.” good health, and your eyes will see NM 


"So he went to his father and said, “Be- | 2*For a good angel will go with him, and his | 





4:20 Tobias is sent by his father to Gabael in Rages (near modern-day Teheran, Iran) to retrieve ten tat 
ents of silver held by him for safekeeping. Tobit even has the receipt! (See 5:3) | 

5:3-6 Raphael is hired to accompany Tobias on his journey to Rages. But the archangel identifies him 
self as Azarias (meaning “God helps“), a relative of Tobit (5:13). ot | 
5:17 May His angel journey with you: Tobit is unaware that his request has already been granted (see 
also 5:22), Tobias’s dog goes with them, and commentators puzzle over its significance. | | 
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io rney shall be prosperous. He will return | “Brother Azarias, | have heard the girl was 
in good health. “3So she ceased weeping. | given seven husbands, and they all per- 
A The Journey to Raves a! ©'/0\ | ished: in the;bridal chamber. !*Now I am 

hey went onthe joume and came t the only son of my father, and I fear for my- 
8 oN hes Cie zk (Ny 1e tO | self lest, entering the bridal mber, | ma 

ihe neris River So they spent. the S est ¢ the bridal cham y 


; | | die even as those before me. For a demon 
evening there.t 2The young man went down 


AOR N | loves her, and he does not harm anyone ex- 
to wash himself, and a fish jumped up from | cept those who approach her. Now | fear 
the river and was determined to swallow 


3TH i i for myself lest I die and bring the life of my 
Ur hold Ae Phe ace meme ae ne him, | father and mother down into their tomb 
ae Rents ung man | with grief and sorrow upon me. They have 
grabbed the fish and put it on the bank. orrow: up y 


ager Acs no other son who will bury them.” 

‘Then the angel said to him, “Cut open the | _16But the angel said to him, “Do you not 
fish. Take the heart, the liver, and the gall | remember the words your father com- 
and put them in a safe place.” *The young | manded you; to take a wife for yourself 
man did as the angel commanded him. | from among your people? Now. listen to 
Then they cooked the fish and ate it. me, brother, for she will be a wife to you. As 

6After this, they traveled together until | for.the demon, have no concern, for this 
they came near to Ecbatana. “Then the | night she will be given to you as a wife.t "If 
young man said to the angel, “Brother | you enter the bridal chamber, you will take 
Azarias, what is the purpose of the liver, the | with you ashes’ of incense, and lay some of 
heart, and the gall of the fish?” SHe replied, | it, on the heart and liver of the fish. Then 
‘If a demon or an evil spirit troubles anyone, | you wiil make smoke, and the demon will 
the heart and the liver must be used to Make | smell it and flee and never return. ‘*When 
smoke before the man cr womas, anc that | you approach her, both of you will rise up 
person will never be troubled again. °As for | and cry out to the merciful God: He will 
the gall, use it to anoint a man who has white | saye you and be merciful. Do not fear for 
films on his eyes, and he will be healed.” yourself, for she has been prepared for you 

WAs they came near Rages, tthe angel | from of old. You will save her and she will 
said to the young man, “Brother, we Will | po with you. I believe that you will have 
spend the night with Raguel. He is your rel- | children by her.” ASS ERE 
ative and with him is his only child, a | 19As Tobias heard these words, he loved 
daughter named Sarah. !J will speak for | her and his soul was very much united to 
her that she might be given to you aS a | her. | 
wife, because her inheritance belongs to 


| 


ee — 


you: for yog'alone arefrom herpeople: The | so") »** At the House of Raguel=, 
girl is beautiful and she is sensible. Then they went to Ecbatana and came 
So now listen to me, for I will speak to to the house of Raguel. Sarah went 


her father. When we return from Rages, we | ahead to meet them, and after they greeted 
will celebrate the wedding. For I know that | one another, she escorted them into the 
Raguel cannot give her to any other man | house. ?Raguel said to Edna his wife, “How 
according to the rule of Moses, or he will be the young man resembles my cousin 
subject to death. Thus it is proper that you | Tobit!” *Then Raguel asked them, “Where 
receive the inheritance rather than another | are you from, brothers?” They answered, 
man,”t ADO | “We are from the sons of Naphtali who are 

“Then the young man said to the angel, | captives in Nineveh.”t Then he said to 


a 
6:1-9 The fish not only provided food (v. 5), but its liver‘and heart (v. 7) were set aside to cast outa = 


emon (v. 8), Gall is bile used as a medicine; it would later bring a cure to Tobit’s eight years of blind- 
ness (11:11-14). | 
6:13 pati to the rule of Moses is likely a reference to Nm 36:8 (though there is no mention there 
of a death penalty), in which it is stated that a daughter with an inheritance must marry within her 
father’s tribe, 
6:14, 15 Tobias is concerned that Sarah's first seven husbands all died on their wedding night. He 

Nows his death, as the only child, would bring grief and sorrow to his parents. 
6:16-18 The angel appeals both to (1) the words of Tobit to take a wife from their tribe (Naphtali) and 
2) to the merciful God who will cause the demon to flee (see Jam AND) sits, | 

3-6 Though Raguel and Edna knew of Tobit, it appears they did not know of Tobias. 


TOBIT 7:5 


them, “Do you know Tobit our brother?” 
They responded, “We know him.” Then he 
asked, “Is he in good health?” They an- 
swered, “He is alive and in good health.” 
Tobias then added, “He is my father.” 

SRaguel jumped up and kissed him and 
wept. He blessed him and said to him, “You 
are the son of a good and noble man!” But 
when he heard that Tobit had lost his eye- 
sight, he was grieved and wept. ‘Edna his 
wife and Sarah his daughter also wept, and 
they received them eagerly. 8And they 
killed a ram from the sheep and set many 
dishes before them. 

Then Tobias said to Raphael, “Brother 
Azarias, speak about what you said on the 
way, and let the matter be completed.” !°So 
he told Raguel what he said, and Raguel 
said to Tobias, “Eat, drink, and be glad, for 
it is fitting for you to marry my child. How- 
ever, I must tell you the truth.t HI gave mv 
daughter to seven men, and when they went 





in to her, they died during the night. But fer | 


now, be glad!” !“But Tobias said, “I will not 
eat anything until after you establish an 
agreement with me.” So Raguel said, “Re- 
ceive her according to the decree, for vou 
are her relative and she is yours. The merci- 
ful God will prosper you in what is good.” 


= Tobias and Sarah Are Wed +> 


3S0 he called Sarah his daughter, and 
taking her by the hand, he gave her to be a 
wife for Tobias. Then he said, “Behold, re- 
ceive her according to the decree of Moses. 
and bring her before your father.” He then 
blessed them !4and summoned his wife 
Edna. She took a scroll and wrote out the 
agreement. They sealed it, and then they 
began to eat. 

After this, Raguel called his wife Edna 


and said to her, “Sister, prepare the other 


room and lead her into it.” !6She did as he 
Said and led her there. Then Sarah wept, 
but Edna understood the tears of her 
daughter and said to her, !7“Be courageous, 






my child. May the Lord of heaven and eam, 
give you grace instead of this sorrow ti 


yours. Be courageous, my daughter” 


When they finished dining, they led 
Tobias to her. As he went, he remem 
bered the words of Raphael, and put tre 
heart and the liver of the fish upon the 
embers of the incense and made smoke} 
“When the demon smelled the fragrant 
scent, he fled to the upper parts of Egypt 
and there the angel bound him. ‘While bot, 
were enclosed in the room, Tobias rose u 
| from the bed and said, “Arise, sister, and |g 
us pray that the Lord will have mercy upon 
us.” °So Tobias began to pray, saying: 
“Blessed are You, O God of our fathers 
and blessed is Your holy and glorious name 
unto the ages. The heavens and all Your | 
creatures bless You.t "You made Adam and 
gave him Eve as a helper, his wife as a sup- 
oort, From them the seed of mankind came 
to be. You Said, ‘It is not good for the man to 
be alone. Let Us make a helper for him like 


i 


m i ĖS 


as my wife, not on account of fornication, 
but in truth. Command that she and I may 
have mercy, and in this grow old together.” 
ŝAnd with him she said, “Amen.” Then 
both fell asleep for the night. 
lOBut Raguel rose up and went outside | 
and dug a grave, saying, “He, too, may have 
died.”t URaguel then went back into his 


house !2and said to his wife Edna, “Send 


one of the maids and let her see if indeed 
Tobias is alive. If he is not, let us bury him 
that no one may know.” !3So the maid well! 
to the door, and when she opened it she 
found both of them sleeping. !4She came 


out and told the two of them that he wa 


alive. 
Then Raguel blessed God, saying: _ 
“Blessed are You, the God, with eve" 
pure and holy blessing. Your holy ones 4" 
all Your creatures bless You. All Your ange! 


7:10-13 Raguel is honest about the fate of Sarah's seven previous husbands, but blesses Tobias to "ê 


ceive her. 


8:2-4 The demon is exorcized both by the incense and by prayers to the Lord. The psalmist connects 


these two actions when he writes, 
8:5 See note for 3:11, 
8:6 See Gn 2:18, 


‘Let my prayer be set forth before You as incense" (Ps 140:2). 


8:7 Though they are young, Tobias prays that he and his bride will grow old together. In the orthodt, 
wedding service, the priest prays over the bridal pair: “Grant them to lead an upright and blameless tr 


even unto a ripe old age.” 


8:10-14 During the night Raguel rose up and dug a grave for Tobias, fearing he may have died. This 


was not the case. 





oimself.’t 70 Lord, I now take this my sister | 

















and Your chosen ones bless You unto all the 
ages.t “Blessed are You, for You have made 
me glad, and it did not turn out for me as | 
suspected. Rather, You did with us accord- 
ing to Your abundant mercy, '’Blessed are 
you, for You had mercy on our two only 
children. O Lord, show them mercy, and 
complete their life in health and with glad- 
ness and mercy.” 

is8Then he ordered his household ser- 
vants to fill in the grave. 

is9After this he provided a wedding feast 
for them lasting fourteen days.t 2°Before 
the time of the wedding feast was over, 
Raguel swore an oath and said to Tobias, 
“You are not to leave from here unless the 
two of you stay the fourteen days ‘of the 


wedding feast. 2'At that time take half of | 


my belongings and go in good health to 


vour father. The remainder will be yours | 


when I and my wife die.” 


~. Gabael Returns the Silver a> 
Then Tobias called Raphael and Said to 


Jose 


very distressed. ‘Then his wife told him, 
“The young man has perished. That is why 
he is delayed.” Then she began to weep for 
him and said, “Nothing matters to me, my 
child, the light of my eyes, for I permitted 
you to go.” §So Tobit said to her, “Be silent 
and have no more thoughts about it. He is 





in good health.” 


7She replied to him, “You be quiet. Do not 
deceive me. My child has perished.” Then 
throughout the day she went outside to the 
road by which he departed, and during the 
day she did not eat bread. At night she did 
not cease lamenting for her son Tobias un- 
til the fourteen days of the wedding feast 
were over, the days Raguel swore him to 
celebrate there. 


«~ The Bride and Groom Depart -7> 
8Then Tobias said to Raguel, “Send me 
back. for my father and my mother no 
forizer hope they will see me.”t 9But his fa- 
‘hey-in-law said to him, “Stay with me, and 


| }owill send messengers to your father. They 


him.t 2“Brother Azarias, take 4 servant | will make clear to him how you are doing.” 


and two camels with you and journey to 
Rages of Media. Find Gabael and bring the 
silver back to me and bring him to the wed- 
ding feast. 3For Raguel has sworn an oath 
for me not to go away. ‘But my father is 
counting the days, and if I delay much 
longer he will be very distressed.” °Then 
Raphael went and spent the night with 
Gabael, and gave him the handwritten 
receipt. So Gabael brought the small sealed 
bags and gave them to him. They both rose 
early in the morning and went to the wed- 
ding feast. Then Tobias blessed his wife. 


s% Anna’s Distress > 
] Tobit his father was counting each 
day. But when the days needed to 
complete the journey ended and they had 
not returned,t 2he asked, “Has he perhaps 
Deen dishonored? Or has Gabael died and 
no One gaye him the silver?” *So he was 


8:15-17 Raguel is careful to bless God for His abundant mercy in sparing Tobias’ life. 


blessed Raguel and Edna his wife. 


But Tobias said, “No indeed. On the con- 
trary, send me back to my father.” 

lOThen Raguel arose and gave Sarah his 
wife to him, and half of his belongings in 
servants. cattle, and silver. '!Then he 
blessed them: and sent them on their way, 


| saying, “May the God of heaven prosper 
| you, my children, before the day I die.” 1?To 


his daughter he said, “Honor your hus- 
band’s mother and father, for they are now 
your parents. Let me hear a good report of 
you,” and he kissed her. Then Edna said 


to Tobias, “My beloved brother, may the 
Lord of heaven bring you back and grant 


me to see your children from my daughter 
Sarah, that I may rejoice before the Lord. 
Behold, | am entrusting my daughter to 
your care. Do not grieve her.”t “With this, 
Tobias went on his way blessing God that 
He had prospered his journey. Then he 





8:19-21 Normally a wedding feast lasted seven days (see 11:18). Raguel also contributes half of his pos- 


sessions as his gift, 


etg Tobias entrusts Raphael to find Gabael and bri 
se, at the end of the ages, the hosts of heaven will 


Mb” (Rev 19:9), 


ng him and the silver to the wedding feast. Like- 


call the faithful to “the marriage supper of the 


0:1-7 The extended fourteen days of the wedding feast (v, 7) cause friction between Tobit and Anna 
-ecause Tobias has not returned home. They try to hush each other up (wv. 6, 7). | 


10:4 
the 


0:8-19 Raguel wants the newlyweds to stay even longer, but Tobias prevails. They depart with a blessing. 
3 Edna's request to see your children from my daughter Sarah is echoed by the Orthodox priest at 
“owning service, praying that the wedded couple will “see your children’s children." poe 





TOBIT I1: i 
œ Tobit’s Blindness Is Healed +> 


He traveled until they approached 
Nineveh. Here Raphael said to 


Tobias,t 2“My brother, are you not aware of | 


how you left your father? Let us run ahead 
of your wife and prepare the house. ‘Take 
the gall of the fish in your hand.” So they 
proceeded, and the dog followed behind 
them. : 

5Meanwhile Anna sat gazing upon the 
road for her boy. She perceived that he 
was coming and said to the father, “Behold, 
your son is coming, and the man traveling 
with him!” 

7Raphael said, “I know that the eyes of 
your father will open. Rub the gall on his 
eyes. When the eyes sting, he will rub them 
and cause the white film to fall away. He 
will then see you,” 

Then Anna.ran up to her. son and fell 
upon his neck and said to him, “I-have seen 
you, my child. From this day, |. am now 
ready to die!” So they both wept. '!°Then T0- 
bit came out of the door. He stumbled, but 


his son ran up‘to him. He took hold of his | 


father and dabbed the gall on the eyes- of 
his father, saying, “Father, take:courage!”? 
12Then as his eyes’ stung, he rubbed them, 
and the white films peeled off from the cor- 
ners of his eyes. !2When he saw his son, he 
fell upon his neck, weeping, and said, 
14“Blessed are You, O God, and blessed is 
Your name unto the ages. Blessed are all 
Your holy angels, for You scourged me but 


had mercy'on me. Behold, I see Tobias my | 


son.” !5His son went in rejoicing and told 
his father the great things that had hap- 
pened to him in Media. | 
l6Then Tobit rejoiced and blessed God as 
he went to meet his daughter-in-law at the 
gate of Nineveh. But those who saw him as 
he walked along were amazed that he 
could see. Tobit gave thanks before them, 









E g 


because God had mercy on him.t Then a 
Tobit drew near to meet Sarah, his dayg, 
ter-in-law, he blessed her, saying, “May Yo 
be in good health, my daughter! Blessed ; 
God who brought you to us, and blessej 
are your father and your mother.’ | 
\8So there was rejoicing among all hiş. 
brethren in Nineveh. Even Ahikar and hiş 
nephew Nadab came, for the wedding feast 
for Tobias was:kept with gladness for seven 
days. 


~ Raphael Reveals His Identity 7 
Bi 
l 


“) Tobit summoned his son Tobias and 
said to him, “My son, see to the 
wages of the man who went with you, and 
we must add to them.”! 2He replied to him, | 
“My father, it is no harm for me to give him 
half of what L brought. ?For he brought me 
safely to you, healed my wife, and brought 
me the silver. Likewise he healed you’ 
4The elderly man replied, “He more than 
earned it.” 5So he called the angel and said 
io him, “Take half. of. everything yot 
brought.” | | | 
6Then Raphael secretly called the two 0 
| them; and said to them, “Bless God ant 
sive Him thanks. Ascribe greatness to Him 
and give thanks in the presence of all the | 
living for what He has done for you. Its 
good to bless God and to exalt His name | 
Make known the words of God’s works 
honorably and do not delay to give thanks” 
to Him. 7It is noble to keep hidden the $ë 
cret of a king, but glorious to unveil th 
works of God. Do good, and evil will not 
find you. Prayer is good with fasting 
almsgiving, and righteousness. A fe 
prayers with righteousness are better tha? | 
many with wrongdoing. It is better to % 
almsgiving than to lay up gold.t 9For alm 
giving rescues one from death, and it WE | 
wash away every sin, Those who do alli” 
giving and are righteous will be full of life 





| 





i a o 


11:1-3 Raphael and Tobias decide to leave Sarah at the city gate of Nineveh see (11:16) and run ahead | 


to meet the worried parents. 


11:11, 12 Following Raphael's instructions (11:7), Tobias dabbed the gall on the eyes of his father. Tob 


was healed of his blindness. 


11:16, 17 Tobit did four things en route to the gate of Nineveh which are instructive for all fatne s 
and for all believers: (1) he rejoiced, as St. Paul so often encouragèd the Philippians to do; (2) he bie 
God for his son’s new bride; (3) he publicly gave thanks for his restored eyesight; and (4) he bles: 


family. God loves a grateful servant. 


12:1-5 Note the spirit of generosity in Tobit and Tobias. Whereas many modern believers hesitate t 
return even ten percent to God, these men offered God's servant half of everything they brought 
12:8, 9 The Archangel Raphael's exhortation is remarkably similar to one section of Jesus’ sermon 0N 
the Mount. In Matthew 6, Jesus spoke of fasting (6:16-18), almsgiving (6:1-4), 


righteousness (6:33). 





bi 


prayer (6:5-13), and 
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a eS OL TOBIT 13:10 | 
0But those who sin are enemies of their And leads up. | 
own life. | | There is no one who will escape His 

i1*] will not hide anything from you. In- hand.t : 
deed, I did say that it is good to conceal the | 3 Give thanks to Him before the nations, 
secret Of a king, but to reveal gloriously the O children of Israel, | 
works of God. '*Now when you and your For He scattered us among them.t | 
daughter-in-law Sarah prayed, I brought |4 Make known His greatness there; 
the remembrance of your prayer before the Exalt Him in the presence of all the 
Holy One. When you also buried the dead, living, 
I was likewise present with you.t Then For He is our Lord and God; 
too, when you did not hesitate to stand up | He is our Father unto all the ages. | 
and leave your dinner so'as to’ depart and |° He will scourgeus for our -~ | 
care for the dead, your doing what is good | wrongdoings, | | 
did not escape me; but-I was with you. But He will again have mercy | 
Now God sent me to heal you'and Sarah And gather us from all the nations, 
your daughter-in-law. 5I am Raphael, one | 


Wherever you were dispersed among 
of the seven holy angels who -report the | them- 
prayers of the saints and who enter before |° Ifyou return to Him with all your 
the glory of the Holy One." heart : 

l6The two of them ‘were troubled and reil | And with all your soul, | 
upon their faces, for they were afraid Būt | Todo the truth before Him, 0- f 
he said to them, “Do not beïafraid. for | Then He will turn to you | | 
peace shall be with you. But bless God for- | And not hide His presence from you.t 


ever. 18For I did not'come of my own geod | Behold for yourself what He-will do 
will, but rather by the will of our God. | for you, a) 
Therefore bless Him’ forever. ‘All these | And give thanks to Him fully with the 


organ of speech. | | 

Bless'the Lord of righteousness, | 

And exalt the King of the ages:>° . | 

In the land of my captivity, I give 
thanks to Him, | 

And make known His might and 
majesty to-a nation of sinners. | 

Be converted, you sinners, 

And do righteousness before Him. 

Who knows if He will desire you 

And have mercy on you? 

| exalt my God, | 

And my soul exalts the King of 


days I appeared to you I[-did’ not eat or 
drink: but you were seeing a vision. Now 
give thanks to God, because I am ascend- 
ing to Him who sent me. Write in a book 
everything that was accomplished.” 

2IThen they stood up, but no longer saw 
him. 2They acknowledged the great and 
wondrous works of God, and how the angel 
of the Lord had appeared to them.’ 


m» Tobit Exalts the Lord v7 


] Then Tobit with exceeding joy wrote 
a prayer, saying: 






+ “Blessed is God heaven ~ Lo 2 ar 
Who lives unto the ages, And will rejoice exceedingly in His 
And blessed is His kingdom, © majesty. 


Let all speak of His majesty 


For He scourges, and is merciful; 
Fi And give thanks to Him in Jerusalem. 


_ He brings down into Hades, 








12:12-1 's minist it's family is that of a guardian angel. Note he carries Sarah's prayer 

before pe apraiar viaaa with Hee he serves, and he is sent by God to bring healing..“An- 

gel” means “messenger.” (elmeniel mi 

12:15 Raphael reveals himself to Tobit and Tobias as one of seven holy angels who appear before — 

the glory of the Holy One (see Rev 1:4). These seven are also called archangels. The names of four of | 

thern are revealed; Raphael, Gabriel (Dan 9:21; Lk 1:19, 26-38), Michael (Dan 10:21; Jude 9) and Uriel 

2 Esdras 4:1), PEDI 

12:20 Raphael is ascending to God to appear “before His throne” (Rev 1.4). SN a> D | 

13:1 As with many Old Testament prayers, the prayer of Tobit resembles many of the psalms. | 

13:2 Blessed is the kingdom is how we begin the Sunday worship of the Church. | | oy | 
:3 The nations are the Gentile nations where God's children are scattered. INOIAYS Ni oaral | 

13:6 This promise is repeated to Israel throughout the Old Testament. pot D 
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O Jerusalem, the holy city, 
He will scourge you for the deeds of 
your sons, 
But He will again show mercy to the 
sons of the righteous. 
ıt Give thanks to the Lord with goodness 
And bless the King of the ages, 
That His tabernacle may be restored 
again to you in joy.t 
12 May He rejoice in you, the captives, 


4 Then Tobit ceased giving thanks 






-™®. Tobit’s Final Words m. 


“He was fifty-eight years old when 
lost his sight, and eight years later he pe, 
gained it. Tobit did almsgiving, and contin- | 
ued to fear the Lord God, and gave thank, 
to Him. *He grew very old, and called hi, 
son and his son’s sons, and said, “My son, 
And may He love those who are | take your sons. Behold, I have grown old 

distressed among you and I am departing from this life. ‘Depart 


Unto all generations forever, to Media, my son, for I trust all the words 
13 Many Gentiles will come from afar | Jonah: the prophet spoke concerning Nip. 

To the name of the Lord God, eveh, that it will be overthrown. But in Me 

Bearing gifts in their hands dia there will be more peace for a time. For 





1 


And offerings to the King of heaven. | our brethren in the land will be dispersed | 
Generations of generations will offer | in the earth from the good land. Jerusalem 
You joyful worship.t | shall be desolate, and the house of God 
l4 Cursed are all who hate You: | therein will be burned up. It:shall be deso- 
Blessed are all who love You forever  ; tate for a time.t 


1 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for “But God will again. have mercy on 








the children of the righteous, | them, and He will return them to the land 
For they will be gathered together | They will build the house, but not as it was | 
And will bless the Lord of the before, until the times.of the age are ful 
righteous. | filled. After this, they will return from the 
Blessed are those who love You. captivity and build Jerusalem honorably. 
__ They will rejoice in Your peace. The house of God within her will be built as 
'© Blessed are the many who grieved a glorious. building for every generation 
over all Your scourges, | forever, as the prophets said concerning 
For they will rejoice when they see all | her.t °All the Gentiles shall return to truly 
Your glory fear the Lord God. They shall bury theif 
And will rejoice forever. idols in the earth, and all the Gentiles wi! 
_ Let my soul bless God the great King. | bless the Lord.t. 7His people will offer 
'7 For Jerusalem will be built with thanks to God, and the Lord will exalt HiS 
Sapphire and emerald, people. All who love the Lord God in trut 
And her walls with precious stones, and righteousness will rejoice. They will | 
And her towers and battlements with | show mercy to our brethren. 
pure gold. __®*So now, my son, depart from Nineveh 
The streets of Jerusalem will be paved | since what the prophet Jonah said W! 
With beryl, onyx, and stones from doubtless come to pass. *But keep the la" 
fe Ophir. T AN _ | and the ordinances. Be merciful and rig” 
All her streets will proclaim, ‘Alleluia!’ | teous, that it may be well with you. Bury ™® 
And will give praise, saying, decently and your mother with me, DÙ | 


‘Blessed is God, who exalted you unto lodge no longer in Nineveh. My son, 0 


all the ages,” serve what Aman did to Ahikar who rea 





Heil hadi is the temple in Jerusalem. 
and plea generations of generations o! on Aad ea hee sales he one renal 
13:17, 18 This passage also has in view the New Jerusalem (see Rev 21:1-3, 10, 11), 

aie ras par Ha Pea eh was overthrown in 612 sc. Jonah warned of the fall (Jon 3:3, 4) and 
din spanning To em TPE cond tempie not las we 
14:6 The Gentiles: See note at 13:3. 
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him, how he led him from light into dark- 
ness, and how greatly he repaid him. In- 
deed Ahikar was saved, but as for that man, 
he was repaid with retribution and de- 
scended into the darkness. Manasseh did 
almsgiving and was saved from the trap of 
death that was set for him. But Aman fell 


into the trap and perished.t Now then, my 


children, observe what almsgiving does, 
and how righteousness delivers us.” 
After he said these things, his soul de- 


parted as he lay on his bed. He was one hun- | 


dred and fifty-eight years old, and Tobias 


14:10 Ahikar: See 1:21. 
14:11 Almsgiving and righteousness: See 12:8, 9. 








TOBIT 14:15 
buried him gloriously.t 2When Anna died, 
he buried her with his father. Then Tobias 
departed with his wife and his children to 
Ecbatana, to Raguel his father-in-law. "He 
grew old honorably and buried the parents 
of his wife most respectfully. They inherited 
their estate and that of Tobit his father. 

l4Tobias died at Ecbatana of Media when 
he was one hundred and twenty-seven 
years old. !5Before he died, he heard of the 
destruction of Nineveh, taken by Neb- 
uchadnezzar and Ahasuerus. Thus before 
his death he rejoiced over Nineveh. 











| Date-Atthough the story occurs during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar and 
» the Assyrian domination’ of the Near East, the ideas and language place it 


i Ifi | 


somewhere in the second century BC. The work was probably composed - | 
sometime during the reign of John Hyrcanus 1 (435=1 O5 BC); high’ priest ang 


king of Israel. 





-Major The me— Cod protects fis people from, theist enemies. The Lord God 
> works in mysterious ways throughout history’ through the agency of human 


beings, both evil and good, powerful and weak. fudith’s lesson to us is that 
our worship of God, trust in Him, and obedience to His commandments 
result in divine protection and salvation from our enemies, no matter how 
powerful those enemies seem to be in this world. 


r Bac Ri roun d—The heroine of this story is Judith, meaning Jewess, the 
beautiful widow of a wealthy farmer. pious and of good reputation among 


her countrymen. She single-handedly takes on Holofernes, the enemy of 
Israel, a general in Nebuchadnezzar’s army. 


Outline 


> L. The Conquests of the Assyrian Armies 
(1:1—7:32) 
II. Judith Saves Israel from the Assyrian 
Invasion (8:1—16;25) 
A, Judith’s family information and her 
husband’s untimely death (8;1—8) 
B. Judith and the elders of Bethulia 
(8:9-36) 


-o A 


C. The prayer of Judith (9:1-14) 

D. Judith leads Israel to victory over thë 
Assyrians (10:1—15:11) : 

E. Judith and Israel give thanks to God ® 
triumphant praise (15:12—16:20) 

F Judith’s old age and death (16:21-25) 





™. King Nebuchadnezzar’s Victories 
It was the twelfth year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned in the 
great city of Nineveh. In those days 
Arphaxad, who reigned over the Medes in 
Ecbatana,*t “built a wall around Ecbatana of 
hewn stones which were three cubits wide 





Nineveh in about 607 ac. 


; ich in 
1:2-5 These verses are a parenthetical description of the massive fortifications of Ecbatana, which | 
turn implies the great power of Arphaxad, with whom Nebuchadnezzar waged war (v. 5). A 


and six cubits long. He made the wall sey 
enty cubits high and fifty cubits wide is 
its gates he set its towers, a hundred snd" | 
high and sixty cubits wide at their fol set | 
tions. ‘And he made its gates raised (0°). 


a ft 


enty cubits high and forty cubits va 
the marching out of his mighty arm > 


1:1 This opening verse is anachronistic in that the father of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebopalassar, destroy? | 





e 








his infantry in battle array. 5In those days 
King Nebuchadnezzar waged war against 
King Arphaxad in the great plain, the plain 
in the region of Ragau. ®And all those who 
inhabited the hill country and all those who 
lived along the Euphrates, the Tigris. and 
the Hydaspes rallied to him, including 
those from the plain of Arioch, king of the 
Elamites. Many nations of the sons of 
Chaldea gathered in battle array.t 

Then Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian 
king, sent. envoys to all those dwelling in 
Persia, to all living in the west, and to those 
who dwelled in. Cilicia, Damascus. 
Lebanon, and Antilebanon, and to all those 
who lived on the seacoast, 8and those 
among the nations of Carmel and. Gilead, 


and Upper Galilee and the Great plain. of | 
Esdraelon, %and to all those in Samaria and | 


its cities, and beyond the Jordan as far as 


Jerusalem, Bethany, Chelous and Kadesh | 
and the river of Egypt. and te Tahnanhes | 
fi 


and. Rameses and the whole land of 
Goshen, Veven beyond Tanis and Memphis 
and to all the inhabitants of Egypt as far as 
the boundaries of Ethiopia.t !!But all who 
lived in that area scorned the summons of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Assyrians, 
and refused to join with him in the war be- 
cause they were not afraid of him. They re- 
garded him as but one man, and they sent 
his messengers away empty-handed and 
dishonored.t 


w The Defeat of Arphaxad «> 


“Then Nebuchadnezzar was extremely- 
angry with all that land, and swore by his | 


throne and his kingdom that he would take 


vengeance on all the regions of Cilicia and- 


Damascus and Syria; that he would slay 
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with the sword all the inhabitants of the | 


JUDITH 2:5 


land of Moab, and the sons of Ammon, and 
all Judea, and all those in Egypt as far as 
the borders of the two seas.t 13S0 in his sev- 
enteenth year, he marched with his army 
against King Arphaxad and defeated him 
in battle. He routed the whole army. of 
Arphaxad and all his cavalry and all his 
chariots; '4he ruled over his cities. Then he 
came to Ecbatana, and took over its towers 
and plundered its marketplaces and put 
its adornments to shame. !5He captured 
Arphaxad in the mountains of Ragau and 
ran him through with his spears, totally de- 
stroying him that day.t !°Then he returned, 
he and all his sundry multitude of a great 
many warriors, and they rested there and 
feasted sumptuously for one hundred 
twenty days.t | : - 


| = Nebuchadnezzar’s Secret Plan 
| for War =>- se 
P, In the eighteenth year, on the twenty- 
<æ Second day of the first month, in the 
house of Nebuchadnezzar king. of the 
| Assyrians, it came about there was talk 
| that it was time to take vengeance on all 
| the land, just as he had said.t 2So he sum- 
| moned all his officers and all his nobles; 
| and he laid out verbally all the wickedness 
of the land. *They determined to destroy 
everyone who. had not obeyed his sum- 
mons. | 

4When he finished his plan, Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of the Assyrians called 
Holofernes, the chief captain of his army, 
second in command to him, and said to 
him, °“Thus says the great king, the lord of 
all the earth: Behold! You shall go out from 
my presence and take men confident in 
their strength with you, a hundred twenty 
thousand foot soldiers and twelve thousand 


— nE 





1:6 The sons of Chaldea are the central power of the alliance that defeats the great army of Arphaxad 
(1:13), The irony is that these “sons” will prove powerless before a “daughter of the Hebrews" (10:12). 
The Euphrates, the Tigris, and the Hydaspes (a river in India) alludes to a large territory ruled by Artax- 
Erxes (see Est 1:1), | l 
1:10 From Ethiopia to the Hydaspes (v. 6) gives the full breadth of Nebuchadnezzar’s proclaimed au- 
thority. ne al 
1:11 Building on 1:6, the author here introduces the supreme irony of this story: “the lord of all the 
earth” (Nebuchadnezzar) (2:5) will be shown as but one man, and “men confident in their strength" 
(2:5) will be sent away empty-handed and dishonored. MIB * | 
1:12 The borders of the two seas is parallel to the “boundaries of Ethiopia" (1:10). Great rivers are 
sometimes called seas in ancient Hebrew literature, 
1:15 The mountains of Ragau are some two hundred miles east of Ecbatana and away from the direc- 
tion of attack: thus Arphaxad was captured while fleeing from defeat. Tals 
1:16 The ed to Nineveh. , 

y returned to Nineveh. l 
2:1 The first month is Nisan (March-April) and the twenty-second day is the day after the end of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread on the Hebrew calendar. 


JUDITH 2:6 


cavalry.t "March against all the land of the 
west, because they disobeyed my com- 
mands. 7You shall order them to prepare the 
earth and water, for I will come out in 
wrath, and I will cover the whole face of the 
land with the footprints of my army, and | 
will give them over to my army as plunder.t 
8Their wounded will fill the valleys, and 
their brooks and rivers shall be overflowing 
with their dead.t 9I will lead them away as 
captives to the end of the whole earth. 
And going out ahead of me, you shall 
seize all their territory. They will surrender 
themselves to you, and you shal! hold them 
for me until the day of their punishment. 
1l Against the ones who refuse, let your eye 
not spare them, and give them over to 
slaughter and plunder throughout all your 
territory. !2For as I live, and by the power of 
my kingdom, what I have spoken I will do 
by my hand.t Take heed and do not trans- 
gress any of the orders of your lord, Dit 
carry them out fully just as | have com- 
manded you, and do it without any delay.” 





= Holofernes) March through the Wesi a= 

14So Holofernes went out from the pres- 
ence of his lord and called all the generals, 
captains, and officers of the Assyrian army. 
And as his lord had commanded him to 
do, he mobilized one hundred twenty thou- 
sand select men for the battle, together 
with twelve thousand archers on horse- 
back, !and he set them in formation as any 
great army is organized in time of war. "He 
brought a great number of camels, don- 
keys, and mules to transport their baggage; 
innumerable sheep, goats, and oxen for 
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_fantry, the cavalry, and his chariots—and 
| went from there into the hill country. “He 
| ravaged Put and Lud, and he plundered all 


their food supply;' ample provisions fop 
every man, and a great quantity of gold ang 
silver from the king’s palace. He marched 
out with his entire army to go in advance of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king to cover the en. 
tire face of the land to the west with their 
chariots, cavalry, and their select infantry 
-20And along with them went a great mixed 
crowd, like a swarm of locusts, like the dug, 
of the earth, for the multitude could not be — 
numbered.t | 
21And they went out from Nineveh three 
days’ journey to the plain of Bectileth, and 
they camped over against Bectileth, near 
the mountain to the left of Upper Cilicia 
22Then he took his entire army—his in- 





| 


| the Rassisites and the Ishmaelites along 
‘the desert towards the south of the Chel- 
leans. 24Then he followed the Euphrates 
and passed through Mesopotamia, destroy- 
ing all the fortified cities along the river 
` Abron, until he came to the sea.t He cap- 
tured the region of Cilicia and killed every 
one who resisted him, and came as far a 
the southern borders of Japheth, opposite 
Arabia. 2*He encircled all the Midianites 
and torched their tents and plundered their 
sheepfolds.t 27Next he marched down into 
the plain of Damascus at the time of the 
wheat harvest and burned all their fields. 
destroying their flocks and herds. Hè 
sacked their cities, ravaged their lands, a 
struck down all their youths with the eds® 
of the sword.t | 





2:5 The titles the great king and lord of all the earth are further claims of divinity by Nebuchadnezza 
(see Jos 3:11; Ps 47:3). i 

2:7 Prepare the earth and water “after the manner of the kings of Persia to whom earth and wate! 
were ceremonially given by custom as acknowledgment that they were lords of land and sea” -~ 
(Herodotus 6:48, 49). This may be an indication of surrender. se | 
2:8, 9 Just as Christ “descended into the lower parts of the earth” (Eph 4:9) to defeat the enem of HS | 
people, the captives, so Judith will descend to the valley to defeat the enemy of her people (10:1 ) | 
2:12 It is not Nebuchadnezzar's hand that will be decisive in the end, but Judith’s (8:33; 13:14). oe 
2:17 The Pharisee-like piety of the author is demonstrated here by his inclusion of only clean animals 
part of the food supply of the Assyrians, who were notable for their unclean preferences (Hos 9:3). 
2:20, 21 The journey here covers some three hundred miles in only three days, an impossible accon 
plishment given the size of the army and its composition. This hyperbole, along with the simile, like 
swarm of locusts (v. 20), calls to mind the dramatic words of another prophet (Joel 2:4, 5). 

2:24 The region intended here is uncertain, but perhaps it refers to Upper Mesopotamia towards 
Ararat and Lake Van. 
2:26 These are the Ishmaelite Midianites (Gn 37:27, 28), who were nomads of the desert northeast ° 
the Jordan valley (Jdg 6:33; 7:25). 
2:27 The time of the wheat harvest would have been about June, a 
for such an expansive campaign. 








short span of only three months 
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28Thus fear and dread of him came upon 
all the inhabitants of the seacoast, at Sidon 
and Tyre, and those living in Sur and 
Ocina, and all those living in Jamnia. Those 
residing in Azotus and Ashkelon also 
greatly feared him. 


They sent messengers to him to sue for 
peace, saying, ““Behold! We the ser- 
vants of Nebuchadnezzar the great king lie 
prostrate before you. Do to us as is pleasing 
in your sight. “Behold! All our dwellings, all 


our land, all our fields of wheat, our flocks | 


and herds, and all our tents are before you: 
do with them as you desire. ‘Behold! Our 
cities also’ and their inhabitants are your 
Slaves; come and deal with them as is fit- 
ting in your sight.” SG: 

‘These men came to Holofernes and re- 
ported all these things to him. ‘He went 
down to the seacoast with his army and 
stationed garrisons over the fortified Cities: 
and selected chosen men from ihem as di- 


lies.t 7These people, and all their surround: |; : 
es DSL ee ie | tne mountain passes, since Judea could be 
ing countryside, received him with Spe SET Da 7 | 


lands and dancing and timbrels.t But he | 


destroyed all their borders and cut down 
their sacred groves, for he had been given 
orders to demolish all the gods of the land, 
so all nations would worship Nebuchad- 
nezzar only, and so all their tongues and 
tribes would call upon him as god.t Then 


he came to Esdraelon, near Dothan, facing 


the great ridge of Judea.t !9He camped be- 
tween Geba and Scythopolis, and remained 
there for a month to bring together all the 
Supplies for his army. 


æ Israel Prepares Its Defense m 
AÆ When the Israelites residing in Judea 
. heard everything Holofernes, the com- 
mander of Nebuchadnezzar king of the 





tions and gods will be put down (3:8). 
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3:6 For their surrender, the people of the seacoast are given favorable treatment, though their tradi- 





how he stripped and demolished all their 
temples, 2they were greatly terrified at his 
presence. They were troubled for Jerusa- 
lem and also for the temple of the Lord 
their God. *For they had just recently come 
back from exile, and all the people of Judea 
had only recently been regathered, and the 
holy vessels, the altar, and the temple had 
been consecrated, having been profaned. 
4So they sent word into all the region of 
Samaria, and to Kona, Beth Horon, 
Belmen, and to Jericho and Choba and 
Aesora, and to the valley of Salem.t 
‘immediately they seized all the hilltops 
and fortified the villages in them, and 
stored up provisions in preparation for war, 
having just harvested their fields. 

‘Joakim the high priest, who was in 
Jerusalem at that time, wrote to those 
cwelling in Bethulia and Betomesthaim, 
which faces Esdraelon opposite the plain 
near Dothan.t 7He ordered them to occupy 


invaded through them. They were easy to 
defend because the approach was narrow, 
with space for only two men at the most to 
pass. 

’The Israelites did as instructed by 
Joakim the high priest and the council of 
all the people of Israel, which met in 
Jerusalem. %And all the men of Israel cried 
to God with great fervor and humbled 
themselves in great somberness. !They, 
their wives and children, their cattle, and 
all the strangers, the hired servants and the 


purchased slaves, put sackcloth around 
their waists. !All the men of Israel and 


the women and the children living in 


Jerusalem prostrated themselves before 


the temple, and put ashes on their heads 


3:7 These garlands would have been crowns of leaves or flowers (see WSol 2:8) with dancing and tim- 
brels in the fashion of Jephthah’'s daughter dg 11:33). 


3:8 To cut down their sacred groves strips them of their gods, thereby asserting the supremacy of Ne- 


buchadnezzar over the land and the people. 


3:9 Ridge js literally “saw,” which suggests a serrated horizon (see 1Kg 14:4, 5). Also Esdraelon, a valley, 


saws” the mountain range of Judea in two. 


4:4 Samaria was returned to Judea by Demetrius | Soter (reigned 162-150 ac; see 1Mc 10:30, 38) and 
annexed by John Hyrcanus in 107 ac. Its inclusion here as part of Judea suggests this story was written 
*Ometime during the reign of John Hyrcanus (135-104 ac). | 


4:6 Bethulia and Betomesthaim are unknown places and appear only in Judith. Bethulia 
On Bethuel (a city of Simeon), Both are consistent with our Simeonite heroine (see 9:2) a 


is a word-play 
nd the Assyrian 


Messengers who bring this assault on Israel (see 1:11; Is 37:24), Betomesthaim (Hebrew: Beth- 
Outemah) means “house of enmity” and is likely a scornful allusion to the city of Samaria. 








JUDITH 4:12 
and spread out their sackcloth before the 
face of the Lord.t '2They also covered the 
altar with sackcloth, and cried out fer- 
vently with one accord to the God of Israel 
that He would not allow their infants to be 
prey and their wives to be seized; that the 
cities they inherited not be destroyed; that 
their sanctuary not be desecrated and be a 
reproach to the gloating of the Gentiles. 
t3The Lord heard their cry and looked 
down on their affliction, for the people 





were fasting many days in all Judea and 


Jerusalem before the sanctuary of the Lord 
Almighty. ‘4And Joakim the high priest and 
all the priests who stood before the pres- 
ence of the Lord and Served the Lord, hav- 
ing girded their waists with sackcloth, of- 
fered the continual whole burnt offerings 
and the votive and the freewill offerings of 
the people.t With ashes. on their turbans. 
with all their strength they cred out to the 
Lord to look with fayer upon all the house 
of Israel, 


-= Holofernes Hears of isiael’s 
Preparations == 

It was told to Holofernes, the com- 

mander of the Assyrian army, that the 
Israelites were prepared for war and had 
blocked the passes in the mountains, forti- 
fied all the hilltops, and placed barricades 
in the plains.t 2He was very angry, and he 
called all the princes of Moab and the cap- 
tains of Ammon and all the governors of 
the seacoast together. *He said to them, 


4:11 Casting ashes on their heads is a sign of contrition and lamentation. 








“Tell me, sons of Canaan, who ate 
people who live in the hill country? 





cities do they inhabit? How large is the, 
army? In what does their power and 


strength consist? And who is the king Who 
rules them and leads their army?t Wi 
have they alone refused to come and meet 
with me along with all those dwelling in the 
west?” sakanti 
æ An Ammonite’s History of Israel >. 
5Then Achior, the leader of the Am. 
monites, said to him, “Let my lord hear now 
the word that comes from the mouth of 
your servant, and _I will,tell you the truth 
concerning this people who dwell in this 
hill country near you; no falsehood will 
come out of the mouth of your servant! 
6These people are descended from the 
Chaldeans.t 7They previously sojourned in 
Mesopotamia because they did not wish to 
| follow the gods of their fathers, who were 
in Chaldea. *For they had departed from 
the way of their ancestors and worshiped 
the God of heaven, the God they had come 
to know. As a result, they cast them oul 
from the presence of their gods, and they 
fled to Mesopotamia and sojourned there 
for a long time.t °Then their ‘God com- 
manded them to depart from the place of 
their sojourn and go to the land of Canaan 
They settled there and became ven 
wealthy in gold, silver, and abundant live 


all of Canaan, they went down into Egy? 





4:14 Served here is a liturgical term (see also Lk 1:23, “service”; Acts 13:2, “ministered”; Heb 8:6, “mim 


istry”). St. Clement writes, “We ought to do all those things the 
the appointed times. He has commanded sacrifices and services to be performed. . ) 
priest has been appointed his proper services, to the priests, their own place assigned, upon th 
their proper duties imposed; and the layman is bound by the rules for laymen.” We see here in 


Master has ordered us to perform at 

_ Thus, to the high 

e Levites 
judith 


the oft-repeated practice of God's people gathering together in worship and prayer to seek divine 


mercy and grace. 


5:1 These barricades consisted of camouflaged pits containing sharply pointed stakes meant to lame 


horses or impale infantry. | 


5:3, 4 Canaan is used here in its archaic sense (see Gn 10:15-19) and includes all those dwelling in the | 


west (v. 4). | 
5:5-21 The Protomartyr 


Stephen gave an account (Acts 7) similar to this. 

5:6, 7 The Chaldeans were a Semitic people (Gn 10:21-31) who settled the area just nort 
sian Gulf (Gn 10:30). Ur of the Chaldeans (Gn 11:27, 28) was just outside of Mesopotamia | 
“between the rivers”) just south of the Euphrates River, The Chaldean city of Ur was the sit 
temple of the moon-god Sin. Such was the Chaldean penchant for worshiping the heavens, 
name became a proverbial term for astrologers (see Dan 2:2). 

5:8 Had come to know is an active-voice verb in Greek: knowing Go 
Him (Pr 8:17; Heb 11:6). Abraham came to: know the God of heaven 
seek his Creator, He thereby received the true inheritance (Heb 
them out we find only at this place in Scripture, and in Jewish tradition. 


h of the Per 
(Greek for 
e of ama) 
and the 


by looking beyond the heavens 
11:8-10, 16). That the Chaldeans 


these 


stock. !°But when a famine spread throug! - 





ae eo 
d requires that we diligently se° 
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583 
and sojourned there as long as' there was | will go up, Lord Holofernes, and they will 
food; and Saar ey became a great multi- | be devoured by your whole army.” 
tude, so great they could not be numbered. © Re 
“Then the king of Egypt rose against TELS inaa RESPOnRE A te 
them and, taking advantage of them, forced | & AS the disruption of the men outside 
them to make bricks; he humbled them and the council calmed down, Holofernes, 
made them: slaves. !2So they cried out:to | the, Assyrian.army commander, spoke to 
their God, and He struck the whole land of | Achior in the presence of all the crowd of 
Egypt with deadly plagues. The Egyptians | foreigners and to all the sons of Moab: 
cast them out from their presence. 13So God | **Who.are you, Achior, and you mercenar- 
dried up the Red Sea before them: '4He led | ies of Ephraim, to prophesy among us as 
them by way of Sinai and Kadesh-Barnea, | yOu did today, to tell us we should not wage 
and they drove out all those living in the | War against the Israelite people because 
desert. "They settled in the land of the | their God will shield them? Who is god 
Amorites, and by their strength they utterly | besides Nebuchadnezzar? He will send his 
destroyed all the residents of Heshbon, | Power and, will. utterly destroy them from 
And crossing over the River Jordan, they | the face of the earth, and their God will not 
occupied all of the hill country. “Then they | deliver them.t -Rather we, the servants of 
drove out the Canaanites. the Perizzites, | the king, will strike them down as one man. 
the Jebusites, the Shechemites,and the | They will not withstand the strength of our 
Gergesites, and they dwelied-there for a | Cavalry. ‘We will subdue them with it; their 
long time. high hills will be drunk with their blood, 
Tf they did not sin before their God | and their plains will be filled with their 
they prospered, because their Ged. who | bodies. Their footprints will no longer 
hates sin, was with them. But: when they | remain, but they will utterly perish, says 
strayed from the path which He prescribed | King Nebuchadnezzar, lord of all the earth. 
for them, they were destroyed in numerous | It is he who has spoken; none of his words | 
battles, and they were exiled to a land not | will be in vain. | | 
their own, and the temple of their God was 5 But you, O Achior, and your mercenar- 
brought down to the. ground, and their | ies of Ammon who spoke these words in 
cities were seized by their adversaries, | the day of your wrongdoing, you will not 
‘Yet now they have come back to their God | see my face from this day forth until the 
and returned from their dispersion, and | time I will punish these people who came 
they have taken back Jerusalem, where | up out of Egypt. “When I return, the sword 
their sanctuary is. They have settled in the | of my forces and of my servants will pass 
hill country, for it was not inhabited. through your sides, and you will fall among 
40“Now my lord and master, if there is | their wounded men. 7Now my servants will 
any sin of ignorance in this people and they | take you back to the hill country, and they 
sin against their God, then we will identify | will put you in one of the cities of the hill 
their offense and will go up to defeat them, | passes. *You will not die until you perish 
“'But if there is no lawlessness in their na- | alongside them, °and if you really suppose 
tion, then let my, lord leave them alone, lest | in your heart that they will not be taken by 
their Lord shield them, and their God de- | us, then do not be downcast. I have spoken, 
fend them, and we will become a reproach | and no word of mine shall fail.”t 
before the whole earth.” ‘Now Holofernes commanded his ser- 
‘Now when Achior finished speaking | vants, who were standing by in his tent, to 
these things, all the people standing around | capture Achior and remove him to Bethulia 
the tent started to grumble, Then Holo- | and turn him over to the sons of Israel. 
ernes’ officials and all those dwelling in’) /!Then the servants took hold of him and 
‘© seacoast and Moab insisted Achior be | led him outside the camp toward the plain. 
pul to death. 2/They said, “We will not be | They traveled from the plain into the hill 
talg of the Israelites, For behold! They country to the springs below Bethulia. 
th beople in whom there is no might nor “When the men of the city saw them, they 
took up their weapons and hurried out of 




























'e Dower to wage war. 24Now therefore, we 


i: The mention of mercenaries is an allusion to Is 28:1. | 
‘4 Holofernes is now exalting himself as equal with King Nebuchadnezzar, and even with God Himself. 
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the city to the crest of the mountain The | in the valley j r Bethulia. They op 
: erir id | ey near Bethulia. The 
Slingers kept the servants from ascending | spread out in width over Dothan as tare 


by hurling stones at them. 'STaking shelter | Belbaim and in length from Bethulia to 


down at the base of the mountain, they tied | Cyamon, facing Esdraelon.t 

up Achior and left him at the foot of the | 4When the Israelites Saw their gre, 
mountain, and went back to their master. numbers, they were exceedingly a 
| “When. the Israelites went down from | tressed, each saying to his neighbor, “N É 
their dwelling, they found and loosed him | they will ravage the entire land. Neither th 
and brought him to Bethulia. They set him high hills, nor the valleys, nor the foothill 
before the leaders of the city, who in those | will support their weight.” 5Still each One 
days were Uzziah the son of Micah of the | took up his weapons, and having lit fires on 


tribe of Simeon, and Chabris the son of | their watchtowers, they stood guard that 


Gothoniel, and Charmis the son of Mel- | whole night. 


chiel.t 16They summoned all the city ‘Then on the second day, Holofernes 


elders, and all their young men and the brought all his cavalry out in full view of 
women rushed to the assembly, and they | the Israelites in Bethulia.t 7He carefully ip. 
set Achior in the midst of all the people. | spected the approaches leading to the city 
Uzziah asked him what hed happened. ‘and then he came upon the springs which 
"He reported to them the events of the | were their water source and seized them 
council of Holofernes, and all the many | He placed soldiers there to guard over 
words he had spoken in the midst of tne As- | them, and returned to his encampment. 
syrian Officials, and all that Holofernes ar-| ®Then all the chief men of the sons of 
rogantly boasted against the house of fs: 
rael. Moab, and the commanders of the seacoast 
“Then the people fell down and wor- | region came to him, saying, %Let our lord 
Shipped God and cried out. Saying, “0O | now hear our word, that there be no losses 
Lord God of heaven, look down upon their | in your army. For this people, the Is 
arrogance, and have mercy on the humble | raelites, do not put their trust in spears, bul 
state of our people. Look with favor upon | in the height of the mountains where they 
those who are sanctified unto You this day.” | dwell, since it is not easy to reach theif 





1 Se 


Edom, and all the leaders of the people of 











il 


“Then they encouraged Achior and praised | Mountain peaks. UIndeed, master, do not 


him exceedingly. 2!Then Uzziah took him | engage them in battle formation, and not 


from the assembly to his house and gave a | One man of your forces will fall.t Stay i 


feast for the elders. And all that night they | stead in your camp, and keep all the men 0! 
called upon the God of Israel for help.t your army there. Have your servants také 

control of the spring which comes from the 

æ Israel Is Attacked at Bethulia -~: base of the mountain, '3for this is where th 


/ On the next day, Holofernes com- | citizens of Bethulia draw their water. The! 
manded his entire army and all his | thirst will consume them, and they will st” 
allies who joined with him to move against | render their city. Then we and our forc® 
Bethulia and occupy the passes up in the | will go up to the peaks of the mount | 
hill country, and to attack the Israelites.?So | nearby and camp there to make sure ™ 


their soldiers broke camp, and their army | one departs from the city. “They and theil 


numbered a hundred seventy thousand | wives and their children will waste av” 


infantry and twelve thousand cavalry (not | from starvation, and before the sw0 
including the baggage handlers), a great | come against them they will already 3 
multitude. “They camped beside the spring | struck down in the streets where they © 





6:15 Since Uzziah is of the tribe of Simeon, as is Judith (11:2), apparently we are meant to understan? 
the entire city as being of Simeon, a noted avenger of Israel (Gn 34:25-27; 49:5). 14 
6:21 This feast would have been a solemn occasion in order to call on the God of Israel (see Joe! 1" 
2:15-17). 

7:3 Knowing the locations of Dothan and Esdraelon, the description given here points to the entire 
valley of Jezreel being occupied by the allies (7:1), wee 
7:6 The point of bringing forth all his cavalry against the Israelites, who had no such forces, is tO 
date them. 

7:11 Ironically, the one man who will fall is Holofernes himself (13:4-8). 
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550 you will repay them an evil recom- 
pense, because they rebelled and did not 
meet with you in peace.” | 
'6And their words pleased Holofernes 


and all his servants, and he gave command | 


that they do just as they said. !’So the 
forces of the Ammonites departed, along 


with five thousand Assyrians, and they set | 


up camp in the valley and captured the 
springs, the water supply for the Israelites. 
isThen the Edomites and the Ammonites 
came up and camped in the hills facing 
Dothan, and from there they dispatched 
some of their troops to the south and east, 
toward Egrebeh, near Chusi beside ‘the 
brook Mochmur. The remainder of the As- 
syrian forces camped on the plain and 
spread out over the whole countryside, and 
their tents and the supply lines expanded 
everywhere, an enormous array. 

Then the children of Israel were dis- 
heartened, and they cried out to the Lord 
their God. Their enemies had them sur- 
rounded, and there was no way for them to 
escape. 2°The entire army of Assyrians— 
their infantry, chariots, and their cavalry— 
encircled them for thirty-four days, and all 
the water containers of the citizens of 
Bethulia stood empty.t Their cisterns 


were dried up, and there was not one day in | 


which there was enough water to drink, for 
the water was rationed. 22Their children be- 
came listless, and their women and youths 


fainted from thirst and collapsed in the city | 


Streets and in the gateways, for there was 
no longer any strength in them. 


æ. The People Want Surrender m- 

“Then all the people, the youths, the 
women, and the children, crowded around 
Uzziah and the leaders of the city. With 
loud voices they cried out before all the el- 
ders, saying, 24*May God judge between 
you and us! For you have done us a great 
wrong by not making peace with the Assyr- 
lans.t 25For now there is none to help us. 
And God has delivered us into the hands of 
them who laid us low in thirst and in great 
destruction. 26So call to them and surrender 
the whole city to be plunder to the army of 
Holofernes and all his forces. 2’For it is bet- 











<m- a E———EE 
{ÁA 


EEEE 


JUDITH 8:5 





ter for us to be plunder to them, for we 


shall become their slaves, but our lives will 


be saved, and we will not have to watch our 
infants die before our eyes, and our wives 
and children breathing their last. 28We call 
all of heaven and earth to witness against 
you and entreat our God, the Lord of our 
fathers, who is punishing us according to 
our sins and the sins of our fathers, do ac- 
cording to these words spoken this very 
day.” 

29And with one accord, a great mourning 
broke out in the midst of the whole assem- 
bly, and with a loud voice they cried out to 
the Lord God. 2°But Uzziah spoke to them, 
“Brothers, take courage, and let us endure 
vet five more days, in which the Lord our 
God will return His mercy to us. He will not 
utterly forsake us. 31But if these days come 
and go, and no help reaches us, I will do as 
you say.” 

32Then he dismissed the people to their 
various posts, and, they went up on the 
walls and watchtowers of their city, and he 
sent the women and children home. And 
they were in great misery in the city. 


w Judith Upbraids the Rulers 
of Bethulia «= 

In those days, Judith got word of this 

matter. She was the daughter of Me- 
rari, the son of Ox, the son of Joseph, the 
son of Oziel, the son of Elkiah, the son 
of Ananias, the son of Gideon, the son of 
Raphaim, the son of Ahitub, the son of 
Elijah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of Eliab, 


| the son of Nathanael, the son of Salamiel, 


the son of Sarasadai, the son of Israel.t 


-2And her husband was Manasseh, of her 


own tribe and family. He had died at the 
time of the barley harvest. “For as he super- 
vised those binding the sheaves in the field, 
he was overcome with heat stroke and fell 
on his bed and died in his city of Bethulia. 
They buried him with his fathers in the 
field lying between Dothan and Balamon. 
d4Judith remained a widow in her house 
for three years and four months, setting up 
a tent for herself on the rooftop of her 
house, and she wrapped sackcloth around 
her waist and wore the garments of her 


7:20, 21 Their water containers would be those which were usually filled at the now inaccessible 


Springs. The cisterns went dry, leaving the people with rationed water. 

7:24-32 These verses form the foil of faithlessness against which the faith of Judith will stand. 

8:1 A genealogy such as this establishes one as a legitimate member of a community, in this case Israel. 
It is Significant the author leaves out Judith’s tribal affiliation. The message is to all Israel and not only 


° one person, city, or tribe. 
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1t 6She fasted every day of her “Therefore, while we await His deliver. 
E's ess for the day preceding | ance, let us call upon Him to help us, and i | 
the Sabbaths, the Sabbath days them- | it pleases Him He will hear our voice.t '#fo, 
selves, the eves of the new moons andthe | there es i crap ee beste nor 
w moons. and the feasts and days of cel- | has there been in this: pres ime any 
E Ena the house of Israel.t 7Beautiful | tribe or family or people A sae ofa that 
in stature, she was very lovely to look upon. bowed som sakes one CBee 
Manasseh, her husband, left her gold and happene op fe e seh ven weds 
silver, men and women servants, and live- | this, our a ee aC wives 
stock and fields. She kept up this property, | Sword and to aa P SE TnI 
and ino One spoke il o: her torishe tearen Pe S god but Him; there. 
God andiwas deyotedito Him Tirna fore we have hope He will not disregard us 
When Judith heard the angry W ords the Nas of our nation. 2!Forit weareselaed 
people spoke against aine i a being | ali Judea will fall, and our sanctuary will be 
A aA a T ate SR a : | plundered, and He will make us account: 
them after five days to surrender the city to | anie ror see profana 10n wih a 
the Assyrians, Vshe sent her faithful maid, | san So Ee a andine desolation of out 
who was responsible for all her posses- | heritance He will bring upon our heads 
sions, to call on Chabris and Charmis, el- | -apardiess!. ofsiwhereqavein aren enai 
ders of the city.t ''They came to het, and | mong-the Gentiles. We will be an offens 
she said to them, “Listen to me now. rulers | ¢ Palla ee in the eyes of those who 
of the people of Bethulia! Your words spo" | master us. 2For our servitude will not beto 
ken today to the people are not right, nor Is | our. benefit: rather, the Lord our God wil 
the oath you have sworn and pronounced | enit A Aami Aad , ‘Ne 
between God and yourselves, promising to | ~; ENON ator lete set anera 
surrender the city to our adyersaries unless ole tor our nook or_their. very lives dë 
the Lord turns and helps you in so many | Send upon us. Furthermore, the sanctuar 
days. A altar rest upon US: Be 
Now who are you to have put God to ee a en he Lal 
the test this day, setting yourselves uD aS | Cur God, who is testing us just as He Ë 
God's equal among the sons of men? YOu | oun fathers. 26Remember. His. actions '© 
are testing the Lord Almighty, but you will | Ward Abraham and how He put Isaac tothe 
never come to know anything! '4You can- test. Recall what happened to Jacob in 
not plumb the depths of the heart of man, | Mesopotamia of Syria while shepherd © 
nor grasp the thoughts of his mind. How | the sheep of Laban, the brother Of 
then do you expect to search out God, who | mother 27For He has not tested us with Ù 
made all these things, and come to under- | fire even as He did them, to search % 
stand His mind or comprehend His pur- | their hearts. Nor has He punished us 
pose? No, brothers! Do not provoke the | Rather, the Lord scourges those drawing 
Lord our God to anger. For if He does not | hear to Him as a warning.” 
wish to come to our aid within five days, He | __ | 
has the power to protect us anytime He fay Czzlahs AaS wer uroa 
pleases, or even to destroy us before the | - ?28Then Uzziah said to her, “All tha’ er 
face of our enemies. 'But do not put a time | said you spoke with a good heart, and ond 
bind on the purposes of the Lord our God, | is no one who will oppose your W ou 
for He is not to be threatened as is a man, | ?9This is not the first day on which youl 
nor to be coaxed as a human being. wisdom has been evident, but from 
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8:5A tent ..,.on the rooftop provided Judith with solitude from the daily activities of a household es 
Pr 21:8). | 

8:6 Judith’s fasting every day of her widowhood does not mean she practiced complete abst! 
Rather, according to Jewish tradition, she would have abstained from morning until evening, 
meal only after sundown. | (are Ce Ig? ates f v 
8:10 Judith wisely calls the elders of the city to her home to avoid publicly shaming them for thè! = 
wise decision. : "i PTT | dae lated da aso 
8:17 This is the crux of the author's message in this book. vit 


eating © 


| 
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earliest years all the BODIE have recog: 
nized your understanding, because the dis- 
position of your heart is good. 3°But the 
people are very thirsty, and they compelled 
us to do just as we spoke to them and 
caused us to take an oath which we will not 
break. 3!Now pray for us, since you are a 
devout woman, that the Lord will send rain 
to fill-our cisterns, and we shall not faint 
from thirst again.” 

32Then Judith replied to them, “Hear me, 
and I will do something which will be 
known unto all the generations of our de- 


scendants.t You must stand at the gate 


tonight, and | will go out with my maid, and 
within these days in which you promised to 
surrender the city to our enemies, the Lord 
will deliver Israel by my hand. °**But you 
must not ask me what I am going to do, De 


ee 


cause I will not tell what I am going to do | 


until I complete the task.” 

35$9 Uzziah and the rulers 
“Go in peace, and may the ‘Lord God go be- 
fore you to take vengeance upon our adver- 
saries.” 26So they left the tent and returned 
to their posts. 


~ The Prayer of Judith = 
Then Judith prostrated herself, put 
ashes upon her head, and, uncovered 
the sackcloth which she had.put on. And at 
the time of the evening incense being 
offered in the house of God in Jerusalem, 
Judith cried out to the Lord with a loud 
voice and prayed:t 
2“C) Lord God of my father Simeon, to 
whom You gave a sword for vengeance 
against the foreigners who loosened the 
girdle of the virgin to defile her, and dis- 
gracefully exposed her thighs, and violated 
her body to humiliate her, for You had said, 
‘It shall not be done,’ and yet they did it.t 
*So You gave their rulers over to be killed, 
and their bed, which was ashamed of their 
deceit, they themselves being deceived, to 
be stained with blood. You struck down the 
Servants along with their princes, and 
Princes on their thrones, “You gave their 


said fo her, | 


wives over foe sunder and their daughters 
to captivity, and all their spoils You divided 
among Your beloved sons, those who were 
zealous with Your zeal and abhorred the 
defilement of their blood, and called upon 
You to help. O God, my God, hear me also, 
a widow! 

5“For You did those things and the things 
that occurred before and those that fol- 
lowed after; and You have planned the ones 
present, and the ones for the future. “And 
the things You have determined present 
themselves and say, ‘Behold, we are here’; 
for all Your ways are prepared beforehand, 
and Your judgment is by foreknowledge. 

7™For behold, the Assyrians are multi- 
plied in their strength. They are’ exalted 
with horses-and riders. They glory in the 
strength of their infantry; they hope in 
shield and spear, in bow and sling, but they 
do not know that You the Lord crush wars; 
‘the Lord is Your name. Break their might 


by Your might, and tear down their power 


in Your-anger; for they intend to defile Your 


sanctuary and desecrate the tent where 
Your glorious name rests, and to cut off the 
horns of Your altar with the sword. Behold 
their arrogance. Send Your wrath upon 
their heads, Grant to the hand of the widow 
to do what I plan. By the deceit of my lips, 
strike down the slave with the ruler and the 
ruler with his servant. Crush their pride by 
the hand of a woman. 

U“For Your might is not in numbers, nor 
Your power in men who are strong, but You 
are the God of the lowly; You are the helper 
of the oppressed, the defender of the weak, 
the protector of those who are forsaken, 
the savior of those without hope. Yes, O 
God of my father and God of the inheri- 
tance of Israel, Lord of heaven and earth, 
Creator of the waters, King of all Your cre- 
ation, attend to my prayer!t 'SCause my de- 
ceitful words to be their wound and a 
bruise to those who planned cruelty 
against Your covenant, and Your holy 


| house, and Mount Zion, and against the 


house Your sons possess.* "Make Your 





8:32 cleat me means, "Give we to what | have said," Judith’s speech here is the foundation for het 


decisions that follow. 


9:1 That Judith uncovered the sackcloth in which she was clothed after the elders had left (8:36) 
demonstrates her true humility; she did not present herself with asad countenance. T 


9:2 See Gn 34 for the account of this tragic incident. 


9:12 Heaven, earth, and waters comprise the visible world and AN express the full scope of the. 


rule of the Creator and King. 


9:13 Judith wisely understands that the intent of the enemy is the removal of the religion of eek 


— 





JUDITH 10:1 | 


entire nation and every tribe to know and 
understand that You are God, the God of all 
power and might, that there is none other 
who protects the people of Israel but You 
only.”t 


s Judith Begins to Execute Her Plan 7> 


] When she had ceased crying to the 
God of Israel and had completed all 
her words, 2she arose from where she had 
prostrated herself, and summoned her 
maid and went down into the house, where 
she lived on the Sabbaths and her feast 
days.t >There she took off the sackcloth she 
was wearing and removed her widow's 
garments. She washed her body with water 
and anointed herself with precious oint- 
ment. She braided her hair and put. 2 heac- 
dress on her head, and put on festive aftire 
she had worn when her husband Manasseh 
was alive. 4She placed sandals on her feet, 
and put on her bracelets, her ankiets, her 
rings, earrings, and all her jewelry. She 
made herself very beautiful, inviting to the 
eyes of all the men who might look on her.t 
5Then she gave her maid a flask of wine 
and a cruse of oil, and filled a bag with 
grain and a cake of dried fruit and a loaf of 
bread: all these items she wrapped up 
together and gave them to her maid. 
6Then they went out to the gate of the 
city of Bethulia and found Uzziah standing 
there with the elders of the city, Chabris 
and Charmis. 7And they saw her, and her 
face was changed and her clothing was dif- 
ferent, and they marveled at her beauty 
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of the city watched her until she went dowy 
the mountain and crossed the valley, ung; 
they could no longer see her. 

\1The women traveled straight throug, 
the valley, and an Assyrian patrol met her 
12They seized her and asked, “Who are yoy 
and where are you coming from, and where 
are you going?” She replied, “I am a daugh. 
ter of the Hebrews, and I am fleeing from 
them, because they are about to be given 
over to you to be devoured.t 13I have come 
to see Holofernes, the commander of your 
forces; to give him an accurate report. I will 
show him the way he can go out and take 


all the hill country captive without losing 


the body or the life of any of his men.” 
14And as the men listened to her words, 
and beheld her face—for she was won- 
drously beautiful in their eyes—they said to 
her. 15“You have spared your life by hasten- 
ing to come down to see our lord. Now 
come with us to his tent, and we will escort 
you to him, to deliver you to him. !6When 
you stand before him, do not be faint- 
hearted, but report to him just as you said, 
for he will treat you well.” They then 
chose a hundred men from among them (0 
escort her and her maid, and they brought 
them to Holofernes’ tent. 
i8There came about quite a commotion 
throughout the entire camp, for the rumo! 
of her arrival quickly spread among the 
tents. They came and gathered around he! 
as she stood outside the tent of Holoferne 
while they announced her presence to him 


-19They marveled at her beauty, and becaus 


and said to her,t 8“May the God of our fa- | 


thers grant you favor and fulfill your pur- 
suits, to the exaltation of the sons of Israel 
and the glory of Jerusalem.” 

9She bowed down to God and said to 
them, “Order the gates of the city to be 
opened, and I will go out to fulfill the words 
you spoke with me.” They commanded the 
young men to open the gates as she had re- 
guested.t And so they did, and Judith 
went out along with her maid, and the men 





9:14 This is the purpose for Judith’s story. 


aaa 
a 


of her, they wondered about the Israelites 


“Who will darè 


Each said to his neighbor, 
e this 


despise this people with a woman lik 
among them? Surely it is not wise to 
even one of their men alive, for if we £ 
them go they will be able to outw 
whole world!” | 


- Judith Meets Holofernes “> 


2Then those guarding Holofernes ant 
all his servants came out and led her !" 





10:2 Judith arose from being prostrated in prayer (9:1). 
10:4 This short list of feminine jewelry is comparable to the longer list in Is 3:16-23. 


10:7, 8 This passage brings to mind the words of Pr 31:28. 

in such veneration “God is honored, as a K 
ored through the honor given to a beloved servant. They are honored as servants in attendance 
their Master, as valued friends, but not as the king” (iohnDm), Wnts 
10:12 Judith identifies herself as a daughter of the Hebrews since foreigners commonly identified !5 


10:9 Judith bowed down to God before them, for 


raelites as Hebrews (see 1Kg 4:6; Acts 6:1). 


ing is hor 
upo" 


leave 


vit the — 
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the tent. 2!Holofernes was reclining on his | whole earth that you alone are noble in all 
couch under a canopy of purple and gold, | the kingdom, competent in knowledge, and 
emeralds and other precious stones.t | remarkable in military strategy. 
2When they told him of her being there,he | Now as for the words Achior spoke in 
came out, preceded by silver lamps, to the | your council, we have heard these things. For 
entrance of the tent. 23And when Judith | the men of Bethulia spared his life, and he 
came in before him and his servants, they | told them all the things he had spoken fo 
were taken by the beauty of her face. She | you. !°Therefore, master and lord, do not dis- 
prostrated herself, paying homage to him, | miss his words, but bear them in mind, be- 
but his servants lifted her up. cause they are true: Thus our nation is not 
punished, nor does the sword prevail against 
il Then Holofernes spoke to her, say- | them, unless they sin against their God. 
| ing, “Woman, take courage: do not | _ '!“And now, so that my lord not be de- 
be fearful in your heart. I have never hurt | feated and unsuccessful, death will come 
anyone who chooses to serve Nebuchad- | upon them, for a sin has overtaken them by 
nezzar, king of the whole earth. 2Even now, | Which they will provoke their God, when 
if your people inhabiting the hill country | they do that which is not proper. Since 
had not held me in such low regard, | would | their food supply gave out and water 1s 
not have lifted my spear against them. | scarce, they have determined to kill their 
Rather, they did this to themselves. ?Now | animals and to consume all that God in His 
tell me why you have fled from them and | laws specifically told them not to eat. 
come to us, for you have come to a safe | *They further resolved to consume the 
place. Take courage! You shal! live tonight firstfruits of the grain and the tithes of wine 
and from this day forward. 4No one will | and oil they sanctified and reserved for the 
harm you, but they will treat you well, as | priests in Jerusalem, who serve in the pres- 
they do all the servants of my lord, King | ence of our God—things not lawful for any 
Nebuchadnezzar.”t | person to touch with his hands. '*And they 
5Then Judith said to him, “Receive the | have sent people to Jerusalem to bring per- 
words of your servant, and permit your | mission back from the council of elders, be- 
handmaid to speak in your presence. I will | Cause those living there have done these 
say nothing untrue to my lord tonight.t | things. And it will come to pass when the 
6And if you carry out all the words of your | response is reported to them, and they act 
handmaid, God shall do something great | on it, on that same day they will be deliv- 
through you, and my lord shall not fail in | ered over to you to be crushed. 
his pursuits.t 7For Nebuchadnezzar, king of 16When I, your handmaid, learned of 
all the earth, lives, and the power of him | this, I fled from these people. And God sent 
who sent you to set aright every soul pre- | me to do some things with you, by which all 
vails. Not only does all mankind serve him | the earth will be astonished when they 
because of you, but because of your | learn of them. "For your servant is God- 
strength even the wild animals of the field, | fearing, serving the God of heaven night 
the beasts of burden, and the birds of the | and day. Now, my lord, I will stay here with 
heaven shall live for Nebuchadnezzar and | you, but each night your handmaid will go 
his whole house. 8For we heard of your wis- | out in the valley, and I will pray to God, and 
dom and the great accomplishments of | He will tell me when they have committed 
your life, and it is spoken throughout the | their sins.t 18At that hour I will come and 












10:21 Holofernes’ canopy, worthy of a great king (see Est 1:6 and SS 3:7, 9, 10), reveals his inflated 
Opinion of himself. 
11:4 Although no one will harm Judith, she will be the destruction of Holofernes (9:13). 
11:5-8 In considering the deceitful flattery of Judith’s words, the author is following an ancient stan- 
dard of morality; there are no rights for an alien enemy (Dt 23:3-6). Christ, however, has called us to a 
More perfect way: “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and 
ibe for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Mt 5:44). | | 
‘6 Judith’s words are deliberately ambiguous. Holofernes pridefully understands my lord | 
seit AMan lbs ord to refer t 
nett but Judith is actually saying, “my Lord shall not fail in His pursuits.” ; ere 
‘17 Ni h . c+ ‘oO. š 5 3 l à i 
eter “i and day reflects the ancient method of reckoning time in which a new day begins at sun- 
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inform you, and you shall go out with all ‘Then Holofernes servants led her tit 
your army, and none of them will be able to | the tent, where she slept until midnight 
resist you. !9Then I will bring you through | She rose as the morning watch approached t 
the midst of Judea until you reach Je- | 5and sent a message to Holofernes, Saying 
rusalem. There I will place your chariot in | “My lord, let the command be given to al. 
their midst, and you will guide them like | low your handmaid to go out and pray,” 18g 
sheep who have no shepherd; not even a | Holofernes ordered his guards not to de. 
dog shall growl at you. This was made | tain her. So she stayed in thei camp for 
known to meas a gift of foreknowledge, | three days, but each night she went out into 
and I have been sent to report this to you.” | the valley of Bethulia and washed in the 
water from the spring of the camp.t When 





= Holofernes Is Taken by Judith’s Plan => 


20What she said pleased Holofernes and | the Lord God of Israel to guide her way for 
all his servants. They admired her wisdom | the victory of His people..°So, returning 
and said, *!“There is not such a woman Of | cleansed, she remained in the tent until her 
beauty and with the wisdom of words from evening meal was offered to her. 4 
one end of the earth tothe other.” 
22Holofernes spoke to her, saying, “It is | œ Holofernes’ Feast = | 
good that God sent you here, ahead of yoyr iojt came to be on the fourth day. that 
people. You bring strength to our hands and Holofernes. hosted a banquet just for his 
demise to those who disparaged my lord. | personal staff. None of the officers were in- 


— 


she came up out-of the water, she prayed to ` 


23You not only look beautiful, but. you are | vited.t He spoke to Bagoas, a eunuch who | 


wise in your words. If you will do as ycu | was in charge of his private affairs,,saying, 
said. your God will be my God, and you will | “Now go and persuade the Hebrew woman 
dwell in the house of King Nebuchadnez- | you care for to join us to eat and drink. “I 


zar, and you will be known in all the | would be disgraceful to us if we allowed | 


earth.” such a woman to be neglected, for if we do 
| not seduce her she will laugh at us.”? 
] He then gave the order to have her 3Then Bagoas departed from Holofernes 
brought into where his silver ser- | presence and came to her and said, “Let 
vice was kept, and he commanded them | not this beautiful handmaiden hesitate t0 
to prepare some of his own delicacies for come, to my lord in the honor of his pres 
her and:his wine to drink. 2“] will not eat | ence, and to drink wine with us in merti 
any of this” Judith said, “lest it cause | ment. On this day you will be like one of 
offense. But I will be supplied by the pro- | the daughters of the Assyrians who serv 
visions I brought with me.”t 3Then | in the house of Nebuchadnezzar.” \4Then 
Holofernes told her, “If your provisions | Judith answered, “Why would I refuse my 
run out, where do we obtain more of the | lord? For whatever is pleasing to him [wi 
same? For no one from your people is | do immediately, and this will be a deligh! 
with us.” ‘Then Judith answered him, “My | to me until the day | die.”t So she arose 
lord, even as you live, your handmaid will | and dressed herself in all her womanly fin- 
not use up what I brought with me until | ery, Her maid went on ahead to spread 0% 
the Lord completes by my hand what He | the lambskins on the ground for her a 
has purposed, į front of Holofernes, which she had ! 








11:23 There is Beat in Holofernes’ vow, your God will be my God, boosie he acknowledges King 
Nebuchadnezzar as god (3:8; 6:2). 

12:2 Judith’s polite but firm refusal to eat from the table of Gentiles is akin to the piety later found 
among the Pharisees (Gal 2:12). | ) 
12:5 The morning watch is from about two a.m, until dawn, 

12:7 That Judith washed in the water from the spring was ceremonial, not rare practical. Jewish 
places of prayer were usually located near water (Ps 136:1; Ezk 1:3; Acts 16;13), | 

12:10 The officers were excluded so as to limit the feast to a private household affair. 

12:12 Passions (in this case, lust) can affect moral judgment to the point that evil is considered ri 
(Is 5:18-23). Holofernes is so enmeshed in his passion he considers it a disgrace if we do not seduce 
12:14 Again, Judith’s words are deliberately ambiguous (see 11:6, note), Bagoas underata nes my lor 
refer to Holofernes, but Judith means “my Lord.” 
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ceived from Bagoas for her use to recline | the Tead of Hololermes She took out his 
on each day when she ate.t sword which hung there.t 7She then came 
\6Now when Judith came in and reclined, | closer to the bed, and taking hold of the 
the very heart of Holofernes was ravished | hair on his head, she said, “O Lord God of 
by her, and his deepest feelings were | Israel, at this moment strengthen me.” 
aroused. He was exceedingly desirous of | Then she struck his neck twice with all her 
her, and had been waiting for the moment | might and cut off his head. ’She then rolled 
to seduce her since the first time he saw | his body off the bed and tore down the 
her.t Then Holofernes said to her, “Drink | canopy from the posts. Next she stepped 
and be merry with us.” !8Judith replied, “In- | outside and gave the head of Holofernes to 
deed, RX lord, I will happily drink now, for | her maid, "who put it into. her food bag. 
this is the best day of my entire life.” Then em | 
taking what her maid prepared, she ate and œ Judith Returns 10 Bethulia ae 
drank before him. Holofernes: was de- | =. Then the two of them together went out 
lighted because of her, and he drank more | t9 Pray, as was their custom. Passing 
wine than in any one day since birth. | through the camp, they went down around 
| | the valley, and up the mountain of Bethulia 
< Judith Beheads Holofernes -= until they reached its gates. !'And from a 
] ) When evening. came; his servants | distance Judith cried out to the guards at 
quickly departed, and Bagoas shut | the gates and said, “Open! Open the gate! 
the tent from the outside and dismissed the | God, our God, is with us! He yet shows His 
waiters from the presence of his lord. They | strength in Israel and His might against our 
all went to bed, being very. tired. for the | adversaries, just as He has done this day!” 
banquet had lasted a long time. *Judith was | *When the men of her city heard her voice, 
left alone in the tent as Holofernes. was | they ran with haste down to the gate of the 
sprawled out on his bed, for he had become | city and called the elders of the city to- 
unconscious from the wine.t.2Now Judith | gether. !3From the least to the greatest they 
had instructed her faithful maid to remain | quickly gathered, for. they considered it in- 
outside the bedchamber and wait for her to credible that she had come back, and they 
emerge, just like she did on other days, for | thrust. open the gate and welcomed the 
she said she would go out to pray, and she | women. They then built a fire for light, and 
had told Bagoas the same thing. everyone crowded around them.t 
4So everyone left, with no one great. or l4Then with a loud voice Judith said to 
small remaining in his bedchamber. Then | them, “Praise God! Praise Him! Praise God! 
Judith stood next to his bed and said in her | For He has not taken away His mercy from 
heart, “O Lord, God of all strength, look | the house of Israel, but by my hand He has 
down at this hour on the works of my | shattered our enemies this very night!” 
hands for the glory of Jerusalem.t *For now | !?Then she took the head out of the bag, 
is the time to aid Your inheritance, and. to | displaying it to them, and said, “Behold the 
help carry out my plan for the destruction | head of Holofernes, commander of the As- 
of the enemies who have risen against us,” | syrian army. And this is the canopy under 
’Then she BPP ROARNE the bedpost, near | which he yd in his grunkenness me ase 


ee 





12:15 Holofernes’ intent upon Judith had been made plain by the lambskins, They were used for bed- 


ding, not to recline on to eat a meal, 
12:16 Ravished does not mean filled with joy. Rather, it here indicates a violent seizing of one's senses 


= Which results in senselessness, even insanity. 
13:2, 3 Holofernes’ being unconscious from the wine explains why Bagoas Unquestioningly accepts 
Judith’s words that she would go out to pray, Or course, she was preparing for her unhindered depar- 


ture. 
13:4, 5 Judith prayer was said in her heart to keep this final petition for blessing between herself and | 


the Lord and away from prying ears. 
13:6, 7 Holofernes’ sword and Judith’s plea O ord ... Strengthen me brings to mind Ps 36:15, 17, 39. 


13:13 Her return was incredible to them because, in their weakness of faith, ney thought her depar- 


ture had meant her certain death. 
13: 14 Praise God contains an allusion to the etymology of the name Judith, which means Jewess": or 


“Draise” (see Gn 49:8). 
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struck him dead by the hand of a woman.t | call Achior the Ammonite to me so he im, 
'6As the Lord lives, who guarded me in the | look upon and recognize the man who 
path I have walked, my face deceived him | hated the house of Israel and sent him to us 
to his demise. Yet he committed no sin to- | as though to his death.” 
ward me, either to defile me or shame me.”t | So they sent for Achior from Uzziap), 
AII the people were completely as: | house, and when he came he saw the head 
tounded, and they bowed down to worship | of Holofernes held in the hand of a man in 
God, saying with one voice, “Blessed are | the assembly of the people. He fell on his 
You, our God, who this very day brought | face and fainted. 7But when they picked 
the enemies of Your people to nothing.” him up, he fell prostrate at the feet of Jy. 
i8Uzziah said to her, “You are blessed by | dith, and bowing before her, said, “Blessed 


the Most High God, O daughter, above all | are you in all the tents of Judea. Those who | 
other women on the earth. Blessed be the | hear your name in every nation will trem. 
Lord God, who created the heavens and the | ble. *But for now, explain to me everything © 
earth, who led you to sever the head of | you did during these days.” 
the chief of our adversaries.t Your hopein | Then, in the midst of the people, Judith 
Him will never depart from the hearts of | told him the many things she had done 
men as they call to mind the power of God. | since the day she departed until the time 
20May God grant this to you as an everlast- | she was speaking with them. %And as she 
ing honor and reward you with blessings. | completed her report, the people shouted 
For you did not spare your life on account | loudly, making jubilant noise in the city. 
of the humble state of our nation. Rather, | '’And when Achior saw all the things the 
you avenged our calamity, walking a | God of Israel had accomplished, he be 
straight path in the presence of our God.” | lieved in God profoundly, was circumcised, 
And all the people responded, “Amen! | and has been membered with the house of 
Amen!” Israel until this day.t 
ee At daybreak, they hung the head of 

=~ Judith’s Plan Continues 7 Holofernes on the wall, and every mal 
] Then Judith said to them, “Hear me, | seized his weapons. They then marched 

my friends; take this head and hang | out in companies to the mountain passes. 
it at the top of the city wall at daybreak.t | 12And when the Assyrian forces saW¥ 
Then when the sun comes up on the hori- | them, they notified their captains, and 
zon, let every able-bodied man take up his | they went in turn to the generals, the cap- 
weapons and appoint a captain over them. | tains, and all their officers. They went © 
March out of the city as though you were | the tent of Holofernes and said to the ma! 
going down to the plain against the out- | in charge of all his affairs, “Awaken OW — 
posts of the Assyrians, but do not go down. | lord at once, for the slaves dare to come | 
Then they will take up their weapons and | down to wage war against us, to their t0- 
head into their camp and awaken the offi- | tal destruction.” | 
cers of the Assyrian army. They will hurry \4Then Bagoas went in and knocked at the 
together to Holofernes’ tent, but they will | door of the tent, for he presumed Holofer™ 
not find him. Panic will overcome them, | was sleeping with Judith. '5When there W® 
and they will run from you. ‘Then you and | no answer, he opened the door and ente 
all those who dwell inside the boundaries | the bedchamber. He found him sprawled Le | 
of Israel shall pursue them and kill them as | on the floor, a corpse without a head. 6w j 
they flee. But before you do these things, | a loud voice he cried out, weeping a 


a 





13:15 That Holofernes died by the hand of a woman emphasizes the shame associated with his being 
so weak as to have succumbed to such a death. 

13:16 Judith here offers evidence that her act was consistent with God's will. 

13:18-20 This blessing is a prototype of the blessing and veneration the Church gives to the T 
14:1 This public display of the head (or body) of a fallen enemy leader was done to reveal his disgra? 
(Dt 21:22, 23). 

14:5 The canopy (13:15) is a single witness to the identity of the head. Achior is a former ally of 
Holofernes who provides confirmation of the identity of the head, 

14:10 For an Ammonite to be membered with the house of Israel is in contradiction to the law 

(Dt 23:4, 5). So also is the salvation of all Gentiles. 
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groaning. Shouting out, he tore his gar- 
ments. He then went to the tent where Ju- 
dith had lodged. Unable to find her, he ran 
out to the people and cried out, !8“The slaves 
deceived us! A single woman of the He- 
brews has brought shame upon the house of 
King Nebuchadnezzar! Come and see— 
Holofernes is sprawled on the ground and 
his head is gone.” '"When the Assyrian army 
officers heard these words, they tore their 
tunics and were in a state of great turmoil. 
They cried aloud, shouting in the midst of 
the camp. | 


-= The Assyrian Army Is Decimated 7 


] When those in their tents heard the 
J wailing, they were utterly as- 
tounded at what had happened. 2Fear and 
trembling came over them, and not waiting 
for each other, they all impulsively ran out 
of the camp and fled in every direction 
through the valley and the hill country. 
’Even those who had been camping in the 
hill country outside Bethulia arose and 
fled. Then every warrior amongst the 
Israelites rushed out against them: 4Uzziah 
dispatched his men to Betomasthem, and to 


Bebai and Choba and Kola and to all the | 


regions of Israel to report on what had hap- 
pened, in order that they would all hurry 
out to face their enemies and destroy them. 
‘So when word came to the Israelites, they 
Came upon them with one accord and 
smote them as far away as. Choba. 
Likewise, when told what had happened in 
the enemy camp, even those from Je- 
rusalem and the surrounding hill country 


Came out. And those from Gilead and 


Galilee outflanked them, inflicting massive 
Slaughter, well beyond Damascus and its 
boundaries. 6The inhabitants of Bethulia 
who remained there descended on the 
Assyrian camp, plundering it, and were 
&reatly enriched. 7Soon the Israelite forces 


Came back from the slaughter, taking pos- | 


session of the spoils, as did those in the vil- 
lages and towns of the hill country and the 
Dlain. They took much of the plunder, for it 
was there in great quantity. 

‘Then Joakim the high priest and the el- 





Now 
(2Th 3:16), a typical Jewish greeting. 


ders of Israel dwelling in Jerusalem came | 


we MONA a has 


to observe the great things the Lord had 
done for His people, and to see Judith and 
to greet her.t 9When they met with her, with 
one accord they blessed her and told her, 
“You are the glory of Jerusalem, the hero- 
ine of Israel, the pride of our people! !°You 
accomplished all these things by your own 
hand. You brought about good things for Is- 


rael, and God is well pleased with them. 


$e ee ——E—EEEE—EEE—E—EEE - =f 





15:8 They would have greeted her with words similar to St; Paul's salutation to the Thessalonians, 
i may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all” 


May you be eternally blessed by the 
Almighty Lord.” And the people all said, 
“Amen!” 

'l'The people pillaged the camp for thirty 
days, giving Judith Holofernes’ tent, all his 
Silver service, his couches, his bowls, and 
all his furnishings. Some of these she 
loaded on her mules, and she harnessed 
them to her wagons and stacked the rest 
on them. Then all the women of Israel as- 
sembled to see her. They blessed her and 
performed a dance to honor her. And she 
took woven branches in her hands, and 
presented them to these women. And she 
and those with her crowned themselves 
with garlands of olive wreaths. She 
stepped out before all the dancers, leading 
all the women. At the same time, the men 
of Israel followed, bearing their weapons, 
clothed with garlands and singing songs of 
praise.t “Then Judith began singing a 
hymn of thanks before all Israel, and the 
people responded heartily with this song 
of praise. 


l 


=. Judith’s New Song => 
And Judith said: 
- “Begin a hymn to my God with 
tambourines, 
Sing to the Lord with cymbals: 
Lift to Him a new psalm, | 
Exalt Him, and call upon His name. 
¢ For God is the Lord who makes wars 
cease, : 
For into His camps, into the midst of 
His people, 
He rescued me from the hands of 
those pursuing me.t 
3 The Assyrian descended from the 
mountains of the north; 
He came with the countless numbers 
of his army, 





15:13 The songs of praise would likely have included the Psalms of Ascent (120—134). 


16:2 This verse alludes to Ps 17:48. 


ae 





JUDITH 16% 4 


Whose multitude blocked up ihe rivers, 
And his cavalry covered the hills.t 
4 He said he would set my territory on 
fire, 
And slaughter my young men with the 
sword, 
And dash my nursing babies on the 
ground, 
And take my children as plunder 
And my virgins as spoils of war. 
5, But the Lord Almighty has thwarted 
them 
By the hand of a woman.t 
6 For their mighty man did not fall by 
our young men, 
Nor did the Titans’ sons strike him 
‘down, 
Nor did tall giants attack him, 
But Judith, daughter of Merari, 
In the beauty of her appearance 
disabled him.t 
For she took off the garmen totter 
widowhood 
To exalt those afflicted in Israel, 
And anointed her face with perfume, 
8€ And bound her hair witha headband, 
And put on a linen garment to entice 
him. 
9 Her sandals caught his eyes, 
Her beauty captured his mind, 
And the sword slashed his neck. 
10 The Persians shuddered at her 
courage, 
And the Medes were disturbed at her 
daring.? 
11 Then my downheared people raised 
the war cry, 
And my weak ones cried out, and the 
enemies were terrified; 
They raised up their voices, and the 
enemy was overthrown, 
2. The sons of the handmaidens stabbed 
them, ais 
And wounded them as the offspring of 
fugitives; 
They were destroyed by the army of 
the Lord, 





T, 






16:3 The mountains of the north was the typical path of advance against israel by the kingdoms of the 
east in order to avoid a march across the Arabian desert. l 


16:5, 6 See Is 57:13, 


16:6 The Titans’ sons are likely Goliath and his kin pis 21: 18-22). 
16:10 The Persians and the Medes are a reminder that this story is set in the time after the return from 


captivity. 
16:14 This verse is a aan Taa of Ps 32:6, 


16:19 In imitation of Abraham (Gn 14:22, 23), and Elisha (4Kg 5:16), Judith took nothing ai pereti 


but dedicated all the property to the Lord. 





| 111 Woe to the nations that rise up against © 


‘that the people gave to her, along with thè 


13 | will sing anew song to my God: 
Great are You, O Lord, and glorious, 
Marvelous in power and 

unsurpassable. 

14 Let all Your creation serve You, 

For You spoke, and they were 
created; | 

You sent Your Spirit, and He formed 
them. i 

There is nothing which can resist Your 
voice.t ) 

15 Kor the mountains with the waters 

shall be shaken at their 
foundations, 

And at Your presence, the rocks shall 
be melted as beeswax. 

And yet You are merciful to those ati 
fear You. | 

t6 For every sacrifice as a sweet-smelling 

offering is like nothing, : 

And the fat in the whole burnt 
offerings is like nothing to You; — 

But he who fears the Lord is great in 
all things. 


My people; | 
-The Lord Almighty will punish them 
on the day of judgment; — 
He will give them over to fire and 
worms in their flesh; 
In pain they shall weep forever. 
'8When they came to Jerusalem, they 
worshiped God; and when they were puri 
fied, they offered their burnt offerings 
freewill offerings, and their gifts. '8And Jt 
dith dedicated all the property of Holter 





canopy which she herself had taken kor 
his bedchamber, as a votive offering to G 
20For three months, the people in Jerusalem 
feasted continually before the sanctual! 
and Judith stayed with them. 


~ The End of Judith’s Days | 
2lAfter these days everyone returned 
home, and Judith went to Bethulia andi liv t 
at her estate. She was honored through! 












—————————— 








the entire country for the rest of her days. 


22Many men desired her, but she married | 


no man during the remaining days of her 
life, after Manasseh her husband died and 
was buried with his people.t She became 
greatly renowned, and she grew old in the 
house of her husband until she reached the 
age of one hundred five years. She freed 


pe: l H 16:25 


buried her in the tomb of Manasseh, her 
husband, 24and she was mourned by the 
house of Israel for seven days. Before her 
death, she gave her possessions to all who 
were nearest of kin to her husband Ma- 
nasseh, and to her own nearest of kin. And 
no one again brought fear to the people of 
Israel in the days of Judith, nor for a long 


her maid, then died in Bethulia. They | while after she died. 


16:22 Judith maintained her widowhood until the end of her life, a common practice in Israel (Lk 2:36, 
37) and in the Church (1Co 7:8, 39, 40; 1Ti 5:5). The phrase was buried with his people is indicative of 
he PERN practice of burying succeeding generations of the family in a common grave site 

(Gn 49:29). 








(Pate Abou 450 BC, after thestall of Babylon. | = BS ODN), eb cah 


c Major Them e— Divine providence of God-in faking care of His people in adversity 

when they pray to Him and trust in Him. The Jews fasted and prayed when 
they learned of an evil plot to-destroy them. Esther, an orphan, was chosen 
by King Xerxes (Ahastierus) to replace the Persian queen. It was because of 
her royal position that she was able to persuade the king to save her people. 
Similar patterns to the rise of Esther as queen may be seen in the rise of 
Joseph to the court of the Pharaoh and the rise of Daniel in the court of 
Babylon. | 





© 


ack rO und—The Book of Esther is an account of the Jews who chose to 





Z 


(2Ez 1:1—4). Thus, 2 Ezra fits in time between chapters 6 and 7 of Esther, 
| linking the Book of Esther to the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. Haman’ 
effort to eradicate the Jews 1s the last major effort to destroy them before the 


time of the Maccabees. God promised to give rest to the Israelites (Dt 25:19), 


and with Haman’s execution the Jews have rest from their enemies. 
(Out TO See | 
> I. The Feasts of Xerxes (1:1—2;18) 
Il. The Feasts of Esther (2:19—7:10) 
II. The Feasts of Purim (8:1—10:3) 
A. King Xerxes’ edict favoring the Jews 
(8:1—9; 16) 
a a a ee a a a a ST CECE ee SS 





B. The institution of Purim (9:17-30) 
C. The exaltation of Mordecai (10:1-3) 


= = si = we ene | 


æ. Introduction: Mordecai’s Prophetic who served in the court of the king. tee | 


Dream s> | was from the captives Nebuchadnezzar “i 

] ‘In the second year of the reign of the | king of Babylon had deported from Jeni 
great King Artaxerxes, on the first day | lem with Jechoniah the king of Jud!) 

of Nisan, Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of | '4And this was his dream: mult | 
Shimei, the son of Kish, of the tribe of | Behold, there was noise and tune 
Benjamin, had a dream,t !>He was a Jewish | thunder and earthquake—confusion wort 
man living in the city of Susa, a great man | earth.t 1eTwo great dragons came [0 


1:1a-1r These verses occur only in the Greek LXX manuscripts and appear there as an addition tO the | 
Book of Esther. 


1:1d-1j The dream (which is interpreted in 10:1-3k) prepares Mordecai for the test he will face and 
reveals that God is behind the course of human events. 





| 


remain in Susa, Persia, after Cyrus gave them a decree to return to Jerusalem | 


a a ë ee ee | a a= 















both ready for combat. A great roar came | ĉthat in the third year of his reign he gave a 
forth from them, !fand at the sound of them, | feast for his friends and the rest of the na- 
every nation prepared to wage war against | tions, and for the nobles of the Persians and 
the nation of the just. '*And indeed, it was | the Medes and the chiefs of the satraps. 
a day of gloom and of darkness, tribulation | 4And after these things, that is after he had 
and anguish, oppression and great confu- | displayed the wealth of his kingdom and the 
sion upon the earth. "The entire upright | glory of the joy of his riches for one hundred 
nation was troubled, fearing the evils | eighty days, 5when the days of the celebra- 
against them; they were prepared to perish, | tion were completed, the king set forth a 
and they cried out to God. And at their cry | banquet in the court of the king’s palace for 
there came forth, as it were from a small | six days for the people living in the city. The 
spring, a great river having abundant wa- | courtyard was adorned with fine white linen 
ter. 'There was light, and the sun rose, and | curtains stretched out on cords of purple 
the lowly were exalted, and they devoured | and fastened to square gold and silver studs, 
the esteemed. on pillars of marble and stone. And the 

ikMordecai, who had seen this vision and | couches were of gold and silver on a mosaic 
what God was planning to do, awoke. He | pavement of emerald stone, mother of pearl, 
kept it in his heart and wished to ponder it | and marble, and transparent coverings vari- 








pe 
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until night. | ously. adorned with colorful flowers and en- 
. 3 | circled with embroidered roses, 7There were 
æ A Plot against the King 1a \ eae 


, ' goid and silver cups, and a ruby goblet set 

‘Then Mordecai rested in the courtyard | out, worth thirty thousand talents, and there 
with Gabatha and Tharra; the king’s two | was an abundance of sweet wine, which the 
eunuchs who guarded the courtyard. '"He | king himself drank.t 8Now this banquet was 
overheard their words and considered their not in keeping with established law; but this 
anxieties, and he realized they were | is what the king desired, and he ordered all 
preparing to lay hands upon the king, and | the stewards of his household, those of his 
he informed the king about them. !°Then | men, to do his will. 9?Queen Vashti also pro- 
the king interrogated the two eunuchs, and | vided a banquet for the women in the royal 
they confessed and were led away to be ex- | palace of King Artaxerxes. 
ecuted. The king made a memorandum of E 
these matters, and Mordecai also wrote | “~ Queen Vashti Dishonors the King -> 
about these matters. 'sAnd the king com-| "Now on the seventh day, the king was 
manded Mordecai to serve in the court, and | Merry and told: Mehuman, Biztha, Har- 
he gave him gifts for this service. !'But bona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Car- 
Haman, the son of Hamadatha the Agagth- | Cas—the seven eunuchs, the servants of 
ite, was held in high honor before the king, | King Artaxerxes— !'to bring the queen be- 
and he sought for ways to bring harm to | fore him, to enthrone her and to place the 
Mordecai and his people because of the | royal crown upon her, to show her beauty 


two eunuchs of the king. to the rulers and the nations, for she was 
i } beautiful. '*But Queen Vashti did not heed 
= King Artaxerxes’ Banquet > his words and refused to come with the eu- 


‘It came to pass, after these matters, in the | nuchs. The king was distressed and angry.t 
days of Artaxerxes (this is the same Artax- The king said to his friends, “Thus 
“rxes who reigned over the hundred and | has Vashti spoken; follow the law and jus- 
'wenty-seven provinces, from India to | tice concerning this.” ‘And Arkesaios. 

thiopia),t 2in the days when King Artax- | Sarsathaios and Memucan, the nobles of 
erxes sat on the throne in the city of Susa, | the Persians and Medes, those near to the 





abi This plot, recounted in 2:21-23, serves to describe the animosity between Haman and Morde- 


1:1-6 Artaxerxes is imperfect, passionate, and self-indulgent. Nevertheless, by virtue of his office and 
i feigning over many nations, he functions as a figure for God, The dignity of an earthly office is not 
“'Minished by the failings of the person holding it (see Jn 11:51; Acts 23:1-5). 
7 The various cups were likely plunder from conquered nations. 
1:12 Queen Vashti’s refusal to attend the king's festival, being preoccupied with her own, serves as a 
cng to those who see themselves as followers of the King but whose heart is self-centered, as in 
"ists parable of the wedding feast (Mt 22:1-14; Lk 14:15-24). N FE 
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king and first in rank by the king, went'to | virgins to the city of Susa into the women 
him. They reported to him what accord- | quarters, under the custody of the king's 
ing to the laws was to be done to the queen | eunuch, custodian of the women. And | 
Vashti, because she did not do as com- | beauty preparations be given them. 4And le 
manded by King Artaxerxes by way of the | the young woman who pleases the king pe | 
eunuchs. !*And Memucan said to the king | queen instead of Vashti.” This thing pleaseg 
and the princes, “Queen Vashti has not only | the king, and he did so. | 
wronged the king, but also all the king’s “Now there was a Jewish man in the city — 
rulers and nobles.”t: !7He reported the | of Susa whose name was Mordecai, son of 
words of the queen, and how she contra- | Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, of the tribe | 
dicted the king, and how she disobeyed | of Benjamin, ‘who was an exile from 
King Artaxerxes: '8“Thus today the royal | Jerusalem, whom Nebuchadnezzar the 
ladies of the rulers of the Persians and the | king of Babylon had taken captive. 7He had 
Medes, hearing the words which were spo- | raised the daughter of Abihail; his father’ 
ken to the king, will dare to dishonor their | brother, and her name was Esther: and 
husbands in the same way. !%If it pleases | when ‘her parents died, he brought her up 
the king, let him make a royal decree, and | to be his wife; and she was beautiful.t - 
let it be written according to the laws of the | DGL 
Persians and the Medes, ‘and let it not be Os A SS SEE Qucen peni 
declared otherwise; that: the queen no! °SO when the king’s ordinance was 
longer come before him; and let the king | Neard, many young maidens were gathered | 
give her royal position to a woman better | together in the city of Susa, under the cus- 
than she. 20And let the decree of the king, | (ody of Hegai, and Esther was brought to 
which he shall have made, be proclaimed | Hegai, the custodian of the women. *And_ 
throughout his kingdom, and thus all wives | the young*woman pleased him and found — 
will honor their husbands, from the poor to | favor in ‘his sight.. He hastened to give 
the rich.” 2!And the word pleased the king | beauty treatments to her, and her portion, 














and the nobles, and the king did just as | and the seven young maidens appointed to | 


tire kingdom, throughout the provinces, ac- | and her maidservants well in the womens 
cording to their own; language, that hus- 


bands be feared in their own houses.t people or her family, for Mordecai charged 


her not to reveal it. And every day Morde 
“=. The Search for a New Queen 7 cai walked about the courtyard of the 

And after these words the wrath of the 
4/ king subsided, and he no longer men- 
tioned Vashti, remembering either what she 
had said or how he had condemned her.t 
“Then the king’s servants who attended him 
said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought 
for the king, sand let the king appoint offi- 
cers in all the provinces of his kingdom, 
that they may gather all the beautiful young 


2Now this was the time for a youns 
woman to go in to the king, after she ha 
completed twelve months, for thus are thè 
days of preparation fulfilled: six montis 
being anointed with oil of myrrh, and sik 
months with perfumes and beauty treat 
ments for women.t After this, she goes © 
the king, and she shall be allowed to DI 





1:16 As with Queen Vashti, our actions may have consequences that go far beyond ourselves. 


quarters. But Esther did not reveal her 


women to'see what would happen to Esther _ 


=. 


1:22 Note that the king's decree was distributed to all people according to their own language, 50 that 


all could understand and follow. This is why in the Orthodox Church throughout the world it is impe® 
tive that the gospel be preached (Acts 2:4-11) and the liturgy be celebrated (1Co 14:1-25) in the lan- 
guage spoken by the people (see also 3:12). | 
2:1 After these words; The events in this chapter take place about four years after those in ch. 1 cor 
pare 1:3 with 2:16). A war against Greece, in which Persia was soundly defeated, took place during t" 
span of time. AC | io | 

2:7 Mordecal’s relation to Esther |s that of both guardian and husband, a necessary social and legal 
arrangement and not unusual at the time. This would also be the relationship between Joseph an 
Virgin Mary. In this situation, there was no sexual relationship, as demonstrated by Esther's virginity: à 
2:12 The twelve months were days of preparation and training. If these are the preparations to vis 
earthly king, all the more should the faithful prepare to meet Christ the King through prayer, fasting: 
and confession as we encounter Him in the services of the Church. orate i 





d the 





whatever she asks with her from the 
women’s quarters into the royal palace. 
t4She enters in the evening, and towards 
daybreak she departs quickly to the second 
women’s quarters, where Shaashgaz, the 
king’s eunuch, is the guardian of the 
women, and she does not go in to the king 
again unless she should be called by name. 

i5Now when the time came for Esther the 
daughter of Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai, 
to go in to the king, she neglected nothing 
which the king’s eunuch, the guardian of 
the women, commanded. Now Esther ob- 
tained favor in the sight of all who saw her. 
l6So Esther went in to King Artaxerxes in 
the tenth month, which is Tebeth; in the 
seventh year of his reign. '7And the king 
loved Esther, and she found favor beyond 
all the other virgins, and he placed the 
queen's crown on her. '*And the king gave 
a banquet for all his friends and nobles for 
seven days, and he exalted the marriage 
feast of Esther and granted’a release to 
those under his reign.t 


= e 


—— 
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recor renem the good will of 
Mordecai be placed in the royal library.t 
~, Haman’s Hatred of Mordecai > 
After these things King Artaxerxes 
honored Haman, the son of Hamme- 
datha the Agagite, and po him and set 
his seat above all his friends.t 2All those in 
the court bowed to him, for thus the king 
commanded, but Mordecai refused to bow 
to him. ?Then those in the court said to 
Mordecai, “Mordecai, why do you ignore 
the king’s command?” #They said this to 
him daily, but he did not listen to them. And 
they informed Haman that Mordecai resis- 
ted the words of the king, and that 
Mordecai had revealed to them that he was 
a Jew. "When Haman learned that Mordecai 
did not bow to him, he became exceedingly 
anery, "and he determined to destroy all the 
Jews of the kingdom of Artaxerxes. And he 
made a decree in the twelfth year of the 


| reign of Artaxerxes, and he cast lots to 
i determine the precise day and month to 


| destroy the race of Mordecai on-a single 


'9And Mordecai was serving.in the court- | day, and the lot fell on the fourteenth day of 


yard. 2°Now Esther. had not revealed her | 


heritage, just as Mordecai commanded her 
when she was with him, which is to fear 
God and to keep His commandments, and 
Esther did not change her manner, of life.t 


= A Plot against the King = 


chiefs of the bodyguards, were furious be- 
cause Mordecai had been promoted, and 
they sought to kill King Artaxerxes. And 
the matter was made known to Mordecai, 
and he informed Esther, and she made the 
details of the plot known to the king, **The 
king examined the two eunuchs and 





the month, which is the month of Adar.t 
‘Then Haman spoke to King Artaxerxes, 
saying, “There is a certain people scattered 
among the peoples throughout your king- 
dom; their laws are different from all other 
people, and they disregard the king’s laws. 


| | Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let 
‘INow two of the king’s eunuchs, the 


them remain.t °If it pleases the king, let him 
make a decree to destroy them. If so, I will 
pay ten thousand talents of silver into the 
king’s treasury.” !°So the king took off his 
signet ring and placed it into the hand of 


| f i i‘ 
-Haman.in order to seal what. was written 


against the Jews, !!And the king said to 
Haman, “Keep the silver, and deal with 


hanged them. The king then ordered that a those people as you wish.” 





2:18 Granted a release indicates a national holiday and a remission of taxes (see 10:1). The coronation 
banquet of seven days for a new queen would raise morale after the defeat in war. 

2:20 Though in a pagan palace, Esther did not change her manner of life nor cease to fear God. God 
calls us to faithfulness in whatever situation He places us. 

2:23 The good will of Mordecai was recorded, but not yet rewarded. Faithfulness to God is never for- 
gotten by the Lord, even if it appears to go unnoticed (Heb 6:10). The true reward is glorification, not 
in this life, but in the Kingdom to come (Heb 11:39, 40), 

3:1-9 The extreme animosity between Haman and Mordecai quite possibly is rooted in an old tribal’: 
feud, Mordecai was a Benjamite (1:1a). According to the Hebrew text, Haman was a descendant of 
Agag, whose nation was utterly destroyed by King Saul (1Kg 15:8), also a Benjamite. Haman sees the 
ee as an opportune time not only to destroy Mordecai, but to vengefully destroy all the Jews. 


3:7 The month of Adar was eleven months away, Delays occur frequently in this book, giving time for 


the divine plan of God to unfold, 


‘8 They disregard the king’s laws! Haman’s accusation against the Jews is the same as the authorities 
accusation would be against Jesus (Lk 6:6, 7) and His followers (Acts 6:11-14). | 














the thirteenth day of the first month, and 
they wrote, as Haman commanded, to the 
commanders and the governors in the one 


hundred twenty-seven provinces stretching | 
from India to Ethiopia, and to the rulers of | 


the nations, in their own language. They 
wrote in the name of King Artaxerxes, 
'SThe letter was sent by couriers through- 
out the kingdom of Artaxerxes to utterly 
destroy the race of the Jews on a single day, 


in the twelfth month, which is Adar, and to | 


plunder their possessions. 


~. The Letter Sent to Destroy the Jews = 
l3aThe following is a copy of the letter: 
The great King Artaxerxes, to the 
rulers in the hundred twenty-seven 
provinces from India to Ethiopia, and who 


hold authority under him, thus decrees:t | 


3>Ruling over many nations, and having 
gained dominion over all the world, not 


motivated by the power of authority, but | ous 
were drinking, but the city was troubled 


ever conducting myself in moderation 
and unceasing gentleness, | was desiring 
to make the lives of my subjects continu- 
ally tranquil and to maintain the kingdom 
calm and safe to its furthest borders, and 
to restore the peace desired by all men. 
scBut when I inquired of my counselors 
how this should be done, Haman, who ex- 
cels in good sense among us, and has 
been shown unwavering in good will and 
unshakeable in fidelity, and has attained 
the second place in the kingdom, imade 
known to us that there is a race of people 
full of ill will who are mixed in with all the 
other races throughout the whole world, 
whose laws are contrary to all the other 


nations, and they continually disregard- 
the ordinances of the kings. Thus the joint | 


administration, blamelessly administered 
by us, cannot be performed. 

\3eTherefore, we have determined that 
this people alone is in opposition to every 
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Then the king’s scribes were called on | 


Mordecai and take his sackcloth away 11% 
him, but he would not accept them.' 











other person, entertaining a strange ç 

of laws, and not disposed to our aff, 
and perpetrating the worst evils, and thus 
the kingdom is not able to experience Sta. 
bility. "Therefore, we have designated al 
those made known to you in the letter 
written by Haman, who is appointed oye 
such matters and who is our second f. 

ther, to root out and destroy all of then 
with their wives and children, withoy 
any mercy, sparing no-one, on the four- 
teenth day of the twelfth month Adar of 

this present year— !sthat this race of 

people, both from before and until now 


| 
| 





hostile to us, violently going down to 

death in one day, may afterwards secure 

for us a time that is tranquil and an undis- | 

turbed state of affairs. 

l4Copies of the letters were published 
throughout every province, and an order 
was given to all nations to be ready on that 
day. "The matter was quickly dispatched 
also in Susa. And the king and Haman 






-™ Mordecai Enlists Esther’s Aid = 

But Mordecai, learning what had hap- | 

pened, tore his clothes and put on 
sackcloth, and sprinkled ashes on himsel 
and running through the square of the city 
he cried out with a loud voice, “A people 
who have done no wrong are about to be 
destroyed!”t 2He went as far as the kings 
gate, and there he waited, for it was nol 
allowed for him to enter the courtyard 
wearing sackcloth and covered in ashes | 
And in every province where the 
command and decree arrived, there Wa 
great mourning among the Jews, with fast 
ing, weeping, and wailing; and many lay" 
sackcloth and ashes. The queen’s mat 
and eunuchs came and told her, and së 
was deeply distressed upon hearing | 
situation. Then she sent garments to clothe 








3:13a-13g These verses do not occur in the Hebrew manuscripts, but only in the Greek LXX, and ~~ 
considered by many to be an addition to the Book of Esther. The demonic pride of Haman is evident 
the letter. As author of the letter (v. 12), Haman attempts to glorify himself in the name of the king, 


while slandering the people of God. 


4:1-3 Mordecai is consistently seen by the fathers as a Christ-figure (see 8:12m, where he is referred y 
as “deliverer and constant benefactor“ to the Jews). Consistent with this typology, Mordecai leave" 
courtyard of the king, removes his fine garments, and goes out among his people to share in their 


ferings (see Php 2:5-7). 


5 
suf 


4:4 In Esther's attempt to help Mordecai, she tries to take his sackcloth away and give him new gar" K il] 
ments, but he would not accept them. This is fulfilled when Peter would try to dissuade Jesus from «= 
cepting the Cross (Mt 16:22). Because His mission was to completely identify with His people, Jesus °” 


would not be dissuaded. 
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‘Then Esther called Hathach, her eunuch | days and three full nights. 1 and my maids 
who attended to her, and sent him out to | will also fast. Then I will go to the king, 
learn for herself the details from Mordecai. | contrary to the law, even if I am to perish.” 
‘Mordecai made known to him what had | !7So Mordecai went and did all that Esther 
happened, and the offer Haman had made | commanded him. 
to the king to put ten thousand talents into | 
the treasury to destroy the Jews. 8He also œ The Prayer of Mordecai 7> 
gave him a copy of the decree posted in| '’*He then beseeched the Lord, remem- 
Susa concerning their destruction to show | bering all the works of the Lord, and said,* 
it to Esther. He told him to instruct her to | “O Lord, Lord, almighty King, all things 
go in to the king and make supplication be- | are under Your power, and there is no one 
fore him, and to plead before him for the | to oppose You in Your desire to save Israel. 
people, remembering, said he, “the days of | !’“For You have made heaven and the earth, 
your low estate and how you were raised | and every wondrous thing under heaven, 
by my hand; because Haman, second to the | and You are the Lord of all, and there is no 
king, spoke against us for our death. Call | one who shall resist You, Lord. '77You know 
upon the Lord and speak to the king con- | all things: You know, O Lord, that it is not 
cerning us, and to deliver us from death!” | out of disrespect-or arrogance or love of 
So Hathach came and told her all these : honor that I did this, to refuse to bow down 
words. , to the haughty Haman, for I would have 
Then Esther said to’ Hathach, “Go to | been happy to kiss the soles of his feet for 
Mordecai and say, !!‘All the nations of the _ the salvation of Israel. !“«For I did this in or- 
kingdom know that any man or woman | der that I not place the glory of man above 
who goes into the inner court to the king | the glory of God. I will not bow down to 
who has not been summoned, there is’ no | anyone but You, my Lord, and] will not do 
deliverance for him unless the king holds | these things out of arrogance:t 
out his golden scepter to save that person. | "And now, © Lord God, King, God of 
And I have not been called to go in to the | Abraham, save Your people, for they look 
king for thirty days.’ ” '2So Hathach related | upon us for our destruction, and they de- 
all Esther’s words to Mordecai. sire to destroy Your inheritance from the 
And Mordecai said to Hathach, “Go | beginning. !72Do not disregard Your portion 
and say to Esther, ‘Do not say to yourself | which You redeemed for Yourself out of the 
apart from all the other Jews.t "For if you | merciful to Your inheritance. Turn our 
choose not to heed this request at this time, | mourning into feasting so we may live and 
help and deliverance for the Jews will arise | hymn Your name, O Lord. Do not destroy 
elsewhere, but you and your father’s house | the mouth of those who praise You.” 
Will perish. Besides, who knows whether it i7iThen all Israel cried out with all their 
is for this occasion you reign as queen?’ ” | might, for their death was before their eyes. 
Then Esther dispatched the one who 
came to her to Mordecai, saying,’ '!*“Go and ~ The Prayer of Esther .= 
assemble together the Jews in Susa. Fast And Queen Esther, seized with the 
for me: do not eat or drink for three full | agony of death, fled to the Lord for refuge. 








4:13, 14 God's plan of salvation involves the cooperation of His people. If someone God calls is unwill- 
ing to cooperate, two things will happen: (1) God will find willing participants elsewhere, for God's 
plan can never be thwarted; and (2) those who were not willing will perish with the unfaithful (see 

Mt 21:41). Mordecai's question, who knows whether it is for this occasion you reign as queen? is a call 
to all believers to courageously discern the will of God for their particular moment in life in order to ful- 
fill God's plan. Note Mordecai’s unswerving trust in God in spite of the seemingly hopeless circumstances.. 
4:15-17 Esther's fast and her courageous act of mercy for her people reveal her resolve and her charac- 
ter, This fast of Esther and the whole community marks the turning point in the events of the story and 
the beginning of the downfall of Haman. | 

4:17a-17x These verses do not occur in the Hebrew manuscripts. 

4:17a-17h Mordecai’s prayer, not included in the Hebrew text, follows a classic pattern of praise, re- 
Membrance of God's works, and petition. i 

4:17e One of the devil’s unsuccessful temptations of the Lord was to try to lure Christ to bow down 
before him (Mt 4:9, 10). ere 
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And removing her royal garments, she put 
on the garments of distress and mourning. 
Instead of the magnificent perfumes, she 
covered her head with ashes and dirt. She 
humbled her body exceedingly. She set 
aside everything of her worldly joy, and her 
hair was unkempt. She im 
God of Israel, and said:t 
'7K“Q My Lord, You alone are our King. 
Help me, who am alone and have no help 
but You! For my risk of danger is in my 
hand. I have heard from my birth in the 
tribe of my family that You, O Lord, chose 
Israel out of all the nations, and our fathers 


inheritance, and do for them whatever You 
have spoken. !7™Now we sinned before You: 
and:You have delivered us into the hands of | 
our enemies because we have worshiped | 
their gods: O Lord, You are righteous. But | 
now they are not satisfied with the bitter 
state of our bondage, but they have pledged | 
to their idols to abolish the decree You have | 


Out of all their ancestors, for an everlasting 





602 





bed of the uncircumcised and of 


plored the Lord | 














hate the glory of the lawless and abhor the 
eve 

eigner. '/"You know my necessity, (orp 
hor the symbol of my proud station which 
is upon my head on the days when I appear 
in public, as if it were a menstrual rag, and 


| 
! 


I do not wear it on the days I am alone 


'/vYour handmaid has not eaten at 


the table 


of Haman, nor have I honored the banque 


of the king, nor drunk the wine of libations 
‘Neither has Your handmaid rejoice 


since the day of her elevation, except in | 


You, O Lord, God of Abraham. 1*0 G 
who have power over all, hear the voice of 
us in despair, and deliver us from the hang 
of those acting wickedly, and deliver me 
from my fear.” 7 | 


= Esther Goes before the King IP: 


And it happened on the third day, when 
She ceased praying, she took off the 


garments of the solemnity, and put on her 


glorious apparel.t 2And- having become 


spoken and to destroy Your inheritance,to | resplendent, appealing to the all-seeing 


close the mouths of those who praise You; 
and to extinguish the glory of Your temple 
and Your altar, eand to open the mouths of 
the heathen to proclaim thé virtues of their 
false gods, and to extol a human king for- | 
ever. | 

lip“) Lord; do not give Your scepter over 
to those who are not. Do not let them laugh 
at our fall, but turn their counsel against | 
themselves, and make an example of the 
one who rules against us, !/7Remember us, 
O Lord, Manifest Yourself in the time of our 
affliction, and encourage me, O King of 
gods and ruler over every power. !/"Grant 
to my mouth proper words in the presence 
of the lion, to turn his heart to a hatred of 
our enemy, so that he and those agreeing 
with him may perish. !7sSave us by Your 
hand, and help me who am alone and have 
no one but You, O Lord. 





God and. Savior, she took with her-two oi 
her, favorite- maids. Upon the one she 


leaned as an elegant woman and the other | 


maid followed behind her, bearing her 
train.t 3She was aglow in the perfection 0 
her beauty. Her face was as radiant as i 
was lovely, but her heart shrank with feat 
4And having entered through all the doors 
she stood face to face with the king. He was 
sitting on his royal throne, clothed in all his 
glorious apparel, covered with gold and 
precious stones. He was awesome. °And 4 
he looked up, resplendent in his glory, 

the very edge of anger, the queen collapses 


her complexion paled, and she slump | 


against the head of the maid who We 
before her. ‘But God changed the spirit 

the king to gentleness. And full of gt 
concern, he leapt from his throne and He 
her in his arms until she recovered. sid 











held 


4:17j-17x The prayer of Queen Esther includes repentance on behalf of the people and rejection of 
the glories of this world. Faithful Jews realized that inevitably, the evils inflicted on their nation 
resulted from their abandoning God's way. Their difficulty was overcome only through genuine 
tance, Mit | 

5:1 Esther comes forth from her chamber on the third day, giving a resurrectional tone to he 
quent victory over Haman. | BL me 
5:2 Appealing to the all-seeing God and Savior: Esther's apparel is appropriate not only for the refore 
but for her Almighty King and God, Thus, we understand there is appropriate dress for coming ra wae 
the Lord in worship. Likewise, our baptismal garment is given by the Lord and is the only garmer" 
thy of the King’s palace (see Mt 22:11-14). nioo eat 
5:3 Esther's heart shrank with fear because the lives of her people were at stake. St. Paul admitted i 


the people of Corinth, “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling” (1Co 2:3). 


r subse | 


od, 


| 








and said, “Speak to me.” 

And she said to him, “I saw you, my 
lord, as an angel of God, and my heart was 
troubled for fear of your majesty, for you. 
my lord, are awesome, and your face is full 
of kindness.” "But while she was speaking 
to him, she fainted. And the king was trou- 
bled, and all his servants comforted her. 

And the king said, “What do you want. 


Esther? What is your request? It shall be | 


granted to you, even up. to half my king- 
dom.”t Then Esther said, “Today is my 
special day. If, therefore, it pleases the king, 


him, how he made him to be first and chief 


in the kingdom. 29Haman added, “The 
queen invited no one else to be with the 
king at the banquet except me, and I am 
also invited tomorrow. ?!But these things 
do not please me when I see Mordecai the 
Jew in the courtyard.” 

22Then Zeresh his wife and friends said 
to him, “Have a tree cut down, fifty cubits 


high, and in the morning speak to the king 


and let Mordecai be hanged on the tree. But 
go with the king to the banquet and be 
merry.” Haman liked what they said, and 
the tree was made ready.t 


=. The King’s Sleepless Night .= 

But the Lord made it difficult for the 

king to sleep that night, and the king 
commanded his servant to bring in the 


EEO a aae ane eenn N ey er | written records of notable events.t And he 


the king said, “Have Haman hasten here | es eet ‘hese EES 
at U | + è L rS 5 y yay | * | j 

er ARA cor vaa E i 1 REY eunuchs of the king when they were keep- 

spoke S veer ec aN eae ing guard and sought to lay hands on 

PORE. Artaxerxes, Then the king said, “Has any 





—— 


æ Esther’s First Banquet => 
14So at the banquet, the king- said to Es- 
ther, “What is..it, Queen Esther? Whatever 
you desire will be granted to you.” 5And 
She said, “My request and my petition is 


this: !ŝIf I find favor in the sight of the king) | 


let the king and Haman also come tomor- 
row to the banquet which I will prepare for 
them, and tomorrow I will do the same.’t 

USo Haman went out from the king over- 
joyed and cheerful, but when Haman saw 
Mordecai the Jew in the court, he was en- 


raged.t I8And having entered his own | 


home, he called his friends and his wife, 
Zeresh. "And he showed them his wealth 








and the honor the king had bestowed upon > 


3:11 Up to half my kingdom: A figure of speech, This royal courtesy magnifies the generosity of the 


| honor or favor been granted Mordecai?” 


And the king’s servants said, “Nothing was 
done for him.” 

4And at the same time the king asked 
about the good will of Mordecai, behold, 
Haman entered the courtyard. The king 
said, “Who is in the courtyard?” Haman 
had come in to talk to the king about hang- 
ing Mordecai on the gallows he had pre- 
pared. “And the king’s servants said, “Be- 
hold, Haman is standing in the courtyard.” 
And the king said, “Let him come in.” 


~ The King Honors Mordecai e- 


‘The king said to Haman, “What should I 
do for a man whom | wish to honor?” And 
Haman thought to himself, “Whom would 





ing and gives opportunity for the petitioner to appear modest when the actual request is made (see 


Mk 6:23) 


5:12 Esther's request is most noble—she asks to be permitted to serve the king. This stands in contrast 
to Vashti, who prepared a banquet for herself and those who would serve her (1:9). 
3:16 The delay until tomorrow allows events to unfold in which the Lord will not only save the Jews, 


but will bring down Haman (see note at 3:7). 


5:17-21 Haman’s pride will not allow him to be content. His rage towards another person prevents him 


from continuing in all the blessings from the king, 


5:22 Hanged on the tree: A gallows tree was used for various means of public execution, including 
hanging, impaling, and public display of a corpse. This was the Persian precursor to’ Roman crucifixion. 
fty cubits is approximately 75 feet (23 meters), and indicates Haman’s intention to put Mordecai to 


death with extreme humiliation, 


6:1 The Lord made it difficult for the king to sleep: The fathers understand this verse to show that it is 
the Lord who directs the plan of salvation, even through unbelievers. | 
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the king wish to honor, but me?”t 7So 
Haman said to the king, 8“As for the man 





whom the king wishes to honor, have the | 


king’s servant bring the royal robe the king 
wears, along with the horse he rides, Yand 
let these be given to one of the king's hon- 
ored friends, and let him clothe the man 
whom the king loves and then mount him 


upon the horse. And let it be proclaimed in | 


the city square, saying, ‘Thus it shall be done 
for every. man whom the king honors! ” 
0Then the king said to Haman, “You have 
spoken well; thus you shall do to Mordecai 
the Jew, the one serving in the courtyard, 
and let no word you have spoken be over- 
looked.” |!'So Haman took the robe and the 
horse and arrayed Mordecai with the robe, 
and mounted him on the horse; and he went 
throughout the city square, and proclaimed, 
saying, “Thus shall it be done to every man 
whom the king honors.” 

12Mordecai returned to the courtyard, but 
Haman returned to his own quarters 2riev- 
ing, with his head down. And Haman re- 
lated these events to his wife Zeresh and 
his friends. Then his friends and wife said 
to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you are 
beginning to fall, is of the Jewish race, you 
will not be able to defend against him, for 


the living God is with him.” !*While they | 


were still speaking, the king’s eunuchs 
came to hasten Haman to the banquet 
which Esther had prepared. , 


æ Esther’s Second Banquet 7- 
So the king and Haman came to the 
banquet to drink together with the 
queen.t 2And the king said to Esther on this 
second day of the banquet, “What is it, 


Queen Esther? What is your request? What | 


is your petition? Let it be granted to you, 
even up to half my kingdom.” 3She said in 
reply, “If I have found favor in the sight of 
the king, let my life be given to me at my 
request, and my people at my petition, ‘For 
both I and my people are sold into destruc- 
tion, pillage, and bondage. We and our 
























descendants have already been enslaved a 
male and female slaves, and I refuse to jj. 
ten to this, for the accuser of my people is 
not worthy of the king’s court.” °Then the | 
king said, “Who is this who dared to do thy, | 
thing?” ‘And Esther said, “The enemy is this- 
wicked man, Haman.” Then Haman wa, 
troubled before the king and the queen, 


= Haman Is Hanged = | 
"The king arose from the banquet ani 
went into the garden, but Haman wa; 
| pleading with the queen, for he realized 
‘that he was in desperate circumstances 
8The king returned from the garden, and 
Haman, while entreating the queen, had 
fallen upon the couch. And the king said 
“So! Will you force yourself upon my wife 
in my own house?” And hearing this, 
Haman changed in his countenance. Then 
Harbona, one of the eunuchs, said to the 
king, “Look! Haman has prepared a gal 
lows for Mordecai, the one who spoke for 
| the benefit of the king. A gallows fifty cu- 
bits high has been set up at Hamans 
place.” Then the king said, “Hang him ont | 
it!’t 10And Haman was hung on the gallows 
he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the 
| wrath of the king was appeased. 
| s Haman’s Plot Is Thwarted > 
8 On that day, King Artaxerxes gave 
Esther everything belonging to Haman 
the accuser. And Mordecai was summone 
before the king, because Esther matt 
‘known his relationship to her. ?The Kine 
then took the signet ring he had taken from 
Haman and gave it to Mordecai. The! 
Esther appointed Mordecai over everyth!! 
that belonged to Haman. | 
~3Again she fell down at the feet of t! 
king, and she implored him to remove™ 
the evils Haman had done to the Jews 
4Then the king held out his golden scepte! 
toward Esther, So Esther arose and St at | 
beside the king and said, 5“If it seems £ $ | 
to you, and I have found favor, let a lette! 
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6:6-9 Haman unwittingly defines the honor of his enemy. The honor of being clothed with the royal 
robe the king wears makes the recipient, Mordecai, share in the royalty of the king himself, just 4 
Christ fully shares in the divinity of the Father (see also Is 63:1-5). 

6:11 This is Mordecai’s second journey through the city. The first journey was in sackcloth and ashes 
oachitd 
of hel 


(4:1), but this one is in glory and honor. 
7:1 Not everything we need must be gained immediately! In this case a crucial deadline is appr 
but the queen is patient, awaiting the right time to gain the desired result, literally the salvation 
people. 

7:4 Accuser (lit. “devil"): The unambiguous identity of Haman. l 

7:9, 10 St. Jerome writes, “Haman was burned in the fire of his own kindling.” 
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sent out to revoke the letters sent out by 
Haman, which were written to annihilate 
all the Jews in your kingdom.t ®For how 
can I be able to look upon the oppression of 
my people? How will I endure the destruc- 
tion of my countrymen?” 


7Then the king said to Esther, “Since | | 


granted you everything that belonged to 
Haman, and hung him from the gallows be- 
cause he laid hands on the Jews, what else 
do you want? Write it yourselves in my 
name, as it seems good to you, and seal it 
with my ring; for whatever is written by 
command of the king and sealed with my 
ring cannot be revoked.” 

9So the scribes were summoned in the 
first month, which is Nisan, on the twenty- 


third day of that same year. For whatever 


was ordered was written to the Jews, to the 


local governors, and to the chiefs of the | 


satraps from India as far as Ethiopia, ene 
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hundred and twenty-seven provinces, to | 
every place according to their gwn lan- | 


guage.t 19So it was written by the authorily 
of the king and sealed with his ring, and 
the letters were dispatched by couriers. 
lAs he commanded by these letters, the 
Jews were to exercise their own laws in 
every city, to be of help to each other, and 
to treat their adversaries and those oppos- 
ing them as they wished. !2This was to take 
effect beginning on one day throughout all 
the kingdom of Artaxerxes—the thirteenth 


day of the twelfth month, which is Adar, 


= The New Decree -* 

12aThe following is a copy of the letter:t 

l2bThe great King Artaxerxes, to the 
governors of the provinces in the hun- 
dred twenty-seven satrapies, from India 
to Ethiopia, and to the faithful to our in- 
terests: Greetings! 

l2eMany of those who have been fre- 
quently honored in the great kindness of 
their benefactors have become high- 
minded; not only do they seek to do 
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harm to our subjects, but being unable to 
bear such a measure, they undertake to 
plot against their own benefactors.? 
i24Not only do they drive out gratitude 
from among men, but also being puffed 
up by those who are unacquainted with 
goodness, they suppose they will escape 
the vengeance of the all-seeing God. 
2eAnd often, many of those who have 
been appointed to positions of authority, 
being entrusted to manage the affairs of 
friends and having been given a position 
of authority as an encouragement, have 
become accessories to the shedding of 
innocent blood; fand they have involved 
them in circumstances without remedy 
by deceiving with false arguments the 
benign kindness of the rulers. '*2And it is 
possible to observe this, not so much 
from examining the ancient traditions, 
as by your learning from the wicked 
deeds accomplished in your midst by the 
pestilential influence of those unworthy 
of holding power. '25We must. be on 
guard for the future, that we may main- 
tain the kingdom undisturbed and peace- 
ful for all the people, making the most 
of changes, and always judging fairly in 


the matters coming to our attention. 


13Thus Haman, the son of Hamme- 
datha, a Macedonian, certainly not of Per- 
sian blood, but differing greatly from our 
kindness, and having been hospitably re- 
ceived by us, '*kreceived such a large 
share of the benevolence which we have 
for all peoples that he was even publicly 
proclaimed to be our father, reverenced 
by all; he attained the rank of second to 
the royal throne. But unable to bear 
his dignity, he endeavored to deprive us 
of our kingdom and our life. '*™And by 
very twisted methods of deception, he 
demanded the destruction of our deliv- 
erer and constant benefactor, Mordecai, 
and Esther, the blameless consort of our 


kingdom, together with their whole 





8:5-8 With Haman executed and Mordecai and Esther delivered, there is still an edict in force for the 
destruction of the Jews throughout the kingdom. Esther asks the king to revoke the death sentence 
against them. However, an order of a Persian king was irrevocable (see 1:19). Such an order can, how- 
ever, be superseded with a new decree (v. 8), which is actually to the Jews' advantage. If the first decree 
could have been revoked, the Jews would have been saved, but their enemies would also have lived on 
to persecute them another day, This new decree makes possible the final destruction of these enemies. 


8:9 According to their own language: See note at 1:22, 


8:12a-12k This section is in the Greek LXX text; it does not appear in the Hebrew manuscripts. ~ 
8:12c They undertake to plot against their own benefactors: To plot against the Jews, from whom the 
Savior of the world would come, is to plot against hope for oneself. The same can be said of persecu- 


tors of the Church, where the Savior dwells. 
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race.t !2oFor through these ways, he ex- 
pected to catch the nation of the Persians 


undefended, and to guide the Macedo- | 


nians to victory. !2°However, we find that 


the Jews, who have been consigned to de- | 
struction by this terribly wicked man, are 
not criminals, but live by most just laws. 


2pWe find them to be children of the Most 
High, Most Mighty, Living God, who has 
guided the kingdom both for us and our 
forefathers in the most excellent manner. 
'2aTherefore, you will do well to disre- 
gard the letters sent by Haman the son of 
Hammedatha, because he who has pro- 
duced these has been hanged at the gates 
of Susa, along with his whole household. 
For God Almighty, who rules over all 
things, swiftly rendered a just judgment 
on him. | 
-IerTherefore, post a copy of this docu- 
ment publicly in every place, making it 


known that the Jews are to follow their | 


own customs; and join in suppertinge them, 
so that on the day set for their destruction, 
the thirteenth day of the tweifth month 
Adar, they may defend themselves against 
those who would attack them. !2sFor God, 


who holds power over all things, has made | 


this a day of gladness for them instead of 
a day of the destruction of a chosen race.t 
2tTherefore, celebrate this outstanding 
day among your named feasts with all 
rejoicing, so that both now and in the fu- 
ture it may be deliverance for us and for 
the well-inclined Persians; and for those 
who plot destruction against us, a re- 
membrance of destruction. “And every 
city or province whatsoever which shall 
not act in accordance with these things 
shall be mercilessly destroyed with spear 
and fire; it shall be made impassable not 
only to men, but even to wild animals 
and birds forever. '*Let copies of the de- 
cree be posted conspicuously throughout 
the kingdom, and let all the Jews be 












ready on that day to fight against a 
who oppose them. those 


m The Posting of the New Decree 

\4So horsemen were sent out quickly 
carry out the king’s commands, and 
cree was also posted in Susa. ~; 

‘Then Mordecai went out robed in royal 
raiment, having a gold crown and a diadem 
of line, purple linen; and seeing him, the 
people of Susa rejoiced.t 16And there wag 
light and gladness for the Jews.t '7In ever 
city and province where the decree was 


to 
the de. 


posted, there was joy and gladness among 
the Jews—feasting and good cheer. Ang 
many of the Gentiles were circumcised and 


the Jews.t | 


u The Jews Defeat Their Enemies 
Now in the twelfth month, on the thir- 
teenth day of the month of Adar, the 

decree written by the king arrived.t 20n 

that day those in opposition were destroyed 

| by the Jews, for fearing them, no one resis- 

ted. °For the leaders of the satraps, the sov- 

| ereigns, and the royal scribes honored the 
Jews, and the fear of Mordecai weighed on 
them, *for the order of the king had come 
down that Mordecai should be acknowl 
edged throughout the kingdom. 5And in the 
city of Susa, the Jews killed five hundred 
men. ®These included Parshandatha, Dal 
phon, Aspatha, 7Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha 
’Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha— 
Ithe ten sons of Haman, son of Hamadatha, 
the enemy of the Jews. They ravaged them. 
\0On that day, the number of those killed!” 
Susa was reported to the king. 

Then the king said to Esther, “The Jews 
have killed five hundred men in the city ° 
Susa. How do you think they have ma 
out in the surrounding lands? What me 

do you yet desire, so that it will be done h, 
you?” Esther said to the king, “Let 








lived in the Jewish way, because of fear of | 


8:12m Our deliverer and constant benefactor: See note at 4:1-3. 

8:12r This new decree gives royal authority to the Jews to destroy those under Haman's influence 
those who would destroy the Jews (see Eph 6:12). 

8:12s, 12t Victory is already assumed, and deliverance will be 
inclined Persians, | 

8:15 Royal raiment: See note at 6:6-9. MIR 
8:16 And there was light and gladness: This recalls the prophetic dream of Mordecai (1:1)). , 
8:17 Gentiles were circumcised: It is remarkable how much power of persuasion there is in the W 
God! | | te 
9:1-16 What is done in secret is shouted from the housetops (Lk 12:3). Haman’s plot was made in -i 
cret, but now the bodies of his sons are exposed (v. 13) as was his secret plot (see also. Lk 8:17). 
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published, where, the, proclamation- was 
































received by both the Jews and the wel 











Jews be granted the opportunity to do the 
same tomorrow in order to hang the sons 
of Haman.” And he permitted this to be 
done, and he set out for the Jews of the city 
the bodies of the sons of Haman to hang. 
'4Then the Jews gathered together in Susa 
on the fourteenth of Adar and killed three 





hundred men, but they plundered nothing. | 


loThe rest of the Jews throughout the 
kingdom assembled and came to the aid of 
one another, and they had rest from their 
enemies. for they killed fifteen thousand of 
them on the thirteenth of Adar, but they 
plundered nothing. '*Chen they rested‘on 
the fourteenth of that month, and observed 
it as a day of rest with joy and gladness. 

7And the Jews in the city of Susa alse 
gathered together on the fourteenth, but did 
not rest from their enemies, but they ob- 
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and cast lots to exterminate them; “how he 
had gone to the king telling him to hang 
Mordecai; and how all the evils he plotted 
against the Jews came upon himself, and 
how he was hanged, he and his children. 
25Therefore these days were called Purim— 
on account of the lots (because in their lan- 
guage they are called pur), because of the 
words of this letter, and because of all they 
had suffered on account of these things and 
all that had happened to them.t 

26Mordecai established it, and the Jews 
took it upon themselves, their descendants, 
and upon those joining with them not to do 
otherwise. And these days are to be a me- 
morial throughout every generation, and 
city, and family, and province. 2’Thus these 
days of Purim shall be observed forever, 








and their remembrance shall not cease in 


served the fifteenth with joy and iadness. | 


lêThis is why the Jews scattered in every 
foreign land observe the fourteenth of Adar 
with gladness as a holiday, sending parcels 
to their neighbors. But those living in the 
major cities keep the fifteenth of Adar as a 
holiday, sending parcels to their neighbors. 


= The Feast of Purim «= 

\9Mfordecai wrote these things in a book 
and sent it to all the Jews in the kingdom of 
Artaxerxes, to those both near and far, 2°to 
establish these days as holidays, and to ob- 
serve both the fourteenth and fifteenth day 
of Adar— 2!for on these days the Jews had 
rest from their enemies. Thus Adar is the 
month which was turned from mourning 
into joy, and from grief into a holiday; to 
celebrate the whole time with feasting and 
gladness, sending parcels to friends and to 
the poor. 

The Jews accepted everything just as 
Mordecai wrote to them: how Haman the 
son of Hamadatha, the Macedonian, warred 
against them; how he had made a decree 


any generation. 28Then Queen Esther, 
dsuehter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew 
“rote down the many things they had done 
and the truthfulness of the command of 
Purim. And Mordecai and Queen Esther 
established it for themselves, establishing 
it at that time according to their soundness 
of mind and their purpose. 2°Esther estab- 
lished it by a command forever, and it was 


written for a memorial. 


| And the king levied tribute upon his 
, kingdom both by land and sea. 2And 
his power and valor, the riches and the 
glory of his kingdom, behold, they are writ- 
ten in the book of the kings of Persia and 
Media for a memorial. “And Mordecai was 
next to King Artaxerxes, and he was great 
in the kingdom and honored by the Jews: 
and being beloved, he set forth in detail the 
way of life to all his people. 


= Epilogue 7 
saAnd Mordecai said, “These things were 


| from my God.t 3tFor I recall the dream which 


E a SAP a ee E ee A 
9:19 It is often noted that the Hebrew version of Esther never mentions the name of God. Since the 
story was copied and sent to the Jews, both near and far, the name of God would inevitably be omit- 
ted, for this name was too sacred to write. It follows that the account Mordecai wrote in a book would 
Not necessarily be worded the same as letters that were widely circulated. Furthermore, with the help 
of Mordecai, Esther wrote down her own account of the events (v. 30). Thus, there were at least three 


distinct accounts of this story. 


9:25 These days were called Purim—on account of the lots (because in their language they are called 
Pur): In 3:7, Haman casts lots to determine the day for the Jews to be massacred, The word pur is not a 
Hebrew word in origin. It comes from the Persian or Assyrian and means /ot. Thus, it was Haman’s lot 
that established the date for the great Jewish celebration of Purim, which commemorates the deliver- 


ance recorded in this book. 


10:3a-3k Mordecai interprets his dream recorded in the introduction to ch. 1. This dream was likely on 
'S mind continually as the circumstances unfolded, for not one detail of them has failed (v. 3b). 
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l had concerning these things, and not one | Gentiles. >And these two lots came jn the 
detail of them has failed. hour, and in the time, and in the day of judg. 
*“There was a small spring that became | ment before God and among all the Gen. 
a river; there was light and the sun and | tiles. 1And God remembered His Deople ang 
much water. The river is Esther, whom the | vindicated His inheritance. 3And they shai | 
king married and made queen. *“The two | observe these days in the month of Adar. th, 
serpents are Haman and I. **The nations fourteenth and fifteenth day of that month, 





are the Gentiles gathering together to de- | They shall gather together with joy and 
stroy the name of the Jews. "And my na- | gladness before God throughout all Zener. 
tion, which cried out to God and was deliv- | tions forever among His people Israej” 
ered, is Israel. For the Lord has saved His | In the fourth year of the reign of 
people, and the Lord has rescued us from | Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, who 
all these evils. And God. performed signs | said he was a priest and a Levite, and 
and great wonders, which have not hap- | Ptolemy his son brought in the letter of 
pened among the Gentiles. | Purim, which they declared existed, and 

3e“Qn account of this, He made-two lots; that Lysimachus, the son of Ptolemy, who 
one for the people of God and one for the | was in Jerusalem, had translated it.t 











— s 





10:3k This indicates the source of the Greek translation of this passage. The fourth year of the reign of 
Ptolemy would date the tratisiatior: of this passage from Hebrew to Greek around the year 114 ac. 
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Autl lor ~ Although the author i i Maccabees never identifies himself, it may 
reasonably be assumed that he was an orthodox Jew familiar with both the 
geography and the topography of Judea. | 


E | 


eke e— About 104 se, according to the last two verses of the book (16:23, 24). 

The work was compiled during or shortly after the reign of John Hyrcanus I 
(134-104 Bc), the high priest and ruler of Israel. It covers the period from 

the reign of Antiochus IV Shee ENS Be) to the succession of Jorm 
Hyrcanus. | A 


k N Aajor Then lee ent § deliver: rance si Israel ae the ah Wars. The author 
makes it clear that God chose the Hasmonean family as the instrument of his 
deliverance (5:62). Their primary objective was the rededication of the 
temple (4:36-61), an event. still celebrised by Jews cue anen as the festival 
of Hanukkah, from the Hebrev w word for ‘dedication. | 





( Back kgr ound— First Maccabees was originally written in ana indi was 

© probably called “The Hasmoneans,” after Mattathias of the house of 
Hashmon (2:1). It was Mattathias who began the Jewish revolt with the help 
of his five sons. The bulk of the book recounts Judah’s war against Antiochus 
IV, the Seleucid ruler who tried to force Hellenism upon the Jews. — 


ç Outline 





2 I. Prologue: The Hellenistic Eerie from VIL Jonathan Succeeds Judas (9: : 1-73) 
Alexander to Antiochus IV (1:1-64) VII. The Rise and Fall of Alexander Balas. 

II. The Hasmonean (Maccabean) Revolt o (10:1—11:19) 
(2:1—4:61) IX. Demetrius II Betrays the E (11: 20-53) 

III. Jewish Expeditions against Neighboring X., Trypho and the Reign of Antiochus VI 
Tribes (5:1-68) (11:54—12:53) 

IV. Lysias Usurps the Throne (6:1—63) XI.The Emergence of the Jewish Nation under 

V. The Reign of Demetrius I Soter (7:1-50) Simon (13:1-——16:24) 


VL The Alliance between the Jen and the 
Romans (8:1-31) 


j 
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c Alexander the Great > was already king of Greece—t he then 

After Alexander, the son of Philip the | fought numerous wars, conquered for- 
Macedonian, came out of the land of | tresses, and slaughtered the kings of the 
Kittim and conquered Macedonia, and de- | earth. ‘He went to the ends of the earth and 
feated Darius the king of the Persians and | took the spoils of many nations. So the 
the Medes, and reigned in his place—he earth rested from war before him, and he 





1:1 Alexander i is Alexander, the Great, 
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was exalted; his heart was likewise encour- 
aged. ‘He formed a mighty army and ruled 
countries, nations, and princes, and they all 
paid taxes to him. 

Then later, he fell sick, and he knew he 
was dying. "So he brought in his trusted 
servants who had grown up with him from 
childhood, and parceled out his kingdom to 
them while he was still living. 7After 
Alexander reigned for twelve years, death 


claimed him. 8Then his servants began to | 
rule, each in his appointed place.t ‘They all 
put on crowns after he died, and their SONS | 


for many years after them, and the evils 
they caused multiplied on the earth. 


œ Antiochus Epiphanes 
and the Lawless Jews -m 

WA sinful root came forth from tnem, An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, the son of Antiocnus 
the king, who was a hostage in Rome. He 
began his reign in the one hundred and 
thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of the 
Greeks. 

In those days lawless men came forth 
from the sons of Israel. and they persuaded 
many, saying, “Let us make a covenant with 
the Gentiles surrounding us. for ever since 
we were separated from them, many evils 


have found us.”t )2This proposal found fa- 


vor in their eyes, '3and some of the people 


eagerly desired to enter into this agree: | 
ment. So they went to the king, and he gave | 


them authority to observe the ordinances 


of the Gentiles. }4Then they built a gymna- | 


sium in Jerusalem according to the cus- 
toms of the Gentiles, and made them- 
selves as the uncircumcision. So they fell 
away from the holy covenant, yoked them- 
selves to the Gentiles, and sold themselves 
to do evil. | 


œ Antiochus Conquers Egypt 


‘Thus the kingdom was prepared be- 
fore Antiochus, and he determined he 
would reign over the land of Egypt, soasto 


1:8, 9 According to the historian Josephus, Alexander's 
houses: Ptolemy in Egypt, Seleucis in Babylon, Lysimach 


Antigonus in Asia, 
1:11-15 Those sons of Israel 


lenists. They sought to overthrow the 
their own, Onias’ brother Jason, 


tions to hide their circumcision, 


1:16-19 Antiochus IV campaigned against Ptolemy IV (reigned 
1:20-24 Antiochus entered Jerusalem, pillaging the temple to 


HULU Ne IN@W King lames Vercian | 


GIONS 












who wanted to introduce Greek culture 
legitimate high priest Onias Ill 
appointed high priest by Antiochus 
sium where young Jews competed alongside the Greeks, Many Jewis 














rule over two kingdoms.t '’Thus he én, | 
tered Egypt with a strong multitude gy 
chariots, elephants, cavalrymen, anq ‘| 
large army. !8He engaged Ptolemy king o 

Egypt in battle, and Ptolemy turned from 

him in shame and fled. Many Were 

wounded and fell. !°So they Capture 
mighty cities in Egypt, and Antiochus took 
Spoils in the land of Egypt. 


“After he conquered Egypt in the One 
hundred and forty-third 
turned and went up to Israel and 
| Jerusalem with a large army.t 2!He entered 
the sanctuary in arrogance and took the 
| golden altar, the lampstand, all the uten- | 
| sils, “the table of presentation, the cups 
and bowls, the golden censers, the curtain, 
the crowns, and the golden Ornaments on 
the face of the temple. He Stripped every- 
thing, #and took the silver and the gold 
and. everything costly, and the hidden 
treasures he found. #4Taking all these 
things, he departed for ‘his own land. He 
committed deeds of murder- and spoke 
with great arrogance. 


™. Antiochus Pillages the Temple s> 
year, Antiochus 
| 


There was great mourning everywhere 
in Israel, 

Rulers and elders groaned, 

Virgins and young men grew weak, 

And the beauty of the women was | 
altered. | 

Every bridegroom took up a lament 

And sat mourning in his bridal 
chamber: Anat a s: 

The land was shaken for its 
inhabitants, elie | 

And all the house of Jacob was 
clothed with shame. 


® More Destruction in Jerusalem 
“After two years, the king sent a reven® | 
official to the cities of Judah, and he & | 









generals divided his empire into several dynast 
us in Hellespont, Cassander in Macedonia, an 


into Jewish life were called Hel: . 
and succeeded in having one ® 
IV (2Mc 4), Jason built a gymna 
h men underwent painful opera 


180-145 ec) in Egypt from 170 to Diy 
pay his war debts. ES 
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tered Jerusalem with a large army.t 30A nti- cay A Daira of Corruption 7- 


ochus spoke peaceable words to them with 4’Then the king wrote to all his kingdom, 
deceit, and they believed him. Then he fell | that they all were to be as one people,t 
upon the city suddenly, struck it a great | and that each one was to forsake his cus- 
blow, and killed many people from Israel. | toms. So all the nations accepted the word 
31He took spoils from the city, set it on fire, | of the king. Many from Israel also 
and tore down its houses and the city walls. | thought it good to serve him, so they sacri- 
They took captive the women and the | ficed to idols and profaned the Sabbath. 


| children and took possession of the ani-| “Then the king sent books to Jerusalem 


mals. and the cities of Judah by the hand of mes- 

Then they built the city of David with a | sengers, and told them to follow foreign 
great and strong wall and strong towers, | customs in the land, *to forbid whole burnt 
and it became their citadel. 34They placed | offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings 
there a sinful nation of lawless. men, and | in the sanctuary, to profane the Sabbaths 


| they became strong within it. 25And they | and the feasts, “and to defile the sanctuary 


laid up weapons and provisions, and gath- | and the holy ones. */These books also told 
ered together the. spoils they had taken | them to build altars, sacred precincts, and 
from Jerusalem. Then they returned there | temples to idols, to sacrifice swine and 


—SSo 


j and were like a great snare. | | common animals, 480 leave their sons un- 


| 38 The inhabitants of Jerusalem fled 


| 39 Her sanctuary was laid waste like a 


“ Her dishonor prevailed against her 


circumcised, so they would corrupt their 
36 It became-an ambush against the | souls by every unclean and profane thing, 
S and forget the law and alter all the ordi- 


is a 


sanctuary, | . 
An evil ee against Israel i tances. °°They also added that whoever did 
continually 3 | not obey the word of the king would die. 
37 : tee _ 5lAccording to all these words he wrote 
od 4 | ) 
ee PR Ropo blood around the isave nein his kingdom Helatse Maced 


| inspectors over all the people and com- 
manded the cities of Judah to sacrifice in 
| each and every city. °*Thus many of the 
| people, everyone who: forsook the law, 
joined together and did evil things in the 


And defiled the sanctuary. 


because of them, 
And she became a dwelling place of 


- „strangers. | land. They forced Israel to hide in every 
She became a stranger to her place of refuge they had. 
offspring, *4Then on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in 


And her children forsook her. the one hundred and forty-fifth year, they 


set up the abomination of desolation on the 


desert altar of the whole burnt offerings and built 
And her feasts were turned into altars in the surrounding cities of Judah.t 
mourning, 5'They also burned incense at the doors of 


Her Sabbaths into a disgrace 
And her honor into contempt. 


houses and in the streets. “And when they 
found books of the law, they tore them to 
pieces and burned them in the fire. 57When- 





glory, ever a book of the covenant was found in 
And her high position was turned into | someone’s possession, or if anyone sympa- 
mourning, 


thized with the law, the judgment of the 





| 1:29-35 Apollonius the Mysarch, a commander of Mysian mercenaries, erected a citadel (v. 33) known 
| as the Acra (lit. “Acropolis”) on the temple mount, just north of the temple itself, where he installed a 
| Phrygian named Philip as governor (Josephus). 


| 1:41-53 Antiochus the king abandoned his dream of rebuilding Alexander's kingdom for the more 


modest goal of consolidating his own empire. He decreed that the Jews were to abandon their religion 


| (v. 42) because it was considered politically disruptive. Any Jew who refused to sacrifice to the Greek 

i Gods on behalf of the emperor (vv. 44-49) was tortured and killed (v. 50). 

1:54 Inside the temple, Antiochus erected the abomination of desolation (Dan 9:27), either a statue of 
| Zeus sculpted in the likeness of the emperor or some cultic stones. Until that time, the temple had been 


— 


i 


the focal point of the Jewish nation and faith, Jews made three piignimages there each year, at the 
feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. 
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king was to kill him. 58They acted with their 
might against Israel, against those who 
were found month after month in the cities. 
“Then on the twenty-fifth day of the | 
month they sacrificed on the altar, which 
was on top of the altar of the whole burnt 
offerings. In keeping with the decree, they | . And the Gentiles have desecrated it. 
sentenced to death the women who had | 3 Why should we live any longer?” 
their children circumcised, tand the fami- | 
lies who had circumcised them, and hung 
the infants from their mothers’ necks. ®2Yet 
many in Israel grew strong, and deter- 
mined in themselves not to eat unclean 
things.t They chose rather to die than be 
defiled by foods or profane the holy 
covenant. So they died, ®4and great wrath | 
came upon Israel. 


=. The Zeal of Mattathias > 

In those days Mattathias, the son of 
æ John of the tribe of Simeon, a priest of 
the sons of Joarib, rose up from Jerusalem 
and settled in Modein.t 2He had five sons: 
John, called Gaddi; *Simon, called Thassi: 
Judas, called Maccabeus; °Eleazar, called 
Avaran; and Jonathan, called Apphus. He 
saw the blasphemies taking place in Judah 
and Jerusalem, ‘and said: 





All her adornment has been remioy a 
In place of freedom, she has become, 
| 





slave; 
i2 And behold, our sanctuary, 
Our beauty and our glory have been 
laid waste, 


"Thus Mattathias and his sons tore theip 
clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned ey. 
ceedingly. | | 


~. Apostasy at Modein a- 

t9Now those from the king who were ep. 
forcing the apostasy journeyed to the city 
of Modein to make them offer Sacrifice! 
‘Sand many from Israel also came with 
them. So Mattathias and his sons gathered | 
together. Then those from the king spoke | 
to Mattathias, saying, “You are a great and 
glorious leader in this city and supported 
by your sons and brothers. !8Now come, be 
the first to follow the decree of the king, as 
all the Gentiles and the men of Judah have 
done, and those who remain in Jerusalem: 
and you and your sons will be among the 
king’s friends, and you and your sons wil 
be honored with silver and gold and many 
rewards.” | | 

‘Then Mattathias answered, speaking | 
with a loud voice, “Though all the Gentiles | 
in the house of the kingdom of the king 
| obey him, and each turns from the worship 
of their fathers and chooses to follow bis 
commands, **my sons and my brothers and 
I will continue in the covenant of our fè 
thers. 2!Far be it from us to forsake the lav 
and the ordinances. 22We will not obey thé 
words of the king to turn aside from oW 
worship to the right or to the left.” 


=== 








“Alas, why was I born to see this, 
The ruin of my people, 
The destruction of the holy city, 
And to live there when it was delivered 
Into the hand of the enemy, 
The sanctuary into the hand of 
foreigners. 
€ Her temple has become like a man 
without honor. 
9 Her glorious vessels were carried 
away into captivity; 
Her infants have been slain in the 


streets, | *SWhen he finished saying these words." 

Her young men with the sword of the | Jew came forward in the sight of everyol* 
enemy. to sacrifice upon the altar in Modein in & 

0 What nation has not inherited her | cordance with the king’s decree. 24Whell | 

palaces Mattathias saw him, he was filled with zeal ; 





And taken hold of her spoils? and his heart trembled and poured fO 
1:62-64 Unclean food involved the sacrifice of swine to Zeus. Josephus the historian notes that while 
the Jews were being persecuted, their Samaritan neighbors lied to Antiochus, calling themselves 4 
colony of Medes and Persians, not Jews. He reports they even went so far as to have their temple 0" 
Mount Gerizim dedicated to Jupiter Hellenius. 

2:1-5 Mattathias of the House of Hashmon fled the Hellenizing evils of Jerusalem with his five sons i 
(later known as the Hasmoneans). They moved to Modein, a rural town seventeen miles northwest 9' 
Jerusalem. It was common for Jews of the time to have both a Jewish and a Greek name. Judas WS 
also called Maccabeus, hence the family was called “the Maccabees.” Ke | 
2:15-18 The king's officers sought to induce Mattathias to sacrifice first, They reasoned that the other 
from Israel would surely follow his lead. 





a es 613 
anger in judgment. Then he ran and slew 
him upon the altar.t So he killed the 
king’s man who wanted to offer sacrifice at 
that time, and he tore down the altar. 
Thus he had zeal for the law, just as 
Phinehas had against Zambri the son of 
Salome. 


> Warfare in the Wilderness = 

Then Mattathias cried out with a loud 
voice in the city, saying, “Every one who 
has zeal for the law and holds to the 
covenant, let him follow me.”t 28So he and 
his sons fled into the mountains and left be- 
hind whatever they had in the city. 

Then many who sought righteousness | 
and judgment went down to the desert to 
live there, “°they, their sons, their women, 
and their cattle, because evils increased se- 


i ee eS 


Then Mattathias and his friends 
grieved for them exceedingly.t "So each 
one said to his neighbor, “If we do as our 
brothers did and fail to fight against the 
Gentiles for our life and our ordinances, 
they will quickly wipe us off the earth.” 
“So they resolved on that day, saying, 
“Every man who comes against us for bat- 
tle on the Sabbath day, let us war against 
| him, and we shall not all die as our broth- 
ers did in their hiding places.” 

‘Then the synagogue of the Hasideans 
gathered with them, a mighty army from 
Israel, everyone who willingly offered him- 
self for the law.t #Everyone who escaped 
from evils was added to them and became 
their support. 44So they formed an army, 
and struck the sinners in their wrath and 
the lawless men in their anger. The rest fled 


verely against them. it was also an- | to the Gentiles to be rescued. ‘5Mattathias 
nounced to the king’s men and the soldiers |l and his allies also surrounded the altars 


in Jerusalem, the city of David, thai certain | and tore them down, 46and they circum- 


men who had scattered when the command cised the uncircumcised boys by force, as 
of the king was made known hed sone into | many as they found in the mountains of Is- 
hiding in the desert. °2Thus, many ran after | rael. 47Thus they pursued the sons of arro- 
them, tracked them down, marched against | gance, and the undertaking prospered in 
them, and engaged them in battie on the | their hand. 48They took the law out of the 
Sabbath day.t hand of the Gentiles and the kings, and did 


Then they said to them, “Now, come out | not allow the sinners to dominate them: 
and do the will of the king and you shall 


live.” 44But they answered, “We will not ‘=. Last Days of Mattathias > 

come out, nor will we do the will ofthe king | ‘Then the days approached for Mat- 
to desecrate the Sabbath day.” “°So the en- | tathias to die, and he spoke to his sons, say- 
emy rushed into battle against them: *°Yet | ing, “Now. arrogance and scorn and the 
they did not answer them, nor did they cast | time of destruction and furious anger have 
a stone, nor did they block up their hiding | been strengthened. °°Therefore, children, 
Dlaces, 37saying, “Let us all die in our inno- | be zealous for the law, and offer your lives 
cence. Heaven and earth will testify for us | for the covenant of our fathers; 5!and re- 
that you destroyed us unjustly.” °8So the | member the deeds our fathers did in their 
King’s men rose against them in battle on | generations, and receive great honor and 
the Sabbath, and they died along with their | an everlasting name. **Was not Abraham 
Women, children, and cattle, as many as a | found faithful in trial, and it was reckoned 
thousand people. to him as righteousness? “And Joseph at 














2:24-26 Elsewhere in Israel, Jews had either been compliant or faced death willingly (1:63), so it is very 
Possible Mattathias and his allies surprised and overcame a small troop of Antiochus’ soldiers. Their 
sense of security as an occupying force may have made them careless; and they certainly did not expect 
a rebellion from the “docile” Jews. 
2:27, 28 Mattathias and his sons fled to a retreat in the Gophna mountains, located in southern 
‘Maria, In this way, they avoided the jurisdiction of the Seleucid commander of Judea and could re- 
ain unmolested for a time. 

‘32-38 It was forbidden for Jews to fight on the Sabbath (Ex 31:12-18), and Antiochus’ soldiers took 
full advantage of this fact (v. 38), | | | 

‘39-41 Mattathias and the Jews realized they would be slaughtered if they chose not to defend them- 
selves on the Sabbath. In a truly radical statement for their day, the Maccabees foreshadowed Jesus’ 
Words, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Mk 2:27). 

2:42-48 The Hasideans were Jews who strictly upheld the law. Together with Mattathias they began 
cleansing Israel of impurity, attacking both Gentiles and Jewish traitors. | 
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the time of his trouble kept thé command: 
ment and became ruler of Egypt. *4Phine- 
has our father showed true zeal and re- 
ceived a covenant of eternal priesthood. 
Joshua fulfilled the word and became a 
judge in Israel. Caleb testified in the as- 
sembly and received an inheritance in the 
land. “David, in the mercy shown him, in- 
herited the throne of the kingdom forever. 
In his great zeal for the law, Elijah was 
taken up into heaven. 59Ananias, Azarias, 


and Mishael believed and were saved from > 


the fiery furnace. In his innocence, Daniel 
was. delivered from the mouth of lions. 
61Thus, understand from generation to gen- 
eration that all who hope in the Lord will 
not be weak. ®*Do not fear the words of a 
sinful man, because ‘his glory is like ma- 
nure and worms. Today he will be exalted, 
but tomorrow he will not be found; for he 
returned to his dust, and his purpose will 
perish. 
strong in the law, because you will be hon- 
ored by it. 


65“So behold Simeon, your brother. I | 


know he is a man of wisdom. Listen to \him 
every day, and he shall be your father:t 66Ju- 
das Maccabeus, mighty in fighting from his 
youth, he-shall be the leader of your army, 
and he will fight the fight of the people. 
67And you, bring forth with you all those 
who are doers of the law, and seek justice 
for your people. Repay the Gentiles in 
full, and hold fast to the ordinance of the 
law.” 

6Then he blessed hem and was added to 
his fathers. So he died in the one hundred 
and forty-sixth year and was buried in the 
tomb of his fathers in Modein: and all of Is- 
rael mourned him with great mourning. 


s, Judas Maccabeus Succeeds 
His Father 7- 
Then Judas his son, who was called 
Maccabeus, rose up in his place. 2His 
brothers all helped him, and everyone who 
had been allied with his father, and they 
fought the battle for Israel with gladness, 


—™, Eulogy to Mattathias 7- 
3 He enlarged his people’s glory 
And was clothed with a breastplate 
like a giant; 
And he girded on his weapons And : 
waged war, 


|° For he pursued the lawless and 





64Children, beocourageous and | 


struck and killed him, and many woundél 





2: 65-68 Mattathias designated his son Judas Maccabeus as his military successor, Judas had likely ae 





Sheltering the camp with his sword, 
4 He was like a lion in his deeds, | 
Like a young lion roaring for its Drey 
searched them out; 
And he set on fire those who troubjey 
his people. | 
6 The lawless were humbled from fear 
of him, | 
And all the workers of lawlessness 
were troubled; | 
For deliverance prospered by his bani | | 
He embittered many rulers, 
And brought joy to Jacob by his deeds 
And may his memory be blessed 
forever. 
8 He passed through the cities of Judah 
And destroyed the ungodly from the — 
land; 
And he turned wrath away from Israel 
9 His name was known to the ends of 
the earth, 
And he gathered those who v were 
pene 


=] 


= Judas’ Early Victories -= 

Then Apollonius gathered the Gentile 
together and brought a great army from 
Samaria to wage war with Israel. But Ji | 
das knew it and went out to meet him. He 





fell; and the rest fled, !2They took the 


| spoils, and Judas took the sword of Au 


nius and fought with it every day. 
\3Now Seron, the leader of the Ee 
Syria, heard Judas had gathered a lars 


assembly of faithful men with him, j 


they were going out into battle. 1S0 ™ 
said, “I will make a name for myself and! 


| honored in the kingdom. I will fight Jud 


and his followers who despised the WY 
of the king.” !5He set forth, and with hM 


went an army of godless men, St 


enough to help him take vengeance on! 
sons of Israel. i 
—'6So he drew near to the highlands 
Beth-Horon, and Judas went out to ™ 
him with only a few allies. 7As they. atil 
the army coming to meet them, they sai 
Judas, “How will we, being few, be able 
fight against such a powerful number 
who have come out today are weak ois! 
lack of food.” '8Then Judas said, “It is ani 
to hem in many at the hands of a few 5 





oped a natural instinct for guerrilla warfare while hunting and herding in the Judean hill county 
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it makes no difference before heaven to 
save with many or with few. !9For victory in 
battle does not come from the size of the 
army, but from the might of heaven. 
These come against us in the abundance 
of insolence and lawlessness, to seize ‘us 
and our women and children, and to take 
spoils from us; 2'but we are fighting for our 
lives and our laws. 22God Himself will 
crush them from before our face; but as for 
you, do not fear because of them.” 

43When he was through speaking, Judas 


suddenly rushed against them, and Seron | 


and his army were destroyed before him. 
24He pursued him into the descent of Beth- 
Horon as far as the plain. Around eight 
hundred of their soldiers perished: the re- 
mainder fled into the land of the 
Philistines. “°Then. fear of Judas and his 


brothers began, and terror fell upon the na- | 


tions around them. 26So. his fame reached 





the king, and the Gentiles talked about the | 


battles of Judas: , 


=. Syrian Counterattack > 

27When Antiochus the king heard these 
words, he was very angry, and he sent and 
gathered all the forces of his kingdom, an 
exceedingly strong army. He also opened 
his treasury and gave a year’s wages to the 
troops, and commanded them to be ready 
for any need. 2°Then he noticed the silver in 
the treasury was depleted, and the taxes 
from the region were small, because of the 
dissension and misfortune he caused in the 
land when he took away the laws that ex- 
isted from the earliest days. 3S0 he took 
care not to pay out expenditures and give 
gifts as abundantly as he had done before, 
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Jerusalem. “He ordered him to send an 
army against them, to destroy them and re- 














| move the might of Israel and the remnant 


of Jerusalem, and to remove their memory 
from that place. 26He was also to settle for- 
eigners in all their regions and distribute 
their land by lot: Then the king took half 
of the remaining armies and left Antioch, 
the capital of his kingdom. In the one hun- 
dred and forty-seventh year, he crossed 


over the Euphrates River and entered the 


regions on the other side. 

38Lysias appointed Ptolemy, the son of 
Dorymenes, and Nicanor and Gorgias, 
valiant men who were loyal to the king, 
and he sent with them forty thousand in- 
fantry and seven thousand cavalry to go 
into the region of Judah and crush it ac- 
cording to the king’s orders. Sohe set out 
with the whole army, and they went and 
camped near Emmaus on the plain. 4! When 
the merchants of the region heard about 
them, they took a very large amount of sil- 


| ver and gold and shackles and went into 


| 


the camp to obtain the sons of Israel as 


| slaves. The army of Syria and of the land of 


| 


even more lavishly than the previous kings, — 


3lHe was very disturbed in himself, so he de- 


cided to go to Persia and collect taxes from 


those regions and gather abundant silver, 
He left Lysias, a man of distinction 


from the royal lineage, in charge of all the | 


king’s affairs, from the river Euphrates to 
the boundary of Egypt.t 33He was also to 
take care of his son Antiochus until his re- 
turn, “Then he handed over to Lysias half 
of the armies and the elephants, He gave 
him orders concerning all his wishes and 
concerning those who lived in Judea and 


the Philistines joined them as well. 


æ The Jews Prepare for Battle >- 

“zNow Judas:and his brothers saw that 
evil events were increasing and the armies 
were encamped at their borders. They 
learned also the words of the king which he 
ordered, to bring destruction and annihila- 
tion on the people.t 8S0 each man said to 
his neighbor, “Let us repair the ruin of our 
people and battle for our people and the 
sanctuary.” “Then the assembly gathered 
to prepare for battle and to pray and ask 
God for mercy and compassion. 


45 Jerusalem was uninhabited like a 

desert, 

No one brought products in or took 
them out, 

And the sanctuary had been trampled 
down. | 

The sons of foreigners were in the 
citadel, 

-A lodging place for the Gentiles. 

Gladness was taken from Jacob, 

And flute and harp played no more. 





3:32-41 Lysias sent three generals (v. 38) to camp at Emmaus (v. 40—today’s Imwas, next to Latrum) 
where they could send out spies to avoid Judah's traps. 

3:42-44 In addition to his hand-picked soldiers, Judas operated a large militia system, whereby men 
Could be called from their everyday tasks through an intricate network of runners. These “spies” also 
kept him informed as to the words of the king and the whereabouts of the Seleucid army. 
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They assembled and went into Mizpah, 
opposite Jerusalem, because at a former 
time Mizpah was a place for prayer in Is- 
rael. “They fasted on that day and put on 
sackcloth, sprinkled ashes upon their head, 


and tore their garments. “*They opened the | 


book of the law to look into those matters 
about which the Gentiles consulted the 
likenesses of their idols. 4°They also carried 
the priestly garments and the firstfruits 
and the tithe, and they stirred up the 
Nazirites who had finished their. days. 
Then they cried aloud to heaven, saying, 


“What do we do with these, 
And where will we take them? 
Your sanctuary has been trampled 
down and defiled, : 
And Your priests are in mourning 
humiliated. 
Behold, the Gentiles have gathered 
against us to destroy us. 
You know what they plan against us. 
How will we be able to stand against 
them 
If You will not help us?” 


5] 
and 


92 


93 


“Then they blew the trumpets and cried 
out with a loud shout. After this, Judas 
appointed rulers for the people, leaders for 


thousands and hundreds and fifties and 


tens. *He ordered those who were building 
houses, or were betrothed to women, or 
were growing vineyards, or were afraid, to 


return each one to his own home, accord- | 


ing to the law. 

“Then the army departed and set up 
camp south of Emmaus, *8Judas said to 
them, “Be ready at dawn to fight with these 
Gentiles who have gathered against us to 
destroy us and our sanctuary. 59For it is bet- 


ter for us to die in war than to look upon — 


the evils the Gentiles would bring to us and 
the sanctuary. But as God’s will is in 
heaven, so He will do.” 


s. Judas Fights the Gentiles 
at Emmaus - 

{ Then Gorgias took five thousand men 
and a thousand choice cavalry, and the 
army marched out by night, “to descend 
upon the camp of the Judaeans and strike 
them suddenly. Young men from the citadel 
served as his guides. “But Judas got word of 
it, and he and his soldiers marched out to 
strike the king’s army in Emmaus ‘while 


4:8-11 Beyond his military prowess, Judas was the spiritual leader of his people as well. 





his forces were dispersed from the Camp 
“When Gorgias came into the camp of | 
Judas at night, he found no one, Sọ 
sought them in the mountains, saying 
“These are fleeing from us.” 

*At first light, Judas was seen on the 
plain with three thousand men, but they 
did not have armor and swords as they 
wished. ‘They saw the Gentiles’ camp with 
strong fortification and surrounded by cay. | 
alry trained for battle. *But Judas said tọ 
his men, “Do not be afraid of their number 
or of their attack.t Remember how our fa. 
thers were saved in the Red Sea, when 

Pharaoh pursued them with his army? Sp 
now, let us cry out to heaven to see if the 

Lord will be with us, and remember the 
covenant of our fathers, and crush ‘these 
forces before us this day. !!Then all the na 
tions will Know that He is the Redeemer 
| and Savior of Israel.” | 

1280 the Gentiles lifted their eyes and 
saw them coming opposite them, !3and they 
departed from their camp and went into 
battle. Then those with Judas sounded the 
trumpets. 'Thus they met, and the foreign- 
ers were crushed, fleeing into the plain. 
ISAI those remaining fell by the sword 
They pursued them as far as Gazara and as 
far as the plain of Idumea and Azotus and | 
Jamnia, and about three thousand of their _ 
men fell. '°Then Judas and his army rè | 
turned from pursuing them, and he said 
to the people, “Do not desire the spoils, {0 
the battle is before us. !8Gorgias and bs 
army are in the mountain nearby, but stand 
firm before our enemies and battle them: | 
and afterwards, take the spoils boldly.” _ 

'9While Judas was finishing these wor 
an enemy detachment was seen peepis | 
out from the mountains, 2°and they sa | 
that their army had been put to flight an“ | 
that the Judeans had set their camp 0n us 
for the smoke that was seen revealed wha | 
had happened. 2!When they became a eI 
of this, they were very afraid, and W y 
they observed the forces of Judas prepa" 
for battle in the plain, ?they fled to the’ 
gion of the Philistines, Judas return ok 
take spoils from their camp, and they t0^} 
massive amounts of gold and silven gn 
cloth dyed blue and purple, and abun ne! 
| wealth, 4As they returned from battle t i 

sang hymns and blessed. heaven, beca es 

the Lord is good, for His mercy en u 





| 
| 

































forever. Thus great deliverance happened 
to Israel on that day. 2°But all the Gentiles 
who escaped went and reported to Lysias 
everything that had happened. 2’When he 


G17 


heard this, he was bewildered and disheart- | 


ened, because things had not happened to 


Israel as he wished, and had not turned out 


as the king commanded him. 


~~ Judas Defeats Lysias ~ 

28The following year, Lysias recruited 
sixty thousand chosen men and fifty thou- 
sand cavalry so he could fight them. ¢’Then 
he came to Idumea and camped in Beth- 
zur, and Judas met them there with ten 
thousand soldiers. °°When he saw their 
mighty camp, he prayed and said, “Blessed 
are you, O Savior of Israel, who stopped the 
attack of the giant warrior by the hand. of 
your servant David; and delivered: the 
Philistines’ camp into the. hands -9f 
Jonathan the son of Saul, his armor-bearer. 
31Even so, besiege this camp by the hand of 
vour people Israel, and let these enemies be 
ashamed of their army and cavalry, Put 
cowardice in them and melt the boldness of 
their might, and let them be shaken by their 
defeat. 23Cast them down with the sword of 
those who love You, and let all men who 
know Your name give praise to You with 
hymns.” 

4Then they attacked one another, and 
five thousand men from the camp of Lysias 
fell, and some fell from the opposite side. 


5When Lysias saw the turn of events for 


his troops, and the courage shown by those 


of Judas, and how they were prepared ei- 
ther to live or to die bravely, he returned to | 


Antioch and recruited mercenaries to 
again invade Judea with an even greater 
force. 


+s. Restoration of the Temple 7> 

3S0 Judas and his brothers with him 
said, “Behold, our foes have been crushed. 
Let us go up to purify the sanctuary and re- 
new it.” 37Thus the entire camp gathered 
and ascended to Mount Zion, $" They saw 
there the sanctuary deserted, the altar des- 
ecrated, and the doors burned down. In the 
Courtyard they found that bushes had 
grown up as in a wooded area or on 


4:52-59 Judas and his followers calebrajed tno flra rani GREE 
phus calls the “Festival of Lights.” The celebration lasted eight days, Ds 
sence reste p s called Hanukkah (lit. “dedication” ) 
o the Babylonian Talmud, the Hasmoneans found only one 
Miraculously, it lasted for eight full days. 


Chislev (December). Today the festival | 
lighting of the Hanukkah lamp. According t 
undefiled container of oil left in the temple. 


one of 
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the mountains. They also saw the priests’ 
quarters in ruins. *9So they tore their gar- 
ments and lamented greatly, and sprinkled 
themselves with ashes. They fell on their 
faces on the earth, sounded the signal on 
the trumpets, and cried to heaven. 

41Then Judas ordered his men to fight 
those in the citadel until he purified the 
sanctuary. 42He chose righteous priests, de- 
voted to the law. #*They purified the sanctu- 
ary, and carried the defiled stones to an un- 
clean’ place. “And they discussed what 
they should do with the altar of whole 
burnt offerings, which had been dese- 
crated. It seemed to them the best plan 
was to tear it down, so it would not be a re- 
proach to them because the Gentiles had 
corrupted it. So they tore down the altar. 
48They also stacked the stones in an appro- 
priate location on the temple hill until a 
prophet would come and tell what should 
be done with them. 

47Then they took uncut stones, according 
to the law, and constructed a new altar like 
the one before. They also repaired the 
sanctuary and the inside of the temple, and 
consecrated the courtyards. “They made 
new holy vessels and carried the lamp- 
stand, the altar of incense, and the table 
into the temple. And they burnt incense 
on the altar and lit the lights on the lamp- 
stands, and these gave light inside the tem- 
ple. 5!Then they set bread on the table, 
hung the curtains, and completed all the 
tasks they had begun. 

52They rose early on the morning of the 
twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which 
is the month of Chislev, in the one hundred 


| and forty-eighth year,t and offered sacri- 


fice according to the law on the new altar 
of whole burnt offerings which they made. 
54]t was consecrated with songs and harps 
and lutes and cymbals at the time and on 
the day the Gentiles had desecrated it, All 
the people fell down and worshiped and 
blessed heaven, which had prospered them. 
56They celebrated the consecration of the 
altar for eight days; and they offered whole 
burnt offerings with gladness, and the sac- 
rifice of a peace offering and a thank- 
offering. 5’7They also adorned the face of 





of Rededication, which the historian Jose- 
beginning on the twenty-fifth of - 
and is celebrated with the 
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the temple with crowns of gold and small 
shields, and restored the gates and the 
priests’ quarters, and installed doors. 
8There was great gladness among the peo- 
ple, and the disgrace of the Gentiles was re- 
moved. 

5Then Judas and his brothers and the 
congregation of Israel decided that each 
year at that time the days of the consecra- 
tion of the altar should be observed with 
joy and gladness for eight full days, begin- 
ning on the twenty-fifth of the month of 
Chislev. 

6At this same time they also: built high 
walls and strong towers around Mount 





GINS ia 
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fortress where we have taken refuge, ; "| 
Timothy is in charge of their army, tay 
therefore, come and deliver us from ther 
hand, for many of our men have perish 
All our brothers in the region of Tob hay 
been put to death, and they took their wiye 
and children captive, along with their po. 
sessions; and they destroyed about a thoy. 
sand men there.” 
l4While their letters were being read, be. 
hold, other envoys arrived from Galile 
with torn garments and reported similar 
words, saying that those from Ptolemais 
Tyre, Sidon, and all Galilee of the Gentile 





Zion, lest the Gentiles come and destroy | had assembled themselves together, “to de 
these things, as they had, done before: | Stroy us.” 1650 when Judas and the people 
61Then he stationed an army there to guard | heard these words, a great assembly was 


it, and he fortified the town of Beth-zur, so | 


the people would have a fortress that faced 
Idumea. 


=. Battles with Surrounding Nations <> 
When the surrounding nations heard 
. the altar was repaired and the sanctu- 
ary renewed as before, they were ex- 
tremely angry.t 2So they resolved to kill the 
race of Jacob who lived among them, and 


they began to kill and destroy the people. | 


3Thus Judas waged war on the sons of Esau 
in Idumea at Acrabattene, for they were be- 
sieging Israel. He struck them a great blow, 
humbled them, and took spoils from them. 
4He also recalled the evil acts by the sons of 
Baean, who trapped and snared the people 
in ambush out on the roads. °He shut them 


up in their towers and encamped around 


them, vowing to destroy them. So he set 
their towers on fire with everyone inside. 
6Then he crossed over against the sons of 
Ammon, and found a strong army and 
many people, with Timothy as their leader. 
7He fought many battles against them until 
he struck them down, and they were 
crushed before him. "Then he overpowered 
Jazer and its villages and came back to 
Judea. | 
Now the foreigners in Gilead assembled 
against the Israelites living within their 
borders, to destroy them. But they fled into 
the fortress of Dathema Wand sent letters 
to Judas and his brothers, saying, “The 
Gentiles have gathered against us and sur- 
rounded us to destroy us. '!'They have made 





5:1-8 Judas and company marched out to rescue those Jews under heavy persecution by the Seleu® 5 


gathered to decide what to do for ther 
brothers who were in trouble and were be 
| ing attacked by adversaries. "So Judas told 
| Simon his brother, “Choose men for your 
| self and go and save your brothers in 
| Galilee, while my brother Jonathan and Igo 
¿to Gilead.” '8He left Joseph, the son oi 
| Zachariah, and Azariah, a leader of the pec 
ple, with the rest of the army in Judea, to 
| guard it. 9He ordered them, saying, “Take 
charge of this people, but do not go into bat 
tle against the Gentiles until we retum’ 
20Then three thousand troops were choset 
for Simon to go to Galilee, and eight thot 
sand men for Judas to take to Gilead. | 


= Victories in Galilee and Gilead © 


21Thus Simon went into Galilee and fought 
many battles with the Gentiles, and crush 
the Gentiles before him. 22He chased them! 
the gates of Ptolemais, and three thousal® | 
Gentiles perished, and he took their SP | 
23S he took the Israelites of Galilee and Ar 
batta, along with their wives and chil | 
and everything they possessed, and brous! 
them with great joy to Judea. 4 
24Meanwhile, Judas Maccabeus E | 
Jonathan his brother crossed over the Jo 
| dan and journeyed three full days into 
desert. ?5They came upon the Nabatea" 
who met them peacefully and told ue 
everything that had happened (to the" 
brothers in Gilead: 26“Many have bee? 
prisoned in Bozrah and Bosor in nest 
Chaspho, Maked, and Carnaim (all van 
cities were fortified and strong), S 
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sympathizers in Judea. For consolidation purposes, Judas waged war on the Idumeans at Acrabatte™ 


the sons of Baean, the Amalekites under Timothy, and the people of Jazer. 








some have been imprisoned in the remain- 
ing cities of Gilead. Tomorrow your foes 
will attack the strongholds to destroy and 
capture all of them in one day.” 

28Judas and his forces returned at once to 


Bozrah by the desert road; and he captured | 


the city, killed all the males by the edge of 
the sword, took all the spoils; and set the 
city on fire.t 2°He marched from there by 
night, and they Kept going until they 
reached the fortress of Dathema. “°Then at 
daybreak they looked up and beheld many 
people, too many to count, carrying ladders 


and engines of war to take the fortress and | 


strike the Israelites inside. °'When Judas 
saw the battle had started, an outcry went 
up from the city to heaven with trumpets 
and loud shouts. *2So he said to his army of 
men, “Fight today for the sake of our broth- 
ers!” Then he came up behind them ‘in 
three companies, and they sounded the 
trumpets and cried aloud in prayer. 34When 
Timothy’s army saw that they faced Mac- 
cabeus, they fled before him. He’ struck 
them a great blow, and on that day eight 
thousand of them perished. 

‘Judas then made his way to Alema, He 
waged war and captured it, taking its spoils 
and setting the city on fire. °*He marched 
on from there and captured Chaspho, 
Maked, and Bosor, and the remaining cities 
of Gilead. 

‘Timothy, however, called together more 
troops and set up camp opposite Raphon 
across the stream. **Judas dispatched sol- 
diers to scout the camp, and they returned 
to. him, saying, “All the foreigners have 
gathered around us, and a very large army 
IS With him. #°Further, they have hired Arab 
mercenaries to help, and they are also 
Camped on the other side of the stream, 
prepared to come against you in battle.” So 
udas went out to face them. 

“Timothy told the officers of his army 
While Judas and his camp drew near the 
Stream, “If he crosses the stream against us 


rst, we will be unable to withstand him, | 


or he is strong enough to defeat us. “But if 
€ is frightened and sets up camp across 


ne stream, we will pass over against him 
and crush him.” 





5:28-34 Judas encountered Timothy again, 

ter, Judah used 
5:55-62 Jos 
Members of 


Ought their own glorification (v. 57). 





struck him a great blow, and captured his engines of war. 
the siege equipment to tackle the Acra fortress, 

eph and Azariah failed because they did not belong, nor were they divinely sanctioned 

the Hasmonean family (v. 62). Instead of following God's appointed leade 
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“But as Judas approached the water, he 
stationed the scribes of the troops near the 
stream and ordered them, “Do not allow 
anyone to stay in camp, but make all of them 
join the battle.” 4S0 Judas crossed over to 
meet them first, with all the men behind 
him. Then all the Gentiles were crushed by 
them. They dropped their weapons and fled 
into the sacred regions of Carnain. “So Ju- 
das captured the city and set the sacred 
precinct on fire, along with all those resid- 
ing there. Thus Carnain was defeated, for 
they were not able to stand against Judas. 

49 After this, Judas assembled all the Jews 
living in Gilead, from small to great, along 
with their wives and children and their 
possessions, a great entourage, to return to 
the land of Judah. **They came as far as 
Ephron, an expansive and fortified city on 
the highway. They could not pass through, 
either to the right or the left: The only way 


| to go was through the middle of town. *’7But 


the men of'the city closed it off and barri- 
caded the gates with stones. *So Judas 


| sent them a peaceful word, saying, “Let us 
| pass through your land to go to our land. 


No one will harm you. Merely we will come 
through on foot.” But they refused to open 
to him. So Judas gave orders to proclaim 
to the troops that each man make camp 


| where he was. “Then the soldiers in the 


army made camp, and he fought the men of 
Ephron all day and all night, and the city 
was given over into his hand. 5!He killed 
every male with the edge of the sword, de- 
stroyed the city completely, and took its 
spoils. So he passed through the city, step- 
ping over those who were killed.. 

Then they came to the Jordan, crossing 
over into the great plain facing Beth-shan: 
and Judas gathered the stragglers and en- 
couraged the men along the way until they 
entered Judah. *4They marched up to 
Mount Zion and sacrificed whole burnt of- 
ferings, and offered whole burnt offerings 
with joy and gladness of heart, because not 
one of them was lost before they returned 
home in peace. 

While Judas and Jonathan had been in 
Gilead, and Simon his brother was in 
Galilee facing Ptolemais,t 5“Joseph the son 


rs, they proudly 
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there very discouraged, and went back ai 
Babylon. | 
‘Then a man came and told him while 
was still in Persia that his army which had 
invaded the land of Judah was put to flight 
‘that Lysias had gone first with a strony 
army, but had been put to shame before j, 
rael; that Israel was growing strong by 4 
weapons, supplies, and abundant spoil 
they had taken from the armies they hag 
conquered. ‘Moreover, they had pulled 
down the abomination he built on top g 
the altar in Jerusalem; and they had encir. 
cled the sanctuary with high walls as it hag 
before, as well as Beth-zur, his hometown | 
When the king received this report, he 
was, shocked and greatly shaken. He felj 





















of Zacharias, and Azariah, officers of the- 
army, got word of their courageous acts | 
and the victorious battles they fought. 
"They. spoke, saying, “Let us make a name 
for ourselves as well and take on the Gen- 
tiles who live around us.” °*Thus they gave 
a command to those from the army with 
them, and they marched to Jamnia. °’But 
Gorgias and his army went out from the 
city to face them in battle, and Joseph and 
Azariah were routed and chased.as. far as 
the boundaries of Judea. That day about 
two thousand men of Israel perished. Sit | 
was a great defeat for the people; for ex- 
pecting to act heroically, they did not fol- | 
low the orders of Judas and his brothers. 
6&And they did not belong to the seed. of 
those men through whom Israel received | upon his bed and was sick with grief, be. 
the gift of deliverance. cause matters had-not gone for him as he | 
So Judas and his brothers were hon- | hoped. 9King Antiochus lay. there several 
ored greatly throughout all Israel and even | days, for deepening grief worsened his con- 
by the Gentiles, where their name was be- | dition. He concluded he was about to die. 
ing heard. “People assembled around them | !0Thus he called together his friends, say- 
and gave them praise, | ing, “Sleep has eluded my eyes, and anxiety 
‘Then Judas went out with his brothers | has devastated my heart. 1I ask myself, 
and fought the sons of Esau in the land to | ‘What is this stress I have come to, and into 
the south, and attacked Hebron and its | what sea of troubles am I immersed? For! 
towns, and pulled down its many fortresses | was kind and loved as a ruler’ But now! 
and set on fire its towers round about. **He | recall the evils I did in Jerusalem; for I took 
also marched into the country of the | all the silver and gold vessels, and sent t0 
Philistines, and then on to Marisa. ®&’7Some destroy those who lived in Judah for no 
priests that day who wanted to show their | good reason. 13] know that because of these 
courage perished in battle, for they went | things, evils have found me; and behold. l 
out to fight recklessly. “8But Judas turned | am perishing with deep grief in a foreigl 
aside to Azotus, the country of the | janq” SEMAN Xi 
Philistines. He destroyed their altars, set 
the carved idols of their gods on fire, and =œ Succession of Antiochus V = _ 
took spoils in the cities. Then he came back “He then summoned Philip, one of NS 
| friends, and set him over his entire Kins 


to the land of Judah. 
ys : a dom. !5He gave him his crown and his rol 
omy. East Days Of ming antochus DVU | and ring, feat he could take charge of hls 
6 Now King Antiochus passed through | son Antiochus and raise him to rule, "TiS 
the upper countries and heard that Antiochus the king died in the one hundre 
Elymais in Persia was a splendid city for its | and forty-ninth year. !7When Lysias found 
wealth in silver and gold.t “Its temple con- | out the king had reposed. he establish 
tained great wealth, with shields of gold, Antiochus his son fe reign Lysias hê 
breastplates, and weaponry left there by raised him from youth d called him Eu 
Alexander, the son: of- Philip, the pator boa A aes 
Macedonian king who first ruled over the | 
Greeks. ‘So he came and sought to defeat n Siege of the Citadel «= 
the city and take spoils, but he failed be- 'SNow men from the citadel were confit 
cause his plot was uncovered by the men of ing Israel to the area around the sanctu®? 
They were attempting by whatever me 


the city. “They confronted and fought è 
against him, and he fled and retreated from | to injure them, and to bring strength t0 










6:1-4 Antiochus tried to steal the famed temple treasures of the Alexandrians but was thwarted bY i 
men of Elymais, the part of Elam not controlled by the Seleucids. He was after his hero Alexander th® 
Great's armor, said to be housed in the temple, | 











en to 
defeat them. 2°They assembled the army 
and attacked the city in the hundred and 
fiftieth year. He also built engines of war 
and other instruments of battle. 

But some of these enemies escaped 
from the enclosure, and some ungodly Is- 
raelites sided with them. 22They ap- 
proached the king, saying, “How long will 
it be until you render a judgment to avenge 
our brothers? «°We were pleased to serve 
your father, and to follow what he said and 
obey his orders. 2*Because of this the sons 
of our people attacked the citadel and be- 
came our enemies. Besides this, they killed 
as many of us as they found, and our inher- 
itances were taken away. But. they have 
not stretched out their hand against us 
alone, but also against all the lands on their 
borders; “and behold, today they have sur- 
rounded the citadel in Jerusalem to defeat 
it. They have strengthened the sanctuary 
and Beth-zur as well. 2‘So unless you 
quickly overtake them, they will do worse 
things than these; and your will be unable to 
stop them.” 


Gentiles. '"So he gathered all the m 


“~. Campaign of Antiochus V and iysias 7> 

28The king was angered 2greatiy when he 
heard this, so he assemblea all his friends. 
the military leaders,.and those who ruled. 
Armies of mercenaries came to him as 


well from other nations and from various | 


islands of the seas. 29So the number of-his 


armies was one hundred thousand foot sol- | 


diers, twenty thousand calvary, and thirty- 
two elephants trained for battle. ?! They ar- 
rived through Idumea and marched against 
Beth-zur, fighting for many days and build- 
ing engines of war. But Israel went out, set 
_ them on fire, and battled heroically. 
Judas then marched out from the 
Citadel and set up camp at Beth-zechariah, 
across from the king’s camp. **The next 
morning the king rose at dawn and led his 
army on a forced march on the highway to 
eth-zechariah. His soldiers prepared 


themselves for warfare and blew the trum- | 


pets. “They also showed the elephants the 
Juice of grapes and mulberries to ready 


them for the campaign.t Then they sta- | 


tioned the elephants among the phalanxes 





6:34-37 Lysias chose elephants not only for their innate ability as fighters, but for use in frightening my 
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they had no food there to withstand a siege, 








and set alongside each animal a thousand 
men, covered with coats of mail and with 
bronze helmets on their heads. Five hun- 
dred horsemen were chosen and assigned 
to each elephant. **These positioned them- 
selves beforehand wherever the animal 
was, and wherever it went, they rode along- 


| side and never left it alone. */Sturdy cov- 


ered wooden towers were strapped upon 
each elephant by a special harness, and 
four armed men fought from inside each 
tower with its Indian driver. 2*They posi- 
tioned the remainder of the horsemen on 


| each side; on the two flanks of the forces, 


disturbing the enemy while they them- 
selves were protected by the phalanxes. 
39As the sun shined on the golden and 
bronze shields, the hills glistened from 


them and lit up like a flaming fire. 


"While one sector of the King’s forces 
was stretched out on the high hills and 
some were on the plain, they marched on 
steadfastly in good order. 4!Everyone trem- 
bled when they heard the sounds of the sol- 
diers as they marched along, and the clang- 
ing of their weapons, for the army was 
massive and very strong. “But Judas drew 
near with his army in battle formation, and 
six hundred of the king’s men fell. Then 
Eleazar, called Avran, saw one of the ele- 
phants covered with royal armor. It was 
taller than the rest, and he reasoned the 
king was riding it.t So he laid down his 
life to rescue his people and to make an 
everlasting name for himself. He ran 
boldly into the center of the phalanx, 
killing soldiers to the right and left, and 
they got out of his way on both flanks. 
Then he crawled. under the elephant, 
struck it from beneath, and killed it. It fell 
to the ground on top of him, and he died 
there. 

‘7When the Israelites saw the royal might 
and the fierce attack of the troops, they 
turned away from them in flight, 48But the 
soldiers of the king’s army went up to 
Jerusalem to attack them, and the king set 
up camp in Judea and on Mount Zion. #2He 
reached a peace accord with the men of 
Beth-zur, who evacuated the city because 


the Jews, who had not encountered them before, In v. 35, phalanxes are heavily armed troops march- 
'ng in close array, and coats of mail refers to flexible armor consisting of a mesh of interlinked metal - 


MINQS Used defensively in battle, 


‘43-46 Eleazar bravely tried to kill Antiochus and overcome the Jews’ fear of the elephants. 





the king captured Beth-zur and set a guard 
there to secure it. °'He then set a camp op- 
posite the sanctuary for several days and 
built siege towers, engines of war which 
threw fire and stones, machines to fire off 
arrows, and catapults. The defenders also 
made engines of war to match theirs. So 
they battled several days. 53But with no food 
stored up, because it was the seventh year, 
and the men who survived in Judea against 
the Gentiles had eaten the remaining provi- 
sions,’ “few men remained in the sanctu- 
ary, for hunger had overtaken them. They 
scattered, each to his own place. 

Now Lysias got word that Philip, whom 
Antiochus the king had chosen while still 


7 


 fifty-first year, sailed with a few men | 





~n, Demetrius I Becomes King 
Demetrius the son of Seleucus set fon, 
from Rome in the one hundreg nh 


the city by the sea, and reigned theret H 


he entered the royal house of his fåthen 


his army seized Antiochus and Lysias ap, 
brought them to him. *When he became 
aware of this action, he said, “Do not shoy 
me their faces.” 4So the soldiers put them 
death, and Demetrius occupied the throne 
of his kingdom. | | 

“Then all the lawless and ungodly meny 
Israel came to him. Alcimus, who wanted, 
be a priest, led them.t ®They brough; 


| charges against the people before the king | 


alive to raise Antiochus: his. son to rule. | 


%had returned from Persia and Media with 
the armies that had gone there with the 
king, and that he was trying to gain control 
of the kingdom. 5’So Lysias decided imme- 
diately to send. a message to the king, the 
commanders, and the men, saying. “We 
grow weaker each day, our food supply is 
running out, the force we are. fighting 
against is strong, and governing the king- 
dom puts pressure on us. *“Therefore, jet us 


| 


a Āe M aM 


| of his friends, who ruled the province oi 


come to agreement with these men and | 


have peace with them and their nation. 
We should arrange for them to live by 


their laws as before; for it was because of | 


their laws which we abolished that they be- 
came furious and did all the things they 
have done.” | 

“This word pleased the king and the 
commanders, so he sent an offer of peace 
to the Israelites, which they accepted. 
*I'Thus the king and the commanders gave 
them their oath. On these conditions the Is- 
raelites evacuated the fortress. ©2But when 
the king came to Mount Zion and saw the 
fortification of the place, he broke his 
promise and commanded his men to pull 
down the surrounding wall. “Then he left 
hastily and came back to Antioch. There he 
discovered Philip in charge, so he attacked 
him and captured the city by force. 4 


6:53 Some of the Jewish forces remaining in Judea barely held out for lack of food. God had 
commanded them to leave the earth fallow every seventh year (Ex 23:10, 11), so they had little surpls 
7:1-4 Demetrius | (reigned 162-150 sc), the son of emperor Seleucus IV (assassinated by Antiochus | 

was sent to Rome under the Treaty of Apamea and kept there by the : 
fused to let him return home (Polybius). He escaped to the 


his friend Menyllus, an envoy of Ptolemy 
up as the true Seleucid emperor (Josephus). 


7:5 High priest Alcimus was accepted by the Hasidic Jews for his Aaronic 
Demetrius (or possibly earlier by Lysias) for his Hellenistic sympathies, 


and 
VI Philometer of Egypt. Once in Tripolis, Demetrius set himsel 


saying, “Judas and his brothers have de. 
stroyed all your friends and scattered y 
from our land. "Therefore, send a man yo 
trust, and let him see all the destruction he 
did to us and to the country of the king 
Then let him bring punishment to them and 
all who serve them.” Š 


a Bacchides and Alcimus Control 
Judah = 


*The king then appointed Bacchides, one 







Beyond-the-River, for he was prominent in 
the kingdom and loyal to the king. Then he 
sent him and the ungodly Alcimus, whom 
he appointed to the priesthood, and or 
dered him to avenge the sons of Israel 
l0They marched on with a large army ani 
came into the land of Judah, and sent er 
voys to Judas and his brothers with peat® 
ful words full of deceit. "But they did not 
heed their words, for they noticed the! 
came with a large army. | : 
'2Then a delegation of scribes was sent" 
meet with Alcimus and Bacchides to © 
quest justice. “The Hasideans were 
first among the sons of Israel to seek pea 
with them. !4For they said, “A man, a Dy 
from the seed of Aaron, came with | 








priest spoke peacefully to them and prot 
ised them, saying, “We will not seek 





Senate after they repeatedly ! 
Syrian coast with the help of Polybius 


background and elected bY 
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jure you or your friends.” '6They believed 
him, but he overtook sixty of their men and 
put them to death in one day, according to 
the word which was written: 






17 “They poured out the flesh of your 
saints 
And their blood around Jerusalem, 
But there was no one to bury them,” 


is8Then fear and trembling fell upon all 
the people, for they said, “There is no truth 
and uprightness in them. For they violated 
the promise and oath they swore.” 

9S0 Bacchides departed from Jerusalem 
and marched to Beth-zaith. He sent for and 
captured many of the soldiers who de- 
serted him, and some of the people, and he 
slaughtered them at the great well. 2°He put 
Alcimus in charge of the region and left an 
army with him to serve “him. Then Bac- 
chides returned to the kine. 

41Aicimus then strove for the high priest- 
hood, Zand all who harassed their people | 
also gathered with him: They took control | 
of the country of Judah anc! damaged Israel | 
greatly. 23Now Judas saw ‘all the evil: Al- 
cimus and those with him had done among | 
the sons of Israel; it was worse than what | 
the Gentiles did.t 24Thus Judas departed to 
all the regions surrounding Judea and took 
vengeance on the men who had deserted. 
He forbade those in the city to journey out 
to the countryside. 25But when Alcimus re- 
alized Judas and his followers were grow- 
Ing strong and knew that he could not pre- 
vail against them, he went back and 
brought evil charges against them before 
the king. 


d dana oana 


œ~. Nicanor Marches on Israel m 

“The king then sent Nicanor, one of his 
fenowned commanders who hated and dis- 
dained Israel, and ordered him to get rid of | 
the people,t 27Nicanor came up | to 
erusalem with a large army, and he sent 
udas and his brothers peaceful words full 
Of deceit, saying, 28“Let there be no quarrel 
tween us, I will come peacefully with a 
ew men to see you in person,” ?9So he ap- 
Proached Judas, and they greeted each 
other Deacefully. But the adversaries pre- 
Dared to seize Judas, Then Judas was 





7:23 Judas refused to recognize a high priest appointed by Demetrius. 
9 Nicanor was one of those who had escaped from Rome with Demetrius (Josephus). His death 
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aware that Nicanor had come with deceit; 





call. ““Then the Israelites went out from all 
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and he feared him, so he did not care to 
meet him again. 21} When Nicanor learned 
his plot had been discovered, he went into 
battle with Judas at Caphar-salamah. 
32Some five hundred of Nicanor’s soldiers 
fell; the remainder fled to the city of David. 

33After this, Nicanor went up to Mount 


| Zion. Then some priests came out of the 


sanctuary, along with some elders of the 
people, to greet him in peace, showing him 
the whole burnt offering which they had 
sacrificed on behalf of the king. However, 
he mocked and ridiculed them. He defiled 
them and spoke with arrogance to them. 
35He also swore an oath angrily, saying, 
“Unless Judas and his troops are delivered 
into my hands now, then if I come back in 
peace, I will set this house on'fire.” Then he 
stormed out in great rage. 2*The priests 
then entered and stood facing the altar and 
the sanctuary. They wept and cried out, 
37“You chose this place to be called by Your 
name that it might be a house of prayer and 
supplication for Your people. 2®Take 
vengeance on this man and on his soldiers, 
and let them die by the sword. Remember 
their blasphemies and let them be alive no 
longer.” i 

3Soon Nicanor left Jerusalem and 
camped at Beth-horon, and the army of 
Syria joined him. But Judas took position 
in Adassa with three thousand troops. Ju- 
das prayed, saying, *!“When the ambassa- 
dors from the king uttered blasphemy, Your 
angel went forth and struck one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand of the Assyrians. 
42Crush also this army before us today, and 


let the others know that he spoke blas- 


phemy against Your sanctuary; and judge 
him according to his malice.” 


a, Nicanor Falls in Battles. | 
43So0 the armies faced off in war the thir- 


| teenth day of the month Adar, and 


Nicanor’s army was scattered. He himself 
was the first to fall in the war. 44When his 
soldiers saw: Nicanor: die, they dropped 
their weapons and ran. *Israel even chased 
them a day’s journey from Adassa as far as 
Gazara. As they pursued them, they kept 
blowing the trumpets, sounding the battle 


of wired on the thirteenth day of Adar (v. 49; roughly March) in 161 Bc and is still observed as the Day 
Icanor, SUS GY 


Can 
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the villages around Judea and outflanked 
the adversaries. They drove them back to 
the pursuing army, and they all fell by the 
sword. Not one of them survived. Then Is- 
rael captured the spoils and their posses- 
sions; They even beheaded Nicanor and 
severed his right hand, which he had 
stretched out arrogantly. They carried them 
and put them on display just: outside 
Jerusalem. #8So the people were very glad, 
and they celebrated that day as a day of 
great joy. 4A decree came forth to cele- 
brate this day at the same time every year, 
on the thirteenth day of Adar. °°Thus the 
land of Judah had peace for several days. 


a Pact with the Romans > 


Then Judas learned of the reputation of 

the Romans, that they were mighty and 
behaved well toward all who made. a pact 
with them. They could ensure_friendship 
with as many as came to them, indeed, be- 
cause they were of great strength.t People 
also told him of their warfare- and the 
courageous works they were doing in 
Gaul—how they conquered them and im- 
posed taxes on them. "They also. reported 


what they had done in the. country of | 
Spain, to take control of their silver and | 


gold mines, ‘and how they dominated the 
entire region by their careful planning and 
forbearance,-although the area was a great 
distance away. The Romans also defeated 
kings who challenged them from around 


the world, until they subdued them and 


struck a deadly blow against them. But the 
others paid them taxes each year. 

"They battled and soundly conquered 
Philip and Perseus, kings of the Macedo- 
nians, and others who stood up against 
them in war. They further conquered Anti- 
ochus the great king of Asia, who went to 
war against them with a hundred and 
twenty elephants and cavalry and chariots 
and a massive army. But his troops were 


destroyed by them. "They captured him 


alive, and ordered that he and those who 


would rule in the future should pay large | : 
this is the copy of the message they 1$ 


taxes along with hostages. "They also took 
from him the countries of India, Media, and 
Lydia. Then they gave some of the best of 
all these territories to King Eumenes. 








8:1-16 Polybius (c. 160 Bc) claimed that by his time the Romans had cleared the people of Gaul : ) 
migrants) from the Po valley up to the Alps. Rome then assumed the domain of Alexander the Grea a 








The Greeks also plotted to come a 


mans, and they sent one of their general 
against them. He fought with them, and 
many wounded fell, and the Romans tog 


| their wives and children Captive. The 


robbed them, took their land, pulled do, 
their fortresses, and have to this day ep. 
slaved them. ''They crushed and capturey 
the remaining kingdoms and the islands a 
many as would oppose them. But they sẹ. 
cured a relationship with their friends ang 


| those people who relied on them. Thus 


they conquered rulers far away and 
nearby;.as many as had heard of their rep. 
utation feared them. !°Those the Roman 
desire to help and to raise up as kings, they 
establish; and those kings they wish to de 
pose they depose, for they have great 
power. !4But despite all this, none of the Ro- 


‘mans has donned a crown or vested in pur 


ple, so as to be magnified by it. "Instead 
they formed a council for themselves, and | 
three hundred and twenty senators con | 
stantly deliberate concerning the people, to 
help them: behave in an orderly fashion 
léThey trust one man to govern them fora 
year, and to rule over their land. Everyone 
heeds this one leader, and there is no jeal | 
ousy or strife among them. 

IINow Judas appointed Eupolemus the 
son of John, son of Accos, and Jason the | 
son of Eleazar, and dispatched them t0 
Rome to build friendship and an alliant 
l8and to free their people from a yoke 4 
bondage, because they realized the Greek 
kingdom was subjecting Israel to total 
servitude. !9So they journeyed to Rome 








very long trip. When they came to the se 


ate chamber, they said the following: 7“ 
das, also named Maccabeus, his brothe™ 
and the Jewish people sent us here to ¥ - 
to build an alliance and have peace W! 
you, that you may enlist us as your frien 
and allies.” 


æ. Terms of the Alliance = 260 | 
21The proposal pleased the senate. ued 








in reply, inscribed on bronze tablets 


sent to Jerusalem, to be kept there 3 


record of peace and friendship: 





(Celtic 


following their victory over Philip of Macedonia (v. 5) at Cynoscephalae in 197 ac, and his son Pers®: = 


Pydna in 168 sc. Under Scipio, the Romans took Spain from the Carthaginians after the Secon 


War (202 ac) and the final defeat of Hannibal. 


d Pun'¢ 





T eS 
them, Vbut this became known to the rs 











28“May it be well with the Roman peo- 
ple, and the Jewish nation shall respond 
wholeheartedly as their allies, as the oc- 
casion may dictate. “If war comes first to 
Rome or to any of their allies in all their 
dominion, *°the Judean nation shall act 
as their allies, wholeheartedly, as the oc- 
casion may dictate to them: 2°As to any 
enemy who wages war, the Jews shall 
not donate or supply grain, weapons, 
money, or ships, as Rome has stated, and 
they shall honor these commitments 
without getting anything in return. 


“Similarly, should war break out first | 


against the Jewish nation, the Romans 
shall freely respond as their allies. as is 
appropriate for them. 28Further, no grain. 
weapons, money, or ships will be given to 
allies of the enemy, as Rome has decided. 
and they shall hold to these obligations 
and do so with no deception. 2°Thtis the 
Romans offer a treaty with the Jews’on 
these terms. 2°lf after these agreements 
take effect, both parties should decide to 


add or subtract anything, they shal! do so | 


by agreement, and whatever thev add or 
subtract shall be binding. 

4I“Now regarding the evils Demetrius 
the king is doing to them. we have sent to 
him this word: ‘If therefore they appeal 
to us against you again, we will defend 
their rights and oppose you, be if on the 
sea or on land.’ ” 


æ. Judas Dies in Battle «= 


Now Demetrius got word that Nicanor 
and his men had fallen in battle, so he 
authorized Bacchides and Alcimus to go a 
second time into the land of Judah and take 
the right-hand flank of the army with them. 
‘Thus they traveled the highway into Gilgal 
and camped at Mesaloth in Arbela. They 
Captured it, and many people died. 3Then in 
the first month of the one hundred and 
lifty-second year, they encamped opposite 
Jerusalem. 4But they departed there and 
went to Berea, twenty thousand foot sol- 
diers and two thousand cavalry with them. 
"Now Judas set up camp in Elasa, and 
three thousand chosen men accompanied 
um, "When they saw how large the num- 
er of the enemy forces was, they were 
very afraid, and many sneaked out of the 


“amp. Just eight hundred men remained | 


‘mong them, | 
When Judas realized his troops had run 


away and the battle was pressing upon 
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him, he was greatly discouraged and had 
no time to rally them. "Though weary, he 
said to those who remained, “Let us arise 
and move out against our enemies. We may 
yet be able to fight them.” But they kept 
trying to turn him back, saying, “We are not 
able. Let us rather save our lives now. Let 
us return with our brothers and fight 
against them later, for we are too few.” 
But Judas answered, “May it be far from 
us to do such a thing, to run away from 
them. If our time has come to die, then let 
us die courageously for the sake of our peo- 
ple. We will not leave behind a charge 
against our honor.” 

Then the forces of Bacchides moved 
out from the camp in formation and stood 


to encounter them. The mounted troops 


were divided into two parts, and the sling- 
throwers and the archers advanced before 
the army, along with all the chief warriors: 
Bacchides was on the right flank. -!2Then 
the phalanx drew near between the compa- 
nies on both sides and sounded their trum- 
pets, The army of Judas also blew its trum- 
pets. tihe ground shook by the clamor of 
the troops, and the battle raged on from 
morning until nightfall. 

‘4Judas realized that Bacchides had the 
strength of his forces on the right flank. So 
all the stouthearted men came together 
with Judas. They demolished the right 
flank, and pursued Bacchides’ men all the 
way to Mount Azotus. !6When those on the 
left flank saw’'that the right flank was bro- 
ken, they reversed course and followed 
closely behind the army of Judas. "The 
battle was fierce, and many men on both 
Sides suffered wounds and fell. !8Judas also 
fell, and his men fled. 

‘Jonathan and Simon took Judas their 
brother and buried him in the tomb of his 


| fathers in Modein. 2°They wept for him, and 


all Israel mourned him with great lamenta- 
tion for many days, saying, 

“How the mighty is fallen, Israel’s savy- 
ior.” 

22Now the abundant acts of Judas—his 
wars, the brave things he did, and his great- 
ness—are not recorded, for there were far 
too many. 


™®, Jonathan Succeeds His Brother .<- 

‘After Judas’s death, the lawless 
emerged in all the regions of Israel, and all 
those rose up who worked evil. “4In those 
days, there was a very great famine, and 
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the nation deserted with the svildvere to 
Bacchides, 25He chose godless men and ap- 
pointed them lords of the country. #These 
men sought out and searched for the allies 
of Judas, bringing them to Bacchides. He 
took vengeance on them and mocked them. 
27There was great perplexity in Israel, such 
as had not been seen since the days when 
the prophets: ceased to be seen in their 
midst. | 

28Then all of Judas’s friends came to- | 
gether and spoke to Jonathan.?' 2°“Since 
your brother Judas died, a man like him has 
not come out to take on our enemies, 
namely Bacchides and those from our coun- | 
try who hate us. ““Therefore, we have now | 
chosen you this day to replace him as our 
ruler and be our leader ‘in battle” 3150 
Jonathan accepted the command at once 
and rose up in the place of Judas his brother. | 





~ Jonathan Takes on Bacchides s> 

32When Bacchides heard this. he sought 
to: kill him. 33But- Jonathan, Simon -his | 
brother, and everyone: with him knew: Of | 
this; and they escaped ta: the desert of | 
Tekoa and camped near the: waters of the | 
pool of Asphar. **Bacchides discovered this 
on the Sabbath, and he and his army all | 
crossed over the Jordan. | 

3S0 Jonathan sent John«his nother as 
leader of the people, and he begged his 
Nabatean friends for approval to store 
their huge amount of baggage with them.t 
But the sons of Jambri from Medeba 
came out and seized John, and left with 
everything he had. 

31 After these things happened, they told 
Jonathan and his brother Simon, saying; 
“The sons of Jambri are holding a great 
marriage feast, and they are bringing the | 
bride from Nadabath, a daughter of one of | 
the great noblemen of Canaan, with a huge 
convoy.” **They remembered the blood of 
John their brother, and went up and hid un- 
der the cover of the mountain. **They 
raised their eyes and looked, and behold, 
there was a noisy crowd coming with much 
baggage. The bridegroom also came forth 
with his friends and brothers to meet them 
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with tambourines; the musicians 
many weapons. “°Jonathan’s men r ros ang 
against them from an ambush and kill y 
them. Many of the wounded also fell, 
the rest fled to the mountain. So they ta 
all their spoils. 4’ The wedding was Changes 
to mourning, and the sound of the Us). 
cians became like a dirge. “Thus they 
avenged their brother’s blood and returne 
to the low ground of the Jordan. | 
4Bacchides then heard of this anda 
rived with a large army on:the Sabbath 
the banks of the Jordan. 44So Jonathan sai t 
to those with him, “Let us stand and figh 
for our lives, for today is not as yester 
or the day before. Behold, the battle is be. 
fore us and behind us. The water of the Jor. 
dan is on this side and that, and the loy 
ground and thicket is not the place to tun 
aside. Now therefore, cry out to heaven 


| that you may be saved from the hand of our 


adversaries.” *7So the battle was joined 
and Jonathan reached out_his hand tai 
strike Bacchides, who ducked aside and 
went behind him. #*Then Jonathan and hi 
forces jumped into the Jordan River, swim: 
ming to the other, side: Bacchides and his 
army did not cross over the Jordan to strike 
them. #About a thousand of Bacchides’ sot | 
diers fell on that day. | 

°Bacchides then returned to Jerusalem 
and. built fortified cities in Judea: the 
fortresses were in Jericho, and in Emmais 
Beth-horon, Bethel, Timnath, Pharathol 
and Tephon, all with high walls, gates, al 





bars. °'He also placed a guard in them, a 


they. were hostile-to Israel. 5Then he 
strengthened the cities of Beth-zur 
Gazara, and the citadel, and placed armie 
in them with stores of provisions. He # 
seized the sons of the rulers of the at 
holding them hostage under armed ae 
at the citadel in Jerusalem. 


“=. Attempted Destruction = — 
at the Temple > | A 
“Then in the one hundred fifty-thl : 
year, in the second month, Alcimus iss! 
the command to take down the wall 0 tah 
inner court of the sanctuary. Then het 
down the work of the prophets and starte 





9:28-30 The Jews elected Jonathan as their new military leader in 159 ac, When latches found oi, 
about the election, he tried to have Jonathan assassinated (v. 32). When that failed, he marched a 
the Jews on the Sabbath, thinking that he would take them by surprise (v. 34). ibe: 
9:35-42 One of the remaining brothers, John, was killed by the sons of Jambri, apparently a local t 


while journeying to the Nabateans in the Transjordan (Josephus), 
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| “Then he arrived and camped at Bethbasi 


gines of war. ®But Jonathan left Simon his 


to destroy it.t 5At that instant, Aleimus was 
stricken, his mischief was thwarted, his 
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Bacchides and to obtain freedom for the 
captives. 7!Bacchides accepted the proposal 











mouth was shut up, and he, became para- | and swore-to Jonathan he would not harm 
lyzed. He could not even speak a word so as | him all the days of his life.t He returned to 


to give orders concerning his property. 56So 
Alcimus died then and there in great pain. 
5When Bacchides saw that. Alcimus had 
died, he returned to King Demetrius, Thus 


him the hostages taken earlier from the 
land of Judah. Then he returned to his 
homeland and made no further attempt to 
come into their country. Thus the sword 


the land of Judah was peaceful for two years. | was laid down in Israel, Then Jonathan set- 
8Soon, all the lawless men. deliberated | tled down,in Michmash, where he began to 


among themselves, saying, “Behold, | 
Jonathan and those with him are living in 

peace and certitude. Now, therefore, let us 

bring Bacchides back here, and he will 

seize them all in one night.” °So they went 

and conversed with him, "and he departed | 
to come with a large army, secretly sending 
letters to all his allies:in Judea, telling them 
to capture Jonathan and-those. with him. 
But they could not.do so, because their plot | 
had been discovered. ®!So Jonathan and his | 
men caught about fifty of their countrymen | 
who were the leaders of the agitaticn, and | 
killed them. - | 





æ Bacchides’ Forces Are Crushed | 
Then Jonathan, Simon, and those with 


| them departed for Bethbasi in the desert, | 


and rebuilt the outpost that had been de- | 
Stroyed and strengthened it. “When Bac- 
chides heard of this, he gathered all his 
army and sent orders to the men of Judea. 


ee — 


and attacked it for many days, making en- 


brother in the city, and headed out into the 
country with a handful of men. ®*He struck 
Odomera and his brothers and the sons of 

hasiron inside their tents. Then he 
launched his attack and entered into battle 
with his armies. *7Meanwhile Simon and 
those with him came out of the city and set 


On fire the engines of war. “Once they took 


€ offensive against Bacchides, he was 


| rushed by them. They upset him greatly 


because his plan of attack was in vain. 
Also, he was filled with rage at his’ advi- 
‘ors, the lawless men’ who urged him to 


| COme into the country. So he killed many of 


“fe and then decided to return home. 
ws When Jonathan learned of these 
vents, he sent envoys to make peace with 





i The wall of the inner court of the temple had multiple functions, First, it separated the priests 
| cn the laity, Secondly, it divided the men from the women. Lastly and most importantly, it kept Gen- 


ti | 
les from entering the sacred areas of the temple. 


judge,the people and to destroy the un- 
godly men of Israel. 


= Alexander Appoints Jonathan 
High Priest = 

] Then in the one hundred and sixti- 

eth year, Alexander, the son of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, went forth and con- 
quered Ptolemais. They made him wel- 
come, and he reigned there. 7But when 
Demetrius the king learned this, he gath- 
ered a huge army and went out to battle 
him. *Demetrius also sent a letter to 
Jonathan with peaceful words-to’ flatter 


| him. #For he said, “Let us act with foresight 


to make peace. with him before..he sides 
with Alexander against us. °For he will re- 
call the evils we carried out against him, 
and against his brothers and his nation.” 
“So the king gave authority to Jonathan to 
assemble an army, prepare weapons, and 
be his ally. He also ordered the hostages in 
the citadel to be released to him. | 
‘Then Jonathan entered Jerusalem and 
read the letter in the presence of all the 
people and those in the citadel. *They were 
very frightened when they heard the king 
had given Jonathan authorization to as- 
semble an army. So the men in the citadel 
returned the hostages to Jonathan, and he 
brought them back to their parents. 
Soon, Jonathan settled in Jerusalem 
and began to reconstruct the city. !!He also 
told the workers to build the walls to sur- 
round Mount Zion with square-cut stones 


for fortification, which they did. !2Then the 


foreigners who had been in their fortresses 
built by Bacchides fled. Each one left his 
place and departed into his’ own land. 
“Only some in Beth-zur who had forsaken 
the law and the commandments remained, 
for it was a place of refuge, 


1 


1 Bacchides finally realized that the Maccabees were the controlling force in Judean politics, so he 


vade peace with them, 
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When King Alexander heard about the 
proposals Demetrius had sent to Jonathan, 
and was told about the battles and the 
courageous deeds done by Jonathan and 
his brothers (as well as what they had suf- 
fered), She said, “Where will we find an- 
other like this man? Let us make him our 
friend and our ally.” !7So he wrote a letter 
and sent it to him, saying: 

'8“Alexander the king to Jonathan his 
brother, greetings. 19We have heard you 
are a mighty warrior and suitable to be 
our friend. 2°So now we appoint you to- 
day as high priest of your people and 
command that you be called a friend of 
the king (he also sent him a purple robe 
and a golden crown). We ask you to 
agree with our interests and maintain 
friendship with us.” 
4ISo Jonathan, in the seventh. month of 

the one hundred and sixtieth year, put on 
the holy robe at the Feast of Tabernacles: 
Then he gathered an army and stockpiled 
many weapons. 


=~ Demetrius I Writes to Jonathan s7 
“When Demetrius heard these reports, 
he was disturbed and said, 23“What is this 
that we have done? Alexander has upstaged 
us by forming a friendship with the Jews for 
support! “I also will write them words of 
encouragement and promise them glory 
and gifts, that they may be my Support.” 
“So he sent them the following message: 
“King Demetrius to the nation of the 
Jews, greetings. 26Since you have kept 
your agreements with us and maintained 


our friendship, and have not sided with | 
our enemies, we have learned of this and | 


rejoice, Even now, do continue to keep 
faith with us, and we will repay you good 
things for your deeds. 28We will grant you 
many prerogatives and give you gifts. 
“At this time I am releasing and ex- 
empting all Jews from tribute and salt 
taxes and from crown levies. °°Further- 
more, instead of handing over to me a 
third of the harvest and half of the fruit of 
the trees, which | am due, I cancel them 
from this day forward and beyond, | will 
not extract them from those of Judah, nor 
from the three provinces annexed to them 
from Samaria and Galilee from now on. 


31Jn addition, let Jerusalem and her vicini- 
ties be set apart and released from tithes | 
and taxes. I am also releasing my con- 


trol of the citadel in Jerusalem, and | give 
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it to the high priest, that he MAY plas 
men in it whom he himself ch = 
guard it. “So every soul of the Jews t 
captive from the land of Judah into all er 
kingdom | release freely Without 
ment. Let all officials also cancel the g, 
ties on their livestock. 

“Moreover, all the feasts, the Sah, 
baths, the new moons, the ADDOIntey 
days, as well as the three days Drior 
the feast and three after the feast, let a 
these days be established as exempt and 
released for the Jews in my kingdom 
No one will have the power to exa 
anything from them or to trouble any of 
them about anything. 

36“Let the number of Jews in the 
of the king be limited to thirty thousani 
men, and let the stipend that is due to aj. 
the troops of the king be paid to then. 
“Some of them are to be established in 
the great fortresses of the king, and som 
dre to be set in positions of trust wher 
ever the kingdom has need. Let their off 
cers and leaders be taken from them, ani 
let them live by their own laws, as the 
king commanded in the land of Judah 

’8“As for the three provinces added t 
Judea from the country of Samaria, 
them be considered as one, so.it may m 
be subject to any other authority thal 
the high priest. 31 have given Ptolemai 
and the land adjoining it as gifts to th’ 
sanctuary in Jerusalem, for regular & 
penses in the sanctuary. I also grant fl 
teen thousand silver shekels yearly ou 
of the king's revenues from the approp! 
ate places. *!Even all the surplus the off 
cials did not pay as in the first yea® 
from now on they will give for the W 
of the temple. Moreover, the five tho 
sand shekels of silver which the offic i 
received every year from the income 
the sanctuary, these are also cance 





because they belong to the priests © 


minister there. “Further, whoever t8, 
refuge at the temple in Jerusalem a 
any of its vicinities because he OW, 
royal payment or any debt, let him vet | 
leased and receive back all his PrP’ — 
in my kingdom, ait 
“The expense of rebuilding 
restoring the structures of thesar tt 
is also to be paid from the king nuilt 
enue. “Then too, the expenses Of Tet. gi 
ing the walls of Jerusalem and thf og 
fications around it are to be pai 
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the king's revenue, and also the rebuild- | with splendor to Ptolemais and there met 
ing of the walls in Judea.” the two monarchs, He offered them silver 
«ofi | : 4. | and gold, and gave their friends numerous 
3 bi Offer Rejected, Demetrius Killed = gifts. Thus he found favor with them. 
‘But when Jonathan and the people | ` 6iThen some troublemakers from Israel, 
heard these words, they did not believe or i 


| | lawless men, also gathered against 
accept them, because they remembered the | Jonathan to accuse him, but the king paid 
great wrongs Demetrius had done in Israel no attention to them: 62The king then gave 
and how badly he had afflicted them. 47S0 command to remove Jonathan’s clothes 
they favored Alexander, because he was 


. | and robe him in purple; and they did. 
the first to offer peaceable words to them; | 6&Then the king seated him with himself 
therefore, they remained allied with him all 


and said to his leaders, “Go out with him 
a KBYS: fi | into the midst of the city and proclaim that 
Now King Alexander assembled a | no one should accuse him concerning any 
large army and took position opposite | matter; and let no one trouble him for any 
Demetrius. “The two kings met in battle, | cause.” {So it was that when his accusers 
and the army of Demetrius fled. Alexander saw the honor given him according to the 
took pursuit and defeated them. 5°He proclamation, and saw him robed in pur- 
fought very hard until sunset, and Deme- ple, they fled. Thus the king honored him 
trius fell on that day. and inscribed him among his close friends. 
He also appointed him general and provin- 
cial governor. “Then Jonathan departed to 
Jerusalem with peace and gladness of 
| heart. 


~ Alexander Weds Cleopatra 27 
Then Alexander sent envoys to 
Ptolemy the king of Egypt with the follow- 
ing message: 
92“Since I returned to my kingdom and 


SS SS Oe 


œ. Demetrius H Appoints Apollonius -= 
have taken the throne of my fathers and 57Now in the one hundred and sixty-fifth 
established my rule (for I defeated | year, Demetrius, the son of Demetrius, trav- 
Demetrius and secured control of my | eled from Crete to-the land of his fathers. 
country; °°] faced him in war and he and | 68When King Alexander heard it, he was 
his forces were destroyed by us; and we | very distressed and went back to Antioch: 
indeed have sat down upon the throne of | Then. Demetrius appointed Apollonius 
his kingdom), °*now let us build a friend- | governor of Coele-Syria. Apollonius gath- 
ship with each other. Give me your | ered a large army and marched against 
daughter in marriage, and I will become | Jamnia. He sent, word to Jonathan the high 
your son-in-law. I will give you gifts wor- | priest, saying: 

thy of both you and her.” “You alone rose up against us, but I 
_ Then Ptolemy the king answered, say- was ridiculed and disgraced because of 
ing: you. Why do you maintain authority over 
us in the hill country? 7!Now therefore, if 
you trust in your army, come down 
against us in the plain, and let us judge 
together for ourselves there, for I have an 
army of the cities: Inquire and learn 
who I am, and the others who help us. 
They tell us there is no place for your 
foot to stand before us, because your fa- 
thers were put to flight twice in their 
land. “Even now, you shall not be able to 
withstand such a cavalry and army in the 
plain, where there is neither stone nor 
pebble nor any place to flee.” 


s Jonathan Defeats Apollonius s> _ 
“But when Jonathan heard the words of 
Apollonius, he was moved to action. He 
chose ten thousand men and departed from 
Jerusalem, and his brother Simon joined to 


“It was a good day when you went | 
back to your fathers’ homeland and oc- 
Cupied the throne of their kingdom. 

| *’Now I will do for you what you re- 
| quested, so meet me at Ptolemais, that- 
| we might see each other; and I will be 
your father-in-law, as you asked.” 
"Then Ptolemy left Egypt along with his | 
daughter Cleopatra, and reached Ptolemais 
i the one hundred and sixty-second year. 
King Alexander met him there, and 
P tolemy gave him his daughter Cleopatra 
in marriage. He celebrated her wedding in | 
lolemais with great pageantry, in royal 
Manner. 


~% Jonathan Made Governor 


J “Then King Alexander wrote for 
nathan to meet him. “So he journeyed 
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help him. He took up a position at Joppa, 
but the men of that city shut its gates: for 
Apollonius had a band of soldiers in Joppa. 
So Jonathan attacked them. 7°Then the men 


of Joppa became fearful and opened the 


gates; and Jonathan captured Joppa. 

‘When Apollonius got word of it, he 
gathered three thousand cavalry and a siz- 
able army and marched into Azotus,: as 
though he were going beyond. But he went 
ahead into the plain, since he had a large 
cavalry and trusted in it. Jonathan chased 
him to Azotus, and there the armies joined 
in battle. But Apollonius secretly had left 
a thousand cavalry behind. ®°Jonathan dis- 
covered there was an ambush behind him, 
for they encircled his army and shot arrows 
at his troops from morning till- sundown. 
‘l\But-his army stood. their: ground, as 
Jonathan had ordered, and ‘their cavalry 
grew tired. i 

‘Then Simon brought in his army and 
confronted the phalanx in baitie (for the 
cavalry had grown tired); and they were 
crushed by him and fled. 83When the cay- 
alry was scattered on the plain, they re- 
treated to Azotus, entering Beth-dagon, 
their pagan temple. to hide.°*%Then 
Jonathan set Azotus and the surrounding 


cities on fire and took spoils from them | 


The temple of Dagon’ and those who took 
refuge in it were burned up in the fire.t 8550 
eight thousand men fell by the sword along 
with those who were killed by the fire. 
Then Jonathan left there and camped 


opposite Ashkelon, and the men of the city 


came out with great ceremony to meet him. 
“Jonathan and the men with him later 
went back to Jerusalem with many spoils, 


Thus when King Alexander heard these 


reports, he proceeded to honor Jonathan 
again.! So he sent him a golden buckle, as 
was customary to give to the relatives of 
kings. He also gave to him Ekron and all its 
regions as his possession. 


l gether a large army, like sand along 
the seashore, and many ships; and. he 
sought to obtain possession of Alexander’s 
kingdom by deceit, and to add it to his 


æ. Ptolemy IV, Alexander Die ey 





10:84 Dagon (lit. “a fish”) was one of the 
sented by a man’s torso with the tail 





Then the king of Egypt gathered to- 





gods of the Philistines, a seafaring people, and was repre 
of a fish! Dagon had two temples mentioned in the Bible, on 





650 








kingdom. *So he set out for Syria With 
words of peace, and those from the Cities 
were open to him and met with him, 
cause King Alexander ordered them + 
meet him since he was his father-in-law 
‘But when Ptolemy entered the cities, he 
set a band of soldiers in every city. | 

‘But when they neared Azotus, they 
showed him the temple of Dagon Which 
had been burned, and Azotus and the Sur. 
rounding fortifications that were de. 
stroyed, and the bodies of those lying aboy 
whom Jonathan had burned in the war. for 
they made heaps of them in his path. They 
also told the king what Jonathan had done 
| So as to blame him; but the king remained 
| Silent. “Jonathan then met the king in 
Joppa with great ceremony, and they 
greeted each other and stayed the night 
| there. Jonathan journeyed with the king to 


| the river Eleutherus, and then went back to 


ly 
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| 
| Jerusalem. | 
` *Thus King Ptolemy ruled over the 
coastal cities as far as Seleucia by the sea 
and devised evil plans against Alexander 
"90 he sent ambassadors to King Deme- 
trius, saying, “Come, let us enter into a 
covenant with one another. I will give you 
my daughter, Alexander’s wife, in mar 
riage, and you will reign over your father’s 
kingdom. !°For I regret giving him my 
daughter, since he tried to kill me.” !!Thus, 
Ptolemy blamed Alexander because he dé 
sired his kingdom. .!2So he took back his 
daughter and gave her to Demetrius. 
Therefore he was estranged from Alexal- 
der, and their animosity was evident. 

'SThen Ptolemy entered Antioch and a 
sumed the crown of Asia. So he wore tw? 
crowns on his head, that of Egypt and thal 
of Asia. “But King Alexander was in Cilicl@ 
at this time, for the inhabitants there we 
in revolt. When Alexander heard of it, he 
engaged him in battle. So Ptolemy went 0 
with a mighty force and faced him, putt 
him to flight. “Then Alexander took refi! 
in Arabia, seeking safety, King Ptolent 
was held in great honor. “So Zabdiel | 
Arab cut off Alexander’s head and sent | 
Ptolemy. !8But King Ptolemy died three 4° 
later, and his garrisons in the fortreS* 


EE 
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Gaza (Jdg 16:21-30) and one at Ashdod (1Kg 5:5; 1Ch 10:10), 


10:88, 89 Alexander 
Gophna hills. 


recognized Jonathan as an equal—a far cry from the Jews' rebel days in the 








were destroyed by the inhabitants of those 
fortresses. '“Thus in the one hundred and 
sixty-seventh year, Demetrius became king. 
= Jonathan Finds Favor with — 
Demetrius II > 
0In those days, Jonathan gathered men 
from Judea to attack the citadel 


war for use against it. ?!But some lawless 


men who despised their nation came to the 


king and told him Jonathan would set siege 
to the citadel. 2?When the king heard this, 
he was enraged; and he broke camp and 
went to Ptolemais. He wrote Jonathan that 
he was to lift the siege, and to meet him in 
Ptolemais at once for a conference. 

43But when Jonathan heard. this, heis- 
sued orders to continue the siege. Then he 
chose-some elders of Israel and» some 
priests, and put himself in danger, 24For he 
took silver, gold, clothing, and many- other 
friendly gifts and went to the king in. Picle- 
mais. And Jonathan found favor with him. 
Again; some lawless men from the nation 
_ accused Jonathan. “But the king did ta ‘him 
| as those before him had done and exalted 
him in front of all his friends. 27He also con- 
firmed him in the high priesthood and 
whatever other honors he held: before; and 
considered him as one of his best friends. 
“Then Jonathan asked the king to exempt 
Judea from taxes along with the three 
Provinces and Samaria, and promised him 
three hundred talents. 297The king was 
pleased and wrote Jonathan a letter con- 
cerning all these things. Its message was as 
follows: 

“King Demetrius to his brother 
Jonathan and the nation of the Jews, 
greetings. 3!The copy of this letter which 
we wrote to Lasthenes our relative con- 
cerning you we have copied also to you, 
that you might know what it says. 32‘King 
Demetrius to his father Lasthenes, greet- 
ings. To the nation of the Jews, our 
friends, and who do what is right to- 
Wards us, we have decided to do good, 
because of their goodwill toward us. °4We 
have established the borders of Judea for 
them and the three provinces of 
Aphairema, Lydda, and Rathamin, They 
were added to Judea from Samaria, as 
well as all the areas bordering them. All 
Who offer sacrifices in Jerusalem we 
have released from the royal taxes which 
the king received from them each year, 





in | 
Jerusalem, and he built many engines of- 
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from the harvest of the earth and fruit of 
the trees. Any other payments due us 
from now on from the tithes, the salt pits, 
and the crown taxes—from all these we 
grant release. 3% None of these provisions 

will be cancelled from now on for all 
"time. ?/Now therefore, take heed to make 

a copy of this, and let it be given to 

Jonathan and put in a notable place on 
the holy mountain.’ ” 





œ Jonathan Aids Demetrius I] 7> 
33When King Demetrius saw the land 


| was peaceful before him and no one was 


opposed to him, he dismissed his troops, 
each to their own place, except the foreign 
soldiers whom: he had recruited as merce- 
naries from the islands of the nations. So 
all the soldiers who had served his fathers 


| hated him. Now Trypho formerly had 


| 


been one of Alexander’s supporters. He 
saw that all the soldiers complained 
against Demetrius. So he approached 
lmalkue the Arab, who: was-rearing Anti- 
ochus, the young son of Alexander. He in- 
sistec that he hand Antiochus over to him, 
So as to make him king in place of his fa- 


ther. He told Imalkue everything Demetrius 


| had done and the hatred his troops had for 


him; and he remained there many days. 

“Meanwhile, Jonathan sent to King 
Demetrius the request that he remove the 
soldiers in the citadel from Jerusalem as 
well as those in the fortresses; for they 
were at war with Israel. Then Demetrius 
sent to Jonathan, saying, “Not only will I do 
these things for you and your nation, but ] 
will greatly honor you and the Jewish na- 
tion when I have the opportunity. 8And you 
will do rightly to send me soldiers who will 
ally with me, because all my troops have 
revolted.” “So Jonathan sent three thou- 
Sand very able men to him at Antioch. 
When they came to the king, he was very 
glad at their arrival. 

Then men from the city gathered 
within the city, a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand of them, and they wanted to kill the 
King. “But the king fled into the palace, 
and those from the city seized the streets of 
the city, and they began to fight, 47So the 
king summoned the Jews for help, and they 
all rallied around him and dispersed 
throughout the city, On that day they killed 
about one hundred thousand men. They 
set the city on fire, took many spoils on that 
day, and rescued the king, 49When the men 
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of the city realized the Jews had gained 
control of the city at will, they lost their 
courage and called out to the king with this 
request: °°“Restore the peace and make the 
Jews quit fighting us and the city.” 5!So 
they threw down their weapons and made 
peace. Then the Jews were honored before 
the king and before all those in his king- 
dom. After this, they returned to Jerusalem 
with many spoils. 

“Thus King Demetrius ruled on the 
throne of his kingdom, and the land was 
peaceful before him. **But he broke his 
word about everything he promised 
Jonathan. Thus he became estranged from 
him, and did not repay Jonathan the favors 
he had done for him, but greatly afflicted 
him. 





æ% Antiochus VI Honors Jonathan =- 

“Later, Trypho returned and had with 
him the young boy Antiochus, who put on 
the crown and became. king. Aji. the 
troops who had cursed Demetrius gathered 
around him. They fought. against: Deme- 
trius, who was put to flight. “Trypho then 
captured the elephants and gained control 
of Antioch. 57So Antiochus the younger 
wrote to Jonathan, saying, “I confirm you 
in the high priesthood, set you over the four 
provinces, and you will be one of the king’s 
friends.” °8He also sent him gold cups to 
serve him at table, and gave him authority 
to drink from these, to dress in purple, and 
to wear a golden buckle. 59He then estab- 
lished Simon his brother as general from 
the Ladder of Tyre to the boundary of 
Egypt. 


Then Jonathan departed and journeyed | 


beyond the river and in the cities. The en- 
tire army of Syria gathered around him as 


allies. When he went into Askelon, the peo- | 
ple of the city met him and honored him. | 


ĉlFrom there, he left for Gaza, but when the 
inhabitants of Gaza shut him out, he be- 
sieged the city, set its surrounding fortifica- 
tions on fire, and plundered them. Thus 
the men of Gaza pleaded with Jonathan. He 
made peace with them, took the sons of 


their governors as hostages, and dis- 


patched them to Jerusalem. Then he trav- 
eled through the country, going as far as 
Damascus, | 

® Jonathan also got word the officers of 
Demetrius had arrived in Kadesh in Galilee 





Jonathan faced against Demetrius. 





| the next morning and marched to the plain 


652 | | 





with a sizable army. They intended to Pj 
him from office. “So he set out to mo 
them, but he left his brother Simon int 
country. Then Simon positioned him | 
at Beth-zur, and for many days fought 
against it and blocked it off. Then the peg, 
ple begged him for peace, and he granteg A 
to them. So he cast them out from ther 
took possession of the city, and placed, 
garrison in it. 

°/Now Jonathan and his soldiers camped 
by the lake of Gennesaret, and rose ear) 


of Hazor.t Then behold, the foreign army 
met him in the plain and set up an ambush 
against him in the mountains. But they 
themselves met him face to face. ®Then the 
men in the ambush rose up from their 
places- and joined the battle: AJ 
| Jonathan’s men fled. None of them re 
i mained except Mattathias, the son of Absa 
iom, and Judas, the son of Chalphi. com 
manders of ‘the’ armed forces. "$o 
Jonathan tore his garments, poured earth 
| on his head, and prayed. 72Then he turned 
i back to the battle and put the enemy to 
| flight. ?7When Jonathan’s men who had mn 
| away saw this, they returned and joined 
him in the pursuit of the enemy as far a 
Kadesh, and there they set up camp. “As 
many as three thousand of the foreim 
army fell that day. Then Jonathan weni | 


back to Jerusalem. 
] When Jonathan saw the time wë 
| right, he chose envoys and sei 
them to Rome to validate and renew friend: 
ship with them. 2Also, he sent letters " 
Sparta and other localities for the sam? 
reasons. ‘So they left for Rome, entered !* 
senate chamber, and said, “Jonathan, tH 
high priest, and the nation of the Jews 5% 
us here to renew the former friendship 2 
alliance between ourselves.” ‘Then the | 
Romans wrote letters to the citizens ” 
every place, so they might send forth 
ambassadors to the land of Judah in pean | 
‘This is the copy of the letters Wi! 
Jonathan wrote to the Spartans: $ 
“Jonathan the high priest, the ele 
of the nation, the priests, and the JeW A 
people to their brothers the Spartt 
greetings. ‘Some time earlier, lett 























~ Friendship Renewed with Rome 
and Sparta -=> i 





us š — 
11:67-74 The foreign army was from a conglomerate of tribes trying to take advantage of the strug9 | 


i 





brothers, as the attached copy indicates. 
8Onias received the envoy with honor, 
and he accepted the letters, which 
plainly showed the alliance and friend- 
ship. “Therefore, although we do not 
need these things, since we have the holy 
books in our hands, "we have decided to 
send and renew our brotherhood and 
friendship, so we would not be estranged 
from you. For significant time. has 
elapsed since you sent word to us. 
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were sent to Onias the high priest by Ar- | 
ius, who ruled over you, that you are our | 
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ment. They later returned and told him the 
army of Demetrius planned to attack the 
Jews at night. 27At sunset, Jonathan or- 
dered those with him to stay awake and to 
be ready with their weapons for a fight dur- 
ing the night. Then he sent out an advance 
guard to surround the camp. 2*When the 
enemy got word that Jonathan and his sol- 
diers were ready for battle, they were terri- 
fied at heart. So they lit fires in their camp 
and fled. 28But Jonathan and his men did 
not know this until it was morning, for they 
saw the firelight. 2°So Jonathan chased af- 








UTherefore at every opportunity, both on 
feast days and ordinary days, we remem- 
ber you unceasingly in the sacrifices we 


| ter them; but could not overtake them, be- 
| cause they crossed over the Eleutherus 
| River. 3!Then Jonathan turned aside 


offer and in our prayers, as it is right and | against the Arabs, called Zabadeans, and 
proper to remember brothers; !2for we | struck them and took their spoils. 22He then 
rejoice in your glory, '*But many troubles | broke camp and marched to Damascus and 


and many wars have surrounded us, and 


the kings around us have. fought against | 


us. '4We did not wish to frouble you and 
our other allies and friends with these 
wars. !°For we have had 
heaven assisting us, for we were. freed 
from our enemies, and they were hum- 
bled. '“Therefore we chose Numenius 
son of Antiochus and Antipater son, of 
Jason, and sent them to Rome to renew 
our former friendship. and alliance with 
them. We also ordered them to go to 
you, to greet you and give you these let- 
ters from us concerning the renewal of 
our brotherhood. !*Now then, please 
send us a reply.” | 
'9This is the copy of the letters they sent 
to Onias: 

“King Arius of the Spartans to Onias 
the high priest, greetings. 2'It has been 
Dut in writing regarding both the Spar- 
tans and the Jews that they are brothers, 
and are both of the family of Abraham. 
“So now that we know this, please write 
US concerning your welfare. #Thus we 
are writing to you that your cattle and 
DOSsessions are ours, and ours are yours. 
Therefore we order our ambassadors to 
report to you accordingly.” 





throughout all that country. 

33Mjeanwhile, Simon went out and 
marched as far as Askelon and the 
fortresses nearby, and turned aside to 


help from | Joppa and captured it. 34For he heard they 


wisned to hand over the fortress to the men 
sent by Demetrius. So he established a gar- 
rison there to guard it. 

When Jonathan returned, he assem- 
bled the elders of the people. Together, they 
decided to build fortresses in Judea, 36and 


to make the walls of Jerusalem even 


higher, and raise a great high wall between 


the citadel and the city to separate it from 


the city, so it would be isolated and its gar- 
rison could not buy nor sell goods. 37So 
they assembled to rebuild the city and part 
of the wall on the valley to the east that had 
fallen; thus he repaired the wall that is 
called Chaphenatha. °8Simon also built 
Adida in the Shephelah. They fortified it 
and set up bolted gates. | 


œ. Jonathan Captured, Troops Killed = 


“Then Trypho sought to rule Asia, to 
wear the crown, and to stretch forth his 
hand against King Antiochus. He also 
took precautions lest Jonathan would not 
permit it, but wage war against. him. So 
seeking to capture and destroy him, he 





™ Campaigns of Jonathan and Simon 7 


“Then Jonathan heard the officers. of 
emetrius had come back with a larger 
ar my than before to make war against him, 
So he marched out of Jerusalem and en- 
aged them in the area around Hamath, 
vile them no chance to invade his coun- 
"y. “So he sent out spies to their encamp- 


marched forth to Beth-shan. Then 
Jonathan went out to meet him With forty 
thousand soldiers chosen for battle, and he 
| came to Beth-shan, 42When Trypho saw 
that he came with a large army, he was 
afraid to stretch forth his hand against him 
'8Sohe received him honorably and met 
him with all his friends. He gave gifts to 


Peal 
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Jonathan, and ordered his friends and his 
own troops to obey him as himself. “Then 
he said to Jonathan, “Why have you trou- 
bled all these men? We are not at war! 
4SNow send them home; but choose a few 
soldiers for yourself to be with you. Then 
come with me to Ptolemais, and I will give 
it over to you along with the rest of the 
fortresses and the remaining troops and of- 
ficers. Then 1 will turn around and go 
home, for that is why I came here.” 

46So Jonathan believed Trypho, and did 
as he had said and sent away the troops, 
who departed for the region of Judah. 4/But 
he kept three thousand soldiers with him, 
two thousand of which he left in Galilee, 
and a thousand who went with him. #But 
when Jonathan entered Ptolemais, the men 
of the city shut the gates and captured him, 
and they slew with the sword all who en- 
tered with him. 
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and children, for all the nations have 


4’Then Trypho sent soldiers and cavalry | 


Jonathan’s men. But when the soldiers 
learned that Jonathan and those with him 
had been captured and killed, they encour- 
aged each other to keep marching in close 
formation, ready for attack. °'But when the 
pursuers saw them ready to fight for their 
lives, they retreated. °2So they all came 
Safely to the land of Judah and cried out for 
Jonathan and his men. They were exceed- 
ingly afraid, and all Israel mourned greatly. 
Then all the nations. surrounding them 
tried to defeat them, saying, “There is none 
to lead them or to help them. Now then, let 
us Wage war against them and erase them 
from memory.” 


il had assembled a huge army to 
march on the land of Judah and crush it.t 
‘He saw the people were trembling with 
fear, so he went to Jerusalem and gathered 
everyone together. °He encouraged them, 
saying, “You know what my brothers and | 
and my father’s house have done concern- 
ing the laws and the sanctuary. You know, 


= Simon Leads His People + 


too, the wars and the crises we have seen. 


This is why all my brothers perished, all 
for the sake of Israel, and only I am left. 
‘Now may my life never be safeguarded in 





spiritual leader of Judea. 


13:12-19 When Simon learned that Jonathan was still 


“2 Now Simon learned that Trypho— 


into Galilee and the Great Plain. to kill all | suard.! INOW Simon set up camp in Adida, 
opposite the plain. When Trypho heard 


; — ————— — 


time of trouble, for I am in no way b 
than my brothers. “Thus I will avenge 
nation and this sanctuary and your wiy 

hate. 





fully gathered to destroy us.” 


‘Thus he rekindled the spirit of the Ps ) 


ple when they heard these words. 8The 
responded with a loud voice, saying, “Yo 
lead us in place of Judas and your brother 
Fight our wars, and we will do everythin, 
you tell us.” !°So he gathered all the me, 
of fighting age and rushed to finish the 
walls of Jerusalem; he fortified the city on 
all sides. ''Then he sent Jonathan son of 
Absalom with a sizable army to Joppa 
and he drove out its people and remained 
there. | 
< Trypho Kills Jonathan 7- 
'2Mfeanwhile, Trypho left from Ptolemais 


with a large force to come into the land of 
Judah. Jonathan accompanied him under 


lihat Simon had risen up in place of his 


13:1-11 The last of the original Maccabees, Simon was elected to take Jonathan’s place as military and 


road leading to Adora. But Simon and h 
-army advanced along opposite him eve 





brother Jonathan and was about to face 
nim in battle, he sent men to’ him, saying 
io" We are detaining your brother Jonathan 
because of the silver he owed the royal 
treasury and for which he is responsible. 
\6Now send a hundred talents of silver and 
two of his sons as hostages, that when hes 


| freed he will not rise up against us; then we 


will free him.” !’?Simon sensed they welt 
speaking to him deceitfully, but he sent for 


the silver and the sons, lest he arouse grea! 


hostility among the people, for they mist 


say, '8“Because Simon did not give him tit - 
money and the sons, Jonathan perished. 


Then he sent the sons and the hundre 
talents. But Trypho acted with deceit and 
would not free Jonathan. 

Later, Trypho arrived to invade Judah 
to destroy it, and they circled around t 


place he went. Then men from the citade 


sent ambassadors to Trypho, urging him 


come to them through the desert and sé" ‘| 


food for them. 22Trypho then prepared ® 
his cavalry to come, but there was a he 


snowfall that night, and he could not må ie 


through the deep snow. Instead, he © 


alive—they had thought he was dead—and be 


ing held captive, he negotiated with Trypho, who double-crossed him, rie 





re 


heal! 





oe 
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parted and went into Gilead,t 22But when 
he came near Bascama, he slew Jonathan 
and buried him there.t 24Then Trypho 
turned and went to his own country. 
25Simon sent men and gathered the re- 
mains of his brother Jonathan and buried 
him in Modein, the city of his fathers. 26All 
Israel mourned him with great lament for 
many days. “‘Simon also built up the tomb 
of his father and brothers with polished 
stone in front and back, making it high 


enough to be seen. He then built seven | 


pyramids, one opposite the other, for his fa- 
ther and his mother and his four brothers. 
227Around these pyramids he made engines 
of war, building massive pillars around 
them, and upon these pillars he placed 
suits of armor for a. perpetual memorial, 
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all the grants we made to you stay intact, 
and let the fortresses you built remain in 
your keeping. “*We also forgive the mis- 
takes committed up to the present day as 
well, and remove the crown tax you owe. 
If any other tax has been exacted in 
Jerusalem, let it be no longer exacted. “If 
some of your men are suited for enroll- 
ment in our bodyguard, let them be en- 
rolled. And may there be peace among 
us.” 

The yoke. of the Gentiles was lifted 


from Israel in the one hundred and seventi- 





and alongside the suits of armor he made | 


carved ships, so they could be seen by 
everyone Sailing the sea. 2°This tomb which 
he made in Modein exists until this dav. 
w Demetrius I] Honors Simon = 
3INow Trypho also dealt wickedly with 


=e 


| 


young Antiochus the-king and murdered | 


him.t 32Then he became. king in his place 


| 


eth year. Then the people began to record 
in their letters and contracts, “In the first 
year of Simon, the great high priest and 
commander and ruler of the Jews.”t 


~ Simon Secures Gazara 
and Jerusalem -= 
IJn those days Simon camped at Gazara, 
surrounding it with soldiers. He also built 
an engine of war, brought it to the city, and 
struck and seized one tower.' Then the 
men in the siege engine jumped out and 
ran into the city, and there was a great com- 


motion in Gazara. The men in the city 


and wore the crown of Asia, bringing great | 


adversity to the land. 2%Simon 
strengthened the fortresses in Judea, sur- 
rounding them with high towers and with 
thick walls and gates and bolts, storing pro- 
visions in the fortresses. “*Also Simon se- 
lected men and sent them to King 
Demetrius to bring relief for the country, 
for all Trypho’s actions were violent. 
*Then the king sent him a positive answer 
and wrote him this letter: 

36“King Demetrius to Simon the high 
priest, friend of kings, and to the elders 
and the Jewish nation, greetings. *’We 
received the crown of gold and the palm 
branch you sent. We are ready to declare 
general peace with you and to order our 
Officials to cancel your taxes, “Indeed, 





thus | 


a a o 


also climbed up onto the wall with their 
wiyes and children, tearing their clothes 
and crying with a loud voice, pleading with 
Simon to make peace with them. **They 
said, “Treat us not according to our evil 
deeds, but according to your mercy.” *7So 
Simon made an agreement with them and 
ceased waging war against them. But he 
cast them out of the city and purified the 
houses that contained idols. Thus he en- 


tered Gazara with hymns and blessings. 


48He also cast out all uncleanness from it 
and settled men there who would keep the 


law. Then he fortified it and built a dwelling 


there for himself, 

49But the men in the citadel at Jerusalem 
were prevented from coming and going in 
the region to buy and to sell. So they were 


13:22 A providential snow storm stopped Trypho short of crushing the Maccabees. 

13:23-30 Jonathan was killed at Bascama in 142 sc (Josephus). Simon recovered the body and buried it 
at Modein with the rest of their family. 

13:31, 32 Trypho was the first king not of the Seleucid house. According to Josephus, Trypho had his 
Physicians tell the public Antiochus had died during surgery while they were trying to remove " 

a stone,” 

13:42 Historians consider Simon the first ruler of the Hasmonean dynasty. After years of warfare, the 
Jews were finally freed from the yoke of the Seleucids, 

13:43-53 Simon defeated Gazara and set up his son, John, as commander of forces (v, 53) and as high 
Priest (16:24) from 134-104 ac, The citadel garrison, half starved, also gave in to Simon, who entered 
triumphantly, (vv. 49, 50). This fortress was the final Seleucid stronghold, and its overthrow symbolized 
the hard-won freedom of the Jewish people. | 
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extremely hungry; even the strong among 
them were dying of hunger. °°When they 
called out to Simon to be at peace with 
them, he did so and then cast them out 
from there, purifying the citadel from its 
defilements. ®5!They entered it on the 


twenty-third day of the second month of | 
the one hundred and seventy-first year 
with praise and palm branches, and with 


lyres, cymbals, and stringed instruments, 
and with hymns and songs, because a great 
enemy had been defeated and cast out of 
Israel. °2Thus Simon ordered that each year 
they should commemorate this day with ju- 
bilation. When the temple mount was forti- 
fied along with the citadel, he himself and 
his men lived there. Then Simon noted 
that his son John had reached adulthood. 
So he appointed him commander of all the 
army, and he lived in Gazara. 


= A Tribute to Simon -=> 

] Then in the one hundred and 

seventy-second year, King Deme- 
trius gathered his troops and went into 
Media to enlist help for himself to wage 
war against Trypho. 2When Arsaces, king 
of Persia and Media, learned that 
Demetrius had entered his borders, he sent 
one of his officers to capture him alive. 350 
he set out and attacked the camp of 
Demetrius, and captured him and brought 
him to Arsaces, who put him in prison. 


+ The land of Judah was peaceful all the 
days of Simon, 
And he sought the good of his 
nation, 
And his leadership and his glory 
pleased them all his days. 
9 Then in all his glory he took Joppa for 
a harbor 
And made an entrance to the islands 
of the sea. 
6 He enlarged his nation’s borders 
And gained control of his country. 
’ He also gathered many captives 
And ruled Gazara and Beth-zur and 
the citadel. 

When he removed from it the 
uncleanness, 

No one opposed him. 

8 They farmed their land in peace, 
And the land gave forth its produce, 
And the trees of the plain their fruit. 

9 Elders sat in the streets, 

Talking together of good things; 


| 
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And the young men wore the glories 
and apparel of war. 
10 He supplied the cities with food 
And furnished them with weapons og 
defense, 
Until his fame spread to the ends of 
the earth. 
ıt He established peace in the land, 
And Israel rejoiced with great delight 
2 Each one sat under his vine and fig 
tree, 
And no one made them afraid. 
t3: He caused war to cease in the land, 
_ And kings were defeated in those days _ 
14 He fortified all the humble among his 
people; — | | : 
He demanded adherence to the law 
And removed all the lawless and evil 
men. | 
15 He beautified the sanctuary 
And multiplied the vessels of the 
sanctuary. 


= Alliances Renewed with Rome 
and Sparta 7- 
t6When it was heard in Rome and as far 
away as Sparta that Jonathan had died, | 
they were in great sorrow. !7But when they 
heard that his brother Simon had been 
made high priest in his place and was rul- 
ing over the land and the cities in it, !*they | 
wrote to him on bronze plaques to renew 
the friendship and alliance they had built 
with him and with his brothers Judas ani 
Jonathan. !9These tablets were read before 
all the people gathered in Jerusalem. _ 
0This is a copy of the letters the Spar 
tans sent: | 
“The leaders and the city of the Spa" 
tans, to Simon, the high priest, and thè | 
elders and the priests, and to all the Je 
ish people, our brothers, greetings. “1! | 
ambassadors who were sent by you 0 | 
our people told us about your glory 2 
honor, and we were overjoyed at th i 
coming, So we recorded what was °°" 
by them in our public decrees as follow 
‘Numenius, son of Antiochus, and : 
tipater, the son of Jason, ambassado!® 
the Jews, came to renew their frien’ i 
with us. “Our citizens were pleased © | 
ceive them honorably and to place & € 7 
of their words in the public archive", 
the people of the Spartans might ha" 5 
record of them. They also sent a COP 
this to Simon the high priest.’ ” 
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“Later, Simon dispatched Numenius 
Rome with a large gold shield that weighed 


a thousand minas, to verify the alliance 
with them. 








=~ A Bronze Plaque for Simon m 
“The people heard these words and they 
said, “How can we show our gratitude to Si- 
mon and his sons? 26For he, his brothers, 
and his father’s house stood strong and 
waged war with the enemies of Israel by 
themselves, and secured her freedom.” So 





they wrote these words on bronze tablets | 


and put them on the pillars on Mount 
Zion, 2’and this is a copy of what they 
wrote: 


“On the eighteenth day of Elul. in the | 


hundred and seventy-second year, which 
is the third year of the great high priest 
Simon in the court of God’s people, 28at 
the large gathering of the priests and 
people and the rulers of the nation and 
the elders of the land. the following was 
made known to us: 

““Since there have often been wars in 
the country, Simon the son of Mattathias. 
priest of the sons of Joarib, with’ his 
brothers, placed themselves at risk and 
Opposed their nation’s adversaries, so 
their sanctuary and the law would be 
protected; and they honored their nation 
with great glory. “Jonathan also rallied 
their nation, was made their high priest, 
and was brought before his people. 


When their adversaries chose to invade | 


their country and seize their sanctuary, 
*2Simon set out to wage war for his coun- 


try. He spent large amounts of his own- 
money, and supplied weapons to the sol- 


diers in his nation’s army, and paid them 
wages, **Thus he strengthened the cities 


of Judea, and Beth-zur on the boundary | 


of Judea, where the weapons of the en- 
emy were kept; and he established there 
a garrison of Jews. *4He also strength- 
ened Joppa by the sea and Gazara on the 


boundary of Azotus, where the enemy | 
had previously lived. He moved the Jews 


there and supplied them with whatever 
they needed for their welfare. 


“When the people saw Simon’s de- | 


Dendability and the glory he was com- 
mitted to bring to his nation, they chose 
him as their ruler and high priest, be- 
Cause he did all these things and because 
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of the righteousness and good faith he 
kept toward his nation. In every way he 
tried to honor his people. Under his 
rule, everything he touched prospered, 
and he drove out the Gentiles from the 
land. The men in the city of David in 
Jerusalem had made a citadel for them- 
selves, from which they went out and de- 
filed the vicinity of the Sanctuary and 
caused great harm to its purity. 27Then he 
settled Jews in it and strengthened it for 
the security of the country and the city, 
and built up the walls of Jerusalem to 
greater heights. 
_ 8"TIn light of these accomplishments, 
King Demetrius established him in the 
high priesthood. 39He also made him one 
of his friends and showed him great 
honor. *#°For he heard the Jews were 
called friends, allies, and brothers by the 
Romans and that they had received Si- 
mon’s ambassadors with honor 
4\“Thus the Jews and the priests were 
pleased that Simon should be their ruler 
and high priest forever, until a faithful 
prophet should arise. They were also 
pleased that he should be their governor, 
and take responsibility for the Sanctuary 
and choose workers to meet its needs, and 
to look after the country, the weapons 
and the fortresses. Indeed they decided 
he should look after the Sanctuary and 
be obeyed by all, that all the contracts of 
the nation should be drafted with his sig- 
nature, and that he should be vested in 
purple and gold. 

“None of the people or the priests 
were to be allowed to repeal any of these 
things, or say anything in Opposition to 
him, or hold an assembly of the people 
without him, or be clothed in purple, or 
wear a gold buckle, 45Anyone who 
should do anything contrary to these de- 
cisions or nullify any of them was to be 
held liable. : 

46“All the people resolved that Simon 
should act according to these decisions. 
‘So Simon consented, agreeing to be- 
come high priest, and to be the governor 
and ethnarch of the Jews and priests and 
the guardian of all.” 

They commanded that this decree be 
inscribed on bronze tablets and be put ina 
public place near the sanctuary. Copies 








14:26 The bronze tablets served as a national declaration of independence for the Jewish nation and as 


a kind of constitution for the Hasmonean government, 
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were also placed in the treasury, accessible 
to Simon and his sons. 


œ. Antiochus VII Seeks Simon’s Help => 
J ' Then Antiochus, son of King 

: Demetrius, sent a letter from the is- 
lands of the sea to Simon, the high priest 





and ethnarch of the Jews, and to all the na- 


tion. “It contained the following: 
“Antiochus the King to Simon, high 


priest and ethnarch, and the nation of the | 
Jews, greetings. “Since certain trouble- 


makers gained the mastery over the 
kingdom of our fathers, I wish to lay 
claim to the kingdom so I can establish it 
as It was before. I have recruited a multi- 
tude of troops and prepared war ships. “1 
plan to go throughout the nation; that I 


may pursue those who laid our country King Demetrius, and to Attalus, Ariarathes, 


and Arsaces, and to all the nations, to 
_Sampsames, and the Spartans, and to De- 


to ruin and desolated many of its cities. 
Now therefore, I validate your tax re- 
missions, which the kings before me for- 
gave you, and whatever other payments 
they remitted for vou. 6l also authorize 


you to make your own coinage as money | 
for your nation, "and allow Jerusalem | ~ 
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the king, greetings. '’The ambassad 
of the Jews came to us as friends anda, 
lies to renew their longstanding frien 
ship and alliance. They were sent fro, 
Simon, the high priest, and by the Jeyj, 
people, '*and brought a gold shield of, 
thousand minas. '’Therefore it pleases 
us to write the kings and their countries 
that they not seek to hurt them or wag, 
war against them and their cities ang 
country, or form alignments with those 
who fight them. “It seems right to accep 
the shield from them. *If therefore any 
troublemakers have escaped from thei 





the high priest, that he might prosecute 
them according to their law.” 
-22The consul wrote identical letters to- 


los, Myndos, Sieyon, Caria, Samos, Pam- | 
ohylia, Lycia, Halicarnassus, Rhodes, 
Phaselis, Cos, Side, Arados, Gortyna, 


p 


'nidus, Cyprus, and Cyrene. 24They also 


and the sanctuary to be free. All the | S©ta copy to Simon the high priest. 
free. “All the | | 


weapons you prepared and the fortresses 
you built, which you seized, let them re- 
main with you. 8Every money you owe 
the royal treasury, as well as future 
debts, let them be remitted from now on 
and for all time. 9As soon as we regain 
control of our kingdom, we will honor 
you and your nation and the temple with 
great glory, that your glory may be evi- 
dent in all the earth.” 

In the one hundred seventy-fourth year, 
King Antiochus went to the land of his fa- 
thers and all his soldiers went with him. 
Few sided with Trypho. !!'When Antiochus 
went after him, he fled to Dora by sea, !2for 
he knew that calamity had come upon him. 
His armies deserted him. Then Antiochus 
set up camp opposite Dora with one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand fighting men 
and eight thousand cavalry. "He encircled 
the city, and the ships joined the battle from 
the sea. So he pressed hard against the city 
by land and sea and did not allow anyone 
to leave or enter. | 


w. The Jews Receive Rome’s Support e- 
Then Numenius and his men came 
from Rome with letters to the kings and 
their countries, in which the following was 
contained: | 
'6“T_ucius, the Roman consul, to Ptolemy 


as allies, along with silver, gold, and con: 
siderable weaponry. 27But Antiochus dé 


| king, entered Jerusalem and saw the glo 





œ Antiochus VII Turns on Simon > 
*5Meanwhile, King Antiochus besieged 
Dora a second time, repeatedly launching 
his forces against it and building engines of 
war. He put Trypho in confinement, so he | 
could neither go out or go in. 26Then Simon 
sent Antiochus two thousand chosen men 


country to you, give them over to Simon 
| 


cided not to accept these things; he broke 
all the former agreements he had made 
with Simon, becoming estranged from him. — 
Then he sent Athenobius, one of hi 
friends, to confer with him, saying, “You 


control Joppa, Gazara, and the citadel i 
Jerusalem; they are cities of my kingdom: 


“You desolated their territory and cause? 
great damage in the land; and you rule ov"! 
many places in my kingdom. 2°Now ther 
fore, give back the cities you took and the 
taxes from the places you rule outside thè 
boundaries of Judea, 3!Otherwise, give me | 
five hundred talents of silver for them. ® 
well as five hundred talents more for 
destruction you caused and for the tribut? 
of the cities; or else we will wage war a™ 
defeat you.” 


“When Athenobius, the friend of t° 


| 








of Simon and the sideboard plated Wi" 











gold and silver, a magnificent display, he 
stood amazed. Then he reported the words 
of the king to him. Thus Simon answered 
and said to him, “We have not taken any 
foreign land, nor have we captured foreign 
property, but only the inheritance of our fa- 
thers, which years ago was seized unjustly 
by our adversaries. “But now that we have 
occasion, we are holding firmly to the in- 
heritance of our fathers. And as for Joppa 
and Gazara, which you want, their people 
were causing great damage to our people 


and our country. For them we will give you | 


one hundred talents.” °6Athenobius said 
not a word in reply, but returned to the king 
in anger. When he relayed to him these 
words, plus Simon’s splendor and every- 
thing he witnessed, the king was extremely 
enraged. 

3Now Trypho had boarded a ship and 
escaped to Orthosia. °8So the king made | 
Cendebeus his commander-in-chief of the | 
seacoast and gave him infantry soldiers | 
and cavalry. “He then ordered him to en- | 
camp opposite Judea, and further ordered | 
him to build Kedron and strengthen its | 
gates, and to wage war against the people. | 
But the king himself pursued Trypho. | 
“When Cendebeus arrived in Jamnia, he | 
began to harass the people. He also in- 
vaded Judea, took people captive, and 
killed them. 4!Then he built up Kedron and 
stationed cavalry and soldiers there, so 
they could march through the roads of 
Judea, making roads as the king com- 


manded him. 
II Then John traveled from Gazara 
| and told his father Simon the dam- 
age Cendebeus was inflicting.t 250 Simon 
| Called his two oldest sons, Judas and John, 
and said to them, “My brothers and I and 
_ My father’s house have fought Israel’s bat- 
| tles from our youth until this very day. 
| Ings have gone well for us, so as to res- 
| Cue Israel many times over. 3Now I have be- 
come old, and you by His mercy are men of 
| Maturity. Take over my position and my 
rother’s role and go fight for our country, 
and may the help sent from heaven be 
yours.” 
i ‘Thus John chose twenty thousand fight- 
| 8 men and cavalry from the country, To- 
ether they marched toward Cendebeus 
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~= Simon’s Sons Defeat Cendebeus m 









=3 John was the third son of Simon. He reigned from 134-104 Bc, 
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and encamped overnight in Modein. They 
arose early; marching to the plain. Behold, 
a huge army was marching out to meet 
them, infantry and cavalry, and there was a 
stream between them. ®John and his army 
faced off against them, and when he saw 
that his troops were afraid to ford the 
stream, he crossed first. His soldiers saw 
him and crossed behind him. ‘He then di- 





vided up the men, putting the cavalry in the 
middle of the infantry, for the enemy’s cav- 


alry was very large. "When they sounded 
the trumpet, Cendebeus and his army were 
routed, and numbers of them fell wounded. 
The rest of them fled into the fortress. 
Then Judas, the brother of John, was 
wounded, but John pursued them until 
Cendebeus reached Kedron, where he had 
done construction. '!°When they ran into 
the towers in the fields of Azotus, John set 
them afire, and roughly two thousand of 
their men perished. Then he returned to 
Judea in peace. 


=~. John Succeeds Simon -=> 

Now Ptolemy, the son of Abubus, had 
been made governor to rule over the plain 
of Jericho. He had large hoards of silver 
and gold, '*for he was the son-in-law of the 
high priest. 3He was optimistic and full of 
determination to seize control of the coun- 
try. So he developed an evil Strategy to 
seize Simon and his sons by trickery. 

"Now Simon was paying a visit to the 
cities throughout the country, concentrat- 
ing on their needs. So he went down to 
Jericho along with his sons Mattathias and 
Judas in the one hundred and seventy- 
seventh year, in the eleventh month, the 
month of Shebat. The son of Abubus re- 
ceived them with deceit in the little fortress 
called Dok, which he had erected, and he 
gave them a grand feast and hid the men 
there. !6So when Simon and his sons be- 
came drunk, Ptolemy and his soldiers 
emerged and grabbed their weapons. When 
they encountered Simon in the banquet 
hall, they murdered him along with his two 
cons and certain of his servants. Indeed 

olemy committed great tre; . S 
ing evil for good. acne return 

"Ptolemy then drafted a repo 
king about these things and when Seine 
might send him soldiers to help, and to se- 
cure their country and cities. He also 
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dispatched soldiers to Gazara to seize John, | who came to crush him and Killed them; fọ 
and sent letters to military tribunes to come | he discovered they were there to kill hie 
to him, so he might give them silver, gold, | “The rest of John’s words and his wa 
and gifts. "Then he sent others to capture | history and brave acts, which he did gl 
Jerusalem and the temple hill. 2!But some- | courageously, plus the heightening of the 

body ran ahead and told John in Gazara | walls which he built, and his other accom. 

that his father and his brothers had been | plishments,t **behold, they are written jp, 

killed and that “he has sent men to kill you | the book of his high priesthood, from whey 
as well.”t 22When John heard this, he was | he was first made high priest following his | 
deeply shocked. He captured the soldiers | father. | 
16:21 Ptolemy tried to kill John as well, but John’s informers reached him first. | 
16:23, 24 Later, after Antiochus besieged Jerusalem, he and John struck a treaty of peace. During the 
siege, Antiochus became known as “the pious” when he halted the war with the Jews for seven days 
and sent two adorned bulls into the city during the Feast of Tabernacles (Josephus). 
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Dá A 
gaut 10%— [he author is unknown, but it is Certainly not the author of 
» 1 Maccabees. This author was most probably a Jew from Palestine who 
abbreviated or summarized a five-volume work by Jason of Cyrene 
(2:19-32), who wrote in Greek, A N, 


180-160 Be. cee VER Bier GOY Ti enn, | 


Major Theme — God takes care of the Jewish people by rewarding those who are 

faithful to the Law and punishing evildoers. This is.asstory of the weak 
overcoming the mighty because they pray to Ged, trust in Him, and obey ~ 
His laws. The main. character, Judas: Maccabeus, brings deliverance to the | 
persecuted Jewish community through his victories, | 


(ac kero und—The story begins with two letters from Jerusalem to the Jews | 

~ in Alexandria, Egypt, urging them to celebrate the rededication of the temple 
in Jerusalem (the feast-of Hanukkah) and to resist the pagans. The author then | 
proceeds to summarize the five-volume work of Jason of Cyrene concerning 
the exploits of Judas Maccabeus and his family. | | on! | 

ALUNE LTT OS Was 


I. Introduction (1:1—2:32) ` 












“|, raoi D, Judas’s victories and the purification of 
the temple (8:1—10:9) | 4] 
~|- IV. The reigns of Antiochus V Eupator | 
(164-162 BC) and Demetrius I Soter 
(161-150 Bc): The Later Campaigns of 
Judas Maccabeus (10:10—1 5:36) 
A. Judas’s victories against the Idumeans, 

- Timothy, and Lysias (10: 10—13:26) 
B, Plot against Judas’s life frustrated 


A. Letter to the Jews in Egypt (1:1-9) = 1 
B. Letter to Aristobulus (1:10—2:18) 
C. Foreword by the author (2;19-32) | 
If. The Evil Plot of Simon and the Conversion | 


of Heliodorus (Sei 4'6) er! ay 
Ill. The Reign of Antiochus I Epiphanes’ 

(175-164 Be): Desecration and Purification | 

of the Temple (4:7—10:9) 


A. The wicked high priests Jason and (VA L596) eS a 
Menelaus (4:78:27) V. Conclusion and Author's Apology 

B. The campaign against Judaism (6:1-17) (15:37—39) 

C.The martyrdoms of Eleazar and the seven — al a 





brothers and their mother (6;18-—7:42) alias oaen rant) 
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w. Letter to the Jews in Egypt 7- 


“The Jewish brothers in Jerusalem and 

. the land of Judea, to their Jewish broth- 
ers in Egypt: Greetings and good peace.t 

“May God do good to you, and may He 

remember His covenant with Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, His faithful servants. 


3May He give all of you a heart to worship | 


Him and do His will with a strong heart 
and willing soul. ‘May He open your heart 


to His law and His commandments, and | 


may He bring you peace. "May He hear 
your prayers and be reconciled to you, and 
may He not forsake you in an evil time. "We 
are now praying for you here. 

“In the one hundred and sixty-ninth 
year, in the reign of Demetrius, we Jews 
wrote to you at the culminating point of the 
affliction that came upon us. in those years 


loaves. 9Now then, celebrate the Feast 


Of lim; | Fontan of 
Tabernacles in the month of Chisley, in the | elects 2 CDa pinine 
you that you might also celebrate the Feast — 


one hundred and eighty-eighth year.”t 
~. Letter to Aristobulus and Those 

in Egypt 7- 
“Those in Jerusalem and in Judea, and 
the senate and Judas, to Aristobulus, who is 


from the family of the anointed priests and | 


is the teacher of Ptolemy the king, and to 
the Jews who are in Egypt, greetings and 
good health.t 

æ Thanksgiving for Protection «= 


“Since we were saved by God from great 
dangers, we thank Him abundantly as 


1:1 Greek letters normall 
Though written entirely in Greek, 2 Maccabees em 


1:9 The true Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths) 
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| the sacred precinct, they closed the temple 


nor and his men, dismembered them, and 
from the time Jason and his followers re- | took their heads and threw them to the 
volted against the holy land and the king- | People outside.t 17Blessed in every way be | 
dom,t and burned the gate and shed inno- | Cur God, who delivered up the ungodly 
cent blood. We prayed to the Lord and we | Men. | 

were heard. So we offered sacrifice and 
fine flour, lit the lamps, and set out the | 


of Tabernacles and the feast of the fire, 
When Nehemiah, who built the temple and — 
the altar, offered sacrifices.t !9For when our — 


the altar and hid it secretly in the hollow 0f 
a dry well, where they sealed it, so the 





y began with greetings, and Jewish letters began with the word peace. | 


ploys both words, This is a letter from Jews in 
Jerusalem to Jews in Egypt concerning the celebration of Hanukkah. 


1:7 The date refers to the year 143 Bc (see 1Mc 10:67). 
| Was an autumn event wherein water and wine were 
added to altar sacrifices commemorating Israel's deliverance from E 
given by God. The feast commemorating Judas Maccabeus's r 
that one. Today the feast is called Hanukkah or the Feast 
the temple, and around them the people sang and dance 








those drawn up in battle order againg 4 
king. '2For He drove out those who fought 
against the holy city. And when Anu 
ochus their leader reached Persia with 4 
force around him that seemed irresistible 
they were cut to pieces in the temple o 
Nanea through a deception employed by 
the priests of Nanea.' For Antiochus, to. 
gether with his friends, arrived at the tem. 
ple to marry her, for the sake of obtaining | 
most of its treasures as a dowry. Wher 
the priests of the temple of Nanea set oy 
the treasures, and Antiochus, with a few 
men, had come inside the enclosed wall of 


as soon as he entered it. 'Then they 
opened the secret door of the ceiling and 
threw stones. They struck down the gover. 







æ The Holy Fire m- 
i8“Since on the twenty-fifth day of 


fathers were led captive to Persia, the pious 
priests of that time took some of the fire of 








place would be unknown to anyone. Bul | 
after enough years had passed, when i 
pleased God, Nehemiah was sent away DY 
the king of Persia, and he appointed the dè- | 
scendants of the priests who hid the fire @ | 








gypt and then finding a homeland 
estoration of the temple (10:3) is joined 
of Lights. During this feast torches were lit" 
d. It was the feast (see Jn 7:2) at which Jesus 


stood and said, “| am the light of the world” {Jn 8:12). The date identified is 124 ac. 


1:10 The section that follows (1:11—2:18) 


is a second letter from the Jews in Jerusalem to the Jewish 
teacher and scholar Aristobulus, who lived in Egypt. 


1:13 Nanea is a pagan goddess, probably Aphrodite, 


1:16 The author sees justice in divine retribution (3:27, 28; 9:28; 15:32, 33; see also 9:2 and 1Mc 6:14) 
1:18 It is noteworthy that an eighth day was added to this celebration (see Neh 8:13-18). This section ° 


2 Maccabees is referring to the feast of Hanukkah, 


a e—a 


which celebrates fire and light (see note at 1:9): 











get it. When they reported to us that they 
had not found the fire but rather a thick liq- 
uid, he commanded them to dip it out and 
bring it.t 2!But when the things of the sacri- 
fices were brought to be offered, Nehemiah 
told the priests to sprinkle the liquid on the 
wood and the things laid upon it.t 22When 


this was done and some time had elapsed; | | 


and the sun, which had been clouded over, 
shone forth, a great fire flared up, causing 
everyone to marvel. 223While the sacrifice 
was being consumed, the priests and every- 
one offered prayer. Jonathan led and all the 
rest responded, as did Nehemiah. 


=. The Prayer of Nehemiah .=> | 
44“The prayer was offered as follows: ‘O 
Lord, Lord God, Creator of. all things, fear- 
ful, mighty, righteous, and merciful, the 
only King and Good One,t You only: are 
bountiful, alone righteous, almighty, and 
eternal. You save Israel from every evil, and 
You chose our fathers and sanctified them. 
6Accept this sacrifice on behalf of all Your 
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vestigated the matter, enclosed the place, 


and made it sacred. “Then the king €x- 
changed many excellent gifts with those he 





people Israel, and protect Your portion, and | 


sanctify it. Gather our scattered. people, 
free those enslaved among.-the. Gentiles, 
look upon the rejected and.despised, and 
make the Gentiles know that. You are our 
God. “Torment the oppressors and those 
insolent with arrogance. 29Plant Your. peo- 
ple in Your holy place, as Moses said.’ 
“Then the priests sang hymns, #!and 
when the things of the sacrifice were con- 
sumed, Nehemiah ordered that the remain- 
ing liquid should be poured upon large 


Stones. 32When this was done, a flame | 


flared up; but when a light from the altar 
Shone in turn, the flame went out. ?*Now 
when this became known, the matter was 
reported to the king of the Persians. He was 
told that in the place where the exiled 
Driests had hidden the fire, the liquid had 
appeared from which Nehemiah and his 
Men purified the sacrifice. 34So the king in- 





favored. “Nehemiah and his men called 
this ‘nephthar, which means ‘purification,’ 
but by most people it is called ‘nephtha.’ 


æ Jeremiah Hides the Text m> 


“One finds in the records, as it is noted, 
that Jeremiah the prophet ordered 
those migrating to take some of the fire.t 
2The prophet also gave the law to those 
migrating and commanded them not to for- 
get the Lord’s ordinances, nor be led astray 
in their thoughts when they happened to 
see the gold and silver statues and their 
adornment. *He -also spoke other such 
words and urged them not to depart from 
the law in their hearts. sti 
“Tt was also written that the prophet re- 
ceived an oracle and ordered that the tab- 
ernacle and the ark should accompany him 


| when he went to the mountain where 
| Moses had gone up and had seen the inher- 


itance of God. 5S0 when Jeremiah went 
there and found a cave, he brought the tab- 
ernacle, the ark, and the altar of incense, 
and then sealed up the entrance.t 6Some 
who followed him came to mark the way, 
but they were unable to find it. Now when 


Jeremiah learned of this, he rebuked them 


and said, ‘The place shall be unknown un- 
til God gathers His people again and shows 
His mercy.-$Then. the Lord will disclose 
these things, and the glory of the Lord and 
the cloud will be'seen; as they were shown 
to Moses, and as Solomon deemed it wor- 
thy that the place should be specially con- 
secrated:’ i 

“Tt was also made clear that Solomon in 
his wisdom offered sacrifice for the conse- 
cration and completion of the temple. !°Just 
as Moses prayed to the Lord and fire came 
down from heaven and consumed the sac- 
rifice; so Solomon also prayed, and the fire 





1:20 The liquid is probably naphtha, Regardless, the story of the fire does not appear in Nehemiah, but 


in the rabbinical writings there is an account of a miracle wherein a small amount of oil burned for an 


extended period. 
1:21 The 
(Neh 2:11-18), lal 


prophet Nehemiah was to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem that had been destroyed by fire 


1:24 This begins the prayer of Nehemiah (1:24-2:18). See also Neh 1:5-11. 


2:1 These records are unknown today, | 
2:5 According to 3Kg 8:4, Solomon brought the ark 


as well as the tabernacle (or the tent) and its con- 


ents to Jerusalem, Afterward, there is no further mention of the tent in Scripture. There is a tradition 
N Which Jeremiah took the ark from Jerusalem and hid it when the temple was destroyed in 587 8c. | 
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came down and consumed the whole burnt | books, we shall attempt to abridge intg 
offerings.t Moses said, ‘They were con- | single book. 
sumed because the sin offering had not | 24We realize that a confused mass of m 
been eaten. Likewise Solomon also cele- | terial and subject matter makes it too ha 
brated the eight days. on most people who wish to plunge into the 
„izoli narrative of history. 2°Thus we have aimed 
“~ Memoirs of Nehemiah > to help those who wish to read with deligh 
SNe same things are reported in the | t> make it easy for those who are inclines 
records and in the memoirs of Nehemiah, | tg memorize, and to appeal to those why 
and also that he founded a library and | read for profit. 2°Therefore for us who have 
gathered books about the kings and the | ndertaken the difficult task of brevity, this 
prophets, and the writings of David, and | i; no easy matter, but one demanding sweat 
woe of anes aoon! oe ee RES: and loss of sleep, 27as is the case with on 
ee Se sucas aso Comected at te | who prepares a banquet seeking the bere 
Doon Us, so ihe ae in our Desin | ft of others: ll the same, Tor the saeti 
a Te a ` | the gratitude of many we wi y endure | 
se i yo Maye need or tnem; sendipeo: the uncomfortable toil, “leaving the intri: 
16“Since then we are about to celebrate | Cate examination of exact details to the 
the purification, we write to you. Therefore compiler, while devoting our labor to a 
you will do well to celebrate the days. !7For | 108 2t the outlines of the abridgement. 
it is God who saved all His people, and gave |” “Just as the architect of a new house 
back the inheritance to all, and the king- | Must be concerned with the whole cor i 
dom, the priesthood, and the consecration,  Struction, while the one who decorates it 
iŝas He promised through the law. For we and paints it needs to consider only whats 
hope in God that He will have mercy upon | Suitable for its adornment, so it seems t 
us soon and gather us from everywhere un- | Me is the case with us.t %t is fitting for the 
der heaven into His holy place; for He de- | Originator of a history to enter into a thor 
livered us from great evils and has purified | OUgh discussion of words and be inquist 
the place.” tive about every detail, 3!but one who pur 
sues brevity of narrative must be permitted 
to forgo exhaustive treatment. 32Therefore | 
from hereon let us begin our narrative 
adding only so much to what has alread 
been said; for it is foolish to lengthen thè 
preface of a history, but cut short the h 











= 


~™. Author’s Introduction =- 

'SNow the account of Judas Maccabeus 
and his brothers, the purification of the 
great temple, and the consecration of the 
altar,t “and moreover, the wars against An- 
tiochus Epiphanes and his son Eupator, | 





21 Se eae te | tory itself. 

and the interventions that came from 
heaven to those who behaved courageously œ Disagreement between Onias 
on behalf of Judaism, who although few in and Simon «=> 
number plundered the whole country and When the holy city was inhabited" 
pursued the barbarian multitudes, 22and re- complete peace, because the laws We" 


covered control of the temple famous | very well observed on account of the 80, | 
throughout the world, freed the city, and re- | ness of the high priest Onias and his hatreé 

stored the laws that were about to be dis- | of wickedness,*t 2it happened that the king | 
solved, while the Lord with great goodness themselves honored the place and glori", 
was merciful to them— *Sall this, which was | the temple with very magnificent i i | 


| 


made clear by Jason of Cyrene in five | 3Even Seleucus. the king of Asia, prov 





2:10 The two incidents are recorded in Lv 9:23, 24 and 2Ch 7:1, 
2:19-23 2 Maccabees is a shortened version of five books of Jewish history written by Jason of cyren’ 
(v. 23), which have been lost. This section explains the purpose of the book. 

2:29-32 An ap ti ev orts | ts fi 
EE, a pe ogetie for the brevity of narrative (v, 31) or short summary of Jason's five books 
3:1 Onias Ill was high priest before 175 ac. He is mentioned in WSir 50:1, 

3:2 Throughout the book, the place is the temple. 
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revenue at his own expense for all the ser- 
vices of the sacrifices.t 

But a certain Simon, from the tribe of 
Benjamin, who had been made protector of 
the temple, was at variance with the high 
priest about the administration of the city 
market. “Thus when he could'not prevail 
over Onias, he went to Apollonius, son of 
Tarsus, who at that time was governor of 
Coelesyria and Phoenicia.t *He reported to 
him the untold wealth in the temple trea- 
sury at Jerusalem, so much that the funds 
could not be counted. Furthermore they did 
not belong to the account of the sacrifices, 
and it was possible they could fall under 
the authority of the king. 


sa. Heliodorus Dispatched to Jerusalem m 
7?When Apollonius met the king, he in- 
formed him about the money that was dis- 
closed to him. So the king chose He- 
liodorus, who was over his affairs. and sent 
him with orders to remove the aforesaid 
money. *Thus Heliodorus immediately. set 
out on his journey, seemingly to make an 
inspection of the cities of ‘\Coelesyria and | 
Phoenicia, but actually to carry out the | 
King’s purpose. | 
“When he arrived in Jerusalem and was | 
kindly received by the high priest of the | 
city, he told about the disclosure and why 
he had come, and inquired whether this 
was truly the case. !°The high priest in- 
formed him of the deposits: belonging to 
Widows and orphans, !!and also some 
money of Hyrcanus, son of Tobias, a man 
held in very high regard—the value of 
which totaled four hundred talents of silver 
and two hundred of gold. All this was con- 
trary to the report of the ungodly Simon. 
He also told Heliodorus that it was alto- 
gether impossible to wrong those who 
trusted in the holiness of the place and in 
the dignity and inviolability of the temple 
honored throughout all the world. !°But be- 
Cause of the king’s orders, Heliodorus said 
the money must by all means be taken to 











3:3 Seleucus IV ruled from 187-175 sc. The events of 3:1—4:6 
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the king’s treasury. '4So he set a day to go 
in and direct tne inspection of these funds. 

There was no little anguish throughout 
the whole city. '*The priests prostrated 


themselves before the altar in their priestly 


garments and appealed to heaven, to Him 
who gave the law concerning deposits, to 
keep them safe for those who deposited 
them: '®To see the appearance of the high 
priest was to be wounded at heart, for his 
face and the change of his color revealed 
the anguish in his soul. YFor alarm and a 
trembling of body had come upon the man, 
through which the pain in his heart became 
evident to those who saw him. !8People also 
rushed out of their houses in crowds to 
make a public supplication, because the 
place was about to be brought into con- 
tempt.* !9Women, girded with sackcloth be- 
neath their breasts, amassed in the streets. 
Some of the virgins who were kept inside 
ran together to the gates, some to the walls, 
and others peeked out the windows. All 
stretched out their hands to heaven and 
made entreaty.t There was something 
pitiable in the prostrations of the entire 
populace and in the anxiety and great an- 
guish of the high priest. 


~n The Lord Stops Heliodorus -=- 

2So they called upon the Almighty Lord 
to keep safe and secure what had been en- 
trusted for those who had placed them in 
trust; but Heliodorus continued with what 
had been decided. 24So when he arrived at 
the treasury with his bodyguard, the Lord 
of spirits and all authority was already 
present. He caused such a great manifesta- 
tion that all who dared to accompany him 
were panic-stricken at God’s power. They 
turned about and fled in feebleness and ter- 
ror. *°For a certain horse appeared to them, 
having a fearful rider. It was arrayed with a 
very beautiful pack-saddle, and it rushed 
furiously at Heliodorus and struck at him 
with its front hooves. He who sat thereon 
was seen wearing a full armor of goldt 


take place under his reign. During this 


Period, there is a complicated political struggle involving Egypt and Syria and the family of the high 


priest, 


3:5 Another famous son of Tarsus is the Apostle Paul (Acts 11:25, 26). 


3:18 Onias probably had withheld tax money, and 
The entire city was being pulled into the turmoil, 
3:20 The people stretched out their hands to 


to pray “lifting up holy hands” (171 2:8). 
3:25 The scene calls to mind the rider in Rev 6:2. 


the time of relative peace was drawing to an end. 


:2( | | pray. Perhaps the earliest account of the lifting of hands 
for intercession is in Moses’ role in Israel's victory over Amalek (Ex 17:8-13), St. Paul inst 


ructs the Church 
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“6Two other young men also appeared to 
him, remarkable in bodily strength, very 
beautiful in grandeur, and illustrious in 
dress. They stood on each side of him and 
pummeled him continually, inflicting him 
with many wounds.t 

-/Suddenly Heliodorus fell to the ground, 
and a deep darkness overcame him. His 
men then picked him up and put him on a 
stretcher, *8and carried him away—this 
man who had just entered the treasury with 
a great retinue and all his bodyguard, but 
now was not able to help himself. So they 
came to Know, and it was clearly proven to 
be the power of Almighty God. 29He was 
speechless because of the divine visitation, 
being thrown on the ground, deprived of all 
hope of recovery. 2°The people blessed the 
Lord, who acted marvelously for His own 
place. The temple, which alittle while ear- 
lier had been full of fear and trouble, was 
now filled with joy and gladnéss. because 
the Almighty Lord had appeared. 

31Certain friends of Heliodorus quickly 
entreated Onias the high priest to call upon 
the Most High to grant life to him who was 
lying there, about at his last breath. 32So 
the high priest, suspecting the king might 
think some foul play was perpetrated by 
the Jews regarding Heliodorus, offered sac- 
rifice for his recovery. 33While the high 
priest was making the offering of atone- 
ment, the same young men again appeared 
to Heliodorus, dressed in the same apparel. 





They stood and said, “Be very grateful to 


Onias the high priest, for on his account the 
Lord has granted you your life, 34Now since 
you were punished by heaven, report to all 
men the majestic power of God.” Then hav- 
ing said this, they became invisible.t 
æ. Heliodorus Gives Thanks to God s> 

Then Heliodorus offered sacrifice to 

the Lord and made very great vows to Him 


who had spared his life. So after he gladly 
received Onias, he returned with his forces 


to the king. *°Then he bore testimony to all. 


men about the deeds of the great. God 
which he had seen with his own eyes. 
When the king asked Heliodorus what 
kind of man would be suitable to send on 
another journey to Jerusalem, he replied, 





place and aids it, and destroys those why ) 





high priesthood, he at once changed ©” 
3:26 This is reminiscent of the two angels in dazzling apparel in Lk 24:4. and Acts 1:10, | | 






38“Tf you have any enemy or plotter againg 
you, send him there, for you will rece. 
him back thoroughly punished, if he shou, 
escape at all. For truly there is some powe 
of God about that place. For He who 
His dwelling in heaven watches over , 


come to do it harm.” | 

So this was how things turned out cop. 
cerning Heliodorus and the preservation g 
the treasury. + eal 
~a Simon’s Rage 7> 

The previously mentioned Simon, wh, 
informed about the money and his 
homeland, spoke evil things against Onias, | 
claiming it was Onias himself who terrified 


Heliodorus and created the calamity 


2Simon dared to say that Onias, the man 
who was the benefactor of the city, the pro- 
tector of his fellow countrymen, and a 


| zealot for the laws, plotted the whole mat- 
ter. *But when Simon’s hatred progressed 


to the point that even murders were com- 
mitted by those he approved, 4Onias real- 
ized the danger of Simon’s love of strife, 
and that Apollonius, son of Menestheus 
and governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, 
was even intensifying Simon’s malice. °S0 
he went to the king, not to accuse his fellow 
citizens, but to look out for the common 
good, both public and private, ®For he saw 


that without the king’s attention, matters 
could not reach a peaceful settlement, and 


that Simon would not cease from his fury: 


“=. Jason Makes the Jews Learn Greek 
Customs => | 
’™When Seleucus. died and Antiochus 
also called Epiphanes, succeeded to the 
kingdom, Jason the brother of Onias 0 
tained the high priesthood by corruption: 
"For through a petition, he promised the 
king three hundred and sixty talents of si 
ver, and from another source of. revent® 
eighty talents.t %In addition to this, w 
promised to pay one hundred and fl | 
more if the king gave him permission to es 
tablish a gymnasium as a place for trait“ 
young men, and for enrolling the me!” 
Jerusalem as citizens of Antioch. “WH 
the king assented and Jason seized ° 





3:34 The angel in Acts 5:19, 20 gives similar instructions, npani 
4:7 Seleucus is replaced by Antiochus, who rules from 175-164 ac. Epiphanes means “god is manifest vi 
4:8 A talent is a weight, here in silver, equal to approximately 3000 shekels, or about $385. ) 
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countrymen over to the Greek way of life.t 
uHe set aside the royal benefits to the Jews 
brought about through John, the father of 
Eupolemus, the ambassador who estab- 
lished friendship and alliance with the Ro- 
mans. He also renounced and destroved 
conformity to the laws, and created a new 
civic life contrary to the customs. !2For he 
eagerly founded a gymnasium under the 
citadel itself, and persuaded the most noble 
of the young men to wear the Greek cap.t 
35o there was the fullest expression of 
Hellenization and the adoption of foreign 
customs because of the surpassing wicked- 
ness of Jason, who was ungodly and not a 
true high priest.t “Therefore the priests 
were no longer eager to serve at the altar, 
but they despised the temple and neglected 
the sacrifices. Instead, they hastened: to 
take part in the unlawful proceedings in the 
wrestling-schoo!l after'the invitation to the 
discus. They counted the honors of their 
fathers as nothing, but regarded: Greek 
honors as the best. !6For this reason; diffi- | 
cult circumstances overtook them, and 
those whose way of life they admired and 
wished altogether to assimilate became 
their enemies and punished them. For to 
act in an ungodly way against the divine | 
laws is no light thing; but the following 
events will make this clear.t 
_ “When the quadrennial games were be- 
ing held at Tyre and the king was present, 
‘the vile Jason sent ambassadors, since 
they were Antiochian citizens from 
Jerusalem, to carry three hundred silver 
drachmas for a sacrifice to Hercules. Those 
who carried the money, however, consid- 
ered it inappropriate and best not to use the 
money for sacrifice, but to expend it for an; 
other purpose. 2°So this money, intended by 
the sender for the sacrifice to Hercules, was 
by the decision of those who carried it ap- 
plied to the construction of battleships, 
“When Apollonius the son of Menestheus | 
was sent to Egypt to share in the festal 


m ———E—E 


4:10 The Greek way of life included the worship of pagan gods. 
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proclamation of King Philometor, Antiochus 
learned that Philometor had become hostile 
to his government, So he was concerned for 
his own safety. Therefore, after he reached 
Joppa, he went on to Jerusalem. “He was 
magnificently received by Jason and the 
city, being ushered in with torches and 
shouts. Then he encamped in Phoenicia.t 


a Menelaus Buys the High Priesthood 7- 


23Then after a period of three years, Ja- 
son sent Menelaus, son of the previously 
mentioned Simon, to carry the money to 
the king and to complete the records of 
necessary business. -4But when he was 
commended to the king, Menelaus honored 
him.with an appearance of authority and 
obtained the high priesthood for. himself, 
outbidding Jason by three hundred talents 
of silver. -°After he received the king’s or- 
ders, although in no way worthy of the high 
priesthood, he returned, carrying the rage 
and savage cruelty of a tyrant and a wild 
beast and having the wrath of a barbarian. 
“Thus Jason, after he undermined his own 
brother, was undermined by another, and 
was driven as a fugitive into the land of the 
Ammonites.t 

“SO Menelaus took hold of the high 
priesthood, but he did not pay regularly 
any of the money promised to the king. 
“’Thus when Sostratus the commander of 
the citadel kept demanding payment, since 
the collection of revenue was his responsi- 
bility, the two of them were summoned be- 
fore the king on this account. 29Menelaus 
left his own brother Lysimachus as his 
court official in the high priesthood, while 


Sostratus left Crates in charge of his 


Cyprian troops. 


~, Onias Is Murdered a 
‘While these things were taking place, it 
came about that the cities of Tarsus and 
Mallus revolted because they were given as 
a gift to Antiochis, the king’s concubine 
‘So the king went quickly to put down the 





4:12 This particular Greek cap is linked to the Greek god Hermes. 


4:13 Jason no longer kept the Mosaic Law, but 


instead foreign customs. Ethnic tradition must never 


take precedence over apostolic tradition in. the Church, 


4:17 God 
apostasy 


gave the Law to Moses, and for a Jew not to obey divine laws was ungodly, 


equivalent to 


4:22 Phoenicia is on the Mediterranean coastline just north of modern-day Beirut, Lebanon. The an- 


“ent ruins of this kingdom still exist there. 


4:26 Evil divides. It picks allies only for the moment and is undermined when 
US, Jesus warns, “Every city or house divided against | | 


| | pride causes new rifts. 
itself will not stand” (Mt 12:25). ons 
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rebellion. He left Andronicus, a man highly 
regarded, to act as his regent. 32But 
Menelaus, thinking he had gained a con- 
venient opportunity, pilfered some of the 
gold vessels from the temple and gave 
them to Andronicus. As it happened, he 
had already sold other vessels to Tyre and- 
the neighboring cities. But when Onias 
found out exactly what had taken place, he 
condemned these acts, after he departed to 
a safe place at Daphne, located near Anti- 
och.t *4Therefore Menelaus took Androni- 
cus aside and urged him to kill Onias. Thus | presented against Menelaus. “For wher 
Andronicus went to Onias and persuaded | the king arrived at Tyre, three men sent by 

him with deceit. He welcomed him with | the council of elders presented the case fe. 
sworn pledges and gave him his right hand. | fore him. “But Menelaus, who was already 
Although Onias was suspicious, Androni- | defeated, promised considerable wealth t 
cus persuaded him to come out of his place | Ptolemy son of Dorymenes if he won over 

of sanctuary. Then, with no sense of justice, | the king. 46Therefore Ptolemy took the king 

he immediately put him io death. aside into a certain courtyard, as if to offer 

For this reason, net oniy the Jews, but | him refreshment, and persuaded him ty 

also many of the other nations, took of- | change his mind. 47For he indeed acquitted 
fense and were angry at the unjust murder | Menelaus, the cause of all the evil, but te 
of the man. °°So when the king returned sentenced to death those unfortunate mer 
from the region of Cilicia, the Jews in the | who would have been freed uncondemnet 

city pleaded with him regarding the sense- | even if they pleaded before Scythians. *% 

less murder of Onias, and the Greeks also those who had spoken for the city, the pet 

felt the common hatred of the crime. | ple, and the holy vessels quickly suffered 

*’Therefore Antiochus was grieved at heart | the unjust penalty. 49For this reason, evel 

count of the decency and good behavior of | and provided magnificently for their îi 

the deceased. **Inflamed with anger, he im- | neral expenses. But Menelaus, because U 
mediately stripped off the purple robe from | the covetousness of those in poweh È 
Andronicus and tore off his garments. | mained in office. increased in malice, a | 
Then he led him around the whole city to | brought about great treachery against hs 
that very place where he sinned against | fellow citizens | 

Onias, and there he put the bloodstained | | 
man to death. Thus the Lord repaid him 
with the punishment he deserved.t 


certain Auranus, a man advanced jp Yet 
but no less advanced in stupidity, 4. 
when the Jews became aware of the assay 
of Lysimachus, some picked up stones, 
clubs, and others took handfuls of ashes; 
ing about, and threw them in utter c j 
sion at Lysimachus and his men. 44g ą 
sult, they wounded many of them, killed 
some, and forced them all to flee. Then hey 
killed the temple robber himself near the 
treasury. | 
But a judgment concerning this wy 





















Around this time, Antiochus set out i! 
his second assault into Egypt. ©? 
| came about throughout the entire cil 
Jerusalem that for almost forty days cae 
were apparitions of horsemen dressed 
apparel interwoven with gold and me i 
quickly through the air, in companies 
armed with spears and drawn sw! ant 
3troops of horsemen set in battle array). 
making attacks and counterattacks 0% 
side and on that, with the movem i 
shields and a multitude of spears, ass 
shooting of arrows, and the brightn® 
gold ornaments, and breastplates ° 


~. Menelaus Tried for Lysimachus’s 
Murder 7: 

39When much sacrilegious plunder by 
Lysimachus took place in the city with the 
consent of Menelaus, and when the report 
of this spread abroad, the people gathered 
together against Lysimachus, because 
many of the gold vessels had already been | 
carried away. 4°Thus, since the crowds were 
stirring and completely filled with wrath, 
Lysimachus armed about three thousand 
men and began an unjust attack, led by a 





4:33 In ancient days a safe place was provided for people in certain religious sites. This particular ha 
is a pagan temple dedicated to Greek gods, Daphne was a suburb outside of Antioch, Syria. 
4:38 Being stripped before being put to death added to the humiliation, vats 
5:2 Forty days is a biblical number of completion or fullness. The Flood lasted forty days and nig 
(Gn 7:12); Jonah declared Nineveh would be destroyed in forty days (Jon 3:4), 









sorts. ‘Therefore all the men prayed that 
the appearance might be for the good. 


œ% Jason’s Assault on Jerusalem s> 

‘But when a false report was circulated 
that Antiochus was dead, Jason took no 
less than a thousand men and suddenly 
made an assault upon the city. When the 
men on the wall were driven off and the 
city was finally taken, Menelaus was ban- 
ished into the citadel. But. Jason kept 
slaughtering. his own fellow citizens with- 


out mercy, not comprehending that success | 


against his kinsmen was his very unlucky 
day, for he imagined that he was winning 
trophies over his enemies rather than over 
people of the same race.t ’Yet he did not get 
the upper hand of the government, but in 
the end gained disgrace from his plot, and 
took refuge again among the Ammonites. 

‘In the end, his life reached an ugly con- 
clusion. He was accused before Aretas the 
ruler of the Arabs, but fled from city to city. 
He was pursued by all, detested as a rebel 
against the laws, and abhorred as an exe- 
cutioner of his homeland and fellow- 
citizens. Finally he was cast ashore in 
Egypt. “Thus he who so often banished 
many from their homelands himself per- 
ished in a strange land: for he had set sail 


to the Lacedaimonians to obtain protection | 


because of their kinship. So he who cast 
out many without a burial was unmourned, 
for he had no funeral of his own, nor did he 
Share a place in the tomb of his fathers. 


æ Antiochus Kills and Desecrates > 

When the news of what happened 
reached King Antiochus, he took it to mean 
that Judea was in revolt. So inwardly he be- 
Came like a wild beast, left Egypt, and took 
the city in war,t 2He commanded his sol- 
diers to cut down without mercy whomever 
they met and to slaughter those who went 


young and old, a killing of boys, women, 
and infants. \4Eighty thousand were de- 


Stroyed in a total of three days, forty thou- 
sand in hand-to-hand combat; and no 





9:6 One is reminded of Herod's destru 
birth of Jesus (Mt 2:16-18). 
3:11 The city here is Jerusalem. 


649 _ 2 MACCABEES 5:25 





ction of the innocent children without mercy at the time'of the 


fewer were sold into slavery than were 
Slain. 

ISNot satisfied with these things, Anti- 
ochus dared to enter the most holy temple 


|in all the earth. He had as his guide 


Menelaus, who had become a traitor both 
to the laws and to his country.t '®With de- 
filed hands he took the holy vessels, and 
with profane hands he pulled down the 
things dedicated by other kings to increase 


the glory and honor of the place. Anti- 


ochus was haughty, but was unaware that, 
because of the sins of those who lived in 
the city, the Lord was momentarily an- 
gered, and therefore was withholding 
grace as a temporary punishment of the 
place. 'SHowever, if the people of the city 
had not been involved in so many sins, this 
man would have been scourged and 
brought to ruin as soon as he had come, as 
was Heliodorus, whom Seleucus the king 
had sent to inspect the treasury. !9But the 
Lord did not choose the nation because of 
the place, but the place because of the na- 
tion.t 2°Therefore the place also itself 
shared in the misfortunes that befell the 
nation, and later had a share in its benefits: 
and what was forsaken in the wrath of the 
Almighty was restored again in all its glory 
by the reconciliation of the great Lord. 
21At any rate, Antiochus carried off 
eighteen hundred talents from the temple 
and hurried away to Antioch. In his arro- 
gance he thought he could sail on the land 
and walk on the sea because of the lifting 
up of his heart. 22But he also left governors 
to afflict the people. In Jerusalem he left 
Philip, a Phrygian by race, more barbarous 
in character than the one who appointed 
him; and in Gerizim, Andronicus. In addi- 


tion to these he left Menelaus, who lorded 


it over his fellow citizens worse than did 


, the others, having a hateful disposition to- 
into their houses. !3So there was a killing of 


ward the Jewish citizens. 24Antiochus sent 


| | Apollonius, commander of the Mysians, 
and children, and a slaughtering of virgins 


with an army of twenty-two thousand men, 
with orders to slaughter all the grown men 
and to sell the women and young boys as 
Slaves, "After he arrived in Jerusalem and 





5:15-20 Antiochus was permitted by God to carry out this insane desecration of the most holy temple 
“cause of the sins of the people. It was not just because Antiochus was bent on destruction, but be- 
cause the Lord allowed it for the good of His people (vv, 17, 18). t 

5:19 Because the Lord chose the nation Israel, the place (the temple) was located there. - 
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pretended to be peace-loving, this man 
waited until the holy day of the Sabbath: 
then, finding the Jews not at work, he com- 
manded his men to take up arms.t 26He put 
to the sword all those who came out to see 
them; then he rushed into the city with his 
armed men and killed great numbers of 
people. 

27But Judas Maccabeus, with about nine 
others, withdrew into the desert so as not 
to share in the defilement. He kept himself 
and those with him alive in the mountains 
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aS do wild animals, by continually eating | 


food that grew wild. 


= Persecution of the Jews => 

Not long afterward, the king seni an 
Athenian senator to compel the Jews to 
leave behind the laws of their fathers and 
not to live by the laws of God. 2He also 
insisted they pollute the temple in 
Jerusalem by calling it the temple 
Olympian Zeus, and to call the one 


as did the people who lived at one time in 
that place.t 2The intensity of evil was hard 
to deal with and extremely hateful, “for the 
temple was filled with debauchery and rev- 
eling by the Gentiles, who relaxed with 


friends and had intercourse with women | 


within the sacred precincts, and still fur- 
ther brought unfitting things inside. "The 
altar was filled with disgusting things for- 
bidden by the laws. 6A man could neither 
keep the Sabbath, nor observe the feasts of 
his fathers, nor simply confess himself to 
be a Jew. 

1When. the month came for the king’s 
birthday, the Jews were led by bitter con- 
straint to partake of the sacrifices; and 
when the feast of Dionysus came, they 
were forced to walk in procession for 
Dionysus wearing ivy wreaths.t Moreover, 
a decree laid down by Ptolemy was sent to 
the nearby Greek cities that the same man- 
ner of conduct be imposed on the Jews to 
partake of the sacrifices; “but. they should 
slaughter those who chose not to change 





a i 


over to Greek customs. One could See | 
therefore, their present misery. / 
"For instance, there were two Women 
brought for circumcising their Children 
They publicly paraded these women 
around the city, with their babes hanging 
from their breasts; then they threw them 
down from the city wall. "Others: wh, 
came together in the nearby caves to ke 
the seventh day secretly were betrayed tg 
Philip and were all burned together, pg. 
cause they piously kept themselves from 
crying out for help on account of their re. 
gard for the most holy day.t `> 
12Now I urge those who read this book 


| not to be discouraged by these calamities, 


| 
| 


Se = 


| 


oi punish them immediately. l4But the Lord | 
a : ne iM | does not act 
Gerizim the temple of Zeus the Hospitable. | tions. 


| 


but to recognize that these punishments 
were for the discipline of our people, but 
not for their destruction.t !3For it is an act 
of great kindness for the Lord not to allow 
our people to act ungodly for long, but to 





the same way with other na: 
He waits patiently until they attain ` 
the completion of their sins, then punishes 
them. Thus He does not judge us in this” 
way, so as to take vengeance on us after- 
wards. when we have reached the end 0 
our sinning. !*For this very reason He never 
withdraws His mercy from us. Although He 
disciplines us with calamities, He does no 
abandon His own people. !7Let what I have 
Said serve as a reminder, but we must con: 
tinue the narrative. , | 


æ Eleazar Is Martyred = 


tion, a man already advanced in years al 


of a noble presence, was forced to open hi 


mouth to eat swine’s flesh, !8But welcom! v 
an honorable death rather than a defil $ 
life, he spat out the flesh and approach? 
the rack of his own accord. 2°He did as ih | 


| 
!8Eleazar, one of the scribes in high pos! 
should do who refuse what is not lawful 


eat, even for the love of life. 





21Those in charge of the unlawful sacii 
fice, because of their longtime acqua 
tance with him, took the man aside p 





5:25 Jews did not work or take up arms on the Sabbath. ei 
6:2-5 A pagan statue or altar (v, 5) was erected in the temple in Jerusalem and a sexual fertility cu“ 


was instituted. In addition, swine and other unfitting things (v. 4) were sacrificed in the temple. 
6:7 Dionysus is the pagan god of wine who rules over a celebration of drunkenness. a 
6:11 This is another example of the Jews piously keeping the seventh day, the Sabbath, In the sam 
spirit, Christians are urged to assemble for worship (Heb 10:25), 2, vest 
6:12-16 This short treatise on divine discipline is very similar to the teaching, “whom the Lord lov® 


chastens,” in Heb 12:5-11. (See also Is 54;7, 8.) 








Galen, < iA 
| and a memorial of 


vately and urged him to bring meat proper 
for him to use, pretending to prepare it for 
himself as though he were eating the flesh 
of the sacrifice commanded by the king. 
2Thus by doing this he might be saved | 
from death, and be treated kindly on ac- 
count of his long friendship with them. 
23But making an honorable resolve worthy 
of his years and the dignity of his old age 
and gray hair, which he had reached 
through the distinction of his excellent life 
even from childhood, and moreover ac- 
cording to the holy God-given laws, he 
turned himself over to them quickly, telling | 
them to send him immediately to Hades. 

44“For to pretend such things,” he said, “is 
not worthy of our time of life, lest many of 
the young should suppose that Eleazar in 
his ninetieth year has gone over to a for- 
eign religion,t and because-of «my: pre- 
tense for the sake of living a brief moment | 
longer, they should be led astray through | 
me, while I earn only pollution and defile- | 
ment in my old age. “For even if for the | 
present I should avoid the punishment of | 
men, yet whether | live or die; I’shal! notes- 
cape the hands of the Almighty. 2’Therefore | 
by manfully giving up my life now, T will 
show myself worthy of my old age, 28and 
leave to the young a noble example of how | 
to die a good death willingly and bravely 
for the venerable and holy laws.” 

After he said this, he went straight to the 
rack, and those who had. just. demon- 
strated good will toward him now showed 
hostility, because they took the words he 
had spoken to be madness. 2°When he was 
about to die from the blows, he groaned 
and said, “It is evident to the Lord in His 
holy knowledge that, though I could have 
been saved from death, I am enduring terri- 
ble sufferings in my body from this beating, 
but in my soul I gladly suffer these things 
because I fear Him.” i | 
“ISo in this manner he died, leaving in his 
death an example of his noble character 











_2 MACCABEES 7:9 
his virtue, not only to the 
young but to the many people of his nation. 


s A Mother and Her Sons Are 
cee, Martyred 7> 
“7 It came about also that seven brothers 
with their mother were arrested and 
forced by the king to be bound and tortured 
with whips and cords until they partook of 
the unlawful swine’s flesh.t 2One of them, 
acting as spokesman, said, “What do you 
intend to ask and learn from us? For we are 
ready to die rather than transgress the laws 
of our fathers.” 
3The king became enraged, and com- 
manded that pans and caldrons be heated. 
4These were heated immediately; and 











he commanded them to cut out the 


spokesman’s tongue, and to scalp him and 
cut off his hands and feet, while the rest of 
the brothers and the mother watched. 
5When he was utterly helpless, the king or- 
dered them to take him to the fire, while he 
was Still breathing, and to fry him in. a pan. 
As the smoke from the pan spread out 
broadly, the brothers and their mother en- 
couraged one another. to die bravely, say- 
ing, *“The Lord God is taking notice of us 
and in truth is encouraging us, as Moses 
proclaimed in his song which he sang, 


bearing witness against the people to their 


faces: ‘And God will have compassion on 
His servants.’ ”t 

’After the first brother died in this man- 
ner, they ‘brought forward the second for 
their sport. They tore away the skin of his 
head with the hair, and asked him, “Will 
you eat pork rather than have your body 
punished limb by limb?” §But he replied in 
the language of his fathers and said to 
them, “No.” Therefore this brother in turn 


underwent the same torture as the first. 9So 


when he was at his last breath, he said, 
“You accursed wretch! You set us free from 
this present life, but the King of the world 
will raise us to an everlasting renewal of 
life, because we die for His laws.”t | 





6:24-31 Eleazar is willing to die for God's holy laws (v. 28). This is a mystery to the pagan-minded, who 


only see blind fanaticism in the righteous. St. Paul explains why unbelievers do not understand 


(Co 2:44). 


Bi Like 6:18-31, ch. 7 bears a likeness to the early Christian accounts of the deaths of martyrs for 
: rist. The details of each death serve to portray the depths of faith in the story of the seven brothers 
Nd their mother. St. Cyprian, in a letter designed to strengthen one who was on the verge of martyr- 


mld wrote extensively of the martyrdom of 


Ww i 
No follow His commandments, 


t | each of these seven men and their mother. 
A Shortly before his death, Moses sings to Israel in Dt 32. The quote here is from Dt 32:36. 
‘3 The King of the world is the Son of God, who is the source of resurrection and eternal life for those 





SssseaSAINTS OF THE OL Decwag 
TESTAMENT 


‚J Immediately after quoting the Lord’s proclamation to Moses, “I am the God of 
PE Abraham, the’ God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” Jesus asserts, “God is not the God a 
fl (e the dead, but of the living” (Mt 22:32). Thus He affirms that the great patriarchs Of the 
Old Testament still live, as do all the righteous men and women of old who lived in — 
anticipation of the coming Messiah. Hebrews l1 reviews the wonderful deeds of Many 
of te Old Testament saints, and we then read that “we are surrounded by so great a cloud | 


of witnesses” (Heb 12:1). | 
For the New Testament Church, then, these “witnesses” were the saints of the Old Testa 
ment. Eusebius of Caesarea, the church historian, writing early in the fourth century, called 
these great saints “Christians in fact, if not in name.” He went on to say: 
It is obvious that they knew God’s Christ Himself, since He appeared to Abraham, 
instructed Isaac, spoke to Jacob, and conversed freely with Moses and the Prophets 
who came later, as I have already shown. Hence, you will find that those divinely 
favored men were even honored with the name of “Christ,” according to the word ` 
which says of them, “Touch not my Christs [Greek christot, anointed Bio, and do 
My Prophets no harm” (Ps 104;:15). : [So 





HONORING THE SAINTS ` pi ausa 

The Church’s natural and fitting veneration of the saints of the Old Testament is very evi- 
dent in a hymn sung on the second Sunday Brecon Christmas, the Sunday of the Holy 
Forefathers: 

Come feast-lovers, let us extol with hymns the assembly of the foreeathem = Aaa the 

first father, Enoch: Noah, and Me!chizedek, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and those: 

after the Law—Moses. Aaron, Joshua, and Samuel; and with them Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Daniel, and the twelve Prophets, with Elijah and Elisha, and all the rest. 

Besides being remembered on these two Sundays, many Old Testament saints have their 
own days of commemoration, such as Jeremiah (May 1); Job ( May 6); Isaiah (May 9); Elijah 
(July 20); Samuel (August 20): Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (August 21); Joshua (September 
1); Moses (September 4); Baruch (September 28): Hannah (December 9); Daniel (December 
17); and Joseph (son, of Jacob) and King David (first Sunday after Christmas). 


| 
The church fathers often extol these Old Testament heroes. St. John Chrysostom repeat | 
edly urged his flock to emulate the patient endurance of “the great and noble Job.” St. | 
Gregory of Nyssa writes, “Noah wasa righteous man, the Scriptures say, and Abraham was ~ | 
faithful, Moses meek, Daniël wise, Joseph chaste, Job blameless, and David perfect i in 
patience.” 

Eleazar and the Maccabean martyrs, whose story is told in 2 Maccabees 6:18—7:42, deser" 
special attention. This Jewish scribe and seven brothers, along with their mother, Solomonia, 
valiantly defied the sacrilegious commands of King Ao IV Epiphanes, who was fiercely 
persecuting the Jews, For their defiance, they were brutally executed in Jerusalem in about 167 
BC. These unwayeringly faithful Jews are prototypes of all the Christian martyrs. [n ther a] 
commemoration on August 1, they are called “great martyrs, before the martyrs of Christ.” ) 


The Church’s high esteem for the Old Testament saints is also seen in her custom of de- 
picting the forefathers and prophets around the base of the interior central dome of a chutt 
And by remembering these saints in her liturgical calendar, the Orthodox Church 
demonstrates her understanding that the Body of Christ transcends limitations of ime. and 
space. This awareness is clearly expressed at every Divine Liturgy: “And again we offer unto 
You this reasonable service for all those who in faith have gone before us to their rest: 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evangelists, mar tyrs, confessors, ascetics, ar 
every righteous spirit made perfect in faith,” 

For Orthodox Christians, it is the experience of worshipping God with all the 
saints that powerfully confirms their continuing presence in our midst, | 





| | iian 653 
WAfter him, the third fell prey to their | 
sport. When it was demanded, he quickly 





put out his tongue and courageously 
stretched forth his hands, "and said 
bravely, “I received these from heaven; and 
because of His laws I disregard them, and 
from Him I hope to get them back again.” 
As a result the king himself and those 
with him were astonished at the young 
man’s spirit, for he regarded his sufferings 
as nothing. 

'SWhen he died, they tortured and tor- 


mented the fourth in the same way. !4So | 


when he was near death, he said, “One may 
be chosen to die at the hands of men and to 


look for the hope that God gives of being | 


raised again by Him. But for you there shall 
be no resurrection to life.”t 


lSNext they led forward the fifth and tor- | 


mented him. '®But he looked at the kine 
and said, “Because you have authority 


has forsaken our people. Continue. ang 
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was not I who gave you breath and life, nor 
I who arranged in order the elements 
within each of you.t “Therefore the Cré- 
ator of the world, who formed man in the 
beginning and devised the origin of all 
things, will give both breath and life back 
to you again in His mercy, since you now 
disregard yourselves for the sake of His 
laws.” 

24Antiochus supposed that he was being 
treated with contempt, and suspected her 
speech was insulting him personally. Thus, 
since the youngest brother was still alive, 
not only did he appeal to him in words, but 





at the same time guaranteed him with 





oaths that he would make him rich and en- 
viable if he would turn away from his fa- 
thers, and that he would consider him a 
friend and entrust him with public affairs.t 
But when the young man refused to pay 


_any attention to him, the king called his 
among men, mortal though you are, you do | 
what you please;.but do not think that God | 


ie 


behold how His mighty. power wili torture | 


you and your seed!” 

After him they led forward. the sixth: 
When he was about to die, he said, “Do not 
deceive yourself, for we are suffering these 
things on our own account because of our 
sins against our own God. Therefore things 
worthy of wonder have happened. !9But do 
not think that you shall be innocent for try- 
ing to fight against God!” 

The mother was especially admirable 
and worthy of good memory. Though she 
Saw her seven sons perish in the span of a 
Single day, she bore it courageously be- 
cause of her hope in the Lord.t 2!She en- 
couraged each of them in the language of 
their fathers, Filled with a noble spirit, she 
stirred her womanly reasoning with manly 
courage, saying to them, “I do not know 
how you came into being in my womb, It 


eee 


mother to him and urged her to advise the 
boy to save himself. 26After much urging 
‘rom him, she agreed to persuade her son. 
“But she leaned close to him and mocked 
the cruel, tyrant, speaking in their native 
longue, saying, “My son, have mercy on 
me. carried you for nine months in my 
womb, and nursed you for three years. I 
reared you and brought you up to this point 
in your life, and have taken care of you. 281 
beseech you, my child, to look at heaven 
and earth and see everything in them, and 
know that God made them out of nothing: 
so also He made the race of man in this 
way.' 29Do not fear this executioner! But be 
worthy of your brothers and accept death, 
that in God’s mercy I may receive you back 
again with your brothers.”t 

While she continued speaking, the 


young man said to the king, “What are you 
waiting for? I will not obey the king’s com- 


mand, but | obey the command of the law. 
given to our fathers through Moses. 3!But 


7:14 In the Gospel of St. John, Jesus speaks of two paths for the resurrected: eternal life for those who 
Nave done good and condemnation for those who have done evil (Jn 5:29). 

7:20 A basic hymn and prayer of the Orthodox Church is “Memory Eternal”—that the righteous 
departed will be kept in God's memory for all eternity. The mother and the seven brothers bring to 


mind the fullness of God's mercy and love. 


7:22 Ít is the Spirit of God who gives breath and life to all people who come into the world (see 
7), 


Gn 2:7 


7:24-31 The tactics of Antiochus were often used by executioners to tempt Christian martyrs to reject 


Christ. 


7:28 That God created the universe out of nothing is a fundamental teaching of the Holy Scriptures 


(Gn 1:1; also see Heb 11:3). 


7:29 The mother clearly confesses the bodily resurrection from the dead. 
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you, who have invented all manner of evil 
against the Hebrews, will not escape the 
hands of God, °2for we are suffering be- 
cause of our own sins. 3350 if for the sake of 
reproof and discipline, our living Lord is 
angry for a little while, He will again be 
reconciled with His own servants. 34But 
you, O unholy man and most defiled of all 
men, do not be elated in vain and puffed up 
by uncertain hopes when you raise your 
hand against the children of heaven. >You 
have not yet escaped the judgment of the 
almighty, all-seeing God. 36For now our 
brothers have endured a brief suffering 
and then passed on into everlasting life un- 
der God’s covenant. But you, by. God’s 
judgment, will receive just punishments for 
your haughtiness, Like my brothers, | 
give up body and soul for the laws of our 
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order, he was not to be withstood 
Gentiles, for the wrath of the Lord p 
turned to mercy. "He came Without not 








5As soon as Maccabeus had his 


to towns and villages and set them ON fire 
At opportune times he regained places a 
put to flight not a few of the enemy, 71 


found the night the best time for such hos 


tilities. So talk of his manliness Spread 
everywhere. i 


æ. Nicanor Attacks Judea > 

"When Philip realized that Judas wa 
making progress little by little and that he. 
was advancing with more frequent effi- 
ciency, he wrote to Ptolemy, the governor 
of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, for aid to the 
King’s government. °And Ptolemy quickly 
appointed Nicanor the son of Patroclus, 


fathers, crying out te God, that He may | tne foremost of his friends. He sent himin 
soon show His mercy tc our nation, and by | Command of no fewer than twenty thou- 
afflictions and calamities inake you con- | Sand Gentiles of all nations to get rid of 
fess that He alone is God,t 33and through | all’the people of Judea. He sent Gorgias 
my brothers and me bring to an end the | With him, a general and a man experi | 
wrath of the Almighty which hiis justly enced in the affairs of War. lLoNicanor de 
come upon our entire nation” "£i _tepmineä to make up for the king the 


"Then the king became bitterly enraged 
at his contempt and treated him worse than 
the others. #°So, putting his trust completely 
in the Lord, he died in his innocence. 4!Last 
of all, the mother died, after her sons. 

42] et this be enough, then, about the eat- 


taxes due to the Romans—two thousand 
talents—from the capture of the Jews. 
‘'He immediately sent word to the cities 
by the sea, inviting them to buy Jewish 
slaves and promising to hand over ninety 
Slaves for a talent, not expecting that the 


ing of sacrifices and the extreme tortures. 


- The Revolt of Judas Maccabeus .= 


But Judas, also called Maccabeus, and 

those with him secretly infiltrated the 
villages and summoned their kinsmen. 
They called together those who had contin- 
ued in the Jewish religion and took them as 
companions, So they gathered about six 
thousand men.t ?They invoked the Lord to 
look upon the people, who. were trampled 
underfoot by all, to have compassion on the 
temple, which had been profaned by 
ungodly men, *to have mercy on the city, 
which was being destroyed and was about 
to be leveled to the ground, and to hearken 
to the blood that cried out to Him. “They 
also invoked Him to remember the lawless 
destruction of the sinless babies and the 
blasphemies committed against His name, 
and to show His hatred of evil. 


judgment of the Almighty was about t 
fall upon him. ~- Byer ei 
Now word came to Judas concernits 
Nicanor’s impending attack; and when N? 
told those with him about the arrival of the | 
army, those who were cowardly and 
trustful of God’s justice ran off and © 
moved themselves from that place. “Other 
sold all their remaining property, and al the 
| same time entreated the Lord to restè 
those sold by the ungodly Nicanor bef" 





because they were called by His holy 
magnificent name. !6But Maccabeus 








panic-stricken by the enemy nor to fear ; 
great multitude of Gentiles who werè 


justly coming against them, but to ¢° fey 





7:37, 38 While condemning King Antiochus’ actions, the 
tually repent and confess that He alone is God. 3 n 
8:1-7 The lowest point of the book has been reached, and now the 
against the Gentiles under the leadership of Judas Maccabeus. 


youngest brother also hopes that he wl at n 


people of Israel begin to revolt e || 


—————— Ne 
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bravely.t He ‘also exhorted them to. keep | it for them as a beginning of mercy. ** Then 
before their eyes the lawless outrage com- | after the Sabbath they gave a portion of the 
mitted against the holy place by the Gen- | spoils to those who were tortured and to 
tiles, and the torture of the mocked city, | the widows and orphans, and distributed 
and still more the dissolution of their an- | the rest among themselves and their chil- 
cestral way of life. !8“For they trust in arms | dren. “When they had done this, they made 
and bold acts,” he said, “but we trust’ in | a common supplication and besought the 
Almighty God, who with only one nod is merciful Lord to be reconciled at last with 
able to overthrow both those who come | His.servants. 
against us and the entire world.” + 30Moreover, of the forces on the side of | 
19He also spoke to them of the times help | Timothy and Bacchides, who contended 
came to their forefathers, how the one hun- | against them, they killed more than twenty 
dred and eighty-five thousand perished un- | thousand of them and became the masters 
der Sennacherib, Xand how in the time | of exceedingly high fortresses. They di- 
when the battle took place in Babylonia | vided a; great, many spoils, giving shares 
against the Galatians, eight thousand in:all | equal to their own to those who had been 


entered the fray, along with four thousand | tortured and to the orphans and widows, 
d. 21After they collected 


Macedonians. But when the Macedonians | and also to the age 
were perplexed, the eight thousand. de: | the enemy’s weapons, they organized them 
stroyed the one hundred and twenty thou- | all carefully:in-convenient places, and car- 
sand because of the help that came to them | rieduthe rest of the spoils to Jerusalem. 
from heaven. Then they. took many spoils. | 52They killed the commander of Timothy's 
be dae Victories 22 forces, ‘a: most unholy man and one who 
: F had greatly troubled the Jews: **While they 
21With these words he gave them good | were celebrating the victory in the city of 
courage and prepared them to die on be- | their fathers, they burned those who had 
half of their laws and-their homeland. Then | set fire to the temple gates: Callisthenes 
he divided his forces into four parts. ”He | and-some others; who: had fled into one 
appointed his brothers, Simon and Joseph | small house; so they received a recom- 
and Jonathan, each to command a division, | pense worthy of their impiety. ~~ 
putting fifteen hundred soldiers under | . 34[he thrice-sinful Nicanor had brought 
each. 23In addition, he appointed Eleazar to | the thousand merchants for the purchase 
read aloud from the holy book and gave the | of the Jews, but he was humbled with the 
watchword, “The help of God.” Then he,led | help of the Lord by the opponents he re- 
the first division himself and joined battle | garded as of the least account. Thus, after 
with Nicanor.t >.>" | he succeeded primarily in the destruction 
4When-the Almighty became their ally, | of his own army, he took off his glorious 
they slew more than nine thousand of the military apparel and made his way inland 
enemy, and wounded and crippled most of | gjone like’a fugitive until he reached Anti- 
Nicanor’s army, and forced them all to flee. | och. 36There, he who had undertaken to es- 
“They seized the money of those who | tablish taxes for the Romans by the capture 
came to buy them as slaves, After they pur- | of the people of Jerusalem proclaimed that 
sued them for some distance, they were | the Jews had a Defender, and therefore 
compelled to return because of the hour; | were invulnerable, because they followed 
for they did not continue their pursuit be- | the laws appointed beforehand by Him 
Cause it was the day before the Sabbath,t Were mes ) 
“So when they had collected their arms s God Punishes Antiochus . 
and stripped the spoils from their enemy, About that time, it happened that 
they kept the Sabbath, greatly blessing and Antiochus returned in dishonor from 
giving thanks to the Lord, who had brought | the region of Persia, “For he had entered 
them safely through the day and appointed | the city called Persepolis and attempted to 





8:16 The revolt gains momentum and the early successes attract six thousand Jews, who form ar army 

IN order to enter full-scale warfare against the Gentiles. 4 

ee The outmanned army of Jews with its watchword is not unlike the army of the Emperor Constan- 
ine, who fought in the name of Christ to defeat a superior foe in the early fourth century, -~ 


8:26, 27 Even in the heat of battle, keeping the Sabbath took precedence over all else. 
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rob the temples and control the city. 
Therefore when the citizens rushed to the 
city’s aid with arms, Antiochus and his men 
were routed; and it came about that 
Antiochus was put to flight by the citizens 
and made a shameful return home. ?Now 
while he was in Ecbatana, news came to 
him about what had happened to Nicanor 
and the forces of Timothy. 4Swollen with 
rage, he supposed that he would also vent 
upon the Jews the evil done to him by those 
who had banished him. Wherefore he com- 
manded ‘his charioteer to drive without 
stopping to complete the journey. But the 


judgment of heaven came upon him, for in | 
his arrogance he said, “When I arrive there | 


I will make Jerusalem a common burial 
place of the Jews.” 

‘But the all-seeing Lord, the God of Is- 
rael, struck him with an‘incurable and un- 


seen plague. For as soon as he stopped | 


Speaking, a deadly pain seized: him in his 
inward parts, with sharp internal tor- 
ments— and this very jusily, for he had 
tortured the inward parts: of others with 
many and unusual afflictions: “Yet by no 
means did he cease irom his haughtiness, 
but was even more filled with arregance, 
breathing fire in his rage against the Jews 
and giving orders to hasten the journey. So 
it came to pass that he fell out of his char- 
iot as it rushed along, and the fall was so 
hard that it tortured every limb of his body. 

eHe who had just been thinking that he 
could command the waves of the sea be- 
cause of his superhuman arrogance, and 
imagined he could weigh the high moun- 
tains in a balance, was brought down to 
earth and carried in a litter. Thus he con- 
veyed plainly to all the manifest power of 
God.t *Accordingly, worms swarmed up 
from the ungodly man’s body, and his flesh 
rotted away while he was still alive, an- 
guishing and in pain. Because of his odor, 
the whole army was repulsed by his rotten- 
ness,t Wand because of his intolerable 
smell no one was able to carry the man 
who a little while before thought he could 
touch the stars of heaven. ''Then he was 
broken down, and began to cease from 





9:8 There is a song of peace in Isaiah wherein no one but the Lord can weigh the high mountains 
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much of his arrogance and to come ta | 
recognition of the divine scourge; fo, " 
was bent over with pain at every momenty 
2When he could no longer endure his 
stench, he spoke these words: “It is right tg 
be subject to God, and no mortal Should 
think that he is equal with God.” 

!3Then this disgusting man prayed to the 
Lord, who would no longer have mercy op 
him, “saying that the holy city, which he 
had been hastening to level to the ground 
and make into a common burial place, hẹ 
was now proclaiming to be free. More. 
over, the Jews, whom he did not consider 
worthy of a burial place, but to be thrown 
out along with their children for the wig 
animals and the birds to eat, he would 
make them all equal to citizens of Athens 
i6Furthermore, the holy temple, which he 


had plundered in times past, he wo 


adorn with the finest offerings, and re 
store—many times over—all the holy ves- 
sels; and the taxes assigned to the sacr- 
fices he would pay from his own revenues. 
17In addition to this, he also would become 
a Jew and visit every inhabited place to 





| proclaim the might of God. 


| 
«~ A Final Letter to the Jews = 
18But when his sufferings did not cease al 
all, for the judgment of God came upon him 
justly, he was driven to despair over whal 
had happened to him. Thus he wrote the 
Jews the letter recorded below, in the fom 
of a supplication. It contained the followme - 
words: ji wi 
To the good Jewish citizens, Ant | 
ochus your king and general sends m 
greetings and good wishes for you! 
health and welfare. 2°If you and you. 
children are strong and your interest | 
are served, then I am glad. With my ho? - 
in heaven, 2I kindly remember your të 
spect and goodwill. | 
“Now as I was returning home ie 
the region of Persia, I was struck wit! 
difficult illness and now consider it n8® 
essary to be concerned about the colt 
mon safety of all. 22But I am not &! P 
up hope for myself, for I have great ht 


ie ay anual t 
(Is 40:12); but Antiochus is so absorbed in superhuman arrogance he is seen as making himself equal? 


God (see 9:12). 


9:9 Note that Herod was inflicted with a similar condition (Acts 12:23). | ‘nto th 
9:11-18 Antiochus’ repentance is a classic case of too little too late. “It is a fearful thing to fall in ) 


hands of the living God” (Heb 10:31), 


i 








of escaping from this illness. 23Neverthe- 
less, | observed that even my father. 
when he led his army into the upper 
countries, appointed his successor, 24that 
if anything unexpected should arise or 
any unwelcome news should come, the 
people throughout the realm would not 
be troubled; for they would know to 
whom the government was left. 

°“In addition to this, I understand how 
the rulers, close at hand and the neigh- 
bors of my kingdom. keep watching for 
opportunities and waiting to see how 
things will turn out. Thus | have ap- 
pointed my son Antiochus to be king. Of- 
tentimes when I hastened off to the upper 
provinces, I entrusted and commended 
him to most of you. So I have written-to 
him what is written here. 

26“ 
that you remember my acts of kindness | 
for both the common and private good, | 
and maintain your present goodwill. to- | 
ward me and my-son. ?7For I ami per- | 
suaded that-he, following: my-policy, will | 
treat you kindly and considerately.” 
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again to fall into such calamities, but if they 
should ever sin, they might be chastised by 
Him with gentleness and not be handed 
over to blasphemous and barbarous na- 
tions. “It happened on the anniversary of 
the same day the temple was profaned by 
the foreigners, that the purification of the 
temple took place: on the twenty-fifth day 
of the same month, which was Chislevt 
*They celebrated it for eight days with re- 
joicing, in the manner of the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, remembering how a short time be- 
fore they had spent the feast living in 
mountains and caves like wild animals 
‘Therefore, carrying ivy-wreathed wands, 
beautiful olive branches, and even palm 
branches, they offered hymns of praise to 
Him who made possible the purifying of 
His: own place.t 8They decreed by a com- 


Therefore I urge you and request | mon edict and vote that the whole Jewish 


nation should celebrate these days every 
year. “Such then was the end of Antiochus. 
called Epiphanes. 
~ The Reign of Antiochus V Begins -= 
\ONow we will tell what took place under 





So the murderer and blasphemer suf- | Antiochus Eupator, the son of that ungodly 
fered very grievously, as he had treated | man, and will set forth and encompass 
others. For he died a miserable death in the | briefly the calamities of the wars.t For 
mountains of a foreign land. “Then Philip, | this man inherited the kingdom and ap- 
who grew up with. him, took his. body | pointed a certain Lysias as chief governor 
home. But fearing the son of Antiochus, he | Of Coelesyria and Phoenicia. !Then 
went instead to Ptolemy Philometor in | Ptolemy, called Macron, led the way in pro- 
Egypt. tecting the rights of the Jews because of the 

7 wrongdoing that happened to them, and he 
æ Judas Maccabeus Purifies attempted to maintain peaceful relations 
the Temple > with them. !*For this reason he was accused 
] With the’ Lord leading them on, | before Eupator by the king’s friends. He 
Maccabeus and those with him | heard himself called a traitor at every turn 
received back the temple and the City. | because he abandoned Cyprus, entrusted 
‘They took down the altars fabricated in | to him by Philometor, and defected to Anti- 
the marketplace by the foreigners, and also | ochus Epiphanes, Since he could not exer- 
destroyed the sacred precincts. “When they | cise his noble authority honorably, he took 
had purified the temple, they made another | poison and ended his life. 
altar and, striking fire out of pones they 
ifices—the first in two years. 
I a ASIT and lit lamps and set ‘When Gorgias became governor of the 
out the bread of the Presence. region, he maintained mercenary troops 

‘When they had done this, they fell pros- | and attacked the Jews at every turn. At 

trate and besought the Lord so as never | the same time, the Idumeans, in possession 


~œ The Idumeans Fall to Judas ma 





-fif lev on the Hebrew calendar corresponds with December 25, bringing to 
de fominy Deke Sorta God in the flesh for the purification of mankind, 
10:6 The Feast of Tabernacles is a September Jewish feast, mentioned in Lv 23:43 as the Feast of 
Booths, when the Jews would live in booths constructed out of palm branches. 
10:7 The scene is reminiscent of Palm Sunday (Jn 12:13). | | 
10:10 Antiochus Eupator inherits the kingdom in 9:25, He is a young boy who reigns for only two years 
before being murdered (see 14:1, 2; 1Mc 7:34), 
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of vital strongholds, were harassing the 
Jews. They received fugitives from 
Jerusalem and endeavored to keep up the 
war. !6But Maccabeus and his men made 
supplication and implored God to be their 
ally, then rushed against the strongholds of 
the Idumeans. They attacked them ag- 
gressively, gained possession of the places, 
and drove back all who fought upon the 
wall. They slaughtered everyone they en- 
countered, killing no fewer than twenty 
thousand. : 


'SBut at least nine thousand fled into two 


very strong towers, which were well | 


equipped, containing everything necessary 
to withstand a siege. 9S0 Maccabeus left 
behind Simon; Joseph, and also Zacchaeus 
and those with him, a force sufficient to: be- 
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siege them. Then he went to more urgent | 


places. “°But those’ around: Simon. who 
were money lovers; were bribed by some of 


those in the towers. When tney ‘had re- | 


ceived seventy thousand drachmas, thev al- Stronghold for four days, 34but the men 


lowed some of them to slip away. 2AWhen 


news of what happened reached Mac- | 50 they kept blaspheming beyond measure 


cabeus, he gathered the leaders of the peo- 
ple and accused them of selling their broth- 
ers for money by releasing their enemies to 
fight against them. 22Then he killed these 
men who had become traitors and immedi- 
ately seized the two towers. 2°Faring well at 
arms in everything he undertook, he de- 
stroyed more than twenty thousand in the 
two fortresses. 


=. Maccabeus Victorious over Timothy e- 

“Now Timothy, who had been defeated 
previously by the Jews, gathered a very 
massive and powerful force of mercenaries 


and assembled cavalry from Asia in no | 


small number. Then he arrived as' though 
he would take Judea captive. 25As he drew 
near, Maccabeus and his mén made suppli- 
cation to God as they sprinkled earth on 
their heads and girded their loins with 
sackcloth. They., fell prostrate before the 
foot of the altar and implored Him to be 


merciful to them and to be an enemy to 


their enemies and an adversary to their ad- 
versaries, as the law plainly shows. 27Then 
arising from prayer, they. took up. their 
weapons and advanced a considerable dis- 
tance from the city, When they came near 
the enemy, they were by themselves. 28But 





10:29 See Rev 9:17. 


10:38 The Jews begin (10:16) and end their task in prayer. 





did on the sacred places of the other nation 
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as dawn was breaking, the armies attack 
one another. The one had the guara 
prosperity and victory, with their virtue 
and the Lord as their place of refuge, but 
the other depended on rage as their leader 
in the fight. 


When the battle was strongly contesteg. 


there appeared to the enemy from 
five majestic men on horses with golden 
bridles, and they were leading the Jews! 
“They took Maccabeus between them and 
Shielded him with their own armor. They 
kept him from being wounded and cast ar- 
rows and thunderbolts on the enemy, 
Wherefore, confused with blindness ang 
full of disorder, they were cut to’ pieces 
‘Twenty thousand five“ hundred were 


heaven 


ntee of 


| 


= Sy 





slaughtered along with six hundred cavalry, 
“Timothy himself fled to a stronghold 


called Gazara, especially well garrisoned, 
where Chaereas was commander, 33Mac. 
cabeus and his men eagerly besieged the 


within it trusted in the security of the place. 


and uttering disgusting words. 35Now when 
the fifth day dawned, twenty young men in 


the army of Maccabeus burned with anger 
because of the blasphemies. So they 
bravely attacked the wall and with savage 
fury struck down everyone they encoun- 
tered. Others likewise went up during the 
distraction against those inside and burned 


down the towers. They kindled fires and 


burned the blasphemers alive. Others 
broke through the gates, let in the rest 0f 


the force, and took control of the city 
*’They killed Timothy, who was hiding in? — 


well, and his brother Chaereas and Apollo 
phanes. “When they had done this, the! 
blessed the Lord with hymns and praises 
thanking Him who shows great kindness © 
Israel and gives them victory.t | 


| ~. The Defeat of Lysias > 

l | Shortly afterward, Lysias, who w 
the king’s guardian and kinst 

and in charge of the government, W 


greatly upset at what had happened, 2a | 


| gathered about eighty thousand infant 
| and all his cavalry to come against the Je 


He purposed to make the city a home 


Greeks, ‘to levy taxes on the temple, & h 









— 
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ond to put the high priesthood up for sale 
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\6Four letters were written to the Jews 








avery vear.t ‘He took no account at all of | from Lysias, encompassing the following:' 


od’s power, but was elated with his count- 
ess. thousands of infantry and his thou- 
sands of cavalry, plus his eighty elephants. 
sThus he entered Judea and drew near Beth- 
zur, a fortified place about twenty miles 
fom Jerusalem, and besieged it. 

sWhen Maccabeus and his men heard of 
this, that Lysias was besieging the strong- 
holds, they and all the people begged the 
Lord with lamentations and tears to send a 
good angel to save Israel. /Maccabeus him- 
self was the first to bear arms, and he 
pleaded with the others to join with him in 
risking their lives to go help their brothers. 
Then they eagerly set out together. ŝBut in 
that place, while. they were. still near 
Jerusalem, a horseman. appeared before 


“Lysias to the people of the Jews, 
greetings. "John and Absalom, who 
were sent by you, have given us your 
signed communication and asked about 
the matters addressed in it. '%Accord- 
ingly, I reported to the king whatever 
was necessary to bring him, and he 
granted whatever was possible. !%If you 
will keep your goodwill toward the gov- 
ernment, I will try in the future to pro- 
mote your welfare. 2°So in behalf of these 
things and their details, I have ordered 
that these men and my representatives 
confer with you. 2'Farewell. The one hun- 
dred and forty-eighth year, the twenty- 
fourth of Dioscorinthius.”t 
22Now the king’s letters contained the 


following: 3 
“King Antiochus to Lysias his brother, 


| 
| them, clothed in white and brandishing a 
| full armor of gold.t °Then together they all 
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blessed the merciful God and were 
strengthened in heart, ready to bring dam- 
age not only on humans but.on the most 
savage of beasts or walls of iron. '"Bbecause 
the Lord had mercy on them. ‘ney: ad- 
vanced with their weapons, having with 
them their ally from heaven. !! They hurled 
themselves against the enemy like lions 
and overthrew eleven thousand of them, as 
Well as sixteen hundred cavalry, and forced 
all of them to flee. }2Most of them escaped, 
wounded and naked, and Lysias himself es- 
Caped by a disgraceful flight. 


™. A Peace Accord with the Jews > 


“But as Lysias was not lacking in intelli- 
ence, he discussed the loss that had hap- | 
bened to him. He realized the Hebrews | 


were unconquerable, because the Almighty 
God was their ally. '4So he sent a message 
and persuaded them to settle everything on 


Just terms. Moreover, perhaps he could also — 


bersuade the king and compel him to be- 
“ome their friend) !5Then Maccabeus 
agreed to everything Lysias urged, since he 
ae Concerned about what was best for all. 
rx whatever Maccabeus gave to Lysias in 


"riting concerning t | | 
1c . Jews, the king 
granted. erning the Je g 





11:3 It Was a 
Jovernment. 


11:8 See 3; 
115588325, 


y Lysias, 
a December, 164 Bc. 
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greetings. 2°Since our father has  de- 
parted to the gods, we desire the subjects 
of the kingdom be undisturbed in caring 
for their own affairs. “*We understand 
the Jews do not approve of our father’s 
change to Greek customs, but choose 
their own way of life and ask that their 
customs be granted them. 2°Since there- 
fore we prefer for this nation to be free 
from disturbance, our decision is for 
their temple to be returned to them and 
for them to live according to the customs 
of their forefathers. @°Therefore, you will 
do well to send word to them and give 
them assurances of friendship, so they 
may know our policy. Be in good spirits, 
and continue gladly to help them in their 
own affairs.” Ma | 

"The king's letter to the nation was as 


follows: 


“King Antiochus to the Jewish senate 
and the rest of the Jews, greetings. 28If 


you are healthy, this would be as we de- 


sire. We are also in good health. 
29Menelaus has told us you wish to return 
home and attend to your own affairs. 
“Therefore, those who return home by 
the thirtieth of Xanthicus will have our 
pledge of friendship, with freedom from 


pagan Greek practice to sell the high priesthood annually in order to raise money for the 


6 The name of Judas Maccabeus is conspicuous in its absence from these letters, an obvious snub 
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fear, 3!for the Jews to enjoy their own food 


and laws as before; and none of them 
shall be troubled in any way for things 
done in ignorance. %1 have also sent 


Menelaus to encourage you. *Farewell. | 


The one hundred and forty-eighth year, 

the fifteenth of Xanthicus.” 

4The Romans also sent them a letter, 
which read as follows: 

“Quintus Memmius and Titus Manius, 
legates of the Romans, to the people of 
the Jews, greetings. 35We also approve of 
those things concerning which Lysias the 
kinsman of the king has granted you. 
36But the matters he decided to report to 


the king, as soon as you have considered | alry. ''After a strongly contested battle, Jy. 


these things, send someone promptly 
that we may explain what is suitable for 


you, for we are on our way to Antioch. | 


37For this reason make haste and send 
someone to let us know your intentions. 
38Farewell. The one hundred and forty- 
eighth year, the fifteenth of Aanthicus.” 
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gates of the city were closed, he departey 
intending to come again and root oy the 


benefit them in other ways. '*So Judas, sup- 
posing they could indeed be useful in var- 
ied ways, agreed to make peace with them. 





n 





when he learned that the people in Jamnig 
intended to wipe out the Jews who were 
living among them in the same way,t %he a, 


| 
whole community of Joppa. #Howeyę 
tacked the Jamnian people by night and gu 


the harbor and the fleet on fire; therefor, 
the glow of the light was visible as far a 
| Jerusalem, thirty miles away. E 


æ Defeat of the Nomads ~ | 
\0When they had gone about a mile from 
there on their march against Timothy 
Arabs attacked him with no less than five 
thousand infantry and five hundred cay- 


das and his men, with God’s help, were suc. | 
cessful. The defeated nomads pleaded with | 
Judas to grant them pledges of friendship. 
They promised to give him livestock and to 





+s Judas Prevails in Joppa ard Jamnia ~ | Then after he accepted their pledges, they 


] _When these agreements had been 

made, Lysias returned to the king, 
and the Jews went back to their farming. 
2But some of the governors of various 


locales—Timothy and. Apollonius son of 


Gennaeus, as well. as Hieronymus and 
Demophon, and in addition Nicanor the 
commander of the Cyprians—would not 


allow, the Jews to enjoy tranquility and live | 


in peace.t 


Then the people of Joppa did so great an | 
ungodly deed as this: they invited the Jews | 


who lived among them, together with their 
wives and children, to embark on ships 
equipped for sea, as though they harbored 
no ill will toward them. Now this was done 
by the common vote of the city. But when 
the Jews welcomed this, wishing to live in 


peace and suspecting nothing, the men of 


Joppa took them out to sea and drowned at 
least two hundred of them. 

5When Judas learned of the cruelty vis- 
ited on his countrymen, he summoned his 


men. ®So when he had called upon God, the 


righteous judge, he attacked the murderers 


of his brothers. He set the harbor on fire by 
night, burned the ships, and put to the. 


sword those who fled there. 7But since the 





12:2 Timothy; See 8:30-33, 
12:8 Jamnia is just south of Joppa, 
12:15 See Jos 6:1-21, 


and continued on to Charax, to the 
who were called Toubiani. '8They did N 





_returned to their tents. 
| 13He also attacked a certain town named 


Caspin, strongly fortified with earthworks 
and walls, and inhabited by a mixed popu 
lation of Gentiles. Those within it trusted 
in the security of the walls and their supply 
of provisions. They behaved very contemp- 
tuously toward Judas and his men, insult 
ing them and even blaspheming and sayié 
unlawful things. 5But Judas and his men — 
called upon the great Lord of the world 
who overthrew Jericho without batterie 
rams or engines of war in the times 0 
Joshua. Then Judas and his men assaulted 
the walls.t \6They overpowered the city W 
the will of God and inflicted such indè | 
scribable slaughter that the adjoining ake, 
a quarter of a mile wide, seemed to be fille 
with blood. | 


«x Victory over Timothy’s Garrison F 


'7From there, they went ninety-five oo 


overtake Timothy in that region, for by thel 
he had departed from there without ac¢ 
plishing anything; but in one place 
left a very strong garrison. !8Dosithe ‘el 
Sosipater, who were commanders W 














Maccabeus, marched out and crushed those 
men Timothy left in the stronghold, over ten 
thousand soldiers. “But Maccabeus orga- 
nized his army in divisions—setting men in 
command of the divisions—and hastened 
after Timothy, who had with him one hun- 


dred and twenty thousand infantry and two | 


thousand five hundred cavalry. 

When Timothy learned of the approach 
of Judas, he sent the women and the chil- 
dren ahead with the baggage to a place 
called Carnaim; for that place was hard to 
attack and difficult to access because of the 


narrowness Of all its places. 22But when Ju- 


das’ first division appeared, alarm and fear 
came over the enemy at the manifestation 
to them of Him who sees all things. They 
ran off in flight, rushing headlong in every 
direction, so as to be often hurt by their 
own men and stabbed by the points of their 
own swords.t 23Judas pursued them with 
great vigor, piercing the sinful men with 
the sword and killing as many as thirty 
thousand of them. 

“Timothy himself fell into the hands of 
Dositheus and Sosipater and their soldiers. 
With great trickery he pleaded with them 
to let him go safely, because he held the 


parents of most of them and some of their | 


brothers, to whom no regard would be 
shown. 2°So when with many words he had 
confirmed his solemn promise to restore 
them unharmed, they released him for the 
Sake of rescuing their brothers. 


æ. Other Campaigns 7- 
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ried on to Scythopolis, seventy-five miles 








from Jerusalem. 2°But when the Jews who 





| 


lived there testified to the goodwill the peo- 
ple of Scythopolis had shown them and 
their civilized treatment of them in times of 
trouble, *!they thanked them and encour- 
aged them. also to be favorable to the Jew- 
ish race in the future. Then Judas and his 
men arrived at Jerusalem, the Feast of 
Weeks being close at hand.t 

32After this feast, also called Pentecost, 
they marched against Gorgias, the gover- 
nor of Idumea.t 23He came out against them 
with three thousand infantry and four hun- 
dred cavalry. 34After they engaged in battle, 
it happened that a few of the Jews were 
killed. But a certain Dositheus, one of Ba- 
cenor’s men, a man on horseback and a 
strong man, grabbed hold of Gorgias. He 
took hold of his cloak and was dragging 
him off by sheer strength. He intended to 
take the accursed man alive, but one of the 
Thracian cavalry chased him down and 
severed his arm. So Gorgias fled to Marisa. 

soNow Esdris and his men had been 
righting for a long while and were tired. So 


T 


| Judas called on the Lord to show Himself 


_as their ally and leader in battle. 37They be- 


“Then Judas marched against Carnaim | 


and the temple of Atargatis, and destroyed 
twenty-five thousand people. 27After the 
rout and slaughter of these, he also 
marched on Ephron, a fortified town where 
Lysias lived with countless people of all na- 
tions. Strong young men were set as guards 
before the walls and fought mightily. Many 
Provisions of war engines and missiles 
were stored there. 28But the Jews called 


upon the Lord, who with power crushes the | 


strength of His enemies. Thus they took 

bossession of the city and killed as many as 

venty-five thousand of those within it. 
loving away from Ephron, they hur- 





12:31 This is 
€ present in Jerusalem. 


12 


12:22 A manifestation of God, who sees all things. 
a wheat harvest feast celebrated seven weeks after Passover when men were required to 


gan io sound the battle cry in the language 
of their forefathers and sang hymns. Then 
he charged against the troops. of Gorgias 
when they least expected it, and set them to 
flight. 


æ Prayers for the Fallen .= 


38Then Judas retrieved his army and en- 
tered the city of Adullam. As the seventh 
day was dawning, they purified themselves 
according to custom and spent the Sab- 
bath there. The following day, as was 
now necessary, Judas and his men left to 
gather up the bodies of those killed in bat- 
tle, to bring them back to rest with their 
kindred in the tombs of their forefathers. 
But under the tunics of each of the dead, 


they uncovered sacred tokens of the Jamn- 


ian idols, which the Jews are forbidden by 
law to wear, So the reason these men died 
in battle became clear to everyone,t 4! Thus 
they all blessed the ways of the Lord, the 
righteous judge, who reveals the hidden 


‘32 Pentecost is used here as another name for the Feast of Weeks. 
‘40 These tokens are pagan charms that are idolatrous to the Jews. 
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things. “They turned to supplication and 
prayed that the sin they had committed 
might be completely blotted out.t 
The noble Judas exhorted his people to 
guard themselves from sin, for with their 
own eyes they had seen what happened to 
those who died in battle because of their sin. 
He then took up an offering from his sol- 
diers amounting to two thousand silver 
drachmas, and sent it to Jerusalem to pre- | 
sent as a sin offering. In doing so he acted | of 
properly and with honor, taking note of the | | “The king was coming with barbarous 
resurrection.t “For if he were not looking for | arrogance to face the Jews with things far, 
the resurrection of those fallen, it would have | Worse than anything done by his father 
been utterly foolish to pray for the departed, | '’But when. Judas learned of this, fe 
*But since he was looking to the reward of | Charged the people to call upon the Lori 
splendor laid up for those who repose in | day and night, asking Him to help then 
godliness, it was a holy and godly purpose. | NOW as He had formerly; for they wer 
Thus he made;atonement for the fallen, so as | about to be deprived of their law, their 
to set them free-from their transgression.t | homeland, and their temple. ''They prayed 
A | He would not allow the people who had 
a. The Deaih of Menelaus o> | just begun a new life to fall into the hands 
] 34 In the one hundred forty-ninth year, | of the blaspheming Gentiles. !After they 
Judas and his men got word that | all made the same petition together and 
Antiochus Eupator was marching against | constantly implored the merciful Lord with 
Judea with a huge army, 2ane with him his weeping, fasting, and prostrations for three 
guardian, Lysias, who was in charge of the | days, Judas encouraged them and com: 
government. Each of them had a Greek | manded them to stand firm? ie Fir: 
army of one hundred ter thousand) Then he consulted privately with the 
infantry, five thousand three hundred | elders and determined to march out, to le 
horsemen, twenty-two elephants, and three | the matter be decided by the help of Got 
hundred chariots armed with scythes. before the king’s army could enter Judei 
’Menelaus also joined forces with them, | and take possession of the city. 1450, com 
It was a great irony that he encouraged An- | mitting the results to the Creator of all and 
tiochus, not for the preservation of his | urging those with him to fight nobly to the | 
homeland, but for his expectation to be es- | death for the laws, the temple, the city, tit | 
tablished in authority. ‘But the King of | country, and the commonwealth. he post 
kings aroused anger in Antiochus against | tioned his army near Modein. !After lt 
this sinful man, So when Lysias pointed out | gave his men the watchword, “God's Ve 
that this man was the cause of all the trou- | tory,” and chose his best young men. he be 
ble, he commanded them to take him to | sieged the royal palace by night, killing ® 
Beroea, to put him to death as was the cus- | many as two thousand men in the camp. £ ; 
tom there.t For there is a tower in that | also slew the leading elephant and its rider 
place, fifty cubits high and filled with | !6As a result, they filled the camp with tet | 
ashes. It also has a contrivance continuing | ror and disorder and departed victorious» 
around it on all sides that inclines steeply | "This all happened by daybreak, becat 
into the ashes. “There they all shove any- | the protection of the Lord was with ne 
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cessive evils to their destruction. 7 tg 
happened that Menelaus the lawbreay. 
died by such a destiny. He was even 4 
-prived of a burial in the ground, 8Now th. 
was altogether just, for since he commit 
many sins against the'sacred altar, whe 
fire and ashes ‘were holy, he should gg 
death for himself in ashes. | 





one guilty of sacrilege or who hag 
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12:42 This is a clear statement that the righteous Jews prayed for the departed so that the sin they bw : 
committed might be blotted out, | | 3 rom 
12:43, 44 It is hope in the resurrection of the departed that forms the basis for prayers for them: gr 
Christ all are alive, The power of these verses clearly indicates the depth of belief the Jews had in ; 
the resurrection and the power of prayer for those gone before us to their rest. a 
12:45 Judas Maccabeus leads the Jews in praying for the release of their compatriots who had sinne 
13:4 The King of kings is the Eternal Son and Word of God (see Rev 19:13, 16). nd 
13:12 To pray in a prostrate position was a sign of great need to be freed from acts of sacrilege id ) 
3:15; 10:4). The fact that they made prostrations for three days and then arose reminds us of the bets 
day resurrection of Jesus Christ. i MADA | | tod 
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n Antiochus V Makes Peace with. iD 


the Jews e one hundred and fifty-first year and pre- 


“Thus the king tasted the courage of the | sented him a crown of gold and a palm 
Jews and plotted a strategy against their | branch, as well as some of the customary 
positions. He marched against Beth-zur, a | olive branches from the temple. During 
stronghold of the Jews, but was turned | that day he remained peaceful.t 5But he 
back. He attacked again, but was beaten, | seized an opportunity in his own stupidity 
0 Judas then sent supplies to the men inside | when he was invited by Demetrius to a ses- 
the fortress. 2'!But Rhodocus, a man from sion of the council and was questioned 
the Jewish army, tipped off the enemy with | about the disposition and intentions of the 
secret information. Thus he was sought af- | JEWS. 
ter, caught, and imprisoned. 22The king | Thus he said to the council: *“Those of 
spoke a second time with the people in | the Jews who are called Hasideans, whose 
Beth-zur, gave assurances, received their | leader is Judas Maccabeus, are maintain- 
pledges, and departed: He then attacked | 10E war and stirring up rebellion, and will 
Judas and his forces, but was vanquished. | 20t allow the kingdom to attain stability." 
He then learned that Philip, whom he | Wherefore I have set aside my paternal 
had left in charge of the government in An- | &!0r'y— meaning my high priesthood—and 
tioch, had lost his sanity. He was disheart- | TOW have come here. *I came here first out 
ened and summoned the Jews, and yielded | 0! My honest concern for the well-being of 
and gave an oath to ‘honor all their rights: | 2e King, and second out of consideration 
Thus he’settled with'them and offered)sac: ; 121 My Own fellow citizens; for through the 
rifice, respected the temple, and treated the || AEN Ol those Just mentioned, ere 
place humanely. He ‘welcomed ‘Mac | 2. ~ ee pe UENDE Ona ae 
cabeus, and Hegemonides' was left as goy- | C2USe you, O King, are acquainted Vee 
nic tn Abas oven w,, | details of these things, please take care of 
ernor from Ptolemais to Gerdr Theni he | Hand -our_hard- d peopl 
went to Ptolemais, but the people of Ptale- | Our ORY Sear Wes Pani asian ieee 
mais were indignant over the treaty with | OA hac ES ee econ ma Nna nal 
the Jews. In fact, they were so enraged they S onhave acai ay, RE isc 
sought to annul its provisions 26But Lysias | aps ehh Leh aul DS AMD OSS HS 
took the public stage and defended the EOVET IREN 1O Exper coce DERCE, | 
treaty as best he could. He did persuade | Nicanor Sent to Kill Judas = 
them, and gaining their goodwill, he re- | © After he said this, the rest of the king’s 
turned to Antioch. This is the outcome of | friends who bore malice against Judas 
the king’s strategy and settlement. aroused even greater anger in Demetrius. 
Immediately he chose Nicanor, the com- 
| mander of a squadron of elephants, ap- 
After three years’ time, word | pointing him governor of Judea. !3He sent 
i reached Judas and his soldiers that | him off with the charge to kill Judas, scat- 
Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, had killed | ter his soldiers, and establish Alcimus as 
Antiochus and Lysias his’ guardian, then | high priest of the great temple. “The Gen- 
had sailed into the harbor of Tripolis with a | tiles who had fled before Judas throughout 
powerful army and fleett and taken pos- | Judea joined Nicanor, for they thought the 


=æ Alcimus Accuses Judas 7 


session of the country. setbacks and calamities of the Jews would 
’Now there was a certain Alcimus, for- | bring prosperity to themselves. 
merly a high priest, who had willfully de- 'SThe Jews got word of Nicanor’s coming 


filed himself in the times of social and po- | and the assault of the Gentiles. So they 
litical disturbance. He realized there was | sprinkled their heads with earth and prayed 
no way for him to live in safety or to ap- | to Him who establishes His people forever, 
Droach the holy altar ever again. ‘So he | and always helps His own inheritance by 





14:1 This is about the year 161 ac. The invaders kill both Antiochus and Lysias (see 1Mc 7:2-4). 

14:4 By offering the crown of gold Alcimus concedes that Demetrius is the new king, and the palm 
branch is an emblem of his victory. Our Lord is offered palm branches in Jerusalem emblematic of His 
Kingship (Jn 12:13), OLE Yo tus a pay 

14:6-10 The parallels between Alcimus and Judas Iscariot are noteworthy, Alcimus attempts to destroy 
Judas Maccabeus as Judas Iscariot betrays Jesus, 





————_— 





making Himself present.t At the command 
of Judas their leader, they immediately 
moved the army from there and met the en- 
emy in battle at a village called Dessau. 
“Simon, the brother of Judas, had encoun- 


tered Nicanor in battle, but was halted be- | 


cause of the unexpected silence of those 
adversaries. 


œ. A Short-Lived Alliance «= 


'SNevertheless, when Nicanor heard of 
the bravery of Judas and his men and their 
courage in battle for their country, he 
pulled back from deciding the matter by 
bloodshed. !9So he sent forth Posidonius, 
Theodotus, and Mattathias to offer and re- 
ceive pledges of friendship. 2°After an ex- 
tensive investigation of the terms, the 


leader communicated the terms to the peo- | 


ple, and it appeared they were of one mind; 
and they agreed to the treaty, 2iSo they set 
aside a day to meet privately. From each 
army a chariot came. forward, and seats of 
honor were set-in place. “Judas appointed 
battle-ready men at strategic places lest the 
enemy attempt sudden. trickery, but the 
consultation was held in.a iing way. 

“Nicanor remained.in Jerusalem. and did 
nothing improper, but he. dismissed the 
crowd of people that had gathered. 24He 
also kept Judas in his presence continually, 
for he was heartily attached to the man. 
“oHe encouraged him to marry and have 
children. Thus Judas got married, settled 
down, and lived a normal life. 


A Rekindled Enmity .=. 

“When Alcimus became aware of their 
goodwill for each other, he took the treaty 
that was: made and. went to King 
Demetrius. He told him Nicanor was dis- 
loyal to the government, since he had ap- 
pointed Judas, the plotter against the king- 
dom, to be his successor, 27The king 
became enraged. Proyoked by the false ac- 
cusations of that depraved man, he wrote to 
Nicanor that he was most displeased with 
the treaty and ordered him to send Mac- 
cabeus as a prisoner to Antioch at once. 

48When this message reached Nicanor, 
he was upset and very grieved that he had 
to break the agreement when the man had 





Gn 3:19 and also Jos 7:6), 


14:33 Since the Jews had recent memory of the cult of Dionysus, 


impact (see 6:7),. 


2 MACCABEES 14:16 OOt 








not done wrong. “But since he ¢ 
act in opposition to the 








ould ny 
king, he watcha 


for a strategic opportunity to carry Out th. 


command. “*Maccabeu 


S$ noticed f 


Nicanor was becoming more harsh in hie 
treatment of him and more rude When t 
met than was customary. Judas decid 
Nicanor’s sour behavior was not at all Dro. 


| pitious, so he gathered up a good number 


of his men and hid from him. 

‘'When Nicanor realized he had been 
boldly outmaneuvered by the man, he Went 
to the great and holy temple and found the 


priests offering the cust 


omary Sacrifices 


He commanded them to hand him Over 
“They declared under oath they did ng | 


know the whereabouts 


of the man he 


sought. *3So Nicanor stretched out his right 
hand toward the temple and swore this 
oath: “If you will not hand over Judas to me 
as a prisoner, I will raze this shrine of God 


to the ground, destroy the 


altar, and erecta 


this place a splendid temple to Dionysus” 


“After he said this, he departed. Then the 
priests reached out their hands to heaven, | 
calling upon the everlasting Defender of 


Our nation, saying, °“O Lord of all, while 


to have a temple for You 
midst.t “Now then, O Ho 


` You have need of nothing, You were pleased 


r dwelling in our 
ly One, O Lord of 


house so recently purified,” 


~. Razis the Elder Dies = 


“Razis was one of the elders af 
Jerusalem and was denounced before 


Nicanor as a man who 
citizens, a man held in 


loved his fellow: 
high esteem and 


called a father of the Jews because of bis 


goodwill. *8For in past t 
was isolation from the 


imes when thelt 


brought to judgment for practicing thé 


Jewish religion. But with all zeal he risked 
his life, body and soul, for his religio® 


Nicanor wished to make obvious his lt 


Will for the Jews. So he sent more than ys | 
hundred soldiers to arrest Razis, “for De | 


thought that by arresting him, he wou“ 
produce calamity among the Jews. *!! 


when the soldiers were 
the tower and were forci 


14:35, 36 This petition reflects the traditional patterns of Jewish liturgical prayer, 





about to captu | 


ng open the 





14:15 Sprinkling earth on the head is a sign of humility and a recognition of God the Creator (see 


this oath would have had profound 


| all holiness, preserve forever undefiled this _ 


| 

















of the courtyard, they commanded that the 
doors be set on fire. When Razis was sur- 
rounded, he fell upon his own sword, “for 
he preferred to die bravely rather than fall 
into the hands of sinners and suffer out- 
rages unworthy of his own noble birth. 
43However, in the tension of the con- 
frontation, he did not fall with exactness on 
his sword. As the crowd rushed through the 
doors, he took courage and jumped up on 
the wall, bravely throwing himself down 
into the throng. “4But as people quickly 
stepped back, there was an open space, and 
he landed in the midst of the empty area. 
4SHe was still alive. In a blaze of anger, he 
stood up; and though his blood gushed like 
a spring and his injuries were severe, he 
darted through the crowd. He climbed up 
on a steep rock, Sand with his blood com- 
pletely drained out of him, he tore out his 
intestines, took them: in. both hands and 
threw them at the crowd as he calied on the 
Lord of life and spirit to return them to him 
again. Such was the manner of his deatn. 





-s. Nicanor’s Failed Plan -7> 


] When Nicanor learned that Judas | 


Samaria, he decided to attack them inutter 
safety on their day of rest.t 2But the Jews 
who were forced to accompany him said, 
“By no means should you so cruelly and 
barbarously bring destruction. Show 
respect for the Sabbath day, which He who 
sees all things has honored with holiness 
above other days.’t °Then the thrice-sinful 
man asked if there were a Lord in heaven 
who ordered the keeping of the Sabbath 
day. When they declared, “It is the living 


Lord Himself, the Ruler in heaven, who | 


commanded the keeping of the seventh 
day,” 5he responded, “I am a ruler on 
earth. | command you to take up your 
Weapons and complete the king’s busi- 


hess.” Nevertheless, he was unsuccessful in | 


Carrying out his heinous plan. 
œ Judas Maccabeus Mobilizes His 
Men a7 | 


d In his utter vanity and arrogance, Nicanor 
ecided to put up a public monument of 





Boer 








15:1 Nicanor was aware the Jews would not fight on the Sabbath. 


2 MACCABEES 15:18 
victory over Judas and his army. 7But Mac- 
cabeus never ceased to trust the Lord and 
fully hope that He would help him. *So he 
encouraged his men to have no fear of any 
attack from the Gentiles, but to bear in 
mind how help had come to them from 
heaven in times past. Now they should an- 


ticipate the victory the Almighty would 
give to them. °He also exhorted them out of 


the law and the prophets; calling to mind 
the battles they had won, making them 
more eager to fight. !°Then after he revived 
their courage, he gave his commands and 
at the same time emphasized the Gentiles’ 
faithlessness and their failure to keep their 


oaths. !!So he issued each of them armor— 


not so much of the surety of shields and 
spears as with the encouragement of 
courageous speech. Then he inspired them 
all by telling about a dream, a kind of vi- 


sion, worthy of believing. 


12The vision he saw was this: Onias, who 
had been high priest, a true gentleman of 
modest and noble manner, one well-spoken 
and from childhood formed in all that per- 
tains to virtue, was praying with hands out- 


stretched for the whole nation of the Jews." 


and his men were in the proyince of | 3Then in the same manner another man 


appeared, distinguished by his gray hair 
and glory, and having about him a certain 
astonishing and majestic preeminence. 
l4Onias then spoke, saying, “This is Jere- 
miah, the prophet of God, a man who loves 


his brothers and prays fervently for the 
‘people and the holy city.”t Stretching 


forth his right hand, Jeremiah gave a sword 
of gold to Judas, and as he presented it to 
him, he addressed him as follows: '®“Take 
this sacred sword, a gift from God, by 
which you will strike down your enemies.” 

'7Encouraged by Judas’ words, a man so 
good and able in stirring up virtue and 
courage in the souls of young men, they de- 
termined not to plan out a campaign. In- 
stead they would wage war bravely, at 


once, deciding the matter with hand-to- 


hand combat with all manliness, because 
the city, the sanctuary, and the temple were 
at risk, '8Their main concern was not first 
for wives and children, or even for brothers 


15:2 These Jews were conscripted into Nicanor’s army and wished to keep the Sabbath (see Ex 20:8-11). 


15:12 Onias is the high priest recorded in HITE 


i a The Jews believed departed saints like Jeremiah were alive before the general resurrection. This 
(Mt iyo revealed in the New Testament when Moses and Elijah appear with Christ on Mt, Tabor 
:1-4), 








2 MACCABEES 15:19 | 











and relatives; their greatest fear was istor the 
consecrated temple.t 19As for those who re- 
mained in the city, they were distressed and 
worried about the conflict in the open 
country, 


Then Judas, who’ was in body and 
ever the chief defender of his Y 
citizens and who from youth anan 
goodwill toward his countrymen 
manded them to sever Nicanor’s head 4, 
arm and take ‘them back to Jerusalem 


AR Niçanor’s Demise iit ‘IWhen he: arrived there, he -called p 
Everyone was now living in suspense | countrymen together and stationed the 


over the outcome of the war. The enemy | priests before the altar. Then he sent fo | 
Was nearby; their army was prepared for | those in the citadel. *2Before them, he dl. 
battle. And their elephants were strategi- | played the head of the defiled Nicanor an 
cally positioned, and the cavalry was de- | that slanderous man’s hand; which he hag 


ployed on the flanks. 2!Maccabeus noted | boastfully stretched: out against the holy 
carefully the great masses before him, the | house of the Almighty. °%He ‘cut: out the 


variety of their armaments, and the savage- | tongue of the godless Nicanor and an 


ness of the elephants. So he reached out his | nounced he would feed it to the birds bit jy 
hands toward heaven and called on the | pit, and hang up the rewards of his folly op 
Lord, the Wonderworker; for he knew it is | posite the sanctuary. ?4Then everyone lifted 
not by weapons alone, but by the Lord's dè- | their eyes to heaven and blessed the Lori 
cision that victory is won by those worthy | who visited them, saying, “Blessed is He 
of it. Thus he cried out tu Hi um in the fol- | who kept His own place undefiled.” 35Juda 
lowing manner: “O. Lord, in the time of | then fastened Nicanor’s head tothe Wall af | 
Hezekiah the king of Judea, You sent Your | the citadel; a-visible symbol to all preseni 
angel, and he killed as many as one hun- | ofthe Lord’s help: 36So they all-decreed b 
dred and eighty-five thousand in the carp | public vote never to allow this day to beur 
of Sennacherib.* 3S0 now, O Ruler of the | observed. but to celebrate it on the thir 
heavens, send us a noble angel to go before | teenth day of the twelfth month, called 
us spreading fear and trembling. “By the | Adar in the Syrian language—the day bė 
strength of Your arm, may those who speak | fore Mordecai’s day. 
blasphemy as they come against Your holy | | 
ones be struck down.” With these words he | œ The End - | 
completed his prayer. 37This is the way things turned out for 
25Nicanor and his men marched ahead | Nicanor. So from that time on the city ha 
with trumpets and battle songs, 2°but Judas | been controlled by the Hebrews. Thus Iwi 
and his men joined the enemy in battle | end my story here. 38If I have written wel | 
with invocations and prayers.t 2’They | and made my point in the narrative, thisS 
fought with their hands and prayed to God | what I myself desired. But if it was dont | 
in their hearts, and struck down at least | poorly and is just average, this is the pest! 
thirty-five thousand men. So they were | could do. 39For as it is disagreeable to d 
deeply gladdened by God’s visitation. wine only or water only, whereas wine ml 
48When the battle was ended and they | gled with water is pleasing and pari 
were marching home with joy, they recog- | and brings greater joy, so also the writte! i 
nized Nicanor, in full armor, lying dead. | style of the account delights the ears 
29With tumultuous shouts, they blessed the those who read it, This then shall be + 
Lord in the language of their fathers. end.t 
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15:18 The Jews’ main concern is to protect the mpe (see 14:33). 

15:22 See 4Kg 19:35. 

15:26 One of the prayers the Jews may have ùsed in battle is Ps 68, the verses of which the orthoses 
Church uses to begin Paschal Matins, Liturgy, and Vespers. They announce Christ's defeat of death 

the devil. 9 a 
15:30 This is Nicanor’s right arm, which he used to point at the tenple sanctuary ana threaten to 


the altar and erect a shrine to Dionysus (see 14:33; 15:32), 
15:39 Delights the ears indicates this work was meant to be read aloud, 








Aut hor—The author is an unidentified Alexandrian Jew who wrote the book 





in Greek. | exe) ie 


Dat em Early first century BC is a likely date, considering the book’s literary 
affinities and textual similari ities with 2 Maccabees. 


Maj or TI leme — Ae revit the! previous Macca eih] ris. he predominant 
message is that God remains faitl iful to His: chosen people, blessing and preserving 
them in tribulation, The book.was written to console, exhort, and teach the 
Egyptian Jews in the midst of their tribulations, and to inspire faith in the 
providence of God (4: 21) by recouinting how’ the Jews had been delivered 
from similar trials in the past. | 





Back J} ound- The ttle of. the work is a misnomer, fie the contents do not 
deal with the exploits-of the Maccabean heroes. Instead, the book recounts 
the struggles of Egyptian Jews: ie. ees under Ptolemy IV Ppiopaick 
(221-203. BC). Reta a 

The book begins by describing, de. dttempt of ne Pralewny to enter and 
desecrate the Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem temple. When the desecration 
is averted by divine intervention through the prayers of Simon the high 
priest (1:12:24), the king returns to Egypt determined to wreak vengeance 
on Israel for his humiliation in Jerusalem. The remainder of the work 
describes the persecution of the Jews, the miracles wrought on their behalf, 
and their subsequent deliverance By God me 


Outline 












> |. The Battle of Raphia and Ptolemy's | IV Elegie Prayer of Ie eeN Two ‘Angels 
Attempt to Desecrate the Temple (1:1-29) Rescue the Jews (6:1—29) | a 

Il. The Prayer of Simon the High Priest for V. Ptolemy Repents and Favors the Jews: They 
God’s Help Is Answered (2:1-24) | Celebrate (6: 30—7: 23) 

III. King Ptolemy’s Cruel Treatment of the Jews he 


a (2:25-5:51) 


ia t i ’ - i i] 
ae Saja ea ae SES DEMN TIe MEK 





œ The Battle at Raphia > — set out toward the area near Raphia, where 
| When Philopator heard from those | the forces of Antiochus were positioned.t 
hia she returned that the regions he ruled | 7Now a certain Theodotus, intending to 
_ Orders to all his infantry and cavalry forces, | finest of the Ptolemaic weapons issued ear- 

00k his sister Arsinoe along with him, and | lier to him and crossed by night to ‘Ptolemy’ S 





1:1 Philopator | is Ptolemy IV (see 3: 12). The battle near Raphia is dated by most at 217 BC, Arsinoe was 
€ sister of Philopator, who married her and later had her murdered. 


eee ee 


een captured by Antiochus, he issued | carry out a plan he had developed, took the 





3 MACCABEES 1:3 


tent with the intention of killing him by 
himself, and in that way ending the war.t 
3But Dositheus, called the son of Drimylos, 
by birth Jew who afterward changed his re- 
ligion and apostatized from the traditions 
of his fathers, removed the king and put in 


his place a certain unimportant man in the | 
tent. That man suffered the vengeance in- 


tended for the king. 

When a fierce battle took place and 
things were going rather well for Anti- 
ochus, Arsinoe went and exhorted the sol- 


diers with her cries and tears. With her hair | 


disheveled, she urged them to be brave and 
to defend themselves and their children 
and wives. She promised to give each of 
them two minas of gold if they were victo- 
rious.t °So it happened the enemy was de- 
feated in hand-to-hand combat, and many 
were taken captive. “But having prevailed 
against the plot, Ptolemy decided to visit 
and encourage the neighboring cities. 7In 


668 | 





since even citizens of their own 











ever, it was inappropriate for him to 





do thig 
were not allowed to enter, nor even all ) 
priests. Only the high priest who was nt 
over all of them could enter, but Only op 
a year. Ptolemy, though, was not at all te ; 
suaded. Even when the law was read i 
him, still he would not stop insisting that he 
should enter, saying, “Even if others are de. 
prived of this honor, I must not be de. 
prived.”t 13Then he asked why nobody eye, 
prevented him from going into all the othe 
shrines.t !4Someone said without thinking 
that it was improper to take that as a por. 
tent. '"When that happened, he said that fy 
would enter anyway, whether they liked j 
or not. 

Then the priests, fully vested, pros 
trated themselves and supplicated God 
Most High to help them in the present cir- 
cumstances, to turn away the impulse of 
the man of evil design. The temple wa 








doing so and by enriching their sacred | filled with their cries and tears.t Thos: 
precincts with gifts, he built up the morale | who remained in the city rushed out, sup 
of the conquered people. posing that something mysterious was hap- 


æ. Ptolemy Tries to Enter the Temple > 
‘When the Jews sent representatives to 


him from the senate, they greeted him, | 


brought him gifts, and congratulated him 
on the way things turned out. He was favor- 
able to them and eager to visit them soon. 


When he came to Jerusalem, he sacrificed | 


to the Almighty God and made thank offer- 
ings and did what was appropriate in the 
place. In coming into the holy place, he was 
astonished at its excellence and beauty,t 


land he admired the good order of the | 


temple and conceived a desire to enter into 
the inner sanctuary.t !!They told him, how- 


1:2 Theodotus had led the Egyptian army into Syria. 
1:4 Antiochus II! ruled Syria in the years 223-187 Bc. 





-pening.t '8Even the virgins who had re 


mained in their chambers rushed out with 
their mothers and sprinkled dust on thel 
hair, filling the streets with wailing and 


groaning. !8Those, too, who were recently 


brought to their bridal chambers abal: 
doned the modesty that was appropriate 
for them and raced through the city in 4 


disorderly manner. 2°At that point, mothe 


and nurses even abandoned their neW 
borns here and there, some at home ai 
others in the streets, and without lookin 
back crowded into the most high temple: 
21The prayers of those gathered were? 
varied forms because of what the king ™ 


1:9 The Almighty God can also be rendered “God Most High" (1:16; see also 4:16) or even “the Great 


est God.” The place is a reference in late Jewish antiquity to the temple (v. 10) at Jerusalem. 
1:10, 11 Inner sanctuary is a reference to the holy of holies. For a Gentile to enter this area wou 
ally defile it and be a great offense against God. Israel and especially the priests would be held ac¢ 


able. 


1:12 Evidently, Ptolemy thought the Jews were making up the law to keep him out. They 
law to try to convince him (Ex 30:10; Lv 16:2, 11, 12, 15, 34). The king feels slighted and sees t 


priest as beneath him, 


1:13 The other shrines are various places in the temple, 
1:16 The response of the Jews to Ptolemy's plan is telling. The priests, caring nothing for appeala vet 


Id ritt: 


read him tt | 
he hig? 


nce 


immediately supplicate God Most High for help, and do so loudly with cries and tears. The priests * 


fully vested for sacrifice and thanksgiving; sackcloth and ashes were for penitence. 


1:17 This is an activity repeated in 2Mc 3:20-30. 


1:20 Mothers and nurses caring for infants left them to entreat God for protection 


ys sit 


from Ptolem 








fulfillment of his intention.t 22They shouted 
to their neighbors to make a run on the 
weapons and to die courageously for the 
law of their fathers. They created a great 
disturbance in the place and were barely 
restrained by the aged and the elders. They 
took up the same posture of prayer as the 
others. 


24In the meantime, the multitude re- | 


turned to prayer as before. 25The elders 
close by the king made many attempts to 
divert his haughty mind from the plan he 
had concocted.t 26But in his arrogance he 
dismissed everything they said and began 


are grievously oppressed by an unholy 
| and irreverent man who is arrogant in his 
audacity and power.t *For You, the Creator 
of all and Ruler over all, are a righteous 
Master, and You judge those who do any- 
thing with insolence and arrogance. ‘In 
the past You destroyed those who acted 
unjustly, among whom were the giants 
who trusted in their physical strength and 
boldness, whom You destroyed by bringing 
the great flood of water upon them. You 
burned up with fire and brimstone the in- 
habitants of Sodom, who acted in arro- 
gance and were notorious for their evil 
acts, and You made them an example for 


i ho em.t 6You mad 
to approach the place, determined to com- | Ulose pw hercamesalterian € 


plete his plan. 2“When those around the 
king observed this, they turned to ene an- 
other and called upon Him’ who is alk 
powerful to come to their aid in this current 
struggle and not to ignore this lawless and 
arrogant act.t 28But because of the contin- 
ual impassioned shouting of the crowds, it 
seemed that not only those present but also 
the very walls and the earth itself were 
echoing the cry, for they all preferred death 
to the profaning of the temple.t 


œ. A Priestly Prayer Stops Ptolemy -= 

| The high priest Simon bent his knees 

< before the temple and stretched out 
his hands with great dignity, calmly offer- 


ing the following prayer:t 2“O Lord, Lord, | 


King of the heavens and Master of all cre- 
ation, Holy One among the holy ones, the 


: EE 
SS 


_ known Your might and power among men 
| and brought many different acts of pun- 
ishment on the arrogant Pharaoh, who 

enslaved Your holy people Israel.t 7For 
when he chased after them with horse- 

| drawn chariots and a myriad of troops, 
You overwhelmed him in the depths of the 
Sea, and brought across to safety those 
who trusted in You, the King of all cre- 
ation.t 8So when they considered the 
works of Your hands, they praised You, the 
| Almighty God. 

“You, O King, created the endless and 
measureless earth and chose this city. You 
sanctified this holy place for Your name 
and hallowed it by its magnificent appear- 
ance, even though You have no need of any- 
thing. You made its structure solid for the 

glory of Your great and honorable name. 





1:22, 23 Aggressive citizens is likely a reference to young men filled with zeal for the Lord and the 
traditions of their fathers. They were barely restrained by the older and wiser men who prevailed over 
them. The older men convinced the younger to join in prayer instead, knowing their uncontrolled fer- 
vor would result in the slaughter of all present. 
1:25 The elders were Ptolemy's guides in the temple as well as his advisors. 
1:27 Even those accompanying the king now joined together in prayer to God. 
1:28 The cacophony is so intense that it seems even the temple walls themselves rebel against such 
lasphemous action, 
2:1 Simon was the son of Onias Il and high priest from 219-196 ac. According to Sirach, he was a great 
*Piritual leader of the Jews who repaired and fortified the temple at Jerusalem (WSir 50:1-21). His 
raya follows Jewish tradition, beginning with praise and doxology, glorifying God as the ruler of the 
niverse, Then follows a commemoration, calling to remembrance God's past mighty deeds on behalf of 
5 people, A fervent petition for divine favor and action punctuates its closure. 
2 References to God as King of the heavens include Dan 4:37; 1Ez 4:46, 58; Jdt 9:12; Tb Tatt. 
3 Sodom: See Gn 13:13; Dt 29:23; WSol 10:6-8; 2Ez 2:8; Lk 17:29; 2Pt 2:6; Jude 1:7. 
B Punishment on... Pharaoh: See Ex 5—12; Rom 9:17, 
y The sea: See Ex 14:21-28, 
the Chose this city: Jerusalem is specifically mentioned throughout the Old Testament as having been 
WSip rears has chosen for His name (see 3Kg 8:44, 48; 11:32, 36; 14:1; 4Kg 23:27; 2Ch 6:34, 38; 12:13; 
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“Because You love the house of Israel, 
You promised that if we should suffer set- 
backs and if distress should overtake us, 
You would hear our supplication when we 
come into this place to pray. '|'Indeed, You | limbs, he was unable to cry out, since p 
are faithful and true. !2But often when our | was struck by a righteous judgmen, 
fathers were afflicted, You helped them in | **Therefore his friends and bodyguarg. 
humility and saved them from great evils. | alike were struck by an overwhelming fez 
i3Behold, O holy King, how we are op- seeing the Severe punishment that Over. 
pressed because of our manifold sins, sub- | took him. Fearing he would die, quick) 
jected to our enemies and lying in helpless: | they dragged him away. **Later, when jy 
ness.t 4In our downfall this arrogant and | recovered, he still did not repent after he. 
ungodly man continues to desecrate the | ing chastised, but went his way making bit 
holy place which is dedicated to the name | ter threats.t te | 
of Your glory on the earth. 1 Your dwelling CR, Ptolemy Assaults the Jews sa | 
place, the heaven of the heavens, is-'unap: | 25Then. Ptolemy. crossed over to Egypt 


proachable by men." But since You by | Where he increased his evil, assisted by the 


Your grace consented ‘to grant Your glory a forementioned drinking companions and 
upon Your people Israel, You hallowed this | comrades, who. were unacquainted with 


place.t Do not punish us for the defile- | anything righteous.t.26He was not content 


ment caused by these: men, and do not | with nis countless acts of indecency, butat: 
chastise us for this profanity. Do not allow | gacigusiy. proceeded to spread many evi 
these lawless people to brag in their anger | reports throughout the region. Many of his 
and exult in the pride of their tongues, say- | friends observed the king’s intentions ant 
ing '*that they trampled the house of holi- | adjusted themselves to conform to his wil 
ness as the houses of abominations are | 27He undertook to spread abroad a publit 
trampled." | blame against the Jewish nation, and ral 
“Wipe away our sins, disperse our er- | ing a plaque on the tower at the palace, lt 
rors, and display Your compassion at this | carved this inscription: 28“No one shall en 
hour. Let Your mercies come upon us | ter the temple who does not sacrifice, but 
quickly. Grant praise in the mouth of us | all the Jews shall be gathered for a cens 
who have fallen and are crushed in our | for taxation and reduced to servant status 
souls, and bring us peace.” Those who oppose this will be taken M 
21Then God, who watches over all, our | force and put to death.t 22Those register 
Holy Forefather among the holy ones, | are to be branded by fire on their boat 
heard this lawful supplication and scourged | with the ivy leaf symbol of Dionysus, a™ 
the man who raised himself up in arro- | they will also return to their forme! a 


gance and audacity. “He shook him on gr 

side and the other, as a reed is shaken p 

the wind, so that he lay powerless op th 
ground. Besides being paralyzed jp 






ee 


2:13 Simon does not excuse the Israelites’ responsibility for their current situation, but rather acknowl 
edges their plight is the result of their manifold sins. Israel is lying in helplessness if they face Ptolemy 
without God’s help. | | 191; ae 
2:15 The heaven of the heavens is a superlative indicating the true dwelling place of God is beyond" 
temple, in the highest of all heights, the most heavenly heaven. | cite 
2:16 Your glory is a reference to the shekinah, or the manifest glory of God to Israel, who dwells it 
tabernacle and the temple, showing His presence among the people. For Christians, the manifest 4 we 
of God to Israel is none other than our Lord Jesus Christ, who before His Incarnation made Himself P| 
ent among the Israelites (Ex 24:16, 17; 40:34, 35; Lv 9:23; 2Ch 5:14; 7:1-3). | 
2:18 The final indignity to a defeated people was to destroy their houses of worship. 
2:22 Ptolemy, because of his arrogance before God, shook and became as powerless as the idols 9 
vanity (see also 2Mc 3:27-29 for God's similar treatment of Heliodorus), 

2:24 Ptolemy slinks away, humiliated but unrepentant. | 9 a 
2:25 Returning to Egypt only served to strengthen Ptolemy's resolve to get revenge on the Hebrew” | 
2:28 The battle lines are drawn in this unseen warfare, The Jews must not worship their God, al, 
everyone in Alexandria must sacrifice to Dionysus, (For a similar battle of powers, see Dan 3.) Ane 
sus is of slaves and servant classes, seemingly unique to Alexandria, The Jews are effectively beco" ~ 
the property of the state. 









SS 






tus.”t 8°But so as not to appear an enemy to 
all, he wrote underneath: “If some of them 
prefer to join those initiated into the mys- 
teries, they will have equal rights of citizen- 
ship with the Alexandrians.” 

31Some, then, obviously hated the price | 
required to maintain godliness in the city. 
So they gave themselves up willingly, for 
they expected greater glory from the asso- 
ciation they were about to have with the 
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some. “But they adorned their way of life 
with the good deeds of righteous people, 
and thus established themselves as honor- 
able to all men. ®Yet those of other nations 
took no account of the good works the 
Jews offered the nation, which was the 
common talk of all men. ‘Instead they 
droned on about the differences in worship 
and foods, saying the Jews were not com- 
king.t $2But most of them prevailed with a | mitted to the king or the authorities, but 
noble spirit and did not abandon their | were hostile and in great opposition to his 
faith. They paid money to save their lives | leadership. Therefore they attached no or- 
and fearlessly exerted themselves to be 
saved from the census.? 2They remained 
hopeful of finding help; while loathing 
those who isolated themselves from them. 

| 


dinary blame to them. 
8Now there were Greeks in the city who 
had not been harmed in any way by the 
Jews, yet they observed the growing 
They considered them betrayers of the na- | Crowds and unprecedented tumult sur- 
tion, and therefore, deprived them of | founding these people. But they could not 
under tyranny. But they attempted to com- 
When the ungodly king heard this, he | fort them and, being grieved, hoped for a 
| 3 per ear sp change in the situation.t 9For it was incom- 
reached such a point of rage that he |- ye 
| : SE: eca ne | prehensible to ignore.such a large group 
Was angry not only ‘at’ the Jews of |“ Y. | 10 } 
See _ i ainedthnaca | Which had.done no wrong. !°But already 
Alexandria, but even more so against those | certain neighbors and business associates 
in the countryside: So he commanded that drewithemiaside gave them pledges of pro- 
they all be brought together in one place tacion Asd Offered mae SA 
s i ; ore serious efforts to- 
and put to death by the worst possible ward their defense | 
means.' 2While these things were being or- | l S 
ganized, an antagonistic rumor was circu- | = Ptolemy’s Decree m 
lated against the Jewish nation by men | 1!Then the king, who exalted himself in 
who conspired to harm them. This was on | his current prosperity and did not consider 
the pretext the Jews hindered others from | the power of the Almighty God; assumed 
he e eee A es ane ae he could penn continually in the. same 
ne Jews, though, maintaine eir | purpose. So he wrote this letter against 
goodwill and unswerving faith toward the | them:t 
throne. *But because they worshiped God “King Ptolemy Philopator, to the com- 
and lived by His precepts, they kept them- manders and soldiers in Egypt and the 
selves separate from others with regard to surrounding region, greetings and health.t 


= = 





2:29 Those registered are those who willingly comply. They will be branded, and this mark of allegiance 

will be permanent. Some people in ancient times would mark or brand themselves with the symbol of 

shal god, here the ivy leaf. St. John predicts a similar mark of the beast (Rev 13:16, 17) in the end 

imes, 

2:31 Worshipping the one true God was fine, but not if it involved suffering. | 

2:32 Like Jacob, who struggled with God and prevailed (though he did not “win” the fight with the 

hae) the Jews are prevailing because they will not abandon their faith. They also paid bribes to save 
eir lives. 


2:33 These dissenters have not only denounced their God, but are considered betrayers to the whole 
Nation of Jews. | 
3:1 King Ptolemy IV was well known for his profanity and rage. 
3:2 The pretext for destroying the Jewish nation will be their alleged oppression of others—which is. 
also an excuse set forth by those opposing Christians today, 19 28 
3:8 The Greeks in Egypt understood that if the Jews, who had done nothing wrong, have fallen under. 
ranny, surely no one else is safe either. They act honorably to defend the Jews and aid them.. 
1 King Ptolemy IV is living off his father’s political and material capital and reveling in it. 

‘12-29 The king's anger and spite are clear from the self-justifying style of the letter» 


3 MACCABEES 3:13 





13] myself and my government are well. 
When our expedition to Asia took 


place, as you know, and was brought to | 


completion according to expectation by 
the help of the gods not lightly given, 
lowe thought it fit not by force of the - 
spear, but by equity and great benevo- 
lence, to foster the peoples inhabiting 
Coelesyria and Phoenicia and to will- 
ingly treat them well. !6We distributed 
large revenues to the priests around the 
cities, and also went to Jerusalem to 
honor the temple of those guilty people, 
who never cease from their folly. !’They 
accepted our presence in word, yet were 
insincere in their deeds. For when-we | 
were eager to enter their inner shrine | 
and honor it with extraordinary and 
most beautiful votive offerings, ‘*we 
were carried away by arrogant eld men 
who prevented us from entering. But | 
they were spared the exercise of our | 
strength because of the benevolence we 
have toward all men. !%Yet as they Kept | 
up their obvious hostility toward tis, they 
became unique among the nations, De- 
cause they lifted their heads against 
kings and benefactors and did not want 
to consider any deed as sincere. | 
20“But we adapted ourselves to their | 
foolishness and crossed into Egypt with | 
victory. We met all nations with kindness 
and did what was proper. 2'Yet in this 
matter we proclaimed forgiveness to all | 
of their kinsmen in Jerusalem. Then be- 
cause of our confederacy with them and 
the many things we entrusted to them in- 
sincerity from of old, we dared to make a- 
change and grant them the honor of 
Alexandrian citizenship. So in this way 
they would be partakers of the things 
that are always sacred.t ‘ 


eee 


22“T hey, however, took it in a different | 


spirit. With their innate malice, they re- 
jected it and turned aside to evil. “Not 
only did they reject the priceless citi- 


672, 





Gentiles with shouting and rejoicing’ 
the hatred they had harbored agains 


_ 


zenship, but they even showed loath, 
in word and silence toward the fey 
among them who were sincerely dig 
posed toward us. So quite in keepin 
with their infamous way of life, th, 
suspected that we would quickly re. 
verse our policy.t Therefore we places 
great trust in the signs that these = 


were ill-disposed toward us in eye 
way. Thus we took precautions againg 
the possibility that a sudden distur. 
bance might rise up against us later, for 
we considered these impious men to be 
betrayers behind our backs and barbar. 
ian enemies. 2°So we have ordered that 
as soon as this letter arrives, those who 
live there with their wives and children 
should be sent to us immediately by 
force in iron shackles, bound securely 
on all sides, for a fatal and shameful 
massacre as is fitting to traitors! 
26When they have been punished, we 
are certain that our government will be | 
established afterward in tranquility and 
security. : 

27“But whoever conceals any of the 
Jews, from old man to infant or evel 
sucklings, will be killed with the cruelesi 
tortures, along with his entire houst 
hold.t 28Whoever is willing to give infor 
mation will receive the estate of the ont 
who is punished, as well as two thousant 
drachmas of royal silver, and will b 
crowned with freedom. 2%Every plat! 
without exception where a Jew is foun 
concealed will become desolate 4” 
burned with fire, and will become useles 
for all time for every mortal creature. 
30This is the manner in which the lett! 

was written.t 


=. a =. 


æ. Deportation to Alexandria‘ 
Wherever this decree arrived, 4 bie 
T at public expense was arranged for 


t the 





men 


t 
3:21 For many years, Jews had been entrusted with positions of authority, nfull 


in Alexandrian society because they were trustworthy and honest fulfillers of their duty. 
manned the fortresses that guarded Ptolemy's kingdom (see 6:25). 

3:23 Citizenship in Alexandria could not be purchased, as could later Roman citizenship, 
was granted as a royal favor. 

3:25 The king is calling for the destruction of fathers. 

3:27 Now genocide is being advocated, and Ptolemy expects the cooperation of his people. 
3:30 Rather than putting forth an exact copy of the actual letter, the author states this is a para 
containing the manner and tone of the original letter, | 


influence, and manage 


Many fait 


but instead 


phras® | 
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jews before NOW appeared openly.t 2But 
ror the JEWS, there was unceasing sorrow 
and Jamentable crying with tears; every- 
where their hearts burned, and with 
groans they bewailed the unexpected de- 
struction that was suddenly inflicted on 
nem. But was there any district or city, or 
any inhabited place whatsoever, or any | 
streets, that were not filled with their 


uring and wailing? ‘For they were | 
F sent off by the commanders of the called Schedia and their voyage was com- 


ety in such a bitter and ruthless spirit that | Pete ieoten be confined ould dhe et 
even when some of their enemies saw | . RRRS ed z 

a ays EASE in the hippodrome, which had an immense 
them receive such unusual punishments 54 edt 

| 3 outside perimeter. He also commanded that 

before their eyes, they considered them a | 3t the appointed time, they be made a pub- 
common object of pity, and wept for their | jic example for those returning to the city 
miserable expulsion and the uncertainty of | and those going from the city to the country. 
their lives." °A large group of old men, cov- | Thus they could not communicate with the 
ered with gray hair, was forced to march | king’s forces, or in any way claim to be 
swiftly, despite the sluggishness of their | within the boundaries of the city.t But as 
old age. With shameless violence they | this took place, the king heard that their 
were driven on a harsh journey.’ Young | jewish compatriots from the city often went 
women who had just stepped into their | out secretly to lament the shameful suffer- 
bridal chamber to enter married life ex- | ing of their brothers. '3Growing furious, he 
changed delight for wailing. With their | commanded that these visitors be treated in 
perfumed hair sprinkled with dust, they | precisely the same way as the others, so 
openly raised a lamentation instead of they would not be spared any of their pun- 
wedding hymns, as they were carried away | jshment.t '4He further commanded that 
together by the violence of the Gentiles. In | every tribe be registered by name, not for 
shackles and in view of the public, they | the toilsome servitude just mentioned, but 
were dragged along violently to the boat of | so they would suffer the prescribed tortures 
embarkation.t 8Their husbands, in their | and be put to death in a single day. '!°Their 
vigorous youthful prime and with nooses | registration took place, then, with bitter 
encircling their necks instead of flowers, | haste and zealous diligence. It took forty 
passed the remaining days of their wed- | days from sunrise to sunset, yet still re- 
ding feast in lamentations rather than | mained incomplete." 
feasting and youthful celebration, as they |. '°The king was filled with great and con- 
Saw the grave already before their feet. | stant joy as he established banquets to ex- 
‘But they were brought on board like wild tol all his idols, with a mind that wandered 
animals in iron-bound restraints, some | far away from the truth, With a profane 






fastened by their necks to the benches of 
the ships, others with their feet secured in 
unbreakable fetters. "In addition they 
had the thick deck above them; thus, 
darkness covered their eyes on all sides, 
and they were treated like betrayers dur- 
ing the entire voyage. 


~. Death Threat 7 
\lWhen they were brought to the place 





== 


4:1 A public ceremony was held in Ptolemy's typical style, allowing inhabitants to drink heavily and re- 


vile the Jews, i 

+4 Death and the great fragility of human life carries a spiritual, emotional, and psychological uncer- 
inty for men (WSir 7:36). r l 
‘5 The easiest Jews to identify and arrest would be the elders with gray hair, who were to be led 

Way first, a 7 

ie 8 The Jews cannot even protect their newlyweds 

Ole scene gives the impression of incredible despair. | | 
4:11 Sc r from Alexandria, about three miles. There are so many Jews, 


hedia js a small peninsula not fa | s 
they must be interred i the enormous hippodrome or stadium at the east gate of Alexandria. 
| d such shameful treatment. 


“13 Up until n he Jews of Alexandria have been spare 
4:14 panai e Ptolemy's irrational rage at the Jews. Recall that 


Such an unusual command can only demonstrat | i M 
at the time of the N Late of Christ, the Jews were called to be registered and enrolled, each with his 


own tribe (Lk 2:1-4), 
in H Forty days; A traditional time of prepara 
Oly Scripture. 


s from seizure and arrest, a terrible disgrace. The 


tion, mentioned with great frequency and rich symbolism 
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mouth, he praised mute things that were 
unable to speak or offer help, and spoke 
improper things against the Almighty God. 
"But after the aforementioned interval of 
time, the scribes suggested to him that he 
would no longer be able to accomplish the 
registration of the Jews because their num- 
ber was so large.t !8They said that although 


there were still many of them in the coun- | 


try: some of whom were gathered in their 
houses and others elsewhere in the region, 
it was impossible for all the commanders in 
Egypt to register them. '%But’ the king 
threatened the scribes more harshly, claim- 
ing they were bribed to provide the Jews a 
mechanism of escape. But he was clearly 
convinced 2°when they proved what they 
said, for they showed him that the paper 
and writing pens they used were depleted. 
“1This was the activity of God’s invincible 
























managed to keep them in custody all nig 
They expected the whole nation woul 
meet a final destruction. “But the Joy, | 
thinking they were deprived of all pro 
tion from the Gentiles because of bejn 
bound on all sides, ‘called out to the | | 
Almighty, Sovereign of all authority, their 
merciful God and Father. With tears and 
with a cry not easily silenced, they prayegt 
‘that He divert the unholy plot  againg 
them with a vengeance by a glorious ap. 
pearance, and save them from the fate noy 
present before them. Their supplication 
went up earnestly to heaven. 
l\ONow Hermon got his pitiful elephant 
| drunk by filling them up with a great abun- 
dance of wine and frankincense. Then he 
came to the court early in the morning ty 
make his report to the king. !!But God sent 
on the king .a deep sleep, that good gif 








providence helping the Jews from heaven. | from the beginning of time which he ha 


=. Hermon and His Elephants = 

Then the king, filled with wrath and 

anger and inflexible in every respect, 
summoned Hermon, the keeper of the ele- 
phants:t 2On the following day; he ordered 
that he take all the elephants——five hun- 


dred in number—and get them drunk with 


plenty of unmingled wine and abundant 
handfuls of frankincense. Then ‘after they 
had grown wild from the bounteous abun- 
dance of drink, he was to lead them where 
the Jews would meet their fate.t 3When' he 
had issued these directives, he resumed his 


feasting, alone with those of his friends and 


of the army who were particularly hostile 
toward the Jews. *Then Hermon, caretaker 
of the elephants, obediently carried out all 
his orders. "The servants responsible for 


the Jews went out at evening, binding the 


hands of these unfortunate people, and 


4:17, 18 The job was too big to complete. This failure was due to God's providence (4:21). 


-= 








cast on those He favors during both nigh 
and the day.t !2Thus the king was re 
Strained from:his awful plan by the sweet 
and deep sleep from the Lord. He was dis - 
appointed in his lawless and unbending 
scheme. !3But when the Jews escaped the 
appointed hour, they praised their holy 
God, and again beseeched Him who is ea* 
ily reconciled to show the strength of His 
almighty hand to the haughty Gentiles." 
l4By now it was almost the middle of tit 
tenth hour, and the man in charge of bal 
quet: invitations arranged the guests © 
gether, came forward, and nudged tt 
king.t 5As soon as he finally roused him, lt 
made a report about what was happenin 
and informed him that the hour of the bat | 
quet had already passed. !6But as the kilé | 
considered this, he returned to his dri : 
and commanded those around him at the 





5:1 War elephants usually were associated closely with their trainers, and watching over this group 


would be the master trainer, Hermon. 


5:2 Five hundred elephants would ensure that not one Jew in the hippodrome would escape 4 frig 
death. Ancient war elephants were specimens of extraordinary size and power, They were used not ih 
for battle, but also as beasts of burden. Wine in ancient times was thick and potent, like a syrup, WF | 
was mixed with water to give it a drinkable consistency, Frankincense was a medical remedy for Po | 
ing, To keep the elephants healthy, Ptolemy ordered that they be given this antidote to the wine $ 
they might not later suffer the effects of inebriation, 

5:7 References to God as Father exist several times in the Old Testament (2:21; Ps 88:26; Tb 13:4) 


WSol 2:16; WSir 23:4), 


thul 
M 






5:11 According to WSir 31:20, healthful sleep depends on moderate eating. This deep sleep is a got 


send for the Jews and a blessing for Ptolemy. 


5:13 Their execution should have taken place in the morning. 


5:14 This would be 4:30 p.m. The king has slept away the entire day. 











banquet to locate opposite him. '7When this 
was done, he urged them to give themselves 
to still more eating and drinking, so the ef- 
fect of the banquet would be still more rau- 
cous. 18As the festivities progressed, the 
king summoned Hermon and with a direct 
threat asked why the Jews had made it alive 
through the present day. '"But when Her- 
mon-declared that while it was still night he 
had done what was ordered, the king’s 
friends confirmed this. 2°Then overcome | 
with a savagery worse than that of Phalaris, 


the king said that because of the day’s sleep | 


they received favor; but without delay on 
the coming day, Hermon must ready the ele- 
phants for the extermination of the godless 
Jews.t 21So when the king had spoken, all 


the guests present willingly and joyfully | 


agreed with the plan; then each departed | 
for home. 22However, they did not use the 
night for sleep, but to devise all sorts of in- 
sults for those they assumed had met their | 
doom.t 





what this was which had been done so 
quickly.t 28This was an act of God, Master 
over all things, who placed a forgetfulness 
in the king’s mind about what had been 
plotted before. 

29But Hermon and all the king’s friends 
told him, “The beasts and the troops are 
ready, O king, according to your eager pur- 
pose.” 30But at these words, he was filled 
with deep anger, because his whole plot 
had been scattered from his mind by God’s 
providence. Then he glared at them and 
threatened, 3!“If your parents or children 
were here, I would furnish them as a lavish 
feast for the wild beasts, instead of these 
innocent people, who have shown me and 
my fathers complete and unbending loyalty 
in everything asked of them.t 22In fact, if it 
were not for my familiarity with you and 
your usefulness, you would be deprived of 
life rather than them.” 

33Thus, Hermon endured an unexpected 


' and dangerous threat, and his eyes shifted 


æ God Delivers His People = 

23As soon as the cock crowed at. dawn, | 
Hermon harnessed the beasts and set them | 
in motion in the great colonnade. 24Crowds | 
had gathered around the city for this pitiful 
sight, even before dawn.t But the Jews, at 
their last breath and at the last moment, 
made a tearful supplication in mournful | 
songs. They stretched out their hands to 
heaven, and prayed to the Almighty God to 
quickly help them again. 2°The rays of the 
sun were not yet spreading when Hermon 
Stood by and called the king and his 
friends, who were waiting. He pointed to 
the door and showed that what the king de- 
sired was ready. 27But when the king re- 
ceived the report, he was terrified at the un- 
usual invitation to come out, Completely 





and his countenance fell. 44+Then one by one 
the king’s friends slunk away sullenly, and 
each, one returned to his own business.t 
25But when the Jews heard what the king 
said, they praised God as the revealed Lord 
and King of kings, since this happened to 
them because of His help.t | 


< The Ambivalent King > 

36Meanwhile, the king restarted the ban- 
quet. He encouraged the guests to resume 
their merrymaking as before.t °7Then he 
summoned Hermon and threatened him, 
saying, “How many times must you be 
given orders about these same things, you 
worthless wretch? “Equip the elephants 
once again to crush the Jews tomorrow.” 
*°But his administrators who were reclining 


5:20 Phalaris was the ruler of sixth-century Bc Agrigentum. His savagery and cruelty were legendary. 


The godless Jews were those who did not sacrifice to the official gods of Greek or Roman cities. They 


were considered atheists by the locals. 


5:22 Ptolemy’s friends are preparing to revile those whom the king clearly wants destroyed in order to 


gain his favor. 


5:24 Even the pitiful sight of a horrific death is still entertainment for pagans of the ancient world. 
5:27-30 Through riotous feasting, Ptolemy is not only still drunk, but he cannot recall his former com- 
Mands, The king is exhibiting more than his characteristic impulsiveness. God is at work, first bringing 
the king sleep and now removing his memory of his vicious orders. 

5:31 The king himself declares the Jews innocent. He has not forgotten the loyalty they have shown as 


faithful citizens of Egypt for generations, 


5:34 Ptolemy's drinking friends have no desire to stay and bear the brunt of his anger. The party is over, 


and one by one they take leave. | 


3:35 Someone reports to the Jews what is happening. They give praise to God. 
5:36 The king has sobered up enough to begin the whole cycle of revelry as before. 
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3 = E GY6 
together with him, curious as to his unsta- | own ey th table and acta 
; JOUN a- 'n eyes the lamentable and eyj 
ble mind, urged him, saying,t “How long, | of the Jews. esa Crushing 


ERN are to tease us as if we “The Jews saw the cloud of d 
‘onal, tor you commanded now | up by the elephants as they cam 
for the third time to destroy them? Then gate, the armed forces behind the 
again you took back your command and | also heard the trampling of the iar 
what seemed good to you. Because of this, | loud, boisterous noise. “They cit ae 
the city is in turmoil, expecting you to act, | this the last moment of their lives ina 
and is in danger of being torn apart by the | end of their wretched uncertainty Tim 
growing crowds.’ | to one another in sorrow, they kissed A 
“At this point, the king, a Phalaris in | other with tears, and embracing theif 
every way, was filled with insanity, and | ones, they fell on their necks, parent e 
counting as nothing his changes of mind | children and mothers and dauh 
concerning the care of the Jews, swore a | women with infants at their breasts dran 
firm oath to send them to Hades without | ing their last milk. 50Nonetheless ee 
delay, mangled by the feet and knees of the | they recalled the help from heaven E 
wild beasts.t He would then attack the | had received earlier, they suddenly tirer 
Jewish land and abruptly level it to the | themselves face down women taking te | 
ground with fire and the spear, and burn | infants from their breasts,t land they cried 
down for all time the temple where they | out in a loud voice, beseeching the Master 
made sacrifices, which had been made in- | of all to have mercy on them. For they were 
accessible to him.t “Then his friends and standing at the very gates of Hades 
officials departed joyfully, and confidently 
assigned the forces to the key places in the =. The Prayer of Eleazar m 
city to keep watch. | 6 Now there was a certain man, Eleazar 
*Then the keeper of the elephants | famous among the priests of the land | 
brought the beasts almost to a state of | who reached the prime of his life in old age | 
madness, so to speak, with the sweetest | and adorned his life with every virtue. He 
drinks of wine mixed with frankincense; | directed the elders around him to call on 
and he equipped them with frightful de- | the holy God, and he prayed as follows: 
vices. #°So about dawn, when the city was | xO King, mighty in power, © Mos 
filled with countless hordes of onlookers High, the Almighty God, who governs al | 
filling the hippodrome, he went into the| creation in mercy,t 3look upon the se! 
court and urged the king to fulfill his pur- of Abraham and the descendants of tht 
pose. */The king then worked up his de- saintly man Jacob, because a dedicat 
praved mind into a fit of wrath, and rushed portion of Your people, O Father, are be | 
out in full strength with all the beasts. With ing unjustly destroyed as strangers in’ | 
hardened heart, he wanted to see with his! foreign land. ‘Pharaoh abounded | 


USE Stirp 
€ Out of the 





5:39-41 Finally, the royal family administrators speak up, warning that the city is in chaos. These 
episodes of Ptolemy’s are riling up the growing crowds. 

5:42 A Phalaris: See note on 5:20. The firm oath is undoubtedly to Dionysus, the patron of Alex 
at that time. Hades is the abode of the dead, not hell in the Christian understanding of a place © | 
ment for sinners. | 
5:43 Ptolemy is now adding his characteristic promises to utterly destroy his enemies. It borders on 
royal hyperbole because he never fulfills his threats. 

5:50, 51 The Jews have bade each other farewell (v. 49), but still call on the Lord for help ev (0 | 
all odds and cry out for mercy. In the Gospels, there are seven instances of someone calling On = at : 
mercy (Mt 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; 20:30, 31; Mk 10:47, 48; Lk 17:13; 18:38, 39). In every case, they Ces | 
6:1 The name Eleazar means “God has helped.” His prayer follows the pattern of Simon's earlier Pl 
(see notes on 2:1-20). 

6:2-5 Eleazar likens Israel to that portion of the sacrifices which was set aside for Aaron an 
(the priests) as their perpetual due from Israel (Lv 7:34, 35; Nm 18:8-18). The Jews have become aA 
heritance of the Lord (Ps 27:9; 32:12; Is 19:25). More than a chosen nation, they have been set ap The 
holiness. Sennacherib (v. 5) was the king of Assyria during the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah. ant 
episode noted is the occasion when, at the supplication of Israel, God sent an angel who in sly nas 
slew 185,000 of Sennacherib’s forces, sending him home to Nineveh in humiliation and defeat. | 
assassinated shortly afterwards (4Kg 18:13; 19:35-37; WSir 48:18-21). 
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chariots and was the master of this who have all strength and authority, O 
Egypt when he arose with unlawful bold- Eternal One, look down on us now. Have 
ness, a boasting tongue, and an arrogant mercy on us, who are being deprived of 
army. But You destroyed him by drown- life like traitors by the thoughtless in- 
ing him in the sea and appeared as a sults of lawless men. !*Let the Gentiles 
light of mercy to the nation Israel. 5Sen- cower at Your cari nee ahi Hie 
nacherib also boasted in his countless day, O Honorable One who has the 
forces, because this oppressive king of power to save the race of Jacob. !4This 
the Assyrians had already taken the entire multitude of babes and their par- 
whole world under his authority by the ents beseech You with tears. An it be a 
spear. [hen he was lifted up against Your vealed to all the Gentiles, ord, that 
holy city and spoke grievously with You are with us, and that You did not turn 
pride and insults. But You shattered him, | Your face from us. For as You said, ‘Not 
O Master, and made Your power visible | even in the sn of their sees = i 
to many nations. “Then when the three | neglect them.’ Do this for us, ord.” 
Se Aen PTE eat gave ~ The Jews Are Delivered 7 
b ee t z nE ri nese You Ecsta uo t6When Eleazar finished his prayer, the 
ne | | SPa ihe ive he hippodrome with the 
the fiery furnace and saved them to their | cae arrived Ai : ihe Recent rpi 
last hair. You sent them back unharmed Gable and with all the haug ESSO a 
and turned the flames against their ad: | 2¢™Y. “Then the Jews who saw him a 
versaries.t "Daniel was thrown to the li- | OUt in a loud voice to heaven, so much so 
ons below ground as food for lions: be- L a ng valleys nearby echoed andibroughi 
cause of jealous slander. But You brought a eolrained fear on, the; whole SEY, 
him unharmed back up to’ daylight.t then the Almighty God, most glorious 
z eae E -pẹ | and full of truth, manifested: His holy face 
Jonah was decomposing in the belly of | Shd thrust open the doors of heaven, from 
the deep-sea monster. But You, O Father, | Spia a a RE AETA TEENE 
X i : which two glorious angels descended, terri- 
watched over him’ and returned him un- Tki i 
h ae eae : ble in form, and visible to all except the 
armed to all his kin.t 9So now, O hater | ; + 19 | 7 : 
of insolence, O merciful Defender of all af we mey attacked the ANN forces, 
appear speedily to those of the family of filled. them VENE confusion and fright, and 
Israel, under outrageous abuse by abom- poung them with ımmoyabD le fetters. 2"The 
inable and lawless Gentiles. King's body was seized with a tremor, and 
; Eyen if tet H | : he even forgot his contemptible vocabu- 
ver Wr Our’ ile Nas pecome en | lary, 2'Then the beasts turned against the 
meshed in unrighteousness during our | a-med forces who were behind them, and 
captivity, Save us from the hand of our they trampled and killed them t 
adversaries, O Master, and destroy us by 
Whatever death You choose. !!Only do =s Ptolemy’s Change of Heart a 
not allow these vain-minded men to *2The king’s wrath was turned to com- 
praise their useless things as they de- | passion and tears because of the plot he de- 
stroy those You love, saying, ‘Not even | vised earlier, for he heard the wailing and 
their God could rescue them.’ !2But You, | saw all the people who fell to destruction. 


Ů— 


6:6 Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (their pagan names w 
the three young men in the fiery furnace recorded in Dan 
6:7 The deliverance of the Prophet Daniel here is a type of the Resurrection. 
6:8 Jonah is well known as a typological prophecy of the Resurrection of Christ. For the Lord, upon His 
*surrection, was given back to His people, His disciples, His kin, and His mother. 
6:15 The statement You are with us (Is 8:10) is of such importance that it is repeated 
*ervices, The ultimate experience of this reality is Immanuel, “God with us," 
6:18 Almighty in Greek is pantocrator. In Orthodox theology the title Pantocrator is reserved for Christ, 
t € Ruler of all Creation, Manifested in Greek is epifanas, from which we get the English word 
“Piphany.” The heavenly doors open to reveal angels or heavenly mysteries. These angelic powers are 
‘Sually arrayed for battle. They terrify the enemy and strike with impunity those adversaries God sent 
3 € angels to destroy (see 2Mc 3:25, 26; 10:29, 30), 


21 The fate intended for the Jews has been visited upon their enemies, just as it was with Pharaoh's 
army in the Red Sea. 


ere Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) are 


at Great Compline 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 





So, weeping with anger, he! threatened his | an ode of their fathers, praising their w, 
friends, shouting,t “You act as if you were | derworking God and Savior. They haiteg i 
the king yourselves, and you exceed tyrants | wailing and lamenting and formed Choire | 
in your savagery and attack even me, your | a symbol of joy and peace.t Similarly «| 
benefactor. You scheme to deprive me of my | king called a great feast to celebrate the 
reign and my life itself with secret plots | things, and ceaselessly and magnifice 
which are unprofitable to the kingdom. | gave thanks to heaven for his unplanned e 
2Who drove these people from their | perience of personal salvation. 4Those why | 
houses—who faithfully kept our strong- | believed previously that the Jews were ,g, 
holds—and stupidly gathered all of them | ing to be made food for the birds unto g. 
here? 2Who so unlawfully entangled in ter- | struction, and thus registered them wit 
rible dangers these, who from the beginning | glee, sighed as they were covered with 
differed from all other.nations in their good- | shame, for their fire-breathing aggressi 
will toward us and repeatedly accepted the | was shamefully extinguished. 

worst pitfalls known to man?t “Release 35But the Jews, as we said before, forme 
them! Undo their unjust bonds. Send them | the aforementioned choir and spent the; 
back home in peace and beg forgiveness for | time feasting with psalms of a joyty 
what you did to them, Set free the sons of | thanksgiving:t 2They established a publi 
the heavenly and living Almighty God, who | ritual to commemorate these things within 
has provided uninterrupted tranquility for | their entire community for the’ generation; | 
our affairs from the time of our fathers unti! | to come. They. structured this observane 
now.” 2°Thus he said these things. So the | as a festival, not for drunkenness and glut 
Jews, who were released immediately, kept | tony, but because of the salvation whic 
praising their holy God and Savior, for they | they received from. God. 37They. then re 
had at last escaped death. _ quested that the king dismiss them to re 
30Then the king returned to the city anc | turn back home... 








Summoned the man in charge of the trea- 383Now their registration took place from 
sury. He commanded that he provide wine | the twenty-fifth. of Pachon until the fourl 
and everything else necessary so the Jews | of Epiphi, that is, forty days: They faced dè 
could feast for seven days. For the king | struction from the fifth of Epiphi until the | 
thought it fitting that they celebrate their de- | seventh, that is, three days.t 39During thi 
liverance and rejoice in the very place they | time the Lord over-all things manifestet 
expected to meet their doom, 3!Then those | His mercy withigreat glory and saved thet 
who had been treated disgracefully and | all, together and unharmed. 4°Thus th) 
were close to death, or rather stood at | feasted with everything provided by ë 
death’s door, were given a special invitation. | king until the fourteenth day, when thé 
They organized a feast of deliverance from | also petitioned to be sent away. +The kilt 
the bitter and mournful fate of death. Filled | immediately granted their request and 
with joy, their celebration took the place of | wrote for them the letter, copied below.” 
desolation and grave clothes.t *2They ceased | the commanders in each city, magna” 
their chanting of lamentations and took up | mously stating his concern for them: 





6:23 A great number of Ptolemy's armed men were slain. Ptolemy has repented of attacking the innt 
cent Jews, not of his cruel and arbitrary behavior. | 
6:26 They differed in that they worship only the one true God. l 

6:31 The Jews are being given the seat of honor at feasts in honor of their deliverance. e 
6:32 Ode of their fathers: Undoubtedly a psalm or the song of the three young men in the fiery fur 
nace (Dan 3:23-91). This would have become a regular feature in Jewish liturgical practice, HOW much 
more appropriate at such a celebration—and everyone would know the words! 

6:35 See Col 3:16; Jam 5:13, | | Ae | | 

6:38 The number forty represents a period of preparation, exercise, and readiness. Here the Jews wer | 
waiting for their salvation. In light of this pattern, both Advent (Nativity fast) and Great Lent (Pa% 
fast) are periods of forty days, in preparation respectively for the Incarnation and Resurrection 0 0 
Lord Jesus Christ, i 
6:41 Unlike the previous letter (3:12-29), which was paraphrased in content and tone, the author ste ; 
that this letter has been copied, Hy 














m A Letter of Support from the King m 
J; “King Ptolemy Philopator, to the 

commanders in Egypt and to all 
those in authority in our government, 
greetings and health. 2We ourselves are 
well, aS are our children, with the great 
God guiding our affairs as we desire.t 
3Some of our friends through malignity 





kept urging us and finally persuaded us | 


to gather the Jews in our kingdom to 
have them punished in a body with un- 
usual punishments, as if they were 
rebels.t *They argued that until this was 
accomplished, our government would 
never be stable because of their ill-will 
toward all nations. "They led them out 
cruelly in fetters as slaves, or rather as 
traitors, and without making any in- 
quiry or investigation, they attempted to 
attack them, girding themselves with 
fierceness more savage than that of the 
Scythians.t 6But because of the fairness 
we have toward all men, we threatened 
them severely for these things. Yet we 
barely spared their lives, because we 
recognized that the heavenly God 


surely protects the Jews, as a father pro- | 


tects his sons and fights on their behalf. 
We considered the steadfast goodwill 
they had toward us and toward our 
brothers, and justly acquitted them 
from every manner of charge. "Then we 
Ordered our people to go about their 
business, each in his own place, with no 
one harming them or reproaching them 
undeservedly about what happened. 
For you know that if we plot any evil 
against them or trouble them at all, we 
will have not man but God the Most 
High, the Master of all power, unfavor- 








slit th 


and inescapable in everything forever. 
Farewell.”t 


an The Traitors Are Punished 7> 

\OWhen they received this letter, the Jews 
did not hasten to depart immediately, but 
rather petitioned the king that those of the 
race of Jews who transgressed the law of 
the Holy God should receive the punish- 
ment they deserved.t They proclaimed 
that those who transgressed the divine 
commands on account of their appetites 
would never again be favorable toward the 
king’s government. !2So he accepted the 


| truth of what they said and deferred to 


them, giving them permission in all things 
to destroy those who had transgressed the 


law of God throughout his kingdom with 


boldness and without any royal authority 
or supervision. !2Then their priests and the 
whole multitude extolled the king and, as 
was appropriate, responded with an al- 
leluia, and departed in joy.t !4As they went 
their way, they punished and killed anyone 
of their race they encountered who had de- 
filed himself, putting him to public shame.t 
19So on that day they killed more than three 
hundred men, and they held a joyous festi- 
val because they had overtaken those who 


were defiled. "Then those who had held 


firmly to God to the point of death received 
the pleasure of their deliverance. They left 
the city wreathed in all sorts of sweet- 
smelling flowers, with joyful shouts of 
thanks in praises and melodious hymns to 
the God of their fathers, the everlasting 
Savior of Israel. 

But when they reached Ptolemais, 
called the Rose-bearing City because of the 


| special character of the place, the fleet had 
able to us in vengeance for these things 


waited there for seven days according to 


7:2 The children are Ptolemy’s family and friends at court. Ptolemy had only one child and heir. 
7:3 Though changed, Ptolemy still does not take full responsibility for his own actions, perhaps in order 


to make his previous royal order not seem ridiculous. 


7:5 The Scythians were infamous for their savagery and brutality. 


7:9 God the most High; Another ancient way of referring to the God of Israel, and one fre 
in localities where non-Jews abound (see Gn 14:19-22; Dan 3:26; Mk 5:7; Lk 8:28; Acts 16:17). 


dominion, the Jews had to ask permission of the king to enforce their 


7:10 While living under Gentile 


quently used 


Own laws with regard to putting someone to death (see Jn 18:31). 


7:13 Alleluia is the Greco-Roman version of the Hebrew hallelujah, meaning “praise the Lord." 


Even 


r aggrandizing the king, the Jews give praise to God for all that He in His power has accomplished 


On their behalf, 


7:14 The Jews now seek out, punish, and publicly 
randing mark of Dionysus (see note at 2:29), 


humiliate the apostate Jews who dared to receive the 


3 MACCABEES 7:18 


the plan they determined.t !8They held a | and overjoyed by the command of | 
feast of deliverance there for the king, who | 2'They had more honor than before ame. 
liberally supplied them with everything | their adversaries, were held in esteem a 
they needed for their journey home. "When | awe, and none of them lost any of their be 
they reached land in peace with proper giv- | longings. 22Instead, they reclaimed all , 
ing of thanks, they also decided to again set | their own things which had been registere 
apart these days for joyful festivity during | If anyone held something of theirs, they rp 
their stay. 2°They marked these days on a | turned it with the greatest fear, since i 

column inscribed and set in the banquet | Almighty God had done perfectly magnif. 
site, consecrating it as a place of prayer. | cent works to gain their deliverancet ` 
Then they went away safely through land, | 23Blessed is the Savior of Israel unto age 
sea, and river, each to his own home, free | of ages! Amen. | 








7:17 The coastal city of Ptolemais, southwest of modern-day Cairo, was an easily defensible harbor on 
the Egyptian coast and a popular anchorage for the Alexandrian fleet. (There were many cities named 
Ptolemais, one near Thebes in Egypt and even one in Israel, the modern city of Akko on the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, on the north coast of the Bay of Haifa.) 
7:20 A column: A common commemorative to memorialize a military victory or other exceptionally sig. | 
nificant event. 

7.22 In their absence, their possessions were plundered. No one expected them to be reclaimed. This 
Was unprecedented. +e | 
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Aut hor. s—Among the authors of the Psalms are David, the temple musicians, 
=, and Moses. 


Dat e— Generally from 1090 BC, eS time of David, to several centuries 


=e 


thereafter. 






Maj 


Or Ther n e— The nes g God's aye Each psalm has its own ee as 
noted in the titles. } | 


Backgt ound 
(1) Types of psalms: The Peale are of many types, including: (a) prophecies of 


the coming Messiah, (b) prayers. for the king, (c) personal lamentations, 
(d) songs of praise, and (e) hymns for special feasts. 


(2) The prayer book of the Church: ‘The Psalms have become for the Church, as 


for ancient Israel, a book of prayer and praise. All find their fulfillment in 
Christ, the Son of God. Net only do the Psalms predict specific events of 
Christ's life, but in them He Himself intercedes for and with His people 
before the Father. The Psalms can also be seen as a dialogue between the 
Church, the body of Christ, and Christ her Head. Therefore, they make the 
most sense to us when they are prayed or sung (chanted), not simply read. 


(3) Uses in the Church: The Book of Psalms, or Psalter, is used in the 


Orthodox Church in three primary ways: 

(a) In the daily cycle of prayers. The liturgical eadiion appoints certain 
psalms as “fixed” portions of the daily services. These will be pointed 
out in the notes throughout the text as psalms for morning prayers, 
evening prayers, and prayers of the hours. | 

(b) In the weekly order of the morning and evening services (Matins 
[Orthros] and Vespers). When these are done in their entirety, as in the 
monasteries, all the psalms are chanted in the course of each week, 
staring at Saturday Vespers and concluding at Matins the foaoing 
Saturday. | | 

(c) In the observance of the Church year, the aerate tradition selects 
particular psalms or verses for special feasts or seasons as prophetic 
statements illustrating the work of Christ for us. For example, the 
Passion Song of Psalm 21 (' ‘They pierced My hands and My feet”) is 
used in the Church on Great and Holy Friday. Thus, using the Psalms 
is crucial to our understanding of the fullness of Christ's ministry to 

~ His people. 
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(4) Purpose: The Psalms 










serve 


many functions. They | 
events; (b) recall history; (c) frame laws for life; (d) reveal what must be 








(a) foretell coming 





done to obey God's word; (e) are a treasury of good doctrine; and (E) hel 
overcome the passions that exercise dominion over our souls, through the 
power of poetic expression to capture and gradually transform our 


thoughts. 
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Psalm 1 
lessed is the man 
Who walks not in the counsel of the 


ungodly, 
Nor stands in the way of sinners, 
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Psalm 2 


hy do the nations rage, | 
And the people meditate on vain 
things? | 
The kings of the earth set themselyes, 
And the rulers gather together 


Nor sits in the seat of the troublesome; 
2 But his will is in the law of the Lord, 
And in His law he meditates day and |; 
night. | 
3 He shall be like a tree | 
Planted by streams of waters, | 
That produces its fruit in its season: 
And his leaf shall not wither, 
And whatever he does shall prosper. 
4 Not so are the ungodly, not so, 
But they are like the dust the wind 
drives from the face of the earth: | . 
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not rise in: 


Against the Lord and against His 
anointed, saying, 

“Let us break their bands, 

And cast away their yokes from us” 
+ ~ He who sits in the heavens shall laugh 

 . at them; 

| The Lord shall mock them.. ~ 
|5 Then shall He speak to them in His 
| wrath 
And trouble them in His anger, 
L° “But I was established as King by 
| eR itu 
Over His holy hill of Zion, — 
Declaring the Lord’s decree. 





the judgment, 7 9 a 
Nor sinners in the counsel of the | ae an eS Me; 
! righteous; Today I have begotten You: 
For the Lord knows the way of the '8 “Ask of Me, and I will give You 
righteous, The nations for Your inheritance 
But the way of the ungodly shall And the ends of the earth for Your 
perish. 


possession. 


1 The Man in Ps 1 is the Lord Jesus Christ (JohnChr, AmbM, Eust, CyrAl, Aug, and Cass). Thus, the Incar 
nation sets the tone of Psalms, and in the Psalms the Incarnate Lord teaches His Church how to pray: 
This is why Psalms is the prayer book of the Church. | 

Ps 1 presents how Jesus lived His life in this world by showing the contrast between His godly life an 
the life of the ungodly. The Church, then, is to follow His example: His behavior in relation to the U 
godly (v. 1); His zeal for the truth (v. 2); and His holy and virtuous life (v. 3). 
2 The Lord in Ps 2 is God the Father, and Jesus is called His anointed (v. 2), which means “His Christ: 
Jesus is also called King (v. 6), which is declared by the Father's eternal decree. Jesus is King without be 
ginning and without end, and He is King over His holy hill of Zion, which is the Church. Jesus is a/S° 
Son of God the Father (v. 7), for He was begotten from the Father outside of time and “before al 
worlds” (Creed), He was also begotten in these last times by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. "for 
men and for our salvation” (Creed). Then again, He was begotten in the sense of His Resurrection fo" 
the dead (Acts 13:32, 33). But Jesus is also the King over the nations (v. 8); which in due time, He wil 
shatter like a potter's vessel (v. 9) when He restores heaven and earth, and reigns eternally with His 
saints in “the world to come” (Creed). Therefore, the rulers of the nations are called to serve this | 
or they will be judged; but blessed are all who trust in Him (v. 12). , it 

wThe Church includes Ps 2 in the Nativity (Christmas) Eve and Good Friday services, On Nativity Ever 
is used in the refrain (called the prokeimenon or gradual) before the Epistle is read in the Divine 
Liturgy. On Good Friday, the entire psalm is part of the First Hour prayers. | 









9 You shall shepherd them with an i 
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on 8 Arise, O Lord, and save me, O my God, 


staff; | For You struck all those who were 
You shall shatter them like a potter’s foolishly at enmity with me; 
| vessel,’ ” le |} You broke the teeth of sinners. 
10 And now, O kings, understand; © 9 Salvation is of the Lord, 
Be instructed, all you judges of the And Your blessing is upon Your 
earth. iN, people. 


11 Serve the Lord with fear 


And rejoice in Him with trembling. Psalm 4 
(° Lay ye of His instruction, lest the lFor the End; in psalms; an ode by David. 
ord be angry, i Y 
And you perish from.the righteous YS ER EE A ae. O God of 
when Tus fury | | alr) You strengthened my heart when | 
ry shall be quickly ib eire E a 
kindled. was in distress; 


Have mercy on me, and hear my 
prayer. | | 
Psalm 3 |3 How long, O you sons of men, 
| Will you be slow of heart? 
Why do you-love- vain things. - 
And seek after lies? 
4 Know thatthe Lord made His Holy 


Blessed are all who trust in Him. 


1A psalm by David, when he fled from the — 
face of his son, Absalom. 


Lord, why do those who afflict me 








multiply? One wondrous; h 
Many are those who risé up against | The Lord will hear me;when I cry to 
me. | Him. 
3 Many are those who say tomy soul, 5 .Be-angry, and do not sin; 
“There is no salvation for hinmmin his Have remorse upon your beds 
God.” (Pause) For what you say in your hearts. 


(Pause) > | : 
* But You, O Lord, are my protector, : | 
My glory and the One who lifts up my: |€ Offer the sacrifice of righteousness, 


head. And hope in the Lord. | 
|5 Jcried to the Lord with my. voice, 7 There are many who say, “Who will 
And He heard me from His holy hill. show. us good things?” 
(Pause) EAA O Lord, the light of Your face was 
| stamped upon us. 
° | lay down and slept; ©. > | 8 You put gladness in my heart; 
I awoke, for the Lord will help me. From their season of wheat, wine, and 
’ | will not be afraid of ten thousands of oil they were multiplied. 
people / |9 Iwill both sleep and rest in peace, 
Who set themselves against me all For You alone, O Lord, cause me to 
around. dwell in hope. 


3 The historical account in Ps 3 is that of King David fleeing from his son, Absalom (2Kg 15—18). But 
Prophetically, Ps 3. is speaking of Jesus as the Son of David according to the flesh (Mt 1:1; Rom 1:3). 
Thus, Jesus is praying to the Lord, who is God the Father (vv. 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9). And the many .:. who rise 
Up against me (v. 2) are the fallen angels, of whom Absalom and his army were a type. These angels, 
which number ten thousands (v. 7), always lie in their denial of man’s salvation through Christ (v, 3). But 
Just as Jesus always rejected their lies (vv. 4-9), so He is teaching His Church to do the same. 
' at 3 is the first of the six psalms in the Orthros (or Matins) service. The other five are 37, 62, 87, 102; 
nd 142, | | | | 


-4 Ps 4 emphasizes the End (wv. 1, 2). Christ “is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 





believes” (Rom 10:4), and He is “the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End" (Rev 1:8). He 
exhorts people not to be slow of heart, and not to love vain things, nor to seek after lies (v: 3). Rather, 
they should realize that the Lord, who is the Father, has made His Holy One, who is Christ, to be won- 
fous (Vv. 4) in His death and Resurrection (v. 9). | | i 
“The Church in her prayers uses Ps 4 as a prokeimenon at Vespers on Mondays. It is also one of the 
Psalms for Great Compline during Great Lent. it twory 






















PSALM 5:1 


Psalm 5 


lFor the End: concerning the inheritance; 


10 





a psalm by David. 


ive ear to my words, O. Lord, 

Hear my cry. 

Give heed to the voice of my 
supplication, 

My King and my God, 

For to You will I pray, O Lord. 

In the morning You shall hear my 
voice; 

In the morning I will stand before You, 

And I will watch. 

For You are not a God who wills 
lawlessness, 

Nor shall the evildoer dwell with You. 

The lawless shall not stand before 
Your eyes; 

You hate all the workers of 
lawlessness; 

You shall destroy all who speak 
falsehood: 

The Lord abhors the'man of violence 
and deceit. 

But as for me, in the fullness of Your 
mercy I will come into Your house; 

In fear of You I will worship toward 
Your holy temple. 

Lead me, O Lord, in Your 
righteousness because of my 
enemies; | 

Make straight Your way before me. 

For there is no truth in their mouth; 

Their heart is vain; 

Their throat is an open grave; 

They deal deceptively with their 
tongues. 

Judge them, O God. 

Let them fall by their false 
accusations; 


5 Ps 5 is similar to Ps 4, again emphasizing the End (v. 1). Christ is the End concerning the | 
(v. 1), which is the Church and the world to come (Creed). 











Cast them out in the multitude of; 
ungodliness; 

For they provoked You, O Lord, 
i2 But let all who hope in You be glad: 

They will greatly rejoice forever, | 
For You will dwell in them; 
And all who love Your name will hogy 

in You. | ba 
For You will bless the righteous; 
O Lord, You crowned us with the 
shield of Your goodwill. 


Psalm 6 


13 


lFor the End; in hymns, concerning the 
eighth; a psalm by David. 


Lord, do not reprove me in Your anger 
Nor discipline me in Your wrath. 


weak; 
Heal me, O Lord, for my bones are 
troubled; 
4 And my soul is greatly troubled; 
Rut You,.O Lord, how long? 


|^ Return, O Lord, and deliver my soul. 


Save me because of Your mercy. 


death; Anis 
And in Hades who will give thanks t0 
(O You? ye! 


7. lam: weary with my groaning; 


Every single night I will dampen my | 
bed; | 1 | 

I will drench my couch with my | 
tears. 


8 My eye is troubled by anger; 


I grow old among all my enemies. 


9 Depart from me, all you workers of 


lawlessness; 
For the Lord heard the voice of my 
weeping; 





nheritane | | 
For Christ and His inheritance are the ene 


which God’s eternal purpose is moving (Eph 3:11). And in His prayer to the Father, whom He calls LO 
and King and God (w. 2, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13), He is teaching the Church how to pray and worship in het 


morning prayers (v. 4) as she travels through this present lawless world (vv. 5-13). 
Thus, the Church uses Ps 5 as one her fixed psalms in the First Hour, and the clergy often 


upon entering the church just prior to the services. 


6 Ps 6 teaches the Church the spirit of humility the faithful should have when they pray, 
mercy,” for this petition is re 


(v. 


help in this warfare (vv. 9-11). 


Ps 6 is used in Great Compline, and v. 2 is a frequently repeated refrain in liturgical hymnog!aP j 
throughout the church year. PERTO 


pray w8? 


“tord, have 


peated again and again in the services of worship. This spirit ot humility : 
characterized by (1) a request for mercy, rather than a stern reproof and discipline because of our si W 
1); (2) a recognition of the weakness and frailty of our mortal nature (vv. 3, 4); (3) a request for 
erance and salvation (vv. 5, 6); (4) a contrite spirit, characterized by | ded 
respect to sinful passions (vv, 7, 8); and (5) a firm stand against the fallen angels and the Lord's ne 


tears and the need for help with | 





heir | 


Have mercy on me, O Lord, for lam 





6 For there is no remembrance of You in 





£ 









The Lord heard my supplication; 

The Lord received my prayer. 

Let all my enemies be ashamed and 
greatly troubled; 

Let them turn back and be suddenly 

ashamed. 


Psalm 7 


1A psalm by David, which he sang to the 





death and decay 


at 


Lord concerning the words of Cush, the 


son of Benjamin. 


Lord my God, in You I hope; 
| Save me from all who pursue me, and 
| 


deliver me, 

Lest like a lion he snatch away my soul 

While there is none to redeem or save. 

O Lord my God, if I have done this, 

If there is wrongdoing in my hands, 

If I dealt back evil. to those dealing evil 
to me, | 

Then may I fall empty because of my 
enemies, 

Then may the enemy pursue and 
overtake my soul, 

And trample down my life to the 
ground, 

And make my glory settle in the dust. 
(Pause) 


Arise, O Lord, in Your anger; 

Be exalted to the very boundaries of 
my enemies; 

Awaken, O Lord my God, in the 
ordinance You commanded, 

So the congregation of the peoples 
shall surround You, Aai 

And because of this, return on high. 

The Lord shall judge the people; 

Judge me, O Lord, according to my 
righteousness, 






ll 


| 12 


13 
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PSALM 


And according to the innocence within 
me. 

Bring an end to the wickedness of 
sinners, 

And keep straight the righteous; 

For God examines hearts and reins. 

My righteous help is from God, 

Who saves the upright in heart. 

God is a righteous, strong, and patient 
judge, 

Not bringing down wrath every single 
day. yin 

If You do not return, he will polish his 
sword; To 

He stretched his bow and readied it, 

And he readied his instruments of 
death | 

And prepared his arrows to kindle.a 
fire. 

Behold, he suffered the pains of 
childbirth in unrighteousness; 

He conceived pain and brought forth 
lawlessness; 

He opened up a pit and dug it out, 

And he will fall into the hole he made. 

The painshall return on his own head, 

And his wrongdoing shall come down 
on his crown. 

i will give thanks to the Lord 

| according to His righteousness 

And will sing to the name of the Lord 
Most High. ate | 


Psalm 8 





lFor the End; concerning the winepresses; 


a psalm by David. 


Lord, our Lord, how wondrous is Your 
name in all the earth, 
For Your splendor is exalted far 
beyond the heavens. 





| 7 The historical background of Ps 7 is Absalom’s rebellion against his father, King David. This history is 

| found in 2Kg 14—18. King David and his army prefigure Christ and the Church, whereas Absalom and 
iS army represent the devil and his angels. - 

Thus, Ps 7 teaches the Church:how to pray in this warfare: (1) The faithful place their hope in God for 

| deliverance from the enemy, that is the devil, called a lion (v..3; see also 1Pt 5:8). (2) Personal virtue in- 

| the Church is essential for successful warfare against this enemy (vv. 4-17). (3) The credit for any victory 

achieved goes to the Lord (v. 18). | 

8 Ps 8 speaks of the Incarnate Lord: (1) His name is wondrous - > . in all the earth, and He is exalted far 

| beyond the heavens (v. 2; see also Php 2:9-11). (2) He brings forth praise from His humble people, who 

| are likened to little children (v. 3; see also Mt 18:1-4; 21:15, 16). (3) He is the Creator of the universe 

V. 4; see also Heb 1:10-12). (4) He remembered man and his mortal nature, for example, his fall into 

in the grave, and thus, became incarnate to redeem him from death and to crown him 

with glory and honor (vv. 5-9; see also Heb 2:6-10). (5) Because of the things mentioned above, the 

| 'Ncarnate Lord’s name is wondrous in all the earth. 


Ps 8 is the communion hymn on Lazarus Saturday, the day before Palm Sunday, and it is also sung 


Palm Sunday Orthros (Matins). 








on 





9 At Ps 9 the numerical divergence begins 
LXX, Ps 9 and 10 are combined. 

Ps 9 is concerning the hidden things of the Son. No 
and He is the judge of all mankind. As the Creed says, 
and the dead.” And at the End, that is, in the comin 
the theme of judgment runs throu 
den will be revealed, some of whi 
of the ungodly will be 
into the light. However, the godly now give thanks to th 
(vv. 1, 2), for they know the Lord will rel 
have no end” (Creed), 


PSALM 8:3 


Os MMs 





From the mouths of babies and 
nursing infants 

You prepared praise because of Your 
enemies, 

That You may destroy the enemy and 
avenger. 

For I shall look at the heavens, the 
works of Your fingers, 

The moon and stars You established. 

What is man that You remember him, 

Or the son of man that You visit him? 

You made him a little lower than the 
angels; 


You crowned him with glory and honor. 


You set him over the works of Your 
hands; 

You subjected all things under: his feet, 

All sheep and oxen, | 

And besides these, aiso the animals of 
the field, 

The birds of heaven and the'fish of the 
sea, 

And the things passing through the 
paths of the seas. 

O Lord, our Lord, how wondrous is 
Your name invall the earth. 


Psalm 9 (9, 10) 


lFor the End; concerning the hidden 
things of the Son; a psalm of David. 


will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my 


whole heart; 

I will tell of all Your wondrous things: 

I will be glad and rejoice in You; | 

I will sing praise to Your name, O Most 
High. 

When my enemy turns backward, 

They shall be feeble and perish before 
Your face. , 

For You maintain my judgment and my 
right; 

You sit upon the throne, judging in 
righteousness. 

You rebuke the nations, and the 

ungodly man destroys himself; 


gn over His kingdom forever (v. 37), For His “kingdom $" 







The swords of the enemy are 
completely forsaken, 

And You pulled down their cities. 

Their memory was destroyed With 4 
noise. | 

But the Lord abides forever; 

He prepared His throne in judgment 

And He shall judge the worldin ` 
righteousness; 

He shall judge the peoples in 
uprightness. — 

The Lord is also a refuge for the pog 
man, ae 

A helper in seasons of affliction: - 

And let those who know Your name 
put their hope in You; 

For You, O Lord, do not forsake those | 

-who seek You. GR A 

Sing to the Lord who dwells in Zion. 

Proclaim His dealings among the 
nations, l 

For He who avenges blood rememben 
them; | | 

He does not forget the cry of the poor. 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, and see 
how my enemies have humbled 
me, | 

You who raise me up from the gates 0! 
death, | 

That I may proclaim all Your praises 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion. 

I will rejoice in Your salvation. 

The nations are trapped in the 
destruction they caused; | 

Their foot is caught in the trap they 

| hid. | d 

The Lord is known in the judgments 
He makes; 

The sinner is caught in the works of 
his hands. (Pause) 


Let sinners be turned back into 
Hades, | 
And all the nations who forget G04 


between the Septuagint (LXX) and the Masoretic Text. In um 


w this Son is the Only-begotten Son of the Ne 
“He shall come again in glory to judge the” 

g judgment, He shall reveal “hidden things. t 
ghout the psalm (w. 5, 8, 9, 17, 20, 26, and 39), and things now 
ch are prophesied by David in this psalm. For example, all the de® 
remembered, exposed and judged (w. 32-35), for everything will be broug”: 
e Lord with a repentant and grateful hea 


hall 


í 
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19 For the poor man sh 


all not be 
forgotten in the end; 

The patience of the poor shall not 
perish forever, 

Arise, O Lord, and do not let man 
prevail; 

Let the nations be judged in Your 
presence. 

Set a lawgiver over them, O Lord, 

And let the nations know that they are 
men. (Pause) 


Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? 

Why do You disregard me in times of 
affliction? 

When the ungodly man behaves 
arrogantly, the poor are set afire; 

Let him be caught in the counsels he 
ponders. 

For the sinner praises himself in the 
desires of his soul, 

And the unjust man blesses himself. 

The sinner provokes the Lord: 

He will not seek Him out because of 
the fullness of His wrath: 

God is not before him. 

His ways are defiled in every season; 

Your judgments are removed from bis 
face; 

He shall rule over all his enemies, 

For he said in his heart, “I will not be 
shaken; | | 

From generation to generation I will 
be without trouble.” | 

His mouth is full of cursing, bitterness 
and deceit; . 

Suffering and pain are under his 
tongue. ie 

He lies in ambush with the wealthy; 

He kills the innocent in hidden 
places; , | 

His eyes look intently at the poor; 

He lies in ambush in a hiding place, 
like a lion in his den; 

He lies in wait to seize the poor man, 

To seize the poor man to drag him 
away; | p 

He will humble him in his snare; 

But he will bend down and fall when 
he rules over the poor. 
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10 Ps 10 shows what it means for the Church to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 1), for He is the End. 


forgets; 

He turned His face so as never to see 
it.” | 

Arise, O Lord God, let Your 
lifted high, 

And do not forget Your poor. 

Why has the ungodly man provoked 

- God? | 

For he said in his heart, “You will 
never call me to account for this.” 

But You do see, You do perceive the 
suffering and pain, 

That You might deliver them into Your 
hands; 

Therefore, the poor man will be left to 
YOu; "4 

You give help to the orphan. ; 

Break the arm of the sinner and the 
evil man; & fr ) 

His sin shall be sought, and because of 
it he will not be found;.- 

The Lord will reign, ~s- 5%- 

But you, O, nations, you will perish 
from His earth. T 

The Lord hears the-desire of the poor; 

Your ear heeds the readiness of their 
heart,- it BY ke 

To judge the orphan and the humble, 

That man may- no- longer increase his 
great boasting upon the earth. 


Psalm 10 (11) 
‘For the End; a psalm by David. 


hand be 


n the Lord I trust. How will you say to 


my soul, 


“Flee to the mountains like a 


Sparrow’? 


See, the sinners stretch tight their 


_ bow; 


They prepare their.arrows in the 


i~ quiver, 


That in a moonless night they may. 


shoot down the upright in heart. - 


For the things You created, they 


destroyed. 


But what did the righteous man do? 
The Lord is in His holy temple; 
The Lord, His throne is in heaven; 


(1) Trusting in the Lord overcomes cowardice (Flee to the mountains like a sparrow, v. 1). (2) Trusting in 
the Lord overcomes the devil and his angels (vv. 2, 3; see also Eph 6:16). (3) Trusting in the Lord makes 
the Church a dwelling place of God (v. 4a; see also 1Co 3:16, 17; Eph 2:21, 22), (4) Trusting in the Lord 

eeps one poor in spirit (v. 4b; see also Mt 5:3). (5) 
Vice (wv, 5-7; see also Heb 1:9; 1Pt 3:10-12). 


Trusting in the Lord helps one love virtue and hate. 




















PSALM 10:5 688- M., 
“Į will establish them in salvation; 
I will declare it boldly.” 

7 The words of the Lord are pure wor 
Like silver fired in a furnace of earth, 
Purified seven times. l 

8 You shall guard us, O Lord; 

You shall preserve us from this | 
generation forever. 

9 The ungodly walk in a circle; | 
In Your exaltation, You highly exalted — 

the sons of men. ) 


| Psalm 12 (13) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David. 


H” long, O Lord? Will You forget me tg 
the end? 





His eyes are fixed upon the poor man, 
His eyelids examine the sons of men. 
5 The Lord examines the righteous man 
and the ungodly man, 
And he who loves unrighteousness 
hates his own soul. 
6 He shall rain down snares upon 
sinners; 
Fire and brimstone and a raging wind 
shall be the portion of their cup. 
7 The righteous Lord loves 
righteousness; 
His face beholds the upright. 


Psalm 11 (12) 
lFor the End, concerning the eighth; a 





| 


psalm by David. | How long will You turn Your face from : 
Se" me, O Lord, for the holy man has Me? =; ke 
ceased: 3 How long will I take counsel in my 
= SOUL; | 


The truthful are diminished from 
| among the sons of men. 
3 Each one speaks useless things to his 


Having grief in my heart daily? _ 
How long will my enemy be exalted 
over me? .. 


| 
| 


neighbor; E? 
Deceptive lips speak with a double 4 Look upon me and hear me, O Lord ~ 
heart. | my God; 
4 May the Lord destroy all deceptive Enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death, 
lips . | 5 “Lest my enemy Say, pie’ 
And the tongue that speaks boastful “I prevailed against him”, 7 
things, Those who afflict me greatly rejoice, i 
5 - Saying, “We will make our tongue I am shaken. 3 ) 
powerful; ~ 6 But I hope in Your mercy; 


My heart shall greatly rejoice in Your 
salvation; | 

I will sing to the Lord, who shows 
kindness to me; . 


Our lips are our own; 
Who is lord over us?” 
6 “Because of the suffering of the needy, 
And because of the groaning of the 
poor, I will sing to the name of the Lord 


Now I will arise,” says the Lord; Most High. | 
| 


11 Ps 11 presents a contrast between the godly who live in light of Christ (the End, v. 1) and the eighth 
day (v. 1), that is, “the coming of Christ, the resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to 
come” (Creed); and the ungodly, who walk in a circle (v. 9), that is, who live only within the confine? 
vision of their seven days each week. And as the godly journey through this present world, (1) they P“ | 


for deliverance from the ungodliness around them (wv. 2, 3); (2) they ask the Lord to destroy the 

(w. 4, 5); and (3) they groan to the Lord in the midst of | 
the Lord, through His R& 
in virtue WI" 


in singing to the Lord (v: A | 


12 Ps 12 teaches the Church how to attain to an exceedingly joyful heart 

repentance over sins committed, lest the devil and sin 
(2) by petitioning the Lord to enlig™ p 
d (3) by hoP 


who is the End (v. 1): (1) by godly sorrow and 
passions (my enemy) be victorious (vv. 3, 5; see also 2Co 7:10); 
the eyes of the heart, lest the sleep in death overtake one (v, 4; see also Eph 1:18; 5:14); an 
ing in the Lord's mercy (v; 6a). 


“Ps 12 is an evening prayer, used in Great Compline and in the services of Great Lent. 
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Psalm 13 (14) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David. 


he fool says in ħis heart, “There is no 
God,” 

They are corrupt, they are abominable 
in their habits; 

There is none, not even one, who does 
good. 

The Lord stooped down from heaven 
to look upon the sons of men, 

To see if there were any who 
understood or sought God. 

All turned aside and were altogether 
corrupted; 

There was not even one doing good, 
no, not one. 

Their throat is an open tomb: 

They deal deceptively with their 
tongues; 

The poison of serpents is under their 
lips, 

Whose mouth is full of curses and 
bitterness; 

Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

Affliction and suffering are in their 
ways, 

And the way of peace they have not 
known; 

There is no fear of God before their 
eyes. 

Do all the workers of lawlessness not 
know? 

They eat up my people as they eat 
bread, and they do not call upon 
the Lord. 

They were in great fear where no fear 
was, 


OOE = 








PSALM 14:6 


Because God is in the righteous 
generation. 

You shamed the counsel of the poor 
man, 

Because the Lord is his hope. 

Who will bring about the salvation of 
Israel out of Zion? 

When the Lord returns His people 
from captivity, 

Let Jacob greatly rejoice, and let Israel 

be glad. 


Psalm 14 (15) 


1A psalm by David. 


Lord, who shall dwell in Your 
tabernacle? 
Who shall live in Your holy 
mountain? 
He who walks blamelessly, and works 
righteousness, | 
And speaks truth in his heart, 
Who does not deceive with his 
tongue, | 
Neither does evil to his neighbor; 
And does not find fault with those 
nearest him. 
He disdains those who do evil in his 
presence, | | 
But he holds in honor those who fear 
the Lord; 
He swears an oath to his neighbor and 
does not set it aside. 
He does not lend his money at interest, 
And he does not take a bribe against 
the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never 
be shaken. 








13 Ps 13 describes both Jews and Gentiles who say in their hearts, “There is no God” (v. 1; see also 
Rom 3:9-18), For although they may claim to know God, nevertheless, they are actually denying He ex- 


sts, because of (1) their total involvement in a state of moral depravity (vv. 1, 3); (2) their refusal to seek 
God (v, 2); (3) their persecution of God's righteous people (wv. 4-6); and (4) their denial of the Incarnate 
Sod, the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 7). | 
GPs 13 is used in the Ninth Royal Hour of Great and Holy Friday, the hour of Christ's death on the 
cross, Portions of vy. 1 and 3 form the prokeimenon before the reading from Jeremiah, 

14 Ps 14 teaches the Church the transfigured life the faithful are to live (v. 1), as they “look for the res- 
“rection from the dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed), They are (1) to be holy inwardly 
and outwardly (v, 2); and (2) to love their neighbor (vv. 3-5), And those who live this way shall never be 


shaken (v, 6), either in this world or in the world to come. 


“Ps 14:1 is used in Orthros for the Feast of the Transfiguration. 
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PSALM 15:1 


reserve me, O Lord, because I hope in 





Psalm 15 (16) 
1A pillar inscription; by David. 


You. | | 
L said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
You have no need of my good things.” 
To the saints on His earth, | 
In them He magnified all, His will. 
Their diseases were multiplied; 
They hastened after these things; 
I will not join in their assemblies of 
blood, 
nor will I remember their names with 
my lips. 
The Lord is the portion of my 
inheritance and my cup; 
You are He who restores my 
inheritance to me: 
Portions fell to me among the best, 
And my inheritance is the very 
finest. 
I will bless the. Lord who caused:me to 
understand; 
Moreover, until night my reins.aiso | 
instructed me, | 
I saw the Lord always.before me; 
Because He is at my right hand, that I 
may not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart was, glad, 
And my tongue rejoiced exceedingly; 
My flesh also shall dwell in hope. 
For You will not abandon my soul to 
Hades ` bs 
Nor allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption. 
You made known to me the ways of 
life; , sA 
You will fill me with gladness in Your 
presence; 


i 
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15 Ps 15, similar to Ps 14, teaches the Church the transfigured life in the Person of God Incarnate, who 


690 












“atYour right hand are pleasures j 
forevermore. 
Psalm 16 (17) 
1A prayer of David. 


isten, O Lord of my righteousness; 
4 Attend to my supplication; - 
Give ear to my prayer that is not with 
deceitful lips. vie | 
From Your face let my judgment come 
Let my eyes behold uprightness. 
You tested my heart, when You visited 
me in the Nignt i e o 
You tried me in the fire, and found 
nothing unjust in me. : 
That my mouth might not speak of the | 
works of men, 1) E 
I held to hard ways because of the 
words of Your lips. ~ | 
Restore my steps in Your paths, 
That my footsteps may not slip. 
I cried out, because You listened to me, | 
0 God; somes | 
Incline Your ear to me, and hear my | 
~~ words. peti 
Magnify Your mercies, E 
O You who save those who hope in You 
From those who rise up against Your 
right hand. TONN 
Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
In the shelter of Your wings, You will 
shelter me 
From the face of the ungodly who 
trouble me. 
My enemies surrounded my soul; 
Their fat enclosed them; 
Their mouth spoke arrogantly. 
Casting me out, they now surround 
me; 








| 
= 






assumed the weakness of mortal flesh (but without sin) for the sake of the inheritance (vv. 5, 6), wh 

is “the world to come” (Creed). And as Man, He interceded to the Father on behalf of the Church, (1° 
preserve those who hope in the Father (v. 1, 2); (2) to magnify His will in them amid the fallen worl? 
(vv. 3, 4); (3) to enlighten them (v. 7); (4) that they should keep their eyes on the Father (v. 8); (5) that 


they should hope in the resurrection from the dead, because the soul of Jesus was not left in Hades 
did His body decay in the grave, and therefore, they should not fear death (vv. 9, 10; see also” 
Acts 2:25-31; 13:35-37); for He was raised from the ty. 
to come” (Creed), 

GPs 15:3 is often used in the services of the Church to honor the saints. 
16 Ps 16 was prayed by the Lord Jesus to the Father, | 
with deceitful lips (v. 1); for the Lord gives ear to those praying in truth (vv. 1, 6). And we (1) see thing 
the way the Lord sees them (v. 2); (2) pass the test in the furnace of obedience to the Lord’s words - 
(vv. 3-5); (3) hope in the Lord in the face of adversity (v. 7); (4) experience protection from enemies 
sre n re devil and his angels (vv. 8-14); and (5) are satisfied by beholding the Lord's face, that is, His 
aon (5) gl) ) pia Lary 
MPs 16 is used in the Third Hour Prayers of the Church, 


dead for the sake of their life (v. 11) “in the 


to teach the Church to pray righteously and | 








not 


69] 
They set their eyes to bend down to 
the earth. 
2 They seized me like a lion ready to 
tear its prey, 
Like a young lion lurking in secret 
places. 
3 Arise, O Lord, outrun them.and trip up 
their heels; | 
Rescue my soul from the ungodly, 
And Your sword from the enemies of 
Your hand. 
4 O Lord, destroy them from the earth; 
Scatter them in their life. - 
Their belly is filled with Your hidden 
things; 
They are satisfied with. their sons, 
And they leave their-possessions to 
their children. 
i5 As for me, in righteousness J shall 
behold Your face; 
I shall be satisfied when Your, glory is 
revealed. | 








i | 
Psalm 17 (18) | 
| 


‘Kor the End; by the child.of,the Lord, 
David; what things he spoke to. the Lord, 
even the words of this ode, in the:day the 
Lord delivered him from the hand.of all his | 4 

enemies and from the hand of Saul; 


2thus he said: 


¢¢7 will love You, O Lord, my 
| strength. | 
The Lord is my foundation, my +., 
refuge, my deliverer; | 
My God is my helper, on Him I will 
My champion, the horn of my 
salvation, and my protector. 
I will call upon the Lord and praise Him, 
And I shall be saved from my enemies. 
The anguish of death surrounded me; 
€ floods of the lawless troubled me 
5 greatly: 
The anguish of Hades encircled me; 
he snares of death ran me down. 





17 Ps 17 is set in the historical background of David's 
rom the 


ed of the Son of David is the Church. 
Man's 
held 
in H 
fought eve Hieron o; 
(w. 17-59) rything ite the light (v. 29; x 
OVerses 46- 


announcing th 








vid's deliverance from the hand of all his enemies and 
ie hand of Saul (1Kg 19—31). However, this psalm is forecasting and magnifying the salvation 
21) of the Father's King, who is called Christ (His anointed) and David, for He is the Son of David. The 


50 are sung on appointed Sundays immediately before the reading of 
e word of Christ, who is victor over death and the One who is our life. 





PSALM 17:18 


In my affliction I called upon the Lord, 

And I cried out to my God; 

He heard my voice from His holy 
temple, 

And my cry shall come before Him, 
into His ears. | 

Then the earth was shaken and was | 
trembling; 

And the foundations of mountains | 

were stirred up, i; ; ) 

And they were shaken, because God 
was angry with them. wep | 

Smoke.ascended in-His wrath, | 

And burst. into flame from His face; 

Coals were kindled by Him. 

He bowed heaven and descended, 

And darkness was under His feet. 

And He rode upon the cherubim, and 
flew; 

He flew upon. the.wings of the wind. 

He made darkness His hiding place; 

His tabernacle was-around Him, 

Dark water inthe- clouds of the sky. 

Because of the. brightness before Him, 
the clouds, chy 

The hail and the fiery coals:passed 
through. | PENS 

The Lord thundered from heaven, 

The Most High gave forth His voice; 

And He sent forth His arrows, and 

., Scattered them; 3 

And He multiplied lightning, and 
threw them into utter confusion. 

Then the springs. of the waters were 
seen, | | 

And the foundations of the world were 
uncovered, Hi m 

By Your rebuke, O Lord, | 

By the breathing of the breath of Your 
wrath. | 

He sent from on high, and He took me: 

He drew me out of many waters. 

He will deliver me from my strong 
enemies, . | 3 | 


~ and from those who hate me. 


Because they were too strong for me. 


enemies were death and the decay of the body in the grave, Hades, and the devil, And these 
Man in great fear and dread and in bondage to sinful passions (vv. 1-6; see also Heb 2:14, 15). But 
$ Incarnation, Christ descended from heaven (v. 10) and destroyed : 


these enemies (vv. 7-16), and 


e also 2Ti 1:10), He ascended on high and called the Gentiles 


the Haly Gospel, 


20 


24 


28 


29 


30 


3] 


35 


36 


PSALM 17:19 


They overran me in the day of my 
misfortune, 

But the Lord became my support, 

And He led me into a wide place: 

He will deliver me, because He willed 
it for me. 

He will deliver me from my strong 
enemies 

and from those who hate me. 

The Lord will reward me according to 
my righteousness; 

And according to the purity of my 
hands He will recompense me, 

Because I kept the ways of the Lord 

And did not act impiously against my 
God; 

For all His judgments are before me, 

And I did not remove His ordinances 
from me. 

I will also be blameless before Him, 

And I will keep myself from my 
lawlessness. 

The Lord will reward me according to 
my righteousness, 

According to the purity of mv nands 
before His eyes. 

With the holy You will be holy: 


And with the innocent man You wiil be | 


innocent: 

And with the elect You will be elect: 

And with the crooked You will be 
crooked. 

For You will save a humble people, 

And You will humble the eyes of the 
arrogant. 

For You will light my lamp, O Lord: 

O my God, You will enlighten my 
darkness. 

For in You I shall be delivered from 
ordeals, 

And in my God I shall leap over a 
wall. 

My God, His way is blameless; 

The teachings of the Lord are tried by 
fire; 

He is the shield of all who set their 
hope on Him. 

For who is God besides the Lord? 

And who is God besides our God? 

It is God who girds me with power, 

And He made my way blameless; 

Who makes my feet like a deer 

And sets me on high places; | 

Who teaches my hands to make war; 


And You make my arms a bronze bow; | 


And You gave me the shield of Your 
salvation; 


And Your right hand supported 


- Therefore I will give thanks to You 










RAN crip hn ed me. ` 

And Your instruction restored me t 
the end; : 

And Your instruction will teach me, 

You widened my steps under m 

And my footsteps were not feeble, 

I shall pursue my enemies and | 
overtake them; 

And I shall not turn back until they 
faint; 

I shall wound them until they Cannot 
stand; | 

They shall fall under my feet. 

For You armed me with strength for 

| war; | 

You entangled under my feet all why 
rose up against me, 

And You gave me the back of my 
enemies; 

And You destroyed all who hate me 

They cried out, but there was none to 
save them; 

Even to the Lord, but He did not 
answer them. 

Į will grind them fine, like the dust 
that blows in the wind; 

I will smooth them out, like mud i in the 
streets. 

Deliver me from the contradictions of | 
the people; 

You will establish me as the head of : 
the Gentiles; 

A people I never knew served me; : 

The moment they heard, they obeyed 
me; | 

Sons who are strangers lied to mê; | 

Sons who are strangers became old. | 

And they became lame because of 
their beaten path. 

The Lord lives, and blessed is my 
God. 

Let the salvation of my God be 
exalted, 

The God who vindicates me, | 

And who subdued the peoples under 
me, 

My deliverer from the rage of MY 
enemies; 

Because of those who rise up agains 
me, You will exalt me; 

You will deliver me from the 
unrighteous man. 












among the Gentiles, O Lord: 
And sing to Your name, pHi 
He who magnifies the salvation or 
king 


1 The firmament shows the creation of 






—— 


And shows mercy to His anointed, | 
To David and his seed forever” 
Psalm 18 (19) 





lFor the End; a psalm by David. 
he heavens declare the glory of God: 


His hands. 

Day to day utters speech, 

And night to night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language 

Where their voices are not heard. 

Their proclamation went forth into all 
the earth, | 

And their words to the ends of the 
world. 

In the sun He set His tabernacle: 

And it rejoices exceedingly 

Like a bridegroom coming forth from 
his bridal chamber, 

Like a strong man to run a race. 

Its rising is from one end of heaven, 

And its circuit runs to the other end: 

And nothing shall be hidden from its 
heat. 

The law of the Lord.is blameless, 
converting souls; 

The testimony of the Lord is 
trustworthy, making children wise; 





t 


| fi 

The ordinances of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the Lord is 9 
bright, enlightening the eyes; 

The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring 
unto ages of ages; 5 

The judgments of the Lord are true, 
being altogether just. — | 

More to be desired are they than gold | 7 
and a very precious stone, 





—_ a ee 


Sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb. 

For indeed Your servant keeps them: 

In keeping them there is great reward. 

Who will understand his 

transgressions? 

Cleanse me from hidden sins, 

And spare your servant from 
unnatural sins: 

If they have no dominion over me, 
then I shall be blameless, 

And I shall be cleansed from great sin. 

Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart 

Be always pleasing before You, 

O Lord, my helper and my:redeemer. 


-Psalm 19 (20) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David. - 





MM’ the Lord hear you in the day of 


affliction; sitar 

May the name of the God of Jacob 
defend you. 

May He send you help from His holy 
glace, 

And may He support you from Zion. 

May He remember every sacrifice of 
yours, kak 

And may your whole burnt offering be 
honored. (Pause) 


May He give you according to your 
heart, 

May He fulfill all your counsel. 

We will greatly rejoice in Your salvation, 

And in the name of our God we will be 
magnified. 

Now I know the Lord has saved His 
anointed; 





18 Ps 18 reveals God the Word (the End, v. 1) becoming Man in the womb of the most holy Mother of 
God. For on His Nativity, all creation bore witness to the glory of God revealed in His Incarnation 
(W. 1-5). And in His birth from the womb of the Virgin, He was likened to the sun rising from the east, 


to a bridegroom comin 
to the world (vv. 6-15). i ine Li 
“Verses 2, 3 are sung as the Alleluia before the Gospel reading In the Divine Citurgy on Nativity. And 


g from his chamber, and to a strong man ready to run a race, to bring salvation 


v. 6 is sung in the second canon of canticle five during Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Mother of God. J IA i i 


19 Ps 19 is a royal psalm, for 
end (v. 1), Also, v. 7 identifies Jesus as G 
Christ” shows the Father anointed the 


1:35; Is 61:1 


4nd coequal with Him. 


merous petitions are made on Christ's behalf (vv. 2-5), 


W. 6-10), one element of which is great joy (v. 6). 


it is a prophecy made on behalf of Jesus Christ the King (v. 10), who is the 
od’s Christ (His anointed) and as His right hand. For the name 
human nature of Jesus with the Holy Spirit (see Heb 1:9; 

\; and the names “right hand” and “King” show Jesus is one in essence with the Father 


This prophecy ic firs sver to the Father, who is called the Lord and the God of Jacob (v. 2). Nu- 
prophecy is first a prayer to one of which regards His death and Resurrection 
‘4,7; see also Heb 5:7), Secondly, the prophecy reveals the response of the Church to His salvation 


20 Ps 20 is also a royal psalm, because it is a 
also the End. 


the Lord (v. 10), who is exalted (v. 14) | 
In being called by these names, Jesus is shown to be one in essence and 


PSALM 19:8 





m u a e 


He will hear him from His holy heaven; 

The salvation of His right hand is 
mighty, 

some glory in chariots, some in 
horses, | 

But in the name of the Lord our God 
we shall be magnified. 

Their feet were tied together; so they 
fell; 

But we rose up and were restored. 

O Lord, save Your King, 

And hear us in the day we call upon 
You. 


Psalm 20 (2 1) 


lFor the End; a psalm by David. 


Lord, the king shall be glad in Your 
power, 

And in Your'salvation he will greatly 
rejoice. 

You gave him his soul’s desire, 

And You-did not deprive hitn of his 
lips’ request. (Pause) 


For You anticipated him with blessings 
of goodness; nt 

You placed a crown.of precious stones 
on his head. 

He asked You for life; and You gave it 
to him, 

Length of days unto ages of ages. 

Great is his glory in Your salvation; 

Glory and majesty You shall place 
upon him. | 

For You shall give him blessing unto 
ages of ages; 


The Father is identified as the Lord 





You shall fill him with the joy 


10 





14 





O God, my God, hear me; why have You | 


(vv. 2, 8) and as the Most High (v. 8); and the King 
in His Ascension, as well as the Father's hand and right hand |v A| 


We will sing and praise Your mighty 












of 
presence, Your 
For the king hopes in the Lord, 
And in the mercy of the Most High h 
will not be shaken. ii 
May Your hand be found on all Your 
enemies; Rcd || 
May Your right hand find all who hate 
You. | 
You shall make them like a fiery 
furnace | 
In the time of Your presence: ty 
The Lord shall throw them into | 
confusion in His wrath, | 
And the fire shall devour them. 
You shall destroy their offspring from : 
the earth 
And their seed from among the sons — 
of men. 2 
For they vented all their evils against | 
You; 
They reasoned through a counsel they ` 
could not establish. i 
For You shall make them turn their | 
~ back; l bo 
Among Your remnants, You shall make 
-ready their countenance. ` 
Be exalted, O Lord, in Your power; 


l 


deeds Simi 
Psalm 21 (22) 


lFor the End; concerning help in the fx! 
morning; a psalm by David. | 
aTi | 


forsaken me? ‘ ; 


prophecy of the King’s triumphal Ascension, in which Hes | | 


is also called. 


coequal with the Father. 


Jesus asked the Father to raise Him from the dead and to enthrone Him at His right hand for the sake 


of our salvation (vv. 1-8; see also Heb 5:7-9), And in His death, 
destroyed all the enemies, namely, the devil and 
mighty deeds, the Church sings and praises Him 


21 Ps 21 Is a prophecy of the Lord's death and Resurrection, and 
outlined as follows: (1) the Resurrection (v, 1); (2) | 


(2) The New Testament quotes several verses fro 
v. 2, quoted in Mt 27:46 and Mk 15:34; v, 9, 
New Testament also quotes v. 23 in Heb 2:1 
(Creed), . | | 
LPs 21 is used throughout Great and Holy Friday, 
is also used in the Feast of the Exaltation of the Hol 


ASAE (vv. 9-13). So, in response to all the L ord’ 
V. 


4). 


Resurrection and Ascension, He ~ 


\| 


(Verses 1-6, 14 are used in the Divine Liturgy on Pentecost Sunday, AT e dad and eX 
alted Lord sent the Church His Holy Spirit. i y..on which the ascended à 


of His Church. Thus, this psalm may Be 


the Crucifixion (vv. 2-22); (3) the Church (vw. 23-33) t 


(1) Christ is the End, and He was resurrected early in the morning (v..1; see also Mk 16:2; Lk 2451): 


in Orthros, in the First Hour, and in Great Vesper 
y Cross, Na (Crs 


m this psalm in relation to the Crucifixion: for example 
quoted In Mt 27:43; and v. 19, quoted in Mt 27:35. (3) The, 
2, referring to the “one, holy, catholic and apostolic Chuh 








10 


The words of my tiihditeasiors ar are 19 
far from my salvation. 

O my God, I will cry out by day, but 
You will not hear me; 20 

And by night, but not for a lack of 
understanding in me. 

But You dwell among the saints, 21 
O praise of Israel. 

Our fathers hoped in You; 

They hoped in You, and You delivered 29 
them. 

They cried out to You and were 
saved; , 

They hoped in You and were not 
ashamed. 

But | am a worm, and not a man: 

A reproach of man and despised by 
the people. 

All who see me mock me: 

They speak with their lips and shake | | 

their head, Le 

| 


23 


24 


Saying. “He hoped in the Lord, let 
Him rescue him; 

Let Him save him since He delights in 
him.” 

For You are He who drew me from the 
womb, 

My hope from my mother’s 
breasts; | | 

I was cast upon You from the 
womb, 

From my mother’s womb You are my 
God. 

Do not stand off from me, for 
affliction is near; 

There is no one to help. 

Many young bulls surrounded me; 28 

Fat bulls encircled me. 

They opened their mouths against 
me 

Like a raging and roaring lion. 








De! 
<] 


[ am poured out like water, TT og 


And all my bones are shattered; 

My heart is like wax, melting into my 
stomach. 30 

My strength is dried up like an 
earthen vessel; 

My tongue cleaves to my throat; 

And You led me into the dust of 
death, 

For many dogs surrounded me; 

An assembly of evildoers enclosed 


bl 


me: : 
They pierced my hands and my. 4 


feet, | 
I numbered all my bones, 
And they look and stare at me. 


_ PSALM 21:32 


They divided my garments among 
themselves, 

And for my clothing they cast lots. 

But You, O Lord, do not remove Your 
help from me; 

Attend to my aid. 

Deliver my soul from the sword 

And my only-begotten from the hand 
of the dog; 

Save me from the lion’s mouth, 

My humiliation from the horns of the 
unicorns. 


‘I will declare Your name o my 


brethren; 

In the midst of the church I will sing 
to You. 

You who fear the Lord, praise Him. 

All you seed of Jacob, glorify Him; 

Fear Him, all you seed of Israel. 

For He has not despised nor scorned 
the beggar’s supplication, 

Nor has He turned away His face 
from me; 

And when I cried out to Him, He 
heard me. 

\Viy praise is from You in the great 
church: 

{ will pay my vows before those who 
fear Him. 

The poor:shall eat and be 
well-filled, 

And those who seek Him wil praise 
the Lord; 

Their hearts will live unto ages of 
ages. 

All the ends of the ota shall 
remember and turn to the 
Lord: 

And all families of the Gentiles shall 

worship before You, | 

For the kingdom is the Lord’s; 

And He is the Master of, the 
Gentiles. . 

All the prosperous of the earth ate 
and worshiped; 

All going down into the earth shall 
bow down before Him, 

And my soul lives with Him. 

And my seed shall serve Him; 

The coming generation shall be told 

-of the Lord, | 

And they will declare His 
righteousness 

To a people who will be born, because 
the Lord made them. 








| 
I 
; 
| 
| 
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Psalm 22 (23) 2 For He founded it upon the seas 
} | And prepared it upon the rivers. 
A psalm by David. 3 Who shall ascend to the mountain y 
‘he Lord is my shepherd; | shall not the Lord? | 
want. Who shall stand in His holy place) 
2 He makes me to lie down in green |4 He who has innocent hands and q 
pastures; | pure heart; 
He leads me beside the still waters. He who does not lift up his soul to 
3 He restores my soul; | vanity; 
He leads me in the paths of | He who does not swear deceitfully tọ | 
righteousness | his neighbor... | ) 
For His name's sake. 5 He shall receive blessing from the 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley | Lord | 
of the shadow of death, And mercy from the God of his 
I will fear no evil, for You are with | salvation. | 
me; E: higi ' 1 ft) 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort | pes si cree ene 9, yee wap 
: ue: hired Kon? Who seek the face of the God of 
5 You prepare a table before me in the Jacob. (Pause) , 


presence of my enemies: 
You anoint my head with oi); 
Your cup runs over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shali 


‘Lift up the gates, O you rulers, 
| And be lifted up, you everlasting | 


follow me | doors, 
All the days of my life; And the King of glory shall enter. 


And I will dwell in the house of the | 8 Who is this King of glory? 
Lord to the end of my days. = The Lord strong and mighty, 
The Lord powerful in battle. 


Psalm 23 (24) | + Lift up the gates, O you rulers, - 
IA psalm by David; on the first day of ante pees UP eo evenlaseine 
> week. a : 
the WEER | And the King of glory shall enter. 
"T“he earth is the Lord’s, and its t0 Who is this King of Glory? 
fullness, The Lord of hosts, He is the King of 
The world and all who dwell therein. glory. Se 





22 Ps 22 is the Church speaking about the Lord Jesus (vv. 1-3) and to the Lord Jesus (wv.'4-6). In speak 
ing about the Lord, the Church (the sheep; see also Jn 10:1-5) identifies Him as my shepherd (v. 1; see 
also Jn 10:14), thus indicating a close relationship with Him. And in this relationship of Shepherd an 
sheep, the Church lacks nothing, for example, the green pastures of kingdom life (v. 2; see also 

Jn 10:10); the still waters of baptism (v. 2; see also Jn 3:5); and the conversion of the soul to the pat" 
of righteousness (v. 3; see also Jn 10:3, 4, 7). And in speaking to the Lord, the Church is grateful to Him 
(1) for deliverance from the fear of death (v. 4; see also Heb 2:14, 15); (2) for the Eucharist (v. 5; s€€ 4 
Lk 22:14-20); and (3) for a lifetime of mercy (v. 6; see also Lk 1:50, 54). | 

MPs 22 is used in the service of preparation for Holy Communion, and as the prokeimenon in vespe" 
for Tuesdays. ; l 
23 Ps 23 is a prophecy of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ (the first day of the week, v. 1; 
also Mt 28:1; Mk 16:2; Lk 24:1; Jn 20:1). | | 

His Resurrection proves (1) He is the Creator of the world, which He owns (vv. 1, 2); (2) He is worth} 
to ascend on high as the Forerunner of the Church (wv. 3-6; see also Heb 6:19, 20: 726; 9:24); (3) He 
the King of glory, who destroyed death and Hades (vv. 7-10: see also Rev 1:18; 4:8411). 

MVerses 7-10 are proclaimed as the priest knocks on the door of the church on Pascha (Easter) mort ) 
ing, signaling our triumphant entrance into the kingdom of heaven through Christ's glorious Resu n 
tion. This same action takes place at the consecration of a church building throughout the Orth ner 
Christian world. Also, verse 1 is said at the grave of the newly departed faithful, when earth is sc" 
in the form of a cross over the resting place. Bike 











Psalm 24 (25) 
1A psalm by David. 


fase: O Lord; I lift up my soul, O my 
God. 


2 [trust in You; let me not'be ashamed: 


Let not my enemies laugh at me. 


3 For all who wait upon You shall not be 


ashamed: 
Let those be ashamed who act 
lawlessly in vain. 
4 Make known Your ways to me, 
O Lord, 
And teach me Your paths. 
> Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
For You are the God of my salvation. 
And on You I wait all the day. 


6 Remember Your compassion, O Lord. 
And Your mercy, for they are from of 


old. 
’ Do not remember the sins of my 
youth, nor of my ignorance: 
But remember mei according to Your 
mercy. 
Because of Your loving-kindness. 
O Lord. 
Good and upright is the Lord; 
Therefore He will instruct sinners in 
His way. 


He will teach the gentle His ways. 
All the ways of the Lord are mercy 
and truth 


For those who seek His covenant and 


His testimonies. 

For Your name’s sake, O Lord, 

Pardon my sin, for it is great. 

Who is the man who fears the Lord? 

He will instruct him in the way He 
chooses. 

His soul shall dwell among good 
things; : 

His seed shall inherit the earth. 





24 Ps 24 is a priestly intercession by the Lord Jesus Christon behalf of His Church, which 





He will guide the gentle in judgment: 





| 1] 


J 


fear Him, 

And to those who fear Him, His name 
is the Lord, 

And He will show them His covenant. 

My eyes are always toward the Lord, 

For He shall pluck my feet out of the 
trap. 

Look upon me and have mercy on me, 

For I am only-begotten and poor. 

The afflictions of my heart have been 
widened; 

Bring me out of my distresses. 

Look on my humiliation and my pain 

And forgive all my sins. | 

Look on my enemies, because they 
multiply, 

And they hate me with unjustified 
hatred: 

Keep my soul, and deliver me; 

Let me not be ashamed, because I 
hope in You. 

The innocent and the upright cleave to 
me 

Because I wait upon You, O Lord. 

Redeem Israel, O God, 

Out of all his afflictions. 


‘Psalm 25 (26) 
!Of David. 


udge me, O Lord, for I walk in my 


innocence, : . 
And by ‘hoping in the Lord, I:shall not 
weaken. 
Prove me, O Lord, and test me, 
Try my reins,and my heart in the fire. 
For Your mercy is before my eyes, 
And I was well-pleasing in Your truth. 
I have not sat down with vain 
councils, 
Nor will I go in with those who 
transgress-the law. - 


is the Israel of 


God (v. 22; see also Gal 6:16). He identifies Himself.as only-begotten and poor (v. 16), for He was:the 
Virgin Mary's only Child, and He was born into poverty. And although He was hated unjustly (v. 19). 


nevertheless, He established the New Testament (His covenant, w. 10, 14) 


-So in His New Testament, He 


intercedes for the Church in prayer, and by lifting up His soul to the Father (v. 1), He also lifts up the 


Church to Him in priestly intercession (see also Heb 7:25) 


taught the ways of the Father (wv. 2-21). 


. And because of His intercession, the Church is 


Ps 24 is read in Great Compline and in the Third Hour Prayers. 


25 Ps 25 is a priestly intercession of Jesus Christ to the Father at the heavenly altar (v 


. 6; see also 


Heb 7:25) on behalf of His churches (v. 12). And since this Priest is innocent (Heb 7:26), He intercedes on 


behalf of His churches, so they, too, will be innocent through God's mercifu 


Worship around His altar (vv, 1-11). 


| redemption (v. 11), as they 


OVerses 6-12 are prayed by an Orthodox priest as part of the vesting service as he washes his hands 


“fore serving the Divine Liturgy, 
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| hate the assembly of evildoers, 

And I will not sit with the ungodly. 

| will wash my hands in innocence; 

So I will go about Your altar, O Lord, 

That I may hear the voice of praise 

And tell of all Your wondrous works. 

O Lord, I love the beauty of Your 
house, 

And the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

Do not destroy my soul with the 
ungodly, 

Nor my life with men of blood, 

In whose hands is lawlessness: 

Their right hand is full of bribes. 

But as for me, I walk in my innocence: 

Redeem me and have mercy on me. 

For my foot stands in uprightness: 

In the churches I will bless You, 
O Lord. 


Psalm 26 (27) 
LOf David; before he' was cnointed. 


‘he Lord is my light and my savior: 
whom shall I fear? | 
The Lord is the defender of my life: | ll 





10 


whom shall I dread? 
When the wicked drew near against 
me to eat up my flesh, | 
Those who afflict me and are my 12 
enemies, they weakened and fell. 
Though an army should array itself 
against me, my heart shall not be 
afraid; 7 
Though war should rise up against me, | 13 
in this I shall hope. 
One thing I ask from the Lord: this I 
will seek, | 14 
That I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, 
And behold the delights of the Lord, 












And visit His temple. 

For He hid me in His tabernacle in the 
day of my troubles; j 

He sheltered me in the secret place of 
His tabernacle; 4 

He set me high upon a rock. 

And now, behold, He has lifted up my 
head above my enemies; 

I went around and offered in His 
tabernacle a sacrifice of joy: 

I will sing to the Lord, and praise Him 
with the harp. VOL 


O Lord, hear my voice, wherein I cry. 


Have mercy on me and hear me. 

My heart speaks to You; my face seeks 
You; FN) | 

Your face, O Lord, I will seek: 

Do not turn away Your face from me: 
Do not turn away from Your servant in 
wrath; HO 
Be my helper; do not utterly cast me 

away, | 

Nor forsake me, O God my savior. 

For my father and my mother forsook 
me, JS 

But the Lord laid hold of me. 

Instruct me, O Lord, in the way of Your 
law; a | | 

Set me on a straight path because of 
my enemies. 

Do not deliver me to the souls of those 
who afflict me, — Wao 

For unjust witnesses rise up against 
me; 

And injustice lies to itself: 

I believe I shall see the Lord's | 
goodness in the land of the ~ 
living. | | 

Wait on the Lord; | 

Be courageous, and strengthen you! 
heart, — PhS 

And wait on the Lord. 





nesses (v. 12). And in this war, St. Paul describes them as “principalities,” “powers,” “the rulers of the 


darkness of this age,” “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). 
Therefore, in baptism, the Lord Jesus Christ becomes my light, my savior, and my defender in fe 


to this war (v. 1). And with the Lord's help, these enemies are overcome in battle (weakened and not 
v. 2). So as a result, the fruit borne in the Church is freedom from the fear of death (my heart $ pe 
be afraid, v. 3; see also Heb 2:14, 15); a strong relationship with the Lord (vv, 4-12); and an earnest 


pectation for the land of the living ( 
the world to come” (Creed), 
Verse 1 is the prokeimenon before the Epistl 


, ae 
vv. 13, 14), which is “the resurrection from the dead and the Ii" 


e reading in the Sacrament of Baptism, before the 62 


iah readings at the Ninth Royal Hour and Great Vespers on the Eve of Theophany (Epiphany), nde 
fore the Epistle reading in the Great Blessing of the Waters, Verses 1-14.are also read as one O t j 


psalms in the First Royal Hour on the Eve of Theophany. 





| 
| 
| 


| 





26 Ps 26 is a prophecy concerning baptism, which is a declaration of war (v. 3) against the devil and | 
angels. This war is declared by the Church in the prayers.at the reception of catechumens: In this ps vit 
these fallen angels are called the wicked (v. 2), my enemies (wv. 2, 6, 11), an army (v. 3), and unjust 


jati! | 





Psalm 27 (28) 
Of David. 
~o You, O Lord, I cry; 
To my God, may You not pass over me 


in silence; 
May You never be silent to me, 


Else I would become like those who go 


down into the pit. 
2 Hear the voice of my supplication 
when I pray to You 
And when I lift up my hands toward 
Your holy temple. 
3 May You not associate my soul with 
sinners, 
Nor destroy me with the workers of 
injustice, 


Who speak peace with their neighbor, 


But evil is in their hearts. | 
+ Give them according tc their works, 
According to the wickedness of their 
pursuits; 
Give them according to the works of 
their hands; 
Return to them their due reward. 
5 Because they do not understand tne 
works of the Lord, 
Nor the deeds of His hands, 
You will destroy them, and never 
rebuild them. 
® Blessed is the Lord, 
Because He heard the voice of my 
supplication. 








7 The Lord is my helper and my 
champion; | 

In Him my heart hoped, and I was 
helped, 

And my flesh revived; 


And I will give thanks to Him willingly. 
8 The Lord is the strength of His people, 


And the protector of the salvation of 
His anointed. 
9 Save Your people, and bless Your 
inheritance; 


And shepherd them, and raise them up 


forever. 
Psalm 28 (29) 


14 psalm by David; the final day of the 
Feast of Tabernacles. 


ring to the Lord, O you sons of God, 
i Bring to the Lord the sons of rams; 
Bring to the Lord glory and ‘honor. 
2 Bring to the Lord the glory due His 
name; 
Worship the Lord in His holy court. 
3. The voice of the Lord. is upon the 
waters; 
The God of glory thundered: 
The Lord is upon the many waters. 
+ The voice of the Lord is strong; 
The voice of the Lord is full of — 
majesty. _ 
5 The voice of the Lord shatters cedars, 
And the Lord shall grind to powder 
the cedars of Lebanon; 


PSALM 28:3 


a ————$— 


27 Ps 27 is a prophecy concerning the death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and the inheri- 
tance He won for Himself (v. 9), which is the Church. Thus, in His death on the cross, Jesus destroyed 
death and Hades (the pit), for He is God the Word, to whom the Father was not silent (v. 1). And on the 
Cross, the Lord's outstretched hands were lifted up toward the Father's holy temple (v. 2), which is the 
inheritance. Also, His death destroyed the devil and his angels (vv. 3-5), Therefore, blessed is God the 
Father (v. 6) for raising Christ (His anointed, v. 8) from the dead (my flesh revived, v. 7), and for protect- 
ing the salvation of His people (v. 8), and also for shepherding them in this world and resurrecting 
them into the world to come (forever, v; 9; see also Creed), 
po eee 9 is sung repeatedly in various services of the Church, and it is also woven into numerous 

ns, 


a Ps 28 is a prophecy concerning the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River, celebrated in the serv- 
ai of Theophany (Epiphany). Both words, epiphany and theophany, mean “manifestation” or “revela- 
Chet and theophany has the additional meaning, “revelation of God.” The God who is revealed in 
S's Baptism is God the Trinity; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thus this event also reveals that Jesus 
| his (the Son) is one of the Trinity. | 
ee reveals the Father as the voice speaking from heaven at Jesus’ Baptism (wv. 3-5, 7-9; see also 
sh 17; Mk 1:11 ; Lk 3:22). It also reveals the Son (His beloved, v. 6) and the Holy Spirit (fiery flames, 
tart see also canticles four and five of Compline in the Forefeast of Theophany). Unicorns (v. 6) are of- 
Symbols of purity, 
baian 3 is used as the prokeimenon in the following places in the services of Theophany: before the 
of the ĉadings in the First, Third and Sixth Royal Hours; before the Gospel reading in the Great Blessing 
readin laters; after Ps 37 and within the first canon of canticle four in Orthros; and before the Gospel 
Royal aes Divine Liturgy. And in addition to this, vv. 1-11 are read as one of the psalms in the Third 


“i r 
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6 And He shall grind them fine like the 
young bull, and like Lebanon, 
But His beloved shall be like a son of 
unicorns. 
' The voice of the Lord cuts through 
fiery flames: | 
S The voice of the Lord Shakes the 


©&® For there is wrath in His anger. 
But life in His will; 
Weeping will lodge at evening, 
But great joy in the morning, 
’ As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
“I shall not be shaken forever” ~ 


ls O Lord, in Your will, grant beauty and 


desert, - power; : 

And the Lord will shake the desert of You turned away Your face, and I Was 

Kadesh. troubled. | 

’ The voice of the Lord causes deer to ’ I shall cry to You, O Lord, | 
calve, 


And to God I shall make supplication. 
° What profit is there in my blood, 

When I go down into decay? 

Will the dust confess You? 

Or will it declare Your truth? | 
'' The Lord heard, and had mercy on me 


And uncovers the thickets: 
And in His temple, everyone speaks of 
His glory. 
10 The Lord shall dwell in the deluge, 
And the Lord shall sit as King forever. 





The Lord will give Strength to His The Lord became my helper. 
people; 12 “You turned my lamentation into 
The Lord will-bless His people with dancing for me; 
peace, You tore up my sackcloth and clothed 
p me with gladness, 
Psalm 29 (30) That my glory may sing praise to You _ 
‘For the End; the psalm of an ode at the And not be pierced with sadness: | 
consecration of the house; by David. | O Lord my God, I shall give thanks to 
will exalt You, O Lord, for You lifted me | You forever. 
up, | Psalm 30 (31) 
auc eg: POLST eee ag lFor the End; a psalm by David; of ecstasy 
* O Lord my God, I cry to You, and You fe You, O Lord, I hope; may I not be 
Will heal me. ashamed forever: 
+ O Lord, You brought my soul out of In Your righteousness deliver and 
Hades; rescue me. | 
You saved me from those who go * Incline Your ear to me; | 
down to the pit. Rescue me speedily: ) | 
>- Sing praises to the Lord, you saints of Be to me a God who protects me, 
His, | And a house of refuge to save me. 
And give thanks at the remembrance |4 For You are my strength and my 
of His holiness: refuge, 


29 Ps 29 speaks of the Resurrection of Christ, who is the End (v. 1), and together with Him, the resurte 
tion of the Church. Man's dilemma is the death and decay of his body in the grave (v. 10) and the 
dwelling of his soul in Hades (v, 4). As a result, these enemies rejoiced over him (v. 2), and his life we | 
filled with weeping (v. 6), trouble (v. 8), lamentation and sackcloth (v. 12), and sadness (v. 13). But 
through Christ’s Resurrection (lifted me up, v: 2), (1) the Church will be healed (v. 3), that is, the body 
will be raised in beauty and power (v. 8) to immortal life forever (vv. 7, 13) at “the resurrection of th 
dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed); (2) the souls of the righteous in Hades were brought | 
out from there at His Resurrection (v. 4); and (3) the Church is filled with praises (vv. 5, 13), thanksgivi™? 
(vv, 5, 13), great joy (v. 6), dancing and gladness (v, 12), 

WPs 29 is viewed by numerous early Church Fathers as fulfilled in Christ's Resurrection, 
30 Ps 30 is a revelation (ecstasy, vv. 1, 23) of Christ (the End, v. 1) in relation to the extreme humiliate” | 
(v. 8) He suffered before the Father on the cross for mankind. For example, v. 6 is quoted by Him as | 
last words to the Father on the cross just before He died (Lk 23:46). Verses 2-23 describe this humilia 
tion, and wy, 24, 25 emphasize the fruit His humiliation bears in the Church, e.g, love for the father 
And v. 24 also speaks of those who act with great arrogance, that is, who reject the Lord's extreme 
miliation with their extreme arrogance. 

Ps 30 is used as one of the psalms in Great Compline. 
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And for Your name’s sake You will 
guide and sustain me: 
5 For You will bring me out from the 
snare they hid for me; 
For You are my protector, 
6 Into Your hands I shall entrust my spirit: 
You redeemed me, O Lord God of 
truth. 
7 You hate those who maintain their 
empty vanities, 
But I hope in the Lord. 
8 ]|will greatly rejoice and be glad 
because of Your mercy, 
For You beheld my humiliation; 
You saved my soul from distress, 
9 And did not shut me up into the hands | 
of the enemy; | 
You set my feet in a wide place. 
10 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am 
afflicted; 
My eye is troubled with anger; 
So are my soul and my. stomach. 
1 For my life is wasted with grief 
And my years with sighing; 
My strength is weakened with poverty, 
And my bones are troubled. 
2 | became a reproach among all my 
enemies, 
And especially to all my neighbors, 
And a fear to all my acquaintances; 
Those who saw me outside fled from 


Save me in Your mercy. 
i8 O Lord, do not let me be ashamed, 
because I call upon You; 
Let the ungodly be ashamed, 
And lead them down into Hades. 
19 Let deceitful lips become speechless 
When they speak lawlessness against 
the righteous 
With arrogance and contempt. 
20 How great, O Lord, is the abundance 
of Your goodness 
You hide for those who fear You, 
Which You will work for those who 
hope in You 
In the sight of the sons of men. 

! You shall hide them in the secret of 
Your presence from the 
disturbance of men; 

You will shelter them in Your tabernacle 
from the contradiction of tongues. 

2 Blessed is the Lord, 

For He magnified His mercy in a 
_ fortified city. 
233 But I said in my ecstasy, 
“Indeed, Iam cast away from the 
countenance of Your eyes.” 
Therefore You heard the voice of my 
supplication 
When I cried to You. 
24 Love the Lord, all you His saints, 
For the Lord seeks out truth, 


ba 


Pa 


me. s DA And He repays those who act with 
13 Tam forgotten like one whose heart is great arrogance. 
lifeless; | g | 25.. Be courageous, and let your heart be 
I was made like a vessel that is utterly | strengthened, 
z broken. All who hope in the Lord. 
For I heard the blame of many who 
dwell round about Psalm 31 (32) 


When they were gathered together 

against me, 

When they plotted to take my life. 
‘But as for me, I hope in You, O Lord; 
I said, “You are my God.” © 
My times are in Your hands; 
Deliver me from the hand of my 

enemies, 
And from those who persecute me. 
Make Your face shine upon Your 
servant; 


1By David; concerning understanding. 


lessed are those whose transgressions 
are forgiven, 
And whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord 
does not take into account, 
And in whose mouth there is no deceit. 
3- Because I kept silent, my bones grew 
old 
From my groaning all the day long; 








31 Ps 31 is a prophecy concerning enlightenment (understanding, vv. 1, 8), which is fulfilled in the 
Sacrament of Baptism. For this sacrament is known as the Sacrament of Enlightenment, in which sins 
are forgiven (vy, 1, 5). And on the Day of Pentecost, St. Peter urged those listening to “be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Thus, the Creed also says, “| acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins.” | 

Verses 1, 2 emphasize the blessings of baptism; vv. 3-7, the responsibility of the one baptized; and 
Wv. 8-11, Christ's response to the faithfulness of the one baptized, This explains why Ps 31 is read when 
the newly baptized are brought up out of the water and given their white garments. 


PSALM 3:4 __ | JOA) a PRE 
4 For day and niet Vour hand was 3 Sing to oHimat a new song; 





heavy upon me; | Sing praises beautifully with a shoei 
I became miserable when the thorn 4 For the word of the Lord is right, 
pierced me. (Pause) » | And all His works are done in 
faithfulness. 
> [made known my sin, 5 He loves mercy and judgment; 
And I did not hide my transgression; The earth is full of the Lord’s mercy : 
I said, “I will confess my transgression |6 By the word of the Lord the heavens 
to the Lord,” were established, 
And You forgave the ungodliness of And all the host of them by the breath 
my sin. (Pause). of His mouth, 
f 7 Who gathers the waters of the sea | 
6 For this cause, everyone who is holy together as in a wineskin, | 
will pray to Him in a well-fitted Who put the abysses in storehouses, 
time;. ar 7 8 Let all theearth fear the Lord, © | 
Surely they will not draw near to Him And let all the world’s inhabitants be 
in a flood of many waters. shaken by Him; : 


’ You are my refuge from the oppression |9 For He-spoke, and they were made 
of those who surround me; He commanded, and they were 
O my exceeding joy, redeem me from created. 
those who encircle me. (Pause) 10 The Lord scatters abroad the counsel 
of the nations, | 
And He'sets aside the reasoning of 





8 “I will give you understanding, and I 


will teach you in the way you eoples: 
hould walk; prop 
z And He rejects the counsels of rulers. 


| 9 Do not be like the horse and the mule, The thoughts of His heart from 


| 
I will fix My eyes on you. i! The counsel of the Lord abides forever, 
which have no understanding; generation to generation 


You squeeze their jaws with bit and 2 Blessediis:theaiation whose Conii 
bridle . od Is 
| E ar etre Lord, 
Lest they come near you: , The people He chose: as an inheritance 


10 Many are the scourges of the sinner, for Himself 


But he who hopes in the Lord, mercy 130 TI : | ee 
shall encircle him. The on a attentively from | 


11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice greatly, AeA ON OAMENI 


O righteous ones, a rom His 7 | 
| : FE prepared dwelling-place, 
And boast, all you upright in heart. He looked upon all who dwell on the | 
Psalm 32 (33) earth, | | 
‘By David | 5 He whoalone fashioned their hearts, 
Hoe , He who understands all their works. 
ejoice greatly in the Lord, O righteous |16 A king is not saved by his large ann 
ones; And a giant shall not be saved by MS 
Praise is fitting for the upright. immense strength; 
2 Give thanks to the Lord on the lyre; 17 A horse is a false hope for salvation. — 
Sing praises to Him on a ten-stringed And it shall not be saved by its 
instrument. enormous power. 





32 Ps 32 isa A Feveallrio the Trinity as the Creator of the world. The Lord refers to the rather 
(vv. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 20, and 22). The Word of the Lord is the Son of the Father (W. 4 
and 6), and the Holy Spirit is the breath of His mouth (v. 6). Therefore, the Father created the world 
through His Son and His Spirit, who are His coequals. And v. 9 reveals that the Father spoke and con: 
manded the words in Gn 1, and the Son and the Holy Spirit fulfilled that which was comman 
Therefore, the saints (righteous ones) worship the Trinity (vv. 1-3) as the Creator of the waridi 
(vv. 4-17), and they hope in the Trinity to raise them from the dead in the world to come (w. 1 
see also Creed), 
mVerse 1 is a communion refrain, sung on days of commemorating great saints of the church othe 
verse 6 is sung on Pentecost Sunday in glorification of the Trinity. Then too, verse 22 is a favorite 
dox prayer asking the Trinity for continued mercy. The abysses (v, 7) are deep, immeasurable places 
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is Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on 
those who fear Him, 

On those who hope in His mercy, 

19 To deliver their souls from death 
And to keep them alive in famine. 

2 Our soul shall wait for the Lord: 
He is our helper and protector; 

21 For our heart shall be glad in Him, 
And we hope in His holy name. 

2 Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
As we hope in You. | 


Psalm 33 (34) 








lack any good thing. (Pause) 


Come, you children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
Who is the man who desires life, 
Who loves to see good days? 

Keep your tongue from evil, 

And your lips from speaking deceit. 
Shun evil and do good; 

Seek peace and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the 


| righteous, 
\By David; when he changed his And His ears are open to their 
countenance before Abimelech, who let supplications. | 
him go, and he departed. The Lord’s face is against those who 
do evil, 


will bless the Lord at-all times: 
His praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. 
3 My soul-shall be praised in the Lord: 


So as to destroy their remembrance 
from the earth. 
The righteous cried, and the Lord 


heard them; 
Let the gentle hear, and be glad. se ass , 
4 Qh, magnify the Lord with me. And panel Ne them from all their 
And let us exalt His, name together. CTSS aG 
5 I sought the Lord, and He heard me; The pord poan WORE who are 


And He delivered me from all my And He will save the humble in spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
But He will deliver them from them all. 


The Lord shall guard all their bones: 


sojourning. 
€ Come to Him, and be enlightened, 
And your face shall never be 


ashamed. : : 
ya E $ Not one of them shall be broken. 
This SEEN cried, and the Lord The death of sinners is evil, 


And those who hate the righteous 
_ Shall go wrong. 
The Lord will redeem the souls of His 


And saved him from all his afflictions. 
* The Angel of the Lord shall encamp 
around those who fear Him, 


servants 
And He will deliver them. 1 ae . 
° Oh, taste and a that the Lord is And all who hope in Him shall not go 
good: 5 | | wrong. | | 
_ Blessed is the man who hopes in Him. Psalm 34 (35) 
"Fear the Lord, you His saints, By David 
For there is no want for those who fear Py Vava. 





| “» Hing. į Lord, judge those who injure me; 
"Rich men turned poor and went Make war on those who make war 
hungry: on me. | | 





33 Ps 33 js a prophecy teaching how Holy Communion (v. 9) is to be received in the Church: (1) with a 
gentle spirit (v, 3); (2) as a sojourner injthe world (v. 5); (3) with a poor, broken, and humble spirit 
Ww. 7, 19); (4) with the fear of God (vv. 8, 10, 12); (5) with hope in the world to come (wv. 9, 23); (6) with 
Clean lips and a peaceful heart (vv. 13-17; see also 1Pt 3:10-12). ent 
_ GPs 33 is both historically and liturgically the favorite psalm of the Church to accompany the receiv- 
ng of Holy Communion. And v. 9 is seen throughout the Church as describing the act of receiving the 
| ody and blood of Christ. Also, in present Orthodox practice, Ps 38 is sung, with 33:9 as the refrain, dur- 
ng the receiving of Communion at the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts in Great Lent, 
34 Ps 34 is a prophecy regarding the Lord's sufferings and death on the cross in Holy Week. For exam- 
ahi y 11 refers to the false witnesses at the Lord's trial. He endured these things on behalf of and with 
; hurch in'mind (My only-begotten, v. 17; the great church and a mighty people, v. 18). And His peo- 
greatly rejoice and magnify Him (v. 27) because of what He did for them. + | 
OPs 34 js prayed in the Third Royal Hour on Great and Holy Friday. 
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Take hold of weapon and shield, and 
rise up to my help. 

Bring forth the sword, and confine 
tħose in opposition who pursue 
me; 

Say to my soul, “I am your 
salvation.” | 

Let those who seek my soul be 
dishonored and shamed; 

Let those who plot evils against me 
be turned backward and 
disappointed. 

Let them be like dust in the wind’s 
face, 

And let the Angel of the Lord afflict 
them. 

Let their way be dark and slippery, 

And let the Angel of the Lord pursue 
them. 

For without cause they hid the 
destruction of their trap for 
me; 

In vain they reproached my soul. 

Let a trap they do not know catch 
them, 

And they themselves shall fall into 
the same trap. | 

But my soul shall greatly rejoice in 
the Lord; 

My soul shall delight in His 
Salvation. 

All my bones shall say, “O Lord, who 
is like You? 

You who deliver a poor man from 
hands stronger than he, 

And a poor and needy man from 
those who plunder him.” 

Unjust witnesses rose up against 
me, 

Asking me things I knew nothing 
about; 

They repaid me evil for good, 

And bereavement for my soul. 

But I put on sackcloth when they 
troubled me, 

And I humbled my soul with 
fasting; 

And my prayer will return into my 
bosom, | 

Like a neighbor, like our brother, so 
they were well-pleasing; 

Like one who laments and is of a sad 
countenance, so | humbled 
myself, 

But they were delighted, and were 
gathered together against me; 





Whips were gathered together again 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








= 


me, but I did not know it; 

They were torn asunder, yet they "A| 
not pierced to the heart, : 

They tempted me; they mocked ap d 
sneered at me; 


They gnashed their teeth at me, | 
| 








O Lord, when will You look on this) 
Restore my soul from their malice, 
My only-begotten from the lions, 

I will give thanks to You, O Lord, in 

the great church; 

I will praise You among a mighty 
people. | 

Let them not rejoice over me, those 
who are unjustly my enemies, 

Those who hate me without a cause. 
and wink with their eyes. 

For they spoke peace to me, 

But in their wrath they schemed 
deceit, 

And opened wide their mouth at me, — 

Saying, “Well done! Well done! Our 
eyes saw it!” 

You saw this, O Lord; do not keep ` 
silence; 

O Lord, do not be far from me. 

Arise, O Lord, attend to my 
judgment, - 

My God and my Lord, to my cause. 

Judge me according to Your 
righteousness, O Lord my God, 

And let them not rejoice against 
me; | 

Let them not say in their hearts, | 
“Well done! Well done, our 
soul!” | 

Let them not say, “We swallowed him 

UDE 

May those who rejoice at my troubles 
be altogether dishonored and 
shamed; 

Let those who boast against me be 
clothed with shame and 
humiliation. 

Let those who desire my d 
righteousness greatly rejoice: an 
be glad, 

And let them say continually, “The 
Lord be magnified,” 

Those who desire His servant's 
peace, — 

And my tongue shall meditate 0" 
Your righteousness, , 

And on Your praise all the day !o"® 









PSALM 36:5 


For with You is the fountain of life: 
In Your light we shall see light. 
Extend Your mercy to those who know 


Psalm 35 (36) 


‘For the End; by David, the servant 
of the Lord. 


| You, 
“he transgressor, SO as to sin, says And Your righteousness to the upright 


“There is no fear of God before his 
eyes’: 
3 For he acts deceitfully before Him, 
Lest He discover his lawlessness and 


Let not the foot of arrogance come 
against me, 
And may the hand of sinners not 


h shake me. | 
ate it Those who work lawlessness fall 
4 The words of his mouth are there: 


lawlessness and deceit: 
He is unwilling to understand how to 
do good; 
5 He devises lawlessness on his bed; 
He sets himself in every way not 
good, 


They are cast out, and unable to stand. 
Psalm 36 (37) 
lOf David. 


o not be envious of those who do evil, 
And he does not abhor evil. Nor be jealous of those who work 
8 O Lord, Your mercy is in heaven, lawlessness; 
And Your truth reaches to the clouds: |2 For like grass they shall be dried up 
Your righteousness is like the quickly, 

mountains of God: And like green vegetables they shall 
Your judgments are a great deep: | __, Swiftly wither. . 
Men and cattle You will save, O Lord. 3 Hope in the Lord, and work goodness; 
How You multiply Your mercy, O God! _ Dwell in the land, and you shall be 
The sons of men shall hope under the | nurtured by its riches. 


shelter of Your wings. 4 Delight in the Lord, 
° They shall be intoxicated with the And He will give you the requests of 
fatness of Your house, your heart. 
And You will give them drink from the |5 Reveal your way to the Lord, 
abundant water of Your delight. And hope in Him; and He will do it. 


35 Ps 35 reveals the right and wrong uses of free will and the fruits that result in either case. First, it 
shows that sin or evil is an action of man’s free will (says within himself, v. 2; acts deceitfully, lest He 
discover, v. 3: is unwilling, v. 4; devises, sets himself, and does not abhor, v. 5). Therefore, sin or evil is 
not a part of human essence or nature, for God created human nature good in itself. Sinning is alto- 
gether the wrong use of free will, and the most dangerous wrong use is arrogance, which often comes 
against the saints (v. 12). But such a wrong use ultimately brings down the lawless (fall there and un- 
able to stand, v. 13). 

Second, this psalm reveals the proper use of free will, which is to seek out and hope (v. 8) for God's 
mercy (vv. 6, 11), His truth (v. 6), His righteousness (w. 7, 11), and His judgments (v. 7). Also with free 
will, the upright in heart (v. 11) may be intoxicated by drinking the abundant water (v. 9) that flows 
from the fountain and by seeing the light which is in light (v. 10). The fountain is the Father, and the 
Son is the water, the light, and the life that goes forth from this fountain. Those who willingly drink of 
this water in baptism, and who see this light, partake of life and light (see also Jn 1:4), and also become 
intoxicated with the Holy Spirit (the fatness, v, 9; see also Jn 7:37-39; Acts 2:13-17; Eph 5:18). 

Verses 10, 11 are used in the Great Doxology, sung at the close of Sunday Orthros, and v. 10 is used 
fepeatedly in the Forefeast of Theophany, identifying Christ as “the river of delight,” who was baptized 
In the Jordan. Also in the Creed, the Son is called “Light of light," a phrase derived from this psalm. 

36 Ps 36 shows why the martyrs were willing to die (v. 32): they were “looking for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed), The world to come is the theme throughout this 
psalm (vy, 3,9, 11, 18, 22, 27, 28, 29, 34, 39, 40). Prior to their martyrdom, the martyrs lived a godly life 
IN light of the new world (vv. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 16, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, 37). Therefore, they 
are the best examples to encourage God's people to live the Christian life in the same anticipation of 
he world to come. But the ungodly shall not inherit that world (w. 2, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 20, 22, 
28, 34, 35, 36, 38), | 

“Verses 30, 31 are used in the Church to commemorate St. John the Baptist and other followers of 

rist who endured martyrdom, 





20 


21 


22 


PSALM 36:6 


He shall bring forth your 
righteousness as light, 

And your judgment as the noonday sun. 

Submit to the Lord, and supplicate Him; 

Do not be envious of him who 
prospers in his way, 

Nor of him who transgresses the law. 

Cease from wrath and forsake anger; 

Do not be envious so as to do evil; 

Because evildoers will be destroyed, 

But those who wait on the Lord, these 
Shall inherit the earth. 

For in a little while the sinner shall no 
longer be present, 

And you will look for his place, but 
not find it. 

But the gentle shall inherit the earth, 

And they will delight in the fullness of 
peace, 





mi main 
| When en he falls, he shall not be broker : 
| 


The sinner will closely observe the just | | 29 


man 
And gnash at him with his teeth. 
But the Lord shall laugh at him. 
Because He foresees his day will come. 
The sinners draw the sword 
And stretch their bow, 
To cast down the poor and needy, 
lo slay the upright in heart 
May their sword enter their heart, 
And may their bows be Shattered. 
Better the little with the just man 
Than the great riches of sinners; 
For the arms of sinners shall be 
shattered, 
But the Lord supports the righteous. 
The Lord knows the ways of the 
blameless, | 
And their inheritance shall be forever. 
They shall not be ashamed in an evil 
time, 
And in days of famine they shall bE 
filled. 
But the sinners shall perish, 


And the enemies of the Lord altogether, 


When they glorify and exalt 
themselves: 

Like smoke they shall vanish away. 

The sinner borrows, but will not repay; 

However, the righteous man is” 
compassionate, and gives; — 

For those who bless Him shall inherit 
the earth, | 

But those who curse Him shall be | 
utterly destroyed. | 

The steps of a man are guided aright 
by the Lord, 

And he shall desire His way. 








30 








to pieces, 

For the Lord supports him with Hig 
hand. 

I was young, but indeed I grew old: 

Yet I have not seen the righteous | 
forsaken, 

Nor his seed begging bread. 

Day in and out, he is merciful ang 
lends, | 

And his seed shall be a blessing, 

Turn away from evil, and do good, 

And dwell unto ages of ages; 

For the Lord loves judgment, 

And He will not abandon His holy ones 

They shall be kept forever. 

But the lawless shall be banished, 

And the seed of the ungodly shall be 
utterly destroyed. | 

The righteous shall inherit the earth 

And dwell upon it unto ages of ages, 

The mouth of the righteous shall 
meditate on wisdom, 

And his tongue shall speak of 
Judgment; 

The law of God is in his penn 

And his steps shall not be tripped up. 

The sinner observes the righteous man 

And seeks to put him to death; 

But the Lord will not leave him in his 
hands, 

Nor condemn him, when He judges 

Shim: 
Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, 
And He shall exalt you to inherit the 
» earth; | | 

You shall see the sinners when they - 
are utterly destroyed. | 

I saw the ungodly greatly exalted 

And lifting himself up like the cedals 
of Lebanon: 

And I passed by, and behold, he was 
not; 

And I sought for him, 


| 
| 
| 


~ But his place was not found. 


Keep innocence, and behold 
uprightness, a 

For this is the remnant for the peacel 
man. 


But transgressors shall be utterly. | 


destroyed together; 


_ The remnants of the ungodly shall be 


utterly destroyed. 


_ Now the salvation of the righteous is 


from the Lord, 
And He is their protector in time of 
affliction; 
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—— 


And the Lord shall help them, and 
deliver them; | , 

And He shall deliver them from 
sinners, 

And save them, because they hope in 

Him. 





Psalm 37 (38) 


'A psalm by David; for remembrance 
concerning the Sabbath. 


Nor chasten me in Your anger. 


O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your wrath, 
3 


37 Ps 37 reveals t 
V. 18 


sinners” ( 


Ee also 1Pt 1:1 
v come” (Cre 
3); ( 7 
tia grow in diy 
= er, : è 
clen he is to 


For Your arrows are fixed in me, 

And Your hand rests on me: 

There is no healing in my flesh 
because of Your wrath: 

There is no peace in, my bones because 
of my sins. 


For my transgressions rise up over my | | 


head; 


Like a heavy burden they are heavy on | 


me. 

My wounds grow foul-and fester 

Because of my folly. 

I suffer misery, and L am utterly bowed 
down; 

I go all the day long with a sad face. 


For my loins are filled with mockeries, | 


And there is no healing in my flesh. 

lam afflicted and greatly humbled: 

I roar because of the groaning of my 
heart. 

O Lord, all my desire is before You, 

And my groaning is not hidden from 
You. 


My heart is troubled; my strength fails | 


me, | 
And the light of my eyes, even this is 
_ not with me. 
My friends and neighbors draw near 
and stand against me, . 
And my near of kin stand far off; 


2) the hea 


tunit of m 











I 





he great love of Christ for mankind in His sufferings and deat 
‘For | am ready for wounds, and my pain is continually with me. And although He was 
Heb 7:26) and “knew:no sin” (2Co 5:21), yet out of His great compassion for sinne 
Prayer in a relative sens 
em, and intercedes t 
“Ps 37 is the secon 
Prokeimenon used b 


e as though He were one of them. Thus, He takes the place of sinne 
o the Father for their salvation in the midst of His sufferings and dea 
d of the six psalms (3; 37; 62; 87; 102; 142) in Orthros, and v. 18 is the 
efore the Isaiah reading in the Third Royal Hour on Great and Holy Friday, 
5 38 reminds the Church of its pilgrim status in the present world (a soj 
), For God's people are “to look for the resurrection of the. 

d). For Christ is the End (v. 1). Meanwhile, (1) the tongue is 
rt is to be on fire with meditation on the things of God (v. 4); (3) man 
ine knowledge, so as not to lack (v: 5) or be deadened (v. 3) by 
revive before he departs in death (no longer here, v, 
easure of about 4-1/2 inches, here used to show the b 


PSALM 38:2 


And those who seek my soul use 


violence, | i 

And those who seek evil for me speak 
folly; 

And they meditate on deceit all the 
day long. 

But I like a deaf man do not hear, 

And I am like a mute who does not 
open his mouth. 

I am like a man who does not hear, 

And who has no reproofs in his mouth. 

For in You, O Lord, I hope: 

You will hear, O Lord my God. 

For I said, “Let not my enemies rejoice 
over me, Li] 

For when my foot was shaken, they 
boasted against me.” 

For I am ready for wounds, 

And my pain is continually with me. 


-For I will declare my transgression, 


And I will be anxious about my sin. 

But my enémies live, and are become 
stronger than I: 

And those who hate me unjustly are 
multiplied; — 

Those who repaid me evil for good 

Slandered me, because I pursue 
righteousness; 

And they threw away my love as 
though it were a stinking corpse. 

Do not forsake me, O Lord: 

O my God, do not depart from me; 

Give heed to help me, 

O Lord of my salvation. 


Psalm 38 (39) 
‘For the End, for Jeduthun; an ode 


by David. 


said, “I will guard my ways, that I may 


not sin with my tongue: 


I set a guard on my mouth | 
When the sinner stood against me.” 





h on the cross, especially 
“separate from 
rs, He prays this 
rs.as one of 
th on the cross. 


journer and a stranger, v. 13: 
dead and the life of the world 
to be kept from sinning (w. 2. 
, Made by God (v. 10), 
transgressions (vy. 9, 12). 
14). A handbreadth (v. 6) is an'an- 
rief span of our lives. . | 





PSALM 38:3 | 708 _ | = 






T 


3 I was deadened and humbled: and I Psalm 39 (40) Si 
kept silent, even from good; A T 7 
And my grief was stirred anew. ‘For the End; a psalm by D avid, 
+ My heart was hot within me, waited patiently for the Lord, and He 
And in my meditation, fire will be be heeded me; 
kindled. And He heard my supplication, 
I spoke with my tongue, 3 And brought me up out of a miserable 
> “O Lord, make me to know my end, pit 
And what is the measure of my days, And from miry clay; BT 
So as to know what I lack. And He established my feet on a rock 
6 - Behold, You made my days as a And kept straight my steps. _ | 
handbreadth, + He put a new song in my mouth, 
And my existence is as nothing before A hymn to our God; 
You; Many will see and be afraid, 
But all things are vanity, and every | And shall hope in the Lord. 
man living. (Pause) 9 Blessed is the man whose hope is the 
name of the Lord, 
’ “Nevertheless man walks about like a And who did not look into vanities 
phantom: and false frenzies. 
Surely in vain they stir themselves up; | ® Many, O Lord my God, are the 
He stores up treasure, but does not wonders You performed, 
know for whom he will gather it. -| And in Your thoughts there is no one 
8 And now what is my patience? who shall be likened to You; 
Is it not the Lord? | I declared and said, “They are 
And my support is from You. multiplied beyond number. 
° Deliver me from all my transgressions: | 7 Sacrifice and offering You did not will: 
You made me a reproach to the But a body You prepared for me: 
undiscerning. | A whole burnt offering and a sin 
'0 Iwas dumb and opened not my mouth: offering You did not require.” 
For You are He who made me. 8 Then I said, “Behold, I come 
l1 Take away Your scourges from me: (it is written of me in the volume of 
Because of the strength of Your hand I | the book); 
fainted. 9 I willed to do Your will, O my God, 
l2 With rebukes You chasten a man for And Your law in the midst of my 
his transgression, = heart?ion 


And You cause his soul to waste away | 10 


I proclaimed righteousness in the 
like a spider web: 


great church: 








But every man stirs himself up in vain. Behold, I shall not restrain my lips. 
(Pause) O Lord, You know. | 
11 I did not hide Your righteousness in 
13 “Hear my prayer, O Lord, | my heart; ; 
And give ear to my supplication; I declared Your truth and Your 
Do not be silent at my tears, Salvation; 
For I am a sojourner before You, ~- I did not hide Your mercy and Your 
And a stranger, as were all my fathers. truth from the great 
‘4 Do not forsake me, that I may revive congregation. - 
Before I depart and am no longer |2 O Lord, do not remove Your 





here,” | compassion from me; 

39 Ps 39 is a prophecy of the Incarnation (w. 7-9; see also Heb 10:5-7). In His Incarnation, the Lord 3 
sumed a mortal body (v. 7) and a rational soul. But here the body is emphasized, because man’s ad 
mortal and subject to death and decay in the grave (a miserable pit, v. 3). So by His death in the b 
Christ destroyed death, and by His Resurrection (brought me up and a rock, v. 3), He overcame the 
cay that held man’s body in the grave. He was able to do all this because of the two wills in His oN He 
Person, For He willed (v. 9) by His human will and energy. And the phrase Your will (v. 9) shows tha 
possessed within Himself the same will and energy as God the Father, because He is “one in essen 
with Him (Creed): Therefore, by means of His two wills and energies, He destroyed death and decéy 
and put a new song in the mouth of the Church (v. 4), mig 





May Your mercy and Your truth take 
hold of me continually, 
For evils without number surrounded 
me; 
My transgressions overpowered me, 
and I could not see: 
They multiplied more than the hairs of 
my head, 
And my heart failed me. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: 
O Lord, give heed to help me. 
May those who seek my soul to make 
away with it 
Be disgraced and confounded together: 
May those who wish evil for me be 
turned back and disgraced: 
May those who say to me, “Well done! 
Well done!” | 
Receive their shame immediately. 
May all who seek You, O Lord, 
Rejoice exceedingly, and be glad in You: 
And may those who love Your salvation 
Say continually, “The Lord be 
magnified.” 
But I am poor and needy; the Lord will 
take care of me. | 
You are my helper and my protector: 
O my God, do not delay. 


Psalm 40 (41) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David. 


lessed is he who understands the poor 
and needy; 

The Lord will deliver him in-an evil day. 

May the Lord keep him, and give him 
life, 

And make him blessed on the earth, 

And not deliver him into the hands of 
his enemies. 

May the Lord help him on his bed of 
Dain; 


9 


1H 


8 


9 


=i 
= 


13 


= 
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40 Ps 40 is a prophecy of Christ (the End) and of His death and Resurrection, 
the Church (from sickness to wholeness, v. 4, and heal my soul, v. 5) 


have sinned against You (v, 
also Heb 7:25, 26), 





= SSE 


5), He is taking our part, although He Himself 


PSALM 41:2 








You turned his bed from sickness to 
wholeness. 
O Lord, I said, “Have mercy on me; 
Heal my soul, for I have sinned against 
You.” 
My enemies speak evil things against 
me, 
“When will he die, and his name 
perish?” 
And if he comes to see us, he speaks 
in vain; 
His heart gathered lawlessness to itself; 
He went forth and spoke the same. 
All my enemies whisper together 
against me; 
Against me they devise evils for me; 
They testify a lawless word against me, 
“Since he is asleep, will he rise up 
again?” 
For even the man of my peace, in 
whom I hoped, 
He who ate my bread; dealt 
deceptively with me: 
But You, O Lord, have mercy on me. 
And raise me up; and I will repay 
them. 
By this I know You are pleased with me, 
Because my enemy did not rejoice 
over me. 
And because of my innocence, You 
Supported me, 
And established me before You forever. 
Blessed is the Lord God of Israel from 
everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen! Amen! 


Psalm 41 (42) 


'For the End; for understanding: for the 
sons of Korah. 


A the deer longs for the springs of. 


waters, 
So my soul longs for You, O God. 


which brings healing to 
. When the Lord Jesus says, for | 
is sinless (innocence, v. 13; see 


Verse 10 speaks of the betrayal by Judas (see also Jn 13:18); vv. 6, 9 of Christ's sufferings and death; 


and w. 2, 3, 11-14 of His Resurrection. 


“IPs 40 is used liturgically on Great and Holy Thursday and Great and Holy Friday. 


41 Ps 41 


Hermon, v. 7). His Baptism 
festival with 
duces (1) a longing and thirst for union and commu 
of suffering (w, 4-6, 10-12); and (3) 
riches of Christ (vv. 8, 9; see also Rom 11:33; Eph 3:8). 


Speaks of Christ (the End, v. 1) and His Baptism 


in the Jordan (from the land of the Jordan and 


is celebrated in the Church as the Feast of Theophany. It is celebrated as a 

great joy and praise (v. 5). His Baptism in the Jordan is our salvation (w. 6, 12), which pro- 
| nion with God (wv. 2, 3); (2) 

enlightenment (understanding, 


tears of joy in the midst 
v. 1) concerning the unsearchable 


“Verse 7 js used on all days during the Foreteast of Theophany, and is prayed at the Third Hour on 


the feast itself | 


3 


= 


42 Ps 42 is a prayer of Christ on behalf of His Church for 


PSALM 4: 





5 2 = 


My soul thirsts for the living God; 
When shall I come and appear before 
the face of God? 









My tears were my bread day and night, 


When they said to me each day, 
“Where is your God?” 

I remembered these things, and 
poured out my soul within me; 

For I shall enter the place of the 
wondrous tabernacle, even the 
house of God, | 

To celebrate a festival with a voice of 
great joy and praise. 

Why are you so sad, O my soul? And 
why do you trouble me? 

Hope in God, for I will give thanks to 
Him; 

My God is the salvation of my 
countenance. 

My soul within me was troubled; 

Therefore I will remember You 

From the land of the Jordan and 
Hermon, 

From the small mountain. 


Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your 


waterfalls; 


All Your waves and billows went over — 


me. 

By day the Lord shall command His 
mercy, 

And by night His ode will be with me, 

A prayer to the God of my life. 

I will say to God, “You are my 


protector. Why have You forgotten 


me? 

Why do I go about with a sad face 
when my enemies afflict me?” 

Those who afflict me revile me when 
they break my bones, 

When they speak to me each day, 
saying, “Where is your God?” 

Why are you so. sad, O my soul? And 
why do you trouble me? 

Hope in God, for | will give thanks to 
Him. | 








J 






My God is the salvation of my | 
countenance. } 
Psalm 42 (43) 
1A psalm by David. 


udge me, O God, and pass judgment in 
my cause against an unholy nation; 
Deliver me from the unjust and 
deceitful man. 
For You, O God, are my strength; 
Why do You cast me off? 
Why do I go about with a sad face 
when my enemy afflicts me? 
Send out Your light and Your truth; 
They guided me and led me to Your 
holy mountain 


= And to Your tabernacles. 


And I will come to the altar of God, 

To the God who makes glad my youth; 

I will give thanks to You with the lyre, 
O God, my God. 

Why are you so sad, O my soul? And 
why do you trouble me? 

Hope in God, for I will give thanks to 
Him; 

My God is the salvation of my 
countenance. 


Psalm 43 (44) 


lFor the End: a psalm for the sons of 
Korah; for understanding. 
God, we heard with our ears; 
Our fathers proclaimed it to us, 
The work You performed in their days 
in days of old. 
Your hand utterly destroyed the 
nations, and You planted them: 
You afflicted and cast out peoples. _ 
For they did not inherit the land with 
their sword, | — ) 
And their arm did not save them, 
But it was Your right hand and Your 
arm, , 
And the light of Your countenance, 






enlightenment in the midst of the ungodly (an 


unholy nation, v. 1; my enemy afflicts me, v. 2). For He Himself is light and truth (v. 3), who was sen 


into the world in His Incarnation (see also Jn 8:12; 14:6). Thus He guides (v. 3) the 
enly holy of holies (the altar of God, v. 4). 5 


Church to the hea j 


o this enlightenment puts joy in one’s face (Vv. 5). In nyt God | 


the Church, Your holy mountain and Your tabernacles (v, 3) are seen as referring to the Mother 0 
and to the saints. i 


43 Ps 43 describes (1) the daily praise and thanksgiving (v. 9) the Church offers God in the midst 
the steadfastness of the Church in the midst of sufferings and è tror 


ferings and persecution (vv, 2-17) 
and (3) the Church's hope in the Lord to be raises 


martyrdom itself (vv. 18-26; see also Rom 8:36); 


the dead at the general resurrection (v. 27). 


coPs 43 is prayed at the Orthros of Great and Holy Saturday, 'and v. 27 is sung as the prokeimeno" 
before the reading of Ezekiel’s prophecy regarding the dry bones coming to life. | 


of sub 








ZAI na. PSALM 
And we did not act unjustly with Your 
covenant; 
9 Our heart did not draw back. 
Yet you turned our steps from Your 





Because You took pleasure in them. 
5 You Yourself are my King and God, 
Who commands salvation for Jacob; 
6 In You we shall push back our 
enemies, 








way. 
And in Your name we shall scorn those | 20 You humbled us in a place of 
who rise up against us. | affliction, 


' For | will not hope in my bow, 
And my sword will not save me: 
* For You saved us from those who 
afflict us, 
And You disgraced those who hate us. 
” We shall praise God all day long, 
And we shall give thanks to Your name 
forever. (Pause) 


And the shadow of death covered us. 
‘| If we forget the name of our God, 
And spread out our hands to a foreign 
god, 
22 Would not God search this out? 
For He knows the secrets of the heart. 
“3 For Your sake we are put to death all 


day long, 
| | We are counted as sheep for the 
10 But now You rejected and disgraced slaughter. | 
US, 24 Awake; why do You sleep, O Lord? 
And You will not go out with our Arise; and do not reject us to the end. 
armies; 


25 Why do You turn away Your face. 

And forget our poverty and our 
affliction? 

%# For our soul was humbled to the dust. 
And our belly was joined to the 

| ground. 

a Arise, O Lord; help us, 
And redeem us for Your name’s sake. 


Psalm 44 (45) 


1 You turned us back from our enemies: 
And those who hate us took scoil for 
themselves. 

12 You gave us as sheep to be eaten. 

And You scattered us among the 
nations. 

You bound Your people without honor. 

And there was no abundance given to 
ransom them. | | 

You made us a reproach to our | 





ie _ 'For the End, concerning things that shall 
A neignbors ie Ate be changed; to the sons of Korah for 
a aReprn and derision to those understanding; an ode concerning the 
5 You made us a byword among the Beloved One 
nations M’ heart overflowed with a good word; 
And a shaking of the head among the | AVLI tell my works to the King: | 
peoples. MGI My tongue is the pen of a swift-writing 
£ All day long my disgrace is before me, scribe. oa 
And the shame of my face covers me, |° You are more beautiful than the sons 
| Because of the voice of him who ormen an 
reviles and chatters, Grace was poured out on Your lips; 
Because of the face of the enemy and Therefore God blessed You forever, 
persecutor. 1+ Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, 
* All these things came upon us, but we O Mighty One, ` 
have not forgotten You, In Your splendor and Your beauty. 


44 Ps 44 is a prophetic description of the Word Incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ (the End), and His 
Church, composed of both Jews and Gentiles, The Beloved One is the Word Himself, and His Incarnation 
brought about changes (things that shall be changed, v. 1). For He established His Church (the peoples), 
and even changed His enemies into friends (v. 6). Thus, vv. 2-9 describe Him (see also Heb 1:8, 9); and 
vv. 10-18 describe His Mother, the Mother of God, who is both His queen (v. 10) and His daughter 
(W.14, 14). These verses also describe the Church begotten from her (daughters, v. 10; the daughters of 
Tyre, v, 13—the Gentiles; the virgins, v. 15; sons, v. 17). Myrrh and stacte (v. 9) are sweet-smelling fra- 
Jrances or incense, Cassia was used in ancient medicines, a reference to healing, 
Verses 4 5 are prayed by a priest as he vests for the Divine Liturgy, and v. 10 is recited in honor of 
| the Mother of God as he prepares the holy gifts. Also, v, 18 is quoted in Lk 1:48 as part of the Magnifi- 
cat, which is also sung in Orthros. Then too, this psalm Is prayed in the First Royal Hour on Nativity Eve, 
| and w. 4,5, and 8 are sung on the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman (see also Jn 4), 











6 


=] 


10 


PSALM 44:5 


And stretch Your bow, and grant 
prosperity, and reign 

Because of truth, gentleness, and 
righteousness, 

And Your right hand shall guide You 
wondrously. 

Your arrows are sharp, O Mighty One 
(The peoples shall fall under 
You), 

In the heart of the King’s enemies. 

Your throne, O God, is forever and 
ever: 

Your royal scepter is a scepter of 
uprightness. 

You loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness; 

Therefore God, Your God, anointed 
You 

With the oil of gladness more than 
Your companions. 

Myrrh and stacte and cassia pour 
forth from Your garments, 

From the ivory palaces from which 
they gladdened You. 

There are daughters of kings in Your 
honor; 

The queen stood at Your right hand in 
apparel interwoven with gold, 

And adorned and embroidered with 
various colors. | 

Listen, O daughter; behold and incline 
your ear, 

And forget your people and your 
father’s house; 

For the King desired your beauty, 

For He is your Lord. 

And the daughters of Tyre shall 
worship Him with gifts; 

The rich among the people shall 
entreat your favor. 


All her glory as the King’s daughter is 


within, 


Adorned and embroidered with golden 


tassels. 
The virgins behind her shall be 
brought to the King; 


Her neighbors shall be brought to Yoy. 





They shall be brought with gladness 
and rejoicing; 

They shall be led into the temple of 
the King. 

In place of your fathers, sons shall he 
born to you; | 

You shall make them rulers over al] 
the earth. 

They shall remember your name from 
generation to generation; 

Therefore, peoples shall give thanks tg 
you © 

Forever and unto ages of ages. 


Psalm 45 (46) 
| 
| 
| 


\For the End; for the sons of Korah; a 
psalm concerning hidden things. 


od is our refuge and power; 

A help in afflictions that severely 
befall us. | 

Therefore we will not fear when the 
earth is troubled, | 

And when the mountains are ~ 
removed into the hearts of the 


troubled: 
The mountains were troubled by His 
might. (Pause) 


The torrents of the river gladden the 
city of God; 
The Most High sanctified His 


seas. | 
Their waters roared and were | 
tabernacle. 


| God is in her midst; she shall not be 


shaken; 

God shall help her early in the 
morning. F 

The nationa were troubled; kingdoms 
ell; 

He uttered His voice; the earth 
shook. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our protector. 
(Pause) 








45 Ps 45 is about hidden things concerning the End, who is Christ. These hidden things are "the tree 
sures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ” (Col 2:3), which are now revealed in His Incarnation @ 
made known among the Gentiles (Col 1:26, 27). Here, before His Incarnation, the earth was troubled 


with fear (vv. 3, 4, 7), which was the fear of death. But after His Incarnation, the Church no longe" fear 
death (v. 3), because His works (v. 9), that is, His death and Resurrection (early in the morning, \- 6), 
opened up the torrents of the river of God's grace to the Church (v. 5). Thus, hatred (wars) ceased 
among the Gentiles to the ends of the earth, and the Church was established among them. For st 
in prayer replaced the tumult of hostility between them (vy, 10-12). 

caPs 45 is prayed during the First Royal Hour on Nativity Eve. 


| 











9 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 


The wonders He wrought on the 
earth. 
t0 When He makes wars cease to the 
ends of the earth, 


He will break the bow and shatter the 


weapon; 
And He will burn up the shields in 
fire. 
11 Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations; 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
12 The Lord of hosts is with us, 
The God of Jacob is our protector. 


Psalm 46 (47) 


‘For the End; a psalm for the sons 
of Korah. 


Ge clap your hands, all you nations; 
Shout to God with the voice of 
rejoicing: 

3> For the Lord Most High is fearsome, 

A great King over all the earth. 

He subdued the peoples under us 

And the nations under our feet. 

He chose us for His inheritance, 

Jacob’s beauty, which He loved. 
(Pause) 


° God ascended.with a shout. 

The Lord with the sound of the 
trumpet. 

Sing praises to God; sing praises: 

Sing praises to our King: sing 
praises; 

For God is King of all the earth: 

Sing praises with understanding. 

God reigns over the nations: 

God sits on His holy throne. 

The rulers of the people gather 

together 

With the God of Abraham, 

For God’s mighty ones of the earth 
are greatly exalted. 


m 
i 


46 Ps 46 


gence (understanding, v. 8). 


“UPS 46 is used in the services of the Feast of Ascension. 


47 is a prophecy of the Church as heaven on earth (see also Heb 12:2 
described as a city (vv, 2, 3, 4, 9, 14), as Mount Zion ( 


47 Ps 47 
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PSALM 47:15 





Psalm 47 (48) 


'A psalm of an ode for the sons of Korah; 


for the second day of the week. 


(G™" is the Lord, and greatly to be 


praised 

In the city of our God, in His holy 
mountain, 

Well-rooted in joy throughout the earth. 

The mountains of Zion, the sides of 
the north, 

The city of the great King: 

God is known in her palaces 

When He helps her. | 

For behold, the kings assembled: 

They came together: | 

They saw her; thus they marveled; 

They were troubled; they were shaken: 

Trembling laid hold of them: 

There were labor pains, like a woman 
giving birth. ~ 

You shall wreck the ships of Tarshish 
with a violent wind. 

As we heard, so we saw 

In the city of the Lord of hosts, 

In the city of our God: 

God established her forever. (Pause) 


We pondered Your mercy, O God. 

In the midst of Your temple. 

According to Your name, O God, 

So is Your praise to the ends of the 
earth; 

Your right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let Mount Zion be glad: 

Let the daughters of Judah greatly 
rejoice 

Because of Your judgments, O Lord. 

Encircle Zion and embrace her; 

Describe her towers in detail: 

Set your hearts on her power 

And observe her palaces, 

That you may describe them to 
another generation. 

For He is God, our God, 

Forever and unto ages of ages; 

He will shepherd us unto the ages. 


IS a prophecy of Christ (the End) and His ascension to the Father (v. 6). And the Man who as- 
cended is called God (vv. 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10), Lord (vv. 3, 6) 
therefore, Jesus Christ is coequal with the Father. Also, t 
or as God and Man (wy, 2, 7, 8), and with joy (rejoicing, v. 2), with fear (fearsome, v. 3) 


Most High (v. 3), and King (w. 3-5, 7, 8-10); 
he ascended Christ is worshiped by the Church 


and with intel- 


2, 23). In this respect she is 


vv. 2, 3, 12,'13), and asa temple (v. 10). And Jesus 


Christ is called Lord (vv. 2, 9, 12), King (v. 3), and God (wv. 2, 4, 9, 10, 11, 15). 





PSALM 48:1 | ee 






He was compared to the senseless 





| Psalm 48 (49) 
he End: a onti cattle, and became like them. 
For the End Nene for the sons of i4 Their road is a snare for them, 


Yet afterwards, men will be well 
pleased with their sayings, 
is Like sheep, they are put in Hades; 
death will shepherd them; 
And the upright shall gain dominion 
over them in the morning; 
And their help shall be made old in 
Hades away from their glory. 
16 Yet God will redeem my soul 
From the hand of Hades when He 
shall receive me. (Pause) 


ear this, all you nations; 
Give ear, all you inhabitants of the 
world, 
3 Both earthborn and the sons of men, 
Rich and poor together. 
4 My mouth shall speak wisdom, 
And the meditation of my heart, 
understanding; 
5 | will incline my ear to a parable; 
I will open my riddle on the harp. 
6 What should I fear in an evil day? 
The lawlessness at my heel surrounds 


| 


17 Do not be afraid when a man becomes 


me. rich, | 
7 Those who trusted in their power And when the glory of his house is 
And those who boast in the abundance increased; | 





18 For when he dies, he shall carry 
nothing away; 


of their wealth, 
8 A brother does not redeem: shall a 





man redeem? Neither will his glory descend with him 
He will not give his ransom to God 19 For his soul shall be blessed in his : 
9 And the price of his soul's redemption. | lifetime; ; 
10 And he rested forever, and sali live to | He will acknowledge You when You do 
the end, him good. | l 


sees wise men die. fathers; 


| 
: 
Because he will.not see decay when he |” He shall enter the generations of his 
| | i 
11 Foolish and senseless men die together, | He shall not see light forever. — 


And they leave their wealth to A man being in honor did not 
strangers; : : understand; 
12 And their graves will be their homes He was compared to the senseless 
continually, cattle, and became like them. 
Their dwelling places from generation | Psalm 49 (50) | 


to generation. 


They called their lands after their own 1A psalm for Asaph. 


names. — he God of gods, the Lord, spoke, and 
13 A man being in honor did not Summoned the earth ~ 
understand; - From the sun’s rising to its very setts 





48 Ps 48 is a prophecy that presents a contrast between the children of the body and the children of 
the kingdom (prayers at the reception of catechumens). Children of the body live under the reign 
death and the fear it instills in them; therefore, in an attempt to overcome this fear, they become 0% 
pied with objects of the senses, especially wealth and the power it brings with it (v. 7). But their riches 
cannot redeem their souls and bodies from the grave and decay, and from death and Hades (w. 8 9 
11-15, 18-21), Therefore, all peoples should hear this and give ear (vv. 2-5) to the End (v. 1), who |s 
Christ our God. For He became incarnate to ransom mankind from slavery to sense objects and to t 
reign and fear of death (v. 16). However, by way of contrast, the children of the kingdom are delivere? 
by Him from this slavery (vv. 6, 10, 16). 

WPs 48 is used on feast days of the great fathers of the Church, for they exemplify what it means © 
be children of the kingdom. | 
49 Ps 49 is a prophecy of the awesome Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Day of Judg 
ment. It is awesome, as emphasized in the phrases beauty’s splendor (v. 2), a fire and a mighty å 
(v. 3), and it is awesome because heaven and earth will be present (vv. 1, 4). But most of all it will be at 
awesome because Christ's divinity will be fully shown to the universe (openly, v. 2). In contrast to tnn 
His First Coming, He did not show Himself “openly” but remained hidden by His humility, as for è iw 
ple, He lived in poverty and lowliness. However, the full splendor of His glory will be seen by all at gt 
"coming to judge the living and the dead" (Creed). For He will come as God in the flesh (vv. t Roh 
14, 16, 22, 23) and judge all, including the Jews (vv, 7-22), 
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50 Ps 50 teaches the nature of genuine repentance, which is the 
vices of th 
de 
: ae fall into sins but never co 
| 'OWever, does 
characterized 
| 'Y (w. 17-21) 


every Divine Liturgy 


From Zion in beauty’s splendor, 

God will come openly; , 

He is our God, and He shall not be 
silent; 

A fire shall be kindled before Him, 

And there shall be a mighty storm 
round about Him. 

He shall summon heaven above 

And the earth to judge His people: 

Gather His holy ones to Him, 

Who establish His covenant upon 
Sacrifices; 

And the heavens declare His 
righteousness, 

For God is Judge. (Pause) 


Hear, O my people, and I will speak to- | 


you, 
O Israel, and I will testify against you: 
I am God, your God. 


I will not find fault with your sacrifices. 


Because your whole burnt offerings 
are continually before Me. 

I will not accept a young bull.from 
your house; | 

Nor he-goats.from your flocks. 

For all the wild animals of the forest 
are Mine, 

The cattle and the oxen in the hills. 

I know all the birds of heaven; 

And the ripe fruit of the field-is with 
Me. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell you: 

For the world is Mine, and all its. 
fullness. - 

Will I eat the flesh of bulls, 

Or drink the blood of goats? 

Offer to God a sacrifice of praise, 

And pay your vows to the Most High. 

Call upon Me in the day of affliction, 

And I will deliver you; and you shall 
glorify Me. (Pause) 


To the sinner God says; 
“Why do you declare My ordinances, 
And take up My covenant in your 
mouth? 


21 
22 


23 


| 
| 
| 





And cast My words behind you. 


¿If you see a thief, you run with him, 


And you keep company with adulterers. 

Your mouth is filled with evil, 

And your tongue weaves deceifs. 

You sit and speak against your brother, 

And place a stumbling block before 
your mother’s son. 

You do these things, and I keep silent; 

You think I am lawless like you; 

But I shall rebuke you, and contradict 
you to your face. 

Understand these things, you who 
forget God, 

Lest He snatch you away, and there be 
none to deliver; 

A sacrifice of praise shall glorify Me, 

And there is the way whereby I will 
show him the salvation of God.” 


Psalm 50 (51) 
'For the End; a psalm by David: 


2wken Nathan the prophet came to him, 
at the time he went in to Bathsheba. 


Your great mercy; | 


He mercy on me, O God; according to 


| 


| 8 


And according to the abundance of 
Your compassion, blot out my 
transgression. 

Wash me thoroughly from my- 

u lawlessness 

And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my lawlessness, 

And my sin is always before me. 

Against You only have I sinned 

And done evil in Your sight: 

That You may be justified in Your words, 

And overcome when You are judged. 

For behold, I was conceived in 
transgressions, 

And in sins my mother bore me. 

Behold, You love truth: 

You showed me the unknown and 
secret things of Your wisdom. 





reason it is used so often in the ser-— 


e Church. Historically, King David committed the sins and transgressions of a : 
r (Ww. 1, 2; see also 2Kg 11; 12) However, He obtained mercy f i of adultery: and mur 
me to repentance} therefore, no 
For sins and transgressions in themselves do not draw down the mercy of God, Ge 
attract His mercy, for He sees it and responds accordingly (v. 3), So 
by such things as confession to, God (wv. 4-8); inward purity (w: 12-16); and inward humil- 


rom God because of his repentance. Yet 
one can use David's sins aS an excuse to 
nuine repentance, 
genuine repentance is 


OPs 50 is used daily in the services of Orthros, the Third Hour, and Compline, and it is len recited in 


by the priest as he censes before the Great Entrance. 








PSALM 50:9 A aaa 









Psalm 51 (52) 
'For the End; concerning understanding. 
by David; si 
| Wie Doeg the Edomite came and 
reported to Saul and said, “fy 
went to the house of Abimelech, 
|3 Why do you boast in evil, O. mighty 
man, 
And in lawlessness all the day long) 
4 Your tongue devises wrongdoing. © 
You work deceit like a sharpened razor 


You shall spr kie) me with nhytaon: 
and I will be cleansed; 

You shall wash me, and I will be made © 
whiter than snow. | 

You shall make me hear joy and 
gladness; 

My bones that were humbled shall 
greatly rejoice. 

Turn Your face from my sins, 

And blot out all my transgressions. 

i2 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 


10 


| 


And renew a right spirit within me. | 95 You love evil rather than good, 
3 Do not cast me away from Your Wickedness rather than speaking 
presence, righteousness. 
And do not take Your Holy Spirit from |6 You love all the words of destruction: 
me. ) You love a deceitful tongue. 
l4 Restore to me the joy of Your 7 ‘Therefore, God shall destroy you 
And uphold me with Your guiding He shall pluck you up and remove you | 


Spirit. 
19 | will teach transgressors Your toe 
And the ungodly shall turn back 


from your dwelling, | 
And uproot you from the land of the 


| 
salvation, = completely; 
| living. (Pause) 


You. Shela | 
i6 Deliver me from bloodguiltine Ps He neu eau at veut see and fear, 
O God, the God of my salv te ta, And shall laugh at him, saying, 


And my tongue shall greatly rejoice in i> Behad tnis mandio talc God his 


helper, 
ete x pris sat ia hoe But bope in the abundance of his 
And my mouth will declare Your: And Ke ak made powerful in his 
praise. | vanity.” 
18 For if You desired sacrifice, I would 10 But I am like a fruitful olive tree in the | 
give it; | 


house of God; 

I hope in'God’s mercy — 

Forever and unto ages of ages. | 

| JT will give thanks to You forever for 

what You did, | 

And I will wait on Your name; 

For it is good in the sight of Your holy | 
ones. 


Psalm 52 (53) l 
\For the End; for Mahaleth; concemnins — 
understanding; by David. | 
“he fool said in his heart, “There is nd | 
| 


You will not be pleased with whole 
burnt offerings. 
I9 A sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, 
A broken and humbled heart God will 
not despise. 
20 Do good, O Lord, in Your good 
pleasure to Zion, 
And let the walls of Jerusalem be 
built; 
21 Then You will be pleased with a 
sacrifice of righteousness, 
With offerings and whole burnt 


— 





offerings; God” 
Then shall they offer young bulls on They are corrupt and abominable i 
Your altar. lawlessness; 


51 Ps 51 reveals who will be in “the world to come” (Creed), which belongs to Christ (the End, V. 1.8 
also called the land of the living (v. 7), that is, the land occupied by the resurrected righteous one he 
(vv. 8-11). And that world is also said to be forever and unto ages of ages (vv. 10, 11). But the unrig 
teous, such as Doeg, will not be there (vv. 2-7). ati 
52 Ps 52 revolves around two questions, both of which relate to Christ (the End, v. 1). The first qu the 
asks: Do all the workers of lawlessness not know? (v. 5), and the second, Who will bring from Zion a 
salvation of Israel? (v, 7). The answer to the first question is yes, for they willfully reject Christ as ANT 
and therefore are fools (v; 1), But, in answer to the second question, their rejection cannot prevent 
from granting salvation to the Church (“Israel,” v. 7; see also Gal 6:16). 






There is none who does good. 
3 God looked from heaven upon the 
sons of men 
To see if there were any who 
understood or sought God. 
4 All turned aside; they were all 
together rendered useless: 





There is none who does good, not even 


one. 
5 Do all the workers of lawlessness not 
know? | 
They eat up my people as they eat 
bread, and do not call upon God. 
6 They were in great fear where no fear 
was, 

For God scattered the bones of 
men-pleasers; | 7 
They were put to shame, because God 

scorned them. 
Who will bring the salvation of Israel 
out of Zion? 


=j 


When God brings back the captivity of 


His people, 
Jacob will greatly rejoice, and Israel 
will be glad. 
Psaim 53154) 


lFor the End;.in hymns; concerning 
understanding; by David; 


‘when the Ziphites came and said to‘Saul, | s Behold, I fled far away, 


“Is not David hiding with us?” 


Œ ave me, O God, in Your name, 

KJ And judge me in Your power. 

* O God, hear my prayer: 
Give ear to the words of my mouth. 

> For strangers rise up against me, 
And the powerful seek after my soul; 
They have not set God before them. 

(Pause) 


For behold, God is my helper; 
The Lord is the protector of my soul. 














had 


7 He will return evils to my enemies; 
Utterly destroy them in Your truth. 
5 | will sacrifice to You voluntarily; 
I will give thanks to Your name, 
O Lord, for it is good. 
9 You delivered me from all my 
afflictions, 
And my eye looked upon my enemies. 


Psalm 54 (55) 
lFor the End; in hymns; concerning 
understanding; by David. 


ive ear to my prayer, O God, | 
—J And do not despise my supplication; 








3 . Attend to me, and hear me. 


I am vexed in my prayer, and troubled 
4 By the enemy’s voice and by the 
sinner’s. affliction; 
For they turned their lawlessness upon 
me, 
And in wrath they were indignant with 
me, 
» _ My heart was troubled within me, 
And the terror of death fell on me. 


|° -Fear and trembling came upon.me, 


And the darkness covered me. - 
’ | Said, “Who will give me wings like a 
dove, | 
And I will fly away, and be at rest? 


And lodged in the wilderness.” (Pause) 


9 | wait for the One who saves me 
From faintheartedness and storm.. 
t0 Drown them in the sea, O Lord, and 
divide their tongues; 
For I see lawlessness and strife in the 
city. | 


|1 Day and night, it shall surround her 


upon her walls; 
Lawlessness and trouble and 
wrongdoing are in her midst; 


93 Ps 53 is a prophecy concerning the betrayal of Christ. For just as the Ziphites betrayed David (see 
'Kg 23:15-21), so also Judas and the Jewish leaders betrayed Christ, These leaders are called strangers 
and the powerful (v. 5), Nevertheless, Christ's sufferings and sacrifice on the cross were voluntary (v. 8), 
for no one could take His life from Him without His consent (see also Jn 10:18; 18:6). And He thanked 


the Father (O Lord, v. 8) for His Resurrection (v, 9), to teach us to do the same. 

WPs 53 is prayed daily at the Sixth Hour, the hour of the Crucifixion, and v. 3 is also used as the 
Prokeimenon for Wednesday Vespers. 
54 Ps 54, simil ar to Ps 53, is a prophecy concerning the betrayal of Christ, who is the End. In the midst 
Of His sufferings and betrayal by Judas (vv. 13+15), He prays on behalf of the Church: For within the 
Church there is suffering and betrayal, sometimes even to death. For example, when He prayed, And 
the terror of death fell on me (v. 5), He was not saying this because He Himself feared death. Rather, He 
Mercedes for us, for our fear of death fell on Him, that we might not fear it. Therefore, when death 
‘ell on Him on the cross, He, in turn, destroyed it once for all by the power of His divinity, 

WPs 54 is prayed daily at the Sixth Hour and, in part, on Great and Holy Thursday and Friday. 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


PSALM 54:1 


And usury and treachery | 

Have not ceased from her squares. 

For if an enemy reviled me, 

I would have endured it; 

And if one hating me boasted against 
me, | 

I would have hidden from him. 

But it was you, a man my equal, 

My guide and my friend, 

Who together with me sweetened our 
meals; eC 

In God’s house we walked in unity. 

Let death come upon them, 

And let them go down alive into 
Hades; | . 

Because evils are in their dwellings, in 
the very midst of them. 

But I cried out to God, 

And the Lord heard me. 

Evening and morning and midday, | 
Shall tell; 

I shall proclaim, and He will hear my 
voice. | 

He will redeem my soul in peace from 
those who draw near to me, 

For they were with me in abundance. 

God shall hear, and humble them, 

He who exists before the ages. 
(Pause) 


| 


For there is no change in them, 

And they have not feared God. 

He stretched forth His hand in 
punishment; 

They defiled His covenant. | 

They were scattered by the wrath of 
His face, | 

And His heart drew near; : 

His words were softened above oil, 

And they are arrows. 

Cast your care upon the Lord; 

And He shall support you; 

He will never allow the righteous to be 
moyed. 

But You, O God, will bring them down 
into the pit of decay; 


Men of blood and deceit 





lFor the End, for the people far from the 


Shall not live even half their days 7 


inscription, when foreigners conquered 








But I will hope in You, O Lord. 
Psalm 55 (56) 


holy places; by David; for a pillar 


him in Gath. | 


I {eve mercy on me, O Lord, for man 


| 3 


fi 


tramples me down; | 

All day long he afflicts me in war, 

All day my enemies trample me 
down, an 

For many are those who war against 
me from on high. 

I will not fear by day, 

But I will hope in You. 

I will praise God with my words all 

day long; 

In God I hope; I will not be afraid: 
what will flesh do to me? — 

All day long they make my words 
repulsive; 5 

All their thoughts are against me for 
evil. + 

They will dwell near and hide; 

They will watch my heel 

As they wait for my soul. 

In no way will You save them; 

In wrath You will bring down peoples, 
O God. | | 

I declare my life to You; ae 

You set my tears before You, as also m 
Your promise. 

My enemies shall be turned back 

In whatever day I may call upon You; | 

Behold, I know You are my God. - 

In God I will praise His word; — 

In the Lord I will praise His word. 

In God I hope; I will not be afraid; 

What will man do to me? 

In me, O God, are vows — 

I will render in praise to You; 

For You delivered my soul from deat | 

And my feet from slipping; : 

That I may be well-pleasing before - 

¿God in the light of the living. 








55 Ps 55 describes the war between Christ (the End) and the devil (he, v. 2). Christ fought and won ths 
war as a Man on behalf of the Church, and this victory is inscribed like a pillar in the Church's memory 


(v. 1). Through this inscription, the Church is able to wage a successful war against this same enemy: 
(This same phrase, pillar inscription, is used to introduce Ps 55—59, in v. 1 of each.) Now this wat is not 
only against the devil but also against his angels (those who war against me from on high, v. 3:5 
Eph 6:12). Verses 4-14 tell the Church how to fight the enemy; for example, the faithful will not fed! 
death when facing the enemy (vy, 4, 5, 12, 14), 5i eng A NENN 


see ab 


j j { 








Psalm 56 (57) 


\For the End; corrupt not; by David; for a 


pillar inscription, when he escaped from 


the face of Saul to the cave. 


Jave mercy on me, O God, have mercy 


H 





onme, | | 

For my soul trusts in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings I will 
hope, 

Until lawlessness shall pass) dway. 

I will cry out to God most High: 

My God who is my benefactor. 

He sent from heaven and saved me: 

He gave over to disgrace those who 
trample me down. (Pause) 


God sent out His mercy and His truth. 
And delivered my soul from the midst 
of young lions. j 

Although troubled, I fell asleep: 
As for the sons of men; their teeth are 
a weapon and arrows: 

And their tongue is a- Sharp dagger. 
Be exalted, O God, above the | 
heavens, ` 
And Your glory above all the earth. 

They prepared a trap for my feet, 
And they bowed down my soul: 
They dug a pit before my face, ~ 
But they fell into it. (Pause) ` 


My heart is ready, O God, © 

My heart is ready; : 

I will sing, and I will sing a psalm. 

Awake, my glory: 

Awake, harp and lyre; 

I will arise at dawn. 

I will give thanks to You, O Lord, 
among the peoples; 

I will sing to You among the Gentiles. 

For Your mercy is magnified to the 
heavens, | | | 

And Your truth to the clouds, . 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

And Your glory above all the earth. 









PSALM 57:12 






Psalm 57 (58) 


lFor the End; corrupt not; by David; for a 


pillar inscription. 


Tf, then, you truly speak of righteousness, 


te Ps 56 prophesies the death and Resurrection of Christ (the.End, v. 1). He did not cor 
ig ! , 


erses 2-12 giv 
“ome” (Creed), 


vate 6 is prayed by the priest at the end of the Divine Liturgy when he censes the holy gifts after 
“IMUNIOn | | | +3 


Do you judge rightly, O you sons of 


men? i | 
For in your heart you work 
lawlessness in the earth; 
Your hands weave unrighteousness. 
Sinners are alienated from the 
womb; |. 
From birth they are led astray; they 
Speak lies. | 
Their anger is according to the 
likeness of a serpent: 
Like a deaf asp that stops its ears, 
Which will not listen to the sound of 
charms, 
Nor to an enchantment of a skillful 
charmer. i 
God shattered their teeth in their 
mouths; | 
The Lord broke the teeth of the 
lions. 
They shall pass along like water 
running through; $ 
He will bend His bow until they are 
= weakened. 5 
Like melting wax they will be 
destroyed; = 
Fire fell on them, and they never saw 
the sun. = PAS (ES 
Before your thorns are aware of its 
prickly shrub, 
He will swallow you up, as if you were 
alive, as if in His anger. 
A righteous man shall be glad when 
he sees the vengeance of the 
ungodly; | a 
He shall wash his hands in the blood 
_ of the sinner. R | 
A man will say, “If indeed there is fruit 
for the righteous man, 
Then it is God who judges them on the 
earth.” | 





| rupt (v. 1), that is, 
holy body did not decay in the grave (the cave, v. 1; see also Ps 15:8-11; Acts 2:25-32; 13:34-37): 


e the Church the hope of “the resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to 


37 Ps 57 concerns Christ (the End). It underscores the reality that Christ's holy body did not corrupt in ) 
© grave (v. 1), For with His incorrupt body, He destroyed death, the devil, and sin (w. 2-10). Realizing’ 


“se things, the Church is glad and bears fruit for God (vv; 11, 12)... 










PSALM 58:1 AN 


Psalm 58 (59) 


'For the End; corrupt not; by David; for a 
pillar inscription, when Saul sent and | 
watched his house, that he might kill him. 


escue me from my enemies, O God, 
-And redeem me from those who rise 


lö For the sii of their mouth, for the 
word of their lips, 
Let them also be taken in their 
arrogance; 
And from their vow of evil and lie, 
their end will be proclaimed 
4 In a wrath of destruction, and let them 





up against me, be no more; l | 
3 Deliver me from the workers of And they shall know God is Jacob's 
lawlessness Lord, 


And save me from men of blood. 
4 For behold, they hunt for my soul; 
Mighty men set upon me. 
Neither is it for my lawlessness, nor 
for my sin, O Lord; 
> [run without lawlessness, and keep a 
straight path; -~ 
Rise up and meet me, and see. 
6  AndYou, O Lord God of hosts, the God 


And the Lord of the ends of the earth, 
15 They shall return at evening, and 
hunger like dogs; 
And they shall encircle the city, 
l6 They shall be scattered to and fro so 
as to eat, 
But if they are not satisfied, they Shall 
also grumble... — | 
17 But I will sing of Your power, 


of Israel, And greatly rejoice in Your mercy in 
Give heed, and examine all the the morning; , 
Gentiles; For You are my protector, 


Do not be merciful to all who work 


And my refuge in the day of my 
lawlessness. (Pause) 


affliction. 
18 You are my helper; | will sing to You; 
For You, O God, are my protector; 





They shall return at evening, 


And hunger like dogs; and they shall | You are my mercy, O my God. 
encircle the city. p 59 (60) ` 
8 Behold, they shall speak with their salm 99 (60) 
mouth, . ar \For the End; for things yet to be changed 
And a sword Is in their lips; for they for a pillar inscription; by David; for 
say, “Who hears?” teaching, 
9 But You, O Lord, shall laugh at them; ee. 
You shall hold all the nati in ?when he burned Mesopotamia of Syrit 
contempt and Syrian Soba, and Joab returned and 
10 O my strength, I shall keep watch with struck twelve thousand in the Valley 
For You are my protector, O God. O God, eu drove us off and destroyed 
11 As for my God, His mercy shall go 
before me; You Were angry, and had mercy 024 | 
God will show it to me among my 4 You made the earth quake, and You 
enemies. troubled it; 
12 Do not kill them, lest they forget my Repair its ruins, for it was shaken. 
people; 5 You showed Your people difficult 


Scatter them by Your power, things; 
And bring them down, O Lord my You made us drink the wine of 


protector. bewilderment. ae 
58 Ps 58 is also concerning Christ (the End, v. 1). For the Church remembers that Christ's holy body dé 
not decay in the grave (corrupt not, v. 1), and the Father raised Him from the dead (wy. 2, 3, 10, 1, 
17, 18), In contrast to the Lord's sinless life, which is the reason He was raised up by the Father (w. # 
those who work lawlessness are not shown mercy (vv. 6-9, 12-16). 


59 Ps 59 is also concerning Christ (the End, v. 1). For the Church remembers the changes (things be ) 
be changed, v. 1) brought about by the cross (a sign, v. 6), and the teaching (for teaching, v. 1) it cn 
to the Church. For the Incarnation brought about the mystery hidden before time, namely, that 
would burn down (he burned, v. 1) the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile (vv. 1-14), and 
them into one body (Eph 3), 


wiVerse 6 is the inspiration for many Orthodox hymns concerning the cross of Christ. 











— 





6 You gave a sign to those who fear You, 
So they may flee from the face of the 
bow. (Pause) i 


= 


’ That Your beloved may be rescued, 


Save with Your right hand, and hear me. | 


8 God spoke in His holy place: 

I will greatly rejoice, and divide 
Shechem, 

And I will measure out the valley of 
the tabernacles. 

’ Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine 
And Ephraim is the strength of my 

head; 
Judah is my king. 

Moab is the cauldron of my hope; 
Over Edom I will extend my shoe; 
Foreign tribes were subjected to me. 

‘' Who will bring me into a fortified city? 
Who will lead me as far as Edom? 

2 Will not You, O God, who drove us 

away? 

And will not You, O God, zo out with 

our armies? 

Give us help from affliction. 

For the salvation of man is useless. 

But in God we shall work power, 

And He will utterly scorn those who 

afflict us. 


Psalm 60 (61) | 
lFor the End; in hymns; by David. 


H my supplication, O God: 

Attend to my prayer. 

From the end of the earth I cried out to 
You 

When my heart was discouraged: | 

You lifted me high on a rock. 

You guided me, for You became my 
hope, Á 

A tower of strength from the face of 
the enemy. 

! will dwell in Your tabernacle unto the 
ages: | 

| will be covered with the shelter of 
Your wings. (Pause) 


— 


J 


For You, O God, hear my prayers; 
OU give an inheritance to those who 
fear Your name. 1 





60 
hym 

CPs 60:6 
61 Ps 61 is 
His body (c 
Missive to 





7 


9 


Ps 60 reveals Christ (the End, v. 1) as the King (v. 7) and Great High Priest leading the Church in 











PSALM G[:1O 

You will add days to the days of the 
king, 

His years as the days of generation to 
generation. 

He will abide before God forever: 

Who will seek out His mercy and 
truth? 

So I will sing praise to Your name unto 
ages of ages, 

That I may pay my vows day to day. 


Psalm 61 (62) 


lFor the End, for Jeduthun; a psalm 
by David. 


Sr" not my soul be submissive to 


God? 

For from Him is my Salvation. 

For He is my God and my savior. 

My protector; I shall be shaken no 
more. i Sed! 

How long will you attack a man? 

All of you murder him: 

You attack him as you woulda 
leaning wall and a broken 
hedge. 

They also planned to remove my 
honor; | 

They ran with a lie: 

They blessed with their mouth, and 
they cursed with their Heart. 
(Pause) | 


However, be submissive to God, O my 
soul, 

For my patient endurance is from 
Him. 


-For He is my God and my Savior, 


My protector; I shall never be moved. 

In God is my salvation and my glory; 

He is the God of my help, and my hope 
isin God. | ) 

Hope in Him, all you congregation of 
people; 

Pour out your hearts before Him; 

God is our helper. (Pause) 


But the sons of men are useless: 

The sons of men are liars with the 
yokes of wrongdoing: 

They are altogether useless. 


-> NNS of praise to the Father, and therefore, to the Trinity (see also Heb 2:12, 13). 

is prayed as the evening prokeimenon of Sunday Vespers during Great Lent. 

a prayer of Christ (the End, v. 1). He is praying this prayer on behalf of the Church; which is 
Ongregation of people, v. 9; see also Eph 1:22, 23), 
God (w. 2, 6), and the psalm gives numerous good reasons to do so. 


He is encouraging His members to be sub- 
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PSALM OII 





Do not hoped in wr ronmdoing) 

And do not hunger for booty; 

If riches flow in, 

Do not set your heart on them. 

God spoke once; 

I heard these two things: 

That power is of God, and to You, 
O Lord, is mercy; 

For You will repay every man 
according to his works. 


Psalm 62 (63) 


14 psalm by.David, when he was in the 


desert of Judea. 


God, my God, I rise early to be with 
You; 

My soul thirsts for You. 

How often my flesh thirsts for You 

In a desolate, impassable, and 
waterless land. 

So in the holy place I appear before 
You, 

To see Your power and Your giory: 

Because Your mercy is better than 
life, 

My lips shall praise You. 

Thus I will bless You in my life; 

I will lift up my hands in Your name. 

May my soul be filled, as if with 
marrow and fatness, 

And my mouth shall sing praise to 
You with lips filled with 
rejoicing. 

If I remembered You on my bed, 

I meditated on You at daybreak; 

For You are my helper, 


And in the shelter of Your wings | will 


greatly rejoice: 
My soul follows close behind You; 
Your right hand takes hold of me. 
But they seek for my soul in vain; 
They. shall go into the lowest parts of 
the earth. 


They shall be given over to the edge of 


the sword; 
They shall be a portion for foxes. 








722 


12 


But the king shall be glad in God; 
a who swear by Him shall be © 









praised, 


For the mouth that speaks 


unrighteous things is stopped, 
Psalm 63 (64) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David 


He~” my voice, O God, in my 


supplication; 


_ Deliver my soul from fear of the 


enemy. 

You sheltered me from the conspirag 
of evildoers, 

From the multitude of those who i 
work lawlessness, | | 

Who sharpen their tongue like a 

| sword; Mi 

They stretched their bow, a bitter 
thing, 

To strike down the blameless man in 
‘secret; 

Suddenly they will shoot him, and not 
be afraid. 

They made an evil word strong! in 
themselves; 

They told of hiding snares; 

They said, “Who will see them?” 

They searched out lawlessness; 

In searching they grew weary. 

Aman shall draw near, and the heart | 
is deep; ry 

And God shall be exalted. 

Their blows became a childish. ae 

And their tongues were utterly 
weakened in them. 7 

All who saw them were troubled, 

And every man was afraid: | 

And they proclaimed the works of 

_., God, 

And understood His deeds, | 

The righteous man shall be glad in 
the Lord, and shall hope in Himi 

And all the upright in heart shall 0° 
praised...) . 


62 Ps 62 is a prayer of Christ the King (v. 12), instructing His Churchill in morning prayers. For this svat 
like the desert of Judea (v. 1), which is desolate, impassable, and waterless (v. 2), And the sou tha w 
members God during the night on his bed will also learn to meditate on Him in the morning (v. 7} 

a soul will be filled (v. 6) and cannot be injured by the devil and his angels. (they, v, 10). 


Ps 62 is the third of the Six Psalms (3; 37; 62; 87; 102; 142) in Orthros, 


63 Ps 63 is a prayer of Christ (the End, v. 1), instructing the members of His Ghunchi how to wage Wf 
warfare against the devil and the fear of death (fear of the enemy, v, 2) in times of pergett 
martyrdom, 


Verse 11 is used in the Church’ 5 commemoration of St. John the Baptist and all martyrs»: 















Psalm 64 (65) | 
tFor the End; a psalm by David; an ode: 


sung by Jeremiah and Ezekiel regarding 


the situation of the sojourners, when they 


I 





64 Ps 64 is a 
theme of soj 


V. 


in 
in 


th 


verse 12 is inc 
September 1 
65 Ps.65 
invited t 
Which He 
rael’s hist 
His Chur 


were about to depart. 


t is fitting to sing a hymn to You in Zion, 


O God, . 

And a vow shall be rendered to You in 
Jerusalem. 

Hear my prayer; 

To You all flesh shall come: 

The words of lawless men 
overpowered us, 

And You will show mercy to our 
ungodliness. 

Blessed is he whom You choose and 
help: 

He shall dwell in Your courts. 

We shall be filled with the good things 
of Your house; 

Holy is Your temple, wondrous in 
righteousness. 

Hear us, O God our Savior. 

The hope of all the ends of'éarth 

And of those far off at sea, 

He who prepares mountains in His 
strength, 

Who is girded with power, 

Who troubles the depth of the sea, 

The sounds of its:waves. 

The nations shall be troubled, 


And those who inhabit the ends of the | 


earth ai 
Shall be afraid because of Your signs; 
You shall gladden the outgoings of 
morning and evening. 
You visited the earth and watered it; 
You enriched it abundantly; 





12 


prophecy concerning Christ (the End, v. 1) and concerning His Church in relation to the 
ourning in this world (the situation of the sojourners, when they were about to depart, 





PSALM 65:6 


The river of God iis filled with waters; 

You prepared their food, for thus is 
Your preparation thereof. 

Water its furrows; multiply its fruits; 

With its raindrops the earth will be 
gladdened when it produces 
fruits. | | 

You will bless the crown of the year 
with Your goodness, 

And Your fields will be filled with 
fatness; | | 

The desert fruits will be made fat, 

And the hills will be girded with 
rejoicing. iD 

The rams of the sheep are clothed with 
wool, | 

And the valleys shall abound'‘in wheat: 

They will’shout and'truly sing hymns. 


-Psalm 65 (66) 


lFor the End; an ode of a psalm 
of resurrection. 
hout to God, all the earth; 


)2Sing now to His name; 


Give glory to His praise. . - - 
Say to God, “How fearful are Your 
works; p 


-in the greatness of Your power Your 


enemies will lie to You: 
Let all the earth worship You and sing 
to You; Fi 
Let them sing to Your name.” (Pause) 


Come and see the works of God: 

He is more fearful in His counsels 
than the sons of men, 

Who turns the sea into dry land: 

They will cross over the river on foot. 

There we will be glad in Him, 


1). See 4Kg 24 for the historical background, when Jerusalem was carried away captive to Babylon. 


These two cities focus attention on the theme of sojourning, for the Church 


is, SO to speak, sojourning 


the city of Babylon, Babylon means confusion, as can be seen from Gn 11, for the Church is sojourn- 


GiVerse 5 js 


g in a confused world. But Jerusalem means peace, for the Church is looki 
e dead and the life of the world to come (Creed). For 
Psalm instructs the Church in how to sojourn 


prophesies the Resurrection of Christ (the End, a psalm of resurrection, v. 1) 


ng for the resurrection from 


peace will inhabit the new world, and this 

in anticipation of this world to come: 

used often in prayers for the departed and for their rest in the new city of peace. Also, 
orporated into a hymn in the service of supplication on the first day of the church year, 


. All the earth is 


9 worship the risen Christ (vv. 1-4), All are invited to come and see the works of God (v. 5), 

wrought in abolishing death and rising again from the dead, as typified 
ory (v. 6), And His Resurrection demonstrates that He will rule in His power forever (v. 
ch, consisting of both Jews and Gentiles who believe in Him (wy. 7-20). 


by the Exodus in Is- 
7) over 


a i 65 forms a unit with 66 and 67, which are used throughout the services of Pascha and Bright 
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PSALM 65:7 









In Him who as Lord shall rule in His 
power forever; 

His eyes will look at the Gentiles; 

Let not those who provoke Him be 
exalted in themselves. (Pause) 


Bless our God, you Gentiles, 
And make the voice of His praise to be 
heard, 























| |For the End, in hymns; a psalm of an Ode 


M” God be gracious to us, and bless 

us; 

May He cause His face to shine upon 
us, (Pause) 

That we may know His way on the 
earth, 





9 Who established my soul in life, Your salvation among all the Gentiles 
And who did not permit my feet to be Let the peoples give thanks to You, — 
moved. O God; 
10 For You, O God, tested us; Let all the peoples praise You. 
You tried us in the fire, as silver is Let the Gentiles be glad and greatly 
purified by fire. rejoice, | 
11 You brought us into the snare; For You shall judge the peoples in 
You laid affliction on our back. uprightness, sal 
12 You put men on our heads; And lead the Gentiles on the earth, 
We went through fire and water, (Pause) Theft 
And You led us into a refreshing place. | 
13 | will go into Your house with whole Let the peoples give thanks to You, 
burnt offerings: O. God; | 
I will pay You the vows | Let all the peoples praise You. 
14 My lips uttered, : The earth yielded her fruit; 
And my mouth spoke in my affliction; | May God, our God, bless us. | 
5 J will offer You whole burnt offerings (8 May God bless us, a | 
__ full of marrow; | And let all the ends of the earth bein 
With incense and rams, | fear of Him. } 
I will offer oxen with a young he-goat. | | 
(Pause) Psalm 67 (68) 
16 Come and hear, and I will describe to Lorene psalmioi an.ode; by Davit | 
you, | | b God arise, and let His enemies be 
All who fear God, L Scattered, t 
What things He did for my soul. And let those who hate Him flee from 
17 I cried to Him with my mouth, before His face. a 
And I exalted Him with my tongue. As smoke vanishes, so let them va 
18 Jf ] regarded wrongdoing in my As wax melts before the fire, | 
heart, So let the sinners perish from the fac 
Let not the Lord hear me. of God. 
19 Therefore God heard me; And let the righteous be glad; | 
He gave heed to the voice of my Let them greatly rejoice before Got: 
supplication, | Let them be glad with merriment. 
2 Blessed be God, who has not turned Sing to God; sing to His name; 


away my prayer, 
Nor His mercy from me. 






Make ready the way for Him 
Who rides upon the sunset; 






gsize th? 


66 Ps 66 prophesies the Resurrection of Christ (the End, v, 1). Verses 3 and 5 in particular emph 
incorporation of the Gentiles into the Church through the Resurrection. | 
Ps 66 forms a unit with 65 and 67, which are used throughout the services of Pascha and Bright 
Week. 
67 Ps 67 prophesies the Resurrection of Christ (the End, v. 1) and His Ascension into heaven (V 19; pA 
also Eph 4:8). In hymns of the Church, the mountain of God (v, 16) is seen as referring to the mothe! 
God, Throughout the psalm, the blessings given the Church by the Resurrection are enumerate: 
example, Christ trampled death (v, 21) and crushed the satanic hordes of fallen angels (v. 22). pe 
Ps 67 forms a unit with 65 and 66, which are used throughout the services of Pascha and Brigh 
Week. And wv. 2-4 are sung all through the paschal season with the refrain, Christ is risen from s 
dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 











His name is the Lord; 


And greatly rejoice before Him, 

Let them be troubled before His face, 

He who is the father of orphans and 
the judge of widows; 

God is in His holy place. 

God settles the solitary in a house: 

With courage He leads out those in 
bondage, 

Likewise those who rebel, who dwell 
in tombs. 

O God, when You went forth before 
Your people, 

When You passed through the desert. 
(Pause) 

The earth shook; truly the heavens let 
the rain fall, 

Before the face of the God of Sinai. 

Before the face of the God of Israel. 

You, O God, willingly grant rain to 
Your inheritance, 

And it was weakened, but You 
restored it. 

Your creatures are dwelling in it: 

In Your goodness, O God, You provide 
for the poor. 

The Lord will give His word 

To those proclaiming the gospel with 
great power, 

He who is the King of hosts of the 
beloved, 

That He may divide the booty for the 
beauty of the house. 

If you fall asleep in the midst of your 
portions, 

You will have the wings of a dove, all 
covered with silver, © 

And her back with yellow gold. 
(Pause) 


When the heavenly One appoints 
kings over it, 

They shall become as white as the 
snow on Zalmon. 

The mountain of God is a fertile 
mountain, 

A mountain richly curdled with milk, a 

= fat mountain. 

Why do you think about other 
mountains richly curdled with 
milk? 


This is the mountain God consented to | 


dwell in 
Truly the Leng will lodge in it to the 
end, 
God’s chariot is ten thousand-fold, 
‘housands abounding in numbers; 
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Go 
Cas 


Go 
ms 


PSALM 67:34 


The Lio törd is among them at Sinai in 

-= the holy place. 

You ascended on high, You led 
captivity captive; 

You received gifts for mankind, 

Truly for the disobedient, so they may 
dwell there. 

The Lord God is blessed; 

Blessed is the Lord from day to day; 

The God of our salvation will bring 
prosperity upon us. (Pause) 


Our God is the God who saves us, 

And the issues of death belong to the 
Lord’s Lord. 

But God will crush the heads of His 
enemies, 

The hairy head of those who continue 
in their transgressions. 

The Lord said, “I will return from 
Bashan; 

I will return in the depths of the sea, 

So your foot may be dipped in blood, 

The tongue of your dogs in the blood 
of your enemies.” 

Your processionals were seen, O God, 

The processionals of my God and my 
King in the holy place. 

The rulers drew near, singers followed 
after; 

In the midst of them came young 
maidens playing timbrels. 

Bless God in the churches, 

The Lord from the fountains of Israel. 

There is the young Benjamin in ecstasy; 

The rulers of Judea are their leaders, 

The rulers of Zebulun and Naphtali. 

Give command, O God, to Your power: 

Strengthen, O God, what You 
accomplished in us. 

Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, 

Kings will bring gifts to You. 

Rebuke the wild beasts of the reed, 

The herd of bulls among the heifers of 
the peoples, 

Lest they shut out those proven in 
Silver; 

Scatter the nations that desire wars. 

Ambassadors shall come out of Egypt: 

Ethiopia shall draw near to stretch out 
its hand to God. 

Sing to God, you kingdoms of the 
earth, sing to the Lord. (Pause) 


Sing to God, who rides upon the 
heaven of heavens towards the 
east; 





35 


36 


lFor the End, concerning things that shall | 


S 


3 


arn 





PSALM 67:35 


m aÁ 





Behold, He will speak with His voice, 
a voice of power. 

Give glory to God; 

His magnificence is over Israel, 

And His power is in the clouds. 

God is wondrous in His saints; 

The God of Israel shall give power 
and strength to His people. 

Blessed is God. | 


Psalm 68 (69) 


be changed; by David. 


ave me, O God, for the waters flood 

my soul. | 

I am stuck in the mire of the sea, and 
there is no place to stand; 

I came into the depths of the sea, and 
the storm overwhelmed me. 

I grow weary with crying; my throat 
is hoarse; 

My eyes fail me from hoping in my 
God. 

Those who hate me without a cause 
multiplied even more than the 
hairs of my head; 

My enemies who persecute me 
unjustly have become strong: 

Then I paid for things I did not 
steal. 

O God, You know my foolishness, 

And my transgressions are not 
hidden from You, 

O Lord, O Lord of hosts, let not those 
who wait for You be put to shame 
because of me; | : 

O God of Israel, let not those who 
seek You feel ashamed because 
of me. 

For Your sake I bore disgrace; 

Humiliation covered my face. 

I am become a Stranger to my 
brothers, 

An alien to my mother’s sons; 

For the zeal of Your house consumed 
me, 

And the insults of those who, — 
disgraced You fell on me, 
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68 Ps 68 prophesies the Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ (the End, v. 1) and the changes it would n 
about (concerning things that shall be changed, v. 1). The changes His Passion would bring are not® 
throughout the psalm. Examples are: (1) the Church would become a house of prayer for all peop 

(v. 10; see also Jn 2:19; Mt 21:13; Mk 11:17; Lk 19:46); (2) the cross would bear our reproaches agains! 
God (v, 10; see also Rom 15:3); (3) the cross would destroy death (gall and vinegar, v. 22; see also 





I bent down my soul with fasting, 

And it became a disgrace for me 

I also made sackcloth my garment 

And I became a byword to them. ~ 

Those who sit at the gate were talk 
against me, — 

And those who drink wine were 
singing about me. 

But I, O Lord, pray with my prayer to 
You; | 

It is the time of Your goodwill, O Gog 
in the abundance of Your mercie 

In the truth of Your salvation, hear 

me. j Bey psy 

Save me from the mire, that I may not 
be stuck therein; tHe 

Deliver me from those who hate me, 
and from the depths of the water; 

Let not a storm of water drown me 

Neither let the deep swallow me up, 

Nor the well enclose its mouth upon 
me. | , 

Hear me, O Lord, for Your mercyis | 

good; | 





ing 


- According to Your abundant 


compassion, look upon me. 
Turn not Your face from Your child, 
For | am afflicted; hear me speedily. 
Give heed to my soul, and redeem it; 
Deliver me because of my enemies. 
For You Know my disgrace. 
And my shame and humiliation; 
All who afflict me are before You. 
My soul expected disgrace and 
trouble, ie 
And I waited for someone to 
sympathize with me; but no one 
was there, | 
And for comforters, but I found not 
one, 
They gave me gall for my food, 
And they gave me vinegar for my 
drink. hire Wes 
Let their table become a snare belo 
them, i 
And a recompense and a stumbling 
block. Oe 
Let their eyes be darkened so they 
may not see, | 





les 
Mt 


27:34, 48; Mk 15:23, 36; Lk 23:36; Jn 19:28-30); and (4) the Jews would be rejected for their unbelief 
and the believing Gentiles brought to salvation (vv, 23, 24; Rom 9:9-11). rods JONR 


mVerses 18, 19 are used in the service of Forgiveness Sunday to usher in the season of Great Lent 








And bend down their backs 
continually: 
2% Pour out Your anger upon them, 
And let the fury of Your wrath lay hold 
of them. 
2% Let their dwelling place be laid 
waste, ` 
And let no one live in their tents. 
27 For they pursued closely the one You 
slew, | 
And they added to the pain of m 
wounds. : 
2 Add lawlessness to their lawlessness. 
And let them not enter into Your o7 
righteousness: 
4 Let them be blotted out from the book 
of the living, 
And not be written with the 
righteous. 
30 Tam poor and suffering, 
And the salvation of Your presence, 
O God, lays hold of ime. 
3t I will praise God’s name witha song: 
I will magnify Him in praise. 
‘2 And this shall be more pleasing te 
God 
Than a young bull with borts and 
hooves. | 
3 Let the poor behold this, and be 
glad; 
Seek God, and your soul shall live, 
For the Lord hears the poor, 
And does not despise His prisoners. 
Let heaven and earth praise Him, 
The seas and everything that moves in 
them. 
For God shall save Zion, 
And the cities of Judah shall be built; | 
And they shall dwell therein, and 
inherit it; , 
And the seed of His servants shall 
possess it, . : 
And those who love His name shall 
dwell in it. 
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Make 
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Psalm 69 (70) 


'For the End: by David: in remembrance, 


‘that the Lord may save me. 


: O God, make haste to help me. 


’May those who seek my soul be 
dishonored and shamed: 
May those who plot evils against me 
be turned back and disgraced: 
May those be turned back immediately 
Who shame me, saying, “Well done! 
Well done!” 
‘May all who seek You greatly rejoice 
and be glad in You, 
And let those who love Your salvation 
| always say, : 
“Let God be magnified.” 
But I am poor and needy; 
O God, help me. 
You are my helper and deliverer, — 
O Lord; do not delay. 


Psalm.-70 (71) 


| 'By David; of the sons of Jonadab and the 


first ones taken captive. 
God, in You I hope; may I never be put 
to shame. 

Deliver me in Your righteousness, and 
set me free; | 

Incline Your ear to me and save me. 

Be to me a God for protection 

And a strong place for salvation, 

For You are my foundation and my 
refuge... | | 

O my God, deliver me from the hand 

of the sinner, : 

From the hand of those who 
transgress the law and act 
unjustly; 

For You are my patience, O Lord; 

The Lord is my hope from my, youth. 

By. You | have been supported from 
birthao | 


69isap . Christ (the End, v. 1). Prayer is the ascent of the heart and mind to 

n aman h Lela eT are Leet er focuses a person on the Lord and His salvation (that 

e Lord may save vail 1). The early Desert Fathers used v. 2 as a text of ceaseless prayer (O God, 
haste to hate mel v. 2), thereby living out the exhortation of St. Paul in 1Th 5:17 to “pray without 

g.” Also, this prayer, “O God, make haste to help me,” is often seen as the precursor to the Jesus 


Tayer; “O Lord Jesus Christ: Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner.” Verses 3-6 show some results of 


'eceiving God's help. 


70 p 
angel 
deljy 


“UPS 69 is read in both Little Compline and Great Compline. UN | 

5 70 teaches be iat a about sal WTAE from captivity (taken captive, v. 1) to the devil and his 
els (my enemies, v, 10; see also Eph 6:12)! For these enemies ensnared mankind in the fear of death 
Md the lifetime of bondage it engendered (see Heb 2:15). But from birth to death, we are delivered by 
Ord Jesus Christ from this fear (from birth, v. 6; to old age and ve iker we v 18). For we are 
ered and set free in His righteousness (v. 2), on which we meditate . . . all the day long’v. 24). 








PSALM 70:7 | 728 
From my mother’s womb You have 


And You returned; and made me lie j 


been my protector; And You raised me up again from t th 
My song shall be always of You. depths of the earth, 
‘ Tam become as a wonder to many, 41 You multiplied Your greatness, 
And You are my strong helper. And You returned and comforted me 
* Let my mouth be filled with Your You brought me up again from the 
praise, | depths of the earth. 
That I may sing of Your glory | %2 Truly, I will give thanks to You with the 
And of Your magnificence all the day instrument of a psalm, O God; 
long. I will sing to You with the lyre, 0 Holy 
` Do not abandon me in the time of old One of Israel. 
age: 233 My lips will greatly rejoice when I sing 
When my strength fails, do not forsake to You; 
me. So will my soul, which You redeemed 
10 For my enemies speak against me, 4 My tongue shall meditate on Your 
And those who watch for my soul plot righteousness all the day long, 
together, When those who seek evils for me are 
11 Saying, “God forsook him: dishonored and shamed. 
Pursue and lay hold of him, | 
For there is.no deliverer.” Rime ny 
12 O God, do not stand far off from me: 'For Solomon. | 
O my God, give heed to help me. God. give Your iuda . | 
13 Let those who falsely accuse my soul | () rene aid righteousness tothe Kings | 
be shamed and forsaken; Son. 


Let those who seek Evils tor me pe Zz That He may judge Your people i in 
covered with shame and reproach. 


5 N pace righteousness 
But I will hope continually, ` And Your poor with judgment. 
And I will add to all Your praise. Let the mountains raise up peace for 
My mouth shall! proclaim Your Your people 
| righteousness, And the hills in righteousness. 
Your salvation all the day, : 4 He shall judge the poor of the people, 
For I am not acquainted with learning. And shall serve the sons of the poor; 
‘© I shall enter into the power of the He shall humble the false accuser, 
Lord; 5 _ And He shall continue as long as the 
O Lord, I shall remember Your p 


sun 
righteousness, Yours alone. And before the moon from generation 
1 You taught me, O God, from my youth Bow 


| to generation: 
And from then until now I will 6 And He shall come down like rain 00 
proclaim Your wonders. . | | 


the fleece, 
8 And even to old age and to my last Like raindrops falling on the earth. 
breath, ’ In His days, righteousness and 
O God, do not abandon me, 


: ~ abundance of peace shall 
Until I proclaim Your arm to every flourish, 
coming generation, 


| ng Until the moon is removed. 
Yes, Your mighty deeds and Your 8 And He shall rule from sea to sea, 
righteousness. 


And from the river to the ends of the 


fa 


= = 
SE E OOS 


9 O God, I proclaim the magnificent | inhabited earth. 
_ things You did, |9.. The Ethiopians shall bow down befo | 
Even to the highest heaven; Him, : 


O God, who is like You? 
2 How great and evil are the afflictions 
You showed me, 


|. And His enemies shall lick the dust: .. 
10 The kings of Tarshish and their is!@” 
will come bearing gifts; 






71 Ps 71 is a prophecy concerning Solomon, une is Christ Himself, the King of Peace, for the nae | 

“Solomon” means “peace.” And the Father (God) gave all judgments to Him (v. 1; see also Jn 5:22 49) 

in the world to come (forever and unto ages of ages), all the earth shall be filled with His glory y 
cuPs 71 is used all through the Nativity services, 
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Vis 


n 


22 Ps 79 te 
save no yj 
On of | 
Over the 
and oft 
(v. 28), 


The kings of Arabia and Saba will 
bring presents. 

All the kings of the earth shall 
worship Him; 

All the Gentiles shall serve Him. 

For He rescued the poor from the hand 
of a strong man, 

And the needy, for whom there was no 
helper. 

He shall spare the poor and needy, 

And He shall save the souls of the 
needy; 

He shall redeem their souls from usury 
and injustice, 

And precious shall be their name in 
His sight. 

He shall live, and there shall be given 
Him from the gold of Arabia: 

They shall pray continually because of 
Him, 

All the day long shali they bless Him. 
He shall be a support on the earth upon 
the summits of the mountains: 

His fruit shall be exalied more than 
Lebanon, 

And they shall flourish from the city 
like the grass of the earth. 

Let His name be blessed unto the ages: 

His name shall remain before the sun. 

And all the tribes of the earth shall be 
blessed in Him; 

All the Gentiles shall bless Him. 

Blessed is the Lord God, 

The God of Israel, who alone does 
wondrous things. 

And blessed is the name of His glory 
forever and unto ages of ages, 

And all the earth shall be filled with 
His glory. Amen! Amen! 


The hymns of David the son of Jesse 
are ended. 


Psalm 72 (73) 


LA psalm for Asaph. 
Ho g00d God is to Israel, 


) 


O the upright in heart. 

ut as for me, my feet were almost 
Shaken; 

Y Steps had nearly slipped. 











aches the upright in heart (v. 1) not to be jealous of people who prosper in this life but who 

sion of “the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come" (Creed). For their 

ife is limited to this present world, and they have no upward gaze of the judgment hanging 

M at their death (v, 4). But the upright have a vision of God in their heart (O God of my heart) 
© World to come (forever, v. 26). Therefore, they cling to God and put their hope in the Lord | 


For I was jealous of the lawless 

When I beheld the peace of sinners. 

For there is no upward gaze at their 
death | 

Nor steadfastness in their chastening. 

They are not in difficulties as other 
men, 

And they shall not be chastened with 
other men. 

For this reason arrogance mastered 
them; 

They clothed themselves with their 
wrongdoing and ungodliness: 

Their wrongdoing shall go forth as 
from fatness; 

They passed through to their heart’s 
intent. 

They thought and spoke in evil: 

They spoke in wrongdoing to the 
height. 

They set their mouth against heaven. 

And their tongue passed through the 
earth. 

For this reason my people shall return 
here; | 

Days of fullness shall be found in 
them. 

They said, “How does God know? 

Is there knowledge in the Most High?” 

Behold, these are sinners, and they 

prosper; | | 

They possess wealth in this age. 

And I said, “Surely in vain have I kept 
my heart righteous, 

And washed my hands with the 
innocent.” 

For all day long I was scourged, 

And my reproof persisted through the 
night. 

If I should speak, I would describe it 
thus: 

Behold, I am breaking covenant with 
the generation of your children. 

And | sought to understand this; 

It was difficult in my sight, 

Until I came into God’s holy place 

And understood their end. 

Surely, for their deceits You appointed 
deceits for them: 

You cast them down in their 

exaltation. 


PSALM 72:18 









PSALM 72:19 _ | 


———<— 





'9 Oh, how they came into desolation 4 Those who hate You boasted in the 
suddenly! | midst of Your feast; ; 
They ceased to be; they perished in They set up their signs, yes signs. and 


their lawlessness. they did not know. 
20 Like a dream to one who is awakened, |° As into an entrance hall, | 
So, O Lord, You shall despise their 6 As in a thicket of trees, they cut doy, 
image in Your City. its doors with axes; | 
21: For my heart was kindled, With battle axes and hammers, they 
And my reins were changed, | broke it down. 
2 And I was'despised, and did not know; |’ They burned down Your sanctuary: 
I became like a beast before You. They defiled the tabernacle of Your 


23. And I am continually with You; name to the ground. 
You hold fast my right hand: 8 Their kindred said in their heart. 





24 With Your counsel You guide me, together, | 
And with glory You take hold of me. “Come, let us abolish all the feasts of 
25 For what is there in heaven for me but | God from the earth.” » 
You. 3 2 . We do not see our signs; 
And what do I desire on earth besides | There is no longer any prophet, and 
You? , | He will no longer know us, 


2 My heart and my flesh fail. 10 How long, O God, will the enemy 
O God of my heart; and God is my | _- reproach? D OPER 
portion forever. | Will the adversary provoke Your name 
27 For behold, those who keep | to the end? 3 
themselves far ‘away trom You ti Why do You turn away Your hand, ' 
shall perish: ' Your right hand from the midst of 
You destroy away from You all who act | . Your breast to the end? _ 
unfaithfully. 2 But God is our King before the ages; 
28 But as for me, it is good to cling to God, |.» He worked salvation in the midst of 











To put my hope in the Lord, ‘ the earth. zre simam dk 
That I may proclaim all Your praises You strengthened the sea by Your 
In the gates of the daughter of Zion. DOWET;, fe, 
You. crushed the heads of dragons 
Psalm 73 (74) upon the water.  .———— 
lOf understanding; for Asaph. “You Sane the heads of the 
God, why have You rejected us to the You gave Kim as food for the 
end? Ethiopian peoples. —s_— 
Why has Your anger raged against the |15 You broke apart fountains and 
sheep of Your pasture? torrents; Z 
¢ RememberYour congregation You You dried up the rivers of Etham. 
acquired from the beginning, lë The day is Yours, and the night is 
That You redeemed the rod of Your ~ Yours: eee 
inheritance, You created the light and the sun. 
This Mount Zion, where You 17 You made all the boundaries of the 
encamped. earth; ‘= 
3 Lift up Your hands against their Summer and winter, You formed thes? 
arrogance to the end, | things. poe? PAD 
Against everything the enemy 18 Remember this: the enemy insulted 


prostituted in Your holy places, the Lord, 





73 Ps 73 is a prophecy for understanding (v. 1). An understanding of what? That all human history e 
incarnational in nature, Therefore, human history may be called “the history of the Incarnation | of 
Word.” For this history, from the beginning (v. 2) to the end (vy. 1, 3, 10, 11, 19), speaks of the wo age’ 
God Incarnate and His lordship throughout history. And this Incarnate God is our King before the eart 
(v.12) and the Creator of the world (You created, v. 16). He worked salvation in the midst of the | 
(v. 12) through the cross, and crushed the heads of dragons (vw, 13, 14) at His Baptism. He also a 
from the dead (Arise, O God, v: 22). ui 
mVerse 12 is used at the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and vv. 13-15 on the Eve of Theophany: 
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ds PS 74 is a prophecy concerning the Judgment Seat of Christ (the End, v. 1; see also 2Co 5:10, 11). 
ere aes 


Yo ore, all men are commanded not to corrupt (v. 1), that is, do not transgress the law, nor exalt 
/OUrse| 


anda foolish people provoked Your | 


name. 

May You not deliver to wild beasts the 
soul who gives thanks to You; 

May You not forget the souls of Your 
poor to. the end. 

Look upon Your covenant, 

For the dark places of the earth are 
filled with the houses of 
lawlessness. 

Let not the humbled and the disgraced 
be turned away; 

The poor and needy shall praise Your 
name. 

Arise, O God, judge Your ‘cause: 

Remember the insults against You by 
the foolish man all the day long. 

Do not forget the voice of Your 
Suppliants; 

The arrogance of those who hate You 
rises against You continually. 


Psalm 74 (75) 


‘For the End;-do not corrupt; a psalm of 
an ode for Asapn. 
e shall give thanks to You, O God: 
We shall give thanks, and call upon 
Your name. 
I shall describe all Your wonders, 
“When I seize the opportunity. 
I shall judge these rightly. 
The earth is dissolved and all its 
inhabitants: 
I made firm its pillars.” (Pause) 


| said to those who transgress the law, 
“Do not transgress the law,” 

And to those who sin I said, “Do not 
exalt yourselves; 

0 not boast in yourselves; 

Do not accuse God of wrongdoing.” 

For judgment comes neither from the 
sunrise nor the sunset 

Nor from mountains of the deserts, 

For God is judge; — | 

This one He brings down low, and that 

One He raises up. 


f 
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_PSALM 75:12 


For the cup in the Lord’s hand 


Is full of unmixed wine, a drink 
poured out: 

And He tipped it from side to side, 

But its dregs were not emptied out; 

All sinners of the earth shall drink 
them. 

But I shall greatly rejoice forever: 

I shall sing to the God of Jacob. 

All the horns of sinners I shall crush, 

But the horns of the righteous man 
Shall be exalted. 


Psalm 75 (76) 


'For the End; in hymns; a psalm for Asaph, 


an ode to the Assyrian. 


Tn Judah God is known: 


3 


4 


| 
|5 
| 





















His name is great in Israel. 


His place was made in peace 

And His dwelling in Zion. 

There He broke the power of the bows, 
Weapon and sword and battle. (Pause) 


You give light wondrously 

From the everlasting mountains. 

All the foolish in heart were troubled; 

All the men of wealth slept their sleep 

And found nothing in their hands. 

At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Those who mounted horses fell asleep. 

You are fearsome, and who shall stand 
against You? 

From that time on is Your wrath. 

You caused judgment to be heard from 
heaven; | 

The earth was afraid, and kept quiet 

When God arose for judgment, 

To save all the gentle on the earth. 
(Pause) 


For a man shall give thanks to You 
from his heart, 

And he shall celebrate a feast to You 
with his whole heart. 

Pray and return to the Lord Your God: 

All around Him shall bring gifts 


in thes ves in sin (v, 5). For God Incarnate is judge (God is judge, v. 8), and the Lord's cup of judgment is 
is 


shall 
Creed), 


hand 


be 


i3 Ps 75 isa Prophecy contrasting two opposing kingdoms. The Assyrian (v. 1) is the devil, who leads 
IS kingd y . 


Ncarnat 
Gy 


3,10 


(vv. 8, 9). Then the horns of corrupt men shall be crushed, but those of the righteous man 
exalted (v, 11). And this man shall greatly rejoice forever in the world to come (v, 10; see also 


om; the fallen angels (v. 4; see also Col 2:15) and fallen people (vv. 6-9, 13). The End is God 
e (w. 2, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13), who leads His kingdom: the holy angels (vv. 5, 9) and holy people 
11, 12). The final outcome in this battle is obvious; Who shall stand against You? (v. 8). 



















PSALM 75:13 eee : 


3 To the fearsome One, and to Him who |!5 You are the God who does wonders. 
takes away the spirits of rulers, You made known Your power among | 





To the fearsome One among the kings |- the peoples; F AH 
of the earth. 16 You redeemed Your people with Your 
arm, 3 : 
Psalm 76 (77) The sons of Jacob and Joseph. (Pays 
lFor the End, concerning Idithun; a psalm Taira T Gaol | 
or Asaph. ne | ’ , 
j i 4 The waters saw You and were afraid 
ith my voice I cried to the Lord, And the depths were troubled, 
With my voice to God, and He gave A multitude like the sound of waters 
heed to me. , |18 The clouds uttered their voice, 
* In TE day of my affliction I sought out | For Your arrows passed through them 
od | 19 e voice of Your thunder was in the 
With my hands before Him by night, |` 19e voice í po 
And I was not deceived; | Your lig o s 
our lightning gave light to the world: 
My soul refused to be comforted. It was shaken, and the earth was made 
4] remembered God and was glad; to tremble: | 
I complained, and my spirit became 2 Your way is in the sea; 
discouraged WaUse) And Your paths are in many waters: 
5, .. | stayed awake through all the watches | a o SEES ie 
of the night; lor. wv, M | 
I was troubled and did not speak | ARLE oe OO E 


6 [thought of the days of old, 

And I remembered the eternal years; 
and I meditated. Cor d dina: Ton ASh 

By night I communed with my heart, oncerning understanding; for Asaph. 

And my spirit searched. “ive heed, O my people, to my law; 


Psalm 77 (78) 
8 Will the Lord cast me off unto the | Incline your ear to the words of my 
| 


=] 








ages? | mouth; | 
And will He be favorable no more? 2 J shall open my mouth in parables; 
9 Or will He cut off His mercy I shall speak of hidden things from of 
completely, old. 
From generation to generation? 3 What things we heard, these we also 
10 Or will God forget to be merciful? knew, | 
Or will He in His wrath withhold His And our fathers described them to Us. 
mercies? (Pause) 4+ Tt was not hidden from their children 
| in a different generation, 
l! J] said, “Now I am beginning to see: Who declare the praises of the Lord 
This change is by the right hand of the And His mighty deeds 
_ Most High.” And His wondrous things He did. 
12 I remembered the Lord’s works, 5 He raised up a testimony in Jacob 
For I will remember Your wonders of And appointed a law in Israel, _ : 
old, | Whatever He commanded our fathe 
t3 And I will meditate on all Your works; To make these things known to thel! 
And I will consider Your ways. children, | 
‘4 © God, Your way is in the holy place; |6 That a different generation may Kn" 
Who is so great a God as our God? Children yet to be born; : 





76 Ps 76 is Christ (the End, v. 1) teaching the importance of using the memory, especially in the day A 
affliction (v. 3). For one is to remember God (v. 4), the eternal years (v. 6), and the Lord’s works (v. 1er 
Verses 5-21 describe the numerous benefits of this remembrance. | 


mVerses 14b, 15a are sung as a refrain in Vespers at Pascha, Pentecost, and Nativity. His 
sal) 








dl) 
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And they will arise, and declare these 
things to their children, 

So they may put their hope in God, 

And not forget the works of God, 

And seek out His commandments. 

So they may not become like their 
fathers, 

A generation rebellious and 
embittered, 

A generation that did not keep its 
heart right, 

And its spirit was not faithful with 
God. 

The sons of Ephraim who bend and 
shoot their bows 

Turned back in the day of battle. 

They did not keep God’s covenant, 

And they did not desire to walk in His 
law: 

And they forgot His good deeds 

And His wonders He showed them 

In the sight of their fathers, | 

The marvelous things He did | 

In the land of Egypt, in the fieid of 
Zoan. 

He parted the sea and ied them 
through; 

The waters stood like a dam, 

And He led them with a cloud by day, 

And all night by the light of a fire. 
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24 


25 


26 


| 27 


28 


29 


30 








32 





33 


He split the rock in the desert 34 
And gave them water to drink as ina 
great deep; 
And He brought out water from the 
rock, 35 


And He brought it down like the 
waters of rivers. 

And Oey still continued to sin against 
qaim; 

They rebelled against the Most High in 
a place without water, 

And they tested God in their hearts 37 

By asking food for their souls; 

And they slandered God and said, 


36 


“Why is God unable to prepare a table | 3 


_ Inthe desert? 
Since He struck the rock, and waters 
flowed, 
And brooks flooded, 
Is He also unable to give us bread 
Or to prepare a table for His people?” 
Therefore, the Lord heard and was 
enraged, 
And fire was kindled in Jacob, 
nd wrath arose against Israel, 
Because they did not believe in God, 
Or put their hope in His salvation. 


39 


40) 


ar 
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And He commanded the clouds above 

And opened the doors of heaven; 

And He rained manna for them to eat 

And gave them the bread of heaven; 

Man ate the bread of angels; 

He sent them food in abundance. 

He took away the south wind from 
heaven, 

And with His power He brought in the 
southwest wind: 

He rained flesh on them like dust 

And winged birds like the sand of the 
sea, 

And they fell in the midst of their 
camp, 

All around their tents; 

And they ate and were well filled, 

And He brought them their own 
desire; 

They were not deprived of their desire. 

While their food was still in their 
mouth, 

The wrath of God rose up against 
them, 

And killed their wealthy ones 

And shackled Israel’s chosen ones. 

In all these things they still sinned 

And did not believe in His wonders; 

And their days ended in folly 

And their years with haste. 

When He killed them, they sought Him 
out, 

And turned back, and rose up early 
before God: 

They remembered God was their 
helper, 

And the Most High God their 
redeemer. 

But they deceived Him with their 
mouth 

And lied to Him with their tongue, 

For their heart was not right with Him, 

Neither were they faithful to His 
covenant. 

But He is merciful 

And will atone for their sins, and not 
destroy them; 

And He will multiply them, and turn 
away His anger; 

And He will not kindle all His wrath. 

For He remembered they are flesh, 

A spirit that is passing and not 
returning, 

How many times did they rebel 
against Him in the desert, 

And provoke Him to wrath in the 

desert? 

















PSALM 77:41 734 


And they turned away and tempted 
God, 
And provoked the Holy One of Israel. 
42 They did not remember His hand 
And the day He redeemed them from 
the hand of those afflicting them, 
How He wrought His signs in Egypt. 
And His wonders in the plains of Zoan, 
44 And how He turned their rivers and 
rainfalls into blood, 
So they could not drink: 
+ He sent them the dog-fly, and it 
devoured them, | 
And the frog, and it destroyed them. 62 
4 He gave their fruit to the mildew 
And their labors to the locust: 
4 He killed their vineyard with hail 63 
And their mulberry trees with frost: 
48 And He delivered their cattle to the hail | 64 
And their property to the fire: | 
49 He sent-forth the wrath of His anger to | 65 
them, | 
Anger and wrath and affliction, | 66 
Sent forth through evil angeis;: 
% He made a path for-His wrath: 
He did not spare their souis from death, | 67 
And their cattle He enclosed in death; | 
5! And He struck every.firstborn in Egypt, | 
The firstfruit of their labor in the tents 





61 


of Ham. 68 
5. And He brought His people out like 
sheep, 69 
And He led them like a flock in the 
desert; 


53 And He guided them in hope, and they 
were not afraid; 
And the sea covered up their enemies. 
* He brought them into the mountain of 
His holiness, 
This mountain His right hand acquired; | 
5 And He cast out the nations from 
before their face, 
And distributed them a measure of 
land as an inheritance; 
And He settled the tribes of Israel in 
their tents. 
5 They tested and rebelled against the 
Most High God, 
And did not keep His testimonies; 
57 And they turned away and broke His 
covenant, just as their fathers did, 
And they changed into a crooked bow; 





78 Ps 78 is a prophecy concerning the suffering and martyrdom (w. 1-4) that would face the C 





They left Jerusalem in ruins. 








And they provoked Him to ang 

their high places, nger With 

And moved Him to jealousy With thes, | 

carved images. bl 

God heard and despised them, 

And He utterly disdained Israel. 

And He rejected the tabernacle a 
Shiloh, 

His dwelling place, where He settleg 
among men. 

He gave their strength into Captivity | 

And their beauty into the hands of the 
enemy; : 

And He gave His people over to the 
sword 

And despised His inheritance. 

Fire consumed their young men, 

And their virgins were not lamented; | 

Their priests fell by the sword, 

And their widows were not lamented | 

Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, 

Like a strong man drunk from wine 

And He struck His enemies from 
behind: | iy 

He gave them eternal reproach. 

And He rejected the dwelling of — 
Joseph | 

And did not choose the tribe of 

¿ Ephraim; i | | 

He chose the tribe of Judah, 

This Mount Zion that He loves; 

And He built His sanctuary as the 
place of unicorns: | 

He founded it forever on the earth. 

He chose David for His servant | 

And took him from the sheepfolds; | 

He took him from behind sheep that 

~ gave birth | | 

To shepherd Jacob His people 

And Israel His inheritance; 

And he shepherded them in the 
integrity of his heart ties | 

And guided them with the skillful 

of his hands. 


Psalm 78 (79) 
1A psalm for Asaph. 


God, the nations entered Your 
inheritance; _ | 
They defiled Your holy temple; 












hurt! j 


this present age (to the end, v. 5; from generation to generation, v. 13). It also shows the Chur pet ) 
sponse to all this (vv, 5-12), because the Church knows herself to be the people of God and t nel 
of His pasture, and also has her eyes on the world to come (forever and “from generation og 


tion,” v. 13). | 





bo 


=] 


10 








They left the dead bodies of Your 
servants 

As food for the birds of heaven, 

The flesh of Your saints for the wild 
animals of the earth; 

Their blood flowed like water around 
Jerusalem, 

And there was no one to bury them. 

We were made a disgrace to our 
neighbors, 

A scorn and a mockery to those 
around us. 

How long, O Lord? Will You be angry 
to the end? 

Will Your jealousy burn like fire? 

Pour out Your wrath on the nations 
that do not know You, 

And on the kingdoms that did not call 
upon Your name: | 

For they devoured Jacob | | 

And made his dwelling place desolate. | 

Do not remember our transZressions 
of old: | 

Let Your mercies quickly overtake us. 6 


G 


4 


|5 


For we have become very peor. 
Help us, O God our savior: 
Because of the glory of Your name. 
O Lord, save us. 
And be merciful to our sins because of 
Your name: 8 
Let the nations never say, “Where is 
their God?” 
And let it be known among the 
nations before our eyes: 9 
There is vengeance for the shed blood 
of Your servants. 10 
Let the groaning of those in prison 
enter before You; 


According to the greatness of Your ll 
arm, 

Preserve the sons of those who were 12 
killed. . 

Repay our neighbors sevenfold into l 


their bosom 
Their reproach by which they reviled 

You, O Lord. iM 
For we are Your people and the sheep 

of Your pasture; 


We shall give thanks to You freely and 
openly forever; 

From generation to generation we will 

proclaim Your praise. 


Psalm 79 (80) 


| For the End, concerning things that shall 
be changed; a testimony for Asaph, a 


psalm concerning the Assyrian. 


ive heed, O You who shepherd Israel; 

Reveal Yourself, O You who lead 
Joseph like a flock, 

Who sit upon the cherubim. 

Raise up Your power 

Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
Manasseh, 

And come for our salvation. 

O God, convert us, 

And reveal Your face, and we shall be 
Saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, 

How long will You be angry with the 
prayer of Your servant? 

Will You feed us the bread of tears, 

And will You give us as drink tears in 
measure? 

You made us an offense to our 
neighbors, 

And our enemies sneered at us. 

O Lord God, convert us, 

And reveal Your face, and we shall be 
saved. (Pause) 


You removed a vineyard from Egypt: 

You cast out the nations and planted it: 

You prepared the way before it, 

And You planted its roots: and the 
earth was filled. 

Its shade covered the mountains, 

And its vines the cedars of God: 

Its branches reached to the sea 

And its shoots as far as the river. 

Why did You pull down its hedge, 

And all who pass on the road gather 
its grapes? 

A wild swine from the forest laid it 
waste, 

A solitary wild beast devoured it. 


79 Ps 79 jc | -of the Incarnation and the changes (things that shall be changed, v. 1) that it 
reli Grha HOPAEA E (the End, v. 1), who sits upon the cherubim (v: 2), will reveal Himself 
MIRAA OAM in the Incarnation for our salvation (v. 3), and establish His vineyard, the Church 

w. 9-17). This vineyard would consist of those who are changed through conversion to Him (wv. 4, 8, 


14)—that is, the devil. 


15, 20) and who are saved from the Assyrian (v. 1), who is a wild swine and a solitary wild beast 
(v, | | 


“Verses 15, 16 (Look down from heaven and behold, and visit this vineyard which your right hand 


Planted, and perfect it) are sung by the bishop in the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, as he blesses his 
People, | | MG 


E ee 








LESAN CA) | an 
t5 O God of hosts, convert us now; 9 Listen, O My people, for I testify tg 
Look down from heaven and behold, you; ney | 
And visit this vineyard Listen, O Israel, if you hear Me: 
l6 Which Your right hand planted, and \0 There shall be no new god among 
perfect it. | 
And visit the son of man, whom You 
strengthened for Yourself. 
17 It was set on fire and uprooted, 
But they shall perish at the rebuke of 





| Nor shall you worship an alien tobe ) 

|11 |. am the Lord your God, ! 

Who brought you up from the lang of 
Egypt; 

Open wide your mouth, and I will filli 


Your face. ‘2 But My people did not hear My Voice 
i8 Let Your hand be upon the man of Your And Israel would pay no attention tg — 
right hand, Me. 





And upon the son of man, whom You 
strengthened for Yourself; 
19 Then we will not turn away from You; 
You will give us life, and we will call 
upon Your name. 


|13 And I sent them away because of the — 
desires in their hearts; 
They shall walk in their ways of living 
l4 If My people had heard Me, 
If Israel had walked in My ways, 





20 © Lord God of hosts, convert us. | 15 I would have humbled their enemies 
and reveal Your face, and we shall be quickly; 
saved. And I would have laid My hand on 
those oppressing them. 

Psalm 80 (61) t6 The Lord’s enemies lied to Him, 

lFor the End; concerning the winepresses: | And their time shall be forever. 
a psalm for Asann. 17 He fed them with the finest of wheat 
And satisfied them with honey from 

the rock. 


Rejoice greatly in the living God. 
Take up a psalm and sound a timbrel. 
a pleasant psaltery with a harp: 
4 Sound a trumpet in the new moon 
On this honorable day of our feast: 
> For this is an ordinance for Israel 
And a judgment by the God of Jacob. 
© He made it a testimony in Joseph 
When he went out from the land of 
Egypt; 
He heard a tongue he knew not: 
’ He removed his back from forced 
labors; 
_ His hands served in the basket. 
* You called upon Me in affliction, and | 
delivered you; 
I heard you in the secret place of the 


Feces in God our helper: 
3 


Psalm 81 (82) 


LA psalm for Asaph. 


od stood in the assembly of gods; : 
| \ He judges in the midst of gods, saying 
|? “How long will you judge unjustly, ; 
And favor the persons of sinners?” 
(Pause) 


| 
3 Judge an orphan and a poor man; 
Justify a humble and poor man; 
* Rescue a poor and needy man; 
Deliver them from a sinner’s hand. 
5 = They do not know nor understand: 
| They carry on in darkness; | 
All the foundations of the earth shall 





-= storm; be shaken. | 
I tested you at the water of Rebellion, |6 q] Said, “You are gods, | 
(Pause) And you are all sons of the Most His 


80 Ps 80 is a psalm regarding Christ (the End) and His Church (the winepresses, v. 1). For His Church's 
the new wine (the new covenant), formed in the Sacrament of Baptism (Mt 9:16 17; 1Co 12:13). An 
Israel's deliverance from Egypt (w. 1-1 1) is. a type of baptism (1Co 10:1, 2), However, after baptism, 
Christian is to be careful to walk in God's ways and heed His voice (wv. 1 2-17). ; 
81 Ps 81 reveals Christ God as present and judging in the midst of His Church (v. 1). This prophecy cals 
church members gods, which is the same thing as calling them sons of the Most High (vv. 1, 6). Fo! Mt 
were made gods and the sons of God by the new birth in baptism. However, these gods are warned ») 
their God to take care of the poor and needy (w. 2-7). For Christ rose from the dead (v. 8), and “He 
shall come again with glory. to judge the living and the dead” (Creed). | | 
Ps 81 is sung on Holy Saturday at the Liturgy of St Basi agai | ith v. 81% 
peated as a refrain after each verse, Verse 6 is ahe dotee ern Rios ee 









But you die like men, 

And like one of the rulers, you fall.” 
Arise, O God; judge the earth, 

For You shall inherit all the Gentiles. 


Psalm 82 (83) 


1An ode of a psalm for Asaph. 


QO God, who can be likened to You? 


82 Ps g 


Be not silent nor appeased, O God, 

For behold, Your enemies made a — 
noise, 

And those who hate You raised up 
their heads. 

They devised a wicked judgment 
against Your people, 

And they plotted against Your saints. 

They said, “Come, and let us destroy 
them from among the people, 

And let the name Israel be 
remembered no more.” 

For they plotted together in unity; 

They established a covenant against 
You: 

The tents of the Edomites and the 
Ishmaelites, 

Moab and the Hagarenes, 

Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, 


And foreigners with the inhabitants of | 


Tyre; 
And even Assyria joined with them; 
They came to the aid of the sons of 
Lot. (Pause) 


Deal with them as with Midian and 
Sisera, 

As with Jabin at the Brook Kishon; 

They were destroyed at Endor; __ 

They became like dung on the earth. 

Make their rulers like Oreb and Zeeb, 

And all their rulers like Zebah and 
Zalmunna, | 

Who said, “Let us inherit the holy 
Dlace of God for ourselves.” 

ny God, turn them like a wheel, 
Like straw before the face of the wind, 
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5 Like fire that burns through a 


thicket, 

Like a flame that sets mountains on 
fire; 

Thus You shall pursue them with Your 
storm, 

And You shall trouble them in your 
wrath. 

Fill their faces with disgrace, 

And they shall seek Your name, 
O Lord. 

Let them be disgraced and troubled 
unto ages of ages, 

And let them be shamed and 
destroyed; 

And let them know Your name is the 
Lord, 

That You alone are Most High over all 
the earth. 


Psalm 83 (84) 


lFor the End, concerning the winepresses; 


a psalm for the sons of Korah. 


Fow beloved are Your dwellings, O Lord 


of hosts. 

My soul longs and faints for the courts 
of the Lord; 

My heart and my flesh greatly rejoice 
in the living God. 

For even the sparrow found a house 
for herself, 

And the turtledove a nest for herself, 
where she will lay her young, 

Your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

My King and my God. 

Blessed are those who dwell in Your 
house; 

They shall praise You unto ages of 
ages. (Pause) 


Blessed is the man whose help is from 
You, O Lord; 

He purposed ascents in his heart 

In the valley of weeping, into the place 
he appointed; 


2 prophesies that all who hate Christ (v. 3) will also persecute His saints (vv. 4-9; see also Jn 15:18; 


“ay 3:12), Various nations mentioned (vv. 7-9) represent the kinds of persecutors who seek to destroy 
the Church, Even avowed enemies find a common ground of unity in order to persecute the Church 
(V. 6). But the Church is taught how to pray in times of persecution (vv. 10-19), and even some of these 


ange: 
Nemies are converted to the Lord (v. 17). 


83 
(the 


Ps 83 regards Christ (the End) and His Church (the winepresses, V. 1). For His Church is the new wine 
NeW Covenant), formed in the Sacrament of Baptism. And those who keep their baptism (walk in 


nocence, v. 12) long to see God and the world to come (wv. 2-9). As the Creed says, “I look for the 


b arrection of the dead and the life of the world 


ette th 


~r than a lifetime (a thousand) in this present 


to come," For one day in this new world and its life is 
fallen world (the tents of sinners, v. 11). 


OPS 83 js read in the Ninth Hour each day, and also at the Feast of the Transfiguration. 


PSALM 83:8 


For there the lawgiver shall give 
blessings. 

They shall go from strength to 
strength; 

The God of gods shall be seen in Zion. | 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; 

Give ear, O God of Jacob. (Pause) 





'0 O God, our protector, behold, 

And look upon the face of Your 
anointed. 

For one day in Your courts is better 
than a thousand; | 

I chose to be an outcast in the house 
of my God, 

Rather than to dwell in the tents of 
sinners. 

For the Lord God loves mercy and 
truth; 

He will give grace and glory; 

The Lord’s hand will not remove good | 
things from those who walk in | 
innocence. 





O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man 
who hopes in You. 


Psalm 84 (85) 


'For the End; a psalm for the sons 
of Korah. 


Lord, You were pleased with Your land: 
You turned back the captivity of 
Jacob; 
You forgave the transgressions of Your 
people; 
You covered all their sins. (Pause) 


is 


You ended all Your wrath: 

You turned from the wrath of Your 
anger, 

Turn us, O God of our salvation, 

And turn away Your anger from us. 

Will You be angry with us forever, 

Or will You prolong Your anger from 
generation to generation? 

O God, You will turn and give us life, 

And Your people will be glad in You. 

Show us Your mercy, O Lord, 





84 Ps 84 is a prophecy of the Incarnation (the End, v, 1). 


(v. 9) deliverance from captivity (v. 2), the 


joyous life (v. 7), mercy (v. 8), and peace (v. 9). 
Ps 84 is read at the Ninth Hour each day. i We an 
85 Ps 85 reveals the prayerful spirit of a servant of God (vv. 2, 4, 16), for the Lord will incline His re 


wing 


hear him (v. 1). This spirit is characterized by humility (v, 
up of the soul to the Lord (v. 4), the glorification of God 


with one’s whole heart (vv, 12-17), 
MPs 85 is read each day at the Ninth Hour, 





| For | am poor and needy. 








And grant us Your salvation. 
| will hear what the Lord God wip 
speak in me, 
For He will speak peace 
To His people and to His holy ones 
And to those who turn their heart to | 
Him. 
His salvation is very close at hand to 
those who fear Him, ‘ fi | 
That glory may dwell in our lang 
Mercy and truth met together, — 
Righteousness and peace kissed each 
other; | 
Truth arose from the earth, — 
And righteousness looked down from 
heaven. Mrs i 
For the Lord will give goodness, © 
And our land shall yield its fruit. 
Righteousness shall go before Him 
And establish His footsteps as our 





+ 


pathway. 
Psalm 85 (86) 
'A prayer by David. | 
ncline Your ear, O Lord, and hear me, 


Guard my soul, for I am holy; ~. 
O my God, save Your servant, who 
hopes in You. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, iA 
For all the day long I will ery to You. 
Gladden the soul of Your servant, 
O Lord, 
For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
For You, O Lord, are kind and good, 
And very merciful to all who call upat 
You. ) | l | 
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer 
And heed the voice of my supplicatio® | 
In the day. of my affliction I cried t0 
You, | 


For You heard me.. om 

There is none like You among the 
gods, O Lord, . Q 

And there are no works like Yout 


WOrks, + 
All the Gentiles You made shall cM 
His Incarnation (wv. 10-14) gives His holy ot | 

















remission of sins (v. 3), deliverance from God's wrath Wi" 


1), hope (v. 2), ceaseless prayer (v. 3), fe 
(w. 5-10), godly fear (v. 11), and thanks9 








id Mother of God, by the hand of Jan Isham, 
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| | ___ PSALM _87:9 
And behold, foreigners, and the people 





~ And worship before You, O Lord, 


And they shall glorify Your name: of Tyre and Ethiopia, 
w For You are great, doing wonders; These were born there. 
You alone are the great God. 5 A man will say, “Mother Zion,” 
| Lead me in Your way, O Lord, And a man was born in her; 
And I will walk in Your truth; For the Most High Himself founded it. 
Gladden my heart so as to fear Your 6 The Lord shall describe it in a written 
name. account of the peoples 
2 | will give thanks to You, O Lord my And of the rulers, of those who were 
God, with my whole heart, - born in her. (Pause) 
And I shall glorify Your name forever; 
3 For great is Your mercy to me, 7 How glad are all who have their 
And You rescued my soul from the dwelling in you. 
lowest Hades. | 
4 O God, lawless men rose up against me, Psalm §7.(88). 
And a gathering of strong men sought | 1An ode of a psalm for the sons of Korah; 
my soul; for the End, for the Mahalath to respond; 
And they did not set You before them. understanding for Heman the Israelite. 


å But You, O Lord, are compassionate 
and merciful, 
Longsuffering and very merciful and 
truthful. 
6 Look upon me and have mercy: 
Give Your strength to Your servant. 
And save the son of Your handmaid. 
" Work a sign in my midst for good, | 
And let those who hate me see it and | 
be disgraced; 


Lord God of my salvation, 
-Icry day and night before You. 
3 Let my prayer come before You; 
Incline Your ear to my supplication, 
O Lord. | yak 
* For my soul is filled with sorrows, 
And my soul draws near to Hades; 
9 I am counted among those who go 
down into the pit: : 
I am like a helpless man, free among | 
the dead, | 
6 Like slain men thrown down and 
_ sleeping in.a grave, | 
Whom You remember no more, 
But they are removed from Your. hand. 








For You, O Lord, helped me and 
comforted me. 


Psalm 86 (87) 


‘A psalm of an ode for the sons of Korah 


H's foundations are in the holy 7 They laid me in the lowest pit, 
mountains: In dark places and in the shadow of 
‘ The Lord loves the gates of Zion | death. | 
More than all the dwellings of Jacob. |8 |Your wrath rested upon me, _ | 
Glorious things were said concerning | And You brought all Your billows over 
you, O city of God. (Pause) me. (Pause) 
* Iwil make mention of Rahab and 9 You removed my acquaintances far 
Babylon to those who know Me; from me; YV 





a 86 is a prophecy regarding the meaning of the Nativity. This connection is found in the Incarna- 
ee) of the Most High (v. 5) and the City of God (wv. 2, 3). The city’s inhabitants, consisting of both Jews 
Md Gentiles, are those who were born again in her (vv. 4-7). | 

Verse 5 is used as the prokeimenon before the Isaiah reading at the Ninth Royal Hour on Nativity 


ia Also, the verses of the entire psalm are used as refrains before the Isaiah 11 reading in Great Ves- 


le, 87 is a prophecy concerning Christ (the End) and His death, burial, and Resurrection (v. 14).on 

"'s behalf. The prophecy focuses especially on His burial, for when He was buried, His body was 
d in a grave, and His soul descended into Hades (v. 4), Both the grave and Hades are described as 
` Pit (v. 5), the dead (vv. 5, 11), the grave (vv. 6, 12), the lowest pit, the shadow of death (v. 7), dark- 
Ming 4 forgotten land (v. 13), and despair (v. 16). From all this, Christ, in His great love for man, saves all 
‘spond to Him and understand (v. 1) what He did for them. | ) : 


Othe 87 is prayed in the Service of Lamentations in Holy Week. It is also one of the six psalms of 


9S. The other five are 3; 37: 62; 102; 142. 








ee 


PSALM 87:10 m ana aaa aa 
They made me an abomination among |^ I made a covenant with My chosen 





themselves; ones; | 
I was betrayed, and did not go forth. I swore to David My servant, 
\0 My eyes weakened from poverty; 5 Ishall prepare your seed forever, 
O Lord, I cry to You the whole day long; And I shall build your throne from 
I spread out my hands to You. generation to generation.” (Pause) 


u Will You work wonders for the dead? . | 
Or will physicians raise them up, and 6 The heavens shall confess Your 


acknowledge You? wonders, O Lord, 
12 Shall anyone in the grave describe And Your truth in the church of the 
Your mercy Saints. — 
And Your truth in destruction? 7 For who in the clouds shall be 
13 Shall Your wonders be known in compared to the Lord, 
darkness, And who among the sons of God shall 
And Your righteousness in a forgotten be compared to the Lord? 
land? 8 God is glorified in the counsel of 
14 But I cry to You, O Lord, | saints; 


He is great and fearful toward all 
| round about Him. : 
'° © Lord God of hosts, who is like You? 
And turn away Your face from me? You are powerful, O Lord, and Your 


16 Iam poor and in troubles from my truth is around You. 


And in the morning my prayer shall | 

youth; 10 You are master of the sea’s strength, | ? 
: 
| 


come near to You. 
15 Why, O Lord, do You reject my soul, 


But having been exalted, J was | And You calm the surging of its waves. 
humbled and brought into 1 You humbled the arrogant manas | 


despair. _ though he were wounded, ~ 
17 Your fierce anger passed over me, And with the arm of Your power You Z 
And Your terrors greatly troubled me; | _ scattered Your enemies. | 
18 They compassed me like water allthe |‘ The heavens belong to You, and the 
day long: earth is Yours; å 
They surrounded me at once. You founded the world and all its 
19 You removed far from me neighbor fullness. l 
and friend, 3 You created the north wind and thè 
And my acquaintances because of my Seas; | 
misery. Tabor and Hermon shall greatly 
= rejoice in Your name. ee 
Psalm 88 (89) !4 Your arm rules with power; — a 
Concerning understanding: for Ethan Let Your hand be strengthened; let a 


Your right hand be exalted. 


the Israelite. 
E '5 The foundation of Your throne is 





Lord, I will sing of Your mercies righteousness and judgment: : 
_ forever; _ | = Mercy and truth shall go before You! 
I will proclaim Your truth with my face. 
mouth from generation to l6 Blessed are the people who know glad | 3 
generation; shouting: | 
3 For You said, “Mercy shall be built up O Lord, they shall walk in the light% | ° 
forever; } Your face, or 
Your truth shall be prepared in the '7 And shall greatly rejoice in Your nam 
heavens. the whole day long; 





88 Ps 88 concerns understanding the Lord's mercy and truth (w. 2, 3, 6, 9, 15, 25, 29, 34, 50). This nes 


and truth is in the new covenant He made with the Church (vv. 4, 6, 29, 35, 40). In His Incarnation. 
Lord is called “the seed of David” (see wv. 4, 21, 50; see also Mt 1:1), the Lord God (vv. 7, 8, 9; see 4 
Jn 20:28), the Firstborn of God the Father (w. 27, 28; see also Heb 1:6), and the King (v. 19; see 48° 
1Ti 6:15). His throne is established in the Church through the works of His Incarnation—for examp ee 
through His Transfiguration on Mt. Tabor (w. 6-19), through His sufferings and death (vv, 39-46) a" 
through His Resurrection (vv, 47-52). | 


“Verse 13 is sung both in Great Vespers and in the Divine Liturgy of the Feast of the Transfigurati?" 
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-And they shall be exalted in 





———— 


righteousness. 

For You are the boast of their power, 

And in Your good pleasure our horn 
shall be exalted. 

For our defense is from the Lord 

And from the Holy One of Israel, our 
King. 

Then You spoke to Your holy ones in a 
vision, i 

And You said, “I established help for a 
mighty one; 

| raised up a chosen one from My 
people; 

I found David My servant; 

I anointed him with My holy oil. 

For My hand shall support him, 

And My arm shall strengthen him. 

The enemy shall have no advantage 
against him, 

And the son of lawlessness shall not 
continue doing evil to him: 

I will cut his enemies to pieces before 
his face, 

And I shall put to flight those who 
hate him. 

My truth and My mercy are with him, 

And in My name shall iis horn be 
exalted: 

I will put his hand in the sea 

And his right hand in the rivers. 

He shall call upon Me, saying, 

‘You are my Father, 

My God, and the protector of my 
salvation’: 

I shall make him, my firstborn, 

Higher than the kings of the earth. 

I shall keep My mercy for him forever, 

And My covenant shall be trustworthy 
with him. 

I shall establish his seed unto ages of 
ages 

And his throne as the days of heaven. 

If his sons forsake My law 

And do not walk in My judgments, 

If they profane My ordinances | 

And do not keep My commandments, 

I shall visit their transgressions with a 
rod 

And their sins with a whip; 

But I will not turn away My mercy 
from him, 

Nor will I act unjustly with My truth, 

Nor will I profane My covenant, 

And I will not reject the things that 
proceeded from My lips. 

nce for all I swore in My holy place, 





J 5 = PSALM 88:53 

That I would not lie to David: 

His seed shall remain forever, 

And his throne as the sun before Me, 

And as the moon that is established 
forever 

And is a faithful witness in heaven.” 
(Pause) 





But You pushed him away and scorned 
him; 

You rejected Your anointed; 

You overturned the covenant of Your 
servant; 

You profaned his sanctuary to the 
ground. 

You pulled down all his walls; 

You put cowardice in his stronghold; 

All who traveled through there robbed 
him; 

He was a disgrace to his neighbors. 

You exalted the right hand of his 
enemies; | 

You delighted all his adversaries; 

You turned away Your help from his 
sword, | 

And did not support him in his war. 

You deprived him of purification; 

You broke his throne to pieces on the 
ground; | 

You shortened the days of his time; 

You poured down shame upon him. 
(Pause) 


How long, O Lord: will You turn away 
to the end? 

Will Your wrath always burn like fire? 

Let my substance be remembered, as 
to what sort it is, 

For did You create all the sons of men 
in vain? 

What kind of man is there who will 
live and not see death? 

Will he deliver his soul from the hand | 
of Hades? (Pause) 


Where, O Lord, are Your mercies of 
old, | 


“Which in Your truth You swore to © 


David? 
Remember, O Lord, the reproach of 
Your servants I bore in my bosom, 
The reproach of many nations, 
Wherewith Your enemies scorned, 
O Lord, 
Wherewith they scorned the change of 
Your anointed. 
Blessed is the Lord forever. 
Amen! Amen! 








: Us, 
And from everlasting to everlasting, that we may number our days, 
You are. And our heart may be bound with 
3 Do not let man be turned back to wisdom. Ore 
humiliation, hi 13 Return, O Lord; how long? 
And You said, “Return, you sons of And be entreated concerning Your 
men.” | 3 servants. OO 8e 

4 For a thousand years in Your sight 14 We were filled with Your mercy in the 
Are like yesterday, which passed, morning, sions Ta 
And like a watch in the night. And in all our days we greatly rejoiced | 

5 Years shall be objects of contempt to and were glad; 

them: i 15 Gladden us in return for the daysYou 
In the morning let man pass by like humbled us, o ZNSE 
grass: For the years we saw evil things. 

6 Inthe morning let him blossom, and 6 And behold Your servants and Your 

pass by: ips | works, ` . of 
In the evening let him fall off, be dried And guide their sons; = 
up.and withered. | 7 And let the brightness of the Lord our 

1 For.we fainted in Your wrath, God be upon us, te) 
And in Your wrath we were troubled. And prosper for us the works of our 

8 You set our transgressions, before You, hands. 

Our time in the light of Your face. Psalm 90 (91) 

9 For all our days failed, neglect so ee 
And in Your wrath we fainted; 'The praise of an ode by David | 
Our years were spent in thought like a H° who dwells in the help of the Most 

spider. | High fab: ee 

10 As for the days of our years, their span Shall lodge in the shelter of the God at 

is seventy years, | | 





PSALM 89:1 


Psalm 89 (90) 
1A prayer of Moses, a man of God. 


Lord, You became a refuge to us in 
generation and generation; 

Before the mountains were made, 

And before the earth and the world 
were formed, 
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But if we stay strong, perhaps ejon, 

And most of them are labor and pair. 

For meekness came upon US, arid we 
shall be chastened. 

Who knows the power of Your wrath 

And who knows Your anger because y 
Your fear? | | 

So make known Your right hand to 


heaven. 


89 Ps 89 is a morning prayer (wv. 5, 6, 14) designed to keep one focused on the Lord rather than on ths 
temporal life and its hopelessness (vv. 5-11). For He exists outside time, and is therefore our only fetus 
(vv. 1, 2). Every morning is an opportunity to return to Him in repentance (Return, you sons of men, 2 
v. 3), and He is very patient, because a thousand years in His sight are like yesterday, which passe 
like a watch in the night (v. 4; see also 2Pt 3:8). He is very patient, because He does not will thatan 
should perish (2Pt 3:9). Therefore, when we focus on the Lord every morning, we look for His return 
the Second Coming (v. 13), and for His mercy, joy, enlightenment, and prosperity, throughout eat 

(vv. 14-17). 

Ps 89 is read daily at the First Hour. ae: | 
90 Ps 90 describes the intensity of spiritual warfare the Church wages against the devil and his ange 
both in life and in death. These enemies are called hunters (v, 3), things moving in darkness, misha? 
demons of noonday (v. 6), sinners (v. 8), evils, scourges (v, 10), asps, lions, and dragons (v. 13): They 
seek to ensnare us with every troubling word (v. 3), These words are like arrows that try to pier wd 
soul with unnatural fears (v. 5), especially the fear of death. Their numbers are many (a thousati 
ten thousand, v. 7). 7 er : 

Success in this warfare is called salvation (v. 16), which comes through God and our hope in g 
God and I will hope in Him, v. 2). God is called the Most High (w. 1, 9), the God of heaven (V: 1), joni 
the Lord (w. 2, 9), He also commands His angels to help us (vv. 11, 12; see also Heb 1:14). His salva) 
described as help (v. 1), shelter (vv. 1, 14), protection, refuge (v. 2), freedom (v. 3), overshadowing © 
the shield of truth (v, 4), deliverance (v. 14), glorification (v. 15), and satisfaction (v. 16). , a and 

“Ps 90 is read at the Sixth Hour each day, along with 53 and 54. It is also read in Great COMP” 
in the funeral service. | | | 


: | 












2 He shall say to the Lord, “You are my 
protector and my refuge, 
My God; I will hope in Him; 
3 For He shall free me from the snare of 
the hunters, 
And from every, troubling word,’ 
4 He shall overshadow you with His 
shoulders, 
And under His wings you shall hope: 
His truth shall encircle you with a 
Shield. 
5 You shall not be frightened by fear at 
night, 
Nor from an arrow that flies by day, 

§ Nor by a thing moving in darkness, 
Nor by mishap and a demon of 

noonday. 

1 A thousand shall fall at your side 
And ten thousand at your right hand. 
Yet it shall not come near you: 

€ But you shall observe with your eyes. 
And you shall see the reward of 

sinners. 

’ For You, O Lord, are my hope: 

You made the Most High your 
refuge. 

0 Evils shall not come to you, 

And a scourge shall not draw near 
your dwelling; | 

1 For He shall command His angels 

concerning you, 
_ To keep you in all your ways; 
2 In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you strike your foot against a 








stone; | | 
3 You shall tread upon the asp and the 
basilisk, 
And you shall trample the lion and the 
| dragon. 
“ “For he hoped in Me, and I will deliver 
him; 
I will shelter him, because he knew 
My name. | 
5 He shall call upon Me, and I will hear 
him; 


I am with him in affliction, | 


tht 








PSALM 91:13 





And I will deliver and glorify him. 
të With length of days I will satisfy him, 
And show him My salvation.” 


Psalm 91 (92) 
‘A psalm of an ode; for the Sabbath day. 


t is good to give thanks to the Lord 
And to sing to Your name, O Most High, 
3 To proclaim Your mercy in the 
morning 
And Your truth at night, 
4 On the harp of ten strings, with an ode 
on the lyre. 
> For You make me glad, O Lord, with 
Your work, 

And I will greatly rejoice in the works 
| of Your hands. 

6 How magnificent are Your works, 
O Lord; : 

Your thoughts are exceedingly deep. 
|’ Aman without discernment shall not 
| know these things, 

And a senseless man shall not 
understand them. 
When sinners grow like grass, 
And all the workers of lawlessness 
have arrogant looks, 
It is so that they may be destroyed 
unto ages of ages. 
9 But You, O Lord, are Most High 
forever; 7 
t0- For behold, Your enemies shall perish, 
And all who work lawlessness shall be 
scattered abroad; 


| I! And my horn shall be exalted like the 


unicorn, | | 
And my old.age shall be blessed with 
| rich mercy; 
12 My eye looked upon my enemies, 
And my ear shall hear of evildoers 
who rise up against me. 
13 The righteous shall flourish like a 
palm tree; i 
He shall be multiplied like the cedar in 
Lebanon. 





31 Ps 91 concerns the Sabbath day (v. 1), which speaks of rest. In this psalm, the rest is that of the soul, 
The Lord offers us this kind of rest (Mt 11:28-30). What then is our part in achieving such rest? Our part 
5 to give thanks day and night for God's mercy and truth (vv. 2, 3), and to greatly rejoice in God's 
works in both creation and salvation (vv. 4-6). God the Father wrought these works by His two hands 
(v 5), that is, by His Son and His Spirit. | 

But who does not experience such rest of soul? People without discernment (v. 7), who work lawless- 
ness (vv, 9 10), What are the fruits of a soul at rest? Divine exaltation and rich mercy, especially in old 
age (v, 11); victory over enemies and evildoers (the devil and his angels, v. 12); and the flourishing, mul- 
Uplication, blossoming, increasing, and prospering of the virtues of righteousness in one’s life as one 
Jrows older (vv, 13-15), | 

“Verses 2, 3, 5 are sung as the First Antiphon (psalm sung responsively) on a regular Sunday. 





l4 


lb 


lFor the day before the Sabbath, when the 
earth was settled; the praise of an ode 


B3 


PSALM 91:14 


Those planted in the house of the 
Lord 

Shall blossom forth in the courts of 
our God; 

They shall still be increased in a rich 
old age, 

And shall be prospering 

So as to proclaim, “The Lord my God 
is upright, 

And there is no wrongdoing in Him.” 


Psalm 92 (93) 


by David. 


he Lord reigns; He clothed Himself 
with majesty; 

The Lord clothed and girded Himself 
with power; 

And He established the world, which 
shall not be moved. 

Your throne is prepared from of old: 

You are from everlasting. 

The rivers, O Lord; lift un; 

The rivers lift up their voices: 

Because of the voices cf their many 
waters, 

Marvelous are the billows of the sea; 

Wondrous is the Lord on high. 

Your testimonies are very much 
believed; 


== = 
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Holiness is proper to Your house, t 





O Lord, 


Unto length of days. 


Psalm 93 (94) 


'A psalm by David; for the fourth day of 


the week. 


| he Lord is the God of vengeance: 
The God of vengeance declares 


Himself boldly. 
Be exalted, O You who judge the 
earth; 
Render the arrogant their reward, 
How long will sinners, O Lord, 
How long will sinners boast, 
How long will they utter and speak 
wrongdoing, 
How long will all who work 
lawlessness speak? 
They humbled Your people, O Lord, 
And they maltreated Your inheritance; 
They killed the widow and the 
resident alien, 
And they murdered the orphans, 
And said, “The Lord will not see; 
Nor will the God of Jacob 
understand.” 
Now understand, all you without 
discernment among the people, 
And all you fools, at length be 
discerning. 





92 Ps 92 concerns the day before the Sabbath, when the earth was settled (v. 1). The Sabbath is Satur 
day, the seventh day of creation. The day before this is Friday, the sixth day of creation. On this sixth 
day, the Holy Trinity created numerous living creatures, but especially man himself ("when the earth 
was settled,” v. 1; see also Gn 1:25-27). God created man in His image and likeness. But man fell away | 
from God, and Ps 92 is about the renewal of this image and likeness. Thus, this psalm is the praise ota 
ode concerning this renewal (v. 1). | 


The Lord reigns .. . from of old; . . . from everlasting (vv. 1, 2). In His Incarnation (clothed and girded : 


Himself, v. 1), He prepared His throne in the hearts of the faithful (v. 2). At Pentecost, He sent the H 
Spirit (the rivers, vv, 3, 4; see also Jn 7:37-39) to renew us with the living waters of baptism. In thes® 
living waters the saints lift up their voices in praise of the Holy Trinity. They also believe the Lord's © 
monies (the Scriptures) and live in holiness, which things are proper to His house, the Church (v. 5). 


At every Great Vespers service (including the Feast of Theophany), v. 1 is sung. Ps 92 is also read I 
the Ninth Royal Hour of the Feast of Theophany. 
93 Ps 93 is a psalm for the fourth day of the week (v, 1), which is Wednesday, the fourth day of 
in Gn 1:14-19. On this day, God created the sun, the moon, and the stars to give light on the earth the 
an 


create! 
nand 


to rule over the day and the night. The sun speaks of Christ; the moon, of the Mother of God; à gN 
stars, of the Church (Php 2:15; Rev 12). The light of the sun, the moon, and the stars speaks of thè = 
given the fallen world by Christ through the Mother of God and the Church. This light enlightens > ~ 
fallen world concerning the eternal kingdom of God. 


However, evil people in the fallen world oppose and persecute Christ, the Mother of God, and the 


Church (wv, 5-7), Throughout Church history, many martyrs have suffered for the faith. Thus, the ques 
tion arises: “How long, O Lord, will this continue?” (see vv. 3, 4). The answer is, the God of vend® P 
(v. 1) will bring persecution to an end when He judges the fallen world in righteousness (vv. 974 tient 
also Acts 17:31), at which time He will repay their lawlessness to them (v. 23). Meantime, He's Pin bi 
with people, giving them the opportunity to turn to Christ and the Church in repentance and fa" 

fore the Great Day of Judgment (v. 15), 





<e 





9 He who planted the ear, shall He not 
hear? 
Or He who formed the eye, shall He 
not see? 
10 He who chastises the nations, shall He 
not reprove them, 
He who teaches man knowledge? 
11 The Lord knows the thoughts of men 
are vain. 
12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct, 
O Lord, 
And whom You teach from Your law, 
13 So You may give him rest from evil 
days, 
Until a pit is dug for the sinner. 
14 For the Lord will not reject His 
people, | 
And He will not forsake His 
inheritance 
5 Until righteousness returns to 
judgment, 
And all the upright in heart possess it. 
(Pause) | 


16 Who will rise up for me against 
evildoers, 
Or who will side with me against the 
workers of lawlessness? 
l Tf the Lord had not helped me, 
My soul would have almost sojourned 
in Hades. 
8 If I said, “My foot slipped,” 
Your mercy, O Lord, helped me. 
9 O Lord, according to the abundance 
of grief in my heart, 
Your encouragements consoled my 
soul. 
0 Shall a throne of lawlessness be 
present with You, 
A throne that frames trouble by an 
| ordinance? 
’L They shall hunt for the soul of a 
righteous man 
And shall condemn innocent blood, 


94 Ps 94 is an invitation to worship (come, wy. 1, 2, 6 


745 








PSALM 94:11 


2 And the Lord has become a place of 
refuge for me, 
And my God, the helper of my hope; 
23 And repay their lawlessness to them, 
And according to their wickedness, 
The Lord our God shall destroy them. 


Psalm 94 (95) 
The praise of an ode by David. 


ome, let us greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
Let us shout aloud to God our savior; 








|2 Let us come before His face with 


thanksgiving, 
And let us shout aloud to Him with 
psalms. 


|3 For the Lord is a great God, 


A great King over all the gods; 
4 For in His hand are the ends of the 
earth, 
And the heights of the mountains are 
His; 
5 For the sea is His, and He made it, 
And His hands formed the dry land. 
6 Come, let us worship and fall down 
before Him, | 
And let us weep before the Lord who 
made us; 3 
7 For He is our God, | 
And we are the people of His pasture 
And the sheep of His hand. 
Today, if you hear His voice, 
8 “Do not harden your hearts as in the 
Rebellion, 
During the day of testing in the 
desert, 


9 Where your fathers tempted Me: 


They tested Me, and saw My works. 


| '° For forty years I was treated with 


contempt by that generation, 
And I said, ‘They always go astray in 
their heart, 
_ And they do not know My ways’: 
'!_ So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” 





). This worship is called the praise of an ode (v. 1). 


An ode emphasizes great joy (v, 1), and praise is offered with thanksgiving (v. 2). The object of our wor- 
ship is the Lord (vy, 1, 3, 6), God (vv. 1, 3, 7), and the King (v. 3). This Lord, God, and King is God the Fa- 
ther, His hand is the Son, who holds the ends of the earth (v. 4) and the people and sheep of the Fa- 
ther's pasture (that is, the Church, v, 7). The Father created the world by His two hands, that is, by the 
50n and the Holy Spirit (v. 5). Therefore, Ps 94 is an invitation to worship the Father, the Son, and the 


Holy Spirit, 


But those who refuse this invitation will never fi 


nd rest for their souls (y. 11; see also Mt 11:27-30; 


j eb 3; 4), For those who hear this invitation (hear His voice, v. 7) but refuse it are like Israel during their 
orty-year wanderings in the desert (vv, 8-10). They hardened their hearts in rebellion by their own free 
will (v. 8), and we are warned not to harden our hearts (v, 8), | 

“Ps 94 is sung responsively in the Third Antiphon of the Divine Liturgy. 
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Psalm 95 (96) 12 Then the fields and everything in 






rp ther 
re SD TE shall rejoice; | 
When Wi Kii Kr ta iit the Then all the trees of the forest shay 
captivity; an ode by David. greatly rejoice 
h, sing a new song to the Lord, ‘5 Before the face of the Lord; for He jg 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth; coming, 
2 Sing to the Lord; bless His name; For He is coming to judge the earth, 
Proclaim His salvation from day to He shall judge the world in Ma 
day: righteousness, 
3 Declare His glory among the Gentiles, And the peoples with His truth, 
His wonders among all peoples. | | 
4 For the Lord is great, and is greatly to By eNO | 
be praised; 'By David; when His earth is restored 
Seat i rejoice; A ID 
5 For all the gods of the nations are Let the many islands be glad. 
demons, | 2 Clouds and darkness surround Him; 
But the Lord made the heavens; | Righteousness and judgment are the 
6 Thanksgiving and beauty are before | right ordering of His throne. 
Him; | EEMS |3 Fire shall go out before Him 
Holiness and majesty are in His holy | And burn up His enemies on every 
= i place. >La 2 [ side. ; i 
’ Bring to the Lord, O families of the |4 His lightning gave light to the world; 
Gentiles, The earth saw and was shaken. 


| 

Bring to the Lord glory and honor: | 5 The mountains melted like wax at the 

8 Bring to the Lord the glory of His name; | presence of the Lord, - 
Take up sacrifices and enter into His | At the presence of the Lord of all the 


courts; l earth. .- i 
9 Worship the Lord in His holy court; 6 The heavens proclaimed His 
Let all the earth be shaken before _righteousness; 
Him. All the peoples saw His glory. — 
10 Say among the Gentiles, “The Lordis |7 Let all who worship the carved imag 
King, be shamed, ane 
For He established the world, which All who boast in their idols; 
shall not be shaken. Worship Him, all you His angels. 
He shall judge the peoples with 8 Zion heard and was glad, 
uprightness.” | And the daughters of Judah greatly 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the rejoiced | fz 
earth greatly rejoice; _ Because of Your judgments, O Lord 
Let the sea be shaken and allits | ® For You are the Lord Most High 0vè 
fullness. all the earth, 





v 
1). The house isthe 
f he demons (v. 5 
hese former @ 
hteousn 


95 Ps 95 is a prophecy about the building of the house after the captivity (v. 
Church, which includes the Gentiles (w. 3, 5, 7, 10). The Gentiles were the captives of t 
The Lord (w. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13) is the Lord Jesus Christ, who freed the captives. Thes 
tives now worship Him (v. 9), and He will come again to judge the world and its gods in rig 
and truth (v. 13). eae uk) : Be : 
This psalm was composed and sung by King David when he placed the ark of God in the "s re vag 

he set up (1Ch 16). This ark was a type of the Mother of God with Christ in her womb. For t Ay sd 
conceived in her womb at the Annunciation for our salvation (Lk 1). Thus, v. 2b is sung as à kik the 

the First and Third Antiphons of the Divine Liturgy at the Feast of the Annunciation, celebrating © | 


freedom of the captives. pies: tut’ 
96 Ps 96 is a prophecy concerning the restoration of the earth (v. 1), when the Lord este points? 
to raise the dead and establish the world to come (Creed), Virtually everything in this E A RIRO i 
this restoration, which reveals Christ as the all-powerful Lord and universal Ruler kt pe destaj | 
8 9). Creation will be restored, the dead will be raised to see His glory, His enemies wi ‘ne should ove 
and the righteous will rejoice exceedingly (W. 1~9). In light of this coming restoration, y 

the Lord, hate evil, be glad, and give thanks (wv. 10-12). fl | | 
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He'shall judge the world'in 
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Exalted exceedingly over all t 


he gods. ; 


W You who love the Lord, hate evil: righteousness 
The AA a souls of His saints: And the peoples with uprightness. 
He shall deliver them from the ha f| EREE iS 
sinners. oe Psalm 98 (99) 
u Light dawned for the righteous LA psalm by David. 


And gladness for the upright in heart. 
2 Be glad in the Lord, O righteous ones, 
And give thanks at the remembrance 

of His holiness. 


he Lord reigns; let the peoples be © 
| angry; 
The Lord sits upon the cherubim; let 
the earth be shaken. | 


Psalm 97 (98) | 2 The Lord is greatin Zion, ` 
; And He is exalted above all the 
1A psalm by David. peoples: 
ing a new Song to the Lord, 3 Let them give thanks to Your great 
For He did wondrous things: CEL name; | 
His right hand and His holy arm For it is fearful and holy. 
Saved peoples for Him. t The King’s honor loves judgment; 


He revealed His righteousness in the You work judgment and righteousness 
sight of the Gentiles. in Jacob. 
3 He remembered His mercy to Jacob Exalt the Lord our God, 
And His truth to the house of Israel: And worship at the footstool of His 


gi 


2 The Lord made known His salvation; You prepare uprightness; 
| 
| 


All the ends of the earth saw the feet; 
salvation of our God. | ror He is holy. . 
* Shout aloud to God, all the earth; > |6 Moses and-Aaron are among His 
Sing and greatly rejoice, and sing priests, 
| psalms; And Samuelis among those who call 
5 Sing to the Lord ona lyre, Í - upon His name; asters] 
On a lyre and with the voice of a They called upon the Lord, and He 
psalm; | heard them; 
` With trumpets of metal and the sound |7 He spoke to them in a pillar of cloud: 
of a trumpet of horn, They kept His testimonies ? 
t Shout aloud before the Lord our King. And the ordinances He gave them. 
' Let the sea be shaken and itsfullness, |8 O Lord our God, You listened to them: 
l The world and those who dwell in it. O God, You were very merciful to 
The rivers shall clap their hands | them, ae 
together; | va While avenging all their ways of 
The mountains shall greatly rejoice; living. 
For He comes to judge the earth; 9 Exalt the Lord our God 


37 Ps 97 prophesies the first and second comings of Christ to save both Jews and Gentiles‘in His Church 

(W. 2, 3). This salvation will cause a new song (vv. 1, 4-6) to be sung to the Father (the Lord, v. 1). It 
sould be accomplished through the First Coming of Christ, who is called the Father's right hand and His 
oly arm (v. 1). He is also called the Father's salvation and righteousness (v. 2), and His mercy and truth 

ie a His Second Coming, He will come to judge the world in righteousness and uprightness 


WWVerses 2 and 3 are sung at the Feast of Christ's Presentation in the Temple, and other portions of 
A © psalm are sung on Palm Sunday. Both feasts emphasize the two comings of Christ. | 
fly 98 prophesies the enthronement of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Father's right hand to reign over 
hi ind both as God and Man. Man’s anger cannot alter this (v. 1). He also reigns over the angels, the 
inn est order of which is the cherubim (v. 1). However, before His enthronement, He humbled Himself 
10) ‘coming Man and going to the cross (Php 2:8). Now He is highly exalted (w. 2, 6, 9; see also Php 2:9, 
3d efore His Incarnation, He also reigned over Israel as their God (vv. 6-8). Now He is reigning both as 
roe Man at the Father’s right hand, and the Church worships at His footstool (v. 5), which is the 


cron US: this psalm is sung at the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and this feast identifies the 
5s as His footstool. | 1G PIR ae) | | P 
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And worship at His holy mountain; As for the evil man who turned awa, 
For the Lord our God is holy. from me, 
[did not know him. 

Psalm 99 (100) |5. He who secretly slanders his neighbor | 

LA psalm of thanksgiving. ne one | rae tet : 

| th an arrogant eye ; 
hout aloud to the Lord, all the earth; ” HOARE HIER Sare gant eye and 

ene e Oe Ee With this one I did not eat. 
Come before Him with great Joy. 6 My eyes-were on the faithful-of the =| 


3 Know this: the Lord, He is God; 
He made us, and not we ourselves; 
We are His people and the sheep of 
His pasture. 
4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving 
And into His courts with hymns; 
Give thanks to Him; praise His name; 
5 For the Lord is good; His mercy is 


earth, so they might dwell with 
me; : 
He who walks in a blameless way, this | 
one ministered to me. 
7 He who acts arrogantly did not dwell 
in the midst of my house; . 
He who speaks unjustly did not 
prosper before my eyes. 


everlasting, eee 0 | rou 
And His truth is from generation to 8 In the morning I slew all the sinners of 
generation. the earth, ALe DiE hale 
So as to destroy from the city of the 
Psalm 100 101) Lord all the workers of 


1A psalm by David. 


Lord, I will sing to You of mercy and 
judgment; 

I will sing and understand in a 
blameless way; | 

When will You come to me? | 


Psalm 101 (102) 


iA prayer by a poor man, when he was 
depressed and poured out his supplication 
before the Lord. 


lawlessness. 





I walked in the innocence of my heart | Lear my prayer, © Lord, 
in the midst of my house. | And let my cry come to You. 
3 J have not set any lawless thing before |? Do not turn Your face from mè; — 
my eyes; In the day when I am afflicted, incline 
I hated those who commit Your ear to me; 
transgressions; In the day when I call upon You, hea! 
4 A crooked heart shall not cleave to | | me quickly. | 
me; 4 For my days vanished like smoke, 














99 Ps 99 is a psalm of thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 1, 4). We thank Him for the privilege © 
serve Him with gladness and great joy (v. 2). We thank Him that He is our God, and that He created U 
and made us the sheep of His pasture (v. 3). We thank Him for His goodness, mercy, and truth (v. 5): 

This psalm is popular for devotional reading, but has no special liturgical use apart from its place" 
the weekly psalm cycle. ay } 
100 Ps 100 is simply called a psalm by David. It is a morning prayer, and the key to understanding ths 
psalm is the statement, O Lord, | will sing to You of mercy and judgment (v: 1): We need the Lord's 
mercy and judgment each morning that we might give Him glory all the day. The Lord’s mercy !$ His 
helping grace, and His judgment is His discernment, the crown of the virtues. We need both to fight 
against the devil and his angels, These enemies are identified as those who commit transgressions 
(v. 3), the evil man (v. 4), slanderers (v. 5), arrogant, insatiable, and unjust (vv. 5, 7), and the sinners 
the earth (v. 8). We need the Lord’s mercy and judgment to slay them each morning (v. 8). We 4° 
the saints (the faithful of the earth, v. 6) to intercede for us. _ Y 

WaThis psalm is read daily in the morning at the First Hour, along with Ps 5 and 89. the 
101 Ps 101 is about a a poor man, when he was depressed and poured out his supplication befor k 
Lord (v. 1). This Man is Jesus, who became!poor for our sakes and interceded with the Father for & 
salvation (see also 2Co 8:9; Heb 5:7). The Lord to whom He prays is the Father (v. 2), and w. J-té ais 
scribe Jesus’ extreme anguish for us (see also Mt 26:38). He also rose again for our salvation, for He 
the Lord over death (when You rise up, v. 14). He is the Creator of the world (vv. 26-28) see also y gh 
Heb 1:10-12), and He also created the Church (vv. 19, 23, 29), composed of Gentiles as well as wae” 

Verse 14 is quoted in the Divine Liturgy on Pascha morning before the reading of the Holy © 





And my bones burned up like 
firewood. 
5 | was cut down like grass, and my 
heart became withered, 
For I forgot to eat my bread. 
6 Because of the sound of my groaning, 
My bones cleaved to my flesh. | 





| have become like an owl in a ruined 
house; 
8 | kept watch, and have become 
_ Like a sparrow alone on a ‘housetop. 
9 My enemies reproached me all day 
long, 
And those who praised me swore 
against me. 
10 For I ate ashes like bread, 
And mixed my drink with weeping 
ll Because of the wrath of Your 
countenance and Your anger: 
For You lifted me up and broke me 
down. ui 
2? My days were far spent like a shadow. 
And I am withered like grass; 
3 But You, O Lord; remain forever. 
And Your remembrance is’ from 
generation to generation. 
l4 When You rise up, You shall have 
compassion on Zion, 
For it is time to have compassion on 
her, because the time is come; 
5 For Your servants took pleasure in her 
stones, 
And they shall have compassion for 
her dust. | 
‘6 And the Gentiles shall fear the name 
of the Lord, | 
And all the kings of the earth Your 
glory; : 
‘T For the Lord shall build Zion, 
And He shall be seen in His glory. 
'8 He regarded the prayer of the humble, 
And He did not despise their 
| supplication. 
‘9 Let this be written for another 
generation, | 
And the people who are created shall 
Wee praise the Lord; GLD 
“For He looked down from the height of 
His holy place; 





l | have become like a pelican in a desert; | 











The Lord looked upon the earth from 
heaven, 

21 ‘To hear the groaning of those bound, 
To set free the sons of the slain, 

42 To declare the Lord’s name in Zion, 
And His praise in Jerusalem, 

“3 When the peoples and the kingdoms 
Are gathered together to serve the 


PSALM 102:4 


Lord. 
24 He replied to Him in the way of 
strength, 
“Declare to me the fewness of my 
days; 
2 ‘Take me not away in the midst of my 
days; 
Your years are throughout all 
generations. 
2% In the beginning, O Lord, You founded 
the earth, 
And the heavens are the works of Your 
hands. 
47 They shall perish, but You shall 
remain, 
And all things shall grow old like a 
garment, © 
And like a cloak You shall change 
them, | | 


And they shall be changed; 


28 : But You are the same, and Your years 


Shall not fail. | 
2 The children of Your servants shall 
dwell there, 
And their seed shall be led to 
prosperity forever.” 


Psalm 102 (103) 
IBy David. 


less the Lord, O my soul, | 
And everything within me, bless His 
holy name. 
+ Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
And forget not all His rewards: 
4. Who is merciful to all your 
transgressions, 
Who heals all your diseases, 
1 Who redeems your life from 
corruption, 
Who crowns you with mercy and 
compassion, 








102 Ps 102 begins and ends with, Bless the Lord (vv. 1, 22), Verses 2-14, 19 give us many reasons why 
_ the Lord should be blessed, and vv. 15-21 explain who is to bless Him. Man is to bless Him (vv. 15-18), 
and His angels as well (vv. 20, 21), Man is to bless Him for His covenant (v. 18), and the angels, for the 
Privilege to be His ministers (v; 21). | l 
This psalm is the fifth of the six Matins psalms (3; 37; 62; 87; 102; 142). It is often used in the First 
Antiphon of the Divine Liturgy. Verses 20, 21 are also used on days when angels are honored in the 
urch, 


PSALM 102:5 | 





° Who satisfies your desire with gaa 
things; 
And your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s. 
6 The Lord shows mercies 
And judgment to all who are wronged. 
’ <- He made known His ways to Moses, 
The things He willed to the sons of 
Israel. 
8 The Lord is compassionate and 
merciful, 
Slow to anger, and abounding in 
mercy. 
9 He will not become angry to the end, 
Nor will He be wrathful forever; 
t0 He did not deal with us according to 
our sins, 
Nor reward us according to our 
transgressions; 
11 -For according to the height of heaven 
from earth, 
So the Lord reigns in mercy cverthose 
who fear Him; 
12 As far as the east is fram the west 
So He removes our transgressions 
from us. 
i3 As a father has compassion on his 
children, 
So the Lord has compassion on those 
who fear Him, 
l4 For He knows how He formed us: 
He remembers we are dust. 
t5 As for man, his days are like grass, 
As a flower of the field, so he 
flourishes; 
lë For the wind passes through it, and it 
shall not remain; 
And it shall no longer know its place. 
17 But the mercy of the Lord is from age 
to age upon those who fear Him, 
And His righteousness upon children's 
children, 
18 To such as keep His covenant 
And remember His commandments, to 
do them. 
19 The Lord prepared His throne in 
heaven, 
And His Kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the Lord, all you His angels, 
Mighty in strength, who do His word, 





103 Ps 103 opens and closes with, Bless the Lord, O m 














So : as to hear the voice of His word 
21 Bless the Lord, all you His hosts 
His ministers who do His will: 

22 Bless the Lord, all His works, 
In all places of His dominion: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 


Psalm 103 (104) 
IBy David. 





: B less the Lord, O my soul. 


O Lord my God, You are magnified 
exceedingly; 

You clothe Yourself with thanksgiving 
and majesty, 


2 Who cover Yourself with light as with 


| a garment, 

Who stretch out the heavens like a 
| curtain; 

|3 You are He who covers His upper 
chambers. with waters, 


| Who makes the clouds His means of ` 


approach, 
| Who walks on the wings of the winds, 
$ Who makes His angels spirits u7 
And His ministers a flame of fire.. 
|9 He established the earth on iS stable 
foundation; 





It shall not be moved unto ages of 
| ages. 
6 The deep like a garment is His 
covering; 
The waters shall stand upon the 
| mountains; . 
’ At Your rebuke they shall flee; 
At the sound of Your thunder, they 
shall be afraid. 
8 The mountains rise up, and the plains 
sink down 
To the place You founded for them. 


9 You set a boundary they shall not p 


over; 


Neither Shall they return to cover the | 


earth. he 
10 You are He who sends springs into 
valley; 
The waters shall pass between the 
mountains; 4 
They shall give drink to all the W! 
animals of the field; 


many reasons why the Lord is to be blessed. He is to be blessed because He is the lover of man, ° 


gels, and of creation. His care runs through all creation, which is filled with His goodness (v. 28). His 


visible creation fell into death and decay (return again to their dust, v. 29) however, He sent fort 


Spirit at Pentecost to renew man and creation (v. 30), 
This psalm is the great psalm of Vespers. Because of v. 30, this psalm is Sp used on the 


tecost. 





y soul (vv. 1, 35). Everything in between ai 


Day nr per 
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The wild asses shall quench their 

















25 There is this great and spacious sea: 


thirst; The creeping things are there without 
12 The birds of heaven shall dwell beside number; 
them; | The living things are there, both small 
They shall sing from the midst of the and great: | : 
rocks. 26 There the ships pass through; 


3 You are He who waters the mountains 
from His higher places; 
The earth shall be satisfied with the 
fruit of Your works. | 
14 You are He who causes grass to grow 


There is this dragon You formed to 
play therein. 
27 All things wait upon You, 
That You may give them food in due 


for the cattle, | la PEN ag 
And the green plant for the service of | ASSES ei to'them, they shall 


man, 
To bring forth bread from the earth: 
Is And wine gladdens the heart of man. 
To brighten his face with oil: 
And bread strengthens man’s heart. 
lë The trees of the plain. shall be full of 


When You open Your hand, all things 
shall be filled with Your goodness. 
29‘ But when You turn Your face away, 
they shall be troubled; 
When You take away their breath, they 
shall die . 


fruit, ; 
The cedars of Lebanon. which You ee And return again to their dust. 
planted: | 98 You shall send forth Your Spirit, and 
7 There the sparrows shall make their | - | they shall be created, 
nests: And You shall renew the face of the 


| earth. ` 
st [et-the glory of the Lord be forever: 
The Lord shall be glad in His works; 
3 He looks upon the earth and makes it 


The house of the neron takes the lead 
among them. | 
8 The high mountains are for the deer; 
The cliff is a refuge for the rabbits. 





3 He made the moon for seasons; tremble; 
The sun knows its setting. He touches the mountains, and they 
2 You established darkness, and it was smoke. 
night. | 33 | will sing to the Lord all my life; 
Wherein all the wild animals of the I will sing to my God as long as I exist; 
forest will prowl about; 34 May my words be pleasing to Him, 
‘| The young lions roar and snatch their And I shall be glad in the Lord. 
prey, : 35 May sinners cease from the earth, 
,. And seek their food from God. And the lawless, so as to be no more. 
4 The sun arises, and they are gathered Bless the Lord, O my soul. | 
together; | 
And they shall be put to bed in their Psalm 104 (105) 
dens. | ; 
‘Man shall go out to his work | . NON, Aletia. | 
And to his labor until evening. G” thanks to the Lord and call- upon 
^ O Lord, Your works shall be magnified His name; 
greatly: | Report His works among the Gentiles; 
You made all things in wisdom; ~ ¢ Sing to Him, and play a stringed 
The earth was filled with Your instrument to Him; 
creation. Describe all His wonderful works. 





104—106 Ps 104, 105, and 106 form a trilogy, each with the heading, Alleluia, which means “praise the 

Lord.” This heading emphasizes praising the Lord and giving Him thanks for His works of mercy 

(104:1-3; 105:1, 2; 106:1, 2). These works are traced in great detail from Abraham on, and are fulfilled 

In the coming of Christ to save mankind; He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from 
eir corruptions (106:20), The Father sent His Word, who crushed the gates of bronze and shattered 

the bars of iron (106:16), He trampled death by His death and Resurrection, bestowing life on those in 

the tombs (those sitting in the darkness and shadow of death, bound in poverty and fetters, 106:10; 

He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their chains to pieces, 106:14). 
The response of those who are wise and shall keep these things, and shall understand the mercies of 


the Lord (106:43) is “Alleluia.” 
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Praise His holy name; 
Let the heart of those who seek the 


Seek the Lord and be strengthened; 
Seek His face continually. | 
Remember the wonders He performed, 

Of His marvels and the judgments of 


O seed of Abraham, His servants, 
O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones. 
He is the Lord our God; 

His judgments are in all the earth. 
Remember His covenant forever, 
And His word He commanded for a 


Which He established with Abraham, 
And His oath with Isaac; 
And He established it as an ordinance 


And as an everlasting covenant with 
Saving, “I shall give you the land of 


As the portion of your inheritance.” 
When they were few in number, 
The smallest and sojourners in the 


And passed through from nation to 


From a kingdom to a different people, 
He allowed no man to wrong them; 
And He reproved kings on their . 


“Do not touch My anointed ones, 
And do not act wickedly towards My 


And He called a famine upon the land; 
He shattered all their provision of 


He sent a man before them; 

He sold Joseph into slavery. 

They humbled his feet with fetters; 
His soul passed into the iron 

Until his word came to pass; 

The revelation of the Lord tried him in 


The king, the ruler of the people, sent 


And he acquitted him. 

He made him lord of his house 
And ruler of all his domain, 

To instruct his rulers as himself 
And to teach his elders wisdom. 
And Israel came into Egypt, 

And Jacob sojourned in the land of 


He increased His people greatly, 


Lord be glad; | 49 





His mouth, 


thousand generations, 


with Jacob 
Israel, 


Canaan 


land, 


nation, 


behalf: 


prophets.” 


bread; 


the fire. 


and released him, 


Ham; 


ee 





To deal craftily with His servants, 





And made them stronger than thej, 
enemies. | 

He changed their heart to hate Hig 
people, 


He sent Moses His servant; 

He sent Aaron, whom He chose, | 

He put among them the words of Hi, _ 
signs | 

And of His wonders in the land of 
Ham. | 

He sent darkness, and it grew dark; 

And they rebelled against His words. 

He turned their waters into blood, 

And He killed their fish. 

Their land produced frogs 

In the chambers of their kings. 

He spoke and the dog-fly came, 

And gnats in all their borders. 

He gave them hail for rain; 

Fire burned up their land; 

And He smote their vineyards and 
their fig trees, 

And He shattered every tree in their 
domain. 3 

He spoke, and the locust came, 

And the caterpillar without number, 

And ate up all the grass in their land, 

And devoured the fruit of their land 

And He smote all the firstborn in thet | 
land, 

The firstling of all their labor. 

He led them out with silver and gold, 

And there was not among their tribes 
one who was feeble. 

Egypt was gladdened by their exodus, 

For fear of them fell upon them. 

He spread a cloud as a cover for the 

And a fire to give them light at nigh! 

They asked, and the quails came, 

And He filled them with the bread! 
heaven, | 

He split the rock, and the waters 
flowed; A 

The rivers ran in'the waterless plac 

For He remembered His holy W0 

Which He gave to His servant 
Abraham. l 

He brought out His people with 
exceeding joy, ss. 

And His chosen ones with gladne 

And He gave them the lands of th 








nations, ' ihe 
And they inherited the labors 0°" 
peoples, be 


So they might keep His ordina 
And seek out His law. 
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Psalm 105 (106) 
‘Alleluia. 


ive thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

Who shall tell the mighty deeds of the 
Lord, 

Who shall make all His praises heard? 

Blessed are those who keep His 
judgment, 

And do righteousness at all times. 

Remember us, O Lord, because of the 
goodwill of Your people; 

Visit us with Your salvation, 

So as to see it in the goodness of Your 
chosen ones; 

So as to be glad with the joy of Your 
nation, 


So as to praise You in the midst of Your 


inheritance. 

We sinned with our fathers; 

We committed lawlessness; we acted 
wrongfully. 

Our fathers did not understand Your 
wonders in Egypt; 

They did not remember the mu!titude 
of Your mercy, 

But rebelled when they went up to the 
Red Sea. 

But He saved them because of His 
name, 

So they might know His power; 

And He rebuked the Red Sea, and it 
was dried up; 

And He led them in the sea as though 
it were a desert. 

He saved them from the hands of 
those who hated them, 

And redeemed them from the hand of 
the enemy; | 

So the water covered those who 
afflicted them; 

There was not one left among them. 

Then they believed His words 

And sang His praise. 


? They were quick to forget His works; 


They did not wait for His counsel, 

And they desired exceedingly in the 
desert, 

And tempted God in a waterless place. 

So He gave them their request 

And fully satisfied their souls. 


ey also angered Moses in the camp, | 


And Aaron the holy one of the Lord; 


The earth was opened and swallowed 


Dathan, i | 
And buried the assembly of Abiram; 








PSALM 105:38 


A fire kindled in their assembly; 

The flame burned up the sinners. 

They made a calf in Horeb, 

And bowed down and worshiped the 
graven image; 

Thus they changed their glory 

Into the likeness of a calf that eats 
grass. 

They forgot the God who saved them, 

Who did great things in Egypt, 

And marvelous things in the land of 
Ham, 

Fearful things at the Red Sea. 

And He said He would destroy them 

Had not Moses His chosen one 

Stood among them in the destruction 
before Him, | 

To turn away His wrath so as not to 
destroy them. 

Then they despised the desired land; 

They did not believe His word, 

But murmured in their tents; 

They did not listen to the Lord’s voice. 

So fle raised His hand against them, 

To overthrow them in the desert; 

And io overthrow their seed among 
the nations; ji 

And to scatter them among the 
countries. 

They were consecrated to Baal-Peor, 

And ate sacrifices of the dead; 

So tħey provoked Him with their ways 
of living, 

And destruction multiplied among 
them. - 

Then Phinehas stood among them and 
made atonement, | 

And the destruction ceased; 

And it was reckoned as righteousness 
to him 

From generation to generation forever. 

They also provoked Him to anger at 
the water of Rebellion, 

And Moses was afflicted because of 
them; 

For they embittered his spirit, 

And he spoke offensively with his lips; 

They did not destroy the nations the 
Lord said to destroy, 

But mingled with the nations 

And learned their works; 

And they served their graven images, 

And this became a snare for them; 

They also sacrificed their sons 

And their daughters to demons, 

And shed innocent blood, 

The blood of their sons and daughters, 
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Whom they sacrificed to the graven 
images of Canaan; 

So the land was polluted with their 
blood; 

It was also defiled by their works; 

Thus they acted unfaithfully in their 

ways of living. 


And the Lord was very angry with His 


people, 
And He abhorred His intieritance 
Then He delivered them into the 
hands of the nations, 


And those who hated them ruled over 


them. 

Their enemies alse afflicted them, 

And they were humbled under their 
hands. 

He delivered them: many times, 

But they rebelled against Him with 
their:counsel, 

And were humbled by their 
transgressions. 

And He saw them in their afflictions; 

He listened to their supolications, 

And He remembered’ His covenant, 

And felt regret according to the 
multitude of His mercy: 

So He aroused compassion for them 

Among all who made tuem captives. 

Save us, O Lord our God, 

And gather us from the nations, 

So we may give thanks to Your holy 
name, 

And boast in Your praise. 

Bless the Lord God of Israel from 
everlasting to everlasting. 

And all the people shall say, “Amen! 
Amen!” 


Psalm 106 (107) 


'Alleluia. 


ive thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 


For His mercy endures forever. 
Let those redeemed by the Lord say 
So, 


Whom He redeemed from the hand of 


the enemy. 

He gathered them from the 
countries, , 

From the east and the west and the 
north andthe south, ~~ 


They were led astray in the desert, ina 


place without water; 

They did not find a road to an 
inhabited city; 

While hungering and thirsting, 


Their soul fainted in them; 
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And delivered them from their | E 


2 And let them offer a sacrifice © 
And let them proclaim His vorat” 














And they cried out to the Lord in thej 
affliction, el 

And He delivered them from their 
distresses; 

And He led them in a straight path, 

So they might go to a city of | 
habitation. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for 
His mercies | 

And His wonders to the sons of men; 

For He fed the empty soul ~ 

And filled the hungry soul with good 
things, 

Those sitting in the darkness and 
shadow of death, 

Bound in poverty and fetters; — 

For they rebelled against the teachings 
of God 

And provoked the counsel of the Mos 
High; 

Thus their heart was humbled by 
troubles; 

They were weak, and there was no one 
to help them; 

Then they cried out to the Lord in 
their afflictions, Ea Xe 

And He saved them from their 
distresses; us 

And He brought them süt of darkness 
and the shadow of death, ~ 

And broke their chains to pieces. 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for 
His mercies, 

His wonders to the sons of men; 

For He crushed the gates of bronze 

And shattered the bars of iron. _ 

He helped them out of their lawless 
ways, s 

For they were humbled becas 
their transgressions. ees 

Their soul abhorred all manner of 
food, ! h 

And they drew near the gates of deal! 

Then they cried to the Lord in their 
afflictions, a 

And He saved them from their 

` distresses; 
He sent His Word anid healed theni 


ai | 
i 
H 


corruptions. or 
Let them give thanks to the Lord 
His mercies 
And His wonders to the sons a 


praise; | 


exceeding joy. 






a a A 





30 


34 


d9 





Those who go down to the:sea in , 


ships, 

Who do business in many waters, 

These see the works of the Lord 

And His wonders in the deep: 

He spoke, and a stormy wind arose, 

And its waves were lifted ‘up; 

They mount up tothe heavens 

And descend into the deep; 

Their soul is consumed with evils: 

They were troubled; they were shaken 
like one drunk with wine, 

And all their wisdom was consumed: 

Then they cried to the Lord in:their 
affliction, 

And He brought them out of their 
distresses. 

He also commanded the storm, and it 
became a breeze, 

And its waves were still; 

Then they were glad, for they were 
Silent, 

And He guided them to the haveii of 
their desire: 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for 
His mercies 

And His wonders to the sons of men; 

Let them exalt Him in the assembly of 
the people 

And praise Him in the seat of the 
elders. 

He turned rivers into a desert 

And streams of water into dry ground, 

A fruitful land into salt water, 

Because of the evils of those living 
there. 

He turned the desert into pools of 
water, 

And a land without water into streams 
of water; 


Then He caused the hungry to dwell 


there 
And established a city for habitation; 
They sowed fields and planted 
vineyards, 
And produced much fruit; 
So He blessed them, and they were 
multiplied exceedingly, | 
And their cattle did not diminish, 
But they were diminished and 
maltreated ) 
By the affliction of evils and pain, 
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107 Ps 107 is a prophecy FAAEE the ascension and enthranement of Christ at the Father's right | 
hand (Be exalted above the heavens, O God, v. 6; | shall be exalted, v. 8). From this enthronement He is 
NOW singing to the Father in the midst of His Church (vv. 2-4), 


QVerse 6 is used on Ascension Day, and is also said by the priest after Holy Communion is aned | 
i 
| 


PSALM 107:12 


Contempt was poured out on princes, 

And:He made them wander in an 
impassible place, where there was 
no road. 

Yet He helped the poor man out of his 
poverty, 

And made his families like a flock. 

The righteous shall see this and be 
glad, 

And all lawlessness shall stop its 
mouth. | 

Who is wise and shall keep these 
things, 

And shall understand rhe mercies of 
the Lord? 


Psalm 107 (108) 
“lThe ode of a psalm; by David. 


M heart is ready, O God, my heart is 
i 


ready; 
' will sing and give praise in- my ear 

Awaken, lute and harp; =- 

i Shail awaken early in the morning. 

{-will give thanks.to You among the 
peoples, O Lord, i 

And- I will sing to You among the— 
Gentiles; 

For great is Your mercy above the 
heavens, 

And Your truth even to the clouds. 

Be exalted above the heavens, O God, 

And Your glory above all the earth. 

That Your beloved ones may be 
delivered, 

Save with Your right hand, and hear me. 

God spoke in His place, 


“I shall be exalted, and I will divide 


Shechem, | 
And measure out the valley of tents; 
Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; 
And Ephraim is the SRD AID of My 
head; . | | 
Judah is My king, . ny | 
Moab is the cauldron of My hope; 
I will stretch out My shoe over Edom; 
Foreign tribes were subjected to Me.” 
Who will bring me into a fortified city? 
Who will lead me as far as Edom? 


2 Will not You, O God, who drove us 


away? } 
And will You not go out with our | 
armies, O God? 
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2 


is quoted in Acts 1:20 as referring to Judas, who loved cursing and rejected blessing (v. 17): 
Christ and rejected His blessing. This was the ultimate betrayal, described especially in vv. 
Father raised His Son from the dead, and He now leads the Church in praise of the 


PSALM 107:13 


Give us help from affliction, 

For the salvation of man is worthless. 
In God we shall do a mighty thing, 
And He shall despise our enemies. 


Psalm 108 (109) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David. 


God, do not pass over my praise in 
silence, 

For the mouth of the sinner and the 
mouth of the deceitful man 
opened against me; 

They spoke against me with a 
deceitful tongue; 

And they surrounded me with words 
of hatred, 

And warred against me without cause. 

Instead of loving me, they falsely 
accused me, 

But I continued to pray: 

So they repaid me evil for good, 

And hatred for my love. 

Set a sinner over him, 

And let the devil stand at his right 
hand. 

And when he is judged, may he ¢o 
forth condemned, 

And let his prayer become sin. 

Let his days be very few, 

And may a different man receive his 
office; 

Let his children be fatherless 

And his wife a widow; 

Let his children wander about and be 
beggars; 

Let them be cast out of their houses. 

Let the creditor search out whatever 
possessions he has; 

Let strangers plunder his labors: 

Let there be no helper for him, 

Nor a compassionate one for his 
fatherless children; 

Let his children be utterly destroyed; 

In a single generation, let his name be 
blotted out. 

May the lawlessness of his fathers be 
remembered before the Lord, 
And may the sin of his mother not be 

blotted out; 


(vv. 30, 31). 


Ps 108 is prayed at the Third Royal Hour on Great and Holy Friday. 
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108 Ps 108 is for the End (v. 1), who is Christ Himself. It speaks of the unbelieving Judas, who 
Him to the unbelieving Jews. Judas the son of perdition is lost (In 17:12), fulfilling this Scriptul 


mercy, 


Let them be continually before the Lorg 

And may the remembrance of them 
utterly destroyed from the earth” 

Because he did not remember to show 






But persecuted a poor and needy i 
And one pierced to the heart, that he 


might kill him. 


And he loved cursing, and it came to 


him, 


And he did not desire blessing, so jt 


shall be far from him. 


So he clothed himself with cursing likę 


a garment, 
And it entered like water into his 
And like oil into his bones; 


bowes| 


| 


Let it be for him like a garment that 


clothes him, 
And like a belt that girds him 
continually. 


This is the work of those who falsely 


accuse me before the Lord, 


And of those who speak evil things 


against my soul. 
But You, O Lord, O Lord, deal 


mercifully with me for Your 


| name’s sake, 
For Your mercy is good. 


Save me, for I am poor and needy, 
And my heart is troubled within me. 
I was removed like a shadow when! 


declines; 


I was shaken off like the locusts. 


My knees were weak from fasting, A 
And my flesh was changed because 


the oil. 


And I became an object of reproat 


them; 


| 


ho 


They saw me; they shook their heads 


Help me, O Lord my God; 


Save me according to Your mercy 4 
Then let them know this is Your ha? 


And You, O Lord, did this, 
They themselves shall curse, 
Shall bless; 


but You 


Let those who rise up against me 


put to shame, 
But let Your servant be glad. 
Let those who falsely accuse ™ 
clothed with shame, 


j, He 
6-19. 


e be 





pm 


cursed 


put" 


Blessed Tin) 





| 








dishonor like a double Cloak. 
30 Iwill give thanks to the Lord 
abundantly with my mouth, 
And in the midst of many I will praise 
Him, 
31 Because He stood at the right hand of 
a poor man, 
To save me from those who persecute 
my soul. 


Psalm 109 (110) 
1A psalm by David. 
Ip Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My 
right hand, 
Until I make Your-enemies the 
footstool of Your feet.” 
The Lord shall send forth the rod of 
Your power from Zion, 


ho 


And rule in the midst of Your enemies. 
* With You is the beginning in the day of | 


Your power, 
In the brightness of Your saints: 
“I have begotten You fror the womh 
before the morning star. 
1 -The Lord swore and will not repent, 
“You are a priest forever according to 
the order of Melchizedek.” 
> The Lord at Your right hand crushed 
Kings in the day of His wrath: 
° He shall judge among the nations: He 
shall fill them with dead bodies: 
He shall crush the heads of many on 
earth. 
' He shall drink from the brook on the 
Way; 


Therefore, He shall raise His head high. 


SE ELS 
And let them be covered with their 
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| 


Psalm 110 (111) 


"Alleluia, 





I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my 


whole heart, 

In the council of the upright and in the 
assembly. 

Great are the works of the Lord. 

Sought out in all things with regard to 
His will; 

Thanksgiving and majesty are His work, 

And His righteousness continues unto 

“ages of ages. | 

He made a remembrance of His 
wonders: 

The Lord is merciful and 
compassionate; 

He gave food to those who fear Him: 

He shall remember His covenant 
forever. 

He declared the strength of His works 
to His people, Gt 

So as to give them the inheritance of 
the nations. 

The works of His hands are truth and 
judgment: Air 

Faithful are all His commandments, 


“Established unto ages of ages, 


Made in truth and uprightness. 
He sent redemption to His people; 
He commanded His covenant forever: 
Holy and fearful is His name’ 
The beginning of wisdom is the fear of 
the Lord; | 
A good understanding is in all who 
~~ practice it. 
His praise continues unto ages of ages. 


109 Ps 109 is a prophecy concerning the Melchizedek Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ, which 


explains the true meaning of the Nativity. In Gn 14:18-20, 


Melchizedek is called the king of Salem and 


Priest of the Most High God (see also Heb 7:1). His priesthood was not based on genealogy (Heb 7:3). It 
was based on himself alone, for no one preceded him in priesthood, nor succeeded him (Heb 7:8). On 
this basis he was a type of Christ, whose priesthood is based in His endless life, for He rose again from 


the dead (Heb 7:16). 


The Lord [the Father] said to my Lord [Christ], “Sit at My right hand” (v. 1). For Christ is not only Man, 
but also the Lord God, coequal and one in nature with the Father. For He is begotten from the Father 
before all time (before the morning star, v. 3), and is therefore His eternal Son (v. 3: see also Creed). He 


s the Son of David according to the flesh (Mt 1:1) 


vinity (see also Mt 22:41-45). 


At the Father's right hand, this Melchizedek Priest 


V. 


, but He is also the Lord of David according to His di- 


rules and reigns over all things, including His ene- 
mies (vy, 1, 2, 5-7), and leads His Church in heavenly worship of the Blessed Trinity (v. 3). 

“Verse 3 is used throughout the services of the Nativity season. 
110 Ps 110 has the heading, Alleluia (v. 1), which emphasizes praise and thanksgiving to the Lord with 
He's whole heart (w. 1, 3, 10). The Church (the assembly, v. 1) praises and thanks Him for all His works 
W. 2, 3, 6, 7), especially those related to His eternal covenant (vv. 5, 9). The beginning of wisdom is the 


ear of the Lord because of all His works. Those who practice this fear have a good understanding 
10) and therefore will offer continual praise to God, 


[Verse 9 is used as a Communion hymn in the Divine Liturgy on Nativity. » 
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Psalm 111 (112) He shall gnash his teeth, and be- 
\Alleluia conn 
tH The desire of sinners shall perish 
lessed is the man who fears the Lord; Psalm 112 (113). 
He will delight exceedingly in His stent (113) _ 
commandments; Alleluia. 
tis seed shall be mighty on earth; Myraise the Lord. O min Rie, 
The generation of the upright shall be ai He he oe dia Tea | 
blessed; 2 mF | Pot | 
3 Glory and riches shall be in his house, EE osecin rE ora 
And his righteousness continues unto aged | 0 the 
ages of ages. 3 T finire o 
‘For the upright, light springs up in ia Ite a a i 
oe darkness, l Praise the name of the Lord. 
or he is merciful, compassionate, and | , The Lord is high above all the nations 
righteous. © sah raed pone va 
3 A good man is compassionate and 5 S he ta desGaae 
lends; 1 . : 
stad, Soe re Who dwells in the highest, 
He will manage his words with 6 And who looks upon the humble 
judgment, | things | i An 


6- For he shall be unshaken forever; 
A righteous man shall be iff ESE ; 
8 2 us en z UDE leant / He raises the poor man from the earth 
everlasting remembrance. And lifts up the poor from the dunghi 
He shall not be airaid because of an | ey ; unghils 
ar ae Ae eu OE aT ats z as to Te him with rulers, 
His heart is prepared to:hope in the | 9 E E aa a a iene 
Lord. | i r of chi 
8 His heart is established: he is not afraid | To be a joyful mother of Saline 
As he surveys his eneinies. Psalm 113 (114, 115) ~ 
3 He dispersed; he gave to the poor: 


In heaven and on earth? 


a 





His righteousness continues unto ages | | Alleluia. | 
of ages; n the exodus of Israel from Egypt, | 
His horn shall be exalted with glory. The house of Jacob from a foreign | 
10 The sinner shall see this; and be people, 
angry; no / 2 Judah became His sanctuary, © 


111 Ps 111 is another Alleluia or praise psalm (v. 1) that blesses the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. Hè 
is the Man who is blessed. His seed, the generation of the upright, and his house refer to the Church. 
(vv. 2, 3). He gives the gift of his righteousness to the Church (v. 3) and teaches the Church by examp 
how, to live in this righteousness (vv..1, 4, 9), But the sinner, the devil, is angry with Christ and His 
Church; therefore, the desire of this sinner and the desire of sinners like him shall perish (v. 10). 
This psalm is the most popular song in the Church for use on days of the commemoration of sain — 
Verses 6b and 7a make up the Communion Hymn for most saints’ days. | | 
112 Ps 112 is an Alleluia psalm that continually praises the risen, ascended, and enthroned Lord - alll 
(vv. 1-3). Verses 4-9 give a series of reasons He is to be praised and blessed: (1) He is high above age | 
nations, and His glory is above the heavens (v,,4); (2) All created things in heaven and earth are hun 
compared to Him. (wv, 5, 6); (3) He exalts the poor in spirit (w. 7, 8); and (4) He is establishing His C 
and her children (v. 9). e l 
“Verse 2 is sung at the close of the Divine Liturgy. | 
113 Ps 113 speaks of Israel's history in their exodus from Egypt across the Red Sea and the Jo! 
into the promised land (w. 1-11). The lifeless idols of the nations in this land could neither will nor gani 
anything to stop Israel (vv. 12-16). By contrast, the believers in Israel were those who feared the Let ) 
hoped in Him (w. 17-26). Therefore, the history of believing Israel was the history of their salvane sis 
More importantly, Israel's exodus from Egypt and crossing the Jordan River speak of Christ's Bap hè 
and our subsequent Christian baptism. For Christian baptism is Christ's Baptism. He was baptiz a: set 
Jordan River for our sake. He was also the rock from which we drink the waters of salvation (v. 9 


also 1Co 10;1-11). 
This psalm is used 













rdan Rive! 


in the celebration of the Feast of Theophany, and at other feasts as well. 


_PSALM 114:9 
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And Israel His authority. 

The sea saw them and fled, 

The Jordan turned back; 

The mountains skipped like rams, 

The hills like flocks of lambs. 

What is it to you, O sea, that you fled, 

And to you, O Jordan, that you turned 
back? 

What is it to you, O mountains; that 
you skipped like rams, 

And you, O hills, like flocks of lambs? 

The earth shook because of ae Lord’s 
face, 

Because of the face of Jacob’s God, 

When He turned the rock into pools of | 
waters 

And flinty ground into fountains of 
waters. 

Not to_us, O Lord, not to us, 25 

But to Your name give glory, 

For Your mercy and Your truth, | 

Lest the nations say. | 26 


20 


| 21 





“Where is their God?” | 


Our God is in heaven above: 7 

And both'in heaven and on earth | 

All things whatsoever He wills, He | 
does. 

The idols of the naticns are s 
gold, 

The work of men’s hands: : 

They have a mouth, but they shall not |< 
speak; | 

They have eyes, but they shall not see; 

They have ears, but they shall not 
hear; 

They have noses, but they shall not 
smell: | 

They have hands, but they shall not __|° 
feel; 

They have feet, but they shall not 6 
¿=+ Walk; 
They shall make no sound with their: 

throats. 
May those who make them become 
like them, 
And all who trust in them. 8 
The house of Israel hoped in the Lord; 
He is their help and their protector. 
The house of Aaron hoped in the Lord; -|3 
He is their help and their protector. 


3 


4 


= =] 


| Those Whiol feared the Lord hoped in 


the Lord; 

He is their help and their protector. 

The Lord remembered us and blessed 
us; 

He blessed the house of Israel; 

He blessed the house of Aaron; 

He blessed those who feared the 
Lord, 

The least with the greatest. 

May the Lord increase you, 

Both you and your children; — 

You are blessed by the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

The heaven of heaven belongs to the 
Lord, 

But He gave the earth to the sons of 
men. 

The dead shall not praise You, O Lord, 

Neither do all who descend into 
Hades; 

But we who live shall bless the Lord, 

From this present time and unto the 
ages. 


Psalm 114 (116:1-9) 
lA lleluia. 


' have loved, because the Lord 
Shall hear the voice of my supplication; 


For He inclined-His ear. to me, 
And in my days I shall call upon Him. 
The pains of death surrounded me; 
The dangers of Hades found me; 
I found affliction and grief. 
Then I called upon the Lord’s name, 
“O Lord; save my soul.” 
~The Lord is merciful and righteous, 
And our God has mercy. 
The Lord is He who watches over. 
children; , 
I was humbled, and He saved me. 
Return, O my soul, to your rest, 
Because the Lord showed you 
kindness; 
For He delivered my soul iom death, 
-My eyes from tears, | | 
-And my feet from slipping. 
I shall be well pleasing before the 
Lord in the land of the living. 


114 Ps 114 speaks of the person who loves the Lord because the Lord loves him by hearing his prayers 
(V..1; see also. 1Jn 4:19). The love of God matures.in this believer through (1) answers to prayer (vv. 1, 2): 


2) deliverance from the fear of death and the dangers of Hades (vv: 3-5); (3) humility and rest in the 
ord (wv. 6, 7); and.(4) looking for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come 
(W. 8, 9; see also Creed). 
OThis psalm is used on Palm Sunday with reference to the ST anOn of Lazarus the day before His 
'€surrection forecasts the resurrection of us all. | | 
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“Every man is a liar.” 


PSALM II5:1 


Psalm 115 (116:10-19) 
Alleluia. 


believed; therefore, | spoke; 
I was greatly humbled. 


I said in my ecstasy, | 
What shall I give back to the Lord 
For all He rendered to me? 
I will take up the cup of salvation, 
And call upon the name of the Lord. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord 
Is the death of His holy ones. 
O Lord, I am Your servant; 
I am Your servant and the son of Your 
handmaid. 
You broke apart my bonds; 
I will offer a sacrifice of praise; 
I shall pay my vows to the Lord 
In the presence of all His people, 
In the courts of the Lord’s house, 
In your midst, O Jerusalem, 
Psalm 116 (117) 
Alleluia. 
raise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
Praise Him, all you peoples, 
For His mercy rules ‘over us; 
And the truth. of the Lord endures 
forever. 
Psalm 117 (118) 


!Alleluia. 


ive thanks to the Lord, for He is good: 


For His mercy endures forever. 


: 
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Let the house of Israel say that 
good, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

Let the house of Aaron say that 
good, 

For His mercy endures forever, 

Let all who fear the Lord say that He 
is good, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

In affliction I called upon the Lord, 

And He heard me in a broad place 

The Lord is my helper; 

I shall not be afraid of what man will _ 
do tome. — aM 

The Lord is my helper; 

I shall look upon my enemies. 

It is good to trust in the Lord 

Rather than to trust in man; 

It is good to hope in the Lord 

Rather than to hope in rulers. 

All the nations surrounded me, _ 

But in the name of the Lord I defended 
myself against them; — 

They circled and surrounded me, 

But in the name of the Lord I defendei 
myself against them; 

They surrounded me like bees around 
a honeycomb, hi 

And they were inflamed like fire ina 
thorn bush; | 

But in the name of the Lord I defended 

-- myself against them. 
I was shoved and disheartened, that! 
might fall, | 


He i | 


He ig 





115 Ps 115 speaks about “the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come” (Creed). 


| 
| 


St. Paul interprets the psalm in this manner in 2Co 4:13-18. The psalmist recognizes the futility of this 
life (every man is a liar, v. 2). But by the vision (ecstasy, v. 2) of faith, we wait for the resurrection of 
dead and our future life in the kingdom of God. Our faith is the reason the death of His holy ones» 
precious to God (v. 5). The bonds (v. 6) of death are broken apart by our resurrection, and we will one 
a sacrifice of praise (v. 7) in the world to come (O Jerusalem, v. 9). By way of foretaste, we now take UP 
the cup of salvation (v. 4) in the Eucharist, and offer it as a sacrifice of praise (v. 7) to God. 


Mother of God and of the saints. 


| 
116 Ps 116 is the shortest of all the psalms. It is quoted by St. Paul in Rom 15:11 to show that the e | 
tiles are included in the promises made to Israel (Rom 15:8). It also reveals that our salvation i$ based!” 
the Lord's mercy and truth. God’s mercy rules over those who walk by faith, and His truth is the 4 


stance of faith that endures forever (v. 2) in them. 
This psalm is used liturgically each day at Vespers. 


MThis psalm is one of several Communion hymns in the Eucharist. Verse 5 is sung at the feasts of the 


117 Ps 117 sets forth the theme, Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures ad : 
(vv. 1-4, 29). Verses 5-28 are rich in teaching and give many reasons we are to give thanks to the L he 
Jesus Christ for the salvation He provided us through His sufferings, death, and Resurrection (V 28), 
following verses are some of the reasons for thanksgiving: (1) v. 6 (quoted in Heb 13:6) emphasiz i) 
liverance from the fear of man; (2) vv. 22, 23 (quoted in Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10, 11; Lk 20:17; Acts ® oft 
show the Lord becoming the Chief Cornerstone of the Church; (3) v. 24 reveals the exceeding be aw | 
Resurrection; and (4) wy, 25, 26 (quoted in Mt 21:9; Mk 11:9; Lk 19:38) refer to the original Palm 0" 
This psalm is rich in the liturgical usage of the Church. For example, v. 24 is sung on Paschai We 
26a are sung on Palm Sunday; and wv. 26, 27a are sung daily at Orthros. | 








I will give thanks to You, for You heard 
me; 
And You became my Salvation. 
29 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; 


761 __ PSALM 18:13 








But the Lord took hold of me. 
l4 The Lord is my strength and my song, 
And He became my salvation. 
5 The sound of exceeding joy and 
Salvation is in the tents of the 











righteous; For His mercy endures forever. 
The right hand of the Lord worked its | 
power: Psalm 118 (119) 


lA lleluia. 


lessed are the blameless in the way 
Who walk in the law of the Lord. 
|2 Blessed are those who search out His 


të The right hand of the Lord exalted me: | 
The right hand of the Lord worked its | 
power. 
i7- | shall not die, but live, 
And tell of the Lord’s works: 





i8 The Lord chastened and corrected me, testimonies, al te 
But He did not give me up to death. They shall search for Him with their 
19 Open the gates of righteousness to jron e WOO Ss peta py abin ton 
me; SS | 
I will enter therein and give thanks to i Do not walk in His ways. _ 3 
the Lord. You commanded us regarding Your 


20 This is the gate of the Lord; | _ commandments, | 
The righteous shall go in through it. | | That we should be very diligent to 
21 I will give thanks to You; for You heard _ keep them, 
me, l Would that my ways were led, 


And You became my salvation. That I might keep Your ordinances. 
5 Then | would not be ashamed 


2 The stone the builders rejected; 7 | aay | 
the same became the head of the When I regard all Your 


corner; commandments. ) 
23 And this came about from the Lord. i7 Iwill give thanks to You, O Lord, with 
And it is wonderful in our eyes. an upright heart, 
24 This is the day the Lord made; | When I learn the judgments of Your 
Let us greatly rejoice;and be glad righteousness... 
therein. 8 [shall keep Your ordinances; 
25 QO Lord, save us now; Do not utterly forsake me. | 
O Lord, prosper us now. | 
2 Blessed is he who comes inthe name |”. How shall a young man keep his way 
of the Lord; | straight? 
We blessed you from the house of the When he keeps Your words. 
Lord. | l0 | searched for You with my whole 
27 God is the Lord, and He revealed heart; | 
Himself to us: : Do not drive me away from Your 
Appoint a feast for yourselves, decked commandments. | 
with branches, l | hid Your teachings in my heart 
Even to the horns of the altar. So as not to sin against You. 


28 You are my God, and | will give thanks | '? Blessed are You, O Lord; 
to You; Teach me Your ordinances. 


You are my God, and I shall exalt You; |!’ With my lips I declared 





118 Ps 118 is the longest of all the psalms, and its headings are the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, The 
key to its understanding is vv. 1 and 2, for they explain who are the blessed people, These people are 
those who are blameless; who walk in the law of the Lord; who search out His testimonies; and who 
search for Him with their whole heart. The statements describe a dynamic spiritual life and set the stage 
for progressing through all the truths revealed in wv, 3-176; that with God's help and by continual re- 
pentance, a blameless walk with Him is possible. This blameless walk is the way for one to prepare for 
the day of his death. Christ Himself lived and died this way; and through Him, we who believe are to 
live and die in this way also, 

This psalm is prayed in its entirety at the Lamentations of Orthros on Great and Holy Saturday, 
when the Church assembles around the tomb of Christ. Further, this psalm is the core of the Church's 
funeral service. i | 
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All the judements of Your ur mouth, 


I delight in the way of Your testimonies | 


As much as in all riches. 

I shall meditate on Your 
commandments, 

And I shall understand Your ways. 

I shall meditate on Your ordinances; 

I shall not forget Your words. 


Reward Your servant; 

I shall live, and keep Your words. 

Unveil my eyes, 

And I shall understand the wonders in 
Your law. 

Iam a sojourner on the earth; 

Do not hide Your commandments from 
me. 

My soul longed to desire 

Your judgments in every season. 

You rebuke the arrogant; 

Those who turn aside from Your 
commandments are accursed. 

Take away reproach and contenint 
from me, | 

For I searched Your testimonies. 

For rulers sat and spoke against me, 

But Your servant meditated on Your 
ordinances. 

For Your testimonies are my 
meditation, 

And Your ordinances are my counsels. 


My soul cleaves to the earth; 

Give me life according to Your word. 

I made known my ways and You heard 
me; 

Teach me Your ordinances. 

Cause me to understand the way of 
Your ordinances, 

And | shall meditate on Your wonders. 

My soul fainted because of its 
listlessness; 

Establish me in Your words. 

Remove the way of unrighteousness 
from me, 

And with Your law have mercy on me. 

I chose the way of truth; 

I have not forgotten Your judgments. 

I cleave to Your testimonies; 

O Lord, do not disappoint me, — 


-Iran on the path of Your 


commandments, 
When You enlarged my heart, 


Give me as law, O Lord, the way of 
Your ordinances, 
And I shall always search them. 


|4 Cause n me jeto understand, atta taia 


~ In which You give me hope. 


2 I remembered Your judgments of o! 








search out Your law; 
And I shall keep it with my whole 
Guide me in the path of Your 
commandments, 
For I desire it. 
Incline my heart to Your testimonies 
And not to greediness. | 
Turn away my eyes that may not see 
vanity; 
Give me life in Your way. 
Establish Your teaching in Your Servant 
In regard to Your fear. | 
Take away my blame, which I hav 


bea 


suspected, 
For Your judgments are good. 
Behold, I long for Your 
commandments; | 
Give me life in Your righteousness 


And may Your mercy come upon me 
O Lord, 

Your salvation according to Your 
teaching. | 

And I shall answer those who insult 
me with a word, 

For I hope in Your words. — 

Do not take away the word of truth 
completely from my mouth, — 

For I hope in Your judgments. 

So I shall keep Your law always, - 

Forever and unto ages of ages. 

And I walk in a broad space, —— 

For I searched Your commandments. 

I spoke of Your testimonies 

Before kings, and I was not ashamed. 

And I meditate on Your commandments 

Which I love exceedingly. 

And I raise my hands to Your 
commandments, which I love, 

And I meditate on Your ordinances: 


| 
| 


Remember Your word to Your servant 












This comforted me in my humiliation 

For Your teaching gives me life. 

The arrogant transgressed 
exceedingly, F 

But I did not turn away from Your i HY | 


COM GLa ge 
And I was comforted. : 
Despondency held me because 0 ot 
sinners 
Who abandon Your law. 
Your ordinances were sung to me 
In the place of my sojourning. © 
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I remembered Your name in the night, |7 
O Lord, 

And I kept Your law., | 

This happened to me in the night, 75 


Because I searched Your ordinances. 


You are my portion, O Lord; 16 

I said I will keep Your law. 

I sought Your presence with my whole 
heart; 7 

Have mercy on me according to Your 
teaching. | 

I considered Your ways, | 78 

And | turned my feet toward Your 
testimonies. 

I prepared myself, and I was net 
troubled, 79 

That I might keep Your 
commandments. 

The ropes of sinners ensnared me, 

But I did not forget Your law. 

At midnight I arose to give thanks to 
You 

Because of the judgments of Your | 
righteousness. 

[am acompanion'of ail: who fear You 

And keep Your:commandrments. 

O Lord, the earth is full-of Your mercy; 

Teach me Your ordinances. pe 


a2 








O Lord, You dealt with Your servant in 
goodness, 

According to Your word. 

Teach me goodness, instruction, and 
knowledge, 

For I believe Your commandments. 

Before I was humbled, | transgressed; 

Therefore, | kept Your teaching: 

You are good, O Lord, and in Your 
goodness 

Teach me Your ordinances. 

The unrighteousness of the arrogant 
multiplied against me, 

But I will search out Your 
commandments with my wnole 
heart, | 

Their heart was curdled like milk, 

But I meditated on Your law. 

It is good for me that You humbled me, 

That | might learn Your ordinances, 

The law of Your mouth is good for me, 

Rather than thousands of pieces of 
gold and silver. 


| 85 


86 


| 87 
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Your hands made and fashioned me; 

Instruct me, and I will learn Your | 
commandments. 





v2 


I know, O Lord, Your judgments are 


PSALM 18:92 


Those who leat You will see me and be 
glad, 
Because I hope in Your words. 


righteousness, 

And You humbled me with truth. 

Let Your mercy be for my comfort, 

According to Your teaching to Your 
servant.. 

Let Your compassions come to me, and 
I shall live; 

For Your law is my meditation. 

Let the arrogant be shamed, for they 
transgressed unjustly against me; 

But I shall meditate on Your 
commandments. 

Let those who fear You turn to me, 

And those who know Your testimonies. 

Let my heart be blameless in Your 
ordinances, 

That I may not be disappointed. 


My-soul earnestly longs for Your 
salvation, 

And I hope in Your word. 

My eves strained to look at Your 
teaching, 

Saying, “When will You comfort me?” 

I am like.a leather bag in a frost; 

I did not forget Your ordinances. 

How many are the days of Your 
servant? Hl 

When will You execute judgment for 
me upon those who persecute me? 

Transgressors described their 

-meditations to me, 

But these are not like Your law, 
O Lord. 

All Your commandments are truth; 

They persecuted me unjustly; help me. 

They almost ended my life on earth, 

But I did not forsake Your 
commandments. 

Give me life according to Your mercy, 

And I shall keep the testimonies of 
Your mouth. 





Forever, O Lord, 

Your word continues in heaven, 

Your truth continues from generation 
to generation; 

You laid the foundation of the earth, 
and it continues. 

By Your arrangement each day 
continues, 

For all things are Your servants. 

If Your law were not my meditation, 
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PSALM I18:93 


I would have perished in my 
humiliation. 

I will never forget Your ordinances, 

For in them You give me life, O Lord. 

I am Yours; save me, 

For I search Your ordinances. 

Sinners waited for me to kill me; 

I understood Your testimonies. 

I saw the limit of every 
accomplishment; 

Your commandment is exceedingly 
broad. 


How I love Your law, O Lord; 

It is my meditation the whole day long. 

You make me wiser than my enemies 
with Your commandment, 

For it is mine forever. 

I understand more than all my 
teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my 
meditation. 

I understand more than the elders, 

For I search Your commanaments. 

I withheld my feet from every evil way, 

That I might keep Your words. 

I did not turn away from Your 
judgments, 

For You taught me Youir law. 

How sweet to my taste are Your 
teachings, 

More than honey and the honeycomb 
in my mouth. 

| gained understanding because of 
Your commandments; . 

Therefore, I hate every unrighteous 
way. . 


Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my paths. 

I swore and confirmed 

That I would keep the judgments of 
Your righteousness. 

I was humbled exceedingly; 

O Lord, give me life according to Your 
word. | 

Be well-pleased with the freewill 
offerings of my mouth, O Lord, 

And teach me Your judgments. 

My soul is always in Your hands, 

And I have not forgotten Your law. 

Sinners set snares for me, 

But I did not wander from Your 
commandments. 

| inherited Your testimonies forever, 

For these are the exceeding JOY of my 
heart. 
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| 123 
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| 128 
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5 Turn away from me, you evildoers, 







| inclined my heart to do Your 
ordinances 
Forever for a reward. 


Transgressors I hate, 
But I love Your law. : 
You are my helper and my protector 

I hope in Your word. 


And I shall search out the 
commandments of my God. 
Uphold me according to Your teaching 

and give me life; 
And may You not disappoint my 
expectation. 

Help me, and I shall be saved; 
And I shall meditate always in Your 
ordinances. 

You set at naught all who departed 
from Your ordinances, 

For their thought is unrighteous. 

I counted as transgressors all the 
sinners of the earth; 

For this reason I always love Your | 
testimonies. 

Nail my flesh with the fear of You, 

For I fear You because of Your 
judgments. 


I work judgment and righteousness, 

Do not deliver me to those who wrong 
me. 

Take Your servant to that which is go% 

Do not let the arrogant falsely accus¢ 
me. 

My eyes strained to look at Your 
salvation 

And at the teaching of Your 
righteousness. . 

Deal with Your servant according (0 
Your mercy 

And teach me Your ordinances. 

I am Your servant; cause me to 
understand, 

And I shall know Your testimonies: 

It is time for the Lord to act; 

They broke Your law. 

For this reason I love Your 
SOILS aa : 

More than gold and topaz. 

Therefore I directed myself to all You! 
commandments; 

I hated every unrighteous way. 

Wondrous are Your testimonies: pen 

For this reason my soul searches th 
out, 
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146 


The revelation of Your words gives 
light, 

And it causes children to understand. 

| opened my mouth and drew in my 
breath, 

For I longed for Your commandments. 


- Look upon me and have mercy on me, 


According to the judgment of those 
who love Your name. 

Direct my steps according to Your 
teaching 

And let no lawlessness rule over me. 

Ransom me from the slander of men, 

And I will keep Your commandments. 


5 Make Your face shine upon Your 


servant 
And teach me Your ordinances. 
My eyes poured down streams of tears 
Because they did not keep Your law. 


` Righteous are You, O Lord. 


And upright is Your judgment. 

You commanded Your testimonies 
exceedingly 

In righteousness and truth. 


> The zeal of Your house caused me to 


yearn for home, 

For my enemies forgot Your words. 

Your teaching is exceedingly purified 
in fire, 

And Your servant loves it. | 

I am young, and beheld as nothing, 

But I have not forgotten Your 
ordinances. 

Your righteousness is righteousness 
forever, 

And Your law is truth. 


’ Affliction and trouble found me. 


But Your commandments are my 
meditation. 

Your testimonies are righteousness 
forever: 

Give me understanding, and I shall 
live, 


| cry out with my whole heart; hear 
me, O Lord; 
I shall search Your ordinances. 
| cry out to You; save me, 
And I shall keep Your testimonies. 
l arose at midnight and cried out; 
| hoped in Your words. 
yY eyes awoke before dawn 
hat I might meditate on Your 
teachings, 
ear my voice, O Lord, according to 
Your mercy; 
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Give me life according to Your 
judgment. 

Those who persecute me in 
lawlessness drew near; 

They are far removed from Your law. 

You are near, O Lord; 

All Your commandments are truth. 

From the beginning I knew Your 
testimonies, 

That You established them forever. 


Behold my humiliation and deliver me, 

For I have not forgotten Your law. 

Plead my cause and redeem me: 

Give me life because of Your word. 

Salvation is far from sinners, 

For they have not searched Your 
ordinances. 

Your compassions are many, O Lord; 

Give me life according to Your 
judgment. 

Many are those who pursue and afflict 
me, 

But I did not turn away from Your 
testimonies. 

I saw those acting foolishly, and I 
yearned for You; 

For they did not keep Your teachings. 

Behold, I love Your commandments: 

O Lord, in Your mercy, give me life. 

The beginning of Your words is truth, 

And all the judgments of Your 
righteousness are forever. 


Rulers persecuted me without cause, 

But my heart feared because of Your 
words. 

I shall greatly rejoice in Your 
teachings, 

Like one finding great spoil. 

l hate and abhor unrighteousness, 

But I love Your law. 

I praise You seven times a day 

For the judgments of Your 
righteousness. 

Great peace have all who love Your law. 

And it is not an offense to them. 

I long for Your Salvation, O Lord, 


And I love Your commandments. 


My soul keeps Your testimonies, 

And I love them exceedingly. 

I keep Your commandments and Your 
testimonies, 

Kor all my ways are before You, 
O Lord. 

Let my supplication draw near before 
You, O Lord; 
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PSALM 118:170 


Give me understanding according to 
Your teaching. 

May my petition come before You; 

Deliver me according to Your 
teaching. 

My lips shall overflow in song 

When You teach me Your 
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Psalm 120 (121) 


lAn ode of ascents. 


lifted my eyes to the mountains; 


L From where shall my help come? 


2 


My help comes from the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth, 


ordinances. |3 Let not your foot be moved; 
172 My tongue shall speak of Your Neither let Him who keeps you Slumber 
teaching, | 4 Behold, He who keeps Israel . 
For all Your commandments are Shall neither slumber nor sleep, 
righteousness. 5 -The Lord shall keep you; | 


Let Your hand be for saving me, 

For I chose Your commandments: 

I long for Your salvation, O Lord, 

And Your law is my meditation: 

My soul shall live and praise You; 

And Your judgments shall help me. 

I went astray like a lost sheep: 

Seek Your ‘servant, for Phave not 
forgotten Your commandments. 


Psalm 138 (120) 


‘An ode of asceiits. 


FT*o the Lord in my affliction 


The Lord is your shelter at your righ | 
hand. | 

The sun shall not burn you by day 

Nor the moon by night. f 

The Lord shall keep you from all evil; | 

The Lord shall keep your soul. — 

The Lord shall keep your coming in 
and your going out 

From this present time and unto the 
ages. 


Psalm 121 (122) _ 


'An ode of ascents. ~ 


I cried out, and He heard me. 


was glad when they said to me, 
t OLord, deliver my soul-from unjust 


“Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 
2 


‘2 
at 


lips 

And from a deceitful tongue. 

What should be given You, and what 
added to You, 

Against a deceitful tongue? 


Our feet stand in your courts, _ 
O Jerusalem. l 
Jerusalem is built as a city 

Whose compactness is complete. 
There the tribes went up, ~ | 
The tribes of the Lord, a testimony t0 


+ The arrows of the Mighty One are 
sharpened Israel, | 
With hot coals from the desert. To give thanks to the name of the 
> Woe is me! My sojourning was | Lord. 
prolonged: 5 For thrones sat there for judgment. 
I dwelt with the tents of Kedar, Thrones over the house of David. 
® My soul sojourned a long time as a ® Ask now for things regarding the 
i resident alien, peace of Jerusalem, 


119—133 Ps 119—133 are called odes of ascents. These are also known as "graduals." In her service 
heavenly holy of holies, for worship is an ascent O! © 
heart and mind to the Holy Trinity in adoration, praise, and thanksgiving. For example, the word FU 
charist means thanksgiving. The climax of the Church's ascent is when the celebrating priest says" 
Divine Liturgy, “Let us give thanks unto the Lord,” in offering up the body and blood of Christ. H 
cally in Israel, these songs were sung by the faithful as they walked from great distances up tO 


worship, the Church ascends by degrees to the 


Jerusalem for the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. From this usage, the principa 
use in the Church comes as we progress through Lent toward Pascha. For these are the psalms su" iol! 
each Wednesday and Friday at the Presanctified Liturgy as we make our pilgrimage to the Results” 


With those who hate peace, I was 
peaceful; | 
When I spoke to them, they made war 

against me without cause. 


of Christ our Passover. 


fort 
min addition, Ps 129 is a daily vesperal hymn. Ps 131, a messianic psalm, is used at Nativity and to : 
feasts of the Mother of God. Verse 11 of this psalm shows that God the Son became Man in het | 





And there is prosperity for those WHY 
love you; — | 

Let there now be peace in your pow? 

And prosperity in your citadels. 













| 
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For the sake of my brothers and my . 


neighbors, 
| indeed spoke peace concerning you: 
For the sake of the house of the Lord 
our God, 
I sought good things for you. 


Psalm 122 (123) 


lAn ode of ascents. 


lift my eyes to You, 
Who dwell in heaven. 


Behold, as the eyes of servants look to 
the hands of their masters, 

As the eyes of the maidservant look to 
the hands of her mistress, | 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God 

Until He shall have compassion on us. 


Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy 


on US, 


For we are greatly filled with contempt: 


Our soul is greatly filled ‘with it. 
We are a disgrace to those 
And a contempt to the arrogant. 


Psalm 123 (124) 


lAn ode of ascents. 


“Ti the Lord had not been with us,” 


Let Israel now say, 
“If the Lord had not been with us, 
When men rose up against us; 
Then they would have swallowed us 
alive, 
When their anger raged against us, 
Then the water would have drowned 
us; 
Our soul would have passed through a 
torrent, 
Then our soul would have passed 
through 
A water that is overwhelming.” 
Blessed is the Lord, 
Who did not give us as prey to their 
teeth. 
Our soul was delivered like a sparrow 
From the snare of the hunters; 
The snare was broken, and we were 
delivered, ` 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 


Psalm 124 (125) 


l'An ode of ascents, 


hose who trust in the Lord are like 
=- Mount Zion; 
He who dwells in Jerusalem shall be 
unshaken forever. 





who prosper, | 
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_ PSALM 126:3 





The mountains subronsdd her, 


And the Lord surrounds His people 

From this present time and unto the 
ages. 

The Lord will not permit the rod of 
sinners 

To be upon the inheritance of the 
righteous, 

Lest the righteous stretch out 

Their hands in lawlessness. 

Do good, O Lord, to the good, 

And to the upright in heart; 

But those who turn aside to crooked - 
ways, 

The Lord shall lead away with the. 
workers of lawlessness. 

Peace be upon Israel. 


Psalm 125 (126). 
lAn ode of ascents. 


hen the Lord returned the captives of 
Zion, 

We became like those who are 
comforted. 

Then. our mouth was filled with joy, 

And our tongue with exceeding joy. 

Then they shall say among the 
Gentiles, 


“The Lord did great things with them.” 


The Lord has done great things with 
us; 

We were glad. 

Return, O Lord, our captivity 

Like streams in the south. 

Those who sow with tears 

Shall reap with exceeding joy. 

They went forth and wept, 

Carrying their seeds with them; 

But they shall return with exceeding 
Joy, 

Carrying their sheaves. 


Psalm 126 (127) 
'An ode of ascents: for Solomon. 


nless the Lord builds the house, 

Those who build it labor in vain: 

Unless the Lord guard the city, 

Those who guard it stay awake in | 
~ Vain. 

It is in vain for you to rise early, 

To awaken from your rest, 

You who eat the bread of grief, 

When He gives His beloved ones sleep. 

Behold, children are the Lord’s 
inheritance; 

The fruit of the womb His reward. 
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PSALM 126:4 768 


‘Like arrows in the hand of a mighty 






Psalm 129 (130) _ 


one, 
So are the children of those who were ‘An ode of ascents. 
outcasts. OF of the depths I have cried to Yoy 
5 Blessed is the man who shall fulfill his O Lord; 
desire with them; 2 O Lord, hear my voice; 
They shall not be ashamed, when they Let Your ears be attentive 


speak to their enemies at the gate. i ten es He aa sen 
| you, O Lord, should mark 
Psalm 127 (128) | transgression, 
LAn ode of ascents. | O Lord, who would stand? 
For there is forgiveness with You. 
Because of Your law, O Lord, I waited 
for You; 
My soul waited for Your word. 
My soul hopes in the Lord, 
From the morning watch until night 
From the morning watch until night, 
Let Israel hope in the Lord. 


4 
» lessed are all who fear the Lord, 5 
A Who walk in His ways. 
2 You shall eat the fruits of your labor; 
You are blessed, and it shall be well 6 
with you. 
3 Your wife shall be like a vine, 
prospering on the sides of your 


house; bie - | oe 
Your children like newly planted olive ROR at ENE oro mert = pe 
Ar mae "tabi redemption; — 
Ss a ne 8 And He shall redeem Israel 


4 Behold, so'shall the man be blessed 


hotoare ine Lan From all his transgressions. 
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5 May the Lord bless you from Zion, Psalm 130 (131) 
And may you see the good things of ; 
Jerusalem An ode of ascents, by David. 
All the days of your life; Lord, My heart is not exalted, 
6 May you see your children's children. | Neither are my eyes raised up; 
Peace be upon Israel: Neither am I carried along in greal 
Psalm 128 (129) Nor in things too marvelous for me. 
LAn ode of ascents. | 2 If I were not humble-minded, 
| | But exalted my soul, 
6 M2" times they warred against me Like a child weaned from his mothet 
| from my youth,” 


















So You would reward my soul. 


Let Israel now Say; 3 Let Israel hope in the Lord 


? “Many times they warred against me From this present time and unto the 
from my youth, ages. 
Yet they did not overcome me. 
3 The sinners schemed behind my back; Psalm 131 (132) 
They prolonged their lawlessness.” ; | pape 
4 The righteous Lord cut in pieces the An ode of ascents. 


necks of sinners. emember David, O Lord, 
5 Let all who hate Zion And all his meekness, 
Be shamed and turned back. 2 How he swore to the Lord, _ ood 
6 [Let them become like grass on the How he vowed to the God of Ja 
housetops, 3 “I shall not enter my dwelling, 
Which withers before it is plucked up; I shall not recline on my betas 
7 Like grass with which the reaper does |* Ishall not close my eyes in SIE 
not fill his hand, | Nor my eyelids for dozing, ies 
Nor the gatherer of sheaves, his Nor give any rest to my ee ? 
bosom; | 5 Hn I nee i ys bya cone 
he | yho pass by say to abernacle for tr osha 
Bo ee se those who pass by say 6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrata 
“The Lord’s blessing be upon you; We found it in the plains 0 


esi 
In the Lord’s name, we bless you.” 7 Let us enter into His tabernacle o) 
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Let us worship at the place where His 
feet stood. 
8 Arise, O Lord, into Your rest, 
You and the ark of Your holiness; 
> Your priests shall clothe themselves in 
righteousness: 
Your saints shall greatly rejoice. 
10 For Your servant David's sake, 





Do not turn away from the face of Your | 


anointed. 
t The Lord swore to David this truth. 
and He shall not reject it, 
“I shall set upon your throne one from 
the fruit of your loins. 
2 If your sons keep My covenant 
And these testimonies I shall teach 
them, 
Then their sons shall sit upon your 
throne forever.” 
'5 For the Lord has chosen Zion: 
He chose her for His dwelling: 
‘+ “This is My place of rest unto ages of 
ages: | 


Here I shall dwell, for I have chosen her. | 


1S Blessing; I shall bless her provision: 
I shall satisfy her poor with bread: 
l6 And I shall clothe her priests with 
Salvation, 
And her saints shall rejoice 
exceedingly with great joy: 
U There | shall causé to spring up a horn 
for David: 
There I prepared a lamp for my 
anointed: 


16 His enemies I shall clothe with shame: | 1 Bringing clouds from the furthest part 


Upon him shall My sanctification 
flourish.” 


Psalm 132 (133) 
lAn ode of ascents; by David. 


B ehold now, what is so good or so 
pleasant 

As for brothers to dwell together in 
unity? 

It is like fragrant oil running down 
upon the beard, 

The beard of Aaron, 

Running down upon the border of his 
garment; 

It is like the dew of Hermon, running 
down upon the mountains of 
Zion; | 
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134; 135 Ps 134 and 135 go together both in content and in use. In the Church, they are called the 





telah Lis 


For there the Lord commanded the 
blessing 
And life forever, 


Psalm 133 (134) 
!An ode of ascents. 


ehold now, bless the Lord, 
All you servants of the Lord, 
Who stand in the house of the Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God. 
2, -In the nights, lift up your hands to the 
holy of holies 
And bless the Lord. 
3- May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
He who made heaven and earth. 


Psalm 134 (135) 


LA lleluia. 








J praise the name of the Lord, 


O you servants; praise the Lord, 


|2 You who stand in the house of the 


Lord, 
In the courts of the house of our God. 
3- Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good: 
_ Sing to His name, for it is good; 
+ For the Lord chose Jacob for Himself, 
Israel for His special treasure. 


5 For I know the Lord is great. 


And our Lord is above all the gods. 
® All things whatsoever the Lord willed, 
He did, 
In heaven and on the earth, 
In the seas and in all deep places, 


of the earth; 
He made lightning for the rain, 
Bringing winds from His storehouses. 


> He struck the firstborn of Egypt, 


From man to cattle; 
9 He sent forth signs and wonders in 
your midst, O Egypt, 
Among Pharaoh and all his servants. 
10 He struck many nations 
And destroyed mighty kings, 
1 Sihon king of the Amorites, 
And Og king of Bashan, 
And all the kingdoms of Canaan: 
12 And He gave their land as an 
inheritance, 
An inheritance for Israel His people. 





Olyeleos, or “Many Mercies.” Ps 134 is similar in content to Ps 113, rehearsing the salvific history of 


Israel, Ps 135 is a responsive psalm, with the choir and the peo 


IS an Old Testament “Great Litany,” 


ple singing antiphonally or alternately; it 


These two psalms form the core of Orthros for the great feast days of the Church. 
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PSALM 134:13 


wln this context of exile, 
of the Prodigal Son (the ex 








O Lord, Your name abides forever, 

O Lord, Your memorial unto 
generation and generation. 

For the Lord will judge His people, 

And He shall comfort His servants. 

The idols of the nations are silver and 
gold, 

The works of men’s hands: 

They have a mouth, but they shall not 
speak; | l 

They have eyes, but they shall not see; 

They have ears, but they shall not hear: 

They have noses, but they shall not 
smell; co 

They have hands, but they shall not feel: 

They have feet, but they shall not walk: 

They have no sound in their throat: 

For neither is there breath in their 
mouth. 

May those who made them become - 
like them, | 

And all who trust in them 

O house of Israel, bless the Lord: 

O house of Aaron, bless the Lord; 

O house of Levi, bless the Lord: 

You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 

Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, 

He who dwells in Jerusalem. 


Psalm 135 (136) 
'Alleluia. 


ive thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

For His mercy endures forever; . 

Give thanks to the God of gods, — 

For His mercy endures forever; 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who alone does great wonders, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who made the heavens with 
understanding, — 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who made firm the earth on 
the waters, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who alone made the great 
lights, | 

For His mercy endures forever, 

The sun for authority over the day, 

For His mercy endures forever, - 

The moon and stars for authority over 

the night, mi 

For His mercy endures forever; 








10 


— 


J 


6 Ps 136 was sung in exile in the Old Testament, while Israel as in 
Sadie it is prayed by the Christian community as being in exile in this world. 
| it is used in the Orthros service beginning just before Great Len wratins se 
ile returning home), and throughout the Lenten Season in the Ma 


4 


y the rivers of Babylon, 
iJ There we sat and wept 





To Him who struck down Egynt «. 
their firstborn, ~ es with 

For His mercy endures forever. 

To Him who led Israel out of their 
midst, | | 

For His mercy endures forever, 

With a strong hand and an upraised 
arm, Ary 

For His mercy endures forever: 

To Him who divided the Red Sea int, 
parts, f i 

For His mercy endures forever, 

And led Israel through the midst of it 

For His mercy endures forever, 

And who overthrew Pharaoh and all 
his host in the Red Sea, | 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who led His people through 
the wilderness, 

For His mercy endures forever; | 

To Him who drew water from the hard | 

_rock, | | m : 

For His mercy endures forever; ) 

To Him who struck down great kings, — 

For His mercy endures forever, — 

And killed mighty kings, 

For His mercy endures forever, — 

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

For His mercy endures forever, 

And Og king of Bashan, 

For His mercy endures forever, 

And who gave their land.as an 
inheritance, paavi 

For His mercy endures. forever, 

An inheritance for Israel His servant 

For His.mercy endures forever. 

For in our humiliation the Lord 
remembered us, 

For His mercy endures forever; | 

And He redeemed us from our enemé 

For His mercy endures forever, 

Who gave food to all flesh, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

Give thanks to the God of heave! 

For His mercy endures forever; 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

For His mercy endures forever. 


Psalm 136 (137) 
'By David. — 











When we remembered Zion. 






was in captivity in Babylon. In the | 


t on the si ) 











2 . Upon the willows in her midst, 4 © Lord, lèt all the kings of the earth 
We hung up our musical instruments: give thanks to You, 

3 For there our captors asked us for For they heard all the words of Your 

words from our songs; mouth; 
And those who carried us off said to 5 And let them sing in the ways of the 
US} (VA BX. Lord, 
“Sing us the songs of Zion.” | For the glory of the Lord is great; 

4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song 6 ‘For the Lord is high, and He watches 
Ina foreign land? over the lowly things; 

5 Jf I forget you, O Jerusalem, But the high things He knows from 
May my right hand be forgotten; afar. 

6 May my tongue be glued to my throat. |7 If I walk in the midst of affliction, You 
If I do not remember you, | shall make me live; 
If I do not prefer Jerusalem | You stretched out Your hand against 
In the beginning of my merriment. the wrath of my enemies, 

7 © Lord, remember the sons of Edom And Your right hand saved me. 
On that day in Jerusalem, |8 The Lord shall repay-them on my + 
When they were saying, “Empty it out, behalf. 
Empty it out, O Lord, Your mercy endures forever; 
Even to its foundation!” Do not forsake the works of Your 

8 O wretched daughter of Babylon, | hands. | 


Blessed is he who shall deal with you | 
As you dealt with us; | 
3 Blessed is he who shall get the upper | 


Psalm 138 (139) 
lFor the End; a psalm by David: 


hand | vongi y! 
] Sy ] | Lord, You test me and know me; 
And fas your infants against the ?You know my sitting down and my 
rising up; 
Psalm 137 (138) You understand my thoughts from afar; 
: You search out my path and my 
By David. portion, | J 
| will give thanks to You; O Lord; with all And You foresee all my ways. 
my heart, For there is not a word on my tongue, 


But behold, O Lord, You know it 
altogether, ye ah SIJE 

The last things and the first things; 

You fashioned me, and placed Your 
hands on me. 

Your knowledge has become too 
wondrous for me; 

It has become too overwhelming; I am 
unable to grasp it. 

Where could I go from Your Spirit, 

Or flee from Your face? — 

-If I should ascend into heaven, You 

would be there; | 


For You hear the words of my mouth; 
And I shall sing to You-in the presence 
of angels. | 
2 [shall bow down and worship toward 
Your holy temple, 
And I will give thanks to Your name 
For Your mercy and Your truth; 
For You magnified Your teaching above | 
every name. 
3 On the day I shall call out to You, hear — 
me speedily; © | 
You shall treat my soul with great care | 
in Your power. it : 





137 Ps 137 shows worship to be heaven on earth, for the Church sings to the Lord in the presence of 
angels (v, 1), Heaven and earth are united in Christ; therefore, the Church is heaven on earth. The 
Church consists of believing Gentiles as well as believing Jews (v. 4), singing and giving thanks with all 


their heart (v. 1). ety tet 401 
This psalm is used on feast days honoring the angels. 7 — | 

138 Ps 138 is for the End (v. 1), who is Christ. He is God in the flesh, and as Man He descended into 
Hades (v, 8), trampling death by His death on our behalf. He also arose from the dead (v. 18) that we 
might be led in the way everlasting (v. 24): Therefore, we do not fear death, for His Holy Spirit is pres- 
Ent with us (v.7), and we are not separated from Him even in death?! 1vo hud T 
138 Verses 13-16 reveal the sanctity of lifeʻof an unborn child and explain why, both in ancient Israel 
and in the Church, aborting a babe in the womb is seen as the sin of murder. GETA Te 
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771 __ PSALM 138:8 





And was I not wasting away because 
of Your enemies? 

2 | hated them with perfect hatred, 
They became my enemies. 

23 ‘Test me, O'God, and know my heart 
Examine me, and know my paths, ` 

%1 And see if there is a lawless way in me 

And lead me in the way everlasting — 


PSALM 138:9 eee 





If I should descend into Hades, You 
would be there; 

9 IfI should take up my wings at dawn 
And pitch camp at the furthest part of 

the sea, 

10 Even there Your hand would lead me, 
And Your right hand would hold me. 

11 And I said, “Perhaps darkness shall 





cover me,” i 
But the night shall be light to my Esam CAD 
delight; For the End; a psalm by David 


12 For darkness shall not be dark 
because of You, 
And the night shall be bright as day; 
As its darkness, so also shall be its 





eliver me, O Lord, from the evil man, 
Rescue me from the unjust man, 
| 


Da 


Who devised wrongdoing in their 


uy Sacllealt, 
light. | They arrayed themselves for war all 
13 For You possess my heart, O Lord; day long; E 
You took hold of me from my mother’s | 4 They sharpened their tongue like a 
womb. serpent; 


14 I will give thanks to You, 
For I am fearfully and wondrously 
made; | 
Marvelous are Your works, 
And my soul knows this very well. 
15 My bone you made in secret was not 
hidden from You. 
And my substance was in the lowest 
parts of the earth; 
l6 Your eyes saw me when I was 


The venom of asps was under their 
lips. (Pause) Pe: 


Keep me, O Lord, from the hand of the 
sinner; | | 

Deliver me from unjust me ) 

Who plotted to trip up my steps; 

The arrogant hid a trap for me, 

And they stretched out ropes as snars 
for my feet; 


at ] 


a 


unformed, : They set a stumbling block for me 
And all men shall be written in Your near my path. (Pause) 
book; 


=] 


I said to the Lord, “You are my God: 
Give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my 


They shall be formed day by day, 
When as yet there were none among 


them. supplication. 
17 Your friends, O God, became very 8 O Lord, O Lord, the power of my 
honorable to me; salvation, = 
Their principalities became very strong; You overshadowed my head in the d% 


of war. ) z 
Because of my desire, O Lord, do n° 

hand me over to the sinner; salt | 
They plotted against me; do not fos" 

me, lest they be exalted. (Pause) 


I8 I shall count them, 
And they shall be multiplied more 
than the sand; 
Į awakened, and I am still with You. 
19 Jf You should slay sinners, O God, 
You would turn aside from me, O men 


Tal 


| ne Win ee 
10 “As for the head of those who encire! 


of blood. 
20 For You will say regarding their me, heft 
reasoning, The toil of their lips shall cover t 


| Coals shall fall upon them; — are’ 
You shall overthrow them with ships 
Do not let them withstand hardsh™ 


“They shall receive your cities in vain.” 
21 Have I not hated those who hate You, 
O Lord? 


139 Ps 139 is for the End (v. 1), who is Christ. He prayed this prayer during His sufferings and dea 
behalf of the Church. In so doing, He delivered and rescued us from the evil man and the unj with 
(v. 2). This man is the devil, and the unjust men (v, 5) are his angels, We are in a continual ee 
these fallen angels (v. 8), but our victory of thanksgiving is through the Lord Jesus Christ (Vv. i yo” 
This psalm is the last of the Passion psalms used in the Church, It is sung at the Sixt 





h Royal He 
Great and Holy Friday. | . A 





a 





A talkative man shall not prosper on 
earth; 

Evils shall hunt the unjust man to 
destruction. 

I know the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the poor man 

And the justice of the needy. 

Surely the righteous shall give thanks 
to Your name, | 

And the upright shall dwell in Your 

presence. 


Psalm 140 (141) 
1A psalm by David. 


Lord, I have cried to You; hear me; 
Give heed to the voice of my 
supplication when I cry to You. 
2 Let my prayer be set forth before You 
as incense, 
The lifting up of my hands as the | 
| 
| 


l4 





evening sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, 
A door of enclosure about my lips. 

* Incline not my heart to evii words, 

To make excuses in sins | 

With men who work lawlessness; 

And I will not join with their choice 
ones. 

5 The righteous man shall correct me 
With mercy, and he shall reprove me; 
But let not the oil of the sinner anoint 

my head, 
For my prayer shall be intense in the 
presence of their pleasures. 

6 Their judges are swallowed up by the 

rock; 

They shall hear my words, for they are 

pleasant. 

As a clod of ground is dashed to 

pieces on the earth, 

So our bones were scattered beside 

the grave. 

For my eyes, O Lord, O Lord, are 

toward You; 





140; 141 Ps 140 and 141 are the psalms of the evening incense. These two psalms are both sung at Ves- 


PSALM 142:1 


In You I hope; take not my soul away. 


9 Keep me from the snares they set for 


me, 
And from the stumbling blocks of 

those who work lawlessness. 
Sinners shall fall into their own net; 
I am alone, until I escape. 


Psalm 141 (142) 


\Understanding; by David, when he was in 
the cave; a prayer. 
T cried to the Lord with my voice, 
With my voice I prayed to the Lord. 
3 [shall pour out my supplication before 
Him; 
I shall declare my affliction in His 
presence, 


|4 When my spirit fainted within me, 


Then You knew my paths; 
For on the way I was going, they hid a 
trap for me. 


5  Ilooked on my right, and saw 


There was no one who knew me; 
Refuge failed me, | 
And there was no one who cared for 
my soul. | 
6 [cried to You, O Lord; 
I said, “You are my hope, 
My portion in the land of the living. 
7 Attend to my supplication, | 
For I was humbled exceedingly; 
Deliver me from my persecutors, 
For they are stronger than I. 
8 Bring my soul out of prison 
To give thanks to Your name, O Lord; 
The righteous shall wait for me, until 
You reward me.” 


Psalm 142 (143). 


IA psalm by David, when his son 
persecuted him. 


Lord, hear my prayer; 


| Give ear to my supplication in Your 


truth; 


pers, Ps 141:2 was sung in Israel, and now in the Church, during the offering of incense to God. As Rev 
3:8 teaches, incense is the visible sign of the prayers of all God's people. The prophet Malachi foretold 

ts continued use in every place, including in the offering of worship by the Gentiles (Mal 1:11). Incense 
Was brought to Christ as a gift at His birth, and it has been used in the worship of the Church from her 


very beginning, 


142 Ps 142 teaches God's righteousness (vv. 1, 11) in. contrast to man’s futile efforts to attain 


Ness based on the Law (v. 2). For the enemy (v. 3), 
righteousness (vv, 3-5), But with the gift of God's 
in the land 
who walk by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

WThis psalm is the last of the Six Psalms of Orthro 
used in the Church at the Feast of Pentecost. 


righteous- 


oth is the devil, overcomes my feeble efforts at 
righteousness through faith, the Holy Spirit quides 
of uprightness (v. 10), King David knew God's righteousness through faith, and sO rs all a 


s. The other five are 3; 37; 62; 87; 102. Verse 10b is 


— eee ine UR YY INOMes wenn lA... 


PSALM 142:2 E 





Answer me in Your righteousness; Psalm 143 (144) 


2 Do not aed into judgment with Your By David; against Goliath, 
servant, | 
For no one living shall become lessed is the Lord my God, 

3 For the enemy persecuted my soul; My fingers for kay r 
He humbled my life to the ground; He is if, nine Za? fe reluge, 

He caused me to dwell in dark places My helper and my deliverer, 
as one long dead, aH pr ant in yoo, we 

4 | «ai auai ‘thin o subjects my people under me, 
And sd spirit was in anguish withi /3 OQ Lord; what is man, thatVeuew 

fi | vere nade known to him 
My heart was troubled within me. > | HIE e Aad | 

5 | eandmniiecdd the days of old, Or a aa of man, that You consider 
And I meditated on all Your works; rc: 3 ig 
I meditated on the works of Your * Manis arisen like ae qi 

hands. : His days like a passing Shadow, — 

6 [spread out my hands to You: 3 Oord; poy down Your heavens and 
, 1 th; anaes CUO | descend; : aF 
sy E EE Touch the mountains, and they shall 

| er smoke; . 


ee ase SITE EZA ty ., them; ye 

My spirit faints R tun SSe Shoot Your arrows, and You shall 

Turn not Your face from we, aube i 

Lest I become like those whe go Oe en ul Sica 
= PEE RAL ae conics Send forth Your hand from on high; 
down into the pit. 


Hear me speedily, O Lord: 6 Flash lightning, and You shall scatter 
| 





ei | Deliver me and save me from great 
® Cause me to hear Your mercy in the waters be 
morning, From the hand of the sons.of - 
For I hope in You; foreigners ist 


Make me know, O Lord, the way 
wherein I should walk, 

For | lift up my soul to You. _ 

Deliver me from my enemies, 
O Lord, | 

For to You I flee for refuge. 

Teach me to do Your will, for You are 
my God; 

Your good Spirit shall guide me in the 
land of uprightness. 

For Your name’s sake, O Lord, give me 
life; 

In Your righteousness You shall bring 
my soul out of affliction. 

In Your mercy You shall destroy my 
enemies; 

You shall utterly destroy all who 
afflict my soul, 

For | am Your servant. 


Whose mouth speaks empty. things, 

And their right hand is the right hand 
of wrongdoing. | 

O God, I shall sing a new song to You | 

I shall play to You on a harp of ten 
Strings, . l 

To Him who gives salvation to kins 

Who redeems David His servant from 

| the evil sword. | 

u Deliver me and save me from the hati 

| of the sons of foreigners, _ 

Whose mouth speaks empty things 4 

And their right hand is a right hand’ 
wrongdoing, vi 

Whose sons are like new plants 

Matured in their youth, — 

Their daughters beautified, 

Adorned like a temple; 

| 13 Their storehouses are full, 


— 


10 








destroy the soul (v. 7). 


775 


Bursting forth with abundance on all 
sides; 

Their sheep give many births, 

Multiplying in their streets; 


4 Their oxen are fat; 


There is no gap in their fence or 
passage, | 
Nor outcry in their streets. 
5 They call the people blessed, whose lot 
this is; 
But rather, blessed is the people 
Whose God is the Lord. 


Psalm 144 (145) 
LA praise by David: 
shall exalt You, my God and my King, 


And I shall bless Your name forever and 


unto ages of ages. 
2 Every day I shall bless You 
And praise Your name forever and 
unto ages of-ages. 
3 Great is the Lord and exceedingly 
praiseworthy, 
And His greatness has no liniit. 
1 Generation and generation shall praise 
Your works, 
And they shall declare Your power. 
> They shall speak of the magnificence 
of the glory of Your holiness, 
And they shall describe Your 
| wonders. 
° They shall also speak of the power of 
Your awesome deeds 
And describe Your great majesty. 
They shall overflow with the memory 
of Your rich goodness, 
And shall greatly rejoice in Your 
righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
Longsuffering and abundant in mercy. 
The Lord is good to all, 
And His mercies are upon all His 
works. : 
O Lord, let all Your works praise You 
nd Your holy ones bless You. 
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As Ps 144 describes the Church’s blessing and exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Neration and generation, v. 4; and His kingdom of all the ages, v. 13) 


PSALM 145:2 


They shall tell of Your kingdom’s 
glory, 

And they shall speak of Your power, 

That all the sons of men may know 
Your power 

And the glory of Your kingdom's 
magnificence. 

Your kingdom is a kingdom of all the 
ages, 

And Your dominion is from generation 
to generation. 

The Lord is faithful in His words 

And holy in all His works. 

The Lord supports ‘all who stumble 

And restores all who are broken 
down. 

All eyes hope in You, 

And You give them their food in due 
season. 

You open Your hand 

And fill every living thing with Your 
pleasure. Eer Be 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways 

And holy in all His works. 

The Lord is near to all who call on 
Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 

He shall do the will of those who fear 
Him, 

And He shall hear their supplications 

a and,save-them,, 0, 

The Lord keeps all who love Him, 

But all the sinners He shall utterly 
destroy. 

My mouth shall speak the Lord’s 
praise, | 

And let all flesh bless His holy name 

Forever and unto ages of ages. 


Psalm 145 (146) 
'Alleluia; of Aggeus and Zacharias. 
raise the Lord, O my soul. 
*I shall praise the Lord while I live: 


I shall sing to my God as long as I 
exist. | 





(vv. 1-3). The Church 
blesses and exalts the Son of 


2d for all His works in the Incarnation and the power of his deeds (wv. 4, 5, 6, 9, 11, 13, 17). We fear 


anid love : 


e ais | 
Kalt Him into the world to come. (vv. 1, 2, 13, 21). 


Him for all His works on our behalf (vv. 19 


, 20), We bless His name every day and will bless and 


1 atte 2 of this psalm is part of the Great Doxology sung at the close of Sunday Orthros. 
ha $ 145 praises the Lord, the Creator, for His eternal reign in the Church (w. 1, 2, 6, 10). For He is our 


e 
ane ur hope, our freedom, our restorer, our wisdom, and our keeper (w. 5, 7-9), 

„Ovide these things, for death overtakes them (wy, 3, 4), | | 
" Many Orthodox churches, this is the ordinary Second Antiphon: (psalm sung responsively) in the. 


he 
WVine Liturgy 


No earthly rulers | 





PSALM 145:3 





Do not trust in rulers and in the sons 6 


=~] 


of men, 

In whom there is no salvation. 

His breath shall go out of him, and 
he shall return to his earth; 

On that day all his thoughts shall 
perish. 

Blessed is he whose help is the God 
of Jacob; 

His hope is in the Lord his God, 

Who made heaven and earth, 

The sea and everything in them, 

Who keeps truth forever, 


The Lord raises up the gentle, 

But humbles sinners to the ground 

Begin with thanksgiving to the Lord 

Sing to our God with the harp, ` 

To Him who covers heaven with 
clouds, 

Who prepares rain for the earth | 

Who makes grass grow on the | 
mountains 

And the green growth for the service 
of men, 

To Him who gives the cattle their 
food 





Who executes justice for the And who gives food to the nestlings 


wronged, of ravens 
Who provides food for the hungry. When they call upon Him. 
The Lord frees those bound. '0 He shall not take pleasure in the 
8 The Lord restores those broken strength of a horse, 
down. 3 nee | Nor be pleased with the legs of a 
The Lord gives wisdom to the blind. | man: | 
The Lord loves the righteous. | l! The Lord is pleased with those who 
9 The Lord keeps watch over resident fear Him, : 
aliens. | And with those who hope in His 
He shall adopt the orphan and the | mercy. Lat 
widow, | 
But He shall destroy the way of | Psalm 147 (147:12-20) 
sinners. | 


0 The Lord shall reign forever: 
Your God, O Zion, to all 
generations. 


Psalm 146 (147:1-11) 


‘Alleluia; of Aggeus and Zacharias. 


prise the Lord, for a psalm is a good 
thing; 
Let praise be sweet to our God. 

2 The Lord is building Jerusalem, 
And He shall gather together the 

dispersion of Israel: 

3 He heals the brokenhearted 
And He binds up all their wounds. 

* He numbers the multitude of stars 
And calls them all by name. 

5 Great is our Lord, and great is His 


‘Alleluia; of Aggeus and Zacharias. 


[ praise the Lord, O Jerusalem: 
Praise your God, O Zion, 
2 For He strengthens the bars of your 
gates; | | | 
He blesses your children within | 
you; | 
3 -He who grants your borders peace: 
And fills you with the finest of 
wheat; X 
4 He who sends His teaching to earth 
Until His word shall run swiftly, 
’ Giving snow like wool, 
Sprinkling mist like ashes, 
6 Casting His ice like morsels; ; 
Who shall withstand His winter? 
7 He shall send His word and melt 


strength; them; 5 
His understanding exceeds every His wind shall blow, and the wate 
measure, 





shall flow, 


146 Ps 146 describes a psalm as a good thing and as something sweet to God the Father (v. 1) This 
true because He is building Jerusalem (v. 2), which is the Church. He is doing this through His 5° wo 
whom He sent to renew His people and His creatures (vv. 2-11). For example, through the sacr? ith 
the Church, He heals the brokenhearted, and He binds up all their wounds (v. 3). He is please? ™ 
those who fear Him, and with those who hope in His mercy (v, 11). ot 
147 Ps 147 exhorts the Church (O Jerusalem and O Zion, v. 1) to praise God the Father for sendic: > |i 
Son to earth (vv. 4, 7). His wind is the Holy Spirit, and from Him the waters shall flow (v. 7). T = | 
Church glorifies the Blessed Trinity in her worship. is 














8 He who declares His word to Jacob, 
His ordinances and judgments to 
Israel. 
9 He did not do so with other nations, 
Nor did He show His judgments to 
them. 


Psalm 148 


lAlleluia; of AZgeus and Zacharias. 


raise the Lord from the heavens: 
Praise Him in the highest, 
2 Praise Him, all you His angels; 
Praise Him, all you His hosts. 
3 Praise Him, sun and moon: 
Praise Him, all you stars and light. 
Praise Him, you heavens of 
heavens, 
And you waters above the heavens. 
Let them praise the Lord’s name. 
For He spoke, and they were made: 
He commanded, and they were 
created. 
He established them forever and 
unto ages of ages; 
He set forth His ordinance, arid it 
Shall not pass away. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
You dragons and all the deeps, 
Fire and hail, snow and ice, 
Stormy wind, which perform His 
word, 
Mountains and all the hills, 
Fruitful trees and all cedars, 
Wild animals and all cattle, 
Creeping things and flying birds, 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
Princes and all judges of the earth, 
Young men and maidens, 
Elders with younger, 
Let them praise the Lord’s name, 
For His name alone is exalted; 
His thanksgiving is in earth and 
heaven. 
And He shall exalt the horn of His 
people, 
A hymn for all His saints, 
For the children of Israel, a people 
who draw near to Him. 
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PSALM 150:6 





Psalm 149 
Alleluia. 


ing to the Lord a new song, 
His praise in the assembly of His holy 


ones. 

Let Israel be glad in Him who made 
him, 

And let the children of Zion greatly 
rejoice in their King. 

Let them praise His name with 
dance; 

With tambourine and harp let them 
sing to Him; 

For the Lord is pleased with His 
people, 

And He shall exalt the gentle with 
salvation. 

The holy ones shall boast in glory, 

And they shall greatly rejoice on their 
beds; 

The high praise of God shall be in 
their mouth 

And a two-edged sword in their hand, 

To deal retribution to the nations, 

Reproving among the peoples, 

To shackle their kings with chains 

And their nobles with fetters of iron, 

To fulfill among them the written 
judgment: 

This glory have all His holy ones. 


Psalm 150 


1A lleluia. 


raise God in His saints; 
Praise Him in the firmament of His 


power; 

Praise Him for His mighty acts; 

Praise Him according to the 
abundance of His greatness. 

Praise Him with the sound of a 
trumpet; 

Praise Him with the harp and lyre; 

Praise Him with timbrel and dance: 

Praise Him with strings and flute: 

Praise Him with resounding cymbals: 

Praise Him with triumphant cymbals: 

Let everything that breathes praise 
the Lord. 

Alleluia, 





psal 
Ps 150 


148—150 Ps 148—150 are called “the Praises,” and they form the conclusion to the Psalter. These three 


ms exhort all creation to praise the Blessed and Holy Trinity. The climax of the Psalter is reached in 
, Where humanity and creation, everywhere and in all circumstances, are called upon to make this 


°x0logy to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, our one God. 
“These psalms are sung every morning in the Church as the Praises of Orthros. 








Psalm 151 ie 


[This is a psalm written with David’s own 
hand, although outside the number, when 
he fought in single combat with Goliath. |, 


was Small among my brothers 
. And the youngest in my father’s house; | ® 
[tended my father’s sheep. | 
2 My hands built a musical instrument; |7 
My fingers tuned a lyre. 
3 And who shall tell my Lord? 
The Lord Himself, He Himself hears. 


PSALM ISI:1 S 778 












He sent forth His Angel ae 
And took me from my father’s sheep, 
And he anointed me with his “a 
anointing oil. | 
My brothers were handsome and t, 
But the Lord took no pleasure in the, 
I went out to meet the foreigner — 
And he cursed me with his idols; 
But I drew his own sword and 
beheaded him, 
And removed disgrace from the 
children of Israel, | 


151 Ps 151 is outside the number of the Psalter, but written with David’s own hand (v. 1). It concerms 
the slaying of the giant Goliath. Historically, David slew him as recorded in 1Kg 17. He slew him through 


humility (I was small, v. 1) and through the Lord (v. 3). 


r 


From a spiritual standpoint, Goliath stands for the sinful passions of arrogance and vainglory (see ako 
Ps 143). Thus, with the Lord's help, we slay these giants with humility. sifi 











At ith tOr SAR RHO ind aes Ancient cae id iis iriko said GI SVs l 
knowledge-that only God could reveal’ to him. The authorship 1 is tued | 
to an Israelite because of the repeated. use ‘of God’s covenant name: YHWH. | 
As transliterated from the Hebrew, it is) commonly rendered, “Yahweh. A 





Da te— There i: is some evidence that the life of Job was male cakes Ban the. is |l 
~ actual writing of the book. He i is thought to have lived during the time of | 
the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob approximately. 1600 BC. s | 









Ma or Theme- ‘diese justice of.. Gade in light ofl human suffering. The’ major Ware | 
©, theme of the Book’ of Job is the’ profound theological problem of how the 
suffering of a just man relates to God 3 in the midst of his testing. The theme - | 
of theodicy is explored throughout the book, with Job’s friends attempting ia | 
provide the explanation for his sutfering. The character. of Job 1 isa type of... | 
Christ who suffers unjustly ay ad i is rece for/his' godliness.) bin deL stals | 

| 


ack round- — Although: this. Henke is considered’a Wisdom book, it is ~ | | | 
2 written asa poetic dialogue. ina ‘prose-narrative literary style. It is the’ longest | i 
ancient Hebrew. poem that has ever been. known to be composed., There was- ij 
much-diffculty throughout history with the various. translations.of this book- i 
because of the unusual language andostyle, 10] 5 caia | TiDHO.26W.dok tzi i 

The Septuagint (Greek) translation i i$ ‘four hundred lines snciee thant the: Š i | 
accepted Hebrew text, perhaps because sections were omitted that were not. 7 | 
understood. The ancient Syriac (Peshitta), Aramaic (arena and Latin Vere 
(Vulgate) had, similar translation diflicultiess+ jay tuan snr ot nlgiostolenl <b @aucse Hi À 
` In the Church, Job’s words have been given’ a unique placea at the eiid ofli linii; |l 


AMC T | j i 


the Divine Liturgy: “Blessed be Msa name i the ORM (1:21), 1 este | 












L ee (1: 12) 18): pow Popod Wo i e Manterlude on Wisdom (28: TAD Mug 
A. Job’s blessings (1: 12509 arif aed ha jill! 4 f TIV. Monologues (29: 1—42: 6)" TUENA 
“Bi Job’s testing (1762218) G1 Yor dene “ena Job’s cry tor vindication (29: TEN £40) 
lI. The Dialogues and Speeches (3: 1—27: Ra da B. Elihu’s speeches (32-1437: 24)" IND OF Sars 
{| > ete’ Job’s lament (3: TEZON E RETS hy RG Discourses between God and Job — uy 
B, First cycle of speeches (4; 124122 eke pal he es: :6) akimi Aye 
: C. Second cycle of speeches (15:1—21: m ibs _ V. Epilogue (42: 7-2 2) id UI aT Haat n 


ayy God's verdict (42; 7-9) we dag 
od ate _B,Job’s restoration (42:10-2 2) ma uns . 


~, 
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_ D.Third cycle of speeches (22;1—26:14) 
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JOB i: cae M 
-™ Faithful Job and His Children «= 


There was a man in the land of Ausitis 
whose name was Job. That man was 
true, blameless, righteous, and God- 
fearing, and he abstained from every evil 
thing.t 2Now he had seven sons and three 
daughters, %and his cattle consisted of 





seven thousand sheep, three thousand 


camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred female donkeys in the pastures. 
Moreover he possessed a very large num- 
ber of house servants. His works were also 
great on the earth, and that man was the 
most noble of all the men of the East. 

4His sons would visit one another and 
prepare a banquet every day, and invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink with 
them. °When the days of their drinking 
were ended, Job sent and purified them: 
and he rose early in the morning and of- 
fered sacrifices for them according to their 


Therefore Job did this continually. 


= Satan Is Permitted to Test Joh ~ 


Then as it so happened one day that be- 
hold, the angels of God came to present 


devil, “Where did you come from?” g 















also came with them. "The Lord said tot 
devil answered the Lord and said, 4 5 h 
here after going about the earth and walg 
ing around under heaven.”t 8Then the k, 
said to him, “Have you yet considered 

servant Job, since there is none like hin 
the earth: a blameless, true, and God. 
fearing man, and one who abstains fron 
every evil thing?” °So the devil answerey 
and said before the Lord, “Does Job Wor. 
ship the Lord for no reason? 10Have You ny 


made a hedge around him, around his 


household, and around all that he has o 


every side? You have blessed the work ol 


his hands, and his cattle have increased in 
the land." But stretch out Your hand ani 
touch all he has, and see if he will bless Yo 
to Your face.” !2Then the Lord said to the 
devil, “Behold, whatever he has I give intg 
your hand; but do not touch him.” Thus the 


p | | devil went out from the Lord. " 
number, as well as one calf for the sins of | 


their souls. For Job said, “Lest my sons con- | 
sider evil things in their mind against God” | 


= Job Loses His Children 
and Property => 


‘SNow there was a day when Job’s son 


and daughters were drinking wine in the 
house of their elder brother,t© ‘Mand be 


hold, a, messenger came to Job and sald 
“The yokes of oxen were plowing, and the 


themselves before the Lord, and the devil | female donkeys were feeding beside the 


1:1 Job was originally called Jobab (42:19). Thanks to the LXX text’he is no longer the mystery man 
“from the land of Uz.” He is from the land of Ausitis, which was located on the borders of Edom and 
Arabia (42:19). He is also a descendant of Abraham through Esau, and his first wife was an Arab (42:20) 
This makes him a Gentile, and Esau the unbeliever was his forefather, St. John Chrysostom, quoting 
Ecc 7:21, notes that the text qualifies Job as blameless, that is, “just,” but that it did not say, “without 
sin.” Only Christ was without sin (Heb 4:15). | 

1:6 Heaven is inaccessible to the devil; yet he came with them because he is an angel with a nature 
similar to the angels of God. However, writes St. Gregory, “He was in the Lord’s sight, but the Lord wes 
not in his sight. When a blind man stands in the sun, he is bathed with the sun's rays, but he still does 
not see the light by which he is lit.” And St. John Chrysostom teaches that "'he came with them’ meari 
nothing else but that [the devil] too is dependent upon God." Paes | 
1:7 The devil accuses the righteous before God “day and night" (Rev 12:10). With God's permission | 
pummels our minds with evil thoughts and weakens our bodies with pain and illness, ever seeking off 
influence us towards evil. But through hardship, the righteous are clothed in the “whole armor © $ 
(Eph 6:13). We are called to “glory in tribulations” (Rom 5:3), knowing that we are to walk in 9 

ence to Christ's commands (Mt 5:10). od 
1:10-12 St. John Chrysostom remarks that Satan's will is his own, but he derives his power from 0 oat 
who does not allow him to act except with justice. He cannot bring harm to the faithful, and even sed | 
its those who wage war against him, “for tribulation makes the strong man stronger.” Jesus conv 
with evil spirits and even granted their request to be sent into a great herd of swine (Lk 8:32. 33). 
1:13 St. Gregory compares the elder brother to the Jews, and the rest of Job's sons and daughter 

the Gentiles, The collapse of the house (v. 19) points to the Final Judgment, when we will eithe! 
crushed by Christ the Rock or take refuge in Him (see Lk 17:26-30). 
1:1-12 This passage is read on Holy Monday, the Monday before Pascha (Easter). 
1:13-22 This passage is read on Holy Tuesday, the Tuesday before Pascha (Easter). 

















and killed the servants with the sword: and 
| alone have escaped to tell you!” !6While 
he was still speaking, another messenger 
came and said to Job, “Fire fell from heaven 
and burned up the sheep; and likewise con- 
sumed the shepherds; and I alone have es- 
caped to tell you!” !“While he was still | 
speaking, another messenger came and | 
said, “Horsemen formed: three bands 
against us, surrounded the’ camels, took | 
them captive, and killed the servants with 
the sword. | alone have escaped to tell you!” 
l8While he was still speaking, another mes- 
senger came and said, “Your sons and 
daughters were eating and drinking wine 
with their elder brother, “and suddenly a 
great wind came from the desert and struck 
the four corners of the house; and it fell on | 
your children, and they died; and! ajone | 
have escaped to tell you!” 

20Then Job arose, tore his robe, ang 
shaved off the hair of his head: and: he fell 





to the ground and’ worshiped, saying.’ | 
21“Naked I came from my mother’s womb. | 
and naked shall I return- The Lord gave, | 
and the Lord has taken away. As it seemed | | 
| to scrape away the discharge and sat on a 


good to the Lord, so also it came'to\pass. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ 


24In all these things that happened, Job _ 


did not sin against the Lord or charge God 
with folly.t 





JOB 2:10 
mw Job Loses His Health 7- 
“) Then again as it so happened another 
day, the angels of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord, and the devil 
also came among them to present himself 
before the Lord. 2The Lord said to the devil, 
“Where did you come from?” Then the devil 
said before the Lord, “I came here from 
walking around under heaven and going 
about all the earth.”t “Then the Lord said to 
the devil, “Have you considered my servant 
Job, since there is none like him on the earth: 
an innocent, true, blameless, and God- 
fearing man, and one who abstains from 
every evil thing? Moreover he still holds 
fast to his integrity, though you told me to 
destroy his possessions without cause.” 
‘Then the devil answered the Lord and 
said, “Skin for skin. Whatever a man has he 
will pay in full for his life.t Yet truly, 








' stretch out Your hand and touch his bones 
_and his flesh, and see if he will bless You to 
| Your. face.” 6So the Lord said to the devil, 


“Behold, I give him over to you; only spare 
his life.” 7Thus the deyil went out from the 
Lord and struck Job with malignant sores 
from head to foot.t 8So he took a potsherd 


dunghill outside the city." ar 

_ *When a period of time passed, his wife 
said to him, “How long will you hold out, 
saying,t Behold, I will wait a little longer, 





1:20 Job did these acts, according to St. Hesychius, less as a sign of mourning than to get rid of what 
possessions were left with him, thus leaving the enemy no means by which he could further test him. 
“He wanted to strip down, nude to nude, with his enemy, and he fell to the ground to humble himself 


before God.” 


1:22 Job did not charge God with injustice for the evils that had befallen him (see Ps 22:2). “It is not the 


events, but the perversity of thoughts, that makes us suspect God of meanness” (JohnChr). 


h, 


2:2 St. Gregory comments that since the devil has already been defeated, the Lord is chiding him for 
the impotence of his pride. St. Hesychius teaches that the devil cannot even speak without first receiv- 


ing permission from God. 


2:4 The devil was unable to understand how Job could seek salvation over saving his own skin—that is, 


his life. 


2:7 St. Gregory remarks that from the beginning, Satan has been working to destroy the Body of Christ, 
inflicting wounds on God's people throughout the history of the Jews, and continuing in his fury until 


he came to the very Head of the Church. 


2:8 Job in his misery is an image of Christ on the Cross. He came “in the likeness of sinful flesh, on ac- 
count of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom 8:3). “With a shard, therefore, the pus is scraped, 
when sin is defeated by the flesh.” St. Gregory also notes that the repentant sinner, like Job, looks “un- 
flinchingly upon the stains of sin by which he is covered." | 

2:9 St. Hesychius teaches that Satan “recruited” Job's wife, as he had done with Eve. St. John Chrysos- 
tom asks, “What are you saying, woman? When God needs to be . . . propitiated, you are, rather, 
Preparing to provoke Him! For if it is God who has caused these bad things, He needs to be invoked, 
Not blasphemed,” And Jesus said, “He who endures to the end will be saved" (Mt 10:22). 


~ »[]= l — 
2:1-10 This passage is read on Holy Wednesday, the Wednesday before Pascha (Easter). 








JOB 211 






llListen, your memory is wiped out from 
the earth: your sons and daughters, the 
pangs and pains of my womb, which | suf- 
fered in vain and with hardships. 
yourself are sitting down, spending the 
nights in the open air among the rottenness 
of worms; and Igo about as a wanderer 
and a handmaid from place to place and 
from house to house, waiting for the setting 
of the sun, so as to rest from my labors and 
pains that now beset me. !*But say a word 
against the Lord and die!” Then Job 
looked at her and said, “You have spoken 
as one of the foolish women speaks. If we 
accepted good things from the Lord’s hand, 
shall we not endure evil things?” In all 
these things that happened to him, Job did 
not sin with his lips against God.' 
æ Job’s Friends Visit Hipi m> 
!6Now when Job’s three friends heard of 
all the evil things that had come upon hiin, 
each one came to him from his own pace— 
Eliphaz the Temanite king, Bildad the 
Shuhite ruler, and Zophar the Naamathite 
king. For they came to him with one ac- 
cord: to visit and comfort him? “Now 
when they saw him from ‘a distance, they 
did not recognize him; and they cried with 
a loud voice and wept. Each one tore his 
robe and sprinkled dust on his head. 1850 
they sat down with him on the ground 
seven days and seven nights, and no one 
spoke to him, for they saw that his afflic- 
tion was terrible and very great. 


= Job Curses His Day of Birth > 


looking for the hope of my aaa 


I2You 


| 


9 


| 10 


cme 


After this, Job opened his moutht 2and 


cursed his day, saying: 


3 “May the day perish on which I was 
born, 
And the night in which they said, 
‘Behold, a male child,’ 
4 May that day be darkness, 
And may the Lord not regard it from 
above; 
Nor may the light come upon it. 





2:15 Job did not sin with his lips: “When holy men Ddarn persecution... 
gress in injurious expressions against God, but they never launch words of reviling against their ve 


adversaries” (GrgGt). 


2:16-18 Job’s three friends came to comfort him, but the contrary took place, because me ina 


they understood the reason he suffered such things. 


3:1-3 Job cursed his day of birth, but as a pious man he never said he could not endure’ his pain. am 
3:8 The sea-monster is identified as Satan (3:8; 7:12; 9:13; 26:12: at: 1; Ps 74:13, 14; 87:4; 89:10; | 


148:7; Is 27:1; 30:7; 51:9; Ezk 29:3; 32:2: Jon 1:17), 





May darkness and th thes shadow of | 









death seize it; 

May a cloud settle on it. 

May that day and night be cursed; 

May darkness carry it away; 

May it not come into the days of the 
year; | | 

May it not be numbered with the days 
of the month. 

But may that night be sorrow, = 

And may no gladness come upon it, 
nor joy. 

But may he who curses that day curse 
it, | 

Even he who is about ia subdue the 
great sea-monster.t 


May the stars of that nee be 


darkened, 

And may it remain dark. | 

May it not come into the light; 

And may it not see the morning m 
arise; 

Because it did not shut up the dni 
my mother’s womb; : 

For it would have removed sorrow — 
from my eyes. | 

Why did I not die in the womi? 

Why did I not perish immediately 
when I came from the womb? 


1. Why did the knees receive me, 


And why did I nurse the breasts? ~ 
For now I would have been lying oars 
and quiet; 
I would have slept and been at rest 
With kings and counselors of the ĉa 
Who were insolent with their ogre | 
Or with rulers who had abundant gol 
And filled their houses with silver 


-Or I would have been like an untimell 


birth 

Proceeding from his mother’ s womb, 

Or like infants who never saw the | 
light. 

There the ungodly have burnt out th? 
fury of wrath; 


| There the weary in body al are at rest 


There men of ancient times have 
ceased together 





rane | 


. they not only never | ‘an 


ST = — aS ed —_— 











To hear the voice of those who 
taxes. | 
i9 The small and great are there, 7 
And the servant who feared his 
master. 
2 Why is light given to those in 
bitterness, i 
And life to souls in pain,t 
21. Who long for death, but do not obtain 
it, | | 
Digging for it like treasures,t 9 
2 And would be very joyful if they could 
obtain it? | 
23 Death is.a rest to such a man, 
For God is against him. 10 
24 For groaning comes before my food: 
And I weep and am oppressed with | 
terror. | 
2 For the terror | was concerned about 
came to me, 
And what I feared happened to me: | | 
4 Neither was I at peace or quiet, nor at | 
rest, : | 
For wrath came upon me.” 17 


te 


collect 


ll 





a Eliphaz Accuses Job v= | 
Then Eliphaz the-femanite ‘answered | 
and said: | | | 


l: 
| 


“Have you been often spoken to in 
distress? | 

But now who shall endure the force of | 

-= your words? 

For though you instructed many, 

And strengthened the hands of the 
weak one,t Hare 

And raised up the sick with your 
words, i 

And imparted courage to feeble 
knees, ASR 

Yet now pain has come upon you and 
touched you; 

And you are anxious. 

Is not your fear, your hope, 


ld 


14 








here, where it lies wounded and cast out” (Gr gGt). 


And the integrity of your way of life 
changed into folly? 

Can you remember anyone pure who 
has perished, 

Or true people who were altogether 
uprooted?t 

According to what I have seen, 

those who plow harmful things and 
those who sow them | 

Will reap pain for themselves. 

They will perish by the command of 
the Lord, ` f | 

And they will be destroyed by the 
breath of His wrath.» 

The strength of the lion, the voice of 
the lioness, 
And the exulting cry of dragons are 

extinguished. 
The old lion has perished for lack of 
See Deva te 7 
And the cubs of the lioness have left _ 
one another. i 


“But.if there had been any truth in your 


words, |. 

None of these evils would have 
befallen you. j | 

Shall not my ear receive extraordinary 
things from him? , 

But just as when terror falls upon men 

With dread at a noise in the night,t 

Shivering and trembling befell me 

And caused my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit came before my face, 

And my hair and flesh shook with 
fear. . 

I arose, but could not recognize it. 

[| looked, and there was no form before 
my eyes, 

But rather a gentle breeze, and a 
voice, saying, | 

‘What? Shall a mortal man be pure in 
the Lord’s sight, 


3:20 “The heart of the just knows its own bitterness because it understands how troublesome is its exile 


3:21 St, Gregory writes that those who seek to die to themselves are like those who dig for treasures. 
"he closer they come to their goal, the more eager they become for the work." 


4:3-6 In his hypocrisy, Eliphaz begins to mock Job for the very virtues he had been praised for. Christ 


was mocked and reviled in a similar way (Lk 23:35-37), 


4:7 Eliphaz could not understand why God would allow a righteous man to suffer, The Fathers give 


| 
ut 
4:13- 


4r reasons why God allows suffering; (1) as a means of punishment, when there is no hope for reha- 
tation (see Jer 30;14, 15 and notes); (2) to bring the sinner to repentance (see Jn 5:14); (3) to prevent 
ure sins (see 2Co 12:7); and (4) “that the power of God might be made known" (Jn 9:2, 3). 

21 St, Gregory comments that Job's friends typify teachers of false doctrines, who pretend to hear 


h ; 
idden words from God in order ta, confuse the weak and to “cast a veil of reverence” over their 


Preaching. 





JOB 4:18 | Pe eee O a ee 
Or blameless before Him in his works? | 10 He causes rain on the earth 











18 If He puts no trust in His servants, And sends water on all the places 
And if He observes a perverse way in under the heaven. 
His angels, 1! He sets the lowly on high 
9 How much more those who dwell in And raises up the lost. 
houses of clay, 12 He frustrates the counsels of the Crafty 
Of whom we also are formed of the So their hands cannot carry out theip 
same clay? plans. ) 
Does not He smite them like a moth? | !3 He catches the wise in their craftines, | 
20 They no longer exist from morning till And subverts the counsel of the 
evening; cunning. 
They have perished, for they cannot l4 Let them encounter darkness in the 
help themselves. | daytime, 
21 For He blows upon them, and they are And may they grope at noontime as 
withered. though it were night. ~ 
They have perished for lack of 15 May they perish in war, 
wisdom. But may the weak escape from the 
<. RI He W hand of the mighty. 
Si SReoroved & Ne ae | 16 May the weak have hope, | 
5 “But call out, if there is anyone who will And aye mouytmontme oinean 
obey you. | be stopped. | 


| see any of the holy | 
ja E SE ess | 17 “But blessed is the man whom God 
2 For wrath destroys a foolish man, : corrects; = SITED oe | 
And envy slays one who is deceived. Therefore, do not reject the chastening 
3 | have seen foolish people taking root, of the Almighty. 


-m 


18 For He causes a man to be in pain, 

| But He restores him again. 

He smites, but His hands heal. 

Six times He shall deliver you out of 


But suddenly their mode cf lite 
consumed them. 
4 May their children be far from 
salvation, 


— 
at ae) 


May they be derided at the gates of troubles, | | 
worse people, And in seven no harm shall touch 
And may there be no one to deliver : _ you. ae 
them. |20 In famine He shall deliver you from 
5 For the righteous will eat what they death, 


And in war He shall free you from the 
power of the sword. 
| He shall hide you from the scourge ° 
the tongue, | 
And you shall not be afraid of evils 


have gathered, 
But they themselves will not be 
_ delivered from calamities. 
Their strength will be exhausted. 
6 For trouble does not come from the 


bo 


earth, when they come. ean ; 
Nor does suffering spring from the 22 You shall laugh at the unrighteous 
mountains: 


the lawless, wil 
And you shall not be afraid of the" 
animals ofthe earth, ay 

23 For the wild animals of the field S™” 


7 Yet man is born for trouble 
As the young bird is born to fly to 
high places. 


8 But surely as for me, I will beseech the be at peace with you. will 
Lord, 24 Then you shall know your house : 
And call upon the Lord and Master of be at peace with you; ` shal 


all, 
9 Who does great, incomprehensible, 
And marvelous things without » 
number, 


And in your dwelling place ther 
be nothing amiss. allt 
25 You shall also know your seed $ 

many, | 











5:1-27 St. Gregory remarks that Eliphaz' words would have been true, had they not been delive™® ji 
against the patience of so great a man. Like the Hebrews, Eliphaz knew the acts of the Lord, but” 
not know His ways (Ps 102:7). 








785 JOB 6:25 
And your children shall be like the For I have not lied about the holy 
grass of the earth. words of my God.t 
2% You shall come to the grave as grain lL What strength do I have, that I should 
reaped in its season, continue? 
Or as a heap of threshed wheat : For how long would my soul endure?t 
harvested at the proper time. 2 [s my strength the strength of stones? 
27 Behold, we have searched this out: Or is my flesh made of bronze? 


i 


This is what we have heard. 31- Or have I not trusted in Him? 
Know for yourself if you have done But help is far from me. 
anything wrong.” 


— 


4 “Mercy has rejected me; 
And the visitation of the Lord has 
disregarded me. 
9 My relatives pay no attention to me. 
They pass me by like a wave, 
Or as though I were a failing brook. 
6 Those who once reverenced me 
Now look upon me like snow or frozen 


m, Mercy Has Rejected Me ma 
But Job answered and said: 


— 


2 “I wish there were someone who would 
weigh the wrath upon me, 

And at the same time lift up my griefs 
on a scale.t 

For indeed they would be heavier than 


— 


Gad 


the sand of the seasnore; ice. 
pun ais EMS my Fo are || For when it melts at the approach of | 
worthless. i the heat, EILD | 
4 For the arrows of the Lord are in my It is no longer recognized for what it 


t8 Thus I have been forsaken by all, 
But I am also lost and homeless.t 
13 Look at the ways of Temanites, 
You who mark the paths of Sabeans. | 
<0 Those who put their trust in cities and 
wealth 
Will be debtors to shame. 
21 But you have also come to me without 


Whose anger drinks my blood: 
For when I begin to speak, they pierce 


me. 

What then? Will the wild donkey bray 
for no reason 

If he is not seeking food? 

Or will the ox moo at the manger 
when it has fodder?t 


on 


®© Will bread be eaten without salt? mercy, 
Or is there any taste in empty words? That seeing my wound you were 
’ My soul cannot stop groaning, | ` afraid: 
For I see my food to be like the smell.. | What? Have I ever made any demand 
of a lion. of you? 


Or do I need your strength 
23 ‘To deliver me from enemies, 
Or to rescue me from the hand of the 
mighty? 


* “Would that my request would come 
about, 

And the Lord would grant my hope. 

Let the Lord begin and wound me, 

But let Him not utterly destroy me. 

May the grave be my city upon the 
walls which I have leaped. 

! will not turn away from it, 


24 “Teach me, and I will keep quiet. 
Tell me wherein I have erred. 
9 But as it seems, the words of a true 
man are worthless, 


= 
bh 





6:2 Christ is the scale. He “came to weigh the merit of our life, and brought down with Him both jus- 

tice and lovingkindness together” (GrgGt). 

6:5-7 God is the Source of both physical and spiritual food. Christ is the bread that satisfies, and His 

words, being “salted with truth,” give eternal life. — 

6:10 Having placed his hope in the Lord, Job faced the grave with peace of soul. It was Eliphaz who 

had lied about the holy words of . . . God. 

A 1-13 “The strength of the righteous Is to subdue the flesh, to love the hardships of this world for 

a € sake of eternal rewards, to count the allurements of prosperity as nothing, and to overcome the 

read of adversity in our heart” (GrgGt). | 

ihe Job's lament gives voice to Christ in His Passion, summed up when He cried out, “My God, My God, 

y have You forsaken Me?” (Ps 21:1; Mt 27:46). ) 
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JOB 6:26 


For I do not ask strength of you. 

Neither will your rebuke cause me to 
cease my words, 

Nor will I endure the sound of your 
word. 

Nevertheless you attack the orphan, 

And you jump on your friend. 

28 Now therefore, after I looked on your 
faces, I will not lie. i 

Sit down now, and may there be n 
wrongdoing; 

And. come together again with a 
righteous man. 





Or does not my throat cultivate 
understanding? 


My Life Is Vain = 
“Is not the life of a man on earth an 
ordeal? 
Is not his life also like the life ofa 
hired man working by the day, 


t3 


Or like one who grasps for a shadow, 
Or like a hired man who eagerly looks 
for his wages? 
3 So I have been enduring months of 
futility, 
And agonizing nights have been 
appointed for me. 
* When Ilie down, I say, ‘When will it 
be day?’ 
When I arise, I say, ‘When will it be 
evening?’ 
I am full of pains from evening to 
morning. : 
My body is covered with loathsome 
worms, 
And | am wasting away | 
As | scrape off clods of dust from my 
eruption. : 


6 “My life is lighter than speech 
And perishes with an empty hope. 

7 Remember then, my life is a breath, 

And my eye will no longer return to 
see good. 

The eye of him who sees me will not 
see me again; 





7:8 | am no more speaks of death and 


There is no wrongdoing on my tongue, 


Or like a servant who fears his master, | As TNR + aa 
Š |15 You will separate life from my spirit, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a 





judgment, for believers know that they “will be lost if they aè 


21 





from the sky, 
For if a man goes down to Hades, he 
shall not come up again. | 
10 He shall not return to his own house 
Nor shall his place know him 
anymore. - 


11 “Now then, neither will I restrain my 
mouth. | 
I will speak by necessity, 


Because I will disclose the bitterness 


of my soul 
When I am oppressed.t 
12 Am Fasea, or a serpent, 
That You set a guard over me?t 
13 | said, ‘My bed will comfort me, 
And on my couch I will counsel 
privately with myself? 
‘4 You scare me with dreams and terrify 
me with visions. 


Yet keep my bones from death. 


l6 For I will not live forever, that I should 


patiently endure. | 
Let me alone, for my life is vain. 


17 “What is man, that You should exalt 
nim. Ree 
Or that You should set Your heart on 
him, ‘a 
‘8 Or that You should visit him every 
morning | | 
And judge him till the time of rest? 


|19 How long will You neither let me 


alone, 

Nor let me go until I swallow my 
Saliva in grief? 

“0 If I have sinned, what can | do to You 

O You who understand the heart of 
men? 7 | 

Why have You set me as Your 
accuser? ay 

Why am I a burden to You?t 


lawlessness ‘eo 
And purged my sin? 


judged apart from mercy, for even this very life that we seem to live righteously is sin” (GrgGt): 
7:11 St, Gregory remarks that we are to approach confession with Job's frame of mind. 


7:12 St, Hesychius comments that a guard refers to the enemy, who is allowed to afflict the r ignteo | 


with hard trials. 


7:20, 21 Christ also asked "why?" while hanging on the Cross (Mt 27:46), Job looked to death for 


brought a new covenant of life and hope. 


‘ 
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Your eyes are on me, I am no moret 
9? Tam like the cloud that cleared away 


Why then have You not forgotten ™ 





(v. 21), but Christ's death purged our lawlessness (Jn 1:29), and His Resurrection in the morning (ps 3 


1 
i 
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But now I will depart into the earth, 
And in the morning I will no longer be 
here.” . ; 


«. Bildad: The Ungodly Will Perish -= 
Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and 
said:? | 


» “How long will you speak these things, 

And the breath of your mouth be filled 
with words? 

Will the Lord do wrong when He 
judges,. 

Or will He who made all things 
trouble righteousness? 

If your sons sinned against Him, 

He sent them away. because of their 
lawlessness. ) 

But come early in the morning 

And make your supplication to the 
Lord Almighty. 

If you are pure and true, He will hear 
your supplication 

And restore to you the dwelling of the 
righteous. | 

Though your beginning shall be 
small, | 

Your latter end will be abundantly 
great. 7 

For inquire about the former 
generation 

And search among the race of our 
fathers; 

For we are of yesterday and know 
nothing, 

Because our life on earth is a shadow. 

Will they not teach you and proclaim 
to you, 

And bring forth words from their 
heart? | 


at 
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a 
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‘Can the papyrus bloom without 
_- water, | 
Or can the reeds flourish without 
 Mmoisture?t | 
While it is still on the root and not yet 
harvested, i 
Does not any vegetation wither before 
it receives moisture? 
0 Shall be the end of all who forget — 
the Lord, | 


— 
Paz 


— 
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BIg 

tg How long? The unjust cannot bear the edifying words of the ri 
f N truths boldly and with big words so they will appear learned. | 
of ae Bildad’s images, which rightly describe all who forget the Lord, are wasted on Job. In speaking 
“tha >€ “ho have forgotten God, St. Gregory writes that while they accept God's gifts and blessings, 

9 Not seek His glory, but their own applause, " | Pe eer 

5 Question is answered in Christ, the only truly righteous One. 
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For the hope of the ungodly shall 
perish. | 

For his house shall be without 
inhabitants, 

And his tent shall turn out to be a 
spider’s web. 

If he props up his house, it will not 
stand, 

And when he takes hold of it, it will 
not endure. 

For it is moist under the sun, 

And his branch shall come forth out of 
his rottenness. 

He shall lie down upon a pile of 
rocks : 

And shall live in the midst of flints. 

If he is swallowed up, his place shall 
deny him. 

You have not seen such things; 


16 
| 17 
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“That such is the destruction of the 

ungodly, 

And out of the earth another will grow 
up again. 

For the Lord will not cast off the 
innocent, | 

Nor will He accept any gift of an 
ungodly man, 

He will fill the mouth of the true with 
laughter 

And their lips with thanksgiving. 

But their enemies will be clothed with 
shame, | 

And the dwelling of an ungodly man 
will be no more.” | 


æ Job Has No Mediator -= 
Then Job answered and said: 
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2 “I know that is true, | 
But how can a mortal man be 
righteous before the Lord?t 
If he should wish to enter into 
judgment with Him, 
The Lord would not listen to him, 
For he could not answer to one out of 
a thousand of His charges. 
He is wise in mind and mighty and 
great, 
Who has hardened himself against 
Him and endured? 


| d 


4 





ghteous, but speak even well- 





JOB 9:5 ie E 

For though I were righteous, my 

mouth will be impious: | 

And though I were blameless, | Will be. 
perverse. | 


He who makes the mountains old, and 
men do not know it; 

He who overturns them in His wrath;t 

He who shakes the earth under heaven 
from its foundations. 

And its pillars tremble: 

He who commands the sun, and it 
does not rise; 

He who seals off the stars: 





ay 
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L “If I am ungodly, I do not know it inm 
soul, | iy 

But my life is taken away. | 
Therefore I said, ‘Wrath destroys the 


| 
ba 










8 He who alone stretches out heaven; | great and the mighty.’ 
He who walks on the sea as on firm 23 The wrongdoers die violently, 
ground:t But the righteous are laughed to Scort, 
3 He who makes Pleiades, Hesperus, 24 For they are delivered into the hands 
and Arcturus, of the ungodly man. 
And the chambers of the south;t He covers the faces of the judges of 
10 He who does great and unsearchable the earth. , 
things, If it is not He, who else could it be? 
Glorious and marvelous things | =i 
without number. 2 “Now my life passes swifter than a 
ll If He goes beyond me, I do not see runner; 
Him: My days have fled away, and they do — 
If He passes by me, I do not perceive not see it. 
Him; | 2 Do the ships leave a mark of their path? 
2 If He takes away, who can turn Him | Or does a flying eagle leave a trace of 
back? its soaring as it seeks its prey? 
Who can say to Him, ‘What have You “! IfI say, ‘I will forget to speak,’ 
done?’ I will bow down my face and groan. 
l 


For if He turns away His wrath, 
The great sea creatures under heaven 
lie prostrate beneath Him. 


I shake with fear in all my limbs; 

I know You will not leave me as 
innocent. 

But since I am ungodly, why have I mi 
died? 

If I should wash myself with snow 

And cleanse myself with pure hands, | 

You have fully immersed me in filth, 

And my garment detests me. | | 


— 


4 “Would then that He would hear me, or | 


judge my words. 

For though I be righteous, He will not 
listen to me. 

I will entreat His judgment.t 

© If I should call, and He hears me. 

I would not believe He is listening to 
me. 

Let Him not destroy me with darkness, 

But He has caused my great 
destruction to no purpose. 


5 


== 


“For You are not a man, as I am, 
With whom I could contend, 
That we should go to judgment 

together. 


= 
=} 


3 Would that we had a mediator whe 
l8 For He will not allow me to draw would cross-examine | 
breath, And hear the case between us. 
n But has filled me with bitterness. 34. Let Him remove the rod from mê. 


For if He is strong in power, 


And do not let the fear of Him dist’ 
Who then can resist His judgment? 


me, 









9:5 5t. Ambrose sees in the mountains a type of the Old Testament and the Prophets. “The Jew ard 


old; grace was renewed.” Christ “overturned” the understanding of the Law (2Co 5:17) and establi" 
the comprehension that is of the Spirit. 


9:8 5t. Gregory the Great sees in heaven a type of the preaching of the apostles and evangelists g “ 
St. Cyril notes that this is the same Lord who, as Man, walked on the sea as on firm ground (Jn £ God 


9:9-13 St. Hesychius sees v. 9 as denoting all of God's great works, and compares v. 10 to Jn 21:25 
goes beyond us (v. 11) when He defers j 


udgment, and passes by when He visits us. must 
9:15 “All human righteousness is proved unrighteous if it is judged in strict rules”; therefore wer 
be strenuous in prayer, so that our righteous deeds may be seasoned by humility (GrgGt), 


b 
| 
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5 Then I will not be afraid, but will 
speak, 
For | am not conscious of any guilt, 


sa Lord, Why Have You Judged Me? sr 
| () “Since I am weary and groaning in 
i my soul, 
I will let loose my words to Him. 
Because | am distressed, 
I will speak in the bitterness of my 
soul.t 
2 | will say to the Lord, ‘Do not teach me 
to be ungodly. 
Why have You thus judged me? 
3 Is it good before You if I do wrong, 
And that You renounce the work of 
Your hands, 
And give heed to the counsel of the 
ungodly? 
4 Do You see as the mortal sees? 
Do You see as man sees? 
9 Is Your life human life? 
Are Your years like the years of a man, 
6 That You examined my lawlessness 
And searched out my sins? 
' You know I have not acted impiously. 
But who is he who can deliver from 
Your hands? 


_ 5 ‘Your hands fashioned and made me: 
| Then You changed Your mind and 
| struck me.t 
* Remember that You fashioned me as 
clay,. 
But You are turning me back to earth 
again.t 
" Did You not squeeze me out like milk 
And curdle me like cheese? 
‘' You clothed me with skin and flesh, 
And knit me together with bones and 
sinews. 


J . : — a 


10:1-3 Here we see Job growing weaker, calling on God's help lest he give heed to the enemy. Job, like 
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And Your visitation has guarded my 
spirit. 


‘Since You have these things in 


Yourself, 

I Know You are able to do all things; 

For nothing is impossible for You. 

For if. I sin, You watch me; 

And because of my lawlessness 

You will not consider me innocent. 

For if I am ungodly, woe to me, 

And if | am righteous, I cannot lift up 
my head; 

For I am full of dishonor. 

I am trapped like a lion for slaughter; 

For again You have changed, and You 
are destroying me. 

You renewed my affliction upon me, 

And dealt with me in great wrath: 

For You brought severe ordeals upon 
me, 7 


‘Why then did You bring me out of the | 


womb? 

Why did I not die, and no eye see 
me? , 

Why have I become as though I had 
not been? 

For why was I not carried from the 
womb to the grave? 

Is not the time of my life short? 

Allow me to rest a littlet 

Before I go to the place from which I 
shall not return, 

To an obscure and dark land, 

To a land of eternal darkness, where 
there is no light, i 

Neither can any one see the life of 
mortals.’ ” 


Christ, “learned obedience through the things which He suffered" (Heb 5:8). 


10:8-12 St. Ambrose writes that Job, knowing no one is immune from falling, rejects what comes from 
unholiness and confesses what comes from weakness. To act in an unholy way is not part of the human 


condition; rather, it comes from the “poison of unbelief.” Man’s pardon lies in God's mercy and not in 


man’s power. 


10:9-12 From his conception, man is shaped by God. St. Cyril writes, “None of the members of the 


body as formed from the beginning is polluted, Let the mouths of all heretics be stopped who slander 


their bodies, or rather, Him who formed them” (see 1Co 6:19). 
10:20 The righteous ask that their trials might be over, says St. Hesychius, so that many around them 
Night not stumble as a result of seeing so much suffering and sorrow. Sp 


10:20-22 St. Hesychius writes that this land refers to hell; “Man should fear going into these places." ; 


3t, regory remarks, “But what advantage is it for us to foreknow these things, if it is not our lot to 
"scape them?” Indeed, Job knew he would be redeemed (19:25). Therefore, as the Lord says, “Walk 
While you have the light, lest darkness overtake you" (Jn 12:35). 
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JOB 10:22 


| You granted me life and mercy, 
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“He who speaks much should also 











s. Job Rebuked by Zophar > | And ne ric a ai Wi. lodge 
} ei mnthitée® an- n your dwelling. Bh) 
I OPA i aa am ae |e For in this way, your face will shine 
| forth like pure water, 
For you will cleanse away the filthy, 
will not fear. ie 
16 Then you will forget this hardship 
Like a wave that has passed away: 
And you will not be terrified. 
17 Your prayer will be like the morning 
star. 
At midday, life will rise to you. 
|18 You will be confident because you 
have hope; | 
And peace shall bring light to you oy 
of anxiety and care. | Oily al 
19 You will also be at rest, — 
And there will be no one to fight 
against you. at cee 
Many will change their mind about 
you and supplicate you. 
20 But salvation will forsake them, for 





listen in turn, 

Or does the fluent speaker think 
himself to be righteous? 

Blessed is the short-lived offspring of 
a woman. 

Do not be wordy in your speech, 

For there is no one to reply to you. 

Do not say, ‘I am pure in my works 

And blameless before Him.’ 

But how does the Lord speak to you? 

He will open His lips against you. 

Then He will declare to you the power 
of wisdom, 

For it shall be double in your case. 

At that time you will Know a worthy 
recompense 

Has come to you from the Lord 


| 2 = : 
Brean ane aie their hope will be lost, | 
See Ne OL VOUE DUS, | And the eyes of the ungodly will melt ` 
” = {i SP 
Will you find the traces Ofte Lord? away: ae T VONA 
Have you reached the outer extremities ==. Job Chides His Critics > 
Of what the Almighty has made? Then Job answered and said: 
Heaven is high, and what will you do? 192 | 
And what do you know, 2 “Moreover youaremen. 
For ae ate even: deeper things in | Surely wisdom will die with you? 
ades: oe 


3 But I also have a heart as well as yot: | 


| 


Do you Know those dimensions 

That are longer than the earth and 
broader than the sea? 

If He should overthrow everything, 

Who then will say to Him, ‘What have 


4 “A righteous and blameless man 
Has become an object of mockery. 
5 For it had been ordained that he 
should fall 


You done?’ Under the power of others at the ~ 
For He knows the works of the appointed time, Tae) 
lawless; And his houses should be plundered 


And when He sees wrongs, He shall 


: by the lawless.t 
not overlook them. 


|S Let not, however, any one be 


But man vainly swims in words, persuaded , 
| And a mortal born of a woman is That, if he is evil, he will be held 
equal to a donkey in the desert. innocent. Bil 


If you have made your heart pure 


Let not those who provoke the Lori 
And stretch out your hands toward al 


Be persuaded there will be no t" 


KONTET them. 

If something lawless is done by your | asi 
hands, “> |?) “But now ask the four-footed animai 

Put it far away from you; they may speak to you, pi 


11:1-20 Unlike Job, Zophar had all the answers and no questions. Zophar is incorrect in asserting pi 


a man does all the “right” things, God will bless him; when in fact, man’s will cannot force God w 
The intellectual demands of men like these are satisfied with their manmade theories and doc!” 
They are more anxious to appease an inaccessible God than to trust in a God who loves them: e 
12:5, 6 The appointed time also speaks of the Day of Judgment, when the innocent One will ju I | 
those who provoked Him. | Ki ' | 
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And the birds of the air if they may 
report it to you. 
8 ‘Tell the earth if it may interpret it to 
you, | 
And the fish of the sea will explain to 
you. 
2 Who among all these does not know 
The hand of the Lord created them. 
0 That in His hand is the life of every 
living thing, 
And the breath of every man? 
it For indeed, the ear discerns’ words, 
And the palate tastes wheat. 
2 In length of time is wisdom, 
And in long life, knowledge. 


3 “With Him are wisdom and power: 
With Him are counsel and 
understanding. 
4 If He tears down a house. who wil} 
build it up again? 
If He closes a door against men, who 
will open it? 
9 If He withholds the water, He willdry 
up the earth: | 
If He lets it loose, Hë will destroy and 
ruin it.t 
i6 With Him are might and strength. 
He has knowledge and understanding. 
He leads counselors away captive 
And makes fools of judges. 
He sets kings upon thrones 
And binds their waist with a belt. 
He sends priests away into captivity 
And overthrows the mighty of the 
earth. | 
He changes the lips of the faithful 
And knows the understanding of 
elders. 
He pours dishonor on rulers 
And heals the humble. 
He uncovers deep things out of 
darkness OW 
And has brought into light the shadow 
of death.t | 
He leads the nations astray and 
destroys them. 
He overthrows the nations and leads 
them away. 





12:15 St. Gregory the 


244 He changes the hearts of rulers 


I 


JOB 





And leads them astray in a way they 
have not Known. 


|^ May they grope in darkness, 


And may they go astray like a 
drunken man. 


] 4 “Behold, my eye has seen all these 
things, _ 
And my ear has heard them.t 


2 What you know, I also know; 


— e e -m 
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I am not of lesser understanding than 
you. | 
3 Nevertheless I will speak to the Lord 
And will reason before Him if He wills. 
4 For you are all dishonest physicians 
and healers of diseases. 
>» But would that you were silent, 
‘or it would lead you to wisdom. 
Hear the conviction of my mouth 
And heed the judgment of my lips. 
i Do yow not speak before the Lord 
ånd utter deceit before Him? 
83 Will you draw back? 
But you yourselves be judges. 
’ — Would it be well for you if He searched 
you out? . 
For if you make every effort to join 
yourselves to Him, M3 
” He will surely rebuke you if you also 
secretly show favoritism. 
Will not His terror make you dizzy 
And His fear fall upon you? 
¢ In the end, your insolence will go 
'- away like ashes 
And your body like clay. 
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3 “Be silent, that I may speak - 
And put my anger to rest, 
So I may take my flesh in my teeth 
And put my life-in my hand. 
5 Though the Mighty One should lay His 
hand upon me, | 
And already He has begun, 
-Twill speak and reason before Him. 
6 This will turn for me into salvation, 
For there shall be no deceit before Him. 
17 Listen, listen to my words, _ 
For I will report them in your hearing.t 


d 
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Great interprets water to mean the grace of the Holy Spirit. If the grace of the 


Oly Spirit is withdrawn from the hearer’s mind, the sense is immediately dried up," LÄN 
12:22 The shadow of death is the Law, which makes all sinners liable to punishment by death; but 


rist brought light to the shadows (GrgGt). 


3:1 God reveals His mysteries to the ones He has found to be holy (Hesych). | 
3:17-28 Job's is the voice of mankind, “eagerly desiring to advance from fear to love. ... He seeks the 


“ery presence of his Creator, familiarly, in the flesh,” that he might both hear and be heard (GrgGt). 





18 


ho 
(=p) 


2i 


l 





14:5 God sets bounds to our spiritual attainments: We learn humil 
master, that we may not be exalted by those things we have the p 
14:7-11 Christ was cut down in His death; but w 
send out tender shoots—“the faithful being mul 
(GrgGt). 

14:14 Will man live again: “Our Lord, when He was 
were weak in Himself, saying, ʻO My Father, if it 
that He might remove their fear, He took it in Himself” (GrgGt). 


JOB [3:18 





Behold, I am near my judgment: 


| know I shall appear righteous. 

Who is he who will judge me, 

That I should now be silent and be 
wanting? 


“a Job’s Prayer to God m 
“Grant me two things, 

Then I will not hide my face from You: 

Withdraw Your hand far from me, 

And let not the fear of You terrify me. 

Then You will call, and I will obey You: 

Or You will speak, then I will give You 
an answer. F 

How many are my sins and 
transgressions? 

Teach me what they are. 

Why do You hide Yourself from me 

And regard me as Your enemy? 

Will You take heed of me as a leaf 
Shaken by. the wind? 

Or will You set Yourself. against me as 
grass blown by: the wind? 

For You wrote evil things against me 

And compassed me with the sins of 
my youth. 

You have put my foot in the STOCKS, 

Have watched all my works, 

And have penetrated into the roots of 
my feet, 

Which have become old like a 
wineskin 

Or like a moth-eaten garment. 


4 “For mortal man born of woman 
Is short-lived and full of wrath. 
He falls like a flower that blooms, 
And like a shadow, he does not 

continue. | 
Have You not taken account of him 
And brought him to judgment before 
You? | 

For who shall be pure from 

uncleanness? No one, 

Even if his life is but one day upon the 

earth, 

His months are numbered by You. 


DO 


aD 





| 11 


13 “For would that You had kept me in the | 





near His passion, took up the voice of those WY | 
is possible, let this cup pass from Me’ (Mt 26:39) j 





You appointed a time for him, and he 
cannot exceed it.t | 
è Depart from him that he may reg 
And let him be pleased with his lifa, 
a hired laborer. af 


æ I Will Wait until I Arise! > 
“For there is hope for a tree, eve 
cut down, 
That it will sprout again, and its tengy. 
shoots will not fail.t 
For though its root may grow Old in 
the earth. 
And its stump may die in the rocky 
ground, , | 
Yet at the scent of water it will bud 
And bring forth a crop like one newly 
planted. . | 
But a man who dies is utterly gone, 
And when a mortal has fallen, he is m 
more. | | 
For in time the sea is drawn down, 
And a river stops flowing, 
And the river bed dries up. 
So too, when man falls asleep in 
death, he will not rise, _ 
For the dead will not awake until 
heaven is dissolved. 


=] 


n if iti 


= 













grave, A 
That You had hidden me until Your 
wrath ceases, 
And that You would appoint me a sel 
time | 
In which You would remember me. 
For will man live again BE 
After he completes his course of lif@ — 
and dies? | 
I will wait until I arise.t | 
Then You will-call, and | will answe 
You, You 
But do not cast away the works of 
hands. “id 4 
For You have numbered my practic® 
And not one of my sins will escapè 
You. 


ity by the things we are unable © 
ower to do (GrgGt). | ail 
ould sprout again in His Resurrection (see Ps 1:3}? 
tiplied by His Resurrection grew out far and wide 





SeSPEeLlLEbE AFTE RDEAT Hr@ae 


») For the ancient Hebrews, death meant a return to the same carth from which all are 

© taken: “For earth you are, and to the earth you shall return” (Gn 3:19; Job 7:21). 

R (Q Nevertheless, a general idea developed that the souls of the dead do continue, though 
| only in a shadowy, semi-comatose kind of existence in a netherworld called sheol, or 
‘\ Hades (Gn 37:34, 35; Pss 114:3, 138:8; Is 14:9-11), a land of “oblivion” 

(Ps 87: 10-12: Job 14: 18- 159), In freol- Mihe depths or abyss of the earth, “the Pit”—even the 

“ghteous dead abide, without any power of deliverance (Job 7:6-10; Ps 88: 48; Is 38:18; 

Ezk 26:19-21). Yet there was at least a general hope that one’s memory would be kept alive 
by one’s community and descendants (Ps 111:1-6; Pr 10:7; Dt 25:5, 6). 

Only gradually did God reveal glimpses of a glorious life after death to His people, a hope 
that would become available to all through the power of Christ’s Resurrection. An early hint 
of this coming hope was revealed to Job. Amid his terrible suffering, Job asks, “If a:man dies, 
shall he live again?” And through a flash of divine insight, he says: “I will wait until I arise” 


(Job 14:14). Psalms also begin to reflect upon personal resurrection to everlasting life 
(Ps 15:8-11; 48:15; 70: 20-23; 90:1-16). 


The first indications of a corporate resurrection of the people of Israel are givert in the 8th 
century BC through Hosea (Hos 6:1—3; 13:14) and Isaiah (Is 26:19). In the early 6th century 
BC, Ezekiel receives the dramatic vision of a miraculous reconstitution of “the whole house of 
Israel” on the plain covered with dry bones (Ezk 37:114). The Church reads this passage tri- 
umphantly on Great and Holy Saturday. Why? Because it is prophetic of the freeing of all the 
souls from Hades by Christ on that dav (1Pt 3:19; Eph 4:8-10) and the general resurrection 
of all the dead on the last d AVE | 





By the late first century BC, as seen in the Wisdom of Solomon, immortality is directly 
linked with living in wisdom end tixhteousness: “Kinship with Wisdom is immortality” 
(WSol 8:17); “The righteous snall tive forever” (WSol, 5:15; see also 1:13—-15; 2:22, 23: 
6:17-21). Various passages from this book (WSol 3:1-9; 4:7-15; 5:15—6:3) are read at 
Vespers in commemoration of somé of the more prominent saints. - 

At the time of Christ, the Sadducees rejected belief in an afterlife (see Mt 22:23), while 
the Pharisees did believe in resurrection and immortality (Acts 23:6-8). It was the Pharisees’ 
view which came to dominate in later Judaism. Lazarus’ sister Martha knew about a general 

“resurrection at the last day” (Jn 11:24), but Jesus declares to her that resurrection and eternal 

life come only through Him (Jn 11:25; see 3:14-16; 4:14; 6:40, 47-58; 14:1-6). 


Christ promises that believers will be with Him after their death (Lk 23:42, 43; see 
2Co 5:8; Php 1:21-23). The souls of believers are further enlightened in Christ, as they aa 
Experience a foretaste of the eternal heayenly kingdom. Yet all the departed still await the D 
general resurrection, the day when their souls will be reunited with their bodies, which $74 
are transformed into a glorified state (1Co 15:50-54) like Christ’s own body SE 
(Php 3:20, 21; 1Jn 3:2), ri 





JOB [4:17 


You sealed up my lawlessness in a bag 
And marked if I transgressed 
unwillingly.t 





_ 


10 


t8 “Truly a mountain falls and crumbles in 
pieces; 
And a rock wears out in its place. 
19 Waters wear away stones, | 
And overflowing torrents wash away 
the soil of the earth; 
And You destroy the duration of man. 
You push him to his end, and he is 
gone. | 
You set your face against him and 
send him away. 
21 If his children multiply themselves, he 
does not know it, 
And if they be few, he does not | 
perceive it. Hoe 
But the muscles of his body feel pain, | 
And his soul grieves. | 


= 


] 


20 


4 


b 
b3 


15 





~ Eliphaz Renders Job Guilty = 


Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered 
and said:t 


16 
| 





5 


2 “Will a wise man give as an answera 


breath of understanding. 
And does he satisfy the pain in his 
belly, 
’ Arguing with sayings which are not 
necessary 
And with words wherein is no profit? 
Have you not moreover cast off fear. 
And accomplished such words before 


4 


the Lord? 0 
° — You are guilty because of the words of. 
your mouth, 
Nor have you discerned the words of 
the mighty. a} 


6 May your mouth convict you, and not I; | 
For your lips will testify against you. 


7 “What? Are you the first man who was 
born? 
Or were you made before the beaches? | 
* Have you heard the doctrine of the 
Lord, 
And has wisdom come only to you? 


| 23 





17). But “one day it 
(GrgGt). 





What do you know that we do noe ) 


14:17 As a mortal man, Job has transgressed unwillingly, that is, “sin not leading to death” (Un 5:16, 
may also come forth out of the bag of secrecy 












What do you understand that we do 


not also? 
Both the aged and the very old are 
among us, 


Much older than your father. 

You have been punished for only a fa 
of your sins; _ aes | 

You have spoken haughtily and 
exceedingly. 

Why has your heart dared, 

Or what are your eyes set on, 

That you have vented your anger 
before the Lord 

And brought forth such words from 
your mouth? 


“For who is the mortal that shall be 
blameless, - | 
Or who is born of a woman that shall 
pe righteous, | eo EN : 
Since He does not trust His saints | 
And heaven is not pure in His sight? 
Alas then, detestable and unclean isa 
man f! 
Who drinks wrongdoings like water! 


7 “But I will tell you, listen tome; 


I will tell you what I have now seen, 

What wise men say. | 

They did not hide anything received 
from their fathers. , 

To them alone the earth was given, 

And no stranger came among them. — 

All the life of an ungodly man is spent 
in anxiety, | pi" 

And the years granted an oppresso! 
are numbered.t ` i 

Fear is in his ears, ~ eal 

And when he at last seems to be at 
peace, 

His destruction comes. 

Let him not believe he will return from 
darkness, -Wil 

For he has already been given ove! t 
the power of the sword. 

He has been appointed to be food fO! 
vultures, 





into the publicity of the Judg™ 


15:1-6 “Blessed Job bears a type of the Holy Church universal, and his friends bear the likeness of 


heretics” (GrgGt). 


15:20 “With their feeble insight, [Job's friends] did not perceive that the Lord had 
tempted so that, like an athlete of Christ, he might be fa 


crown of a greater glory” (AmbM), 


. pe 
given him over the 


shioned by the temptations and attain 





JOB 16:17 


I als codia Speak as you do, 

If indeed your soul were in my soul’s 
place. 

Then I would attack you with words 

And shake my head at you. 





And he knows in himself that he lives 
in a dead body; 

And a dark day will carry him away 
like a whirlwind, 

Trouble and anguish will come upon 


E 
ie 


him, But would there were strength in my 
And like a general he will fall i in the mouth: 
first rank. Then I would not spare the movement 
25 For he lifted his hands against the of my lips. 
Lord | 
And acted defiantly against the PT The Lord Has Rejected Me pa 
Almighty Lord. “If I should speak, I would feel the pain 


of my wound, | 

But if I also should be silent, how 
would I be less wounded? 

But now He has made me weary-and a 
worn-out fool, 

And you have laid hold of me. 

My falsehood has become a testimony. 

It rises up and argues against me to 


2 He ran in His sight with insolence, 
With the thickness of his wide shield. 


27 “For he covered his face with. his’ fat 
And put a collar upon his thighs. 

28 May he lodge in deserted cities 
And enter uninhabited houses: 
And what they prepared, others will 





carry away, oS Anny face. 
2 Let him not grow rich, nor let his |” He vented His wrath and struck me 
possessions remain: | down; 
Let him not cast.a shadow. upon the He gnashed at me with His teeth; 


The arrows of the raiders fell on me. 
0 He attacked me with the sharp darts 


| earth, 
3% Neither let him escape the darkness. 





Let the wind wither his|biossom. and a oi ae Eyes; iima 
let his flower fall. off. | , SuuGz me on the check, 
‘L Let him not believe he will endure, i With one accord they ran me down. 
For futility will be his reward. _ For the Lord delivered me into the 
2 His harvest will perish before its Me eee ao USA 
gathering, Fees ‘ite prep 
_ And his branch will not flourish. When I was at peace, He rejected me. 
® May he be gathered prematurely like | He took me by the hair of my head 
unripe grapes, Poss Seite 
And may he fall off like the blossom of m a pa AFDATA R 
: an oliye tree. mine: ESSES D ERS 
“ For death is the witness of the ungodly a pge Py ARTA SARSA 
man, ew BOLE? Ou 
And fire will burn the houses of those a Rur my gall on-the ground. 
7 who take: bribes: unning at ne with all their 
~ S0 he will conceive sorrows, his end strength, 
will be They knocked me down, head over 
van; n heels 
And his belly shall bear deceit. Ibo E EAE cunts 
œ Job’s Friends Are Bad Comforters And my strength is spent on the 
16 Then Job answered and said: ep FOUN os 
‘er , ro | lë My belly is on fire because of 
l have heard many such things; Weeping, 
, Youare all bad comforters. And shade is on my eyelids. 
hat order is there in words of wind? |17 Yet there was no wrongdoing in my 
Or what troubles you, that you answer hands, 
thus? | | And my prayer is pure.t 






ich '8 St, Hesychius compares this verse to Christ! 5 MEENA at Judas’ s hands Wn 13:21; Mt 26:25). i 
6:1 7 Compare this verse to 1Pt 2:22 and Lk 23:24, | i 








JOB 16:18 








‘SO earth, do not cover the blood of my 





My days have passed in £roanin 











_ flesh, And my heartstrings are broken 
Nor may my cry have a place.t 2 Light turned night into day, — 
> Now behold, my witness is in the It is near at the appearance of 
heavens, darkness. 
And the One who knows me 3 IfI tarry, Hades is my home, 
thoroughly is on high. And my bed is spread in darkness 
“0 May my supplication come before the |! I called upon death to be my father 
Lord, And decay to be my mother and my 
And may my eyes pour out tears in sister, 
His presence. | Where then is my hope, 
“L May there be rebuttal fora man before | Or where shall I see my good things) 
the Lord. ‘© Will they go down with me to Hades 
As a son of man with his neighbor. Or shall we go down together in the 
22 For my years are numbered. tomb?” 


And I shall go the way of no return. ® Bildad Speaks of the Ungodly = 


| Then Bildad the Shuhite answer 
J! p “I am perishing, carried away by the | m 
wind: | 

And I ask for a burial-place, but |2 “How long will you keep talking? 
cannot obtain It. | Pay close attention so we may also 

I am tired of entreating, yet what have speak. | ) 
I done? 3 Why have we been silent before you 

Strangers have stolen my possessions. Like four-footed animals? 

Who is he? Let him join hands with me. | 4 Wrath possesses you. Suppose you dit 


* For You hid their heart from Would the earth under heaven be 
discernment: 


and said:t 


uninhabited, 
Therefore, You will not exalt them t | Or the mountains be overturned from 
> He will declare evils as their portion, their foundations? 
But my eyes melt away because of my 
children. > “The light of the ungodly will go out, 
EUNA And their flame will not go up. r 
= Where Is My Hope? > 6 His light shall be dark in his dwelling 
° “But You made me a byword among the © And his lamp beside him shall be pul - 
people, out. gai) 
And I have become an object of 7 May the least of men pounce on his 
laughter to them. goods, 


1 For my eyes are petrified because of And let his counsel stumble him. 
Your wrath, 






8 For his foot has been caught in a s1ê" 
And | am greatly besieged by everyone. And he is entangled in a net. 
8 Amazement seizes true men because ’ May snares come upon him. ER 
of this, He shall strengthen those who thirst — 
And the righteous man rises against for his destruction. > | 
the lawless man. A snare is hidden in the ground fo! 
’ May the faithful man hold to his way, him, 
And may those who have clean hands And a capture awaits him on the 
take courage. | beaten paths. ery 
\| May sorrows destroy him on evé 
I0 “Nevertheless, all of you stick together, side; a abou 
And indeed come, for I did not find And may many enemies come â 
you to be true. him 





7 ) Snape ath 
16:18 The earth did not cover Christ's blood shed on the Cross; rather His blood has covered the e? 
for the Church has preached the gospel of salvation in all parts of the world (GrgGt). nay? 
17:4 A stunning example of God's enemies lacking discernment shows up in St. Paul's comment”? 
1Co 2:7, 8 on those who crucified Christ. | HPs 
18:1-21 St. Gregory sees Bildad’s words as being unwittingly directed against the devil. 








And plague him with severe hunger, 
2 Fora destruction out of the ordinary is 
prepared for him. 
i3 May the toes of his feet be devoured, 
For death will consume his beauty. 
14 May health be banished from his 
dwelling, 
And may distress seize him because of 
a royal decree. 
5 Jt shall dwell in his tent at night, 
And his goodly appearance shall be 
sown with brimstone. 
t6 His roots shall be dried out from 


below, 
And his crop shall be trampled from 
above. 
17 His memory shall perish from the 
earth, 
And his name shall be remembered no 
more. 
i8 May he be driven from light into 
darkness. 
19 He shall not be known among his 
people, 
Nor his house preserved on the 
earth; 
But others shall live among-his 
possessions. 


40 The last groaned for him, ana wonder 
seized the first. 
‘| These are the dwellings of 
wrongdoers, | 
And this is the place of those who do 
not know the Lord.” 


< How Long Will You Weary Me? > 
19 Then Job answered and said: 


* “How long will you weary my soul 

And take me down with words? 

Only know how the Lord has dealt 
with me thus. 

You speak against me, and while 
shaming me, 

You press hard on me. 

Yes indeed, I have truly erred; my 
error lodges with me. 

When I speak words which I should 
not have spoken, 

My words go astray and are 
unseasonable. 


3) 
u 





__ JOB 19:20 






Alas! You exalt oourselves against me 

And attack me with disgrace.t 

Know therefore that the Lord has 
troubled me 

And raised His stronghold against 
me. | 

Behold, I laugh at disgrace and I will 
not speak. 

Nor will I cry out, for judgment is 
nowhere to be found.t 

I am walled in round about and 
cannot cross over, 

For He has set darkness before my 
face. | 

He stripped me of my glory 

And took the crown from my head. 

He has torn me apart on every side, 
and | am gone. 

He has uprooted my hope like a tree. 

He handled me vehemently in wrath 

And has counted me like an enemy. 

His raiders came against me with one 
accord. 

They encircled my paths and lay in 
wait. 


“My brothers stood far from me 


And recognized strangers rather than 
me. 

So my friends became unmerciful. 

My relatives acted as though they did 
not know me, i 

And my close friends have forgotten 
me. 

As for my neighbors and the 
maidservants of my house, 

I was a Stranger before them. 

I called my servant, but he gave no 
answer, 

Though I begged him with my mouth. 

I also entreated my wife, 

And summoned the children of my 
concubines and flattered them. 

But they rejected me forever. 

When I arise, they speak against me. 

Those who know me detest me, 

And those whom 1 truly love turned 
against me. 

The muscles of my body have decayed 
under my skin, 

And my bones are held in my teeth. 





19:5 Job's friends, seeing his affliction and Knowing his righteousness should have bewailed their own 

miserable condition, “With what vengeance did they deserve to be smitten, who had not served like 
m?” (GrgGt). 
9:7-19 The Fathers note clear parallels between this passage and Christ's Passion (see Mt 27:40; 
18:23; Mt 27:26, 27, 29; Is 53:2, 3). 


JOB 19:21 





J] u 


23 (Ti 


26 


29 


œ The Lord Is Everlasting o> 


Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, 


O friends, 

For the hand of the Lord has touched 
me. 

Why do you persecute me as the Lord 
does, 

And are not Satisfied because of my 
flesh? 


For who may commit my words to 
writing, 

To put them in a Book forever,t 

With an iron pen and lead, 

Or to engrave them in rocks? 

For I know He is everlasting, 

He who is about to set me free on the 
earth 

And to raise up my skin that endures 
these things: 

For these have been accomplished for 
me by the Lord; 

Which I myself am conscious of, 

And my eyes have beheld. and nat 
those of another. 

All has been accomplished for me in 
my bosom. 

If you shall say, ‘What shall we say 
before him? 

Then we will find in him the root of 
the matter.’ | 


Indeed, be afraid to cover up your evil, 


For wrath will come upon lawless 
men; 

Then they will know where their 
substance is.” 


=. Zophar: The Ungodly Will Perish = 


2 


Then Zophar the Naamathite an- 


swered and said:t 


2 “I did not suppose you would answer in 


3 


that way; 

Nor do you understand more than I. 

I will heed the discipline of my 
humiliation, 

And the spirit of my understanding 
causes me to answer, 


4 “Have you not heard these tnings'o of 


19:23-27 


old— 


fore Christ” (Jerome). 


20:1-3 Zophar’s so-called superior undatatandine blinded him to the truth. inspite 
20:12-14 St. Gregory comments that the hypocrite hides his evil intentions behind soft wor i if 
by demons, but the faithful hide the “honey and milk” of heaven under their tongue (SS 4: 


798 





"No one since the days of Christ Saas so openly cence Hing the Resurrection as he did 








Roni the bine man was pit tm 
earth? on tig 

For itp gladness of the ungodly ig. 

isastrous fall, 

And the joy of sransgressorsi is 
destruction. 

Though his gifts ascend to heaven 

And his sacrifice touches the cloy ouds, 

Just when he already seems to be 
established, 

Then he shall utterly perish; 

And those who knew him will say, 
‘Where is he?’ 

Like a dream he flew away and camy 
be found; 

And he fled like a vision of the night 

The eye observed him, but will see 
him no more; 

Nor will his place any longer behold | 
him. 

May his children perish, — 

And may his vile hands kindle thee 
of sorrows. 

His bones were full of his youthful 
Vigor, 

Which will lie down with him mite 
dust. 

Though evil is sweet in his. A 1 

And he will hide it under his tongue’ 

Though he will not spare it and wil 
not forsake it, 

But will hold it fast in the midst of his | 
throat, 

Yet he shall be unable to help 
himself, 

For the gall of an asp is in his belly: 

His wealth gathered unjustly shall be 
vomited up, i 

And a messenger will drag. hn on : 
his house. 

May he nurse on the anger of 
serpents; 

And may a snake’s tongue kill him 

May he not see the milk of the 
pastures, ute, 

Nor his supplies of honey and b bl 

In vain he has labored unprottt a 
wealth, 

Of which he will not taste; aw 

For it is like tough meat that hè s“ 

chew. 
















weak people. i Then you will stop laughing at me. 
He plundered their dwelling and 


caused it to cease. | 4 “What? Is there any one who does not 
| blame me? 
20 “There is no salvation in his Or why should I not be furious? 
possessions, | 5 Look at me and be astonished, 
For he will not be saved by what he And put your hand over your mouth. 
desired. | i | For even when I remember, I am 
21 Nothing is left for him to eat; alarmed, 
Theretore, Ug good things will not And pains take hold of my flesh. 
ourish. 


Why do the ungodly live and become 
old, even in wealth?t 
Their offspring is according to their 


22, But when he at last seems to be 
satisfied; he will be distressed, 
For every trouble will.come upon 


ve desire; UN: | 
him. 7 And their children are before their 
3 If he were to satisfy his stomach in eyes. 
some Way, | 9 Their houses flourish, and they have 
Let God send the fury of wrath upon no cause for fear: | 
him, à 


Neither is there any affliction from the 
And may He bathe him in sorrows. 1 


; Lord upon them: 
the sword; | . 


je | For it is preserved safe during 
May a bronze bow wound him... | pregnancy 
^” Mayan arrow pass through:his body, [| Anaidoés not-suffera mishap. 
And may lightning strike his |}! They remain‘as an unfailing herd, 
ST autre cena fies | And their children dance, 
: HUDON TMI, 2 Taking up the psaltery and harp; 
26 | mie it him = 
May total darkness await him. And they celebrate at the sound of 
A fire that will not go out will oy i: | 


| song. — | 
consume him.. li “have Fists el oh 
May a stranger ruin his house. See their life in their good 
27 | 


May heaven uncover his lawlessness, 


And may the earth rise up against And fall asleep in the rest of the grave. 


l4 Yet such a man says to the Lord, 


him. | Lo 
#8 May destruction bring his house to an Bint SERV ROER: l do not wish to know 
end, To 15 . eee 5 
And may a day of wrath come upon mite gin z eee reason for us to 
him. 


BS 
Eo 


| What benefit is it for us to meet Him?’ 
'6 For their good things are in their 
power, 
For He does not take notice of the 
works of the ungodly.t | 


This is the portion of an ungodly man 
from the Lord, 

And the heritage appointed to him 
from the One who watches him.” 


s. Job Pronounces Judgment 
on the Ungodly «~~ 


y) ] Then Job answered and said: 
Z 


— 


’ “Nevertheless, the lamp of the ungodly 
will be put out. Ld 
Destruction shall come upon them, 
And the sorrows of wrath will seize 
them. | 
|8 They are like chaff before the wind, 


“Listen carefully to my words, 
That I may not have this consolation 
from you. 








21:7-14 Some, seeing the righteous suffer and the sinner prosper, assume that God's judgment is not 
lust. But although the ungodly may prosper on this earth, they cannot escape judgment when they die 
Christ will say to all who reject Him, “depart from Me” (Mt 25:41; Lk 12:47, 48). ie ie 
21:16 “Let us pray together to undergo toil here, so that we may deserve to gain the consolation of 
eternal rest in the kingdom of heaven. For prosperity and abundance constitute a powerful inducement 
o do wrong; they exalt a man to pride and induce him to forget his Creator“ (AmbM). 


Oelelnal nackase dl mere = 


B 21:19 - 800 





æ Eliphaz Accuses Job of Vice 





And they are like dust a storm carries 


away. ) D Then Eliphaz the Temanite 
t9 May his possessions fail to supply his | swered and said:t ap. 
children. | | 
God will recompense him, and he will |2 “Is it not the Lord who teaches 
not know it. 


understanding and Knowledges 
’ For what concern is it to the Lorg — 
If you were blameless in your works 


2 May his eyes see his own slaughter, 
And may he not be saved by the Lord. 
21 For is his will not in his house with 


himself? plain your ways? 
But the number of his months has + Will He argue with you while yoy 


Will He enter into judgment with yoy 
5 Js not your vice plentiful, | 
And are not your sins innumerable? 
6 For you have taken pledges from yoy 
brethren for no reason 
And taken away the clothing of the 
naked. 
‘ Neither have you given the thirsty 
water to drink, | 


ba 
b3 


“Isit not the Lord who teaches 
understanding and knowledge? 
Does not He judge murders? 
One shall die in the strength of his 
simplicity, 
And wholly at ease and prosperous.t 
24 His innards are full of stiff fat. 
And the marrow of his bones is 
dissipated. 


Po 
Daa 


been apportioned. plead your case? 
| 
| 
| 


29 Another dies under bitterness of soul, the hungry. 
X, Not eating any good tning. 8 You have also admired the personality 
26 They lie down together in the earth, of some | 
5 And decay covers them. And have transplanted those already 
A Thus I know you press me recklessly. settled on earth. by 
2 You will say, ‘Where is the house of ` You have sent widows away empty 
fo tthe: rullen; - : And have mistreated orphans. 
Where is the shelter of the dwelling 10 Therefore snares are all around you, 
A place of the ungodly?’ And a serious war has troubled you. 
29 Ask those who travel the road, 1! The light has turned to darkness for 
And do not overlook their signs.t you, 
30 For the evil man makes light of the And water has covered you as you fel 
day of destruction, asleep. 
But they shall be led away inthe day | 
of His wrath. — 12 “Does not He who dwells on high take 
31 Who will tell him his way to his face? ~~ notice of all? ie 
Who will recompense him for what he Does He not humble those who move 
has done? | about with insolence? | 
32 Yet he is brought to the grave, t3 But you say, ‘What does the Mighty 
Anda vigil is kept over the coffin. ~ One know? | E 
3 The pebbles of the valley have been Will He judge down into the darknes 
sweet to him. l4 A cloud is His hiding place, so He 
Every man shall depart after him, cannot see 
As countless have departed before him. As He travels through the circle of 
34 How then can you comfort me with heaven.’ 
empty words, l5 Will you keep to the old path 


Since I have no rest from you?” Which wrongdoers have trod, 





21:23-26 Riches should not lift up the soul, nor should poverty disturb it. | i 
21:29 Those who do not pass through the present life as if it were a road to that which is to com 
unable to comprehend those who do. | ett 
22:1-30 Eliphaz went from a dead heart to idle words, and from idle words to the sin of lying. and 
from lying to insults and abuse. These are the descents of increasing sin (GrgGt). pa 
22:2 When prideful people know they are going to lose the argument, they often repeat what is 3" 
ready known, “lest, by holding their tongue, they should appear to be defeated” (GrgGt). 
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Or what profit is it to Him to make _ 


But have even withheld a morsel from | 
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i Who were seized before their time 
And whose foundations were swept 
away by a flood; 
17 Who said, ‘What will the Lord do to 
us?’ 
Or, ‘What will the Almighty bring 
upon us?’ 
is Yet He filled their houses with good 
things; 
But the counsel of the ungodly is far 
from Him. 


9 “The righteous have seen it and 
laughed, 
And the innocent mocked them. 
2 Surely their substance has perished, 
And fire will consume what is left. 


s Eliphaz Exhorts Job to Be Strong = 


21 “Be strong, therefore. If you endure, 
Then your fruit sha!l be in good 
things. 
2 Receive utterance from His mouth 
And lay up His words in your heart. 
3 Tf you return and humbie yourself 
before the Lord, 


You have caused wrongdoing to be far 


from your dwelling.t 
24 Then you will lay up treasure for 
yourself 
Like a mound on a rock, 
And you shall be like the gold of 
Ophir 
On a rock in the brooks. 
5 So the Almighty will be your helper 
from enemies, : 
And He will restore you as pure as 
silver purged by fire. 
For then you will speak freely before 
the Lord, 
Looking up cheerfully to heaven. 
When you pray to Him, He will hear 
you, 
And He will allow you to pay your 
VOWS, 
He will restore righteousness to your 
dwelling, 


26 


27 


2k 


Bio You will say, ‘He behaved arrogantly, 
but he humbled himself, 


first place (1:1 2), 


And there shall be light on your paths, 
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JOB 23:13 
And He will save him who bows down 
with his eyes.’ 
He will deliver the innocent, 
And you will save yourself in the 
purity of your hands.” 
s Job Will Pursue the Lord 7- 


9} 3 Then Job answered and said:t 


“Indeed, I know pleading is out of my 

reach, 

For His hand is heavy upon my 
groaning. 

Who then would know, that I might 
find Him, 

And might bring this matter to an end? 

I would state my case before Him 

And fill my mouth with arguments. 

Would that I knew the words He would 
answer me 

And could understand what He would 
tell me. 

Though He would come on me in His 
great strength, 

He would not use the occasion to 
threaten me. 

For truth and rebuke are from Him, 

And He would bring my judgment to 
an end. 


“Though I should proceed to this 

important end 

Until I no longer exist, 

Still what would I know about the last 
things? 

When He worked on the left hand, 

I could not understand it. 

His right hand will encompass me, 

But I will not see it. 

For He knows my way already, 

And He has weighed me as gold. 

I will go forth in His commandments; 

For I have kept His ways and will not 
turn aside. 

I will not disregard His 
commandments; 

But I have hidden His words in my 
bosom. 


“If He too has thus judged. 
Who is he that has opposed Him? 





| 22:23 Eliphaz failed to realize that it was because of Job's righteous deeds that he was afflicted in the 





‘1-3 In the midst of affliction, the righteous know God by faith, but long all the more to see His 
orm, Christ will take the form of fallen men and fulfill Job's desires (GrgGt). 


23:12 Similarly, the Virgin Mary has hidden many things in her heart (Lk 2:19). 
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JOB 23:14 


Whatever He has willed, that He has 
done. 
Therefore I pursue Him zealously, 
And when I was instructed, I thought 
of Him. 
15 Therefore let me be serious before His |1 
face. 
I will consider and be afraid of Him. 
'6 For the Lord softened my heart. 
And the Almighty has alarmed me. 12 
W For I did not know darkness would 
come upon me, 
But thick darkness covered my face. 


=. The Way of the Wicked .= 
9 A. “Why have the times escaped the |; 





Lord’s notice?t 


“Why have the ungodly stepped over 
the boundary, 
Snatching away the flock with the 
shepherd?t 
They have led away the meant of the 
orphans 
And have taken the widow’s ox as a 
pledge. 
4 They have turned aside the weak 
the right way; 
The gentle of the land have hidden 
themselves together. 
5 They departed like donkeys in the field. 
Contrary to me, they went forth to 
their own pursuits. 
Their bread was sweet to their little 
ones, 
6 For they harvested a field that was not | 
their own before the time, 
And the weak worked the vineyard of 
the ungodly 
Without pay or food. 
7 They caused many naked to sleep 
without clothing, | 
And they took away the covering of 
their life. 
8 ‘They are wet with the showers of the 
mountains 
And have huddled around the rock for 
want of shelter.t 
3 ‘They have snatched the orphan from 
the breast 
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3 “They ¢ are ones on the earth Who do ng 











And have humiliated the banishe eq ` 

They have unjustly caused them to 
sleep without clothing, 

And they have taken away the m 
from the hungry. TOTS 

They have wrongfully laid snares in 
narrow places 

And have not known the way of 
righteousness. 

They have cast the weak out of the 
city and their own houses, 

And the soul of the infants sighed 
greatly. 

Why then has He not visited them? 


know the Lord, 

And they do not understand the way 
of righteousness, 

Nor do they walk in His paths. | 

But He knows their works and- 
delivered them into darkness; 

And one shall be like a thief in the 
night.t 

For the eye of the adulterer watches 
forthe darkness, 

Saying, ‘No eye will perceive me’: 

And he puts a covering on his face. 

In the dark he breaks into houses; 

In the daytime they seal themselves 
up; 

They do not know the light. 

For in due time, the shadow of death — 
will be the same to them, | 

Because they shall know the troubles 
_of the shadow of death. 


“He is swift on the face of the waters: 
May his portion be cursed on earth. 
May their plants wither on earth, 
For they have taken away from the 

orphans | ) 
Even the smallest portions. | 
Then his sin is recalled to memory, 
And he vanishes like a mist of dew 
But what he has done, may it be 
recompensed to him, hed 
And may every wrongdoer be cru! 
like rotten wood. 







| a 


24:1 We are wrapped up within the divisions of time, since we are created beings. But God, qa 
all things, encompasses our times by His eternity (GrgGt). : 
24:2-6 The ungodly here denote false teachers, who lead others away from the rignt way oi aN 
(GrgGt). Hs 
24:8 “The showers of the mountains are the words of the learned’ (Groc) The rock i is christ and 
Church, to whom the afflicted ones flee, 

24:14-16 “Everyone who avoids the light loves darknes seeking” to be hidden, 
hidden from God” (AmbM). - 
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or he has not treated the barren 
woman well, 


And showed no mercy to the feeble 
woman. 


JOB 27:3 
And whose arm is powerful? 
To whom have you given counsel? 
Is it not to Him who has all wisdom? 
Or whom will you follow? | 
Is it not One who has the greatest 

power? 

To whom have you spoken words? 
Whose breath came forth from you? 











2 “In his anger, he overturns the weak: 
Therefore when he rises up, 
No one believes his own life is safe. 
23 When he falls sick, let him not hope to 
recover, 
But let him perish by disease. 
24 For his exaltation mistreated many, 
But he has withered as mallows in the 
heat, | 
Or as an ear of corn falling on its own 
from the stalk. 


“Will giants be born under the water 
And those inhabiting them? 
Hades is naked before Him, 
And destruction has no covering. 
He stretches out the north: wind upon 
< nothing; . or! A, 
He hangs the earth on nothing.. 
He binds up the water in His clouds, 
Yet the cloud is not broken under it. 
He grasps the face of His throne 
And spreads His cloud over it. 
He encompassed the face of the water 
by an ordinance - 
Until the end of light and darkness. 
The pillars of heaven were spread all 
| over 
| And stood amazed at His rebuke. 


235 “Tf it is not so, who says I speak falsely 
And will make my speech worth 
nothing?” 
æ Bildad Asks How Man Can Be 
Righteous s 


J Then Bildad the: Shuhite answered | 11 
and Said: 





9 


“What beginning or fear is His— | 
He who makes: all things: in the: highest 
heaven? | 
For may no one imagine there isa 
respite for pirates. 
Upon whom will there not bean 
ambush from Him? 
How shall a mortal be righteous 
before the Lord? 
Or how may he who is: born ofa | 
woman purify himself?t | 
If He orders the moon, then it does not | 
shine, 
And the stars are not pure in His sight. 
But alas! Man is putrid, and the son of 
man a worm.” | 


z God Is All Powerful = 
2 6 But Job answered and said:t 


7 


bt 


2 


He checked the sea with His power, 

And by His understanding He 
wounded the sea-monster. 

'5 For theibars of heaven fear Him, 

Because He put to death the rebellious 
dragon by a command. 

+ Behold, these are parts of His way, 

And we will hearken to the least of 
His words- | 

But who knows when He will bring 
about the strength of His- 
thunder?”t | 


~a. Job Will Hold Fast to Righteousness v= 


2 yf Moreover Job continued his speech 
: and said: : 


=a 


=? “As the Lord lives who thus judges me, 
And the Almighty who embittered my 
soul, eer 
Surely as long as my breath is in me 
And the divine breath is in my. nostrils,t 


“TO whom are you attached, . 
Or whom are you going to help? 
Is it not He who has great strength 


3 





25:4 “Every just man is just by illumination from God, not by comparison with God" (GrgGt). 

26:1, 2 Isit possible for a man to help God? St. Gregory gives a qualified "ves." 
Co 3:7, he writes, “For to ‘plant’ and to ‘water’ is to ‘help,’ both of which woul 

tration if God does not give the increase’ in the heart.” | 

26:14 “If we can hardly endure the wonders of His humility, with what nerve do we encounter 

and dreadful advent of His Majesty?” (GrgGt; see Ps 49:3) | 


eae signifies here the nostrils of his inner man, with which he gathered the odor. 


Relating this passage to 
d be only a void minis- ° 
the loud 
idle | of eternal life, 

rew in the grace of the heavenly ointment by a twofold sense, as it were" (AmbM). | 31) “ald 
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27:6 How can Job say that he has not done anything wrong, considering that he accuses himself of 


My lips will not s 
Nor shall my soul practice 


wrongdoings. | 
May it not be I who set forth the 
opinion that you are righteous. 


Until the day I die, I will not put away 


my integrity from me. 


| hold fast to my righteousness and am 


not letting it go; 
For I am not conscious in myself of 
having done anything wrong.t 


“Surely not, but rather may my enemies 


Be as the destruction of the ungodly, 
And those who rise up against me 
As the destruction of the lawless. 


For what hope is there for an ungodly 


man that he holds to it? 


Will he trust in the Lord and be saved? 


Will the Lord hear his prayer 

When distress comes upon him? 

Has he any confidence before Him, 

Or will the Lord hear him when he 
calls on Him? 


“But indeed, I will tell you what is the 


hand of the Lord. 
I will not lie concerning what is with 
the Almighty. 
Behold therefore, all of you know 
You are adding vanity to vanity." 


“This is the portion from the Lord for 


the ungodly man, 
And the possession of oppressors 
Shall come upon them from the 
Almighty. 


If their children be many, they will be 


for slaughter; 
And if they reach manhood, they will 
beg. 


Those who survive him shall be buried 


in death, 
And no one will have pity on their 
Widows. 
Though he gathers silver like dust 
And shall prepare gold like clay, 


The righteous will acquire these things, 
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And the true ones will possess hig 

wealth. 

His house goes away like a moth 

And like a spider’s web. 

The rich man will lie down and no 
continue; 

He opens his eyes, but is no more. 

Pains happen to him like a flood, 

And thick darkness takes him away in 
the night. | il 

A burning wind will take him up, ang | 
he will be gone; r) 

And it will scatter him from his place 

It will blow against him and not 
spare; 

He will try in vain to flee from its 
force. 

It will strike him with its power, 

And whistle him from his place. 


s The Richness of the Earth > 

“Indeed, there is a place for silver 
from whence it comes, 

And a place for gold, from whence itis 
refined.t 

Certainly, iron is taken from the earth. 

And copper is hewn out like a stone. 

He set an order to darkness 

And examines accurately every limit. | 

A stone is darkness and the shadow 0! 
death. | 

There is a narrow channel of the 
brook because of dust; 

So those who forget the right way 

Are weakened because of mortal met: 

As for the earth, from it will come 
bread, y 

But underneath, it is turned up as bY 
fire; 

Its stones are the source of sapphires 

And its dust contains gold. 

There is a path no bird knows, | 

Nor has the eye of a vulture seen It 

The sons of the arrogant have not 
trodden it, 

Nor has the lion passed over it. 

He has stretched forth his hand t0 
quarry stones 








having sinned (7:20; 9:20)? Because even righteous men find it difficult to avoid involuntary sin (5 
14:17-22 and note; Rom 7:13-25 and notes). “For what man’s heart, bound up with this corruptible reed 


flesh, does not slip in ill-bent thought? . . 


But when there is a resisting of the thought, the soul Is! ye 


from being confounded. And so the mind of the righteous, even though it is free from bad practice 
sometimes falls to the ground in bad thinking” (GrgGt). | 
27:12 Compare with Jam 4:17. 


28:1-3 God's order is plainly seen in things like silver and gold, but “the design of God Himself is 


ble” GohnChr). 
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eT Sar E San. ġa nn OBEATA 
And eee e AA the mountains by |26 When He made them, He numbered 
the | S, 
| them 
i0 He has broken asunder the whirlpools And made a way for the claps of 
of rivers, thunder. | 
And sed eye has seen every valued 47 ‘Then He saw wisdom and declared it: 
thing. $ | He prepared it and traced it out. 
11 He has uncovered the depths of the 48. He said to man, ‘behold, the fear of 
rivers . | God is wisdom, 
And has brought his power to light. And to abstain from evils is 
= Where Is Wisdom Found? e uncer anaes 


2 “But where can wisdom be found? | m. The Glories of the Past = 

What is the place of understanding? 2 Job continued further and said in 
3 Mortal man has not known its way, his speech:t 

Nor is it found among men. 


lt The deep said, ‘It is not in-me’: 2 “Who may put me in months past, 


And the sea said, ‘It is not,with me’ As in the days when God protected 
5 One shall not give massive piles of 


| 
I not give m E 
gold instead of it, | 3 As when His lamp shone upon my head, 
Nor cansilver be weighed in exchange | And.by- His-lightI walked in the 
for it. | darkness; 
6 It cannot be compared with the gold of | +, As when I steadfastly pursued my ways, 
Ophir, | When God’s visitation was over my 
| 


With the precious onyx or sapphire. 
i7 Neither gold nor crystal will equal it, 
Nor can it be exchanged for vessels of 


house; 
/° As when | lived in abundance, 
And my children were around me; 


gold. 6 As when my roads spread out with 
8 No mention shall be made of coral and butter, . 
quartz, And the mountains flowed with milk 
But you must hold up wisdom above for me; 


the most valued things. 
© The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, 
Nor can it be compared with pure 
gold. 


7 “As when I went early in the city, 
And took my seat in the open square; 
8 The young men saw me and hid, 
And all the old men stood up. 
9 The great men refrained from talking 
And put their finger to their mouth. 
10 Those who heard me blessed me, 
And their tongue stuck to their throat. 
ll! The ear heard and blessed me, 
And the eye saw me and turned aside. 
12 For I saved the poor from the hand of 
the oppressor - 
And helped the orphan who had no 
: helper. 
|13 The blessing of the perishing man 
| came upon me, | 
And the widow’s mouth blessed me. 
I put on righteousness — 
And clothed myself with judgment like 
a robe,t 


0 “From where then is wisdom found, 


And what is the place of 
understanding? 

It has been hidden from every man 

And concealed from the birds of the 
Sky. 

Destruction and Death said, _ 

‘We have heard about its fame.’ 

God has well established its way, 

And He knows its place. 

For He watches over the whole earth 
under heaven, 

Knowing the things in the earth, all He 
has made— M 

The weight of the winds and the 

measures of the water. 
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29:1-6 St. G int ts this passage in the light of Christ and His Church, The lamp denotes Holy 
Scripture (apes Oe. ERE si house is “the dwelling place of the mind"; and butter (v. 6) is the 
Oly preachers, filled to the full with the fatness of good works." . 
9:14, 15 | put on righteousness: Compare to Gal 3:27. The preaching of the Church enlightens the 


blind man who does not know where to go, and supports the lame man, who “does not have the 


°Wer to go to the place he sees.” ‘ 
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I was the eye of the blind and the foot 
of the lame. 

I was the father of the weak, 

And I searched out the cause I did not 
know.t 

I broke the molars of the wrongdoers 

And plucked the spoil from the midst 
of their teeth.t 


“Then I said, ‘My age shall continue as 

the stem of a palm tree, 

And I shall live a long while.’ 

My root was spread out to the waters, 

And the dew would settle on my 
harvest.t 

My glory was fresh within me, 

And my bow prospered in its hand.t 


“Men heard and listened to me 
And kept silence for my counsel. 
At my word they did not speak again, 


And they were very glad when ií spoke 


to them. 

They waited for my speech 

As the thirsty earth for the rain. 

If I laughed at them, they did nat 
believe it, 

And the light of my countenance did 
not fail: 

I chose the way for them and Sat as a 
ruler; 

And I dwelt as a king in the army, 

As one who comforts mourners. 


œ. The Present Seems Futile => 


I disdained; _. | 
Whom I did not deem worthy | 
to be put | 


begotten them again after the Spirit.” 


29:17 “Oh what a spoil did the Church take from the mouth of the devil, when, by conve 
ried off Saul himself, the spoiler!” (GrgGt; see Acts 9:1-12). i | (E 


“But now. they laugh me to, scorn, 
Men younger than I, whose fathers 
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Nith the dogs of my pastures,t 
Indeed, what profit is the strength 
their hands to me? no. 
For them the full term of life wag |, 
In want and famine, they are childio.. 
Yesterday they fled to a waterless is 
desert in anguish and misery, 
They are those who surround the 
noisy salt placesyicrit io 
Who have salty herbs for their food : 
And who are also considered’ ` 
worthless | He aH 
And deficient of every good thing, 
And chew on the roots of trees 
because of their great hunger. 
Thieves have risen up against me, 
Whose houses were holes in the rocks 
Who cry out among the rustling bushes 
And live under the wild shrubs. 
They are the sons of fools‘and 
dishonored men, | 
Whose name and fame were 
extinguished from the earth. 


“But now L am their lyre, s< 4) 


And they have meas their byword. 

They detest me and keep their 
distance. | och OF 

They do not hesitate to spit.in my face 

For He has opened His quiver and 
afflicted me. i. = jj 

They have cast off restraint in my 
presence. au | ) 

They rose up against me by the night 
hands of their offspring; 

And they stretched out their foot. 

And directed against me their paths 0! 
destruction. __ TE. 

My paths are ruined, for they strippet 
off my garment.t E 
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29:16 St. Cyril notes that it is not only the natural father who is called father (see 1Co 4:15), “for paul 
was father of the Corinthians, not by having begotten them after the flesh, but by having tau 
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29:19 An image pointing to tħe waters of baptism and the coming of the Holy Spirit, who would set 
on the apostles at Pentecost. Sh 732 
29:20-25 An image pointing to the growth of the Church. | 7 p l p 
30:1-12 St. Gregory sees these younger men, along with the fathers who taught them, as heretic: ” 


they also can be seen more universally to illustrate those who teach, and those who follo 


w, false 
_ Salty 


trines. They are in want and famine (v. 3) because they are lost and spiritually malnourished. 3a They” 
es.” ly 


herbs, says St Gregory, means they “observe the least precepts and disregard the greater on 


longer understand the truth, but are content to chew its roots. The thieves are those who woul!” 


id se 


the faithful away from the Church. Indeed, the true Church is taunted by her critics, while the mitt : 
the Lord Jesus Christ is used as a byword (v. 9) by these sons of fools (v. 8), who misuse and exp™ 

they pursue every “wind of doctrine” (Eph 4:14), | rity hi 0) 
30:13-31 This passage carries several voices: (1) that of Blessed Job; (2) that of Christ in His Passat 


that of the Church in the midst of persecution; and (4) that of the faithful in the midst 


of their $" 











poo es C7 AE Bii _JOB 3110 
u He shot me down with His arrows And days of poverty have come upon 
And used me as He wished. me. 
[am overwhelmed with pains. 28 I go groaning without restraint; 
is My pains are turned upon me. | I stand up and cry out in the church. 
My hope is gone like the wind 29 | have become a brother of sirens 
And my Salvation like a cloud. And a companion of sparrows. 
| GI 30 My skin has been greatly darkened, 
6 “Even now my soul will be poured forth And my bones are burned by the heat. 
upon me, ' | |31 My lyre turned into mourning 
And the days of pains seize me. And my song into my weeping. 


i7 By night my bones are set on fire, | rh 7 | 
And my sinews are broken up. æ Job Sets Forth His Integrity > 


is With great force He took hold of my 4 i “I have made a covenant with my 


garment, eyes, 
And like the collar of my tunic He And I will not think upon a virgin." 
surrounded me. =- 2 What has God apportioned from | 
19 You regarded me as clay inthe earth, | above, 
And my portion is with-ashes. And what is the inheritance of the 


Mighty One from on high? 
2 “I cry out to You, but You do not answer |3 Is not destruction-for the wrongdoer, 


And scourged me with .a-strons hand. my steps? ia 4on DID I 


2 You appointed pains for me li ures | 
And cast me away from salvation. 15 “fT have walked with.scorners, 
3 For I know death wil! destroy me, Or if my foot. has hastened.to deceit, 
For the earth is the:house for every 6 May He weigh me therefore with a just 
mortal. ; „ri »Scale, l 
For He knows my integrity.t 
4 “Would that I might.lay hands on myself, |7 If my foot has turned from the way, 


me. And alienation for those who do 
They stood and observed me. | lawlessness?t 
21 You attacked me without mercy 4 Will He not see my. way and count all 


rm 








Or at least ask another, and he would Or if my heart has followed after my 
do it for me. eyes, . TEER 
235 Yet I wept over every man,without Or if gifts have touched my hands, 
strength | | . 8 Then may I sow and others.eat. 
And groaned when I saw a man in Yes, may I be uprooted on the earth. 
distress.? | 
26 But while I held firmly to good things, |° “If my heart has followed after another 
Days of evils happened to me instead. man’s wife, 
‘I My stomach churns and will not be Or if I have laid wait at her door, 


quiet, 10 Then also may my wife please another, 
30:25 “Who then are the ‘merciful’ (Mt 5:7)? Those who give money or feed the poor? No. But who are 
they? Those who have become poor for the sake of Him who became poor for our sakes (see 2Co 8:9)” 
(SymNew). These have nothing material to give, yet they constantly weep with compassion over the 
man in distress. | | 
31:1, 2 St. Gregory writes that Eve sinned and “came to death” because she allowed desire to enter her 
soul through the “windows” of her eyes. He warns the faithful to be careful that we not even look on 
what is forbidden. “If | defile my mind in thought, | can never be the inheritance of Him who is the 
Author of purity” (see Mt 5:27, 28; 1Pt 1:13). | 
31:3-6 “The righteous man is scourged and corrected by the rod of discipline, because he is being pre- 
pared for the Father's estate of inheritance. But the unjust man is let go in his own pleasures because 
temporal good things are supplied to him to the same degree that eternal ones are denied him. . . . So 
A the righteous weigh well the evils that await the wicked, and never envy their passing happiness” 

gGt). | ail 2) | | , 

31:6 He knows: “It is not that the Creator of the periods of time learned anything from time, but His 
ra is His affording the knowledge to us by the example of each particular case as it emerges” 
Gt), 






JOB 31:1 


And may my children be humiliated. 
‘| For the rage of anger is 
uncontrollable 
In defiling another man’s wife. 









*° (Or do I not see the shining Sun S 
eclipsed and the moon Waning 

For this does not depend upon th g 

27 If my heart has been secretly d 





2 For it is a fire burning on every side. And if I have laid my hand Ubon a 
And whomever it comes upon, it mouth and kissed it, 
destroys at the roots. ** Then may this also be reckoneg toa 
13 Tf I have despised the judgment of my As the greatest lawlessness: Mm 
servant or handmaid For I have lied against the Lorg Mos, 
When they judged me, high. i 
l4 What then will I do when the Lord 
brings me to trial and visits me? |29 “If I, too, was glad at the fall of my 
How shall I answer Him? enemies, 
> Did not He who made me in the womb | And my heart said, ‘Good! Well done! 
make them? * Then may my ear hear my curse 
So we were fashioned in the same And may I be a byword among my 
womb. | people in my affliction. 
31 If my handmaids have often said, 
'6 “But the weak did not miss whatever ‘Who may give us his meat to be 
they happened to need. Satisfied?’ 
And I did not cause the eyes of the | (But I was very kind. 
widow to fail.t | 2 For the stranger did not spend the 
7 If I ate my morsel by my«alf night outside; | 
And did not share it with thé orphan And my door was opened to everyone 
8 (But from my youth I nourished them who came); ar S 
as a father, |3 If I sinned involuntarily, then covered | 
And from my mother’s wornb | guided my sin, | l 
the widow); 34 (For I did not stand in awe of great 
"H Tf I have neglected the naked as he multitude, 


Was perishing 
And did not clothe him: 
20 Tf the weak did not bless me, 
And if their shoulders were not | 
warmed with the fleece of my 


So as not to confess before them); 
And if I permitted a poor man to g0 
out of my door l 

With an empty bosom 
(Who may listen to me?): 


lambs; And if I had not feared the hand of tit | 

21 If I raised my hand against the Lord, SN) 

orphan, And as to the document I had against 
Trusting that my strength was far someone, 


superior to his, 
22 Then let my shoulder fall from my 
collarbone; 
Let my arm be torn from its socket. 


I would place it as a crown on my 
Shoulders and read it, — i 

And if I did not tear it up and eur i 

Having taken nothing from the deb 


“3 For the fear of the Lord seized me, cane 
And I cannot endure His burden. “If at any time the land groaned aga 

4 If Ihave made gold my strength me , 

r Or trusted the precious stone, And its furrows wept together, 


If I have rejoiced because my wealth 
was great, 

And if I, too, laid my hand on 
countless treasurest 


If I have eaten its strength alone 
without paying, 

Or if I also grieved the soul of the 
owner of the land 





31:16 “That does not mean, ‘yes’ for this need, and ‘no! for that one; but ‘yes’ to every need without 
distinction, even if it is perilous, very costly, or risky” (JohnChr), 4 
31:25 St. Gregory the Great comments that the righteous have not rejoiced in great earthly we | 
rather, it is seen as a burden, because they have to “carry so many things” on their journey to aui 


heavenly inheritance, All things belong to God; therefore we must strive to share all we have W" — 
needy neighbor (Gal 2:10). 








By casting him out, | 

40 Then may the nettle come to me 
instead of wheat, 

And bramble instead of barley.” 


Thus Job ceased speaking. 


s Elihu Is Angered at Job and 
His Friends > 

3 Job’s three friends also ceased 

answering him, for he was righ- 
teous before them.t 2Then Elihu the son of 
Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, 
of the country of Ausitis, became furious: 
and he was very angry with Job, because 
he declared himself to be righteous before 
the Lord. “He was also very angry with 
Job’s three friends, because they found no 
answer to Job, and yet affirmed he was an 
ungodly man. *Now because they were 
years older than he, Elihu waited to speak 
to Job. "So when Elihu saw there was no 
answer in the mouth of these three men, his 


wrath was aroused. °So Elihu the son of | 


Barachel the Buzite answered and said: 


“I am young in years, and you are the 
elder; 
Therefore I was silent 
And dared not declare my knowledge 
to you. 
7 J said; ‘It is not time that speaks, 
Though in many years, men know 
wisdom. 
§ But there is a spirit in mortals, 
And the breath of the Almighty is that 
which teaches them. 
3 The long-lived are not always wise, 
Nor do the old men always know 
judgment. 


0 “Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me, 
I also will declare what I know.’ 
ll Pay close attention to my words, 
For I will speak in your hearing, while 
you examine my words, 
2? And until I shall understand you, 














33 


32:1-22 Elihu, puffed up with arrogance, represents those who profess truth with the lips, but despise 


= we es 


So behold, not one of you answered 
Job in argument; 
3 Lest you say, ‘We have found wisdom 
added to the Lord.’ 
14. But you permitted a man to speak 
such words. 


a 


5 “They were dismayed and answered no 
more; 
They made their words obsolete. 
6 I waited, for they did not speak. 
Because they stood still, they did not 
answer.” 


= 


17Then Elihu continued and said: 


18 ‘Again I will speak, for I am full of 
words; 
The spirit within my stomach is killing 
me. 
19 Indeed, my stomach is like a wineskin 
of sweet new wine, 
Bound up and ready to burst, 
Or like the blowpipe of a coppersmith, 
| ready to bellow. 


20 I will speak, that I may find relief in 


opening my lips. 


- 


2l J will not feel shame before any man, 


Neither indeed will I feel shame before 
any mortal. 


|22 For I do not know how to flatter 


persons, 
Or else the moths would eat me. 


æ Elihu Claims He Speaks for God > 
“Nevertheless, hear my words, Job, 
And pay close attention to what | 
say.t 
For behold, I have opened my mouth 
And my tongue has spoken. 
3 By my words, my heart shall be found 
pure; 
And the understanding of my lips will 
think pure thoughts. 
4 The divine Spirit has made me, 
And the breath of the Almighty is that 
which teaches me.t 





truth in the heart. St. Gregory says arrogance is manifested in four ways: (a) when the proud think they 
possess any goodness of themselves; (b) when they believe they can earn God's blessings by their own 
merit; (c) when they boast of possessing something they do not have; and (d) when, despising others, 
they wish to be the sole possessors of what they have. | ; 

33:1-3 Where St. Gregory sees in Elihu few admirable qualities, St. John Chrysostom gives Job's young 
friend credit for wanting Job “to be declared as righteous” (33:32), while his other friends desired only 


to condemn him. 


33:4 St. Ambrose writes that this verse shows the divine Spirit “to be both divine and Creator." 
St, Gregory of Nazianzus writes that "this Spirit shares with the Son in working both the Creation and 


the Resurrection” (also see Ps 103:30), 


5 


R 


19 


20 


21 


so 
33:31-33 Elihu has uttered great and powerful words, yet amaaa aiy follows up with ky J an | 
ishness. He is like those who “preach Christ even from envy and strife . : 
add affliction” to the suffering of another (Php 1:14-17). 


JOB 33:5 





Give me an answer t tó these:ti thities if 
you can, 

Endure and stand firm against me. 
and | against you. 


You and I were formed out of the clay; | 


Thus, we have been formed out of the 
Same substance. 

My fear will not distract you, 

Neither shall my hand be heavy on 
you. i | 


“However you said in my hearing 


(I heard the voice of your words), 

For you say, ‘I am pure, for I have not 
sinned. 

I am blameless, for I have not acted 
lawlessly. 


Yet He has found a charge against me; | 


He has counted me as His enemy. 
He_has put my feet in the stocks, 
And He watches all my paths’ 


“For how can you say, 


‘I am righteous, yet He has not listened 


to me’? 

For He that is above meytals is 
eternal. 

But you say, ‘Why has He not heard 
every word of my cause?’ 

For when the Lord speaks once, 

Or in another time in a dream, 

Or in a meditation of the night 

(As when dreadful fear falls upon 
men 

While slumbering on their bed), 

Then He unveils the hearts of men 

And frightens them with such fearful 
visions 

So as to turn man from his 
wrongdoing; 

Thus He delivers his body from a fall. 

He keeps back his soul from death 

And does not allow him to fall in war. 


“Again He also chastens him with 
sickness on his bed, 
And the multitude of his bones grow 
numb. 
He is not able to receive any food, 
Though his soul may long for it, 
Until his flesh wastes away 
And he shows his bones bare. 


| 29 
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Hiss sot! áli drawer near rtold 


And his life to Hades. 


“If there are a thousand death 
messengers, 


eath 


bringing 


None of them shall wound him, 
If he purposes in his heart to turn to 


the Lord, 


And declares to man his fault, anq 


shows his folly, 


He will support him, that he Might nq 


fall into death; 


And He will renew his body like hes 


plaster upon a wall, 


And fill his bones with marrow, 
He will make his I young like a 


child’s 


And restore him among men in ful 


manhood. 


He shall pray to the Lord, and his, 


prayer shall be accepted. 


He shall come to prayer with an ~ 


innocent face 


And with an utterance of thanksgiving | 


For He will restore righteousness to 


“men. 


Even then, a man shall blame himsel 


saying, 


“I am to blame because of what I did, 
Yet He has not examined my guilt 
To the extent of my unworthiness. 
Save my soul from going down to: 


corruption, 
So my life shall see the light. 


“Behold all these thifies: 


The Mighty One works three ways 


with a man. 


But He has delivered my soul from 


death 


That my life may praise Him in the 


light. 


“Give ear, Job; listen to me; 


Hold your peace, and I will al 
If you have anything to say, answe! — 


me; 


Speak, for I desire you to be d 


as righteous. 
If not, listen to me; 


cla : 


| 








Hold your peace, and | will teach you 


wisdom ji 


i è 
T 


_ not sincerely, supPOs ng 
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-o Elihu Proclaims God’s Justice e- Pay close attention to the voice of His 
. 4 Elihu continued and said:t words. | 
17 Behold then the one who hates lawless 
things 


> “Hear me, O wise men who are 
And destroys the evil ones. 


present, 
And pay close attention to what is He is forever righteous. | 
good. 7 i8 Heis ungodly who says to a king, 


‘You act contrary to the law,’ 
And to rulers, ‘O, most ungodly one.’ 
19 Such a man is not ashamed 
Before the face of an honorable man, 
Nor does he know how to give honor 
to the great, jam 
| So as to Show proper respect. ~ 
20 But it will prove to be in vain for them 
to cry out 
~ And beg the favor of a man; 
For they dealt unlawfully when they 
turned aside the weak. ; 


; For the ear tests words as the palate 
tastes food. 
: Let us choose judgment for ourselves; 
Let us know among ourselves what is 
good. | 
s For Job has said, ‘I am righteous, 
And the Lord has taken away my 
judgment.’ iai 
6 But he spoke untruth in my judgment 
when he said, BA DS 
‘My wound is severe, though I am 
without wrongdoing.’ 
What man is like Job, 


Who drinks scorn like water? 21 “For He is the observer of the works of 


8 For he says, ‘I have not sinned, nor | man, at 
committed ungodliness, | And nothing of what they do escapes 
Him. inh ih 


Nor had anything in common with the | 
workers of lawlessness, | |22 There is no place for the workers of 


So as to walk with ungodly men. | lawlessness to hide themselves. 
9 For you should not say, There shall be, | 23 He need not further considera man, 
no visitation of a man, For the Lord gazes upon all men. 
Whereas there is a visitation on him 24 He comprehends unsearchable 
from the Lord. things, | | 
Glorious also and extraordinary things 
without number. | 
25 He discloses their works; 
And He will overthrow. them in the 
night, ’ 
And they will be brought low. 
26 He extinguishes the ungodly, 
For they are visible before Him, 
27 Because they turned aside from the 
law of God RR | 
And would not regard His ordinances, 
28 So as to bring before Him the cry of 
the needy; | 3 
For He will hear the cry of the poor. 
29 He will provide quietness, and who 
shall condemn Him? -= | 
And He will hide His face, and who 
shall see Him? =.) 
Whether it be done against a nation or 
a man jointly, i 
30 To cause a hypocrite to be king, 
Because of the discontent of the 
people. PLEN 


” “Therefore listen to me, you wise in 
heart: | 
May it be far from me to act in an 
ungodly way before the Lord 
And to pervert righteousness before 
the Almighty. 
| Yes He renders to a man as each one 
of them does, 
` And in a man’s path He will find him. 
Do you think the Lord will do wrone, 
Or will the Almighty who made the 
T earth pervert judgment? 
Who is He who created everything 
under heaven | | 
„ And all things therein? | 
If He should wish to hold and restrain 
i5 His breath within Himself, 
All flesh would die together, 
And every mortal would return to the 
ground i 
From which he was formed. 
Take heed to this, lest He warn you; 


did not preach in order to make me 





IG 





of Elihu, sad to say, n wise, but to display his own superior wis- 


34:5-8 Job did not say this. Elihu added to and twisted Job's words to strengthen his own argument. i) 


33 


2 


3 


4 


=] 


JOB 34:31 


31- “For there is one iKit says tÒ the 





Mighty One, 

‘I have received blessings; I will not 
take in pledge; 

I will see apart from myself; 

Show me if I have done 
unrighteousness, 

And I will do so no more,’ 


Will He not take vengeance for it from 


you, 
Because you failed to listen to your 
conscience? 
For you will choose, and not J; 
Therefore, speak what you know. 


~ Elihu Rebukes Job Sternly -= 


“For this reason wise men in heart shall 


say this, 

And a wise man listens to my word. 

But Job has spoken without 
understanding, 

And his words are without 
knowledge. 

But learn, Job, and no longer answer 
like that of foolish men, 

That we add not to our sins: 

For lawlessness will be counted 
against us 

If we speak many words against the 
Lord.”t 


5 Elihu continued, saying: 


“What is this you consider as 


judgment? | 
Who are you to say, ‘I am righteous 
before the Lord’? 
Or will you say, ‘What did I do, if I 
have sinned?’ 


“I will answer you and your three 


friends. 

Look up to heaven and see, 

And observe the cloud as higher than 
you. 

If you have sinned, what will you do? 

If you have acted very lawlessly, what 
can you do? 

Since therefore you are righteous, 
what will you give Him? 

Or what did He receive from your 
hand? 


| 2 


| 3 


5 


“Those who are slandered by a 







Your ungodliness may affect a man | 
such as you, | 
Or your righteousness a son of man 






multitude will cry out: 
They will cry out for help because of 
the strength of the Many. 
But no one says, ‘Where is the God 
who made me, 









| 

| 

Who appoints the night watches. | 

Who distinguishes me from the 
four-footed animals of the earth 

And from the birds of heaven?’ | 

There they will cry out, but noone 
answers, | 

Because of the insolence of evil men. : 

For the Lord does not desire to look o 
wrongdoing,t 

For He, the Almighty, is the observer 

Of those who perform lawless deeds, 

But He will save me. 

Decide before Him if you can praise 
Him as it is now possible. 

But now, He is not visiting His wrath, 

Nor even taking notice of very much © 
transgression; 

Yet Job opens his mouth in vain; 

In ignorance he burdens us with 
words.” 


æ Elihu Upholds God’s Goodness = 


| 3 6 Elihu also proceeded and said: 


‘Wait for me yet a little while, that l 
may teach you, 
For there is yet more for me to say. 
I will gather my knowledge from ala! 
And truly speak of righteousness i! 
my works. 
You were not hearing unjust words 
=- without good reason. ~ 


“But know that the Lord who is might 

in strength of heart 

Does not cast off an innocent ma”: 

He will not give life to the ungodly, Y 

But He will give judgment to the 

He will not turn away from the 
righteous, with 

But will seat them on the throne *™ 
kings; 









34:37 Elihu accused Job of having deserved his scourges, ward of having sinned after the scourges: BU! dou 
the Lord judged otherwise, asserting that he was scourged without reason (2:3), and blessing hit 


bly afterwards (GrgGt), 


35:13 “Not only does the Lord not COUNTENANCE Wrongs, but He does not even wish to look on 


(JohnChr; see Hab 1:13). 


be 








813 | JOB 37:2 





For He will lift them in triumph, and 41 “But guard Toamnei TESE you do what is 


they will be exalted. wrong, 
s But if they are bound in fetters, For you chose this because of poverty. 
They shall be held in the cords of 22 Behold, the Mighty One shall prevail 
poverty. by His strength. 
9 He will tell them their works and their Who is so powerful as He?t 
transgressions, 23 Who is he who examines His works? 
For such will act with violence. Or who can say, ‘He has done 
i0 He also will hear the righteous, | unjustly!? 
te Science i Wo oni = God’s Works Are Great > 
il [f they give ear and serve Him, 24 “Remember, His works are great, 
They shall spend their days in good -Because of which men began to exist. 
things 25 Everyone has seen for himself 
And their years in dignity. How many mortals are wounded. 


=i 


2 But He does not save the ungodly, : DEIRI DAR 
Because they are not willing to know Behold, the Mighty One is great, 
the Lord, And we do not know Him. 
And because they refused to listen The number of His years is also 


bo 
= 





when they were admonished. endless. : 
27. For He-numbers the drops of rain, 
3 “For the hypocrites in heart will | And they shall be poured out in rain to 
marshal anger agains’ | forma cloud. 


k i 
4 ae 
N iar 


The ancient clouds shall drop down 
And overshadow innumerable mortals. 


themselves, | 
And they will not cry for help, because 
He ae bound them. | He has fixed a time for cattle,” 
4 Therefore, may their soul die in | And they know the appointed time for 
youth, | | their rest. 
And their life be wounded by Yet your mind is not astonished by 





— 


messengers of death, these things, 
5 Because they afflicted the weak and Nor does your heart leap out from 
helpless: your body. 


bo 
u 


For one should perceive the 
outspreadings of a cloud 

And the measure of His tabernacle. 

Behold, He stretches His bow against 
him 

And covers the bottom of the sea. 


And He will make manifest the 
judgment of the gentle. i 


Go 
So 


'6 “Besides, He deceived you by the 
mouth of the enemy. 
There is an abyss and a pouring over 


beneath it, 31 For by these He will judge the peoples. 
And your table descended full of — He will give food to him who has 
fatness, i Strength, 
1 Judgment shall not fail from the 32 He has hidden light in His hands 
righteous, And given orders to the cloud by 
* But there shall be anger against the which it is diverted, 
ungodly 53 The Lord will proclaim it to His 
Because of the ungodliness of the gifts _ friend, arte 
they received for wrongdoings. But there is also a portion for 
‘4 Let not your heart willingly turn you unrighteousness. 


aside 

From the petition of the weak who are 
in distress, 

Do not lure away all the mighty men 


ab 7 “At this also my heart was troubled 
and flows from its place. 


20 4 Listen attentively to the thunder of the 





at night Lord’s wrath 
50 the people should go y instead of And the discourse coming froin His 
them. mouth, 


36:22 Even while offending Him with his arrogance, Elihu prophesies Christ, the Mighty One. 
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37:3 G14 


















|14 “Pay close attention to this, O 
Stand still and consider the 


His dominion is under the whole 


Job, 
heaven D; 





And His light to the ends of the earth. the Lord. Power of 
+ Behind Him a voice will cry aloud. |15 We know that God has appointed py 3 
He will thunder with His voice of works, | ls 
outrage, | Having made light out of darkness 
Yet He will not change them when His |16 He knows the division of the clouds 
voice is heard. And the violent falls of evil mep, 4 
>» The Mighty One will thunder i? But your robe is warm, y 
marvelously with His voice, And there is quiet upon the lang 
For He does great things we cannot | 18 Will you establish with Him the | 
comprehend.t | foundations 
6 For He commands the snow, ‘Fall upon For the ancient heavens?) _ | 
the earth,’ They are strong like a molten mir, £ 
And likewise there is the winter, Sh 
The rain and the winter storms of His |19 “What is this to you? Teach me what w 
might.t l4 - will say to Him, i Seige 
’ He seals up the hand of every man And let us cease speaking many words | 
That everyone may know his |20 Have Ia book or scribe by me - 
weakness. That I may stand and put man to 
8 The'wild animals go'into their shelters | silence? i 
f And are at rest in their lairs, 21 But the light is not visible to all. — 


From the secret chambers comes the | 


it Shines far off in the ancient heaven, 
whirlwind, | 


As that which is from Him in the i 
And cold from the mountaintop! clouds. f 
10 By the breath ofthe Migsnty One, He 22 From the north come the clouds, 
will send frost; shining like gold; el} 
And He freezes the waters:as He | In these great things are the glory and 
wishes. | honor of the Almighty. 
1! And when the cloud obscures what He |23 We do not find another like Him in Hs 
chooses, strength. 2 


His light will disperse the cloud. | ; | ) 


E e tn Do you not think He who judges 
2 He will swirl the encircling clouds by righteously listens? hna a 
_ His governance 24 Therefore men shall fear Him, — _ 
To perform all their works, And the wise in heart shall fear Him. 
Moving them to do whatever He D | | | 
commands. “=. The Lord Speaks to Job ™ ak 
This has been appointed by Him on 4 ) After Elihu had ceased from spè 5 
the earth, ing, then the Lord spoke to a 
3 Whether for correction or for His of the whirlwind and clouds, saying: 
earth, | | . Thi R 
Or if He shall find him an object for 2 “Who is this who hides counsel from 
mercy, | | 


Me, 






37:5 The Mighty One (v. 5) will indeed thunder out of a whirlwind (38:1), and Elihu and Job's friends 
will be silenced. | | | ‘ithe 
37:6, 7 God uses the random winter storms and the rain and snow to show man his weakness n 
face of God's overwhelming power. Indeed, Christ taught this lesson to His disciples when he © vy aft 
the storm (Mt 8:23-27). “He has created man to be weak; and yet man thinks himself to be strong 
thereby he becomes even more feeble" (JohnChr). | ai wil 
37:9, 10 “What scientific laws, pray, can you lay down concerning thunder and lightning, O you 
thunder from the earth, and cannot shine with even little sparks of truth?” (GrgNa). we 
38:1 Out of the whirlwind: It was as if God wanted to place heaven itself above Job, as if He aised I 
brought His throne near to him (JohnChr). Had Job been about to die, the Lord would yen pr vio 
for his faithfulness, But since he is about to be doubly restored, the Lord reproved him, le 
itself should lay him low with the sword of pride” pelle 


n ey jj ”" 
| Ay gaster 
38:1-25 This passage (with 42:1-5) is read on Holy Thursday, the Thursday before Pascha (East | 


E m 














And holds words in his heart Fe ma 


And thinks to conceal them from Me? 
3 Gird your waist like a man; 
ĮI will question you, and you shall 
answer Me.t 


—_= 


B 


=. The Majestic Creator e 
4 “Where were you when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding. 19 
5 Who determined its measurements? 
Surely you know. 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations 
fastened, 
Or who laid its cornerstone, — 
7 When the stars were made 
And all My angels praised Me in a 
loud voice?t 


ct 
(< 


ba 


8 “I shut up the sea with doors 
When it burst forth and issued from | 
the womb.t | 
~ | made the clouds its garmentand 
wrapped it in mist | 
I fixed My limit for it and set bars and | 
doors. | 
1 [said, ‘This far you may come, butno | 
further, 
And here your waves must stop. 


22 


[ 


— 
= 
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2 “Did I order the morning light in your 
time, 

And did the morning star see its 
appointed place, | 

To lay hold of the ends of the earth 

And to shake the ungodly out of it? 

Or did you take clay of the ground and 
form a living creature, 

And set it with the power of speech 
upon the earth??t 

Have you removed light from the 

ungodly 
And crushed the arm of the arrogant?t 


29 


— 
C5 


26 


— 
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6 “Have you come upon the fountain of 


the sea | 
And walked in the tracks of the deep? ||) 29 


Do the outs of de death open toy you WEF. 


fear, 

And did the doorkeepers of Hades 
quake when they saw you? 

Have you been instructed in the 
breadth of the earth under 
heaven? 

Tell Me now, what is the extent of it? 


“In what kind of land does the light 
dwell, 
And what kind is the place of 
darkness? | 
If you would bring Me to their 
boundaries, 
And also if you understand their 
paths, 
Then I know you were born at that 
time, | 
And the number of your years is great. 


“Have you come upon the storehouses 


of snow? 
Have you seen the storehouses of 

hail? 

Are they stored for you against the 
time of your enemies, 

For the day of wars and battles? 

From where does the frost proceed? 

From where does the south wind 
scatter over the earth? 


“Who prepared a course for the violent 
rain 

Or a path for the thunders? 

Who causes it to rain on a land where 
there is no man, 

Or an uninhabited wilderness, where 
there is not a man in it, 

_ To satisfy the untrodden and- 

i uninhabited land _ 

And cause it to spring forth a crop of. 
tender grass? 

Who is the rain’s father, 

And who has begotten the drops of | 
dew? 

From whose womb comes thei ice, 


38:3 This verse was intended to restore and encourage a discouraged Job (lohnChr). : 

38:7 Before the stars were made, the angels praised the Lord. “All the unspeakable harmony of the 
ighest heavens, both in the service of God and in the mutual concord of the celestial powers, can 

therefore only be preserved by the direction of the Spirit" (BasilG). 


into one place” (JIohnChr; see Gn 1:9), 


‘14 The power of speech was given to man alone. 


38:8 “As if it were being born, the sea is first poured out, then takes its form, and is ‘gathered together 


38: ‘15-19 Christ descended to the very gates of hell and death and Ghieried them, so that by dying t He 
Might overcome their strength and bring light to the darkness. 











JOB 38:30 _8IG6 


And who has given birth to the frost in 
heaven, | 

30 Which descends like flowing water? 

Who made firm the face of the abyss? 


= e 





For its young ones wander | 
And cry to the Lord in search Of food 
| 3 Q “Do you know the time when the 


| wild rock goats bear you 
31 “Do you understand the band of the ag 


\ And do you mark when the deer ~» 
Pleiades, pinot 16 deer give 
And have you opened the fence of Do you number the full months of 
Oo <n non? | ai childbearing, 
*“ Will you open up Mazzaroth in its And have you relieved their pangs) 
season, : th 


| 3 Have you reared their young without 
fear, | 

And have you sent away their pangy) 

* Their young ones will break forth; 
They will be multiplied with offspring 
They depart and do not return. 

°> Who set the wild donkey free? 

| Who loosed his bonds?t _ 

|ë I made the wilderness his dwelling 

And the salt lands his house. 

He scorns the great multitude of the 


And the evening star with his rays? 
Will you guide them?t. 
3 Do you know the movements of 
heaven 
Or the events which take place 
together under heaven? 





$4 “Will you call a cloud with your 
voice, 
And will it obey you with a violent 
shower of much rain? 





35 , i t i pa > l ne city; | 
= AR cy EN na oey | He does not heed the blame of the tax 
They shall say to you, ‘What do vou collector. l ) 

want?’ ‘He will survey the mountains as his 

36 Who has given to women wisdom in | pasture, OOUT 

weaving And he seeks out every green thing. 
Or knowledge of embroidery?t 9 Will the wild ox be Willing to serve 
37 Who can number the clouds by YOURS E E. 
wisdom, Will he bed by your manger? 
And who bowed heaven down to ‘0 Can you bind his yoke with ropes, 
earth? | Or will he plow furrows for you in the | 

3 For it is spread like a cloud of dust. field? | ) 

And I have joined it together as one " Do you trust him because his strength | 
hewn stone to another t is great? ee 
Or will you commit! your worksto 

39 “Will you hunt prey for the lions him? | 
Or satisfy the lives of the serpents? '* Will you trust him to bring home you! 

40 They fear in their dens. seed ; 
And live in the forests, and lie in wait. And gather it to your threshing floor 

41 Who provides food for the raven? !3 The wings of the falcon wave proud!’ 


38:32-34 The “father” (v, 28) brought forth the Morning Star (i.e., Mazzaroth), which is Christ 
(Rev 22:16), “when the fullness of the time had come” (Gal 4:4). The Lord lifted up His voice (v. 
when the apostles, having been immersed in'the rain of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, preached the 
gospel to the world (see 1Kg 8:10, 11; Ps 93:3). 

38:36 St. Ambrose quotes this verse in speaking of Christ the High Priest's woven bridal garment 
“adorned with precious stones” (see Ex 35:27 and note). on the | 
38:38-41 The dust represents sinners, who were hardened into stone when Christ built His church , 
lion denotes the apostles, who “waited” until Pentecost, and the raven denotes the Gentiles (6'9 
39:1-4 St. Gregory the Great and St. Ambrose see in the begetting of young by the wild goats 40° 
deer a type of the “labors of fathers who beget spiritual children” (see Gal 4:19, 20). ven, tl 
39:5-12 St. Gregory sees in the wild donkey a type of the saints who seek the kingdom of ard \ 
removed from earthly cares, and who pay no heed to the blame (v. 7) of the evil one. He sees În 40 be 
wild ox a type of the proud nations which were tamed by the gospel. The manger is ungari : 
Holy Scripture, and the ropes are the precepts of discipline in the Church, The seed is the wo KS 
preaching (Mt 13:3), and the threshing floor is the Church itself (Mt 3:12). | 


i 
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But are her wings and pinions like the 
kindly. stork’s?. 


u For the falcon leaves her eggs on the 28 
ground 29 

And warms them in the dust. 
is She has forgotten that a foot will 30 


scatter them, 

Or that wild animals will trample 
them. 

She hardens herself against her young 
ones 

As though they were not hers. 

She labors in vain without concern, 

Because God deprived her of wisdom |> 

And did not endow her with 
understanding. 

18 When she lifts herself on high, 

She scorns the horse and its ridert 

3 Have you given the horse strength? 

Have you clothed his neck with a 
mane? 4 

Have you put on him a suit of armor 

And made his breast glorious with 
courage? 

‘+! He paws exultingly in the valley 

And goes forth with strengih into the 
plain. 

He mocks at battle when he sees it, 5 

Nor does he turn back from the sword. 

The bow and the sword resound 
against him, 

And his rage would destroy the earth. 

He will not believe until the trumpet 
sounds, ; 

For at the blast of the trumpet he says, | 7 
‘Good! Well done!’ 

He smells the battle from afar with its 
leaping and shouting. 

Does the hawk remain steady by your 
understanding, | Gi 

And spread its rigid wings looking 
toward the south? 

Does the eagle mount up at your 

command, 


24 


25 





40 


cloud and said:t 


IEEE I | 


JOB 40:8 


And the vulture remain sitting over its 
nest 

On the crag of a hidden rock? 

From there it spies out the prey: 

Its eyes observe from afar. 

Its young ones roll themselves in 
blood; 

And where the slain are, immediately 
they are found.” 


Moreover the Lord God answered 
Job and said:t 


“Will anyone pervert judgment with the 
Mighty One? 
He who rebukes God will answer for it.” 


<=. Job Responds = 


“Then Job answered the Lord and said: 


“Why am I still judged and 
admonished, 
Even if I rebuke the Lord, hear such 
things, and am nothing? 
But what answer will I give to these 
things? | 
l will put'my hand over my mouth. 
T have spoken once. 
I will not do so a second time.” 


œ. The Lord Calls Job to Account -= 
‘The Lord yet answered Job out of the 


“No rather, gird up your waist like a 
man, aah 
For | will question you, and you shall 
answer Me. 


“Do you not reject My judgment? 
Do you think I have dealt with you in 
any other way 
Than might appear to you to be 
righteous?t 


39:18-25 The horse and rider are like the body and soul of the righteous, who fight the adversary fear- 
essly, waiting for the sound of the trumpet and to hear the words “Well done!” i 

‘1-5 St. Gregory remarks that God is saying to Job, “You were considering your own loftiness, but 
YOU Were ignorant of that of others. Having heard of the virtues of others, answer Me, if you can, con- 
Erning your own.” 

‘6-14 God chastens the righteous “in order to raise them to a higher state of purity, and delivers 
them over to various trials that He may purge away all their unclean thoughts . . . and may thus trans- 
it them like pure gold to the judgment to come” (JohnCas). 

8 The Lord at last tells Job why he has suffered. “This is the balm for Job's wounds, This is the crown 
f the contest. This is the reward for his patience” (GrgNa). St. John Chrysostom writes that all that has 

Ne before is now justified, Indeed, Job's remaining righteous in the midst of affliction perfectly 
His onstrates Christ, who suffered without sinning in His humanity that He might be made known in 
<> divinity, 


JOB 40:9 _ 






9 


— 


9 


— 
cf 


— 
=f] 


21 


22 


40:15 The wild animals described to Job are seen by some Church Fathers as a type of Satan, the ar 
cient enemy. Having been shown the “lofty aspirations and works of the saints," Job is now being 
shown the wiles and snares of the adversary who afflicted him. | 

40:19-22 Satan was created first among all the angels and was exalted as ruler of creation (see 
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Have you an arm like'the Lord’s? 


Or can you thunder with a voice like a9 
His? | 

Assume now majesty and power, 

And clothe yourself with glory and 


honor. 24 
Send forth messengers with wrath 
And humble every insolent man. 25 
Extinguish the arrogant man 
And consume at once the ungodly. 26 
Hide them together in the earth 
And fill their faces with disgrace. wy, 


Then I will also admit 
That your own right hand can save | 28 
you. 
| 


“But look now at the wild animals with 

you. 5 

They eat grass like oxen.t 

Behold now, his strength is in his 
loins, 

And his power is in the center of his 
stomach. 

He sets up his tail like.a cypress; 

His nerves. are tightly knit. 

His ribs are like ribs of bronze, 

And his backbone like bars of iron. 

This is the ruler of the Léerd’s creation, 

Made to be mocked at by His angels.t 

When he goes up to a rough 
mountain, 

He causes joy to the four-footed 
animals in Tartarus: 

He lies under trees of every kind, 

Alongside the papyrus, and reed, and 
bulrush. 

The great trees shade him with their 
branches; i 


DS 
D 


2 





Ezk 28:12, 13; Is 14:12). 


FAMEM hi 
40:23 Here one is reminded of Pharaoh, who did not notice the waters of the Red Sea rushing over j 
until it was too late (Ex 14:23-28). The Jordan, says St. Gregory, signifies those who have been ar | 


with the sacrament of baptism. 


40:24-26 Christ brought the strategies of the devil to naught by overcoming them, thus taking 4 : 
his power. The devil seized the bait that was His Body," and the “sharp sting of His Godhead P ) 


him through” (GrgGt), 


40:27, 28 The enemy, says St. Gregory, is against God in His holiness, “but does not disagree 
judgment,” for he always seeks to tempt righteous men. ' ither mee 
righteously.” This, then, is a kind of covenant between God and Satan wherein the wane ei the 
parties are fulfilled. “Each attains what it desires and terminates its quarrels by the desiree Ig 
40:29 To the Lord, writes St. Gregory, the devil is as irrational as an unclean animal, as maligo vel 
snake, and as harmless as a caged bird, The Lord played with him when, in Christ's Passion, = 


Him the bait, but concealed the snare,” | 


41:1-3 Even the very powers that oppose God by their evil doings are subservient to Him. 


4] 


"Yet the Lord permits this, either me 





So do the branches of the willow 
If there should be a flood, he wifi n, 
-| notice it; aig 
He is confident, though the Jord 
beats against his mouth,t 
Though he takes it in his eyes 


Or one pierces his nose with a Snare} 
hi a hogy 


Will you catch the serpent wit 
And put a halter about his nose 
Or will you fasten a ring in his nose 
Or pierce his lip with a hook? 
Will he speak to you in prayer, 
Softly with the voice of a suppliany 
Will he make a covenant with you? 
Will you take him as a servant 
forever? Re 
Will you play with him as with a bird 
Or will you cage him as a sparrow fo, 
a child?t aai 
Do the nations feed upon him? 
Will they apportion him among the 
nations of the Phoenicians? 
All the ships come together would not 
be. able A 
To bear the mere skin of his tail, 
Or carry his head with fishing vessels 
Once you lay your hand on him, : 
Remembering the battle waged by his 
mouth, ofl By 
Let it not be done again. 


“Have you not seen him? ~ 
Have you not wondered at whal 
has been said of him?t 
Do you not fear because Lam 
prepared? © ; ~l 
Who then is able to stand against Me: 





with Hi f 
cituly® 


















| 
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~ who will stand against Me and 
endure, 
Since everything under heayen is Mine? 





19 He regards iron as straw, 
And bronze as rotten wood. 
20 The arrow cannot wound him; 
The sling-stone becomes like grass to 
him. 
21 Hammers are regarded as straw, 
And he laughs at the threat of 
javelins. 
22 His bed is like sharp skewers, 
And all the gold of the sea under him 
| Is like a great amount of clay. 
23 He makes the deep boil like a brazen . 


«j will not be silent because of him, 
Though because of his power, one. 
shall pity. his antagonist.t 
s Who will remove his outer coat? 
Who may enter within the fold of his, 
breastplate? rg 
6 Who will open the doors of his face, 
With his terrible teeth all around? _ 
7 His entrails are as brazen plates, 


And the texture of his skin as a ee DOG | 
| symrite stone. And he regards the sea like a pot of 
s One part clings to another | ointment. (GE 
So no air comes between them. 24 The lowest-part of the deep.is as a 
o A man will be joined to his brother. captive. __ . | 
They stick together and cannot be He reckons the deep as his. walking _. 
parted. 7 range.t ‘pre 


25 On earth there is nothing like him, : 
Who was made to be mocked at by My 
| angels. | 

26 He beholds. every high thing; 
He is king over all that are in the 

| waters,” 7 

A Job’s Confession and Repentance =~ 

A Then. Job answered the Lord and 
said:4 


w His sneezings flash forth light, 
And his eyes are like the appearance ` | 
of the morning Star. nice ca 
ıı Out of his mouth go burring lights; 
Sparks of fire shoot oùt. zt 
2 Smoke goes out of nis nostrils 
As from a boiling pot with fire ot coals. 
3 His breath kindles coals, 
And a flame goes out of his mouth. 
4 Strength dwells in his neck, 
And destruction runs before him. 


5 The muscles of his body are joined 2 “1 know You can do-all things, 
together. And nothing is impossible for You. 
They are firm on him and cannot be 3 For who is he who hides counsel from 
moved. ) You? | 
© His heart is as hard as stone, Who keeps back his words 
And it stands like an unyielding anvil, . And thinks to hide them from You? _ 
E7 | | Who will tell me what I knew not, .. _ 
When he turns, he is a terror Things too great and wonderful, which 
To the four-footed wild animals which I did not know? | 
T leap upon the earth. 4; 4 But hear me, O Lord, that I also may 
Though the sword reaches him, it speak. Sari San TAATA 
cannot avail; bl -> vLwill ask You, and please teach Me.t 





41:4-15 The enemy had power over the “deep” (v. 24), which is the earth, until Christ, his antagonist, 
pierced his impenetrable armor. St. Gregory the Great writes that the doors of his face (v. 6) are 
racked teachers” who lead their students straight to hell, and his stony skin illustrates hardened sin- 
k A mutually shielding each other so that no breath of life can reach them. Lights come-from, his 
Heid (v. 11) “because they inflame the minds of the hearers to love unbelief, and from seeming to 
Re wisdom, they surely burn with wickedness.” The smoke is,“darkening doubt,” and coals are 
re y desires, kindled to flame by pride, envy, lust, and avarice; ~; ; “yi, 
a God allows the enemy to live for two reasons: that he might disgrace himself the more in 
Gi fenguered by the weaker; and that mankind might be crowned with victory in overcoming him. 


42: ESL | | MANE shih 
ee ear me, O Lord: Speaking to God |s not so much what we say with our mouths, but rather “to 
J tor Him with eager desires” (GrgGt). | | iw eweiheve i 
— a 


1-5 This passage (with 38:1-25) is read in the church at Vespers on Holy Thursday. 








JOB 42:5 


` “I have heard of You by the hearing of 


the ear, 
But now my eye sees You.t 
6 Therefore I depreciate myself, and | 
waste away. 
I regard myself as dust and ashes.”t 


s The Lord Rebukes and Redeems 
Job’s Friends «= 


‘So it was, after the Lord had spoken > 


these words to Job, that the Lord said to 
Eliphaz the Temanite, “You have sinned, 
you and your two friends, for you have 
not spoken before Me what is true, as My 
servant Job has.t Now therefore, take for 
yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, go 
to my servant Job, and offer up for your- 
selves a burnt offering; and my servant 
Job shall pray for you. For I will only ac- 
cept him, but for his sake, | would have 
destroyed you; because you have not spo- 
ken what is true regarding my servant 
Job.” 3S0 Eliphaz the Temanite atid Bildad 
the Shuhite and Zophar the Naarmmathite 


them; and He redeemed their sin for Jab’s 
Sake. 


42:5 Now my eye sees You: The gift of spiritual knowledge—that is, when we begin to perceive the | 
hidden things of God—is conferred. on us through repentance and the fear of God, which gives birth to 
a deeper faith. “This is called ‘the faith of divine vision.’ Until then, hearing, but now divine vision. But 


vision is more certain than hearing” (Isaacs). 
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gave him a lamb and four drachms’ weigy 





tiful as the daughters of Job, and their fe 
ther gave them an inheritance amon 
went and did as the Lord commanded | their brothers. !*After this affliction, Jo 






~~. Job’s Wealth Is Restored s, ~ 


“Then the Lord restored Job's Ie. 
when he prayed for his friends, and Her 
gave their sin. But the Lord gave Jop t| 
as much as he had before. !!Then aj; 
brothers and all his sisters heard aboy 
everything that happened to him, ang | 
came to him. So did all who knew him from 
the first. They ate food and drank with hin 
and comforted him; and they wondered 


all the Lord brought upon him. Each F: 
of uncoined gold.t 

Now the Lord blessed the latter day 
of Job more than his beginning. He hay 
fourteen thousand sheep, six thousani 
camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, ani 
one thousand donkeys.2 !3He also hag 
seven sons and three daughters.t And he | 
named the first, Day, the second, Cassia 
and the third, Amalthia’s Horn. In all the 
land, there were found no women so beat- 





lived one hundred and seventy. years, and 
all the years he lived were two hundred 


“Because Job has condemned himself, God has justified him” (JohnChr; see 40:8). | 
42:7-9 Job images Christ as suffering servant, High Priest, and Intercessor on behalf of all, St. Grego” 


| | 
42:6 Job was still in physical torment, yet having seen God, he was undone, and asks for nothing mor | 
| 


writes that he also images the Church. Job's intercession is echoed by Abraham and Moses (see 
Gn 18:22-33; Ex 32:32) and fulfilled by Christ (Lk 23:34). As we worship during Divine Liturgy, we offe! 
up ourselves and, because Christ offered Himself first for our sake, we receive acceptance and forgv® 


ness through Him. 


42:7 Note that Elihu is not mentioned. There are many like Elihu in the Church who refuse to prog 
properly the truths they believe, and whose swollen pride makes them unacceptable to God. “Sach 
does not restore him, because he already believes what he should believe, but heavenly justice drive 


him away on account of his flood of words” (GrgGt). 


42:11 Job's righteousness and God's faithfulness were indeed demonstrated to all through his suf : 
according to the Lord’s word (40:8). St. Gregory the Great comments that Job's double blessings Po 


the general resurrection, when the Church will receive “that which is hers twofold: having rece! 
Gentiles in full number, all Judea shall then also be found to agree to run to her faith” (see Rom 


14:25 


26; Is 61:7; Rev 6:11) “on the preaching of Elijah” (see Mt 17:11). They ate food and drank with Hin 
images the eucharistic supper, As uncoined gold is shaped into a coin, so the faithful, having been ne 
in God’s image, are being shaped into His likeness through participation in Him. The lamb points * 


once-for-all sacrifice of Christ offered up during Divine Liturgy. 
42:13-15 St. Gregory comments that Job had the same number of children as before (1:2), 


"in orde! 


that those who had been destroyed might be shown to be alive," The daughters’ names designa sa 
redeemed human race, which shines forth like the day; spreads a sweet spiritual fragrance like ca 


and overflows with abundance like a horn of plenty. 
42:12-17 This passage is read on Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 
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forty-eight; and Job saw his children ana 
grandchildren for four generations. !7So 
Job died, old and full of days. '8It is writ- 
ten that he will rise with those whom the 
Lord resurrects.t 

This man is described in the Syriac 
book as living in the land of Ausitis, on the 
borders of Edom and Arabia. Previously 
his name was Jobab. 2°He took an Arabian 
wife and begot a son named Ennon. But he 
himself was the son of his father Zare, one 
of the sons of Esau, and of his mother, 
Bosorra. Thus, he was the fifth son from 
Abraham. 


2INow thage were Mhe Kings who reigned 
in Edom, over which country he also ruled. 
First, there was Balak the son of Beor, and 
the name of his city was Dennaba. But af- 
ter Balak, there was Jobab, who is called 
Job. After him, there was Asom, who was 
ruler out of the country of Teman. After 
him, there was Adad the son of Barad, who 
destroyed Midian in the plain of Moab; and 
the name of his city was Gethaim. 22Now 
his friends who came to him were: Eliphaz, 
of the children of Esau, king of the Teman- 
ites; Bildad, ruler of the Shuhites; and 
Zophar, king of the Minians. 





42:18 He will rise: Job is, after all, a book about resurrection from the dead—the continual hope of the 
Old Testament prophets: Job's physical healing was only a foretaste of what he will experience in God's 
kingdom. The final verses serve to establish Job in history, as'an historical person. St. John Chrysostom 
remarks that the exiled Jews in Eqypt included this section because they knew they would soon return 


to Jerusalem, “and desiring this, 
rekindle their piety.” 


they could find in the history of Job a significant brazier with which to 
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Mayor. Theme—* Tis fear of the D is the IAM of wisdom” (9; 10). | 
Sar ~ Proverbs i is thought t to be the foundation for the Beatitudes (Mt 5).tn ar | 
; first’ nine chapters, the wisdom of God is ‘personified asa companion o of God ) 
from the beginning and i iS revealed i in the Second Person of the Te Testy. 
Christ. The personification of wisdom i in 8:2235 is ‘applied to. the. olf al 
Theotokos, the Mother of God, in the Church's Divine Liturgy. © 





Backgrou nd— Hebrew proverbs are often written as individual couplets wi 
two lines of equal length. Two common types are (1) the synonymous 
oone which expresses the same basic thought in both lines; and (2) th 
antithetical proverb, which offers a contrast, such as between wise and f fo it 
or virtuous and evil. The main wriunys of Solomon reflect the antithetical — 
proverb. 


In the “words of the wise” 22. 20-24: 39); there is a prevalence oft vo- Of 

ii 

three-verse units. The style changes i in the end, with the acrostic poem woei 
wisdom is personified as a woman, pe onne the wife of noble character 


Outline 


t > I. Wisdom Poona (1:19:25) V.A Father’s Words (30:1-15) i 


II. First Solomonic Collection of Sayings VI. Numbered Proverbs (30:16-35) 
(10;1—22:19) VII. The Words of a King (31:1-9) 


III. Words of the Wise (22:20—24:39) VIII. The Ideal Wife (31:10-30) 
IV. Second Solomonic Collection of Sayings _ | | 
Transcribed under King Hezekiah 
(25:1—29:28) £ 
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And there is good understanding in all 
who practice it;t | 

|8 And godliness toward God is the 
beginning of perception, 

But the ungodly despise wisdom and 








"To Know Wisdom sr 
The Proverbs of Solomon, the son of 
David, | | 
Who reigned in Israel,ta 
» To know wisdom and instruction, 


And to understand words of instruction, | | 
discernment; : ° Hear, my son, the instruction of your 
; Toreceive both subtlety of words, father, 
And to understand true righteousness And do not reject the laws of your 
and upright judgment; mother.t 


I0 For you will receive a crown of grace 
on your head f 
And a gold chain around your neck. 
u My son, do not let the ungodly lead 
you astray, 
And do not consent if they invite you, 
saying, 
12 “Come with us; take part in bloodshed, 
And let us hide a righteous man in the 
earth unjustly; | a 
t3 And let us swallow him, just as Hades 
does the living, — | 
And let us take away his remembrance 
from the earth; 


1 Soas to give astuteness to the simple, 
And both perception and 
understanding to a young man: 
5 For a wise man who hears these things 
will be wiser, 
And the man of understanding will 
gain direction. | 


+s. Wisdom Begets the Fear of God 7> 
6 He will understand both a parable and | 
a hidden Saying, 
Both wise words and riddles.t _ 
7 The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom, 








1:1-2a The Book of Proverbs was written that one might know Christ, the Wisdom of God. As St. Paul 
pointed out, Christ is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1Co 1:24). St. Hippolytus also said, 
"These are the proverbs of Solomon, that is to say, the peacemaker, who, in truth, is Christ the Savior.” 
It was also written that one might partake of the virtues Wisdom begets in those who obey Him. 
Thus; although the human author of this book is King Solomon, the Author behind the author is 
Wisdom Himself, the Son and Word of God. | 
Wisdom instructs those who know Him! The word instruction incorporates several aspects: teaching, 
correction, discipline, reproof, learning, education, and training. Wisdom and His instruction in the 
virtues are emphasized throughout the Book of Proverbs. The purpose of correcting and disciplining 
oneself is to remove the deceptions of sin, so the God-given virtues in one’s nature can manifest them- 
selves (MaxCon, JohnDrn). | Eve 
1:6 Proverbs is characterized by. parables, hidden sayings, wise words and riddles. And as Wisdom gives 
one discernment regarding these, he is able to understand Wisdom’s instruction. Parables are illustra- 
tions used to teach the virtues. Christ, the Wisdom of God, also used parables extensively when He 
taught as recorded in the Four Gospels. Hidden sayings and riddles can only be understood by illumina- 
tion. Wisdom illuminates those who know and are taught by Him. Wise words are like a door that leads 
into the inner sanctuary of Wisdom. If Wisdom opens this door to the earnest seeker after the virtues, 
this seeker will find Wisdom and partake of His virtues (see also Mt 7:7, 8.). i p Neeti 
1:7, 8 Wisdom begets the fear of God in “the simple” (v. 4). The simple are beginners on the spiritual 
path. This fear is the beginning of wisdom, godliness toward God, and the beginning of perception. As 
these beginners practice this fear, they grow in good understanding of Wisdom and His virtues. The 
ungodly are those who despise Wisdom and His instruction. They may claim to believe in'God, but the 
° not know Wisdom nor live a virtuous life. Consequently, they do not truly believe in God. mite 
1:9 My son is a form of address used throughout Proverbs. Wisdom is like a father and a mother to His: 
aren for He has deep love and affection for them. He instructs them out of such parental tender- ' 
S5. if 
1:11-19 When Wisdom became a righteous Man in His Incarnation, He allowed His enemies to crucify 
Him (unjustly, v, 12), and to bury Him in a tomb (hide Him in the earth, v. 12). Their objective was to - 
z e away his remembrance from the earth (v. 13); however, He is now remembered all over the world. 
3h His enemies are forgotten. Judas Iscariot cast his lot with the enemies of Wisdom and acquired a 
paren bag and purse with them (v. 15). For he sold Him for thirty pieces of silver. Consequently, they | 
9k away their own soul in ungodliness (v. 19). gad rii ey | 
| , =[1]= 
1:1-20 This passage is read at Monday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 
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Let us seize his valuable property, 
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leno shall teach you my word,t | 
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as +4 ‘ince I called, but you did not ob 
d le houses with 25 Since I called; bu Dey, 
ana weit es And spoke at length, but you paid no 
assay ttention, 
15 Cast your lot with us H WARE E 4, 
And let us acquire a common bag; 26 But made my Ae pate 
Let there be one purse for us.” And wan ro persuaded Dy my 
6 ` Do not walk in the way with them, | ee ee ha 
But turn away your foot from their 27 Consequently, I will laugh at your 
paths. annihilation, 152196 mii gi 
17 For their feet run to evil, And will exult when ruin'comesto 
And they make ħaste to shed blood. you, 
18 For nets are not spread before birds And when confusion reaches you 
for no reason, unawares, Sica 
For those who participate in murder And overthrow comes: like a 
store up evils for themselves; whirlwind, 7 oe 
And evil is the destruction of lawless And when tribulation and anguish 
men. | come to you, 
19 These are the ways of all who And when destruction comes to you. 
accomplish lawless things, For it shall be, when you shall call 
For they take away their own soul in upon me, 
ungodliness. I will not listen to you; 
Wicd SRESRS On: Evil men will seek me, but not find 
+” Wisdom sings in the streets; For they hate wisdom, and choose not 
She moves boldly in the squares.t@ the fearofthe Lord. 
i ene preaches on niga ciy Walls Neither do they wish to follow my 
sits at the gates of lords. counsels, | 
At tes gates of a city she boldly But despise my reproofs. . 
S; | i 
2 “So | iA a E EA E Hat tote thie oe eat the fruits 0 
fast to righteousness, And be filled with their ow 
7 They shall not be ashamed;t ungodliness. arilarni 
~ But E a E For anre oe wrong the simple, they | 
| zi 7 s shall be killed, | 
And herome ungodly, they hate And a close examination shall destro _ 
And are become subject to But Mie ungodly. pace eae 
reptoots t | Bu A who obeys me shall dwell if 
4 Behold, I shall bring forth upon you ORE, | | 
une And shall be at rest without fear fro” 
th ce of. oath : ) without fe 
e utterance of my breath, every evil.” ) 





1:20, 21 Wisdom is present everywhere and i in all 
ane sa reeking to draw all to Himself, and through H 
arnate, he also exhibited this courage in public places, And He | i 
de » one 
pk sae virtues, to those who believe in Him and walk lotthe tamone poner 8 a i 
righteousness one ofthe gentra ite nt aeS aue of their faith, Wisdom gives them the dft? 
they shall not be ashamed. virtues of Wisdom. As long as they hold fast to this righteousne® 
1: | is one 
23 Perception is one of the general virtues of Wisdom, and the crown of the virtues. But those with 


out discernment , . , become un i 
ee bb ia godly because of th | : | 
them in hopes they will return to Him through thaleartogance, the worst of vices. Wisdom repro’ 


1:24-35 Wisdom sends forth His Hol 
ly Spirit (my bre 
pay no attention to this teaching shall eat Ap friltstot thet 
dom shall dwell in hope, and shall be at rest without fe 
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1:20-35 This passage is read at Tuesday Vespers 


teach the wise His word (v. 24). Those we 
Frown way (v. 33). But those who obey * 
ar from every evil (v. 35). 
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during the first week of Great Lent...) 








2 


li) 


And the perception in your soul seems 
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a It Is Wise to Obey m 

My son, if you receive the words of 
my commandment 

And hide them within yourself, 

your ear will be obedient to wisdom, 

And you will incline your heart to 
understanding; . 

You will entrust it to your'son as an 
admonition. 

For if he calls upon wisdom, 

And you utter your voice for 
understanding; 

If you seek perception with a strong 
voice,? 

If you seek her as Silver 

And search for her as treasure, 

Then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord 

And find the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord gives wisdom, 

And from His face come knowledge 
and understanding; 

And He stores up salvation for the 
upright: 

He will protect their journey, 

That He might guard the ways of His 

ordinances; | 


And He will carefully guard the way of | 


those who reverence Him. 
Then you will understand 
righteousness and judgment, 
And accomplish successfully every 
good path for yourself. 


œ. Holy Thinking => — 
For if wisdom comes into your mind, 


to be good, 
Then good counsel will guard you, 
And holy thinking will keep you; 
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2 That it might rescue you from an evil 


way 
And from a man who speaks nothing 
| trustworthy. | 


Woe to those who forsake the paths of 


uprightness 
So they may walk in the ways of 
darkness, | 
Who delight in evils 
And rejoice in evil perversion, 
Whose ways are crooked 
And their paths devious, 
So they may cause you to be far from 
the straight way 
And a stranger to righteous judgment. 


My son, do not lay hold of evil counsel, 
Nor forsake the teaching of your youth 


And forget the divine covenant; 
For it establishes its house with death, 
And its paths beside Hades with the 
dead; 
All who journey there do not return, 
Nor do they lay hold of straight paths; 
For they do not comprehend the years 
of life. , 
For if they walked in good paths, 
They would find the smooth paths of 
righteousness. — . 
The inhabitants of the land will be good, 
And the simple will be left in it; 
For the upright will dwell in the land, 
And the holy will be left in it. 


The ways of the ungodly shall perish 


from the land, | 
And the lawless shall be banished 

from it. | 

« The Laws of Wisdom < 
My son, do not forget my laws, 
But let your heart keep my words;t® 


2A loving son receives the words of Wisdom and hides them in his heart. Such a son becomes an. 
lent listener to Wisdom and inclines his heart to understanding. 


ji Christ, the Wisdom of the Father, places the crown of the virtues (understanding and perception) 
à son who seeks Him as intensely as people seek monetary gain (silver and treasure). Such a son will 


Understan 
27.9 : 
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godly fear and. come to know God the Trinity. 
3 There are two roads on which mankind is traveling: the evil road of the vices and the good road 
tog, Yirtues, Each of these two is addressed many times in this passage (vv. 7-17). The evil road leads 


iS and Hades, from which there is no return (w. 18, 19). The good road leads to the world to 
iy ithe land, vv, 21-23). 
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and Carelessness (v, 23), 





"'getfulness is the forgetting of Wisdom’s laws co | 
ence from the heart to Wisdom, Such obedience is the road to life and peace, 
dy ced 

H) ~2 ; . 
; This Passage is read during Wednesday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 
'$ Passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the first week of Great Lent. 
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on a his chapter may be divided into three sections, each section beginning with the address, My 
each deals with three vices or sinful passions and their cure: forgetfulness (v. 1), rebelliousness 


ncerning virtue, and the beginning of its cure 
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For length of jeu and vean of life 


For whom the ber 
and peace d loves He 


A instructs, 
ey will add to you. | And chastises every son He 
Do y let almsgiving and faithfulness receives. | 
orsake you, 3 Blessed is a man who fi 
But hang them upon your neck; And a mortal who sees ns wiao, 
And you will find grace For the profits gained from wis 
And provide good things before the are better dom 


Lord and men.t 
5 ‘Trust in God with all your heart 
And do not exalt your own wisdom. precious stones, -l 
In all your ways know wisdom, 


. And nothing evil will w 
That she may cut a straight path for > She is well KOWA to all who e w 
you; 


Than the treasures of gold and si 
And wisdom is more valuable than y 


come 
| near her, 

_ And your foot will not stumble. And no honor is worthy of her 
Do se e SO OWALE ENA 17 For length of days and years of lite 
But fear God, ana turn awa from eaae 

avery evil And OA left hand are riches and 

8 Raer hefy shall be healing for yoür Righteousness proceeds from her 

ody 
x | th, 
And care for your bones. | ete 
> Honor the Lord from your righteous ae na Cae law and mercy Upon | 
labors, if 
And offer Him the firstfruits from the, | — ee PER re aici a 
fruits of your righteousness, _ 
10 That your storehouses may be filled She = Hae) of life for all who cleave 
with abundance of grain, |, J | 
And your winepresses may gush with And she is secur ity for those whol lean 
wine. Ule Lord. 
| : God by wisdom founded the earth 
«= The Instruction of *Visdom om And prepared the heavens with 
11 | My son, donot despise the ‘instruction discernment.% q 
of the Lord, |22 With perception the dente were 
Neither grow weary under His | broken up, 
reproof. ta And the clouds flowed with dew. 
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3:4-10 Faithfulness in almsgiving (v. 3) is a manifestation of obedience to Wisdom from the heart, and 
helps one not to forget His laws. For one who forgets the laws of Wisdom exalts his own wisdom: 1 
stumbles on the straight path (v. 6), relies on his own discernment (v. 7), and turns to ie : 
But almsgiving is part of the golden chain around one’s neck (v. 3; see also 1:10). For one attac 
his material possessions will soon forget and forsake Wisdom and His laws-(v. 3). 
3:11-22 Rebellion is an offspring of forgetfulness and is characterized by a heart that PEET i 
faints under Wisdom’s instruction—one aspect of which is reproof (v. 11). For Wisdom instructs al 
chastises His children, because He loves them (v.12; see also Heb’ 12:5, 6); otherwise, they would 
God and fall into rebellion against Him. But Wisdom’s education leads to discernment (v. 12) and 
teousness (v. 18). sini y 

Those who know Christ will find Him to be the true riches (vv: 14, 15, 17), and no honor given 
worthy of Him (v: 16); To travel His good road brings one peace (v. 19), life (v. 20), and wae : 
Then too, they come to know Him as the Lord (v. 20) and the Creator of the world, for God t 
founded the world throngn Him ANN 21, 22). | 
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3:11-18 This passage Ís read on n September 13 at Vespers for the Feast of the Exaltation oft 


Cross. ofl 
3:21-36 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the flist week of Great Lent. 
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35 For every lawless man is unclean 
before the Lord, 
And he does not sit among the 
righteous, 
| 36 The curse of God is in the houses of 
the ungodly, whi 
But He blesses the dwellings of the 
righteous. 
37 The Lord opposes the arrogant, 
But He gives grace to the humble.“ 
38 The wise shall inherit glory, 
But the ungodly exalt dishonor. 
“a, Obedient Thinking = 
| Hear, my children, the instruction of 
your father, 
And pay attention, that you might 
know his thinking;t | 
2 For I offer a good gift to you; 
Do not forsake my law. 
13 For I was a son, and I was obedient to 


«~ The Cure for Carelessness 
My son, do not be careless, 
But keep my counsel and thinking,t 
That your soul may live, | | 
And grace may be around your neck. 
» And there will be healing for your 

flesh 
And care for your bones, 
» That you may walk confidently in 
peace in all your ways, 
And your foot may not stumble. 
» For if you sit down, you will be 
without fear, 
And if you lie down, your sleep will be | 
pleasant, 
» And do not be afraid of intimidation 
when it comes upon you, 
Nor of the attack of the ungodly when 
it comes at you; 
2 For the Lord will be over all your.» 
ways, 








i . father 
And He will plant your feet firmly, my a ie 
that you may not be shaken: And er in the presence of my 


Tað 


0 Do not withhold doing good to the 
needy, 
When you may give a helping hand: 
31 Do not say, when you are able to do 
good, 
“Come back tomorrow, and I will give 
you something”: 


4 Who taught me, saying, 
“Let our word become firmly planted in 
your heart; 
5 Guard our commandments; do not 
~~ forget them; 
Neither disregard the word of my 


| | | mouth, 
For you do not know what the next |6 Nor forsake it, and it shall cleave to 
day will bring forth. | yOu: i Tif 


2 Do not devise evil things against vour Love it, and it will keep you 





friend 7 Meee 
E aie sa Ta / Secure it, and it ‘shall exalt you; 
ea beside you and trusts in | Honor it, that,it may embrace you, 
; | 5 |8 And give your head a crown of grace 
3. Do not be ready to quarrel with a ‘man | And cover you with a crown of EHACeS: 
Sera | delight.” 
Lest he do you some harm. | BE 
* Do not incur the reproach of evil | æ The Paths of Wisdom = 
„men, | 9 Hear me, my son, and receive my 
Neither seek their ways; : words, | 
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3:23-38 One who forgets Wisdom becomes careless (v. 23). Such carelessness is characterized by fearful- 
Ness (v, 27), intimidation (v. 28), unfaithfulness in almsgiving (vv. 30,:31), betrayal (v. 32), quarrelsome- | 
ness (v. 33), lawlessness (vv. 34, 35), the curse of God (v: 36), arrogance (v. 37), and dishonor (v. 38). And 
the cure for carelessness (v. 25) is the grace of the virtues: discernment, righteousness, courage, and self- 
Control (grace around your neck, v. 24). ms 
os This chapter may be divided into three sections, in;which Christ, the Wisdom of the: Father, ad- | 
esses His children. Verses 1-8 emphasize obedient thinking. Verses 9-18 speak of the paths of Wis- 
om Verses 19-28 show the various senses of body and soul involved in the paths of Wisdom. 
- 41-8 Obedient thinking, firmly planted in the heart, guards and does not forget, disregard, or forsake 
K commandments of Wisdom (wv. 5, 6). Such thinking also loves, secures, and honors His command- 
ae (w. 6, 7). When this is the case, Wisdom, in turn, cleaves to (v. 6), keeps (v. 6), exalts (v: 7), and 
races (v, 7) His children. In so doing, He puts a crown of graces and delight on their heads (v. 8). 
l ~—(l]~— - 


3:3741 Th: . i 
37—4:21 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 
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Fol they are life to those 





ho fing 
increased, them 4 
That many ways of life may be aay p wate flesh, 
yours; | 
10 For I teach you the ways of wisdom watchfulness; | (ia) 
And set you on upright paths. For from these words are the isstieg y 
'! For if you walk, your steps shall not be " life. i Of 
confined: | | Put bth yourself a crooked 
And if you run, you will not grow Shedd | 
weary. | And remove unrighteous lips far from. 
2 Lay hold of my instruction; do not let dete vali evemibolatvacgiie’ 
go, | a TWard, 
But guard it for yourself as your life. And let your eyelids assent to 
3 Do not go in the ways of the ungodly, k righteous tee 
Neither be zealous for the ways of the Ne ener anA feet 
lawless; irect you nt. 
l4 In whatever place they encamp, do not | 26 Do nee turn aside to the right or to the 
go there, | eit, | 
But turn aside from them and pass by. But turn your foot from an evil Way; | 
l5 For they cannot sleep unless they do -|27 For Zod eae the ways on the right 
evil; and, 
Their sleep is taken away, and they do | ' ree ce nal are i 
not rest; | And he shall make your paths 
'6 For they feed on the bread of | straight 
ungodliness, | And guide your steps in peace. 
And they are drunk with the wine of = Fornication or Marriage m 
lawlessness. gee: FON EOL a 
U But the ways of the righteous shine K My son, hold fast to wisdom 
like a light: And incline your ear to my words, 
They go before and give light until full | That aS koag ee 
daylight. | | hs nie a 
'ë But the ways of the ungodly are : perception of TA wes | 
dark: Do not join yourself to a base - | 
They do not know how they stumble. a rakendab, from the hoaa | 
=. The Wise Heart > prostitute. a ane 
19 My son, give heed to my word Or for.a season she is pleasing to your 


And incline your ear to my words,t taste; 


That your fountains may not fail you: |4 Afterward, however, you will find her 
Guard them in your heart; more bitter than gall 


20 


4:9-18 The paths of Wisdom are life (vv. 9, 12), uprightness (v. 10), conducive to freedom (v. 11), ener 
getic (v. 11), are light and give light (v. 17); and they reject the paths of the ungodly and lawless 
(vv. 13-16), for their paths are dark and full of stumbling (v. 18). 
4:19-28 The paths of Wisdom involve the senses, both of body and soul: the ear’(v. 19), the heart and 
its fountains (vv. 20, 22), the mouth and lips (v. 23), the eyes and eyelids (v. 24), the feet (wv. 25, 26), a 
the hands (v. 27). Such involvement brings healing and wholeness (v. 21). 
Concerning 4:24, St. Hippolytus writes, “He looks straight forward who has thoughts free of paston 
and he has true judgments, who is not in a state of excitement about external appearances. When. 
says, ‘Let your eyes look straight forward,’ he means the vision of the soul," 1 See 
5:1-6 Wisdom is twofold. It is Christ Himself, and secondly, it is His words or teachings (v. 1). His chil 
dren who incline their ear to Him and His teachings will guard good thinking, which is called percer 
(v. 2). Perception is the crown of the virtues. And the good thinking in this case revolves around WS 
dom’s command concerning fornication vs. marriage. Moreover, His teaching regarding this matter 
called a command, because ‘it is not subject to change. His command is to stay away from sex outs! 
marriage, for this path will lead to Hades and death (vv. 3-6). 
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5:1-15 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. N 
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For feet lacking discernment lead 
those using her down into Hades 
with death; 

Her footsteps are not planted, 

For i does not travel the ways of 
life; 

And her paths are slippery and not 
easy to discern. 


The Perils of Sex outside 
of Marriage =. 

Now therefore, my son, hear me, 

And do not make my words invalid:t 

Make your way distant from her 

And do not come near the doors of her | 
house, 

That you may not give away your life 
to others 

And your existence to the merciless: 

That strangers may not be filled with 
your strength, 

And your labors go into the houses of 
strangers, 

And you should feel regret at the last, 

When the flesh of your body is 
consumed; | 

And you will say, “How I hated 
instruction | 

And turned my heart away from | 
reproofs; | | 

I did not hear the voice of my : 
instructor and teacher, 

Nor did T incline my ear; 

Little by little Iwas in every evil 

In the midst of the church and 
congregation.” 


Atid sharper than a two-edged sword. | 











Drink waters from your vessels 

And from the fountains of your 
spring. ta 

Do not let the waters from your 
fountain be spilled by you, 

But let your waters pass through your 
wide places; 

Let them be only for you, 

And let no stranger partake with 
you; | 

Let the fountain of your water be for 

_ you alone, | 

And rejoice together with the wife of 
your youth. 

Let your loving deer and graceful colt 
keep company with you, 

And let her alone go before you and 
be with you at all times; 

For in living with her love, you will be 
great. 


æ Another Warning 7- 


Do not be intimate with a strange 
woman, 

Neither cling to the embrace of a 
woman not your own;t 

For the ways of man are before the 
eyes of God, 

And He keeps close watch on all his 
paths. 

Lawless women ensnare aman, — 

But each man is bound by the chains 
of his own sins. 

Such a man dies with the 
uninstructed 


SS 


5:7-14 Prostitution here refers to engaging in sex outside marriage, which.may or may not involve the 
Payment of money. The sons of Wisdom need to obey Him and His teachings, and stay away from sex 


outside marriage (wv. 7, 8). For the perils are many. 


In fornication, a man becomes one flesh with numerous women, which in the end brings regret and 
a totally dissipated life (vv. 9-11; see also St. Paul's teaching. in, 1Co 6:15-20). Such a son will regret hat- 
ing the instruction and reproofs of Wisdom (wv. 12, 13)..Furthermore, little by little, this lifestyle leads to 
other sins, which are evident not only to God but to the church (v, 14). 
5:15-19 Marriage is sacred, here called waters which are pure, for it was ordained by Wisdom (v. 15; 
s€€ also Gn 2:23, 24). But adultery spills these waters and damages the marriage bond (v. 16). However, 
faithfulness in marriage is called wide places, because it is filled with blessings from Wisdom (vv. 16-18). 
For within it, both husband and wife rejoice together (v. 18), and the wife's love and companionship 


make her husband great (v. 19). 


5:20-23 |n conclusion, the eyes of God keep close watch on a man (w. 20, 21). For a man who 
embraces a woman not his wife may do so in the dark, but what he does is fully exposed before God. 
And although a lawless woman may ensnare a man, the man also is responsible for chaining himself 
with his own sins (v. 22). For he refuses Wisdom's crown of discernment, and is finally destroyed with 


© rest of the undiscerning (v. 23; see also Heb 13:4). 
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15-23 This passage, including 6:1-3, is read during Wednesday Vespers in the second week of Great 
nt, 
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PROVERBS 6:1 
And is cast forth from t 





of his own substance; 


And he is destroyed by lack of 


discernment. 
“a A Careless Tongue m 


My son, if you assume the debt of your 


friend, 


You will deliver your hand to an 


enemy;t 


For a man’s own lips become a strong 


snare to him, 

And he is conquered by the 
utterances of his own mouth, 

My son, do what I command you, 
and you will save yourself; 

For you came into the hands of evil 
things through your friend; 

Do not be faint, | 

But provoke even your friend, for 
whom you assumed a debt; 

Do not give sleep to your eyes 

Nor slumber to your eyelids 

That you may be saved, as a gazelle 
from the snares, 

And as a bird from a trap. 


= Laziness: A Dead-End Road 7> 


Compare yourself with the ant, 
O sluggard, 

And be zealous when vou seé his 
ways, 

And become wiser thanhe.? 

For although he has no tilled sand: 

Neither anyone tc compe: him, 

Nor any master to rule him, 

Yet he prepares all his food in the 
Summer 












And makes his provisions abun 


in the winter, | dant 
Or go to the honeybee, 
And learn how she is a worker 
And how solemnly she does hep 
work, 
Whose labors kings and common 
people use for health; | 
And she is desirable to all ang 


glorious; | 
And although she is weak in bodii 
strength, ‘aaa 
She leads the way in honoring 
wisdom. 


How long, O sluggard, will you be 
idle, j 

And when will you arise from _ 
sleep? icon 

You sleep a little; you sit down a 
little; you doze a short while: 

And you fold your hands on your 
chest a little; 

Then poverty comes to you as an ey] 
traveler | 

And neediness as a swift runner. 

But if you are diligent, your harvest 
shall come to youasa — 
fountain, | 

And neediness as an evil runner 
shall desert you. NS 


= A Lawless Spirit M ş 


A man who is without discernment 
and is lawless does not walkin — 
good ways. | 19) 

But he winks with an eye; he makesi 
sign with his foot, — 








6:1-40 This chapter warns against four vices or sinful passions: a careless tongue (vv. 1-6), laziness 
(vv. 7-16), a lawless spirit (vv. 17-25), and unlawful sexual intercourse (vv. 26—40). 

6:1-6 Assuming debt for a friend in this instance refers to a son of Wisdom pledging with his lips to 
join with a friend in his evil undertakings (v. 1). As St. Paul said, “Evil company corrupts good habits" 
(1Co 15:33). With such a pledge, a man’s tongue becomes his worst enemy (v. 2). Wisdom speaks to His 
son, commanding him to save himself (v. 3), for this son cannot save his friend before he saves himsel 
And he certainly cannot save him while participating with him in his sins (v: 3). - 


So Wisdom commands His son to cease being a coward (Do not be faint, v. 4), to reject his careless 


pledge to his friend, and to provoke his friend to change as well. Furthermore, this son is to awake- 
from his spiritual slumber and move forward quickly with this matter, that he may save himself, like à 
gazelle from the snares and a bird from a trap (vv. 5, 6; see also Eph 5:14, 15). | | SS 
6:7-16 Laziness, both of body and soul, leads to poverty (vv. 13-15). But Wisdom commands His son 
be diligent (v. 16). To achieve this, he must mark the behavior of two created things: the ant and tie 
honeybee. Outwardly they appear insignificant (v. 8) and weak (v. 12), but one who discovers their 
habits will also find the Word and Wisdom of God, who is Christ Himself. And when he imitates © 


way of life through the grace of Christ (vv. 7, 9, 10, 11), his laziness will be cured. 


6:3-24 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 








| 








Ana teaches with the wavelof.his 7 


hand.t 


instruction, | 


is And with a perverse heart, he 20 That you may keep yourself from a 
constantly schemes evil things; married woman | 
Such a man causes trouble in a city, And from the slanderous tongue of a 
9 Therefore his destruction comes strange woman. 
suddenly, EN 30 Do not let the desire of beauty 
A deep and incurable wound, conquer you; 
» For he rejoices 1n everything the Lord Neither be caught by her eyes, 
hates, Nor captivated by her eyelids; 
And he shall be broken because of his | 3! For the value of a prostitute is only 
soul's uncleanness: one loaf, 
2 A haughty eye, an unrighteous And such a woman hunts for the 
tongue, | precious souls of men. 
Hands that shed righteous blood, 32 Shall anyone bind fire to his bosom 
» A heart that devises evil thoughts, And his garments not burn?t 
And feet that hasten to do evil: 33 Or will anyone walk about on coals of 
3 Asa false witness he kindles injustice fire 
And causes quarrels between And not burn his feet? 
brethren. 34 Likewise is the one who goes in to a 
u My son, guard the laws of your father, married woman; : 
And do not depart from the rules of He shall not be guiltless, nor any who 
your mother: 7 : touch her, 
2 But fasten them to yoursoul | 35. Jt is not surprising if anyone who 
continually steals is caught, 
And wear them as a collar upon your For he steals that he may fill his 
neck. ) hungry soul; | 
36 But if,he is caught, he will repay 
æ Playing with Fire <= ~ sevenfold, ; 
2 When you walk about, bring along this And by giving all his goods, he shall 
commandment | deliver himself. 
And let it be with you;t 3 37 -But the adulterer through his lack of 
27 And as. you sleep, letit guard,you, discernment | 
That when you arise, it: may. speak to Obtains the destruction of his soul; 
you. 38 He bears both pain and dishonor, 


For a commandment of jaw is.a lamp 
and a light, 








And his disgrace will not be wiped 
away forever. 


6:17-25 A lawless spirit is a person who rejoices in everything the Lord hates (v. 20). His soul's incur- 
able as long as he continues on this path (v. 19). His vices or sinful passions are characterized by a 
haughty eye (arrogance), an unrighteous tongue, hands that shed innocent.blood, and feet that run to 
evil (vv. 21, 22)—a troublemaker in the community (w. 17, 18,23). | r 


But a child of Wisdom can avoid a lawless spirit by guarding the laws and commandments of Wis- 
dom, and by fastening them to his soul like a collar around the neck (vv. 24, 25). This collar is the 
golden chain (1:10) of the general virtues, associated with the crown of discernment. This crown and 
chain are the virtues of discernment (and its synonyms), righteousness, courage, and self-control, which 
together beget all the other virtues of Wisdom. | | 
6:26-40 Unlawful sexual intercourse is sex outside the bonds,of marriage, And when a man walks —_ 
about (v. 26) and is tempted, the commandments of Wisdom fastened to his soul will keep him from 
this vice or sinful passion. These commandments will also guard him while he sleeps (vv. 27-29). But a 
man who lets down his guard and succumbs to this passion will ultimately destroy himself (vv. 30-40). 
6:32, 33 “Desire isa fire, and the flesh is like a garment. The latter is an easy prey, and the former is a 
tyrant. And when-anything harmful is not only taken within, but also held fast, it will not go forth: 
again until it has made an exit for itself, Figuratively speaking, he keeps a fire in his breast who permits 
an impure thought to dwell in his heart. And he walks upon coals who, by sinning in act, destroys his 


own soul” (Hippol). ITI i 
> (= 3 


6:24-40 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the second week of Great Lent. 
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33 For the anger of her husband is full of E men N 


jealousy; throb. 
He will not spare in the day of 1! She is excited and debauched, 
judgment: And her feet do not rest at home — 
40 He will not take any ransom in 12 For at times she is outside roaming 
exchange for his hatred, about, ; 
Nor will he be reconciled by many And another time she is in the stres 
gifts. near every corner laying a trap 
13 Then laying hold of him, she kisses 
=a A Son with Discernment = him, SSes 
7 My son, guard my words, And with a shameless face she gay. 
And hide my commandments within _ him, to 
yourself;t 14 “I have a peace offering; 
2 My son, honor the Lord, and you shall Today I pay my vows; t 
be strong, 15 For this reason I came out to meet. 
And fear none other but Him. you; 
3 Guard my commandments Longing for your face, I found yoy, 


i6 | spread my bed with sheets | 
And covered it with tapestry from 
Egypt. 
17 | sprinkled my bed with saffron 
And my house with cinnamon: 
18 Come, and let us enjoy love until 
morning; ETE : 
Come, and let us embrace in love; 
19 For my husband is not at home, ` 
But is gone on a long journey 


And you will live, and my words as the | 
pupils of your eyes; 
4 -And put them around your fingers, 
And write them upon the breadth of 
your heart. 
5 Say that wisdom is your sister, 
And gain discernment as a friend for 
yourself, 
6 So they may keep you from a strange 
and evil woman, 

















If she comes at you with flattering |20 Taking a bag of money in his hand; 
words. He will return to his house after many 
i tt) days.” + eae 
a ee Ore ears 21 So she leads him astray with much 
/ | For she'looks from a window of her conversation, Bae 
house into the streets And with snares from her lips she 
Upon whom she might see among the compels him. X Aaa 
undiscerning children, 22 And being cajoled, he follows her — 
8 A young man lacking discernment As an ox is led for slaughter 
Passing by near the corner on the 233 And as a dog to bonds, 


pathways of her house; Or as a deer struck with an arrow it” 


9 And she speaks in the darkness at | the liver; Aw 
evening, 24 And he hastens even as a bird intoa 
When there is silence on a dark night; » snare, TEIN 
10 And the woman meets him, having the Not knowing he runs for his life. 


appearance of a prostitute; 25, Now therefore, my son, hear me, 





7:1-27 This chapter contrasts two sons: one with the crown of discernment (w. 1-6), and the other | 
without it (vv. 7-24). A summary regarding both concludes this chapter (vv. 25-27). a | 
7:1-6 Christ, the Wisdom of the Father, begets discernment, the crown of the virtues, in His children. 
This passage explains how a son of Wisdom may gain the crown of discernment as a friend (v. 5). that 
Wisdom’s commandments may keep him from unlawful sexual intercourse. Thus, he makes discerner 
his friend when he guards His commandments (wv. 1, 3), hides them in himself (v. 1), honors them \ | 
and fears them (v. 2). This means a son should value Wisdom's commandments as he would the pup” 
of his eyes (v. 3) and the fingers on his hands (v. 4). He writes these commands across his spiritual heat 
(v. 4) and confesses that they are like a sister to him (v. 5). For just as a brother treats his sister wit 
rity, the commandments of Wisdom will keep His son from an adulteress (v. 6). me | 
7:7-24 An adulteress easily captures the son without the crown of discernment (v. 10) and leads him a 
destruction. He is likened to an ox led for slaughter (v. 22), a dog tied up (v. 23), a deer pierced W ! 
arrow (v. 23), or a bird that is trapped (v. 24). l 


| 


i 





SS PROVERBS 8:14 
~ And hold fast to the words of my wig | 


oe But false lips are an abomination 
mouth; before me.t 
» Do not let your heart turn aside to her | 8 All the words of my mouth are with 
ways, ia righteousness; 
for she wounded and cast down many, There is nothing in them crooked or 
And those whom she slew are twisted, 
innumerable; — ° All things are evident to those who 
n Her house is the road to Hades, understand 
Leading down to the chambers of And true to those who find 


death. knowledge.t 


Lay hold of instruction and not silver, 


. Divine Wisdom for SP 
©. Divine om tor Mankind And knowledge rather than tested 


You shall proclaim wisdom 


) i gold, 
D That discernment may obey you;t® And choose perception rather than 
) For she is on the lofty summit pure gold.t 
And stands in the midst of the paths.t | 11 -For wisdom is better than precious 
3 For she sits beside the gates of princes stones, 
And sings at the entrances, And every costly thing is not worthy 
4 “You, O men, I exhort, of her. 


And I utter my voice to the sons of 12 I, wisdom, dwell with counsel. 


men;t | And I call upon knowledge and 
5 Understand astuteness, O simple | understanding. 
ones, — 13 The fear of the Lord hates 
And put it in your heart, unrighteousness, 


O uninstructed ones. 
ô Obey me, for I speak sacred things, 
And from my lips I will bring forth 
things that are true. 


And both rudeness and arrogance, and 
the ways of wicked men; 
And Í hate the perverted ways of evil 





men, 
1 For my mouth shall speak the truth. ‘4 Counsel and safety are mine; 
= Se 





125-27 The summation regarding the two sons is as follows. The wise son wearing the crown of dis- 
cernment holds fast to Wisdoii’s teachings (v. 25), and thus prevents his heart from turning aside to the 
ways of the adulteress (v. 26). But these without discernment are walking on the road to Hades and the 


chambers of death, and they are innumerable (wv. 26, 27). | 


“You have seen her mischief. Do not wait to admit the rising of lust; for her death is everlasting. And 
tor the rest, by her words and arguments, she wounds, and by her sins she kills those who yield to her. 
for many are the forms of wickedness that lead the foolish down to Hades” (Hippol). | 
8:1-36 This chapter has been called, “The Divine Wisdom Manifest in Creation Offers Himself to 
Mankind.” It may be outlined as follows: Introduction (8:1); Wisdom’s relationship to mankind (8:2-21); 
Wisdom’s relationship to the Father (8:22-30); and Conclusion (8:31-35). | 
8:1 Wisdom is Christ Himself, and we are to proclaim Him to mankind. Discernment is the crown of the 
virtues, and it obeys the one who possesses it. This means the individual person is superior to the dis- 
cernment he possesses, and he uses it in the proclamation of Christ. | 
8:2, 3 Wisdom is omnipresent and fills all things. | Cine 
8:4-6 Wisdom speaks to every human being (O men and the sons of men, v. 4). Before they know: Him, 

€y are simple and uninstructed (v. 5). If they obey. Wisdom out of love for Him, He will give them as- 
uteness (w, 5, 6). Astuteness is the crown of the virtues (14:25). | 

‘I, 8 Wisdom is the truth of the Father and only speaks the truth (vy, 6b, 7). Since He is the truth, He 
“nly speaks what is righteous; there is nothing unrighteous in His words. His righteousness is one of the 
neral virtues that begets all the other virtues. In Jn 14:6, He said, “| am the truth," 

'3 All things are the “sacred things” of v. 6. These things are evident to those who have the crown of 
“derstanding through knowing Wisdom and obeying Him; | 
rion Silver, gold, and precious stones are not worthy to compare with the value of pursuing Wis- - 

Nand His virtues. These virtues are'such things as counsel, knowledge, understanding, discernment, 
love j2teousness. They are likened to fruits (v. 19) that are produced by Wisdom within those who 


im (v, 17), 
: (I ]~ 
‘1-24 This Passage is read at Monday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 
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Discernment is mine, and str 





ength is The Lord created me in the begin a 
mine; | of His ways for His wo ks: nning 
9 By me, kings reign, He established me in the beginnin. 
And princes write of righteousness: before time,t el 
6 By me, noblemen become great, Before He made the earth, and ber 
And by me, monarchs have power in He made the abysses, Org 
the land, : Before the going forth of the ta.. 
17 = I love those who love me, of waters,t wi founta | 
And those who seek me shall find Before the mountains were 
| me. created; 4] 

'S Riches and glory belong to me, And He begot me before all hills 
And abundant, possessions, and The Lord made the fields and the 
righteousness; blo uninhabited places =m 

9 Itis better to enjoy my fruits than And the inhabited heights under 
gold and precious stones, heaven t ay 
And my fruits are better than choice When He prepared heaven, I was 
s silver. n E present with Him, ` 
I walk in the ways of righteousness, And when He set apart His thron 
And I am conversant with the paths upon the winds. | Uh) 
of judgment; ai ye i 
^l That Imay distribute substance to ee a ERA SE A oni ai things 
those who love me, | aver BERTA: 
And may fill their treasuries with Ana Sede sure the foum 
SEULI And made strong the foundations of 
œ Divine Wisdom and the Father a~ the earth, | 
22 


“If I declare to you the things that 
happen daily, | 
I will also remember to recount the 
things of old.t@ | 


C 


I was working beside Himt 
I was He in whom He rejoiced; 
Daily and continually I was gladdened 
by His face. a 
ee ne Sees ST 
8:22 Wisdom knows all thirigs. A oh he 
8:23 The Lord is the Father, and created in this statement means the Father established Wisdom over 
His works; for the Father made ali things through Wisdom (AthanG). “Created” as used here does not 
mean the Father made Wisdom Himself, for the next clause shows the Father established Wisdom over 
His works in the beginning before time: Therefore, “created” is used in this verse as a synonym of es 
tablished, for Wisdom, who is the Word and Son of the Father is nota creature. He is “begotten from 
the Father before all time” (Creed; see also v. 25) | 719 ae 
The beginning of His ways means two things. It means the Father made all things through Wisdom, 
and it also refers to the Incarnation, when the Wisdom and Word of the Father became flesh (see also 
Jn 1:14). The phrase for His works refers both to the works of creation and to those accomplished by _ 
Christ for'our salvation, which are outlined in the Creed: ”In the beginning before time” is the same & 
“In the beginning was the Word” in Jn 1:1. For the Father “established” Wisdom “before time.” There 
fore Christ, the Wisdom and Power of God, is not creature (1Co 1:24). ~ i | 
8:24, 25 The word before occurs five times in these verses, and it emphasizes that Wisdom Himself ex 
ists Outside creation. The words begot me show the relation of Wisdom to the Father. Wisdom is the | 
Son of the Father, begotten from Him before and outside all time and ages (see also Creed). ee | 
8:26-28 Wisdom, the Son of the Father, was present (v. 27) with the Father when He made the world: 


therefore, the Son exists with the Father outside creation. The Father is not a creature; therefore, ner 
ther is His Son. | H nl | | 


8:29, 30 The Son also created the world, for He was working beside the Father. The Father is the cre | 
ator, and the Son is the Creator. How so? Because the working is one working. They are two distint 
Persons, but the work of creation is one work. Although He is not mentioned here by name, the gf 
Spirit was also present and working, for He, too, is the Creator (see Gn 1:2). Three distinct Persons e 
ated the world with one working, This one working is emphasized in the statement: “The a with 
the world through the Son in the Spirit.” Therefore the Holy Trinity, our one God, made the worl | 
one working, and They rejoice in one another (v. 30). l 


=[]= 
we. 
8:22-30 This passage is read on March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos.: 











When He completed the world, He 
rejoiced, 

And He rejoiced in the sons of men.t 

Now therefore, my son, hear me: 

Blessed is the man who shall hearken 










3 She sent her servants, 
Inviting people to the bow! with a lofty 
proclamation, saying,t 
4 “He who is without discernment, 


to me Let him turn aside to me”; 
And the man who shall guard my And to those in need of discernment, 
ways;ta) | she says,t 


» “Come, eat my bread | 
And drink the wine I mixed for you;t 
6- Forsake lack of discernment, and you 
shall live; 
Seek discernment so you may live, 
And keep straight your understanding 
with knowledge.” | 


~ Wisdom: Let Us Attend! >- 


7 He who chastises evil men shall 
c receive dishonor to himself, 
And he who reproves the ungodly man 


33 Who watches daily at my doors, 
Who Keeps watch at the doors of my 
entryways; 
34 For my issues are the issues of life, 
And grace is prepared from the Lord.t 
35 But those who sin against me act 
ungodly toward their own souls, 
And those who hate me love death.”t 


ma Wisdom’s Invitation «= 
Wisdom built her house, 
And she supported it with seven 





pillars.t® | shall be blamed himself.t 
2 She offered her sacrifices: $ Do not reprove evil men, so they may 
She mixed her wine ina bowl ` » not hate you: 





8:31 When the Father completed creation, He rejoiced in it. He also rejoices in the sons of men. Those 
who respond to the Father's joy, in turn, rejoice in Him. . | 
8:32, 33 The conclusion to 8:1-31 is this: Heed the Wisdom of the Father, and the man who. does so is 
blessed. Such a man wiil keep his eyes on Him at all times. 4 
8:34 The true issues of life center in Christ, the Wisdom of the Father. Those who center their life in 
these issues will experience the grace of the Father, the Lord. rt l 
8:35 People who sin against Wisdom act contrary to their own God-given nature (souls). For human 
nature Is good in itself, but those who behave contrary to their nature act ungodly toward their own 
souls. Those who do so iove death. 
3:1-25 This chapter may be outlined as follows: Introduction (v. 1); Wisdom’s invitation to mankind 
(w. 2-6); Wisdom’s discernment in those who accept His invitation (vv. 7-24); and conclusion (v. 25). 
9:1 Wisdom is Christ, and He built His house. This house is first the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, for 
He was conceived in her womb. Secondly, His house is the Church (Heb 3:1-6). This house is built on 
Christ, on the Mother of God, and on the apostles and prophets. Christ Himself is the Chief Cornerstone 
(Eph 2:19-22). : = 
The seven pillars of the Church is the Holy Spirit, who is called “the seven Spirits of God” (Rev 3:1). 

These seven spirits are the graces of the Holy Spirit that rested on Christ, summarized in Is 11:2, 3: wis- 
dom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, godliness, and the fear of God. These are the “seven 
pillars” by which the Church is supported through Christ. 7 | 
9:2 Christ shed His precious blood (sacrifices) and offers it in the wine of the Eucharist at the Holy Altar 
table). ÑE = 
9:3 Christ sends His servants to invite people to Christ and His Eucharist. 
3:4 Christ, the Wisdom of the Father, gives those who turn aside to Him the crown of the virtues, which 
IS discernment. 
3:5, 6 Wisdom invites mankind to eat my bread, which is His body, and drink the wine, which is His 

lood in the Holy Eucharist. Those who accept His invitation and forsake their vices or sinful passions 
(lack of discernment) will find life in His Eucharist (see.also Jn 6). Those who seek Wisdom’s discernment 
the crown of the virtues) will keep straight their understanding with knowledge. 
9:7-24 Wisdom’s discernment, seen in the counsel of saints (v. 10), manifests itself in holy behavior, 
seen in a wise and righteous man (w. 8,9)... fy aka 4 | 
8:32-35 This passage is read at Tuesday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent. 

3:1-11 This passage is read at the feasts of the Mother of God, for the consecration of a church, and at 


€ Feast of Mid-Pentecost. 
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PROVERBS 9:9 


Reprove a wise man, and he will love 
you. 

9 Give the opportunity to a wise man, 
and he will be wiser; 

Instruct a righteous man, and he shall 
continue to receive it. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom, 

And the counsel of saints is 
understanding; | | 

For to know the law is characteristic of | 
a good mind. 

For in this manner you will live a long 
time, : 

And the years of your life shall be 
increased. 

My son, if you become wise in 
yourself, | 

you shall also be wise toward your 
neighbor; | 

But if you prove to be evil, you alone 
will go through troubles.“ 

He who supports himself with lies will 
shepherd winds 

And chase flying birds; 

For he abandoned the ways of his own 
vineyard 

And strayed from paths of his own 
farming: 

And he will pass through a waterless 
desert, 

A land assigned to drought, 

And he gathers barrenness with his 
hands. | | 

A woman in need of a morsel is 
without discernment and 
overbold; | 

She has no sense of shame. 

She sits upon the doors of her own 
house, 

Upon a seat openly in the streets, 

Calling to those who pass by 

And who go straight along their paths, 





18 


9:25 Holy behavior is conducive to long life. 


10:1 A wise son knows Wisdom and His virtues, But a son wit 


vice. 

10:2 Lawless rich men do not benefit from thei 

But righteousness, one of the general virtues o 

10:3 Wisdom, who is the Lord, will not let the s 

with the fruits of righteousness. But He overthr 

eat the fruits of their own vices, 

10:4 The Lord allows a man’s vices to humble hi 

one of the general virtues begotten by Wisdom 
ASS eae 


9:12-18 This passage is read during Wednesday Vesp 


10:1-22 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the third week of Great Lent 





| 
| 
| 


22 
23 





r Wealth, for their vices lead them to death 
f Wisdom, delivers one from such an end. 

soul of the righteous man starve, for He will 
ows the life of the ungodly, because He allow 








“He who is very lacking in 
discernment, let him turn aside t | 
me; 

And he who is in need of discernmen | 
I exhort, Saying, | 

‘Grasp with pleasure the secret bread 

And the sweet water of theft.” 

But he does not know that the 
inhabitants of the earth perish 
beside her, 

And he happens upon a Snare of 
Hades. 

But hurry off, do not continue in that 
place, 

Neither set your eye toward her; | 

For so you Shall pass through strange — 
water 

And cross beyond a strange river; 


And keep away from strange water, 
Anad-do-not drink from a strange 
25 That you may live a long time 
And add years of life to yourself 
A wise son makes his father glad, | 
But a son without discernment s4 
Treasures do not benefit lawless 
men, 
: death.t | 
3 The Lord will not let the soul of the 
But He overthrows the life of the 
ungodly.t 


] 


fountain; 
= The Wisdom of Solomon 7 
0 
grief to his mother.t® 
But righteousness delivers from 
righteous man starve, 


Poverty humbles a man, 
But the hands of courageous me? 
enrich others.t 


A son who is instructed will be wise: 
And he will use a man without 
discernment as a servant. 
€ A son with understanding is ke? 


t salè 
from the heat, : 





hout discernment is a grief, for he! 
and Hade 


enrich | ye | 


i 
5 soul. Perhaps he will turn from them. But coura’ | 
: Courageous people enrich others in virtue- 


= 


ers in the third week of Great Lent: 
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qa lawless son is blasted by the 
wind at harvest time.t 

The blessing of the Lord is upon the 
head of a righteous man, 

But untimely grief will cover the 

mouth of the ungodly. 


The remembrance of the righteous is | 19 
with eulogies, 
But the name of an ungodly man is 
extinguished. 20 
The wise man in heart will receive the 
commandments, | 
But the man unguarded in speech will 
be overthrown in his 21 
perverseness.t 
He who walks in sincerity walks 
confidently, 
But he who perverts his ways will be 22 
known. | 
He who winks his eyes deceitfully | 
gathers grief for men. | 
But he who reproves bolaly is a | 23 
peacemaker. 
A fountain of life is in the hand of a 
righteous man, 
But the mouth of an ungodly man will | 24 
hide destruction. | 
Hatred stirs up strife, 
But love covers all who are not lovers 
of strife.t 25 
He who brings forth wisdom from his 
IDS 
Beats a heartless man with a rod. 5 


€ wise will hide perception, 
But the mouth of a rash man 
approaches destruction.t 
Ne acquisition of riches is a fortified 
city, 27 
But Doverty is the destruction of the 
ungodly. 


“his vices (lawless), 


‘§ 


um in his perverseness, 


'S Of strife. 
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But the fruits of the ungodly produce 


Sins. 

n On guards righteous ways of 

ife, 

But instruction incapable of criticism 
goes astray. 

Righteous lips cover hatred, 

But those who bring forth abuse are 
very lacking in discernment. 

You will not escape sin by a multitude 
of words, 

But you of discreet lips will be 
forbearing.t 

The tongue of a righteous man is 
silver tried in the fire, 

But the heart of an ungodly man shall 
fail. | 

The lips of righteous men understand 
lofty things, 

But men without discernment die in 
wani. 

The blessing of the Lord is upon the 
head of a righteous man; 

it enriches him, and grief of heart will 
not be added to it. 

A man without discernment does evil 
things with laughter, - 

But wisdom gives birth to discernment 
in a man.t 

The ungodly man is carried about in 
destruction, | 

But the desire of the righteous man is 
acceptable. i 

The ungodly man is destroyed by the 
passing storm, th. 

But the righteous man turns aside and 
shall be saved forever. 

As an unripe grape is harmful to the 
teeth and smoke to the eyes, _ 

So is a lawless woman to the men who 
use her. 


| + 5 : 
06 Understanding is the crown of the virtues, and when the heat of temptations and trials comes at 
Wi on, he is kept safe. But a son without the fruits of the virtues (harvest time) is dried up by the 


mo "ise man is a virtuous man, and he is virtuous because he receives the commandments of Wis- 
¢If-control is one of the general virtues. A wise man is able to control his tongue through Wis- 
see also Jam 3). But an unwise man cannot control his tongue (unguarded in speech), which over- 


lov. general virtues of Wisdom produce love, but their absence causes men to become hateful 


Á “ception is one of the general virtues. With perception coupled with self-control, a man is able 


ry 


iscernment in a man. | | 


N Mouth under check. But the mouth of a rash man is unchecked, and therefore, approaches 


020 ; 
yiscreet lips reveal the presence of self-control and the general virtues, Forbearance is a fruit of 
es, i 


gs with laughter are the fruits of men without discernment. But Wisdom, who is Christ, 


PROVERBS 10:28 





The fear of the Lord increases days, 

But the years of the ungodly will be 
shortened. 

Gladness continues for the righteous, 

But the hope of the ungodly perishes.*t 

The fear of the Lord is the stronghold 
of a holy man, | 

But destruction is for those who work 
evil.t 

A righteous man will never fail, 

But the ungodly shall not inhabit the 
earth. : 

The mouth of a righteous man distills 
wisdom, 

But the tongue of an unrighteous man 
utterly destroys.4 

The lips of righteous men distill grace, 

But the mouth of the ungodly is 
perverse. 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


“A. The Fruits of Righteousness => 


Deceitful scales.are. an abomination 
before the Lord, | 
But a righteous weight is acceptable to 
Him. 
Wherever arrogance enters, there also 
is dishonor, 

But the mouth of the humble 
meditates on wisdom.t 
When a righteous.man. dies, he } 

regret, | 
But the destruction of.ihe ungodly is 
immediate and brings joy, 
Righteousness cuts straight ang 
blameless paths, 
But ungodliness embraces wrongdoing.t 
The righteousness of upr ight men 
delivers them, 
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But lawless men are taken to th elt ` 
destruction. 
When a righteous man dies, his he | 
does not perish, De 
But the boast of the ungodly: Derishes; 
A righteous man escapes from g d 
But the ungodly man is handeg Net 
his place. eri 

There is a snare for citizens inthe | 
mouth of the ungodly, 

But the perception of the righteous i 
prosperous.t 

A city stays upright in the good thin 

of the righteous, a 
But it is razed to the ground by the 

mouths of the ungodly. 

A man in need of discernment treats : 
citizens with contempt, 

But a man of discernment keeps 
quiet.t | 

A double-tongued man reveals 
deliberations heard in council, 

But a man faithful in spirit conceals 
matters. 

| Those for whom there is no Teaderstip 

| fall like leaves, 

But there is salvation in much counsel 
| 13 4 wicked man does evil whenever he 
| meets a righteous man, _ 
| And he hates the sound of stability, 
| 1¢ A thankful woman raises up glory to 
| 
| 


=] 


| 12 


- her husband, |. | 
But a throne of dishonor is a woman 
who hates righteousness. 
Lazy men are in need of weal 
But courageous men support.: 
themselves with wealth.t 


15 


10:29 A virtuous man lives in-the gladness of hope, but the hope of a man of vice ‘parishes a 
10:30 A holy man is one who knows Wisdom and His virtues. To such a man, the fear of the Lord sé 


stronghold. 


11:2 Humble people meditate on Wisdom and His teachings concerning virtue. But arrogant pele | 
no attention to Wisdom, and this leads them to dishonor before Him. 


11:4 Righteousness, one of the general virtues, cuts a straight path through this fallen Neneh Those 


who travel this path are blameless, but ungodliness is characterized by a crooked path. - 


11:6 A righteous life produces hope in a man, for his: hope is in the world to come. But the ungody 


boast only in this life, which is perishing. 


11:8 The ungodly do not exercise self-control over their mouth, for ney know neti of the 
virtues of Wisdom. But those who know and love Wisdom partake of His general virtues, toe of 


A | 


iv 


are perception and righteousness. Such people benefit others. 


11:10 A man with discernment, the crown of the virtues, has his mouth under control, fos ‘he knows 


how to be quiet. Self-control is a “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal 5:19-23). But the mouthofa man in 
discernment is out of control and treats others with contempt. 


ma 


11:15 Lazy people do not pursue Wisdom and His spiritual riches. But courage is one of the gene 
virtues, and courageous people support themselves with these virtues. 





10:32—11:10 This passage is read at Friday Vespers in the third “et of Great Lent. nag P 
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~ 4 merciful man does good to his soul, 


But an unmerciful man utterly 
destroys his body, 


839 





= PROVERBS 12:4 


But he who seeks evil, it will capture 
im, 





| An'ungo di y man does unrighteous e ea trusts in riches, this man will 
works, But hi AAD g ; 
aut the se e q of th e righ enuk ies E EA the righteous, this 
reward ot trut 3 ti | 28 He who does not deal graciously with 
« A righteous son Is begotten unto life, his own house will inherit the 
But the nE iea of an ungodly man wind 
is unto death. | Andia a ; bendy 
À ia nan without discernment will 
| $ perverse Ways are an abomination to be servant to one with 
nphiorere blameless intheir | CATR 
| But al : vrameress in theit 29 A tree of life springs up from the fruit 
| ways are acceptable to Him. of righteousness 
| » He TU EEEN the But the souls of the lawless will be 
unrignt Nov go taken away before their time.t 
unpunished, 30 


But he who sows righteousness will 
receive a faithful reward. 

Like a ring in the nose of a wild swine. 

So is beauty to an evil-minded woman. 

Every desire of the righteous is good, 

But the hope of the ungodly is 
destruction.t | 

There are those who sow their own 
things and produce more things, 

And there are those who gather but 
have less. 


l 


If the righteous man is scarcely 
Saved, | 

Then where shall an ungodly man and 
a sinner appear?t 


- The Riches of Righteousness -7> 
He who loves: instruction loves 
perception, 
But he who hates correction is without 
discernment.t 
He who finds grace from the Lord 
becomes better, 





But a lawless man will be passed over 
in silence.t 
|3 A man will not prosper by 


4 Every sincere soul is blessed, 
But an angry man is not graceful.t 
4 May the one who hoards eřain ieave it 
to the nations, 
But may blessing be upon the head of 


| 
lawlessness, 
| the one who shares it. | 


But the roots of righteous men will not 
be pulled out. 
A courageous wife is a crown to her 


“ He who plans good things seeks good |4 
husband, 


grace, 
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11:17 Righteousness is one of the general virtues of Wisdom. These virtues beget all the other virtues, 
called seed. Wisdom endowed human nature with this seed, which grows, develops, and bears good 
fruit in those: who obey Him. | : 

11:22 Both good and evil desires are motivated by hope for fulfillment. The righteous hope for fulfill- ~ 
ment in the kingdom of God; therefore, every desire is energized by this hope. But the desire of the 
aed is energized by hoping in this fallen world. Since this world is perishing, its hopes perish 

with it. 





11:24 Every sincere soul is blessed because sincerity is a fruit of self-control, one of the general virtues ` 
of Wisdom. But an angry soul is out of control, and therefore is not graceful. | . 
11:29 “The fruit of righteousness and the tree of life is Christ. He alone, as man, fulfilled all righteous- 
i ... But the souls of the unrighteous meet an untimely expulsion from the presence of God” 

ippol) ek ate 
11:30 The apostle Peter quotes this verse in 1Pt 4:18. The righteous man suffers according to the will of 
sod, but this verse encourages him constantly to commit his soul to God and His faithfulness. For the 
Persecutor will receive his recompense in due time. 
h Wisdom’s instruction incorporates several aspe 
_ WN of the virtues, and a perceptive man loves to 
“frection, 
1): 
| a No one can live a virtuous V 
| a 9thing” (in 15:5). Thus he who find 


 Tuits of virtue, But His grace passes 


cts, one of which is correction. Perception is the 
be corrected. But a man without discernment hates 


life without the grace of God. As Wisdom said, “Without Me you can 
s the Lord's grace and lives by it becomes better, that is, bears 


by the lawless man in silence. 





evildoing wife destroys her 


husband.t strongholds.t 
The thoughts of the righteous are By the sin of his lips a sinner fa) 
judgments, snares, se Int, 
But the ungodly devise deceits.t But a righteous man escapes fr 
* The words of the ungodly are them. om 
deceitful, ' He whose looks are gentle will sh 
But the mouth of the upright shall mercy, Wee. 
; deliver them. But he who contends in the gates wy 
' Tf he does not turn, an ungodly man is afflict souls,t Wil 
destroyed, |S By the fruits of his mouth, the soy of 
But the houses of the righteous man will be filled with good thi k 
remain. And the recompense of his lips will ) 
8 The mouth of a man of understanding given to him. | 
is praised by a man, '’ The ways of undiscerning men are 
But the slothful of heart are treated right in their own eyes, 
with contempt.t@ But a wise man hearkens to counsels — 
9 It is better for a man in dishonor to 18 A man without discernment . 
serve himself eni immediately proclaims his wrath | 
Than for him to surround himself with But an astute man hides his own 
honor while in need of bread. dishonor.t yoy a 
10 A righteous man has compassion on t9 A righteous man declares his honesty 
the lives of his cattle, -~ openly, 
But the affections of the ungodly are But the witness of the unrighteous js 
without mercy.t | deceitful.t 
11 He who works his own land will be 20 There are those who wound witha 





satisfied with bread, 
But those who pursue vain things are 
in need of discernment. 


sword as they speak, — 
| But the tongues of the wise heal.t 
(21 Truthful lips establish a testimony, 


12 He who is gladdened by wines. in | But a hasty witness has an - 
passing his time | unrighteous tongue, ~- | 
Shall leave dishonor in his.own 2 There is deceit in the heart ofaman | 


strongholds. who devises evil things, 
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12:4 A courageous wife is one who possesses the general virtues; therefore, she is a crown to her hus- | 
band. But a wife without these virtues is like a worm in a tree, for her evildoing gradually destroys him 
12:5 Upright judgment is the crown of the virtues, and, together with righteousness, is one of the get 
eral virtues. But the judgments of the ungodly are deceitful. | 

12:8 Understanding is the crown of the virtues, and coupled with righteousness, courage, and self- 
control, it helps one to use his mouth in a praiseworthy, manner. But a slothful man does not know 
these virtues. His mouth is undisciplined; thus he brings contempt upon himself. bie 

12:10 Compassion is a fruit of righteousness. Thus in man's dominion over every living thing (Gn 1:28) 
he is to express this dominion in compassion. But the ungodly evidence no such affections, for they ) 
know nothing of mercy, even toward animals. ere | 
12:13 The desires of the ungodly are not rooted in the general virtues of Wisdom; therefore, their c& | 
sires pursue the sinful passions. But the roots of the godly are in the strongholds of these virtues. 
12:15 Gentleness is a fruit of the general virtues, and it manifests itself even in one’s eyes. But | 
contention is a fruit of vice, which causes others to suffer. | = 
12:18 Astuteness is the crown of the virtues (see also 14:25), and with it, together with Pe ce a a 
courage, and self-control, a man keeps his anger under control. But a man without this crown wa | 
discernment) and these other virtues proclaims his wrath through his mouth. | ives 
12:19 Honesty is a fruit of righteousness and the other general virtues. But an unrighteous man ! 
deceit. EF i l l k 
12:20 The tongues of the wise heal others, because they possess the general virtues of Wisdom. But 
the tongues of the unwise are like swords that wound as.they speak. 
=[0]= 
12:8-22 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. 
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PROVERBS 13:9 


n The Godly and the Ungodly 
| An astute son is obedient to his 
| father, 

But a disobedient son is for 
destruction.t 


ose who coun 
d.t 












pleasing to the righteous, 
But the ungodly will be filled with evil 


things. | mo, | 
a Lying lips are an abomination to the g PEt nom the fruits of 
Lord, li 5, 


But the souls of the lawless will 


But he who shows faithfulness is destroy themselves before their 


| 
slad.t 
» Nothing unrighteous will ever be 
| * 
acceptable to Him.” 
| 


: Ac? time.t 
» Aman of undet standing is a throne of | 3 He who guards his mouth keeps his 
perception, own soul | | 


But the heart of the undiscerning will But he who is hasty with his lips will 
meet with curses.t dismay himself.t 
Every idle man has desire, 


But the hands of the courageous are 


% The hand of the chosen shall prevail 
easily, 
But the deceitful shall be for captivity. 


diligent.t 
7 A fearful word troubles the heart of a |° A righteous man hates an unrighteous 
righteous man, word, 


But a good message makes him glad. 


| But an ungodly man is ashamed and 
% A righteous arbiter shall be his own 


will not have confidence. 


friend, — 6 Righteousness guards the simple, 
But the decisions of the ungodly are But sin makes the ungodly worthless. 


|’ There are those with nothing who 
make themselves rich, 

And there are those, though very rich, 
who humble themselves. 

The ransom of a man’s soulis his own 


8 Evil things shall pursue sinners. 
And the way of the ungodly will lead 
them astray. 
» A deceitful man will not gain his prey, 


| 
| 
unreasonable; 
But a pure man is a precious 


~ — wealth, 

possession. But the poor man does not withstand a 
i In the ways of rightecusness there is threat.t 

life, 


9 --Light-is with the righteous continually, 
But the light of the ungodly is 
extinguished. 


But the ways of remembering wrongs 
are unto death.t 
12:22 Peace is a fruit of the general virtues, for people who possess them are peacemakers. But a man 
with a deceitful heart knows nothing of this. : 
12:25 Understanding and perception are two aspects of the crown of the virtues. But undiscerning peo- 
ple bring curses on themselves. | 
12:31 The fruit of righteousness is life-giving to others, for a righteous man does not remember wrongs 
done to him. But the ways of remembering wrongs are death-giving to others, for these ways destroy 
Personal relationships. | 
13:1 Astuteness is the crown of the wise (see also 14:25). Obedience is a fruit of this wisdom, but dis- 
dience evidences a lack of such wisdom. Obedience is the right use of the will, according to God and 
“an nature. But disobedience is a use of the will contrary to God and nature. For human nature is 
300d in itself (Gn 1:31), and obedience to God is in harmony with it. 
13:2 Man’s soul is good by nature, and the fruits of righteousness manifest themselves naturally from 
* Soul. But lawlessness is willful and prevents these natural fruits from showing themselves. Unless 
“$ Man corrects himself, he will destroy his own good nature. 
he He who guards or disciplines his own mouth allows the natural virtues of the soul to manifest 
1a. selves. But lack of this discipline dismays the soul, because these virtues are frustrated. 
ine poourage is one of the general virtues of Wisdom. Courage keeps a man from being idle in his de- 
9r the natural virtues to show themselves, , 
the he wealth of the soul is the virtues with which Wisdom endows it. As these virtues manifest 
his me ves through Wisdom, they ransom the soul, But this poor man is one who by his vices prevents 
tues from showing themselves. Thus, he cannot withstand the threat of these vices. 
| > (1 ]~ = 
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12: f 
2:24 34 This passage is read during Wednesday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. 
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13:10 The deceptions of sin lead the soul astray in vice. But the righteous correct and discipline them- : 


PROVERBS 13:10 _ 
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Deceitful souls are led astray in sins, 

But the righteous have compassion 
and are merciful.t | 

An evil man does evil things with 
arrogance, 

But those who know themselves are 
wise.t 

Property hastily gained with 
lawlessness becomes diminished, 

But he who gathers for himself with 
godliness will be increased; 

A righteous man has compassion and 
lends. 

A man who begins to give aid heartily 
is better 

Than he who only promises and leads 
another to hope; 

A good desire is a tree of life. 

He who despises a matter will be 
despised by it, 

But he who fears the commandment, 
this man is in good health. 

To a deceitful son there shall:be 
nothing’ good, 

But for a wise servant, his deeds shall 
be prosperous, 

And his way shall be led aright.t 

The law of the wise is a fountain of 
life, 

But the man without understanding 
will die by a snare.? 





— 


8 


= 


23 


24 


Bo 
an 











i 
i 


The righteous shall live in wealth 


A good understanding gives grace ~ 

And to know the law is to be of a g 
mind, | Bog | 

But the ways of scorners are 
destructive.t 

Every astute man acts with 
knowledge, 

But the man without discernment 
spreads out his own evil,t 

A rash king falls into evil things, 

But a faithful messenger rescues him, 

Instruction removes poverty and 
dishonor, 

And he who gives heed to rebukes wi 
be glorified.t p 

The desires of the godly gladden the 
soul, | 

But the works of the ungodly are far 
from knowledge. 

He who walks with the wise shall be 
wise, | | 

But he who walks with those without 
discernment will be known. ® 

Evil things shall pursue sinners, 

But good things will overtake th 
righteous.t (t Beg 

A good man will inherit sons of sons, 

But the wealth of the ungodly will be 

stored up for the righteous. 


many years, 





selves, and their souls manifest the natural fruits of righteousness, such as compassion and mercy. 
13:11 An evil man is not evi! by nature. For if he were, he could not correct and discipline himself. He 
does evil things by the wrong use of his free will, which is often energized by arrogance, one of the | 
worst of the vices. Those who know themselves know they are good by nature, and they will use this 


God-given wisdom to remove the deceptions of sin. 


13:15 A deceitful son is one who lives in the deceptions of sinful vice. The good in his nature cannot 
manifest itself in goodness (nothing good). But a soniis also a servant, and if he is wise, he will remove 
these deceptions and obey Wisdom, and live according to nature. In this way Wisdom will prosper his 
deeds. 
13:16 The law of the wise is to live in harmony with Wisdom and human nature. But a man without 
understanding will die in this condition through the snares and deceptions of vice, unless he corrects 
and disciplines himself. 
13:17 A good understanding is the crown of the’ virtues, and it manifests itself in gracious behavior 
toward others. Such understanding evidences a good mind and a knowledge of Wisdom’s law. But 
scorners of Wisdom behave in destructive ways toward others. ui, 
13:18 Astuteness is the crown of the wise (see also 14:25), and an astute man acts with knowledge: Bu! 
a man without this crown (without discernment) spreads his evil because he is deceived by sin. 
13:20 Instruction by Wisdom removes the poverty and dishonor of a man caused by the deceptions" 
his own sin. For by this instruction, a man learns to correct and discipline himself with regard tot es 
deceptions. And he who heeds Wisdom’s rebukes will be glorified by Him. 

13:23 A sinner is sinful not by nature, but by the wrong use of his will, Evil things will overtake this 


wrong use. But good things overtake the ri 
according to their good nature. 








ghteous, because they obey Wisdom, and with His help 
abe 


13:22—14:6 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. 
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, A righteous man eats and satisfies his 





soul, 
But the souls of the ungodly are in 
want. 


-« Righteousness at Home => 


Wise women build houses, __ 
* But those without discernment 
destroy them with their hands.t 
He who walks uprightly fears the 
Lord, 
But he who is crooked in his ways will 
be dishonored. wd 
From the mouth of a man without 
discernment comes a rod of 
arrogance, 
But the lips of wise men guard 
themselves.t 
Where there are no oxen, the stalls are | 









clean, | 13 
But where there are abundant crops, 
the strength of an ox is evident. l4 


A faithful witness does not lie, | 

But an unrighteous witness kindles 
lies. 

You will seek wisdom in tiie company `| 
of evil men, and you will not find it; | 

But perception is easily found with the 
discerning.t 
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. PROVERBS 14:16 


All things are contrary to a man 

without discernment, 

But the weapons of perception are 
wise lips.t 

The wisdom of astute men will know 
their ways, rip, 

But the folly of men without 
discernment is in their deceit.t 

The houses of the lawless are due for 
purification, op of] 

But the houses of the righteous are 
acceptable. | | 

If the heart of a man is controlled by 
feelings, his soul is sorrowful, 

But when he rejoices, it is not mingled 
with arrogance. 

The houses of the ungodly will be 
destroyed, P 

But the tents of the upright shall 
stand. te 

There is a road that seems to be right 
with men, | | eo 

But the ends of it reach into the depths 
of Hades.t | 

Sorrow does not mingle with gladness, 

But in the end, this joy turns to sorrow. 

A bold-hearted man will be filled with 
his own ways, à 

But a good man with all his thoughts.t 

A simple man believes in every word, 

But an astute man comes to 
repentance. to | 

A wise man fears and turns away from 

“evil, | fi 
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13:26 The rod is the gentle rod of rebuke, and the father who does not use it hates his own son. But ~ 

Ne who loves his son educates him carefully in his natural and God-given virtues. 

14:1 Wise women build up their families when they possess the general virtues of Wisdom: - 

discernment, righteousness, courage, and self-control. But those without discernment destroy them: 

14:3 A man without discernment is one who does not possess the general virtues of Wisdom. Sucha 

man is energized by arrogance; thus he beats people with the harsh rod of his mouth. But the lips of 

"se men are self-controlled, because they possess the general virtues of Wisdom. oiia 

fig Evil men are evil not by nature but by choice: They have chosen hot to know Wisdomand His in- 
Aton. Therefore, wisdom cannot be found among them. But perception and discernment are two 

“pects of the crown of the wise, for they choose to know Wisdom and His instruction, . 

47 Everything pertaining to Wisdom and His instruction is contrary to aiman without discernment. 
Perception, the crown of the virtues, is a good weapon on the lips of the wise. test i 

“i ep men are wise men who know their ways because they are not deceived by vice. But unwise 

tons € those without the crown of discernment who therefore live in the folly of their own decep- 


14: 

os opie deceived by the vices believe they are on the right road of life. But in truth their road 

My, e depths of Hades. (DURS 

a bold-hearted man in this case is bold in his vices (filled with his own ways). A good man is 

14. "IN Nature and in choice, and his thinking is sound. | 9° | | | 

lb te simple man is easily deceived (believes in every word), but an astute man has the discernment 
€ the deceptions of sin through repentance. . | Sri | H 

ê This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the fourth week of Great Lent. 
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But a man without discernment But a deceitful man kindles lies, | 
persuades himself to mingle with | 2’ In the fear of the Lord there isp 









a lawless man. strength, 
'7 A quick-tempered man acts with And to His children there remaing 
recklessness, support. hie oa 
But a man with discernment bears 46 The command of the Lord ig q 
many things.t fountain of life, 
t8 Men without discernment will share in For it causes one to turn from the 
evil, snare of death.t 
But the astute will take hold of ) The glory of a king is in a large 
perception.t nation, | 
t9 Evil men will slip and fall in the But the destruction of a ruler ig jn, 
presence of good men, : lack of people. 4 
And the ungodly shall serve at the 30 A longsuffering man is strong ip 
gate of the righteous. discernment, | 
40 Friends will hate poor friends, But the fainthearted man is strongly 
But the friends of the rich are many. without discernment.t 
21 He who dishonors the poor sins, 31 Aman with a gentle spirit is a healer 
But he who has mercy on the poor is of the heart, | 
very blessed. But a sensual heart is the moth of the 
22 Deceivers devise evil things, bones. | 
But good men devise mercy and truth.t | 32 He who oppresses the poor Drovokes 
233 Devisers of evil things do not his Maker, | | 
understand mercy and But he who honors Him has mercy 
faithfulness, upon a poor man. l | 
But mercies and faithfulness are with. |33 In his evil an ungodly man will be 
devisers of good things. rejected, PEY 
24 To everyone who is careful there is an But a righteous man has confidence in 
abundance, his own holiness. 


But he who is pleasure-taking and 
slothful shall be in want. 
49. The crown of the wise is astuteness, 
But the pastime of the undiscerning is 
evil.t 
26 A faithful witness wil! rescue a soul 
from evil men, 


| 34 . There is wisdom in the good heart ofa 
man, 3 
But wisdom is unknown in the heart di 
those without discernment.t 
3- Righteousness exalts a nation, 
But sins diminish tribes. 
36 A wise servant is acceptable to a king - 








14:17 A quick-tempered man behaves in a reckless manner because he is taken with anger. But a man 
with discernment, the crown of the virtues, is patient and thus can handle what comes his way. 
14:18 Men without discernment share in evil because they choose to do so. But astute men take hold | 
of perception, the crown of the wise, and thus choose the good. 
14:22 Deceivers are self-deceived by their vices, and thus devise evil things by choice. But good men 
are good both by nature and choice, and thus bring forth mercy and truth. li 
14:25 The crown of the wise is astuteness, one of the general virtues of Wisdom. In their astutenes 
by the grace of Wisdom, the wise choose goodness. But the undiscerning know neither Wisdom nor 
virtues; thus they spend their time choosing vices. l 
14:28 The Lord’s commandments are a fountain of life, because He is the life of those who obey HIM | 
Those who know this life are able to remove from themselves the deceptions of sin (the snare OF 
death). 
14:30 Longsuffering is a fruit of discernment and the general virtues, but cowards (the fainthearted) 
are devoid of these virtues. RER 
14:31 A gentle spirit is a fruit of the general virtues, and such a man heals his own heart. But a sensi 
heart is the moth of the bones, because this heart is overcome with the cares of the fallen world: put 
14:34 A good heart is good both by nature and choice. Such a man knows Wisdom and His virtue" 
He and His virtues are unknown in the heart of those without discernment. 
= — [|] = 
14:28—15:4 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 
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PROVERBS 15:19 





The sacrifices of the ungodly are an 
abomination to the Lord, 

But the prayers of the upright are 
acceptable with Him. 


~ And by his own versatility he removes 
dishonor. 
w Righteous Responses m, 





] i: SNe A MEN Ok The ways of the ungodly are an 
iscernment: l dly are 
t a humble answer turns abomination to the Lord, 

RY anger, S Sway But He loves those who pursue 


righteousness. 

The instruction of the simple is known 
by those who pass by, 

But those who hate reproofs will die 


And a grievous word stirs up wrath.t 

The tongue of the wise understands 
good things, 

But the mouth of those without 


BS 


discernment proclaims evil things. shamefully. / ae 
3 The eyes of the Lord are in every Hades and destruction are manifest 
place; _ before the Lord; 
They keep watch over both the evil How can the hearts of men not be 
and the good.t also? 


An uninstructed man will not love 
those who reprove him, 
And he will not keep company with 


4 The healing of the tongue is a tree of | 
life, 
And the one who guards it will be 


filled with the Spirit.t the wise.t 
5 Ason without discernment treats the When one’s heart is glad, his face is 
instruction of his father with cheerful, 


But when it is in grief, his face is sad. 
The upright heart seeks perception, 
But the mouth of the uninstructed will 

know evil things.t | | 
The eyes of evil men are waiting for 
But the ungodly shall utterly perish evil things all the time, 

from the earth. But good men are at rest continually. 
In the houses of the righteous there is | 17 Better is asmall portion with the fear 


contempt, 
But the one who guards his 
commandments is more astute. 
5 In abundant righteousness there is 
much strength. 





much strength, | of the Lord 
But the fruits of the ungodly shall | Than great treasures with lack of 
perish. fear. | . 
° The lips of the wise are bound by l8 | Better is a dinner of herbs with: 
perception, i friendship and grace 
But the hearts of those without | | Than a fatted calf with hostility. 
discernment are not safe.t& t9 An angry man stirs up contention. 


15:1 Even men of discernment lose their discernment if they respond in kind to the anger of others. 
For this response clouds their ability to understand a matter. But a humble answer manifests a calm 
spirit and allows truth to penetrate the situation. | 
15:3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, because He fills all things. He observes both the evil and 
the good. The evil are good by nature but evil by choice, and He sees these choices. The good are good 
y Nature and by choice, and He also sees this. 
15:4 The Spirit of Wisdom is the Holy Spirit. He is everywhere present and fills all things. Those who 
partake of His fullness use their tongues to heal others, and are a tree of life to them. | 
15:8 Perception is the crown of the wise, and it helps them to control the use of their lips. But the 
farts of those without discernment are not safe to others, because their mouths are out of control: 
15:13 An uninstructed man does not know Wisdom and His instruction; thus, he will not love those 
who reprove him. Nor will he keep company with wise people, because he chooses to live in the decep- 
tions of his Own sins. | | 
bids An upright heart is one that knows Wisdom and His virtues. Thus, he chooses to seek these: 
Tues, such as perception, one of the general virtues. But the uninstructed are those who live in the 
“ceptions of their own vices (know evil things). 


say EM -> [= 
15:8-21 This passage is read during Tuesday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 








PROVERBS 15:20 8406 


But a longsuffering man even nicalttis 
the rising quarrel. 
20 A longsuffering man will extinguish 
condemnations, 
But the ungodly man stirs up more. 
21 The ways of idle men are strewn with 
thorny plants, 
But the thorny plants of the 
courageous are worn smooth.t 
2 A wise son gladdens a father, 
But a son without discernment treats 
his mother with contempt.4 
233 The paths of one without 
understanding are in need of 













He who redeiven bribes utterly 
destroys himself, 
But he who hates the receiving of 
bribes saves himself. | 
30 Sins are cleansed by almsgiving an | 
faithfulness, fd) 
And by the fear of the Lord every, 
turns aside from evil.t One 
31 The hearts of the righteous care 4 abou 
faithfulness, 
But the mouth of the ungodly answer 
evil things. 
|32 The ways of righteous men are 
acceptable before the Lord, 


discernment, And through them even enemies | 
But a man with discer ameni walks become friends. 
uprightly. 33 God is far from the ungodly, 


24 Those not honoring councils defer But He hears the prayers of the | 





their deliberations, righteous.t 
But counsel remains in the hearts of 34 Better is a small yield with the 
those who resolve to do it. righteous 
25 The evil man will not obey counsel, Than abundant fruits with the 
Nor will he speak anything unrighteous. 
appropriate, even something for 35 Let the heart of a man. think righteous 
the common good.! things ) 
26 The thoughts of a wise man are his That he: may make his steps straight 
ways of life, : under God. 
That he might turn-aside and be saved |36 The eye that beholds ood things — 
from Hades. eladdens the heart, 
27- The Lord will destroy the houses of But a good report enriches the bones. 
the arrogant, : 37 He who rejects instruction hates 
But He will strengiben the boundary himself; i 
of a widow. But he who gives heed to reproofs 
2 The thinking of the unrighteous man loves his soul.t Jæ 
is an abomination to the Lord, 38 The fear of God is instruction and 
But the words of the holy are sacred. | wisdom, 





15:19 In itself, anger is a blameless passion, useful in turning one away from vice. But if this passion i$ 
out of control, it turns one to contention. Longsuffering, however, is a fruit of the genera viru 
uses anger to turn away from this vice. Longsuffering calms rising quarrels. | 
15:21 Idle men are cowards, because they have no'courage to deal with their problems (thorn plants ) 
But courage is one of the general virtues, and courageous men confront their thorny issues and d smoot 
them out. 
15:25 Evil menare good by nature but evil y choice. They refuse to obey counsel: petitise it contra 
dicts their choices. They especially refuse to obey any counsel for the common good of others. 
15:30 Almsgiving and faithfulness are fruits of the general virtues of Wisdom. These fruits cleanse the 
sins of love of money and unbelief. These fruits are also evidence of fear of the Lord, by which people 
turn aside from choosing vice (evil). | 
15:33 God is far from the ungodly, not in place but in will. The will of God and the will of the ug 
are far apart. But He hears the prayers of the righteous because their will and His will are in ha 
15:37 He who rejects Wisdom’s instruction refuses to correct the sins that deceive him. Such a man 
hates his good soul and the virtues Wisdom implanted within it. But he who gives heed to Wie de 
reproofs loves his soul, because he removes the deceptions: of sin that prevent his soul from gr 
the God-implanted virtues. | 

> (1 )~- 


15:22-25 This passage, coupled with 16:1-9, is read euring Wednesday Vespers i in the fifth vee at ; 
Great Lent. | 








f And the beginning of glory, 
respond to it.t | 





m. Humility, Discernment, 
and Righteousness m- 
All the works of the humble 
evident before the Lord, 
But the ungodly will be destroyed in 
the evil day.t2 
Every high-hearted man is unclean 
before the Lord, ~ | 
And he who joins hands with the 
unrighteous will not go 
unpunished. ` 
The beginning of a good way is to do 
righteous things, | 
And this is more acceptable to God 
than to offer sacrifices t ° ~ 
He who seeks the Lord will find 
knowledge with righteousness, 
And those who seek Him rightly will 
find peace.t uy 
All the works of the Lord are with 
righteousness, 
But the ungodly man is kept for an 
evil day. | 


are 


And his mouth does not err in 
judgment. 





There is an oracle on the lips of a king, 


(ie 


Th 


PROVERBS GAS 


e weight of a scale is righteousness 
before the Lord, | 
For His works are righteous 
standards.t ` 
He who does evil things is an 
abomination to a king, 
For the throne of a ruler is prepared 
with righteousness. yt 
Righteous lips are acceptable to a 
king, | 
And he loves upright words. 
The wrath of a king is a messenger of 
death, | 
But a wise man will appease him. 
The son of a king is in the light of life, 
And those acceptable to him are as a 
cloud of the latter rain. 
The abodes of wisdom are more to be 
chosen than gold, 
And the abodes of discernment are 
more to be chosen than silver.t 
The paths of life turn away from evil, 
And the ways of righteousness are 
length of life;4 | 
He who receives instruction 
good things, 7 | 
And he who heeds rebukes shall 
become wise;t | 





Shall be in 





15:38 A man who fears God receives Wisdom’s correction and instruction in the virtues: Sucha man 
begins and continues to.uncerstand the glory of God. ish 
16:1 Salvation begins and ends with humility UohnChr) Humility is a fruitof the general virtues of Wis- 
dom, and it manifests itself in works. The Lord sees these works and is pleased. But people-are ungodly 
because they lack humility; thus theirworks are unacceptable to the Lord. The evil day indicates the 


destructive road they are traveling in life, 


16:3 Righteousness. is one-of the general virtues .of- Wisdom. These-virtu 


es launch-one.on-the good road 


to travel throughout life; This road.is characterized by the good fruits of righteousness, one of which is: 
humility (the beginning of a good way). Sacrifices are acceptable, but'the virtues of Wisdom are more 


acceptable to God. 


16:4 The Lord is the Author of the virtues (knowledge,with righteousness). Man cannot have the Lord 
without the virtues, nor can he have the virtues without the Lord. Therefore, when.man seeks the Lord. 
and finds Him, he will also find the virtues of which He is the Author. Those who seek the Lord with this 


in mind (rightly) will also find the peace.He authors. 


16:7 Righteousness is one of the genera 


virtues Wisdom begets in those who know.and love Him. This 


virtue is the standard (weight of a scale) by which the Lord does His works. Thus, His righteousness is 
also the standard by which man does works acceptable to Him. or al = 
16:12 Man lives in one or the other of two abodes. These abodes are mutually exclusive. Thus man has 
a choice. He may choose Wisdom, who is Christ, or he may choose gold. He may love Christ, or he may 


ove money, but he cannot love and live in both abodes simultaneously, 


16:14 Wisdom’s instruction incorporates several aspects: teaching, correction, discipline, reproof, Pepe 
pa education, and training. Thus, he who receives this instruction shall be in good things, And He re- 
ukes those who love Him, for this is part of His instruction, These rebukes help us to remove the de- 


“eptions of sin, for these dece 
of Wisdom, 





16:1-9 Th 
Great Lent. 





ptions stand in,the way of one’s growth and development in the virtues 


is passage, coupled with 15:22-25, is read during Wednesday Vespers in the fifth week of- 


16:13—17:8 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 
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PROVERBS 16:15 





However, a perverse man carries œ 
destruction on his lips, | 
2 A man without discernment digs, 
evil things for himself Np 
And stores up fire on his own | 
*6 A perverse man spreads evil thing. 
And a torch of deceit kindles ey. 
separates friends. Sang 
27 A lawless man makes a trial of 
friends 
And leads them in ways not good 
28 A man sets his eyes to calculate — 





= keep his own soul, 
And he who loves his life shall use his 
mouth sparingly. 
'6 Arrogance goes before destruction 
And folly before a fall. 
17 A gentle mind with humility is better 
Than he who divides spoils with the 
arrogant.t 
i8 A man wise in his deeds is a 
discoverer of good things, 
But he who trusts in God is the most 





blessed. perverse things 
19 Men call the wise and understanding And determines every evil thing with 
worthless, his lips; | 


But those pleasing in speech will 
increase in understanding. 
20 Understanding is a fountain of life to 
those who possess it, 
But the instruction of those without 
discernment is evil.t 
21 The heart of a wise man shall 
understand the things from his 


This man is a furnace of wicke 
29 Old age is a crown of dignity, 
But it is found in the ways of 
righteousness.t 2 : 
3 A patient man is better than a Strong 
man, | 
And he who controls his temper js 
better than he who captures a 


dregs 








own mouth, city.t | 
And pe ee carry Knowledge upon 31 All evil things come into the bosoms 
is lips.t 


| of the unrighteous, | 
But all righteous things come from the 
Lord.t ps | 


22 Good words are a honeycomb, : 
And their sweetness is a healing of the 


soul. ae 
23 There are ways that seem right toa > æ Family and Friends = __ 
= man; ] F Better is a morsel with enjoymenti 
However, their ends Jook to the depths peace 
of Hades: Than a house full of many good thins 


24 Aman labors diligently for himself 


) and unrighteous sacrifices with 
And expels destruction from himself; 


quarreling.t 


= SS ee ee y es 2 a a 





16:17 Gentleness and humility are fruits of the general virtues of Wisdom. Wise people place more 
value on these fruits than on anything associated with the arrogant (spoils). For such spoils go befor | 
destruction (v. 16). 

16:20 Understanding is the crown of Wisdom’s virtues, and it is a fountain of life to those who posses 
it. But without discernment one is‘led away from this fountain of life to evil or false fountains of ir 
struction. } 

16:21 The spiritual heart of a wise man is the abode of understanding. It has the eyes to see and the 
ears to hear Wisdom and His instruction (see also Eph 1:18). Such a man carries knowledge upon his 
lips. | 

16:29 Certain people can grow old with great dignity. Who are these? Those who have followed the | 
general virtues of Wisdom, one of which is righteousness. 

16:30 Self-control is one of the general virtues, and these produce all the rest, two of which are — 
patience and control of the temper. These virtues are far superior to the military strength necessaY™ 
capture a city. | | 
16:31 The unrighteous are those who do not know and love Wisdom and His virtues. Thus they live 1 
vice (all evil things). But all the virtues (all righteous things) have their source in the Lord. “Nothing “ 
purer than virtue; nothing more unclean than vice: for the one is brighter than the sun, the other 
stinking than mire” (JohnChr). : 
17:1 A morsel is a small amount, and it indicates the need to avoid extremes (a house full of many _ 
good things). Possessions are good in themselves, but too much of a good thing can weigh one & 


These excesses lead to quarreling, which robs enjoyment in peace and even engenders unaccep! 
worship (unrighteous sacrifices). | 
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—— ee ieee PROVERBS 17:20 
» A servant with discernment shall rule 


a man without discernment, 








But 


over masters without 


though flogged, has no 


discernment, perception. 
And will divide portions among Every evil man stirs up controversy, 
brethren. But the Lord will send him a merciless 
3 As silver and gold are tested in a messenger, 
furnace, 


So are chosen hearts before the Lord t 


An evil man heeds the tongue of the 
lawless, 

But a righteous man pays no attention 
to false lips.t | 

He who laughs at the poor provokes 
the One who made him. 

And he who rejoices in destruction 
will not be unpunished: 

But he who has compassion will be 
shown mercy. 

The crown of old men is children of 


Care will befall a thoughtful man, 

But men without discernment devise 
evil things. 

He who repays evil for good, 

Evil will not be removed from his 
house.t 

The foundation of righteousness gives 
authority to words, 

But discord and quarreling precede 
poverty. | 

He who judges the unrighteous as 
righteous, and the righteous as 
unrighteous, | 


children, | He is unclean and abominable before 
And the boasting of children is their God.t 
fathers. 


The entire world of goods belongs to 
the faithful, 

But to the faithless, not even a penny. 

Faithful lips will not adapt toa man 
without discernment, 

Nor lying lips toa righteous man. 

Instruction awards benefits to those 


Why do goods belong to a man 
without discernment? 

For a heartless man is unable to gain 
wisdom. i 

He who makes his own house lofty 
seeks destruction, 

And the one who turns away from 
learning will fall into evils. 


using it, ’ || Let a friend be with you on every 
And wherever it turns, it prospers occasion, | 
them.t And let brethren be useful in 
‘0 He who hides wrongdoings seeks necessities, 
love, For they are begotten for this 
But he who hates to coverthem will reason,ta 


l1 


separate friends and close 
relatives. 

A threat breaks the heart of aman 
with discernment, 





Aman without discernment applauds 
and rejoices over himself, 

As also the one who gives himself as 
surety for his friend. 


17:3 The Lord chooses those He foreknows (see also Rom 8:29). He saw the chosen before He created 
tr em. He saw their spiritual hearts and the furnace of testing they would endure in their faith. For as 
silver and gold are refined and purified in a furnace, so are the hearts of the elect. gN ; 
17:4 An evil man is righteous by nature but evil by choice. For he heeds the tongue of the lawless. But . 
a righteous man is righteous by God,-nature, and choice. Thus he pays no attention to false lips, for he 
“Nooses to live according to God and nature. 


17:9 Wisdom’s 


t 


th 
th 


17:19 Try 
aa efr 


17. 
7:19—18:5 This passage 


raining. Thus, it awards benefi 
17:14 Vice (evil 
© choose to liy 
‘ure is good. Sy 


€Y judge unright 





instruction consists of teaching, correction, discipline, reproof, learning, education, and 
ts to those using it and prospers them. 
) cannot be removed from anyone or from his house as long as he repays evil for good. 
e contrary to God and nature is to repay evil for good, for He is good, and human na- 
ch an individual cannot be removed from his vices unless he comes to repentance. 
7:16 People who live contrary to God and nature conjure up false judgment. They become so deceived 

| eousness as righteousness, and righteousness as unrighteousness. Such judgment is 
“ Ultimate of uncleanness and of becoming abominable before God. T 
iends and brethren are begotten by Wisdom, who is Christ: One who has such true friends 
Prethren is rich indeed, for they help him on every occasion and in necessities. 

= ~~ 

is read during Friday Vespers in the fifth week of Great Lent. 
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21 He who loves sin rejoices dñ auarrals, 
And the hard-hearted man does not 
assemble with good men. | 
22 A changeable man will fall into evils 
with his tongue, 
And a heart without discernment is 








‘And anyone e who holds his | peace 


~ Words and Works rz. 


] Q A man seeks a pretext when he 
wishes to separate from hig 


friends, 
grief to the one possessing it." all be reproache | 
23 A father does not delight in an But AA REY d at A 


uninstructed son; 
But a son with discernment gladaens 
his mother. 
24 A cheerful heart makes a man 


2 A man lacking understanding h 
need of wisdom, 
For he is rather led by lack of 


healthy discernment. 
ho henaa af.a sorrowful man dry |° When anungodly man comes into th 
But re GRE SOLON af depth of evil things, he acts." 


25 The ways of a man who receives gilts contemptuously, 


unrighteously do not prosper, 
And the ungodly man shuns the ways 
of righteousness. 
26 The face of a wise man shows 
understanding, 
But the eyes of the man without 
discernment are upon the ends of 


him. 
4 A word in the heart ofa man is deep 
water, 
Anda river and a fountain of life 
spring up from it.t 





a5 nig 





seem to have discernment t a) | 


But dishonor and reproaci COME upon 


5 Jt isnot good to admire the person of | 


the earth. the ungodly, 
27 A son without discernment is wrath to | Nor is it holy to pervert righteousness : 
a father in judgment. 
And grief to her who bore him. 6 The lips of a man without discernment 
28 Itis not good to punish a righteous lead him into evil things, 
man, | And his rash mouth calls upon death. 
Nor is it holy to plot against 7ighteous |’ The mouth of a man without 
princes. discernment is destruction to 
29 He who refrains from uttering a harsh him, 
word is intelligent, And his lips are the snare of His soult 


8 Fear destroys slothful men, 


And a longsuffering man has 
And the souls of cowardly men shall 


discernment.t 


ee 


30: Wisdom shall be imputed to a man hunger.t 
without understanding who asks 9 He who does not heal himself be 


for wisdom, | works, 


17:22 A changeable man in this-case is-a heart without discernment, for he does not experience the 
stability of Wisdom's general virtues. Thus, he easily falls into evils with his tongue and into grief. - 
17:29 He who refrains from uttering a harsh word is intelligent; because this restraint shows he pos 
sesses the general virtues of Wisdom and thus has his tongue under control. He also has longsuffering. 
a fruit of discernment, one of the general virtues. 

17:30 A man without understanding who asks Wisdom for wisdom will receive it, for understanding § 5 
the crown of the wise. It enables one to hold his peace rather than lose his temper. And one who! 
his peace will seem to have discernment, the crown of the wise. - 


18:1 A pretext is an excuse a man rationalizes when he wishes to separate from his friends. After tis 


pretext is accomplished, and when his friends discover it, probably after the fact, they no longer 
him. But they reproach what he did at every opportunity. 

18:4 A word is Wisdom’s instruction in the virtues, and when it is in the Healt of a man, it is deep 
water. Wisdom’s virtues in a man are like a river and a fountain, for life springs up from them. ; 
18:7 A man’s mouth ruins him because he is without discernment and the general Virtues: Such @ | 
mouth snares his soul. His soul is good by nature, but the soul'of this man is haan ass of r mani 

its natural virtues, for his vices block them out, at 
18:8 Unnatural fear, such as the fear of death, destroys slothful men, because they are too lazy 10 
Wisdom and His virtues. These men are cowardly, although their souls nunger Their soun goni 
nature, are starving to be fed with Wisdom and His virtues, 1s 
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~ He is the brother of him who maltreats 


PROVERBS 19:6 


20 From the fruits of his mouth a man 








| as uated | fills his stomach, 
0 The fali AK 1e Lord is of great And from the fruits of his lips he will 


fill himself to the full. 
4! Life and death are in the hand of a 
| tongue, | 
And those who rule over it will eat the 
fruits thereof.t 
22 ‘He who finds a good wife finds 
benefits 
And receives cheerfulness from God. 
43 He who casts out a good wife casts out 
good things, | 
And he who keeps adulteresses is 
without discernment and is 
ungodly; 0207 | 


And when the righteous run to it. they 
are exalted.t 
u The substance of a rich man is a 
strong city, 
And its glory casts a great shadow, 
2 Before its destruction, the heart of a 
man exalts itself, 
And before its glory, it humbles itself. 
i3 He who replies to a word before he 
hears it t7 
Lacks discernment, and this is a 
reproach to him. : 
4 A servant with discernment calms the 
anger of a man, 


way, =. Mercy and Malice SP 
But who can support a discouraged 


man?t ] A man’s lack of discernment 
t5 A heart of discern j maltreats his ways, | 
on perception, anatase And in his heart he blames God.t 


2 Wealth adds many friends, 
But the poor man is even forsaken by 
an existing friend. ; 
3 A false witness shall not be 
unpunished, 3 
And he who accuses unrighteously 
Shall not escape. > jc 
4 Many men serve in the presence of 


And the ears of the wise seek 
understanding.t | 
16 The gift of a man enlarges him 
And seats him beside princes. 
7 When a prosecutor speaks first, he 
seems righteous, 
But when the defendant examines his 
case, he is reproved. 








$ An allotment of land ends controversies, kings, .. ris 
And it-determines the boundary But every evil man becomes a 
between princes. reproach to another man. ... 
B A brother aided by his brother is like a |5 Every man who hates his poor brother, 
strong and. fortified city, He shall be far from friendship. 
And he is strong like a well-founded |6 Good understanding will draw near 
palace.t | | those who know it, ~ 


DOT ESS 


‘Lord, have mercy.” The righteous focus on His name and find great strength there. 
18:14 Discouragement, or depression, is more difficult to cure than anger, for discouragement is hope- 
lessness. At least an angry person still has fight left in him; although his anger is misdirected. And a ser- 
vant with discernment is able to calm this anger. But who can support a discouraged man? The answer 
comes in 18:15. | | ne : 
18:15 Discernment, perception, and understanding are three aspects of the crown of the wise. This wise 
Person seeks to understand from Wisdom how to cure the hopelessness of the man in 18:14, provided 
he is willing to be cured. | 
18:19 A brother aided by his brother fights for the truth. The two together are like a strong and forti- 
led city and a well-founded palace. The Church is this city and palace. And the Fathers of the Fifth Ecu- 
menical Council, quoting this verse, said, “There is no other way in which the truth can be made mani- 
est when there are discussions concerning the faith, since each one needs the help of his neighbor.” 
18:21 The use of one’s tongue is capable of imparting spiritual life to people, but it is also capable of si 
ling them spiritually, But those who rule over it by the general virtues of Wisdom will enjoy the fruits 
Of its wise use. 7 | | st | ae a 
19:1 Man is good by nature, but he maltreats himself and his goodness when he does not seek Wisdom 
and His general virtues (lack of discernment). But in his heart, he has the audacity to blame God for 
What he does to himself. This blame is caused by the deceptions of his own sins, He needs to accept 
“sponsibility and remove these deceptions through repentance. Then his good nature will manifest 
itself through Wisdom. | ip 29 f wht ay 2 Å 


18:10 The righteous are trained by Wisdom to run to the name of the Lord, for example, by praying, 






DO VERE a 2 J 
And a man with discernment will find 





M E 


16 He who guards the comma 

















ndmenç ` 


“mgt | keeps his soul, ; 
7 He who does many evil things perfects But he who despises his wayg. 
wickedness, perish. Shali 
And he who provokes with words, 7 The one who has mercy on the p 
He shall not be saved. lends to God, > Door 
8 He who gains discernment loves And He will repay him accordin 
himself, his gift.t B to 
And he who guards discernment will. | '* Instruct your son, for thus he shaj 
find good things.t hopeful, nall bg 
9 A false witness shall not be But do not lift up your soul in 
unpunished, | arrogance. 
And he who kindles evil will perish by | A malicious man shall be punishey 
it. severely, pi 


t0 Luxury is not profitable for a man 
without discernment, 
And it is not good if a servant begins 


And if he commits injury, he will also 
= add this to his soul. : 
| 20 Hear, my son, the instruction of yoy, 


to rule with arrogance. father, 
u A merciful man is longsuffering, That you may become wise in your 
And his boast goes against the last days. | 
lawless. 21 There are many thoughts in the hean 
i2 The anger of a king is like the roar of of a man, 
a lion, But the counsel of the Lord abides 
But as dew upon the grass, thus is his forever.t > 0 | 
grace. |22 Mercy is fruit toa man, | 


Anda poor righteous man is better 


. , | 

I3 A son without discernment is a 

than a rich liar. "< 
| 
| 
| 


disgrace to his father, 
And vows paid from the wage of a 
prostitute are not pure. 
14 Fathers divide the house and property 
to their children. 
But a wife is suited to her husband by 


23. The fear of the Lord is unto life fora 
man, | 
And he shall lodge without fear in 
places where knowledge is not 
examined.t 


God. 24° A man who hides his hands in his 
15 Cowardice possesses a weak man, bosom unrighteously, 
And the soul of the idle man wiil be He will not even bring them up to his 
hungry.t mouth. JIMA 


III = — 





19:6 Understanding and discernment are two aspects of the crown of the wise. Through Wisdom, à 
man will discover them increasingly. | asia 
19:8 There is a proper love of oneself. It is to love one’s good nature and the virtues implanted in itby 
Wisdom. He who loves himself in this way will also love the Wisdom who created him. From Wisdom, 
he will increasingly gain more discernment about himself and find good things implanted there. 
19:15 Man is not cowardly by nature, for Wisdom implanted courage in human nature. But when @ — 
man chooses to be idle, he is too lazy to seek Wisdom and His virtues. Thus, his soul starves because ine 
natural virtues are unable to grow and develop in him through Wisdom. pian | 
19:17 Mercy on the poor is almsgiving, which is lending to God. And He will repay him according to 
gift means we cannot out-give God. | | pet i 
19:21 The heart of man is deep, and it entertains many thoughts. But these thoughts are useless at 
harmful unless they are grounded in the counsel of the Lord. This counsel is the truth of Wisdom 
His virtues. One grounded in this counsel will abide forever. af valli 
19:23 There are two kinds of fear in this verse. One is the fear of the Lord, which nourishes spirit he 
in a man. The other is fear in places where knowledge is not examined. What place is this woes | 
dom’‘s knowledge is not examined? In this fallen world where many refuse to examine such know oss i 
Failure to examine Wisdom’s knowledge nourishes unnatural fear in man and brings on the darkné 
spiritual ignorance. | | FIAT 
-O<— 


19:16-25 This passage is read during Monday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 

















2 





l When a pestilent man is 


punished, a 
man without discernment 
becomes more astute, 

But if you reprove a discerning 
man, he will understand 
perception.t 

He who dishonors his father and 
pushes away his mother, 

He will be shamed and reproached. 

A son who forsakes guarding his 
father’s instruction, 

He will think about evil sayings. 

He who becomes surety for an 
undiscerning child despises the 
ordinance, 

And the mouth of the ungodly 
swallows judgments. 

Lashes are prepared for the 
intemperate 

And punishments for the shoulders of 
those without discernment.t 


-. Double Standards or 
Single-Mindedness s7 


) Wine is an intemperate thing, and 


strong drink is full of violence: 
And all who commingle with it wil] 
not be wise.t 
The threat of a king does not differ 
from the anger of a lion. 
And he who provokes him sins against 
his own soul, 


It is glory for a man to turn away from- 


reproaches, 

But every man without discernment is 
entangled with such things. 

A lazy man‘who is reproached feels n 
shame; | 


19:25 A pestilent man is a troublemaker and scoffer who refuses to be corrected by Wisdom. But when 








PROVERBS 20:14 


fi Likewise also is he who borrows bread 


in harvest. | 

Counsel is deep water in the heart of a 
man, 

And a man with discernment will 
draw it out.t — 

Man is important, and a man who 
shows mercy is noble, 

But it is difficult to find a faithful man. 

He who lives blamelessly in 
righteousness, 

He will leave blessed children behind 
him. 

When a righteous king sits upon the 
throne, 

No evil thing can oppose his presence. 

Who will boast about having a pure 
heart? | 

Or who will declare boldly being clean 
from sins?t 

The lamp of him who reviles his father 

_ or mother shall be put out, 

And the pupils of his eyes shall see 
darkness. 

A portion gained hastily in the 
beginning 

Will not be blessed at the end. 

Do not say, “I will avenge myself on 
the enemy,” 

But wait on the Lord, that you may be 
helped. | 

A weight, great and small, and a 
double standard, , 

Both are also unclean before the Lord: 

And the one who uses these things in 
his pursuits will be entangled: 

But a young man with holiness, his 
road is straight. 


he is punished by his own disobedience, a man without discernment may see this, and be motivated to 
seek Wisdom and His astuteness. On the other hand, a discerning man is one who accepts reproof from 
Wisdom. Thus, he gains more understanding and perception. i 


19:29 Lashes and punishments are prepared to teach those without restraint and those without dis- 


cernment their need for Wisdom and His virtues. For as Heb’ 12:6, 7 says, “'For whom the Loro loves He 
chastens, / And scourges every son whom He receives.’ If you endure chastening, God deals with yOu as 


with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?” 
20:1 Wine and strong drink are not evil in themselves. Wine is intemperate in those who drink too 


much of it. The same 
tates against Wisdom 
ers, are the results. 


20:5 Counsel is the virtues of Wisdom im 


d 


20:9 Two questions are asked 
Pure heart, and uses th 
sibility of being cleanse 
fall is not s 


refuse healing” (JohnChr). 


is true of strong drink when people commingle with it. Too much of either mili- 
and His virtues. Lack of self-control and violence to oneself, and perhaps to oth- - 


planted as deep water in the heart of a man. And 
iscernment, the crown of the wise, is able to draw out these virtues. | 


in this verse. In the first question, a man denies any possibility of having a 
is as an excuse not to pursue one. In the second question, a man d 
d from the sins he committed, and thus uses this as an excuse tosi 
o grievous as to lie where we have fallen; nor to be wounded so 


enies any pos- 
n more. “To 
dreadful as after wounds to 


PROVERBS 20:15 __ 


20 


2l 


23 


The ear hears and the eye sees; 

Both are also works of the Lord.t 

Do not love to speak ill, 

That you may not be taken away; 

Open your eyes, 

And you will be filled with bread.t 

A double standard is an abomination 
to the Lord, 


And a deceitful scale is not good 


before Him. | 

Steps are made straight for a man by 
the Lord, 

But how can a mortal man understand 
His ways? 

It is a snare for a man to quickly 
sanctify something of his own 
things as holy, 

Then after making this vow, to come to 

~ a change of heart.t ` 

A wise king is a winnower of the 
ungodly, 

And he casts them upon the wheel of 
torture. 

The breath of man is the light of the 
Lord, 

Who searches the inner man.t 

Mercy and truth are a guard for the 
king, 

And they will encircle his throne with 
righteousness. 


24 “Wisdom fs an orriament toy 


|25 Bruises and fractures happen to 












3 . 
And the glory of old men ig TN 
hair. eir ‘| 


men, Oev | 
And plagues shall come into. the 
inner man. ; 


~~ Godliness: Willing to Do God's y 
y As a flow of water, so is the he | 
the king in the hand of ey 
Wherever He wills to incline it, th 
he turns it.t vee | 


2 Every man appears righteous to 


himself, 
But the Lord makes hearts right 
3 To do righteous things and tO speak 
the truth | 
Are more pleasing before God than 
the blood of sacrifices.1® 


|4 A high-minded man is bold-hearteg) 


his arrogance, 
And the lamp of the ungodly is sin — 
5 He who produces treasures with a 
lying tongue 
_ Pursues worthless things upon the 
snares of death. 


6 Destruction shall entertain the 


ungodly, 
For they are not waling, to do 
righteous things.t — 





20:15 The Lord made the ear-and the eye. This refers to. the soul as well as the body. For the eyes and 
ears of the spiritual heart see and hear from Wisdom, if they are healthy. 

20:17 Those who open their spiritual eyes to see Wisdom will be filled with His bread of virtue for 
Christ is the Bread of life (Jn 6). 
20:20 A vow made to God is voluntary and not a requirement. But if a man vows too o quickly t to set 
apart (sanctify) to God something he owns, but afterwards changes his heart, this becomes a snare to 
his relationship with God. For example, this would be true of monetary commitments made to the — 
Lord's work. 
20:22 The light of the Lord is man’s true breath. As healthy breathing of air in. the lungs is good foc : 
man, more so is the healthy breathing of the Lord's light in his soul. For this light searches the inner 
man, which is the soul of man. As a man breathes the fresh air of God's light in his soul, he is puit 
and cleansed from his sins. | 
20:25 When a man refuses to breathe the fresh air of the Lord’s light (v. 22) in his soul (innet man te 
lor pyi! things. These things bruise and fracture his soul, and cause him choke to death spiritually 
ack of air. 
21:1 A flow of water indicates the movement of the will in the heart, This TBveaTeNtl isa free move 
ment of the king toward God. God's will inclines the king’ s will in the proper direction. Thus, the te 
wills move in the same direction, with the king's will in willing submission to the will of God. s 
21:3 Righteousness is one of the general virtues of Wisdom implanted in those who know and love 

Him. To do righteous things shows the free movement of the will in one who lives according to is 
and His virtues. To speak the truth also shows the free movement of the will in one who declares" | 
knowledge Wisdom imparts to him. 
21:6 The ungodly are those who move their free will i in the wrong direction. This averent saa 
from Wisdom and His iviptuęgs, Therefore they are not willing to do righteous things. 


a (T7 


Å 
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21:3-20 This passage is Tend during Tuesday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 








855 _ PROVERBS 21:29 





- To the a rodei Göd sends egal: 18 Iti is better to Live in a desert ) 
ways, Than with a contentious, talkative, and 
For His works are pure and upright. quick-tempered woman. 
; [tis better to dwell in a corner in the 9 A treasury of desire will rest upon the 
open air mouth of a wise man, | 
Than with wrongdoing in plastered ` But mën without discernment shall 
rooms and in a shared house. swallow it. 

» The soul of the ungodly will not be 20 The way of righteousness and mercy 
shown mercy by anyone among shall find life and glory. 
men. 21 A wise man assaults fortified cities 

w When the intemperate man is And pulls down the stronghold the 
punished, the simple man ungodly trust.* 
becomes more astute, | 2 He who guards his mouth and tongue 

And a wise man of understanding Keeps his soul from tribulation.“ 
shall receive knowledge.t 23 A troublemaker is called rash, 

ui A righteous man understands the arrogant, and boastful, 
hearts of the ungodly, And he who bears malice is called 

And he despises the TN in their © lawless." 
evils. 24 Desires kill a slothful man, 

12 He who closes his ears that he igi For his hands choose not to do 

not listen to the weak, | anything.t 
He will also call upon someone, and 25 The ungodly man desires evil all day 
there will be no one listening. | Jong, | 

3 A secret gift calms anger, But the righteous man shows mercy 

But he who refrains from giving gifts and compassion unsparingly. 
stirs up strong anger. 26 The sacrifices of the ungodly are an 

4 [tis the joy of the righteous to do abomination to the Lord, 
judgment, For they offer them lawlessly.t~ 

But a holy man is unclean before 27 A false witness shall perish, ~ 
evildoers.t 3 But an obedient man will speak 

is A man who wanders from the way of guardedly. 
righteousness 28 An ungodly man resists shamelessly 

shall rest in al assembly of giants. ! to the face, 

l6 A man in need !oves merriment, | But the upright man himself 

Loving wine and oi! as' wealth: | understands his ways. — 

7 A lawless man isthe outcast of a 29 There is no wisdom, there is no courage, 

righteous man: | There is no counsel for the ungodly.t 





21:10 The intemperate man is one example of a man who moves his free will in the wrong direction, 

| the lack of self-control. The punishment he receives is his own fault. The simple man is one who is be- 

| ginning to move his will toward Wisdom and His virtues. Astuteness is the crown of the wise (see also — 

14:25), one of the genera! virtues. Understanding is another aspect of this crown. Therefore, when the 

simple man truly observes the punishment the intemperate brings on himself, he becomes wiser. - 

21:14 Upright judgment is one aspect of the crown-of Wisdom’s virtues. This judgment, coupled with 

righteousness, produces joy. Such people are holy. Evildoers are those who willfully pursue vice or sinful 

_ Passions, Since they rationalize righteousness to be unrighteousness, they see a holy man-as unclean. 

21:21 A wise man is one who knows and loves Wisdom and His virtues. He assaults the fortified cities 

of his own sinful passions and pulls down the stronghold, likely the opinions of the ungodly. 

21:24 Desires are blameless passions'that need to be kept under control. But a slothful man refuses to ` 

ae his desires. He chooses not to do anything about his spiritual laziness; thereto; his desires con- 

I YOlnim. 

21:26 "The alms that please the eyes Of our Redeemed are mat those gathered in eee ways and: 

from lawlessness. : ,. We are plainly warned by Holy Scripture not to get anying oy swaping under the) 

| Pretext of almsgiving!’ (GrgGt). 

21:29 The ungodly choose to live contrary to Wisdom and His virtues of courage and: TUEReE Their 

| N€gative choice shuts them out from there virtues, | 
21:22-30 This nassa is (ead during Wednesday Vespers i in aha sixth: week of Great Lent. 








== = = 





PROVERBS 21:30 


30 The horse is prepared for the day of 
war, 
But help is from the Lord. 


~ Rich Man, Poor Man > 





2 ) A good name is to be chosen more 


than much wealth, 
And good grace more than silver and 
gold.t 

2 The rich man and the poor man meet 
with one another, 

But the Lord made both. 

3. An astute man, seeing an evil man 
severely punished, is himself 
instructed, 

But those passing by without 
discernment suffer loss. 

4 The fear of the Lord and riches and 
glory and life 

Are the offspring of wisdom.t 

5 Thorns and snares are in the ways of 
the crooked, 

But he who guards his own soul will 
keep away from them. 

6 The rich will rule over the poor, 

And servants will lend to their own 

masters. : 

He who sows worthless things will 

reap evil things, 

And bring to an end the plague of his 

works. 

8 God blesses a cheerful man and a 
giver, 

And he will-bring tc an end the vanity 
of his works:? 

3. He who shows mercy to a poor man 
shall himself be supported, 

For he gave his own bread to the poor 
man. : | 


=] 
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He who gives gifts to a poor ma, > 
gains victory and honor fer 
himself; | ba 

However, he who buys him takes » 
his soul. | Ws 

Cast out a pestilent man from th 
assembly, | 








And contention will go out with. 
For whenever he sits in the assent 
he dishonors everyone, bly 
The Lord loves holy hearts, 
And all the blameless are accepta 
to Him;t lable | 
A king governs lips. | 
And the eyes of the Lord maintain 
perception, 
But the lawless man despises His 
words. 7 
A slothful man makes excuses ang 
| says, | 
“There is a'lion in the way, and 
murderers in the streets,” 
The mouth of a lawless man is a dee 
pit, 







And the man hated by the Lord shall 


fall into it.t | | 

Evil ways are before a man, 

And he does not love to turn away 
from them, Z 

But it is necessary to turn away from; 
crooked and evil way.. — 

Folly fastens itself to the heart ofa 
child, | 

For the rod and instruction are far 
from him. | 

He who oppresses a poor man — 
increases his possessions, 

Yet-he gives them to a rich manto 
lessen them. i | 








22:1 A good name to be chosen more than much wealth is the name Christian (see Acts 11:26). For Wi 
dom is Christ, and those who follow Him are known by this name. And His good grace is worth mor 


than silver and gold, for by His grace Christians live according to His virtues implanted within them” 


described as riches and glory and life (see Jn 10:10). 


22:5 The crooked are those who choose to live contrary to God and human nature, for in itself the o 
is straight, not crooked. Thorns and snares are sinful passions. But he who guards his own soul wit 


keep away from them. He is able to do this through Wisdom and His virtues. ) | 
22:8 A cheerful man is one free from the love of money and the vainglory it produces. He is very gene 


ous in almsgiving, and blessed by God. The vanity of his works refers to those done for one's own si 
But since the cheerful man is blessed by God, his almsgiving is free from vanity and done for God's 


glory. | 


22:12 Holy hearts belong to those who live according to Wisdom and His virtues. The Lord's 


love man 


fests itself in blameless hearts, and He sees these spiritual hearts which are acceptable to Him. ji 
22:16 A lawless man is one who willfully rejects Wisdom and His virtues. His mouth becomes a deep 


of lawlessness. The Lord’s hate for this man and his wa 


passion of hatred, for He is dispassionate. 


We 
22:4 The fear of the Lord is the offspring of Wisdom, who is Christ. He is the begetter of all the virtue 
| 


ys is hate in the sense of rejection. It is not u 


o A 









PROVERBS 23:12 









Incline ie em to the words of the æ. Understanding and Priorities +> 
wise an ar my word, iR I 7 
And establish your heart, that you may 2 if ee pg one to dine at a table of 
know they are goodit Understand carefully the things put 
And if you apply them to your heart. before you;t 
They will gladden you and at the same |2 And apply your hand. 
time be upon your lips; Knowing you should prepare certain 
That your hope might be in the Lord, things; | 
And His way might be known to you. |3 And if you are insatiable, do not desire 
» And register them upon the breadth its delicacies, 
of your heart for yourself For these things belong to a false life. 
threefold, |4 Ifyou are poor, do not measure 
For counsel and knowledge. yourself with a rich man, 
4 Therefore, | teach you a true word and | But keep away from this in your 


good knowledge to be obeyed, _ u thinking; } 
That you might answer words of truth |” If you fix your eye on him, he will 
to those who question you. disappear, 
25 Do not rob the poor, for he is needy, For wings like an eagle’s are prepared 
nd do not dishonor the helpless at for him, Pe 
‘ the gates; he And he returns to the house of his 
2% For the Lord will judge his cause master, , 
WET Wa liiccainl fre 6 Do not dine with an envious man, 
u will deliver you : he ie 
an ae he el NO Neither desire his foods; 
” Do not be a companion to an angry ’ For as someone who may swallow a 
man hair, 


So he eats and drinks. } 
8 Neither invite him in, nor eat your 
morsel with him; | 


And do not associate with a 

quick-tempered friend,t 

* Lest you learn his ways For he will vomit it forth and maltreat 
And receive a snare for your soul. your good words. 

3 Do not give yourself as surety because | 9 | Sneak nothing into the ears of a man 


you respect a person, without discernment, _ 
For if you do not haye the wherewithal Lest he treat your wise words with 
to make compensation, contempt. 
They will take your bed out from |10 Do not remove the eternal landmarks, 
under you. | And do not enter the possession of 
Do not remove the eternal landmarks | orphans. | 
your fathers established.t | For the Lord who redeems them is 
3 ‘An observant man and one astute in | _. mighty, . , 
his business And He will judge their cause with you. 
Should be present with kings, 12 Give your heart to instruction, 
And he should not be present with | And prepare your ears for words of 
slothful men. : i ean _ perception.t 





22:20 When the spiritual heart inclines its ears to hear Wisdom (my word) and the words of His wise 
people, it becomes established. This inclination is the free movement of the will toward Wisdom, and 
the intent to obey Him. 

22:27 St. Paul said in agreement with this verse, “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good. 
habits” (1Co 15:33). 

22:30 The eternal landmarks refers to the Orthodox faith handed down in the Church. These 

landmarks must not be removed: “| cannot sufficiently wonder at the madness of certain men, at the 
Mpiety of their blinded understanding, at their lust of error, such that, not content with the rule of 

aith delivered once for all, and received from the times of old, they are every day seeking one novelty 
after another, and are constantly longing to add, change, and take away, in religion” (VincLer). 

23:1-4 Understanding is one of the general virtues of Wisdom. He who has this virtue understands true 
lfe. A false life (v. 3) is the love of riches and gourmet dining. Poor people should never measure them- 
selves by rich people. A false life is one of deception. | 
43:12 The source of instruction is Wisdom, who is Christ our Teacher. If one gives his spiritual heart and 
ars to Him, he will be instructed by Him with words of perception, the crown of the virtues. 


PROVERBS 23:13 


13 


18 


20 





Do not withhold istruito fron a 

| child, | | 

For if you should strike him with a 
rod, he would not die; 

For you shall strike him with a rod 

And deliver his soul from death. 

My son, if your heart becomes wise, 

You will also gladden my heart; 


- And your lips shall spend time with 


the words on my lips, 

If they be upright.t 

Do not let your heart envy sinners, 

But be in fear of the Lord the whole 
day long. rat 

For if you keep these words, you shall 
have offspring, 

And your hope will not depart from 
you. 


æ A Father’s Counsel on Wine 
and Women => 
Hear, my son, and become wise, 
And direct aright the thoughts of your 
oO heart. 

Do not be a wine-bibber, 

Neither provide contributions of meats 
or goods at drinking parties. © 

For every drunkard and fornicator 
Shall become impoverished, 

And every sluggard shall clothe 

- himself with tattered and ragged 

garments.t 

Hear, my son, your faethe 
you, 

And do not despise your mother: 
because she has grown old. 

A righteous father rears his child well, 

And his soul rejoices in a wise son. 

Let your father and mother be glad in 
you, 

And let her who bore you rejoice. 

My son, give me your heart, ~— 

And let your eyes observe my ways; 


who begot 


For a house.of prostitution is.a pierced. | 


vessel Aa 
And a strange and empty well; 


858_ 


Z 


27 


| 28 


29 


30 


32 


33 


2 


| 3 






For he shall perish suddenly Pe ~~ 

And every lawless man shali b a 

on net Hi e 

o has woe? Who has. 

has condemnation? tum Mul 

Who has unpleasantness ang | 

Who has afflictions with no 1 Esty : 

a eyes aré pale? . Dose 

s it not those who linger | 
wines? One With 

Is it not those who hunt for the 
whereabouts of drinking 
parties? 

Do not be drunk with wine, but Ut keey : 
company with righteous men 

And keep company in public w walks; 

For if you set your eyes to the bows 
and cups, 

Afterward you will walk about More 
naked than ground meat. 

And at last; he stretches himself out 
one bitten by a serpent, i 

And the venom spreads through 
as one bitten by a horned - 
serpent. 

When your eyes behold a strange. 
woman, 

Then your mouth will speak twisted 
things; | 

And you will lie down. as in the heat 
of the sea | 

And as a pilotina great tonne 

And you will say, “They beat me, bt 
did not suffer, 

And they mocked me, but I knew it 
not; | 

When will it be mornings T 

That I may go seek those with whom! | 
may company?” 


œ Issues of Life and Death 7 
My son, do not envy evil men, 
Neither desire to be with them: 

For their heart ponders alie, — 
And their lips speak of sufferings: 
A house is built with wisdom, ee 





23:16-19 Wisdom addresses His son (v. 19), and encourages him to spend time with His words ute 
The Book of Proverbs is an example of His words of Holy Scripture. These words are like a doot | 
wi 


leads into the inner sanctuary of Wisdom (see also Mt 7:7, 8). If he does this, his thoughts 
directed aright (v. 19). He will also learnito fear the Lord the whole day ong (v. 17), and ot 


her “a 


of Wisdom, such as hope (v. 18), will be like offspring in him. 
23:21 This verse seems to summarize vv; 20-36. Drunkenness, fornication, and spiritial slothfulnes = 


an unholy combination. These things leave one with tattered and ragged parmenss and “more 
than ground meat” Y 31). f 





As =M] 
23:15—24:5 This passage is read during Thursday Vespers in nithe sixth week of Great Lent. 












pS ___CPROVERBS 24:22 
A And it is built up with understandin 
, Storehouses are filled with percepti 


g.t |13 My son, eat honey, for the honeycomb 


| | -eption is good, 
From all honorable and good riches. | That your throat may be sweetened.t 
; It is better to be a wise man of '! Thus you shall discern wisdom for: 
strength your soul, | 
And a man having discernment, than For if you find it, there will be a good 
to be a man who has a large end to your life; | 
estate. 7 And hope will not abandon you. 
s War comes with the skill of a ' Do not bring an ungodly man to the 
commander, — dwelling of the righteous, 
But help comes with the heart of a Neither be deceived by the full 
counselor. sat satisfaction of the stomach. 
> Wisdom and good thinking areinthe | 16 Fora righteous man will fall seven 
gates of the wise; times and rise again, ` | 
The wise do not turn away from the But the ungodly shall weaken in 
mouth of the Lord, — evils.t 5 
But they deliberate with councils:t W Tf your enemy falls, do not rejoice over 
s Death happens to the uninstructed, him, | 
And a man without discernment shall And do not exalt yourself at his 
die in his sins; stumbling;t 


9 And uncleanness will pollute a 18 
pestilent man 
In an evil day and a day of tribulation, © 
until he dies. 19 
0 Rescue those being led into death, Nor envy sinners: | 
And saw off the bonds of those being |20 For there is no future for evil men, 


cast out; do not spare them help:t And the lamp of the ungodly shall be 
il Tf you say, “I do not know this man.” put out, : 
Know that the Lord knows the hearts | 2! Fear God, my son, and the king, 


of all; And disobey neither of them; 

And He who formed every breath 22 For suddenly they will take retribution 
knows all things, : on the ungodly, i 

Who will render tc each man | And who will know the punishments 
according to his works. | of both? 


SSeS a a E, z 


Because the Lord will see this, and it 
will not please Him, 

And He will turn His anger from him. 

Do not rejoice in evildoers, _ 





24:3-5 Understanding, perception, and discernment are three aspects of the same thing, known as the 
crown of the virtues. A house is a man, and Wisdom is the builder of the house, that is, He builds a man 
into a wise man of strength: Such a man considers Wisdom and His virtues to be superior to a man who 
has a large estate. ) | | 
24:7 Wisdom is the Lord. Councils are the gates of the wise. Within these gates the wise deliberate 
together concerning the true interpretations of Scripture (the mouth of the Lord). These interpretations 
are the good thinking that results from their deliberations. The Seven Ecumenical Councils of the 
Church are examples of these councils. | | | 
24:10-12 Evangelism rescues those being led into death, and saws off their bonds, and-does not spare 
them help. The evangelist has no need to know a man before he evangelizes him. For the Lord knows 
the hearts of all, since He formed every breath and knows all things. At His Second Coming, He will 
render to each man according to his works. | | . 
24:13 Honey is the teaching of Wisdom, and when it is eaten) it sweetens the soul. “He uses ‘honey’ 
figuratively, meaning divine doctrine, which restores the spiritual knowledge of the soul” (Hippol). 
24:16, 37 Righteousness is one of the general virtues of Wisdom, who makes righteous a man who 
elieves in Him. This man is not yet perfect, but will always repent and choose instruction (v. 37) when 
he falls into sin. But the ungodly shall weaken in evils, because he chooses to be weak and evil, and has 
NO interest in repentance or instruction. T 
24:17 The enemy is some sinful passion one has overcome, but he should not rejoice in this victory, nor > 
a` Puffed up (exalt yourself). Rather, he should rejoice in Wisdom, who helped him gain the victory. — 
-e can do nothing against our faults without the help of God. .. . And we ought not be puffed up by 
victories over them... lest He see your arrogant heart... and you begin to be forsaken’ by Him, and 
'oubled once more by that passion, which by God's grace you had previously overcome” (JohnCas). 
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233 A son who guards the word will be 
free from destruction, 
For he receives it fully. 
24 Let no lie be spoken from your tongue 
to the king, 
And let no lie come from his tongue. 
The tongue of the king is a sword and 
not of flesh, 
And whoever it delivers, it will 
annihilate; | 
For if his anger is sharpened, 
It destroys men with its sinews. 
2” And it devours the bones of men, 
And it burns like a flame, 
So as to be inedible for the nestlings 
of eagles. 
28 Now | say the following to you, the 
wise, to observe, 
“It is not good to be partial in 
judgment.” 
” He who says about an ungodly man, 
“He is righteous,” 
Shall be accursed to people and 
despicable to nations; 
30 But those who reprove him shall 
appear more excellent, 
And a good blessing shall come upon 
them; 


Pa 


And they will kiss the lips that answer | 


good words. 
31 Prepare your works for your going 
forth, 
And prepare yourself for the field:t 
322 And walk behind me. 
And you shall build up your house. 
° Do not be a false witness against your 
countryman, 
Neither open wide your lips: | 
34 Do not say, “I will treat him as he 
treated me, 
And I shall avenge myself on him 
wherein he wronged me.” 





39 


| 
|6 
$ 
| 


| 





8 


A man without discernme 














Nt is lik 
field) ipa: vei i IS like ^ 


And a man in need of discern, 
like a vineyard; nienti 

If you leave it alone, it wil] 
and barren, 

Altogether covered with 
forsaken, 

And its stone walls will be ra 
ground, 

Afterward, I repented: 

| observed that I might choose 
instruction, 

neuer uae and I sleep a little 

nd I fold my arms across \ 

little. THERA 

If you do this, your poverty shall go 
before you, Š 

And want, like a strong runner. 






remain dy 














2 D These are the miscellaneous 


instructions of Solomon which 
the friends of Hezekiah, the 
King of Judah, wrote out. 
The Glory of God hides a word, 
And the glory of the king honors deg, 
Heaven is high, and earth is deep, 
But the heart of the king is incapable 
of disproof. 
Beat drossy silver, oa 
And it will be made entirely clean? 
Slay the ungodly from before the king 
And his throne shall be established in 
righteousness.t 
Do not brag on yourself in the 
presence of the king, 
Neither stand in the places of princes! 
For it is better that it be said to you, 
“Come up to me,” Ji 
Than for you to be humbled in the 
presence of a prince. 
Speak the things your eyes seet 





24:31, 32, 35, 36 A man without the discernment of Wisdom is like a dried-up and barren field and 


vineyard. The evangelist first prepares his own soul with the virtues (works). Then he walks behind Wi 


dom in the fields to water the dry. and barren vineyards, 


25:4 Silver shines unless it is covered with dross, the waste material that comes off in something. Hu- 


man nature is good in itself, and would shine if it were not 


covered with the deceptions (“dross”) of 


the sinful passions. These deceptions are removed by spiritual athleticism (beat drossy silver), such ® 


prayer and fasting. When these are removed, the natural 


(made entirely clean). 


sheen of the virtues shines from one's natu 


25:5 The King’s throne is a spiritual heart established in the virtues of Wisdom (established in 
righteousness). When the sinful passions (the ungodly) are slain, this throne is established in the eart 
25:6, 7 When we conquer a sinful passion, we are told not to brag on ourselves in the presence 0!" 
King. For it was by His helping grace that we gained the victory. Rather, we boast in Him alone. © 
wise, He will humble us by allowing the passion to return and overcome us. i 
25:8 The eyes are those of the spiritual heart. When we see the spiritual riches of Christ, then We ma 


speak of them (see also Eph 1:18). 








That you may not be sorry in the end. 

When your friend reproaches you, 

Retreat and do not despise him, 

Lest your friend continue to reproach 
you, 

And your quarrel and enmity shall not 
depart, 

But be equal to death for you, 

Grace and friendship free a man: 

Keep these for yourself, that you may 
not be reproached, 

But guard your ways peaceably. 

As a golden apple in a small necklace 
of sardius stone, 

Thus it is to speak a wise word. 

As avery expensive sardius stone set 
in a golden earring, 

So is a wise word to an obedient ear. 

As the falling of snow in harvest is 
beneficial against the heat, 

So is a faithful messenger to those 
who send him; 

For he benefits the souls of those who 
use him. 

As winds, clouds, and rains are 
evident, 

So are those who boast in a false gift. 

There is prosperity for kings in 
patience, 

And a mild tongue breaks bones. 

When you find honey, eat what is 
sufficient, 

Lest being filled, you should vomit it 
up.t 

Seldom visit your own friend’s house, 

Lest he become fed up with your 
company and hate you. 

As a club, a sword, and a pointed 
arrow, 

So also is the man who testifies as a 
false witness against his friend. 

The tooth of an evil man and the foot 
of a lawless man 

Shall perish in an evil day. 

As vinegar is bad for a festering 
wound, 


| 30 





——_ 
Do not enter into a quarrel quickly. 
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So calamity befalling the body grieves 
the heart. Ei 

As a moth in a garment and a worm in 
wood, 

So the grief of a man damages the 
heart. 

If your enemy is hungry, feed him, 

And if he is thirsty, give him drink.t 

For by doing this, you shall heap coals 
of fire on his head, 

And the Lord will reward you with 
good things. 

The north wind stirs up clouds, 

And a shameless face provokes the 
tongue. 

It is better to dwell in a corner on a 
housetop 

Than in a house shared with an 
abusive woman. 

As cold water is agreeable to a thirsty 
soul, | 

So is good news from a far-off land. 

As if someone would stop a spring and 
corrupt an outlet of water, 

So it is unseemly for a righteous man 
to fall before the ungodly. 

It is not good to eat too much honey, 

But it is necessary to honor words 
held in honor. 

As an unfortified city whose walls are 
broken down, 

So is a man who does something 

without counsel.t 


c The Undiscerning Man F- 


As dew in harvest and as rain in 
summer, 
So honor is not for a man without 
discernment: t 
As birds and sparrows fly, 
So a curse will not come upon anyone 
without a cause. 
As a whip for 'a horse and a prod for a 
donkey, | 
So is a rod for a lawless nation. 
Do not answer an undiscerning man in 
relation to his lack of 
discernment, 


25:18 This saying is for those who try to be too spiritual too fast. Divine teaching (honey) should be 
swallowed a little at a time, and not treated like a gourmet table on which to gluttonize. For it will 
turn sour in the spiritual stomach, and be vomited up, and no longer be sweet to the taste. 

25:24, 25 The Lord rewards those who love their enemies (see also Mt 5:43-45; Rom 12:19, 20). 

25:31 A man who is his own spiritual director (a man who does something without counsel) is like an 
unfortified city whose walls are broken down. | ONT 
26:1-13 These verses describe the condition of a man without discernment. Such a man is spiritually 
bankrupt, But discernment is the crown of Wisdom’'s virtues, and the man who possesses it is spiritually 
Nich, | 





PROVERBS 26:5 


Lest you become like him. 

5 But answer an undiscerning man 
contrary to his lack of 
discernment, 

So he may not appear wise to 


| Than an he eho satisfactorily bring =~ 
back a message. Bs $ 
aa. The Scheming Man SN N ‘ 


As he who lays hold of a dog’s s | 
So is he who is the mouthpiece ca 


himself. ‘ 
6 He shall drink reproach at his own another's cause, So 
feet As those who need correction Speak 
Who sends a word through an to others, th 
undiscerning messenger. He who first replies to the word shal 
7 Remove the motion of the legs _ be tripped up, | 
And a proverb from the mouth of men — So are all who set a trap for their a. 
friends; owi 


without discernment. 
8 He who binds a stone in a sling 
Is like one who gives glory to a man 
without discernment. 
9 Thorny plants grow in the hand of a 
drunkard i 
And slavery in the hand of men 


But when they are discovered, they 
say, “I did it in jest.” 

A fire rages among many trees, 

But where there is no disagreement, 
contention is at rest. or 

As a fireplace is for coals and Wood | 


without discernment. for a fire, 
10 All flesh of men without discernment So a contentious man kinde 
grievously suffers many things, violence. 


The words of a talebearer are mild 

And they strike into the innermost 
affections. 

Money given with deceit is like a 
sharp piece of broken pottery: 

So smooth lips hide a heart that 


For their illusion is brought to 
nothing. 
11- As when a dog returns to his own 
vomit and becomes despicable, 
So is a man without discernment who 
returns to his own evil by his own 








sin. causes pain. 
12 : There is shame that brings on sin, A weeping enemy promises — 
And there is shame that is glory and | everything with his lips, 
prace: rani eee s aie But in his heart he devises deceits. 
3 Isaw aman whoseemeato'himseli to |26 jf your enemy entreats you with a 
be wise, loud voice, 


more hope than he. vicesin his soul 
|27 He who hides enmity contrives 
deceit; 
But being well known in C 
assemblies, he exposes his own 


| 
an without discernment has | 

But a man without discernment has Do not consent, for there are seven 
| 


æ The Slothful Man => 
14 A slothful man who is sent om-his way 
says, . 
“There is a lion in the way.”t 


5 Asa door turns upon its hinge, ations sins. 
So does-a slothful man upon his bed. © | *® He who digs a pit for his neighbor 
16 When a slothful man hides his hand shall fall into it, : 
in his bosom, And he who rolls a stone rolls it upon 
He shall be unable to bring it to his | himself. 
mouth. 29 A lying tongue hates the truth, 
17 A slothful man appears wiser to And an unguarded mouth causes 
himself confusion. 





26:14-17 These verses describe the condition of a slothful man. His condition is akin to Kat of the m | 


without discernment, for he, too, is spiritually bankrupt. But he is so deceived, he hie believes 


wise. 
26:18-29 These verses describe the condition of a divisive man. He has seven vices in his soul (v. 26). 


St. John Cassian in his treatise on the vices speaks of eight of them: gluttony, unchastity, avarice, 4 > 
dejection, listlessness, self-esteem, and arrogance. The man without discernment, the slothful ma” 


the divisive man exhibit such vices. 
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Do not boast about tomorrow, 

For you do not know what the next 

day will bring forth.t 

Let your neighbor praise you, and not | | 
your own mouth; Dig 

A stranger, and not your own lips.t 

A stone is heavy, and sand is 
cumbersome; 

But the wrath of a man without Ld 
discernment is heavier than both.t 

Wrath is merciless and anger 
passionate, | 14 

But jealousy supports nothing. 

Open reproofs are better than hidden 
love. 

The wounds of a friend are mòre lð 
trustworthy 

Than the voluntary kisses of an enemy.t 

A satiated soul mocks honeycombs, 

But to a hungry soul, even bitter things 





rise Wisdom for Tod 


appear sweet. ; 16 
As when a bird flies down from its 
own nest, 17 


So is a man enslaved whenever he 
becomes ‘a fugitive from his own 





place. 18 
The heart delights in perfumes, wines, 
and incenses, 
But the soul is broken by mishaps. | 
| 19%) 


Do not abandon your friend or the 
friend of yeur father, | 

And when you have misfortune, do not 
go to your brother’s house; 


| 20 





A friend nearby is better tharna | 
| | 


through the deceptions of sin. 


brother far away. 






My son, become wise, that my heart 


_ PROVERBS 27:20 





may be glad, 

And turn away from your reproachful 
words. 

An astute man hides when evils are at 
hand, 

But when men without discernment 
are at hand, they will pay the 
penalty. | 

If a haughty man passes by, take away 
his garment, 

For he lays waste the goods of another. 

Whoever blesses a friend early in the 
morning with a loud voice, 

He will not seem different from one 
who curses him. 

Continual dripping on a rainy day 
drives a man from his house; 

In like manner, a contentious woman 
also drives a man from his own 
house. | 

The north wind is a harsh wind, 

And a prosperous man is called harsh. 

Iron sharpens iron, 

And aman sharpens the countenance 
of his friend.t - 

Whoever plants a fig tree will eat its 
fruit, | 

And whoever guards his own master 
will be honored. 

As faces are not like other faces, 

So neither are the hearts of men. 

Hades. and destruction are not- 
satiated; 

In like manner the eyes of men are 
also insatiable." 


Se ee ne eee ete Coo ee A M 
27:1 The Lord alone has foreknowledge. Neither men nor angels have foreknowledge. Men and angels, 
including the devil and his arigels, can only guess about the future. Men and angels know the future 
only if the Lord reveals it to them. Therefore, no one should boast about tomorrow, for no one knows 
what the next day will bring forth (see also Jam 4:13-16). Furthermore, one may be dead tomorrow. - 
"Hold fast then to virtue. For even so, if you depart young, you:will depart in safety; if you come to old 
age, you will reach it safely” (JohnChr): MIEN i 
27:2 It is acceptable for neighbors and strangers to praise.a person, provided he does not seek praise — 
from them. If he seeks and obtains it) he will praise himself with his own lips. This kind of praise is self- 
exaltation, a destructive passion. 
27:3 A man without discernment is a man without Wisdom and His virtues. This is serious enough 
(heavy). But add wrath to his foolishness, and his treatment of others becomes unbearable, like the 
weight of a heavy stone and cumbersome sand. ‘u | 
27:6 Judas Iscariot betrayed the Lord Jesus with a voluntary kiss, and He said of him: “It would have 
been good for that man if he had never been born” (Mk 14:21).. | eN 

27:17 Iron is a dull metal, but it glistens when sharpened. Man's nature is like iron that becomes dull 


= 


It is good underneath, but in need of sharpening that it may glisten and 


show its true nature: Similarly, true friends sharpen one another so the God-given virtues may develop 


and shine on the countenance. A 
27:20, 21 A fixed eye indicates an unbendable will, which refuses to be instructed in the virtues of Wis- 


dom. It never stops sinning, 
lable) of such a will is compara 


for example, in its intemperate use of its tongue. The sinful appetite (insa- 
ble to the appetite of Hades and destruction. 
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PROVERBS 27:21 


He whose eye is fixed is an 
abomination to the Lord, 
And the uninstructed are intemperate 
with the tongue. 
Proving by fire is a way of testing for 
Silver and gold, 
But a man is tested by the mouth of 
those who praise him.t 
A lawless heart seeks evil things, 
But an upright heart seeks 
knowledge.t 
If you should whip a man without 
discernment in the midst of the 
council and dishonor him, 
You would not remove his lack of 
discernment. 
Know thoroughly the souls of your 
sheep, 
And you will set your heart on your 
flocks,? 
Since strength and might are not in 
man forever, 
Neither are they transmitted from 
generation to generation. 
Take care of the green plants in the 
field, and cut the herbs short, 
And gather the grass of the 
mountains. | 
That you may have the wool of sheep 
for clothing, 
Honor the field, so there may be lambs | 
for you. [au 
My son, you have strong sayings from 
| 


10 


me for your life 


; 12 
And for the life of your servants. 
< The Lawful and the Lawless 7- 
O An ungodly man flees when no one |. 


is pursuing, | | 





But a righteous man is confi 
lion.t 
Condemnations arise becay 
sins of the ungodly, 
But an astute man quenches them 
A bold man harasses the poor wie 
ungodliness. th 
As a driving and unprofitable ral 
So those who forsake the law pral 
ungodliness, se | 
But those who love the law sy 
themselves with a wall, 
Evil men do not understand 
judgment, | 
But those who seek the Lord shaj 
understand it in everything t 
A poor man walking in the truth jg 
better than a rich liar. | 
A wise son keeps the law, 
But he who cherishes luxury 
dishonors his father. 
He who increases his wealth with 
usury and unjust gains - 
Gathers it for him who shows mercy; 
the poor. 
He who turns away his ear so as not) 
hear the law, | 
He also makes his prayer repulsive! 
He who leads upright men astray ina 
evil way, | 
He shall fall into destruction; 
And lawless men shall pass by 
things, ati 
But they shall not enter into them. 
A rich man is wise in his own eyes, 
But a poor man shall disapprove of lis 
thoughts. : 
Great glory arises because of the help 
of the righteous, 


Troung 


good 


27:22 A man praised by others faces a dangerous crossroad, where few survive spiritually. One road 
leads to self-exaltation and thence to destruction. The other, leads into a furnace of fire in which the 
silver and gold of one’s nature is purified by Wisdom and His virtues. 

27:23 A lawless heart is one which voluntarily turns away from Wisdom and His virtues; thus it seeks : 


the vices (evil things). But an upright heart voluntarily seeks Wisdom and His general virtues and thei ; 
fruits. | 


27:25 See Jn 10:27, 28. 


28:1 An ungodly man is one who lives contrary to God see 
ural fears of his own imaginations (when no one is pursuing). Thus, he lives in unreality and cowa 


But a righteous man lives in the reality of Wisdom and His virtues, in which he is confident as a lion: | 


and his God-given nature. He lives in the unnat 


28:2 It is sometimes said, and rightly so, “Condemn no man, and you will be saved.” An astute man | 
knows Wisdom and His virtues; thus in himself he condemns no one. His demeanor also helps que 


condemnations when they arise. 
28:5 Evil men are those who voluntarily live in vice, 


for they do not have upright judgment, one of We 


dom’s general virtues. But those who seek the Lord and possess His virtues understand upright | 
ment in everything. | 


28:9 Wisdom, who is Christ, is the Lawgiver, and His law teaches virtue. Therefore, he who turns awê! 


his ear so as not to hear the law makes his prayer repulsive to the Lawgiver. 
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ê A hungry lion and a thirsty wolf 





20 He who walks righteously shall be 


_ 2 He who works his own land shall be 


| 28:13 The righteous are those made righteous by Wisdom. When they help one another conquer their 
| Sinful passions, great glory arises, that is, God is glorified. But in places where ungodly people influence 


But in places of the ungodly, men are 
conquered.t 
u He who hides his own ungodliness 
shall not prosper, 
But he who leads his own rebuttal 
shall be loved,t 
is Blessed is the man who shall be 
discreet in all things because of 
godly fear, 
But the man who hardens his heart 
shall fall into evils. 





But does not know that a merciful 
man shall have the mastery over 
him. 

25 He who reproves a man’s ways 
Shall have more grace than he who 

flatters him, 

“6 He who casts off his father or mother 

and thinks he does not sin, 
He is the accomplice of an ungodly 
man. 

47 A greedy man judges rashly, 

But he who trusts in the Lord shall be 
careful. | 
28 He who trusts in an arrogant heart, 
| such a man is without 
discernment, 
But he who walks in wisdom, such a 
man shall be saved.t 
29 He who gives to the poor shall not be 
in want, 
But he who turns away his eye from 
them shall be in much distress. 

30 The righteous lament in the places of 

the ungodly, 
But in their destruction the righteous 
Shall be increased.t 


Is he who, being poor, tyrannizes over 
poor people. 
17 A king in need of revenues is a great 
oppressor, 
But he who hates unrighteousness 
shall live a long time. 
is He who becomes surety for a man 
charged with murder 
Shall be a fugitive and unsafe. 
9 Instruct your son, and he shall love you; 
And he shall give honor to your soul, 
Lest he follow a lawless people. 


helped, 

But he who walks in crooked ways 
shall be entangled therein t 

=~. The Wise and the Unwise > 

| P A reproving man is better than an 

obstinate man, . 

For when the latter is suddenly 

consumed, there shall be no 


Satisfied with bread, 

But he who pursues leisure shall be 
filled with poverty. 

A trustworthy man shall be blessed in 





many things, remedy.t 
But an evil man shail not go 2? When the righteous are praised, the 
unpunished. people shall rejoice, ; 
3 He who does not fespéct righteous But when the ungodly rule, men. 
people is not good: lament. 
Such a man will sell another fora 3 When a man loves wisdom, his father 
morsel of bread. rejoices, | 





| others, men are conquered by the vices. 
| 28:14 An unwise man hides his own ungodliness; thus he cannot prosper spiritually. But a wise man` 


man prospers in the love of God. 


takes the initiative to remove his deceptions of sin through repentance (leads his own rebuttal). Such a 
28:20 God's grace makes a man righteous and helps him walk righteously. But a transgressor walks in 


| ‘fooked ways, which entangle him. “Crooked ways” are the sinful Passions. 


nei A reproving man is one who first reproves himself, Afterwards he is able to 
| the 





28:28 A man without discernment is a man without Wisdom and His virtues. This man trusts in an arro- 
gant heart. How foolish and lost this man is! But he who walks in Wisdom and His virtues, such a man 
shall be saved. | 

28:30 The places of the ungodly refers to this fallen world. The righteous livein the world, but they 
ament its condition. For “blessed are those who mourn” (Mt 5:4). When the righteous convert the un- 
godly, sinful passions are destroyed (in their destruction). Thus, righteous people increase. 


help others discipline 


Mselves in spirituality. An obstinate man is one who rejects Wisdom and His virtues, and pursues 


"ce. But when his vices suddenly consume him, he cannot be cured (no remedy). 
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But he who keeps prostitutes shall 16 When the ungodly arem 


destroy his wealth, many sins, W there 
1 A righteous king will establish a But when they fall, the righteous f 
country, fearful. | Sate 
But a lawless man razes it to the '7 Instruct your son, and he Shall o, 
ground. you rest, an Bive 


5 He who prepares a net for the 
presence of his own friend 
Casts it around his own feet. 
6 [tis a great snare to a man when he 
sins, : 
But a righteous man shall be in joy 
and gladness,t | 
A righteous man understands how to 
judge on behalf of the poor, 
But the ungodly man will not consider 
such knowledge: 
For he has no understanding heart for 
a poor man. 
8 _ Pestilent men burn down a city, 
But wise men turn away wrath. 
A wise man judges people fairly, 
But when a worthless man is angry, he 
laughs at them, and does not 
fear. 
10 Bloodthirsty men will hate a holy man, 
But the upright will seek his soul.t 
l A man without discernment brings 
forth his whole mind, 
But a wise man distributes his in part. 
12 When a king obeys an unrighteous 


| And he will delight your soul 
8 There shall be no interpreter ofu 
law for a lawless nation, "e 
But he who guards the law ie 
blessed, aave 
"A stubborn servant will not be 
instructed by words, . 
For even if he understands ther , 
will not obey.t nem, he 
2 Tf you see a man hasty in words _ 
Know a man without discernment hy 
more hope than he. j 
21 He who lives luxuriously from 
childhood shall be a servant 
And in the end, he shall CAUSE hinge) 
pain. My 
42 An angry man digs up strife,- 
But a furious man digs up sins. 
-3 Arrogance humbles a man,. 
But the Lord supports the 
humble-minded with gloryt — 
* He who takes part with a thief hates 
his own soul, | dz 
And if, when an oath is set forth, those 
who hear it do not report it, | 


word, i% They are tripped up, because they fea 
All those under him are lawless. and stand in awe of men; -~ 
13 When a creditor and a debtor meet But he who trusts in the Lord will 
with one another, | rejoice.t | i | 
The Lord watches both of them. 28 Ungodliness causes a man to stumble 
l4 When a king judges the poor truly, But he who trusts in the Master shall 
His throne shall be established as a be saved. — gosi 
testimony. 271 Many serve in the presence of: 
l5 Blows and reproofs give wisdom, leaders, o fszt 
Buta- child who goes astray shames But righteousness comes to a man 
his parents. | from the Lord.t 





29:6 The vices, or sinful passions, are a great snare to a man. But a righteous man is one who loves HE 
dom and His virtues; thus he lives in joy and gladness. wn N 
29:10 Bloodthirsty men are first of all the demons, and secondly, those influenced by them. They hated 
holy man and are out for his blood. But the upright seek him out to learn how to increase in:holines 
29:19 Wisdom’s instruction incorporates several aspects: teaching, correction, discipline, reproof, lear 
ing, education, and training. A stubborn servant is one who intends not to obey instruction, even 
though he may understand something of what is taught. l j ika 
29:23 The Lord allows a man’s arrogance to humble him, so, if possible, he might learn humility: But | 
the Lord only supports the humble-minded with the glory of His virtues. angot 
29:25, 26 The fear and awe of men trip up growth in the virtues. Such fear and awe constitute we 
liness that causes a man to stumble. But he who trusts in the Master fears Him, and rejoices in 53 
tion. eth | : ! i not int 
29:27 Righteousness is the Lord's righteousness. Man is not its source. For example, leaders can to 
part righteousness to those who serve them. But the Lord easily and freely imparts righteous 

those who serve Him. | ‘al ne 





08 oan abomination to the ri 





ghteous P an 








unrighteous man, 
And the upright way is an 
abomination to the lawless, 


om A Father’s Wisdom m 


3() My son, fear my words, 


And when you receive them, 
repent; | 
The man says these things to those 
who believe in God, then | cease 


9 Lest being full, I become a liar and 


say, “Who sees me?” 

Or being poor, I steal, and swear by 
the name of God. 

Do not deliver a servant into the 
hands of his master, 

Lest he curse you, and you be 
destroyed. 

An evil offspring curses his father 

And does not bless his mother.t 


; ffs g judges himsel 
speaking;t jit OE Onn See 
2 For | am the most lacking of all men in But is not washed from his 
discernment, uncleanness. | | 
And the discernment of men is not in An evil offspring has haughty eyes 
me;! | 


God gives me wisdom. 
And I know holy things. 


And exalts himself with his eyelids: 
An evil offspring has teeth like swords 
And molars like knives, so as to 


4 Who ascends into:heaven and destroy 
descends?or) to abiow si And to devour the poor from the earth, 
Who gathers the winds in His bosom? And their needy from among men. 
Who wraps up the water in a | 
garment? ;; I ~=. Lessons from the Animals > 
Who rules over all the ends of the The leech had three dearly loved - 
earth? : daughters, | 
What is His name; and what is the And these three did not satisfy her, 
name of His children, And the fourth did not satisfy her, for 
That you might acknowledge it?t her to say, “It is enough.”t | 
> All the words of Godare tried in fire. Hades and the love of a woman 
And He defends those who fear Him t And Tartarus and the earth not 
6 


Do not add to His words. 
That He might not reprove you, and 
you become a liar: 


-Two things I asic from You: 


Do not take awav grace from me 





satisfied with water, 
And water and fire will not say, “It is 
enough.” 7 
The eye that mocks his father and 
dishonors the old age of his 


before I die; mother, _ | | 
$ Make a-vain word anda lie be far Let the ravens of the valleys pick it 
from me; out, 


30:1 Those who believe in God will fear His words, and this fear will lead them to repentance. 
30:2, 3 One cannot know God through worldly wisdom, which God considers foolishness (see also 


1Co 1:20, 21). 


But give me neither riches nor poverty, | 


And appoint what isinecessary and 
Sufficient for me;: 





And the young eagles devour it. 
Now there are three things I cannot 
,, understand, 


30:4 This verse’ asks six questions. The answer to the first five is “Christ.” The answer to the sixth is 

“Christian” (the name of His children). : nes 
30:5, 6 See Rey 22:18, 19. 
30:7, 8 One of the two things asked relates to the means of living a virtuous life. namely, the grace of 


God. For apart 
before | die. Th 
30:11-15 Evil offspring are the si 
applies to evil offspring in a family. 


30:16-35 Numerous animals are mentioned: the leech, the raven, the eagle, the serpent, the ant, the 
ra 


tual life. But the wise are like the rabbit (v. 28 


from His grace no one can live a virtuous life. O Lord, do not take away grace from me 
e second request is for the necessities of life (v. 8), | 


nful passions, and the devil is their father (Jn 8:43, 44). But this also 


bit, the locust; the lizard, the lion's cub, the cock, and the he-goat. These animals and the other situ- 


ations described emphasize the opposition of Wisdom and His virtues to the sinful passions. For exam- 
P'e, the sinful passions are like the leech (v. 16), for these, so to speak, drain the blood out of one’s spir- 
), for their home is Wisdom, who is Christ (the rocks). 








PROVERBS 30:20 _ 









And a fourth I do not know: 

20 The track of a flying eagle, 

And the ways of a serpent upon a 
rock, 

21 And the paths of a ship passing 
through the sea, 

And the ways of a man in his youth. 

Such is the way of an adulterous 
woman, 

Who, when she commits adultery, 
washes herself and says she did 
nothing wrong. 

233 The earth is shaken by three things, 

And is unable to bear a fourth: 

24 If a servant reigns, 

Or aman without discernment is 
satiated with food, 

25 Or if a maidservant casts out her own 


And a king, speaking publicly, œ 
people. Cly to the 
34 Ifyou abandon yourself to Mertin, 
And stretch forth your hand with < 
contention, you willbe ~ 
dishonored, 
35 Churn milk, and it will become p, 
And if you squeeze someone's p'en 
blood will come out; Ose, 
And if you draw out words, 
condemnations and cont 
will emerge. 


22 


enting 


2 ] My words were spoken by Gog 
The oracular response of a king 


whom his mother instructeq} 
= A Mother’s Wisdom s, 


Fe 2 “What, my child, will you keep? Wh 
mistress, e ai an < wnat | 
Or a hateful woman marries a good My BE ahd at ae to you. “Wr 
| wane the child of my womb? "o 
26 Now there are four very small things AAA i. 
ean eah What, the child of my vows? 


3 Do not give your wealth to women, 
Nor your heart or life to remorse 
+ Do all things with counsel: 


But these are wiser than the wise: 
27 The ants, which are not strong, 
Yet they prepare provisions in the 





summer: Drink wine with counsel; 
28 The rabbits, which are not a strong pe nat frat but let 
tribe, ; ae ane | 
Yet they make their own homes inthe |° Lest tt ee drink, they forget 
rocks; | Hs | 
23 The locust, which is without aking, | ‘4 E to judge the weak 
“Bae sehen if a peed eri |6 Give strong drink to those in sorrow, 
Ta oe S SIS ENGEN And wine to drink for those in pain, 
aye : R E he jeir poverty 
3 And the spotted lizard, which supports | So they may forget their poverty 


And no longer remember their grief. 
8 Open your mouth for the word of God 
And judge all men fairly; 
9 Open your mouth and judge 


himself with his hands and is 
easily caught, 

Yet he dwells in the fortresses of 
kings. 


; righteously, | 
31 There are three things which walk And plead the cause of the poor and 
easily, helpless. : 


And a fourth that strides well: 


32 The cub of a lion, stronger than other =. A Virtuous Wife 7- 


animals 10 Who will find a courageous wile? _ 
And does not turn away, neither fears For such a one is more valuable tha! 
any animal; precious stones.t4 hal 
33 A cock, walking about boldly among | The heart of her husband trusts 1M 4 
the hens; | She will not be at a loss for fine 





A he-goat, leading a flock; 





spoils, 
31:1, 2 God is the Author of the Book of Proverbs, and His words are to be kept by His irons 
31:10-30 A courageous wife is one who knows Wisdom and His virtues. Her value is priceless tone 


| hi 
husband. She is an icon of the Church, the Bride of Christ. For she is to her husband what the chure 
to Christ. 
~(I)~ 


31:10-30 This passage is read during Friday Vespers in the sixth week of Great Lent. 


j 














5 For she provides good 






things | 
husband all her life. pe 

She weaves wool and linen cloth 

And is productive with her hands. 

She is like a ship trading afar off, 

So she procures her livelihood. 

She also rises before dawn 

And gives food to her household, 

And appoints tasks for her 
maidservants. 

Seeing a farm, she buys it, 

And from the fruits of her hands she 
plants her plot of land. 

Strongly girding her loins, 

She strengthens her arms for work. 

She experiences work as a good thing, 

And her lamp is not quenched all 
night. 

She extends her arms to do profitable 
things, 

And she applies her hands to the 
spindle. 

She opens her hands to the poor 

And reaches out with her fruit to the 
needy. 

Her husband is not anxious about 
those at home 

When he spends a long time 
elsewhere, 

For all her household are clothed. 

She makes a double upper garment 

for her husband 





29 


30 


And garments of fine linen and purple 


PROVERBS 31:30 





for herself. 

Her husband is respected at the gates 
And when he sits in council with the 
elders who inhabit the land. 

She makes and sells fine linens 

And girdles to the Canaanites. 

She opens her mouth carefully and 
lawfully 

And controls her tongue. 

She clothes herself with strength and 
dignity 

And rejoices in the last days. 

She runs her household carefully, 

And she does not eat the bread of 
idleness. 

She opens her mouth wisely and 
lawfully, 

And her charity raises her children, 
and they become rich, 

And her husband praises her, 


“Many daughters acquire riches; many 


do mighty things, 

But you excel and surpass all.” 

Desires to please are deceitful, and the 
beauty of a wife is vain; 

For a wise wife is blessed, 

And let her in fear praise the Lord. 

Give to her from the fruits of her 
hands, | 

And Jet her husband praise her at the 
gates. 





Author if hot- The “Teacher” or, “Preacher” has sitet! been ‘deg 
‘Solomon, because only he was the son of David, king of Israel in’ Jerusale alem 
(1:1, 12), who achieved great fame for his wisdom, wealth, and achievemeng 


TI tye 


(12:9-12; 3Kg 10:235, 24). a | | PEN 
Dat pS According to Jewish tradition, Solomon wrote the pS of Songs in 





his youth, Proverbs in his middle years, and Ecclesiastes i in his old age, 
Following this line of redsoning, he would have written this book about 


Mai Or Thee Wi God all of ie i SVARET ahem ach ean E aaa oa 


ath IJ Me 






ppa ackgroun Oe eA fader accepted the book: as hou ‘and, eae it on rath 
third day of thé Feast of Tabernacles. The early Church identified Solomona 


the author, and some included the book in the list of books to be read in the 
churches (see St. Athanasius, Festal Letter 39; St. Augustine, Christian Doct : 
Bk. 2:8)" 


Outline” zinon 
n NE E O a AA Sp, 
Xr Everything Human Is Vain, for lr Is without LIL Conclusion: Fear God and EN His 

















Profit (1:1—18) | Commandments (12:9-14) 
II. There Is No Profit under the Sun | | 
(2:1—12:8) 
SSS = SSS ae Ss =i Sues NENA NEEM Ses 





= — Mm 


The words of the Preacher, the son of |4 A generation comes and a generation 


David, king of Israel in Jerusalem.t 8065, 
| But the earth stands forever. 
= The Vanity of Life > 5 The sun rises and the sun sets 
2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; And returns to its place. 
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity!”t 6 The wind rises and goes toward the | 
3 What advantage does a man have in south | 
all his labor And swirls towards the north. | 


In which he toils under the sun?t The wind whirls in a circular mote | 








1:1 Words can be best understood as “collected sayings? (see 12:9-11). The word ecclesiastes comes ca 
from the Greek root word ecclesia, meaning “assembly, " which is also used to refer to the gatho 
Christians in the New Testament. Thus, ecclesia is translated “church” in the English language, 4 

used to refer to both the gathering and the building where the people gather. 

1:2 a os is, everything in life that is apart from the purpose for which God created us, is vanity e 
Rom 8:20 } 
1:3-7 We labor that we may profit, but labor loses its meaning (see Mt 16:26) when it has no wt 
purpose. From generation to generation, we inherit death (Job 14:10). But Christ, the Sun of Righ 
ness (Mal 4:2), gives meaning to our labor and raises us up from death to life. 









And returns full circle, 
All the rivers flow to the sea, 
yet the sea shall not be filled. 
To the place where the rivers flow, 
There they return again, | 
, All words are wearisome, 
~ Anda man will not be able to say 
them. 
Neither will the eye be satisfied with 
seeing, 
Nor will the ear be filled with 
hearing.t 
» What has been is what will be, 
And what has been done is what will 
be done. | 
There is nothing new under the sun. 
0 Who will speak and say, : 
«See, this is new”? 
For it has already been in the ages 
That have passed before us. 
i There is no remembrance of former 
things, | : 
And indeed, there shall'be no 
remembrance of later things 
By the things that will come after that. 


æ. Futility of Man’s Wisdom -= 


2], the Preacher, was king: over Israel in 
Jerusalem.? 3I gave my heart to seek out 
and to prepare myself in wisdom concern- 
ing all the things done under heaven; for 
God has given painful distraction. to the 
sons of men to be occupied therewith. 14] 
beheld all the works done under the sun, 
and behold, all is vanity and is the choice of 
one’s spirit.t 


5 That which has become crooked 
cannot be made Straight, 
And what is lacking cannot be 
counted.t 


“I spoke in my heart, saying, “Behold, | 
have become great, and have acquired wis- 
dom beyond all before me in Jerusalem; 





1:8-11 Even the human quest for knowledge and wisdom proves fruitless, because man cannot remem- 











eT ECCLESIASTES 2:10 
and my heart has experienced much wis- 





| dom and knowledge.” I gave my heart to 


know wisdom and knowledge, to learn 
proverbs and understanding. And this, too, 


| was waywardness of spirit. 


| !8 For in the abundance of wisdom 


There is abundance of knowledge, 
And he who increases knowledge will 
increase suffering. 


T The Vanity of Merriment 7- 


“) I said in my heart, “Come now, I will 
| test you with merriment and See if this 
is good; and behold, this, too, is vanity.”t 2] 
Said concerning laughter, “This is mad- 
ness,” and concerning merriment, “What 
does this accomplish?” 3] searched in my 
heart that I might excite my flesh as with 
wine. And my heart guided me with wis- 
dom to grasp what is foolishness, until I 
might see what is good for the sons of 
men, that which they should do under the 
sun all the days of their life: 4] made my 
works great; I built myself houses and 
planted vineyards for myself. °l made 
myself gardens and parks and planted all 
kinds of fruit trees in them. §I made pools 
of water for myself from which to water 
growing trees: ‘I acquired male and female 
servants, and servants were born in my 
house; and I had abundant possessions of 
herds and flocks, more than all before me 
in Jerusalem. 

‘| also gathered silver and gold for my- 
self and the abundant treasures of kings 
and countries. I provided male and female 
singers for myself, the delights of the sons 
of men, and male and female cupbearers. 
ISo I became great and advanced beyond 
all before me in Jerusalem; my wisdom es- 
tablished me. 


\0 Whatever my eyes desired, 
I did not keep from them. 


€r what he learned. Nothing new (v: 9) contrasts with the OT prophets who proclaim a new covenant 


Ver 38:31; Is 65:27) created in-Christ. 


1:12, 13 The Preacher is about to explain why he has come to this conclusion. 
1:14 The choice of one’s spirit means that we freely choose vanity or evil deeds as opposed to doing ~ 


God 
dso used in 2:11, 17, 26; 4:4, 6, 16; 619. 


d's will. This tells us that man is not sinful by nature, but rather sinful by choice. This same phrase is 


1:15 Despite his pessimism, the Preacher knows that God is indeed atiwork in the world, and only He 


^ make the crooked . . . straight (1s 40:4), 


"17, 18 True wisdom is Christ, whose mysteries are far beyond our understanding. | ri 
1-3 The Preacher spoke in his heart because the heart is the center of our true selfi It is the center of 
OF Vanity, affection and coldness, mercy and hardness, wisdom and folly, reason and confusion. 









ECCLESIASTES 2:1] oui 


I did not withhold my heart from any 


me; for all is vanity and is the 








Choice y 


merriment, one’s spirit. an 
For my heart was made gladinallmy | '*Then I hated all my labor jp Whi 

labor, toiled under the sun, for I must leave "1 
And this was my portion from all my | the man who comes after me, \9f, Itt 

labor. knows whether he shall be a wise man. 


— 
— 


senseless man? Yet he will have athi 
over all my labor in which I tojjeg ,"| 
wherein I grew wise under the sun, In an | 
this also is vanity. 2°So I turned my Rell 
and despaired of all the labor where 
toiled under the sun. 2'For there jg 4 y 
whose labor is with wisdom, knowleg | 
and courage, yet this man shall give p 
portion to one who has not labored theres 
| This also is vanity and a great eyjj up, 
what does a man have for all his labor ay 
his purpose of heart wherein he labors yp. 
der the sun? #For all his days are SOTTOy. 
ful, and the distraction of life is his, fy 
even in the night his heart takes no re 
This also is vanity. | 

“There is nothing better for a man tha 
that he should eat and drink and that hi 
soul should enjoy good in his labor, This 
also I saw was from the hand of God.t2py 
who will eat or who will drink withoy 
Him? 28And He gives wisdom, knowledg: 
and gladness to a man who is good in Hi 
sight. But to him who commits sin He gives 
the job of gathering and collecting, that ie 
may give to the man who is good in God) 


Then I looked on all the works my 
hands had done 

And on the labor in which I had toiled, 

And indeed all is vanity 

And is the choice of one’s spirit. 

There was no profit under the sun. 


œ Wisdom Excels Foolishness m> 


2 Then I turned myself to consider 
Wisdom, madness, and foolishness, 
For who is the man who will follow 

after counsel, 
Whatever it is, to do it? 
13 Then I saw that wisdom excels 
foolishness 
As light excels darkness.t 

l4 The wise man’s eyes are in his head, 

But the senseless man walks in 

darkness; 

And I indeed know 

That one event happens to all of them. 


— 





15 So I said in my heart, 
“As it happens to the senseless man, 
So it also happens to me. 
Why then have I gained abundant 


e ee H T M = 


wisdom?” sight. This is also vanity and is the choice 
Then I said in my heart, of one’s spirit. 
“This indeed is also vanity, | 
Because the senseless man speaks of = A Time for Everything ™ 
his abundance.” | 4 To everything there is a season, andi 
t6: For there is no remembrance forever J time for every matter under heaven’ 


Of the wise man or of the: senseless 


man, 2 A time to give birth 
Since now as in the days to come, And a time to die; 
All things are forgotten. A time to plant | 
And how will the wise man And a time to pluck what is planted. 
As well as the senseless man face 3 A time to kill 
death?t And a time to heal; 
| | A time to pull down 
/Thus I have hated life, because the And a time to build up. 


work done under the sun was evil before |4 A time to weep 


2:13 Man can choose wisdom or foolishness, light or darkness, good or evil. | 
2:16 No matter whether we walk in the light of wisdom or in the darkness of folly, everyone suffers 
and dies without remembrance. It is for this reason that Christ has come to trample down death by or 
ing that we might live eternally in Him. Thus, we are bold to sing, “Memory eternal!” 
2:24-26 Earthly food and drink still ends in death, but the eternal food of the Eucharist Un 6:55) 1" 
parts good—that is, wisdom, knowledge, and gladness (v. 26)—to those who labor for God. deene? 
3:1-11 The eternal Word—the beginning and the end (v. 11; Rev 22:13)—came into time and ' oÙ 


all things. He turned our weeping into joy, our mourning into dancing, our hatred into love, and 0U 
time into eternity. | | 





jan an fhe Marina j 








Andi a ‘aime to laugh: 

A time to mourn. 

And a time to dance. 
5 A time to throw stones 
And atime to gather stones: 
A time to embrace 


And a time to refrain from embracing, | 


6 Atime to seek 
And a time to lose; 
A time to keep 
And a time to throw away. 
A time to tear 
And a time to sew: 
A time to Keep silent 
And a time to speak. 
8 A time to love 
And a time to hate: 
A time of war 
And a time of peace. 


~ The Gifts of God .= 


What profit has the worker from all his 
labors? I have seen altogether the tasks 
which God has given to the sons of men to 
be engaged in. !!He made everything beauti- 
ful in its time, and He indeed put eternity in 
their hearts in such a way that man may not 
find out the work God made from the begin- 


=] 


ning to the end. "I. know there is nothing 


better for them than to rejoice and do good 
in their lives. Indeed, every man should eat 
and drink and experience the good in all his 
labor—this is God’s gift to him. 


4 | know that whatever things God does, 
They shall be forever, 
Nothing can be added to or taken 
away from these things, 
For God did them that men would ‘fear 
before Him.t 
') What is has already been, 
And what is to be has already been; 
And God will require an account of 
what is past. 
= God Judges All = 
“ Moreover I saw under the sun the 


place of judgment. 
The ungodly man was there. 








___ECCLESIASTES 4:4 


i alaia saw awithe place of the righteous 
man. 

The ungodly man was not there. 

'7 | said in my heart, 
“God will judge both the righteous man 

and the ungodly man, 

For there is a time for every action and 
every work.” 





8I said in my heart, “Concerning the 
speech of the sons of men, God will judge 


them so as to show them that indeed, they 


are themselves like animals.” For what 


| happens to the sons of men also happens to 


animals: one thing befalls them: as is the 
death of the one, so also is the death of the 
other, and there is one breath to all. So 


| what advantage does a man have over an 


animal? For all things are vanity. 2°All go to 
one place: all are from the dust, and all re- 
turn to the dust. 2!Who knows the spirit of 
the sons of men, whether it goes upward. 
and the spirit of the animal, whether it goes 
downward to the earth? 22So I saw that 
there was no good except that a man 
should rejoice in his works; for that is his 
portion. For who shall bring him to see 
what happens after him?t 


=. Those Oppressed -7> 


Then I returned and saw all the oppres- 
sions done under the sun. 


Behold, the weeping of the oppressed! 

But they have no comforter. 

On the side of the oppressors was 
power, 

But they have no comforter.t 


2 So I praised those who were already 


dead 

More than the living, 

AS many as are alive until now. 

Better than both these is he who has 
not yet been born, 

Who has not seen all the evil work 
done under the sun. 


4Again I saw all the labor and all the 


courage of the worker, that this is the zeal 





3:14-17 That men would fear before Him expresses the Preacher's understanding of why the ake is 
the Way it is. God uses the world to turn us to Himself, for at the end of the age, the time will come for 


judgment (see 5:7; 7:15; 8:11, 12; 11:9; 12:14). 


3:22 This is a reminder that we are to rejoice in the simple satisfaction of accomplishing the wore God 


Ps given us to do. 


4:1-3 Job expressed a similar sentiment of being oppressed when he ished that he had never been 
born to see such sorrow (Job 3:10-16). But Christ has sent a comforter, the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:16), to wipe 
away all tears. Verse 2 speaks of the communion of the saints. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


ECCLESIASTES 4:5. 


of a man because of his companion. This i 
also vanity and is the choice of one’s spirit. 


The senseless man folds his hands 
And consumes his own flesh. 
Better is a handful of rest 

Than two handfuls of labor, 


And it is the choice of one’s spirit. 


Then I returned and saw vanity under 


the sun: 


There is one, and there is not a second 


one, 
And he has neither son nor brother. 
And there is no end to all his labor, 
_ Neither is his eye satisfied with 
wealth. 
But he never asks, 


“For whom do I labor and deprive 


myself of goodness?” 
This also is vanity and a painful 
distraction.t 


~. The Treasure of Friendship 7> 


Two are better than one 

Because they have a good reward for 
their labor. 

For if they fall, one will lift up Higa 
companion. 

But woe to him who is alone when he 
falls, | 

For there is not a second one to heip 
him up!t 

If two lie down together. both stay 
warm, 

But how can one stay warm alone? 


If one is added strength, two will stand 


before him, 
And a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.t 
= An Unlikely King 7> 
Better is a poor and wise youth 


-Than an old and senseless king 


Who will no longer take advice.t 

For this youth shall come from the 
house of prisoners to reign, 

Even though in his kingdom he was 
born poor. 


I saw all the living who walk under the 


sun, 









over a high official, and higher ones 0 
them! 8&Moreover, the abundance Om 







And they we were e with the 5 yoti 
Who will be established in the Kin 
place. ns 
16 There was no end of all the people 
Over whom he was made king y 
Yet those who come afterward i 
rejoice in him. d Will ng 
Surely this also is vanity and is the 
choice of one’s spirit. 


æ. Draw Near to God a, 
'7Walk carefully when you go to 


_| house of God. And draw near to + 


rather than to offer the sacrifice of se 
less men; for they do not know tha ee 


evil. 


Do not be hasty with your mouth, 

And do not let not your heart be 
quick 

To utter a word before God; 

For God is in heaven, and you el 
earth; 

Therefore, let your words: be few 

2 For a dream comes ina Hest of 
distractions, 

And the voice ofa senseless man is 
with a multitude of words. 


3... When you make a vow to God, do not | 


delay to pay it, 
For His will is not in senseless men.. 
<- So pay whatever you vowed. - 
+ Better not to vow than to vow and not 
pay. 


5Do not let your mouth cause your flesh 
to sin, and do not say in the presence 0 
God, “It was a mistake.” Why. should Go 
be angry at your. voice, and destroy tt 
work of your hands? ®For in a multitude t 
dreams there are vanities and many yal 


but you should fear God. 


A The Vanity of Riches IP | 

7If you see the oppression of the m 
and the violation of judgment and 

teousness in the land, do not marvel at id 

matter: for there is_a high official to Wê 


f the ' 





4:8 Our Lord spoke of this kind of person in nishe parable of the rich fool (Lk 12: 16-21). 
4:10 What a marvelous picture of encouragement in the Church! 
4:12 The threefold cord may be linked to the virtues of faith, hope, and love (1Co 13: 13). 


4:13-17 In a striking reverse paralle 


| Christ stands in contrast to the old and senseless earthly king 


while also fulfilling him, for He was born poor and was raised up from the house of prisoners t0 “ist 
made king. Yet those who come afterward do indeed rejoice in him, bringing right sacrifices 0! pra 
into His house. 
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AN is for all: even a king depends on 
rk in the field. 





ea 
wō 
He who loves silver will not be 
satisfied with silver; 
Nor he who loves the harvest, with its 
abundance. 
This also is vanity. 
w In the abundance of good things 
They who eat them also increase, 
But what virtue does the owner have 
from them, 
Except to see them with his eyes? 
i) The sleep of a servant is sweet, 
Whether he eats little or much; 
But the abundance of the rich will not 
permit him to sleep. 
2 There was a sickness I saw under the 
sun: 
Wealth kept for its owner to his hurt. 
3 That wealth shall perish in painful 
distraction, 
And he begets a son; 
But there is nothing in his hand. 
4 As he came from his mother’s womb, 
Naked shall he return, to go as he 
came; 
And he shall take nothing from his 
labor : 
That it may go with him in his hand.t 
5 This also is a painful sickness; 
For as he came, so shall he go; 
And what is his ain, for which he 
labored for the wind? 
6 All his days are in darkness:and 
sorrow 
And in much anger sickness, and 
gall. 


9 


“Behold, I have seen good: It is a fine 
thing for a man to experience goodness in 


all his labor in which he toils all the days of | 


his life that God has given him; for it is his 
portion. 18As for every man to whom God 
has given wealth, possessions, and author- 


ity—to eat from it, to receive his portion, 


and to rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of 
God. 19For he will not remember the many 
days of his life, because God distracted him 
in the merriment of his heart. 


wees 





ECCLESIASTES 6:12 
There is an evil I have seen under the 
sun, and it is abundant among men:t 2A 
man to whom God shall give wealth, pos- 
sessions, and glory, so he lacks nothing for 
his life from all the things he shall desire; 
yet God does not give him power to eat of 
it, but a stranger consumes it. This is vanity 
and a grievous sickness. | 

3f a man begets a hundred children, 
and he shall live many years—however 
many the days of his years shall be—yet 
his soul is not to be filled with goodness, 
and he also has no burial. I say that a mis- 
carried child is better than he, *for it came 
in futility and departs in darkness; and its 
name shall be covered with darkness. 
5Though it has not seen the sun or known 
anything, it has more rest than that man. 
6Even if he lived a thousand years twice, 
but has not seen goodness, do not all go to 
one place? 





7 All the labor of man is for his 
mouth, 
And yet his soul is not satisfied. 
8 For what advantage does the skilled 
man 
Have over the unskilled man, 
Since even this poor man knows how 
to keep himself alive? 
9 -Better is the sight of the eyes 
Than the wandering of the soul. 
This also is vanity and is the choice of 
one’s spirit. 


10 Jf anything has come to be, 
Itsname has already been used; 
And it is known what man is, 
That he is unable to dispute with 

him ni 
Who is stronger than he. 
1 -Since there are many words that- 
multiply vanity, 
What advantage does man have? 


!2For who knows what is good for man in 
his life? For all his days in life, which pass 
like a Shadow, are spent in vanity. Who can 
tell a man what will happen under the sun 
after he is gone? 


AG A description of life for a man who has no hope, whose labor is only to satisfy his hunger, who 
abored for the wind. But in the light of Christ we have hope, joy, health, and peace of mind. i 
Ak Life is no more than a shadow (v. 12). No matter what we achieve on this earth, we cannot take 
aettD us when we die. At the same time, the Christian may rejoice, for true Wisdom is Christ. The soul 
at labors for the food of immortality is covered not in darkness but in light, and lives not a thousand 


Years twice (v, 6), but forever (Jn 6:55-58). 


= 
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7:1 Good olive Af symbalizes here the RE of E wealth, but in thein 


ECCLESIASTES Pek 


. And the day of one’s denti 










œ The Value of Kedim Ta 


A Pa name is better than good olive 
oll yi 


Than the day of one’s birth.t 

It is better to go to the house of 
mourning 

Than to go to the house of drinking, 

For this is the end of every man; 

And the living will take it to heart, 

Sorrow is better than laughter, 

For by a sad countenance the heart is 
made better. 

The heart of the wise is in the house of 
mourning, 

But the heart of senseless men is in 
the house of merriment. 


It is better to hear the rebuke of a wise 
‘man 

Than for a man to hear the song of 
senseless men.t 

For like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot, 

So is the laughter of senseless men. 

This also is vanity. 

Oppression makes a learned man dizzy 

And destroys his vigorous heart. 

The end of matters is better than their 
beginning, 

And a patient man is beitfer than one 
haughty in spirit. 

Do not be hasty-in your spiritto be 
angry, 

For anger rests in the bosom of 
senseless men. 

Do not say, “Why were: the former 
days better than these?” 

For you-do not inquire wisely 
concerning this. 





21 


Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 

And profitable to those who see the 
sun. 

For wisdom in its shadow is as the 
shadow of silver, 


22 


bolizes the acquisition of the Holy. Spirit, 


7:5-10 In Christ, the song of senseless men has been turned into the worship of the faithful, 
latter days, not the former days, are better (v. 10), So much for “the good old days"? 





But the aka of the kno 
of wisdom 
Will give life to him who has t 


Behold the works of God, 

For who can put in order him 

Malaita made crooked? ~ 

In the day of what is good lis ihi 
goodness, “en I tha : 

But in the day of trouble consider 
also 

That God made one harmonious wa | 
the other, he wi 

That a man may not find out 
anything 

That will come after him. 


I saw everything in'my days of vanity: 
There is a righteous man 

Who perishes in his righteousness, 
And there is an ungodly man 

Who remains alive in his vice. 


Do not be overly righteous 

Nor be overly wise, 

Lest you be confounded. 

Do not be very ungodly, - 

Nor be hardened, 

Lest you die before your time. 

It is good that you lay hold of this 

And do not let your hand let goofit | 

For the one who fears God, all things 
will turn out well.t | | 


Wisdom will help the wise 

More than ten rulers in the city. | 

For there is not a righteous manon 
earth 

Who does good and does not sin! 


Algo do a take to. heart all ine words | 
people say, i | 
Lest you hear your Setani cursing 
you. 
For very often he will actin an evil 
manner against you, 





ew BEEE i 
andthe | 
10), 0), and 


7:16 The overly righteous are like the Pharisee who “went up to the temple to pray” (Lk 18:! a 
re 


the overly wise may be likened to the wise of this world (1Co 1:18). St. Pa 
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” {tte 10:12). 


7:18 See Rom 8:28. | 
7:20 In the Orthodox funeral service we say, 


not sinned.” 


ul writes, aThersiat 


"For there! ae never been a man who has ved and rs 


| 


























ECCLESIASTES 8:12 
m Obey Those Who Rule «= 
2Keep the king's commandment and 
spare no effort for the sake of your oath to 
God. “You will go out from his presence, but 
do not stand with an evil thing, for the king 
will do whatever he pleases. | 


And many times he will afflict your 
heart, 
Just as you have cursed others. 








»3 | proved all this by wisdom. 

| said, “I will be wise,” 

o But it was far from me. 

As for what is far off and exceedingly 
deep, 
Who will find it out? 

5 J and my heart went about to know, 
And to search and seek out wisdom 
And the account of things, 

And to know the foolishness, ~ 
hardness, and madness 
Of the ungodly man. 

2% | find more bitter than death 

The woman who is a snare and her 
heart a net; 

And her hands are her chains. 

A man who is good in the sight of God 
will escape from her, | 

But the sinner will be caught by her.t 


4 Insofar as a king has authority, he 
speaks, 
And who will say to him, 
| “Why will you do this?” 
5: He who keeps his commandment will 
not know an evil thing, 
And a wise man’s heart knows the 
time of judgment. | 
6 For to every matter there is a time and 
5 a judgment, | 
-Because the knowledge of a man lies 
heavily upon him. 
7. For there is no one who knows what is 
going to be; | 
For who will tell‘him how it shall be? 
8. .No one has the authority over his- 
spirit to withhold his spirit, 
And no one has authority in the day of 
his death. © f 7! 
There is no discharge in that war, 
And ungodliness will not save those ~ 
given to it. - | 


Ta 


27 “Behold, | found this,” says the, 
Preacher, ~. | 
“Adding. one thing to the other to find 
out the reason, | 
28.: Which my, soul stil! seeks, but cannot | sit Doe 
find: | | 3I saw.all this and gave my heart to every 
| work done-under the sun wherein one man 


I found one mar aracng a thousand, 
as authority over another man to injure 


But a woman among all these, i-have 
not found. | 
9 Except behold, | found this. 
That God makes man upright, 
But they have sought out many 


: h 
| him. 
æ Death Visits All = 


th 


Then I saw the ungodly buried in their 
tombs and brought from their holy place 


schemes. and praised in the city for what they had 

| done. But this also is vanity. ''For no con- 

Who knows the wise? troversy comes quickly against those who 
And who knows the interpretation of | do evil; therefore, the heart of the sons of 
a thing? men is fully determined within them to do 


A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, | evil.t '2Whoever sins does evil from that 
And a man shameless in face will be time on and for a long time afterwards; 
hated.t | nevertheless, I know that it shall be well for 





7:26-29 We are all vulnerable and easily led astray by anyone with evil intentions, be it a man or a 

woman. But on a deeper level, the woman who is a snare speaks to the fallen Eve,'and through her to 

all humanity, for she is our mother. There is indeed only one man that God made upright, and that one 

Man is Christ our God, who broke the curse of death and freed us from our sins. 

8:1-5 Christ's “face shone like the sun” on Mount Tabor (Mt 17:2). The faithful also shine with His inef- 

fable light, as'Christ Himself said, “You are the'light of the world” (Mt 5:14). Therefore, let us work to ` 

acquire the wisdom that is Christ our king, that we might shine as lights “in the midst of a crooked and 

Perverse generation” (Php 2:15): AOE PR 

pe Christ has authority in the day of death; and it is His power that releases and delivers us from 
at war. ii cy id 

8:11, 12 Intentional sins are not a one-time event; the consequences continue for along time. 


ee M 











those who fear God so long as they have 
fear before Him. But it shall not be well 
with the ungodly man; he will not prolong 
his days, which are as a shadow, because > 
he does not have fear before God. 

ı4There is a vanity that is done on earth: 
there are the righteous as when the work of 
the ungodly overtakes them, and there are 
the ungodly as when the work of the righ- 
teous overtakes them. I said that this also is And they have no more reward, 
vanity. 5So I praised merriment, because a | For the memory of them is forgot, 
man has nothing better to do under the sun |ê Also their love, hatred, and enyy fe | 
than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this now perished; ae 
will be present with him in his labor all the And they have no portion forever 
days of his life that God gives him under In all that is done under the sun, 
the sun.t 

i6For this reason I committed my heart to 
know wisdom and to see the distractions 


ECGLESIASTESIB13 nr O/O nvr 
And truly the heart of the sons of, œ~ 
full of evil; madness is in their hear tk 

they live, and afterwards they go pil 

dead. ‘For who has fellowship with an " 
living? There is hope, for a living devin the 
ter than a dead lion. SIS bet 





Fe 


FEF. 


5 For the living know they will die 
But the dead know nothing, ` 





17 Go, eat your bread with merriment 
And drink your wine with a happy 


done on earth; nevertheless, he receives no | heart; 
sleep, day or night. Then I saw all the For now God is well pleased with your 
works of God, that a man cannot discover works.t 


8 Let your garments be always white 
And let your head lack no oil. 


how He does His work under the sun. No 
matter how much a man labors to discover | 
it, yet he will not find it out. And no matter 
how much a wise man may speak of know- 
ing it, he will not be able to find it out. 





%Experience life with the wife whom yo 
love all the days of your vain life which H 
gave you under the sun all your days q 
vanity: for that is your portion in hfe andin 
the labor you performed under the sun 
10Whatever your hand finds to do, do it wit 
all your might; for there is no work or res 
soning or knowledge or wisdom in Hades 
where you are going. !!I returned and say 
under the sun that: 


For I gave my heart to all this, and my 

heart saw all this, that the righteous 
and the wise and their works are in the 
hand of God. Whether it be love or hatred, 
man does not know it, although ail things 
are before him.t 


2 Vanity is in all things: 
One event happens to the righteous 
man and the ungodly man, 


The race is not to the swift, » | 
Nor the battle to the strong, 


E SSS 


To the good man and the evil man, Nor bread to the wise, Bi, 
To the pure man and the impure man, Nor wealth to men of understanding. 
To the man who sacrifices and the Nor favor to men of knowledge; 

man who does not sacrifice. For time and-chance will happen t0 
As is the good man, so is the man who them all.t 

sins; | |12 For man also does not know his time 
As is he who takes an oath, so is he Like fish taken in a cruel net, 

who fears an oath. | Like birds caught in a snare, 

So the sons of men are snared in a! 
3There is this evil in everything done un- evil time 


der the sun, that one event happens to all. When it falls suddenly upon them. 





PTR ies of words, eat, drink, and be merry, is also used by Jesus in the parable of the rich fod 
9:1 There are two ways to go through life. Those righteous and wise are in the hand of God; 
unregenerate man is on his own. | l 

9:4 The living dog is an image of the Gentile believers (Mt 15:26, 27), and the dead lion imag® the 
nation of Israel. bi) 

9:7, 8 Here is an OT image of the Eucharist, baptism, and chrismation. 
9:11 The victory in both race and battle belongs to the faithful. 








«~ Wisdom Is Better Than Strength > 

13] saw this wisdom under the sun, and it | 
is great to me. “There was a little city with | 
q few men in it; and a great king came 
against it and surrounded it and built great 
barricades around it.t 'SNow there was 
found in it a poor Wise man, and by his wis- 
dom he rescued the city; yet no one remem- 
bered that poor man. !6Then I said: 


“Wisdom is better than strength. 

But the poor man’s wisdom is 
despised, 

And his words are not heard. 

17 The words of the wise are heard in 

quietness 

More than the shouting of those who 
rule in foolishness. 


But one sinner destroys much 
goodness.” 


] Dead flies will corrupt the 
| preparation of seasoned olive oil. 
And a little wisdom is more valuable 
Than the glory of great foolishness.t 
A wise man’s heart is at his right 
hand, 13 
But the heart of a senseless man is at 
his left. 
3 - When a senseless man aiso walks 
along the way. 
His heart will fail him, 
And everything he considers is 
foolishness. i 
* Ifthe spirit of the ruler rises against 16 
you, 
Do not leave your place; 
For soothing puts an end to great 
sins.t 





so 





See SS 


> There is an evil I saw under the sun 
When an offense proceeds from a 
ruler. | 
The senseless man devotes himself to | !8 
great heights, 
And rich men shall sit in a lowly 
place. 
I saw servants on horses 19 


7 


And princes walking on the ground 


_ECCLESIASTES 10:19 





like servants. 

He who digs a pit will fall into it, 

And he who pulls down a wall will be 
bitten by a serpent. 

He who removes stones will be worn 
out by them, 

And he who cuts down trees will be 
endangered by them. 

If the ax head falls off, then his 
countenance is troubled, 

And he will put forth more strength; 

And in that case skill is of no 
advantage to the man. 


If the serpent bites when it is not 


charmed, 

Then there is no advantage to the 
charmer. 

The words of a wise mouth are 
gracious, 

But the lips of a fool shall swallow him 
up. 

The words of his mouth begin with 
foolishness, 

And the end of his talk is evil 
madness. 


A senseless man multiplies words. 

No man knows what is to be; 

And who will tell him what will be 
after him? 

ihe labor of fools wears them out, 

ror they do not even know how to go 
to the city!t 


Woe to you, O city whose king is 
young 

And whose princes feast in the 
morning! 

Blessed are you, O land, 

When your king is the son of nobles 

And your princes feast at the proper 
time in strength. 

They will not be dishonored. 

Because of laziness the roofing will be 
brought low, 

And through idleness of hands the 
house will leak. 

They make bread for laughter, 


9:14 The little city is the world, and the great king is the devil who besieged it. 


į 


10:1 When we say, “There's a fly in the ointment,’ 


the saying comes from this verse (oil can be trans- 


lated “ointment”). This image illustrates how sin affects creation. 

10:4 Do not leave your place: The wise man must not stray from his determination to glorify God. 
10:15-17 The city can be seen as an image of the Kingdom of heaven, ruled by Christ the king and His — 
Princes (v, 16), the faithful. Christ calls the scribes and Pharisees fools (v. 15) for being too blind to see 


the truth (Mt 23:17, 19). 
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11:1-10 This chapter teaches we are not to hold onto that which we have been giv 
12:1 The days of your youth reminds us to follow the Lord from the earliest years of our | 
12:5 The caper plant grows on rocky cliffs, stone walls, and in cracks and crevices of rocks 
East. ee ba 


AEROS SUES NUE 


And wine delights the living; 
But all will listen to money. 


Do not curse the king, even in your 
conscience; 

Do not curse the rich, even in your 
bedroom; 

For a bird of the air will carry your 
voice, Ey 

Anda bird in flight will tell the matter. 


sa Cast Your Bread upon the Water > 
Cast your bread upon the face of the | 


water, 
For you will find it after many days.t 
Give a portion to seven and also to 
eight, 
For you do not know what evil there 
will be on the earth. 


If the clouds are full of rain, they pour | 


it out upon the earth, 

And if a tree falls to the south or to 
the north, 

In the place where the tree falls, there 
it shall lie. 

He who observes the wind will not 
SOW, | 

And he who sees the clouds will not 
reap. 

As you do not know the way ofthe 
wind, 

Or how the bones growin- the womb 
of her 

Who is with child, 

So you do not know the works of 
God, | 
Even all things whatever He will do. 

In the morning sow your seed, 

And in the evening do not withhold 
your hand; 

For you do not know which will 
prosper, 

Either this or that, 

Or whether both alike will be good. 


The light is sweet, 

And it is good for the eyes 

To behold the sun. i, 

For if a man lives many years 

And rejoices in them all, 

Yet let him remember: the days of 
darkness, 





For they shall be many. ae 
All that comes is vanity, __ h Th 
as Follow God in Your Youth » h 





°’ Be glad, O young man, in your yom 


And let your heart cheer you in i 
_ days of your youth, a tw 
Walk in the ways of your hear 
And in the sight of your eyes. 
But know for all this 
That God will bring you into 
judgment. ui 
I0 Therefore remove anger from va, 
heart oe 
And pass by evil with your flesh 
For youth and lack of understandin | 
are vanity. te 8 


1 
h 


] ) Remember your Creator in the day 

: of your youth, s i 
Before the difficult dayscome | 
And the years arrive when you say, | 
“I have no will to face them”:t 


2 While the sun and the light, = 


The moon and the stars 

Are not darkened, y 

And the clouds do not return after the | 
rain; | | 


|3 . In the day when the keepers of the 


house tremble, : 
And the men of strength are led astray 
When the women who grind the grain | 
become idle p- oF 
Because they are few;,..-.. |. 
When the women who look out the 
windows. | Aa 74 
Will remain in darkness; 


4 When the doors are shut in the — 


marketplace, | 
And the sound of grinding is low; 
When one rises up at the sound ofa | 
Sparrow, was | five nan ee 
And all the daughters of song arè 
brought low. 


5 . Also they will look from the height 


And there are terrors in the way. 

When the almond tree blossoms, 

The grasshopper grows fat, 

And the caper plant is scattered: 

For man-goes to his eternal hom® 

And the mourners go about the 
marketplace.t Babe | 


en, but give tan 


ives. sy. 
in the wid 











B81 ECCIESIASTES 12:14 
| was written is upright; they are words of 
truth. 

'1The words of the wise are like pointed 





6 Remember your Creator until the 
silver cord is removed, 
And the golden flower is pressed 





together, sticks, like nails firmly fastened; they are 
And the pitcher is shattered at the given from the collections and abound 

fountain, from them by one Shepherd. Moreover, 
And the wheel runs together at the my son, guard yourself, for there is no end 

well; to the making of many books, and much 

71 Then the dust returns to the earth as it | study is weariness of the flesh. 

was, \3Hear the conclusion of the whole mat- 
And the spirit returns to God who ter: 

gave it. 


Fear God 
And keep His commandments, 
For this is the whole man. 
14 For God will bring every work into 


8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, 
“All is vanity.”t 


Because the Preacher was wise more 





than others, he taught the people knowl- | judgment, 

edge; and the ear will search out his well- | Including everything that has been 
ordered proverbs. The Preacher sought overlooked, 

diligently to find desirable words, and what Whether it be good or evil. 


DS ST PS ee eee 
12:8 Though the Preacher ends on a negative note, with all is vanity, the positive message of this book 
is contained in 12:6: “Remember your Creator.” Or as Proverbs teaches us, “The fear of God is the be- 
ginning of wisdom” (Pr 1:7). | reele 20M 
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eae sant 965-960 BC, according to early Jewish tradition, | 
Major Theme=The love between husband and wife. The Song of Songs ig, 

=, hymn used by the Jewish people for centuries to celebrate human love at | 
wedding feasts. The theme-is symbolic of God's love for His faithful people | 
and their reciprocal love. Christians have tended to emphasize the allegoric] 





interpretation of Christ’ love for His Bride, the Church. a 
Back SPOUT id— Typical of ancient Middle Eastern love poetry, the Song of i 
Sa the extensive use of sensuous imagery drawn from nature. The 

closest parallels appear to be found in Proverbs (5:15-20; 6:24-29; 7:6-23). 
The description of love in 8:6, 7 seems to confirm that the Song belongs to 
biblical wisdom literature and that it is wisdom’s description of an amorous 





relationship. 
Outline He OES | E 
> I. Title: Solomon's Song of Songs (1-1) V. The Fourth Meeting: The Bride’ Search fe 


II. The First Meeting: Love's Desire (}:2—-2:7) | Her Lover (5:2—6:3) 
II]. The Second Meeting: Aspiring Courtship -| VI. The Fifth Meeting: Union of Spouses 
| 
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(2:8—3:5) (6:4—8:4) 
IV. The Third Meeting: Solomon’s Wedding | VIIL Strength of Devoted Love (8:5-7) 
Procession (3:6—5:1) VIII. The Conclusion (8:8—14) 
ES OP SP BS DE BILL NII 
«~ The Bride > For your love is better than wine. 
The Song of Songs, which is 3 And the smell of your ointments is 
| Solomon’s.t | better than all spices. 
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his Your name is ointment poured 
mouth, forth; Ai 


1:1 The Song of Songs: The title in the superlative indicates this song, in the biblical idiom, is the greit 
est of all songs, just as the Holy of Holies (Heb 9:3, RSV) means the holiest of all places. The author 
Solomon, whose name means “Peace.” This is significant because the greatest song belongs to Oa 
who Himself is the “Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6, NKJV), Thus, Solomon is a type of the King of Peace, S" | 
throughout this allegory. Christ Himself is portrayed by the Bridegroom (Is 62:5), and the song is tnat 
the marriage of the Lamb (Rev 19:7-9). . a 
1:2 Let him kiss me speaks not of the kiss of reverence, but of that of intimacy. The Holy Church, 0R 
awaiting the Lord’s coming, proclaims here her desire for intimacy with God. “The more abundant% j 
is filled up with His beauty, the more vehemently her longings abound” (GrgNy). The Lord sent ana 
patriarchs, and prophets to Israel, all of whom brought spiritual gifts, but far better than the gifts 0r : 
their bearers is the Giver Himself. The Bride seeks these heralds no longer, but the presence of hert 
Love Himself, the Son of God in His Incarnation. 

















————— 


~ Therefore, the young maidens love 






SONG OF SONGS 1:12 


But I have not kept my own vineyard.t 


you.t 7 Tell me, you whom my soul loves, 
They draw you. Where you shepherd your flock, 
Where you rest them at noonday; 
. a Sede et TL Lest I become as one 
We will run after you. Who encompasses herself 
For the smell of your ointments, With the herds of your companions.t 
-™. The Bride = ~. The Groom 7- 
The king brought me into his chamber. |8 If you do not know yourself, 
«~ Companions s> Fairest among women, 
| . | Go forth on the heels of the flocks, 
Let was extremely Joyful and glad in And tend your young goats by the 
ar | | | shepherds’ tents.t 
We ihe your breasts more than |v | nave likened you, my beloved, 


Uprightness loves you.t 


=. The Bride = 
I am black and beautiful, 
O daughters of Jerusalem, 
As the tents of Kedar, 


To my horses in the chariots of 
Pharaoh. 

Your cheeks are as beautiful as 
turtledoves, 

Your neck as a small necklace.t 


=. Companions 7- 





As the curtains of Solomon.t 1] 
6 Do not look at me because I am black, 
For the sun gave me a tan. 
The sons of my mother fought with me 
And made me keeper in the 12 
vineyards. | | 


We will make for you figures of gold 
With studs of silver. 
<=. The Bride 7> 


While the king was at the table, 
My spikenard gave forth its smell.t 





1:3 The Holy Spirit is Himself the ointment of the Lord. In the Nicene Creed, Christ “became incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary” (whose name means “myrrh”). The smells of His ointments are 
the gifts of the Spirit. Likewise, the saints in their virtues have this fragrance of Christ, according to 

St. Paul (2Co 2:15-17). The young maidens are Christ's chosen ones, born again through holy baptism. 
1:4 The Church here is in the plural we because she is made up of a multitude of faithful souls. This is a 
clear statement of the principle of synergy: we will run after Christ, something which He Himself helps 
us to do, for apart from Him we can do'nothing Un 15:5). However, we run wholeheartedly (1Co 9:24). 
The Church is the house of a king, a vast palace, but those who enter into her mysteries are those who 
have been ‘brought into the inner chamber (2Co 12:4). | 

1:5 The Fathers interpret the blackness of the Church as resulting either from sin or from persecution. 
“When we were sinners and dark, God made us full of light and lovely by shining on us with His grace” 
(GrgNy). Kedar means dark or black. Bedouin tents, the tents of Kedar, are made from the hides of 
black goats. Kedar was the second son of Ishmael (Gn 25:13), and in other references Kedar is a place of 
trouble (Ps 119:5). The curtains of Solomon, the curtains of the temple, were lavish in their opulence 
and beauty. } | 1 

1:6 The Church suffered terrible persecution from the sons of my mother, the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
who despised Christ, There was one vineyard immediately after the Resurrection: Jerusalem, the city of 
peace. But after the martyrdom of St. Stephen, the Church scattered throughout the world, planting 
new vineyards everywhere she went. | 

1:7 The Bride awaits the Bridegroom, seeking intimate communion with Him. The One whom my soul 
loves is the true Spouse of the human soul, Jesus Christ, the shepherd. 

1:8 The Church has become the crown jewel of creation, the fairest maiden, just as the soul through 
holy baptism is made most lovely among the souls of men. The young goats are carnal stirrings and 
Nascent passions, We tend them, but do not feed them! 

1:10 The Bridegroom is flattering His Bride. The cheeks are the virtue of modesty. The turtledoves sym- 
bolize fidelity, for they mate once for life and live in high and lofty places. Turtledoves were the pre- 
scribed offering for the poor (Lv 5:7; 12:8). St. Joseph, with the Christ Child and His mother, brought 
two turtledoves to the temple at the time of purification after His birth (Lk 2:22-24). | 

1:12 This prophetic verse was fulfilled by Mary of Bethany’s anointing of the Lord with spikenard for 
His burial while He was at the table (Mt 26:6, 7; Mk 14:3; Lk 7:37, 38; Jn 12:3). i 
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SONG OF SONGST:I3 8B 


13 My beloved is to me a bundle of myrrh; e The Bride -. 





He shall take rest in between my 3 As the apple among the trees ot al 
breasts." woods, Eae.. 
l4 To me, my beloved is a cluster of So is my beloved among the Songun 
grapes from Cyprus I desired to be in his shadow and : 
In the vineyards of En Gedi.t sit down; = 0 
ao BL ih ge 0, And Beales was sweet in my 
15 Behold, you are beautiful, my 4 Bring me into the house of wine: 
beloved; | Set love before me.t 
Behold, you are peau; 5 Strengthen me with cakes of raising 
Your eyes are doves. Refresh me with apples, p 
~ The Bride ~ For I am wounded with love.t 
t6 Behold, you are beautiful, my ê His left hand shall be under my 
beloved, head, | Mi 
And indeed lovely: And S Eat hand shall embrace 
Our bed is shaded.t , Aen 
17 The beams of our houses are cedars; I implore you, O daughters of 
Our ceilings are cypress wood.t Jerusalem, r 
By the hosts and powers of the 
I am a flower of the plain, field, 15+ oF 
A lily of the valleys.t nat VOY rouse not nor wake my 
love 
~ The Groom 7> Until he wishes.t F 
2? Asa lily among thorns, 8 The voice of my beloved! _ 
So is my beloved among the Behold, he comes leaping on the 
daughters." | | mountains 





1:13 This passage was fulfilled by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea (Jn 19:39-41) when the Lord wa! 
anointed again after his death, covered with myrrh and bundled in linen. He will take rest in the 
Church. | | 

1:14 En Gedi was an oasis on the west coast of the Dead Sea. It is a symbol for baptism. David- 
encamped here when he fled trom Saul (1Kg 24:1). Siu | 

1:15 Doves are birds of peace, not birds of prey. Peace makes one’s eyes beautiful to behold. — 

1:16 The shaded bed is the Church, the place man continues to meet in intimate “communion with the 
Divine” (GrgNy). : i Se 
1:17 Both cedars and cypress wood are well known for their distinct odor, their incorruptible nature, 
and their ability to repel pests and vermin. : | | i Ti 
2:1 The Bridegroom has become a flower, that is a mortal, a-reference-to the Incarnation. The Sono 
God becomes manjnot in exalted splendor, asa lily of the mountaintops, but in humility, a lily of the 
valleys, the lowest places. (EPs ; cee MEES: 
2:2 The Bride, the Church, is a lily among thorns, the afflictions of this lifen "Inthe midst of a wicked _ 
people, there is a good people that receives the mercy of God” (Aug). | 
2:3 The Bride now speaks, exalting the Bridegroom. Of all the trees of the woods, the apple tree giv 
nourishment with sweet fruit. In Scripture, the apple is a symbol of favor (Dt 32:10; Ps 16:8; Zec 2:12) 
Christ the beloved far surpasses in glory the sons, the righteous, for they become by grace what Hes 
by nature. His commandments are sweet to those who thirst for the living Word (Ps 118:103). 
2:4 The house of wine is the Church filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18-21); The Bride desires Gods | 
love, to be overshadowed by the Presence of the Lord—not unlike the tabernacle in the Old Testament 
(Ex 40:35) and the Theotokos, the living tabernacle of the New Testament (Lk 1:35). ell 
2:5 Cakes of raisins were given to the people of Israel after King David completed the burnt offering 
and peace offerings to God before the ark of the covenant (2Kg 6:16-19; 1Ch 16:1-3, NKJV). They, | 
gether with the apples, symbolize the sweetness of God's grace bestowed on believers. "S 
2:6 This is the embrace of the tender and attentive lover. The right hand of God indicates His royal fe : 
vor (Ps 15:11; 16:7; Heb 8:1). | i vil) teag ar aly OA 
2:7 The Bridegroom addresses the faithful as daughters of Jerusalem. The powers that assist us are thë 
angelic hosts and even the saints. The field, according to the Lord, is the world (Mt 13:38) we live I 
St. Paul takes the metaphor one step further, calling us “God's field” (1Co 3:9), = 


a 








a ENR T-N 885 _SONG OF SONGS 3:4 
And skipping over the hills.t | o>. Companions m 
9 My beloved is as'a gazelle ora young | 15° Catch us the foxes, 
stag The little ones that spoil the vineyard, 
On the mountains of Bethel, | For our vines are in bloom. 
Behold, he stands behind our wall, 





Looking through the windows | = The Bride > 
And peering through the lattices t t6 My beloved is mine, and Iam his, 
0 My beloved answers'and says to me, He wie Shephes ds his flock among the 
“Rise up and come, my companion, AMES. Pai 
fair one, my sive Sada en Until the day dawns and the shadows 
u For behold, the winter i St depart, | 
fad the rain is gone: earn | My beloved, turn back, and be as 
tnae CeraAngad a A bazele GP a vou ate 
i Moi MARES Fe hate On the mountains of the ravines.t 
he voice of the dove is dinc | 
i land.t OY SSN EREA iN our 3 In the night on my bed | 
fae PERLEA | “I sought him whom my soul loves; 
Toor NR RPAN BU OTE tS youn | sought him, but did not find him. 
ees HN REN I called him, but he did not hear me. 
ae Ae ene and give |2 I will'risenow-and‘go aboutithe city, 


In the marketplaces and the streets. 
I will seek him whom my: soul loves. 

I sought him, but ‘did not find him.t 
The watchmen who do their rounds in 
theicity: adi ni qrat to s2552. 

Found mé, and I said to them: 
“Have you seen him whom:my soul 


Arise and come, my companion, my 
fair one, my dove,t | 
i4 And come, my dove, to the shelter of 3 
the rock, 
And take hold of the wall. 
Show me your face, 


And cause me to hear your voice: loves?”t 
For your voice is sweet... : | Scarcely had I departed from them 
And your' face is beautiful4 | | When I found him whom my-soul loves. 
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2:8 The soul responds to:the veice of the Lord: The image of the coming of the incarnate Word of God; 
leaping down from heaven, skipping over the hills, is from-another of Solomon's works, foretelling the 
Incarnation (WSol 18:15; 16). Melito-of Sardis-calls the incarnation, “the transition of the Lord—His as- 
sumption of our flesh, through which by His birth, His, death, His resurrection, His ascent into heaven, . 
He made transitions, so to say.” | | ee 
2:3 The gazelle or young stag, smaller than other deer, shows that among humans the Lord appeared 
as a humble man, servant of all. Bethel means the “house of God," which is the Church: + 
2:11 St. Paul writes similarly to the Christians in Rome (Rom 13:12) ni 29 
2:12 The flowers tell us spring (a symbol of resurrection) is'here. The Lord has commanded a time of - 
Pruning that we might bear more spiritual fruit (Jn 15:2). fe i i : 
2:13 The fig tree is a figure of Israel, God's people before the Incarnation (Hos 9:10; Mt 21:19-21; 
Mk 11:13, 20, 21; Lk 13:6, 7). But the figs are young and immature, like those believers who have not >= 
grown in their faith (1Co-3:1), The true. vine is Christ (Jn 15:1-5), and the vines are the Church, the New 
Israel. We are the fragrance of Christ to God the Father (2Co 2:15). ~ tha cea 
2:14 And come: The Lord commands the sleeper to arise and join Him (Eph 5:14). The dove is a:symbol 
of fidelity and chastity. The rock is Christ (1Co 10:4), It is the voice of Christ that is heard in the Church. 
2:16 The Bridegroom belongs to the Bride and no other. The Bride belongs to the Bridegroom and no: 
other. St. Paul writes of this mystery (Eph 5:32), comparing the relationship between Christ and the- 
Church with Marriage, i | Vy tvah h 
2:17 This isthe dawning of the eternal day, and the shadows of ignorance and error depart in the ra- 
diance of Christ's glory (Rom 13:12). | : Bic: By | 
3:2 There are those who seek God in the wrong places. The marketplaces and streets are symbols of 

© World, but God is found in His Church. | eet 


3 The watchmen are the prophets, apostles, and evangelists who proclaim the Word of\God and bear 
Puen to the Incarnate Christ, The Church holds their writings, the Holy Scriptures) in the highest 
onor, | a) | IQ we | 


SONG OF SONGS 3:5 


I held him and would not let him go 

Until I brought him into my mother’s 
house, 

Into the chamber of her who 
conceived me.t 

5 |implore you, O daughters of 

Jerusalem, 

By the hosts and powers of the field, 

That you rouse not nor wake my love 

Until he wishes. 








s Companions => 
6 Who is this who comes up from the 
desert 
Like pillars of smoke, 
Offering incense, myrrh, and 
frankincense, 
With all the fragrant powders of the 
perfumer?t 
7 Behold the bed of Solomon; » 
Sixty mighty men round about it 
From the mighty ones of Israel, 
8 All holding a sword 
And trained in war. 









Its covering crimson, 

Its interior a mosaic of love, 

Because of the daughters of Jery 

1! Go forth and look at King Soloman 

At the crown with which hig moth" 

crowned him €r 

In the day of his wedding, 

And in the day of the gladness 
heart.t 


æ. The Groom m. 
Behold, you are beautiful, my 
companion, 
Behold, you are beautiful. 
Your eyes are like doves behind yo, 
veil; 
Your hair is as flocks of goats 
Coming down from Gilead.t 
|2 Your teeth are as flocks of shorn sh 
| That went up from the washing 
All of them bearing twins, 
| And none among them is barrent 
|3 Your lips are like a thread of scarlet 
And your manner of speechis _ 







Of hig 


wore eti TrA TUE FT ire j 


Every man has his sword upon his thigh 
Because of fear in the night.t 
9 King Solomon made a palanquin for | 
himself 4 Your neck is like the tower of David, 
From the trees of Lebanon.‘ | The one built on courses of stone. 
He made its pillars of silver | A thousand shields hang upon it, 
And its back of gold, | All the arrows of the mighty men. 


pleasant. 
As the rind of a pomegranate 
Are your cheeks behind your veil. 


10 





3:4 The Bride will not rest until her mother’s house; Israel from whom the Church was born, recognizes 
Christ as their God and Savior. Mary Magdalene fulfilled this prophecy. After searching for the'resur 
rected Christ, she was found by angels. Hearing He had risen, she departed from them and found him 
3:6, 7 The daughters of Jerusalem, the predecessors of the Gentile Church, marvel at the coming of te 
king from the desert. This is the wedding procession of Solomon and his bride. The Church will meet | 
her King at His return. The bed is the “palanquin” (v. 9), a portable couch enclosed in a framework o! 
poles and canvas, carried on the shoulders of mighty men, symbolic of the dwelling place of the King 
who rests in His saints forever. “Frankincense is allotted to God, while myrrh is’. .. for the dead. ...™ 
Bride .. . is likened to the vapor of incense, namely, because she worships” (Theod). 

3:8 These warriors hold a sword, which speaks of the living and written Word of God (Eph 6:17, 18). 
3:9, 10 This palanquin is made of the same precious materials used in the construction of the temple 
(see note at 3:6, 7). Solomon is a type of Christ the King, 

3:11 Solomon is a type of Christ. The crown with which His mother, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin 
Mary, crowned him is His immaculate flesh, which He assumed from her and brought to the right hami 
of ma Father (Heb 2:9; 8:1). In the Orthodox wedding, crowns are placed on the heads of both b 
and groom., 

4:1 The veil speaks of the hidden mysteries of God in the Church. According to Scripture, Mount Gie# 
had exceptionally good pasture (Nm 32:1), again looking ahead to the Church. nO 
4:2 The bride's teeth, made clean by washing (baptism and repentance), are the gateway to receiving 
nourishment, the meat or “solid food” of the Word (1Co 3:2). The bride is fruitful, bearing twins: 
4:3 in the Church, our lips proclaim the Gospel of Christ in a manner of speech which is pleasant 

St. Paul calls this “speaking the truth in love” (Eph 4:15), | | 
4:4 The tower of David would be the impregnable fortress in David's Jerusalem, The Church 


Jerusalem, and this fortress is the immovable confession of Christ, the Gospel, against which € ive a 
F de nse” 





is the Ne" 
I$ hel 


itself has no power (Mt 16:16-18). A thousand shields refers to small bucklers, a piece of defe 
mor, speaking of God's protection of those in warfare. 








887 SONG OF SONGS 5:1 





5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, Is as the scent of Lebanon.t 
Twins of a gazelle, that feed among the | 12 My sister, my bride, is an enclosed 





lilies.t garden: 
6 Until the day dawns and the shadows An enclosed garden, a sealed 
depart, fountain.t 
I will go my way to the mountain of 3 Your plants are a garden of 
myrrh pomegranates 


And to the hill of frankincense.t 
7 You are altogether beautiful, 
And there is no blemish in you.t 14 
8 Come from Lebanon, my bride, come 
from Lebanon. 
Beginning with faithfulness, you shall 
come and pass through 
From the top of Senir and Hermon, 15 
From the dens of lions 
And the mountains of leopards.t 
> My sister, my bride, you ravished my 


With the fragrance of a fruit harvest 

And aromatic plants: 

Spikenard and saffron, 

Calamus and cinnamon: 

With every tree of Lebanon, 

Myrrh, aloes, with all the finest 
spices; 

A fountain of gardens, 

A well of living and rushing water 
from Lebanon. 


heart; | a The Bride > 
You have ravished my heart with one l6 Awake, O north wind, 

look from your eyes, And come, O south wind: 
With one jewel of your necklace t Blow through my garden 


\0 My sister, my bride, 


l And let my spices flow out. 
How beautiful are your breasts. 


Let my beloved come to his garden 


How much more beautiful are your And eat of its fruits t 
breasts than wine, 
And the fragrance of your garments -æ The Groom 7- | 
than all the spices.t 5 I came into my garden, O my sister, my 
‘| Your lips, my bride, drip as the ! bride; - 
honeycomb; I haryested my myrrh with my 
Honey and milk are under your spices; Pets 
tongue; i ate my bread with my honey 


And the fragrance of vour garmenis 


Se SS ee eee oe ee 


And drank my wine with my milk. 








4:5 The breasts symbolize both the beauty of Solomon’s bride and the beauty of Christ's Church. 
4:6 The dawning of the eternal day of the Lord will mean that the shadows of sin and death will de- 
part from us forever (see Rev 21:3-5). The mountain of myrrh is likely a reference to the fragrance of 
God's eternal Kingdom and the presence there of holy incense (Rev 8:3, 4). 

4:7 The Bridegroom calls his chosen Bride beautiful.and also extols her virtues, saying that she is with- 
out blemish, as emphasized by St. Paul (Eph 5:26, 27). ae aps 

4:8 The bride from Lebanon reminds us the Church is not only for Jews. Senir and Hermon are the 
ridges of Judea and Cilicia, known to be the dwelling places of wild beasts and predators, including 
lions and leopards—which, according to St. Gregory the Dialogist, are symbols of demons. Thus, we 
serve Christ in a fallen world. | | 7 

4:9 As Solomon was taken with his bride, so Christ is ravished or wounded in His heart by His love for 
the Church. His calling His Bride sister means Christ is our brother (Heb 2:1 1), reminding us that He as- 
sumed our humanity in His Incarnation. TEN 

4:10 The garments of the Church, and therefore of the saints, are her righteous deeds (Rev 19:8, 14), 
better than all spices, for they fill the world with the fragrance of Christ Himself (2Co 2:14, 15). | 
4:11 Milk signifies teachings acceptable for children and immature Christians (Heb 5:12). Honey signi- 
fies wisdom (Pr 24:13), food for the mature believer. | 
4:12-15 In this passage, the bride is called a garden, which speaks of (1) the beauty of the plants and 
the fountain and (2) the fragrance of the fruit. The living and rushing water (v. 15) is a phrase used by 
Jesus (Jn 7:38), speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit in believers. St. Gregory of Nyssa, in urging Chris- 
tlans to seek out godly leaders, quotes 4:12: “But, employing the lamp of the Spirit for the search, you 
should, as far as is possible, seek for 'a garden enclosed, a fountain sealed.” 


4:16 The wind being called upon to blow upon the garden can be likened to the Holy Spirit, the strong 
wind that blew on the Apostles beginning in the upper room (Acts 2:2). | 
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SONG OF SONGS 5:2 


O friends, eat and drink, 
And O brothers, drink abundantly.t 


an The Bride m 
2 I sleep, but my heart keeps watch; 
The voice of my beloved—he knocks 
at the door! 
“Open to me, my sister, my 
companion, NG 
My dove, my perfect one; 
For my head is wet with dew, | 
And my locks of hair with the drops of 
the night."t - ee | 
3 | have taken off my tunic; how can I 
put it back on? pie 
I have washed my feet; how can I dirty 
them?t : 
4 My beloved put his hand by the 
opening of the door, 
And my heart was stirred by him. . 
5 | arose to open to. my beloved; 
My hands dripped with myrrh, 
My fingers with choice myrrh, 
Upon the handles of the door.t 
6 [opened it for my beloved, : E 
But my beloved had passed by. Chosen from countless thousandst 
My soul went after him because of his His head is like refined gold; _ 
word, | His locks of hair are shiny and — 
And I sought him, but did not find him; | black, | | | 








I called him, but he di 5 N 
| sent id not answer pi 
The watchmen who encircled. | 
found me. pe the oly : 
They eats one wounded me, 
The guards of the walls removea 
veil,t moved ty 
I implore you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, ` a ie 
By the hosts and powers of the fielq 
If you find my beloved, what shout | 
you tell him? | | 
That I am wounded with love. ) 


æ Companions =, 
What is your beloved more than — 
another beloved, 3 
My beautiful one among women? 
What is your beloved more than 
another beloved, = oo o a 
That you implore us? | 


œ. The Bride .= 


My beloved is a shining and fiery. 
light, | N 











5:1 Milk and honey together signified the overabundance of delights in the Promised Land (Ex 3:8 17 | 
13:5; 33:3; Lv 20:24; Jos 5:6; Jer 11:5, 29:22: Ezk 20:6; 15), but bread and wine comprise the image of the 
marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9), the Holy Eucharist. In the Church, friends and brothers are in- 
vited to eat and drink. Bia kat ft: SE 
5:2 The Bridegroom knocks at the door of the heart when He says, “Behold, | stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and dine with him, and he 
with Me” (Rev 3:20). Although omnipotent, like a gentle and unyielding lover the Lord enters only 
Hs eee "If they open to Him, He enters in, but if they delay and will not, He departs from then 
tnanG). | , 2 en 
5:3 The Lord washed the feet of His disciples (Jn 13:5) after they returned from preaching, showing 
that even the greatest saints cannot keep completely free of sin without His help Un 15:5). 7 
5:5 The Bride arose to open the door for her beloved. This is a powerful image of the Church working 
together with God to do His will. St. Paul is bold to say, “We are God's fellow workers” (see text and 
notes, 1Co 3:9). | wate | p 
5:6 |. . . did not find him is a solemn reminder that our Bridegroom cannot be found ùnless He choos 
to reveal Himself (see Mt 16:15-17). A cah | ae 
5:7 The apostles and preachers of the faith are the guards of the walls, the keepers of the New 
Jerusalem. They guard the Church by the true teaching of the doctrine of Christ and protect the a% | 
from charlatans, Christ-peddlers, heretics, and schismatics. The veil remains on those who know on ft 
Mosaic Law (2Co 3:14-18), a 
5:10-16 In the richness of poetic language, the bride extols the beauty and grace of her beloved. AP 
plying these words to Christ, the Bridegroom of the Church, we see that He is: (1) a shining. . ligt | 
(v. 10), “the light of the world” (Jn 8:12); (2) chosen from countless thousands (v.10): “Therefore: Pa 
ples shall give thanks to you / Forever and unto ages of ages" (Ps 44:18): (3) like refined gold (V. Me 
“on His head a golden crown” (Rev 14:14); (4) seen with eyes... like... doves (v. 12): “The eyes of “J 
Lord are in every place” (Pr 15:3); (5) revealed with glorious cheeks and lips (v. 13): “His voice as i 
sound of many waters” (Rev 1:15); (6) beautiful in hands and stomach (v. 14): “Then Jesus put out | 
hand and touched him” (Mt 8:3); (7) strong of legs and feet (v. 15): “His feet were like fine bras 
(Rev 1:15); (8) altogether desirable (v, 16), “more beautiful than the sons of men” (Ps 44:3). | 











————— 





2 His eyes are like those of doves 
Sitting by pools of water, 
Having eyes bathed in milk and fitly 
set. 
is His cheeks are like bowls of spices 
Pouring forth perfumes. 
His lips are lilies dripping choice 
myrrh. | 
u His hands are like elaborate gold 
Set with precious stones. 
His stomach is like an ivory tablet 
Inlaid with sapphire stones. 
is His legs are like pillars of marble 
Established on golden feet. — 
His appearance is like Lebanon, 
Choice as the cedar trees. : 
i6 His mouth is most sweet and 
altogether desirable. 
This is my beloved, my companion 
O daughters of Jerusalem! 


‘ Like a raven’s feathers | 


L] 


sa Companions 7 
6 Where has your beloved: gone, 
You beautiful one among women? 
Where has your beloved turned his 
attention? : 
For we will seek him with you.t 


= The Brides? 
My beloved has gone down to his 
garden, 
To the:beds of spice, 
To shepherd his sheep inthe — 
gardens Fea 
And to gather lilies.t 


ta 


* lam my beloved’s, and my beloved is 


mine, anion 
He who shepherds his sheep among 
the lilies. 








|1 





You are beautiful, my companion, 


You are my good pleasure; © 


You are as beautiful as Jerusalem; 

You are as awesome as an army set in 
array. | 

Turn away your eyes from before me, 

For they have ravished me. 

Your hair is like flocks of goats 

Coming down from Gilead.t 

Your teeth are as flocks of sheep 

That are sheared, 

Which came up from the washing. 

All of them bear twins, - 

And none among them is barren. 

Your lips are like scarlet thread, — 

And your manner of speech is lovely. 

Your cheeks outside your veil 

Are like the rind of a pomegranate. 

There are sixty queens _ | 

And eighty concubines, 

And maidens without number.t 

My dove, my perfect one is the only 
one; 

And she is the only one of her mother, 

The choice of the one who bore her. 

The daughters saw her > 

And considered her blessed. 

The queens and the concubines will 

__also praise her. e 

Who is she who looks forth as the 
early morning, AN 

Beautiful as the moon, 

Choice as the sun, csi 

Awesome as armies set in array?t _ 


em Bride 35 nol 3 


T went down -to the orchard of nut 


trees. 


To see the fruits of the valley, 
To see if the vineyard had blossomed . 





6:1 The daughters of Jerusalem, the companions, now inquire where they can find such.a Bridegroom. 


Those who are wise still seek him. 
6:2 His garden is the Church. 


6:5 The Bridegroom warns His Bride against trying'to 


(Is 6:2), 


! somehow see His Divine Essence, for no one shall 
see Him and live (Ex 33:20). The angels, even the mighty seraphim, veil their faces before His glory 


6:8, 9 There is little patristic commentary on this passage. The queens appear to represent the souls of 
those who reign with Christ through their watchfulness and their evangelical way of life. The concu- 
bines may give praise to the bride (v. 9) but expend their energy on worldly attachments. Both the 
queens and concubines approach the King’s throne, but only the queens rule with Him. Seeing the 
Church as mother (v. 9), St. Cyprian of Carthage writes, if one “resists and withstands the Church, can he 
till be confident that he is in the Church?’ Despite the multiplication of religious sects, each offering its 
own brand of revelation, salvation, or enlightenment, there is but one Bride of Christ. 

6:10 The Bride, the Church, is beautiful as the moon because she is illumined by the Sun of Righteous- 


ness (Mal 3:20) and reflects the light of His glory). 





SONG OF SONGS 6:12 EERS 
ri Your head crowns you like Carm œ~ 


And if the pomegranates had put forth 








blossoms. And the locks of your hair are ike a 
There I will give my breasts to you:t purple garment. ie: 
12 My soul did not know it. The king is held captive by your 
It made me as the chariots of curls. | 
Amminadab. How beautiful and how sweet VOU se 
miN O love, âre 
“n Companions With your delights! 
7 Return, return, O Shulamite; | This greatness of yours is like the 
Return, return, and we will look at you. palm tree, 
id your breasts like ¢ : 
~n The Groom And BE a a Cluster of 


What will you see in the Shulamite, 


I said, “I will climb up the palm. 
She who comes as the troops of > palm tree 


And grasp hold of its high branches 


armies?t cheer Indeed your breasts shall be like | 
2 Why at feet beautiful in your clusters of the vine, 
Sandals, 


And the fragrance of your nose like 
apples, | 

And your mouth like a good wine 

That goes down smoothly for my 
beloved, 

Fit for my lips and teeth. 


æ. The Bride «= 


I am my beloved’s 
And his desire is towards me.t 
Come, my beloved, let us go forth into 


O daughter of Nadab? 
The curves of your thighs are like 
small necklaces, 

The work of a skilled craftsman.t 

3 Your navel is like an elaborate bow], 
Not lacking mixed wine. 
Your stomach is like a heap of wheat 
Set about with lilies. 

4 Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
The twins of a gazelle. 





5 Your neck is like a tower of ivory, | the field; 
And your eyes are like pools in | Let us lodge in the villages;t 
Heshbon 


By the gates of a daughter of many. 

Your nose is like the tower of Let us see if the vine has flowered, 
Lebanon | | If the blossoms have appeared, 

Pointing towards Damascus. | If the pomegranates have blossomed. 


13 Let us rise early in the morning in the | 
| vineyards; 
| 


or es — Te E r 


6:11 Here, the Bride goes down to the orchard when she inspects the fruits that grow there, an actor 
self-examination. The Church is called to examine her spiritual progress, watching for those who stil 
need assistance in bringing forth virtue (see 2Co 13:5). On the subject of married love, King Solomon 
wrote concerning one’s wife, “Rejoice together with the wife of your youth” (Pr 5:18). The wife gives 
her body to her husband, and he gives himself to her (1Co 7:4). This is a powerful picture of our int 
macy with God at the Holy Eucharist, for marriage is an icon of the Church (Eph 5:25-28). 
7:1 Shulamite means “peace,” the feminine form of Solomon. The Church, replete with Gentiles of 
every nation, beckons with fervor the Shulamite, who represents the Jewish people, and calls her to 
return to the knowledge of her Redeemer (see Rom 11:28, 29). 
7:2-10 Just as the Bride praised the beauty of the Bridegroom (5:10-16), so here the Bridegroom extos 
the beauty of the Bride. The beauty of her feet (v. 2) calls to mind the beauty of the feet of those who. 
preach the gospel of peace (Is 52:7; Rom 10:15). The nose (v. 5) is the organ of scent, the most disci” 
nating of the senses and the one most closely linked to memory. This discernment forms a part of thè 
living memory of the Church. The king is taken with the head and the hair of his bride (v. 6), and also 
with her stature and her breasts (v. 8). St. Paul teaches that “Christ also loved the church and gave!” 
self for her” (Eph 5:25). At the marriage of Cana, Jesus saved the good wine (v. 10) until last Un 2:10 
a of igs things are symbolic of the love between husband and wife or between Christ and the 
urch. 


7:11 This is a paraphrase/repeat of 2:16 and 6:3, The Bride again declares her full devotion to the Bride 
groom and no other. | oe 


7:12-14 The Bride beckons the Bridegroom that they may go forth together into the field. Jesu 
taught, “The field is the world” (Mt 13:38). This, together with words like villages (v. 12), rise & 


(v. 13), the vine has flowered (v. 13), aroma (v. 14) and fruits . .. new and old (v..14), suggests 4 
prophetic description of evangelism by the apostles and the Church. | 















aroma, 
And fruits of all kinds, new and old, 
Are at our doors. 
O my beloved, I have kept them for 
you. | 


- Who would have granted you, my 
g brother, 
To nurse at my mother’s breasts? 
| would have found you outside; 
| would have kissed you, 
And no one would despise me.t 
Then I would take you along 
And lead you to my mother’s house, 
Into the chamber of her who i 
conceived me; 
[would give you spiced wine to 
drink, i 
The juice of my pomegranates.t 
3 His left hand would be under my 
head, 
And ee hand would embrace 
me. 
4 Jimplore you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
By the hosts and powers of the field, 
Do not rouse nor wake my love 
Until he wishes.t 


t3 


SS a a a 


SONG OF SONGS 8:9 


E Companions IP 
Who is she who comes up, is made 


white, 
And leans on her beloved? 


s, The Groom > 


Under an apple tree I raised you up. 

There your mother travailed in labor 
for you; | 

There she who travailed in labor for 

| you 

Gave you birth.t 

Set me as a Seal upon your heart, 

As a seal upon your arm; 

For love is as strong as death, ` 

Jealousy as cruel as Hades. 

Her sparks are sparks of fire, 

Even the flames thereof.t 





Much water will not be able to quench 


love, 


Nor will rivers drown it, 


If a man should give all his 
possessions for love, 
Men. would utterly despise them.t 


` Companions - 
Our sister is small and has no breasts; 
What will we do for our sister 
In the day when she is spoken for?t 
If she is a wall, let us build silver 
battlements upon her; 


8:1 Some Orthodox commentators see the Bride calling the Bridegroom a brother who could nurse at 
my mother’s breasts as a veiled reference to the Incarnation of the Son of God. For the Lord addressed 
His followers, saying, “Here are My mother and My brothers” (Mk 3:34). St. Athanasius, in his Paschal 
Letter of 329, writes concerning 8:1, “The God of all, the Maker of times and seasons, who knows our 
affairs better than we do . . . so also does He send [Christ] not unseasonably, but seasonably.” St. Paul 
teaches that Christ came in “the fullness of the time” (Gal 4:4). 

8:2 My mother’s house is symbolic of the “house of the Lord” (Ps 22:6). God’s house has “many man- 
sions” or dwellings (Jn 14:2), and these chambers are the intended home of all humanity. In the spiced 
wine we see in mystery the mixed wine consecrated in the Eucharist. 


8:3 See note at 2:6. 
8:4 See note at 2:7. 


8:5 Jesus told His disciples, “the fields . . . are already white for harvest” (Jn 4:35), a picture of the Gen- 
tile Church. St. Ambrose supports this understanding, seeing she who comes up as “the Church; for 
Solomon chose her, whose hidden love he had discerned.” Further, he sees the mother as “Mary, whose 


soul God pierces and divides” (see Lk 2:35). 


8:6 “Christ is the seal . . . in the heart that we may always love Him, and a seal on the arm, that we 
may always do His work. Therefore let His image shine forth in our profession of faith, let it shine forth 
'^ our love, let it shine forth in our works and deeds so that, if it is possible, all His beauty may be rep- 
“sented in us... . Christ is our love . . . since [love] has offered itself to death for transgressions” 


(AmbM). 


8:7 Storms, water, and surging rivers cannot quench “the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 


Rom 8:38, 39) 


‘8 The companions are concerned for their little sister, who has no breasts—she is immature. Yet one 


$ j - : 
mall in number but with potential for growth. 


teach 


8 
day she will be spoken for in marriage. This is perhaps a picture of the fledgling Gentile Church, initially 
ay wth. Interestingly, throughout the twenty-five years of the 

°F the Apostles (av 33-58), many Gentiles came to the Church, but nowhere do they yet preach or 





SONG OF SONGS 8:10 892 s mca 
And if she is a door, let us carve cedar O Solomon, you shall have ą th a 
panels for her.! And those who keep its fruit, twee! i, 
hundred. vu a 

m The Groom s, 
You who dwell in the gardens, 





om The Bride = 
10 | ama wall, and my breasts are as i3 


towers; TF } 
I was in his eyes as one who found The A A SET give heed to your 
eace. 
n Solomon had a vineyard in Baal Cause me to hear.’ 
Hamon; c. The Bride m 
He entrusted his vineyard to keepers. | '!4 Escape, my beloved, and be like f 
A man was to bring a thousand silver gazelle : 
coins for its fruit.t Or the fawn of a deer 
12. My vineyard before me is mine; On the mountains of spices. 





8:9, 10 The wall is the bride, the Church, and Ambrose also sees it as the believer's soul. In either, 
the goal is to build upon what is there. The Lord calls Himself a door (Jn 10:9), for we cannot enter the 
Kingdom of heaven but through Him (Jn 14:6). Neither can we know Him fully apart from the Churg 
hence the Bride is herself likened to a door. Cedar panels are both aromatic and pleasing to the sight. 
8:11, 12 The location of Baal Hamon is unknown, a hidden mystery. The Lord’s vineyard is likewise 4 
mystery to the world, though present everywhere. The keepers are the Holy Apostles and those whg 
follow them. My vineyard reminds us that the Church belongs first to Christ, though both leaders 
(Solomon) and faithful together keep its fruit. an. 
8:13, 14 The conversation between Bridegroom and Bride is coming to a close. The Bridegroom speaks 
across time and space to those who dwell in the gardens of the Church to give heed to her voice. Man 


see escape, my beloved as a prophetic encouragement of the Ascension, after which Christ will come _ 
again to receive us to Himself (Jn 14:3). 



















At ithtor—An unknown ma, EN, of. me larger Greek community of 
Alexandria, Egypt. - ar ia | 7 


ee BC. 

: Maj or TT LEMES The greatness of Wisdom, The Wisdom of EHSL was 

\ written to offer edification to a Jewish community during times of political, 
military, and religious upheaval. Its aim was to encourage the Jews to be 
faithful to their covenant with God. The work was also intended to attract 
pagans and apostate Jews back to Judaism. 





Bac kground Out 1d—The'content of this rich theological work has prepared for 

Cae deeply influenced the Church’s teachings on the Incarnation of Christ, 
as well as its understanding of God, salvation, and the nature of the Church 
itself. The Wisdom of Solomon is frequently found in the Old Testament 
readings of the Church lectionary, especially during Holy Week. This ‘inspired 
writing was used’ in the early Church to further instruct those most recently 
baptized. Chronologically, it was the last book written in the Old Testament 
Canon, and it serves.as a bridge to the New Testament in terms of theology 
and preparation for i the Advent of Christ, — | 

















-Outline situs aSa | aane | 
Si Wisdom Batons Eternal Lite (1: ay 21) | III, Wisdom Guides God’s Chosen People 
II. The Nature and Power of Wisdom and | | during the Exodus (11:1—19:22) 
King Solomon's Pursuit of Her abr See ) iS 
(6:22—10:21) i oes 
ya ae SSS Se a ia LDL DLE LD EDDIE NE ETE 
~ Seek the Lord -7 | And Wher His power examines 
Love righteousness, you who judge on someone, 
the earth — It convicts the ECCONE a l 
Think about the Lord in goodness 4 For wisdom will not enter the soul that 
A And seek Him with sincerity of heart;t plots evil, 
Because He is found by those who do Nor will it dwell in a body involved i in 
not tempt Him, sin.t 
And He is manifest to those who do |° Fora holy spirit of discipline flees 
not disbelieve Him. — aj > from deceit 
For dishonest reasoning separates -< And sends away undiscerning 
people from God, gi reasoning; 


Bh ‘1, 2 Jesus promised, “Seek, and you will find” (Mt 7:7), just as is promised here. | ; 
4 According to St. Paul, Christ is “the wisdom of God” (1Co 1:24). 





WISDOM OF SOLOMON L:6__ miacalcin 


It will put wrongdoing to shame when For | there was no poison 7 death ~ 
it comes near.! | them, | 


ye. Nor was the reign of Hades on the 
«u God Examines Our Actions => | earth. le 
6 For wisdom is a spirit that loves | 15 For righteousness does not die 


mankind, 
But she will punish a blasphemer 
because of his words; 
For God is the witness of his thoughts, 
The true examiner of his heart, and 
the hearer of his tongue; 
Because the Spirit of the Lord fills the 
world, 
And He who holds all Cee together 
knows what is said.t 
8 Therefore no one who speaks 
unrighteous things 
Will escape notice, 
Nor will justice, when it 
cross-examines, pass him by. 
9 For there shall be a close 


their words and works; 
Although they thought death would 

a friend, they were dissolved dhe 
For they made a covenant with de 
Since they were deserving to share j 

in common. 


=J 


=% An Ungodly View of Life >, 


9, For they said among themselves, aş 
they reasoned incorrectly: 
“Our life is short and painful, 
And there is no cure for the death gf, | 
man; 
For no one has been known to return 
from Hades;t 








examination 2 Because we were born by chance, 
Into the deliberations of an ungodly And after this we shall be as though 
man, | 1 we never existed; 
And a report of his words will come to. For the breath in our nostrils is smoke 
the Lord And our speech is the spark kindled 
As proof of his lawlessness; by the beating of our heart. 
10. For the zealous ear hears all things, 3 When the’spark is extinguished, our 
And the noise of murmuring is not body will turn to ashes; 
_ hidden. Share And our breath will disperse like 
1! Therefore keep yourself from useless empty air. 
a cna ee ICL ae tenu 4 Then our name will be [Oreo 
And refrain your tongue from evii | duetime, 
speech; | And no one will remember our works; 


For no secret word will go unpunished, | 


And a lying mouth will destroy one’s So our life will pass away like the 


trace of a cloud 


sou And be scattered like fog, — 
= God Made Life, Not Death .= Driven away by the rays of the sun 
12 Do not be zealous for death by the And oppressed by its heat. — | 
deceit of your life, 15 For our appointed time is the passing 
Nor bring destruction upon yourself | of a shadow, 
by the works of your hands. And there is no return from our death: 
13 For God did not make death, Because it is sealed up, no one can 
Neither does He have pleasure over » turn back. 
the destruction of the living:t 6 Come, therefore, and let us enjoy thè 
14 For He created all things that they good things that exist, = — 
might exist, And make the most of creation as 
-~ And the generations of the world so | quickly as possible, — 


they might be preserved; 





AS we did in our youth 





1:5 A spirit of discipline brings with it honesty, discernment aa ARET LS, 

1:7 This passage brings to mind the prayer, “O Heavenly King,” in which we confess, “the spit of 
Truth . . . is everywhere present and fills all things.” 

1:13, 14 God intends for man to have eternal life. Evil and death are not of God’s making (see 

Jam 1:12-18). 

2:1-11 This worldview of the ungodly has not changed markedly in the un 3000 years wa nae | 


passed since these lines were penned. Compare Lk 12:16-21. 


të But the ungodly summoned death by ) 






PP OE Ps of 









WISDOM OF SOLOMON 3:7 








eth us 3 be ‘filled withe expensive wine 
and perfumes, 
And let no flower of springtime pass 
us by. 
Let us crown ourselves with rosebuds 
Before they wither away. 
Let none of us fail to share i in our 


For if the righteous man is a son of 
God, He will help him; 
And deliver him from the hand of 
those who oppose him.t 
Let us test him with insult and torture 
That we may know his gentleness 
And test his patient endurance. 


arrogance. Let us condemn him to a shameful 
Let us leave signs of our gladness death, 
everywhere, For there shall be a visitation because 
Because this is our portion, and this is of his words.” ) 
our lot. | | 
o Let us oppress the righteous poor So they reasoned these things 
man; And were led astray, 


Let us not spare a widow, 


For their malice blinded them. 
Nor respect the aged gr ay hair of an 


But they did not know the mysteries of 


old man. God, 
u Let our might be our law of Nor hope for the wages of holiness, 
righteousness, ) Nor judge the reward of blameless 
For what is weak is shown to be souls. | 
useless. For God created man for immortality 


And made him an image of His own 
eternity. 

But death entered the world by the 
envy of the devil, 

And those of his portion tempt it. 


~ Hatred of the Righteous ~ 
“Let us lie in ambush for the righteous 
man, 
Because he is useless to us and 
opposes our deeds: 
He denounces us for our sins against 


— 
Pro 


< The Hope of the Righteous => 


the law But the souls of the righteous are in 
And accuses us of sins against our the hand of God, i 
| upbringing.t | | And no torture will ever touch them.t 
3 He claims to have kn: wledge of God, |? In the eyes of the undiscerning they 
And he calls himself a child-of the seemed to have died, _- 
Lord. , _ And their departure was considered to 
` # He has become for.us as a refutation be misfortune, 
of our purposes: 3 And their passage from. us. to. be. their 
Even seeing him is a burden to us; | destruction; .- 


Because his life is unlike that of But they are at peace. 


others; |4 For though in man’s view they \ were 
For his paths go in a different | punished; 
direction. Their hope is full of immortality. 


We are considered by him as.a hybrid, 

And he avoids our ways as something 
immoral. ? 

He considers the last things of the 
righteous as blessed 

And pretends that God is his Father. 


».. Though chastened in:a few things, 
Great kindness will be shown them, 
For God tested them and found them 

| worthy of Himself. 

6 He tested them like gold in a furnace 
And accepted them as.a whole burnt 





Let us see if his -words are true, offering, 
d let us put these last things tothe. |7 Inthe time of their visitation they will 
test at the end of his life. Shine forth, | 






212-2 
life of 
: aa SDH Mt 27:43. | 

IE 3 The question, “Why do the just suffer? is answered in this sectioni| 

117-48 “9 The pened sees the lives of the martyrs reflected in these verses. See also Dt 33:3; Job 12:10; 


rcargd church fathers see this passage ọn disdain for the righteous man as being fulfilled i in the 











a Children of the Ungodly n œ 
But the children of adultererg Re 
reach maturity, all ny | 
And the seed of a lawless bed en... | 
perish. ed shal 
For even if they live a long time 
They shall be considered as noth 
And in the end their old age Will be 
accounted a dishonor. | 
But if they should die young, they 
would have no hope 
Nor consolation in the day of q 
For the end of an unrighteous 
generation is grievous. 





rks 


And they will run about like spa 
through straw. 
8 They will judge nations and rule over 
peoples, 
And the Lord shall reign over them 
unto the ages. 
9 Those who trust in Him will 
understand truth, 
And the faithful shall continue with 
Him in love, | 
Because grace and mercy are upon His 
elect.t 


a The Plight of the Ungodly .= 


10 But the ungodly shall experience 
The punishment they themselves 





ecísiy 


n When Virtue Is Present s, 


plotted, Childlessness with virtue is better 
They who rejected the righteous this, Petter thay 
man 


For immortality is in its memory 


And rebelled against the Lord.t Because it is known both by God ang 


1 For whoever despises wisdom and by man.t 
instruction is miserable, | When virtue is present, pe 
And their hope is vain, their labors are | imitate it, ini opi 
useless, d when it goes awa 
And their works are worthless. An for it. : y 


12 Their wives are foolish, 
And their children are evil, their 
existence accursed. 


Throughout one’s lifetime, 

Virtue leads the struggle for undefiled 
prizes, : 

Wearing a crown and conquering 

But the prolific multitude of the 
ungodly are useful to no one, 


-= The Blessing of Virtue «= 
13 Blessed is the undefiled barren 





woman 

Who has not known sextial And none of their illegitimate 
promiscuity; seedlings will grow a deep root 

She shall have fruit in the visitation of Or establish a sure footing. = 
souls.? For although they may flourish in their 





14° Blessed also'is the eunuch who has branches for a time, g 
done no lawless deed, Yet without a sure footing they willbe 
Nor thought evil things against the shaken by the wind 


Lord; And uprooted by the force of the 
For a chosen grace of faith will be | winds. i 
given to him, 5 Their twigs shall be broken off befor 
And a delightful portion in the temple they reach maturity, 
of the Lord. And their fruit will be useless, 
15 For the fruit of good labors is of good Not ripe for eating or good for 
report, anything. The 
And the root of discernment is 6 For children born from lawless 
infallible. unions 





3:9 Truth, love, grace and mercy are fulfilled in Christ and in His faithful in the Church. 
3:10-12 Tragically, the ungodly do not jeopardize only their own salvation, but their wives and chit | 
dren are affected as well. See also 3:16-19; 4:6. gO 
3:13 A touching promise for the single woman and for married couples that cannot have children: 
4:1 Virtue, more than anything else, attracts the gift of immortality, The Church sees in this ver 
commentary on the splendor of virginity and the worthiness of the monastic calling. The seven pS 
itus are humility, liberality, chastity, mildness, temperance, happiness, and diligence. See also 
ts 24:16. | 


4:2 See 1Co 11:1; Heb 6:12. | 





Are witnesses of evil against their 
parents 
In their close examination.t 
7 But though a righteous man may die 
before his time, 
He shall be at rest. 
s For old age is not honored for its 
length of existence, 
Nor measured by its number of 
years; 
9 But discernment is gray hair for 
mankind, 
And a spotless life is the maturity of 
old age. 


-. The Righteous Enoch SP 


There was once a man pleasing to God - 
and loved by Him, 

And while living among sinners he 
was taken up.t 

He was caught up lest evil change his 
understanding 

Or deceit deceive his soul. 

2 For envy arising from lack of 
judgment obscures what is good, 

And a whirling of desire undermines 
an innocent heart. 

He was made perfect, 

For in a short time he fulfilled long 
years, 

For his soul was pleasing:to the Lord: 

Therefore, He took him early from the 
midst of evii. 

Yet peoples saw this 
understand, 

Nor take such a thing to heart, | 

That the Lord’s grace and mercy are | 
with His elect 

And that He watches over His holy 
ones. 





but did not 


=~. A Study in Contrasts => 
But a righteous man who is dead 
Shall condemn the ungodly who are 
living, 
And a youth who is quickly perfected 
Shall condemn the ripe old age of a 
wrongdoer. 


4:6 See note at 3:10-12. 
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WISDOM OF SOLOMON 5:6 
7 For they will see the end of the wise 
man, 
But will not understand what the Lord 
purposed for him 
Or why He kept him safe.t 
& They will see and despise him, 
But the Lord will laugh them to scorn. 
After this they shall be dead without 
honor 
And an insult among the dead 
continually, 
Because He will dash them headlong 
and speechless to the ground 
And shake them from the foundations. 
They shall be left dry and barren to 
the very end; 
They shall be in pain, 
And their memory shall perish. 
They will come with dread 
In the day of reckoning for their sins, 
And their lawless deeds will convict 
them to their face.t 





— Then the righteous man will stand with 

confidence 

In the presence of those who afflict 
him; 

And those who reject his labors, 

When they see him, will be shaken 
with dreadful fear; | 

And they shall be amazed at his 
unexpected salvation. | 

They will speak among themselves 
with regret, 

And in anguish of spirit they will 

‘groan and Say, 
“This is the man whom we fools once 

held in derision 

And made a byword of disgrace. 

We considered his life to be madness 

And his death as without honor. — 

How has he been numbered among 
the sons of God? 

And how is his portion among the 
saints?t 

Therefore we went astray 


from the 
way of truth, | 


4:10-15 Though he is not named in this passage, this is a specific reference to Enoch, who was taken 

up to be with the Lord and made perfect (Gn 5:18-24). 

ee Pats theme in this book is that the ungodly do not understand the ways of the wise (see 

4:20 The day of reckoning is the final judgment, when the unjust will see their lawless deeds. 

5:5, 6 The way of truth refers to the path of wisdom exemplified in the lives of the sons of God, the 

me Like Judas, the ungodly havea sense of regret but not repentance as they face judgment, a 
eme that continues through 5:14. bid 






WISDOM OF SOLOMON 5° 


For the light of righteousness did not 
shine on us, 
And the sun did not rise upon us. 
7 We were satisfied with the paths of 








5 But the righteous live forever, 2 ~ 
And their reward is with the Eom, | 
And their care is by the Most Hi a 


Therefore they shall receive a tc, 


os 


lawlessness, dwelling of dignity ney | 
And we traveled thr ough impassable And a crown of beauty from the ba 

deserts; - of the Lord, and 
But the way of the Lord we have not Because He will shelter them with 

known. right hand ty 


And protect them with His ang: 

€17 He will take His zeal as His full a 
And will turn His creation into “™ 
weapons against His Enemies + 

He will wear righteousness as a 


8 What has arrogance profited us? 
And how has our wealth with its false 
pretension helped us? 


Go 


9 “All those things have passed by like a 


shadow breastplate 
And like news that escapes notice: And Heh wh impartial judgment as 
elme 


10 Like a ship that passes through the 
waves of water, 
Which after passing through, no trace 
can be found, 
Nor the pathway of its keel in the 


— 


9 He will take holiness as an 
unconquerable shield- 
20 And sharpen His relentless wrath for 
sword; 
And creation will fight with Him 


waves; 
u Or like a bird. when it flies through against the senseless. 
= he ie OWAD T oe 2! Well-aimed flashes of lightning will 


strike 
And leap to their object as froma 
well-drawn bow of clouds: 


No proof of its iourney is found; 
And the light air, whipped by the 


beating of its pinions | 
And divided by the force of its rushing “And acre oe full of angera ia 
motion i 
| rt Led pisces te | As from an engine of war: BOY 
Is traveled through wy the movement | 
of its wings, : | The wae ot ae sea will be vexed 
But after this no sit- of ais approach is | 
found therein: And ae will wasp over them 


i2 Or like an arrow, when it is shot at an A powerful wind will oppose nthe 


object, 
The divided air immediately comes Ang DE ora it will winnow them 
REINO | Lawlessness will lay waste all the 
So that no one knows its pateway. eaten 


l3 Thus we. also, after we are born, come 
to an end, 
Yet have no sign of virtue to show, 
But have been entirely consumed in 
our vice.” 


And wrongdoing will vei the 
thrones of rulers. 
-®. To Kings and Rulers => 
Listen therefore, O kings, and 


14 Because the hope of the ungodly man understand: 

Is like dust carried by the wind Learn, O judges of the ends of the 

And like a light frost driven away by a earth.t | 
storm, Give ear, you that rule over A 

It is dispersed like smoke before the ~ multitudes, ~~ | 
wind, And take pride in yourself over a — 

And it passes like the remembrance of multitude of nations. the 
a guest For power was given to you from Ta 


4t. 










Who stays only one day. Lord, 


5: 5:17-20 The full armor of God ee eerie His noha attributes realized in Christ ais in those meet : 
baptized into Christ (Gal 3:27), St, Paul lists similar spiritual armor in Eph 6:11-17. 3 w 
6:1-10 A word of exhortation to kings, judges, and rulers: their source of power is from the Lord 

St. Paul agrees in Rom 13:1-6. 








10 


ș And your lordship from y 


High, | 

Who will make a careful search of 
your works ry Ait 

And examine closely your plans. 

Because as servants of His kingdom, 

You did not judge rightly; 

Neither did you keep His law, 

Nor did you walk according to the 
plan of God; 

He shall come upon you terribly and 
quickly, | 

Because severe judgment falls on 
those who govern. | 

For the least is pardoned in mercy, 

But the powerful shall'be strongly 
examined. 

For the Master of all will not shrink 
back 

From anyone's presence, 

Nor respect greatness: 

Because He Himself made both small ` 
and great, 

And cares for all alike. 

But a strict inquiry is imminent for the 
mighty. 

Therefore to you, O tyrants, my words 
are directed) | 

That you may learn wisdom and not 
fall away. 

For they will be made holy' who keep 
holy things piously, : 

And those who are taught holy things 
will find a defense:t | 

Therefore long for my words: | 

Yearn for them, and you Will’ be 
instructed. 








i 
ad 


=. Wisdom’s Radiance -= | 2 
Wisdom is radiant, and unfading 
And is easily perceived by those who 
love her; ( : 
For she is found by those who seek 24 
hert 
She comes upon those who long to 
know her beforehand. 





seek her 

Will not grow weary, _ 

For he will find her sitting at his gates. 

For to think deeply about her 

Is the perfection of discernment, 

And he who keeps watch for her 

Will soon be free from worry;* 

Because she goes about seeking those 
worthy of her, 

And she appears to them favorably in 
their paths — | 

And meets them in every thought.t 


For the beginning of wisdom 

Is a very genuine desire for 
instruction, 

And careful attention to instruction is 
the love of her.t ` 

Now this love is the keeping of her laws, 

And giving heéd to her laws is the 
assurance of incorruption: 

And incorruption brings one near to 
God. 

So desire for wisdom leads to a 
kingdom. | 


Therefore if you take pleasure in 
thrones and scepters, O tyrants, 

Honor wisdom, that you may reign 
forever. | 

I will tell you what wisdom is and how 
she came to be, . | 

And | will hide no-mysteries from you; 

But I will search her out from the 
beginning of creation 

And make her knowledge clear. 


I will not pass by- the truth, 


Nor indeed travel with envy, which 
causes one to waste away, 

Because envy will have no share in 
wisdom. | l 

But a multitude of wise men is the 
salvation of the world, 

And a prudent king is the stability of 
his people.t 


6:10 Holy things here are God's commandments and wise instruction, which are taught to the faithful. 

In the Divine Liturgy, “holy things” refers to the Body and Blood of Christ received in Holy Communion. 

6:12 Wisdom will be easily perceived and found when she is the sole desire of the heart (see-also Jam 1:5). 

6:15 Everything necessary for our salvation is contained in the perfection of discernment which is em- 

bodied in Christ (see 7:22-24), Jo | 

iy God knows our every thought and meets us when our every thought is fixed on Him (see also 
8:20; WSir 15:1). . 

6:17-20 Desire for wisdom leads from instruction to love to virtue to God's everlasting kingdom. 

ins The prudent king is fulfilled in Christ. In this light, the wise men can be seen to foreshadow His 
hurch, which brings salvation to the world. | fi! BOT PM 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON 6:25 





25 Therefore be instructed by my words, 
and you will profit. 


~% The King Is a Mere Man .@: 
Now Lalso am a mortal, the same as all 
men, 
And earthborn, a descendant of the 
first-formed man; 
For in the womb of a mother I was 
engraved as flesh.t 
In a period of ten months, I was 
constructed with blood 
From the seed of a man and the 
pleasure of marriage.t 
3 When I was born, I breathed the 
common air, 
Then fell upon the earth the same as 
all; 
And as my first sound, I cried like 
everyone else. 
4 I was nursed with care in swaddling 
cloths.t 
> Thus no king had a different 
beginning of existence, 
6 For there is one entrance into life for 
all, 
And a common departure.t 


= Solomon’s Love of Wisdom =- 


7 Therefore I prayed, and discernment 
was given to me; 
I appealed to God, and the spirit of 
wisdom came to me.t 
8 Ipreferred her to scepter and thrones, 
And regarded wealth as nothing in 
comparison to her.” 
9 Nor did J] liken her to any priceless 
stone, 
Because all gold is only a little sand in | 
her sight. 
And silver will be counted as clay 
before her. 
10 J loved her more than health and 
beauty, | 
And I chose her instead of light, 21 
Because her light is sleepless. 
l1 All good things came to me together 


io 


= 





20 


with her, taught me. 5 


7:1 The first-formed man is Adam. 


7:2 Ten months: The months of the Jewish year were four weeks long. Human gestation is forty weet 





~ And in in her hands countless We; 

I was gladdened by all of them 

Because wisdom rules them: 

But I did not know she was thei 
mother. | 

So I learned both honestly and 
ungrudgingly, 

And I do not hide her wealth, 

For it is an unfailing treasure for 
men 

Who, when they get it, obtain 
friendship with God, 

For they demonstrate her gifts that 
come from instruction. 


eath, ` 


May God grant me to speak according 


to His purpose 

And to think worthily of what I was 
given, 

For He is also the guide of wisdom 
and the corrector of the wise. 

For both we and our words are in His 
hand, 


And so are all insights and knowledge 


of handicrafts. 

For He gives me knowledge of the 
things that exist: i 

To know the truthful structure of the 
world, 

The operative power of its elementan 
principles, 


The beginning .end.andémiddie cii 


times, 

The changes-of the solstices ad the 
transitions of the seasons, 

The cycles of the year and the | 
arranging of the stars, 

The natures of animals and the 
tempers of beasts, 


The force of winds and the reasoning 


of mankind, 

The distinction of plants and the 
strength of roots, 

And to know whatever is hidden ani 
whatever is visible. 

For wisdom, the artisan of all thing 


7:4, 5 Solomon is a type of Christ, who was also born a king (see Is 9:6; Mt 2:2) yet wrapped | ins 


dling cloths (see Lk 2:7, 12). 


7:6, 7 Here is the story of salvation. Man realizes that his life has no real 


He prays and is enlightened with discernment: only God can save him. He calls on God, who $i 


dom—that is, Christ—and His Spirit. 


7:7-14 This passage is fulfilled in Christ and His Church; to which nothing earthly can stone in 
14; see Lk 12:32-34). 


son (v. 8). She is the unfailing treasure for men (v. 


purpose and will end in ag 


cones 
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in herself, wisdom is a spirit th 
rational, 

Holy, only-begotten, manifold, subtle, 
easily moved, clear, 

Undefiled, manifest, invulnerable, 
loving what is good, keen,t 

Unhindered, beneficent, man-loving, 
steadfast, unfailing, 

Free from worry, all-powerful, 
all-surveying, 

And penetrating all spirits that are 
rational, pure, and most subtle. 

For wisdom moves from one place to 
another 

More easily than motion itself, 

And because of her purity, she 
penetrates all things. 

So she is the exhalation of the power 
of God 

And the emanation of the pure glory 
of the Almighty: 

Therefore nothing defiled enters her. 





For she is the radiance of eternal light, 


A spotless mirror of the operative 
power of God 

And the image of His goodness. 

Though she is one, she ean do all things; 

So while remaining in herself. she 
renews all things: 

And in every generation, she passes 
into holy souls 

And makes them friends of God and 
prophets,t 

Thus God loves nothing as much 

As the one who livss with wisdom. 

For wisdom is more beautiful than the 
sun 

And more than every constellation of 
stars. 


Compared with light she is found to be 


superior, 
For night succeeds the light, 
But eyil cannot overcome wisdom. 





_901 


atis | 








_ WISDOM OF SOLOMON 8:8 





-™. At Home with Wisdom ~- 


Wisdom stretches out from one end of 
the earth to the other, 

And she governs all things well.t 

I loved her and sought her from my 
youth, 

And desired to take her as a bride for 
myself; 

And I became a lover of her beauty. 

She glorifies her noble birth by living 
with God, 

And the Master of all loves her. 

For she is the initiate of the knowledge 
of God | 

And one who chooses His works.t 

Now if riches are a possession to be 
desired in life, 

What is richer than wisdom, who 
works all things? 

And if discernment shows itself in 
action, | 

Who more than wisdom is its 
craftsman? 

If anyone loves righteousness, 

The products of righteousness are the 
virtues. l 

For wisdom teaches self-control, 
discernment, righteousness and 
courage, pee 

Concerning which things there is 
nothing more valuable in the life 
of man.t 

But also, if anyone longs for great 
experience, | 

She knows the things of old and 
portrays the things to come; 

She understands subtlety of words and 
the solution of riddles; | 

She has foreknowledge of signs and 
wonders | 

And the outcomes of times and 
seasons.t wie: 


7:22-30 The Fathers agree that this passage illustrates the divine attributes of Christ, who is “the image 
iv. 26] of the invisible God” (Col 1:15); One may also recognize here many of the qualities the Church 


sees In the Virgin Mary, 


who bore God the Son in her womb: From these verses we are reminded that 


through deification or becoming like God, humanity is given the capacity to share in the uncreated en- 
"gies of God—His power, purity, light, and goodness. | 
7:27 Through the wisdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, we can be made friends of God (see Jn 15:15). 

8:1, 2 The multitude said of Christ, “He has done all things well” (Mk 7:37). As Solomon loved and 
‘ought wisdom, so Christ loves and seeks His bride, the Church (see Mt 25:1-13; Eph 5:22-32). 

8:4 The mysteries of the knowledge of God are later revealed to the Apostle John (In 15:15), who is 
also called the Theologian, the Knower of God. 

8:7 Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Mt 6:33). The virtues here are 
milar to those in Gal 5:22, 23. ; : 

8:8 Wisdom brings to the believer great experience and adventure. There is a personal joy and excite- 
ment that comes from an understanding of the things of God. 





WISDOM OF SOLOMON 8:9 ____ 






9 Therefore I decided to take her to live. ‘And in the shines: trainin 


g of ther 


with me, company there is disce 
Knowing she would give me good And in the fellowship of het Word. 

counsel there is good repute — i 
And encouragement in cares and Thus I searched about that | might 

SOrrows. take her for myself, Fir- 


19 Asa child I was good by natura „n. 
received a good soul;t a and 
20 And much more, since I was g good, 
I entered an undefiled body, 
21 Yet I knew otherwise that | would 
be self-controlled | 
Unless God gave me wisdom, 
And that it was a mark of discernm 
To know whose gift she was—t 
So I entreated the Lord and besoygy, 
Him, i 
And with all my heart, I said; 


u Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom ». 


K God of our fathers and the Lord o | 
mercy, | 
| Who made all things by Your wordt 
=? And in Your wisdom built a man, 
That by You He might be the master of 
what is created, 
3 And manage the world i in holiness a 


10 Because of her I will have glory 
among the multitudes 
And honor in the presence of the 
elders, though I am young.t 
1 | will be found keen in judgment 
And be admired in the sight of rulers. 
(2. When I am silent, they will wait for me, | 
And when I speak, they will give heed 
to me; 
And when I speak longer, 
They will put their hand over their 
mouth. 
13 J] will have immortality because of her 
And will leave an eternal 
remembrance 
For those who exist after me. 
14 | shall govern peoples. 
And nations will be subject to me.t 
5 Dread tyrants shall be afraid of me 
when they hear of me; 
Among the people I will show myself 


Noy 





To be good and courageous in war. righteousness, : 
16 When I enter my house,.! shal! find And pass judgment with uprightnes 
rest with her, of soul: | > 
For association with her has no | 4 _ Give me the wisdom that sits by Your 
bitterness, throne, 
Neither. does living with her have any And do not reject me from among You 
sorrow, servants; 
But only gladness and ioy. 13 . Because [am Your servant and tthe son 
H When I considered these. things within | of Your maidservant, __ 
myself | A weak man and lasting but a short 
And thought about them in my heart, time, 
That in kinship with wisdom there is And inferior, in the understanding of 
immortality, | judgment and laws.t | 
18 And in friendship with her there is 6 For though one is perfect among the 
good pleasure, | sons of men, . 
And in the labors of her hands there is Yet if Your wisdom is absent from 
unfailing wealth, He will be regarded as nothing. 





8:10, 11 He who is Wisdom, Christ our God, found honor i in the presence of the aidan in the ol 
the young age of twelve (Lk 2:42-47). | seth 

8:14 A description of the King of kings. je rat 
8:19, 20 Orthodox theology teaches that the body is the outer covering or “tent” of the soul (2Pt' nt 
and that together they comprise the human person. The soul is inherently: good and comes into being 

at the time of conception (see Zec 12:1). | 

8:21 Wisdom is a gift from God; yet we are called to search for her diligently. ih 
9:1, 2 Word and wisdom are synonymous; both are a reference to Christ. This entire chapter ano ) 
the Incarnation of the Son of God. 

9:5 Like Solomon, Christ is God’s servant and the son of His MAKSENA Unlike Solomon, omit 
fect man and is eternal. | 

9:6 In his prayer, Solomon foresees one who is perfect arian the sons of men. 











; You chose me to be the king of Your 
people 
And to be the judge over Your sons 
and daughters. 
e You gave command to build a temple 
on Your holy mountain 
And an altar in the city of Your | 
habitation, 
A copy of Your holy tabernacle 
Which You prepared from the 
beginning.t 
9 With You is wisdom, who knows Your 
works 
And was present when You made the 
world, 
And who understands what is pleasing 
in Your sight 
And what is upright within Your 
commandments. 
10 Send her forth from Your holy heavens, 
And send her from Your glorious 
throne, 
That she might be present with me 
and labor 
And that | might know what is É 
well-pleasing to You. | 
11 For she knows and understands all | 
things, le 
And she will guide me wisely in my 
| 
| 
| 
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J 


actions 
And guard me w ith her glory. 
z Then my works shall be acceptable. 
And I will judge Your people 
righteously 
And shall be worthy ot my father's 
throne. 
8 For what man wili know the counsel of | 
God? | 
Or who will think about what the Lord 
| wills? 
4 For the reasoning of mortals is 5 
cowardly, 
And our intents are unsafe; 
5 For a corruptible body weighs down 
the soul, 






l 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON 10:5 


And this earthly tent burdens a heart 
full of thoughts.* yal 

We can barely form a conjecture of the 
things upon the earth, 

And the things at hand we find with 
toil; 

But who has searched out the things in 
the heavens? 

Who has known Your counsel, 

Unless You have given him wisdom 

And sent him Your Holy Spirit from on 
high?t 

And thus the paths of those on earth 
were made straight, 

And mankind was taught what pleases 
You; 

So they were saved by wisdom.” 


æ Wisdom in History: Adam 7 
Wisdom took care of the 
first-formed father of the world 
When he alone was created; 
And she delivered him from his 
transgression? — 
And gave him strength to rile all 
things. 


u Cain e 
But when an unrighteous man _ 
departed from her in his wrath, 
He perished in anger for alee 
his brother. 


A Noah JP 
When the earth was flooded because 
of him, 
Again wisdom saved it 
And piloted the righteous man by a 
cheap piece of wood. 


=, Abraham -= 





Also nye rove nations in Spi concord 


were confused, 
Wisdom knew the righteous man 
And preserved him blameless before 
_ God, 





9:8 As High Priest, our Lord Jesus Christ serves at Heaven S sitar in the true tabernacle after-which-the 
earthly tabernacle and temple were patterned (see Heb 8:1, 2), 
9:15 Through His death and Resurrection, Christ made the corruptible body to be immortal (see 


1Co 15:47-49), 


9:17, 18 The presence of the Holy Trinity is unveiled here, Your counsel refers to God the Father, who 
gives His Son, wisdom, and sends His Holy Spirit to reveal the knowledge of salvation to mankind. 
10:1-21 This historical overview from Adam to Moses shows the active role that the Word of God (Wis- 
dom) takes in salvation history. St. Peter records a similar history (2Pt2:4-9); Verse 21 prophesies Christ's 


Miracles (I5 35: 5, 6; Mt 11:5). 


10:1 That Wisdom delivered Adam—and Eve—from their transgression is beautifully capten in nu- 


merous Orthodox icons of the Resurrection of Christ. 








And kept him strong in the time of his 


Wisdom rescued a righteous man 


affection for his child. 
DM, Lot .~. 


When the ungodly were perishing, 

For he escaped the fire that descended 
on the five cities, 

Concerning which a testimony still 
remains: 

A barren land continually blackened 
with smoke, | 

Trees bearing fruit which does not 
ripen in season, 

And a pillar of salt standing as a 
monument 

To an unbelieving soul.t 

For since they passed by wisdom, 

They not only were injured by not 
knowing good things, 

But also left behind for the living a 
memorial of their folly, 

So they could not forget their fall. 

Wisdom rescued from troubles those 
who served her. 


16 


a Jacob = 

She guided a righteous man on 
Straight paths 

When he fled from his brother's 
wrath. 

She showed him the kingdom of God 

And gave him knowledge of holy 
things. 

She prospered him in hardships 

And increased the fruit of his labors .t 

When they dishonored him in their 
covetousness, 

She stood by him and made him 
rich. 

She protected him from his enemies, 

Kept him safe from those who plotted 
against him, 

And arbitrated a strong contest for 
him, 

So he might know that godliness is 
more powerful than anything. 
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~ Joseph m, w 
When a righteous man was sgy ~ 
Wisdom did not abandon him ee 
But delivered him from sint ’ 
She went down with him into» .. 
And she did not leave him in cha’ 
Until she brought him the Scent 
kingdom rot, 
And authority over those who 
tyrannized him, 
She showed those who blamaa.. 
be lying S, him 
And gave him everlasting glory 


| 


m. Moses a 
She delivered a holy peo 
blameless seed 
From a nation of oppressors. 
She entered the soul of a Servant of 
the Lord 5 
And opposed fearful kings with Signs 
and wonders. : 
She gave to holy men the reward of 
their labors. | 
She guided them in a marvelous way 
And became for them a shelter by — 
day 
And a flame of stars by night. 
She carried them across the Red Sez 
And led them through deep water. 
But she drowned their enemies | 
And cast them up from the depthof | 
the abyss. nee | 
Therefore the righteous stripped the 
ungodly, | 
And they sang, O Lord, to Your holy 
name 
And praised with one accord Your 
defending hand; P| 
Because wisdom opened the mouth! 
the dumb 
And made the tongues of infants | 
speak clearly. 


= Wisdom in the Wilderness © 


ple and, 


] ] Wisdom prospered their works Ù! 


the hand of a holy prophet. _ 


10:7 St. Jude chooses a similar word picture in describing apostates: “late autumn trees without frut | 
(Jude 12). The pillar of salt is a reference to Lot's unbelieving wife (Gn 19:26). 


10:10 Our lives are a combination of hardships and the successes of increased . .. fruit from our laboy 
Wisdom helps us through both, St. Paul encouraged Timothy to “endure hardship as a good solier 


Jesus Christ” (2Ti 2:3). 


10:13, 14 When Joseph was betrayed by his brothers and in a pit in Egypt, wisdom did not abandon 
him (Gn 39—45). To His righteous followers, Jesus 
(Heb 13:5). 


a 
promises, “I will never leave you nor forsakeY |, 


| | 
10:17, 20 Solomon has in mind the Song of Moses (v. 20), which is also'sung in heaven and begins ' 
“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty!" (Rev 15:3, 4). 





. They traveled through an uninhabited 


desert 

And pitched their tents in impassable 
places, 

They held their ground in wars 

And defended themselves against their 
enemies. | 

They thirsted and called upon You, 

And water was given them from a 
flinty rock, 

And a quenching of thirst from a hard 
stone;t 

For through the things by which their 
enemies were punished, 

They themselves when in need 

Had kindness shown to them. 

In place of a spring of an ever-flowing 
river, 

Troubled and defiled with blood, 

In rebuke of the decree to slay the 
infants— 

You gave them abundant water 
unexpectedly, 

Showing through their thirst at that 
time 3 

How You punished their enemies. 

For when they were tested. 

Though they were disciplined in mercy, 

They learned how the ungodly were 
tormented 

When judged in wrath.t 

For You tested them; admonishing | 
them like a father. 








But You examined the ungodly 
Like a severe King passing sentence. 
Whether present or absent, 
They were likewise consumed: 
For twofold grief possessed them 
And a groaning over the memory of all | 2; 
that happened. 
For when they heard that through 
their own punishments 
The holy people had kindness shown | 22 
to them, 
They understood it was the Lord’s 
doing. 
For they marveled at the outcome of 
the man 





exposed long before, 
For they did not thirst for godliness as 
do the righteous. 


In return for the wrongdoing of their 
senseless reasoning, 

In which they were led astray 

And worshiped irrational serpents and 
worthless animals, 

You sent upon them a multitude of 
animals in vengeance, 

So they might learn that one is punished 

By the things by which he sins. 

For Your all-powerful hand, 

Which created the world out of 
unformed matter, 

Did not lack the resource to send upon 
them 

A multitude of bears or bold lions, 

Or newly created unknown beasts full 
of anger, 

Either snorting a breath of fire 

Or scattering like chaff a thick cloud 
of smoke, 

Or flashing terrible sparks from their 
eyes. | 

Not only could their damage utterly 
destroy men, 

But their mere outward appearance 
could terrify and kill them. 

Even without these, men could fall in a 
single breath 

When they are pursued by justice 

And scattered like chaff by the breath 
of Your power; 

But You have ordered all things by 
measure, number, and weight. 


~. The God Who Loves Mankind > 


For areal power is always present with 
Ou, 

And who can oppose the might of Your 
arm? | 

Because the entire world before You 

Is like a small additional weight on 
Scales, 

And like a drop of dew early in the 

| morning 

That falls on the ground.t 


11:4-8 In the first of seven antitheses, or comparisons (see 16:1-21; 17:1 | i 

‘ Pid = 101-21; 17:1—18:4; 18:5-19; 19:1-9 
seen both to punish His enemies and to show kindness to His people by.the same means=in ous 
with sweet and defiled water (see also 11:13). The rockis a symbol of Christ (Lk 20:17; 1Co 10:4) and th 
water is symbolic of eternal life (see Jn 4:14), i ILO 10: d the 


£ 1:3—12:2 According to the Fathers 
er 


fallen away little by 


, God could destroy the world in a single breath (v. 20). But in His 


Cy and love, and recognizing the good Inherent in man at creation, God will correct those who have 


11:22 See Is 40:15. 


little (12:2), desiring their repentance (v, 23). 
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WISDOM OF SOLOMON 11:23, 9OG r a 
23 But You are merciful to all, for You can And sent wasps as forerunners gps 
en Dy 


| 


do all things; army TNO 

And You overlook the sins of men to That You might destroy them lity, , 
bring them to repentance. little. ee | 

24 For You love all the things that exist, You were not powerless to give the : 
And You detest nothing of the things ungodly ea | 


To the righteous in regular battle 

Or to destroy them by terrible wid | 
beasts s eotia nl 

Or by one severe word; | 

But judging them little by little : 

You gave them a chance for © 
repentance, 


You made; 
For You would not even make anything 
You hated.t 
25 How could anything continue to exist 
unless You willed it? 
Or how could anything be preserved 
Unless it was called into existence by 


You?t For You were not unaware that the, 
26 You spare all things, because they are generation was evil, E 
Yours. i Their vice implanted, 


And their reasoning would not change 
forever. SRI 
For they were an accursed seed from 
the beginning, bod. 
Nor did You give them amnesty for 
their sins a 
Because You feared anyone, ~ 


O Master who love human beings. 


i For Your immortal Spirit is in all 
things. 
2 For this reason You correct little by 
little those who fall away, 
And You remind and warn them of the 
sins they commit m God Our King 7 
So they may be freed from evil and For who will say, “What have You 
believe in You, O Lord.t done?” m: | 
Or who will oppose Your judgment? 
Who will bring a charge against You 
For destroying the nations You made? 





=. The Canaanites’ Vice = 
3 kor You hated the inhabitants of Your 


holy land long ago," | Or who will stand before You 
4 Because they practiced very hateful | To plead as an advocate for 
= works of sorcery and unholy rites. | unrighteous men?t 
5 These unmerciful murderers of | 13 For neither is there any god except 
children | You, 1575 DO 
Who ate sacrificial meals of human | Whose care is for all things, 
flesh and blood, |l So You may show that You do not 


These initiates in the midst of an orgy, 
6 These parents and murderers of 


‘judge unjustly; a 
Nor can any king or tyrant meet You 


§<——a 
i 
ant 


helpless children— face to face | 
You willed to destroy by the hands of Concerning those You punish. 
| our fathers, 15 You are righteous and order all thing 
7 That the land most precious of all to You | uprightly, | | 
Might be a worthy colony of the And You consider it alien to Your 
servants of God. power | | 
8 But even these You spared, since they To pass sentence on him who should : 
were men, | not be punished. | 





11:24 With His creation complete, “God saw everything He had made, and indeed, it was very good” 
(Gn 1:31). p 
11:25 In Christ “all things consist” (lit. “hold together”; Col 1:17). 

12:2 God gives us every opportunity to believe in Him. - xy yl 
12:3-11 The inhabitants of the holy land were the Canaanites, who were very unholy. Here agan: si 
12:2, the Lord could have destroyed them by one severe word (v. 9), but instead He judged them” 
by little, giving them a chance for repentance (v. 10). Jesus taught the Most High God “is kind to" — 
unthankful and evil” (Lk 6:35). : | | 3 i 
12:12-18 The Almighty God is utterly sovereign and merciful. He will not judge unjustly (v. 13: 
Gn 18:25). He rules over us with great forbearance (v. 18). MEE o 


















i6 For Your strength is the origin of 
righteousness, 
And it causes You who are the Lord of 
all to spare all, 
7 For to him who disbelieves the 
perfection of Your power, 
You show forth Your strength 
And rebuke the insolence among 
those who Know it. 
t8 But You who gain the mastery by Your 
strength 
Judge with gentleness, 
For You govern us with great 
forbearance; 
And power is present with You to use 
when You will it. 


907____ WISDOM OF SOLOMON 13:4 


24 For they went far astray on the paths 
of error, 
Taking up gods which were despised 
even among their enemies, 
Being deceived after the manner of 
foolish children. 
49 Therefore to those thoughtless 
children 
You sent Your judgment to mock them; 
2 But those who were not warned by 
this light gesture of censure 
Will be put to the test by the deserved 
judgment of God. 
27 For when they suffered, they were 
indignant 
At those they imagined to be gods, 
Realizing they were being punished 
because of them. 


= God Chastens His Children = 
19 Through such works You taught Your 


people They also came to recognize the true 
Th: ri God 
at the righteous man : 
ARINA PAN SAN love Whom they refused to know long ago: 


Therefore, the utmost of condemnation 
came upon them. 


æ. The Futility of False Gods -= 
] For all men while ignorant of God 
were useless in their condition. 
So from the good things that are seen 
They were unable to know Him who 


And You made Your children hopeful 
By offering them repentance over 
their sins.t 
2 For if You punished the enemies of 
Your children 
And those liable te death with s 
much attention and | 








deliberation, | na 
ithern.tiiy and F 
And granted the DERC ae ead! ae | Nor did they know the Craftsman by 
opportunity to depart from their paying attention to His works t 
evil, E F, 
21 With how much strictness did You But Oat ee that the gods who 
| judge Your children, | het Stet 
To whose fathers You gave oaths and Nhat fey Wen es : ! E 
covenants of good promises? | tae HE is E ue = EL 
2 So then You chastened us, he a A x EER EE LE 
ies wit! sand a est oh et ee ; 
But nins een with ten thousat 3 If while delighting in their beauty men 
That we may care about Your goodness | ae aU ear ae et a note 
when we judge | | : ; RAMET N 
But expect Your matt when we are ~ these things is their Lord, 
is + | For the Creator of beauty created 
judged. . ne | 
_ «© The Egyptians Were Judged > + And if they were amazed at their 
“3 Therefore those who lived unjustly in power and working. 
_ their foolishness of life Let them understand from them 
You tormented by means of their own How much more powerful than these 
abominations.t | is He who made them. 


12:19 For God’s children, the sacrament of confession, or repentance, makes us hopeful. 
12:22 Note how God's chastening fits the sin. ii | 

12:23-27 Another description of the judgment of God (v.26) on the Egyptians. The Apostle Mark 
brought the gospel to Egypt, and the fruit of his labor remains to this day. | | 
13:1-19 All men are encouraged to look beyond the beauty of creation to its source and inspiration 
Almighty God, and to know Him who exists (v. 1). : 
13:3 See Ps 8:5, 6. 








WISDOM OF SOLOMON 13:5, _908_ 


For from the greatness and beauty of And si smears sit with bright red Dain s 
created things Making its surface red, . i | 
The Creator is seen by analogy.t Covering every ata in it with, 
6 Nevertheless there is little reason for paint. 
complaint against them, i5 Then he makes a room fitting for rit | 
For perhaps they go astray while And puts it on a wall and fasteng it : 
seeking God and wish to find with iron nails | | 
Him.t That it may not fall. © : 
7 For as they live among His works, they | '® He takes care of it, knowing that it 
examine them closely cannot help itself. 
And are persuaded by what they see, For it is an image that has need of 
Because the things they see are help. 
beautiful. 17 When he prays about his Bosses 
8 However, they are not to be excused: His marriage and his children, | 
9 For if they were able to know so much He is not ashamed to speak to i a 
With their ability to investigate the lifeless thing, 
world, And he appeals to a weak thing 
How is it possible they did not quickly concerning his health. — 
find i8 Concerning life he prays to something 
The Lord of all these things? dead; 
Concerning aid he supplicates : 
10. But they are miserable, and so are something ignorant; 
their hopes in dead things, And concerning a journey, something 
Those who call “gods” the works of that cannot take a step; 
men’s hands, 19 Concerning means of livelihood, 
Gold, silver, and the practice of Profit and success with his hands: 
craftsmanship, He requests bodily strength - 
And the likeness of animals, | From something powerless with its 
Or a worthless stone of an ancient | hands. 
hand. | | 
11 But also, if some carpenter saws down | “=. The Use of Wood a 
an easily moved tree | ] Again, someone gettine read fora | 
And skillfully scrapes away all its'bark, | voyage : 
He then builds a ‘useful vessel | And about to sail through wild waves | 
beautifully made by his skill | Cries out loud to a piece of wood 
For the service of the living," | | More fragile than the ship that carries | 
12 And uses up the cast-off pieces of his himt 
trade |2 For it was desire for gain that 


contrived that boat, 


To prepare his food and be filled. | ) 
And wisdom was the craftsman who 


13 But a cast-off piece from among them, 


useful for nothing, built it; 

That grew up with the tree, crooked |3 ButYour providence, O Father, gover 
and full of knots, | its course, 

He takes and carves with care in his Because You have giyen it a path inte 
leisure sea 


And forms it with intelligent skill, 
And models it in the likeness of a 
man. 
l4 Or he likens it to some womens 
animal 


And a safe track in the waves; of 

4 Showing that You can lisave from evel 
danger, 

And that even without skill one may 
embark upon the sea. 5 





a ap 
7 


13:5 St. Paul uses this same reasoning in Rom 1:20. 
13:6 On Mars Hill, St. Paul preached to those who while seeking God had gone 2 astray od Acts s17 
27). We find Him in His Holy Church, in the Scriptures, and in our prayers to Him. - 

13:8, 9 As in 13:5, St. Paul teaches why they are not to be excused in Rom 1:20,21. .. aœ" 
13:11-16 Solomon explains the length to which a carpenter goes to make a false image (v. 16): 


‘a 


14:1-5 Wisdom mercifully provides safe passage for man. 











5 






14:6, 7 These verses refer to 
of the Cross. 


For You do not “will t that iie Works of 
Your wisdom be useless; 

Therefore, men trust their lives even to 
the smallest piece of wood, 

And stead through the waves ona 
ship 

They are brought safely through. 

For even in the beginning, when 
arrogant giants perished, 

The hope of the world took refuge ina 
boat, 

And piloted by Your hand it left'to the 
world the seed of a family.t 

For the wood was blessed through 
which righteousness comes. 


But what was made by human hands 
itself is accursed, 

And so is he who made it— 

He because he made it, | 

And the perishable thing because it 
was called a god.t 

For equally hateful to God are the 
ungodly man and his ungodliness. 

For what was done will be punished 
‚alongwith him who did it. 

Therefore there shall also be a 
visitation upon the.:idols of the 
nations, 

Because, though the: wood was part of 
God’s creation, 

It was made into ar abomination ) 

And became a stumbling-block for the | 
souls of men | 

And a trap for the feet of fools. 

For the invention-of idols was the 
beginning of fornication, 

And the conception of them the 
corruption:of life, | 22 

For neither were they from the 
beginning . 

Nor shall they be forever. 

For by the vainglory of mankind they 
entered the world, 

And therefore their speedy end has 
been planned. 23 

For a father consumed with untimely 

grief 

puen his child was soon taken from 

lim 








the time of Noah (Gn 6) and also foreshadow Christ and the saving ‘wood 
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| Made an image of the once-dead ~ 


human being 

And honored him now as a god 

And handed down to those under him 
secret mysteries and initiations. 

Then the ungodly custom, 
Strengthened by time, was kept as 
a law, 

And at the command of tyrants carved 
images were worshiped. 

When men could not honor a Dee 
before his face 

Because he lived far away, 

They imagined his face from a distance 

And madea visible image of the 
honored king, ' 

That by their zeal they might flatter 
the one absent as though present. 

Then the ambition of the craftsman 
encouraged 

Even those who did not know the king 
to increase their worship. ~ 

For wishing perhaps to please the one 
who ruled over him, 

He skillfully forced the likeness into a 
more beautiful form, 

And the multitude, attracted by the 
popularity of his work, 

Now considered him as an object of 
worship | 

Whom a short time before they 
honored as a man. | 

But this became a trap»for their life, 

Because men, in bondage either to 
calamity or to kingly power. 

Conferred on stones and wood a name 
not shared with another. 


æ Idolatry Brings Evil => 

Furthermore, it was not enough for 
them : 

To jee deceived about the eee 4 of 

od 

But they live in a great conflict of 
ignorance, 

And they call such evils peace. : 

For they either hold child-murdering 
rites of initiation, 

Or celebrate secret mysteries, 

Or engage in the frantic revelry of 
special customs. 





14:8-21 Man’s creation of godless idols (v. 12) separates him för that loving union with God for 


which he was created. Idol 
A ‘22-29 Every form of depra 
sense of moral order in such a culture | 


atry is a trap for the feet of fools (v, 11). 


vity (v. 25) flourishes in a society where idols are worshi Fe Ue 
3 shippe | 
is impossible (see Rom 1:26-30). Pp j as deities. 
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WISDOM SOLOMON 14:24 
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Moreover, they keep neither life nor 
marriages pure, 

But one either kills another in 
ambush, 

Or one causes another grief when he 
corrupts his marriage. 

Everything is mixed together: 

Blood and murder, theft and 
treachery, 

Depravity, unfaithfulness, tumult, 
perjury, 

Confusion over what is good, 
ingratitude, corruption of family, 

Breakup of marriages, disorder, 
adultery, and debauchery.t 

For the worship of idols not to be 
named 

Is the beginning, cause, and end of 
every evil. 

For either they are driven to a frenzy 
in their celebrations, 

Or prophesy lies, 


Or live unrighteously, or readily swear | 


falsely; 

For since they trust in lifeless idols, 

They swear with wrong motives and 
expect to suffer no harm. 

But justice will catch up with them on 
two counts: 

Because they thought wrongly about 
God in their devotion to idols. 

And by treating holiness with 
contempt 

They swore unjustly in deceit. 

For it is not the power of making 
oaths, 

But the punishment of those who sin 

That always prosecutes the 
transgression of the unrighteous. 


œ. Our Merciful God -= 


But You, our God, are kind, true, 
patient, 
And govern all things in mercy. 
For even if we sin, we belong to You 
and know Your might; 
But we will not sin, 


Because we know that we are counted | 


as belonging to You. 


14:26 See Acts 15:20. 
15:3 To know God is immortality—eternal life (see Jn 17:3). | 

15:4-19 Idols are evil images that entice the worshipper away from the True God and towards nothing 
ness. Holy images or icons, such as the cross and ima 


from idols. 


15:7 St. Paul also teaches that the potter makes vessels for honor and dishonor from the same clay 
(Rom 9:21). We choose to live either in light or.in darkness. 


15:10 See Is 44:20. 
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ges of Christ and His living saints, help keeP us 


Both vessels that serve clean uses ang 








For to know You is complete 
fen nied | ; 

And to know Your might is the»... 
immortality.t = Oot oy | 

For neither have the evil practices. . 
human art deceived us, ctices o 

Nor a form stained with diverge 
colors, 

The barren labor of painting,t 

Whose appearance creates a desir 
fools ein 

That longs for the lifeless form ofa 
dead image. 

Lovers of evil things and fit for such 
objects of hope 

Are those who either make or desire 
or worship them. 


=% Idols of Clay > 


For even when a potter compresses 
soft earth, | bs 

He laboriously forms each vessel for | 
our service; 

But he models from the same clay 


likewise those to the contrary. 

But what will be the function of one o 
the other | 

Is the decision of the craftsman.t 

So, working evil, he forms a worthless 
god from the same clay, 

He who a little while before was made 
from the earth i2 

And in a short while returns to the 
earth from which he was taken, 

When the soul that was loaned to him 

Is demanded in return at death. 

But he is not concerned that he is 
about to be sick 

Or that his life will be ending shortly: 

So he competes with goldsmiths and — 
melters of silver 

And imitates bronze-workers; 

And he considers it a glory that he 
forms false gods. 

His heart is ashes, and his hope as 
cheap as dirt; | 

And his life is more dishonored than 

his clay,t 
























ıı Because he disregards 
formed him, 
And who inspired him with an 
operative soul, 
And breathed into him a life-giving 
spirit.t 
2 But he considered our life to be a 
plaything 
And life a festival held for profit: 
For he says, “One must make a living 
however one can, 
Even by evil means.” 
8 For this man, more than all others. 
knows that he sins 
When he fabricates from earthly matter 
Easily broken vessels and carved 
images.t 






the One who 





œ The Egyptian Enemies sa 
14 Yet more foolish and infantile are the 
enemies 
Who oppressed Your people, | 
is Because they thought that all the idols 
of the nations were gods. 
Though these have neither the use of 
their eyes for vision, 4 
Nor noses for inhaling air, 
Nor ears to hear with, 
Nor fingers on their hands for 
touching; 
And their feet are useless for walking.t 
6 For aman made them, 
And he whose spirit is borrowed | 
formed them; | 5 





For no man can form a god like ` 
himself. 
u Aman who works a dead thing with 
lawless hands is mortal, 
For he is better than his objects of 
worship, 6 
Because he is alive, but they never are. 


$ The enemies of Your people worship 
the most hateful animals, 
For they are worse than all othersin — | 7 
Stupidity. 
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Not even as animals are they so 
beautiful in appearance 


That one would desire them, 


But they escaped both the praise of 
God and His blessing. 


Therefore they were worthily 
punished through creatures 
like these, 

And were tormented through a 
multitude of wild animals.*t 

Instead of such punishment You 
showed kindness to Your people 

And prepared quails as food with a 
delicious taste to satisfy their 
hunger,t 

That those men, when they desired 
food, 

Might turn away their necessary hunger 

Because of the ugly look of the 
creatures sent upon them, 

While Your people, being in need for a 
brief period, 

Might partake of food with a delicious 
taste. 

For it was necessary for those enemies 

That unavoidable need come upon 
them and tyrannize them, — 

While to Your people it was only 
shown — nit 

How their enemies were being 
tormented. 


For even when the terrible rage of wild 
animals 

Came upon Your people, 

And they were being destroyed by the 

_._ bites of twisting serpents, 

Your wrath did not continue to the end.t 

They were troubled for a short while 
as a warning, 

And received a pledge of salvation 

In remembrance of Your law’s 
command.t 

For the one who turned to it was 
saved, not by what he saw, 


13:11 God, who formed us and breathed life into us, has a rightful claim on our soul! 

15:13 There is hope for a practicing idolater because he knows that he sins. 

13:15 Compare with Dt 4:28. | : . 

16:1-21 God again uses similar means both to save His people and to judge His enemies (see also 
11:4-8; 17:1—18:4; 18:5-19; 19:1-9). The food of angels (vv. 20), or manna, was both food for Israel and 
a symbol of the Eucharist (Jn 6:31, 32), | to 

16:2 God sending His people quails as food is described in lively detail in Nm 11. 

16:5 Related passages are Nm 21:6; Dt 32:24; 1Co 10:9. | | 

16:6-12 The holy fathers see in the bronze serpent (Nm 21:9) a symbol of the healing power of the 
Cross, See also Jn 3:14. | | | 









WISDOM OF SOLOMON I tOo - SD anaa 
But py You, the Savior of all. | Was more effective in the Water, 


tinguishes everything; ig 
8 So in this You persuaded our enemies ex ; 
That You are the One who saves from For the world is a defender. of the A 





Seme F f K G the flame was. 
9 d flies killed or at one tim m Was Sites 
ean ere sips That it might not burn up the. | 
And no healing was found for their creatures sent against the : 

life ungodly, 


But seeing this they might ina 

That they were struck by the * ugg 
of God; 

And at another time even under 

The flame burned more intensely th, 
fire ) 

To destroy the harvest of the 
unrighteous land. | 


Because they deserved to be punished 
by such things. 

10 But the teeth of poisonous serpents 
Did not overcome Your children, ~) 
For Your mercy came to their aid and 

healed them.t 

il For they were goaded to remind them 

of Your oracles 
And were quickly saved, 


: ~, Bread from Heaven for Isra 
Lest they should fall into deep el nm, 


Instead of these things You fed Your — 


forgetfulness 
A people the food of angels, ` 
And pe contayas unmindful of You And without their labor You provides 


them 
With ready-made bread from heaven 
Fitting for every pleasure and suitable | 
to every taste.t : 
For Your provision manifested 
sweetness toward Your people, 


12 For neither herb nor medicinal plaster 
healed them, 
But it was Your word, O Lord, which 
heals all men. 
13 - For You have authority over life and 


death, 
And bring men down to the gates of And the bread served the need of 
Hades those who took it 


And changed to what one wished. 


And lead them back again 
| Snow and ice endured. fire without 


l4 A man in his malice kills another, 





t bring hack | melting 
u T e moppariea So they might know that fire destroy 
Nor return a soulihatistaken...9 = | the harvest of their enemies, 
The fire that burned in the hail - 
= God judges Egypt 7- And flashed like lightning in the rain- 
15 To escape from Your hand is 23 Again that fire which forgot. its own 
impossible,* natural power 
i6 For the ungodly who refuse to know You That the righteous might be fed. - 
Were flogged by the strength of Your 
arm. 24 For the creation serves You who madet 
They were pursued by rains, hail, and And increases its intensity to punish 
thunderstorms -~ the unrighteous, 
And consumed by fire. | ‘But in kindness relaxes itself on i behali 
17 For the fire, very contrary to of those who trust in You. t 
expectation, | 25 Therefore also at that time, 





16: 10 See Dt 32:33, à az a 
16:13 Christ the Savior descended into Hades and exercised His authority over elire and death to relit 
those in prison (see Eph 4:9, 10). 

16:15-18 This event is recorded in Ex 9:22-26. 


16:20 In Jn 6:31-34, Jesus makes it very clear that He Himself is the true bread from heaven. We 
nately, many modern Christians fail to commune regularly with Christ in the Eucharist. Jesus warns 

less you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you" (Jn 6:53). ey 
16:24-29 God works through His creation to teach man that it is not creation but the word of His 
dom that preserves them (v. 26), Just as God used fiery hail to destroy, so He’ uses the rays of the sunt J 
defrost the crops. So then, man should arise at sunrise to thank God, for God's blessing will le 
one who is unthankful just as quickly as the rising sun melts frost (see 2Ti 3:2), 
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# it Erered as Hondi hie a mine Your 


all-nourishing bounty 

And served the will of those who 
supplicated You, 

That Your children whom You loved, 
O Lord, might learn 

That it is not the production of crops 
that feeds man, 

But Your word that maintains those 
who believe in You. 

For what was not destroyed by fire 

Was melted when simply warmed by a 
small ray of the sun, 

To make it known that one must get 
up before sunrise 

To give You thanks, 

And to intercede before You at the 
dawning of the light. 

For the hope of an unthankful man 
will melt like the wintry frost 

And flow away like useless water. 


~ The Sins of Egypt «> 
Great are Your judgments and hard 
to explain; 
Therefore, ignorant souls have gone 
astray.t 
For when lawless men thought they 
exercised power 
Over Your holy nation, 
They themselves were: prisoners of 
darkness and long night, 
Shut in under their-roofs: exiles from 
eternal providence: 
For when they. thought they eecaped 
notice 
With their secret sins behind a curtain 
of forgetfulness, 
They were scattered-and in a terrible 
state of shock 
And thrown into confusion by 
apparitions.? . = 
For not even the inmost part of the 
house that held them 
Protected them from fear, 
But troubling noises sounded all around 
them, . 
And gloomy apparitions with 
downcast faces appeared to them. 
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WISDOM OF SOLOMON 17:14 


No force of fire had the strength to 


give them light, 

Nor did the very bright lights of the 
stars 

Tarry to illuminate that hateful night. 

Now a Self-acting fire full of fear alone 
shone through to them, 

But they were greatly terrified when 
that apparition was not perceived; 

So they considered the things they 

| were seeing to be worse. 

The delusions of their magic were 
ineffective, 

And so was the arrogant certainty of 
their pretense to have insight.t 

For those who promised to drive away 

The fears and troubles of a sick soul 

Were themselves sick with an absurd 
timidity. 

For even if nothing dreadful frightened 
them, 

Yet, scared by the passing of beasts 
and hissing of serpents, 

They perished full of fear, 

Even refusing to look at the air, which 
could not be avoided.t 

For evil is a cowardly thing, 

And condemned by its own witness; 

And tormented by conscience, 

It always welcomes things full of 
trouble. 

For fear is nothing but the Giaval 

Of the assistance that comes from 
reasoning; 

And the expectation from within 
considers itself to be weaker 

Than ignorance of the cause which 
supplies the torment. 

But they slept the same sleep 

throughout the night, 

Which was actually powerless, 

And which assaulted them from the 
inmost parts of a powerless 
Hades. 

They were driven by the monsters of 
apparitions 

And were paralyzed Wak the betrayal of 

_ their soul: 


17:1—18:4 As seen earlier (see text and notes at 11:4-8; 16:1-21; 18:5-19: 19: 1-9), God uses similar 


Means both to 


judge His enemies and to bless His people. Here God is seen to send darkness (v. 2) to 


lerrify the E : 
into which AYERE RORIS 3 ai 1 guide the Israelites. This i seth the same darkness of Hades (v. 13) 
17:3 See Ex 10:22, 23. | 
17:7 See 2Ti 3:8, 9. 

17:9, 10 See Jer 26:22, 23, 
17:11 See Rom 2:15. 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON 17:15 _ 
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18:1-4 Great light (see Is 42:6) points to Christ, who is the fulfillment of the law (v. 4) and the light of 





For sudden and unexpected fear was 
poured out on them. 

So then whoever was there fell down 

And thus was kept shut up in a prison 
not made of iron, 

For whether someone was a farmer or 
a shepherd 

Or a worker who labored in the 
wilderness, 

He was overtaken by force and 
endured inescapable punishment; 

For all were bound with one chain of 
darkness. 

Whether there came a whistling wind, 

Or the musical sound of birds in 
wide-spreading branches, 

Or the motion of violently rushing 
water, 


Or the hard crash of rocks thrown down, 


Or the unseen running of leaping 
animals, 

Or the roar of fierce wild. animals, 

Or an echo reflected from the hollow 
of mountains, 

It paralyzed them with terror. 

For the whole world was illumined 
with bright light 

And embraced unhindered works, 

While over those men alone heavy 
night was spread, 

An image of darkness that was about 
to receive them; 

But they were heavier than darkness 
to themselves. 


~. Light Shines on Israel -> 
But for Your holy ones there was a 
very great light. 

Their enemies heard their voice but 
did not see their form; 

And they considered them blessed 
because they had also not 
suffered, 

For Your holy ones did not harm those 

Who previously wronged them. 

So they were thankful and begged for 
grace 


the world (Jn 8:12). 
18:3 See Ex 13:21. ere 
18:5-19 The sixth means is presented by which God both blesses His people and punishes His ene?" 


(see 11:4-8; 16:1-21; 17:1—18:4; 19:1 
raelite children by slaying their firstborn (Ex 1:9- 
one child (v. 5) is Moses, who prefigures Christ. 
18:6 That night (see Ex 12:42, 43) marks the first Passover Feast. 
18:8 Here again is the case of God's punishing the Egyptian enemi 


His people (see 18:5-19 note). 


lly 















Therefore You provided a flan.” ~ 
pillar of fire | $ flaming 

As a guide for their unknow 
And a harmless sun for th 
exe 

or their enemies deserved ta 
deprived of light van 
And imprisoned in darkness 
Those who imprisoned Your chil, 
Through whom the incorruptible ie 
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eir glong” 
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Oy : 


of the law 
Was to be given to the world. 


m, Death Visits Egypt m. 


When they resolved to kill the han. 
of Your holy ones ue babes 

And one child was exposed and resan, 

You took away as a rebuke a multi 
of their children; tig 

And You destroyed them together in 
the violent water.t 

That night was made known 
beforehand to our fathers 

So they might rejoice with sure 
knowledge in the oaths they | 
trusted.t 

The salvation of the righteous and the 
destruction of enemies 

Were expected by Your people, 

For You punished our enemies with the 
Same means ; 

By which You called and glorified us! 

For in secret the holy children of gooi 
people offered sacrifices, 

And in harmony with the divine law 
made a covenant, | 

That the saints would share alike in 
good things and in dangers; 

And already they were singing the 
praises of their fathers. y, 

But the discordant cry of their enem“ 
resounded, | l! 

And their pitiful outcry and mourning 
for their children spread abro 

The servant was punished with the 
same penalty as the master, 





-9), Here we see God punishing the Egyptians murder of t he | 
16), while protecting and glorifying the Jews (Veoh | 


plessi” 


es being coupled with His 


For being at variance with them. | 


l 








20) 


a And the common man 









suffered the 
same thing as the king. 

They all together by the one name of 
death 

Had innumerable dead persons, 

For there were not enough living even 
to bury them; 

Because in one critical moment their 
valued children were destroyed.t 

For they disbelieved everything 
because of their sorceries, 

But at the destruction of their firstborn, 

They acknowledged the people to be 
God’s son. 

For while gentle silence embraced 
everything 

And night at its own speed was half 
over, 

Your all-powerful Word leaped from 
heaven, from the royal throne, 

Into the midst of a doomed land, 

A relentless warrior carrying the 
sharp sword 

Of Your irrevocable command,t 





And He stood and filled all things with | 


death 


And touched heaven while standing on | 


earth. 
Then immediately apparitions in 
terrifying dreams troubled them, 
And unexpected fears set upon them, 
And they threw themselves to the 
ground hali-dead, 


One apparition here and another there, | 


To make known to {herr the reason 
they were dying. 

For the dreams which disturbed them 
revealed this beforehand, 

So they might not die without 
understanding 

Why it was they suffered. 


=. Aaron Prays for Israel -7> 


The experience of death also touched 
the righteous, 


18:12 This event is recorded in Nm 33:4. | 
18:15 The Red Sea crossing was such a miraculous event in the history of Israel that Solomon describes 
it with these words: Your all-powerful Word leaped from heaven. The Son of God is a warrior, saving 


His people (see Ex 15:3; Rev 19:13). 


18:20-25 Once again salvation 
less man, Aaron, are said to cut off ( 
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And a plague came upon the multitude 


in the desert; 

But the wrath did not last long.t 

For a blameless man hastened and 
acted as their champion. 

He carried the instrument of his 
ministry: 

Prayer and the atonement of incense, 

And withstood the anger and put an 
end to the calamity, 

Showing that he was Your servant. 

He conquered the wrath not by 
strength of body, 

And not by the power of weapons, 

But by a word he subdued the punisher, 

Because he remembered the oaths and 
covenants of the fathers. 

For when the dead had already fallen 
on one another in heaps, 

He stood in the midst and drove back 
the wrath 

And cut off its path to the living. 

For the whole world was on his long 
robe, 

And the glories of the fathers were a 
carved work 

Arranged in four rows of stones; 

And Your majesty was on the diadem 
on his head. 

To these the destroyer yielded 

And these he feared; 

For the trial of his wrath alone was 
enough. 


= The Foolishness of Egypt => 
`. But unmerciful anger came upon 
the ungodly to the end, 

For God knew of them and their future 
beforehand,' , 

That they would allow Your people to 
depart 

And eagerly send them forth, 

But then change their minds and 
pursue them. 

For while they were yet mourning 


in Christ is foreshadowed when the high priestly prayers of the blame- 
v. 23) death. Aaron's vestments, his long robe (v. 24), like the vest- | 


ments of Orthodox bishops and priests, symbolize Christ in His intercession for the world (v. 24). 
19:1-9 Here in a seventh and final antithesis (see 11:4-8; 16:1-21; 17:1—18:4; 18:5-19), God effectively 


works through His creation, us 
(w. 6, 7). This event is seen in t 


ing the Red Sea both to save His people and to destroy His enemies 
he Church to foreshadow Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan, when He drove 


out the powers of darkness and sanctified all creation. Verse 9, Praising You, O Lord, is a reference to 
the Song of Moses (Ex 15:1-18). 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON 19: r 





And lamenting at the graves of their 
dead, 

They made another foolish decision 

And pursued as fugitives 

Those whom they had begged and had 
sent away. 

For a deserved destiny drew them to 
this end 

And made them forget what had 
happened, 

So they might fill up the punishment 

Which was lacking in their torments, 

And that Your people might attempt an 
incredible journey, 

But that they themselves might come 
upon a strange death: » 

= Creation Serves Its God = 

For the whole creation in its kind was 
fashioned again from above 

To serve Your commands, 

That Your servants might be kept 
unharmed. | 

The cloud was seen overshadowing 
the camp 

And the emerging of dry land out of 
the water previously present, 


An unhindered way out of the Red Sea | 


And a grassy plain out of the violence 
of rough water, 


Through which those sheltered by Your 


hand | 
Passed with the whele natien 
After observing marvelous wonders. 
For they grazed like horses 
And leaped about like lambs, 


Praising You, O Lord, who saved them. | 


For they still remembered their 
sojourn in a foreign land, 

How instead of the birth of animals 
the land brought forth small flies, 

And instead of things living in water 

The river vomited forth a multitude of 
frogs. 

Afterwards they also saw a new kind 
of birds, 

When led by their passion they 
requested meats for self-indulgence; 

For their relief, quails came up from 
the sea. 


w. The Punishment of Egypt -=> 


The punishments did not come upon 
the sinners 
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22, 


And have not neglected to bep 


Without : previous signs sin thee vin D \ 


of thunder, 
And they suffered justly rect 
their own evils; | 
For they practiced a very bitter ha 
of strangers. | 
Others did not welcome those unk 
to them when they arrived, 
But these enslaved foreign. benef, 
And not only this, but there salle 
certain visitation ~ : 


hn 


Because they received foreigners 


hatefully; 
For after receiving them with feg 
They mistreated with terrible f estiva, 
sufferings oll 
Those who had already shared the 
same rights. 
They were also stricken with. blind 
Like those at the doors of the. : 
righteous man, | ) 
When, clothed in darkness, each sade 
the way through his own doors 


s. God Dwells with His People wm 


For the elements combined among 
themselves in different. ways, 

Which can be accurately conjectured 
from the sight of what took place 

As on a harp the sounds of the rhythm 
differ in expression | 


‘While always remaining the same in 


sound. 

For land animals were e changed. into 
water creatures, l 

And creatures that swim crossed over g 
to the land. 

In water, fire prevailed with its own 
power, 

And water forgot its quenching _ 
properties. | I 

Flames, on the contrary, did a 
consume : 

The flesh of Penha NIE animals that 
walked among them, _ 

Nor was the species of immortal food 
capable of being melted | 


Like easily melted ice. i nm 


-For in everything, O Lord, You have - 


exalted and glorified Your ae 


with them in every time and 
"place. t 


19:22 The conciision of the Wisdom of Solamoni| isa dexclagt God, Aeon His Widom, paspo | 
dentially exalted and glorified His chosen people, Israel, granting them salvation, With the coma 
Christ, Israel becomes the Church of the Gentiles, the new “Israel of God” (see Gal 6:16; 1Pt 2: 9). @ 
Christ, the Wisdom of God, becomes her Head. (See also 12:20; 18:8; Lv 26:44; Ps 125:3) > = 
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Aull h aie ben Sirach, He was ' Jewish ste ‘who was apparently AE 
\ nstructor at a Jewish academy, probably i in Jernigan where he taught at IG 
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religion and ethics. Nna Baas eck 


Date Abou 180 E CI) nc vinnatrediosotiye it Shireen tiene 








i Maj or T lett Puy te true ean comes My the Toh The AE is in E 

tradition: of Proverbs: “The, fear of the Lord i is the beginning of wisdom.” 
Wisdom is God’ gift to men. Though profound; the Nee is not 
complicated, and it ‘touches the heart. ee . e AAE pee 





-Background ~ Jesus ben Sirach wrote his lectures neh in a manuscript. That 
manuscript, written in Hebrew, got very little circulation until his grandson 
translated it into Greek: Then, about three centuries later, a translation was: ~ 
made into Syriac from the Hebrew text. Ben, Sirach is well-acquainted with 
the Law and the Pre phets. Ac cording to-1:11—20, wisdom comes from aA 
blessed, joyful reverence for and Buoy cage c of Salts, | 


Outline ie tiani bA A e 
`I. Prologue F f CN IV. Walking 3 in Wisdom (44: 1—50: 29)" | 
Il. Fearing God and Keeping His CC Se oP ety | V.A Prayer of Thanksgiving (5 EISSITS 
Commandments (1:1—42:14) a ES TAPE SE Se ear ve 
Ill. God’s Wisdom Revealed in Creation = 
(42:15—43:33) Or te E 
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he a sufficient skill in athese: ma: 
himself was lèd to write something fitting 
for instruction and wisdom, that lovers of 
learning might become involved in these 
things as well, and especially, in addition to 
this, might. live a life according to the law. 
Therefore you are encouraged to read 
with good will and attention and to do your. 
reading with allowances. made in cases 
where, although we worked hard in trans- 
lating, we may seem to render a phrase in- 
adequately. For what was said in Hebrew in 
itself does not have equal force when it is’ 


æ The Prologue? IT 
oi the many great things given to us 
‘ough the law and the prophets and 
my others who followed them, we 
Ould praise Israel for. instruction and 
Eai dom. Not only should those who read 
loy n understanding, but also those who | 
th learning should be able to help out- 

dy nderstand both through speaking: 
ting, 

| ea my grandfather Jesus especially 

Dro ses himself to reading the law and the 

| ets and other books of the fathers. So 

















ogue This introduction was written bý the grandson of Jésus ben (on of) Sirach, who translated his 
Wag Hir ther’s book from the original Hebrew to Greek in about 132 sc, some fifty years after the book 
Holy Scion oe how iod 5 geu of taseen is cioa connected With the reading and learning of the 
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WISDOM OF SIRACH I:I _ ILS niania | 







In the midst of all flesh accord 





ing ty” 


this, but also the law itself and the prophets His gift; 
and the rest of the books differ not a little And He provided her for those Who 
love Him. y 


as originally spoken. 

For when I arrived in Egypt in the thirty- 
eighth year of the reign of King Euergetes, 
and spent some time there, I found a book 
filled with instruction. Thus I made it a ne- 
cessity for myself to apply some diligence 
and loving labor to the translation of this 


om. The Fear of the Lord m, 
The fear of the Lord is glory and 

boasting, | 
And gladness and a crown of rejoice 
The fear of the Lord will cheer the ng 


book. So I employed my skill day and night heart ' | | 
to complete and publish it for lovers of OS ee gladness, joy, and long 


learning who live in a foreign land, and 
have prepared themselves beforehand to 
live according to the law. 
~. Wisdom Is from the Lord 7- 
All wisdom comes from the Lord 


For those who fear the Lord, it shall pe 
well to the utmost, 

And on the day of his death, he will he 
blessed. | 

The beginning of wisdom is to fear the | 





And is with Him forever.' Lord, 
2 Who can count the sand of the seas, And she was joined with the faithful 
The drops of rain, and the days of the womb.? 
eternity? 13 She constructed a foundation of life 
3 Who can search out the height ol among men 
heaven, And will be trusted among their seed 
The breadth of the earth, tbe abyss. l4 The gratification of wisdom is to fear 
and wisdom? , the Lord, 
4 Wisdom was created before ali things, | And she intoxicates them with her 
And the insight of prucence was from fruits. , 
eternity.t 5 She will fill every house of theirs with 










5 To whom has the root of wisdom been | objects of desire 
revealed? | And their storehouses with her 
And who has come to know her great | harvest. 
deeds? | 16 The fear of the Lord is the crown of 
6 There is one who is wise and is feared | wisdom, . 
exceedingly, - Making peace and soundness of heal 
He who sits upon His throne.t | to flourish. ee | 
7 The Lord Himself created wisdom. 17 The Lord saw and numbered her, 
He saw and numbered her | And poured out the power of 
And poured her out on all His works, comprehension; 





1:1 Forever tells us Wisdom is without beginning. He is Christ, the power and wisdom of the Father 
(1Co 1:24). ii 
1:4 The statement Wisdom was created before all things is a prophecy concerning the Incarnation 9 
Wisdom, who was slain from the foundation of the world (Rev 13:8); for He became incarnate '¥" 
men and for our salvation (Creed). “Created” refers to His human nature which He assumed at Hiss” 
ception in the Ever-virgin Mary. “All things” refers to all creation, which Christ came to redeem à S 
with the children of God (Rom 8:21-23; Eph 1:10; Col 1:15-17). From eternity also shows that christ? 
without beginning. as 
1:6 This verse is left out of some ancient manuscripts but included in others. It very possibly was ta" 
out following the Bar Kochba rebellion of ao 135, when Jewish rabbis made a strong effort to PY set 
the LXX of references that could be interpreted as referring to Christ as Messiah. This was done wish 
the tide of Jewish conversions to Christianity, which had brought near total destruction to the Jew" 
nation, | | ‘i tis 
1:7 Again, created wisdom refers to the Incarnation (see 1:4), while wisdom poured . . . out on | 
works reminds us the Father created all things through His Son. 

1:10, 11 The fear of the Lord brings blessing both to life and to death. womb. | 
1:12 The capacity to fear the Lord and thus to believe in Him is joined with the infant in the 45-1 
This would explain why the Lord Jesus Christ speaks of the special faith of nursing babes (Lk 18 
wy 
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hold fast to her. 


And her branches are length of days. 


<. Warnings to the Wise m7- 
Uniust anger cannot be justified, 
For anger’s decisive influence causes 
his fall. | 
a patient man will hold fast until the 
proper time, 
Then afterwards gladness shall burst 
forth for him. 
» He shall conceal his words until the 
proper time, 
And the lips of many will tell of his 
understanding. 
» Inthe treasures of wisdom are the 
parables of knowledge, 
But godliness is an abomination to a 
sinner. 
n ]f you desire wisdom, Keep the 
commandments, 
And the Lord will supply it to you.t 


4 For the fear of the Lord is wisdom and 


instruction, 

And His good pleasure is faith and 
gentleness. 

Do not disobey the fear of the Lord, 

And do not come to Him witi a 

| divided heart. 

-* Do not be a hypocrite in the sight of 
men, : 

And be careful with your lips. 

Do not exalt yourself, lest you fall 

And bring dishonor to your soul. 

The Lord shall reveal your secrets, 

And in the midst of the assembly He 
will strike you down, 

Because you did not come in the fear 
of the Lord 

And your heart was full of deceit. 


™. God’s Faithfulness and Mercy 7 
) My son, if you draw near to serve the 
Lord, 
3 Pr €pare your soul for tem ptation.t 
Set your heart right and be steadfast, 
nd do not strive anxiously in 
lo distress, 
_ “leave to Him and do not fall’away, 


D 





dy nd come to God with an undivided heart. 

| 2124 °" soul for this challenge to our fidelity. 

bing : Faintheartedness, the loss of endurance, 
eat instability (see Jam 1:8). 


He exalted the glory of those 


The root of wisdom is to fear the Lord, 


12 | à ? 3 
| hee To gain wisdom we must be obedient to the comm 


Pepan who determines to serve the Lord will be tested an 





your life, 

Accept whatever is brought upon you, 

And in exchange for your humiliation, 
be patient; 

Because gold is tested in fire 

And acceptable men in the furnace of 
abasement. 

Believe in Him, and He will help you; 

Make your ways straight and hope in 
Him. 


You who fear the Lord, wait for His 
mercy, 
And do not turn aside, lest you fall. 


‘You who fear the Lord, believe in Him, 


And your reward will not fail. 

You who fear the Lord, hope for good 
things 

And for everlasting gladness and mercy. 

Consider the ancient generations and 
see: 

Who believed in the Lord and was put 
to shame? 

Or who stood fast in His fear and was 
forsaken? 

Or who called upon Him and was 
overlooked? 

Because the Lord is compassionate 
and merciful, 

He forgives sins and saves in time of 
affliction. 


Woe to cowardly hearts and weakened 
hands, 

And to a sinner who walks on two 
paths!t 

Woe to a fainting heart, because it 
does not believe! 

Therefore it will not be sheltered. 

Woe to you who have lost your patient 
endurance! 

What will you do when the Lord visits 
you? 

Those who fear the Lord will not 
disobey His words, 

And those who love Him will keep His 
ways. 

Those who fear the Lord will seek His 
approval, 





andments, maintain faithfulness and humil- 


d face temptation (see 1Co 10:13). Thus, we 


and double-mindedness are forms of unbelief and 





en 
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WISDOM OF SIRACH 2:17 






And those who love Him will be e filled 
with the law. 

Those who fear the Lord will prepare 
their hearts 

And will humble their souls before 
Him. 

We will fall into the hands of the Lord 

And not into the hands of men; 

For as His majesty is, so is His mercy. 


«~. Honoring Parents => 


Give heed to me, O children, for I am 
your father, 

And do what I tell you, that you may 
be saved.t 

For the Lord honored the father over 
the children 

And strengthened the judgment of the 
mother over her sons. | 

He who honors his father atones for 
his sins; | 

And he who honors his mother | 

Is like one who stores up treasure. | 

He who honors his father | 

Will be gladdened by his own children, | 

And when he prays, he will.be heard. 

He who honors his father will haye a 
long life, 

And he who obeys the, Lord 
rest to his mother; | 

And he will serve his parents.as his 
masters. 

Honor your father and mother in word 
and deed, 

That a blessing may come upon you 
from him. | 

For the blessing of a father establishes | 
the houses of the children, 

But the curse of a mother uproots their 
foundations. : 

Do not glory in the dishonor of your 
father, 

For your father’s dishonor is no glory 
to you. 

For the glory of a man is from the 
honor of his father, 

And it is a disgrace for children to 
dishonor their mother. 

My son, help your father in his old age, 

And do not grieve him in his life; 


d. will give 


3:1, 2 Ben Sirach implores children to listen to the wisdom of their father and mathe Vers! 
tain timeless counsel for children concerning their parents, _ 
3:18 Humility is essential to true spiritual works and opens the door to God's | 


3:20-23 Ben Sirach’s word on mental health, ro i 
3:24-27 A hard heart is a great spiritual danger, warned sain in ‘ithe OT and NT. There s E i 


for the man afflicted by this disease (v. 26; see also Mk 8:17; Heb 4:7), 


: And if iis understanding fails; k È 
e 














considerate, 

And do not dishonor him in Your 
prime. 

For kindness to a father will not ot he 
forgotten, | 


_ And it will be credited to yoy ‘insta 


of your sins. 

It will be remembered in the day of 
your affliction; 

Thus your sins will ret’ away like 
frost in warm weather, — 

He who forsakes his father is ike : 
blasphemer, 

And he who provokes his mother to 
‘wrath is cursed by Goda! 3 


<=, Wisdom at Work is aa . 


My son, accomplish your works wth 
gentleness, | | 

And you will be loved by people te 
Lord:accepts. 

The greater you are; the more humble 
‚you must-be, 

And you will find grace before the 
Lord;t 

Because great is the power of the 
Lord, 

And He is honored by the humble 

Do not seek things too difficult for 
you, 

Nor examine what is bevond your 
strength.t 

Think about what is commanded 

For you do not need what the Log 
keeps hidden. 

Do not meddle in what is none fy 
business, | 

For things beyond human insight bat 
been shown to you. IR 

Speculation has led many. Astrat 

And evil suppositions have ae 
their minds to slip and f 

A, Keep a Soft Heart S 


q 
‘ 
(] 


A hard heart will suffer runint 


end, o 
And he whe loves danger wi 


j peti 
in it.t 


A hard heart will be weighed down | 
with pains, pis 
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immeasurable nw | 









“and ‘the sinner will add sin 1 to sin. 
_ There is no healing to aid an arrogant 


mal, 
for a plant of evil has taken root in him. 
The heart of an intelligent man will 
ponder a parable, 
And the ear ofapupilisa wise man’s 
desire. 
» Water will quench a blazing fire, 
And almsgiving will atone for sins. 
» He who repays kindnesses is mindful 
of the hereafter, 
And at the time of his fall he will find 
support. 


«s Care of the Poor and Needy SP 


Cs 
— F 


My son, do not deprive the poor of his: | " 


living, 
And do not keep eyes in need waiting: 
! Po not grieve a soul who is hungry, 
Nor provoke to anger a man in 


despair. 
! Do not trouble.a heart that was made 
resentful, 
And do not put off the gift of aman in 
need. 
* Do not reject a suppliant whois 
_ afflicted, 
Nor turn your face away froma poor 
| | man. 
' Do not turn your eye away fr oma 
needy man, 
And do not give a man occasion to 
, curse you; 
For if he curses you in the bitterness of 
his soul, 


is Maker will hear his prayer. 
Make yourself beloved in the assembly 
And bow your head to a great man. 
Incline your ear to a poor man 
d answer him peaceably and with 
gentleness, 
"Deli liver a person who has been 
p, wronged 
rom the hand of the wrongdoer, 
nd do not be fainthearted when you 
Pte judge his case. 
| like a father to orphans. 
like a husband to their mother; 
ind ps will be like a son of the Most 


Ang He will love you more than your.. 
Mother,t 






"I the Most High, 


ing Saining wisdom is not passive or simon 
Ñ 12); holds fast (v. 13); serve (v. 14); obeys ( 









of care of the poor, ar needy, and the orphan is nothing short of Christlike: you will be like a 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 4:24 


“^. Pursuit of Wisdom UPS 


Wisdom exalts her children 

And lays hold of those who seek her.t 

Whoever loves her loves life, 

And those who come to her early in 
the morning 

Will be filled with gladness. 

He who holds fast to her will inherit 
glory, 

And the Lord blesses every place she 
enters. 

Those who serve her will minister to 
the Holy One, 

And the Lord loves those who love 
her. 

He who obeys her will judge the 
nations: | 

And he that gives heed to her will live 
with confidence. 

If he trusts in her, he will inherit her, 

And his posterity will be in possession 
of her. 

At first she will walk with him on 
disturbing paths 

And bring fear and dread upon him; 

And she will torment him with her 
discipline co 

Until she can trust his soul 

And test him with her ordinances. 

Then she will come straight back to 
him, 

And will gladden him, and reveal her 
secrets to him. 

If he wanders away, she will forsake 
him, . 

And hand him over to his ruin, 














=. Shame and Sin =- 


Watch for a proper opportunity and 
keep yourself from evil: i 

And do not bring shame upon your 
soul. | 

For there is a shame that brings sin, 

And there is a shame which is glory 
and grace. | 

Do not show partiality to someone to 
your own harm, _ 

And do not let your respect for 
another cause you to fall. 

Do not withhold a word in time of 
need; ' 

For wisdom is made non by a word, 






ic, Note the action verbs: seek (v, 11); loves (v. 12) 
v. 15); gives heed (v. 15); trusts (v. 16). 
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WISDOM OF SIRACH 4:25 


And instruction by a word of the 
tongue. 

Do not speak against the truth, 

And do not be put to shame by your 
ignorance. 

Do not be ashamed to confess your 
sins, 

And do not exercise force against the 
current of a river. 

Do not subject yourself to a foolish 
man, 

And do not show partiality to a ruler. 

Fight to the death for the truth, 

And the Lord God will fight for you. 


Do not be rash with your tongue 

And sluggish and neglectful in your 
WOrks. 

Do not be like a lion in your home 


And act in pretense with your servants: | 


Do not let your hand he extended to 
receive 
And shut when. you should repay. 


=~ God Is the Lord -=> 

Do not set your heart on your 
possessions, 

And do not say, “I am inderendent.”? 

Do not follow yourself and your 
strength 

So as to walk in the desires of your 
heart; 

And do not say, “Who will be lord over 
me?” 

For the Lord will surely punish you. 

Do not say, “I sinned, so what 
happened to me?” 

For the Lord is patient. 

Do not be so confident of atonement 

That you add sin to sin; 

And do not say, “His compassion is 
great; 

He will atone for the multitude of my 
sins,” 

For both mercy and wrath come from 
Him; 


~ And His anger rests on sinners, 





_ 922 


Do not delay to turn to the Lord, a 
And do not put it off from day to day 





oo 





For suddenly the wrath of the Lorg 
will come forth, 
And in the day of vengeance, yoy wil 


perish. 


Do not set your heart on dishonest 


wealth, 


For it will profit you nothing in the day 


of distress. 


= Control of the Tongue >. 
Do not winnow with every wind 
And do not follow every road; 
For a double-tongued sinner is of such 


a kind.t 


Be established in your understanding 

And let your word be consistent. — 

Be quick to listen 

And give your answer with patience, | 

If you have understanding, answer 
your neighbor, 

But if not, let your hand be over your 


mouth. 


There is glory and dishonor in speech 
And a man’s tongue may cause himt 


fall. 


Do not be called a slanderer, — 
And donot lie in ambush with your 


tongue; 


For ‘shame awaits a thief, ; 
And a grievous condemnation will 


come upon 


A double-tongued man. — 
In a great or in a small matter, dom | 


g0 wrong. 


Do not be an enemy instead of a 


friend: 


For a bad name brings shame and 


disgrace, 


And a double-tongued sinner is 0! 


such a kind. 


Do not exalt yourself with your own 


counsel, 


Lest your soul be torn in pieces ash : 


a bull.t 


5:1-8 Looking to possessions and being independent from God is dangerous t 
that God is unwilling or unable to deal with our sins and 
our deeds is also dangerous. Thus, Ben Sirach’s exhortation: Do not delay t 


o turn to the Lord C ae : 





o one’s soul. To assunt 


therefore we can escape the conseque y 


k] 
j 


5:9—6:1 The double-tongued man is one who “talks out of both sides of his mouth” and brings * 
and disgrace (6:1). | 


6:2-4 In ancient agrarian societies where fences were few, a young bull would be forced from his tin 


A 
i 


and would wander about looking for a herd where he'was strong enough to assert dominance ho | 


doing so he was in danger of encountering stronger bulls and being torn 
looks only to himself for counsel and wisdom. One Orthodox saint teaches, 


self as his spiritual father.” 


in pieces. So Is a mane ie 
“He is a fool who has" 














~ you will devour your leaves and lose 
| your fruit, 
ad be left like a withered tree. 
n evil soul will destroy him who 
possesses It 
and make him an object of malignant 
joy to his enemies. | 





«>. Friendships m> 
Pleasant speech will multiply his 
friends, 
And a gracious tongue will multiply 
many kind greetings.t 
; Let those who live at peace with you 
be many, 
But let your counselors be one in a 
thousand. 
ı Ifyou gain a friend, gain him. in 
testing, 
And do not be in a hurry to trust him. 


“= 


own advantage, 
But he will not remain beside you in | 
the day of your affliction, 
' There is also. a friend who changes 
into an enemy 
And will reveal a quarrel to. your 
disgrace. 
" Again, there is a friend who is a 
companion at table, 
But will not stand by you in your day 
of trouble. | 
Further, when you prosper, he will be 
like you 
And speak boldly to your servants; 
But if you are brought low, he will be 
against you, 
And will hide himself from your 
n a Dresence. 
Stay away from your enemies 
, And hold onto your friends. 
A faithful friend is a strong shelter, 
f And he who finds one finds a treasure. 
ere is nothing that can take the 
Dlace of a faithful friend, 
nd there is no way to measure his 
y Worth, | 
faithful friend is a medicine of life, 





| Shen, "Ous. But if things turn for the worse, 
lin re a great treasure (v. 14). Suc 

btg 3 Medicine (v, 16). 

Order A Lifelong instruction is essential 

Å; Produce good fruit, so is the one 


For there is a friend who is such to/his | 








m? There are also those who are fair-weather frie 


isis MANEIRE S): 
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nds and appear to be especially close when one is 
these false friends will become enemies (v. 13). Faithful 
h friendships are beyond worth (v. 15) and are like a good and 


_WISDOM OF SIRACH 6:29 


And SiG who fear the Lord will find 
im. 
He who fears the Lord guides his 
friendship rightly, 
Because as he is, so also is his 
neighbor. 


œ Instruction Brings Wisdom 7> 

My son, from your youth up, choose 
instruction, | 

And vou Ee find wisdom also into old 
age. | | 

Come to her as one who plows and 
SOWS, | 

And wait expectantly for her good 
fruits; 

For in her work you will labor a little 
while, 

Then you will quickly eat of her fruit. 

She is very harsh on the undisciplined 

And on the one who lacks the heart to 
continue with her.* 

She will be like a heavy stone of trial 
upon him, 

And he will not delay to throw her off. 

For wisdom is like her name and-is not 
manifest to many. 





Listen, my son, and accept my 
judgment, . 

And do not reject.my advice, 

Put your feet into her fetters and your 
neck into her collar. 

Put your shoulder under. her and carry 
her, 

And do not be angry with her bonds. 

Come to her with all your soul, | 

And keep her ways with all your 
strength. © | 

Search for her and seek her out, 


And she will become known to you; 


And when you become self-controlled, 
do not let her go. Bf 
For in the end you will find her rest, 
And she will turn to you in gladness. 
Then her fetters will be as a strong 
protection for you, 
And her collar a glorious robe. 





to gaining wisdom. As a farmer patiently plows and sows in 
who gains the fruit of wisdom. 


ng of wisdom seems to be harsh and overly 


Othe undicci- even 1 | val ant, the gaini 
Wahding andisciplined and spiritua y nO e aaiyeontinua with her because of the great good 


là 
he wil g. But the person seeking wisdom w 
ting into his or her life. 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 6:30 924 
30 a | [i 






5 Do not declare yourself righten, œ 
= before a lord, shteous 
Nor play the wise man before a king 
6 Do not try to be a judge a 
If you will not be strong enough to 
remove wrongdoing, 
Lest you respect the presence of th 
powerful pe 


For ee is a golden adornment upon 
her, 

And her bonds are a blue thread. 

You will wear her as a glorious robe 

And put her on yourself as a crown of 
exceeding joy. 


Cosel 
— 


32 Tf you are willing, my son, you will be 


taught, a And compromise your integrity 
And if you apply yourself, you willbe |7 Do not sin against the population f 
prudent.t | city, ‘a 
33 If you love to listen, you will wait with Nor disgrace yourself before the Deon 
anticipation, = 
And if you incline your ear, you will be |8 Do not repeat your sin, | 
wise. For you will not be unpunished even 


for one. 
9 Do not say, “He will look upon the 


34. Stand in an assembly of elders, 
And who is wise? Attach yourself to 


him. multitude of my gifts, 
35. Desire to listen to every divine And when I bring an offering to God | 
narrative, Most High, He will accept it.” 
And do not let proverbs oi 10 Do not be fainthearted in your prayer 
understanding escape you. | And do not neglect to do alms.t 
36 Jf you see a man who has |u Do not laugh at a man whois in 
understanding, bitterness of soul, `, 
And let your foot wear out the exalts. 


22 Do not devise a lie against your brother 
Nor do the same against a friend. 


threshold of his door. 


Rise early in the morning For there is One who humbles and 
| 
37 Set your mind on the ordinances of | 





the Lord 13 Do not desire to tell any lie, — 
And practice His commandments. For the habit of lying never does any | 
He will strengthen your heart good. fs LW A 
continually, 4 Do not talk idly in the assembly oft! 
And the desire for wisdom will be elders, i 
given to you. And do not repeat yourself in prayé 
æ Put away Evil Acts => = Farm and Family 7> 
Do no evil things, 15 Do not hate hard work, especially 
And evil will never overtake you.t farming, l 
2 Stay away from wrongdoing, Which was created by the Most High 
And it will turn away from you. 16 Do not number yourself among 4 
3 My son, do not sow on the furrows of assembly of sinners; te 
wrongdoing, Remember that wrath will not tari 
And you will not reap the same things long. 
sevenfold. 17? Humble yourself greatly, i 
4 Do not seek authority from a lord For the punishment of the ungodY 
Nor the seat of honor from a king. fire and worms. a 


6:32-37 The requirements for gaining wisdom: (1) be willing to be taught—have a teachable spt | 
(2) love to listen (v. 33) rather than persistently talking; (3) attach ourselves (v. 34) to those 0 Á he com 
wiser; (4) listen carefully to divine narrative and wise proverbs (v. 35); (5) continuously practic membe! 
mandments (v. 37) of the Lord. As we do these things, He will grant our desire for wisdom. Re mate 
the early church fathers saw the Wisdom of the Proverbs and Sirach as speaking of the prein¢ 
Christ. We find in Him the complete personification of Wisdom. werth 
7:1-3 Wisdom requires we avoid all forms of evil things. For if we participate in wrongdoing. | 
its bitter fruit sevenfold. of ni bles 
7:10, 11 Be bold in prayer and alms, or deeds of mercy. The Lord through His Church both pe aly 
and exalts us by providing special seasons of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving to the nee y, © 


during Lent and Advent. 


















4 E ET WISDOM OF SIRACH 8:6 
aa not exchange a friend for money, 
Nor a genuine brother for the gold of 

Ophir.t 

po not ignore a wise and good wife, 
ror her grace is worth more than gold. 
a Do not mistreat a servant who does 
his work in truth 

Nor a hired worker who devotes 

himself to you.t 

Let your soul love an intelligent servant; 

Do not deprive him of his freedom. 





And do not forsake His ministers. 
| 3! Fear the Lord and honor His priests, 
And give them their portion as 
commanded: — 
The firstfruits, the trespass offering, 
The gift of the shoulder offering, 
The sacrifice of sanctification, 
And the firstfruits of the holy things. 
32 Stretch forth your hand to the poor, 
That your blessing may be complete.t 
33 Let the kindness of giving be shown 
In the presence of all the living, 


» Do you have cattle? Take care of them; And do not withhold kindness from 


And if they are profitable to you, keep the dead. 
them.t 3 34 Do not withdraw yourself from those 
8 Do you have children? Correct them, who weep, 


And make them obey from their 
youth. 
u Do you have daughters? Watch 
carefully over their chastity, | 
And do not be too easy on them.t | 
i Give a daughter in marriage | 
And you will have completed a great | 
| 
| 


And mourn with those who mourn. 
|35 Do not hesitate to visit a sick man, 
| For by such visits you will be loved. 
36 With all your words, remember the 
time you will die, ~ 
And you will never sin. 


-7 





-= Kings and Commoners -7> 
| 8 Do not contend sharply with a 
powerful man, 

Lest you fall into his hands.t 

2 Do not quarrel with a rich man, 
Lest he resist your force, i 
For gold has destroyed many 
And perverted the hearts of kings. 

3 Do not contend sharply with a 

talkative man, TAF 

And do not heap wood on his fire, 

4 Do not jest with an uncultivated man, 
Lest your forefathers be insulted. 

15 Do not insult a man who turns away 

from sin; i 
Remember that we are all valuable. 

6 Do not dishonor a man in his old age, 
For some of us are growing old as well.t 


work; : 
But give her to a man of understanding. 
| * Do you have a wife after your own 
heart? Do not reject. her, 
But do not trust yourself to a. wife 
whom you disregard. 
Honor your father with all your heart, 
And do not forget the birth pangs of 
your mother. 
Remember that you were begotten 
through them, 
And what can you give back to them 
To the degree they gave to you? 


™. The Priests and the Poor 7> 


Fear the Lord with all your soul 
4 And honor His priests.! 

ove Him who made you | 
fe Ophir, likely in southwestern Arabia, was a famous source for gold in the ancient world. The 
ai at Christ's right hand (Ps 44:10), the Theotokos, is arrayed in gold from Ophir. S 
921 The wise employer places high value on a worker who is intelligent and devoted to his job. In 


4 ; > : a js 4 
; mt times this meant repaying the servant with his freedom. In our times it means providing just 
ns 


12 A ation and job security. gaai is eal 

| hoy cause th d' ‘on. we take care of animals we own. caer 
I ey are God's creation, : 
Io 1 25 The fine! arranged the marriage of his daughter, and until then he protected her chastity, 

31 Love for God and honor for His priests. go, hand in hand. The OT laws required that part of 

| ae M"fice to God be given to the priests for their support. Here, following give them their portion 

tar) Manded, the Syriac version of the LXX includes what some believe to be an emendation by an 

hristian copyist. It reads, “the bread of oblations and the firstfruits of the hands. Orthodox 

| 13) ans Would understand this to be the prosphora bread to be used in the Eucharist. 

ih P d has always promised blessing to those who give to the poor, 

Sg e application for us is this; Only join battles worth winning. 


“Uable counsel for our youth-oriented culture. 


E 








~I 


8:10 To kindle the coals is to arouse the passions. | 
8:17-19 Ben Sirach warns us not to reveal our thoughts to just anyone. In the Church, t 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 8:7 


Ee 


Do not rejoice over any dead person; 


Remember that we all must die. 


Do not disregard a saying of the wise, 


But be conversant with their 
proverbs; | 

Because from them you will gain 
instruction 

And how to serve noble people. 

Do not miss a saying of the old, 


For they themselves learned from their 


fathers; 
Because from them you will gain 
understanding 


And be able to give an answer in time 


of need. 


Do not kindle the coals of a sinner, 


For you may be burned by his flame.t 
Do not let the presence of an insolent 


man 

Arouse you from your seat, 

Lest he lie in wait as an ambush 
against your words. 

Do not lend to.a man stronger than 
you; 

But if you do, consider it-lost. 





ia 


Do not give surety beyond your ability | 


to pay; 


But if you do give surety, be as careful 


as one who has to pay. 


Do not go to law against a judge, 


For they will decide for him because of 


his reputation. 

Do not travel on a journey with a 
reckless man, 

Lest he weigh you down; 

For he will do his will, 

And you will perish with him in his 
folly. 

Do not cause a fight with an angry 
mans 


And do not go into a lonely place with 


him, | 
Because murder is as nothing in his 
eyes, 


that all confessions will be kept confidential. 


9:1 A warning against marrying a woman and then becoming jealous of her. Instead, 


courage her to use her gifts. 


9:3-9 Up-to-date ancient advice on a man’s behavior toward women, A courtesan (v, 3 
of noblemen, A wise man is not to gaze at a virgin ( , Ng | 
could tempt the couple to immoral relations, which in Jewish society carried a strong ally iP 
Dt 22:28, 29). The beauty of a married woman belongs only to her husband (v. 8). It is espe nand 7 
tant for a man to avoid dining and drinking alone with a married woman lest they fall in ae 


struction (v. 9). 





at | nmarried Wor og 
v. 5), that is, any young unmar penalty (see, 









And where there is no hel 
strike you down. 

Do not consult with a fool, 

For he will not keep a matter 
confidential.t | 

Do nothing confidential in the 

: eg i ah a stranger, ) 

or you do not know what he wi. 

birth to. © Will siy 

Do not open your heart to everyone 

Lest unkindness be shown to yoy - 





æ Behavior with Women s 
Do not be jealous of the wife of yoy 
bosom | 
And so teach her an evil lesson aboy 
yourself.t r= y 
Do not give your soul to a woman 
To let her trample on your strength. 
Do not meet with a woman whoisa 
courtesan, | ae 
Lest you fall into her snares.t 
Do not associate with a dancing-girl, 
Lest you be caught in her schemes. 
Do not gaze at a virgin, 
Lest you stumble and pay damages ia 
“her. | | 
Do not give your soul to prostitutes, 
Lest you destroy your inheritance. 
Do not look around in the streets ofi 
city, i N 
And do not wander about in its — 
deserted sections. : 
Turn your eye away from a woman 
with a shapely figure, E. 
And do not gaze at beauty belongins 
to another. | | 
Many have been led astray by thé 
beauty ofa woman, fre 
And erotic love is like a burning fe 
Never dine with another mans vi 
And do not share in parties win $ | 
over wine, KDI 
Lest your soul turn aside to heh 
And you slip and with your spi" ta 
into destruction. A 
















he priest YO 


rove her andei 


jisa pop 
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9:10 Loyalty to an old friend is a great virtue. Anew friend cannot take his place. 





m. Friends and Neighbors o | 


Do not forsake an old friend, 

For a new one is not equal with him. 

A new friend is like new wine; 

Drink it with pleasure only after it 3 
ages.? 

Do not envy the honor given a sinner, 

For you do not know what'his end will 

e. 4 

Do not delight in the pleasure of the 
ungodly; 

Remember, they will not be declared 
righteous even in Hades. 5 


Keep far away from.a man who has 
the power to kill, 

And you will not be anxious about the | « 
fear of death. 

But if you come near him, do not 
offend him, 

Lest he take away your life, | 

Know that you are stepping in the |7 
midst of snares 

And walking about the battlements of 





a city. | g 


Evaluate your neighbors as best you 
can | 
And consult with those who are wise. 
Let your reasoning be with those who 
are wise, | 
And let all your talk be about the law 


0 
ai 





of the Most High.t — 10 


Let righteous men be your dinner 
companions, 

And let your boasting be in the fear of | ;; 
the Lord. jie 


< Wise Leaders 7> 12 
A work willbe praised for the skill of 
its craftsmen, 
And a wise leader of people for the n 


skill of his words. | | 

A talkative man is regarded with fear 
in his city, l 

And a man who is reckless in his 
speech will be hated. 


A wise leader will educate his people, 
And the rule of an_intelligent man 
will be well ordered. 





are his officials, 
And all the inhabitants of a city will 
© reflect its ruler. 
An undisciplined king will ruin his 
people, 
But a city will be made habitable 
through the wisdom of its rulers. 
The authority of the earth is in the 
-hand of the Lord, 
And He will raise up the right man for 
an appointed time.t 
The success of a man is in the hand of 
the Lord, IAE, 
And He-confers His honor upon the 
person of the scribe. | 
Do not cherish anger against your 
neighbor for any injury, 
And do nothing by acts of insolence. 


“i Beware of Arrogance m7- 

Arrogance is hateful before God and 
man, | 

And wrongdoing is offensive to both. 

Dominion is transferred from nation to 
nation | 7 

Because of wrongdoing, insolence, and 
wealth. Paz) 

How can he who is earth and ashes be 
arrogant? | | 

Because even while living, his insides 
are decaying.t — i 

A physician scoffs at a long illness, 

And a king today will also die 
tomorrow. 

When a man dies, he will inherit 

Reptiles, wild animals, and worms. 

The beginning of a man’s arrogance is 
to depart from the Lord, 

For his heart withdraws from the One 
who created him. 

For the beginning of arrogance is sin, 

And he who takes hold of it will pour 

out an abomination. | 

Therefore the Lord will bring them 
extraordinary distress 

And completely destroy them. 

The Lord pulls down the thrones of 
rulers 

And seats the gentle in their place.t 





3:15 The strongest friendships are based on a relationship with the Most High God! 


:9 
ute Ave 


‘4, 5 Since the Lord has authority over all, He will raise up rulers for His purposes and in His time, 
ry humbling passage. One could almost call it crude, except that God is forcing us to face our 


‘er lack of a basis for personal pride: ; | 
10:14, 15 This theme echoes Pr 3:37 and is repeated by St, Peter (1Pt 5:5, 6). 
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The Lord plucks out the roots of 
nations 

And plants the humble in their place. 

The Lord overthrows the lands of the 
nations 

And destroys them to the foundations 
of the earth. 

He removes some of them and 
destroys them, 

And puts an end to their memory on 
the earth.t 

Arrogance was not created by mankind, 

Nor fierce anger by the offspring of 
women. 
= Honor and Dishonor => 

What kind of seed is honored? 

The seed of man. | 

What kind of seed is honored? 

Those who fear the Lord. 

What kind.of seed is dishonored? 

The seed of man. 

What kind of seed is dishonored? 

Those who transgress the 
commandments. | 

Among brothers their leader is honored, 

And those who fear the Lord are 
honored in His eyes.” 

The fear of the Lord goes before the 
obtaining of authority, 

But roughness and pride is the losing 
thereof. 


The rich and the honored and the poor 


alike— 

Their boasting is the fear of the Lord. 

It is not right to dishonor an intelligent 
poor man, | 

Nor is it proper to honor a sinful man. 

The nobleman, the judge, and the ruler 
will be honored, 

But none of them is greater than the 
one who fears the Lord. 

Free men will render service to a wise 
servant, 

And an understanding man will not 
grumble. 


Do not put your wisdom on display 
when you do your work, 


wisdom must be honored. 


al 
10:28, 29 All human beings should humbly recognize the immense value and glory of their on g 
The Lord Jesus Christ may have had this passage in mind when He spoke the words of Mt 16:60 e 
11:2-9 This section deals with the age-old tendency to judge matters merely by external a 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 10:15 92.8 
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10:17 When the faithful die in Christ, we sing, “Memory eternal!” By contrast, the Lord pu 
the memory of unworthy rulers (v. 14) and nations (v. 16). 
10:20-23 All are to fear the Lord—the rich and the poor. A poor man with true godliness 


Nor magnify yourself in the ti 
your trouble. 

Better is he who works and has 

Than he who magnifies himself p1 
has no bread. Bet 

My son, honor your soul with 
gentleness 

And give it honor according to itg 
worth. | 

Who will declare righteous the may 
who sins against his soul, — 

And who will honor the man who 
dishonors his life? 

A poor man is honored for his 
knowledge, 

While a rich man is honored for his 

~ wealth. EW NGUS 

If a man is honored in poverty, | 

How much more in wealth, — 

And if a man is dishonored in wealth, 

How much more in poverty? 


meg 


The wisdom of a humble man wil | 
exalt his head, 
And he will take his seat among the 
great. oroddaian 1o ENA 
s Outward Appearances => 
Do not praise a man for his good 


looks, j 
And do not detest one because ofhi 

appearance.t sats : 
The bee is small among winged — 


creatures, 
But her fruit is first among sweet thunss 
Do not boast about your fine clothes 
Nor magnify yourself in the day Y0% 
are honored; 7 4 
Because the works of the Lord arë 
wondrous, a 
And His works are hidden from m 
Many tyrants have sat on the grou” : 
But one never thought of has wort! 
crown. ae 
Many rulers have suffered exceedil® 
disgrace, | 
And honored men have been pet 
into the hands of others. _ 








and sph i 


Woven in are warnings about boasting of a present possession or position. 

























AI _WISDOM OF SIRACH 1127 
a Slow Downi i, l! When he says, “I have found rest, 
o not find fault before you examine a And now I will partake of my good 
situation. things.” 
First, understand it, and then make Yet he does not know how much time 
your judgment. will pass until he will die 
Po not answer before you have And leave them behind to others. 
listened, 18 Stand by your covenant and attend to it, 
And do not interrupt someone while And grow old in your work. 
he is talking. | 
» Donot argue about a matter that does |” Do not be amazed at the works of a 
not concern you, sinner, ya 
And do not sit together with sinners But trust in the Lord and remain at 
when they judge a case. your work; | 
Because it is easy in the sight of the 
Lord 


My son, do not let your business 
involve too many things. 

If you multiply them, you will not 
remain unpunished, 


= 
= 


To make a poor man rich quickly and 
unexpectedly. ist 
20 The blessing of the Lord is in the 
And if you pursue them, you will not yet an iS A Eerie. Éis 
And WEES eneh TERRIEN EOI S blessings flourish. 
you will not escape by running 21 Do not say, “What do I need 
t erp : pares r : 
asad | recat aa And what good things will be mine in 
And keeps on working, but isin much | 2 po not say, “I am independent: © | 
more poverty. ies From now on, what will harm me?”t 
There is another who is sluggish and |23 [pn the day of good things, 
in need of help; | There is forgetfulness of bad things, 
And he lacks strength and abounds in And in the day of bad things, | 
poverty. There is no remembrance of good 


a 
— 


FS 


But the eyes of the Lord look upon things. 
him for his good Hy 24 For it is easy in the judgment of the 
And restores his well-being from his Lord 


To reward a man on the day of his 
death according to his ways.t 
25 The ill-treatment of an hour makes 
one forget luxury, 
And at the end of a man’s life, 
There shall be a revelation of his works. 
26 Consider no man happy before his 


humble state. 
He raises up his head, 
And many are amazed at this. 


s Handling Riches = 


Good and bad, life and death, poverty 
and wealth— 


Taf 


, „Aese are from the Lord. was death, } 
The gift of the Lord remains with the And aman will be known in his 
A PEPON, i children. 
nd His approval brings prosperity yy A 
forever. œ Beware of Evildoers > 


27 Do not bring every man into your 
home, 
For the plots of the deceitful are many. 


There is a man who grows rich 
Because of his attention and restraint; 
And this is the portion of his reward;! 








d devotedly, but if we become involved in too many things they can 
ations, we will keep falling further behind. 
Lord did not have this passage in mind when He spoke 


11: 
he We are to work faithfully an | 
N helm us, Rushing about to fulfill our oblig 
the 6,17 As with 10:28, 29, one wonders if our 
Hoan in Lk 12:16-21. 
-£ Being independent in terms of freedom ) 
Hever, is a spirit of independence from God, the “\'ve-got-it-made" syndrome. 
the 25 At the end of our life we will be judged for the whole of it. And those who remain watch for 
ants “ation of the works of the departed. This helps explain why the Church waits long to glorify her 


rom a dictatorship or oppression is a blessing. Here, 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 11:28 


28 


29 


30 


31 


j 


ba 


s 


decoy partridge in a cage, 


And like a spy he watches for your 


fall. 


For he lies in wait and turns good into 


evil, 

And he will attach blame to the good 
one chooses. 

From a spark of fire a charcoal fire is 
kindled, 

Anda sinful man lies in wait for 
bloodshed. 

Beware of an evildoer and his 
schemes, 

Lest he bring lasting blame upon you. 

Receive a stranger into your home 

And he will upset you with troubles, 

And alienate your family from you. 


æ Showing Kindness -> 
If you show kindness, know 
whom you show it, 
And you shall be thanked for your 
good deeds.t 
Do good toa godly man, ang you wili 
be repaid— 
If not by him, then certainly by the 
Most High. 
There shall be no good things for him 
who continues in evil things, 
Or for him who does not give alms 
cheerfully. : 
Give to a godly man, but do not help 
the sinner? 


tO 


Do good to a humble man, but do not | 


give to an ungodly man. 

Hold back his bread and do not give it 
to him, 

Lest by it he lord it over you. 


For you will receive twice as much evil 


coming back 
For all the good you did for him. 
For the Most High also hates sinners 
And will render punishment on the 
ungodly. 





930 


The heart of an arrogant man is like a 


=] 


oo 






™ Never Trust an Enemy œ ~ 
Give to the good man, but done. 
the sinner.* Ot he 
A friend will not be revealed yp. 
are prosperous, , hen 
Nor will an enemy hide himself w, 
you are in adversity,  ™é 
When a man prospers, his enemi.. 
grieved, ne mies a 
But when he is in adversity, even, 
friend will separate himself 
Never trust your enemy, | 
For as copper becomes rusty, so is h 
evil. | 
Even if he acts humble and goes ahy 
with a humble posture, | 
Watch yourself, and be on your guari 
Then you shall be to him like him wt 
wipes off a mirror, - = 
And you will know that it is not 
corroded continually. 
Do not let him stand by your side, | 
Lest he overthrow you and take your 
place. | =. 
Do not seat him on your right, 
Lest he seek your seat of honor, _ 
Then at last you will know the truthd 
my words, | ar oA 
And because of my words you willi 
pierced with sorrow. 


Who will pity a snake charmer with 
he is bitten, Li 

Or those who go near wild animals’ — 

So no one will pity one who” : 
approaches a sinful man 

And gets involved in-his sins. _ 

He will stay with you for a while, m 

But if you turn aside from him, he™ 
not put up with you. 


An enemy speaks sweetly with MS 
lips, AAE E T | 

But in his heart he will plan to thro 
you into a pit. ye! 





12:1-6 Christians extend hospitality, but not indiscriminately (see Ps 140:4, 5; 2Ti 3:6). AlmsgiViNg is 


giving t 
this virtue to wisely choos 
who persist in evil (v. 3). 

12:4-7 These verses reflect the view of ancient soc! 


eties, including the Hebrews and Greeks, ' 


o the needy—has always been a godly virtue, The Wisdom of Sirach teaches when one oe | 
e a godly recipient. The man who does not give alms is classed with t “ad 


should extend grace or do good mainly to one’s family or to one who is godly. Few believed (N° i 


12:7-18 In a fallen world the godly will always have enemies—elther human or demonic, 10) 
Sirach warns us of fair-weather friends (vv. 8, 9). An enemy is like rust, which ruins metal (v 14" 





= 






y | 
4 

J | 

* | 






















an enemy Ay will shedit tears; but if T 
finds an opportunity, 
He will not be satisfied apart from 
shedding your blood. 
7 Tf evil comes upon you, 
you will find your enemy there ahead 
of you, 
And as he pretends to help you, 
He will pull your feet from under, you. 
& He will shake his head and,applaud 
with his hands; 
And he will whisper many things and 
alter his expression. 


a Choosing Colleagues m 
Whoever touches pitch will be 
] stained, 

And whoever associates with an 
arrogant man will become like 
him. 

: Do not lift a weighi too heavy for you, 


Nor associate with a man stronger and 


richer than you 

What does a clay pot have in common 
with a copper Keitle? 

For the clay pot will strike against the 
kettle and will itself be broken. 

3 A rich man does wrong and even 
proves himself to be the one 
wronged. 

A poor man is wronged, and he must 
apologize.t 


' Tf you can be useful to him, a rich man 


will make use of you; 


But if you are in need, he will abandon 


you. 
If you own anything, hé will live with 
you, 
And he will exhaust you, but wil not 
; ,.. feel sorry for you. 
en he needs you, he will deceive 
you and smile at you; 
And he will give you hope and say 
£00d things to you. 
, He will even say, “What do you need?” 
€ will shame you with his foods 
/ntil he exhausts you two or three 
times, 
Then at last he will mock you. 
he Should see you after this, he will 
forsake you 


And Shake his head over you. 













19 


20 


i Take heed, lest you be led astray 






WISDOM OF SIRACH 13:20 


And be humiliated in your folly. 

When a ruler invites you, be slow to 
accept, | 

And he will invite you more often. 

Do not press upon him, lest you be 
rejected, 

But do not withdraw at a distance, lest 
you be forgotten. i 

Do not intend to speak to him as an 
equal, 

And do not trust his abundance of 
words; 

For he will test you with a lot of talk, 

And while he is smiling, he will 
scrutinize you. 

He who does not guard your Koras is 
unmerciful, 

And he will not hesitate to harm or 
imprison you. 

Keep your words to yourself, and be 
very careful,- 

For you are:walking near your own 
fall; 


«a. Like Attracts Like 7 

Every living creature loves its like, 

And every man his neighbor.t 

All flesh gathers together by species, 

And every man clings to one like 
himself. | 

What wolf will associate with a lamb? 

No more will the sinner with a godly 
man. | 

What peace is there between a hyena 
and a dog? 

And what peace does à rich man have 
with a poor man? 

The prey of lions are wild asses in the 
wilderness. 

Similarly, the pastures of the rich are 
the poor. 


~~. Rich and Poor => 


Lowness of stature is an abomination 
to the arrogant; 

Thus a poor man is an abomination to 
a rich man. 

When a rich man is shaken, he is — 
strengthened by friends; 

But when a humble man falls, he is 

pushed away by friends. 








‘4 When a rich man falls, he nme many helpers. But when a poor man is wronged, often even his 


134, PUSH him down further. » 
7 Everything in creation loves its 


IS natural, Christians, we 
Rather our a espn first to “a holy nation” (1Pt 2:9), which is the Kingdom of God. i N 


like! Thus, we have nations, tongues, and tribes (see Rev 5: 9): 
do not first identify ourselves as Greek or Russian or Ameri- ` 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 13:21 
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When a rich man falls, there are many 
to help him; 

And when he speaks abominable 
words, they justify him. 

If a humble man falls, they criticize 
him further; 

And when he speaks with intelligence, 
no place is given to him. 

When a rich man speaks, everyone is 
silent, 

And they exalt his word to the clouds. 

A poor man speaks, and they Say, 
“Who is this man?” 

And if he stumbles, they push him 
down even further. 

Wealth in which there is no sin is good, 

But poverty is evil in the mouth of an 
ungodly man. 

The heart of a man changes the 
expression on his face, 

Either for good or for evil. 

The mark of a heart filled with 
goodness is a cheeriul face, 

But the invention of proverbs requires 
laborious reasoning. 


Blessed is a man who does not slip 
and fall because of his mouth, 
And is not stung with pain caused by 
his sin. 
Blessed is he whose soul does not 
condemn him, | 
And who has not fallen away from his 
hope.t 
Wealth is not fitting for a 
small-minded man, 
And to what end is wealth for an 
envious man?t 
For he who gathers for himself, 
gathers for others, 
And others will live in luxury with his 
goods. 
If a man does evil to himself, for 
whom shall he do good? 
And he will not rejoice in his wealth. 


s Warnings of Vices -= 
When a man envies himself, there is 
no one worse off, 
And this is the reward for his vice. 


amie 
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Even if he does good, he dogg it 
unintentionally, | 

And in the end he reveals hig yi 

He who envies with his eye jg ey, 

He turns away his face and despises 
souls. s 

The eye of a greedy man is not 
satisfied with his share, 

And useless wrongdoing dries UD the 
soul. ral 

The evil eye of a man is envious oye 
his bread; Srk iis 

Thus it is lacking at his table. 

My son, whatever you have, treat 
yourself well, 

And offer sacrifices worthily to the — 
Lord." | + 

Remember that death does not delay 

And the covenant of Hades has not 
been shown to you. | 

Before you die, do good to a friend, 

And reach out and give to him based 
on your ability. „A 

Do not let-a day go by without doing 

something good, l 


~ And do not let any of your desire for | 


doing good escape you. ~ 
Will you not leave all your hard work 
to another, — | 
And all your hard work to be divided 
by lot? 7 
Give and receive and deprive yoursel 
Because in Hades there is- nowhere 
seek luxury. 


-All flesh becomes old like a garmen 


For the covenant from of old is, W 
shall die by death.” ie. 

Like flourishing leaves on a thick ité 

Which sheds some leaves and puts 
forth others, Nee 

So also is the generation of flesh al 
blood: 

One dies and another is born. 

Every work of man decays and 

And he who made it will depart 
with it. | 

~» The Blessings of Wisdom “ 


Blessed is the man who practices 
wisdom i 


jails 





14:2 See 1Jn 3:21. 


14:3-7 A small-minded, stingy man is not fit to be wealthy, for he will 


only does good accidentally (v. 7). | ier OH 
14:12 Death makes no contract or covenant with anyone to come at the time we might PIE 
14:17, and also Gn 2:17; 3:19 for the eternal covenant of death.) | £ 


not help others. Such ` jil | 


i 






| 


7 


14:2 
life ke 






And discourses with insight.t 

Whoever ponders the ways of Wisdom 
in his heart 

Will also reflect on her secrets. 

Pursue wisdom like a tracker 

And lie in wait on her paths. 

He who looks intently through her 
windows | 

Will also listen at her doors. 

He who lodges near her house 

Will also fasten his tent peg to her 
walls. | 

He will establish his home according 
to her will, 


He will put his children in her shelter 

And lodge under her branches. 

He will be sheltered by her from the 
burning heat 


And will dwell in her glory. 

5 He who fears the Lord will do this. 
And he who hoids fast to the law 

will obtain wisdom. 

She will come to meet him Nike a 
mother 7 

And accept him like the wife of one’s 
youth.t 

She will feed him the bread of 
understanding 

And give him the water of wisdom to 
drink. 

He will be supported by her and not 
fall: 

And he will hold on to her and not be 
put to shame. 

She will exalt him alongside his 
neighbors,- 

And in the midst of the assembly she 
will open his mouth. 

He will find-gladness and a crown of 
rejoicing 

d will inherit an everlasting name. 
ut foolish men will not find her, 


"g received by hi ng wife. >>% > 
15:14, 12 It is i Std lit saV GOA led me astray into sin. (Nor is it Orthodox to give the excuse, 


J | 


Our 


de 


5:4 


Dt 


ey € devil made me do it.”) In His creation of 


ithout that freedom we could ne 
ood works. 


MNation and baptism. | 


9 The ARAUDIEI 
30:1 a of God is reverent 


And so lodge in a good dwelling place. 


















16 Fire and water represent extreme opposites. One could allegorize: we can choose between con- 


__WISDOM OF SIRACH 15:20 





And sinful men will not see her. 

She is far from the arrogant, 

And lying men will not keep her in 
mind. 

Praise is not proper in the mouth of a 
sinner, | 

Because it was not sent from the Lord. 

For praise should be spoken in 
wisdom; 

Then the Lord will prosper it. 


æ Our Sin Is Our Fault > 

Do not say, “I fell away because of the 
Lord,” 

For He will not do what He hates.t 

Do not say, “It was He who led me 
astray,” 

For He has no need of a sinful man. 

The Lord hates all abominations, 

And they are not loved by those who 
fear Him. 

He Himself created man in the 
beginning 

And left him in the counsel of his will. 

If you will, you will.keep the 
commandments 

And faithfully do His good pleasure. 

He has set before you fire and water: 

If you will, stretch forth your hand.t 

Life and death are before mankind. 

And whichever he chooses, it will be 
given to him. 

For great is the wisdom of the Lord: 

He is mighty in power and sees all 

things. 
His eyes are upon those who fear Him, 
And He Himself knows every deed of 
-man.t | 

He has commanded no one to be 

ungodly, 

He has given no one license to 


And 
oot Sim 


0—15:1 The pursuit of wisdom is portrayed, with many vibrant metaphors, as the primary goal of 
eping in mind that wisdom is ultimately and fully embodied in Christ, 
‘t Wisdom is for those who will seek her with the love of a mother seeking her child, or of a groom 


mankind, God gave us the freedom to choose good or 
ither be held accountable for our evil deeds nor rewarded for 


‘al my the foundation for worship, love, and obedience to Him (see 









WISDOM OF SIRACH 16:1 










~ Ungodly Children > 19 The same thing Happened to the gp 
] < Do not desire a multitude of hundred thousand foot-sojqy k 
useless children, Who gathered together in thei, gl 
Nor rejoice in ungodly sons.t hardness of heart.t : 
2 If they multiply, do not rejoice over 11 Even if there was only one stitt | 
them man, Meky 
If the fear of the Lord is not in them. It would be a marvel if he were ty 
3 Do not trust in their life remain unpunished, 
Nor pay attention to their multitude; | For mercy and wrath belong to the — 
For one godly child is better than a Lord, aa 
thousand. And He is mighty to forgive: F 
And it is better to die childless than to And He pours out wrath. | _ 
have ungodly children. 2 As great as His mercy, so also great i 
4 For from one child with wisdom a city His rebuke, 
will be filled with people, - And He will judge aiman n according 
But a tribe of lawless men will make it his works.t i> 
desolate. 13 A sinner will not escape with his 
5 My eyes have seen many such things, spoils, liyat 
And my ear has heard worse things And the patience of i a godly man wil 
than this. not fare badly... 
14 
Se hike and: Mercy | He yea a a place for every acto 
6 Inthe congregation of sinners, a fire | Fach. will find this out according woti 
will be kindled, | works.: 
And in a disobedient nation. vrathis | D 
kindled.t | nı None Remain Anonymous a 
7 There was no atonement for the lo Do not say, “I will be hidden from the 
ancient giants Lord, 
Who turned away from God because And who will remember me from on 
of their strength.t high? ) 
8 He did not spare the cities where Lot I will not be known among $0 many 
sojourned, a ‘people, ) 
Whom He detested because of their | For what is my soul in comparison {0 
arrogance.t the immeasurable creation” 
9 Hehad no mercy ona nation destined |16 Behold, heaven and the highest 
for destruction - heaven, 
Who were taken away because of their The abyss and the earth will be — 
_ sins. | “Shaken at His visitation. | 


16:1-3 A multitude of children is seen in eipture asa breccia from God (Gn 24: 60; i) čte 3-6) But 

God forbid they be useless or ungodly. 

16:6 A fire will be kindled and wrath is kindled are references to the stirring up- -of infil human p 
sions. 

16:7 The ancient giants are mentioned in Gn 6:4; WSol 14:6; Bar 3:26; and 3Mc 2:4.They are cs, | 
as expert men of war, arrogant, insolent, foolish, mighty, and trusting ir in \their own strength.” yn | 
destroyed by God in the flood. | 
16:8, 9 The men of Sodom are referred 'to here. In Ezk 16:49, 50 God declares the people of soda 
were arrogant and had abundant food and wine, but were unconcerned for the poor and né pin 
also committed “acts of lawlessness” before God, which are described in Gn 19: homosexual net 
credible disgust. The SST: were so “haughty” they had to We dealt with by God in extreme 
ness. 
16:10 During their sojourn in the wilderness, God sllewed ihe 600, 000 foot- soldiers of israel to de® 
cause of their hardness of heart. | 
16:12-14 The OT and NT teach us that God holds all mankind accountable and will judge at 
to our works (see Ps 61:13; Pr 24:12; Mt 25:31-46). i caus? 
16:15-21 Ben Sirach understands well the mind of the skeptic aie TA to believe in God “on 


the unbeliever does not admit that outside his limited realm of finite wisdom God could exist | 


thor calls him diminished in heart, without discernment and deceived (v. 21). i 











— —___935__ WISDOM OF SIRACH 17:10 
Fant the same time, the mountains and And they will never disobey His word. 
the foundations of the earth 47 After this the Lord looked upon the 
Will shake with trembling when He | earth : 
looks upon them: And filled it with His good things. 
« No heart will able to think about these | 28 He covered its surface with the life of 
things, | every living creature, 
And who will ponder His ways? And to it they will return again. 
» There will be a sudden blast of wind tC | E] 
which no man will see, m, Creation of Man 7 
For most of His works will be done in | Ji / The Lord created man from the 
saris And eae him to it again.t 
K E io inaaA AS 2 He gave them a certain number of 
Qin Res EAT days and an appointed time, 
> Salts aad a an » And He gave them authority over it. 
n HER whata Marthina 3 He clothed them in strength like His 
Who is diminished in heart and own 
4 fm 
Who is deceived and thinks foolishly He put the fear of man upon all flesh 


And gave him dominion over wild 
animals and birds. i 
He gave mankind the ability to. 
deliberate, i 
And a.tongue, eyes and ears, anda 
heart to think with. 
€ He filled them with the skill of 
comprehension 
And showed them good and evil. 
’ He set His eye upon their hearts 
To show them the majesty, of His 
works. op | 
S They will praise His holy name 
So as to fully describe the majesty of 
His works. 


2 Listen to me, my son, and gain 
knowledge, 
And pay close attention to my words 
in your heart. 
= Iwill reveal instruction with balance, 
And I will proclaim knowledge with 
exactness. 


Ji 


without discernment. And made them in His image. 
| 


=. The Majesty of Creation = 
By the judgment of the Lord, His 
works exist from the beginning, 
And from their creation, He 
determined their boundaries. 
He ordered His works forever, | 
And their principles according to their 
generations. 
ley neither hunger nor grow weary, 


= The Covenant with Israel ice 
|’ He added knowledge to them 
And gave them the law of life as a 





„ And they do not cease from their works. heritage.t | 
Each does not afflict the one close to t0 He established an eternal covenant 
him, with them, e 





ep 23 Ben Sirach here offers one of the finest evangelism lessons in the OT. His premise: A teach- 
€ Person will receive precise and accurate knowledge from God. How? He will recognize God has 

aed everything in exactness of order, and the way to find harmony and peace in life is to find our 

0) t IN His plan and order. The author also gives instruction on (1) the creation of the world (16:24-28), 

sk: © Creation of man (17:1-8), (3) God's revelation through His covenant (17:9-19), and (4) how to 

tal to God (17:20-27). | ASMAAN Wi 

Mork in the previous verses Ben Sirach briefly sets forth the order and majesty of God's creation of the 


Ng. given authority and dominion and power over all the earth. ` 


me ent of their salvation. However, as a nation they did not fulfill this divine intent. Their unity be- 
Gentile ntered in their ethnicity rather than their relationship with God, They even grew to despise the 
of il to fall into this same sin and incur the same judgment (see Rom 11:1 1-36). For the fulfillment 
Ito lore 'Omises to Israel in the Church, see the following passages: Rom 4:9-16; 9:6, 8, 23-27; 11:7; 

`G 


h 






OF SIRACH 17:11 


And He showed His judgments to 
them. 
11 Their eyes saw His glorious majesty, 
And their ears heard His glorious 


As do the living and those —~ 
thanks? NO iy 
Thanksgiving ceases from a deag 

since he is no longer aliye 























voice. Only the living and the healthy wil | 
i2 He said to them, “Beware of all praise the Lord.t 
unrighteousness,” How great the mercy of the Lorg; 


And His atonement for those wr, 
to Him.t ji Who tin 

For all things are not possible for 

Because a son of man is not immor 

What shines brighter than the sua 
this light fails, k 

And so will flesh and blood when it 
lays evil to heart.t 


And He commanded each of them 
concerning his neighbor. 
13 Their ways are before Him 
continually; 
They will not be hidden from His eyes. 
14 He appointed a ruler for every nation, 
But Israel is the Lord’s portion. 
15 All His works are as the sun before 


Him, He examines the host of the highest 
And His eyes are continually on their heaven, aa 
ways. But all men are earth and ashes. 
16 Their \ in hidde; 
Ery OE e are not hidden | “ec Song of God's Mercy = 
And all their sins are before the Lord. | | He who lives forever created 
17 A man’s almsgiving is like a seal with | = ` everything; 
2 The Lord alone will be declared 


Him, 





And He will treasure the kindness of a |. righteous. Re 
man like the pupil of His eye. |3 He permitted no one to proclaim His 
i8 After this He will arise and repay | works, yee 
them, | For who can trace out His mighty 
: works?t 


And He will reward them with 
retribution on their head. 


4 Who will measure His majestic pow! 
19 But He provides a return to those who 


with a number, | 
And who will add to this measure 




















repent, 
And He Gonos those who lack While describing His mercies: 
endurance. 5 There is no one who can add or 
Bd subtract, oe aa 
=» Return to the Lord «> And there is no one who can search 
20 Turn to the Lord and forsake your out the wonders of the Lord. 
sins, 6 When a man completes his seara 
And pray in His presence and reduce then he starts over; , 
your offense.t And when he stops, he will still bè 
21 Return to the Most High and turn | perplexed. | 
away from wrongdoing, 7 What is man and what use is hè: ai! | 
And hate an abomination exceedingly. | What is his good and what is his © 
2 Who will praise the Most High in 8 The number of a man’s days is 
Hades, considered great 





17:20-23 This marvelous passage on repentance forms the basis for many of the prayers, anes A 
services of the ancient Church. This passage was used and paraphrased in the third-century tree 
tributed to St, Cyprian entitled “Exhortation to Repentance.“ | l 
17:23 This verse emphasizes the temporal existence of man, Death is seen as the destroyer of eà 
praise to God, Augustine translated thanksgiving as “confession.” | | | 
17:24 The mercy and atonement from the Lord anticipates the coming of the Son of God. the 
17:26 On earth nothing is brighter than the sun, yet even it can be eclipsed, So with mankind 

of us can be darkened by evil, | l : oe, 
18:3-6 The works and wonders of the Lord are of such magnitude and majesty, it is impossible ina 
merate them all or to plumb their depths. Augustine has a long and moving sentence On the de 
beauty of Scripture in which he says that if one had a long lifetime to study it at leisure, Ne CO he 
fathom it all. He concludes by quoting a portion of v. 6: When a man completes his sear" 
starts over. 





237 ____ WISDOM OF SIRACH 18:30 


‘9 Before you make a judgment, examine 
yourself closely, 
And in the hour of visitation you will 
find atonement. 


if he is one hundred years old.t 
» But like a drop of water from the sea 
and a grain of sand, 
So are a few years within a day of 





eternity. h 20 Before you become sick, humble 
Therefore the Lord is patient with yourself: 
them . And at the time of sinning, prove your 
And pours out His mercy upon them. conversion. 


| He sees and knows their end, that itis |21 Let nothing hinder you from paying a 


evil; vow promptly, 
Tnerefore He makes full atonement And do not wait until death to become 
for them. righteous. 
2 The mercy of a man is upon his 2 Before you make a vow, prepare 
neighbor, yourself; 
But the mercy of the Lord is upon all And do not become like a man who 
flesh, tempts the Lord.t 


Rebuking, training, and teaching them 
Like a shepherd who returns his flock 
to the fold. 
3 He has mercy on those who receive 
His discipline 
And who are eager for His judgments. 


23 Remember His anger on the day of 
your death, 
At the time of vengeance, when He 
turns His face away. 
24 Remember the time of hunger in the 
time of plenty, 


ma Take Care G Re Wise = And poverty and need in the days of 


: wealth.t 
" My son, do not bring disgrace onthe |25 From morning until evening, time 
good you have done, changes: : 


Nor cause grief by your words when 
you make a gift. 
5 Does not dew give relief from the 
burning heat? 
In the same way, a word is better than 


And all things are soon in the 
| presence of the Lord. | 
26 -A.wise man will have the fear of God 
in everything he does; 
And in.these days of sin, he will guard 


r a gift.t against wrongdoing.t 
3 Indeed, is not a word better than a 27.. Every intelligent man knows wisdom 
fitting gift? And praises the one who finds her. 


And both are found in a gracious man. 
| A fool will insult and disgrace 
| someone, 
And the gift of an envious man makes 
his eyes waste away. 


28 The wise in words—they also make 
others wise, 
And they pour forth accurate proverbs.t 


_. «@ Self-Control = 
29 Do not walk after your own desires, 
But restrain your appetites.t 
If you fill your soul with the desire for 
pleasure, 


Before you speak, learn, 
And before you get sick, take care of 
your health.t 


Go 
=] 





18:8-10 Man's inability to consistently practice righteousness, the brevity of even the longest life, and 
“Man suffering all move God to be compassionate and merciful. 
hoe 16 A friendly word often brings more comfort than does a gift. However, a gracious person will 
di both comforting words and fitting gifts. fon. slap zG arta nt). 
ston, 0 These serious admonitions apply to one's health and daily life, but their ultimate application 
tan, Pare the soul for the final judgment: Par fa Btn FA g 
as al Making a vow to the Lord can be as simple as promising Him to give a tithe of one's income, or 
1b. s Ncompassing as monastic vows (see Nm 6:5; Acts 18:18). rn | 
1h. God teaches us that we must use our wealth to help those in need. | i 
be Times are changing, In these days of sin, when the culture takes an evil turn, the wise man will 
l:a Ore careful to guard against wrongdoing, 
1: AS one labors to be wise, that virtue will spread to others, 

| Nterestingly, the heading Self-Control appears in the Greek text. 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 18:31 


31 


32 


l 





19:1 One who has self-control will not dissipate his wealth in drunkenness, nor will he be re 
about small things. “Faithfulness in small things is no small thing” (Aug). aa 
19:8 The one exception to not passing on hearsay is when keeping quiet is a sin. 

19:13-17 These verses urge careful examination. The KJV uses “admonish” for the Greek eli 
which we have rendered question. Some would render it “ reprove" or “examine.” However, Wus 
friendship requires that we gently and tactfully ask a friend or a neighbor about a Hone ai fals 
charge or hurtful statement. We always give the benefit of the doubt to our neighbor or frien 
remembering that we all slip and sin with our tongue far more often than we realize (v. 16): 
19:18-27 This passage affirms the nature of true wisdom by naming it with Tane wisdom: al oe 


It will make you the lauighingerdal of 





your enemies. 
Do not rejoice in great luxury, | 
Lest you become needy by its expense. 
Do not become a beggar by feasting 
on borrowed money 
When you have nothing in your purse. 


= The Reckless Soul => 


A working man who is a drunk will 
not become wealthy, 

And he who despises small things will 
fail little by little.t | 

Wine and women will draw away 
intelligent men, 

And he who joins himself to 
prostitutes shall become very 
reckless. 

Decay and worms will inherit him, 

And his reckless soul will be carried 
away. 


~ Don’t Gossip <> 

He who trusts guickly is unwise in 
heart, 

And he who sins will eri 
own soul. 

He who rejoices in evil sitali te 20 
condemned, | | 

And he who hates talkativeness will | 
sin less. | 

Never repeat a word and you will lose | 
nothing at all; 

With friend or enemy, do not report it, 

And unless it is a sin for you, do not 
reveal it.t 

For someone heard you and Watched 22 
you, 

And in time will hate you. 

Have you heard a word? Let it die with 
you. | 23 

Take courage; it will not burst you. 

But a fool will suffer birth-pangs » 
because of such a word, | 24 

Like a woman in labor with a child. | 

Like an arrow stuck in the flesh of a 

thigh, | ME 





ATAINSTE DIS 


dom begins with the fear of the Lord (v. 18). 


There is a cleverness that is an 








So ii isa alword inside a fool 

Question a friend; perhaps 
do it. 

And if he did something, 

will not repeat it.t 


he did io 
perhaps hy 
Question a neighbor; perhaps 


not say it. sig dig 

And if he did say it, 
twice. | 

Question a friend, for often jt ; is s at 

So do not believe every word. ~ 

A person slips, but it was not his 
intention; 

For who has not sinned with his 
tongue? 

Question your neighbor before you 
threaten him, 

And give place to the law of the Ms | 
High. 


~% The Wise and the Clever peels 


All wisdom is the fear of the Lord, 

And in all wisdom there is the doing 
of the Law.t- 

Wisdom is not the knowledge of evil 

Nor is there discernment in the 
counsel of sinners. ; 


may he not tsai 





n i 


abomination, 

And there is a fool who is s lacking in 
wisdom. 

Better is a man who is afraid but lacs 
understanding, 

Than a man who abounds in 
discernment but transgresses| the 
law. 

There is a precise cleverness ; which 
itself is unjust; — 

And there is one who is offensive tl 
justice may be revealed. — | 

There is an evildoer bowed down it 
mourning, ` 

But inwardly he is full of deceit. 

He covers his face and pretends t 
deaf, 


oo 


_ But when no one notices, he ide 


advantage of you. 































— , ae 939 — WISDOM OF SIRACH 20:17 
5 If he is prevented from sinning The man who talks too much will be 
because he lacks strength, detested, 


When he later finds an opportunity, he 
will do evil. 
A man will be known by his 


And the man who stands on his rights 
will be hated. 


appearance, c. Buying and Selling = 

And a man of intelligence will be There is prosperity in the midst of 
known adversities, 

By his countenance when you meet But there is also a sum realized by a 
him.t sale for a loss.t 


The clothing of a man and the way he 
laughs and walks 
Give indication of who he is. 


There is a gift that will not profit you, 

And there is a gift where the 
repayment is double. 

There is a loss because of glory, 

And there is a man who raises his 
head from a humble state. 


<=. When to Speak «= 
There is a rebuke which is not 


timely, U3 | There is a man who buys much with 
And there is he who is silent but has little, 
discernment. 


But pays for it sevenfold. 

A wise man will make himself beloved 
through his words, 

But the kindnesses of fools will be 


1 How much better it is to rebuke than 
to seethe with anger, 
3 He who confesses his fault will be kept 





from loss.t forgotten. | 
* Like the desire of a elinuch'to violate a The gift of a senseless man will not 
maiden, TRARNE. benefit you, 
So is the man who executes justice by | For his eyes are many instead'of one.t 
violence.t 


U “EMS ; |!) He will give little but insult much, 
There is a man who is silent but is | And he will open his mouth like a 


found to be wise. 


herald. - 
And there is a man who is hateful Today he will lend but tomorrow he 
because he talks too much.t will demand it back; 
” There is a man who is silent because Such a man is hateful. 
he has no answer, I | 
And there is a man who is silent =. A Man without Grace m 
because he knows when to speak. |16 A fool will say, “I have no friend, 
A wise man will keep silent until it is And I get no thanks for my good 
the right time to speak, deeds.t | 
But an arrogant and undiscerning man | '7 Those who eat my bread are worthless 
will speak out of turn, _ In their speech.” 





19:26, 27 Outward appearance can be an indicator of wisdom. 
20:3 The martyr Cyprian (200-258), in a passage attributed to him calling this book by its nickname 
Ecclesiasticus, “meaning “Church Book,” places Sirach on a par with all other Scripture. Many church 
athers also quoted from Sirach. In his treatise, Cyprian quotes first from 17:24-26 and then from 20:3. 
This document includes a great many Scripture quotes, mostly from the LXX but also a few from the NT, 
*nd is worthy to be studied by all Christians. 

4 A eunuch is a castrated man who serves as an attendant to a sovereign in his bedchamber or 
harem, The analogy here is that a man who uses senseless violence to bring about justice is impotent in 
Producing justice. 

3-8 The church fathers insist that the most difficult discipline for most of us is learning to keep 

silent, “Now what ought we to learn before everything else, but to be silent, that we may be able to 
peak? Lest my voice should condemn me, before that of another acquit me, it is written: 'By thy words 
an o halt be condemned’” (AmbM). 

bet These verses employ contrasting terms to show that things are not always as they appear to 


20:14, 


World 


15 Beware of fools bearing gifts! } | 
' 17 The foolish man awash in self-pity complains about being friendless and unappreciated. His 
revolves around himself, and he becomes a laughingstock to all. 








WISDOM OF SIRACH 20:18 


How many will laugh scornfully at 
him, and how often? 
18 A slip on the ground is better than a 
slip of the tongue; 








And like a muzzle onthe m a 
turn aside rebukes, Uth the 

30, Wisdom hidden and unseen “a 
What profit is there in either of E 


Thus the downfall of evil will come them? 
speedily. 31 Better is the man who hides his 
19 A man without grace is like a story foolishness 


told at the wrong time; 
It will continue on the lips of the 
ignorant.t 
20 A parable from the lips of a fool will 
be rejected, 
For he does not tell it at its proper 
time. 


Than a man who hides his wisdom, 


m, Flee from Sin SS 


2 My son, have you sinned? 
No longer add to them, but pray 
about your former sins,t 
2 Flee from sin as you would from the 
presence of a snake, 
For if you approach it, it will bite You 
Its teeth are like lion’s teeth, _—| 
destroying the souls of men, | 
|3 All lawlessness is like a two-edged 


~~ Commentary on Sinners > 
21 -There is one who is hindered from 
sinning because of his poverty, 
So when he rests, he will not be 





pierced with sorrow. sword, 
22 There is one who may lose his life | For there is no healing from its 
through shame, | wound,t > aeta 
Or lose it because of his ioctish | 
countenance: t .. Panic and violence will sa! wasteto | 





wealth. 

Likewise, the house of an arrogant 
man will be laid waste: - 

The prayer of a poor. man goes from 


a friend because of sname, 


233 There is one who makes 2 promise ic 
And needlessly gains himas an | 

| 

| 

| 


enemy. = 
24 A lie is an evil disgrace in a man, | his mouth to God's ears, — 
It will continue on the lips-of the And His judgment comes speedily: 
ignorant. 6 Whoever hates rebuke walks:in the 


steps of a sinner, 


235 A thief is preferable to a continual liar; 
But he who fears the Lord will return 


Both, however, will inherit destruction. 


26 The character of a liar brings to Him with his heart. 
dishonor, 7 -A man powerful in speech is nee 
And his shame is continually with from afar, y 
him. But an intelligent man knows whee 
Slips. ng Ai 


æ Ways of the Wise > 
27 A wise man will advance himself with 
his words, 


|8 He who builds his house with other 


people’s money it 
And a man with discernment will Is like a man who gathers his so! 
please great men. a storm. 
28 A man who works the earth will raise |% | The assembly of the lawless js iket 
up his harvest, bundle of kindling > 


And he who pleases great men will, 
atone for wrongdoing. 
29 Presents and gifts blind the eyes of the 
wise, 


Whose end is’a flame of fire. . 

410 The way of sinners is paved with 
stones, 

But at its end is the pit of Had 















‘4 


20: 19 This definition ofa {cols as aman without! grace serves as a reminder to Christians to reyot 
grace of God in their speech instead of merely on their own understanding. 
21:1-3 A simple and powerful summary of the attitude of the repentant believer. If one bel" 
is not to continue in it. Rather, he is to pray urgently for forgiveness. The humble believer mu: 
sin as dangerous, as much as a poisonous snake. St. Paul follows this exhortation when he så 
sexual immorality” (1Co 6:18). pe 
21:3 Lawlessness is any form of rebellion against the duly constituted authority over us. col at "| 
“every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes” (Dt 12:8). Whig Thee Bi 









_ 941 ___ WISDOM OF SIRACH 22:4 


2! Toa wise man instruction is like a 
golden ornament 
And like a bracelet on the right arm. 


s Wise or Foolish? e~ 
a He who keeps the law controls his 
thoughts; 
The end result of the fear of the Lord 
is wisdom.t 
» He who is not astute cannot be 
taught, 
But there is an astuteness that 
increases bitterness. 
3 The knowledge of a wise man is like a 
flood, 
And his counsel will flow abundantly 
as a fountain of life.t 
u The inner workings of a fool are like a 
broken vessel, 
For he will not hold onto any 
knowledge. 


22 ‘The foot of a fool quickly enters a 
|, house, 
But a man with much experience will 
stand respectfully outside. 
“3 A man without discernment peers into 
a house from the door, 
But a well-educated man will stand 
outside. 
24 A man shows his lack of education 
when he listens at the door, 
But a prudent man_will be grieved by 
this disgrace. 
49. The lips of the unwise will describe 
-things in detail, 
But the words of the prudent will 
| balance the scale. 
26 The heart of fools is in their mouth, 
But the mouth of the wise is in their 
heart. 
27 When an ungodly man curses Satan, 
He curses his own soul.t 
48 ‘The whisperer defiles his own soul 
And will be hated in his own 


5 Jf aman of understanding hears a 
wise word, 
He will praise it and add to it: 
But if a self-indulgent man hears it. it 
displeases him, | 
And he turns his back on it. 
ê The explanation ofa ioo! is ‘like a 
burden on a journey, 
But grace will be on the lips of an 
intelligent man.* 





" The utterance’ of a sensible person will ners upeuneed nals 
be sought in the assembly, 
And they will ponder his words in 2 A lazy man may be compared to a 
their heart.t filthy stone, 
And everyone hisses at his dishonor.t 
* Like a house that has disappeared, 2 ` A lazy man may be compared to the 
So is wisdom to a fool, filth of manure; 
And the knowledge ofa foolish man is Everyone who picks it up will shake it 
words | off his hand. i 
That will not stand up to examination.. | 
* To a foolish man, instruction is like œ~ A Father’s Disar ace 
chains on the feet 3 The disgrace of a father is begetting 
„ ‘snd like handcuffs on the right hand. an undisciplined son, . 
A fool raises his voice when he And a foolish daughter is born to his 
laughs, loss.t 
But an astute man will Smile quietly 4 Asensible daughter will bring an 


with some hesitation. inheritance to her husband, ; 






| 21:11 


~28 This passage is a brilliant series of comparisons and contrasts of wisdom and folly. 
| i mets guidance of a wise man flows abundantly from his lips because it comes from the Holy Spirit 
13:11), | 


21: 
1:16 Literally, “the exegesis of a fool.” 
“ St Paul speaks of “the word of wisdom” (1Co 12:8). 


W ude 9 also warns against rebuking Satan, instead instructing us to say, "The am ‘onthe yout 
€ also Zec 3:2, 
22:4 


29 A Powerful condemnation of laziness The filthy stone was used like toilet paper—which explains 


22. 
| Wore nes the father is n aisin responsible for the discipline of children, St. Paul issues a helpful 





il 
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j6 A wooden beam bound tog P 
building ether iy 





But a shameful one is a grief to her 
father. 


5 An arrogant daughter shames both Will nonne a loose in an 
father and husband, | II SS 
And she will be dishonored by both. SO aneas ioe i by reason 


6 An ill-timed statement is like mournful 
music, | l 
But the chastising and instruction of 
wisdom are always timely. 


Will not be afraid in a crisis, : 
17 A heart settled on intelligent tho... 
Is like a plaster decoration ong ~ 

| smooth wall. 
i8 As fences set on a high place wil ny 
| stand firm against the wing — 
So a cowardly heart in the thought 


-s. The Fool > 


He who teaches a fool is like one who 
glues pottery together, 


=] 


Or like trying to arouse one from a a fool ji A 
sound sleep. Cannot stand firm against any king, 
8 He who tells something to a fool tells fear. 


it to a drowsy man, eA 
And at the end he will say, “What is it?” | 
9 Tf children live honestly, and have 


æ Building Friendships +- 
19 He who pokes his eye will cause tean 


tofali : 
pher miina . And he who pierces a heart revealsii 
They shall cover the baseness of their feeling: | ail 
Barents: 20 Throwing a rock at birds scares then! 
10 But children, being haughty, through 3 ae I) 


disdain and want of nurture 
Stain the nobility of their kindred. 
11 Weep for a dead man, for he felt tne 
light behind; 
But weep over a fool; for he left 
intelligence behind. 
Weep gladly for a dead man, because 


And disgracing a friend will breaky) 
a friendship. a 
21 If you draw a sword against a friend | 
Do not despair, for a restoration of | 
friendship is possible. 
22. Tf you open your mouth against a 


friend, 
he is at rest; | Orr k nciliation is 
But the life of the fool is worse than Ze se POY ronmced J 
death.’ : But as for reviling or arrogance 
12 Mourning for a dead man lasts seven revealing secrets or a treachett® 
days blow— H 
But mourning for a fool or an ungodly with behavior like this any friend™ 
man lasts all his life. fies tee 
!3 Do not hold a conversation with a fool, : $ 
And do not visit with a senseless man. |23 Gain your neighbor’s trust when hes) 


Beware of him, so as to avoid trouble, 
And you will not be defiled when he 
shakes himself off. 
Stay away from him, and you will find 
rest 
And not be exhausted by his insanity.t 
l4 What will be heavier than lead? 
And what will be his name but “Fool”? 
5 Sand, salt, and a piece of iron are 
easier to bear 
Than a senseless man. 


poor, j 

So you may be fulfilled with himii 

he prospers. zal 

Stand by him in his time of troub 

That when he gets his inheritanti 
may share it with him. i 

24 As the smoke and vapor of a W 

precede a fire, | 

So abuses precede bloodshed: A 

25 Twill not be ashamed to shelte A 

friend, =a 





i) 







22:11 The concept of rest for the dead suggests a life after death, not a cessation of existen® | 
22:13 Close contact with a fool can defile a person, and his influence is an exhausting irritation a 
22:22 St. John Chrysostom has a lengthy discourse on friendship in which he quotes from th 4 3 tee : 
listing the evil actions that destroy friendship: “reproaching . .. and revealing of a secret a are tt 
erous wound,” He goes on to say, “For there is nothing good without friendship . . . 50 jet th ourc 
man having ten thousand talents and another a hundred friends: the latter is more rich Inf i 
than the former.” 








) 3 O Lord, Father and Master of my 


bh 


0 


saath d I will not hide 








| from his face. 

If anything bad happens to me 
because of him, 

Everyone who hears about it will 
beware of him. 


Who will set a guard over my mouth, 

And a prudent seal over my lips, 

That I may not fall because of them, 

And that my tongue may not destroy 
me?t 


= A Prayer for Wisdom m>. 


life, 
Do not leave me to their counsel. 
Nor let me fall because of them.t 
Who will set whips over my thoughts 
And the discipline of wisdom over my 
heart, 
So they may not spare me in my 
errors, | 13 
Nor neglect me in my'sins? | 
Lest my mistakes be multiplied | 
And my sins abound. | 
Then I would not fa!l before my | 
| 





adversaries, 
And my enemy wouid not rejoice ever 
me. 
O Lord, Father and the God of my life, 
do not give me haughty eyes, 
But turn me away from evil desire. 
Do not let gluttony or lust overcome 
me, 
Nor give me up to a shameless soul. 15 


«~ Warning to Children => 
My children, hear the teaching of my 


mouth, 

For he who keeps it will not be K: 
conquered. 

A sinner will be overtaken by his lips, 

And a slanderer and arrogant man 17 
will be made to stumble by 
them. 

Do not accustom your mouth to 
VOWS, i 


Nor make a habit of using the name of 
the Holy One.t 

For as a servant who is continually 
beaten will not lack bruises, 


So also he who makes a vow and 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 23:17 





continually names the Holy One 

Will never be cleansed from sin. 

A man who swears many oaths will be 
filled with lawlessness, 

And that plague will not depart from 
his house. 

If he offends, his sin will be on him, 

And if he overlooks it, he has sinned 
doubly. 

If he swears in vain, he will not be 
declared righteous, 

For his house will be filled with trouble. 


There is a way of speaking 
comparable to death. 

May it not be found in the inheritance 
of Jacob; 

For all these things will be far from 
the godly, 

And they will not be involved in sins. 

Do not accustom your mouth to lewd 
expressions, 

For this is sinful speech. 

Remember your father and mother 

When you sit in council with great 
men, 

Lest you forget yourself in their 
presence 

And by habit act foolishly. 

Then you will wish you had never 
been born, 

And you will curse the day of your 
birth. 

A man accustomed to abusive words 

Will never discipline himself as long 
as he lives. 


æ Men of Sin -7 

Two kinds of men multiply sins, 

And a third kind will bring down 
wrath: 

A soul heated like a burning fire 

Will not be quenched until it is 
consumed; | | 

A man whose whole body is given to 
fornication 

Will not cease until the fire burns out. 


‘To a man who is a fornicator, all bread 


is sweet. 
He will not grow weary until he dies. 


22:27 This passage amplifies Ps 140:3, which is sung at Vespers. | 
3:1-6 It appears this prayer may have formed the basis for the Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian, the 
Prayer of repentance which Orthodox Christians pray repeatedly throughout Great Lent, though that 


Prayer is simpler and shorter. 


‘9 Ben Sirach’s warning 
°W made in the name of the Ho 


reflects the serious matter of making vows and not fulfilling them, To break 
ly One would be to take God's name in vain (Ex 20:7), 
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8 The man who transgresses against his 



















She will leave behind her mem ry . 


marriage bed Curse, a) 
Says to himself, “Who sees me? And her disgrace will not be ble Ky 
Darkness encircles me. out. | 


27 Those left behind will know 
There is nothing better than thes 
the Lord; Ne teary 
And there is nothing sweeter i 
Than to give heed to the Lord's 


The walls of my house hide me, 

And no one sees me. 

Why should I be afraid? 

The Most High will not remember my 
sins.” 


t9 His fear is the eyes of men. commandments. 
Yet Re ae! He know that the eyes of n Int Praise of Wisden 
Are ten thousand times brighter than P Wisdom will praise herself, 
the sun And in the midst of her people she 


will boast.t 

? In the assembly of the Most High, ite 
| will open her mouth 
And boast in the presence of His 


And look upon all the ways of men, 

And observe even the secret places. 
20- Before all things were created, 

Everything was known to Him, 


And the end of all things is also | host. 
known to Him.t | 3 “I came forth from the mouth of the 
41. This adulterer will be punished in the Most High 


And covered the earth like a mistt | 
|4 J pitched my tent in the high places 
And my throne on the pillar of cloud 
19 [| alone encircle the ring of heaven, 
And I walk in the depth of the 


city streets, 
And where he does net suspect it, he 
will be seized. 


a Women of Sin 2 


2 So also the woman who forsook her abyss. 
husband 6 = Tn the waves of the sea, in all te 
And brought in an heir by another earth, : 
man. And in every people and nation TE 
23 For she first disobeyed the law ofithe | I have gained a possession. — 
Most High: 7 With all these, I have sought a placet 
And second, she transgressed against rest; : 
her husband: In what inheritance will I lodge? 


And third, in her fornication she 
committed adultery 
And bore children by a stranger. 
24 She will be brought before the 


8 “Then the Creator of. all things 
commanded me, 
And He who created me gave! mea 


assembly, | place to live. 
And there shall be a visitation of her He said, ‘Pitch your tent in Jacob |, 
children. And receive an inheritance in Israel" 


25 Her children will not take root, 


| Before the age, He created me fron 
And her branches will not bear fruit. 


the beginning, 





23:20 This verse is very clear on God's foreknowiedde: all things are known to Him. 


24:1 This chapter is a poetic discourse on Wisdom, which can only find its fulfillment in “Christ, and aa 
is viewed by the early church fathers as being Christological. The Greek word sophia (wisdom) y's Ly 
nine in gender, and therefore the pronouns associated with. it are translated in the feminine. 
carnate Christ is revealed as the eternally begotten Son, God of God, co-equal with the rathan 
Wisdom, the preincarnate Son, is exalted above all. Perhaps St. Paul had this pasaga in min 
penned Php 2:5-11, which many believe is an early Christian hymn. | TOT 


24:3 "Observe the peculiar attribute of the Divine Generation, that the Son doth not seem to wie 
come forth out of any place, but as God from God, a Son from a Father, nor to have a beginning 
course of time, having come forth from the Father by being born, as He Himself who was boma 
came forth from the mouth of the Most High'” (AmbM), 
24:8 Created me is a prophecy concerning the incarnation of Wisdom. He is Christ; the power a | 


gi 
dom of the Father (1Co 1:24), The phrases a place to Ave) a tent un Jacob, and an inheritance 2 Sa 
also emphasize the Incarnation. j 
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And in the age to come I will not 

cease.t 

| serve before Him in His holy 
tabernacle; 

Therefore, I am established in Zion. 

in the beloved city likewise He gives 
me rest, 

And my authority is in Jerusalem. 

Į am firmly rooted among an honored 
people, 

Among the Lord’s portion, His 
inheritance. 


3 “Like a cedar tree I was raised on high 
in Lebanon, 

Like a cypress tree in the mountains of 
Hermon. 

I was exalted like a palm tree in 
En-Gedi 

And like rose bushes in Jericho; 

I was exalted like a beautiful olive tree 
in the plain 

And grew tall like a piane-tree. 

| gave forth the fragrance of aromatic 
spices | 

Like cinnamon and camel-thorn, 

And I spread a fragrance like choice 
myrrh, 

And like galbanum, onyx, and oil of 
myrrh, 

And like the fragrance of frankincense 
in the tabernacle. 

I spread forth my branches like a 
terebinth tree, 

And my branches were glory and 

grace.t 

I yield grace like a vine, 

And my flowers produce the fruit of 
glory and riches. 7 | 

lam the mother of fair love, and fear, 
and knowledge, and holy hope: 

I therefore, being eternal, am given to 
all my children who are named by 
Him. | 


19 ur | 
Come to me, you who desire me, 
And take your fill of my fruits. 
For the remembrance of me is sweeter 
than honey, | 





4 The phrases before the age, from the beginning, 
d me is prop 
med a human nature at His co 


oi beginning. The statement He create 
othe and wisdom of the Father, assu 
‘16 rof God, the Ever-virgin Mary, 
ial 17 St. Paul teaches that in Christ we t 
Though the Christian finds true nourishmen 


hung 
ner and thirst for more of Christ in all 
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29 


30 


| 31 


32 


33 


and in the age to come show that Wisdom is 
hetic of the Incarnation as well. For Christ, the 
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And my inheritance is sweeter than 
the honeycomb. 

Those who eat me will hunger for 
more, 

And those who drink me will thirst for 
more.t 

He who obeys me will not be put to 
shame, 

And those who work with me will not 
sin.” i 

All this is the book of the covenant of 
the Most High God— 

The law Moses commanded us, 

The inheritance of the congregations 
of Jacob. 

Faint not to be strong in the Lord; 

That He may confirm you, cleave unto 
Him: | 

For the Lord Almighty is God-alone, 

And beside Him there is no other 
Savior. yh 

This law fills men with wisdom, 

Like the.Pishon and the Tigris at the 
time of firstfruits; 

And it fills them with understanding, 

Like the Euphrates and the Jordan.at 
the time of harvest. .__ 

This law shines forth instruction like 

light, | ate 

Like the Gihon in the days of vintage. 

As the first man did not know wisdom 
perfectly, 

So the last man has not searched out 
her depths. : 

For her thoughts are deeper than the 
sea 

And her counsel than the great abyss. 





I went forth like a canal from a river 

And like an aqueduct into a garden. 

| said, “I will water my garden 

And drench the garden beds.” 

And behold, my canal became a river, 

And my river became a sea. 

I will yet make instruction shine like 
the morning, | | 

And I will make it shine far away. 

| will yet pour forth teaching like 
prophecy, 





nception in the womb of the 


find a superabundance of the riches of grace (Eph 1:7, 8). 
tin the Body and Blood of Christ, he will always 


aspects of life. 
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And I will leave it behind for future 
| generations, 
34 As you can see, I have not labored for 
myself alone, 
But for all who seek wisdom. 


~. Numbered Sayings 7 


Oh = There are three things beautiful to 
see, 


And they are beautiful before the Lord 


and men: 

The harmony of brothers, friendship 
between neighbors, 

And a wife and husband well-adjusted 
together.t 

My soul hates three kinds of men, 

And I am very offended with their 
lifestyle: 

A beggar who is arrogant, a rich man 
who is a liar, 

And an old man who is an adulterer 
and lacks understanding. 


-=. Wisdom of the Aged -= 
3 Jf you have gathered nothing in your 
youth, | 
How can you find anything in your old 
age? | 
4 Judgment is like beauty in gray hair, 
And in elders, it is to know counsel. 
9 Wisdom is like the beauty of old men, 
And in those who are glorious, if is 
understanding and counsel. 
6 The crown of old men is great 
experience, 
For their boast is the fear of the Lord. 


sa, Ten Blessings = — 
7 In my heart I have blessed nine 
suppositions, 
And I will mention a tenth: 
A father who delights in his children; 
A man who lives to see the downfall of 
his enemies;t 
8 A husband who is blessed to live with 
an understanding wife; 
A man who does not slip with his 
tongue; 





25:1-15 Though these verses primarily describe those worthy of praise, they also includ 
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A man who has not served a ma, œ 
worthy than himself; j man ley 
A man who is blessed to find 
Ei 
A man who is blessed to spe 
that listen; jh t0 ean 
And a man who has found wie; 
how blessed he is! sco 
But there is no one greater than a ma 
who fears the Lord. | 
The fear of the Lord is more importay 
than anything. = 
To what will it be compared? 


æ An Evil Wife 7- | 

Any wound, but not a wound of the | 

heart! 
Any evil, but not an evil wife! 

Any misery, but not the misery of 
those who hate me! J 
Any vengeance, but not the vengeane 
of enemies! | | 


There is no head worse than the head 
of a snake, 

And there is no anger worse than the 
anger of an enemy. 

I would rather live with a lion ora 
snake than with an evil wife! 

The evil of a wife changes her 
appearance a 4 

And darkens her face like that ofa 
bear. | | 

Her husband will go to his neighbors 
for meals, ) 

And he sighs bitterly and 
involuntarily. ad 

Any evil is small compared to the € 
of a wife. | 

May the portion of a sinner fall upo | 
her! | of 

A sandy hill of ascent for the feet‘ 
an oldman— | a ane 

Such is an overly talkative wife © 
quiet husband. 

Do not fall for the beauty of 4 
woman, | 





of the unworthy (v. 2). It is interesting that one of the great celibate monks of the Church, st, Joh be 


tween man and wife, if they be joined together as they should be . . . nothing whatever iS more 


Chrysostom, should say of v. 1: “For there is no relationship between man and man so close a pe 
i 


cious than to be... loved by a wife and to love her.” 


25:7 The Christian must love and pray for his enemies while rejoicing at the downfall of ve owing 
25:15 Ben Sirach continues his diatribe on the evil wife (vv, 15-25, and again in 26:5-12). Fo eft | 
each of these passages are sections praising a good wife 


game for this outspoken author! 


jeat 
(26:1-4, 13-18). Both vice and virtue 3 











) 





There is wrath, insole 





=M —>—_ 


nee, and great 





shame 
When a wife supports her husband.t 7 
A downcast heart, a sad face, and a 
wounded heart 
Are caused by an evil wife. | 
Drooping hands and weakened knees |s 
Are caused by a wife who does not 
make her husband happy. 9 
Sin had its beginning from a wife, 
And because of her we all die. 
Do not give water an outlet, 10 
Nor boldness to an evil wife.t 
If she does not follow your good 
leadership, 
Cut her off from yourself.t 


™ A. Good Wife -=> 
Happy is the husband of a good 
wife; 
The number of his days will be 
doubled.t 
A courageous wife makes her husband 
glad, 
And his years will be fuli cf neace. 
A good wife is a good portion, 
And she will be given in the portion 
Of those who fear the Lord: 
The good heart of a rich or a poor 
man 
ls a cheerful face at all times. 


13 


™®. Fallen Womanhood = 
My heart fears because of three 
things, 
And I pray to God concerning a 
fourth: 
The slander of a city, the gathering of — 
a mob, ) If 
And a false accusation—all these are 
worse than death.t 
ere is also pain of heart and sorrow 
hen a wife is jealous over another 17 





SIRACH 26:17 


And a tongue-lashing makes it known 


to all. 

An evil wife is like an ox-yoke that 
Shakes to and fro, 

And to take hold of her is like 
grabbing a scorpion. 

A drunken wife is very wrathful, 

And she will not conceal her shame. 

The fornication of a wife will be 
known 

By her haughty looks and her eyelids.t 

Keep strong watch over a headstrong 
daughter, Š 

Lest she find some liberty and make 
the most of it. 

Be on guard against her shameless 
eye, 

And do not be amazed if she 
trespasses against you. 

Her mouth will open like a thirsty 
traveler’s . 

And drink from any water nearby. 

She will sit down before every tent peg 

And open her quiver to any arrow. 


æ A Blessed Wife => 

A wife’s grace will delight her 
husband, 

And her skill will put fat on his 
bones.t 4 

A silent wife is a gift from the Lord, 

And there is nothing worth as much as 
a disciplined soul. 

A modest wife is blessing upon 
blessing, > 

And there is no scale adequate to 
weigh a self-controlled soul. 

Like the sun rising in the Lord’s 
heaven 

Is the beauty of a good wife in the 
ordering of her house. 

Like a lamp shining on the holy 
lampstand 


ly 


: the un 
| lang R his passage warns of the sin of sexual 
pii hing looks, and ogling, which is to wink with the eyes 


25:9 

i 
call 

Ihe inc 


ome, be aware of these warnings of Ben Sirach. 


a torrent of wicked deeds. 


the eyes” (ClemA), i 


1 Historically, it 4s seen as disgraceful for a wife to financially support her husband. When neces- 
5 for the Hand to stay at feo with the children and keep the house while the wife earns 


i i ese ood, so also an emboldened evil wife can 
Prog “Ust. as neglecting a crack in a reservoir could cause a flo a | 


U 
25:25 
269 


he OT rules concerning divorce were less strict than those given by Jesus. | 

lge -^ good wife brings her husband happiness (wv. |, 2, 4), long life ( v. 1), and peace (v. 2). 

i Sr listing three fears, Ben Sirach declares the fourra be the wife who is jealous over an- 
Oman, T lication is that her jealousy is unfounded. | 

» iat : promiscuity, Clement of Alexandria says of v. 9, “But 


is nothing else than to commit adultery 


This passage makes many of the same observations as 1Pt 3:1-6. 
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Is the beauty of a countenance in the 
prime of life. 
i8 Beautiful feet with a steady heart 
Are like golden pillars on a silver base. 


a, Three Griefs 7> 


19 My heart is grieved by two things, 
And because of a third, anger arises 


Do not praise a man before he pe ^ 
the way he reasons, Mealy 
For this is the way a man is tegteg 


If you pursue righteousness oa 
attain it — "YOU wi 

And put it on like a glorious robet 

As birds flock with their own king 


within me: | So also truth will return to those as. 

A man of war in want because of practice it. = = py wig 
poverty; | As a lion lies in wait for his prey 

Men of intelligence who suffer So sin lies in wait for those who dọ 
contempt; wrong. ES 


And a man who turns back from 
righteousness to Sin. 
The Lord will prepare this one for the 
sword. 
a The Merchant == 


= Speaking Wisely > oe | 
The talk of a godly man is always 
wise, | : 

But a fool changes like the moon, 
Among senseless men, limit your — 


20 With difficulty a merchant will deliver time; el 
himself from wrongdoing, | Instead, spend it with menof 
And a peddler will not be acquitted understanding. = 





The talk of fools is offensive, 

And they laugh at the lewdness of sit’ 

4 Speech filled with swearing will mat, 
one’s hair stand on end, 

And quarreling will make one stop hi 


from sin.t 


J 7 Many have sinned to make a profit, 
And he who seeks riches will turn 
away his eyes. 


2 Asa stake will be driven tightly — ears. 20 
between fitted stones. 15 The quarreling of the arrogant leads t 

So sin will be wedged between selling bloodshed, y 

| And their abusive language is hard ot 


and buying. en 
3 Ifa man does not hold steadfastly to 
the fear of the Lord, 
His house will be soon overturned. 
s Tested by Reason “> 
4 When a sieve is shaken, the refuse 


the ears. 


He who reveals secrets destroys his 
credibility, ue 
And he will not find a friend for lit 
Love your friend, ee 
And be trustworthy with him; nat 


remains; 
So a man’s filth remains in the way he But if you reveal his secrets, d0 
reasons.t | pursue him closely. © n 
For as surely as a man has destroy ed 


5 Asa furnace tests a potter’s vessels, 


So the test of a man is in the way he his enemy, 


So you have destroyed the friendsh? : 





reasons\t 
6 As fruit reveals how a tree is of your neighbor. iN vou! 
cultivated, As you might release a bird from ® 
So a man’s reasoning process reveals hand, a 
his heart. is So you have let your neighbo! g0: A 
26:20—27:3 Business-related scandals are not new. Unless a merchant holds steadfastly to the fe" | 


the Lord, the work of his hands will be overturned. . 
27:4-7 Jesus Christ must be the Lord of our reasoning process (v. 6), keeping our motives pure: , tall 


27:5 Cyprian of Carthage (martyred ap 258) sees this passage as the basis of St. pagis ane : k: tot 
4 a ) > l 


sufferings: “This, in short, is the difference between us and others who know not Go aie alte 
tune they complain and murmur, while adversity does not call us away from the truth of virtu | 
de (Mt 5:6) ae 
it [Orne 


1 


faith, but strengthens us by its suffering,” | 

27:8 The Lord Jesus Christ confirmed and amplified this truth in His fourth Beatitu 
27:13, 14 Trash talk and swearing may make a man look tough, but Ben Sirach is right: 
and gains no respect from others. | l | 








And you will not catch him. 
» Do not pursue him, for he has 
withdrawn far away 
And has escaped like a deer from a 
snare. | 
ıı For a wound can be bandaged and an 
insult forgiven, 
But anyone who reveals secrets is 
without hope. 


949 WISDOM OF SIRACH 28:10 





30 Anger and wrath, these are also 
abominations, 
And a sinful man shall possess both. 


9) He who seeks revenge will find it 
from the Lord, 
And He will surely punish his sins.* 
_®, Showing Mercy -= - 
2 Forgive a wrong done you by your 


» He who winks with his eye plots evil neighbor; 
deeds, i Then your sins will be pardoned when 
And no one can draw him away from | you pray.t 
them. -` |3 Canaman preserve wrath against his 
2 His speech will be sweettin'your neighbor 
presence, - And still seek healing from the Lord?t 


And he will marvel at your words: 4 Can- he show no mercy toward:a man 


But later his speech will distort what like himself - 
you said, And still beg God for mercy for 
And he will cause trouble with your himself?t | 
words. 5 If he being flesh keeps his anger — 
4% | hate many things, but none in continually, 


comparison to him: 
And the Lord will nate him. 
= Consequences of Sin..@ 
“^ He who throws a2 stone into the air 


Who will atone for his sins? 
6 Remember the end of your life 
And cease from enmity; aS 
Remember destruction and death 
And stand fast in the commandments.t 





And a treacherous biew will distribute And do not vent your wrath against 
Y wounds. 7) siam your neighbor; $ 
~ Hewho digs a pit will fall into it, | Remember the covenant of the Most - 
And he who sets a snare will be High 
7 caught in it. And overlook faults. 
“ He who does evil things will have it | 
roll back ‘on him, æ Cease Quarreling and Evil Talk -7> 
_ And he will not know what hit him.t 8 Refrain from quarreling and you will 
“Mockery and abuse come back on an decrease your sins, 
arrogant man, © | For a man who is hot-tempered will 
And vengeance lies in wait for him : kindle quarreling. 
| like a lion. 9 A sinful man will trouble his friends, 
* Those who rejoice at the fall of the And among those who live in peace he 
godly sÅ will inject unfriendliness. ~ 
Will be caught in a trap, 10 The heat of a fire will be kindled 
And pain will consume them before according to the amount of 
their death. | wood; digi labs 


27:27 Moses told the children of Israel the same thing in different words: "You will know your sin 
EN evils overtake you” (Nm 32:23). . } 
“3:1 This concept is recorded in Dt 32:35, and is affirmed by St. Paul in Rom 12:19, 
8:2 The Lord Jesus Christ echoed this truth in His Sermon on the Mount (Mt 6:14, 15), It is not that 
°0's grace and forgiveness are somehow purchased or earned by our first forgiving others. Rather, our 
UNforgiveness prevents us from having the humility to receive God's mercy and forgiveness. 
2:3 It is well known that those who are filled with wrath and discontent develop serious diseases. For- 
aNeness of others promotes our spiritual and physical healing. a: a aye 
i sen! of the most powerful of Christ's parables greatly amplifies this common human failing 
23-35), | | 
Aa The ne fathers often urge us to ponder our death and the great judgment seat of Christ in 
Er that we stand fast in a state of preparation for that awesome day, 
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So also the heat of a fire will be And they will not be burned in ity) - 
kindled according to the obstinacy flame. | Ut 
of quarreling. 23 Those who forsake the Lord willy 
According to the strength of a man, so into it, bom all | 
his anger shall be; And among them it will be kindjeg. | 
And according to his wealth, he will And it will not be quenched, ~ 
increase his wrath. It will set upon them like a lion, 
u A hasty quarrel kindles a fire, And like a leopard it will mangle they 
And a vigorous quarrel sheds blood. |” See that you fence in Your possessi 


12 Tf you blow on a spark, it will kindle a with thorns; ) 
Lock up your silver and gold,t 


fire, | , 
But if you spit on it, it will be 25 Make balances and scales for your — 
quenched; words 
Yet both come out of your mouth. And bar an bolt the door of your | s 
| mouth. 
3 Curse a slanderous and deceitful man, | “° peve S you make a slip with yoy 


For he has destroyed many who were 
at peace. 
14 Slander has unsettled many 
And scattered them from nation to 
nation; 
And it has destroyed strong cities 
And overturned the houses cf great 


Lest you fall victim before him who | ! 
lies in wait. : 
| ~. Loans and Gifts — | 
y He who shows mercy will lendo] 1 
his neighbor, 
And he who makes him strong witha 


men. . : | helping hand 
i5 Slander has driven away courageous Keeps the commandments.t | 
women 2 Lend to your neighbor in the time of 


And robbed them of their labors. 
16 He who devotes himself to slander will 
not find rest, : 
Nor shall he dwell in quietness. 
17 The blow from a whip causes a 


his need, | 
And when you borrow, repay your 
neighbor on time. - 
3 Keep your word and be trustworthy 
with him, 


wound, And on every occasion you will find | 
But a blow from the tongue breaks what you need. 
bones. 4 Many men, supposing aloan is liket 
18 : Many have fallen by the edge of the windfall, | 
sword, Cause trouble to those who be | 


5 He will kiss the lender’s hand un“ 
receives the loan, : 
And to get his neighbor’s money he | 
will lower his voice; will 
But at the time of repayment, hê "i 
put it off, ) 


But not so many as those who have 
fallen because of the tongue. 
19 Blessed is the man who is sheltered 
from it, 
Who has not passed through the anger 
of the tongue; 





Who does not drag its yoke And repay only with words of by 
And is not bound by its chains. indifference, 
20. For its yoke is a yoke of iron, And blame the times. wil | 
And its chains are chains of bronze. 6. If the lender is firm with him, he ‘ 
21 Its death is an evil death, barely get back half the loan | 
And Hades is preferable to it. And will consider it as a Wit fall. | y 
22 An evil tongue will not prevail over If the borrower does not repay®" | } 
the godly, He has robbed him of his money, 4 t 
28:24 Some see possessions as referring to the tongue, which is to be guarded as carefully 4 me | 
gold. Cyprian, apparently quoting the Vulgate, renders this verse as, “Hedge thine ears wit m «(CC 
hearken not to a wicked tongue,” ca t 
28:25, 26 The Church teaches us to weigh our words and to pray, “Set a watch, O Lord, before" 225 : 


mouth” (Ps 140:3), He who lies in wait is Satan, who desires to capture our soul. 
29:1 Christ expands on this in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:42). 
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“and needlessly made him an enemy. |18. Suretyship has driven influential men 
The lender will then repay him with from their homes, 
curses and insults, And they have wandered among 
And dishonor Instead of glory, foreign nations. 
19 


The sinner who chances upon 
suretyship 

And the man who pursues profit-taking 
will fall into judgment. 

| Help your neighbor according to your 

| ability, 

But watch out for yourself lest you fall. 


Many men, not because they are evil, 
Have refused to lend; : 
They have become afraid of being 
| needlessly robbed. 
; However, be patient with a man of 
humble circumstances, 
And do not keep him waiting for your 


alms. eon vie oar ‘ab 
` Because of the commandment, helpa | The os ARIAS is water, bread, 
poor man, | A IERI RR 
re alive : nd a house that offers privacy. 
an ee need, dO nob turn bin away 22 The life of a poor man under a shelter 
: f logs 
” Lose your money for the sake of a 5 
brother and friend: Is better nan great food in another 
Do not let it rust under a stone and be man's nouse. 


231 Be content with little or much, 
And you will not hear your guest 


lost.t 
i! Lay up your treasure according to the 





commandments of the Most High, |,, _, insulted. Ee gee eae 
For this will profit you more than ~ Going from house to house is a bad 
gold.t way to live, 


And where you are visiting, you dare 
| not open your mouth. 
=% “You will entertain guests and give 
drink to the ungrateful, 
And besides this you will hear bitter 
words: 
2 “Come here, stranger; set the table, 
And if you have any food at hand, feed 
me.” 
27 “Get out, stranger, somebody more 
important is here: bts Oe 
My brother has come as my guest: 
I need my house.” 
28 These things are hard for a sensible 
man to take: 
The rebuke of a household and the 
abuse of a creditor. 


2 Store alms in your siorerooms. 
And they will deliver you from all 
affliction. 
“ More than a mighty shield and better 
than a strong spear 
Almsgiving will fight for you against 
| your enemy. 


A good man will go surety for his 
neighbor, 
But a man who has lost his sense of 
_ Shame will forsake him. 
Do not forget the kindness his surety 
has done for you, 
, for he has given his life for you. 
A sinner wil] overthrow the good 
things of his Surety, 
nd the ungrateful man will forsake 
his deliverer on purpose. 
Suretyship has destroyed many 
Prosperous men 
tossed them about like waves of 
the seq. 
9:10.43) 


æ Raising Children .= 


3 The man who loves his son will 
chastise him often, 
So he may rejoice in him in his later 
years.t 


And 





by ‘What is so likely to win favor as gratitude? . . . What [is] more natural than to love one who 
ae AmbM). Thus, we are urged to give our money to help a brother and friend (v. 10). 

he This passage is a precursor to Christ's words in Mt 6:19-21. Since the Sermon on the Mount is 
to a “hte Lord's teachings, and since it rings with many words and concepts from Sirach, it is easy 
ay ely the early Church gave the book the nickname “Ecclesiasticus” (Church Book). Verses 12 and 

One EUS to Keep an alms fund in a safe place so it will be available when we meet a needy person, 
the ol ii S generous to the poor will be protected from affliction and his enemy. Perhaps following 
4.4, <N, some fathers read v. 12 as, “Store up your alms in the heart of the poor man." 
the qu 30d believes in discipline! Heb 12:5-10 reveals how the Lord disciplines His children, and asks 

estion, “What son is there whom a father does not chasten?” (v. 7). 








WISDOM OF SIRACH 30:2 : 
“He who disciplines his son will orofit 
by him 
And boast of him among 
acquaintances. | 
The man who teaches his son will 
make his enemy jealous 
And will rejoice exceedingly over him 
among friends. 
+ When his father dies, it is as though he 
is not dead, 
For he left behind one like himself. 
While he lived, he saw and rejoiced in 
him, 
And when he died, he was not grieved. 
6 Before his enemies, he left pening an 
avenger, 
And to his friends one who repays 
favors. 


-J 


He who:spoils his'son will bandage his 
wounds, | 
And at every cry his heart will ache. 
8 A-horse not broken turns out to be 
stubborn, 
And.a son allowed to-run wild turns 
out to be headstrong, 
9 Pamper a Wild; ang he will frighten 
you; 
Play with him, and he will grieve you. 
10 Do not laugh with him, lest. you suffer 
with him . 
And gnash, your teeth over himiat last. 
ll Do not give him authority while he is 
young... | 
12 Bruise his ribs when he is. young, 
Lest he become. stubborn and disobey 
you. 
l3 Discipline your son and work with 
him, 
So he will not embarrass you with his 
behavior. n 


n Good Health > 


4 A poor man with good health is better 
off 
Than a rich man afflicted in his body. 


| 15 Health and vigor are better 


24 Envy and anger will shorten your di 





j 
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gold, thana 
And a strong body than immens 
wealth. = 





16 There are no riches greater than 
health of body, 

And there is nò gladness oven 
heart. | 

17 Death is better than a wretched life 

And eternal rest is better than ang 


sickness. 
18 Good things set out before a cosa 
mouth 
Are like offerings of food put ona 
grave. 






idol? 
For it can neither eat nor smell, 
So is a man afflicted by the Lord: : 


19 What use is an offering of fruit toa 


20 „He sees with his eyes and groans, 


Like a eunuch embracing a virgin. 


>» m Gladness of Heart =- 


21 Do not give yourself over to SOTTOW, : 

And do not distress yourself 
deliberately.t 

22 Gladness of the heart is the life of 
man, 

And rejoicing by a man lengthens ti 
life. 


[23 Love your soul and comfort your heat 


And put sorrow far away from you © 

For sorrow has destroyed many, 

And there is no profit in it. 

And worry. will bring premature y 
age. 


25 Aman with.a good and cheerful hes 


Will pay attention to the food ne ea 


— Be Wise with Wealth om 


4 ] Losing sleep over wealth wastes 
away the body, kN 
And anxiety about. wealth remove 


_sleep.t |; | ee 
a 4 


i 





30:16 May we thank God for health of body and joy of eA 


30:19 In the “Bel and the Serpent” section of Daniel, they tried offering food and drink to an ide 
Daniel laughed, and they failed. 
30:21-25 Ben Sirach teaches that sorrow does not simply sneak up on us and take over. ns 
give ourselves over to it (v. a) or we can put it far aay. eke By rejoicing (v. 22), loving ee 
comforting our heart (v, 23). _ 

31:1, 2 Among the great sable caused by wealth and its Saccurililation are anxiety and sle 
ness. “Why enviest thou the rich man? Is it because he has subjected himself to many rete 
he is bound like a dog, with ten thousand chains—namely his riches? .. . As though at enm" 
selves, we have devised a tyranny more penei han narre want of rest-—the plese 
comes of wealth” VGohnChr). Í 
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Sleepless anxiety will drive away 

slumber, 

And severe illness makes an end to 
sleep. 

A rich man labors to gather money, 

And when he rests he fills himself 
with his luxuries. 

ı A poor man labors to make a meager 
living, | i 

And when he rests he becomes needy. 


s He who loves gold will not be called 
righteous, 
And he who pursues profit will be led 
astray by it. 
6 Many are driven to calamity for the 
sake of gold, 
And their destruction has met them 
face to face. : 
7 Jtisa stumbling block for those 
possessed by it, 
And every senseless man will be 
trapped by it. 
8 Blessed is a rich man who is found 
blameless 
And does not chase after gold." 
3 Who is he? And we shall call him 
blessed, 
For he has worked wonders among his 
people. 
" Who has been tested by it and found 
perfect? 
He has ground for boasting, 
Who was able to transgress but did 
not transgress? 
Who was able to commit evil but did 
„ ag, HOt do it? aie 
His good things will be strengthened, 
And the assembly will talk of his 
almsgiving. ) 
r «u Food and Drink 7> 
Are you seated at table with a great 
man? 
Do not gluttonize, and do not say, 


3 : ' p + 
1:8-11 Rare is the individual who i 
baod. “For the love of money is a ro 
^ in their greediness, and pierced themsel 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 31:22 


“How much food there is upon your 


table!”t | 

Remember that a greedy eye is a vice. 

What has been created worse than the 

eye? 

Therefore it sheds tears on every face. 

Do not stretch out your hand for 
everything you see, 

And do not crowd another at the dish." 

Understand the things of your 
neighbor by your own, 

And in every matter be considerate. 

Eat what is set before you like a 
human being, — 

And do not devour your food, lest you 
be despised.t | 

Be the first to stop eating for the sake 
of discipline, be ees 

And do not be greedy, so as not to 
cause offense. — 

And if you are seated in a large group 
of people, 

Do not reach out your hand before 
they do. . 


How small an amount is sufficient for 
a man with discipline! | 

And he does not gasp for breath on his 
bed.t | 

Healthy sleep depends on moderate 
eating, | 

And he rises early and in good spirits; 

But the distress of sleeplessness, 
nausea, and indigestion 

Are with the glutton. = 

If you are stuffed with food, 

Get up in the middle of the meal and 

- stop eating. 

Listen to me, my child, and do not 
disregard me, | 

And you will find my words to be 
important. | 

In all your works be prepared, | 

And no sickness will overtake you, 


s rich but does not love money. Such a person can do great good in 
ot of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the 
ves through with many sorrows” (1Ti 6:10). “What is 

be excited at the thought of money, and has contempt 


Heater than , : 
| the man that knows how not to . 2 
tage-ground on the desires of men? Men think that one 


Mag and looks down as from a lofty van 
j acts thus is more than a man” (AmbM). 
atio 2—32:13 This passage gives attenti 
i Eating everything in sight is not new 
he Even during Lent, when dining elsewh 
bu 3 A small helping of food is sufficient fo 
Or all Christians. 


xi on to righteous c 
Nin food and drink, good manners, proper conversat 


onduct at dinner parties. Issues such as moder- 
ion, and even stinginess are addressed. 

| Ben Sirach calls for restraint. 

ere, the fathers say to eat what is set before you. 

r those with discipline. This is not written just for monks, 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 31:23 J54 








^“ Lips will bless a man generous with Then having fulfilled all your giao 
his food, take your place, ties, 
And their witness to his goodness is That you may make merry for there 
trustworthy. sake, eir 
2% A city will grumble against the man And receive a crown because of y, 
stingy with his food, orderly behavior. VON | 
And their witness to his stinginess is 
accurate. Speak, O elder, for this is fitting for 
you to do so with accurate | 
= | | ity knowledge; 
2# Do not get your courage from wine, vy s 
For wine has destroyed many men.t But do not interrupt the musics 
26 


Where there is entertainment, do ng 
pour out talk, l 
And do not display your cleverness a | 
the wrong time. | 
A concert of music at a banquet of wt 
Is like a seal of ruby in a gold 
ornament. | 
A seal of emerald in a gold setting 
Is the melody of music with delicious 
wine. | 


As a furnace tests steel in the 
tempering process, 

So wine tests hearts in the quarrels of 
the arrogant. 

Wine is like life to men, 

If you drink it in moderation. 

What is life without wine? 

For it was created to give gladness to 
men. 

28 Wine drunk at the proper time and 
with temperance 

Is joyfulness of heart and giadness of 


pa 
=] 


Speak, young man, if there is needof. 


you, 
soul. Be co, 
29 Drinking too much wine is bitterness But a e eaa 
of soul, ERUPT SSE rt Pe 
With irritation and occasion for PE DEPAY RA i wrk 
stumbling and falling. hic STEPS Sree he : 
30 Drunkenness increases the anger of a thei 
a : + | | elr 
senseless man to his own hurt, ATOPE ME great do not ac e 
Reducing his strength and adding to And nA AOO speaking, do 
his wounds. when ant king, d 
| | j | little talking. 
31 Do not rebuke your neighbor at a : | pane 
wine party, Lightning flashes before thunder. 


And favor goes before a modest mal 
Rise to leave in good time, and do nl 
lag behind. l 

Run home and do not be remiss. _ 

Amuse yourself there, and do what 
you intend, rel 

But do not sin by speaking arrogalt 

And for these things, bless Him W 
created you 

And satisfies you with His good 
things. 


"se. Wise and Sinful Men 


The man who fears the Lord will | 
} receive instruction, i 


And do not despise him when he is 
enjoying himself. 

Do not speak a word of insult against 
him, 

And do not afflict him by making 
demands of him. 


-™ Hosting a Banquet v- 
3 Did they appoint you as leader of 
the banquet? 
Do not exalt yourself, 
Among them be as one of them. 


Take care of them and only then be 
seated.t | 





31:25-31 Throughout Scripture 
bring gladness of soul (v. 28). rast 0h 
32:1, 2 In ancient times, hosting a banquet was a magnificent honor, Ben Sirach reminds the ne i 
as one of them and to take care of them—that is, be the servant of your guests. ae 
32:3-6 This banquet is complete with a concert of dinnertime music (v. 5) and delicious wine W? we 


Looking ahead, imagine the grandeur of the "marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9). 
32:7-13 Banquet behavior for a young man. | 


—-—- . — i ` ji = f j 
, Wine is seen as a good gift from God if we drink it in moderatio" s 


ne” 
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ÈA wise man is correctable; a sinful man is not, 
: 0 We are called to trust the Lord in every work we 
25 n- aNalogy of a hypocrite being like a ship in 
37 € mind of a fool moves in circles. His reasonin 
| fre 004 is the author of holy days, seasons, and feas 
Dey 
ban ga me days as sanctified, some as O 


Ihe 


C 
| hays uch as the new Israel (Gal 6:16) has the aut 
Complet © same theme found in this pivotal verse I5 





and those who rise early will find His 
approval. 
e who seeks the Law will be filled 

with it, = 

But the hypocrite will be made to 

stumble by it. ) 

Those who fear the Lord will discover 
judgment, 

And like the light they will kindle 
righteous deeds, 

A sinful man will turn aside 
correction 

And find a rationalization according to 

his will.t 


A man of counsel will not neglect 
thought, 

Buta strange and arrogant man does 
not tremble in fear. 

Do nothing without counsel, 

And when you have acted, do not 
regret it. 

Do not walk a path filled with 
obstacles, 

And do not'trip over stony ground. 


Do not put your trust in an unexplored | 


way, : 

And keep watch because of your 
children. 

In every work entrust your soul to the 
Lord, 

For this is the keeping of the 
commandments.t 

He who believes in the Law heeds the 
commandments, 

And he who trusts in the Lord will not 
suffer loss. 


Evil will not befall the man who 
_ fears the Lord, 
But in trial He will deliver him again 
and again, 
A wise man will not hate the law, 
ul he who pretends to keep it is like 
a ship ina storm.t. 


m 


ecame abused in the Old Covena 


Submission to the will of our Creator is 





A man of understanding will trust in 





ple, pec ] isalem for Pentecost 
people gathered in Jerusal rdinary, as we live within time (v. 9). The fact that some 


nt does not mean we are not to have them in the New. 
hority of Christ to mark her holy days and seasons, 
found throughout the OT (Is 45:9; 64:7; Jer 18:6). 
the highest of virtues. ) | 


a WISDOM OF SIRACH 33:13 
the law, 

And to him the law is trustworthy 

because it is a divine revelation. 


Prepare what to say and thus you will 
be heard. 

Draw on your training and make your 

-s reply, 

The heart of a fool resembles a wagon 
wheel, 3 : 

And his reasoning is like a turning 
axle tni. 

A lusty stallion is like a mocking 
friend; 

He impregnates everyone who sits 
under him. 

= Reflecting on Creation -7 

Why is one day better than another, 

When all the light of a day in the year 
is from the sun?t 

They were separated by the 
knowledge of the Lord, 

And He changed the seasons and 
feasts. 

Some days He exalted and sanctified, 

And some days He made ordinary. 

All men are from the ground, 

For Adam was created from the earth. 

In the fullness of knowledge the Lord 
separated them 

And changed their paths. 

Some days He blessed and exalted, 

And some days He sanctified and 
drew near to Himself. 

Some days He has cursed and humbled 

And removed from their place. 

All His ways are according to His 
good pleasure. 

Like clay in a potter’s hand, 

Thus men are in the hand of Him who 
made them, 

To render to them according to His 

judgment,t 


do, not just in religious work. 

a storm indicates he is in grave mortal danger. 

g reveals a state of confusion. 

ts. This is clear both in the OT and in the NT: 


(Acts 2:1, 5), Human beings are created to ex- 








14 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 33:14 


sa Opposites => 
Good is the opposite of evil, and life is 
the opposite of death. 


50 


25 Fodder, the rod, and a burden 
donkey, 


=. Relating to Servants Pe, 


| 


In the same way, a sinner is the 
opposite of a godly man.t 


I5 Look, therefore, upon all the works of 


the Most High: 
They also come in pairs, one the 
opposite of the other. 


16 | kept the last watch like one gleaning 


after the harvest." 


17 By the blessing of the Lord I arrived in 


time, 
And like a grape-picker I filled my 
winepress. 
18 Observe well that I did not labor for 
myself alone, : 
But for all who seek instruction, 


~ Careful Leadership 7- 
19 Hear me, you leaders of the people, 


And you rulers of the assembly, listen 


to me. 
20 Do not give authority over yourself 
while you are still living 


To your son or your wife. nor to your 


brother or a friend; 
And do not give your property to 
another, 


Lest you change your mind and need 


to beg for it. 
21 While you are still alive and there is 
breath in you, 
Do not change places with anyone. 
22 for it is better that your children 
should ask from you 
Than that you should look to the 
hands of your sons, 
23 Be outstanding in all your works; 
Do not put a blemish on your 


26 


27 


28 


29 


31 


33 


And bread, instruction, and wor 
for a servant. 

Make a servant work, and yoy will 
find rest; 


Leave his hands idle and he will Seek 


freedom. 
Yoke and strap will bend the neck 


And racks and tortures are for an ey 


servant. 

Put him to work that he may not be 
idle, ! 

For idleness teaches much evil, 

Set him to the work appropriate for 
him; | 

And if he is not obedient, put heavy 
chains on his feet. | 

And do not act superior toward any 
flesh, 

And do nothing without judgment! 

If you own a servant, let him be as 
yourself, 

For with your blood you bought him 

If you own a servant, treat him asa 
brother. 

For you will need him as your own 
soul. 

If you treat him badly and he runs 
away, ke 

Which way will you go look for him? 


~ Discerning Dreams 


2 4 Vain hopes and lying belong t0# 


man without understanding, 
And dreams give wing to senseless 
men.t | 


Like him who grasps after shadows 


and chases the wind, | 
So is he who pays attention to 
dreams. 


reputation. 
On the day when the days of your life 
are fulfilled, 


that, | hae 
The likeness of a face opposite 


4 What will be cleansed from an 


The vision of dreams is this agains! 
a face 


At the time of your death, distribute 
the inheritance. 


33:14, 15 The cross of Christ is the preeminent example of good coming out of evil. 
33:16-18 These verses are autobiographical. The author speaks of himself as coming on 
the other OT authors. But after great effort, laboring like a grape-picker, he gathered many 


unclean thing? 





wisdom into one large collection. With God's blessing, his word became the greatest of his me 


takes pleasure that his labor has not been for himself alone, but for all who seek instruction: c jpw 
33:30-33 To enslave another human being is fundamentally wrong. However, in a 
common, as it still is in many parts of the world, In Israel's history, 
their slaves humanely, as these verses clearly show, In fact, the faithful servant was to 


brother. 


34:1, 2 The foolish person gives himself to false hopes and dreams. 








duty fol of 
ings” 
saying? 


ncient societi y 


slave-owners were taught © | cg | 
be treated ™ 
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Whose 
34:9. 
| aboy 

to 


Whole b 
ns 
E é ' 19 When money we donate is ill-gotten gain, the Most High is not pleased. 

This litany of questions highlights the continuous struggle between good and evil. The per- 


on 
Who fasts and then commits the same sins all over again (v. 26) profits nothing. 


thing? 

pivinations, omens, and dreams are 
worthless; 

And like a woman in the pains of 
childbirth, | 

The heart becomes visible. 

Unless visions are sent from the Most 
High in a visitation, 

Do not give your heart to them.t 

For dreams have deceived many, 

And those who hope in them have 
fallen away. 

Without such lying, the law will be 
fulfilled, 

And wisdom is perfection in the 
mouth of the faithful. 


-= Benefits of Travel 7- 


A man who has traveled about knows 
many things, 

And a man with much experience will 
speak with understanding.’ | 

A man who has not been tested knows | _ 
little, | 

But he who has traveled about 
increases his astuteness. 

I have seen many things in my 
travels, 

And my understanding is more than I 
can express in words. 

l have frequently been in danger of 
death, l 

But I have been saved because of these 
experiences. 


s. The Blessings of God > 

The spirit of those who fear the Lord 
will live, 

For their hope is in Him who saves 

_ them. 

He who fears the Lord will fear 
nothing, 

And he will not be cowardly, for the 

Lord is his hope. 


l6 





6 Fr 


* Nearts were prepared to receive them. 


t 


(ee 
-3 and what will be true from a false 








om ancient times the Most High God has revealed Himself in dreams and visions to godly people 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 34:24 





Blessed is the soul of a man who fears 

the Lord. 

To whom does he look? And who is his 

| support?t 

The eyes of the Lord are upon those 
who love Him. 

He is a powerful protection and a 
strong support: 

A shelter from the burning heat, 

A shelter from the noonday sun, 

A guard from stumbling, 

And help from a fall. — 

He raises up the soul 

And gives light to the eyes. 

He gives healing, life, and blessing. 


= Unacceptable Offerings .= 


If a man sacrifices by means of 
wrongdoing, 

The offering is a mockery, 

And the gifts of the lawless are not 
accepted.t 

The Most High is not pleased with the 
offerings of the ungodly, 

And aman does not atone for his sins 
with a multitude of sacrifices. 

He who offers a sacrifice from the 
property of the poor 

Is like one who kills a son in the sight 
of his father. | 

The bread of the needy is the life o 
the poor. 7 

He who deprives them of it is a man of 
bloodshed. | 

Whoever takes away his neighbor’s 
livelihood murders him, 

And whoever deprives a hired worker 

= of his wages sheds his blood. 


If one builds up while another tears - 
down, 

What do they profit other than toil?t 

If one prays while another curses, 

Whose voice will the Lord hear? 





12 One who has had an easy, limited, untested life knows little, By contrast, he who has traveled 
IS broadened by that experience, tested by the dangers of intensive travel, He has given himself 


-e others in or by his travels, and will have more understanding and wisdom about life than he 


ut into words. 


with light, and brings healing to our afflictions. 


23-26 


17 Once we have learned to fear the Lord and hope in Him, then we can love Him with our 
eing, We find Him our constant support and protection. He lifts up our souls, fills our counte- 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 34:25 _ 


20 


26 
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bo 





35:1 Ben Sirach declare 


a corpse, 

Then touches it again, 

What does he profit by his washing? 

So it Is with a man who fasts over his 
sins 

And goes and does the same sins all 
over again. 

Who will hear his prayer? 

What does his humbling profit him? 


æ. Acceptable Offerings = 
The man who keeps the law will 
abound in offerings; 
He who heeds the commandments 
sacrifices a peace offering.t 
He who returns a kindness offers fine 
wheat flour, 
And he who does alms sacrifices a 
praise offering.t 


To forsake evil is pleasing to the Lord, 


And to forsake wrongdoing: is 
atonement. 

Do not appear before the Lord 
empty-handed, 

For all these offerings are made 
because of the commandment. 

A righteous offering anoints the altar, 

And its fragrance rises before the 
Most High. ary 

The sacrifice of a righteous man is 
acceptable; 

And its remembrance shall not be 
forgotten. 

Glorify the Lord with your generosity, 

And do not reduce the firstfruits of 
your hands. 


saints 
If a man washes himself after touching 





s that he who keeps the law does the equivalent to making a peace offering 
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In every gift let your face be op, 
And sanctify your tithe with ø. 
Give to the Most High as He ha, tl 
to you, | 
And give to Him with Senerosity 
according to your windfajj - 

For the Lord is He who repays 
And He will repay you sevenfold! | 
= God’s Justice and Mercy s, | 
Do not bribe Him, for He will ng 
accept it; tage am 
And do not offer an unrighteous | 
sacrifice. ier 
For the Lord is the judge, | 
And there is no partiality with Him 
He will not show partiality to a poor 
man, | PM | 
But He will hear the petition of him 
whois wrongedt., . | 
He will not overlook the supplication 
of an orphan, — 
Nor a widow when she pours out her 
story. rone i 
Do not the tears of a widow run dom 
her cheeks -ci 
As she cries out against him who — 
caused them? _ —) 

He whose service is pleasing to the 
Lord . BS | 
Will be accepted by Him, m T 
And his prayer will reach tothe 
clouds. ah. aaa 
The prayer of a humble man pass® | 
through the clouds, _ I 
And he will not be comforted untilit 
reaches the Lordt ~ 


1? 








Faithfulness to God’s revelation requires obedience. Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My | 
commandments” (Jn 14:15). 


35:2 The traditional meaning of alms is “charity” or “a gift of anything needed by the poor ias # 


ing is equivalent to a prais 
almsgiving. -ant of 
35:8 St. Paul writes, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2Co 9:7). The tithe is the giving of ten percent att 
income. Is the tithe only for Israel? St. Irenaeus wrote in the second century, “Thus the Jero poe 
tithes of their goods to Him, but those who have received liberty [in Christ] set aside all their mi 
sions for the Lord’s purposes.” In other words, giving ten percent is minimal. St. John Chrysostot 


w Al 


e offering. The Scriptures and the church fathers place a striking € 









in the fourth century, “If there was a danger then [under the Old Covenant] in omitting tithes ga 
how great it must be'now!” | 


35:10 If we give our tithe, the Lord has promised to repay us sevenfold. How? Perhaps by mak more 
more wise in the management of our money. Or He may prosper our work so that we have z 
to give. Or both! Even better, He always enriches the ge 
ings. l 
35:13 Simply b 
poor due to laziness or unwillingness to wo 
poor, 
is on the si | 
35:17 The devout, humble man knows God has heard his prayer because he is comforted by th? 


3 


eing poor does not mean that one will receive God's special compassion, 
rk, But for those who have been wronge¢ ne next 
God hears their prayers and will compensate for their suffering, either in this life or a er 
de of those who suffer through no fault of their own; the orphan, the widow, tne oid 


iritual 
nerous giver with joy and many spiritua! 


ig, 
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959° __WISDOM OF SIRACH 36:16 





E F Te wal: not withdraw i itu until the 


Most/High visits him; Glorify Your hand and Your right 
ides justice for the righte ee | 
provi ous, 8 Stir up Your anger and põurout Your 
And executes Judgment. wrath: 
» Sothe Lord Wh a delay, Drive away the adversary and destroy 
Neither sp e be slow to helpo the enemy. 
them, ’ Hasten the time and reniehiber Your 
| » Until He crushes the loins of the oath, 7 
unmerciful , And let peuple declare Your mighty 
And repays vengeance upon the works.t 
nations, 8 Let him who survives be devoured in 
9 Until He destroys the multitude of the ~~ Your fiery wrath, — 
: insolent And may those who harm Your people 
And crushes the scepter of the meet destruction.t 
unrighteous, 9 Crush the heads of the rulers of the 
| 2 Until He renders to aman acéording enemies | 
to his practices ` Who say, “There is no one but us.” 
And the works of men according to 10- Gather together all the tribes of 
their devices, Jacob, 
| 3 Until He judges the cause of His And grant them their inheritance as 
people — from the beginning.t 
And brings them joy with His mercy. '' Have mercy upon Your people called 
4 Mercy is beautiful in. the time of His by Your Name, O' Lord—. 
affliction. : Upon Israel, whom You have likened to 
Like rain in the time of droucht.t Your firstborn son. ~ 
; 12 Have pity on the city of Your 
æ A Prayer for Israel -= sanctuary, 
) 3 Have mercy on us, O Lord, the God Jerusalem, the place of Your rest. 
) of all, and look upon us; * © 13 Fill Zion with the celebration of Your 
And put Your fear on all the nations.t divine virtue ~ 
' Raise Your hand against foreign And Your people with YOUr glory.t 
nations | 14 Give testimony to what You created in 
And let them see Your power.. the beginning oy = 
= Asin us You have been sanctified And raise up the prophecies spoken in 
before them, Your name. 
0in them may You be made great 15 Reward those who wait for'You 
7 before us. | And let Your prophets be found 
Let them know You as we also have | __ trustworthy. 
known You, 16 Hear, O Lord, the prayer of Your — 
5 For there is no God buf You, O Lord. suppliants, L€ 
enew Your signs and work fresh According to the blessing of Aaron 
wonders: | over Your peonie; 






m ‘19 Ben irach assures us the Lord will nat delay i in. answering our prayers. The first half of eh 36 i isa 
24 Through Christ s affliction on the Gross) we -receive eimercy. | 
a Ben Sirach prays for mercy for us (Israel); that all the nations (the Gentiles) aould fear Him; ail 
he 0d would let am see Your power. Rom 9: 24—10:4 is one of many biblical passages that explain: 
OW God hac answered this prayer. Augustine said of v. 4, “We see this p'oRnao in the form of a wish 
pr ayer f If 
if. UlTilled through Jesus Christ.” | 
ff ere oath refers to ie covenant God made with Abraham Gn 17:21). 
8 ough God has shown Himself as a “consuming fire” in history, His preference i is to redeem and 
7, mies, for He is a God of mercy and grace. 
| th Old d New Covenants see 
km 9 he ee of Jacob include all those of the true Israel in Both e Old an ( 
The i nen z Zion, the Church, holds a celebration every aay the Divine Liturgy. In it, the Body 
Blo of Christ, the full expression of all virtue, is given to the people of God. 


| ‘ave hs 





WISDOM OF SIRACH 36:17__90_ 
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7 And all on earth will know 2 Iş it not a grief to the death ' 
That You are the Lord, the God of the When a companion and friend tum.. 
ages.t hatred? ariy 
3 © evil reasoning! Why were you 
18 The stomach eats any kind of food, To cover the land with deceit? 
But some food is better than others. 4 A companion delights in the gladne. 
19 As the palate tastes the flavor of game, of a friend, | Ness 
So an understanding heart detects But in time of affliction, he will he 
lying words. against him, 
20 A crooked heart will cause grief, 5 A companion labors to help a friend 
But a man with great experience will for his stomach’s sake, | 
pay him back. And in a time of battle he will take yy 
the shield. | 
21 A woman will accept any son, 6 Do not forget a friend in your soul 
But one daughter is better than | And do not be unmindful of him with 
another.t your wealth. 1] 
22 A beautiful woman gladdens a man’s | aia 
face = Choosing Counselors > 


And surpasses his every desire. ’ Every counselor extols his own 
23 J|f there is mercy and gentleness on her counsel, -e 
tongue, | And some offer advice in their own 


interest T anea 
6 Protect yourself from a counselor 


Her husband is not like other men. 
24 He who gains a wife gets his best 


possession, And know beforehand what is his 
A helper like himself and a pillar of interest; . 
For he will take thought for himself 


Lest he cast his vote against you — 
9 And say to you, “Your path is good” 
Then he will stand aside to see whal 


29 Where there is no wall, the property 
will be plundered, 


| 
| 
| 
support.t | 
And where a man has no wile, he will | 


wander around and groan.t _ will happen to you. ail 
26 Who will trust a well-equipped thief 10 Do not consult with a man who looks 
Who skips from city to city? at you suspiciously, | 
27 Who will trust a man who has no And hide your counsel from those wi 
home envy you. | 
And lodges wherever night overtakes. | © Also, do not consult with a woman 
him? about her rival, 
| | Nor with a coward about battle, 
œ~ Choosing Companions %: Nor with a merchant about exchalst 
34 Every friend will say, “I too am your Nor with a buyer about selling, 
friend,” | Nor with a slanderer about gratitue 
But sometimes a friend is a friend in Nor with an unmerciful man about 
name only.t , generosity, Se 





36:17 Though this prayer was for Israel, it was also for all on earth. Thus, the Church has become the 
New Jerusalem, the new Zion, the new nation in which the OT prophecies are fulfilled (see Rom 
3:29-31; 4:13-16; Gal 4:21-31; all of Hebrews but especially 12:18-29; 1Pt 2:4-10; Rev 21:9-27): cet 
36:21-23 Women of ancient times often had little or no choice concerning the man they wou'® oat | 
to marry. As with Isaac and Rebekah, for example (Gn 24:1-67), marriages were often arrange hat 
ents or someone in authority, It is worth noting, however, that some sociological studies indicate” iy | 
was not the unhappiness arising from this practice that we moderns are prone to imagine, ant 
not the divorce rate! The Scriptures laud a woman who is beautiful, both outwardly (v. 22) ana 
inwardly (v, 23). : | ee 
36:24 See Pr 31:10-30, . ck 
36:25-27 A good marriage protects both husband and wife from the snares of the devil. sa 
37:1-6 Avoid one who is a friend in name only. To have trusted a friend who becomes an ene” a 
great grief, li | nda * 
37:7-10 Though there is safety in many counselors, be sure to know beforehand what the age 




















Nor with an idler about any work, 
Nor with a seasonal hired hand about 
completing his work, 
Nor with a lazy servant about a big 
job. 
Pay no attention to these in any 
counsel. 
2 Instead, persevere with a godly man 
Who you know keeps the 
commandments, 
Whose soul accords with your soul 






And will share in your suffering if you | 


fall. 
is Stand firm on the counsel of your 
heart, 


For no one is more faithful to you than 


it. 
4. Fora man’s soul sometimes tells him 
more 
Than seven watchmen sitting high on 
a watchtower. 
5 And in all matters, pray to the Most 
High 
That He may direct your way in truth. 


æ Wisdom, False and true o> 
A word is the beginning of every 
work, 
And counsel comes before every 
action. 
Four types of things appear 
As a clue to a change of heart: 
Good and evil, life and death; 
And it is the tongue that continually 
rules them. | : 
There is an astute man who is a 
teacher of many, 
But is useless to his own soul, 
A man who devises words craftily will 
__ be hated. 
„ This man will go hungry, 
Or grace was not given to him from 
the Lord, . 
„ Because he is destitute of all wisdom.t 
ere is a man wise in his own soul, 
And the fruits of his understanding 
% are trustworthy when he speaks. 
wise man will instruct his own 
people, 





And the fruits of his understanding 








6. And He gave skill to men 





6 






are trustworthy. 

A wise man shall be filled with 
blessing, 

And all who see him will consider him 
blessed. 

The life of a man is numbered by days, 

But the days of Israel are without 
number. 

The wise man will inherit trust among 
his people, 

And his name will live forever. 


©. Gluttony > 
~ My son, while you are still living, test 
your soul, | 
And see what is bad for it, and do not 
give in to that. 
For not everything is profitable for 
everyone, 
And not every soul enjoys everything. 
Do not be gluttonous for every dainty 
food, 
And do not give yourself over to food.t 


30 For overeating will bring sickness, 


And gluttony will lead to nausea. 
31 Many have died because of gluttony, 
But the careful man will prolong his 
life. : : 


-». Honoring the Physician > 


: 4 Honor the physician with the honor 


due him, 
And also according to your need of 
Seem im: | 
For the Lord created him.t 


2 Healing comes from the Most High, 


And he will receive a gift from the 
king. 
3. The physician’s skill will lift up his 
head, 
And he shall be admired in the 
presence of the great. | 
4 The Lord created medicines from the 
earth, 
And a sensible man will not loathe- 
them.t 
5 Is not water made sweet by wood 
That its strength might be known?t 


721 If we do not heed God's wisdom, we will not experience His grace. 
““*-31 Gluttony is not only sinful, it is dangerous to oe health. any k i 
1, 2 t is ao Ait, 3 hard-working physician, who is seen in Scripture as a gift from God. 

‘nce od e yo honorna He that gives the physician healing skills, Kings kept physicians in their 

ate and often gave them lavish gifts when they had successfully treated the king or his family. 

i e ancients understood the healing power of plants and minerals, all created by the Lord. 


™ ‘MIs is a reference to Ex 15:23-25. 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 38:7 _ 
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That He might be glorified in His 
wonders,t 

By them He heals and takes away 
pain, 

A druggist making a compound of 
them. 

God’s works are never finished, 

And from Him health is upon the face 
of the earth. 


My son, do not be negligent when you 
are sick, 

But pray to the Lord and He will heal 
you.t 

Depart from transgression and direct 
your hands aright, 


And cleanse your heart from every sin. 


Offer a sweet-smelling sacrifice 

And a memorial of the finest wheat 
flour; | 

And pour oil on your offering, as if 
you are soon to die: 

And keep in touch with vour 
physician, 

For the Lord created him: 

And do not let him leave Vou, 

For you need him. 

There is á time when success 
their hands, 

For they will pray to the Lord 

To give them success in bringing relief 
and healing, n 

For the sake of preserving your life.t 


is also in 


He who sins before the One who made > 


him, | 
May he fall into the hands of a 
physician. 


~ Mourning the Departed .= 


My son, let your tears fall for the dead, 
And as one suffering grievously, begin 
the lament. 
With the honor due him, wrap his 
|" ‘pody | 
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38:6-8 God gives healing skills to druggists and pharmacists for the benefit of all mankind. | 


7 i 








And take care of his buria|+ — 
Weep bitterly and lament fe ently. 
Do your mourning according to y” 

he deserves What 
For a day or two to avoid slander. 
Then be comforted for your grief 
For grief is a cause of death, 
And a grief-stricken heart will Sap 
your strength. Bele) 
Grief also abides in misery, _ 
And the life of a poor man Weighs 
down his heart. | | 
Do not give your heart to grief: 
Drive it away, remembering the eng y 
life. of | 
Do not forget, for there is no coming 
back; } 
And you cannot help the dead man ty 
grieving, 
But will only injure yourself. 
Remember my end, since yours is aly 
like it: | = Ei 

“Mine yesterday, yours today.” 

When the dead man is at rest, let his 
remembrance cease,- ; 
And be comforted for him in the 
exodus of his spirit.t 


æ Gratitude for Laborers > 
The wisdom of a scribe depends onti 
opportunity for quiet, © i 
For when he has little business, he wil 
be made wise.t ka 
How will he who handles the plow? | 
made wise? | iris 
For he boasts in the shaft of the 
goad, ae. || 
And he drives oxen and is occupied 
with their labors, > ial 
And his talk is about young bulls) 
His heart is set on plowing furrows — 
And he keeps watch to feed his 
heifers. sear 


38:9-11 There is a direct link from prayer, repentance of sin, and worship to healing. - 


38:14, 15 How blessed are those whose physician is a faithful 


, Praying Christian. 


38:16-23 Proper mourning for the dead is essential to the healing of our grief. An honorable burial 


the departed was considered a great work of mercy in the 
teers who washed and dressed the body, 
our hearts to be grief- 


ers who work with their hands (v. 31). | 
38:25 The goad is a cattle prodder. 


apter, Ben Sirach reveals the wisdom of the scribe (V ae , 
plowman (v. 25, 26), the craftsman (v: 27), the blacksmith (v. 28), the potter (vv, 29, 30), and 


ancient Church. Each parish had its 


making preparation for burial. We are warned not to allot | 
yrief-stricken (v. 18) so grief overpowers us, for some have even died from gre - 
St. Paul says we grieve, but not as those “who have no hope" (1Th 4:13). wise 


38:23 The exodus of his spirit implies life after death. 
38:24 From here to the close of the ch 
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Sse = —_— ___ WISDOM OF SIRACH 39:10 
wT, The same is true for every craftsman 














aahi ™. Students of God’s Word -> 
and ar How different is the man who 
Who works by night as well as by 4 “suaiae eae x | 
day— To the st f the law of the Most 
Those who engrave the signets of Siete a iain 
seals— He will seek out the wisdom of all the 
He is diligent to make great variety: ancients | 
His heart set on creating a lifelike And be occupied with their 
image prophecies.t 
And keeping watch to perfect his work. |2 He will preserve the discourse of 
2 So too is the olacksorith sitting near notable men | 
the anvil, And penetrate the subtleties of 
Examining closely his iron works, parables. 
The breath of the fire melting his flesh |3 He will seek out the hidden meanings 
As he struggles with the heat of the | of proverbs ` 
furnace. And be engaged in the riddles of 
He inclines his ear to the sound of the parables. — 
hammer, 4 


He will serve in the midst of great men 

And will appear before rulers. 

He will travel through the land of- 
foreign nations 

And test the good and evil among 
men.t | 

He will give his heart to rising early 

Before the Lord who created him, > 


And his eyes are focused on the 

likeness of the object. 
He sets his heart on the completion of 

his works | 
And keeps watch: to'pertect its‘detail. | 
The potter as well, sitting by his work | 5 
And turning the potier’s wheel with 


his feet, And will make supplication to the 
He is always careful 2bout the quality Most High; 
of his work 


And he will open his mouth in prayer 


And also the quantity of his output. And make supplication for his sins. 


With his arm he molds the clay, 

And with his' feet he curves it. 

His heart is set on finishing the 

glazing, | | 

; And he is careful to clean the furnace. 

All these trust in their hands, 

“ And each is skilled in his work. | 

~ Without them a city will not be livable, 

a Nor will anyone sojourn or live there. 
Yet they will not be sought out for the 


If the great Lord wills, 

He will be filled with the Spirit of 
understanding. | 

He will pour forth words of His aiden 

And in prayer he will give thanks to 
the Lord. 

He will direct his counsel and 
knowledge aright, 

And he will reflect on His hidden 


pound of the people, things. 
d they will not gain prominence in He will reveal instruction i in his 
the assembly. teaching — 
€y do not sit in the judge’s seat, And boast in the law of the are S 
or will they understand the sentence covenant. 


Many will praise his understanding. 
And it will never be blotted out. 
His memory will not disappear, 
And his name will live through all 
generations. | 
Nations will proclaim his wisdom, 
And the assembly will proclaim his 
praise. 


4 op of judgment. | 
ey Cannot give instruction in 
discipline or judgment, k 
Nor wil] they be found using parables; 
ut they will keep the fabric of the 

A World stable, ` 
their prayer is in the practice of 
their craft. 








att Those who reli ‘hs scriptures are escriba here, A modern-day equivalent would be the 

| hur aan wh learns the Old and New Testaments. The ancient would include the apostles and : 
aa, | 
‘This, fonds like the biography of st Paul, 














39:14 Incense has been an 


“All things are the works of the Lord, | 


If he lives long, he will leave a name 
greater than a thousand, 

And if he goes to his rest, his work is 
completed. 


=. Praise for God’s Works = 


I have yet more to tell, and I will 
describe it in detail; 23 

For I am filled like a full moon. 

So hear me, O holy sons, 24 

And bud forth like a rose 

Springing up by a running stream. 

Like frankincense, emit a sweet -25 
fragrance, | 

And blossom forth like a lily. 

Send forth a fragrance 26 

And sing a hymn of praise. 

Bless the Lord in all His works;! 

Ascribe majesty to His name 

And give thanks to Him in praise, 

With songs on your lips. and with 
lyres; 

And thus you shall say in thanksegiving:? | 
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For they are exceedingly goca. | 28 

And every command shall be in His | 
appointed time.” | 

No one cay say, “What is this? Why is 
that?” 

For every question will be answered in | 
His appointed time. 


By His word the waters stood as a 29 
heap 

And the reservoirs of the waters by the 
word of His mouth.t 30 

By His command all His good pleasure 
is done, 

And no one will diminish His 
salvation. 31 

The works of all flesh are before Him, 

And nothing can be hidden from His 
eyes.t 

From age to age He looks upon them, 

And nothing is marvelous to Him. 


important aid to prayer and praise of God from time im 





No one can say, “What is this’ wro 
that?” 'S? Why, 

For all things were created for their 
uses. 

His blessing covers the dry land like 
river i 

And drenches it like a flood. 

As He turns fresh waters into salt 

So the heathen will inherit Hig wrn 

As His ways are straight to the holy 

So they are an occasion of stumbling 
to the lawless.t i 

As from the beginning good things 
were created for the good, 

So evil things for sinners. 

The basic needs of a man’s life 

Are water, fire, iron, salt, and wheat 
flour, | 

And milk, honey, the blood of the 
grape, olive oil, and clothing! 

As all these things are good forthe — 
godly, H TOAT aie 

So they turn into evil for sinners. 


There are spirits created for 
vengeance, | 
And in His anger they strengthen the! 
scourges. | | 
In the time of consummation they wil 
pour out their might | 
And appease the wrath of Him who 
made them. | at 
Fire, hail, famine, and death: 
All these things are created for 
vengeance. Su 
The teeth of wild animals, scorpion 
and snakes, j Ca 
And the avenging sword that driv 
the ungodly to destruction— 
They shall be glad at His 
commandment ' 
And be prepared for His servie 
earth; eS 
And when their times come, they W 
not transgress His word. 


e oll 






memorial. King 


David wrote, “Let my prayer be set forth before You as incense” (Ps 140:2). The prophet Malac aati 


dicted incense would be used in worship and prayer among the Gentile nations (Mal 1:11). 


Th A tat 


ues to be fulfilled in the Church. One of the gifts brought to the baby Jesus by the wise men We” if 
incense. | 


39:15, 16 As fallen humans, many tend to see things as bad. God sees them as good. it is 0 


that clouds our outlook. 


39:17 The waters in a heap refers to the oceans being separated from the land at creation 
39:19, 20 Nothing takes the all-knowing God by surprise! 


ur Ue 


(Gn of 


39:24, 25 Those who by virtue of God's work are holy see all of God's ways and works a5 good | if 
39:26, 27 The basic needs of human beings are ever the same. , i 
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and 


| lleg Owing the heavy yoke we bear, Jesus promis 


| ind att; 
It 
0:19 55" 


39:32-35 Here, Ben Sirach inserts a brief autobiographical comment. God's great work is redemption 









——_ 


determined and resolved, 
And left this in writing:t 9 
All the works of the Lord are good, 
And He will supply every need in its 
hour. 
No one can say, “This is worse than 10 
that,” 
For all things will be well pleasing in 
their time. l1 
So now sing praise with all your heart 
and voice, 
And bless the name of the Lord. 


œ Life’s Afflictions > 
Hard work was created for every 12 
man 
And a heavy yoke for the sons of 
Adam, 
From the day they come forth from 
their mother’s womb 
until the day they return tc the mother 


a 


of all.t | 14 
The conception of things to come and 
the day of death 15 


Trouble their thoughts and cause fear 
of heart— 
From the one sitting on a glorious 
throne | 
To the one humbled in earth and ashes, 
From the one wearing purple and a 
crown | 
To the one clothed in burlap, 
There is anger, envy, trouble, and 
unrest, 
And fear of death and fury and strife. 
hen it is time for rest on his bed, 
His night of sleep alters his 
knowledge. 
He gets little or no rest, and afterward 
in his sleep, 
though on a day of watch, 
He is troubled by the vision of his heart, 
ike one who escapes from the face of 
battle. | 
In the exact time of need he awakes 
nd a amazed there was nothing to 
ear. 
With all flesh, from man to animal, 
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ý ail i a 
, Therefore from the beginning I was 





__ WISDOM OF SIRACH 40:22 


And upon sinners seven times more, 
there will be: 

Death and bloodshed; strife and the 
Sword; 

Distresses and famine; and ruin and 
affliction. 

All these things were created for the 
lawless, 

And because of them the flood came. 

Whatever comes from the earth 

-~ returns to the earth, 

And whatever comes from the waters 

returns to the sea. 


= The Wise and Unwise => 


Every bribe and wrongdoing will be 
blotted out, 

But faithfulness shall stand forever.t 

The wealth of the unrighteous will dry 
up like a river : 

And sound forth and cease like great 
thunder in the rain. 

A generous man will rejoice, 

But transgressors will come to ruin. 

The offspring of the ungodly shall not 
grow branches, | 

For they are unclean roots on a hard 
rock. 

Weeds growing by any water or 
riverbank 

Will be plucked out before any grass. 

Grace is like a paradise in blessing, 

And almsgiving endures forever. 

The life of the self-reliant and the 
worker will be sweet, 

But he who finds a treasure is better 
off than both. 

Having children and building a city 
establish a name, 

But a blameless wife is accounted 
better than both.t 

Wine and music gladden the heart, 


But love of wisdom is better than both. 


The flute and harp give sweet melody, 

But a pleasant tongue is better than 
both. 

The eye will desire grace and beauty, 

But the green shoots of grain are 
better than both. 


‘alVation, which He accomplishes through His Eternal Son. 


the heavenly Jerusalem “the mother of us all” 


2-17 This passage contains a dialectic 


Nd wife 


ed, “My yoke is easy” (see Mt 11:28-30). St. Paul 
(Gal 4:26). | 
demonstrating that in the midst of surrounding evil, deeds 
es of the righteous shine and produce grace and blessing (v. 17). 


| bang fe The Scriptures from start to finish consistently glorify married love between a faithful hus- 








WISDOM OF SIRACH 40:23 _ 966 










23 A friend and companion meet at an 


appointed time, strength 
But a wife meeting with her husband In his extreme old age, distracted ty 
is better than both. everything, 
24 Brothers and help are for a time of And stubborn and short on patie 
affliction, Do not fear the judgment of death. 
But almsgiving rescues better than Remember those before you ang after 
both.t you. 
25 Gold and silver will make the foot This is the judgment from the Lord to 
secure, : all flesh, | 
But counsel is esteemed more valuable And how can you reject the good 
than both. | pleasure of the Most High? 
26 Wealth and strength will lift up the Whether you lived ten or a hundred o 
heart, a thousand years, 
But the fear of the Lord is better than teres in Hades no inquiry into yoy 
both. ife 


There is. no loss in the fear of the Bore 





And with it there is no need to seek children, 
for help. And they frequent the dwellings of the 
27 The fear of the Lord is like a paradise ungodly.t 
of blessing 6 The inheritance of the children of 
And covers a man better than any sinners will perish, 
glory.t And with their seed the disgrace wil 
| continue. 
28 My child, do not live the life of.a beggar, | |7 The children will blame their godless 
For it is better to die than to beg. father, 


| 
29 When a man looks at another's table. | Vor because of him they will be 
| 


He is living an irrational life. denounced. 

For he will pollute his soul with s Woe to you, the ungodly men 
another’s food. Who forsook the law of God Most | 

But a rational and educated man will High. 


And when you are.born, you will be 
born to a curse, 

And when you die, your portion will 

m be a curse. 

Whatever is from the earth shall 
return to the earth, | 

So the ungodly go from a curse to 


guard himself against that. 
32 Begging will be sweet in the mouth of 
a Shameless man, 
But in his belly a fire will be kindled. 


=s Dealing with Death =- 
4 | O death, how bitter is the memory 


A of you destruction. 

To a man at peace with his The mourning of men is about their 
possessions, bodies, 

To a man without distractions and But the evil name of sinners will be 
prosperous in everything, blotted out, hs 


And still Strong enough to enjoy his 
food.t 


O death, your judgment is good 


Have regard for your name, 
For it will remain with you longer ist 
Than a thousand great chests of 





40:24 Almsgiving can be translated umerciful giving.” One who gives alms should make it a tet 
habit. Almsgiving includes deeds of love and kindness, not just monetary gifts. he 
i :27 The reverential awe or fear of the Lord brings a paradise of blessing in this life as well asin" 
life to come. 


41:1 The coming of Christ changed everything. Ben Sirach rightly calls death a bitter memory. jes 
ne ait the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shalt! live" 

n if 
41:5-7 Tragically, the children of the ungodly usually fallow their aNG, path 


41:12, 13 The Wisdom Literature of the OT is replete with admonitions to establish and sae | 
good name. Pr 22:1 declares, "A good name is to be chosen more than much wealth." | 


“To the man in need and failing incr 


The children of sinners are loathsome 





„a 





i6 Therefore, be ashamed on the basis of 


|N 
] 


„ And do not come near her bed. 


a RA 
ak From the birth of the synagogues during 
te sinned in the Jewish community one was Ca 


5 | i | a i . 
| hem here is no shame in making a profit or In the discipline 








The days of a good life a 
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od name Ww 3 r l Of repeating a | h 

i a go ill remai : fi nd telling wnat you h 
But 1 ill 1 ain forever. And reve li seoratait t ear 
SO be truly modest 


Observe instruction and live in peace, And find favor before every man. 


my children, 
But hidden wisdom and invisible 
treasure— | 


4 Do not be ashamed of the following 
What benefit are these? 


things, 


s Aman who hides his foolishness And oau let partiality lead you to 
ter than a man who hid i ; | 
3 ESA T nis he Gh seer and covenant of the Most 
ign, 


«. Shame, Proper and Improper 7 And of a judgment to acquit an 


ungodly man; 


my word, 3° Of keeping accounts with a partner or 
For it is not good to protect every kind a traveling companion, ~ 
of shame, | And of dividing an inheritance among 


friends: | 
4~ Of accurate scales and balances, 
And the acquisition of much or little; 
Of profit from business with 
merchants, | 
And of much discipline of children, 
And of making the sides of an evil 


And not everything is highly esteemed 
by all with confidence. 
1 Beashamed of fornication before 
father or mother; 
Of a lie before your leader or ruler; 
t Of an offense before a judge or ruler; 
Of lawlessness before the assembly of | 


the people;t servant bleed.t 
Of wrongdoing before your partner or |® Where there is an evil wife, a seal-is 
friend; good; — 3 
Of theft in the place where you dwell. And where there are many hands, lock 
' Be ashamed before the truth of God things up. 
and His covenant, 7 Whatever you deliver, do it by number 
And of bad manners at the table; or weight; ‘acl 
| 7 Of contemptuous behavior in receiving And put in writing everything you give 
: and giving; or receive. 


8 ` Do not be ashamed of the instructing 
) of the unwise and foolish, 
Or of the extremely old man who 
passes judgment on the young; 
Then you will be truly instructed 
And approved before all men.t 


| ~ Fathers and Daughters «= 
9 A daughter keeps her father secretly” 


Of silence before those who greet you; 

Of looking at a prostitute; 

Of rejecting the appeal of a kinsman; 

Of carrying off someone’s portion or 
gift, 

And of staring at another man’s wife; 

Of meddling with his maidservant— 


Be ashamed of insulting words before 





friends wakeful, | | aM Eres 
And do not be insulting after making a | For yee over her takes away his © 
gift; sleep; 





the Babylonian captivity until the mid-20' century, if- 
lled before the assembly to give an account and 


“$ repentance. This acticed'in many. Christian churches as well. 
ane ice. This was practiced In y s 
i € cannot always control what we hear. We can absolutely control telling others what we've 
j ; | 


and reveal 
| a eee ejt shamed of the gospel of Christ” 
| Rom igeecording with this teaching, St. Paul peel lam not a aeg p 


of children to keep order at home while 
rvant seems harsh, yet wicked servants if left unpun- 
tes on 33:30-33). 

ue who must instruct and arbitrate. The old 
has its roots in antiquity. then 


“chant is away, The reference to the evil se 
“uid destroy one’s home or business (see no 
$ Would seem to refer to a leader in the synagog 
Judging the young reminds us the "generation gap 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 49:10_ 


Lest in her youth she passes the time 
to marry, 

And lest in her marriage she be 
hated;t 

In her virginity lest she be defiled 

Or become pregnant in her father’s 
house; 

Having a husband, lest she be 
unfaithful, 

Or though married, lest she be 
childless. 

Keep a strict watch over a headstrong 
daughter, 

Lest she make you a laughingstock to 
your enemies, 

A source of gossip in the city 

And notorious among the people, 


And a disgrace to you before the great | 


multitude. 


Do not look upon anyone for beauty 

And do not sit in the midst of women. 

For a moth comes out of garments, 

And the evil cf a woman comes from a 
woman.t 

The evil of a man ‘is better 


Than a woman whe does what is good, 


Yet brings shame and dissrace.? 


m God’s Glorious Works em 

I shall now remember the works of the 
Lord, 

And by the words of the Lord 

I shall describe His works that I see.t 


The sun gives light and looks down on > 


everything, 
And its work is full of the Lord’s 
glory.t 


(5) E 
17 The Lord did not enable Hig 








20 


| 2l 
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D ai 

To describe all His wonders, saing J 

Which the Lord Almighty 
established 

That the universe might be | 
established in His gloryt 

He traced out the abyss and the 
human heart ve 

And understands their craftiness _ 

For the Most High possesses all i 
knowledge 

And sees into the signs of an aget 


_ He proclaims what has been and Why. 


shall be | 
And reveals the footstep of hidden 
things. E 
No thought escapes Him; 
Not even one word is hidden from 
Him.t | 
He has adorned the mighty works qj | 
His wisdom, a 
For He is from everlasting to — 
everlasting: Si | 
Nothing can be added or taken away, 
And He needs no one to be His 
counselor. JT Ti 
How precious are all His works, 
And how sparkling to behold. \ 
All these things live and endure — 
forever, for every need, — 
And all are obedient. A 
All things are in pairs, one opposite — 
the other, n 
And He made nothing incomplete. 
One thing strengthens the good of 
another, i 
And who can have enough of 
beholding His glory? 


42:9-11 This passage expresses the universal concerns that any moral father would have for his daugh 
ter. It does not contain all of a father’s concerns, nor does it reflect the deep affection that 9 pi 
feel for their daughters. 


42:13 Moth larvae are hatched from eggs laid b 


y moths within the fabric of garments. The analogy ® 


that wickedness comes from within the heart, as Christ taught (Mt 15:19). Ben Sirach had in mi w 
fall of Eve, thus sin from a woman., À l 
42:14 There is a subtle contrast here-that can easily be missed. Whereas the churlish baseness 9 ad 
male conduct can be vulgar and obscene, the flirtatious seductiveness of a woman can lead to "=" 
more serious sins of fornication or adultery. 


42:15 Any works done by God begin with His Word. He decrees it and it is done. Though the Ged” 
“words” here is plural, the Christian knows the Eternal Word (Logos), the Second Person of the 
head, was and is eternally active in all creation (see Jn 1:1-18). 

42:16-25 It is likely St. Paul had this passage in mind when he wrote Rom 11:33-36. mail 
42:17 Not even the greatest of saints or angels can declare all the wonders of God that stand fill! 


testimony to His glory, | 


42:18 The word abyss means “a bottomless pit” and speaks of the infinite and unfathomed 
earth, space, and all creation, The human heart is p 
verse that only the Most High can know and fathom. 


42:20 The Lord Jesus Christ elaborated on this thought (Mt 12:31-37). n oe 


laced alongside the abyss since it too co" 


vit 
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~ ~ Sun, Moon, and Stars 7 
| 3 The exultation of the heavenly 





: heights | 
is the firmament of purity, 
The form of heaven with the vision of 
glory.t 
» The sun, when it appears, making 
proclamation as it goes forth, 
Is a wonderful instrument, a work of 
the Most High.t 
; Atnoon it dries up the land, 
And who can endure its burning heat? 
‘ Aman kindling a furnace works in 
burning heat, 
But the sun burns the mountains three 
times as much, 
Breathing out fiery steams. 
And sending forth shining beams, it 
dims the eyes. 
5 Great is the Lord who made it. 
And by His command it hastens its 
journey. 


t He also made the moon to serve in its 
season 

As a declaration of times and an 
everlasting sign. 

From the moon comes the sign of a 
feast, 

A light that wanes as it completes its 
course. 

The month is named according to the 
moon, 

| Being increased wondrously in its 

| phases, 

A vessel encamped on high, 

Shining in the firmament of heaven. 

The glory of the stars is the beauty of 
heaven, 

= Aworld shining in the high places of 

Pb the Lord. 

By the words of the Holy One they 
stand according to His judgment 

And do not grow weary in their 
Watches. 


i ™- The Majestic Creation > 
ehold the rainbow and bless Him 
who made it, | 





AT in a 
late the Greek this verse is comp 


| 439, .. Ound the throne of God (Rev 4:3). 


"’oning Ca and by His will (v, 16); 








43 ° Unique doxology to the beauty of the earth and heavens. 


43. | A similar teaching on the sun appears in Ps 18:5-7. neces raft 
| ‘12 The rainbow Is like a jewel that adorns creation. In Revelation, a rainbow appears “like an 





__WISDOM OF SIRACH 43:24 


Exceedingly beautiful in its brightness.t 


It circles heaven with its glorious arc, 

And the hands of the Most High laid 
out its course, 

By His command He makes the snow 
to fall, 419 

And speeds the lightning by His 
judgment.t 

Therefore the storehouses are opened 

And the clouds fly forth like birds. 

By His majesty He condenses the 
clouds, 

And the hailstones break into pieces. 

At His appearing the mountains are 
shaken, 

And by His will the south wind blows. 

The voice of His thunder makes the 
earth tremble, 

And so do the hurricane from the 
north and the whirlwind as well. 

He sprinkles the snow like birds flying 
down, 

And its descent is like grasshoppers 
alighting. | 

The eye marvels at the beauty of its 
whiteness, i 

And the heart is astonished at its 

raining down. 

He pours the hoarfrost like salt upon 
the earth, | 

And when it freezes, it becomes like 
pointed thorns. 

A cold north wind blows 

And ice freezes on the water, 

And forms on every pool of water, 

And clothes the water like armor. 

He consumes the mountains and burns 
up the desert, 

And withers the green herbage like 
fire. 

A mist quickly heals it all, 

And falling dew brings refreshment 
from the heat. 

By His reasoning He quieted the great 
ideep 

And planted islands in it. 

Those who Sail the sea recount its 
dangers, | S 





rised of all nouns except for one preposition: a challenge to trans- 


! 


*~£6 Note the arinn ‘at describe how God relates to His creation; By His command (v. 13): 
Hig the action words that ji e sprinkles (v. 18); He pours (v. 19); He consumes (v. 21); by His 


v. 23); by His Word (v, 26), Natural phenomena do not "just happen," | 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 43:25 


And we are amazed at the reports 
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4 4 Let us now praise honored men and | 


2 


43:26 St. Paul makes a similar statement (Col 1: 17) By the Living Word all things. were created, ardi 


coming to our ears. 

For therein are the incredible and 
wondrous works, | 

A diversity of many living things, 

And a created order of huge sea 
creatures. 

Because of Him His messenger has a 
prosperous journey, 

And by His word all things are held 
together.? 


= How Do We Praise Him? -7 

We will say many things and not reach 
the end, 

But the sum of our words is seen in 
this: “He is the all.”* 

How shall we ever be able to 
adequately praise Him? 

For He is greater than all His works. 

Fearful is the Lord and exceedingly 
great, 

And wondrous is His power. 

Glorify the Lord and exalt Him as 
much as you are able. 

For He will surpass even that. 

And when you exalt Him, put forth all 
your strength; 

Do not grow weary, for you cannot 
exalt Him enough. 

Who has seen Him and will describe 
Him? 

And who can magnify Him as He truly 
is? 

There are yet many hidden things 
greater than these, 

For we have seen but few of His ~ 
works. 

For the Lord made all things 

And gives wisdom to the godly.“ ` 


=. In Praise of Honored Men 7- 


our fathers.t 
The Lord established His great glory 
And majesty from the beginning 
through them. 


Him all things-hold together, or consist. 


ng, Ol 
43:27 This verse declares the great truth of God's supreme omnipresence. He permeates tint 
also transcends everything. He is in everything but is above everything. Literally He is the all is 
is He,” 


43:27-33 We have a choice: Either we give glory to God for all His works, or we shrink back in, une 


King David wrote, “The fool said in his heart, ‘There is no God'” (Ps 52:1). 
44:1 This begins a section of Sirach that continues to the end of ch. 50, giving honor to the 


men,of the OT in the same spirit as Heb 11. ch. 
44:3-15 The author of Heb 11:34-38 perhaps borrowed his thoughts from this passage of Sirac 
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Their bodies were buried in peach 








There were those who ruled in th =~ 
kingdoms ‘neir 

And were men renowned for their 
power, 

Giving counsel through their. 
understanding 

And proclaiming prophecies t 

There were leaders of the people by 
their counsels 

And understanding of learnin 
people, 

Wise in their words of instruction, 

There were composers of music, 

And they set forth verse in writing, 

Wealthy men with great resource 

Living in peace in ‘their 
dwelling-places. | 

All these were honored in their 
generations 

And in their days were a source of 
boasting. 

There were those who left behind a 
name | x 

That men might declare their praises 

There were also those whom no one 
remembers, 

Who perished as if they never 
existed; adi: | 

And they died as if they had not been 
born, 


E for the 


_ And so have their children after 7 


them. 

Nevertheless, these were men of 
mercy, 

Whose righteousness lives with God. 

The good they did remains with thes 
seed, | 

And their inheritance with their 
children’s children. 

Their seed stands with the covenants 

And their children as well for their 
sake. 

Their seed shall remain forever, ‘ 

And their glory will not be blotte 
out. 





ares 





yah d their name lives to all generatio 5. 
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peoples will tell of their wisdom, 
And the assembly will proclaim their 
praise. 
= Enoch ue, 
Enoch pleased the Lord and was 
translated 


As an example of repentance for all 
generations. 


=. Noah v= 


7 Noah was found perfect 


And was righteous in the time of 
wrath, 

In which he was rescued in exchange. 

Therefore a remnant was left on the 
earth 

When the flood came.t 


Everlasting covenants were made with | 


him 
That all flesh would not be wiped 
away again by 2 flood. 


-™. Abraham and His Sans o> 

Abraham was a great father of many 
nations, 

And no one is found like nim in glory. 

He kept the law of the Most High, 

Who made a covenant with him. 

He established a covenant in his flesh, 

And he was found faithful in testing. 

Therefore He affirmed by an oath 

That nations would be blessed in his 
seed; 

And He would multiply him like the 
dust of the earth, 

And exalt his seed like the stars in 
number, 

And cause them to inherit from sea 
unto sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the 
earth.t 


And with Isaac He established the 
Same assurance, | 
For the sake of Abraham his father. 
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___ WISDOM OF SIRACH 45:7 


A blessing for all men and the 


covenant He made 

Rest upon the head of Jacob. 

He acknowledged him with His 
blessings 

And gave him an inheritance. 

Then He divided his portions among 
twelve tribes. 


c Moses a 


He brought from him a man of 
mercy 
Who found favor in the eyes of all 
flesh, 
Beloved by God and man, 
Moses, whose remembrance is — 
blessed.t 
He made him equal in glory to the 
Saints 
And magnified him in the fears of his 
enemies. 
With his words he caused signs to 
cease, 
And the Lord honored him in the 
presence of kings. . 
He gave him commands for His people 
And showed him His glory. 
He sanctified him because of his 
faithfulness and gentleness 
And chose him out of all flesh. 
He caused him to hear His voice, 
Then led him into the darkness 
And gave him the commandments face 
to face: 
The law of life and knowledge, 
To teach Jacob His covenant 
And His judgments to Israel. 


-™, Aaron 


He exalted Aaron, a holy man like 
himself, 

His brother from the tribe of Levi. 

He established an everlasting - 
covenant with him | 

And gave him the priesthood of the 
people. 

He blessed him with orderly behavior 


en Noah by his righteous life became a propitiation for the whole human race! That is, a special 
food Was given by God in the form of a covenant: He Would never again destroy the human race by a 


44:21 Thi | am is fulfilled in and through the Church. The Church 
: s oath b less the seed of Abraham is fulfilled in and throug Fe a n Ne eee 
braces all edited Aas the role of ancient Israel in the prophecies of the OT (see note on 


believers 


him (v. 4) 


45, ‘Mt 23:38; Lk 21 :20-24). The River is the Euphrates. ete 

Moses, of blessed memory, is honored among the saints. He brings great encouragement to all 
because on many occasions he stumbled (Ex 4:13-15; 5:22, 23; Nm 20:11, 12 are but a few in- 
NCes) yet he repented persevered, and followed God. The Lord honored him (v. 3) and sanctified 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 45:8 __ —  — 


12 





45:7-13 Aaron was port with an adornment of glory (v. 7). Similarly, the Christian priest 
Church is vested. Why? To perpetuate the law? Not at all, for the Levitical priesthood has pa 
Rather, the priest is vested because he represent the King of singi, He is to be the mags o 


And covered him with an adornment 
of glory.t 

He clothed him with the 
consummation of boasting 

And confirmed him with instruments 
of strength: 

The linen breeches, the long robe, and 
the ephod. 

And He encircled him with tassels, 

With many golden bells all around, 

To sound their ring at his steps, 

Making their ringing sound 

As he walked in the temple, 

A reminder for the children of his 
people. 

With a holy garment, with gold and 
hyacinth 

And purple cloth with embroidered 
work, 

With the oracle of judgment, the Urim 
and Thummim, 

With woven scarlet by the work of'an 
artisan, 

With entwined scarlet, the work ofa | 
skilled craftsman. | 19 

With precious stones engraved like a | 
seal | 

In a setting of gold; in a-cut sione;a 
jeweler’s work; 7 

With a memorial in engraved letters, 

According to the number of the tribes 
of Israel. 

He set a golden crown over the 
priestly turban, 

A figure of the holy seal, a distinction | 21 
of honor, 

The work of an expert, 

Things desirable to the eyes, richly 22 
adorned! 

There was never so much beauty: 
before his time. 

No outsider was ever clothed in these 
garments, 

Only his sons and his offspring 

perpetually. | 

His sacrifices shall be a whole burnt 23 

offering | 





Se E EE e or a a 


longer common but ordained (Jn 15:16). 


45:15, 16 Only if one understands the Church as set forth by the apostles c can these verses be 
completely fulfilled. Thus, the seed of Aaron continues in the pianoa of the Church in the 


that all true believers are the seed of Abraham. 


45:22 This passage has encouraged the hearts of God's servants sean through the centuries. M il 
served with low pay and many died in poverty, But the eternal promise is that the Lord Himself W” : 


their true inheritance. 


|). Perpetually, twice every day, 












Moses ordained him and anoijntea, 
with holy oil. nted hin 

It was an eternal covenant for him 

And for his seed forever, 

To minister to the Lord and serve as 
priest; ` 

To bless His people in His namet 

He'chose him from all the living 

To offer sacrifices to the Lord, 

Incense and sweet-smelling offerings 
as a remembrance : 

To make atonement for Your people 

He gave him authority with His ~ 
commandments 

In covenants of judgments, ~ 

To teach Jacob the testimonies 

And to enlighten Israel in His law. 

Outsiders conspired against him ~ 

And were jealous of him in the desert | 

The men who gathered with Dothan 
and Abiram, 

And even the company of Korah wit 
anger-and wrath. l 

The Lord saw and was not pleased, 

And they were brought to an end by 
the anger of His wrath. __ 

He performed wonders against them 

To consume them in His flaming fire 

He also brought Aaron glory _ | 

And gave him an inheritance. 

He divided the firstfruits for him; | 

He prepared bread in abundance 
~ the firstfruits. 

For they will eat the sacrifices tote | 
Lord, | 

Which He gave to him and to his seed 

But in the land of the people 

He will have no inheritance, at 

And there is no portion for! him amot 

= the people; “ 

For the Lord Himself is his portion 
his inheritance.t | 


w Phineas = |) 


Then Phineas the son of Eleazari 
third in glory, 
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When he showed zeal in the 
the Lord; 

And he stood fast when the people 
turned away, 

By the goodness of the eagerness of 
his soul, 

And he made atonement for Israel. 

Therefore He established a covenant 
of peace with him, 

To be in charge of the sanctuary 

And leader of his people, 








—_> 


fear of 


That the priesthood might be with him | 


and his seed forever. 

A covenant was also established with 
David, 

The son of Jesse from the tribe of 
Judah. | 


The heritage of the king is from son to — 


son only, : 

And the heritage of Aaron is for his 
seed. 

May He give you wisdom in your heart 

To judge His people in righteousness. 

That their good things might noi 
disappear, 

And their glory throughout their 
generations.t 


= Joshua and Caleb ie~ 
Mighty in battle was Joshua the son 
of Nun 
And successor to Moses in prophecies. 
He became, in accordance with his 
name, FR 
A great savior of God’s chosen ones, 
To punish the enemies who rose up 
against them 
That he might give Israel its 
inheritance.t | 
How glorious he was when he lifted up 
his hands ‘ | 
And stretched out his sword against 
_ the cities. 
Who stood so firm before him? 
For he led the wars for the Lord.t 


Was not the sun held back by his 
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WISDOM OF SIRACH 46:11 








hand, — 
And one day become as two?t 
He called upon the Most High, the 
Lord, 
When enemies oppressed him from all 
sides. 
Then the great Lord answered him 
With hailstones of mighty power. 
He shattered that nation with war, 
And at the descent of Beth Horon 
He destroyed his opponents, 
So the nations might know his full 
armor, | 
That he fought his battle in the sight of 
the Lord.t 

For indeed he followed behind the 
Lord. | 

Even in the days of Moses he showed 
mercy, | | 

He and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh: 

They withstood the assembly 

To prevent the people from sinning 

And to stop their evil murmuring. 

Indeed, these two alone were 
preserved , 

From the six hundred thousand on 
foot, | 

To lead them into an inheritance, 

Into a land flowing with milk and 
honey. meres 

The Lord gave Caleb strength. - 

And remained with him until old age: 

For he went up to the hill country, 

And his seed took it as an inheritance, 

So all.the children of Israel _. 

Might know that it is good to follow 
the Lord. 


w The Judges a- 
The judges also, each by his name, 
Those whose heart did not fall into 
_ idolatry, 
And whoever did not turn away from 
the Lord— = ine E 





45:26 Here Ben Sirach pauses to pray a benediction on God's priests as they serve His people. 
‘I, 2 It is probable that Ben Sirach is speaking of the incident in Ex 17:8-13 when Joshua defeated 
the Amalekites Joshua prevailed in battle as long as Moses lifted up his hands, holding the rod of God 
: em. Due to Moses’ fatigue, it became necessary for Aaron and Hur to support his arms until the 
| da ended. The name Joshua means savior. : Beret | et > RINE fice of 
‘3 These enemies were idol-worshipping tribes that engaged in evil practices such as the sacrifice of 
abies They were worthy of God's judgment. Thus, Joshua led the wars for the Lord. | 

4 The sun bei d back refers to the miracle of the sun moving from east to west being inter- 
«pte in a Pea beats manner until the battle led by Joshua could be fought to a successful conclu- 
on (see Jos 10:12, 13), sin 


"2 For the battle at the descent of Beth Horon, see Jos 10:11. 


ry 
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May their memory be blessed! With a prophecy to wipe away the 
12 May their bones revive from their lawlessness of the people+ 
place, œ. Nathan and David ~. 


And may the name of those honored | 
live again in their sons!t 4 / Then after this Nathan rose up 
| To prophesy in the days of Dayigy 


~~ Samuel > 2 As the fat was divided from the peac 
i3 The prophet of the Lord, Samuel, | offering, oa Ia 
beloved by his Lord, So David was separated from the son. 
Established a kingdom and anointed of Israel.t 
rulers for his people. 3 He played with lions as with young 
i4 He judged the assembly by the law of goats, | 
the Lord, And with bears as with lambs of 
And the Lord watched over Jacob. sheep. 


i5 By his faithfulness he proved tobea | 4 Did he not slay a giant in his youth, 
true prophet, | And remove the disgrace from the 


















And by his words he was known to be people 
faithful in vision. | When he took in his hand a stone fora | 
l6 Thus he called upon the Lord, the | sling | | 
Mighty One, | | And struck down the arrogance of 
When enemies troubled him on every | Goliath? | 
side, 5 For he called upon the Lord Most 
And when he offered & young iamb. | High, 
17 Then the Lord thundered from heaven — And strength was given to his right 
-hand = P 


And with a great sound made His 
voice heard. 
18 He destroyed the leaders of the 
Tyrians 
And all the rulers of the Philistines. 
19 And before the time of his sleep in 


To defeat the mighty man in battle, 

To exalt the power of his people. 

'6§ So for his tens of thousands they 
glorified him 

And praised him for the blessings of 


perpetuity, the Lord 
Samuel called men to witness when they brought him a diadem of 
Before the Lord and His anointed:  glory.t | 
“I have not taken any man’s 7 For he destroyed his enemies all 
possessions, around, 
Even to my sandals.” Reduced to nothing his enemies the 
Indeed, no man brought any charges Philistines, mar 
against him.t And crushed their power to this very 


day. | th 
8 In his every work, he gave thanks wi 
a word of praise | 
To the Holy One, the Most High: 
t belief!" 
in min 


20 Even after he fell asleep, he 
prophesied 
And showed the king his end, 
And raised up his voice out of the earth 





46:12 Such passages as this and 49:10 make it clear that Sirach reflects a widely held ancien 
the resurrection. Since 49:10 is in the section on Ezekiel, it would seem clear Ben Sirach had 
Ezk 37:1-14, which predicts the resurrection of the faithful of Israel. . | vit 0 
46:19 The Christian concept of death is that the body will sleep until the resurrection, but the sP' 
the soul, is present with the Lord. i 
46:20 Blessed Augustine, in an article entitled “Why We Repudiate Arts of Divination, 
speaking to Saul through the medium of En Dor (1Kg 28:3-19). He calls such things as consu 
ums “delusions,” “pernicious error,” and “fornication of the soul," 

47:1 The prophet Nathan reproved King David for his adultery with Bathsheba an 
band killed in battle (2Kg 12:1-15). v r 
47:2 This is called both the thank offering and peace offering described in Lv 3. The fat of thei 
was to be burned on the altar; the breast and right shoulder of the lamb or goat were to be 9! | 
the priest. i 
47:6 See 1Kg 18:2 for this occasion when the women sang this refrain after the defeat of the — 
Philistines, when David killed Goliath. i 
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| | 
_ a WISDOM/OFISIRACH 47123 
| And he sang ke With all his heart And you were loved for your peace 
And loved his aker, 1? And for your songs, proverbs, and 
» He placed psalm-singers before the parables; 
altar : | Nations marveled at you because of 
To make aioe melody with their your interpretations. 
voices. 18 


In the name of the Lord God, 
Who is called the'God of Israel, 
You collected gold like tin 

And multiplied silver like lead. 


w He gave dignity to the feasts 
And set in order the appointed times 
throughout the year 


For them to praise His holy name. But you lay down beside women 
And for the sanctuary to resound from And were enslaved by your body.t 


early morning, 20 
| | The Lord took away his sins, And defiled your seed 


Exalted his power forever, So as to bring wrath upon your 
| And gave him a covenant of kings children; : 


And a throne of glory in Israe] t And they were pierced by your lack of 


You brought disgrace on your honor 








| oll , good sense. 
~ Solomon and His Successors . °l Thus one kingdom became two. 
2 After him there arose his wise son, For out of Ephraim there began a 
Who lodged in a broad space because disobedient kingdom. 
of him. | | | But the Lord did not abandon His 
8 For Solomon reigned-in davs of peace, mercy 


Nor corrupt any of His words. 


Neither did He wipe away the 


: | 
To whom God gave rest on every side 
That he might establish a house for 








| His name descendants of His chosen one, 
| And prepare a sanctuary to last Nor did He remove the seed of the one 
| forever.t who loved Him. 
_ “ How wise you were in your youth; He gave a remnant to Jacob, 
| And filled with understanding like a | And to David a root from his stock. 
river. | 23 When Solomon rested with his fathers, 
“Your soul covered the earth, He left behind him one of his sons. 
And you were filled with the parables Lacking in good sense and 
of riddles. understanding, — 
| * Your name was known to islands far Rehoboam, who turned away the 
away, | people by his counsel.t 
ie Undoubtedly these practices of David are what made him a man “after His (God's) own heart” 
9 13:13), 


47:9, 10 The renowned musical and liturgical abilities of David are clearly seen here. 


' 47:11 The covenant God made with David (2Kg 7:16) is that He would establish the throne of David 
“ever. This promise is fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the seed of David according to the flesh 

nage auina of heaven. built and refurbished by King Herod, was standing 

"13 This ich had been rebuilt and refurbis y King Herod, 

at the imete che put lecue AASA it would be utterly destroyed and not one stone would be left 

Pon another (Mt 24:2). This prophecy was fulfilled by the Roman invaders in ap 70. The sanctuary that 

will last forever, and which replaces the former one, is the New Jerusalem, the Church of the Living 

ee also Mt 23:38, 39) 

47:19.23 Os wisdom, fame, and wealth by God, Solomon compromised and 

brought ad GE bath pen ET avement to sexual passions. But God, in His great mercy, did 

ndon (v, 22) David's lineage. Ultimately, Christ was born of the seed of David (v. 22) | 

47:23. 5 Due to his passions, and in direct disobedience to God, Solomon took many foreign wives 

Who Worshipped HEN Thus We planted seeds of rebellion and disobedience in his son Rehoboam. The 

o € IS true of his former-servant-turned-enemy, Jeroboam. Their disobedience to God caused the divi- 

i "Of the Hebrew kingdom (see 3Kg 11:1—13:42). Sometimes the Northern Kingdom of Israel, made 

| of ten tribes, is also called Ephraim. The Southern Kingdom was called Judah and included the tribe 

ih lamin, Jeroboam led Israel into great sin through the worship of idols (see 3Kg VAAGSAN The 

tial 9f this evil was the total ruin of the ten tribes of the northern kingdom, These people were never 

"rd from again, and became known as the ten lost tribes of Israel, | 








| 


24 


25 


4 


48:1 Elijah was a great prophet, a powerful man of faith and prayer. His great fault was his fear of hè 
wicked Jezebel—most remarkable since he had been so fearless with her evil husband, King And 
3Kg 18;1—19:10), | i 


48:5 This raising of the dead refers to th 


There was also Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, | 

Who caused Israel to sin 

And led Ephraim on the road to sin. 

Then their sins were multiplied 
exceedingly 

So as to remove them from their land. 

They sought every wickedness 

Until punishment came upon them. 


i es. Elijah a 
Then Elijah the prophet rose up like 
fire, | 
And his word burned like a lamp.t 
He brought a famine upon them, 
And in his zeal he reduced them in 
number. | 
By the word of the Lord he shut.up 
heaven, | 
And also three times he, brought down | 
fire. | 
So by your wonders you were 
honored, O Elijah, 
And who can boast like you? 15 
You raised the dead from ceain 
And from Hades.by. the word ofthe 
Most High.? 
You brought down kings to destruction, 
And from their bed, those who had | 
been honored.! 7 16 
You heard rebuke at Sinai, 
And at Horeb the judgments of 
punishment.t 
You anointed kings for retribution 
And prophets to serve after you. 
You were taken up in a fiery li 
whirlwind, 







Ina 


e son of the widow of Zarephath (see 3Kg 17:1-24). No 













log 


It is written that you will come att, 
proper time with rebukes the ) 

To calm the wrath of God before it 
breaks forth in fury, 

To turn the heart of the father to the 
son, ae 

And to restore the tribes of Jacop. 

Blessed are those who saw you — 

And who fell asleep with love, 


| 


For indeed we will surely livet 


om Elisha 
Elijah was covered by the whirlwi 
And Elisha was filled with his spirit, 
And in his days he trembled before n 
ruler, O 
And no one oppressed him.t 
No word could overcome him, 
And after death his body prophesied! 
As in his life he did wonders, 
So even in death his-works were 
amazing.: <7S= oobi 
For all these things the people did not 
repent, ISN Sa 
Nor did they turn away from their sin 
Until their land was plundered; 
Then they were scattered over all the 
earth. : ; DILMA 
But a people few in number were left 
And a ruler in the house of David- 


- Some of them did what was virtuous. 


But some multiplied sins. 
= Hezekiah and Isaiah FE 


Hezekiah fortified his city  — 
And brought water into its midst 


£ 


tein 
forthe 


that passage Elijah stretched himself upon the child three times, crying out to the Most High for 


child's life to be restored. Orthodox Christians see in th 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. | 
48:6 Apparently a reference to King Ahaziah (see 4Kg 1:2-17). rts 5 ee 
48:7, 8 The kings anointed by Elijah were Hazael and Jehu (see 3Kg 19:15, 16). The only prophet ne 
anointed by Elijah who is mentioned by name is Elisha. But since there were at least 100 prop” gjat 
had been protected by Obadiah from the massacre carried out by Jezebel, it can be assumed ~ oft 


anointed several or all of them (see 3Kg 18:3, 4),. 


48:11 Ben Sirach is saying that since Elijah did not die but was caught up into heaven by a wh "U 
then all who fell asleep in the love of God since Elijah’s time will yet live. As Christians, We knows" 

resurrection is possible only because of Christ, who rose from the dead. 
48:12 Elijah was covered by the whirlwind: "Was cover 


thus could be translated “disappeared in." 


48:13, 14 Elisha’s dead body prophesied inthe sense that it worked 'the miracle of a dea | 


teaches there is power in holy relics. 


restored to life when he was hastily placed in the tomb on Elisha’s bones (see 4Kg 13:21). The ee 


is a foreshadowing of prayer to the Holy" 


* P - # 
ed by” also means “was enshrouded DY 
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277 WISDOM OF SIRACH 49:8 


And the hidden things before they 
came to passt 





a He dug through the hard rock with i 
iron | 
And constructed cisterns for the watert 
$ In his days, Sennacherib came up 
And sent out the Rabshakeh, and he 


æ Josiah and Jeremiah 7- 
4 The remembrance of Josiah is like 


retreated. | the composition of incense 
Then he lifted up his hand against Prepared by the work of the perfumer. 
Zion In every mouth it is sweet like honey 


And boasted in his arrogance.t 


And like the music at a banquet with 
9 So their hearts and hands were 


wine. 





shaken, 4 He led in the conversion of the people, 
And they suffered pain like women And he removed the abominations of 
giving birth. | lawlessness: 
0 Then they called upon the merciful ° He directed his heart to the Lord, 
Lord, And in days of lawlessness he 
Stretching out their hands toward Strengthened godliness. 
Him. 
Thus the Holy One quickly heard them | 4 Except for David, Hezekiah, and Josiah, 
from heaven | All offended continually, 
And rescued them by the hand of For they forsook the law of the Most 
Isaiah. High. 
2 He struck the camp of the Assyrians, The kings:of Judah failed, 
And his angel destroyed them: ° For they gave their power to others 
2 For Hezekiah did what was pleasing to And their glory to a foreign nation. 
the Lord © They set fire to the chosen:city of the 
And grew strong in the ways of David : Sanctuary 
his father, | And desolated her streetst 
Which Isaiah the prophet commanded, |7 According tothe word of Jeremiah: 
The one great and faithful in his For they did him evil, 
) & vision. He who was sanctified as a prophet 
_* Inhis days the sun moved backward while still inside his mother, 
i And lengthened the life of the king.t To root out, to afflict, and to destroy, 
“ With a great spirit he saw the last And likewise to build and.to plant. 
ert ner those who mourned „| ~ Ezekiel and the Twelve Prophets 3 
in Zion. | ` Ezekiel himself saw a vision of glory, 
” He showed what was to come to the Which the Lord showed him ona 
end of time, 


chariot of cherubim.t 





48:17 In addition to cisterns, Hezekiah had a tunnel constructed through hard rock to allow the water 

of the Gihon spring to flow into the pool of Siloam. Archeologists have discovered Hebrew words 

ee in the wall of the tunnel, celebrating its completion in the time of Hezekiah’s reign as king (see 
32:2-4), NÑ 


48:18-27 Rabshakeh (v. 18) was an Assyrian title, probably meaning “chief of staff” or “governor.” Sen- 
arib, (v. 18) king of the Assyrians (v. 21), was encamped at Lachish and sent the insolent Rabshakeh 
“mand that Hezekiah surrender the city of Jerusalem to him. Hezekiah turned to the Lord in repen- 
nce and sent for guidance from Isaiah, They were rescued from Sennacharib, who ultimately died (see 
J 18:1319-37) The angel (v. 21) destroyed 185,000 of Sennacharib's soldiers (see 4Kg 19:35). , 
7 23 See 4Kg 20, : oe Sea 
h ‘25 Isaiah's prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah and the rise of the Church are more precise 
ri °8€ of any other prophet of the OT. ak oto eek | 
me The sad prophecies of Jeremiah were a great burden to him. On one occasion he determined 
bir to Speak them, but could not hold them back (Jer 20:9). His prophecies about the destruction and 


Pig 9 Of Jerusalem were completely fulfilled (see Jer 38:14—39:10; 52:12, 13; 4Kg 25:1-21). 


‘9 In spite of the hardships and sorrows of living with his people during the Babylonian captivity, 
veh had visions of crust DIR to come and the restoration of the people of Israel to their land. 
on A ely refers to Ezk 38:22, which prophesies God pouring out wrath upon the attackers ofa re- 

oC Israel, God will do good to those who walk in the right paths. 


WISDOM OF SIRACH 49:9 


10 


49:10 See notes for 46:12 and 48:11 on the doctrine of the resurrection. Their place is their burial p“ 
49:14, 15 Enoch’s being taken up from the earth by God certainly plants the seed of the doctri Wl 
the resurrection. One could argue that Joseph’s concern for the removal of his bones from Egye" | 
to the Promised Land connotes a hope for a future resurrection, 

50:1 Simon || was high priest in about 220-196 sc and would have been known to Ben Sirach: 
50:1-4 Simon supervised major renovations to the temple and the increase in height of the secu ri 
wall surrounding it. Other important projects, such as building a huge water cistern and streng”” a 
the city of Jerusalem against siege, were the products of his leadership. amè 
50:5 This refers to processions around the temple by the people during high holy feasts. The t 
practiced in the Orthodox Church to this day, Coming from behind the veil refers to the high P 
coming out of the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement. 


For He remembered his enemies with 
a thunderstorm 

And did good to those who directed 
their ways aright. 

May He indeed revive the bones 

Of the twelve prophets from their 
place. 

For they encouraged the people of 
Jacob 

And redeemed them with steadfast 
hope.t 


= Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah 7- 


How shall we magnify Zerubbabel? 

He was surely like a seal upon the 
right hand, 

And so was Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, 

Who in their days built the house 

And raised up a holy temple to the 
Lord, 

One prepared unto eternal glory. 

There is the lasting memory of 
Nehemiah, 

Who raised for us the walls that had 
fallen; 

And he established gates and jocks 

And raised again our home sites. 


œ Others of Honor sA 
No one like Enoch was created upon 
the earth, 
For he himself was taken up from the 
earth.t 


Neither has a man like Joseph been 
born, 

The leader of his brothers and the 
support of his people: 

And they watched over his bones. 


Shem and Seth were honored among 
men, 

And Adam over every living thing in 
creation. 









m Simon, Son of Oniag SP, 


5 () There was Simon, the 


=] 


and son of Onias, men Prieg 
Who repaired the house during hie, 
And strengthened the temple inp 
days.t Mis 
He also laid the foundation of the 
double high wall, | 
The fortified wall surrounding the 
temple. i : 
In his days the cistern for th 
was dug, 
A reservoir like a sea in 
circumference. | 
He was concerned about how to saye | 
his people from ruin, `] 
And he strengthened the city to 
withstand siege. 


€ Watery 


“=. The Day of Atonement m 
So was he honored when the people 
gathered round 
As he came out from behind the veill 
Like the morning star in the midstof 
the clouds, 
Like the moon when it is full; 


Like the sun shining upon the temple 


of the Most High, — 
And like the rainbow shining in clout 
of glory; ; 
Like the bloom of the rose in the das 
of firstfruits, Z 
Like lilies by a spring of water, 
Like a sprig of frankincense in the 
summer; | 
Like fire and incense in the censet 
Like a solid gold vessel decorated W 
every precious stone; 
Like an olive tree sprouting fresh iW 
And like a cypress tree rising into thè 
clouds. | 
When he took up a robe of honor 4 
And was clothed with the perfectio 
boasting 
In his ascent to the holy altar, ota 
He glorified the court of the sa" 
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> when he received the portion from the 
hands of the priests 

while standing by the hearth of the 
altar, 

a crown of brethren surrounding him, | 

He was like a sapling of cedar in 
Lebanon; 

And they encircled him like the trunks 
of palm trees, | 

3 All the sons of Aaron in their glory, 

And the offering to the Lord in their 
hands 

Before all the assembly of Israel. 

Finishing the services at the altars 

And arranging the offering to the 
Most High, the Almighty. 

5 He stretched out his hand to the cup 

And poured a libation of the blood of 
the grapes. 

He poured it out on the foundation of 
the altar, | 

A fragrant scent to the King of all, the 
Most High.t 

t Then the sons of Aaron cried out. 

Sounding out the trumpets ð? 
hammered work, 

A great noise to be heard 

As aremembrance before the Most 
High.t E 

Then all the people hastened in 
common a8 

And fell with their faces on the 

-~ ground 

To worship their Lord; the Almighty 
God, the Most High. d 

The singers also praised Him with 27 
their voices, 

And their song was sweetened with a 

variety of sounds. 
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___ WISDOM OF SIRACH 50:27 


The people also prayed to the Lord 
Most High, 

In prayer before the Merciful One, 

Until the order of the Lord was ended 

And they finished His liturgy. 

Then going down he lifted up his 
hands 

Over the entire assembly of the 
children of Israel, 

And to boast in His name. 

Then they bowed down in worship a 
second time 

To receive the blessing from the Most 

High.t 


æ Praise of Honored Men Concluded -> 
22 


And now bless the God of all, 

Who does great things in every way, 

Who exalts our days from our birth 

And deals with us according to His 
mercy.t 

May He give us gladness of heart, 

And may there be peace in our days, 

In Israel as in the days of old. 

May He entrust with us His mercy, 

And let Him redeem us in our days. 


= Author’s Summary > 
With two nations my soul is angered. 
And the third is not a nation:t 
Those who reside on the mountain of 
Samaria and the Philistines, 
And the foolish people who dwell in 
Shechem. 


Jesus, son of Sirach, son of Eleazar the 
Jerusalemite, 

Who poured wisdom forth in this 
book, 


50:15 The Greek word for King of all is found nowhere else in the LXX. 
50:16 The trumpets of hammered work would signify finely made trumpets of expert craftsmanship. 
c1 This concludes the description of the Day of Atonement service, which points to Simon's strong 
4'9ical skills and the beauty of this service in the temple. As this account was obviously written by one 
9 Observed this service in person, we conclude that the author was a personal acquaintance of Si- 
hon This would also explain why so much space in the book is devoted to a high priest who did not 
old the same rank and prestige in Hebrew history as the famous men mentioned in chs, 44—49. 
iG This benediction beautifully expresses the mercy of God and the gladness of heart He gives 
‘Finally We see hope for redemption (v. 24). The word redeem means “to bring forth a ransom" or 
ate ĉase on payment of a ransom.” This age-old Jewish hope is accomplished through the life, death, 
Spo erection of Jesus Christ (see’Eph 1:7-14; Rom 8:22, 23). ca . 
1 26 The mountain is a district in the Edomite Mountains on the east side of the Jordan, begin- 
the lightly North of and running southward parallel to the Dead Sea. The three peoples mentioned— 
We aMaritans the Philistines. and those in Shechem—were ancient enemies of Israel. The Samaritans 
Aiki obably called notia nation (v. 25) because they were a mixture of peoples brought in by the 
hae ans. They were called a foolish people (v. 26) because they were primarily idol-worshippers, They 
enco emple'on Mt. Gerizim until this day. Shechem, modern Nablus, was the small town where Jesus 
Untered the woman at the well known to us as St. Photini (see Jn 4:1-43): 


Ning 






WISDOM OF SIRACH 50:28 

l inscribed instruction in 
| understanding and knowledge.t | 
28 Blessed is he who will conduct himself | 





They surrounded me on al] Sides” : 
And there was no one to help me. 







by these, I looked for the help of men, but the 
For by putting these things in his heart _. was none. hen | 
He will be made wise. Then I remembered Your mercy, 





O Lord, | 
And Your work which is from ofo 
For You lift up those who wait iD 

You, iBA Ti ia 
And You save them from the hang of 

their enemies. od a 


For if he does these things, 
He will grow strong in all things, — 
For the light of the Lord is his path. 


% A Psalm of Thanks =- 
5 | I will give thanks to You, O Lord 








and King, | I sent up my supplication from the 
And I will praise You as my God and earth Bs 
Savior. 









And prayed about the instability 
caused by death. AN ; 
I called upon the Lord, the Father of — 


I give thanks to Your name,t 
For You have been my protector and 












helper, my Lord, | 
And You redeemed my body from That He might not forsake me in the 
destruction days of affliction, =, 
And from the snare of a slanderous When I am helpless against the 
_ tongue, , arrogant. vm 
From the lips of those who work I will praise Your name continually, 
falsehood. 1W 






And | will sing a hymn with 
thanksgiving! juo oaia 

My prayer was heard, . 

For You saved me from destruction 

And rescued me from a time of evil. 













And before all those who stood by. You 
were a helper, | 
And You redeemed me, | 
According to Your great mercy and | 
Your name, 12 






ll 


lag 


Therefore I will thank and praise You, 
see eet ned as one prepared And { will bless the name of the Lor. 
or [00 | ioe 
At the hands of those who sought my ~~. Striving for Wisdom = — 
soul: '5 While I was still young, before I went 
From many afflictions that I endured, on my travels, | 
* From suffocation by an encircling fire, l sought wisdom openly in my prayer 
And from the midst of a fire I did not. | 4 Before the temple I prayed about het : 
Start; And | will search for her to the end ol | 
> From the depths of the belly of Hades my life. ey 
And from the tongue of the unclean \) From blossoms to ripening grapes: 
and the word of a liar—t My heart rejoiced in her. = 
6 The slander of an unrighteous tongue My foot embarked on her righteous 
before the king. | path, A PES 
My soul drew near unto death: And from my youth I hunted for he 





50:27-29 This is a brief biographical reference to the author of the Wisdom of Ben Sirach; Jesus: snd 


Sirach, son of Eleazar of Jerusalem. These words were added by the grandson of Jesus, the tr ansiatar" | 
Sirach. (See the Prologue for additional comments of the translator) i aioa, laa ithe 
51:1 This begins two closing psalms: (1) a prayer of thanks (vv, 1-12); (2) a poem expressing the a“ 
love of Wisdom (vv., 13-30). | Ti ‘Abate cira 
51:5, 6 Apparently the unclean and unrighteous tongue refers to someone who lied about Ben" | 
to the king, nearly causing his death. Thus, this prayer is largely devoted to thanking God for saV! 
him. mom AT " 
51:10 The ancient Church saw the Father of my Lord as God the Father, and my Lord as Jesus ee" 
Similarly, the Holy Spirit inspired King David to write, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My righ “de 
Until | make Your enemies the footstool of Your feet" (Ps 109:1). In quoting this the apostle pete 
clared “my Lord” referred to Christ (Acts 2:34, 35), | | isa Ot an 
51:15 From blossoms to ripening grapes indicates that Ben Sirach’s ardent search for wisdom b i" 
early in his youth and continued to the time of this'writing, when he was mature in age) 








“inclined my ear a little a 
her. 
{found much instruction for myself. 
There was progress for me in her, 
To Him who gives me wisdom, I will 
give glory. | 
« For | purposed to practice wisdom: 
And I was zealous for the good 
And was not put to shame.t 
a My soul strove earnestly for her, 
And I examined myself closely in my 
performance of the law. 
| stretched out my hands to the 
heights | 
And mourned my ignorance of her. 
| directed my soul to her, 
And in purification I found her. 
| acquired a heart for her from the 
beginning; 
Therefore, I was not forsaken. 
My heart was stirred to search for 
her, 
And therefore I gained a good 
possession.t : 
2 The Lord gave me a tongue as my 
reward, 
And I will praise Him wiih jt. 





——— 
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ann DOM OF SIRACH 51:30 


Draw near to me, untaught ones, 

And lodge in my school, 

Why do you say that you are lacking 
in these things, 

Yet you let your souls thirst 
exceedingly? 

| opened my mouth and Said, 


“Gain wisdom for yourselves without 


money.t 

Place your neck under her yoke, 

And let your soul receive her 
instruction. 

She is near that you might find her. 

See pith your own eyes that. I labored 

ittle, 

But found much rest for myself. 

Partake of instruction with a great 
amount of silver, i 

And gain much gold with it. 

May your soul be gladdened by His 
mercy, 

And may you not be put to shame 
when you praise Him! 

Do your work before the appointed 

aka timey, irri 

And He will give you your reward in 
His appointed time” ` 


iain a I i er ere a a 


51:18 Though uncreated wisdoin is seen by the Church Fathers as the preincarnate Son of God, the 
Logos, nevertheless wisdom exists as a created attribute of man as well as a gift from God. Thus, Ben 


Sirach prayed for and received the gift of wisdom. 


a 


51:21 When one is stirred to search for God and His good gifts with a sincere heart, one will never be 


disappointed. 


51:25, 26 Wisdom is near to us because Christ is near to us. 


FER EMEI ik hee Ge 





Author—The prophet Hosea (commemorated October 17) is traditionally 
‘considered the author of this work. He was of the tribe of Issachar and be 


name means “salvation” or “deliverance.” ae 








| Date—Hosea’s prophecy occurred about 750 BC, during Wes reign of 
=, Jeroboam II (786-746) and also after that king's. death. sana ci K 


Major Ther nET Gods love and | faithfulness to His people. Hees niei ' 
®& experience is used. as a parable in the book, illustrated by his faithfulness 
his unfaithful wife Gomer. Hosea is also one of the prophets who emphasize 
the importance of knowing God (6: 6) in steadfast love, instead of substitu utin : 
vain and empty sacrifices and burnt offerings to come into His presence 


















Bac k J} ound—Hosea was : contemporary of the Sonne Amos (in hel i 
© Northern Kingdom of frac!) and Isaiah and Micah (in the Southern l 
Kingdom of Judah). His pre phecy was directed to the Northern Kingdom 
The time of Hosea wes marked by great material prosperity but also nation 
anxiety in Israel: The pec pie ip. their complacency and insecurity turned to 
the gods of the pagans (primarily Baal and Ashtoreth) for guidance. Hosea = 
saw these pagan religions as the exact opposite of God’s revelation to na l 


people. Hosea saw it as his calling to bring wayward Israel back to its 
covenant with the Lord. 


ou tline 









^ I. Introduction: Author and Time of the III. God’s Faithfulness and Israel’s | 
Prophecy (1:1) Unfaithfulness (4:1—14:10) 
I]. Hosea and Gomer as Images of God’s A. Israel’s unfaithfulness (4:1—®: 3) 
Dealings with Unfaithful Israel (1:2—3:5) B. Israel’s punishment (6:4—10:15) 
A. The children as signs (1:2—2:1) C.The compassionate and faithful loss 
ee unfaithful wife—Gomer and Israel God (11:1—14:10) | 
(2 —3'5) 
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eels ES HOSEA 22 
The word of the Lord that came to Nor with sword, nor by war, 
Hosea the son of Beeri in the days of Nor by chariots, nor by horses or 
„ziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings horsemen.” 
į Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam son 
f Joash, king of Israel.t 8Now after she weaned Lo-Ruhamah, 
= Hosea’s Family ~ she conceived again and bore a son. 9So the 
The beginning of the word of the Lord to sord pad 
he Lord said to Hosea, 
Hosea. The “Call his name Lo-Ammi, 
‘Go, take to yourself a wife of For you are not My people, 
S9; oe | And I am not your God.t 
And children of fornication; æ Israel Will Be Restored 7> 


For the land will surely go a-whoring 


By departing from the Lord.”t 0 “Yet the number of the children of 


Israel 
Shall be as the sand of the sea, 
Which shall not be measured or 
numbered. 
Then it shall come to pass 
In the place where it was said to 
them, 
‘You are not My people,’ 
Even then they shall be called 
| The sons of the living God. 
'l The children of Judah and the children 
of Israel 
Shall be gathered together. 
They shall appoint themselves one 


3S0 he went and took Gomer, daughter of 
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a | 
son. ‘Again the Lord said to him. 


“Call his name Jezreel; 

For in a little while 

| will avenge the blood of Jezreel on 
the house of Jehu, 

And I will make to cease the kingship 
of the house of [srae!.? 

‘` It shall be in that day 

That I will break the bow of Israelin 

the Valley of Jezreel” 


| 
Then she conceived again and bore a| | 42d come up out of the land; 


~ head 
daughter. So God said to him. | For great shall be the day of 


Jezreel,t 


‘Call her name Lo-Ruhamah, 

For I will no longer have mercy on the 
house of Israel, | 

But will surely set Myself in array 
against them.t 

ut I will have mercy on the house of 

Judah 

And il save them by the Lord their 

od, 
| will not save them with bow, 


) “Say to your brother, ‘My People,’ 
And to your sister, ‘Pitied,’ 


æ. Gomer and Israel Are Unfaithful 7> 
2 “Plead with your mother, plead, 
For she is not My wife, 
And I am not her Husband. 
I will remove her fornication out of My 
presence 





p ‘But the word came to Hosea as a teacher of God, softly speaking to the disobedient and making 

„M return through what he says and does” (Theoph). 

iope of fornication isa woman given to prostitution. It also suggests Gomer was one of Baal’s 
PPers. Likely Hosea’s wife was a young Israelite woman who before marriage was involved in the 


w anite rites of initiation prescribed for future brides, intended to ensure their fertility. “From these 


"ih God will build the Church, which will be made holy through its union with the Son of God, as 
hey berman was made holy by her union with the prophet" (Iren). The unbelieving wife is made holy by 
M4 Jo “ving husband (1Co 7:14). 
lerin oe means “God sows” (judgment), and here it designates the place (today the Arab village of 
ig Where King Jehu of Israel killed Queen Jezebel along with King Ahab‘s royal house (4Kg 9; 10). 
19 Lo. H amah means “Unpitied” or “No Mercy.” 
ty 7," Means “Not My People.” 
heda €Y shall come up out of the land: They will live the life of the saints as well, for great shall be 
Yo Jezreel, Indeed, great is the day of Christ, when He will raise to life all the dead. 
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And her adultery fro 


m between her P. 
breasts.t 1 | will take away all her gladness. | 
3 That I may strip her naked o feasts; 
And make her again as she was at the And her festivals at the New Moen 
day of her birth. And her Sabbaths, On, 
I will make her desolate and as a dry And all her solemn assemblies 
land, | ist aah EEA 3 
And I will kill her with thirst." ed ee pen her vines and her fig 
rees, ON 

4 “J will not have mercy upon her children; | All things of which she said, 


For they are children of fornication. 

5 For their mother went a-whoring. 
She that bore them disgraced herself, 
For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 
Who give me my bread and my water, 
And my garments and my linen clothes, | 
My oil and my necessities.”t 


‘These are my wages that my lover, 
have given me’ wf : 
But I will make them a testimony, — 
And the wild beasts of the field, the 
birds of the sky, = 9 
And the reptiles of the earth shall 
devour them. To 
13° Į will repay her For the daysof 
Baalim,’: ‘44 H11 MA 
Wherein she sacrificed to them, 
And put on her earrings and her | 
necklaces, 2-4)" pnma S 


7 i Huert : And went after her lovers; = 
i 5h f fter her love : oo) ae 
ane wot oveitaketheni io c70a or), z, But she forzo Oe sie aa 


She will seek them but noi find them. | 
| 


6 “Therefore, behold, I will hedge up her 
way with thorns. 
I will stop the ways so she shall not 
find her path. 





She will say, = God Has Mercy on His People. 


‘J will go and return to my tormer 14 “Therefore, behold, I will lead her” 
husband; | astray et MAT; 
For it was better for me than now. -And make her as desolate, 
8 For she did not know I gave ner corn, | And [will speak to her heart.t RA 
wine, and oil, ATSE |15 Į will give her possessions from ther 
And multiplied silver to her; And the Valley of Achor to open het | 
But she turned the silver and gold over understanding. Ra | 


She will be humbled there m 
According to the days of her infanti 
And according to the days of her 
coming up faye 
Out of the land of Egypt. 


to Baal. 


9 “Therefore I will take back 
My corn in its season, 
And My wine in its time. 
I will remove My raiment and M 
linen clothes | 
That she may not cover her 
nakedness. 
10 Now I will expose her uncleanness 
before her lovers, | 
And no one shall by any means 


6 “Then it shall come to pass in that dat 
Says the Lord, ae 
“That she will call Me ‘My Hust) 
And shall no longer call Me ‘Ba a 
For I will take away the names% 

Baalim out of her mouth, a 


i 


p 
=] 





2:2 This prophetic saying was probably issued in the years following the Syro-Ephraimite wa! of 13 b 
during which the two Israelite kingdoms were in a state of enmity. ACLs [st Toe 634! 3 
2:3 Strip her naked: An act of humiliation preceding capital punishment of an adulteress (Eig 


Ly 20:10; Dt 22:22). Perhaps this means Israel would experience humiliation during the Assy" 


beginning in 722 BC. dott 
2:5, 7 | will go after my lovers refers in a historical setting to the Israelites’ frequent forays INO aal 
2:13 Baalim refers to various manifestations of the god Baal rather than to many deities el vals 
Days of Baalim points to the festivals listed in v. 11. Originally consecrated to God, these fest ni ot 
came tainted by Baalism. Similarly, today’s world secularizes Christmas and Easter as best \ oe 
2:14 | will lead her astray: “Having received the light of the knowledge of God in mind ann 
she is no longer able to find her old path” (CyrAl). | jot eS 















Deliver her out of My hand ~~ 





rè 





OSE A 
~ and their names shall be remembered | strange gods and 


no more. — | bought her for myself for fifteen pieces of 
in that day I will make a covenant for silver, a homer of barley, and a jar of wine.t 


them — | | ‘I said to her, “You shall stay with me for 
with the wild beasts of the field, many days. You shall not vmit fornica- 
And with the birds of the sky, tion, neither shall you be for another man; 
And with the reptiles of the earth. but I will be for you.” 4For the children of 
| will break the bow, the sword, and Israel shall abide many days without a king, 
the battle from off the earth, without a prince; without a sacrifice, with- 
And will cause them to dwell safely. out an altar, without a priesthood, and with- 
out symbols of revelation. 5Afterward the 











love raisin cakes,”t 2So | 


— 
= 


» “[ will betroth you to Myself forever; children of Israel shall return and seek the 
Yes, | will betroth you to Myself Lord their God and David their king; and 
In righteousness and justice, they shall be’ amazed at the Lord and at His 
And in mercy and compassions.t good things in the latter days.t 
u [will betroth you to Myself in Ler 
faithfulness, | . God’s Judgment on Israel 7> 
And you shall know the Lord. _. Hear the word of the Lord, 
You children of Israel, 
a “It shall come to pass in that day” says For the Lord has-a judgment for the 


the Lord, | inhabitants of the land: 
“That I will listen to heaven, : | | | 
And it shall listen to the earth. 
The earth shall listen to the corn, 
And the wine, and the oi!: 
And they shall listen to Jezree!. 
| will sow her to Myself on the earth, 
And will love her that was not loved, 
And will say to that which was not My 
people, | 
‘You are My people!’ 
And they shall say, 
You are the: Lord my God!’ ” 


~ Israel Will Return to the Lord = 
3 Then the Lord said to me, “Go yet again 


“There is no truth or mercy | 
Or knowledge of God in the land.t 
2 Cursing and lying, murder and theft 
And adultery gushed forth in the land, 
And blood is mingled with blood. 
3 Therefore the land shall mourn 
And be diminished with all the things 
that dwell in it: pecs 
The wild beasts of the field, the 
reptiles of the earth, 
And the birds of the sky, 
And the fish of the sea shall come to 
an end; | 
4 That neither may anyone judge, nor 
analyze another; = __ 
But my people are as a priest who is 
spoken against. 


t 


tä 
Las 





Cist hes had to pay to redeem his wife for himself. Likewise, in order to redeem sinful humanity, 

#5 The obiect | a, th ir God and David their king, showing this text to 

| iste prophecy AL some tne israel once rejected, wl be caled, and by fath she witretur 
Cist aq ne God of all and David along with Him, that is, the One who Is from the seed of David, 

I M17 eicing to flesh, the Lord and the King of all" (CyrAl). Be aL Ae Sta EGO ara 
| Mens of ond part of Hosea’s book (chs: 4-11) consists of prophetic sayings and begins with an assess- 
| the moral status of northern Israelite society as a whole, | | 





HOSEA 4:5 986 





> “Thus you shall be weak by day, And your daughters-in-lay shal S| 
And the prophet shall be weak with _ commit adultery, 
you: 14 But I will not show care for Your 
I have compared your mother to the daughters i 
night.t When they commit fornication 
My people are like as those who have Nor your daughters-in-law 
no knowledge. When they commit adultery: 
Because you have rejected knowledge, | For they mingled themselyeg with 
I will also reject you from being a harlots 
priest to Me: And sacrificed with the initiated on... 
And because you have forgotten the And the people who understood ii 
law ot your God, Entangled themselves with a harlot 
I also will forget your children. ie a 
’ According to their multitude, 9 “But you, O Israel, be not ignorant, 
So they sinned against Me; And do not go, men of Judah, to Gilg 
I will turn their glory into dishonor. And do not go up to Beth Aven — 
8 They will eat the sins of My people Nor swear by the living Lord. 
And take away their lives because of | '° For Israel was maddened like a mag 
their wrongdoings.t heifer; : 
9 The priest shall also be as the people; Now the Lord will feed them 
So I will punish him for his ways Like a lamb in a wide place. 
And repay him for his counsels.t U Ephraim, joined with idols, 


10 They shall eat and not be satisfied: 
They have gone a-whoring and shall 
by no means prosper, | 
Because they have abandoned holding | 
fast to the Lord. | 


Has laid stumbling blocks in his ow 
way. 

He has chosen the Canaanites: — 

They have grievously gone a-whoring 





cet 





They have loved dishonor through he 
| F aiii. are) rudeness. | | 
Se he ee 19. You are a blast of wind in her wings 
» “The heart of My people has gladly | ~~ And they shall be ashamed becaused 
engaged : their altars. 
In fornication, wine, and strong drink. | : 
12 They asked counsel by means of | Ow Warnings for Israel and Judah ™ 
signs “Hear these things, O priests, 
And they reported answers to them by And attend, O house of Israel! 
their staves. Listen, O house of the king! 
They have gone astray in a spirit of For judgment is with you 
whoredom Because you have been a snare mM 
And grievously gone a-whoring from Mizpah | 
their God. And a net spread on Tabor, 
3 They have sacrificed on the tops of the |2 Which they that hunt the prey have 
mountains, fixed; 
And on the hills they have sacrificed But I will be your instructor." ta 
Under the oak and poplar = |3. I know Ephraim, and Israel is not I 
And under the shady tree, from Me; vous 
Because their shade was good. For now Ephraim has gone grieve’ 
Therefore your daughters shall go a-whoring; | 


a-whoring, Israel is defiled. | 





4:5 “One says that Israel will be weak not forever but for days. For it has been reserved for her a tim’ | 
of salvation and a return to faith” (CyrAl). See also Rom 10:1; 11:26, 27. thes” 
4:8 “They used to sacrifice goats for sin; for this reason the sacrifice was called sin. ... They & | 
of My people means they (the priests) eat the offerings brought for sins” (CyrAl). nought“ 
4:9 "Seemingly he calls ways the walking in works and counsels the faults from outrageous th% | 
(CyrAl). ani 
5:2 | will be your instructor: The accent falls here on correction or instruction rather than on Pee 


ment. “lam your master, or rather instructor, who wishes to correct, rather than to punish © 
rather than to lose” (Jerome). 
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rrogance of Israel | 
hall be brought low before His face, 
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neir deli 





perations did not allow them 
to their God, 

of fornicatión is in them, 
ney have not gotten to know the 





eturn 


And israel and Ephraim shall become 
| k 


wea aay 
ye to their wrongdoings; 
d Judah also shall become weak 


with them. 


They shall go with sheep and calves 


piligently to seek the Lord, ~ 


But 
For 


i For 
Bec 


they shall not find Him, 

He has withdrawn Himself from 
them. 

they have forsaken the Lord 
ause strange children have been 
born to them. 


Now the rust shall devour them along 


with their heritages.? 


“Blow the trumpet on the hills, 


Sound aloud on the heights, 
Proclaim in Beth Aven: 
‘Benjamin is confused.’ 


Ephraim has vanished in the days of 


reproof: 


Among the tribes of Israel | have 


if ‘Th e 


shown faithful things. 


princes of Judah became as 
those 


Who remove the boundaries; 
will pour out my fury upon them as 


| Eph 





Mother | 


Piai) 


water,t 
ram oppressed his adversary: 
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He trod over judgment, 

For he began to go after vanities. 

Therefore I will be as a confusion to 
Ephraim — 

And as a sting to the house of Judah. 











“Ephraim saw his disease 


And Judah his pain; | 

Then Ephraim went to the Assyrians 

And sent ambassadors to King Jareb. 

But he could not heal you, 

And your pain shall in no way cease 
from you. aloe 

Wherefore I am as a panther to 
Ephraim | Mae 

And as a lion to the house of Judah. 

So I will grasp and go away; 

And I will take, and there shall be 
none to rescue. 

I will go and return to My place 

Until they are destroyed, — | 

And then they shall seek My face. 

In their affliction they will seek Me 
early, saying:t 


œ Return to the Lord «= 


“Tet us go and return to the Lord our 
God; : 

For He has grasped and will heal us; 

He will Se ana plug the wound with 
lint. 

After two days He will heal us. 

In the third day we shall rise 

And live before Him.t | 

Let us know, let us pursue 

That we might know the Lord. 

We shall find Him ready as the 
daybreak, | 

And He will come to us 





ey begin to pluck portions out of the Ephraimite territory, which never belonged to the 


(D gdom, This wrongdoing is compared with the crime of those who move the boundary 


Ing r time the body of Jesus lay in the tomb; the third day points to His glorious Resurrection, 
Pturggn f Shall rise with Him. St. Paul writes that Jesus “rose again the third day according to the 


9 15:4), most likely alluding to this passage from Hosea. 





As the early and latter rain to the Now their own counsels Have 
earth.’t encircled them; 
They were before My face, — 





HOSEA 6:4 | J00 





T Israel and Canan Are Aer eu ane | aey gladdened kings With their m, 
1 “What shall I do to you, O Ephraim? And princes with their lies i 
What shall I do to you, O Judah? 
Your mercy is as a morning cloud 4 “They are all adulterers, 
And as the early dew that goes away. Like an oven heated for cookin 
5 Therefore I have cut off your Burning with a flame during the 
prophets; kneading of the dough 
I have slain them with the words of Until it is leavened. 
My mouth, 5 [Inthe days of our kings, 
And My judgment shall go forth as the | The princes began to be inflamed wi 
light. wine; 
6 For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, He stretched out his hand with 
And the knowledge of God | pestilent fellows. | 


6 Wherefore their hearts are inflamed 

like an oven . 

While they were falling down all the 
night. 

Ephraim is satisfied with sleep; 

The morning is come; 

He is burnt up like a flame of fire. 

They are all heated like an oven 

And have devoured their Judges. 

All their kings are fallen; | 

There was not among them one that 
called upon Me. 


More than whole burnt offerings.t 
1 But they are as a man who 
transgresses the covenant; 
There they despised Me. 

8 Gilead is a city working vanity with 

troubling water. _ 

9 Your strength is that oj.a pirate; 
The priests have hidden the way; 
They have murdered the people of 

Shechem, 
For they have done lawlessness. 

10 In the house of Israel I have seen 

horrible things; 
There is the fornication, of Ephraim; 
Israel and Judah are defiled. 

il Begin to harvest for yourself 
When I return the captives of My 

people. 


8 “Ephraim is mixed among his- 
| peoples; 3 | 
Ephraim became a cake not turned! 
Strangers devoured his strength, 
And he Knew it not. 
Grey hairs came upon him, 
And he knew it not. | | 
10 The pride of Israel shall be humbled 


oo 


“When I have healed Israel, 


Then shall the wrongdoing of before his face: me 
Ephraim | Yet they have not returned to the L 
And the evil of Samaria be revealed, their God, . 


For they have worked falsehood. 

A thief shall come in to him, 

Even a robber taking spoil in his way, 
2 ‘That they may sing together 

As men singing in their heart. 

I remember all their evils; 


Neither have they diligently sought 
Him in spite of all this. PA 
~ Trusting Other Nations Is Futile ^ 


ll “Ephraim was like a silly dove, not 
having a heart; | 





6:3 Among the Church's early writers, Tertullian (ca. Ap 160-225) is the first to relate this pasani mal 
Resurrection of Jesus, and more precisely to the myrrhbearing women who went at daybreak : 
to their Master's tomb to anoint His body. vole 
6:6 God does not reject worship as a whole, but He criticizes the way Israel perceives it. Inste? iy oe : 
means to enter into a relationship with God and to foster community ties, the worship gradua ug 
comes a goal in itself (Am 5:21ff.; Mic 6:6ff.). This applies also to Orthodox people who see the 
as “boring,” | font 
7:8 “The kingdom of the ten tribes has become like any other nation because they went a rep 
Lord. And he [Ephraim] is like a bread beneath the ashes that is not turned, that is, he does” 

(Jerome), | 
















= ee E o ___ HOSEA 8:12 
~ ye called to Egypt and they went to + “They made kings for themselves, but 
the Assyrians. not by Me. 
» whenever they shall go, I will cast My They have ruled, but they did not 
i net upon them; make it known to Me. 
j will bring them down as the birds of They made idols for themselves with 
the sky. eh their silver and gold 
| will chastise them through the news That they might be utterly destroyed. 
of their affliction. > Get rid of your calf, O Samaria. 
| My anger is kindled against them. 
4 “Woe to them, for they have turne How long will they be unable to purge 
away from Me! | themselves in Israel? 
They are cowards, © A workman made it, And it is not 
For they have committed impious God; 
deeds against Me. Therefore your calf, O Samaria, was a 
Yet I redeemed them, deceiver. 


But they spoke falsehoods against Me. 
Their hearts did not cry aloud to Me, ’ “For they sowed wind-damaged seeds, 


But they wailed upon their beds. And their destruction shall await 
| them; 
‘They slashed themselves for oil and A sheaf of corn cannot produce 
wine; flour; 
They were chastised by Me. And even if the seeds should 
i | strengthened their arms. produce it, 


Strangers would devour it. 
8 Israel is swallowed up. 
Now he has become as a worthless 
vessel among the nations. 
9° For they have gone up to the 


But they devised evils against Me. 
They turned aside to nothing: 

They became. as a stretched bow. 
Their princes shall fall by the sword; 
They will be despised in the land of 


on 


Egypt Assyrians; 

Because of their unrestrained tongue. petit a sprouted again against 
imself; | 
æ Israel’s Apostasy A> They loved gifts. 
‘He shall come into their midst like the | !° Therefore they shall be handed over to 
_ land, the nations. | 

Like an eagle against the house of the Now I will receive them, 

Lord, And they will stop awhile to anoint a 


Because they broke My covenant king and princes. 


nd acted impiously against My 


law.t |n “Because Ephraim has multiplied 





They shall cry out to Me, saying, altars, 9 
> God, we know You.’ His beloved altars have become sins to 
or Israel has turned away from good him. | 
things; 12. | will write a multitude of statutes for 
They him, 


have pursued an enemy. 


} 14 - 

et was Ephraim compared with a dove and not with other birds? The other birds hurry to pro- 
roach u offspring even at the risk of life. And when they see a bird of prey, snake, raven or crow ap- 
Voice sh 9 their nest, they... attack with their beak, and wound with their claws, and with a crying 
Ehra OW the parent's suffering. Only the dove does not grieve for or miss [its] robbed offspring. 


i akto their salvation” (Jerome). Au. 
(733 ic ere God js addressing Hosea immediately after the conclusion of the Syro-Ephraimite war . 
Him With e charges Ephraim (vy, 10, 11) with unfaithfulness, Idolatry, political plots, and lack of trust in 
Mt ett to foreign relations-—all these make the inhabitants of Samaria (vv. 5, 6) consider 
i i), Will by “ons a strange thing, For this reason, His punishment Is near: Israel, the worthless vessel 
de towarg cought into captivity, Judah will experience the same fate because of her arrogant atti- 


ldimm je o: aie | ; 
"ier rightly compared with this bird because he does not suffer for his devastated people but is 
;1 X 








e—a 


HOSEA 8:13 








refore, behold, they go fo 


? i ute aconsidered as The rth | D 
ay AE Siei the trouble of Egypt. fton 
TEK Memphis shall receive them 


As well as his beloved altars.t 
13 For if they should offer a sacrifice and 

eat flesh, 

The Lord would not accept them. 

Now He will remember their 
wrongdoings 

And take vengeance on their sins. 

They have returned to Egypt, 

And they shall eat unclean things 
among the Assyrians. 


And Machmas shall bury them, 
_ As for their silver, destruction shal 
inherit it, 
And thorns shall be in their tent, 
7 The days of vengeance have come. 
The days of your recompense haye 
come; 
And Israel shall be afflicted 
As the prophet that is mad, as a map 
deranged. | 
By reason of the multitude of your 
him. wrongdoings y 
They have built temples, Your madness has abounded. 
And Judah has multiplied walled cities; | * The watchman of Ephraim was with 


14, “Israel has forgotten Him who made 


But I will send fire upon his cities, God, ug balisy 
And it shall devour their foundations.” | But the prophet is a crooked snare in- 
3 all his ways... 5 F | 
<~ Punishment for Israel .> They have planted the madness firmly 


In the house of God. 
Neither make merry, as other peoples. |9. They have corrupted themselves 
For you have gone a-whoring from | As in the days of Gibeah.) 
your God. He will remember his wrongdoings; 
| 
| 


Rejoice not, O Israel, 





You have loved for hire. He will take vengeance on his sins. 
Upon every threshing floor of whee. , a 


2 The threshing floor and winepress did | 1° “{ found Israel as grapes inithe 


not know them, | wilderness, 
And the wine disappointed them:; |© | -And J saw their fathers as an early 
3 They did not dwell in the Lord’s land. guard at their fig tree. 
Ephraim dwelt in Egypt, | They went in to Baal Peor 
And they shall eat unclean things And were shamefully estranged; 
among the Assyrians. | And the beloved ones became 
* They have not offered wine to the abominable. | J DU Sas 
_ Lord, | Bi ll The glory of Ephraim has flown awa 
Neither have their sacrifices been as a bird: ; 
pleasing to Him, Their glories from birth, birth-pai 
But like the mourning bread to them. and conception. 
All that eat shall be defiled 2 For even if they should rear their 
Because their bread shall be for their children, : 
own life; Yet they shall be utterly bereaved. | 
It shall not come into the house of the | For woe to them! My flesh is of them: | 
> Lord.t eee = | Ephraim, even as I saw, 3 
Wha! wil yoy do in the day of public Presented their children as a Prev) 
festival Ephraim was ready to bring out! 
And in the day of the Lord’s feast? children to slaughter.” 


aes hata of statutes: This saying is one of the earliest evidences that by the eighth century 
H Wee i S, i H "law"; Ex 24:12; 34:1)'was circulated, at least partially, in a written | jont 
ng conected the truit of the vine into the wine vats, they offered the firstlings as a liba™ | 
or Femen and not to the God who gave them. They also offered loaves of bread as fist fruits ph | 
bee specter that the sacrifice will become for them defiled and impure; he says, and the ONS ine, 
law i sid sidered as mourning bread (that is, disgusting, impure and odious). For what reason’ | pj | 
th tig ered unclean anyone who approached a dead body either by blood relationship or 1% s | 
food il abate lla ni ; Tpararorentha mourning bread is that bread which was at nae 
| Rie e mourning for the dead; for those who strive to avoi tamination W= 
dead body it is considered terrible even to taste this bread" (Cyr). ve to avoid contami Sy 


. | 





Give to them, O Lord! | 


H OS EA 10:13 
What will You give to them? 
| 
| 
| 


To the degree that they rebelled 
against it, 

So they will rejoice at its glory — 

Because it was removed from them. 

6 For they bound it up for the Assyrians 

And carried it away as a gift to King 
Jareb. 

Ephraim shall receive it as a gift, 

And Israel shall be ashamed of his 
own counsel. | 











A childless womb and dry breasts. 


iş “All their evils are in Gilgal, 

For there I hated them. - 

Because of their evil practices, 

Į will cast them out of My house, 

Į will not love them any more. 

All their leaders are disobedient. ` 
6 Ephraim underwent trouble; 

He is dried up at his roots; 


; 7 Samaria has cast off her king 
He shall bear fruit no more... 


Like a twig on the surface of the 


Wherefore, even if they should beget water, 
children, 8 And the altars of Aven, the sins of 
Į would kill the desired fruit of their laren 
womb. | Shall be removed. 
j Thorns and thistles shall come upon 
7 God shall reject them {j their altars, f 
Because they have not hearkened to | And they shall say to the mountains, 
Him. | | “Cover us,” ` pee 
So they shall.be wanderers among the And to the hills, “Fall on us.” 
nations. | ; | | 


pa 


“From the days of Gibeah, Israel has 
sinned; 

There they stood. | 

The war on that hill against the 

3 children of unrighteousness 

Did not overtake them. 

0 J came to chastise them, ` 
And peoples shall be gathered against 


=. Israel’s Judgment and Captivit: <. 
10 Israel is a luxuriant vine: . | 
Her fruit is abundant. 
According to the multitude of her 
fruits 

She has multiplied her altars; 

According to the wealth of his land 

He has set up pillars.t 


E 





2 They have divided their hearts; them cone saree ed 
| Now shall they be utterly destroyed. Mier a are chastised for their two 
He s : Jej he an paR ES FY 
i Poal raze EAr BERO 11 Ephraim is a heifer taught to love 
| Their oillareeha distress. victory, m 
| HE pillars shall eXDER ence VSH: But I will come upon the fairest part of 
3 her neck. | spa 


For now they will say, 

“We have no king, 

Since we did not fear the Lord. 

As for a king, what would he do for . 


I will mount Ephraim: 
I will pass over Judah in silence; 
Jacob shall preyail against him.” 


us?” | , i \ i 
i AO: 22 MIU P 12 ourselves in righteousness; 
As he s words With false , XOW to yourse Meh 
1? epeak R Gather in the fruit of life; 


. Light for yourselves the light of 
.. knowledge; 
Seek the Lord till the fruits of | 
| righteousness come upon you. . 
13, Why have you passed over 
ungodliness in silence 
And reaped its wrongdoings? 


He would make a covenant. i 
Thus judgment will spring up...) i 
a weed on the soil of the field. 


The inhabitants of Samaria. | 
Shall dwell near the calf of Beth Aven, 
For its people mourned for it. aren 





10:1, 2 “Having good shoots and fruit-bearing branches, she [Israel] produced many clusters, and the 
j dance of the grapes equaled the great number of the branches. But she who before was of such a 
Nd offended God afterward, turning the abundance of the fruits into a great number of offenses, The 
'€ people she had, the more altars she built, and she overmatched the abundance of the land by the 


j i i 
“mber of idols” (Jerome). 









HOSEA 10:14 OPENA 

5 “Ephraim dwelt in Egypt: > 

And the Assyrian himself wag hic 
king, i 

Because he would not return, 

6 The sword became weak in his cit, 
And he ceased to war with hig es, 


| 








You have eaten the fruit of deception, 
For you have hoped in your chariots, 
In the abundance of your power.t 
14 Therefore destruction shall rise up 
among your people, 
And all your walled places shall be 












gone, hands; | 
As Beth Arbel in the time of Prince For they shall consume themselye. 
Shalman. With their own intrigues. 


In the days of battle, 

They dashed the mother to the ground 
upon the children. 

t5 Thus will I do to you, O house of 

Israel, 

Because of your evil deeds. 

Early in the morning were they cast 
off; 

The king of Israel has been cast off. 


| 
7 His people shall hold onto Hig 
habitation; 
But God shall be angry with His 
precious things, 
And shall not at all exalt him. 
8 “How shall I deal with you, Ephraim? 
How shall I protect you, Israel? 
What shall I do with you? 
I will make you as Admah and as 
Zeboiim. 
My heart is turned about: 


< God’s Love for Rebellious Israel => 
li “For Israel is a child, and I loved 





him, | My repentance is utterly thrown into 
And out of Egypt I have called his confusion.t 
children.t | °  { will not act according to the fury of 
2 As I called them, | My wrath; 
So they departed from My presence. |! { will not abandon Ephraim to be 
They sacrificed to the Baals, | utterly destroyed. 7 
And burned incense to graven images. i For I am God and not man; 
| The Holy One among you: 
3 “Yet I bound the feet of Ephraim. i And I will not enter into the city. 
I took him on My arm, | : 
But they did not know that I healed ‘0 “I will go after the Lord. 
them.t He shall utter His voice as a lion; 
* When men were destroyed, For He shall roar, | 
I drew them with the bands of My And the children of the waters shall bè 
love, | | amazed. | 
And I will be to them as a man | l They shall be amazed as a bird outo 
Smiting another on his cheek. Egypt eh. 
I will look with favor to him; | And as a dove out of the land of thè 
I will prevail with him. : Assyrians; | | 


10:13 “They ate the fruit of deception, namely, they had a useless and senseless hope. For the true ft 
is the one that can save and help, the love toward God and the glory of righteousness. On the ¢ ti 
the false fruit would reasonably be considered impiety, for in the end it altogether descends to wha 
abominable” (CyrAl). pas F 
11:1 The New Testament application of this passage in Mt 2:15 concerns the return of Jesus, Mê 
Joseph from Egypt. Matthew did not use the Septuagint version (his children), but rather a Hebr 
manuscript which had the singular “my son." - | Hitt 
11:3, 4 “I bound the feet of Ephraim, that is, the whole Israel... although he was awkward: ae 
self declares why this is so: ‘I will take them in My arms.’ This image is from child raising. To a 
take infants in their arms are those who bind their feet, bringing their feet together. For it Is ní act | 
| think, that the thighs and knees of anyone who sits down should be drawn together, And In!® el 
is so, ‘| bound the feet’ as, for instance, it was written about Abraham, who bound his son !sa@¢ ‘ver ) 
he thought to bring him as a sacrifice to God. One must note that the Hebrew version and ot” l). 
sions do not have ‘| bound the feet’ but rather ' became as one who nourishes Ephraim” (Cyr ; 
11:8, 9 Here, as in numerous other places in Scripture, God speaks as though He were a man. od the! 
scends to communicate in our terms. In this dilemma, it is the infinite, overwhelming love of S), | 
triumphs, His heart turned against His just decision to punish the apostate people (10:8, 14 9h 
































« A Charge against Israel and Judah 7. 


12 


“Ephraim has encompassed me 
with falsehood, 

And the house of Israel and Judah 
with ungodliness. 

But now God knows them, 

And he shall be called God's holy 
people. 

But Ephraim is an evil spirit. 

He has chased the east wind all the 
day. 

He has multiplied empty and vain 
things 

And struck a covenant with the 
Assyrians. 

He made business with oil in Egypt. 


' “The Lord has a judgment against 


Judah 

So as to punish Jacob according to his 
ways, 

And He will repay him according tc 
his practices. 

He kicked his brother in the womb. 

And in his toils he regained strength 
with God. 

He prevailed with the Angel and was 
Strong. 

They wept and entreated Me. 

They found Me in Bethel, 

And there a word was spoken to 
them.t 

So the Lord God Almighty shall be his 
memorial. 

You shall return to your God; 

erefore, observe mercy and 

judgment, 

And draw near to your God 
continually. 


‘As for Canaan. 
ere is a balance of wrongdoing in 
his hand, | 
Or he has loved to oppress. 
As for Ephraim, he said, 
Nevertheless, I am rich; 
ave found relief for myself.’ 
ul none of his labors shall be found 
In him, 
ause of the wrongdoings by which 
he sinned, 


Bec 





13 


2 


3 


5 They wept and entreated Me: The only choice Israel has is to beg God for mercy. 


l 


OSEA 13:4 


= —— — 


0 “But I the Lord your God brought you 


up 
Out of the land of Egypt. 
I will yet again cause you to dwell in 
tents 
According to the days of the feast. 
For I will speak to the prophets, 
And I have multiplied visions, 
And by the authority of the prophets 
I was represented.” 


If Gilead does not exist, 

Then the leaders in Gilead were false 
when they sacrificed, 

And their altars were like mounds on 
a parched field. 


Jacob retreated into the plain of Syria, 

And Israel served for a wife 

And kept watch for a wife. 

The Lord brought Israel 

Out of the land of Egypt by a prophet, 

And by a prophet he was preserved. 

Ephraim was angry and excited; 

Therefore his blood shall be poured 
out upon him, | 

And the Lord shall repay him for his 
disgrace. 


=. Relentless Judgment on Israel -> 


According to the word of Ephraim, 
He received ordinances for himself 
in Israel 
And established them for Baal: then 
he died. 
So now they have sinned increasingly 
And have made for themselves 
A molten image with their silver, 
According to the fashion of idols, 
The work of craftsmen done for them. 
They say, “Sacrifice men, 
For the calves have come to an end.” 
Therefore they shall be as a morning 
cloud 
And as the early dew that passes 
away, 
Like chaff blown away from the 
threshing floor 
And as smoke out of the chimney. 


4 “But lam the Lord your God, 


Who makes the heaven firm and 
creates the earth, 

Whose hands have created the whole 
host of heaven, - 





HOSEA 13:5 


— _ = 


niles 





But I did not show them to you that 
you should seek after them. 
| brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, | 
And you shall know no God but Me; 
And there is no Savior besides Me. 
>» | tended you as a shepherd in the 
wilderness, 
In an uninhabited land. 
6 When they had their pastures, 
They were completely filled, 
And their hearts were exalted; 
Therefore, they forgot Me. 


=] 


“So I will be to them as a panther 
And as a leopard-by way of the 
Assyrians. 

5 Iwill meet them as an excited she-bear, 

And I will rend the hardness of their 
heart. 

The lions’ whelps of the thicket shall 
devour them there; 

The wild beasts of the field shall rend 
them in pieces. 





9 “QO Israel, who will help you in your 
destruction? | 
‘0 Where is this king of yours? | 
Let him save you in all your cities. | 
Let him- judge you, of whom you said, | 
‘Give me a king and a prince. 
n Thus I gave you a king in My anger 
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And will redeem them fro 
O Hades, where is your sting? 
Pity is hidden from My eyes + 


Forasmuch as he will cause — 
A division among his brethren, 


The Lord shall bring upon him — 


A hot wind from the desert, , 
And shall dry up his springs | 
And drain his fountains. 

He shall dry up his land- 


And spoil all his precious vessels, 


Samaria shall be utterly destroye 
For she has resisted her God: 
And they shall fall by the sword. 


Their infants shall be dashed against 


the ground | 


Where is your penalty, O de th 


And their pregnant women ripped up 


=~ Restoration of Israel = 


Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God 


For you became weak through your 


wrongdoings. 
Take with you words. 
And turn to the Lord your God. 
Speak to Him, i 


That you may not receive the reward 


of unrighteousness, ~ . 


But that you may receive good things 
We will render in return the fruit of 


And took him back in My wrath. our lips.t | 
| | + Assyria will not save us; ` 
12 “Ephraim is a conspiracy of We will not mount on horseback. 
__ unrighteousness; Let us no longer say to the works of 
His sin is hidden. our hands, 7 
l3 Pains as of a woman in travail shall =- “Our gods.” 


come upon him. 

He is your unwise son, 

For he shall not stand in the 
destruction of your children. 


l4 “T will deliver them out of the hand of 
Hades 


13:14 “Moreover the Lord liberated everyone, and redeemed them through the suffering of 


and the shedding of His blood, when His soul descended 
tion to His flesh; and He speaks of the death itself as well 


that reason | have died so that you may die through My death. 


devoured all with your throat” (Jerome), 


14:3 “Become rich in supplies of goods, promise to bring to Him the gifts of the lips, t 
songs and confession, For such things as these are the fruits of the tongue" (CyrAl). — | 

14:5 Israel's return to the Lord may be compared with the repentance of the prodigal son (Lk 1 
God responds generously to repentance. In the parable, the father sees the repentant child an 
meet him. In Israel's case, God also begins the healing as soo 


tance. If love unconditionally flows from God upon Israel, 
Hosea may be considered the spiritual forerunner of John 


beautiful definitions of God when he wrote, "God is love” (1Jn 4:8), 


He who is among you shall have 
mercy on the orphan. — 


5 “I will restore their dwellings.’ 


I will love them willingly, 
For he has turned away My wrat 
from them.t 


i 


the Evangelist, who gave one of the™ 


Ke 
into Hades, and He did not experience Hry 
as Hades: 'I will be your death; O Deal 


'I will be your sting, O Hades foe 

he thank-offer™ 
git ttt 
d runs © 


n as Israel shows the first signs oth ute 
it means that love is His foremost a st 
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lten pn 9rerunner, by the band of Father Gregory 
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The Baptism of Christ, by the hand of Father Luke Dingman 
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| will be as dew to Israel: 


= They shall return and dwell under his 










e shall bloom as the lily 
nd cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, 

and he shall be as a fruitful olive tree, 
And his fragrance shall be as the smell- 
of Lebanon. 


shadow; 
They shall live and be satisfied with 


corn, 

And he shall flower as a vine; 

His memorial shall be as the wine of 
Lebanon. 






HOSEA 14:10 


“To Ephraim: What has he to do any 
more with idols? 
I have humbled him 
And I will strengthen him. 
lam as a leafy juniper trée. 
From Me your fruit is found.” 





Who is wise and will understand these 
things? 

Or prudent and will know them? 

For the ways of the Lord are straight, 

And the righteous shall walk in them; 

But the ungodly shall become weak in 
them. 
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c Au thor- Amos, which means “burdened” or “bearer.” He is commemor 


on June 15. 


¢Da te—About 754 BC, “two, years before the earthquake” (1:1, 2), which was 
so severe that Zechariah wrote about it 200 years later; scis 5“ 


May 









jor Theme— God's ivrath is to be feared: “A lion shall roar, and who will | 
not fear?” (3:8). Crimes committed against the Jews by their neighboring | 
nations will be the first to be punished. Then God’s wrath will turn to the 
kingdom of Israel lor their sins of oppression of the poor (2:6), incest (2:7), 
indulgence (3:15), gluttony and drunkenness (4:1). The other theme is the — 
promise of Israel’s restoration if they repent, or of foreign captivity if they 
not repent. | : 
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= E | 
base mg 
UU 





| 


| 
| 





pas round — Amos was born in the small rural village of Tekoa, twelve 
= miles south of Jerusalem. He was a goatherd and a tender of sycamore, a | 
contemporary of Hosea. Amos may have known Jonah and Elisha when he | 
was young, and Isaiah and Micah when he was older. He prophesied to the | 
Southern Kingdom (Judah) from 795-754 BC. His prophecies were the first | 
to be written down, perhaps because he was the first prophet to proclaim the 
end of God’s covenant with Israel for their stubborn unrepentance. The — 
prophecies occurred approximately 30 years before the Assyrians captured 
Samaria in 721 BC, during the time when the two kingdoms were divided: 
Josephus wrote that a great earthquake took place (1:1) when Uzziah was | 
struck with leprosy. The Israelites had amassed great wealth because of thêl! | 
control over the trade routes, which had created an aristocratic class. Amos 
was sent to Bethel to warn the king and the people of the Northern p 
Kingdom to repent. The priests, who were tired of his prophecies, clubbet A 
Amos to death. | 
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21. Superscription (1:1) V. Prophecy Regarding Exile (5:186 4) 
| VI.Visions of Divine Justice (7:19:10) , 
II. Judgments on the Nations (1:3—2;16) VII, The Restoration of Israel (9:11-15) 

IV. Prophecies against Israel (3:15:17) q 
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ae Judgment of the Nations .-. 
4 The words of Amos, who was among 
| the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw 
oncerning Jerusalem in the days of 


uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of | 


Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, 
wo years before the earthquake.t 

2And he said, “The Lord proclaims out of 
Zion, and out of Jerusalem He gives a 


shout. The pastures of the shepherds | 


mourn, and the top of Carmel is dried up.” 

‘Thus says the Lord: “For three sins of 
Damascus and for four, I shall not turn 
away from it; for they sawed open the preg- 
nant wives of the men of Gilead with a saw 
made of iron.t 4So I shall send fire into the 
house of Hazael, and it will consume the 
foundations of the son ef Hadad: 5And 1 
shall shatter the bars of the 
cus into’ pieces. I will put to. death ‘these 
dwelling in the plains of Aven, and | wil} cut 


lable people of Syria will be led away cap- 
live,” Says the Lord. 


‘Thus says the Lord: “For three sins of | 


Gaza and for four, I shail not turn away its 
punishment, for they took prisoner the 
whole captivity of Solomon and held them 
as slaves in Edom. 7And I shall send a fire 
‘bon the wall of Gaza, and it will consume 
‘$ foundations. 81 shall put to death those 
Welling in Ashdod and remove the people 
” Ekron, and the remnant of the Philis- 
lines shall perish,” says the Lord. 

Tra US says the Lord: “For three sins of 
"te and for four, I shall not turn away its 
Punishment, for they imprisoned the cap- 


Wty of Solomon to Edom, and did not re- 


a 


nember the covenant of brotherhood. 
iw! Shall send a fire upon the wall of 

4Nd it will consume its foundations.” 
Edon "S SAYS the Lord: “For three sins of 
m and for four, I shall not turn away its 


rashment, because Edom pursued his 
Wome With a sword and ravaged the 


“mb on the earth, And as a testimony he 
11 






F 





gate of Damas- | 





— 


nde TOS Preached repentance during a time of spiritual drought that 





sO, 


took captive those shuddering in fear, and 
he sustained his violence in battle. !2There- 
fore I shall send a fire upon Teman that will 
consume the foundations of its walls.” 

“Thus says the Lord: “For three acts of 
ungodliness by the sons of Ammon and for 
four, I shall not turn away its punishment, 
for they ripped open women with child in 
Gilead so as to expand their territory. 
'4Therefore, I shall kindle a fire in the wall 
of Rabbah. It shall consume her founda- 
tions with shouting in the day of war, and 
she shall be shaken in the days of her de- 
struction. Their kings shall go into captiv- 
ity, their priests and their princes together,” 
says the Lord. 


J 





Se 


Thus says the Lord: “For three sins of 
Moab and for four, I shall not turn 


| away its punishment, for he burned the 


uWwel \ Š | bones of the king of Edom to ashes. 
in pieces the people of Charran: The no- | 


“Therefore I shall send a fire against Moab, 
anc it will consume the foundations of their 
cities, and in helplessness Moab shall die 
with shouting and with the sound of a 
trumpet. And I shall put to death the judge 
from her midst and slay all her princes with 
him,” says the Lord. | 


w Judgment against Israel and Judah -= 
‘Thus says the Lord: “For three sins of 
the sons of Judah and for four, I shall not 
turn away its punishment, for they rejected 
the law of the Lord and did not keep His or- 
dinances. And the vain idols made by their 
fathers led them astray. These were lies 


their fathers followed. 5So1 shall send a fire 


upon Judah, and it shall devour the founda- 
tions of Jerusalem.” 

Thus says the Lord: “For three sins of Is- 
rael and for four, I shall not turn away its 
punishment, for they sold the righteous for 
Silver and the poor for a pair of sandals + 
They trample the heads of the poor into 
the dust of the earth, and turn away the af- 
flicted and pervert the way of the humble. 


preceded judgment 





(Lk 3:1, 2); 


Siri i Christ's Advent was an earthquake that shook the world (Mt 28:2), and the coming of the Holy 


13. Mdgment by fire (wv, 4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2:2, 5), 





Me en 
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On as i 48; Jos 1:12-18 and note), as showing forth the witness of the faithful; and the saw made of 















AMOS 2:8 | | | J90 


A son and his father go in to the same | two 
handmaiden in order to profane the name 
of their God. 8And having bound their 
clothes with cords; they made curtains by 
the altar. and they drank wine gained 
through false accusations in the house of 
their God. 
%Yet it was I who destroyed the Amorite 
before them, whose height was like the 
height of the cedars and who was as strong | 
as an oak tree. It was I ;who dried up his 
fruit from above and his roots beneath the 
ground. !°And itawas I who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt and led you forty 
years through ithe wilderness, that you 
would inherit the land of the Amorite.; HI 
took some of your sons as prophets and 
some. of your young men te be consecrated. 
Is this not so, O vou children. of Israel?” 
says the, Lord. “But you gave the conse- 
crated ones wine to drink and commanded 
the prophets, saying, ‘Do noi prophesy! 
i3Behold, for this reason, {weigh you down, 
just as a wagon being filled with sheaves is 
weighed down. Therefore, escape will be 
totally lost to the swift, and the strong will 
certainly lose his strength, and the warrior 
will in no way be able to save his life. The 
archer will not stand his ground, and the 
swift foot will not escape danger, and 
the horseman will be completely unable to 
save his life..!6The strong will find no con- 
fidence in their strength; the naked will flee 
away in that day,” says the Lord. 





Will a lion’s whelp cry out from his deny 
he has nothing?! Will a bird fall to {py 
earth without a fowler? Will a snare i 
sprung if it has caught nothing? ®[f a trum 
pet is sounded in a city, will not the peop), 
be alarmed? If evil should be in a city, hg 
not the Lord brought it?t 7For.the Lord Goi 
does nothing unless He reveals instruction 
to His servants the prophets. ŝA lion shal 


speaks, and who will not prophesy? _ 
%Proclaim it in the regions among the 
Assyrians and to the lands of Egypt, and 
say, ‘Gather yourself to the mountains of 
Samaria, and behold the many remarkable 
things in her midst and the oppression that 
ig within her. She‘ does not know the 





Lord, ‘she stores up injustice and misery i 
her lands.’ ” 1! Therefore thus says the Lor 
God: “O Tyre, your land round about yo 
shall be made desolate, and your strengt 


ee 


lands shall be plundered.” !2Thus says tht 
or a piece of an ear out of the mouth of! 


who dwell in Samaria in the presence old 
foreign people, and in Damascus. _ "7 
\3Hear, O priests, and testify against ™ 


‘house of Jacob,” says. the Lord God Al 


=, The Lord’s Case against Israel > 


© house of Israel, hear this word the 

Lord has spoken against you, against 
the whole family which | brought up from 
the land of Egypt, saying,' 2“Out of all the 
families of the earth, I have especially 
known you. Therefore I shall exact 
vengeance upon you for all your sins. “If 


against Israel for their sins, I shall also 
destruction on the altars of Bethel and te 
down the horns of the altar, and they and 
fall to the ground. 151 will demolish ©, 
knock down the turreted house UDOT 
summer house, and I shall destroy the 
houses along with many other hous 
well,” says the Lord. i he 








3:1 The Lord accused the Israelites more severely “and showed that they deserved greater punishment 
because they sinned after receiving the honors that he had bestowed on them" (JohnChr): Poel 
3:4 As a lion will not roar in a forest that has no prey, so the passions will not attack the believer WÙ 
brings “every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ" (2Co 10:5). ? 
3:6 John Chrysostom writes on the question of whether God is the author of evil: “Now evil is a bak 
faceted thing. ... There is evil, which is really evil: fornication, adultery, covetousness, and the ©° ih 
dreadful things, which are worthy of the utmost reproach and punishment. Again there is evil, W= 
rather is not evil but is called so: famine, pestilence, death, disease, and other of a similar nature: ° “Jot” 
These were evils intended to become the sources of good to us, chastening our pride, goading ™ 
and leading us on to zeal, making us more attentive.” I | Hite oF 1OMea Se 
3:12 “If there are but two legs or a piece of an ear, leap back from him who has wounded you: m 
nes ae salvation. ... The Lord does not wish the death of the sinner, but that he return an al zl 
ive” (BasilG). vila | | aT oe ateni ; 


people walk together, will each one ne ; 
come to know the other? “Will a lion rog. 
from his lair in the forest if he has no pras | 


roar, and who will not fear? The Lord God | 


things that will come against her,’ says the | 


shall be sapped from. you, and you | 
Lord: “As when a shepherd takes two Ie | 


lion, so shall the sons of Israel be taken o 


mighty, /4“for in the day I exact vengeat ) 





so — — s - = 
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an Israels Boundless Sinis sword, together with your captured horses. 
Hear this word, O heifers of Bashan | And in My wrath I brought fire upon your 
who are on the mountain of Samaria, | army camps. Yet you did not return to Me,” 
who oppress the poor, who trample the | says the Lord.t “I overthrew you as God 
needy, and who say to their lords, “Bring us | overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and you 
wine that we may drink!” The Lord swears | became like a torch that burns out after be- 
by His holiness: “Behold, the days shall | ing plucked out of the fire. Yet even after all 
come upon you, for they will seize you with | this you did not return to Me,” says the 
weapons and cast you and those with you | Lord. 
into boiling cauldrons. *You shall be} ‘'2“Therefore, O Israel, thus shall I do to 
brought out naked before one another and | you, and because I will do thus to you, 
be cast out on Mount Hermon,” says the | make yourself ready to call upon your God, 
Lord God. O Israel! !3For behold, I am the One who 
“You come to Bethel and act lawlessly | strengthens the thunder, and creates the 
and multiply your transgressions in Gilgal. | wind, and proclaims His Anointed One to 
You bring your sacrifice in the morning | mankind, making the daybreak and the 
and your tithes every three days. "More- | darkness, while treading upon the high 
over, outside they read things of the Law | places of the earth. The Lord God Almighty 
and call for professions. Proclaim that the | is His name!”t 
hj Inve those thinge” | 
children of Israel love these things,” says | a ALL enna tion for derdelnas 


the Lord God. ®“And in aii your cities T gave | 
you cleanness of tecth, and in all your | k O house of Israel, hear this word of the 
places a lack of bread. Yet you did not re- Lord, a lamentation which I take up 
turn to Me” says the Lord. 7“And also, | against you. 2The virgin of Israel has fallen; 
withheld rain from you for the three | she will rise no more; she tripped over her 
months before the harvest. | caused it to | land, and there is no one who shall raise 
rain upon one city while I withheld rain | her up.* ) 
from another. On one field it rained, but | *For thus says the Lord God: “From the 
where it did not rain, the crops withered.t | city where a thousand went out, in this 
‘So two or three cities wandered to another | group there will yet remain a hundred. And 
city to drink water, but they were not satis- | in that from which a hundred went out, ten 
will be left to the house of Israel.” 


lied. Yet,” says the Lord, “you did not return 
es -- A Call to Repentance = 


™. The Lord Smites Israel for Her Sin 7 4For thus says the Lord to the house of Is- 
“I struck you with a parching and blight. | rael: “Seek Me, and you will live. “But do 
When you multiplied your gardens, your | not seek Bethel, nor go into Gilgal, nor 
Vineyards, your fig trees, and your olive | cross over to the Well of Oath, for Gilgal 
trees, the caterpillar devoured them. Yet shall surely go into captivity, and Bethel 
You did not turn back to Me.” says the Lord. | shall come to nothing, Seek the Lord and 
“I sent forth death against you by way of | live, lest He break out like fire in the house 
€ypt, and I killed your young men with a | of Joseph and. devour it, with no one to 


4:7 "We Ought to strive with great care that we may not be that city upon which the rain of the Word 


of God ej tle ly late and rarely. Without any doubt, if the dew or 
ther does not come at all, or, at least, only la y: ! ; : 

rà Š # a i i a m - z i | 

! N of the Word of God is provided too late, the fruits of souls will be the same as earthly fruits which 


2 NOt receive rain” (Caes). 
‘10-12 “in aera $i r of heart and with their frequent habit of sinning, they are beyond the pur- 
dation of this very brief age and the punishment of the present life" (JohnCas). | 
13 As both God and Man, Christ, the Anointed One, holds the thunder of His divinity within His hu- 
NaNnity, His very breath Wasicraated vin the’midst of the earth” (Ps 73:12; see Zec 12:1) when He was 
: “ceived by the uncreated Spirit in the womb of the Virgin. hy eae: 
i God can do all things, but the virgin who has fallen will not be raised up... . Such are evil virgins 
the flesh, not in the spirit: foolish virgins, who, having no oil, are shut out by the Bridegroom” 
j, ome -Israel is a UFI virgin” not because she is chaste, but because she has never experienced the 
W 4 Marriage; therefore she will be struck down without leaving a legacy. It will be as though she 
Ver existed. | iia ey iat = | 





— 





AMOS 5:7 





extinguish the fire for the house of Israel." 
(The Lord is He who brings about justice 
on high and righteousness on the earth! 

8“He makes all things. He transforms the 
darkness into the morning and makes the 
day dark as night; He calls forth the waters 


of the sea and pours them out on the face of | 


the earth. The Lord God Almighty is His 
name.t °He rains ruin upon the strong and 
brings misery upon the fortress. 

10“They hated him who reproved in the 
gates and abhorred the upright word.t 
llThey tread upon the poor and take bribes 
from him. They built houses of hewn stone, 
yet they shall not dwell in them. They 
planted pleasant vineyards, but they shall 
not drink wine from them. For I know 
your many transgressions and the enor- 
mity of your sins, devouring the righteous 
and taking bribes, turning away the noor 
at the gate. “Because of this, the prudent 
keep silent in this time, for it .is an evil 


IOOO 














=OS 


cause I shall pass through the midst of 
you,” says the Lord. 

i8Woe to you who desire the day of the 
Lord! What is the day of the Lord to yoy? j 
will be darkness and not light. It will be ag 
though a man fled from a lion, and a bear 
met him! As though he rushed into the 
house, leaned his hand on the wall, and a 
serpent bit him! 2°Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness and not light? Is it not a deep 


darkness, with no brightness in it? 


21“T hate, I reject your feast days. I do not 
savor your sacred assemblies.t “Though 
you offer Me burnt offerings and meat of- 
ferings, I will not accept them. I will not re- 
gard your fattened peace offerings. Take 


| away from Me the sound of your songs, for 


[ will not hear your musical instruments. 
24Instead, let justice run swiftly as does wa- 
ter from the mountain, and let righteous- 


| ness be as a stream that cannot be crossed. 


25*Q) house of Israel, did you offer Me 


time. }4Seek good and not evil so that you | sacrifices and offerings those forty years in 


may live, so that the Lord God Almighty 
will be with you. As you have Said,* “We 
hated evil and loved good.’ And restore jus- 
tice in the gate that the Lord God Almighty 
may have mercy on the remnant of 
Joseph.” | 

l6Therefore the Lord God Almighty says, 
“There shall be wailing in all the Streets, 
and it shall be said in all the highways, 
‘Woe! Woe!’ The farmer shall be called to 
mourning and lamentation, as will those 
skilled in wailing and complaining. "There 


< 


the wilderness? 26You have carried the tab- 
ernacle of Moloch and the star of your god 
Raiphan, which you made for yourselves. 
27Therefore I shall exile you beyond Da- 
mascus,” says the Lord—the Almighty God 
is His name.t 


w Woe to the Complacent => 


Woe to those who feel secure in Zion 
and who trust in Mount Samaria. They 
have gathered the notable heads of the 
nations who go there.t 2O house of Israel, 


shall be lamentation in all your streets be- | all of you, go and see. Go to Hamath the 


5:6 House of Joseph refers to Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (Gn 46:20) and their descen- 
dants, who were the main tribes of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. By extension, it refers to all of Is- 


rael. 


5:7 Justice and righteousness are perfectly fulfilled in Christ. 
5:8-20 The Sun of Righteousness rises in the morning and transforms (v. 8) the repentant soul from 
death into life. But on the day of the Lord, those who flee God will be plunged into the very darkness 


(v. 20) that they love so much (see Jn 3:19-21). 


5:10 Christ, the upright word Incarnate, was hated for publicly rebuking the scribes and Pharisees in 
the gates (Mt 21:45, 46; Lk 11:45—12:1; 13:14-17; Jn 7:7; 8:20; see also Pr 9:8). 

5:14, 15 “For when a man rules his own self—and that counts for more than to govern others—N's 
heart is in the hand of God, and God turns it where He wills. If He turns it to the good, perfect 99°" 
ness is His. And so let us be in the hand of God that we may seek the good , . . that you may live, à 


so the Lord God Almighty will be with you” (AmbM). 
5:21-27 Those who adhere to the “propriety” of religious practice, but whose hearts are rebellio 
be judged harshly; while those who may not follow the “proper” rules, but who love God as far a 


are able, will be accepted by Him. 


5:27 Beyond Damascus points to Assyria as the nation that will conquer and exile Israel, bringing 


they 


about 


the Lord's judgment. This prophecy was fulfilled in 722 ac (4Kg 17:5, 6). salt 
6:1-6 Basil the Great, quoting this passage, comments that it is shameful when we spend our time! 
ning about “searching for anything not demanded by real necessity but calculated to provide a 


wretched delight and ruinous vainglory.” 


| ower?” 14“But, behold! I- shall raise up a 


€ Suddenly we are somet 


| diligently endeavor to remove the bones of 





| | lOO] ‘ AMOS 7:15 
great, and then go down to Gath of the m. Powerful Acts of Judgment 
Philistines, the most powerful of all those Thus the Lord showed me: Behold, He 
kingdoms. See if their territory is greater formed locust swarms at dawn; and 
than your bas RG “You who are ap- | behold, one locust, Gog, was the king. 2And 
proaching e evi ay, who draw near so it was, when they had finished eating the 
and hold false sabbaths. 4You who lie on | grass of the land, I said, “O Lord, Lord, be 
beds of ivory, who stretch out on your | merciful! Who will raise up Jacob? For he is 
couches and eat kids from the flock and | small!t 3Repent, O Lord, concerning this.” 
suckling calves from the midst of the | And the Lord said, “It shall not be? 
herds, “who applaud the sound of stringed | 4Thus the Lord showed me: Behold, the 
instruments, considering them as if perma- | Lord called for judgment by fire, and it en- 
nent and not fleeting, "who drink filtered gulfed the great deep and devoured the 
wine and anoint yourselves with the best | Lord’s portion. 5Then I said, “Lord, Lord, 
ointments, and have suffered nothing | cease, who will raise Jacob? For he is small! 
because of the affliction of Joseph. | 6Relent, Lord, concerning this.” “This also 
Therefore, now they shall be taken cap- | shall not be.” said the Lord. 
tive first, and the neighing of horses willbe | . Thus He showed me: Behold, a man 
cut off from Ephraim. ‘Hor the Lord: has | stood on a wall made of adamant, with 
sworn by Himself, saying. “i abhor all the | adamant in his hand.t And the Lord said 
pride of Jacob, and [| hate his lands. | to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, 
Therefore I shall destroy the city and all its “Adamant.” Then the Lord said, “Behold, | 
inhabitants.” am placing adamant in the midst of My 

‘Then it shall come to pass that if ten | people Israel. I shall not pass by them any- 
men remain in one house, they will die. | more. 9The joyful altars will be abolished, 
“But a remnant will remain, and they will | and the sacrifices of Israel will be laid 
waste. I shall rise up against the house of 
their relations from the house; and one will | Jeroboam with the sword.” 
say to those standing before the house, | 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent 
‘Are there any more with you?” Then some- | to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos 
one will say, “None.” And he will say, “Hold | conspired against you in the midst of the 
your tongue! For we dare not mention the | house of Israel. The land is not able to bear 
lame of the Lord.” all his words. '!For thus Amos has said: 

For behold, the Lord commands, and ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel 
He shall break the great house into bits and | will surely be led away captive from their 
the little house into pieces. !2Will horses | own land’ ” Then Amaziah said to Amos, 
un on rocks? Do they keep silent among “Go, you seer! Flee to the land of Judah. 
mares? Yet you turned justice into anger | Live out your life there and prophesy there. 
and the fruit of righteousness into bitter- | '’But no longer prophesy at Bethel, for it Is 
Ness 13vou who rejoice vainly, who say, | the king’s sanctuary, his royal residence. 
‘Have we z I EET horns by our own liThen Amos answered and said to 

| | Amaziah, “I was no prophet nor the son of 
a prophet. I was but a sheepbreeder and a 
tender of sycamore fruit.t Then the Lord 
took me from the sheep, and the Lord said 


vation against you, O house of Israel, and 
Hay will afflict you from the entrance of 
“Math to the river of the west.” 








eclared that Christ was innocent, submitted to the 


6:12 J F i ei j | 
Ustice . having d 
stice was overturned when Pilate, 3 (Lk 23:13-25). Chrysostom remarks further that bit- 


“ed of the Jews and allowed Him to be crucified 

. “$$ Was hell's response when Christ entered. | 7 

: Ike all true prophets, Amos grieves and intercedes on behalf of his people. || cdas 

" Adamant is a stone of unbreakable substance: Ephraim the Syrian writes that this stone is Christ, 

Warr Ne midst of the people. “The leaders of the people were gathered together against piim and 

wp ted is downfall because His teaching did not please them, But He said, ‘It will crush and estroy 

X. Mever it falls upon’ (Mt 21:44), because He had resisted idolatry, among other things: al 

(m, 15 Gregory the Great writes on the work of grace in the life of the humble: “What a skilled 

yorker his Spirit É Be is no question of delay in learning what the Spirit teaches us. No sooner does 

het touch our minds in regard to anything than we are ta on Suddenly we ae no longer what 
Pirit REA oment, filling it with light. Sud no lor 

Hie Wer changes the human sate A ANE licaditaibe ! 
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to me, ‘Go; prophesy to My people Israel.’ 
i6Now therefore, hear the word of the Lord: 


‘You say, Do not prophesy to Israel, and do- 


not stir up the house of Jacob.’ \7Therefore 
thus says the Lord: ‘Your wife shall be a 
prostitute in the city, and your sons and 
daughters shall fall by the sword. Your land 
shall be divided by a survey line, and you 
shall die inca defiled land. Israel shall 
surely be led away captive from his own 
land: ” 
~. The Bird-Catcher’s Basket = 
Thus the Lord showed me: Behold, a 
)_bird-catcher’s. basket. ~And He sald, 
“Amos, what do you see?” S0 | said. “A bird- 
catcher’s basket.” Then Me Lord saig to me, 
“The end has come vpon My people israel, l 
shall not pass by-thea, anymore, 2 ATE 
recessed ceilings oi :he temple shall wail in 
that day.” says the Lord, “for many are fallen 
in every place; | will bring silence upon it.” 
4Therefore, hear this, you who oppress 
the poor in the morning and use tyranny to 
drive the needy from the land, ®saying, 
“When does the month end so we can 
barter? and the Sabbath end so we can 
open the storehouses? So we can falsify the 
balancing scales to our favor, and thereby 
receive greater profits by deceit; °when the 
poor man can be acquired for silver and the 
downcast for sandals; when we can trade 
in any kind of product?” 7The Lord swears 
against the arrogance of Jacob; He will not 
forget any of your works. ®Will not the land 
be disturbed by these things, and will not 
everyone dwelling in it mourn? Even as a 
flooding river comes to an end, so too the 
flood waters of the river of Egypt return to 
their banks.t 
And it will come to pass in that day,” 
says the Lord God, “the sun will set at noon, 
and the light of day will grow dark over the 
land. And I shall turn your feasts into 
mourning and all your songs into lamenta- 
tion. I shall place sackcloth on every waist 


8:8-10 The day of Christ's Crucifixion was 


I002 














and make every head bald. They shall be as 
one mourning a beloved one, and those 
with them as a day of grief.” 


=~ A Famine for Lack of the Word. 
of the Lord -= 

11“Behold, the days will come,” says the 
Lord, “that I shall send a famine across the 
land: not.a famine of bread nor a thirst for 
water, but famine to hear the words of the 
Lord.t The waters will be unsettled as far 
as the sea. And from the north to the east 


men will scurry about seeking to find the 


word of the Lord, but they will not find it. 
And in that day the fair virgins and the 
strong young men will faint from want of 
water. 4Those who swear by the sin-offering 


| of Samaria, and who say, ‘© Dan, your god 


i the | lives: O Beersheba, your god lives! They 


shall fall and never rise again.” 


= A Vision of the Altar -=> 

I saw the Lord standing by the altar, 

and He said, “Strike the mercy seat, 
and the gateway of the temple shall be 
shaken. And cut through to the heads of all 
of them, and I will slay the remnant of them 
with the sword. He who flees shall not get 
away, and he who escapes from them shall 
not be-delivered.t 2Though they may 
attempt to bury themselves in Hades, from 
there My hand shall drag them out, and 
though they climb up to heaven, from there 
I shall bring them down. ?Though they hide 
themselves on top of Carmel, from there 
shall search and take them. Though they 
hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea: 
from there I shall command the serpent, 


and it will bite them. 4And though they 8° 


into captivity before their enemies, 0" 
there I shall command the sword, and It 
will slay them. And I shall set My eye on 
them for evil and not for good.” 
“The Lord, the Lord God Almighty, is He 
who takes hold of the land and causes it tO 
shake, and all who dwell there shall mou! 





indeed a day of mourning (v. 10). The earth quaked 


darkened at midday (Mk 15:33). In a more immediate sense, this ir 
d in Palestine 


(Mt 27:50-53), and the sun was 
e been fulfilled on June 15, 763 ac, when a total solar eclipse occurre 
uput to death the bread of life, a hunger 


prophecy may also hav 

8:11 Basil the Great writes that when the people 
bread came upon them." 

9:1-15 This prophecy !s fulfilled in Christ and His 


humanity under the Old Covenant; destroyed demon 
nctified creation in the river (v. 5 
Church on the earth (Acts 1:8, 9; 2:1-11). He restore 
12); and planted His Church among t 


into Hades (v. 2); sa 
and established His 
brought in the nations (v. 
Eucharist. 


Church. In the Incarnation, He shook the gate’ ; 
ic powers with the sword of the Spirit; escen 6); 
) of baptism; made his ascent to the heaven N. 9” 


for the 


vay of 
way 4 


d the faithful remnant (v. 1 R 


hem. Drink wine (v. 14) foreshagom™ 
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| ør its destruction shall come up as the 
| qood of a river and shall then return to its 


—— — m 


panks as the River of Egypt. 6He who 
puilds his ascent to the heaven and estab- 
shes His promise on the earth, who calls 


the water of the sea, and pours it out on the 


face of the earth—the Lord God Almighty 


| iş His name. ’“O sons of Israel, are you not 
| as the sons of the Ethiopian to Me?” says 
| theLord. “Did I not bring Israel up from the 
| and of Egypt, the Philistines from Caphtor, 
| andthe Syrians out of Kir? 


“Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on 
the kingdom of sinners, and I shall destroy 


| itfrom the face of the earth. Yet I shall not 
| utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” says 
the Lord. ““For I commanded, and I will 
| winnow the house of Israel among all the 


| %11 At Nativity services in the Church we 


| de, for He 
H 


nations, as grain is sifted in a sieve; yet not 
a grain will fall upon the ground. |All the 


| sinners of My people who say, ‘No evil will 
| draw near, neither will it overcome us, 
shall die by the sword. 








TAMOS SAS 


=. Restoration after Judgment Is Past => 
U“In that day I shall raise up the fallen 
tabernacle of David, and I shall rebuild its 
ruins and repair its damages and rebuild it 
as in the days of old,t !2that the remnant of 


-men and all the nations upon whom My 


name is called will seek Me,” says the Lord, 
who does this thing.t !3“Behold, the days 
are coming,” says the Lord, “when the 


| threshing will overtake the harvest, and 
¿grapes will ripen at the time the seed is 
sown, and the mountains will drip sweet- 


ness, and all the hills shall share in it. 14I 
Shall bring back the captives of My people 


| Israel, and they will rebuild the ruined 
cities and inhabit them. They will plant 


vineyards and drink wine from them. They 
also will make gardens and eat fruit from 
them. I shall plant them on their land; no 
longer will they be uprooted from the land 


which I, have given them,” says the Lord 
God Almighty. 





sing this hymn to the Mother of God, who is typified by the 


| tabernacle: “Fulfilled is the prophecy of him that cried aloud, saying, ‘I will raise up the tabernacle of 
} holy David that is fallen. 2 You, O Undefiled, did prefigure His words, through whom the dust of man 

| has been wholly refashioned into a body for God.” Chrysostom writes on the fallen tabernacle of our 
human nature, “For it was not possible to raise it up otherwise, unless He who fashioned it in the be- 


| ginning stretched out a hand to it and formed it again from above by the regeneration of water and 


the Spirit. Behold the awesome and ineffable character of the mystery. He dwells always in this taberna- 


put on our flesh, not to put it off again but to have it always with Him. If this were not so, 
€ would not have deemed it worthy of His royal throne.” 


| 912 This verse points to the Gentile believers, who had been dead in their sins, but now, through the 





apostles” universal preaching, are called by His name (see Acts 2; 11:26; 15:13-19). 
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| 
| Maj Or Theme- Gods destruction > evildoers fy His goodness fo the faithful In 
the midst of.a very- dark | time, Micah’ delivers the messianic prophecies of a 
hope and deliverance for the:faithful remnant: He foretells the New woa : 





Covenant, the Incarnation, Christ’s birth at Bethlehem, Christ's sufferings, the | 
Church and its per secutions, the. conversion of Gentiles, and, T time of peace. 


Back¢ LOVOU nd~The prophet Micah prophesied during ; atime of spiritual and 
=, -moral decadence in the midst of great affluence throughout the Northern —- | 
and Southern Kingdoms. He witnessed the adoption | of the idolatry, of the ° f 
Canaanites by Samaria and Judah, Micah was. the son of. Joram, from the | 
| 
| 





< 


tribe ‘of Ephraim. He prophesied: to both kingdoms. Micah was known as the 
prophet of the poor and the herald prophet, His contemporaries: were Isaiah, 


‘ h seit 





“Amos; and Hosea. in RELY a ns? Bi FA seal VEU NaS ew Ox oes tea re a ae 
ZONES GTS nanii Som ys TiO J LOT SOMES TS! a be fi | 
Outline : a a S! E} AR | JN Ano Ti asman ne y | 
I, God's Judgment against Israel and Judah sf PEAN Gods Judgment a Israel’s Ungratefulness | 
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IOO5 __ MICAH 2:1 


The word of the Lord came to Micah of | and mourn as the daughters of Sirens. For 
Moresheth in the days of Jotham, and | her calamity overwhelms her, for it has 
ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, con- | come to Judah, as far as to the gate of My 
cerning what he saw as it relates to | people—to Jerusalem. '’Those of Gath, do 
Samaria and Jerusalem.t Jo | not exalt yourselves, and those of the house 
of Aphrah, do not rebuild your’house from 
laughter; sprinkle dust on your laughter.t 
UThe one living in Shaphir, dwelling com- 
fortably in her cities, did not come to mourn 
her neighbor; she will receive a calamity of 
grief from you. i is 
2Who has begun to do good for her who 
dwells in distress? For evils have come down 
from the Lord upon the gates of Jerusalem, 
l3even the sound of a chariot and horseman. 
cs inti tye. PSS SPIE red Pe Those dwelling in Lachish—she was the be- 
sn a steep incline} Allo! tnis is for the | ginning of sin tothe daughter of Zion -for 
house of Israel. What is the transgression of | 1 VOU were found the transgressions of Is- 
Jacob? Is it not Samaria? And what is the sin | 14el “Because of this He will cause men to 
of the house of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem? | D& Sent forth, as far asthe inheritance of 
“J will make Samaria become as a shed | Gath. vain houses, for they have become 
in the field and a vineyard for planting, and | Vanity to the kings of Israel,. until they 
| will tear down her stones in confusion | bring the heirs to you, O inhabitants_ of 
and expose her foundations.t 7And’ they Lachish; the inheritance shall come as far as 
shall cut all of her carved images into Adullam, even the glory of the daughter of 
pieces and burn down all her houses of | Israel- !®Shaye your hair and make your 
prostitution with fire. And I shall utterly de- | head bald as an eagle for the sake of your 
stroy all her idols, for she gathers from the | precious. children; increase, your widow- 
brice of prostitution and has accumulated | hood, for they have been taken captive.. 
trom the price of a harlot.”t | | Hale Sins of Judan veut 


A Lamentation > nips They devised wickedness and were 
‘On account of this she will wail and scheming evil on their beds, and at day- 
ament. She will walk barefoot and naked, | break they put their plan into action, for 
ĉating her breast in mourning.asia serpent; | they did not lift up their hands to God.t 





«~ Judgment against Israel and Judah => 

2Hear these words, O people! Give heed, O | 
earth, and all that is in it. For the Lord God 
shall be among you for a’ witness. against 
you, the Lord from. His holy house. 3For be- 
hold, the Lord is coming out of His place. He 
will come down and. tread upon the high 
places of the earth. *The mountains. will 
shake under Him, and the valleys will melt 
like wax before the fire, like water pouring 


a —— > 





ag. Give heed, O earth: Micah’s oracle announces judgment not only fora specific place and time, 

‘| Or all time and for all people. The physical cities of Samaria and Jerusalem, with their rebel- 

ree and sinful inhabitants, are icons of mankind. Some, like those in Jerusalem, practice “right | 
gion" in God's house, but with sinful hearts. Others, like those in Samaria, have forgotten how © 

~ Worship God and have turned to idols (v. 7) of their own:making. Though God’s immediate 

wile on Samaria and Jerusalem is destruction, His universal judgment is Christ Himself, who 

_ me down (v. 3) in the Incarnation and destroy sin, death, and the devil (see Is 31:4). 


16 9 Ass M i 
Mop A -amaritans were among the first to repent and receive the gospel (Jn 4:1-42). Therefore, this- 
lathe € city embodies all the sins of the people. The images used in worship at Samaria, the wealth 

1: red in her sanctuaries, are referred to contemptuously as the price of a harlot. | , Aru 
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MICAH 2:2. | 1006 | 


2They coveted fields and plundered or- | ing the remnant of Israel. . 
phans; they oppressed families and plun- | cause their return as sheep in trouble, as a 
dered a man and his house, a man and his | flock in the midst of their fold. From the 
inheritance. 3Therefore thus says the Lord: | breach made before them, they will rush 
“Behold. I am devising evils against this | out from among their captors. They will 
tribe from which you shall not lift up your | break through the gate of captivity, and 
neck, nor will you suddenly walk upright, | their king comes out before their presence. 
for this isa time of evil.t 4In that day a para- | And the Lord shall lead them.” 
ble shall be taken up against you, and a 
dirge will be wailed, saying, ‘In misery we | <= Rulers and False Prophets Judged .= 
have suffered hardship. The portion of my He will say, “Hear these things, 0 
people has been measured out with a mea- heads of the house of Jacob, and you 
suring line, and there was no one who was | remnant of Israel. Is it not for you to know 
able to stop Him. Our fields have been | jydgment?t 2you who hate good and love 
divided among them.’ ‘Therefore, there | eyil; you who seize their skins in order 
will be no one to put out a measuring tine | flay them and cut their flesh off their 
for a lot for you in the assembly of the | pones?t 3who devoured the flesh of my 
Lord. | : peopie by removing their skin, breaking 
*“Do not shed tears, nor even weep over | their bones, and dividing them as merely 
these things; for He will not dismiss itè | flesh for the cauldron and as meat for the 
reproaches “who says, ‘The house of Jacob | pot” - 
has provoked the Spirit of the Lord: are | c Thus they Will ery out to the Lord but 
good with ia me ea Prat ats pam He will not hear them. Instead, He will tum 
| ANG ; His face from them at that time because 
ceeded as predicted? ®And previously, for they haverdone: wickedivninethe teed 
enmity my people resisted against His against themselves sya i i 
peace. They flayed his skin to remove sThus th L Soy 
hope in the ravages of war. Therefore | S Says the Lord concerning the 
those leading my people will be cast out of prophets who lead my people astray, who 
their luxurious homes: they have been | Were proclaiming peace upon them while 
driven out because of their wicked prac- | EY themselves ate, but who, when noth- 
tices. Draw near to the everlasting moun- | 28 Was Put in their mouths, stirred up wat 
ting?” against them: “Therefore to you there will 
\Arise and depart, for this is not a final | Pe darkness instead of vision, and to you 
resting place for you on account of un- | there will be darkness instead of prophecy: 
cleanness; you have been utterly destroyed | For the sun will set on the prophets, and the 
by corruption. !!You were pursued by no day shall become very dark on them. 7And 
one pursuing! You pursued a spirit built on. | he seers of dreams will be put to shame, 
and the prophets will be laughed to scorn. 


a falsehood; it drips on you, into the wine’ 
and the intoxicating drink, and by reason And all the people will speak evil of them, 
because there will be no one heeding 


of the drop of this people, it shall happen.t 
them.” 


‘Surely I shall strengthen myself in the 
Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and ol 
power, to proclaim to Jacob his ungodli- 





| 
| 
| 





-». Future Deliverance a- 


12“ Jacob will be completely gathered to- 
gether with all of them. I shall wait, expect- 








2:3-5 Ultimately, the evils are the Cross, which bent the neck of the proud and powerful like a yoke: 
2:4-7 The Jews who provoked the Spirit (v. 7) will lose their inheritance, which will be taken away CV. | 
and given to the Gentiles. | | 
2:11 This verse is regarded by scholars as difficult at best and corrupted at worst. 
3:1 He will say: This rendering in the third person (as found in the LXX) is opposed by the Hebrew text 
which consistently reads in the first person ("I will say” or “I said"). The third person form is thought tO 
be the more original, | 

3:2 You who hate good and love evil: The negative form of an idea articulated in Am 5:15, “‘We hated 
evil and loved good,' And restore justice in the gate." 4 | 

3:2, 3 The closest parallel to this passage is the charge against the shepherds in Ezk 34:2, 3: “O shep- 
herds of Israel who feed themselves, should not the shepherds feed the sheep? 3 Behold, you drink the 
milk and clothe yourselves with the wool. You slay the fatlings, but do not feed My sheep.” 
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ness and to Israel his sins.t "Indeed, hear 
this, you heads of the house of Jacob and 
the remnant of the house of Israel, you who 
despise judgment and are perverting every- 
thing that is upright, !who build up Zion 
with bloodshed and Jerusalem with injus- 
tice. Her leaders make decisions founded 
ona bribe, and her priests give answers for 
pay, and her prophets prophesy for money. 
And they lean on the Lord, saying, “Is not 
the Lord with us? No harm can come upon 
us.” *Therefore on account of you, Zion 
shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall 
be as a Shed in the field, and the mountain 
of the house as a grove of trees. 


-™ The Lord Shall Reign = 
And it shall come to pass in the last days 
that the mountain of the Lord will be 
revealed. It will be raised up on the top of the 
mountains, and it will be exalted far above 
the hills, and peoples wili hasten to it. 2And | 
many nations will go there and say, “Come, | 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob. They will 
teach us His ways, and we will walk in His 
paths.” For out of Zion the law shall go forth, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
‘And He will judge between many peoples 
and rebuke strong nations afar off. They 
will beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into sickles. Nation shall no 
more lift up sword against nation, neither | 
shall they learn war anymore. ‘But every- 
one shall be at rest under his own vine and 
under his own fig tree, and no one shall 
Make them afraid, for the mouth of the 
Lord Almighty has spoken these things. 
For all the peoples shall walk each one his 
own way, but we will walk in the name of | 
the Lord our God for ever and ever. 
“In that day.” says the Lord, “I shall 
eather her who has been broken, and I will 
Welcome her who has been exiled, even 
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those whom I have rejected. 7And I shall 
make her who has been broken into a rem- 
nant, and her that was rejected into a 
Strong nation. So the Lord will reign over 
them in Mount Zion henceforth and for- 
ever. "And you, O daughter of Zion, dark 
tower of the flock, on you it will come and 
enter in, even the former kingdom of Bab- 
ylon to the daughter of Jerusalem.” 

“And now, why have you experienced 


| such evils? Was there no king in your 


midst? Or did your counsel perish? For 
your birth pangs have seized you as one in 
labor. Suffer birth pains and take 
courage, O daughter of Zion, and draw 
near like a woman giving birth; for now 
you will be exiled from the city, and you 
will abide in the flat open country; and you 
will have come as far off as Babylon; and 
from that place the Lord your God shall re- 
deem you from the hand of your enemies.t 
llNow, many nations have gathered 
against you, saying, “We will rejoice, and 
our eyes-will gaze upon Zion.” “But they do 
not Know the thoughts of the Lord nor per- 
ceive His counsel, for He gathered them 
like sheaves for the threshing floor. 
_ “Arise and thresh them, O daughter of 
Zion, for I shall make your horns iron, and 
I will make your hooves bronze. And you 


| will cause the nations to melt away, and 


you will winnow many peoples. You will 
dedicate their abundance to the Lord and 
their strength to the Lord of all the earth. 
l4Now the daughter of Ephraim will be 
blockaded by a siege wall; for he ordered 
affliction against us, and they shall smite 
the tribes of Israel with a rod upon .the 
cheek.” 


s A Ruler Out of Bethlehem > 


“And you, O Bethlehem, House of 
Ephrathah, though you are fewest in 
number among the thousands of Judah, yet 


3:8 Micah is a true prophet of God, as opposed to the false prophets of v. 5. Note that Micah’s 


a ecy against sin under the Law emphas 

ic phecy (see Is 61:1, 2), which is fulfilled in 

pray 

a St. John Chrysostom, in his sermon on 

Te Phets (see also Hos 13:13; Is 13:8; Jer 4:3 

of (ently employed by the Prophets, also, 

‘i 

‘an of you. However, the pain of childbirth becom 
© birth” to a new creation when she has been 


A$ y. 
ai 5:1-3 This passage is read at Vespers of the 


rti i , | ke this: ; 
pangs. What He meant is something i es a cause of joy." Indeed, the daughter of Zion will 


redeemed by Christ (see note at Jn 16:21, 22). 
O Ss eS = 
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 


izes the Spirit's judgment and power, while Isaiah's parallel 
the New Covenant, emphasizes healing and liberty in Christ 


Jn 16:21, 22, sees Christ's words echoing those of the 
1), He writes, “Now, He was making use of a comparison: 
when they compared their sufferings to the excessive pain 


‘Suffering as keen as birth pangs will take posses- 
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out of you shall come forth to me the One 
to be ruler of Israel. His goings forth were 
from. the beginning, even from everlast- 
ing."“4 2Therefore He shall give them. up 
until the appointed time for: her to give | 
birth, and then the remnant of their broth- 
ers will return to the sons of Israeli 3And He 
shall stand and see, and shepherd His flock 
in the strength of the Lord,:and they will | 
dwell in the glory of the name of the Lord 
their God; for now they will be magnified 
unto ‘the ends of the earth. And she will 
have peace; for when the Assyrian comes 
into our land and goes up upon our coun- 
try, then seven shepherds and eight attacks 
from men will be raised up against them. 
SThey will tend the Assyrian with a 
sword and ‘the land ofi Nimrod in> her Walta | | FEA dat 
trench. And He shall deliver you from the | SU brought you upora E 
Assyrian should he come inte your land, bondage: and sent you Moses, and Aaron, 


pillars from your midst, and yoy Will ne 
longer worship the work of your hang 
Band I shall cut off: your sacred g, 4; 
from your midst and destroy your cities 
4And I shall exact vengeance on the na. 
tions with wrath and anger among those 
who did not heed.” | te ) 


~. The Lord Has a Case against Israel] ». 
Now. hear, the word of the Lord. The 
Lord says, “Arise, plead. your case 
before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice.t 2Hear, O mountains, the judg. 
ment of the Lord, and you valleys, the foun- 
dations of the earth; for the Lord has a case 
against His people, and He will contend 
with Israel. 30 My people, what have | done 
to you? How have. I grieved you? Answer 





and should he come'up over your borders. | and. Miriam. 5O.My people, remember now | 
‘And the remnant of Jacob will be among | what King Balak. of Moab plotted against 
the nations, in the midst of many peoples, | yoy and what answer Balaam the sono 
as dew falling from the Lord and as lambs | Beor gave to him from the reeds as far asto | 
in a field of grass, in order that none among | Gilgal, that the righteousness of the Lord 
the sons of men may assemble together nor | might be known.” ~- aie 
resist.t 7And the remnant of Jacob willbe | 6How. shall I come to understand the 
among the nations, in the midst°of many | Lord and devote myself to the Most Hig 
peoples, as a lion among the cattle’ in the | God? Shall I reach Him with burnt offer | 
forest, and as a young lion among a flock of | ings? with year-old calves? “Will the Lord | 
sheep, which, whenever it passes through, | be pleased with thousands of rams? or ii 
seizes and carries off its prey, and there is | a myriad of streams of oil? Should! give | 
none to rescue. *But your hand will be ex- | my firstborn for my ungodliness, the fruit 
alted above those oppressing you, and all | of my body for the sin of my soul? SHe na 
your enemies will be completely cut off. | shown you, O man, what is good. Or wis 
-And it shall come to pass in that day,” | does the Lord seek from you. but [0 do 
says the Lord, “I shall utterly destroy your | justly, and to love mercy, and to be ready © 
horses from your midst and destroy your | walk with the Lord your God?t rary: wi 
chariots. 1I shall utterly destroy the cities The. Lord’s voice shall be proclaimed 
of your land and demolish-all your strong- | the city, and He shall save those who eat 
holds. !!And I shall drive away your sor- | His name. “Hear, O tribe, who will PU 
ceries out of your hands, and there shall be | city in order? !°For is there not a fire © We 
no soothsayers among you. I shall utterly | and the house of the lawless storing UP * is 
destroy your carved images and the sacred | less treasures with insolent unrighte? 





scattering of Israel, but rather a focal point for the gathering of the nations together In \' 
in 4:1-3 and 4:6,7. n AM} al donin i ias 
6:1-5 A covenantal “lawsuit,” filed by the Lord against Israel. Here the prophet functions like an 
“attorney” in God's lawsuit against His people, he | Fe 
6:3-5 This passage recalls the liturgical themes that run through the services of Great and Holy Wee" 
especially Orthros of Great and Holy Friday (Service of the Twelve Gospels), volam y the 
6:8 The classical definition of true religion: Micah in one verse knits together the basic themes € milt | 
books of Amos (righteousness—to do justly), Hosea (steadfast love—to love mercy), and Isalan 
and faith—to be ready to walk [or “to walk humbly”] with the Lord your God). 96, SO} 9) iam 
- — ~ (I~ 


5:1-3 This passage is read on the Eve of Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. ~ 


a ' a a i | | : e , 
5:6, 7 The remnant of Jacob will be among the nations: This phrase does not necessarily mpl Ss 

















SS nee sau 
ness? Will the lawless be justified by a bal- 
ance scale or a bag of deceitful weights 
from Which they accumulated their un- 
godly wealth? And those that dwell in the 
city have spoken lies and exalted them- 
selves with their own mouth. 

3“Therefore I will begin to smite you: | 
will destroy you because of your sins. 
uyou Shall eat but not be satisfied, and 
there will be darkness upon you, and he 
will depart without being noticed: and 
you will not be rescued; and all who do es- 
| cape will be given over to the sword. !5You 

will sow, but you will not reap. You will 
| press Olives, but you will not anoint your- 
self with oil. And you will make wine, but 
| you will not drink any of it, and the 
statutes of my people will be utterly abol- 
ished. "For you have kept the ordinances 
of Omri and done ali the works of the 
house of Ahab. You walked in their coun- 
sels, so that I should deliver you over to 
complete destruction and make your in- 
habitants into a‘hissing, and you will bear 
the reproach of the peoples.” 


æ Trust Not in Men .= 
Woe is me! For I have become like one 
harvesting stubble, like one gleaning 
‘mall grapes after the vintage grapes are 
Picked, but not finding for myself any clus- 


rof first fruit to eat. Woe is me, O my soul! | 
God-fearing man has perished 


For the 


‘om the earth, and there is no one upright 
one the men. They all lie in wait, even 
sa blood, and each one grievously 
DDresses his neighbor. ?They prepare their 
4 Ae lor evil; the prince demands a gift, 
the ia judge speaks flattering words; it is 
Way ote Of their soul. “Thus I shall take 
bate. their good things as the moth who 
le away, and as one proceeding by the 
lime ^ the day of the watch. Alas! alas! the 
Ne th Your vengeance is come; now shall 
Irien te lamentation. Do not trust in 
Lover, nor put your hope in those who 
ħer „ “Ware of your wife and do not tell 
lath thing, "For a son dishonors his 


Mothe 4 daughter will rise up against her 


Mother; © daughter-in-law against her 
Mope law; a man’s enemies are all the 
This own house.”t 
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their might. 





| days of old. 
IS quoted by Christ in Mt 10:35, 36 and Lk 12:53, 


MICAH 7:20 

= Hope in the Lord -7 

‘But I will look to the Lord. I will wait for 
God my Savior, for my God will hear me. 
Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy, for 
though I have fallen, yet will I arise, be- 
cause even if I should sit in darkness, the 
Lord will be a light to me. 9I will endure the 
wrath of the Lord, for I sinned against Him, 
until He pleads my cause; for He will exe- 
cute my judgment ‘and will bring me out 
into the light, and I will perceive His righ- 
teousness. “And my enemy will see it, and 
he who says to me, “Where is the Lord your 
God?” will be clothed with shame. And my 
eyes will look upon him, and now he will be 
for trampling upon as mud in the streets. 

‘In the days when your bricks are being 
Dlastered—that day. will be your. destruc- 
tion, and your ordinances will be abol- 
ished. In that day even your cities will be 
leveled to the ground and divided among 
the Assyrians; your fortified cities will be 
divided from Tyre as: faras the River of 
Syria; it will be a day of flood and chaos. 
13And the land will become totally desolate 
together with those dwelling in it, because 





| of the fruit of their practices. 


“Shepherd Your people with Your staff, 
the sheep of Your inheritance, those 


dwelling solitarily in the thicket in the 


midst of Carmel. They will feed in Bashan 
and in Gilead, as in days of old. And as in 
the days of your departure from the land of 
Egypt, you will see many wonders. |The 
Gentiles will see and be ashamed of all 
They will cover their mouth 
with their hands, and their €ars will be- 
come deaf. '’They shall lick the dust like 
serpents Crawling on the earth; they will be 
confounded in their confinement and be 
amazed at the Lord our God, and they will 
be afraid of You. 

'8Who is a God like You, removing 
wrongdoings and passing over the ungodli- 
ness of the remnant of His inheritance? He 
does not keep His anger as a witness, for 


He delights in mercy.t !9He will return and 
have compassion on us. He Will subdue our 


transgressions, and all our sins will be cast 
into the depths of the sea. You will give 
truthfulness to Jacob and mercy to Abra- 
ham, as You swore to our ancestors from 





baptism Sins will be cast into the depths of the sea: The Fathers agree that this phrase foreshad- 





Aut hor=sPeauidohally the patie (commemorated Oktave 19) ‘son of | 





Pethuel, of the tribe of Reuben. His is a common Jewish name, meaning — 
“Yahweh is God.” Nothing as known of his life outside of his short propher 


Date—Any. number of dates have been suggested. for Joel's life. Father ucha 
Ss. Jerome and Isidore place Joel in the time of the prophets Isaiah and 

Hosea, about 740, BC. Tradition, held Joel to be one of the earlier raphe | 
modern scholars are undecided about the matter, ‘often placing him at about | 
450—400 BC, after the restoration of Israel froni exile. di ER 


Major T} lel ne— Uitimately the Lord i is victorious PThree major keme are 
prominent. (1) A call summoning, the people of God to turn their sorrow — 
into penitence’ (1:12:17). (2) The faithfulness of God to rise up on we 
of His people, restore their prosperity, and bring the nations to justice F 
(2:18-27). (3) The coming of- the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, 
(3:1-5). Joel emphasizes the. universal mission of the Spirit, anti ie 
Day of Pentecost, when He is poured out on all flesh. ` 3 





. 











Backerou nd = lt; is likely the prophet Joel Wrote in the face e as doubled i 
disaster—the attack of military. aggressors such as the Babylonians, and che 
the two TA 


onset of a plague of locusts. The prophet freely switches between 
calamities, likening them to each other. As the-narrative proceeds, Joel. 
employs two distinct prophetic. genres: (1) he calls his people to contrition 
and repentance; and (2) he uses vivid apocalyptic imagery to convey deep 
spiritual truths. The contrast created by these two approaches prompted eri 
St. Jerome to comment, ‘Joel: is clear at the beginning, but at wg end mor 
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I. Devastation in Israel (1:1-20) Kea e d “iy. The Outpouring « of the Holy Spirit p F l 

II, Call to Repentance (2:1-17) eit V.The Judgment of the Nations S ig Fe | 
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| you inhabiting the land. Have such things 





nr Oe OEE, 
l The word of the Lord came to Joel the | the grasshopper, and what the grasshop- 






son of Pethuel.t pers have left is eaten by the locust, and 
~ Invasion of the Locusts pra e aoust have left is infected with 
and the Caterpillars s7 red blight. 


Get sober, you who are drunk from your 
wine, and weep, mourn all you who drink 
ce | wine, for joy and gladness are removed 
happened in your days or in the days of | from your mouth.t 6For a nation strong and 
your fathers?t “Tell your children about | numberless came up against My land. His 
this, and your children’ to their children, | teeth are the teeth of a lion and his molars 
and their children to the next generation. | those of a young lion.t 7He laid waste 


2Hear this, you elders, and give ear, all of 


| ‘What the caterpillars have left is eaten by | My vine and splintered My fig tree. He 





1:1 Cyril of Alexandria interprets ch. 1 as a prophecy of the coming of Christ, when the Jews would re- 
vile and reject Him and incur the curses mentioned, understood spiritually. But Cyril is optimistic about 
the full restitution of the Jews, noting the solution found in v. 20—they need only to look up to God in 
faith. i 

The book begins in a manner similar to the other prophets, describing the advent of the Word of 
God to Joel. This is not merely a formula (see Jer 1:2; Ezk 1:3; Hos 1:1),-but is God’s way of arresting our 
attention, beckoning us to read the work not merely as literature, but as Holy Scripture. The advent of 
the word of the Lord to the prophet should lift our minds to Christ, the eternal Word of God. 

Joel the son of Pethuel: The prophet’s patronymic is included since Joel was a relatively common 
name (see 1Ch 4:35; 5:4, 8, 12; 6:13, 18, 21; etc.). Furthermore) the meanings of names in the ancient 
world were considered far more significant than they are today, and the overtones of Joel and Pethuel 
resonate throughout the text. The meanings of these names are ambiguous, although Jerome under- 
stood Joel to mean “God is” or “God is setting out,” and Pethuel to mean “God is opening.” 

1:2, 3 Both the past and the future are called on to testify to the magnitude and weight of the coming 


| destruction. Not only does this mark out the special nature of the coming onslaught, but it reminds us 


of the way persons in the past and the future participate in the present. | 
Scripture memorializes two types of events. On the one hand, the righteous exploits of God working 


| through His saints (e.g., Ps 104) are held up as examples to be followed. On the other hand, there are 








the mistakes of the people of God and their consequences (e.g. Ps 105). Joel begins with the latter, 
while finishing with a promise of the former. 

Elders . . . all of you inhabiting the land: Not only does the prophet call for the attention of the el- 
ders and the general population, but by formulating his petition in this manner, he indicates that his 
message is to be read by both the spiritual (the elders) and the carnal (the inhabitants of the land). The 
Message of Joel is fitted to each person according to his spiritual fitness and place in his journey 
towards God, yet all should pay attention. 

1:4 Caterpillar, grasshopper, locust, red blight: Exactly what creatures these words signify, whether in 
the Greek or in the Hebrew, we cannot say for certain. While some have suggested the four words de- 
ribe four kinds of insect, others claim they refer to different stages in the lifecycle of the locust. Both 
àre educated guesses. 

On the metaphorical level, the text can be seen as four different waves of assault against the land. 
While Ephraim of Syria saw this as a reference to four different Mesopotamian kings, subsequent fa- 
thers accepted this verse as a prophecy of the four major conquests of Israel: the Babylonians, the Per- 
‘ans, the Greeks, and the Romans (see Dan 2). 

> Joel addresses the people of Israel as if they were all drunkards. Drunkenness represents the general 
Proclivity of Israel to satisfy their pleasures. The prophet addresses people who are using good things to 
ss, drinking not to quench their thirst but to become drunk, Christ used this same theme when He 
“Med those who were making merry in His own day (Lk 6:24-26). | 
pi ' 7 Here the prophet not only begins to describe what is in store for his wayward people, but he 
he aes this eight-line poem as if it were a dirge to lament the occupation of the land. Joel composes it 
th to shame Israel and to draw attention to the gravity of the situation. | | | 
hi nh The prophet turns from the locust metaphor to that of a lion to describe the conquering enemy, 
the lighting their powerful inhumanity. The first targets are the grapes and the figs, i.e., the juice and 
Whi veetness of the land, representing the livelihood and wealth of Israel. This is the same manner in 
the ‘the devil and the passions assault our own spiritual life. When we succumb to the temptations of 
Joo (e: : the powers of evil enter into our land and first attack the virtues of our character and our — 
eeds, | | 
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diligently searched out and uprooted My | of your God.t “Sanctify a fast. Call, 
vine, peeling off its outer bark. solemn assembly. Gather all the elders 4. 
8Mourn before Me more than a virgin | all the people of the land into the hoyge 
bride clothed with sackcloth for the husband | the Lord your God, and cry out fervently: 
of her youth.t °The meat-offering and the | the Lord.t i 
drink-offering are removed from the house | '°Alas! Alas! Alas! For the day of the Lor 
of the Lord. Mourn, you priests, you. who | draws near, and it will come as misery upo 
serve at the altart Vfor the fields languish | misery.’ '°The food is completely destro 
and the land mourns; for the grain withers, before your eyes; joy and gladness are pp, 
the wine is dried up, and the olive oil is | moved from the house of your God. "The 
scarce. |!The farmers are exhausted. Mourn | heifers are restless in their stalls, and the 
for the sake of your fields of wheat and bar- storehouses are emptied. The winepresse 
| 
| 








ley, for the harvest from the field has been | are broken down; the grain is withered 
lost.t 2The vine is shriveled up, and the fig | !8What will we store up for ourselves? The 
trees are scarce in number. The pomegranate | herds of cattle groaned because there was no 
and the palm tree, the apple tree and all the | pasture, and the flocks of sheep are no more. 
trees of the field are withered, for they put to | 190. Lord, I will cry out to You, for fire has 
shame the delight of the sons of ment- | devoured the pleasant places. of the wilder. | 

\3Gird yourself with sackcloth and wail, | ness,anda flame burned.all the trees of the 
you priests. Mourn, you who serve at the al- field.t 2°And the cattle of the field also look | 
tar. Go in, sleep in sackcloth, you who min-| up to You, because the brooks are dried up | 
ister unto God, for the grain-offering and | and fire has devoured the pleasant places | 
drink-offering are withheld from the house! of the wilderness.t’ . | 





1:8 The bride weeps, presumably, forthe death of her betrothed. In this same manner the apostles, in 
the days of Christ’s betrayal and death, were like virgins girded with sackcloth, lamenting the death of 
their bridegroom. Indeed,.in our own time, when God judges His People for their sins, we should assume 
this same demeanor, repenting, being cleansed by our tears, and awaiting the return of Christ our Savidh 
1:9, 10, 13 The meat-offering and the drink-offering (v. 9); grain-offering and drink-offering (v. 13): 
The grain-offering is of bread, and the drink-offering |s of wine. Joel, by reemphasizing the loss of 
bread and wine in the land, not only recalls the image of agricultural plague but anticipates the futur 
life of the Church. We have before us the image of the Church stripped of the eucharistic sacrament 
through the disobedience of the community. In this situation, the priests are called to lament the plig" 
of the land and intercede for their wayward people (see 2:17). — 
1:11 By calling the farmers to mourn, Joel not only includes, landowners in the national calamity, but 
also reinforces vv. 9, 13. For just as the priests are to mourn over the people.they tend, so the farmer” 
to weep over his care—his crops. The loss of property is, in the sight of.God, a rather insignificant ™ `; 
ter. More importantly, the prophet calls us to go beyond and grieve over the destruction of other P 
ple, and of the sins which ravage our souls. , | 7 eS 
1:12 They put to shame the delight of the sons of men: The phrase, a Hebraism, literally translates 
“have shamed their joy.” That is to say that joy, a good thing in and of itself, was being abuse a 
defiled by the Israelites. 5 e 
1:13 For the loss of the sacrificial rite, see note at vv, 9, 10, It would be a mistake: to read this a$ ariet 
clerical passage, for the prophet neither upbraids the priests nor questions the importance of the tjoni 
hood. Rather, Joel calls the spiritual leadership of the land to fulfill their proper role in times of nan 
distress. | oil 
1:14 See Is 58:4, 5. This is but one more reason for fasting in the life of the Church—to repent of twit 
of the community. The leaders and elders of the land are called to change thelr luxury into sac clo 
(v. 8) and to cry out incessantly and fervently to God. Fasting without contrition of heart SO oh 
4:15 The threefold woe is the appropriate response in this disaster since the Holy Trinity has bee” 5 
fended. This reminds us as well that the Day of the Lord is not the visitation of Christ alone, but S | 
judgment that involves the participation of all three Persons, | | use 
The day of the Lord could suggest a day either of punishment or of reward, As it turns Qut ion? : 
the term here and in 2:1, 11 to refer to a day of judgment, but as he turns to the promise salen 
God, the day of the Lord becomes a day of restitution for the people of God (3:4; A: 14, 18). jas! 
1:19 The prophet interrupts his narrative with a prayer, reminding us that our deliverance fron ae 
comes not from any other so-called gods, but from the Lord Himself. aq ort bos ea 
1:20 Just as all the beasts look to God to give them their food in due season (Ps 103:27), 50 they oF 
here, since He will fill them with every good thing by His hand (Ps 103:28). ae N 








| dy ent and the need to repent. 


iy AC 





= The Day of the ord SP, 


A Sound the trumpet in Zion; make a 
proclamation in My holy mountain. Let 
all the inhabitants of the land be con- 
founded, for the day of the Lord is neart 2a 
day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
cloud and of dense fog. About daybreak a 
people both strong and great in’ number | 
will be spread. upon the mountains, the | 
likes of whom have never been nor will | 
come after them, not even for many gener- 


1013, 
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the houses and enter the windows as do 


thieves. !°Before their presence the land will 
be confounded, and the sky will be shaken. 
|The sun'and moon will grow dark, and the 
Stars will hold back their brightness. !!And 
because the day of the Lord is great and ex- 


ceedingly glorious, the Lord shall utter 
His voice before the face of His army, for His 
army is numberless, and the works of His 
words are mighty. Who shall resist? 

'2Now- says the Lord your God, “Turn to 


ations. “Before them is a consuming fire | Me with all your) heart, with fasting and 
and behind them a flame set ablaze. Before | Wailing and with mourning;t !%rend_ your 
them the land is as a paradise of splendor, | heart and not your.garments. Return to the 
but behind them a desolate’ plain; no one | Lord your God, for He is merciful and com- 
will be able to escape theni. passionate. He is longsuffering and plen- 


‘Their outward -appearance is as the áp- 
pearance of horses, and thus as horsemen | 
they will pursue.t “They shall’ bound ‘upon | 
the tops! of the mountains as thé sound of | 
chariots, as the sound of a flame of fire de- 
vouring straw, as a great number of mighty | 
men setting themselves in battle array. °Be- 
fore them the people will be crushed; every 
lace shall be as the blackness of a cauldron. 
‘AS warriors they shall march quickly, and 
they will climb the walls like men of war. 
Everyone shall march in formation; they 
will never break their ranks. 8They will not 
separate from their comrades and will 
March weighed down with their arms. And 
hough they fall by their arrows, even so 
‘hey will not be stopped. °They will seize the 
aty and run on the wall. They will climb into 


21-14 in this chapter the prophet switches to the future tense. While ch;.1, appears to discuss a plaque 


teous in mercy and repents of evils. '4Who 
knows-if He willsreturn and change His 
mind—if,He will leave: a blessing, behind 
Him, even an offering and drink-offering to 


the Lord our God?” . 


isSound the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a 
fast, call a, solemn assembly; '*gather. the 
people, sanctify the congregation, call out 


the elders, and gather the nursing infants. 


Let the bridegroom go out from his bed- 
chamber. and. the bride. out of. her, bridal 
chamber. !’Between the porch and.the altar, 
the priests of the altar, ministering to) the 
Lord, will each be weeping and will say, “O 
Lord, spare Your people; do not give Your in- 
heritance to reproach, that the Gentiles 
should rule over them, lest they should say 
among the Gentiles, ‘Where is their God?’ ”t 





at has already occurred, ch. 2 warns of yet another imminent plague. Furthermore, Joel moves from... 


if 


a 


ultimately at work. ) | 


earth 


< êdricultural images to military ones. The repentance of the Church is the aim of the passage, Joel de-. 
“S the coming disaster in a number of ways, but he emphasizes throughout that God's sovereign plan 


+9 St. Cyril notes that nothing was more warlike than the fully equipped horse, which “leaps over 4 
in such a way that, | suppose, It mimics the clatter of chariots. And they gallop over any _ 


uNtain crest, and fly down every hill, and produce the crackle of a flame devouring a reed." 
”'2-17 Repentance is an ascetic effort. Joel emphasizes the inner state of the heart, bidding us to rend 


fe 
pal 
a tance, If, in fact, we are justified simply 


IN 
Mdgrp 


the Lo “tween the porch and the altar: 
dea rd While the porch refers to the people. 
acing the sacrificial animal, the porch wë 

the; /€mselves between the porch and the altar, 
Ce of Christ, the porch and altar have been 


‘acrifi 


Ope of Israel. 


which presents God 


Aour clothes but our hearts. This does not mean that the prophet opposed physical expressions of 
“ntance, The penitent is to fast, weep, and mourn, all physical acts. Everyone in Israel was to gather 
upon the Lord, a physical and liturgical act. These acts, done in the right manner, only assist our 


by confessing our sins (1Jn 1:9), how much more so when 
+ “Pentance is expressed physically, through our bodies and the community? = pat: 
lerestingly, the prophet never tells us of what Israel was guilty. His emphasis remains on the coming 


The altar represents the animal sacrifices which were offered to` 
So while the altar became a place of life through the 

was also a place for the dying who sought life. The priests, by 
| , were to mediate this life to the people. Because 
united. Christ's death brings life to us. 
soț Nese two verses form the center of the book. The passage summarizes all that has been writ- 
: gical h rand introduces the rest of the book, 


of 


's promises and explores the eschato- 
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æ God’s Blessing upon His People = which I sent against you. 26Yoy Will 
But the Lord was zealous for His land | abundantly and be satisfied and will pray, 
| 






and spared His people. 9And the Lord an- | the name of the Lord your God for what; 
swered His people and said, “Behold, I send | has so wondrously done unto you, And 
you wheat, wine, and oil, and you will be | people will not be put to shame for 
satisfied with them. I will no longer make | ?’7Then you shall know that I am mk 
vou a reproach among the nations, and I | midst of Israel; that I am the Lord yoy 
will drive the army from the north away | God, and there is no other but Me. hide 
from you, and I shall force him into a dry | no time will My people be put to shame fy. 
land. I will drown his face in the eastern | ever. 7 

sea and his back in the western sea; its 130 The Promise of the Holy Spit 


stench and foul smell will rise up, because | 
he has done powerful works.”t 4 “After this it shall come to pass that| 

210 land. be of good courage; be glad and | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh 
rejoice, for the Lord has done great things.? your sons and daughters shall prophesy 
2Take courage, you beasts of the field, for | Your old men shall dream dreams, = 


the plains of the wilderness have budded, | young men shall see visions.t 2And in those 
and the trees bear their fruit. And again the | days I shall pour out My Spirit on My ser 
vine and the fig tree yield their full po- | vants and on My handmaids. *And I shal 
tency.t-22And you children of Zion, be glad give wonders in the heavens and upon tit 
and rejoice in the Lord your God, for He earth, blood and fire and vapor of smoke 
gives food that is right for you, and He will 4The sun shall be turned into darkness ani | 
shower you as before with the early and the moon into blood before the great ani 
the late rain.~ 24The threshing floors shall glorious day of the Lord comes to pass 
be full of wheat, and the presses of wine | °And it shall ‘be that whoever shall cal 
and olive oil will overflow. “And I will re- | upon the name of the Lord shall be sa 
store to you the years the grasshopper and | for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shal | 
the locust have eaten, and for the blight, | be deliverance, as the Lord Himself s# 
and the caterpillar, even for My great army, | and there shall be proclamation of the 


af 1G visviw yout ob lave @ WOT ORE arad ee eS ee 


es generally 
he Lord int” 
nd west 


| | 
2:20 Army from the north refers to the Assyrian or Babylonian forces, since locust plagu | 
came from the east or southeast. Nevertheless, this northern adversary will be driven by t 
dry land, referring to the deserts from which locust plagues would come. The eastern sea a 
sea refer to the Dead Sea and Mediterranean Sea, respectively. 
2:21-23 The prophet calls on the land, the beasts of the field, and the children of Zion to rej 

as the prophet distinguishes between two types of people earlier in the book (see note on Wie) 2 
does here, as well. The beasts refer to the more carnal Israelites while the children of Zion refer t0 
spiritual. The land refers to both of these groups. 

2:22—3:5 The prophet now turns his gaze towards the final rest of the people of God, 
coming of Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit. These eleven verses are fulfilled ulti 
the sacramental life of the Church, and Pentecost. | | h 
2:22-24 The trees bear their fruit: In this verse Joel foreshadows the cross of Christ, the tree pe 
bore the greatest fruit of all, The vine and the fig tree refer to the establishment of the Chum” 
Rom 11:17-24; Jn 15:1; Lk 13:6-9). Rain, wheat, wine, and oil refer to the food that is right for ; 
namely the sacraments of Holy Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sealing of the Holy Spirit, 22), | 
3:1-5 The Apostle Peter quoted this prophecy on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17-21; see jn 20: h thi 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Christian believers, fulfilling the prophecy. Althou? gel 
section forms a separate chapter, this passage should be understood as the culmination of the™ 
preceding prophecy. See note on 2:22—3:5. í veld 
3:1 When Peter quotes this verse, he changes after this to “in the last days" (Acts 2:17), n® R pass 
modest modifications of the verse. Peter's adaptation of Joel indicates that he understood the yen 
to be eschatological. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy: The gift of prophecy was tO be 9” Loa 
both men and women without distinction (see Acts 21:9). at | 


fea : -M= "5 
2:23—3:5 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of Pentecost. 
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news to those whom the Lord Himself 


called. 

“For behold, in those days and at that 
4 time, when I bring back the captivity 
of Judah and Jerusalem, 2I shall also 
gather all the nations together and bring 
them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
and there I will enter into judgment 
against them on account of My people and 


«~ The Coming Day of Judgment e7 


My inheritance Israel, who were dispersed | 3) a ho | meNon bleak 
among the nations—against those who | Ol draw near and go up, all you me 


divided My land,t and who cast lots over 
My people, and traded boys for prosti- 
tutes, and sold girls for the wine they 
drank. Indeed, O Tyre and Sidon, and ‘all 
the coast of Philistia, what have you to do 
with Me? Are you paying Me back for a 
grudge you hold against Me? If so, I shall 
return your retaliation swiftly and imme- 


diately upon your own head,t 5hecause | 


you have taken My silver and My gold and 
taken My precious possessions into your 
temples, "and because you sold the sons of 


ae 
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Judah and Jerusalem to the sons of the 
Greeks in order to exile them far from 
their borders.t 7Behold, I shall raise them 
up from the place where you sold them, 
and I shall return your retribution upon 





your own head. ŝI will sell your sons and 


your daughters into the hands of the sons 
of Judah, and they will sell them into cap- 
tivity to a far distant nation, for the Lord 
has spoken.” | 
Proclaim these things among the na- 
tions: “Prepare for war; arouse the war- 


war.' Beat your plowshares into swords 
and your pruning hooks into spears. Let 
the weak say, ‘I am strong.’t !!Assemble to- 
gether and join in, all you nations round 
about. And in that place, gather yourselves 
together; let the gentle be warlike. Let all 
the nations rouse themselves and come up 


| to the Valley of. Jehoshaphat, for there I 


shall sit to judge all the nations round 
about. | 

13“Bring out the sickles, for the harvest is 
ripe. Come in and tread the grapes, for the 
winepress is full, the wine vats overflow: 


3:5 There shall be proclamation of the good news: The Greek can also be translated “and there shall be 


all of whom were appointed by Christ. 


heralds of the gospel,” suggesting a prophecy of the missions of the Twelve and the Seventy Apostles, 


4:1 In this chapter Joel deplores the mistreatment of Israel and prophesies the coming judgment of God 


on all 

after t 
last d 
rest 


the nations. While on one level the prophecy can be read as a promise of the restoration of Israel 
he exile, the images go beyond this. Making use of apocalyptic imagery, Joel also refers to the 

ays of humanity, in which Israel will be spiritually restored and become the source of life for the 

of the nations. Captivity of Judah and Jerusalem: This prophecy refers to the restoration of Judah 


Om the exile in Babylon, The Hebrew version does not mention the exile. 


4:) The ju 


dgment of all nations can be understood in one or more of three different ways. It may, 


a one hand, refer to the attempted siege of Jerusalem during the building of the wall (see 

pea: There is a strong case for this interpretation because of the earlier reference to the restoration 
M exile, secondly, the passage may refer to the age of the Church, in which God deals with the 
ers or heretics who attempt to assail her. Thirdly, this may be understood as the final judg- 

Hic TAR people for their sins, In any case, God is dealing with nations who are willingly attacking 


Wà 


4:4 “hell”), as a symbol of judgment. 


T | ; ; 
ne Valley of Jehoshaphat most likely refers to the Kidron Valley, just east of Jerusalem. The triumph 
Vas y over His enemies in a valley is echoed in 1 Enoch 53; 54, but here the valley is fiery. This image 
translater» in the New Testament, where Christ refers to a valley in which trash was burnt, Gehenna 


Babyloni © coast of Philistia refers to the non-Jewish nations that lived in Galilee and its environs. Under 
L 4g y, |" and Persian administration, many non-Jewish peoples moved into the northern regions of Israel, 


es] 
4g. 


Ng th 


ie O no 


4:19 5 


: ave trade was widespread in antiquity, The abduction of Israelites for sale into slavery is at- 

late as the Maccabean period (1Mc 3:41; 2Mc 8:11), 

know his Passage is sarcastic in tone, God does not desire the death of a sinner (Ezk 18:23, 32), but 
at the nations will attack Israel, He goads them on, He is well aware that their attack will 

avail, but he uses the assault as an opportunity to bring them into judgment. 


| Probe A ars! The Greek word used here indicates a special kind of spear, It was a barbed pole used to 
 “Oncealed pits into which an advancing soldier might fall. 
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for their wickedness is multiplied.t The | ®™ The Final Restoration of God’s Own.» 
news resounded in the valley of judgment, i8“And it will come to pass in that g 
for the day of the Lord is near in the valley that the mountains shall drip sweetne. 
of judgment, 8The sun and moon shall be- | and milk shall flow, from the hills, and 
come dark, and the stars shall’ withdraw the brooks of Judah shall flow witha 
their light.t '8And the Lord shall cry out And a fountain shall flow out from the 
from-Zion, and He shall utter His voice house of the Lord, and it will supply water 
from Jerusalem: and the heavens and earth to the Mooie of Acacias. Egypt shall be. 
will quake, but the Lord shall keep His peo; | onk h D E ang 5 HoH wilderness 
ple safe and shall strengthen the sons DE TS | Sra Of the ee Cee oeta 
é z ieee? on people of Judah, because of the innocen 
rael.t 7Sọ you shall know that I am the | blood shed in their land.t But Tiaia 
Lord your God, the one dwelling in Zion on | pe inhabited forever and Jerusalem E 
My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall | generations of generations. 2!And I shal 
be a holy city, and no more will strangers | avenge their blood and shall not let it g 
pass through her. unpunished. The Lord shall dwell in Zion” 
4:13 While the nations turn from farming to warfare, the Lord does the opposite, attending to agricul 
ture, harvesting grain, and treading wine. While the treading of grapes is typically an image ofthe | 
massacre of enemies, Joel emphasizes the moral aspects of the image. The runoff of the grapes is not 
simply blood, but the result'of the abundance of evil in the nations (see Rev 14:17-20). aa ae 
4:15 Changes in the sky area result of the war between God and his enemies. See note on 3:1-5. Bs, 
4:16, 17 The language used by Joel is reminiscent of descriptions of the last days found in the New Te: 
PEETI final judgment the Lord shouts out (1Th 4:16) and establishes an incorruptible Jerusalem 
ev 21: , | | AARI OY 

4:19 In previous verses, God de 
Israel's other enemies, Egypt and Edom. 
4:21 The Lord shall dwell in Zion: Joe! closes his book in fitting manner, pointing to the final state in 
which God will abide among His people: Although this verse was fulfilled in Christ, only-in the last da : 


will it be completely fulfilled in the restoration of all Creation. 





als with the Mesopotamian army. Here He promises to dispense with 


al = 








Aut hor-The epher Obadiah, aes name means “servant of the Lord. tiga 
» Nothing is known about him except that he wrote down this brief prophecy, , 


Date—Sometime near 587 BC. ‘Internal evidence (vv. 11— 14) seems to. connect : 
s the book to the time of the over throw of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. lf 
this 1 is the case, Obadiah would be a contemporary” of the prophet Jeremiah. 


| or I} Lerh gi The destruction ofE Edom and the restoration Ji- Israel. 


| if LATI 


peach 


boround The people: OPEC SY ithe i ARE of Esai ait twin > J Al 

. brother of Jacob) were intense rivals and. enemies, of Israel, They even. assisted 
the Babylonians in:the destruction of Jerusalemi in.587/BC and took the, 19v 
occasion to occupy some of the: territory of Judah: God raised up the Es de 
prophet Obadiah to pronounce. judgment on Edom’s arrogance andto. 

-proclaim that the Lord is the defender, of what is yightre and the! vindicator: of: 

~ the poor and the oppressed. Siil © ae TENY 


Outliz ine | 


NT The Judoment: on Edom el Its | 
Destruction (vy. is LHT 








mau The Day of the Lord ge ez ~21) 
A, Deliyerance for Mount Zion. (vy. 15-18) < 


Ot waer a EL 
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B. The Kingdom of Sos | established on 
rere tt Ee ir earth inal ieee a eee aeee 
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long, saying. < let us rise. uD | Who. will bring me down. to the ground?’ 
=i St her a oe ira I have | 4If you should ascend as the eagle, and if 
ley uleast among the nations; youare: vou should: make Aas nesr amongst ne 





The Og Tests esite ed. Obadiah. Of this ro het we know little 
m references ò men nam prop 

Min ‘that his ment contains twelve of the Lord.” The people of Edom, descendants of Jacob's elder 

| au (see Gn 25; 19-26), often stood in conflict with Israel (see 3Kg,11:14-17). Throughout this: ~; 
Hal S, Edom and Esau are employed interchangeably as tities for an actual-kingdom and ALGEN: 
Neg ms of rebellious humanity, of) ue ev avipiod™ i n ele my fein ve + 
itd bo S made , . least among the nations, that i is, humbled. in response to its arrogance of hearth 
hon stin Ng: The clefts of the rocks mentioned in v. 3 are likely an allusion to the Edomite fortress: of. 
Meeg calle Teman and Petra, surrounded by cliffs rising upto 2, dae vee in height. ReballiousiRde Edom: 
f vught the extent of human pride and arrogance with its seemingly boundless. ee yee still 


Nder the yoke of God. a) MDS PHD art aO 
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stars, from there I shall bring you down,” 
says the Lord.t 5“If thieves come upon you 
or robbers by night, then to what place will 
you escape? Will they not steal a consider- | 
able amount for themselves? And surely if 
grape-gatherers come to you, will they not 
leave a gleaning? “How Esau has been 
searched out, and his hidden things seized! 
7All your allies force you to your borders. 
Men at peace with you oppose you and 
prevail against you. They set an ambush 
below you; there is no understanding in 
them. 
8“In that day,” says the Lord, “I shall de- 

stroy the wise men from Edom and under- 
standing from. the mountain of Esau.t 
%And your warriors from Teman will be 
terrified, in order that everyone from the 
mountain of Esau may be cut off. Be- 
cause of the slaughter and ungodliness 
against your brother Jacob, shame shall 

cover you, and you will be cut off forever. | 

Because of that day in which you stood | Zion, and it will be holy. And the house of 
back and only watched the capture, his | Jacob shall obtain their inheritance as their | 
forces being led away as captives by for- rightful inheritance. !8And the house of Ja 
| 


tion, nor spoken boastfully on the ga. 
distress.t Neither should you have Zone | 
into the gates of the people on the day o 
their suffering. Neither should you hay | 
looked upon their gathering in the day of 
their ruin, and you should not have joing 
in the attack on their forces in the day g 
their destruction. '*Nor should you hays — 
stood at their mountain passes to put t 
death those escaping; nor should you haye 
taken prisoner those fleeing from them iņ 
the day of trial. | 
= 15“For the day of the Lord is near agains | 
all the nations. For as you have done, it 
shall be done to you in the same manner 
Your recompense shall return on your ow, — 
head.t !6For in the same way that you drank 
on My holy mountain, so too shall all the | 
nations. drink wine. They will drink and 
will be brought down, and it will be asif | 
they never existed. — : | 
‘But deliverance will come to Mount 

































eigners; in the day when they entered his | cob shall be the fire, and the house oi 

gates and cast lots for Jerusalem—on that | Joseph the flame; but the house of Esau 
day you were as one of them. And you | shall be the stubble and will be devoured in | 
should not have looked on the day of your | flames, and no one of the house of Esau | 
brother, on the day of foreigners, and you | will survive,” for the Lord has spoken. - 

should not have rejoiced against the chil- 19 And those who dwell in the Negev shal 
dren of Judah in the day of their destruc- | inherit the mountain of Esau, and those 0f 


4-7 Obadiah proclaims the destruction of Edom as thorough and complete: whereas thieves steal only 
what they need or desire, and grape-gatherers leave gleanings behind (see Lv 19:9; 23:22), Edom wI be 
wholly and completely cast down. | 
8-11 Edom’s indictment for the slaughter and ungodliness committed against its brother Jacob is pr- 
marily centered on their failure to protect Israel from the foreigners who oppressed it, rather than any 
specific oppression on the part of the Edomites (though they were not entirely innocent in this reg? 
see v. 13). In failing to protect Israel, Edom incurred the guilt of a good undone, of a lack of fraterna! 
love and responsibility. Perhaps the severity of this crime gives rise to the fact that the judgment agè' 
Edom is here pronounced before the full indictment against the nation is proclaimed (it follows In 

vv. 12-14), rather than after as is usually the case in prophetic literature. 

12-14 This whole passage is stirringly anticipatory of Jesus’ parable of the sheep and goats 

(Mt 25:31-46) and His proclamation that actions done or left undone to the children of God are don? 
directly to Christ (Mt 25:40, 45), In addition to the historical events undoubtedly referred to In thesè 
verses, Edom is also taken up once again as a typification of sinful human attributes: lack of benen os 
lence and pleasure in another's misfortune (v. 12); passivity and the desire for profit from anothers 

(v. 13); the hindering of another's escape from undue persecution (v: 14). 

15-18 Those who would engage in acts such as those described in vv. 12-14 are reminded, as you 
have done, it shall be done to you—a connection between action and consequence that is _ 
maintained by Christ in His model prayer: “Forgive us our debts, / As we forgive our debtors’ le 
(Mt 6:12). The day of the Lord, that is, His judgment, will come upon all the nations. Such peop ® yt 
may rage in their pride and deceit (the likely meaning of so too shall all the nations drink wine) ate 
eventually they shall have their comeuppance and it will be as if they never existed. The faith’ of 
the Lord, however, shall be delivered and sanctified (v. 17), preserved even through the destru“ 
those hardened in sin (v. 18). ce i pi 
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the Sephelah the land of the Philistines. | captivity of Jerusalem as far as Ephratha 
They will inherit the mountain of Ephraim, | shall possess the cities of the Negev. “And 
the plains of Samaria and Benjamin, and | those who have been rescued shall ascend 
the land of Gilead.t For the captivity | from Mount Zion to exact vengeance on 
of the sons of Israel Shall possess the land | the mountain of Esau, and the kingdom 
of the Canaanite as far as Zarephath; the | shall be the Lord’s.t 

19, 20 This passage, which delineates the possessions of the land as they will be found after God's judg- 
ment of Edom, may well be an addition to the original prophetic oracle. The Greek text is confusing (as 
is the text in the Hebrew) as to the precise geographic extent of the lands delineated, but the general 
thrust of the proclamation is clear: Judah, oppressed by Edom and its allies, will inherit the land of its 
oppressors at their defeat. 

21 The final proclamation of the prophecy is hopeful both in a political sense, inasmuch as Judah shall 
exact vengeance on the mountain of Esau, and in a more eschatological sense: the divided people shall 
again be one (kingdom js in the singular), and rather than existing under the tumultuous leadership of 
judges or kings, the kingdom shall be the Lord's. 








aditiona lly, | 
condat to be the RN? He was an i hha 7 thie city of Gath | 
Hepher (4Kg 14:25) within the tribal borders of Zebulun, about five miles 
north of Nazareth. His name means’ ʻa dove.” ng arli ho notees Serene f { 
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ka te— Perhaps 784-772 BOH The experience of Jonah occurred during the 
reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel (790-750. BC). | 


me Or TT lerhe— The universal itty of God's mercy. The ‘compassion of the Le rd | 
is not limited to the Jews, but extends to all people, even to the enemies o F 
God's people. Jonah’s reluctance to carry out God’s command and his 
disappointment when God acts mercifully are a result of his narrow maki 
nationalism, shared with many | Jews of the postexilic period. _ 4 | 





of 


ack round—The only other historical reference to Jonah comes from 
> 4Kg 14:25, which mentions “fonah the son of Amittai, the prophet from 
Gath Hepher.” In the Orthodox Church's liturgical tradition, the Book of | 
Jonah is read in its entirety on Holy Saturday. The third-day deliverance of f Z| 
Jonah from the great fish is a foretaste of the third-day Resurrection of 
Christ. 
We sing, “Jonah was enclosed BGs not held fast in the belly of the wh 
for, serving as a figure of You, who were buried in the tomb, he leapt forth | 
from the monster as from a bridal chamber and he called out to the watchs 


O you who keep guard falsely and in vain, you have forsaken your own 
mercy.” 


Outline 


> L First Calling of Jonah (1;1—2:11) IL Second Calling of Jonah 8: (4 m 
A. Jonah’s disobedience (1;1-3) A. Jonah’s obedience (3:1—4) 
B. God’s judgment and rescue (1:4—16) B. Nineveh’s repentance (3: 5-10) 
C, Jonah’s prayer and deliverance (2:1-11) C, Jonah’s complaint (4: 1-3) 


JA D. God's rebuke (4: 4-11) 
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= Jonah Flees from the Lord e 

Now the word of the Lord came to 
Jonah the son of Amittai, Saying,t 
Arise and go to Nineveh, the great city, 
and preach in it; for the cry of her wicked- 
ness has come up to me.”t 3But Jonah rose 
up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 
the Lord. So he went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish, paid his 
fare, and boarded the ship to set sail with 
them to Iarshish, away from the presence 
of the Lord. 

‘But the Lord raised up a great wind 
upon the sea, and there came about a 
mighty tempest, and the ship was in danger 
of breaking up. °And the mariners were 
afraid and cried out, each one to his god. 


[021 


JONAH 2:3 


heaven, who made the sea and the dry 
land.”t "Then the men were exceedingly 
afraid and said to him, “What is this that 
you did?” For the men knew he was fleeing 
from the presence of the Lord, because he 
had told them. Then they said to him, 
“What should we do to you that the sea will 
calm itself for us?” For the sea continued to 
be tempestuous, and the waves rose up even 
higher. '2And Jonah said to them, “Take me 





-up and cast me into the sea, and the sea will 


grow calm for you, for I know this great 
tempest is upon you because of me.” 

And the men tried hard to return to the 
land, but were unable to do so, for the sea 
arose and grew even more tempestuous 
against them. !4Then they cried out to the 


And they cast out the cargo of the ship into | Lord and said, “Please, O Lord, do not let us 


the sea, attempting to lighten the ship. But 


| perish on account of this man’s life, nor 


Jonah had gone below into the hold of the bring righteous blood upon us; for you, 
ship, had gone to sleep, and was snoring.t | O Lord, have brought this about.”t 15So they 

‘The captain came to hini and said, “Why i took up Jonah and threw him into the sea, 
are you snoring? Get up and cail upon your and the sea ceased from its raging. And 


God, that your God may keep 
do not perish.” 7And each one said to his 
shipmate, “Come! Let us cast lots and find 
out on Whose account this calamity is upon 
us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. 


‘Then they said to him, “Tell us, what is | 4 


us safe so we | the men feared the Lord even more, 
and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and 
| vowed vows. 


æ Jonah’s Song of Thanksgiving «=> 


Now the Lord commanded a huge sea 
creature to swallow Jonah, and Jonah 


your occupation? Where do you come from | was in the belly of the sea creature three 
and from what country and people are | days and three nights.t 2And from the belly 
you?” 8And he said to them, “I ama servant | of the sea creature, Jonah prayed to the 
of the Lord, and I worship the Lord God of | Lord his God,t 3and said: 


1:1, 2 Jonah’s calling is set apart from that of the other prophets because he is commanded to preach | 
not to his own people, the Jews, but to the Ninevites. The Book of Jonah points to Christ's Great Com- ; 
Mission (Mt 28:19, 20) in four ways: (1) Arise and go to Nineveh parallels Christ's words, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations.” (2) Jonah’s deliverance from the belly of the whale foreshadows 
le baptism of which Christ speaks in the same passage: “baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” (3) Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh foreshadows the apostles’ preach- 
^g to the nations in obedience to Christ's command: “teaching them to observe all things that | have | 

“ommanded you.” (4) God's protection of Jonah is echoed in Christ's words, “and lo, | am with you al- 

“Ys, even to the end of the age.” | 

2 Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire. See Tb 14:4, 8; 3Mc 6:8. 

Hold means literally “belly,” as it is translated in 2:1, 3 (see note at 2:3). 

P M Christ and His disciples had a very similar experience on a boat in a storm (see text and note at 
24-26), | | 

1:9 In Jonah’s weaknesses we see our own fallen humanity, but as he turns towards God, we begin to 

~a figure of Christ emerge. To be called by His name, we must first become His servant. 

S 16 God's power in nature, combined with Jonah’s witness, persuade the sailors to convert to the 
i of Israel, Later. the Spirit's presence in Jonah will convince the Ninevites to repent and seek salva- 
wi >imilarly, God's presence in creation (Rom 1:20), combined with the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
21 Ty, Acts 2:38-41), draws men to God. f Christ's three-day sojourn in the “heart of th 
= ee days a ights is a prophetic type of Christ's three-day sojourn in the “heart of the » 
hh Sheo” erea oiy also nA, 1Pt 3:19; “He [Jesus] went and preached to the spirits in 
2 "Sheol or Gr, Hades)"). | eae 

| 3.7 Hic God . . . my God: The pronouns “his” and “my” emphasize a personal relationship with God. 
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“I cried out in my affliction to the Lord, 
my God, 
And He heard my voice: 
Out of the belly of Hades, You heard 
the cry of my voice.t 
You cast me into the depths of the 
heart of the sea, 
And rivers encompassed me; | 
All Your surging waters and Your 
waves passed over me. 
And I said, ‘I have been driven away 
from Your sight; 
Shall I again look with favor toward 
Your holy temple?’t 
Water is poured over me to my soul; 
The lowest depth encircled me; 
My head plunged into the clefts of the 
mountains. 
7 | descended into the earth, 
The bars of which arè evertasting 
barriers: | 
Yet let my life ascend from corruption, 
O Lord, my God. 
When my soul was failing from me, I 
remembered the Lord. 
May my prayer be brought to You, info 
Your holy temple. 
9 Those who follow vanity and lies 
forsake their own mercy. 
But with a voice of thanksgiving and 
praise, 

I will sacrifice to You. i 
As much as I vowed, I shall offer up to 
You, 

To You, the Lord of Deliverance.” 





2:3-10 Jonah’s prayer echoes the language and imagery of the Psalms. See especially Ps 17:5, 7; 30:23, 


41:8; 49:14; 68:2, 3; 119:1. 


2:3 Belly of Hades: The word translated “belly” can also be used to mean Jonana ana 
deliverance—first, out of the “belly of the ship” (1:5, 6) and now from the whale—'s a type eat ake 
deliverance from death and of spiritual rebirth in the waters of baptism. Just as Jonah’s rebirth © 
possible the repentance and salvation of the Ninevites, so 
possible our salvation. In the Old Testament, Hades (Heb. Sh IS e of all tf tie pasa 
of shadowy existence, of being cut off from the presence of God., It is used especially in RP action 
as a synonym for death. Hades held all the righteous dead before the crucifixion and Resurr | 


Christ. 


2:5, 6 To the Hebrews, the sea was a frightening place, full of chaos and death. To be ca 


was to sink down into Hades. See Ps 87:7,8. ° 70 1 


| | and | 
3:2 According to the message | previously spoke to you: A reminder to Jonah that the message 


mission had not changed. | 
3:5-9 In an amazing response to Jonah’s preaching, 
tance in the following ways: (1) By the ancient 


used for making grain bags. It was worn as 


volves both the heart and actions. 


| Bei OEY posts 
3:6 The king acted after the people. This was a spontaneous, popular movement, not Me 


crown but inspired by the Holy Spirit. 


1O22 





the Ninevites show us the true mea 
practice of fasting, Impliec Pata 
rina sackcloth and ashes. Sackcloth was a rough, uncomfortable cloth made of goat +! 
yep a sign of mourning (see Gn 37:34; Est 
Mt 11:21). Putting ashes on one's head also symbolized mourning or repentance 
Jer ae By prayer. (4) By changing their behavior, True repentance is not just 





Then the Lord commanded the > 
creature, and it cast up Jonah o 4 
land. T? mG the dy 


s The Repentance of Nineveh s. 


Now the word of the Lord came y! 
Jonah a second time, Saying, 2 t 
and go to Nineveh, the great city 
preach there according to the Message 
previously spoke to you.”' 3S0 Jonah aroe 
and went to Nineveh, just as the Lon 
spoke. Nineveh was an exceedingly grey 
| city to God, a journey of about three day 
‘And Jonah began to enter into the cit 
going a day’s journey, where he proclaime, 
| and said, “Yet three days and Nineveh shal 
be overthrown.” oe 
‘And the men of Nineveh believed God | 
| They proclaimed a fast and put on sack 
| cloth, from the greatest of them to the 
| jeast.t “Then the word came to the king of 
| Nineveh; and he arose from his throne, te 
| moved his robe, and put on sackcloth, and | 
sat upon ashes.t 7And it was proclaimed 
_and spoken in Nineveh by the king and} 
i his great men, saying, “Let not the men 
catile, oxen, or sheep taste anything, eal, 0t | 
| drink water.” §So the men and the cattle 
were clothed with sackcloth, and they cre 
out fervently to God; and they each turned | 
back from their evil ways and from the | 
wrongdoings of their hands, saying, “Wi 


| knows if God shall have a change of healt 


and turn from His fierce anger, he 
should not perish?” '’And God saw tt 


















“Womb.” Jonah’s _ 


aad make 
our Lord's Resurrection from the dead j? 
Sheol) was the place of all the dead, a P% 


st into the s® 


ning of repe" 
tha 
4:3; 1Mc 2:14 gs 


(see 2Kg 13:12 iy 
feeling sory © 


ce by 


which implied a total fast: (2 
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works, that they turned from their evil | up over the head of Jonah to be a shade 
ways. And God hada change of heart about | over his head, to shield him from his dis- 
the evil which He said He would do to | comforts. Jonah rejoiced with great joy be- 
them, and He did not do it. cause of the gourd. 7But early the next 
morning, God commanded a worm, and it 
smote the gourd, and the gourd withered 
up. §And when the sun rose, God com- 
4 But Jonah was deeply grieved and was | manded a burning east wind; and the sun 
troubled.t So he prayed to the Lord and | beat down on the head of Jonah, and he 
said, “O Lord, were these not my words | grew faint and despaired of his life: And he 
when I was yet in my land? Therefore I saw | said, “It is better for me to die than to live” 
the need to flee to Tarshish; because I knew | 9Then God said to Jonah, “Are you exceed- 
You to be compassionate and merciful, long- | ingly grieved on. account, of the gourd?” 
suffering and abundant in mercy, and will- | And he said, “I am exceedingly grieved, 
ing to change your heart concerning evils. | even unto death.” And the Lord said, “You 
3And now, Master, Lord, take my life from | took pity on the gourd, for which you did 

| 

| 
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“a Jonah Is Grieved by the Lord’s 
Compassion = 


me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” | not labor, nor did you make it grow, which 

4And the Lord said to Jonah. “Are you ex- | came up during the night and perished be- 
ceedingly grieved?”! °Then Jonah went out | fore the next night. And shall I Myself not 
of the city and seatea hinself opposite it. | take pity upon Nineveh, the great city, in 
There he made for himself a tent and sat | which dwell more than one hundred and 
under its shade, until he might observe | twenty thousand people who do not know 
what would happen to the city. "And the | either their right hand or their left—and 
Lord God commanded.:a gourd, and it came | many livestock?”t 





4:1-7 Once again, Jonah’s weakness controls him. Here Jonah’s excessive nationalism is expressed in his 
disappointment at God's mercy. He knew God's character, and anticipated what would happen; yet, like 
the proud brother in the story of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11-32), he hoped to see the Ninevites 
destroyed. “After all,” he might have said, “why would God want to save foreigners?” The gourd that 
s damaged by the worm is an icon of this attitude, which is personified in the unbelievers who allow 
pride and jealousy at the salvation of others to enter their hearts. Many like these will put Christ to 
death, thus bringing about their own destruction. | 
44 The Lord's question to Jonah is rhetorical and a rebuke. The tone of the Greek implies that, in fact, 
lonah does not have the right to feel the way he does. | | 
4:11 The people of the nations live in spiritual darkness until the light of the gospel is brought to them 
3 GOd’s messengers: the apostles, preachers, and all the faithful, who bear equal responsibility to 
Make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). And many livestock: The Lord's compassion extends to all He 
* created, including the animals. 








| Aut hor— The prophet Nahum (commemorated December 1). His name . 
means “consolation.” He was from the tribe of Simeon and a contemporary 
of the prophets Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk. ~ f hE 

(the fall of Thebes) and 612 BC (the fall of Nineveh) 





eDat e— Between 663 BC 

~ Major Thieme Gods judement and the destruction of Nineveh (capital ofthe 

SS Assyrian Empire) for its idolatry, oppression, cruelty, and wickeantss JE 
will prevail. God is the Lord of history a 
are in-His hands. Christ is teveaied as the O 





proclaims peace (2:1). | | 
c Bac k youn d—The Assyrians had invaded Israel and Judah several times in 
S, the eighth and seventh centuries BC. They were ruthless and cruel to teag 
conquered peoples, deporting them to other lands and bringing in foreignes 

to mingle with the few Jews who were left. The prophet Jonah was sent by 
God to preach to the inhabitants of Nineveh during this time, and they fe 
repented. However, within a few generations the evil and wickedness of the! 
forefathers returned, and the city was at its zenith of power and wickedness 
when the prophet Nahum prophesied its destruction: t ave ea . 


Outline 












~ B.The city’s desolation and former glory ’ 





>I. Nahum Receives the Prophecy (1:1) 
II. The Lord Is Nineveh’s Judge (1:2-14) contrasted (2:10-14) 
A. The Lord’ vengeance, power, and IV. Nineveh’s Total Destruction (3:1-19) 
goodness (1:2-8) A. The sins of Nineveh (3:1-7) w 
B. Nineveh’s overthrow and Judah’s peace B. Nineveh compared with Egypt ma 
(1:9-14) | C. The city’s doom in spite of wealth a"! 
III. The Judgment of Nineveh (2:1-14) strength (3:11-19) i 


A. Description of the siege and capture of 
the city (2:1-9) 
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a. 





s The Lord Judges His Enemies 7 Lord takes vengeance on His @ eT 
The burden against Nineveh. The book | and drives out His enemies. ~ “ihe 

of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.t | patient and His power is greal, be 
2God is jealous, and the Lord is an | will not acquit the guilty. His W& |, 
avenger; the Lord is avenging with fury; the | struction and in a whirlwind; the le 
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is seen as an icon of sinful humanity. The "good tidings” (2:1) of the gospel turn the hea fDi | 
away from idolatry (1:14—2:2); while the fire of the Holy Spirit (2:5) and cleansing inthe WS" | 
tism (2:7-9) destroy demonic powers, purging and renewing the repentant heart. wae 
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the dust of His feet.t 4He threatens the sea 
and makes it dry, and he dries up all the 
rivers. Bashan and Carmel have dimin- | 
ished, and the flowers of Lebanon have | 
died out.t "By Him the mountains are 
shaken and the hills quake, and the earth 
heaves at His presence—the whole earth 
and all who dwell in it. °Who can stand be- 
fore His wrath? Who can withstand the 
fierceness Of His anger? His fury melts | 
away ruling powers, and He shatters the 
rocks into pieces. 

The Lord is merciful to those who wait 
on Him in the day of affliction, and He 
knows those who reverence Him. 8For with 
an overwhelming flood He shall make an 
end to those rising up, and darkness will 
pursue His enemies.* What do you plot 
against the Lord? He shall bring about a 
complete end to it; He will not twice punish 
with affliction for the same thing, for the 
enemy shall be laid bare even to the foun- 
dations, and consumed as twisted yew, 
even as fully dried stubble. 

From out of you shail come forth a plot 
against the Lord, counseling things hostile 
to Him. Thus says the Lord who rules 
over many waters: “In the same manner 
you will be torn apart, and the report of 















your god. I shall dig your grave, and that 
quickly!” 


~=. The Judgment of Nineveh 7- 


Behold, on the mountains the feet of 
him that brings good tidings and pro- 
claims peace. O Judah, celebrate your 
feasts, pay your vows; for in no way shall 
they pass through you as one who is 
beaten. He is completely destroyed; he has 
been removed.t 2The one being delivered 
from affliction has come up breathing in 
your presence. Watch the road, gird your 
joins, and be valiant in your strength! 
3For the Lord has turned away the pride 
of Jacob, just as He did the pride of Israel, 
for the Shakers have shaken them off and 
completely destroyed their branches. 4The 
weapons of their power from men—mock- 
ing mighty men with fire, the reins of their 
chariots in the day of their readiness, and 
their horsemen—shall be thrown into a 
state of confusion “in the streets, and the 
chariots shall clash and become entangled 
with one another in the broad roads. Their 
appearance is as torches of fire and flash- 
ing lightning.t And their great men will be 
remembered, and they will flee by day. 
They will be weak as they go on their way; 
you will no longer be heard. And now I | they will hasten to the walls, and they will 
Will break his rod from off you, and I will | prepare their advance defenses.* 
break your bonds.” !4The Lord shall Him- "The gates of the rivers have been 
self give a command concerning you: | opened, and the palaces have fallen into 
‘Your name shall be perpetuated no | ruin, ŝand the foundation has been ex- 
longer. I will utterly destroy the graven | posed. She has gone up, and her bond- 
and molten images out of the house of | women were led away as doves moaning in 


SN ee 


1:3 The Church teaches concerning Holy Confession that unless one is sincerely repentant, the priest's 
Prayer for absolution is meaningless and ineffective. 

1:3-5 This Old Testament imagery of the earthquake (also see 1Kg 4:5; 3Kg 19:11; Ps 103:32) was ful- 
filled ultimately at the Crucifixion (Mt 27:51). Clouds symbolize the Holy Spirit (see Ex 13:21, 22; 

24:12-18 and notes). A cloud was at Christ's feet at His Transfiguration (Lk 9:34); and He Himself says He 
will come again in a cloud (Lk 21:27). 

1:4 He threatens the sea and makes it dry: At the Great Blessing of Water on Theophany we sing, “The 
Waters saw You, O God: the waters saw You and were afraid. The Jordan turned back, seeing the fire of 
the Godhead descending bodily and entering its stream. The Jordan turned back, beholding the Holy 
iri coming down in the form of a dove and flying about You, The Jordan turned back, seeing the 
visible made visible. the Creator made flesh, the Master in the form of a servant. The Jordan turned 
s and the mountains skipped, looking upon God in the flesh; and the clouds gave voice, marveling 

t Him who has come, the Light of Light, true God of true God." 
10 The overwhelming flood is fulfilled in baptism. 
oh The good tidings are the gospel of peace, preached by the apostles, See Rom 10:15. 

| '3 As torches of fire: See Jdg 7:16. The specter of the universal ravager, fire, is invoked to suggest an 


2; m of total destruction. 
Di n Ineveh was situated on the Tigris 
Would po note that the city was destroye 
Enemies led away by those who capture 
in the waters of baptism. 


and Khoser Rivers, and ancient sources such as Xenophon and 
d by flooding. Nineveh worshipped the goddess Ishtar, which 
d the city, This passage also points to the destruction of God's 


— e Se Sa a rar? he 


NAHUM 2:9 


their hearts. bande as tor Nineveh, her wa- 
ters are aS a pool of water, and fleeing 
away, they did not stand; there was no one 
paying attention. 


\0They were plundering the silver, they 
were plundering the gold—and there was 


no end of her treasures; they have been 
weighed down by all her precious things. 
"There is thrusting, shaking, and tumult, 
and breaking of hearts and weakening of 


knees, agony in every loin, and the face of- 


each one appearing as the blackening of a 
pot.t 

l2Where is the dwelling: place of the lions 
and the feeding place for her cubs? Where 
did the lion go, that the lion’s cub should go 
where there is none to scare him away? 
The lion carried off sufficient prey for his 
cubs, and he strangled prey for his lions 
and: filled-his: lair with prey, even: his 
dwelling-place of. plunder: }4“Behold, | am 
against you,” says the Lord Almighty; “I 
shall burn up your multitude in smoke, and 
the sword will devour vour lions. I shall -ut- 
terly destroy your prev from the land, and 
your deeds.shall never again be heard.”t 


= The Wickedness of Nineveh 7 

O city of blood, totally false and full of 

unrighteousness: the prey will not be 
touched. “The cracking of whips and the 
sound of rumbling wheels, the galloping 


horses and bounding chariots, cavalrymen 


in full charge with the glistening of swords 
and the glittering of weapons, a multitude 
of wounded and of heavy falling; and there 
was no end to her nations, but they will be 
weak in their bodies ‘because of the abun- 
dance of sexual immorality. She is a prosti- 
tute who is cultured and pleasing, skilled in 
the art of sorcery, selling the nations with 
her..sexual immorality and the people by 
her sorceries.t 


“Behold, I am against you,” says the Lord . 


God Almighty. “I shall uncover your back- 
side in your presence, and | shall make 


disgrace to the kingdoms. “I shall cast abom- 
inable filth upon you according to your un- 





Amon, the one dwelling by the rivers y 
the river round about her, whose domi, 


Libyans became her helper. “And a 
yourself a place of refuge from your em 


mies. !2All your strongholds are as fig tea 
having a watchman: if shaken, they will fd 


the locust has attacked and flown awit 
VAs a grasshopper, your crowd ¢ 


| | tion. Your wound is festering. 
known your shame to the nations and your | 





2:11 A picture of the few terrified survivors, looking sadly on the ruins of their once-magnificent | 
2:14 The power of the lions, which represent the enemies of God, would be destroyed by the M 





cleanness, and I alie cause you to be 
lic example. 7And it will be at a hea 
you will turn away from yoy ; 
‘Wretched Nineveh, who shall lame 
Where shall I seek consolation fora y 
8Prepare yourself a portion, tune | 
string of the lyre, and prepare a portione 


i 
i 
is the sea and the water her walls. Ethie. 
is her strength, and Egypt as well, a 
there is no limit to her flight, and 


| 


-3 


go into captivity as a prisoner, and theyyy 
dash her infants to the ground at the heat 
of all the streets; they will cast lots overa 
her splendid things, and all her nobles Wi 
be bound in chains. !!And you will becom 
drunk and be disregarded. You will seek fr 


into the mouth of the eater! '3Behold, yur 
people are as women among you. The galt 
of your land shall be wide open to youre 
emies, and fire will destroy the bars ba | 
gates. E 
l4Draw water for the siege and foti 
your strongholds. Trample the clay al 
tread it with straw; make it stronger ht 
brick. !5There the fire will devour you a 
the sword will utterly destroy you. It 
devour you as a locust, and you will be 
pressed as a locust. !6You have m multipl 
your commerce beyond the stars of 





Kor 
breeds has suddenly left, as @ "as 
perched on a hedge on a frosty mo! a 
the sun rises and it flies away. It doe’ 
know its place. Woe to them! '’Your ™ 
herds slumber; the king of AS 
nobles to rest; your people depart 
mountains, and there was no one son 
them. There is no healing your dest 


All h 
hearing the news of you shall Cab Sii 
hands over you, for upon whom nas | 
your wickedness passed continually“ 











aun 


powerful sword of the Spirit, “for all who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Mt 26:52). A 


3:4-7 The final ludament against the great harlot an mage of all that is ae is found ir in Revi p F 
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Author- The DRPREE Habakkuk oh ROT December 2). Some | | 
traditions tell us he was the $ son of Sapnat, of the tribe of Simeon, — 
prophesying in Judah six hundred years before Christ, in the time of King 


Manasseh. This would make him’ å contemporary of the Prophets Nahum, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, and. Zephaniah. arara dir ants 


-Da te-About 605 Be, during the eae and collapse of the Southern 
cae of Judah coe 7586 BC) and Before t the arrival of the ponei in 
Palestine. R, A aea Rigs 


Maj or The mez Th IF wp evil. eau aeonizes in. his er that 
` wickedness, strife, and Oppression) are rampant, in Judah, Dae God: seemingly 
does nothing about it. His perplexity intensifies when hë learns God will 
judge Judah by the hands of the Babylonians, who are more wicked and — 
ruthless than those being j ju dged! In the end, he learns to rest and trust in 
God’ dealings with His c reation. ) | 
Our Lord Jesus Christ-is prophesied i in this book as the Lord i in, His is holy F 
temple (2:20) and the One who 'comies from afar'to’ visit His People with | 
salvation (3:3—quoted in the, hyrans of the Royal Hours of the Nativity). au 


se 
eT, 





Back round—Our Orthodox tradition, states that this same prophet was. 

5 indeed the one who was miraculously transported to Babylon and who» 
visited and ministered to Daniel the Prophet in the lions’ den (Bel and the 
Serpent 33-37). Habakkuk entered into rest in great old age, and his Benes 
were discovered during the teign of Theodosius the Great i in the fourth | 
century. 

The prophecy is set against the backdrop | of the: approaching Babylonians, 
who destroyed Jerusalem in 587 Bc. The ‘people of Judah were living 3 nets 
wealth and luxury, and the society was showing signs of rot and collapse. The 
rich were unjust and greedy, disregarding. the needs of the poor, the widows = 












or the orphans. The judges w were aientizely corrupt. at ONG TIPON | pesoi me 
fh ‘wont © T ri : i POUT Lees RAI i Ay ; AG OWL TC 
‘L Introduction (1:1) | re V. God's Naa 2: 2-20) : es toy 
i Habakkuk’s First Outcry to God (1: Oe T a A, Woe to the greedy man a SNA 
v God's R esponse (1:5-11) B Woe to the violent and Hoodia man . 
Dakkuk’s Second Complaint to vere (2: 12-17) fail iw 
(I;12—. 1) | CE, Woe to him who trusts in idols 
sae nlna arole: NEIND h 


| DA The ase of Habakkuk 6: mia | Ney re 












MABDARKUK RI — 1028 
] The burden which the prophet Habak- | than leopards, and they are more = 
kuk saw.t than the wolves of Arabia. Hig hor liere 


5 The Prophet Complains of Injustice s a A tehy wa Spread o; 
sah | eagle g 


“How long, O Lord, shall I cry out to You, | ger for its food. 9 aoe Gg, 
and You will not hear me? Being wronged I een pre naodly opposing thalta Me 
cry out to You; You will not save.t 3Why | from the opposite side, and like g /ANCeg 
have You shown me hardship and suffering, | he gather the captivity.t And he sie Will 
to look upon misery and ungodliness? | in kings, and princes will be his ol m reve 
Judgment is before me, and the judge takes | he shall mock every fortified city Vthing 
bribes. ‘Therefore the law is disregarded | up a siege mound and capture it The Dut 
and justice is done ineffectually, for the un- | will change his spirit, and he will. he 
godly oppress the righteous; therefore jus- | through and he will make an atone 
tice shall go forth perverted. saying, ‘This strength is from my aie 


<=. The Lord Answers «=> = A Further Complaint of Injustice s 


*“Behold, you scoffers, take notice; look i2Are You not from everlasting, O Lor 
and be amazed and be gone, for I am work- | God, my Holy One? O Lord, surely we ‘en 
ing a work in your days which you would | not die. O Lord, You have ordered it for 
not believe even if someone told it to you.t | judgment; He has formed me to reprove for 
°For behold, I am raising up against you the | His instruction. His eye is too pure to see 
Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty nation that | evil, and You are not able to look upon af. 
marches through the breadth of the earth | fliction. Why then do You pay attention to 
to take possession of dwellings that are not | those who scoff and keep silence when the 
theirs. ‘He is terrible and awesome. His | ungodly swallow up the Just? “And will 
judgment and dignity proceeds from him- | you make men to be like the fish of the sea 
selft 8Their horses bound more swiftly | and as the reptiles with no one leading 
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1:1 Prophets frequently describe prophetic cracies as “burdens” (Heb. massa |: “burden, carrying” and 
massa |l: “pronouncement, prophecy,” both deriving from a verbal root nasa, “to carry") from the Lord, 
possibly because the oracles nearly always spel! out heavy judgment from God (Jer 23:33). In contrast, 
Jesus describes his burden as “light” (Mt 11:36). John says that because of all God's love has done for us, 
keeping His commandments is not burdensome (1Jn 5:3). 

1:2 Habakkuk laments the seeming silence of God in response to the rampant injustice and violence in 
the nation. When God reveals to Habakkuk the horrors in Judean society from His point of view, the 
prophet is horrified. He cries for God to act, but there is no answer from God. “How long?” is a familiar 
refrain among the Old Testament prophets (Zec 1:12) and the psalmists (Ps 12:1) when God appears 
silent, remote, and powerless (Is 63:15). God hates violence on the earth and will judge severely the 
cruel treatment of humans by other humans (Gn 6:5-7; Ps 10:6; Rev 6:10). 

1:5 God frequently responds to humans in surprising ways. But God's “answer” to Habakkuk’s lament í$ 
beyond belief. 

1:7 The Chaldean standard for judgment is not God's righteous law, but their own purposes of 
conquest. Despite their evil, God can still use ungodly people and sometimes unwilling servants to ac 
complish His purposes, as in the cases of Pharaoh, Balaam, and Judas. 3 
1:9 Violence will be punished with violence. God will use the Chaldeans to inflict punishment upon the 
evildoers of Judah. Israel's history showed that God was willing to use other nations to punish israel. 
The cycle of Israel's covenant unfaithfulness, punishment, repentance, and subsequent restoration 5 
amply described in Judges and 3 & 4 Kingdoms. What is new and surprising to Habakkuk is the extent 
of Judah's punishment, for God hints at their exile and utter destruction as a nation. The nation 0 Ju- 
dah falsely believed that their fickle repentance (Hos 6:1-3) as well as God's covenant with David an 
the presence of the temple in Jerusalem would protect them forever (Jer 7:3) from God's unrelenting 
anger. They were sadly mistaken. 

1:11 In a moment of self-recognition, even the godless Chaldeans realize they are not a la 
selves. Although they are the vessels of God’s wrath upon Judah, they are still answerable to G 
their crimes against humanity. 

1:12 With surprising boldness, Habakkuk questions God's judgment. Here Habakkuk is li 
biblical prophets: Abraham (Gn 18:23ff.), Moses (Ex 32:11ff.), Jeremiah (20:7), or Amos ( 
out the Bible, men and women wrestle mightily with God and His will, like Jacob with God 
Jabbok (Gn 32:22), 
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5He has brought up destruction 
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| with a fishhook, drawn it with his casting 


| net, and gathered it in his dragnets. Be- 


| cause of this he will be glad, and his heart 


will rejoice. "On account of this he will 


sacrifice to his dragnet and burn incense to 


his casting net. For by them he has en- 
“ched his portion, and his foods are choice. 
Therefore, he will throw out his casting 


| net, and he will not spare to kill all the na- 
| tions. 


« The Lord Answers the Prophet’s 
Complaints => 
| will stand on my watch, mounted 
upon the rock, and see what He shall 


| say to me, and what might I answer when | 
| am reproved?t 


2And the Lord answered me and said, 
‘Write the vision distinctly upon a tablet. 


| that he who reads it may flee.t 3For the vi- 


sion is yet for an appointed time, and it will 


| come up at the end, and it will not be in 


vain; if he should tarry, wait for him, for he 
will surely come, and he will not tarry.t 

“If any man should shrink back, My; soul 
will not be well pleased in him: but the 
nghteous shall live by My faitn t 5But the 


„È  HABAKKUK 2:14 
himself all the nations and will take to him- 
self all the peoples.t Shall not all these 
take up a parable against him and a 
proverb for his history? And they shall say, 
‘Woe to him who multiplies to himself pos- 
sessions which are not his. How long will 
this continue? And who heavily presses 





down his yoke?’t 7For suddenly those biting 


at him shall rise up, and they who plot 
against you will sober up, and you shall be 
as plunder to them. 8Because you have 
plundered many nations, all the people 
who remain shall plunder you, because of 


the men’s blood and the sins of the land, 


and of the city and all who dwell in it. 
Woe to him who takes advantage of 
evil gain for his own house, so that he may 
set his nest on high, that he may be deliv- 
ered from the hand of evil. "You counseled 
shame to your house, and you wiped out 
many peoples, and your soul sinned:t 
''Therefore, the stones will cry out from 


the wall, and the beetle will speak out of 


wood,t 

“Woe to him who builds-a city with 
bloodshed, who establishes a city by wrong- 
doing. Are- not these things from the Lord 
Almighty? And many a people have utterly 


one who is drunk and the scoffer, the man perished in fire, and many nations have 
who boasts, shall accomplish nothing: he | been disheartened. !4For the earth shall be 
widened his soul as the grave, and as death | filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
he is never satisfied, and he will gather to | Lord; it shall cover them as water.t 


| 1:14 Habakkuk complains that the Chaldeans, God's chosen vessels, show absolutely no respect for hu- 
| man dignity, 
| 24 Despite his questions, Habakkuk displays his stubborn faith in God's ultimate purposes. While waiting 


| 24 Against 


or what surely will be God’s reprimand, Habakkuk is already marshaling his strength to answer back. 

2 Habakkuk hears and sees God's response (1:1)! God's answer must be written so clearly that its read- 

“scan take immediate action. 

2:3, 4 During tumultuous times, God first commands Habakkuk to wait patiently for His vision to arrive, 

“Espite all contrary appearances or delays. Heb 10:37, 38 quotes these verses from Habakkuk to exhort 
“arers to endure suffering boldly as we await the fulfillment of God’s promises. 


those Judaizing Christians who wanted to bind the entire Law (particularly circumcision) 


Ipon Gentile converts, Paul quotes Habakkuk to show that we are justified by faith, not by the works 


| ofthe Law (Gal 3:11: Rom 1:17). 


: Pr ide is the fountain of all vices. In the following verses, Habakkuk describes the profile of the arro- 
zant "dividual with whom God is not pleased (2:4). His increasingly ravenous appetites are indeed hell- 


| 3nd deadly, 





| ny 


The Bible warns that the arrogant man will surely be destroyed for his evil. 

"9 Man has a relentless hunger for material gain, which he thinks will insulate him from misfortune; but 
6s false security. This deluded quest for self-sufficiency is described elsewhere as virtual atheism 

9). The yield is not security but death and destruction. There is no security other than in God. 

2 Whi | all ire building, the truth of God's ultimate judgment over th 

rai lle the powerful engage in empire building, juag e 

‘ia 5 known by ite smallest aaa the numerically insignificant. The city built by bloodshed and con- - 

B will ultimately be destroyed, Only the city built with righteousness will endure. © 

hosa. Where, Hosea describes the fundamental human problem as lack of knowledge of God 

Ror i ea This ignorance unfortunately is self-inflicted because men suppress the truth about God 





And the earth was full of His praise,t 
4. His brightness will be like the light. 
Horns will be in His hand, 
And He established a mighty love of 
His strength.t 
5 Before His face a word will go forth; 
It will go out by the shoes of His feet, 
6 The earth stood and was shaken to 


toxicating drink to his neighbor, that he | 
might look upon his private parts. '®Drink 
to the fullness of the dishonor of your glory. 
Quake and tremble! The cup in the right 
hand of the Lord has surrounded you, and 
it has gathered disgrace upon your glory.t 
lFor the ungodliness of Lebanon shall 
cover you, and the distress of wild beasts 


will terrify you, because of the blood of and fro; 
men and the ungodliness of the land and all He looked and the nations melted 
who dwell in it. away. 

i8“What benefit is a graven image, since The mountains were shattered by 
men carve it? They have formed it into a force; 


The everlasting hills wasted away. 
7 In the place of distresses, I saw His 
eternal ways. 
The tents of the Ethiopians will be 
dismayed, 
Even the tents of the land of Midian. 


molten image, a false image. For the one | 
who made the thing trusts in that which is | 
formed by him, to make idols that cannot 
speak. 

I8*Woe to him saying to the wood, 
‘Awake and rise up, and to the dumb stone, | 
‘Be exalted.’ It is a merely a fantasy, being s 
but a hammered piexe of gold and silver. |8 Were you angry, O Lord, with the 





There is‘n6 living wreath in it at all. But rivers? | 
the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the Or was Your wrath against the rivers, 
earth be reverent before Him.”t Or was Your fury against the sea, 


That You will mount on Your horses, 
And Your chariot is salvation? 
°° “You will stretch your bow against 
scepters,” says the Lord. Pause. 


= The Prophet's Prayer = 
- The prayer of the prophet Habakkuk, 
with an ode. i 
2° Jord. I have heard Your report and 


was afraid; The land of rivers shall be torn 


I considered Your works and was asunder. 3 pi 
greatly astonished. 10 Many peoples will see you and be in 
travail, 


You shall be known between the two 
living creatures; 

In the approaching years You shall be 
acknowledged; 

You will be revealed when the time 
comes. 

When my soul is troubled, 

You will in wrath remember 


Dispersing waters from its course. 
The abyss uttered its voice; 
Raising its form on high. 


| The sun arose, and the moon stood in 
its course; < | 
At the light of Your arrows they went 





mercy.! PEA TOrEN ne j 
At the flashing. of Your gleaming 
3 God will come from Teman, weapons. | | 
The Holy One from the mount of 2 You will bring low the land with 
7 threatening; 


shaded leafy trees. Pause. 


2:16 The proud man, for his debauchery and violence, will ultimately drink the wine of God's wrath. 
The Book of Revelation describes the eschatological judgment upon the “great Babylon” in terms of 
God giving her to drink of “the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath” (Rev, 1 6:19). 

2:20 The mystery of God is best honored with silence. When God revealed Himself out of the 
whirlwind, Job too was found speechless (Job 40:5; 42:3). | 

3:2 St Augustine believes the two. living creatures are either the two testaments, the two thieves, OF 
Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

3:3 This verse is quoted in Orthodox hymnology (in the Festal Menaion) on the Entry o 
Theotokos into the Temple (Nov. 21) and on Christmas. | 

3:4 Augustine believes this verse refers plainly to Jesus. 


f the Most Holy 


His excellence covered the heavens, 





z will break the nations in wrath. 





you went forth for the salvation of 
Your people, 

To save Your anointed ones. 

you brought death upon the heads of 
the lawless; 

you brought bonds upon their neck. 
Pause. 


you cut off the heads of rulers in 
amazement; 

They shall tremble in it. 

They will break their bridles 

Like a poor man eating secretly. 

you ran your horses into the sea, 

Churning up the many waters. 


I kept watch, and my belly trembled 
From the sound of the prayer of my 
lips; 


IOS 
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And trembling penetrated into my 
bones. 

And my very frame of mind was 
troubled. 

I shall rest in the day of tribulation 

To go up to the people of my sojourn. 


For though the fig tree will not bear 
fruit 

And there be no grapes on the vines; 

The labor of the olive tree fail 

And the fields yield no food; 


‘Though the sheep have no pasture 


And there be no oxen in the cribs; 


~ Yet I will glory in the Lord: 


I will rejoice in God my Savior. 
The Lord God is my strength; 


‘He will direct my feet to the end; 


He will set me upon high places, 
So to conquer by His song. 
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Author- The prophet Zephaniah Ammen onted December 3), from the 
tribe of Simeon. His name can be rendered “God has hidden.” It appears he 
was of royal blood, tracing his ancestry back to King Hezekiah hues gos BC), 
and. he was a resident of Jerusalem (it 4). ; | 





eee f Gr “About 627-625 BC. The holy prophet Zephaniah prophesied during 
the reign of King Josiah (1: 1), who reigned in Judah from 640 to 609 Bc. He 
was a contemporary | of the prophets Jeremiah, Nahum, and Habakkuk. 


ee ajor T TI heme~] udgment and pee on Judah. ` 


= Ta aa 


perilous are Sa ug. Durise the iene reign y Mina 696-642 a 
the religion and morality of Judah had been brought to an all-time low. The 
people practiced Baal worship, worship of the stars, and even human 
sacrifice, probably to please their Assyrian overlords. However, in the eyes of 
the holy prophet, these prac were olan less than unbridled 
wickedness. 

Manasseh repented of his NEN (2Chr 33:12); however, his son Amon 
did not, and the people continued their pagan practices. When Josiah came 
to the throne in 640 BC, there were many who yearned for a return to the 
God of the fathers and were ready both to hear Zephaniah’s message and to 
follow King Josiah in his zeal for reform. 


Outline 






= L Author and Setting of the Bropiieey (1:1) III. Judgment of the Nations (2:4—3:8) 
I. Judgment of Judah: The Day of the Lord A. Philistia (2:4-7) 
(1:223) B. Moab (2:8-11) 
A. Judah’s idolatry and destruction (1: 2—6) C: Piopi (2:12) 
B. Officials and royalty punished (1:7-9) D. Assyria (2:13-15) 
C. Merchants and complacent judged E. Jerusalem (3:1-8) 
(1:10-13) IV, Redemption and Restoration of Zion 
The Day of the Lord is at hand (3:9-20) 
k CDa A. The righteous remnant (3: 9—13) 


B. Rejoicing in Zion (3:14-20) 
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J [Ose _ZEPHANIAH 2:7 
eee: The Great and Terrible Day good, nor shall He do any harm.’t And 
of the Lord «= their power will be for plundering and their 


e word of the Lord which came to | houses for complete destruction. And they 
_ Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of | will build houses, but will not live in them; 
the son of Amariah, the son of | and they will plant vineyards, but will not 
yezekiah, in the days of Josiah son of Amon, | drink of their wine. 
h.t i4“For the great day of the Lord is near. It 
«Let all things be totally consumed from | is near and quick. The sound of the day of 
he face of the earth,” says the Lord. *“Let | the Lord is bitter and harsh. °A mighty day 
man and cattle cease. Let the birds of the | of wrath has been appointed: a day of af- 
ir and the fish of the sea be consumed. I | fliction and distress, a day of unseasonable 
shall drive mankind from the face of the | happenings and destruction, a day of 
jand,” says the Lord. 4“I shall stretch out gloom and darkness, a day of cloud and va- 
vy hand against Judah and against all the | por, !ŝa day of the trumpet and shouting 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. And I shall re- | against the fortified cities and the high tow- 
move the names of Baal from this place | ers. I will greatly afflict the men, and they 
and the names of the priests— “those who | will walk as blind men, for they sinned 
worship the host of heaven on the house- | against the Lord; and He shall pour out 
tops and who swear Oaths by the Lord and | their blood as dust and their flesh as dung. 
who swear Oaths by their king— ‘those | !8Their silver and gold shall not be able to 
who turn away from the Lord, neither seek- | deliver them in the day of the wrath of the 
ing the Lord nor holding steadfastly to | Lord, but the whole land shall be consumed 
im. by the fire of His zeal; for He will bring 
“Fear before the presence of the Lord | about a speedy end to all those who dwell 
God, for the day of the Lord is at hand. The | in the land. 
Lord has prepared His sacrifice; He has- | 
sanctified His guests. 8And it shali be inthe | .. ~ Judgment against the Nations 7> 
day of the Lord’s sacrifice that i shall take | J “O untaught nation, be gathered to- 
vengeance on the princes and on the king’s gether and united to one another, *be- 
house, and upon all clothed with strange | fore you become like a flower that passes 
garments. 2And I. will openly. take | away, before the anger of the Lord comes 
vengeance upon all those in the gates in | upon you, before the day of the wrath of the 
that day, on those who fill the house of the | Lord comes upon you! *Seek the Lord, all 
lord their God with ungodliness and de- | you humble of the earth. Bring about jus- 
cet, | tice, seek righteousness, and give answer to 
“And in that day,” says the Lord, “there | these things, so you may be sheltered in the 
will be from the gate the sound of shouting | day of the Lord’s wrath. 
tom men killing. and a wailing from the | ‘For Gaza shall be for pillaging, and 
cond gate along with a great destruction | Ashkelon shall be for extermination. Ash- 
fom the hills. !'Mourn, those of you | dod shall be driven out at midday, and 
Welling here, being cut down in pieces; for | Ekron shall be uprooted. °Woe to those 
all the Deople are like Canaan. All those ex- | dwelling on the seacoast, neighbors of the 
ng in silver are utterly destroyed, Cretans; O Canaan, land of the Philistines, 
hat And it shall come to pass in that day | the word of the Lord is against you, and I 
ahd Shall search Jerusalem with a lamp | shall destroy you out of your dwelling 
ie take vengeance on the men hay- place. 6Crete shall be a pasture for flocks 
C thei Corned their charge, the ones saying in | and folds for sheep. ‘The seacoast shall be 
|“ hearts, ‘The Lord shall not do any | for the remnant of the house of Judah; 


















llata - | 
th The revival that occurred in the days of Josiah prefigured the coming of the gospel in Christ, 
y ee culminate on the final Day. Christ was the final sacrifice (v. 7), whose death and Resurrection 
r nd ', the ultimate judgment against sin in the earth. Indeed, with His stretched-out hand (v. 4), 
ind Was pierced through on the Cross, He destroyed idolatry, punished the proud princes of darkness, 
| 49 down the Old Covenant. | | 
Okina Jerome writes that this verse was fulfilled when Christ went to Jerusalem (Mk 11:11), He was 
| fing yg êt everything in the temple “as though He were searching with a lantern . . . but He did not 
Ng, so Dar ranted, = The Savior searched; the Apostles searched; in the temple they found noth- 
e it.” 








ZEPHANIAH 2:8 1034 
scoffers, the bearers of the spirit, are men 
who are scorners. Her priests profane the 
holy things and live contrary to the law 
5But the Lord in her midst is just and wil] 
never act unjustly. Morning by morning He 
will give His judgment in the light, and it jg 
not concealed; He does not grant injustice 
by extortion nor injustice by strife. 
_ 6“] have brought down the arrogant with 
destruction, and their cornerstones are de. 
stroyed. I will make their streets totally 
desolate, so that none can pass through. 
Their cities are destroyed because there is 
no one to live or dwell in them. ʻI said, ‘But 
fear Me and receive instruction, and you 
will not be completely uprooted from the 
face of it—for much vengeance I have 
taken against her.’~Prepare yourself, rise 
early in the morning, for every last small 
orape left for the gleaners has been spoiled. 
8“On account of this, wait for Me,” says 
‘the Lord, “until the day of My rising up as 
a testimony. For My judgment shall be for 





upon them they shall pasture their flocks in 
the houses of Ashkelon; in the evening they 
will rest because of the presence of the chil- 
dren of Judah, for the Lord their God has 
cared for them and has removed their cap- 
tivity.t 
8] have heard the insults of Moab and 
the cruel acts of the people of Ammon, by 
which they have berated My people and ex- 
alted themselves against My borders. | 
Therefore. as I live,” says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “Moab shall be like 
Sodom, and the sons of Ammon like Go- | 
morrah, and Damascus is like a heap left 
on thè threshing floor and ruined forever; 
and the remnant of My people will plunder 
them. and the remnant of My nation will in- 
herit them.” !°This is their punishment be- 
cause they have reproached and exalted 
themselves against the Lord Almighty. 
“The Lord shall show Himself ‘to’ be 
against them and shail utterly destroy all 
the gods of the earth, and they will worship 
Him. each one from his place, even all the | the gathering of the nations, to receive 
islands of the nations. kings to pour out upon them all My fierce 
12°C) Ethiopians, you are the slain of My | anger, for all the earth shall be consumed 
sword.” !3And He shall stretch out His hand | with the fire of My jealousy.” | 
to the north and destroy the Assyrian, and | “For then I shall transform for the peo- 
make Nineveh a waterless desolation, as a | ple a language for her generation, for all to 
desert. !4And flocks will graze in the midst | call upon the name of the Lord, to serve 
of her, even all the wild animals of the land; | Him under one yoke. From the bound- 
and the chameleons and hedgehogs will | aries of the rivers of Ethiopia they will 
sleep in her coffered ceilings, and wild ani- | bring offerings to Me. !!In that day, you will 
mals will cry out between her breaches and | not be ashamed of all your practices in 
ravens in her gates, for her loftiness was as | which you acted profanely against Me. For 
a cedar. This is the contemptuous city | at that time I will take away from you the 
who dwells in hope, who says in her heart, | contempt of your arrogance, and you shall 
“I am, and there is none beside me.” How | no longer be haughty upon My holy moun- 
she has even become a desolation, a pas- | tain. And I will leave among you a gentle 
ture for wild beasts! Everyone passing | and humble people, who will show rever- 
through her will hiss and shake his fists, | ence to the name of the Lord. The rem- 
Z ee 3 nant of Israel will not commit unrighteous- 
Poe e Jerusaleni ig'is ness nor speak vanities; neither will a 
Alas, the Porous and ransomed city! | deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; 
E A E A T hae 
trust in the Lord, and she did not draw near WH Be na:ope Lenny sne 
to her God. *Her rulers are in her as roaring | = Promised Blessings for Jerusalem © 
lions, and her judges are as wolves of | Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Arabia that remain until morning. ‘Her | Cry aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Be 
prophets borne by the wind, men who are glad and rejoice with your whole heart, 








2:7-11 All the islands of the nations (v. 11): A prophecy that is fulfilled in the Gentile Church. | 
3:1-13 Christ gathered the nations together and judged them with the fire (v, 8) of the Holy Spirit. The 
day of My rising up is a clear prophecy of the Resurrection, | 





3:8-15 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday, 








0 daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has 
taken away your iniquities and ransomed 

u from your enemies. The Lord, the 
King of Israel, is in your midst; you will 
no longer see any evil. '°At that time the 
pord shall say to Jerusalem, “O Zion, be 
of good courage, do not let your hands 
grow slack. The Lord your God is with 
ou. The Mighty One shall save you. He 
shall bring gladness upon you and will re- 
new you with His love. He will delight 
ver you with joy as in a day of feasting. 
is] shall gather together your: broken 












against her? 

“Behold, at that time I will act among 
you for your sake,” says the Lord. “I will 
save the oppressed and welcome those be- 
ing rejected. I will make them a praise and 
renowned throughout the whole earth. 
20And they shall be put to shame in that day 
when I do well with you, at the time when I 
shall receive you, for I will make you 
praised and renowned among all the peo- 
ples of the earth when I return your captiv- 
ity,” says the Lord. 


OŘ 
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3:14-19.This passage is read at Great Vespers in the Sixth Week of Great Lent. 
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phet Haggai, whose name means festal?! He is 

the first of the postexilic prophets and a contemporary of the prophet e 

Zechariah. Jewish tradition suggests heswas al priest: 1IVOF aim lai 
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cAu tho ta The author is the pro 
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N Da fe—520 BC, during the second year of the reign of Darius, king of Persia. — 
Four prophetic messages were delivered over a period of four months. 





Major Th Critter Frorsake lifes comforts and rebuild the temple. Other themes ~ 
> revolve around the consequences of disobedience (1:6, 11; 2:16, 17) and the 
blessings of obedience’ (2:7—9,.19).A further prophetic theme points to the 
building of the Church from among the Gentiles (2:7). 





poms } ıd — Jn 587 BC, the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem and carried 

= the Jews into exile in Babylon. In 539 sc, the Persian king Cyrus conquered 
the Babylonians and decreed that the Jews could return to their homeland. 
The rebuilding of the temple was begun by the remnant that returned. 
Theodoret of Cyrrus points out, “Since the completion of the construction 
was interrupted partly on account of the wickedness of their enemies and 
partly on account of their own sluggishness, Haggai, the blessed prophet, 
induced the people to begin rebuilding the temple.” It was finished and 
consecrated five years after the Book of Haggai was written, in 515 BC. 






putini 
=) I. Introduction (1:1) 
II. First Prophetic Message: Exhortation to 
Rebuild the Temple (1:2-15) 
A. The people’s excuse (1:2-4) 
B. God’s response to their disobedience 
(1:5-11) 
C. The people go to work (1:12-15) 
III. Second Prophetic Message: Future Glory of 
the Temple (2:1-9) | 
A. God's presence is with the people in 
their work (2:1-5) 
B. The “choice things” to come, filling the 
house with glory (2:6-9) 
PDE 


IV. Third Prophetic Message: God Will Bless 
the Nations Obedience (2:10-19) 
` A. Holiness and uncleanness (2:10-14) 
B. Further consequences of disobedience 
(2:15-17) 
C. Immediate blessings: the reward of 
faithfulness (2:18, 19) 
V. Fourth Prophetic Message: God’s Promise 
to Zerubbabel (2:20-23) 
A. Judgment of kings and nations (2:20-22) 
B. The calling and role of Zerubbabel 
(2:23) 


| 









Erp SEED BSS 









í 
| 
| 





= 





“qn the second year of King Darius, in 
the sixth month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came by the 
nand of Haggai the prophet, saying, “Speak 
to zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, from the 
ape of Judah, and Joshua son of Jehozadak 
o high priest, this message. “Thus says 
me Lord Almighty: “This people says, ‘The 
nme has not come to build’ the Lord’s 
apse?” qey S 
- The Command to Rebuild the 
Lord’s House .= 
sThen the word of the Lord came by Hag- 
gai the prophet, saying, *“Is it time for you 
to dwell in your paneled houses, while this 
house stands in ruins?” °Now therefore, 
thus says the Lord Almighty: “Consider 
your ways! “You have sown much and 
brought in little. You have eaten, but you 
are not satisfied. You have drunk, but not to 
get drunk. You have clothed yourselves, but 
no one is warm. And he who ‘éarns wages, 
ears wages to put into a bag with‘ holes.” 
Thus says the Lord Almighty: “Carefully 
consider your ways! ®Go up to the moun- 


tain and cut wood and build the house. and | 


| will take pleasure in it-and be glorified,” 
says the Lord. Thus ‘says the’ Lord 
Almighty: “You looked ‘for much, but: little 
fame, and when it was brought into the 
house I blew it away, because My house is 
desolate while each one of you hurries to 
tis own house; because of this the heav- 
ens above you will withhold the dew, and 
he earth withhold its fruit. !!And I shall 
dring a sword upon the land and upon the 
Nountains, and upon the grain and upon 
© Wine and upon the oil, and upon -what- 
ver the ground brings, forth, and.on men 
a ivestock, and on all the labor: of their 
m nen Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel 
i ‘ the tribe of Judah, and Joshua the son 
ehozadak the high priest, with all the 





1:4 | bd, 
sg Zerubbabel: See 2:23 and note. 
W 


1037 


courage!’ 





ee: HAGGAT 2:9 
remnant of the people, heeded the word of 











the Lord their God and the words of Haggai 


the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent 
him to them, and the people feared in the 
presence of the Lord. !°Then Haggai, the 
Lord’s messenger, said these words to 
the people: “I am with you, says the Lord.” 
So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerub- 
babel son of Shealtiel from the tribe of 


Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of 


Jehozadak the high priest, and the spirit 
of all the remnant of the people. And they 
came and worked on the house of the Lord 
Almighty, their God,t !5on the twenty- 
fourth day of the sixth month, in the second 
year of King Darius. 


= The Future Glory of the 
New Temple > AF 
In the seventh month, on the twenty- 
first of the month, the Lord spoke by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, 2“Speak now 
to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel from the 
tribe of Judah, and to Joshua the’son of 
Jehozadak the high 'priest;-and to all the 
remnant of the people, saying, 3‘Who 
among you saw this house in its former 
glory? And how do you see it now? Is this 


not in your eyes as being nothing? *Yet 


now be strong, Zerubbabel,” says the Lord; 
‘be strong, Joshua son of -Jehozadak, the 
high priest; and be strong, all you people of 
the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for I 


|am with you, says the Lord Almighty. 


‘And My Spirit remains among you; take 
‘For thus says the Lord 
Almighty, ‘Once more, I will shake heaven 
and earth, the sea and dry land;t 7and I will 
shake all nations, and the choice things of 
all the nations shall come.in,.and I will fill 
this,,house, with glory,’> says ithe Lord 


Almighty.t &The silver, is Mine, and the 


gold is Mine,’ says the Lord Almighty. 


The glory of this latter house’ shall be 
greater than the former, says the Lord 





will shake heaven and earth: “There have been two remarkable transformations of the human 


d 
ny earthly te 


sak li € In the course of the world’s history. These are called two ‘covenants,’ ... two ‘shakings of" 
Pa arth’ [Heb 12:26; Mt 27:51]. The first was the transition from idols to the Law; the second, from the 
thin 9 the gospel. The gospel also tells of the third shaking, the change from this present stage of 
thin What lies unmoved, unshaken, beyond” (GrgNa; see Heb 12:28). Indeed, writes Augustine, ` 

He He heaven and earth when He was born of a Virgin; and moved the sea and dry land when 
277, nis name known throughout the whole world. PASS CRIN! Kg 
the bi choice things of all the nations shall come in: Augustine remarks that this phrase prophesies’ 
Lona ing of the Church from those chosen from among the Gentiles. These are Christ's “living 


2:5), renewed by faith and empowered by grace, building a house far more glorious than 
mple 





peace,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and peace 
of soul for a possession to everyone who 
builds and raises this temple.’ ”t 


>. The Corrupting Effect 

of the Unclean 7 
\0On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth 
month, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of the Lord came to Haggai. the 
prophet, saying,t “Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning 


the law, saying,t !2“If one carries holy meat | 


in the fold of his garment, and the edge 
touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any 


food, will it become holy?”’” Then the | 


priests answered and said, “No.” And 
Haggai said, “If one who is unclean be- 
cause of a dead body touches any of these, 
will it be unclean?” So the priests answered 
and said, “It shall be unclean.” Then Hag- 
gai answered and said, ‘ “So is this people, 
so is this nation before Me, says the Lord, 
‘and so are-all the works of their hands. 


Whoever comes near them shall be unclean | 


because of their early burdens; they shall 
be distressed because of their toils; and you 
have hated him who rebukes in the gates. 

15‘And now consider from. this day for- 
ward, from before a stone was laid upon a 


stone in the temple of the Lord, !*what | 


lOS6 | l } 





there were but ten; when you came to the 
wine vat to draw out fifty measures from 
the press, but only twenty were there, 17] 
struck you with barenness and blight ang 
hail in all the labors of your hands; yet yoy 
did not turn to Me, says the Lord, !* Estap. 
lish your hearts from this day forward 
from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth 





“month, from the day the foundation of the 


Lord’s temple was laid. Give careful 
thought to this: !%Is the seed still on the 
threshing floor? And as yet, the vine, the fig 
tree, the pomegranate, and the Olive tree 
have not yielded fruit? But from this day | 
shall bless you.’ ” 

=~ A Promise Made to Zerubbabel >. 

20And again the word of the Lord came to 
Haggai the prophet a second time on the 
twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 


-21Speak to Zerubbabel. from the tribe of 


Judah, saying, ‘I shall shake heaven and 
earth and the sea and the dry land. “I shall 
overthrow the thrones of kings, and I will 
destroy the power of the kings of the na- 
tions, and I shall overthrow both chariots 
and riders. The horses and their riders will 
come down; everyone by the sword of his 
brother. 23In that day, says the Lord 
Almighty, ‘I shall take you, Zerubbabel, My 
servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the Lord, 
‘and shall make you like a signet ring; for | 


1” 


st was to build, those 


words can mean only ‘I will give peace in that place (the Church) which this place (the rebuilt temple) 


the Great Fast of Lent. 


Not, however, until the House of the New Testament receives its final consecration will 


2:11 Ask the priests concerning the law: “For such is the important function of the priesthood to give 

answers to those who question them concerning the Law" (Jerome). 

2:20-23 The oracle is private, addressed to Zerubbabel only. Note that he is addressed not as a descen- 
dant of David but as being from the tribe of Judah, implying that the Davidic kingship is not about to 


be reestablished. Official, royal acts in the ancient world were authenticated by the use of the 
monarch’s signet. In designating Zerubbabel as his signet, the Lord was, in effect, stating that Zeru 
bel would be acting as His vicegerent, charged with carrying out His supreme rule and 
“When our soul becomes peaceful . . . then she will | 
he image of God, Then she will be according to t^ 
an. And we need to bear the image of the heavenly onè. 


deeper level, this is a strong messianic prophecy. 


receive Christ like a signet ring upon her, for she is t 


image, because heavenly is the heavenly m 


that is, peace. .. . | wish the Lord Jesus may say to you, ‘Put me as a seal upon your arm’ [SS 8:6 
peace glow in your heart, Christ in your works, and may there be formed in you wisdom and ju 


redemption” (AmbM), 


bba- 
divine will. On a 


]. May 
stice an 
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At thor— Zechariah, whose name means “he whom God remembers.” He was 
a : mr i 4 L 





born in Babylon, returning to Judah in 537 Bc. Zechariah’s prophetic 
ministry was well established in Babylon among the people in captivity. He” 
was from the tribe of Judah, succeeding his grandfather Addo as a prophet. 
Haggai was his contemporary. Zechariah is commemorated on February 8. 

| Date~520-480 BC. Zechariah’s prophecies coincide with those of Haggai. 





| Major The IME ~ Encouraging the returned captives to rebuild the temple. The = 
: prophecies of Zechariah are messianic, apocalyptic, and eschatological. . 
Zechariah foretold Christ's coming in lowliness and humility (6:12: 13:7), His 
rejection and betrayal for thirty pieces of silver (11:12, 13), His crucifixion — 
(13:7), His priesthood (6:13), His heritage (6:13; 9:9; 14:9, 16), His coming in 
glory (14:4), His building of the Lords temple (6:12, 13), his reign (9:10, 14); ~ 
and His establishment of peace and prosperity (3:10; 9:9, LO) tee acl 
As to the apocalyptic and eschatological emphasis, the prophecies foretold ~ 
the invasion of Jerusalem (12:1=3; 14:1, 2), ‘the victory of Judah’s enemies ~ 
(14:2); the Lord’s defense of Jerusalem (14:3, 4); the judgment on the nations ' 
(12:9: 14:3), the geographical changes in Judah (14:45), the commemoration 
of the Feast of Tabernacles in the messianic age (14:16-19), and the > q nije 
fulfillment of the prophecies about the holiness of the Israelites (14:20, 21). rc 


= 


This book also develops the theology of angels, as: God communicates as 
through them to Zechariah. Many New Testament apocalyptic images are 
foreshadowed in this book. í lg 


Back round- In the fitst year of Cyrus the Great of Persia, a decree was 
` Issued permitting the return of the Jews to Jerusalem with a commission to 
rebuild the temple. The Israelites were led back by Zerubbabel and Joshua. 
Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, was the heir to’the throne of David. In 520° BC}'= 
Zechariah and Haggai attempted to rouse the remnant of returned exiles to _ 
rebuild the temple. Secale eel oe eae a ea 
| (Outline. of aly 
i production (1:1-6) | V. The Promise of the Future (8:1-23) sc 
I Th. Fight Night Visions (1;7—6:8), VL The Rejection and Reception of the wW 


ly Oh, Symbolic Crowning of Joshua (6:9-15) | Messiah (9:1—14:2 1) 
4 “Gence Better than Fasting (7:1-14). | E He Ay 


-_ A gg = 
























ZECHARIAH I: 1040 
an AiCall to Conversione. ach EI RAR Tera THOU nte aT acre 
Bes i a | ne prophets—will they live forever?? "But re- 
l 4 fe eighth month of the second year | ceive My words and My ordinances as | 
Lo d ster ey, Ol ae the word of the | commanded by My Spirit to My servants 
a AS Aer eae son of Berechiah, | the prophets who overtook your fathers.” 
Lord hac nae Seater) P And they answered and said, “As the Lord 
thers,t 3and you shall say to kem Thus Almighty determined to deal with us, ac- 
says the Lord Almighty: “Return to Me, and | cording to our ways and accor ding to our 
I will return to you.” says the Lord,t 4“And | Practices, thus He dealt with us.”’ ”t 
do not become like your fathers, whom the -». The Vision of the Four Horses -= 


f a à fe i | 
ormer prophets Accused, saving ariasi 7In the second year of the reign of Darius, 


says the Lord Almighty: “Turn from your ) . = 
evil ways and your evil practices’ ” But | ON the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh 
they did not pay attention or heed Me,” | month, this is the month Sabat, the word of 


says the Lord.t the Lord came to Zechariah the son of Bere- 
5“Your fathers—where are they? And the | chiah, the son of Addo the prophet, saying,t 


1:1 Zechariah records an exact date when his visions began. The eighth month is a reference to the 
Hebrew calendar, while the second year of Darius is a Persian rendering of time. Zechariah is the son of 
Berechiah-and crandson of Addo the prophet. The identity of the prophet and the time of the 
prophecy are not merely historical references; they are eternally significant because the revelation of 
God came to Zechariah at this time. ` , 7 

The word of the Lord is an action of God in His graceful self-disclosure. The word of the Lord comes 
to Zechariah veiled, but when the Messiah comes in Bethlehem of Judea five centuries later, He comes 
in the flesh. Indeed, the language of the LXX here parallels the language used by John to describe the 
incarnation (see Jn 1:1-18). The Word who.comes to Zechariah is truly the eternal Son of God, the Word 
of God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity who becomes flesh as Jesus Christ. 

4:2 Zechariah informs the people of God's wrath against them. In the Bible, God is a God of wrath as 
well as of love. Indeed, the wrath and love of God are not contradictions within Him but are manifes- 
tations of His One Being. A God who was not angered over the sins of His creatures would be a God 
who did not care. 

The issue of impassibility is also raised here. For the Church Fathers, God is impassible. This means 
that the nature of God does not change. God is'not controlled by passions, desires, emotions that 
change unpredictably and radically as in man. God is consistent, pure, and simple. Impassibility, how- 
ever, does not mean that God does not care. His wrath shows that He cares deeply. God loves His cre- 
ation perfectly. His love andi wrath are not changing, inconsistent, impure; or unreliable. God is not like 
man. His wrath and love are not like human wrath and love. 

1:3 The dichotomy between the Old and New Testaments held by the arch-heretic Marcion and by 
many modern heretics as well is shown to be wrong since the God of the Old and New Testaments is 
the Holy Trinity, In the Old Testament, God has wrath and love just as He does in the New Testament. 
Zechariah delivers the same message of repentance later preached by Christ Himself. Repentance is nec 
essary for salvation. There is no right relationship with God without turning from sin to God. 

4:4 Zechariah warns the people not to become like your fathers. The prophets warned the former genera- 
tion, calling them to turn away from their evil ways. Sadly, God'notes, they did not listen. There is continu- 
ity between the message of the previous prophets and the message of Zechariah, This message is the same 
precisely because it is from the lips of God, The message of the prophets is fulfilled by Jesus Christ (Mt 5:17). 
1:5 Zechariah asks a question that plagues humanity: Where are your fathers and the prophets? He 
reminds them of their own mortality by reminding them of the death of their fathers and the prophets. 
The prophets and their fathers are dead and buried in Mesopotamia because they did not repent, _ 
Zechariah is also presenting a contrast between men, who are transient and mortal, and God, who is 
immortal and transcendent. The previous generation is dead and gone, but God lives and remains the 
same. As Paul exclaims, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb 13:8). 

1:6 God commands His people to receive My words and My ordinances, God does not force His way 
upon mankind. He honors free will. He wants human obedience, fidelity, and fellowship. He calls peo- 
ple to repentance, but He never circumvents human free will. M 
4:7—6:17 Zechariah unveils eight visions promising the restoration of the temple. All eight visions fol- 
low a pattern: (1) vision, (2) questions, and (3) answer. Eight is the number of re-creation In Holy Scrip- 
ture. Jewish males were circumcised on the eighth day. Thus, the eight visions indicate a renewal of the 
covenant with the people of God. 

1:7 The first vision occurs between mid-January and mid-February, 
Zechariah delivers the initial call to repentance. 





520 ac, three or four months after 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 








| notea 


| Haloys 


ra aM | 
| Go The Vision of the four horns and four craftsmen is a message of hope and comfort for the people 
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ESEN OE E Oe oI | ZECHARIAH 2:4 
s saw a vision in the night, and behold, a | Zion with great jealousy,t and I am ex- 
an was mounted on a red horse, and he | ceedingly angry with the nations joining to- 
ood in the midst of the two shaded moun- | gether against her, with whom I was only a 
ins, and behind him were red, dapple gray, | little angry, but'then they joined together 
jebald, and white horses.t °And I said, “My | with evil intent.” \6Therefore, thus says the 
jord, what are these?” And the angel talking | Lord: “I shall return to Jerusalem with com- 
tome Said, “I will show you what these are.” | passion, and in her My house shall be re- 
And the man who stood in the midst of the | built,” says the Lord Almighty, “and a mea- 
mountains replied and said to me, “These suring line shall indeed be stretched out 
are those Whom the Lord sent forth to go out | over Jerusalem.”’” !7And the angel talking 
into all the earth.” ‘And they answered the | to me said to me, “Cry out again, saying, 
Angel of the Lord, who stood in the midst of | ‘Thus says the Lord Almighty: “Cities shall 
the mountains, and said, “We have gone out | yet overflow with prosperity, and hereafter 
intoall the earth, and behold, all the earth is | the Lord will have mercy on Zion and will 








inhabited and is at peace.”t choose Jerusalem.” ’” 


2Then the Angel of the Lord answered $ 

and said, “O Lord Almighty, ħòw-long will | =~ The Vision of the Four Horns =: 

You show no mercy on Jerusalem and the And I looked up, and behold, four 
cities of Judah, which You disregarded these | #/-horns.? And I said-to the angel who 
seventy years?”t !3And the Lord Almighty | talked with me, “My Jord, what are these?” 
replied to the angel who was’ speaking ‘to | And hê'said ‘to me; “These are the horns 
me with kind and comforting words. '4And | that have scattered Judah and Israel.” 3And 
the angel speaking to me said to me, “Cry | the Lord showed më four craftsmen. 4And I 
out, saying, “Thus says the Lord Almighty: said, “What are they coming to do?” And he 


_ Thave been jealous for both Jerusalem and | said; “These are the horns that scattered 





1:8-10 Zechariah sees the vision, then asks the angel talking to him for an interpretation. Even the 
prophet must have guidance to understand the Word of God. The meaning of God's self-disclosure is’ 


not self-evident. This is why the Church, and not any mere individual, is the interpreter of Holy Writ: : 
1:11 The horsemen are angelic hosts, that is, angels in the armies of heaven. These particular angels are 

“outs. They have traveled around the world and found everything peaceful. ~ | | ; 
1:12, 13 The Angel of the Lord intercedes for the exiled Jews, pleading for mercy toward Jerusalem 

and Judah. The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament is often a type of Christ, sometimes referred to 

# "Christ in the Old Testament.” In this case; we havea type ofthe first and:second Persons of the 
odhead, The eternally begotten Sen intercedes for the people of God before the eternal Father. 


| lechariah thus foreshadows the High Priesthood of Christ. . 5291 l 


The Jews have been in exile seventy years (586-519 8c). The Lord replies with kind and comforting 
Nords, a comfort to the people, no doubt. | sh. | ie sc Meal 
The holý angels serve before God, minister to men, and also intercede for men. The Church teaches 
: € faithful to pray to the angels to intercede on behalf of mankind and the people of God. This is one 
stance in Holy Scripture of the dialogue of prayer occurring between a holy man and the angels. 
M4, 15 Zechariah is enjoined to cry out the good sayings and comforting words of God to the people. 
y., ` Jealous for both Jerusalem and Zion with great jealousy. This is a Semitic construction meaning 
ltr God IS really jealous. The Greek word rendered “jealous” is the origin of the English word “zeal.” 
a ans” jealous,” but also means “to strive after,” “eagerness,” and “admiration.” “For |, the Lord 
"Sod, am a jealous God” (Ex 20:5) is the explanation for God's commandment against idolatry. It 


| Ma 4 | 
| be) sound strange to modern ears to hear God speak of His holy jealousy, yet what husband would not 


Falous in a positive sense for his wife? One would question a husband's love for his wife if he did 

bon € whom she had conjugal relations with, spent time with, gave money to, or heaped devotion ` 
'-OVe does not preclude a zeal for the beloved or a protective, positive, proper jealousy. God is 

°F His people against all falsehood that destroys His creation, 

Gog i outce of God's jealousy here is the foul way the enemies of the Jews treated them in the exile. — 
them m angry with His people and directed these nations against Judah as divine punishment. These 

"Osag i however, went farther than God intended, God uses evil for good and evil men for good pur- 

Mon). this does not excuse the evil or ascribe divine authorship to It, The wrath of God against His- 


Die ej 
e does not justify the violence and wickedness of those who are instruments of it) = 2 


Orns symbolize power in the Old Testament. The four horns are the hostile armies that carried 
then Jerusalem and Judah into exile. ab ie j 
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Judah and broke Israel in pieces, and not 
one of them looked up, and they come forth 
to sharpen these with their hands, the four 
horns—the nations that lifted their horn up 
against the land of the Lord to scatter it.” 


=. The Glory of the New Jerusalem 7- 
And | looked up, and behold, a man, and 


in his hand was a measuring line.’ ‘And I | 


said to him, “Where are you going?” And he 
Said to me, “Io measure Jerusalem to see 
its width and its length.” “And behold, the 
angel who was speaking to me stood up, 


and another angel went to meet him. *And 


he spoke to him, saying, “Kun and speak to 
that young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem shall be 
fruitfully inhabited by reason of the multi- 


tude of men and livestock in the midst of | 


her. 9And I will be for her a wall of fire all 
around,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will be in 
glory in the midst of her, says the Lord.” 

10“Oh! Oh! flee. from the land of the 
north,” says the Lord, “hecéuse [ will gather 
you together from the four winds. of 
heaven,” says the Lord.t. !!“Eseape to Zion, 
you. who-dwell with the daughter of Bab- 
ylon.” For thus says the Lord Almighty: 
“He has sent Me out after glory to the na- 
tions that plundered: you; for the one who 


assails you is as one who assails the apple 











of His eye. !3For behold, I bring My hang 
against them, and they shall be plunder to 
those serving them, and you will know the 
Lord Almighty sent Me. 

4“Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 


Zion, for behold, I am coming to you, and | 


will dwell in your midst,” says the Lord 
15“And in that day many nations shall flee 
to the Lord for refuge, and they will be His 
people, and they will dwell in your midst, 
and you shall know the Lord Almighty has 
sent Me to you. And the Lord will inherit 
Judah, His portion in the holy land, and He 
will still choose Jerusalem. "Let all flesh 


fear before the presence of the Lord, for He 


has roused Himself from His holy clouds.”t 
æ Joshua the High Priest = 


|© And the Lord showed me Joshua, the 


high priest, standing before the pres- 
ence of the Angel of the Lord, and the devil 
stood at his right hand to oppose him! 
2And the Lord said to the devil, “The Lord 
rebukes you, O devil, even the Lord choos- 
ing for -Himself Jerusalem rebukes you. 
Behold, is this one not like a brand plucked 


from the fire?”t 3And Joshua was clothed in 


filthy garments and stood before the 





2:5-17 The vision of the measuring line pushes the promise of 2:1-4 further. The destructive work of 
the four horns now being completed, the way is clear for the heavenly surveyors to survey Jerusalem 


for rebuilding. 


2:10 God calls the exiled back to the land of promise in a second exodus, promising to bring back His 


people from across the globe. 


2:17 Let all flesh fear before the presence of the Lord: This phrase calls to mind the cherubic hymn of 
the ancient Liturgy of St. James (sometimes sung as a carol in Western Christmas celebrations); “Let all 
mortal flesh be silent, and stand with fear and trembling, and meditate nothing earthly within itself: 


For the King of kings and Lord of lords, Christ our God, comes forward to be sacrificed and to be given 
for food to the faithful; and the bands of angels go before Him with every power and dominion, the 
many-eyed cherubim and the six-winged seraphim, covering their faces and crying aloud the hymn, Al- 
leluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.” This is the proper approach to the presence of God in our lives, in the liturgy. 
and most especially during Communion. The prophet speaks of the divine humility and self-emptying ° 
Christ for us. We are likewise called to humble and empty ourselves in His presence for Him. 
3:1-10 The LXX makes the Christological typography of the fourth vision crystal clear. Paul calls Jesus 
the High Priest who supersedes the high priest in the Jerusalem temple (Heb 3:1, 2; 7:21). The high 
priest in the Old Testament is also a type of Christ, as is the case here. This includes the Jewish high 
priest contemporary with Christ and the apostles (Heb 9). 
3:1 The Hebrew name Joshua (Greek Jesus; Aramaic Yeshua) means “Savior” or “He who saves.” It is 3 
common name in the Old Testament (Joshua son of Nun, Jesus son of Sirach, Joshua the high priest 
here, among others) and at the time of Christ. Many cultures around the world today name children 
Jesus. 

The scene opens with the high priest Joshua standing in the presence of God being opposed by the 
devil. Satan is the accuser who opposes the people of God (see Job 1; 2). — 
3:2 St. Michael the Archangel would not dispute with the devil over the body of Moses, but said, “The 
Lord rebuke you” (Jude 9). Even more astoundingly, Jesus Christ (the Lord) says, “The Lord rebukes 
you.” This is fulfilled in the temptation of Christ, when He relies upon the written word of Holy Scrip- 
ture rather than His own power as Son of God to rebuke Satan and resist temptation (Mt 4:1-11; 
Mk 1:12, 13; Lk 4:1-13). i White 2 
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hose Who stood before Him, saying, “Take 
away the filthy garments from him.” And 
ye said to him, “Behold, I have taken your 


iniquities away from you. Now clothe him 


with a long robe, °and place upon his head | 


a clean miter.” So they clothed him and put 
, clean miter on his head, and the Angel of 
the Lord was standing by. 

éThen the Angel of the Lord testified to 
Joshua, saying, ‘“Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: ‘If you walk in My paths and if 
you keep My commands, you shall judge 
My house; and if you will diligently guard 


My courtyard, I will give you those to walk | 


inthe midst of these who stand here. Hear 
then, O Joshua the high priest, you and 
your neighbors sitting before you, for these 
men are prophets; for behold, | bring forth 
My servant the Dayspring. °For the stone 
which I place before the face of Joshua, 
upon one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I 


am digging a pit, says the Lord.Almighty, | 
and | will search out every wrongdoing of | 


that land in one day. YOn that day,’ says the 
Lord Almighty, ‘each of you will invite his 
neighbor under his vine and under his fig 
tree.’ nt 


a% The Lampstand and the Olive Trees 7> 


And the angel who spoke to me came 

again and awakened me as when a 
man is awakened out of his sleep.t 2And he 
ald to me, “What did you see?” And I said, 
Behold, I have seen a lampstand made of 
“lid gold, and a bowl at its top, and seven 
amps upon it, and the seven tubes to its 


33-5 Joshua the high priest wears the filthy garments of the Jews of his time, while Jesus Christ the 


m $0 
„gelt 4And He answered and spoke to 
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lamps; ‘and over it two olive trees, one on 


the right of the bowl and one on the left.”* 
4And I asked the angel who was speaking 
to me, “What are these, my lord?” 5And the 
angel speaking to me answered, “Do you 
not Know what these are?” And I said, “No, 
my lord.” “And he answered and spoke to 
me, saying, “This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel, saying, ‘Not by mighty power 
nor by strength, but by My Spirit,’ says the 
Lord Almighty.t 7““Who are you,-O great 
mountain, to set this right before the face of 
Zerubbabel? For I will bring forth the stone 
of the inheritance, its grace equaling My 
grace. ” 

8And the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, °“The hands of Zerubbabel laid the 


foundation of this house, and his hands will 


complete it, and you will know the Lord 
Almighty has sent Me to you. For who has 
scorned the day of small beginnings? They 
shall rejoice and shall see the plumb line 
in the hand of Zerubbabel: these seven are 
the eyes of the Lord, which look upon all 
the earth.” | 
And I answered and said to him, “What 
are these two olive trees at the right of the 


| lampstand and at its left?”t !2And I inquired 


a second time and said to him, “What are 
the two branches of the olive trees in the 
handles of the two golden tubes that pour 
forth and bring oil to the golden channels?” 
l3And he said to me, “Do you not know 
what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.” 
l4And he said, “These are the two sons of 
richness who stand beside the Lord of all 
the earth.” 





fat High Priest wore them in the Incarnation for all people. Jesus our Lord took the flesh of a servant, 
Ore our filthy rags, bore our sins, and was accused on our behalf before God and by man unjustly. 

10 This promise is for peace, safety, luxury, blessing, and paradise. | 
Ah 2 Awakened from a dream by an angel, Zechariah asks him to explain its meaning. Zechariah sees 
p Solden lampstand, a seven-branched candlestick called a menorah. The menorah is a symbol for Israel. 


Chr 
À 


| aPpeared in Solomon's temple and appears still in the Jewish synagogue. St. John the Theologian saw 
| in the midst of seven lampstands (Rev 1:12-20), which are seven churches. 
= Zechariah also saw two olive trees. He does not know what they mean. The two olive trees may 


4 either Israel and the Church (the old and new Israel) or the Old and New Testaments. 
stren € word of the Lord declares to Zerubbabel through Zechariah, ‘Not by mighty power nor by 


the Je 
S Meg 
Mpt 
Holy 


9th, but b init! se Lord Almighty. The power of God, not human power, will rebuild 

e Srusalem Hat E E ie y The Nines human synergy is thus affirmed here, Human labor 
sary, for God will not make the temple appear magically. Even so, the human efforts of the at- 
to rebuild the temple thirteen years previously failed because the people did not depend on the 

Pirit. Human efforts alone achieve nothing in the Kingdom of God, Human efforts under the 


Arp, 
in., of God the Holy Spirit yield everything God wills, 


thn, 4 
Yth 


Zechariah asks twice more about the olive trees. He is finally told, “These are the two sons of 
Who stand beside the Lord of all the earth.” They represent the two powers or functions held 
‘Wo men, Zerubbabel (political leadership) and Joshua the high priest (sacerdotal leadership). 
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œ The Flying Sickle tr 
I turned and looked up, and behold a 





flying sickle.t 2And he said to me, | 


“What do you see?” And I said, “I see a fly- 
ing sickle, twenty cubits in length by ten 
cubits wide.” $And he said to me, “This is 
the curse going out over the face of the 
whole earth, for every thief on this side 


shall be punished with death, and everyone > 


on that. side who swears falsely shall be 
punished by death ”t 4“And I will bring it 
forth,” says the Lord Almighty, “and it shall 
enter the house, of the thief and the house 
af the one who swears falsely by My name. 
It shali settle in the midst of his house and 
destroy it, both its timber and its stones.” 
SAnd the, angel who was talking to me 
came out and said to me; “Look up and see 


this that is going forth.”t And I said, “What | tO Stand » the Le 
| 6The black ones went out to the land of the 


‘north, and the white horses went out after 


is it?” And -he said, “This is the measuring 
basket that goes forth.” And he said, “This 
is their wrongdoing in all the land.” “And 
behold, a talent oi lead was being lifted. up, 
and behold one. woman sat in the midst of 
the measuring basket t And he said, “This 
is lawlessness.” And he threw it into the 
midst of the measure, anc he threw the lead 
weight into the mouth of it. - 

9Then I looked up to see, and behold two 
women going forth, and the wind was in 


their wings. They had wings like the wings | 


of a stork, and they took up the measuring 
basket into the air between heaven and 
earth. VAnd I asked the angel speaking to 
me, “For what reason do they carry this 
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basket for measuring?” And he said to 
me, “To prepare and to build a place for it 
in the land of Babylon. They will place it 
there upon its own place.” 
+s. The Four Chariots 7- 

I turned and looked up; I looked and 

beheld four chariots coming from be- 
tween two mountains, and the mountains 
were mountains of bronze.t 2With the first 
chariot were red horses, with the second 





chariot black horses,t with the third char- 


iot white horses, and with the fourth char- 
iot piebald horses. *And I replied to the 
angel speaking to me, “What are these, my 


| lord?” 5And the angel who spoke with me 
answered and said, “These are the four 


winds of heaven, and they are going forth 
to stand before the Lord of all the earth. 


them, and the piebald horses went to the 
land of the south. "The dapple gray horses 


went out and looked to go around over all 


the earth.” And He said, “Go and travel over 
all the earth.” And they traveled over all the 
earth. And He called out and spoke to me, 
saying, “Behold, the ones going out to the 
land of the north have given rest to My 
anger in the land of the north.” | 

_ 9And the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying,t !°“Take the things of the captivity 
from the rulers, from its useful men and from 
those having come to understand it, and on 
that day you shall enter into the house of 


5:1, 2 The sickle is “scroll” in Hebrew, Both are indicative of judgment. The sickle is huge, of roughly 


the same dimensions as the tabernacle in the wilderness (see Ex 26:15-28) or the porch of Solomons | 


temple (see. 3Kg 6:6, 7). 


5:3, 4 The seventh and third commandments are given here as representative of the first and second 
tablets of the Law (see Ex 20:1-17). The first tablet of the Law addresses the relationship between God - 
and man; the second tablet speaks of the relationship between man and man. Covenant-breakers are 
excluded from the covenant. Israel is forewarned not to forsake the covenant with God again. The _ 
same judgment that led to the exile seventy years previously awaits them should they fail to be faithful: 
5:5-11 This is a vision of a measuring basket or ephah (a measuring bucket for grain) going forth with a 
woman named lawlessness in it. The angel puts a lead weight in the mouth of the basket to keep her in 
it. Two angelic women whisk the measure off to Babylon, where it is placed on a prepared foundation. 
This passage assures the people of God that paganism will be destroyed. Good will overcome evil, 

5:7-9 The activity of the Holy Spirit is often accompanied by activities of the wind or breath throughout 


the Bible. . 


6:1-15 The concluding vision of four chariots brings to mind the first vision (1:7-17). The four horsemen 
in the first vision were angelic warriors, since chariots were used by such soldiers in the. ancient world. 
6:2-8 The heavenly chariots span the four directions of the compass. Peace, rest, and security are given 
to the Lord's land. This reminds us of God's providential care of us through the activities of the angels. 
6:9-15 Zechariah is commanded by the word of the Lord to collect gifts from the rulers and useful men 
of captivity into the house of Josiah and place these gifts of gold, silver, and crowns at the feet of 
Joshua the high priest. The promise is made that the crown goes to the one who endured. Others then 
shall come to rebuild the temple. In the New Testament, crowns are cast at the feet of Jesus Christ the 
Great High Priest (Rev 4:10), St. Paul promises crowns to believers who endure (1Co 9:24-27). | 
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of Babylon; "take silver and gold and make 
crowns, and set them on the head of Joshua 
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. !2And 
you will say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: “Behold the man, Orientvis, His | 
name, and He shall rise up from below the 
horizon, and He shall build the house of the 
tord.t And He shall receive power and 
shall sit and rule upon His throne; and a 
priest shall be by His right hand, and there 
will be peaceful counsel between both of 
them.’” And the crown shall be to those 
who endure patiently, to His useful men, and 
to those coming to understand it, and for the 
favor of the son of Zephaniah, and for a 
psalm in the house of:the Lord. !°And those 
far away from them will come and will build 
in the house of the Lord; You shall: know the 
Lord Almighty sent Me to you, and this will 
come to pass if-you will listen diligently to 
the voice of the Lord your ‘soa.’ 


a True Fasting os- | 

And it came to pass; in the fourth year | 

of Darius the king, the word, of. the | 
Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth day, 

of the ninth month, which is Chislev,t | 
‘when Sharezer and Regem-Melech and 
his men went to Bethel to propitiate the 
Lord,t 3speaking to the priests in the house 

of the Lord Almighty and to the prophets, | 
saying, “The holy offering has come in here 
in the fifth month—just as I have done for a 


La EEEN: LC 
Josiah son of Zephaniah; who has come out 
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considerable number of years.” 4And the 
word of the Lord of hosts came to me, say- 
ing,t *“Speak: to all the people of the land 
and to the priests, saying, ‘Though you 
fasted or mourned in the fifth or seventh 
months, lo these seventy years, did you at 
all fast for Me? ®And if you do eat or drink, 
do you not eat and drink for yourselves? 
7Are these not the words the Lord spoke by 
the hand. of the former prophets when 
Jerusalem was inhabited and thriving, and 
the cities around her, and the hill country 
and the plains were inhabited?’.” ) 

8And the word of the Lord came to 
Zechariah, saying,;t *“Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: ‘Render a just judgment; show 
mercy and compassion each to his brother. 
l0Do not oppress the widow, or the orphan, 
or the foreigner, or the poor. And let not one 
remember in his heart -any wrong of his 
brother. |! | Nie 

Li“But they-refused to pay attention, and 
without. reason turned their backs and 
stopped their ears so they should not hear. 
2 And they made their hearts disobedient 
so as not to heed My Law, nor to hear the 
words the Lord Almighty sent by His Spirit 
by. the hand, of the former. prophets. And 
there came great. wrath from the Lord 
Almighty. 3And it shall come to pass as He 
said, for they did not listen. So they will 
cry out, but by no means will I, listen to 
their prayers,” says the Lord Almighty.t 
\4And I shall cast them out among all the 
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Vy “se they are living wrongly: 





6:12 The word is variously rendered “Dayspring,” “Sunrise,” and “Orient.” The Hebrew reads “Branch.” 
This Verse provides the backdrop for the hymn sung during the wedding service as the bride‘and groom 
ticle the analogion and at the ordination of a priest as he is led around the altar: The Lord’s redemp- 
tve work takes place in the family/and in the Church. jabr qai ; 
1:1-14 Chapters 7-and 8 are a unit representing aʻsingle prophecy. The question about fasting raised in 
1-14 is addressed again in 8:19, showing the literary unity of the two chapters. 6 

1:1 This date would be-mid-November to mid-December, 518 8c. Vag “pom E- 

1:2, 3 The authorities ask whether to continue the fasts associated with the fall of Judah and the Bab- 
Jlonian Captivity. The fourth-month fast commemorated the fall of Jerusalem. The seventh-month fast — 
‘ommemorated the murder of Gedaliah: The tenth-month fast commemorated the siege of Jerusalem. 


_ e fifth-month fast remembered the burning of the temple. | 


4-7 As He often does in the Scriptures, God replies with a series of rhetorical questions designed to 
“Ouse the contemplation of one’s inward disposition. During these fasts over the past seventy years of 
exile, the outward disposition was maintained but the hearts of the people were not devoted to God. 
Pn The people failed to live justly in relation to their neighbors. They were disobedient to God's Law 

nd Spirit given in Moses and the prophets. This brought great wrath from God. The result was’the exile. 
fou here is fasting condemned here. In fact, fasting continued as part of Israel's practice. Jesus Christ 

€. The apostles and early Church did, too. Fasting is an integral practice of the Church through the 
nea -€ Prophet is not saying, “Your heart is not in it, so stop the fast.” Instead, he calls for repen- 

so that the heart and life are cleansed by proper fasting. Proper fasting involves the heart in right 
nship to God and man. The prophet calls for his hearers to fast rightly, not to stop fasting 
their 
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ha These verses spell out the cost of refusing to listen to God: God will not listen to them in 
need. 1 


ZECHARIAH 8:1 





nations Which they did not know, and be- 
hind them the land shall become utterly 
worthless from traveling through or for 
coming back, for they made the chosen 
land a desolation.” 


æ The Future Restoration of Israel «=> 


And the word of the Lord Almighty 

came, saying,t 2“Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: ‘I have been zealous for Jerusalem 
and for Zion, zealous for her with great 
zeal and fervor.’ *Thus. says the Lord: ‘I will 
return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called a 
True City, and the Mountain of the Lord 
Almighty the Holy Mountain.’ 

4“Thus says the Lord Almighty: ‘Elderly 
men and elderly women shall! yet sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each one holding his 
cane in his hand far the multitude of their 
days.? °And the streets will be filled with 
boys and giris dancing in her streets, Thus 
says the Lord Almighty: ‘if it is impossible 
in the sight of the remnant of this people in 
those days, will it also be impossible in My 
sight?’ says the Lord Almighty.t “Thus ‘says 
the Lord Almighty: ‘Behold, F shall deliver 
My people from the land of the east and 
from the land of the west. 8I shall bring 
them in and settle them in the midst of 
Jerusalem. They shall be to Me a people 
and I will be to them a God in truth and in 
righteousness. 

Thus says the Lord Almighty: “Let your 
hands be strong, you who hear in these 
days these words from the mouth of the 
prophets, from the day that the house of 
the Lord Almighty was founded, and from 


those days, men’s wages will not be prof- 
itable and a price for livestock will not even 
exist, and because of affliction there will be 
no peace for those going out and those 
coming in, and [ will send forth all men, 
each against his neighbor. ''But now I do 
not do to the remnant of this people as in 
the former days, says the Lord Almighty. 
Rather I will show forth peace, for the 
vine shall give its fruit, the earth her pro- 
duce, the heaven its dew, and I will give all 
these things as an inheritance to the rem- 
nant of this people. And it shall come to 
pass that aS you were a curse among the 
nations, O house of Judah and house of Is- 
rael, so I will save you, and you will be for 
a blessing; be of good courage and 
strengthen your hands.’ 

l4*For thus says the Lord Almighty: ‘As I 
purposed to afflict you when your fathers 
provoked Me to anger, says the Lord 
Almighty, ‘and I did not relent, !°so now in 
these days I have prepared and purposed to 
do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; be of good courage. !*These are the 
things you shall do: speak the truth, each 
man to his neighbor, and judge with peace- 
ful judgment in your gates,? “and let none 
of you plan evil in his heart against his 
neighbor, and do not love a false oath, for 
all these things I hate,’ says the Lord 
Almighty.” — 

i8And the word of the Lord Almighty 
came to me, saying, !9%“Thus says the Lord 
Almighty: ‘The fourth-month fast, and the 
fifth-month fast, and the seventh-month 
fast, and the tenth-month fast shall be for 


8:1-23 Chapter 8 contains ten sections, each beginning with Thus says the Lord Almighty. 

8:1-3 God's zeal is a protective love that does not wish to see His people degraded and harmed. God's 
zeal here is for Jerusalem and the temple mount specifically. God will return to Zion, to the temple, to 
dwell between the cherubim on the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies. 
Jerusalem will once again be what she was intended to be, the True City, the Mountain of the Lord 


Almighty, the Holy Mountain. 


8:4, 5 The picture of security includes elderly men and women sitting in the open squares of Jerusalem 


while children are playing (see Is 65:19, 20). 


‘6-8 C ill bri exiles back. They shall be to Me a people and | will be to them a God in truth 
OES to ae is a type of ora in the Incarnation, in which God tabernacles with man 
Un 1:14), and of the New Jerusalem in the Eschaton (Rev 21:3), } | : 
8:9, 10 Zechariah exhorts the people to find strength to rebuild the temple. Jerusalem shall nas ws 
economic and political peace until that is accomplished. When man puts his own interests above 
spiritual, moral, and liturgical things of God, prosperity is fleeting. vals DRAE 
8:11-15 The exile curse is lifted, The postexilic blessing is on the way. Thus, the prophet exhorts, 


good courage! 


8:16, 17 God demana that His people speak the truth, judge with truth, and avoid false oaths 


(Mic 6:8). Truth is essentia 
cial, and political. 


| for the people of God in every aspect of life: religious, personal, social, judi- ' 
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| ys go to beseech the Lord and to seek out 
| th 





| tions will come to seek out the presence of | 


| the Lord 
| tain the favor of the presence of the Lord.’ 
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as e of Judah. And you will rejoice, and 
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ee a ee 
and gladness and in good feasts to the 





you will love truth and peace.’t 2°Thus says | 
ne Lord Almighty: “Yet many people will | 
come and those inhabiting many 
cities; and the inhabitants of five cities 
will come together to one city, saying, “Let 


e face of the Lord Almighty; and I will go 
also.” “And many peoples and many na- 


Almighty in Jerusalem and to ob- 


“Thus says the Lord Almighty, ‘In those 
days, if ten men from all the tongues of the 


| nations stop you, even if they grab hold of 


the hem of a Jewish man, they will be say- 


| ing, “We will go with you, for we heard God 


| is with you.” 1+ 


) 


~ Judgment of Israel’s Enemies => 

The burden of the word of the Lord | 
against the land of Hadrach, and of 

Damascus his sacrifice, for the Lord looks 


| upon men and on all the tribes of tsrael.t 
| ‘And on Hamath in her borders, Tyre and 


| Sidon, because they are very wise. *For 


| 819-23 The matter of fasting which bega 


| among all peoples (Is 2:3). Restored Judah 


a) . 
ly ae The Triumphant Entry of Christ 


| the ates the unharnessed colt as signifying 


indy his passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Entrance of the Lord 





| Tye built a fortress for herself and stored 
| up silver like dust and collected gold like 


mud in the streets. 4Therefore, the Lord 


i shall possess her as an- inheritance, and 





will be ashamed because of her transgres- 
sion. The king will perish from Gaza, and 
Ashkelon shall no longer be inhabited. 

6“And foreigners shall settle in Ashdod, 
and I will bring down the pride of the 
Philistines. 71 will remove their blood from 
their mouth and their abominations from 
between their teeth, and this also will be 
left to our God. And they shall be as a cap- 
tain of a thousand in Judah, and Ekron as a 
Jebusite. 8And I will raise up a fortress 
around My house that none may pass 
through nor return back, and no longer 
shall anyone come against them to drive 
them out, for I have now seen with My own 
eyes. 

~ The Coming King = ~ 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Proclaim it aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King comes to you; He is 


‘righteous and saving; He is gentle and 


mounted upon a. donkey, even a young 
foal] +o 10He will utterly destroy the chariots 
out of Ephraim and the horse out of 


Jerusalem. The bow of war shall be utterly 


destroyed, and there shall be abundance 





becomes joy, gladness, and feasting. Jerusa 


filled in Christ and now belongs to the Church. 


| 823 The hem of the Jewish man’s garment refers to ! 
tassels representing all the commandments of the Law. The Hebrew text has “wings” instead of “hem.” 
lic: wings. When the deacon holds the right halt of the 


^E Orthodox deacon’s stole represents ange 


A elated to the Messianic Age. 
second burden (12:1—14:21) focuses on 


ning day of the Lord are the themes of chs. 9—14. 


Wa i ‘ | F è n à 
tyr or’s chariot in victory, the Messiah-king 
t,” He 





ole up, this represents angelic activity. When he lets it down, it 

3114:21 The second half of the Book of Zechariah consists of two burdens or oracles. Both burdens 

The first burden (9:1—11:17) | 

the Second Coming of Christ. 

ae The cities mentioned here are pagan cities of Syria and Philistia falling within the limits 
mised land (Gn 15:18-21; Ex 23:31). This prophecy may point to Alexander's conquests after 333 Bc. 
e destruction of Judah’s enemies precedes the Messianic Age. The restoration, Messianic Age, and 


into Jerusalem is foretold here (see Mt 21:1 
28-38; Jn 12:12-19). Matthew and John cite v. 9 (Mt 21:5; Jn 12:15). Rather than riding proudly on 
rides humbly on a donkey, notes St. Ambrose. Justin Mar- 
Mments, “Jacob predicted that Christ would ride upon an ass [Gn 49:11] and Zechariah confirmed 
the Gentiles and the harnessed donkey as symbolizing 


n this lengthy section (7:1—8:23) is addressed again. Fasting 
lem will become a place for universal worship of God 
has a mission to be light to the nations. This mission is ful- 


the prayer shawls worn by Jewish men, which had 


represents angelic rest. 
focuses on the Passion of Christ, while 


of the 


-9; Mk 11:1-10; 





into Jerusalem (Palm 





over the waters as far as the sea and over 
the rivers to the ends of the earth. 


“And by the blood of your covenant, | 
you freed your prisoners from the pit hav- | 


ing no water.t !2You prisoners from the 
congregation, you shall live in the fortress, 
and for one day of your exile, I will repay 
to you double. !3For I have bent you, O Ju- 
dah, for Myself as a bow;,1 have filled 
Ephraim. And I will arouse your sons, O 
Zion, against the sons of the Greeks, and I 
will handle you as the sword of a warrior.” 
14And the Lord will be over them, and He 
shall go forth like a, lightning bolt. The 
Lord Almighty shall sound with the trum- 


pet and shall go forth with the tumult of 


His threat. 5The Lord Almighty will shield 
them. and they shail devour their enemy 
and overwhelm ther with sling-stones. 
They will drink them down as wine, and 
they shall fill. the bowls as at the altar. 
l6And on that day, the Lord their God wall 


deliver them, His people, as a flock, for sa- | 


cred stones will roll across His iand. "For 


if anything of His be good, and anything of | | | 
-They will pass through the narrow sea 
‘and will strike the waves of the sea, and 


His be fair, there shall be grain tor the 
young men and the fragrant wine for the 
Virgins. 


<The Ransomed People of God 

ji () Ask for yourself rain from the Lord 

' during the time of the early rain and 
the late rain. The Lord made a great display 
and will give winter rain to each crop in the 
field.t 2Therefore the ones speaking pro- 
claimed troublesome things, and the seers 
false visions, and they told false dreams; 
they spoke vain words of comfort. They 
have been driven away like sheep, and they 
have lost heart because there was no heal- 
ing. A 
3“My anger was kindled against the 


shepherds, and I will care for the lambs. 


The Lord God Almighty shall visit. His 
flock, the house of Judah, and shall appoint 
them as His stately warhorse. ‘For from 
Himself He observed attentively, and from 
Himself He ordered—even from Himself a 
bow in anger; from Him shall go forth 
every oppressor. And as warriors, they will 





free. | i 


| be trampling as grapes the clay 








9:11 The fathers typically see this verse as a reference to Christ's descent into Hades to set the captives 





the 
roads. They shall array themselves in Bait 
array, for the Lord is with them, and the 
horsemen will be put to shame. 

6“And I will strengthen the house of Ju- 
dah and save the house of Joseph, and | 
will settle them, for I have loved them; and 
they shall be as though I had not turned 
away from them, because I am the Lord 
their God, and I will hear them. And they 
shall be like the warriors of Ephraim, and 
their heart shall rejoice as with wine; and 
their children shall see it and be glad, 
and their heart shall rejoice in the Lord. $] 
will make a sign for them and gather them 


| in, for I will redeem them, and they shall 


be multiplied according to their previous 
number. SOL ge 

And I will sow them among the peo- 
ples, and those far off will remember Me. 
They will-rear their children, and they 
will return. And., I shall bring them back 
from the land of Egypt and gather them in 
from the Assyrians. I shall bring them 
into the land of Gilead and into Lebanon; 
not even one of them will be left behind. 


all the full depths of the rivers shall be 
dried up. All the arrogance of the Assyri- 
ans shall be taken away, and the scepter 
of Egypt shall be stripped away. And I 
will strengthen them in the Lord their 
God, and they shall boast in His name,’ 
says the Lord. | 

| [s The Shepherds => — 
] ~ Open your doors, O Lebanon, and 

À let the fire devour your cedars.t “Let 
the pine wail, for the cedar has fallen; be 
cause the mighty men have been greatly 
afflicted, Wail, oak trees of the Basanite 
land, for the thickly wooded forest has 
fallen, “The sound of wailing is from the 
shepherds, for their greatness has been 
brought low; the sound of roaring lions 
the arrogance of the Jordan has 1an- 
guished, ‘Thus says the Lord Almighty" 
“Tend the sheep of the slaughter like ë 


shepherd, ®the ones whose possessors pan 
slaughtered and did not repent, and thos 





10:1-3 Zechariah condemns the spiritual leaders (shepherds) who fleece the flock of God by false vi- 
sions and false dreams using Semitic idols. God will punish them as well as deliver Judah. | 
11:1-17 The Good Shepherd (see Jn 10) is contrasted with the bad shepherds of 10:1-12. He replaces" 


the bad shepherds Himself. 








ceiling them said, “Blessed be the Lord, for 
we have become rich and the shepherds 
nemselves suffered) nothing because `of 
them.” éTherefore | will no longer spare the 
inhabitants: of the land,” says the Lord, 


sput behold, I will deliver men up, each one | 


into the hand of his neighbor and ‘into the 


hand of his king: They shall cut the land | 


into pieces, and 1 will not deliver them 
from their hand.” w y 


~ The Two Staffs = 


terin the land of Canaan, and I will take to 
myself two staffs: the one I called Beauty 
and the other one [-called, Line, and I shall 
tend- the flock. SAnd-I shall cut off three 


shepherds in one month, and-my soul shall | 
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flesh of the choice ones, and he will tear 
themsapart joint by joint. '7Woe to you 
shepherding the flock carelessly, forsaking 
the flock! The sword shall be against his 
arms, and ‘against his right eye; his right 
arm shall:‘be completely withered, and his 
right'eye shall become totally blind!” 


>. The Coming Deliverance for Judah = 


} ) The burden of the word of the Lord 
| to Israel: Thus says the Lord, who 





| oy, | Stretches out the heavens, who. lays the 
But I shall tend the sheep of the slaugh- 


foundation of the earth and forms the spirit 
of man within him: 2“Behold, I make 
Jerusalem as a gate being shaken to all the 
peoples surrounding her; forin Judea there 
Shall be a siege/against Jerusalem. ; 

3“And it:shall come to pass in that -day 


be weighed down by them, for,their souls | that 1.shall make Jerusalem.a stone to be 
have roared against me, °And | \said,,“I will | walked: upon by all the nations. Everyone 
not tend to you; that which: dies,iet it die, | trampling her underfoot will utterly mock 


and that which perishes,-let it perish, and 
let the rest of them devour the flesh-each of 
his neighbor.” =.» | i 
"And I shall take my staff Beauty; and] 
shall cast it away, to break my covenant 
Which I made with all the people.© !!And in 
ihat day they will be scattered about. And 
the Canaanites shall know the flock is kept 
sale, for this is the word of the Lord. !2And 
| shall say to them, “If it is fitting ‘in your 
lldgment; give me my payment, or refuse 
It” And they established my wage at thirty 
pieces of silver.t 13nd the Lord said to me, 
top them into'the smelting furnace and 
fe if it is proven, as in the same manner I 
Was Proven for their sake.” And I took the 
tly pieces of silver and threw them into 
© Smelting furnace in the house of the 
fie “And threw aside the second staff, 
€ Line, to disband the possessions be- 
ĉen Judah and Israel. . | 


on for yourself the equipment of a shep: 
~ Of an unskilled shepherd, For be- 
raise up a shepherd against) the 
Who. “ne who will not care for the sheep 


one ee abandoned, nor seek the scattered: 
the p Or heal the injured, nor even guide: 


“althy, But instead, he will devour the 





‘nd the Lord further said to, me, “Take 


her, and all the nations of the earth shall 
come together against her. 4In that day,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “I shall smite every 
horse with bewilderment, and I shall bring 
a state of total confusion against its rider. 
But I shall open’ My eyes upon the house of 
Judah,-and f shall smite all the horses of 
the nations with blindness. And the cap- 
tains of thousands of Judah’ shall say in 
their hearts, “We shall find ‘for ourselves 
those inhabiting Jerusalem with the Lord 
Almighty, their God. In that day T will 
make the captains of thousands of Judah as 
a burning torch of fire among the trees and 
like a torch in dried straw. They shall con- 
sume all nations surrounding her, both on 
the right and on the left, and Jerusalem will 
again dwell by herself. 7And the Lord shall 
preserve the dwelling places of Judah as-at 
the beginning, that the boast of the house 
of David and the pride of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem may not magnify themselves 


over Judah. 


‘“And in that day, it shall:come to pass 
that. the Lord shall defend the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem; and in that day, the one who 
is weak among them will be as the house of 


David; and the house of David_as the house 


of God, asthe Angel of the Lord before 


11; | j = We bide et S92) | HOTS R EL bh ERS Nan hdey bne sto 
ee 14 The Good Shepherd |s betrayed. Matthew cites this passage in his Gospel (26:15; 27:9). The 
(or shekels) of silver are the price for a slave (Ex 21:32) 005 00 © tire Tal = 


‘et be 


i — | [] < 
AR This Passage is read on Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter), iT tt 
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them. It shall come ton pass in that day that 


I shall seek to drive away all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem. And I will | 


pour the spirit of grace and compassion 
upon the house of David and those inhabit- 
ing Jerusalem, and they shall look upon Me 
whom they mocked, and they will mourn 
for Him as for a beloved one, and they shall 
grieve profoundly as for a firstborn son.t 

U“In that day, the lamentation in Jerusa- 
lem shall be very great, like the mourning 
for the pomegranate: orchard being cut 
down in the plain. /2And the land itself shall 
mourn throughout the tribe, the tribe of the 
house of David by itself and their wives by 


themselves; the tribe of the house of Nathan > 


by itself and their wives by themselves; thé 
tribe of the house of Levi by itself and their 
wives by themselves; the tribe of Symeon by 
itself and their wives by themselves; tand 


all the remaining tribes, every tribe by itself | 


and their wives by themselves. 


<= The End of False Prophets and idols AE 
13 “In. that dav every place shall be 


the inhabitants. of Jerusalem. And it shall 
come to pass in that day,” says the Lord of 
hosts, “that | will utterly destroy the names 
of the idols irom the land, and their remem- 
brance shall be no more. | will remove the 
false prophets and the unclean spirit from 
the land. 

3“And it shall come to pass that if a man 
still prophesy, his father and his mother 


who begot him will say to him, ‘You will not | 


live, for you spoke falsehoods in the name 
of the Lord,’ and his father and his mother 





opened to the house of David and to | 


who hedat him will bind Miaa when he 
prophesies. 4And it shall come fo pass in 
that day that the prophets shall be put to 
shame, each by his vision when he prophe- 


| sies, and they will put on a leather skin of 


hair because they spoke lies. *And one will 
say, ‘I am not a prophet, for I am a tiller of 
the soil; a man brought me up thus from my 
youth.’ And I will say to him, ‘What are 
these wounds in the middle of your hands?’ 
And he will say, ‘Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my beloved.’ 

7™Q sword, raise up against My shep- 
herds, and against My fellow-man,” says 


the Lord Almighty. “Smite the shepherds 


and draw out the sheep, and I shall bring 
My hand against the shepherds.t And it 
will come to pass in all the land,” says the 
Lord, “two of every three will be utterly de- 
stroyed and shall die, but the other third 
will be left in itt 24nd I shall bring the re- 
maining third through the fire, and I shall 
try them as silver is tried, and I will prove 
them as gold itself is proven. He will call 
upon: My name, and_I will hear him, and | 
will say, ‘This is My people, and they will 
say, ‘The Lord: is my God,’ ” 
= æ The Day of the Lord > 

] Behold, the days of the Lord come, 

and your plunder will be divided 
among you.t4 2And I shall gather together 
all the nations to war against Jerusalem. The 
city shall be taken, the houses plundered, 
the women defiled, and half of the city will 
go forth into exile, but the rest of My people 
Shall not be utterly cut off from the city. 
3And the Lord will go forth and prepare for 





12:10-14 This mourning may also apply to the apostles, the women, the Mother of God, and others 
who mourned Christ at His crucifixion. It may also refer to repentance as a result of beholding the Cru- 
cified, seeing who He is and why He is dying and turning to Him in faith and obedience. 

13:7 Smite the shepherds and draw out the sheep is “Strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scat- 
tered” in the Hebrew text. Jesus cites this verse in Mt 26:31 concerning the falling away of the disciples 
upon His arrest. As it appears in the LXX, the passage matches vv. 1-8, continuing the warning against 
the false prophets and the promise of the people's delivery, 

13:8, 9 The people of God are tried. Two thirds of the people shall die but the third part will remain. 
This trial is compared to the way silver and gold are purified by fire, In the end, God calls those who arè 
purified by His Name, and in turn they call Him their God. 

14:1-21 The prophet foresees the nations gathered in battle against Jerusalem, God's delivery of His 
people, and the establishment of a secure, peaceful land (see Is 66:15-23; Ezk 38—40; Joel 4:9-21; 

Mk 13:7-27; Rev 20—22). In the New Testament, this is to be accoroplished at the Second coming of 


Christ and the last battle between God and Satan, 


an | 





-i 


14:1, 4; 8-11 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, . 
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ttle against those nations, as in the day of “And this will be the downfall with 
pis battle array in the day of war.t4And on | which the Lord will strike all the nations, 
that day His feet will stand on the Mount of | as many as made war against Jerusalem. 
olives, Which faces J erusalem on the east. | Their flesh will be eaten away as they stand 
and the Mount of Olives shall be split in | upon their feet, and their eyes shall pour 
two, half towards the east and half towards | out of their sockets, and their tongue shall 
the sea, a Very great divide; and half the | melt away in their mouth. In that day 
mountain shall lean toward the north and | there shall be a state of great bewilderment 
half of it toward the south. °And the valley | upon them from the Lord. Each of them 
of my mountains will be blocked up, and | will seize the hand of his neighbor, and his 
the ravine of the mountains will be joined | hand will. become locked with the person 
as far as Azal. And it will be blocked up as | near to.him. “And Judah shall draw up for 
he had blocked it up in the days of the! battle in Jerusalem, and He will gather to- 
earthquake, in the days of Uzziah the king | gether the strength of all the surrounding 
of Judah, and the Lord my God shall come | peoples: the gold, the silver, and the ap- 
and all the saints with Him. ®And in that | parel in great abundance. And this will be 
day, it shall be that there will not be any | the overthrow of the horses and the mules, 
light, but there shall be cold and frost ‘for | the camels and the donkeys, and all the cat- 
one day, and that day shall be known to the | tle that are in those camps throughout this 
Lord. It will be neither a day nor a night, | downfall. 
but towards evening there will be light. '6And it shall come to pass that whoever 
‘And in that day living water shall come | may be left of all the nations that came 
forth out of Jerusalem, half of it toward the | against Jerusalem, they too will go up 
eastern sea and half toward the western | every year to worship the King, the Lord 
sea. So it will be in both summer and | Almighty, and celebrate the Feast of Taber- 
spring.t “And the Lord shail be King of all | nacles. And it shall be that whoever from 
the earth, and in that day the Lord shall be | all the tribes of the land will not go up to 
one Lord, and His name one name, !"encir- | Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord 
cling all the land, even the wilderness from | Almighty, even these will be added to the 
Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But | others. '8And if the nation of Egypt shall 
Rama shall remain in her place; from Ben- | not go up nor attend, upon these will come 
jamin’s Gate to the place of the First Gate; | the downfall which the Lord will strike on 
tothe Gate of the Corners, and to the Tower | all the nations, as many as do not come up 
of Hananeel, as far as the king’s wine- | to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.t 
Dresses, Uthey will dwell in her, and it will | !9This will be the sin of Egypt and the sin of 
10 longer be a curse. Jerusalem shall dwell | all the nations, as many as do not come up 
securely. to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 


14:3, 4 The Lord’s feet will stand on the Mount of Olives in this reference to the Messianic Age. This 
‘PPlies both to the Incarnation and the Second Coming of Christ. Jesus and the disciples stayed on the 
vunt of Olives during Holy Week (Lk 21:37), and, of course, Jesus spent the night on the Mount of 
Olives when He was betrayed (Mt 26:30). Whether or not Christ will touch down upon the Mount of 
His Second Coming is another question. The eschatological imagery here, however, indicates 
tin the presence of God. 
Set Christ is the living water (Jn 4:10-14). In the Apocalypse, a river runs through the Holy City 
Y 42:1-5), The Garden of Eden was at the headwaters of four great rivers (Gn 2:10-15). In the garden 
“fadise, Christ is the living water who sustains, refreshes, and gives life to the inhabitants. 
18-20 The grotesque imagery of the destruction of the enemies of Jerusalem reminds the reader of 
hia er seriousness of God's judgment. The passage warns that those who do not come up to 
eiua." to Worship the King (who is the Lord) are destined for the same fate. Sometimes we look at 
__2Ment of God upon wicked figures and think ourselves safe from wrath because our evil is small 











Ne 


Judgmen 


| Gog: Mparison, The fact that we are not murderers of millions does not make us safe. The standard of 


Judgment is whether we worship Him in Spirit and in truth (Jn 4:21-24). 
eh arlah concludes with a condemnation of Egypt and all nations that do not come to Jerusalem to 
late ate the Feast of Tabernacles (also called the Feast of Booths; see Lv 23:33-36). This feast was asso- 
the “Ith covenant renewal and the deliverance of Israel, Christ is the eternal Word of God who, in 
ter ation, “dwelt [or tabernacled] among us" (Jn 1:14). So then, all who reject Christ and do not 
the c urch to celebrate and serve Him are condemned. 
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"In that day, there will be engraved 
the bridle of every horse, “Holy to the Lord | and all who sacrifice will come and take 
Almighty,” and the kettles in the house of | from them and shall cook in them. And in 
the Lord will be like bowls before the altar. | that day the Canaanite shall no longer be in 
^l And every kind of kettle in Jerusalem and | the house of the Lord Almighty.t 












14:21 The Canaanite is a merchant. The connotation appears to be that merchants will no longer be 
necessary or allowed in the Lord's house. The cleansing of the temple by Christ comes to mind in this 
regard (see Mt 21:12, 13; Mk 11:15-19; Lk 19:45—-48; Jn 2:13-17). One is also reminded how easily God's 
house is turned into a bartering place and how churches can be used for profits rather than prophecy, 
The booming industry of Christian items today is alarming. It has always been easy to confuse piety and 
profits in relation to the Lord's house. The day is coming in the Kingdom of God when this shall be nei- 
ther permitted nor necessary. Indeed, the coming age is one when God Himself shall supply every need 
of His children. Buying and selling will no longer be necessary. 


in | Judah will be holy to the Lord Almighty, 
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Author- Malachi, whose name means sige or K edenge "Whatever h he 
E prophesied, that very day an angel of God appeared and repeated his 
message. Malachi spoke with his angel face-to-face as toʻa friend. Malachi 
was born in Sopha (Supha), of the tribe of Levi, after the return of the 
captives from Babylon. He prophesied after the consecration of the temple in. 
Jerusalem, 515 BC. He is commemorated on January N TAS O 


Dat = 500-350 BC, , based « on the contents s of the e book. 


Major Theme~ Tonë fom sin; foe the A y of the Podi is coming. “Malichis 

~ considers the temple, the priesthood, and true worship as the spiritual 
foundation not onlv fer the people of his day, but also for the messianic 
kingdom to come. ae in the midst of a multitude of sins and pect 
Malachi looked ahead with hope to see a new day dawning when Elijah 
(that is, John the ae would be sent and the darkness youa dop aa 
with the coming of the Christ. 






(ac k round— After the reconstruction of the temple, the KAE began 
» grumbling against God, neglecting true worship. In spite of the many times 


God had delivered them, the people were ungrateful and forgot their history, 


saying, “And how has God shown His love?” (1:2). The priesthood Hears, 
their sacred duties, no longer teaching the Law, accepting inferior sacrifices 
(1:7, 8) from men who oppressed the widows and orphans, and abandoning _ 
their lawful wives and children (2:14-16). Empty ritualism, hypocrisy, 
irreverence, apostasy, sorcery, and idolatrous practices were common (3: 5) 
= Because of the sins of the priests and the people, droughts, disease, and 
misfortunes were commonplace. The Book of Malachi addresses these issues. 


Outline 


Introduction (1:1) 
ii 7a Love for Israel (1:2-5) 
srael Rebuked for Unfaithfulness 









iveniehing Will Reesor God Diesing 
(3:70-15) | er? 
VI, The Faithful Will Be Vindicated (3: 16-18)" 





o VIT. The Day of the Lord (3: 19-24) 
z f € Messiah's Coming Judgment (3: 17a) | 
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MALACHI I 1054 


œ. The Lord’s Love for Israel m> 
The burden of the word of the Lord to 
Israel by the hand of His messenger 
Malachi. Take it to heart!t 
“I have loved you,” says the Lord. “But 
you Say, ‘In what way have You loved us?’ 
Was not Esau the brother of Jacob?” says 
the Lord. “Yet Jacob I have loved,t “but 
Esau I have hated, and I have appointed his 
borders for destruction and made his her- 
itage aS dwellings of the wilderness.” 4Be- 
cause one will say, “Edom has been de- 
stroyed, but let us return and rebuild the 
desolate places,” thus says the Lord, Ruler 
of all: “They may build, but: will throw 
down. They shall be caled the Territory of 
Wickedness, and the cecole against whom 
the Lord has placed Himself forever. *Your 
eyes will see, and vou will say, “The Lord is | 








“But now earnestly entreat the face of 
your God and pray to Him. These things 
have been done by your hands; shall I ac- 
cept these from you?” says the Lord 
Almighty.t '“For this reason, even among 
| you the doors will be shut, and you will not 
burn an offering on My altar. I have no 
| pleasure in you,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“nor will I accept an offering from your 
hands. !!For from the rising of the sun even 
to its going down, My name has been glori- 
fied among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered to My name, anda ~ 
pure offering, for My name shall be great 
among the Gentiles,” says the Lord | 
Almighty.t !2“But you profane it in that you 
say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled; and | 
the food placed upon it is contemptible’? | 
l3And you said, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ | 


magnified beyond the borders of Israel... - | And I have blown these away,” says the 
A Ded ON aaia | Lord Almighty. “And you bring prey, the 
Ste AN LAAN baie lame, and the sick, and when you bring an 


“A son honors his father, and a servant | offering, should I accept these from your | 
his master. If then, I am the Father, where is | hands?”. says the Lord Almighty. ““But — 
My honor? And if I am a Master, where is | cursed be the man who is able, who hasin | 
the reverence due to me?” says the Lord | his flock a male, and takes a vow but sacri- | 
Almighty. “You priests are the ones who)! fices to the Lord what is blemished—for 1 | 
disparage My name, yet you say, ‘In what | am a great King,” says the Lord Almighty, 
way have we disparaged Your name?’ ‘You | “and My name is glorious among the na- 
offer defiled bread on My altar, but you Say, | tions. | 
‘How have we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The 

-™ Contemptible Priests «> 


table of the Lord is contemptible and the 
food placed upon it is contemptible.’t And J “And now, O ‘priests, this command- | 
ment is for you. 2If you will not hear, | 


when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is | 

that not evil? And when you offer the lame | and if you will not take it to heart, to give 

and sick, is that not evil? Offer it then | glory to My name,” says the Lord 

to your ruler! See if he will accept it, if he | Almighty, “I will send a curse‘upon you, | 
and I will curse your blessing; indeed will 


will accept it favorably,” says the Lord . lü 
Almighty. curse it, and I will scatter your blessing, — 








1:1 Malachi means “my messenger.” A burden or oracle is a prophetic poetic message in the form of a 
question and answer dialog between God and the people, Malachi is a long oracle rebuking the 
hypocrisy of the people of God. Take it to heart is good advice for reading any of the prophets. 
1:2-4 In what way have You loved us? God declares His love for His people, but they reply coldly. God 
reminds them of the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Jacob | have loved, but Esau | have 
hated is a Semitic way of emphasizing God's choice of Jacob, not of indicating hatred for the unchose" 
(see Gn 25:23; Lk 14:26; Rom 9:10-13), | 
1:7, 8 The priests offered defiled bread, as well as blind, lame, and sick animals, as sacrifices contrary to | 
Mosaic directives. Malachi observes that they do not treat their civil ruler with such contempt. | 
1:9, 10 The Lord calls the people to make atonement and to pray. He will not, however, accept an of- | 
fering favorably while the priests and people continue their liturgical misdeeds. When liturgical actions | 
are void of repentance and faithfulness, the clergy and people simply go through the motions. | 
1:11 A remarkable and clear prophecy that the Gentiles, in their worship of God, in every place or _ | 
church will burn incense before Him—as Israel had done. To this day, incense is offered in nearly every 
service of the Orthodox Church. | 
1:12-14 In Malachi’s day people complained that worship brings on weariness. Today, people complain | 
that worship is “boring.” Worship was not designed by God as entertainment, but for His people t | 
have communion with Him. | 
| 











will have it no more because you 


| and take this to heart. 3Behold, I am 


0 ing my back on you, and I will smear 
a on your faces, the dung of your 
iwe and I will carry you away at the 

e time.t 4Then you will know that I 
è sent this commandment to you, that 
ay covenant is with the sons of Levi,” says 
ne Lord Almighty." 


“My covenant of life and peace was with | 


yim, and I gave this to him that he might 
reverently fear Me, that he might be estab- 


ished before My name. “The law of truth 
yas in his mouth, and injustice was not 


| fund on his lips. He walked with Me in 
| peace and equity, and turned many away 
| zom lawlessness. ‘For the lips of a priest 


should keep knowledge, and people should 
ek the law from his mouth, for he is the 


| messenger of the Lord Almighty.? 


But you have departed from the way} 


| you weakened many in the law and cor- 


mpted the covenant: of, Levi,” says the 


| lord Almighty. °“Theretore HE alse made 


I you contemptible and disregarded before 
| al nations, because you have not guarded 


| My ways but have shown partiality in the | 


law,” 

"Did not one God ‘create you? Do you 
hot all have one father? Why, then, does 
fach of you forsake his brother to profane 


ihe covenant of your fathers?t !!Judah was 


= == —— = -= as = < 


1 by 


orsaken, and- an abomination has- oc- 


‘ured in Israel andin Jerusalem, for Ju- 


t3 The word here is dung (Gr. anaustrov). The Hebrew text also reads “dung,” The offal of offerings | 









LACHI 2:17 


which He loved, and sought out foreign 
gods. !2The Lord will destroy the man who 
does these things until he is humiliated 
from the tents of Jacob and from among 
those who offer sacrifice to the Lord 
Almighty. iy 


æ The Tragedy of Divorce 7- 

3And you do these things which I hate. 
You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, 
with weeping and moaning because of 
troubles, yet still thinking it is worthy to 
look upon your sacrifice or take it as ac- 
ceptable from your hands.t /4And you Say, 
“Why?” Because the Lord has been witness 


between you and the wife of your youth, 


whom you have forsaken; yet she is your 
companion and the wife of your covenant. 
ISBut did He not make another, having a 
remnant of His Spirit? Yet you ask, “What 
else does God seek but offspring?” But take 
heed to your spirit, and do not forsake the 
wife of your youth. 16“But-if you hate her 
and send her away,” says the Lord God of 
Israel, “ungodliness -will obscure your 
thinking,” says the Lord Almighty. “So take 
heed to your spirit, that you.do not forsake 
her” '7You weary the Lord with your words, 
yet you say, “In what way have we wearied 


Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does 


evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He 
delights in them,” or, “Where is the God of 
justice?”t iw bie noez 5 





ii removed from the sanctuary and burned (see Ex 29:14;-Lv.4:11,.12). God detests false offerings so 
Nensely that He threatens to rub dung on the faces of the priests:and take them out to the dung heap 
s refuse, This passage was so disturbing that later Targums translated it, “I will make visible on your 

xes the shame of your crimes,” In this instance, Malachi delivers an angelic message with an.earthy — 
ngue, demonstrating the severity of the priestly misdeeds. 


in 25:12 13; Dt 10:8, 9). 


Malachi reminds the priests of the Levitic covenant and what they are meant to be'and do (see 


| A stunning job description of the priest serving Christ today. | | | 

| th Christians call God Father because Jesus Christ, the eternally begotten Son of God, revealed Him as 
2: <r (Mt 3:17; 6:9), and He has made us the children of God (Jn 1:12). it | 5 

thro 12 Sons of israel profaned the holy things of the Lord. Too often they followed foreign gods 


ch ah intermarriage with pagan women, which was prohibited 


(see Ex 34:11-16; Dt 721-4). St: Paul 


X this truth in saying, “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2Co 6:14): 


i gs 


i tivo, © In this passage, God says | hate two things: hypocrisy (v. 13) and divorce (vv. 14-16). Regarding 
the husband is held accountable, for he has forsaken his wife. We learn that (1) marriage 
“OMpanionship—an intimate relationship and partnership between husband and wife; (2) mar- 


; storie ¢ covenant between the Lord and the husband and wife, not to be broken—which is why the 


| i 





èi) Ord to husbands: do not forsake her (v. 16). 


h ; 
elr own evil acts cause their troubles. 


Pring. Urch sees it asa sacrament which is permanent; and (3) marriage produces the fruit of off- 
fhal hee Pray in the wedding service, “And let them behold their children’s children.” Thus, God's 


p '] l 


Í Stha Mi People weary the Lord, accusing Him of blessing evil doers. and withholding justice. The truth 


MALACHI 3:1 


~ Messenger of the Covenant -=> 





will prepare the way before Me. And 


the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly 


come into His temple, even the Messenger 
of the covenant, whom you desire. Behold, 
He is coming,” says the Lord Almighty." 
“But who can endure the day of His com- 
ing? And who can withstand His appear- 


ance? For He enters like a refiner’s fire | 


and-as soap in one’s wash.t 3He will sit as 
a refiner and a purifier of silver and gold. 
He will purify the sons of Levi and pour 
them out as purified gold and silver, and 
they will bring an offering to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem ill be pleasing to the 
Lord, as in the days of oid, as in- former 
years. ! 


“And I will draw near ic you in judg- 
ment. a swift witness against sorcerers, | blessed, for you will be a delightful land,” 


adulterers, those who swear falsely by My 
name. those who exploit wage-earners, 
those who oppress widows ane aiflict or- 
phans, those who pervert the justice due 
foreigners, and those who do not fear Me,” 
says the Lord Almighty.t ®*“For I am the 
Lord your God; I have not changed. But 
you, O sons of Jacob, have not abstained 
7from the sins of your fathers. You have 
turned away from My ordinances and have 
not kept them. 


3:1-7 My messenger: The Lord will send John the Baptist to prepare the way ( 


1056 





“Behold, I send My messenger, and he | 











~% Tithing Brings God’s Blessing >. 
“Return to Me and I will return to you,” 
says the Lord Almighty. “But you say, ‘In 
what way shall we return?’ *Will a man in- 
sult God? Yet you have insulted Me! But 
you say, ‘In what way have we insulted 


You? You kept back your tithes and offer- 


ings.t 9You most certainly turned your 
back on Me, you and the whole nation, 
and you insulted Me. You brought all the 
produce into the storehouses—but it will 
be plundered in its house. Return now in 


this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I 


will not open for you the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out for you a blessing un- 
til it is overflowing. !!And I shall send it to 
you for food and I will not destroy the fruit 
of your ground, nor will the vine in the 
field fail to bear fruit,” says the Lord 
Almighty. !2“And all nations will call you 


says the Lord Almighty. 

13“You spoke harsh words against Me,” 
says the Lord, “yet you say, ‘What have we 
spoken against You?’t 14You have said, ‘One 
who serves God is foolish; what profit have 
we from keeping His ordinances, and why 
do we go as suppliants before the face of 
the Lord Almighty? And now we call for- 
eigners blessed, and those doing lawless 
deeds are raised up—they even oppose God 
and go free.” 





see ls 40:3) as forerunner 


of the Messiah. Our Lord Jesus Christ verifies this prophecy about John in Mt 11:10, 14. 


3:2, 3 As with many prophe 


are not separated. The Lord comes as both Savior and Judge. As Savior, He redeems the cre 


cies of Christ in the Old Testament, the first and second comings of Christ 


ation from 


sin, death, and the devil. As Judge, He will both purify and terrify: And who can withstand His appear- 


ance? The offering is the body and blood of Christ. 
3:5 Sorcerers, adulterers, and those w 
and to society. Sorcery or witchcraft is 
is sexual infidelity to one’s spouse or WI 
and perjury, taking God's name in vain. 


This list of those who exploit wage-earners . .. oppress widows and afflict orphans . . 
emonstrates the biblical concern with social as well as pe 


Christ Himself, the New Testament apostles, and the saints 
tion is a singular reality and cannot be arbitrarily divided 


justice due foreigners, and do not fear Me d 
sonal morality. The Old Testament prophets, 
of the Church all address social matters. Crea 
into personal and social categories. 


3:6, 7 God has not changed and does not change. The Scriptures (Heb 13:8) and the Churc 


apply this verse to Christ. 

3:8-12 How have we insulted you? God 
held tithes and offerings. A tithe is a tenth of one 
ern Christians reject tithing, claiming it is a part of 
Abram (Abraham) tithed to Melchizedek 
(Gn 14:18-20). And Melchizedek is a type 0 
blessing until it is overflowing, 


3:13-15 Speaking against God is the heart of the problem. They call 


ho swear falsely indicate practices deeply destructive to the soul 
an attempt to manipulate creation for one’s own ends. Adultery 
ith the spouse of another. Swearing falsely by God's name | 


s lying 


_ pervert the 


h Fathers 


answers this self-righteous question pointedly: they have with- 
's income; offerings are additional gifts. Some Moe" 

the Law not applicable today. But they f 
five hundred years before the Law was given to Moses 
f Christ (Heb 6:19—7;6). To those who tithe, 


orget that 


God promises 4 


people who serve God foolish and 


accuse Him of blessing the wicked, thereby attempting to put Him on trial. 
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things each to his neighbor, and the 
the eq listened and heard them, and He 





| LO te a book of remembrance before His 


for those who feared the Lord and rey- 
d His name. '’“They shall be mine,” 
ays the Lord Almighty, “in the day that I 
make them My possession, and I will 


y 
face 


| choose them as a man chooses his own son 


who serves him. '*Then you shall return, 
snd you Will discern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between one who serves 


| God and one who does not serve Him. 


c The Day of the Lord =- 
“For behold, the day of the Lord is 


| burn them up, and it shall be that all for- 
signers and all who do wickedly will be 
316-18 Contrast such people with those who feared the Lord and reverenced His name. Their names 


EEE a So LOS 
ı those who feared the Lord spoke 





Aledo Ek 


stubble; and the day that is coming shall 
burn them up,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“and neither root nor branch will be left of 
them.t 2°But to you who fear My name the 
Sun of Righteousness shall arise with heal- 
ing in His wings, and you shall go forth 
leaping as little calves released from their 
bonds.t 2! You shall trample the wicked, for 
they shall be ashes under your feet on the 
day I do this,” says the Lord Almighty. 
2“Behold, I will send you Elijah before the 
coming of the great and glorious day of 
the Lord.t 23And he will turn the heart of 
the father to his son, and a man’s heart to 
his neighbor, lest I come and strike the 


| | earth completely. 24Be in remembrance of 
coming, burning like an oven. And it will | 


the Law of Moses My servant. as I com- 
manded him, with its statutes and judg- 
ments, at Horeb for all Israel.”t 


| ae in a book of remembrance (Ex 32:32-34; Is 4:3; Dan 7:10). . 


319 For all who do wickedly, the day of the Lord, the last judgment, shall burn them up. 
| 320 For those who fear the Lord, Christ the Sun of Righteousness, He shall bring healing. 
| 322 Elijah the Tishbite and Mases were present with the Lord at His Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-13). 


| 424 The Giver of the Law of Moses will soon become incarnate, writing His laws on our hearts and 


| minds and remembering our sins and lawless deeds no more (Heb 10:16, 17). 





Ait h or— a aie to ‘both h Jewish and Chen E ea isaith the son le 
Amoz is the author of this, book; NAS which means “the: salvation of God. 4 
was from the'tribe’ of Judah’ and was the nephew of King Amaziah 
(796-767 BC) of Judah. He is commemorated on, May. gun | 


‘Date—The time period i is mentioned as “in the days of Uzziah, aat AA 

+ and Hezekiah, kings of Judah >» This places the book about 745-680 BC, aes 
approximately 25 years, before the Assyrian see of the Northern | 
Kingdom. to about 40, years < after it, AA TA eaa EW ob ov lis 


CN Aajor Lh hem lea “The Holy One of | Israel” ff. ae who anaes His nee ; 

S people but later will redeem theni. The prophets vision of the glory of God ~ 
(1:6ff) is, one of infinite a anscendence. Man’s role is one of faith in ‘response 
to God’s holiness and-vision for the world. Isaiah revealed the Messiah i In 
amazing detail——as if he were telling’ history instead of the future. He even ‘ 
describes the Theotokos (ch. 7) and how she is to conceive and bear God the 
Son incarnate with her virginity intact. Isaiah describes the suffering of 
Christ (ch. 53) together with His Resurrection from the dead, proclaiming 
His kingdom as if it had already happened. 





ee nd— Assyria was growing in power under Tiglath-Pileser, who 

turned to the west after his conquests to the east. He saw the kingdom of 
Israel fall to Assyria’s might along with other nations along the 
Mediterranean coast. Seeing his people taken captive, Isaiah turned to warn 
the Southern Kingdom of Judah to trust in God alone. 


Outline 


I. Israel and the Nadon a: 1—35: 10) | A. God comforts His people (40: :|—46: 13) 




















A. The judgment of Judah (1;1—4:1) B, Cyrus of Persia as God’s agen i and the | 
B. The restoration of Zion (4:2-6) defeat of Babylon (47:1—48:22) 
C. The Son of the Vineyard (5:1-30) C,The Messiah (49:1—57:21) 
D. The call of Isaiah (6:1—13) IV. The Coming Kingdom of God 
E. The Assyrian threat (7:;1—10:4) (58:1—66:24) 
E The judgment of Assyria (10:5—12:6) A. True worship of God (58:1-14) 
G. The judgment of the nations B. The forgiveness of God's people | 
(13:1—23;18) (59:1 60:22) a 
H. The apocalypse of Isaiah (24:1—27:13) C. The coming of the Messiah (6t:!- 11) | 
l, Further judgment for the nations D, The judgment of God on His people / 
(28:1 —35:10) (62:1—-63:6) | 
II. Historical Section (36;1—39:8) E. The remnant (63:7—65:16) 
II. The Salvation of God's People: The Messiah F The rule of God at the end ofti: ime 
(40:1—57:21) (65:17—66:24). ene uad ee 
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The vision nib Isaiah the son of Arnon! 
which he saw against Judah and 
| jerusalem in the kingdom of Uzziah., 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 

ah. 

e e noihtavei: and listen, O earth. For 
the Lord has spoken: “I have begotten and 
prought up sons, but they rejected Me. 
‘The ox knows its owner and the donkey its 
master’s crib; but Israel does not know Me, 
and the people do not understand Me.” 
iAjas, sinful nation, a people full of sins, an 
evil seed, lawless children. They forsook 
the Lord; they provoked to anger the Holy 
One of Israel.t “Why should’ you’ still be 
struck as you continue in lawlessness? The 
whole head is in pain, and the whole heart 


They have not been closed or bandaged. or 
soothed: with ointment. "Your land is deso- 
late; your cities are burned with ‘fire. 
Strangers take over your land in your pres- 
ence and it is made desolate, overthrown 
by foreign people. 8So the daughter of Zion 
is forsaken, like a tent in a vineyard, like a 
hut in a garden of cucumbers, like a be- 
Sieged city. 9Unless the Lord of hosts had 
left us a seed, we would have become like 
Sodom and been made like Gomorrah.t 
“Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers 
„of Sodom. Give ear to the law of our God, 
you people of Gomorrah: “What is the 
multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” says 
the Lord. “I am full of the burnt offerings 
of rams and the fat of lambs. I do not de- 
sire the blood of bulls and he-goats.t 
hen you come to appear before Me, 


ta few will listen to the words of the prophet. 


Pirit, / A A broken and humbled heart” (Ps 50:19). 


226 
Mix yy 


W has rejected the Bridegroom. 





WhO required these things from your 





in sadness. From the feet all the way to the - 
head, there is no soundness ‘in them, only- 
wounds and bruises and festering sores, 


———— 


ISAIAH 1:24 


hards to tread! My court? Although you 
should bring fine wheat flour, it is vain. In- 
cense is an abomination to Me. I cannot 
endure your new moons, and Sabbaths, 
and the calling of assemblies, and fasting 
and holy day. '*Your new moons and feasts 
My soul hates: You have become a dissatis- 
faction to Me; I will not forgive your sins. 
‘When you stretch forth your hands ‘to 
Me, I will turn My eyes from you. Although 
you make many prayers, I will not listen to 
you. Your hands are full of blood. !6Wash 
yourselves, make yourselves clean. Put 
away the evils from your souls before My 
eyes. Cease from your evils.“ !7Learn to do 
good. Seek judgment and redeem the 
wronged. Defend the orphan and justify 
the widow. '*Come now, and let us reason 
together,” says the Lord, “although your 
sins are like crimson, | shall make them 
white like snow, and although they are as 
scarlet, | shall make them white like wool. 





| I9If you are willing and obedient; you shall 


eat the good things of the land: 2°But if you 
are unwilling and disobedient, you shall be 
devoured by the sword,” for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken. 

2lHow the faithful city of Zion has be- 
come a prostitute! It was full of judgment. 
Righteousness lodged in it, but now mur- 
derers.t 22Your silver is worthless; your tav- 
ern-keepers mix wine with water.t 23Your 
rulers are disobedient and companions of 
thieves. Everyone loves bribes and follows 
after rewards. They do not defend the or- 
phans, nor do they regard the cause of the 
widow.t 24Therefore says the Master, the 
Lord of hosts: “Woe to the mighty ones of 
Israel, for My anger against the adversaries 
will not cease; and I will execute judgment 





A Isaiah in Hebrew means “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.” 
ori The image of Israel is that of an entire body covered with wounds and sores—a body that not 
oh fuses treatment, but will not even recognize that it is sick. 
"+ God will not allow His people to be completely wiped out., One good seed will still yield much fruit, 


11-45 God will not forgive (v. 14) false religious piety, but He will accept the sacrifice of "a broken. | 


Righteousness i is God's presence, which lodged in Zion, but the people forsook Him. 

Silver j is worthless: the words of the prophets have been corrupted with bad Interpretations. mey 
Wine with water: correct doctrine has been watered down by human reason. 

ion People are orphans because they have become disobedient to their heavenly Father. The 


~~ 
16-20 This passage is read on January 5, the Eve of the Feast of t Theophany. 








upon you and purge you completely. I will 
destroy those who disobey and remove all 
the lawless from you; I will humble all the 
arrogant. 2° will establish your judges as at 
the first and your counselors as at the be- 
ginning. Afterward, you shall be called the 
city of righteousness, Zion, the faithful 
mother-city.”. 27For her captives shall be 
saved with judgment and with mercy. 2°The 


lawless and sinners shall be destroyed to- | 


gether. Those who forsake the Lord shall 
come to an end. 29For they. shall be 
ashamed of the idols they desired and the 


gardens they longed for. °°For they shall be | 


as a terebinth tree that has lost its leaves; 
like a garden with no water. 3'Their 
strength shall be as broken fiber and their 
works-as sparks of fire. The lawless and the 
sinners will burn together, and no one shall 
quench them. : 


The word that came from the Lord to 
Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem.4 
2ZNow it shall come to dass in: the last 
days, the mountain of the Lord and the 
house of God shall be visible on the tops of 
the mountains and exalted above the hills. 
All the Gentiles shall come to it.t 3Many 


Gentiles shall travel and say, “Come and let | : 
the Lord’s presence and the glory of His 


us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob. He will proclaim 
His way to us, and we shall walk in it.” For 
the law of the Lord shall go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. *He shall judge between the 
Gentiles and rebuke many people. They 
shall beat their swords into plows and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. 

50 now, house of Jacob, come and let us 
walk in the light of the Lord. For He for- 
sook His people, the house of Israel, for as 
from the beginning, their land is filled with 
divinations—like the land of foreigners— 


and many children of foreigners were born | 


a 








to them. 7Their land is filled with silver and 


gold, and there is no end to their treasures. 


Their land is also filled with horses; there js 


no end to their chariots. "Their land is algo 
filled with the abominations of their works, 
and they worship the works of their hands, 
which their fingers made. ’A man bows 
down. and each man humbles himself, but | 
will not forgive them. '°Enter now into the 
rocks and hide in the earth from the face of 
the Lord, for fear and the glory of His 
might when He rises to smite the earth. 
llFor the eyes of the Lord are lofty, and man 
is humble. The haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, and the Lord alone shall be ex- 
alted in that day. !*For the day of the Lord 
of hosts shall come upon all who are inso- 
lent, arrogant, high and lifted up, and they 
shall be humbled; and upon every cedar 


tree of Lebanon; high and lifted up, and 


upon. every oak of. Bashan, tand upon 
every mountain and lofty hill, and upon 
every high tower and fortified wall, '°and 
upon every ship of the sea, and upon every 
sight of beautiful ships. !7Every man shall 
be humbled, and the haughtiness of man 
shall fall. The Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day. !8But they shall hide all the 
things made by hands. !9They shall carry 
them into the caves and cracks of the rocks, 
and into the holes of the earth, from fear of 


might when He arises to strike the earth. 
20For in that day, man will cast away his 
abominations of silver and gold, which 
they made to worship worthless things and 
bats, 2!so as to enter into the holes of solid 


rocks and clefts of the rugged rocks, from 


fear of the Lord and the glory of His might 
when He arises to strike the earth. 


For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts; 

takes away from Judah and from 
Jerusalem the strong man and the strong 
woman: the strength of bread and the 
strength of water; 2the mighty man and the 
man of war; the judge, the prophet, the di- 
viner, and the elder; ĉthe captain of fifty, t ec 





1:24-31 God's judgment, tempered by His mercy, will humble and establish order as it was at the be- 
ginning for those who repent. i 7 | 
2:2, 3 The mountain is a symbol of the Church, which will proclaim God's way to all the Gentiles (see 


Mic 4:1-4). 


_— ~~ - 
2:1-3 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. 























erful counselor, the skillful artisan, 
wo! the prudent disciple. *“I will give chil- 
an nto be their princes, and mockers shall 
a over them. "The people will collapse, 
sery one on another and every one on his 
‘eighbor. The child will be arrogant toward 
he sider and vulgar toward the honorable.” 
‘when a man takes hold of his brother or 
his father’s servant, saying, “You have 
jjothing; you be our ruler and let my food 
pe under your roof.” ‘In that day, he will 
protest, Saving, “I will not be your ruler, for 
iamy house there is neither food nor cloth- 





| ing. I will not be the ruler of this people.” 


‘for Jerusalem is ruined and Judah is 
fallen, because their tongues are lawless 
and they are disobedient to the Lord. Now 
their glory is humbled. ’The shame on their 
face witnesses against them. They declare 
and exhibit their sin as Sodom. Woe to their 
soul, for they planned evil upon them- 
selves, ‘saying, “Let.us nand over the 
nghteous man, for he is burdensome to us.” 
They shall eat the fruit of their doings.t 
Woe to the wicked! [ft skali be ill with him, 
forthe reward of his hangs shall be given 
| him. “0 My people, your punishers gather 
you, and those who make deinands of you 













bless you lead you astray and trouble the 
| Path of your feet.” 13The Lord stands up to 
| Dlead and stands to judge His people. "The 
Lord will enter into judgment with the el- 
| rs of His people and His princes: “For 
| You set fire to My vineyard and the plunder 
ithe poor is in your houses. !5What do you 
| es by crushing My people and grinding 
Ne faces of the poor?” ` 
E ‘Moreover the Lord says, “Because the 
| enters of Zion are haughty and walk 
| "th outstretched necks and wanton eyes, 
“Cause they walk and mince as they go, 
ie oe a jingling with their feet,t there- 
ie he Lord will humble the chief daugh- 
i of Zion. The Lord will uncover their se- 
Aol the glory of their garments and 
tres ‘iments: the hair-clasps, the tassels, the 
“ents, Ithe necklace, and the ornament 
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ule over you. O My people, those who | 


Ne Darts.” 18In that day, the Lord will take 


~ an 


—— 





Ne Their sin is made worse because they hand over those who are righteous. 
tem aughters of Zion are the wealthy women of Jerusalem who lived near the royal palace and the 
4 € during Isaiah's time. Their humiliation is a metaphor for the coming humiliation of Jerusalem, 


place in power and richness.t 2He placed a 
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on their faces; 2°even the collection of glo- 
rious adornment, the anklets and the arm- 
lets, the bracelets for the right arm and the 
finger-rings and the earrings, 2'the gar- 
ments dyed and decorated with purple, 
22the house-coats and transparent Lyconian 
garments, 2°the fine linen—the hyacinthine 
and scarlet and flax interwoven with gold 
and hyacinth—and the flowing veils. “And 
so it shall be, instead of a sweet smell there 
will be dust; instead of a sash, a rope; in- 
stead of a golden ornament of the head, 
baldness; and for your deeds, instead of 
purple, you will have sackcloth. Your 
most handsome son, whom you love, shall 
fall by the sword, and your mighty shall fall 
by the sword. 26And your chests of adorn- 
ments shall lament and mourn, and you 
shall be left to sit on the ground. 


Seven women shall take hold of one 

man, saying, “We will eat our own food 
and wear our own apparel, only let us be 
called by your name, to take away our dis- 
grace.” 2In that day, the Lord will shine in 
counsel and glory on the earth, to exalt and 
glorify those of Israel who remain. ?And it 
shall come to pass that those who remain 
in Zion and in Jerusalem will be called 
holy—everyone who is recorded among the 
living in Jerusalem, *because the Lord shall 
wash away the filth of the sons and the 
daughters of Zion, and shall purge the 
blood of Jerusalem from their midst by 
the Spirit of judgment and the Spirit of burn- 
ing.t He shall come and there shall be with 
regard to Mt. Zion and everything round 
about, a cloud to overshadow it by day, and 
as it were smoke and light of fire burning at 
night, and it shall be covered altogether 
with glory. It shall be for shade from the 
heat, fora place of shelter, and for a hiding- 
place from inclement weather and rain. 

“Now I will sing to My Beloved a song 


5 of My Beloved regarding My vineyard: 
There was a vineyard for My Beloved, a 


anid the Spirit of judgment: God will send a flood of affliction on the people to wash away their sin, 
Water Spirit of burning will be like a purifying fire to purge them of their guilt. These two images of 
sy Nd fire also prefigure the washing of regeneration in baptism. | 

| of the vineyard is similar to Jewish harvest songs used on feast days. In Jn 15:1-6, Christ 
elf “the true vine”; His Father “the vinedresser”; and those who are grafted, “the branches.” 
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wall around it and fortified it. He planted it 


with the choicest vine. He built a tower in | 


its midst and also made a winepress in it. 
So I waited for it to bring forth grapes, but 
it produced thorn-plants. 3And now, man of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, judge 
between Me and My vineyard. 4What shall 
I yet do for My vineyard that I have not 
done for it? For I waited for it to bring forth 
grapes, but it produced thorn-plants. 5But 
now I will tell you what I shall do to My 
vineyard: I shall remove its wall and it shall 
be for booty. I shall break down its wall and 
it shall be trampled underfoot. ®I will for- 


cultivated, but thorns shall sprout forth as 
in a barren land. I will also command the 
clouds not to rain on it.” “For the vineyard 
of the Lord of hests-is the house of Israel, 
and the man of Judah is His beloved plant. 
I waited ior it to bring forth judgment, but 
it brought forth-lawiessriess,.and not righ- 
teousness, but a cry. 

Woe to those who join house to house, 
who add field to field, to. take something 
from their neighber. Sureiy you will: not 
dwell alone in the land.t For these things 


reached the ears of the-Lord of hosts, :for | 


though many large and beautiful. houses 


should be built, they shall be desolate, for 


there shall-be no one to live in them.°For 


where ten yoke of oxen shall work, the land | 
Shall yield one jar, and whoever sows six | 


homers shall receive three measures. !! Woe 
to those who rise early in the morning to 
follow intoxicating drink; to those who 
continue until night, for wine shall inflame 


them. !4For they drink wine with the harp, 


the strings, the tambourine and flute, but 

they do not look at the deeds of the Lord, 

nor consider the works of His hands! 
'’Therefore my people became captives, 


because they did not know the Lord; anda- 


multitude died through hunger and thirst 
for water. “Hades enlarged itself and 
opened its mouth continually. The glorious, 
the great, the wealthy, and the troublesome 
shall descend into it. !5A man shall be hu- 
miliated, and a man shall be dishonored; 
and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled. 
'6But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in 
judgment, and the Holy God shall be glori- 


5:8-25 The prophet Isaiah describes their sins: greed (v, 8); love of pleasure (v. 11); indifference to God 
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fied in righteousness. !’Those plundered 
Shall be fed as bulls, and lambs shall eat on 
the waste places of those taken away. 
'8Woe to those who draw sins to them- 
selves as with a long rope and lawlessness 
as with the strap of a cow’s yoke, !*who say, 
“Let Him speedily hasten what He will do 
that we may see it, and let the counsel of the 
Holy One of Israel come, that we may know 
it!” 2°Woe to those who call evil good and 
good evil, who put darkness for light and 
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter! 2!Woe to those who are 


| intelligent in their own eyes and expert in 
sake My vineyard. It shall not be pruned or 


their own sight! “Woe to your strong ones 


who drink wine and the mighty ones who 


mix intoxicating drink, who justify the 
ungodly for a bribe and take away justice 
from the righteous man! 24Therefore in the 
manner that stubble shall be burned by 
coals of fire and consumed by a violent 
flame, their root shall be like chaff and 
their flower shall go up like dust, for they 
did not will to do the law of the Lord of 
hosts, but despised the word of the Holy 
One of Israel. 2>Thus the wrath of the Lord 
of hosts. is furious against His people. He 
laid His hand on them and struck them. The 
mountains were provoked, and their car- 
casses were as refuse in the midst of the 
road. For all this His anger was not turned 
away, but His hand is still uplifted. 
26Consequently He shall take up a ban- 


ner to the nations from afar and will whis- 


tle to them from the ends of the earth. Be- 
hold, they are coming swiftly and with 
speed.t 27They shall not hunger or be 
weary. Neither shall they slumber nor 
sleep. Nor shall they loose the belts from 
their loins, Neither shall their sandal-straps 
be broken. 28Their arrows are sharp, and 


their bows are bent. The hooves of their 


horses seem like flint and their chariot- 
wheels like a sudden blast of wind. They 


rush like lions, and stand like a young lion 


that seizes his prey and roars like a wild 
animal, then carries it away; and there 
shall be no one to. deliver them. In that 
day, they will bellow against them like the 
sound of the roaring sea. They will look at 
the land and behold harsh darkness in 
their despair. 





(v. 12); intentional evil acts (v, 18); mocking God (v. 19); perversion of truth (v: 20); vanity and concelt 
(v. 21); dishonesty (v, 23); and finally, rejecting God's law and despising His word (v. 24). 
5:26-30 These verses describe the historical consequences of the sins laid out in vv: 8-23. 
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bth the year King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted 


The house was full of His glory. | 
when it falls from its case.” 


round Him stood seraphim; each one 

nad six Wings: with two he covered his | 
| face, With two he covered his feet; and with 

wo he flew. "And one cried to another and 
"gid, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of His glory.” ‘The 
intel was lifted up by the voice of those 
who cried out, and the house was filled 
with smoke.°So I said, “Woe is me, because 
iam pierced to the heart, for being a man 
and having unclean lips, I dwell in the 
midst of a people with unclean-lips; for | 
saw the King, the Lord of hosts, with my 
eyes!” Then one 


he took with tongs from the ‘altar.t 7He | 
uched my mouth, and said, “Behold, this | 
has touched your lips. Your lawlessness is 
taken away, and your sin is cleansed.” sI | 
also heard the voice of the Lorg, saying, 
‘Whom shall I send, and who will goto this | 
people?” Then I said, “Behoid, here am I, | 

send me.” 9So He said, “Go, and tell this 
people, ‘You shall hear indeed, but not un- 

| derstand: and you shall see indeed, but not 
perceive.t 10For the heart of this people has 
become insensitive, and their ears ¿hear 
with difficulty. They have closed their eyes, 
lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and return, and I should heal 
them.” Then I said, “Lord, how long?” So 
He answered, “Until the cities are laid 

Waste and without inhabitant, the houses 

| € without people, and the land shall be 
left desolate, }2After this God will remove 
ne people far away, and those Jeft in the 





6:1 The year King Uzziah died: Certain bi 


61-6 Isaiah's vision has strongly 


Y,” the Thrice-Holy Hymn. 


| the 7 A live coal touching the mouth: Isaiah experiences ! ; NATET i 
oF fact, after an Orthodox priest receives communion, he quietly 


reia be served to the faithful. In 

ta» e seraphim’s proclamation (v. 7). 
lia, eople sin by choice, not by nature, 
j The Hebrew phrase Shear-Jashub means, 


K confir mation to King Ahaz of the Lord's promise to heal 
kings of Israel and 
= r (T)<—_<—$___——_ 


hie 
| pression of contempt for the 
i by ; 

| th 2 This Passage is read on Thursday OF t 
| “Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. 








one of the seraphim was sent | 
tme. He had a live coal in his hand, which | 


sins of the king caused prophecy to cease for a time 
influenced the development of Orthodox’ Christian worship. For the 


| Tiutch, like heaven, has an altar) a throne, smoke from the 
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land shall multiply. Yet a tenth shall be 
left in it, and again it shall be for plunder- 
ing, like a terebinth tree or like an acorn 





P7 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz 


the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, 
king of Judah, there came up Rezin king of 
Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king 
of Israel, against Jerusalem to war against 


| it; but they could not conquer it. “Then it 


was reported to the house of David, saying, 
“Syria’s forces made an agreement with 
Ephraim.” So his soul and the soul of his 
people was confounded, as a tree of the 
woods is shaken by the wind. *Then the 
Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet 
Ahaz, you and Shear-Jashub your son, at 
the end of the aqueduct from the upper 
pool, on the highway to the Fuller's Field,t 
4aond say. to him, ‘Guard yourself and be 
silent: do not fear, neither let your soul be 
disheartened because of these two stubs of 
smoking firebrands, for when My fierce 
anger is over. again I shall heal. “The son of 
Syria and the son of Remaliah have plotted 
evil. against you, saying, °“Let us go up 
against Judah and talk with them, and let 
us turn them to our side, and let us make 
the son of Tabel king of it.” 7Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: “This counsel shall not con- 
tinue, nor shall it come to pass. *But the 
head of Syria is Damascus; nevertheless, in 
sixty-five years the kingdom of Ephraim 
will cease being a people. %Also the head of 
Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of 
Samaria is Remaliah’s son, and if you do 
not believe this; neither will you under- 
stand it.”’ ” | 
1\0Moreover the Lord added this to Ahaz, 


blical scholars date this event at 734 Bc. The Fathers teach that 


(see 2Ch 26:18ff). 
incense, and believers singing “Holy, holy, 


a symbol of the Eucharist, which is taken from 


volitionally stopping their ears and closing their eyes. 
"A remnant shall return.” Thus, Isaiah's son is a sym- 


and save a remnant. The firebrands are 


syria, but they will do no permanent damage. 


f the second week of Great Lent and on February 2, the Feast 
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saying,” “Ask a sign for yourself from the 
Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or 
in the height above.” !2But Ahaz said, “I will 


Isaiah said, “Hear now, O house of David, is 
it a small thing for you to weary men, but 
will you weary the Lord also?t Therefore 
the Lord Himself will give you a sign: be- 


hold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a | 


Son, and you shall call His name Im- 
manuel. !°Butter and honey He shall eat be- 
fore He knows to prefer evil or choose the 
good, '*for before the Child knows good or 
evil, He refuses the evil to choose the good; 
and the land you fear because of the pres- | 
ence of the two kings will be abandoned. | 
7But God will bring the king of Assyria | 
upon you, your peoule and your father’s | 
house—days that have not yet come, from | 
the days Ephraim took away from Judah 
the king of the Assyrians.” And it shall 
come to pass in that day, the Lord will | 
whistle for the fly that rules over part of the 
river of Egypt, and for the bee in the land of 
Assyria. !%All of them will come and rest in 
the ravines of the country, in the clefts of 
the rocks, in the caves and every crevice 
and tree. 2°In that day, the Lord will shave— 
with a large and blood-drenched razor be- 
longing to the king of Assyria beyond the 
river—the head and the hair of the legs; 
and will also remove the beard. 2'It shall be 
in that day, a man will rear a heifer and two 
sheep. So it shall be, from the abundance 
of milk they give, everyone left in the land 
will eat butter and honey. 2%It shall happen > 
in that day, wherever there could be a thou- 
Sand vines worth a thousand shekels of sil- 
ver, it will be a barren land with thorn- 
plants.t 4Men will enter there with bows 
and arrows, for all the land will be barren 
and with thorn-plants. 2°>Every mountain 
shall certainly be plowed, and there shall 
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be no fear there from barren land and 
thorn-plants, for it will be a pasture for 


sheep and a place for oxen to roam. 
not ask, nor will I tempt the Lord.” !°Then | 


Moreover the Lord said to me, “Take 
for yourself a large new book, and 
write on it with a man’s pen concerning 
making a swift plunder of spoils, for it js 
near at hand.t® 2Then make witnesses for 


Me of faithful men: Uriah and Zechariah, 


the son of Berechiah.” “Then I went to the 


prophetess, and she conceived and bore a 


son, and the Lord said to me, “Call his 
name Quickly Despoil, Swiftly Plunder, 
4for before the child shall Know how to call 
for his father and mother, one shall take the 
power of Damascus and the spoils of 
Samaria in the presence of the king of 
Assyria.” °The Lord also added this for me 
to speak as well, saying: 

6“Because this people did not choose the 
water of Siloam that flows quietly, but 
chose Rezin and Remaliah’s son to be king 
over you; ‘therefore, behold, the Lord 
brings upon you the mighty and abundant 
water of the river, the king of the Assyri- 
ans, and his glory. He shall come up over 
every ravine of yours and walk over all 
your walls, 8and take away from Judah 
every man able to raise his head or accom- 
plish anything. His encampment will fill 
the breadth of Your land, O God with us. 
Know this, O Gentiles, and be defeated. 
Give ear, all you to the very ends of the 
earth. Be defeated although you are strong, 
for even if you should be strong again, you 
will be defeated again. Then too, what- 
ever counsel you take, the Lord will scatter 
it abroad; and whatever word you shall 
speak, it will not continue among you, for 
the Lord God is with us.” 

Thus says the Lord: “With a strong 
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7:13-16 The sign was not given to Ahaz, who had doubted the earlier prophecy, but to all the Hebrew 
people (JohnChr), This messianic prophecy is fulfilled when the virgin Mary gives birth to Christ. The 
Hebrew word almah, “unmarried woman," designates “a hidden virgin, shut off from the occasion@ i 
sight of men” (Jerome), The Greek word used in the LXX is parthenos, which means “virgin.” Immanuel 
meaning “God with us,” refers to Christ's divine nature. Messiah coming as a Child (v. 16) refers to His 
human nature. 
7:23-25 The Jews should have been rich and fruitful, but in their rebellion and disobedience they bê 
came barren. Nevertheless, after God has chastised them, He will restore them to good pasture. 
8:1 Here God uses three different methods to declare His prophetic warning to the people: the book, 
the two witnesses, and Isaiah's son. The prophetess is Isaiah's wife. 

l e (711) tame 
7:10-16 This passage is read on the Eve of Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, 
8:1-4, 8-10 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 
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nand they rebel against the course of'the 

y of this people, saying,t that: you 
vould not say, ‘It is hard,’ for whatever this 
seople says is hard; but do not be afraid of 
heir terror, nor be troubled. '8Sanctify the 
Lord Himself, and He shall be your fear, 
io if you trust in Him, He shall be as a 
ganctuary for you, and you shall not come 
against Him as a stumbling stone nor as | 
„rock of disaster. But the house of Jacob 
jes in wait with a snare, and those in 
jerusalem with a trap. Therefore many 
among them shall be powerless and fall, 
and be broken, and men who are in safety 
shall draw near and be conquered.” 

Then they who Seal the law so as not to 
larn it themselves shall be evident.t "But 





tress, and darkness. There will be severe 
despair and darkness, so dark one cannot 
see. 23And the one who is in despair shall 
| be perplexed, but only for a time. 


Do this first and do it quickly: O coun- 

try of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, by the 
way of the sea, and the rest dwelling along 
the seacoast and parts of Judea, and the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles, `a people who walk in darkness, 
behold a great light; and you who dwell in 
the country of the shadow of death, upon 
you a light will shine. 2The multitude of 
the people, whom You brought down in 
| Your joy, they shall also rejoice in Your 
One will say, “I shall wait for God who | presence, as those who rejoice in harvest, 
turned His face away from the house of Ja- | as men rejoice when they divide the spoils. 
cob, and I will trust in Him,* !*behold, I and | 3For the yoke lying upon them and the rod 
the children God gave me.” This will be for | upon their neck is taken away, for the Lord 
signs and wonders in the house of Israel | broke the rod of the exactors as in the day 
fom the Lord of hosts. who. dwells in | of Midian.t 4For every robe and garment 
Mount Zion. !¥So if they should say to you, | gathered by deceit, they shäll repay with 
‘Seek those who call from the earth and | money, and they shall be willing to do this, 
are ventriloquists, who speak from. the | even though they were burned with fire. 
belly,” should not a nation seek their God? | 5For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
Why do they seek the dead on behalf of the | is given; and the government will be upon 
lving?t He gave the law to help them, so | His shoulder. His name will be called the 
a not to speak such a word as this, con- | Angel of Great Counsel, for I shall bring 
eming which word there are no gifts to of- | peace upon the rulers, peace and health by 
flr with itt 21Thus a harsh famine will | Him.t2 6Great shall be His government, and 
“ome upon you, and it shall be, when you | of His peace there is no end. His peace shall 
_ #€ hungry, you will be grieved, and speak | be upon the throne of David and over His 
badly of your ruler and the idols. Then they | kingdom, to order and establish it with 
‘hall look up to heaven above, 22and on the | righteousness and judgment, from that 





E See 





611-15 Those who fear God will not know Christ as a'stumbling stone when He comes, but those who 
em to the enemy will fall and be broken against Christ, the “precious cornerstone" (see 28:16; 
m 9:33) | 


Eg The law given to Moses will be closed with the teachings of the apostles. — 
) ag 18 The children are interpreted as Christ's apostles and disciples, who performed many signs and 
ers. | 


a Compare the prophet’s question, Why do they seek the dead on behalf of the living? to the an- 
he ge phant statement to the myrrhbearing women in Lk 24:5: “Why do you seek the living among 
| Pg y” 


fi God gave men and women a natural law within them—the ability to choose the good and 
“Nila evil—but they chose selfishness. Then God gave the law of Moses, and it too was broken. 

», “Ness falls upon the soul that is without the light of the commandments, 
"eg Me day of Midian refers to the defeat of the Midianites by Gideon and his men without the use of 
Word (see Jdg 7:9-25), These men prefigure the apostles, who spread the gospel throughout the 
| 45 wt only “the weapons of peace,” the preaching of the Cross, 
Pers. ild is born speaks of Christ's human nature; and a Son is given unites His two natures in one 

”. The Son of God is also the Son of the Virgin, cay 

f =[]=< — | | 


| $5 | : 
ê This passage is read on the Eve of Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 











ISAIAH 9:7 


time forward and unto ages of ages. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts shall perform this. 
_ ‘The Lord sent death against Jacob, and 
it came on Israel. 8All the people will 
know—Ephraim and the inhabitant of 
Samaria—who say in pride and arrogance 
of heart,t °“The bricks fell, but let us hew 
stones; and let us cut down sycamores and 
cedars, and we shall build ourselves a 
tower.” “But God shall overthrow those 
who rise up against them on Mt. Zion, and 
scatter their enemies: !!the Syrians from the 
rising of the sun, the Greeks from the set- 


ting of the sun, and those who shall devour | 
Israel with open: mouth. For all this, His | 


anger is not turned away, but His hand is 
still uplifted. }*But the: pseerle did not turn 
until they were sirucit. yet they did not seek 
the Lord. !8So the Lord took away head and 
tail from Israel, great and small. in one day: 
l4The elder and those who admire persons, 
this is the head. The prophet who teaches 
lawlessness, this is the tail. “For those who 
bless this people lead them astray. and they 
lead them astray so as to destroy them. 


l6Therefore God will have no joy in their | 
young men, nor mercy on their orphans and | 


widows. For all of them are lawless and evil. 
Every mouth speaks injustices. For all this 
His anger is not turned away, but His hand 
is still uplifted. For lawlessness burns like 
fire, and like dry grass, it shall be consumed 
by fire and burn in the thickets of the forest. 
It shall devour all the hills round about. 


l8Because of the Lord’s wrath the entire 


land is burned up, and the people are as fuel 
for the fire. No man will have mercy on his 
brother. !9But one shall turn aside to the 
right hand, for he shall be hungry; and he 
shall eat on the left hand and not be satis- 
fied. Every man shall eat the flesh of his 
own arm. 2°Manasseh shall devour Ephraim 
and Ephraim Manasseh. Together they shall 
besiege Judah. For all this His anger is not 
turned away, but His hand is still uplifted. 
] () “Woe to those who write evil things, 
| for when they write such things, 
they turn aside judgment from the poor, 


9:8—10:4 The prophet warns of God's judgment against Israel's pride and arrogance (9:8); its | 
its self-destruction through civil conflicts (9:18-20); and Its 


prophet who teaches lawlessness (9:14, 15); 


1066 _ 








and rob judgment from the needy of My 
people, that the widow may be their prey 
and the orphan a spoil. “What will they do 
in the day of visitation? For affliction will 
come to you from afar, and to whom will 
you flee for help? Where will you leave 
your glory, ‘so as not to fall into captivity?” 
For all this, His anger is not turned away, 
but His hand is still uplifted. 
5“Woe to the Assyrians! The rod of My 
anger and wrath are in their hands.t §] will 
send My wrath against a lawless nation; 
and I will order My people to seize 
spoils and plunder, to trample down their 
cities, and turn them into dust. ‘However, 
he does not think in the same way, nor does 
he consider the same thing in his soul; but 
his heart will change, so as to utterly de- 
| stroy many nations. ®If they should say to 
| him, ‘You alone are ruler,’ %then he shall 
| say, ‘Have not I taken the country above 
Babylon and Chalanne, where the tower 
was built, and taken Arabia, Damascus, 
and Samaria? As I took these with my 
hand, so also shall I take all the kingdoms. 
Wail, O carved images in Jerusalem and 
Samaria! !'For as I did to Samaria and the 
things made by human hands, so shall I do 
also to Jerusalem and her idols.’ ” !2But it 
shall come to pass, when the Lord has com- 
pleted all He will do on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem, He will go against the arrogant 
heart of the king of the Assyrians and the 
glory of his haughty looks. !3For he said, “1 
shall act in my strength and by the wisdom 
of my understanding. | also shall remove 
the boundaries of the nations and plunder 
their. strength. I shall shake their inhabited 
cities. “I shall overtake with my hand 
the inhabited world as a nest, and take 
them as eggs that have been left. There 15 
no one who can escape or oppose me.” _ 
l8Shall the ax glorify itself without him 
who chops with it? Or shall the saw exalt It 
self without him who saws with it? It is like 
wise if one should lift a rod or a piece 0 
wood, '6But it shall not be so, for the Lord of 
hosts will send dishonor against you! 
honor; and He will kindle a burning fir 
against your glory. So the Light of Israel 


elder and 





judicial leaders (10:1, 2). This section is laid out in four stanzas separated by the refrain repeated in EAU 


16, 20, and 10:4: “His anger is not turned away.” 


10:5-20 Isaiah predicts the coming attack by the Assyrians and their defeat during the siege on 
Jerusalem. He also reminds the people that God, not Assyria, controls history (v. 14). The Light 


of Israel 


(v. 17) that will sanctify God's people speaks poetically of the Holy Spirit. | 


A ee 
‘a pe as a fire, and He will sanctify him 
wi , burning fire; and it will devour the 


Mo d like grass on that day. 18The moun- 





med, and devour both soul and body, and 
ve who flees will be like one fleeing from a 
uning flame. "Then the remnant will be 
‘w in number, and a child shall write them. 
ujt shall come to pass in that day that the 
emnant of Israel and those of Jacob who 


who wronged them; but they will trust in 
God, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 2!'The 


























God. 2For though the people of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, a remnant of them shall 
be saved; for He shall accomplish the word 
and cut it short in righteousness. 23For God 
will accomplish the word and cut it short in 
all the world. 

“Therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: 
‘0 My people who dwell in Zion, do not be 
araid of the Assyrian, because he shall 


sroke upon you, that you may see the way 
| of Egypt.t >Yet in a very short while, the 
| Wrath will cease, but My anger shall be 
| egainst their counsel.” 26For God will stir up 
| themies against them, as it was in the stroke 
| æainst Midian in that place of affliction: 
| ad His anger shall be by way of the sea, in 
| he way that leads to Egypt. 2’Thus it shall 
| “me to pass in that day, his fear will be 
aken from you and his yoke from your 
| shoulder, for the yoke shall be destroyed 
| o off your shoulders. 8For he shall come 
| the city of Aiath and pass on to Migron 
j aid place ‘his property at Michmash. 29He 
| el along the valley and arrive’ at 
| a Fear will seize Ramah, the city of 

i De daughter of Gallim will flee, 
vo will hear; Anathoth will hear; 3!Mad- 
| “ie Was astounded, so too the inhabi- 
| “Sof Gebim. 2Urge them today to remain 


| 102427 tr, 


' Me yoke tha 
Maus 





| tg, 9€ Of the Lord. 


V 





| Ney 


ry 


were saved will never again obey, those | 


remnant of Jacob shall trust in the Mighty | 








honorable.”t !!It shall come to pass in that 


| ISAIAH 11:1] 
in the way. Comfort with your hand the 
mountain, the daughter of Zion, and the hills 


in Jerusalem. For behold, the Master, the 
ains. the hills, and the forests will be con- 


Lord:of hosts, will trouble the glorious ones 
with power, and the haughty in pride shall 
be crushed. The lofty will be humbled, “and 
the high and mighty shall fall by the sword, 


and Lebanon, with its high and mighty ones. 


l There shall come forth a rod from 

the root of Jesse, and a flower shall 
grow out of his root.“ 2The Spirit of God 
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
godliness,t 3The Spirit of the fear of God 
shall fill Him. He shall not judge by reputa- 
tion’ nor convict by common talk. ‘But He 
will judge the cause of the humble, and re- 
prove the humble of the earth. He shall 
Strike the earth with the word. of His 
mouth, and with the breath of His lips He 


Shall slay the ungodly. He shall gird His 
strike you with a rod; for I am bringing a | 


loins with. righteousness and cover his 
sides with truth, .. ys | 

“The wolf shall feed with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf, the bull, and the lion shall feed 
together; and a little child shall lead them.t 
"The cow and the bear shall graze together, 


| and their young ones shall lie down to- 
| gether. The lion and the ox shall eat straw 


together. °The nursing child shall play by 
the hole of asps, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand in the den of asps. °They shall 
not hurt nor be able to destroy anyone on 


~My holy mountain, for the whole world 


shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as much water covers the seas. 

10“Tt shall come to pass in that day that 
there shall be a Root of Jesse who shall 
arise to rule nations. The Gentiles shall 
hope in Him, and His resting place shall be 





| tha the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Spirit.. . shall rest upon Him (see Mt 3:16). The righteous and 


A thas ? Uncreated Son of God will assume created human flesh, restoring the relationship with Him 
| "NKind lost as a result of the Fall (see Rom 8:19-23). The whole world shall be filled with the 


| Mace o 'S resting place is interpreted by some of the Fathers toibe the tomb of Christ, an honorable 
eneration, It is also true that Christ finds His “rest” in His saints, in whom He dwells. 


- Rar A 
O This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, 





ISAIAH II:12 





day that the Lord will show His hand again 
to be zealous for the remnant left of His 
people: left by the Assyrians and by Egypt, 
Babylon and Ethiopia, and by the Elamites, 
and from the rising of the sun, and out of 
Arabia.t '2He shall set up a sign for the 


Gentiles and will assemble the lost ones of | 


Israel. He shall gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah, from the four corners of 
the earth. !8Also the envy of Ephraim shall 
depart; and the enemies of Judah shall be 
destroyed. Ephraim shall. not envy Judah, 
and Judah shall not ‘afflict Ephraim. “But 
they shall spread sails on the ships of for- 
eigners, and together they shall plunder the 


sea and the people of the East and Edom. | 


They shall lay their hands first on Moab, 
but the sons cf Ammon shall obey them 


first. S5The Lord shail make desolate the | 


Sea of Egypt. and He will lay His hand-on 
the river with a violent wind/and wiil strike 
the seven channels! that men might pass 
across it in Sandals. ‘There shall be a 
highway for the remnant ‘of My pecple in 
Egypt, and it will be for Israel as in the day 
he came out of the land of Egypt.”" 

And in that day, you will say, “I will 


l bless You, O Lord. Although You 
were angry with me, You turned away Your 
anger and had mercy on me, 2Behold, God 
is my Savior and Lord, I will trust in Him 
and be saved by Him. I will not be afraid, 
for the Lord is my glory and my praise. He 
has become my salvation.” *You will draw 
water with gladness from.the wells of sal- 
vation.™ 4In that day, you will say, “Praise 
the Lord; call upon His name. Declare His 
glorious things among the Gentiles and 
make mention that His name is exalted. 





ie 








| heaven will not give their light. It 


5Sing to the name of the Lord, for He has 


eclare this in he 
earth. °Exult and be glad, O inhabitants x 








Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is exalted 


in her midst.” 


The vision against Babylon seen py 
Isaiah the son of Amoz:t | 
“Lift up a sign on the mountain of the 
plain and raise your voice to them. Do not 
fear; comfort with your hand; open the 
gates, O you rulers. 35I command and I lead 
them. They are sanctified, and I lead them. 
My mighty ones come to fulfill My anger— 
rejoicing and insulting at the same time” 
4The sound of many nations upon the 
mountains, like that of many nations, the 
voice of kings and nations gathered to- 
gether—the Lord of hosts commanded a 
warring nation to come from a far country, 
from the end of heaven, the Lord and His 
weapons, to destroy all the inhabited 
world. ®Wail, for the day of the Lord is at 
hand, and destruction will come from God 
7Therefore every hand will grow wear, 
and every man’s soul will be fearful. "The 
elders will be troubled. Pangs will take hold 
of them, like a woman in childbirth, and 
they, will wail at one another and be 
amazed; and their countenance shall 
change like a flame. 9Behold, the day of the 
Lord is coming, a day. that cannot be 
averted, a day.of anger and wrath, to make 
all the inhabited world a desert, and to de: 
stroy the sinners from it. !°For the stars of 
heaven and Orion and all the ornament 0 
| will be 
dark when the sun goes forth, and the 


moon will not give its light. !!“I will Go 
mand evils for all the inhabited world an 


the ungodly because of their sins, and ly d 





destroy the insolence of the lawless ®% 


11:11, 12 Salvation will come first to the Jewish remnant, and then to Gentiles... from the four © 


ners of the earth (see Acts 1:8; Rom 1:16). The teaching of the apostles will spread like a mighty Wir 
destroying idols and correcting error, even into Egypt. The Cross is the sign. Our Lord said, “And |, 


am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (Jn 12:32). pn 


and 


11:16 The highway that once led Israel out of captivity in Egypt will later be opened for Mary. ith the 
Joseph to bring the Child there for protection from Herod, and for the apostles to return there WIE" 


Gospel of Christ. 


12:4-6 Compare this song of praise to the Song of Mary in Lk 1:45-55. | 


13:1-22 This passage has several layers of meaning: (1) It prophesies the ultimate downfall of Baby 
(2) it prophesies Christ’s Passion and Resurrection, when Christ will be lifted up on the cross and a0 


hosts of heaven will gather to battle the powers of darkness (compare vv. 9-13 to Mt 27:51-34% | 
Lk 23:44, 45); (3) it describes the anger of Christ at the Last Judgment. | JS) Ee 


12:3-6 This passage is read on January 5, the Eve of the Feast of Theophany and on the Feast Day, cs 





January 6. 


a} 








“ble the haughtiness of the arrogant. 
Those left behind will be more’ valuable 
nan fine gold tried in the fire, and a man 
: re precious than the stone of Ophir. 
ifor heaven will be angry, and the earth 
yill be shaken from its foundations. be- 
ause of the fierce anger of the Lord of 
posts, in the day His anger comes. !4Those 


who are left shall be as the fleeing gazelle 


and asa wandering sheep, and there shall 
yeno one to gather them, that a man may 
turn to his own people and a man may 
seek his own ‘country. !°For whoever is 
aken will be overcome, and those who are 
gathered together will fall by the sword. 
Their children also will be dashed before 
their eyes. They shallplunder their houses 
ond possess their wives. !/Behold, I will stir 
up the Medes against you, who will not re- 
gard silver, neither do they have need: of 
gold. They will break in pieces the bows 
of the young, and show your children-no 
mercy; nor will their eyes spare your. chil- 
dren. It shall be that Babylon, called glo- 
nous by the king of the “haideans; will be 
a when God destroyed Sodom and Gomor- 
aht Olt shall never be inhabited. nor will 
any enter it for many geneérations. Neither 
shall the Arabians: pass through it) nor will 
shepherds take their rest in it. But wild 
aimals of the desert will rest there, and 
eir houses will be filled with noise‘ Sirens 
wil rest there, and demons ‘will dance 
here. 22Donkey-centaurs’ will dwell there, 
aid hedgehogs will make dens in their 
omes. It will come quickly and not delay.” 
| | For the Lord’ will have mercy on 
| Jacob and will yet choose Israel to 
‘ke rest in their land. The sojourner will 
“added to them, and they will be added to 
“house of Jacob.t 2Then the Gentiles will 


They win inherit them, and' they will multi- 





alg Oe who will dance in the desert present a stark image of 


hom th 
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ply in God’s land as male and female ser- 
vants. Those who captured them shall be 
captives to them, and those who ruled over 
them shall be ruled by them: °Then it shall 
come to pass in that day that God will give 
you rest from your sorrow and anger and 
your hard slavery in which you served 
them. rp @ DR | a 

tYou- shall take’ up this lamentation 
against the king of Babylon, and will say in 
that day, “How the exacter has ceased, and 
the compeller ceased!t 9>God broke the yoke 
of sinners.in-pieces, the yoke of the rulers, 
andin His anger He struck.a nation with 
an incurable wound; and striking a nation 





- - — - 


with a plague of anger, which did not. spare 


them,, 7He rested: in confidence. +All the 
earth cries aloud -with gladness. *Indeed, 
the trees of Lebanon-rejoice against you 
and the cedar of Lebanon, saying, ‘From 


| the time you. fell asleep, no. one has come 


up to cut us down,’ Hades from below was 
embittered to. meet you. All the mighty who 
ruled over the.earth rose up to meet. you. 
Those who raised from their thrones all the 
kings of the nations, !°all shall answer and 
say to you, ‘You also were conquered, even 
as we, and are numbered among us. 1 Your 
glory and great gladness have come down 
to. Hades, They will spread decay under 
you, and the worm will be your covering.’ 
'2How you are fallen from heaven, O Lu- 
cifer, who rose up in the morning! He who 
sends for all the nations is crushed to the 
earth.t 13For you said in your mind, ‘I will 
ascend into heaven; I will place my throne 
above the stars of heaven. I will sit on a 
lofty mountain, on the lofty mountains to- 
ward the north, “T will ascend above the 
clouds; I will be like the Most High.’ But 
now you shall descend to Hades, to the 
foundations of the earth. '*Those who see 
you will marvel ‘at you, and they will say, 
‘This is the man who greatly upset the 
earth, who shook kingdoms, and who 


tili rare, ae , ‘ TAH | i ic _lileg | +r. ons. - 
i 'Y to civilization, The phrase is usually translated “wild beast and is likely a symbol for demons. 


len 4 


ija 6 king of Babylon is compared to Lucifer (v. 12) of Satan.) iat 1G jedan igin s 0 ài 
“14 Note the five times Lucifer says I will in this passage. In this five-step process, he fully intends 


those to the north | 
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made all the inhabited world a desert. He 
destroyed its cities, and did not set free 
those in captivity. '8All the kings of the na- 
tions sleep in honor, every man in his 
house. !9But you shall be cast forth on the 





mountains like a loathsome dead person, | 


with many dead pierced with swords who 
go down into Hades; and as a garment de- 
filed in blood, you will not be clean. 2°So 
you will not be clean, because you de- 
stroyed My land and killed My people. You, 
an evil seed, will not endure forever. 2!Pre- 
pare your children for slaughter for the 
sins of their father, that they may not arise 
and inherit the earth, and fill it with wars.” 

22“For I will rise up against them,” says 
the Lord of hosts; “ane i will destroy their 
name. their remnant and their seed’—so 
says the Lord— 23“and J will make Babylon 
a desert. that hedgehogs may dwell there; 
and it shall come to nothing: and I will 
make it a pit of clay for destruction.” -*Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: “As I said, so it shall 


come to pass. As I purposed, so it shall re- | 


main— 25to destroy the Assyrians in My 
land and on My mountains. They shall be 
for trampling underfoot, and their yoke 
shall be taken away; and their renown shall 
be removed from their shoulders.” “°This is 
the purpose the Lord purposed upon all the 
inhabited world. His hand is lifted up over 
all the nations of the inhabited earth. ?’For 
who will reject what the holy God pur- 
posed? Who will turn away His uplifted 


hand? 
28In the year King Ahaz died, this word 


for the yoke of him who struck you is bro- 
ken to pieces. For from the seed of ser- 
pents shall come forth the young asps, and 
their offspring shall be flying serpents. 
30The poor will be fed by him, and poor 
men will rest in peace, but he shall destroy 
your seed with hunger, and he will destroy 
your remnant. *!Wail, gates of the cities, 
cry out, troubled cities, even all the for- 
eigners, for smoke is coming from the 
north, and you will be no more!” **What 
will the kings of the nations answer? For 





14:32 God accomplishes these things in history 
has been established by the God of Israel as a p 


saved. 


15:1 The night is a metaphor for spiritual blindness, and Moa 


darkness. 


16:1, 2 The idolaters of Moab who mocked the God of Israel have now been taken away, 


Zion is a protected rock. 





a 


| more counsel and make for her a s 






‘liance has been taken away, and the ru 


to show the nations that Zion, symbolic of the 
lace of refuge where the humble of His people s 


1070 ___ 


the Lord founded Zion, and the humble 
His people shall be saved.t | 


] D The word against the land of Moab: 


In the night the land of Moab shall be de- 
stroyed, for the wall of the land of Moab 
shall be destroyed in the night.t ?Lament 
for yourselves, for even Dibon, where your 


altar is, shall be destroyed. Go there to 


weep over Nebo in the land of Moab. Wail, 


for baldness shall be on every head, and all 


arms shall be mutilated. “In her streets, 
dress yourselves with sackcloth and strike 
yourselves on her housetops. All of you cry 


| out with bitter wailing in her streets. ‘Hesh- 


bon and Elealeh cry out until their voice is 
heard as far as Jahaz; therefore, the loins of 
the land of Moab cry aloud, for its soul 
shall know this. 5The heart of the land of 
Moab cries aloud in itself as far as Zoar, 
like a three-year-old heifer. On the ascent 
of Luhith, they shall go up to you with 
weeping by way of Horonaim. She cries, 
“Destruction and earthquake!” ®The water 
of Nemerim shall be a desert, and its grass 
shall fail, for there will be no green grass. 
7™Eyen so, will Moab be saved? For I will 
bring the Arabs upon the valley, and they 
shall take it. 8For the cry reaches the border 
of the land of Moab, even of Eglaim, and its 
wailing as far as the well of Elim. 9For the 
water of Dimon shall be full of blood, for I 
will bring Arabs upon Dimon. | shall take 
away the seed of Moab, Ariel and the rem- 


| nant of Adama. 
came: 29*Do not be glad, all you foreigners, | 


] 6 “L shall send them like reptiles upon 
| the land, for is not Mount Zion a de- 
serted rock?t 20 Daughter of Moab, you 
shall be like a young bird taken away from 
a bird that has flown. Then, O Arnon, ‘take 

helter of 
mourning continually. In the middle of the 
day they flee in darkness; they are amazee, 
do not be led away..The outcasts of Moa 
will sojourn with you. They will shelter you 


from the face of the pursuer, for your e 


Church, 
hall be 


b is a metaphor for souls lost in a land of 


while Mount 
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| who tral 


| ishe! 
blish 






= 


-ampled the land 






underfoot has per- 
from the earth." °A throne will be es- 
ed with mercy, and in the tabernacle 
d. one will sit upon it in truth, judg- 


of Dav! Ly eae 
„g seeking justice, and hastening righ- 


E usness. 


rogance. 


| you will think about those who dwell in De- 


“We heard of the insolence of Moab, ex- 
„ingly insolent. You drove away his ar- 
Your divination is not in this way, 
o not in this way. Moab shall wail, for 
. shall wail in the land of Moab. For 
wth, and not be ashamed. *The plains of 
Heshbon and the vine of Sibmah swallow 


| the nations and shall mourn. Trample down 


yer vines. Do not reach to Jazer. Wander in 
he desert. Those sent were left behind, for 


hey passed through the desert. “Therefore 
| |will weep for the vine of Sibmah with the 
| weeping of Jazer. O Heshbon and Elealeh, 


he struck down your trees, for I shall tram- 
ple on your harvest and vintage. and both 
shall fall. !SGladness is taken away, so too 
thejoy from your vineyards, for in-the vine- 


yards there: shall be no rejoicing: and no 


readers will tread out wine in the wine | 


| vats, for the wine has ceased. ‘Therefore 
ny belly. will resound like a harp for Moab, 
ad my inward parts like a wall you re- 


iwed. Then it shall come to pass, when 
jou are shamed (for Moab grows weary at 
tis altars), that he will go in to pray to the 
tings made with hands, but they will be 
table to deliver him. 

This is the word the Lord spoke against 


| Moab when He spoke. !4“So now I say to 


Wu, Within three years, as in the years of a 
êd man, the glory of Moab, with its great 


| Ntalth, shall be dishonored, and he will be 


ê # } 
few in number and not honored.” 


|7 The word against Damascus: 


fr Behold, Damascus will be taken away | 


RA among cities and will fall,t taban- 


lane lorever, It shall be a fold and resting- 


Mp 





or sheep, No one will pursue them. 


pae 
Bhra Shall no longer be a strong place for 





Im to flee to, and there shall no 


leh” The Moabite outcasts are a type of the Gentiles who will abandon their idols to worship Christ. 
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longer be a kingdom in Damascus and a 
remnant of Syrians; for you are no better 
than the sons of Israel and their glory,” Says 
the Lord of hosts. 

4“In that day, there shall be an eclipse of 
the glory of Jacob, and the riches of his 
glory shall be shaken. “It will be as when 
one gathers a standing harvest and reaps 
ears of corn with his arm. It shall be as 
when one gathers heads of grain in a rich 
valley. ĉIt shall be as when straw is left in 
it, or as when the berries of an olive tree, 
two or three on the uppermost bough, or 
as when four or five are left on their 
branches.” says the Lord, the God of Ís- 
rael. 7In that day, a man will trust in Him 
who made him, and his eyes will look at 
the Holy One of Israel. They will not trust 
in their altars, nor in the works of their 
hands; which their fingers made. They will 
| not look to their trees, nor to their abomi- 
| nations.t %In that day, your cities will be 
| abandoned, as the Amorites and the 
| Evites forsook theirs, because of the chil- 
dren of Israel. They will be desolate, be- 
cause you forsook God your Savior, and 
have not been mindful of the Lord your 
helper. Therefore you will be a faithless 
plant and a faithless seed. !'In the day you 
plant, you will be deceived; but if you sow 
in the morning, it will blossom into a har- 
vest; in which you will receive an inheri- 
tance in that day; and as a man’s father, 
you will obtain an inheritance for your 
sons. ete ne 
12Woe to the multitude of many nations; 
as the swelling sea, so shall you be trou- 
bled; and the surging of many nations will 
sound like water, many nations like much 
water, as when much water rushes vio- 
lently; and he will curse him and pursue 
him afar, as when the dust of chaff scatters 
before the wind, and a sudden blast of wind 
whirls the dust of a wheel! '*Toward 
evening there will be mourning, and before 
morning, he will be no more. This is the 
portion of those who plundered you, and 
the inheritance of those who robbed you of 
- your inheritance. | 





| Hf interprets the tabernacle of David as the Church of Christ established in Moab, whichis 
nq -day Jordan, l 


1-3 Ti 


'glath-Pileser III of Assyria conquered Damascus in 732 sc (see 4Kg 16), 


Ig y zy trees is a reference to the cult of Asherim, which worshiped wooden poles. 
he Hebre Porites and the Evites were the indigenous peoples of Palestine who lost their land when“ 


* Came up out of Egypt. 


[SALAH I8:I 


l ships, beyond the rivers of Ethio- 
pia!t ?He sends hostages by sea and paper 
letters over the water, for swift messengers 
will go to an exalted nation and a strange 
and violent people. Who is beyond it, a na- 
tion without hope and trampled underfoot? 
Now all the rivers of the land 3shall be in- 





habited, like an inhabited country. Their | 


country shall be like a sign raised by a 
mountain and an audible sound like a 
trumpet. 4So the Lord :«said to me,-“Ihere 
will be security in My city, as the light of 
the midday heat; and as a cloud of dew in 
the day of harvest.” Before the: time*of 
harvest, when the flower has been com- 
pletely formed; and the unripe grape has 


put forth its flower°and produced ‘sour | : : 
who cast dragnets and the anglers shall 


srapes, then He shall take away the small 
clusters with sickles and the brushwood, 
and cut them off? °“Then He’ shall leave 
them together for the birds of heaven and 
the wild:animals of the earth: and the birds 
of heaven shall gather upom them, and all 
the wild animals of the ‘earth: will come 
upon him: ’At that time gifts. shall be 
brought to the Lord of hosts by a people af- 
flicted and peeled, and by:a people: great 
from now on and forever, a nation hoping 


and trampled on; which is in ‘a part’of:a | 


river of his country, to the’ place; Mount 
Zion, where the name of the Cord of hosts 


is called upon. 


] 9 The vision of Egypt: 


Behold, the Lord sits on a swift aloud and 
shall come to Egypt, and the things made 
by hands in Egypt shall be shaken by His 
presence, and their heart shall be overcome 
within them.” 2“Egyptians shall be stirred 


up against Egyptians, and a man shall fight | 


against his brother, and a man against his 
neighbor, city against city and law against 
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Woe, O fair test edge of the land of | law.t The. sabiti of the Egyptians will Be 





troubled within them, and I will reject their 
counsel, and they shall consult their godg 
and their statues, and those who speak 
from the earth and are ventriloquists. 4Ang 
I will deliver Egypt into the hands of harsh 
lords and kings who will rule over them” 
thus says the Lord of hosts. °And the Egyp- 
tians will drink water from the sea, for the 
river will run dry and have no water. ®The 
streams and canals of the river will fail: 
and every reservoir shall dry up, as well as 
every marsh of reed and papyrus. ‘All the 
greenery around the river and everything 
sown alongside the river shall be blasted 
by the wind and dried up. *The fishermen 
will also groan, and all who cast a fishhook 
into the river will also lament, and those 


mourn. 9Shame shall fall on those who 
work fine flax, and those who weave fine 
fabric will be ashamed. !°Those who work 
these things will be in pain. All who make 
strong drink shall grieve and suffer in their 
souls. The rulers of Tanis are fools. As for 
the king’s wise counselors, their counsel 
will be turned into foolishness. How will 
you say to the king, “We are sons of the 
wise, we are sons of kings of old”? !2Where 
are your wise men now? Let them now tell 
you, and let them say what the Lord of 
hosts planned against Egypt. The rulers 
of Tanis have failed, and the rulers of Mem- 
phis are exalted, and they shall lead Egypt 
astray according to tribes. “For the Lord 
prepared for them a spirit of error, and they 
led Egypt astray in all their works, like a 
drunken man who staggers and vomits. 
l5There shall be no work for the Egyptians 
that will bring about employer and em- 
ployee, and beginning and completion. 
\6In that day, the Egyptians shall be like 
women in fear and trembling because 0 
the hand of the Lord of hosts, which He 





18: 1-3 The king of Damascus sent ships with messengers to poet and j'Ethiopia to appeal for help 
against the Assyrians, A Christological interpretation may be applied: The first messengers to bring 
Christ to this region were the Holy Family (see Mt 2:13-15), Tradition holds that the Evangelist. Matk . 
established churches there. 


18:5 Before the , 


harvest, God will use the Assyrians as sickles to force the vine to prouet grapes 


The branches that are cut off will be discarded (see Jn 15:1-8). 
19:2-15 This prophecy was fulfilled historically a few years later in 714 ac, when Piankhi S 25th bea 
rose to power, causing Wineap raag domestic strife in Egypt. 


19:1-5, 12, 16, 19-21 This passage is read on February:2, the Feast of the Presentation of the 


the Temple. 
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|] lay 
es ail be a terror to the Egyptians. If 

pne mentions It Co them, they will be in 
pecause of the counsel the Lord pur- 
concerning it. '*In that day, five cities 


posed 
| me Lord; one city will be called the City of 

stice 1910 that day, there will be an altar 
li the Lord in the midst-of the country of 
: tand a pillar to the Lord at its border. 


sountry of Egypt, for they will. cry-to 


the Lord will send them a Man who will 
| ave them. He: will judge and save them. 
Then the Lord will be Known to the Egyp- 
jans, and in that day the Egyptians) will 
| mow ‘the Lord and offer sacrifices. Yes, 
| they will make vows to the Lord and) pay 
| them, 2The Lord shall strike the Egyptians 
with a great wound and completely heal 
| them. They will return -to the Lord, and He 
| shall hear and heal them. -in that day 
| there will bea road from Egypt to Assyria. 
| The Assyrians will come into Egyptand the 
| Egyptians into Assyria. The Egyptians; will 
| serve with the Assyrians, 24In that day, ÍS- 
| nel will be one‘of three with the Egyptians 
| and Assyrians; a blessing in the land, 
| “which the Lord of hosts blessed, saying, 
Blessed are my people in Egypt, and in As- 
na and Israel, My inheritance.” 


) In the year Tartan came to Azotus, 
when he was sent by Sargon ‘the 
King of the Assyrians, and he fought 
Ashdod and took it,t 2then the Lord spoke 
: ara saying, “Go and remove the sack- 
from your loins, and take your san- 

ls off your feet.” Thus he did so, walking 
| E and barefoot.t 3Then the Lord said, 
and a My servant Isaiah walked naked 
Wong OOt three years for a sign and a 
| Wane 4 against the Egyptians and Ethio- 
~” 50 shall the king of the Assyrians 


‘upon them. The country of the 


e land of Egypt will speak the: lan- | 
| e of Canaan and swear by the name of- 


: | Shall we be saved?’ ” 
| ait will be a sign forever to the Lordin the | | (ii oO 
| Aka DRS | 7 Thé visión of the desert: 

the Lord because of their oppressors, and | : , 






opians, young men and old, naked and 
barefoot, exposing the shame of Egypt. 
5The Egyptians: being defeated shall be 
ashamed before the Ethiopians, in whom 
they: trusted, for they were their glory. 
6Those also who dwell in this island shall 
say, ‘Behold, we hoped to flee for help to 
those who were unable to save themselves 
from the king of the Assyrians. How then 


As though’ a whirlwind should pass 
through the desert, coming from a desert, 
from a fearful land, 2so a fearful and harsh 
vision was declared to’ me. He who is 


treacherous deals treacherously; the law- 


less one deals lawlessly. The Elamites and 


the ambassador of: the Persians come 


against me. Now I will groan and comfort 
myself. Therefore my loins) are filled with 
feebleness, and agony seizes me as a 
woman giving birth. I did wrong, so I can- 
not hear: 1 am so troubled, I cannot see: 
4My heart is’ ledo astray, and lawlessness 
permeates me; My soul is occupied with 
fear. OPrepare’ the table, eat and drink. 


Arise; you princes, sand prepare your 


shields. "For thus the Lord:said to me: “Go, 


‘set a watchman for yourself: and declare 


whatever you see.”t\7So I saw two mounted 
horsemen, a riderion a donkey, and a rider 


| on aicamel. Listen’ with much. attention, 


8and call Uriah to the lookout-place of the 
Lord. Then he said, “I stood continually 
during the day, and in the camp throughout 
the night: 9Behold, he is coming, a rider on 
4 chariot.’ Then he answered and said, 
“Babylon is fallen, and all her statues and 
those made by hand are crushed’ to: the 
ground,”t !°Listen, you who remain and are 
suffering pain, hear what things I heard 
from the Lord of hosts, which the God of Is- 
rael declaredto us.) > © hi 7 


| Ni ata was the official title of the leader of the armies of Assyria. Sargon captured Ashdod in 


| fh Isaia 


h's shame is a sign of the greater 


'à 


Ug 


© soul against the onslaught of sin. 


ligg A Watchman is appointed to guard a city. Similarly, a Ghiriztan tnus remain ever vi 


les th shame that will befall Egypt and Ethiopia, and it also pre- 

| thee the Messiah to come. The Son of God, taking the form of a servant, humbled Himself, becoming 

) se to the point of death (see Php 2:8). Christ ministered on earth three years and fulfilled all by - 
ig 42 naked on the Cross—-the shameful death that put death to shame. » | isi 


igilantto © 


Kise, en the Assyrians conquered Babylon in 689 Bc, they smashed the idols of the Babylonians. This ~ 


be interpreted to mean that God uses even adversity to destroy sin. i 


ag 
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UThe vision of Edom: 
He calls to me from Seir, “Guard the bat- 
tlements. ?I guard in the morning and at 
night. If you will inquire, inquire, and dwell 
with me.” IIn the forest on the road of 
Dedan you will lodge. '*Bring water to meet 
him who is thirsty, you inhabitants of the 
land of Teman; meet those who are fleeing 
with bread, because of the multitude who 
are fleeing and the multitude who are wan- 
dering. and because of the multitude of 
swords and bent bows, and the multitude of 
those fallen in war. /6For thus the Lord said 
to me: “Within a year, according to the year 
of a hired servant, all the glory of the sons 
of Kedar shall fail..!’7The remainder of the 
archers and the mighty men of the sons of 
Kedar shall be few, for the Lord God of Is- 


rael has spoken.” 
2 P The word concerning the valley of 

d hed LiON: 

What has happened'to you, now that you 
have all gone up to worthless houses?t 
2The city is full of loud crying. Your slain 
men are not slain with the sword, nor are 
your dead those who died in war. °All your 
rulers have fled, and your captives are 
tightly bound, and the mighty among you 
have fled. Therefore I said, “Let me alone; 
I will weep bitterly; do‘not labor to comfort 
me at the destruction of the daughter of my 


race.” 5For it is a day of trouble, destruc- | 
tion, trampling, and error from the Lord of | 
hosts in the Valley of Zion. They wander on- 


the mountains, from the least to the great- 
est of them. “And the Elamites took their 
quivers, and there were men mounted on 
horses, gathered for battle. ‘It shall come 
to pass, your chosen valleys shall be full of 
chariots, and the horsemen shall block up 
your gates, “They shall uncover the gates 
of Judah, and look in that day on the cho- 
sen houses of the city. They shall uncover 
the secret places of the houses of the 
citadel of David, and see they are many. 
















They shall see they had turned back the 


waters of the old pool into the city, Vand 
had pulled down the houses of Jerusalem 
to fortify the wall for the city. '' You also 
made a reservoir for yourself between the 
two walls of the inner old pool. But you did 
not look to Him who made it from the be- 
ginning, nor did you perceive Him who 


| created it. 2In that day the Lord of hosts 


| 


called for weeping and mourning, for bald- 
ness and for girding with sackcloth.t !3But 
instead, they celebrated in joy and glad- 
ness, slaying oxen and killing sheep, so as 
to eat and drink wine, saying, “Let us eat 


-and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 'These 





things are revealed in the ears of the Lord 
of hosts, for this sin shall not be forgiven 
you until you die. | 

ISThus the Lord of hosts says, “Go into 
the chamber, to Shebna the steward, and 
say to him,t !6*What have you here, and 
what is this to you, that you have hewn a 
memorial here for yourself, and made 
yourself a memorial on high, and engraved 
a testimony for yourself in a rock? "Indeed 
the Lord of hosts will cast out and destroy 
such-a man, and take away your robe Sand 
glorious crown, and cast you into a large 
and unmeasured country. There you shall 
die, and there your beautiful chariot shall 
be brought to dishonor and your master’s 
house trampled. !9You will be taken from 
your stewardship and position. 2°Then it 
shall be in that day, I will call My servant 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah.t 211 will clothe 
him with your robe and give your crown t0 
him, and I will commit your power an 
your stewardship into his hands. He shall 
be like a father to the inhabitants ol 
Jerusalem and Judah. 2I will give him the 
glory of David, and he shall rule, and n0 
one will oppose him. 231 will establish NIM 
as a ruler in a trustworthy place, and he 
will become a glorious throne to his t® 
ther’s house. 24Everyone glorious in his i 
ther’s house will trust in him, from small t 


22:1-5 A prophetic scene of anarchy unfolds: the people wander in the Valley of Zion (v. 5). panic, fear 


cowardice, 


houses instead (v, 1). Jerusalem fell to the Assyrians, and the people were taken captive 


587 BC. | 


and chaos overtake them. They refuse to seek refuge in Mount Zion and run to wort 


into Babylon in 


22:12, 13 The enemy is at Jerusalem's gates, yet the people answer the call of the Lord of hosts for 
repentance by throwing a drunken feast. “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 14:17). ii 

22:15 Shebna was likely a Hebrew priest who had neglected his priestly duties because of his pride- 
22:20 Eliakim replaced Shebna before the attack on Jerusalem. Yet, by the end of his administration 


Eliakim too would fall (v. 25). 


| 


| bore last” (Mt 20:16), The curse has alienated al 













A 


= ond they will depend on him. “In 
the Lord of hosts, ‘the man 


rel ove i | peau 
pim will be taken away; for the Lord has 


spoken: 


The vision concerning Tyre: 
Wail, you ships of Carthage, for Tyre has 
prished; and they no longer come from the 
and of the Citaeans, for Tyre is led cap: 
jvelt 2To whom are the dwellers on the is- 
ind likened—these merchants of Phoeni- 
ria, who cross over the sea 3in great waters, 
the offspring of merchants? These mer- 


hants of the nations are like as when the- 


harvest is gathered. *Be ashamed, O Sidon; 
for the sea has spoken, the strength of the 
sea has said, “I do not labor in birth, nor 
bear children; neither do Í rear young men, 
nor raise virgins.” "Moreover when the re- 
port reaches Egypt, ‘sorrow will take hold 
of them concerning Tyre. “Cross over to 
Carthage; wail, you inhabitants on this is- 
land! Was this not your arrogance from 
the beginning, before it was handed over?" 
‘Who purposed these things against Tyre? 
lit inferior, or does it have no strength? 
Are not its merchants the glorious rulers of 
the earth? The Lord of hosts purposed 
tese things, to bring down all the arro- 
sance of the glorious ones and to dishonor 
very glorious thing on the earth. !°Culti- 
'ate your land, for ships are no longer com- 
e from Carthage. !!Your hand is no 
nger able at sea, the hand that provoked 

Es. The Lord of hosts has given a com- 
Nand concerning Canaan, to destroy its 


‘length. 12They will say, “No longer con- 


tiny ; 
ie to insult and wrong the daughter of 
ie and if you cross over to the Citians, 
Yo er will you be at rest there. And if 


Ou depart for the land of the Chaldeans, 


N Noes 
laes, k rica, was founded by Tyreʻand ma 
7 yprus). 

th h The Lord will judge Tyre and 


itive | 
y; will come to Tyre and Sidon, an 


$) 
Moph 
U4 


4 Jenerations,” God, in His mercy, will 
Y Was fulfilled in full when the Churc 

he Fathers associate this chapter wi 
he fir earth in its desolate state will, in e 


YP creation to Him, but instea 


I075 








8:14 Sea 
ra 4 Tyre and Sidon were the leading coastal cities o | 
intained commercial 


ide /,18 Seventy years: Even though the people of Tyre st G 
limit His chastisement to one man's lifetime (Theod). This 


h was established in Tyre (see Acts 21:3-5), 

th the end of this present age. At the Last Judgment, the 
ffect, be turned right side up, for “the last will be first, and 
| of creation from the Creator, God intended for man 
d, man has plundered the world (v. 3; see also Rom 8:18-22). 
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this also was desolated by the Assyrians. 
Neither will you be at rest there, for its wall 








| has fallen.” ‘Wail, you ships of Carthage, 
| for your stronghold is destroyed! !Then it 
shall come to pass in that day that Tyre will 


be abandoned for seventy years, as the 
time ofa king, as the time of a man; and it 


shall be, after the seventy years, Tyre will 


be as the song of a prostitute. !*Take a harp, 
wander about the city, you forgotten prosti- 
tute. Play well on the harp, sing many 
songs, that you may be remembered. i7And 
it shall be, at the end of seventy years, that 
the Lord will visit Tyre. She will be restored 
again as of old, and will be a marketplace 
for all the kingdoms of the inhabited 
earth. \8Her trade and her wages will be 
holy to the Lord. Her trade will not be gath- 


ered for them; but for those who dwell be- 


fore the Lord, to eat, drink, and be filled, as 
a shared meal and a memorial before the 


Lord. 
9} Behold, the Lord is about to lay 
waste the inhabited earth, and He 
will make it desolate, lay bare its surface, 
and scatter those who dwell therein.t And 
it shall be that the people shall be as the 
priest, the servant as the lord, the maiden 
as the mistress, the buyer as the seller, the 
lender as the borrower, and the debtor as 
the creditor. 2The earth shall be completely 
laid waste and utterly plundered, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken these things. 
4The earth mourns and the inhabited earth 
is ruined: the lofty of the earth mourn. °The 
earth acts lawlessly because of its inhabi- 
tants, for they transgressed the law and 
changed the ordinances, the everlasting 
covenant. Therefore a curse shall devour 
the earth, because those who dwell in it 
sinned. Therefore the inhabitants of the 
earth shall be poor, and few people will be 
left. 7The wine shall mourn, the vine shall 


f Phoenicia (modern Lebanon). Carthage, a city 
relations with them and with the 


sidon (v. 4) because of their arrogance. Eventually, the Light of 
d multitudes from there will follow Him (see Mk 3:8). | 


had been sinning against God for “a multi- 


EE Se 
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groan. “The mirth of tambourines, the will- 
fulness and wealth of the ungodly, and the 
sound of the harp have ceased. 9They were 
ashamed; they did not drink wine; strong 
drink is bitter to those who drink it: Every 


city was made desolate; every house is shut | 


up, that none may go in, !!Wail for wine 
everywhere; all gladness of the earth is 
gone! Cities shall be left desolate, and 
abandoned houses will be destroyed. All 
these things shall be in the earth in the 
midst of the nations, in the manner some- 
one would glean an-olive tree: Thus they 
shall glean them-when the harvest is done.t 
\4They shall ery aloud, and those left behind 
on the earth shall be glad together in the 


glory of the Lord. The water of the sea shall | 
be: troubled. !STherefore. the. glory .of the | 


Lord, will be in the-isiands. of the sea; the 
name of the Lord, the God.of Israel,.will be 
glorious. !6From the ends of the earth we 
heard wonderful things, and there is hope 
for the godly man. They will say, “Woe to 
the rejecters, who reject the law!” VFear,a 
pit, and a snare are upon you who dwell on 
the earth. !8It shall be that he who flees 
from the fear shall fall into the pit, and he 
who comes up from the midst of the pit 
shall be caught in the snare; for the win- 
dows of heaven are opened, and the founda- 


tions of the earth shall be shaken.t !9The | 
earth shall be completely troubled, and | 


the earth will be completely perplexed. 
20The earth bends and will be shaken like a 
hut, and like a drunkard overpowered with 
wine; and it shall fall and be unable to 
stand, for lawlessness is upon it. 2! Then God 
will bring His hand upon the host of heaven 
and upon the kings of the earth.t They will 





24:14-17 This passage is also a picture of the Book of Acts, where the apostles will cry aloud, proclaim- 
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mourn, and all the merry-hearted will | gather them and close them in a fortress 
| and in a prison; and after many generations 
| they shall be visited. 2 And the brick will 


melt and the wall shall fall, for the Lord wil] 
reign in Zion and in Jerusalem, and will be 


glorified before His elders. 
) ~ O Lord my God, I will glorify You; | 

J will sing a hymn to Your name, for 
You have done wonderful things, an ancient 
and true counsel, So be it, O Lord.t 2For You 
made. cities into a mound; You made the 
foundations of.their strong cities fall. The 
city of the ungodly shall not be built for- 
ever.t 2Therefore the poor people will bless 
You, and the cities of wronged people will 
praise You. 4For You were a helper to every 
humbled city,and a protection to those who 
were disheartened by reason of poverty. You 
will deliver them. from evil men, and be a 
shelter of the thirsty and a breath of life to 
the wronged. °They will bless You as dis- 
couraged people, thirsting in Zion because 
of ungodly men to whom You delivered us. 
’Then the Lord of hosts shall do this to all 
the nations on this mountain. They shall 
drink in gladness; they shall drink wine; 
they shall anoint themselves with ointment 
7on this mountain. Deliver all these things 


to the nations, for this is the counsel for all 


the nations. 8Death prevailed and swal- 
lowed them, but again God wiped away 
every tear from every face; He took away 
the disgrace of His people from all the 
earth; for the mouth of the Lord has spo- 
ken.t "Then it will be said in that day, 
“Behold, this is our God, in whom we hope¢ 
and rejoiced exceedingly; and we shall be 
glad in His salvation:’t !°For on this moun- 
tain God will give them rest, and the 


ing the name of the Lord wherever they go. The islands are the churches that will be established i the 
midst of the sea of lost humanity, rejecters of the natural law written on their hearts (see Rom 2:14, 


15). 


(Heb 12:26, 27), 


24:21-23 At the end of the age, God will bring His hand upon those who will not be humbled of th 


own free will. 


24:18 God will shake the heavens and the earth “that the things which cannot be shaken may remain 


eir 


25:1 An ancient and true counsel; Isaiah praises God for “the mystery which has been hidden m $ 
ages” (Col 1:26)—a mystery that. the prophet knows will someday be revealed in full, which is Chr Bi 
His saints, the Church. And Isaiah responds with total obedience: $o be it, O Lord, | | noni 
25:2, 3 God stops the ungodly not simply to punish sinners but to bring them to repentance. The pO 
and wronged, not the strong and proud, will bless and praise Him. i Tate | 
25:8 Humanity’s rebellion against God has given death the power to prevail, but Christ will destroy 


death and then wipe away every tear (see Rev 21:4). | BAPAN : a y j 
25:9 This is our God: The Apostle Thomas fulfills this prophecy when he sees the resurrected C ae 


J 


cries out, “My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28). 


I 


H 





oabite shall be trampled down, in the 
manner the threshing floor is tread with 
vagons? ''He will spread forth His hands 

as to humble man, to destroy him; and 
p will humble his arrogance—arrogance 
which he laid his hands. The height of 


your refuge He will humble, and bring it 


jown to the ground. 
6 In that day they shall sing this song 
) in the land of Judah: “Behold, we 


ion its surrounding wall: 2Open the gates: 
let the people enter who keep righteous- 
ness and guard the truth, Sand who lay hold 
ofthe truth and Keep peace, ‘because they 
hope forever in You, O Lord; the great and 
ernal God, “who humbles and’ brings 
down those who dwell on high; the'strong 
cities You will cast down; You will bring 
them down to the ground. The feet of the 
gentle and the humble shal! tread them un- 
derfoot. The way of the godly is straight: 
and the way of the godly is prepared.t 8For 
he way of the Lord is judginent; We hopé in 
Your name and in the remembrance of You, 
Which our soul desires at night. My spirit 
ises early in the morning to You; O God, 
lor Your commands are a light upon the 
“rth. Learn righteousness, you who dwell 
the earth. 0The ungodly man ceases; he 


Nill not learn righteousness: on the earth; | 
le will not do the truth; let the ungodly 


lan be taken away, that he may not see the 


ory of the Lord. 11O Lord, Your arm is ex- | 


ated, but they did not know it. But when 


a€ know it, they shall be ashamed, for 
usy will seize an untaught people; | 
i) now fire will devour the adversaries. 
ord our God, grant us peace, for You | 





25:10-17 
*ogance of all men. 


ty : P 
p es And exalted the lowly” (Lk 1:52). 


E Virgi 
p1. Sins (see Mt 25:1-13). 
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The King of Glory will spread forth His hands upon the cross in order to humble the 


6 Compare with what Virgin Mary sings in her 


| More exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2Co 4:17). 9) u monos | | 
as) "ne dead shall ne up: “Christ is risen from the dead, See ate EAN Alth by death, and upon 
€ tombs; bestowing life” (Paschal Troparion; see also 1015) 0) 00n) wets 
Beng 21 Isaiah isa TRAPA "prophet of doom,” but he'is also a good shepherd to his propie! After — 
N9 the night in prayer, he consoles them with these words. | = iG OM 
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Ra ISAIAH 27:3 
render everything to us. 130 Lord our God, 
possess us;'O Lord, we know no other be- 
Sides You; we name Your name. The dead 
will not see! life; neither will physicians 
raise them. Therefore You brought evils 
upon them and destroyed them; and took 
away every male of theirs. 5Bring more 
evils on them, O Lord, on. the glorious of 
the earth. 160 Lord, I remembered You in 
my hard circumstances. Your chastening to 





| US Was a small affliction.t 17As-a woman 
have a strong city; He will make our salya- | 


with child is in pain and cries out in ‘her 
pangs, when she draws near the time of her 
delivery, so we’ became Your beloved be- 
cause of Your fear, O Lord: !8We have been 
with child; we have been in pain; ‘and we 
have given birth. We brought forth“ the 
spirit of Your salvation on the earth. But 


_ the inhabitants of the world shall fall. The 


dead shall rise up; and those in the tombs 
shall arise. Those in the earth shall be glad, 
for your dew is a healing for them) but the 
land of the ungodly shall come to'an end:”t 
““Come, my people, enter your closets and 
shut your door; hide yourself for ‘a very 
short while, until the anger of the Lord is 


_past.? 2!For’ behold, the Lord is bringing 


wrath from His holy place upon the inhab- 


-itants of the earth, and the earth will ün- 


cover its blood! and will not cover its slain. 


2 '/ In that day, God will bring His holy, 
/_ great, and strong sword upon the 
fleeing dragon serpent, the perverse dragon 
serpent that flees; and He shall destroy the 
dragon.t 2In that day, there shall be a beau- 
tiful vineyard, and a desire to begin a hymn 
against a city: *“I am a strong city, a be- 
sieged city; I water it in vain; for it shall be 
taken at night, and its wall shall fall by day. 


hymn: “He has put down the mighty from their Ss 
the, The godly are being prepared to follow Christ when He comes, Compare to Christ's parable of 


ard circumstances are seen by the righteous as'a reason to gel as Ne sae The My ‘ 7 
i ie 436 ac 6+! Palyl'writes, “our li iction, which... is working for 
gag Alls them a small affliction; or as St. Paul writes, “our light affliction, EUEN a ssi ae i 
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| i | | sle seat . "He who follows the ser- 
| Deng eg Sword is Christ. the Incarnate God, who will slay the dragon, Satan. “He who follo 


i 


lord m ows that his life is crooked, uneven, and filled with contrariness; but he who follows after the BS 
Makes his paths straight and his footprints right" (BasiIG), — ¢003 omino 
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ISAIAH 27:4 





*There is no woman who has not taken 
hold of it. Who will appoint me to guard 
straw in a field? I rejected it because of this 
enemy. For that very reason therefore, the 


Lord God did all the things He ordered. I | 


am burned down.” “Those who dwell in it 
will cry out, “Let us make peace with Him, 
let us make peace.” “Those who come are the 
children of Jacob. Israel shall bud and put 
forth flowers, and the inhabited earth shall 
be filled with its fruit.t 7As he struck, shall 


he not be thus struck? As he slew, shall he | 


not be thus slain? §Fighting and denounc- 
ing he shall send them away. Did you not 
think with a harsh spirit about killing them 
in a spirit of anger? °Therefore the lawless- 
ness of Jacob will be removed; and this is 
his blessing when I take away his sin, when 
they make all the stones of the, altars 
beaten like fine dust. Their trees do not re- 
main, and their idols shali be cut down like 
a distant forest.t !°The flock that dwelt 
there shall be left like an abandoned flock, 
and for a long time the field will be for pas- 
ture; and there flocks shall he down, to 


rest.t And after a time, there wall be noth- | 


ing green in it because of the withering. 
Come here, you women who come. from 
that sight. For it is a people of no under- 
standing; therefore He who made them will 
have no compassion on them, neither He 
who formed them; and He will show them 
no mercy. !2And it shall come to pass in that 
day that the Lord will close it from the 
channel! of the river to the Brook of Egypt. 
And you will gather the sons of Israel one 
by one.t !3So it shall be in that day that they 
shall blow the great trumpet, and the lost 
ones in the country of the Assyrians and in 
Egypt will come, and they shall worship the 
Lord on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 


2 


that fell from the glory on top of the fer- 


Woe to the crown of arrogance, the 
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) hirelings of Ephraim, the, flower 





tile mountain, those who are drunk with. 
out wine.t *Behold, the anger of the Lorg 
is a strong and harsh thing, like a falling 
hail where there is no shelter, falling vig. 
lently like a great force of water, sweep. 
ing away the country. He shall bring relief 
for the earth with His hands. *The crown 
of arrogance, the hirelings of Ephraim, 


will be trampled underfoot. 4But the 


flower that fell from the hope of the glory 
on the top of the high mountain shall be 
like the forerunner of the fig. He who sees 
it wishes to swallow it before he gets it in 
his hand.t °In that day, the Lord of hosts 
shall be the crown of hope, woven of 
glory, to the remnant of My people. *They 
shall be left in a spirit of judgment upon 
judgment and for the strength of those 
who prevent slaying. ‘For these are led 
astray with wine and are deceived by 
strong drink. Priest and prophet are out of 
their minds by reason of wine; they stag- 
ger because of drunkenness; they go 
astray. This is delusion. 8A curse will de- 
vour this counsel, for this counsel was for 
the sake of covetousness. °To whom haye 
we reported evils and declared a mes- 
sage? Those weaned from milk and with- 
drawn from the breasts. Expect afflic- 
tion upon affliction, hope upon hope, yet 4 
little, yet a little. !!By reason of the con- 
tempt of lips and another tongue they will 
speak to. this people, saying to them, 
“This is the rest for the hungry, and this Is 
the affliction,” but they would not listen. 
13The teaching of the Lord God will be for 
them affliction upon affliction, hope upon 
hope, yet a little, yet a little, so they may 
go and fall backward; and they will be 
in danger, crushed and conquered. 
Therefore hear the word of the Lord, 
you afflicted men and rulers of this pec: 
ple in Jerusalem, !5Because you said, WS 
made a covenant with Hades, and are P 
agreement with death, and if the rushing 


27:6 Those who are left will bud and bear fruit. These are the true children of Jacob. 


27:9 King Hezekiah destroyed the idols in Jerusalem temporarily (see 2Ch 31:1; 4Kg 18:4); but Christ 
will permanently destroy the idolatry of sin for all mankind. 

27:10, 11 This prophecy concerns Jerusalem's captivity, 

27:12, 13 The sons of Israel are symbolic of the apostles, who will blow the great trumpet of truth, 
gathering Christ's scattered sheep together in a single flock on the holy mountain, the Church, 
28:1 This passage is interpreted by Eusebius and Cyril as relating to the downfall of the Pharisees an 
chief priests, who are the crown of arrogance, and to the specific treachery of Judas, who was 


descended from the tribe of Ephraim. 


28:4-6 Just as the the fig replaces the fading flower, Christ will supersede the 


the crown of hope, woven of glory. 


fading law and become 


i 





stone, 





NS eS a a ee 
sort passes through, it will not come 
5? n us, for we made falsehood our hope, 
A in falsehood we shall be protected”; 
M erefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, I 
for the foundations of Zion a costly 
a chosen and precious cornerstone 
for its foundations, and whoever believes 
in Him will not be put to shame.t 17] will 
„so cause judgment to be for hope, and 
My mercy to be for a standard. The sud- 
jen blast of wind will not pass by you who 
rust vainly in falsehood, !8except it also 
ake away your covenant of death. Your 
hope in Hades will also not stand when 
the rushing storm passes through, for you 
will be beaten down by it. "When it passes 
rough, it will take you; for morning by 
morning it will pass through by day, and 
by night there will be an evil hope.” Learn 
io listen, 2°you in difficult straits. We can- 
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ISAIAH 29:13 





2 Woe to the city of Ariel, against 

which David waged war! Gather 
fruits year by year, for you will eat with 
Moab.t 2For I will afflict Ariel, and her 
strength and wealth will be mine. *I will en- 
circle you as David did, and I will put a bar- 
ricade around you, and place towers 
around you. Your words will be humbled 
to the earth, and your words will sink into 
the earth. Your speech shall be like those 
calling out of the ground, and your voice 
weakened to the ground. "Moreover the 
wealth of the ungodly shall be like the dust 
of a wheel and like dirt carried away. It 
shall be as though in an instant and sud- 
denly *from the Lord of hosts; for there will 
be a visitation with thunder and earth- 
quake and a great noise, and a sudden blast 


of wind and a devouring flame of fire. "The 


wealth of all the nations, aS many as 


not fight, and we ourselves are too weak | fought against Ariel, and all who wage war 
to gather ourselves together. 2!As the | against Jerusalem, and all who gather 
mountain of the ungodly will rise up and | against her and afflict her, shall be as one 
be in the valley of Gibeon, He wiil do His | who dreams in the night. "They shall be 
deeds in anger, a work of bitterness. His | like those who eat and drink inia dream, 
anger will behave strangely, and His bit- | and when they awake their dream was use- 
femess will be strange.t 2So do not be | less, and as a thirsty man dreams, as if he 
glad, neither let your bands become | is drinking but is still thirsty when he 
strong: because I heard from the Lord of | wakes, and his soul hoped in vain, so will 


hosts the things He will perform upon all 
he earth. 2Give ear and hear my voice. 
Listen and hear my words. 24Will the plow- 
man plow all day? Or will he prepare the 
feed before he cultivates the ground? 
When he levels its surface, does he not 
hen sow the small black cummin, and af- 
lrward sow the wheat, the barley, and the 
ohe-seeded wheat in your borders? 78So 
JOU will be chastised by the judgment of 
Jour God and be gladdened by it. 27For the 
eck cummin is not cleansed with harsh- 
B, nor will the wheel of a wagon roll 
howe cummin; but the black cummin Is 
shed with a stick, and the cummin 
an Il be eaten with bread. For I will not be 
“liad with you forever, nor will the voice 
iy» bitterness trample you underfoot, 
how ©. signs came forth from the Lord of 


Oe 
ls. Take counsel; exalt vain comfort. 


be the wealth of all the nations that fought 
against Mount Zion. 9Faint and be amazed; 


be overpowered, not with strong drink nor 


with wine, for the Lord made you drink a 


spirit of deep sleep, and He shall close their 
eyes and the eyes of their prophets and 
rulers, who see secret things. All these 
things shall be to you as the words of this 
sealed book, which if they should give to a 
learned man, saying, “Read this,” then he 
will say, “I cannot read this, for it is sealed.” 
12This book shall also be placed in the 
hands of an unlearned man, and one shall 
say to him, “Read this,” then he will say, “I 
do not understand writings.” 

13So the Lord said, “These people draw 
near to Me and honor Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from Me, and they 
worship Me in vain, teaching the 
commandments and doctrines of men.t 


2; TT y i | 
16 AS a cornerstone unites two walls, Christ will unite Jew and Gentile believers\(see 1Pt 2:6). 
a “1 The reference is to the battle of Joshua against the Gibeonites, during which God destroyed the 


w., 7 "ith large hailstones (see Jos 10). 


lego iel, which means “Lion of God,” is Jerusalem. After David was anointed king over Israel, he be- 


9:4 Jerusalem and took it (see 2Kg 5:3-7): 


dro 
ngs which cannot be uttered” 


‘Oroa A right heart before God in prayer is even more important than right words, for God hears our 
f (Rom 8:26; see also Mk 7:6, 7). 


ISATAH 29:14 





Therefore behold, I will proceed to re- 
move this people, and I shall remove them. 
I shall destroy the wisdom of the wise and 
hide the understanding of the intelligent.” 
l5Woe to those who deepen their counsel, 
but not through the Lord! Woe to those who 
take counsel in secret and whose works are 
in darkness! They say, “Who sees us?” and, 
“Who knows us or what we do?”t !6Shall 
you not be considered as the clay of the 
potter? Shall what is molded of clay: say to 
him who molded it, “You ‘did not create 


me”? Or: shall' the work say to him who | 


made it, “You did not make me wisely”? !"Is 
it not yet a very little while until Lebanon 
Shall be changed like Mount Carmel, and 
Mount Carmelbe considered a forest? 18In 
that day, the deaf she hear:the words of 
the book, and the eyes of those in darkness | 
and in a fog shali see: “The poor also shall | 
rejoice exceedingly in gladness because of | 
the Lord, and the hopeless’: among men | 
shall be filled! with giadness. ?” The lawless 
man has come to an end, and the arrogant 
man has perished. Those who act lawlessiy 
in malice are utterly destroyed, “'as well.as 
those who cause'men to’sin in word: They 
shall make all who condemn at the gates an 
offense, because they turned aside the 
righteous man with wrongdoing, *“There- 
fore the Lord says this concerning the 
house of Jacob, whom He set apart out 
of Abraham: “Now: Jacob’ shall not be 
ashamed, nor shall Israel now change his 
countenance. 2*But when their children see 
My works, they shall sanctify My name for 
My sake, and will sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob, and fear the God of Israel.t And 
those who erred in spirit shall know under- 
standing, and those who complained will 
learn to obey, and the stammering tongues 


shall learn to ages peace. n 
4 () “Woe to the apostate children says 
the Lord! “You made counsel, but 


not through Me, and covenants, but not of 
My Spirit, so as to add sins to sins. *You 





29:15 The wisdom and counsel of the proud is but foolishness in God's eyes, - 





| proceeded to go downs to EEV but didn rien 
ask Me, so as to be helped by Pharaoh and 
protected by the Egyptians.t *For the pro. 
tection of Pharaoh shall be your shame, 
and there shall be disgrace for those who 
trust in Egypt. For there are rulers at 
Tanis, evil messengers. In vain shall they 
labor in seeking a people who will not 
profit, help or benefit them, but they shall 
be for them a shame and a disgrace.” . 

6The vision of the quadrupeds in the 
desert: 

In affliction and distress they carry their 
wealth on the backs of donkeys and 
camels—amid lions and lion’s cubs, and 
vipers and the offspring of flying vipers— 
to a nation that will not profit or benefit 
, them, but will be for them a shame and a 
| disgrace.t 7For the Egyptians shall help you 
| utterly:in vain. Tell them, “This consolation 
| of yours is in vain.” 
8Now. therefore, sit. and write these 
| things, on a tablet in a book, for these 

things shall be for the ii to come, even 
forever. For this is a disobedient people, 
false children, children who are unwilling 
to hear the law of God.t !°They say to the 
prophets, “Do not report to us”; and to 
those who see visions, “Do not speak to us, 
but speak and declare to us another decep- 
tion. !!Turn us aside from this way; remove 
this path from us, and take away from us 
the Holy One of Israel.” Therefore thus 
says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel: “Be- 
cause you disobeyed these words, and 
hoped in falsehood and grumbled and were 
confident in this respect; !therefore, this 
sin shall be to you like a wall ready to fal 
when a strong city is taken, whose fall is 
‘immediately present. Its fall shall be like 
the breaking of a clay vessel, like that of a 
small jar, so as not to find among them 
even a fragment with which to take away 
fire, or draw a little water.” 15For thus says 
the Lord, the Holy One of Israel: Biss 
you return and groan, then you will. be 
saved and know where you were. 
you trusted in vain things, vain was ya 






29:23 Godly works will help identify the Messiah when He comes. . 
30:2-5 Those who trust in Egypt or in any human government willl labor in vain “It is gona to trust 


the Lord / Rather than to trust in man” (Ps 117:8). 


30:6 Jerusalem is the desert, which will be devastated by the nation of Nebuchadnezzar The ! 


quadrupeds are the foolish and rebellious people. 


30:9-11 When God's children refuse to listen to the prophets, thoy are attempting to stop! the vey l 


mouth of the Holy One of Israel, Christ Himself. 
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greneth, 
put yOu 
perefore 


said, “We will flee on horses”— 
you shall flee. You also said, “We 
jl] ride oñ swift horses”—therefore those 
O pursue you shall be swift. One thou- 
and shall flee at the voice of one; at the 
voice of five, many shall flee, until you are 
aft asa pole upona mountain, and as one 
olding a bannerion a hill. 'SAnd again God 
yill wait, 
you; and therefore He will be exalted, that 
He may have mercy on you, because the 
lord our God is a judge, and where will you 
ave behind your glory? Blessed: are: all 
hose who abide in Him.t 

For a holy people shall .dwell in Zion; 
and Jerusalem cried with wailing, “Have 






































you the bread of affliction and’scant water; 
and those leading you astray will no longer 


ver and covered with gold. You will grind 
tem to powder and scatter them like the 
Water of an indisposed woman, and thrust 
hem away like dung. 23Then there will be 
fain for the seed of your land, and the 
bread of produce of your land’s increase 
will be plenteous and rich. In that day your 
ttle will feed in rich and large pastures. 
Your bulls and the oxen ‘that work the 


Owed barley, 25On' every high mountain 
On every high hill there will be streams 
yt day, when many perish and the tow- 
vill all. ln that day, the light of the moon 

of e as the light of the sun, and the light 
a sun will be sevenfold, when the Lord 
of the wound of His people and the pain 

Your plague, veg | 








| Payer 
Wisely e 
| ‘ely sends evil to them (see Pr 3:11, 12). 


TOOT o: E 3E 
27Behold, the name of the Lord comes af- 
tera long time; a burning anger. The teach- 


and you did not will to listen.”t 


that He may have compassionion | 








“ound will eat straw prepared with win- 


but 23 Affliction is given by the Lord, the Physician of souls, to open 


M3459 
g3 The king of the Assyrians thought he'would reign over Jeru 

me angel of the Lord slew Sennacherib’s army (ch..37))) xO am) wi l ioc mar Dam ne 
he people continue to trust in horses andi chariots rather than in God. The 


ISAIAH 31:3 


= 


ing of His lips is with glory, a revelation full 


of wrath, and the wrath of His anger shall 


devour like fire. 28His breath, like an over- 


flowing stream in a valley, shall reach up to 


the neck and be divided, to trouble the na- 
tions for their vain error; and error shall 


| of 


pursue and overtake them. 2?9Must you al- 
ways be glad, and go into’: My holy places 
continually, as those who keep a feast, and 
must you always go with a flute, as those 
who are glad when they go into the moun- 
tain ofthe Lord: to the God of Israel? 2°God 
| will.cause His glorious! voice to be heard, 
| and He will show the anger of His arm with 
| anger and wrath, and the flame of a de- 
mercy on me.” He will have mercy on you at | vouring fire. He shall strike violently with 
he sound of your cry.. When He:sees this, | thunderbolts, and His wrath shall be as wa- 
He will listen to you. 2°The Lord will give | ter and violent hail. ?'For through the voice 
the Lord; the Assyrians will be defeated, 


as He strikes them with the rod.t And it 


approach you, but your eyes shall see those | shall happen to him on every. side, that 
leading you astray.t’2!Your ears shal! hear | those from; whom his-hope of assistance 
words behind you leading you astray, say- | was) and in whom he trusted, shall them- 
ing, “This is the way: let'us walkin it, ei- | selves,in turn, make war on him with flutes 
ther to the right hand or to the left<22You | and harps: For you;will: be required before 
will also remove your idols plaited with sil- | many. days: Was it prepared for you also to 


| reign? -No,-God prepared for you a deep 


wood. The, anger; of,the Lord shall be as 
valley burning with brimstone. . 


31 


0:15 Return and groan: After warning them of their imminent destruction, the Lord exhorts the peo- 
~ Fepent and be saved. Still, they did not will to listen. VS ASi an? oF onibrds al ese 
thse God will wait for His people, testing their hearts, and giving immediate grace and 
o abide in Him. = Vil euonoly E WOT H 3 
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prophet 


ese j 


mercy to 


blind eyes and deaf ears to the 


valley, wood laid down, fire and much 


a 


Woe.to those who go down to Egypt 
for help and rely on horses, who 
trust in chariots because they are many, 
and in horsemen because they are very 
strong, but who do not trust in the Holy 
One of Israel, nor seek God!t 2So He wisely 
brings evils upon them, and His word can- 
not be set aside, for He will rise up against 
the houses of evil men and against their 
-vain'hope, ?Now an Egyptian is'a man, and 
not God; and their horses are flesh, and not 
a help. The Lord shall bring His hand 
against them, and those who''help them 


i ee 


salem, but because of Hezekiah’'s 


Isaiah says 


1 A ut fed d j 


ISAIAH 31:4 i 





shall become weary. All will perish to- 
gether. ‘For thus the Lord said to me: “As a 
lion roars, and a young lion over his prey, 
Which he took and cries out upon it until 
the mountains are filled with his sound, 
and the animals are awestruck and terri- 
fied at the fierceness of his anger, so the 
Lord of hosts will come down to fight for 
Mount Zion, even upon her mountains.t 


“Like birds flying about, so will the Lord- 
| breasts because of the desirable fields and 


defend Jerusalem. He will deliver; preserve, 
and Save it.” °Return, you who planned a 
deep and lawless counsel. 7For in that day, 
men shall renounce their idols of silver and 
gold, which their hands made. 8Then the 
Assyrian shall fall by a sword not of man, 
and a sword not of man shall devour him. 


He shall not flee from the sword, but: his | 


young men shall be overthrown.t 9For they 

shall be surrounded by a rock as by abar- 

ricade, and he who flees stali be caught. 
The Lord says this: “Blessed is he 


3 who has a seed in Zion and kindred 
in Jerusalem. For behold, a righteous King 
Shall reign, and rulers will govern with 
judgment.t 2A Man wil! hide His words, and 
be hidden as from flowing water; and He 


will appear in Zion as a glorious river flow- | i i : 
| they will rest with riches. Though hail 


ing in a thirsty land.t 4And they will no 
longer trust in men, but their ears will in- 
cline to listen. ‘The heart of the sick will 
pay attention to listen, and the tongues that 


stammer will learn quickly to speak peace.” | 


SLet them no longer tell a fool to rule, nor 
let Your servants say any longer, “Be silent.” 
6For the fool will speak foolishness, and his 
heart will think vain things: to practice 
lawlessness, to speak error against the 
Lord, to scatter hungry souls, and to make 
thirsty souls empty. ‘For the counsel of evil 
men plans lawlessness, to destroy the hum- 
ble with unjust words, and to scatter the 
words of the humble with Judgment. *But 
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the godly plan wise things, and this counsel 














remains. 

“Rise up, you rich women, and hear my 
voice. You daughters with hope, listen to my 
words. VIn pain, yet with hope, remember 
that for a full year the harvest will be con- 
sumed and cease. It shall by no means 
come again. !!Be amazed, be grieved, yoy 
confident ones. Strip yourselves, and gird 
your loins with sackcloth. !*Beat upon your 


the fruit of the vine. !*On the land of my 
people, thorns and grass will come up, and 
gladness will be taken from every house. 


As for the rich city, “the houses are de- 


serted, and they will leave behind the 
wealth of the city and desirable houses. 
The villages will become caves forever, and 
the gladness of wild donkeys and pastures 
of shepherds— until the Spirit comes 
upon you from on high, and the desert be- 
comes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
is counted as a forest.t !®Then judgment 
will take rest in the desert, and righteous- 


ness shall dwell in Carmel. "The works of 


righteousness will be peace, and righteous- 
ness’shall ensure rest and confidence for- 
ever. 8His people will dwell in a city of 
peace, and will dwell in confidence, and 


should come down, it would not fall upon 
you, and those who dwell in the forests 
shall be as confident as those in the plain. 
20Blessed are those who sow beside all wa- 
ters, where the ox and the donkey tread.’ 


3 2 Woe to those who distress you, 

though no one is causing you dis 
tress, and he who deals treacherously with 
you, though no one is dealing treacher 
ously with you! Those who deal treacher- 
ously will be conquered and handed oven 
and like a moth in a garment they will be 
defeated.t 20 Lord, have mercy on us; [of 





31:4 God watches over His people as a young lion watches over his prey. 


31:8 God will deal an invisible blow against the Assyrian army when it is overthrown by an ange! of the 


Lord (37:36). | 


32:1 According to the Fathers, a righteous King prefigures Christ, and rulers prefigure the apostles. 
32:2 Christ will hide His words by speaking in parables to the multitudes, but will explain Himself in 
private to His disciples, for out of their hearts will flow a glorious river of living water (see Jn 7:38). : 
32:15 After Christ ascends to heaven, the Holy Spirit will come upon the believers at Pentecost, an i} 


Church, a fruitful field, will be established. 


32:20 Those who sow are those who teach salvation. All waters prefigure holy baptism. The Church 
will be formed from both Jew (the ox) and Gentile (the donkey). Sut ant 
33:1 The enemy may distress the believer physically, but not finally. In Christ the enemy will be 


conquered by his own treachery. 
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trust in You. The seed 





ed of the disobedient 
W ¿made for destruction, but our salvation 
na time of affliction.t 3The peoples were 


mayed through fear of You, because of 


your fearsome voice, and the nations were 

tered. “So now the spoils of your small 

į great Shall be gathered, as if someone 
might gather grasshoppers, Thus shall they 
make fun of you. `The God who dwells in 
the heights is holy. Zion is filled with judg- 
ment and righteousness.t *They will be 
handed over to the law. Our salvation is in 
yeasures Wherein is wisdom, knowledge, 
and godliness toward the Lord—these are 
the treasures of righteousness: 7Behold 
therefore; they will fear you greatly, and 


| those you feared will fear you. For messen- 


gers shall be sent entreating for peace, 
weeping bitterly as they ask for peace. 8For 


their ways will lie desolate. The-fear of the 


| nations has ceased, and the coyenant with 


‘them is taken away, and youi will--not 


reckon them as a people: The earth 
mourns, and Lebanon is shamed: Sharon 


| has become marshlands. and-Galilee and 
| Carmel are laid bare. 10“Now 1] will arise,” 
| Says the Lord; “now I will be glorified: now 


[will be exalted. UNow vou shall see, now | 


you shall perceive; the strength of your 
spirit is vain; fire shall devour you. !2The 
Nations shall be burned. up; like thorns 
rown in the field and burned up: “Those 
afar off will hear what I have done; and 
hose near will know My strength.” *The 


Wless in Zion departed; trembling will 


ize the ungodly. Who will tell you a fire is 
iming? Who will tell you about the eter- 


"al place?t 15He who walks in righteous- 


a and speaks uprightly, he who hates 
Wlessness and wrongdoing, who gestures 
th his hands, refusing bribes, he who 
‘ODS his ears from hearing the judgment of 


zx ood, and he who shuts his eyes from see- 


is wrongdoing. 16He will dwell ina high 
VE of a mighty rock. Bread will be given 





| 3} earned to put their trust in God. 


: Snel “ording to the Fathers, the saints, who dwe 


| HSA, 
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him, and his water will be plentiful.t !7All of 
you will see a King with His glory, and your 
eyes will see a land from afar.t !8Your soul 
will think about fear. Where are the 
scribes? Where are the advisors? Where is 
he who numbers those growing up, !%both a 
small and great people, with whom they 
did not consult, nor did he know a deep- 
voiced people, that a despised people 
should not hear, and there is no under- 








Standing to him who hears? 2°Behold, there 


is Zion, the city of our salvation. Your eyes 
will see Jerusalem, a wealthy city, a taber- 
nacle which will not be shaken. Neither 
Shall one of the tent-pegs of its tabernacle 
be moved forever, nor its cords. broken: 
“for the name of the Lord is great to you. 
There will be a place for you—rivers and 
brooks, broad and spacious. You will not 
travel this way,-nor will a boat with oars. 
**For my God is great. The Lord our judge 
will not pass me by. The Lord is our ruler, 
the Lord:-is- our king. He will-save: us.t 


| 2Your ropes broke apart, for the boat was 


not strong. Your: mast. could not:hold, and 


| the sails slackened. It will not raise a flag 


until it is taken for booty. Therefore many 
lame men -will make ita. spoil. 24And the 
people who dwell among them will notisay, 
“Lam weary,” for their sin shall be forgiven. 
4 Come near, you nations; and listen; 

I you rulers. Let the earth hear and 


those in it, the inhabited earth and the peo- 
ple therein.t *For the anger of the Lord is 
against all the nations, and His wrath 


against all the number of them, to destroy 
them utterly and to deliver them over for 
slaughter. “Their slain and their dead shall 
be thrown out; their stench shall rise from 
their dead bodies, and the mountains shall 
be drenched with their blood. ‘Heaven shall 
also be rolled up like a scroll,.and all the 
stars shall fall like leaves from a vine, as 
leaves fall from a fig tree. °My sword in 





R The faithful offer a prayer of thanksgiving for what the Lord has done, for through affliction they 


Il with God in the heights, have also become the 


3 "9 place of God (1Co 3:16). Zion here represents the Church. | 
dime HNO will tell you a fire is burning?: Christ Himself will tell His people about the eternal place of 


Ment f 
i67 


or the lawless and ungodly. 





he mighty rock is a symbol of the Church, which will offer Christ, the bread of life, to the believ- 
in the Church, the water of baptism into Christ will be plentiful. i | 
| Be Eyes set on the kingdom of heaven will behold Christ in His glory (Mt 24:30). 
Marvelous summary of how God reveals Himself to His people. | on 
ese verses are echoed in Christ's teaching about the end times (see Mt 24:7-29). 
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come down on Edom, and with judgment on 
the people of destruction. The sword of the 


Lord is filled with blood. It is fattened with | 
Lord and the majesty of our God. “Be 


the fat of lambs, goats, and rams. For the 
Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah and a great 
slaughter in Edom. 7The mighty ones shall 
fall with them, and the rams and the bulls. 
Their land shall be soaked with blood and 
saturated with fatness. 8For it is the day of 
the Lord’s judgment and the year of recom- 
pense for the cause of Zion. ‘Its valleys shall 
he turned into pitch and its land into brim- 
stone. Its land shall become burning pitch. 
Olt shall never be quenched day or night, 
and- its smoke shall rise up. It shall lie waste 
for all time and generations. !'But birds and 
hedgehogs shall live in it, and also ibises 
and ravens. He shal! stretch out over it the 


measuring line of a desert, and donkey- | 


centaurs will dwell in it.t 42Its rulers shall be 
no more. for its kings, rulers, and great ones 
shall be destroyed. “Thorn-trees shall come 
up in its cities and fortresses; it shall be 
a habitation of sirens, a courtyard for 
ostriches. Demons shal! also meet with 
donkey-centaurs, and one will cry out to an- 
other. Donkey-centaurs shall ‘also rest there, 
for they found themselves a place of rest. 
15There the hedgehog made its nest, and the 
earth preserved its children in safety. There 
the deer also gathered and saw one an- 
other’s faces. “They passed by in numbers, 
and not one of them perished. Not one of 
them sought the other, for the Lord com- 
manded them, and His Spirit gathered them. 
\7He shall cast lots for them, and His hand 
divided it among them to graze upon. They 
shall inherit it for all time, and Shall rest on 


it from generation to generation. 

3 Be glad, you thirsty desert, and re- 
joice exceedingly, and let the desert 

blossom as a lily.® 2The desert places of the 


34:11 Reference to th 
will be measured back to you.” 

35:8, 9 The dispersed will walk the holy wa 
world. | 
36:1—39:8 The Fathers agree t 
4Kg 18:13—20:19) in order to emphasize that hi 
ment in history. 

36:1 An ancient Assyrian account of 
fortified cities in Judah had already 





35:1-10 This passage is read on January 5, 
January 6. | 


_IOGe 


heaven is soaked with blood. Behold, it shall 





e measuring line is also found in Lk 6:38: “With the same measure that you use, 





Jordan shall blossom abundantly and re- 
joice exceedingly. The glory of Lebanon 
and the honor of Carmel shall be given to 
it, and My people shall see the glory of the 


strong, you relaxed hands and feeble 
knees. 4Be comforted, you fainthearted. Be 
strong, do not fear. Behold, our God ren- 
ders judgment and will render it. He will 


| come and save us. °Then the eyes of the 


blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall hear. Then the lame shall leap 
like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will 
speak clearly. For water shall burst forth in 
the desert, and a valley in the thirsty land. 
7The waterless desert shall become mead- 
ows, and the thirsty land springs of water. 
There will be the gladness of birds, a habi- 
tation of reeds and marshes. *A pure way 
shall be there, and it shall be called a holy 


way. No unclean man shall pass through 


there, neither shall there be an unclean 
way there. But those dispersed shall walk 
in it, and they shall not go astray.t 9No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous ani- 
mals go up on it, nor at all be found there. 
But the redeemed shall walk in it, ‘and 
those gathered by the Lord shall return and 
come to Zion with gladness, and with ever- 
lasting gladness over their head. For praise 
and exceeding joy will be on their head, 
and gladness shall possess them. Pain, sor- 


row, and sighing fled away. 

3 Now it came to pass in the four- 
teenth year of King Hezekiah that 

Sennacherib king of the Assyrians came up 

against all the fortified cities of Judah and 

took them.t 2Then the king of the Assyrians 


| sent Rabshakeh with a great army from 


Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem, 
and he stood by the aqueduct of the upper 
pool, on the way of the fuller's field. 3S0 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, the steward. 


it 





y—a highway of holiness, carrying the Light of Christ to the 


hat the prophet adds these narratives (which are almost identical to. 
s prophecies are from God, as evidenced by thelr fulfill 


the events surrounding the siege of Jerusalem affirms that forty-six 
been taken by Sennacherib. 


the Eve of the Feast of Theophany and on the Feast Day, 
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snebna the scribe, and Joah the son of 


Asaph, the recorder, came out to him. | 


iThen the Rabshakeh said to them, “Say 
now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, 


the king of the Assyrians: “Why are you 


sonfident?* °Is a war carried on by counsel 
or mere words? Now in whom do you trust, 
‘hat you disobey me? Behold, you are 
rusting in the staff of this broken reed, 
geypt, on which if a man leans, it will punc- 
ture his hand. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt 
and all who trust in him. 7But will you say, 
‘We trust in the Lord our God’?’” &8Now 
therefore, Make an agreement with my lord 
the king of the Assyrians, and I will give 
you two thousand horses—if you are able 
on your part to put riders on them. 9How 
are you able to turn back the face of one 
governor? Those who trust in the’ Egyp- 
tians for horse and rider are our servants. 
“Have we now come up without the Lord 
to make war against this country?” 


Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said-to | 


37 


the Rabshakeh, “Speak to vour servants in 
the Syrian language, for we understand it: 
and do not speak to us in Hebrew in the 
hearing of the men who are on the wall.” 
“But Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my 
lord sent me to your lord or to you to speak 
hese words? Has he not sent me to speak 
othe men who sit on the wall, so they may 
fal their own dung, and drink their own 
urine with you?” !8Then the Rabshakeh 
Sood and called out with a loud voice in 
ebrew, and said, “Hear the words of the 
ereat king, the king of the Assyrians. 
„aus Says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah 
“ceive you with words which will be un- 
ale to deliver you; !5nor let Hezekiah say 
Ag “God will deliver you, and this city 
of not be given into the hand of the king 

the Assyrians,” !6Do not listen to 
y kiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: 
“he Wish to be blessed, come out to me, 

“ach of you will eat from his own vine 





6; = 
3 Shebna and Eliakim are mentioned in ch. 22. 
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and his own fig tree, and all of you will 
drink the waters of your own cistern, un- 
til I come and take you away to a land like 
your own land, a land of grain and wine, 
and of bread and vineyards. !8Let not 
Hezekiah deceive you, saying, ‘God will de- 
liver us. Has any one of the gods of the na- 
tions delivered its land from the hand of 


| the king of the Assyrians? !9Where are the 


gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharvaim? Have they delivered 
Samaria from my hand? 2°Who among all 


the gods of these nations delivered his land 


from my hand, that God should deliver 
Jerusalem from my hand?” 21But they held 
their peace and answered him not a word, 
because of the king’s commandment not to 
answer him.t | 

22Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, the 
steward, Shebna the scribe of the army, and 
Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came 
to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told 
him the words of the Rabshakeh. 


Thus it came to pass, when King 
Hezekiah heard this, he tore his 
clothes, covered himself with sackcloth, 
and went into the house of the Lord.t 2Then 
he sent Eliakim the steward, Shebna the 
scribe, and the elders of the priests, cov- 
ered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz. °So they said to him, 
“Thus says Hezekiah: ‘This day is a day of 
affliction, disgrace, rebuke, and wrath; for 


the pangs of childbirth have come, but 


there is no strength to give birth. *May 
the Lord your God hear the words of 
the Rabshakeh, whom the king of the 
Assyrians sent to denounce the living God, 
and to insult Him with words which the 
Lord your God heard. Therefore you shall 
pray to the Lord your God for the remnant 
that is left.” °So the servants of King 
Hezekiah came to Isaiah, ĉand Isaiah said 
to them, “Thus shall you say to your lord: 





en € Rabshakeh was a chief officer in the Assyrian army. 
The Rabshakeh warns that the time for diplomacy has passed, and that Egypt, weak as a broken 
Mia be more likely to hurt than help Judah. The situation for Jerusalem seems hopeless. But As- 


3:2 ° Punishment equal to the sin (37:36-38). 


vith, „Pride in its own power, mockery against God's people, and blasphemy against God will be met 


Raho, ost as Christ remained silent before His accusers, Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah made no reply to the 


hakeh’ ) 
ih akeh’s blasphemous claims against God. 
Nite 


Usa 


"stead hen King Hezekiah went into the Temple, he did not pray for deliverance, despite his distress. 
Mer i ered Isaiah to pray that God rebuke the enemy's blasphemy, and to pray for the remnant 
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words you heard, whereby the ambassa- 
dors of the king of the Assyrians de- 
nounced Me. ‘Behold, I will send a spirit 
upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and 
return to his land. Then he will fall by the 
sword in his own land.” ’.” | 

SSo Rabshakeh returned and found the 
king warring against Libnah. Then the 
king of the Assyrians heard thatt *Tirhakah 
king of the Ethiopians had come out to 
make war against him. So when he heard 
it, he returned and sent messengers to 
Hezekiah, saying, !°“Thus you shall speak 
to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, ‘Do not 
let your God in whom you trust. deceive 


into the hand sf the king of the Assyrians." 
WYou heard what the Kings of the Assyri- 
ans did to all ‘anus bw destroying them. 
2Did the gods oP ihe nations deliver those 
my fathers: desiroyed—Gozan and Haran 
and Rezeph in the country of -Telassar? 
l3Where are the kings of Hamath and 
Arpad, and the kings of the city of Sephar- 
vaim, Hena, and Ivah?'.” So- Hezekiah re- 
ceived the scroll! from the messengers and 
opened it before the Lord. Then Hezekiah 
prayed to the Lord, saying, '*“O Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, the One who'sits 
between the cherubim, You alone are the 
God of all the kingdoms of the world. You 
made heaven and earth. Hear, O Lord, 
and open Your eyes, O Lord, and see the 
words Sennacherib sent to denounce the 
living God. |8For it is true; the kings of 
the Assyrians laid waste the inhabited 
earth and their countries, and cast their 


idols into the fire; for they were not gods, 


but works of men’s hands—wood and 
stone. Therefore they destroyed them. “"But 
now, O Lord our God, save us from their 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know You alone are God,” 

4IThen Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to 
Hezekiah and said to him, “The Lord God 
of Israel says this: ‘I heard what you prayed 
to Me against Sennacherib king of the As- 











37:8, 9 Isaiah's prayers are answered when, for the time being, the king of Assyria halts the siege on 


EE 1 
‘The Lord says this, “Do not be afraid of the 





syrians. 2?This is the word God has spoken 
concerning him: “The virgin daughter of 
Zion has despised and laughed you to 
scorn. The daughter of Jerusalem hag 
shaken her head at you.t 3Whom have yoy 
denounced and provoked? Or against 
whom have you raised your voice? Yoy 
have lifted your eyes on high against the 
Holy One of Israel. “By your messengers, 
you have insulted the Lord, for you said, 
‘By the multitude of my chariots I came to 
the height of the mountains, to the limits of 
Lebanon. I cut down its tall cedars and its 
choice cypress trees, and entered the 
height of its forest region. 2°I built a bridge. 
and dried up the waters and every pool of 
water. 26Did you not hear long ago the 
things I did? From ancient times | ap- 
pointed them, but now have manifested my 
| purpose to desolate nations in their strong- 
| holds and those who dwell in strong cities. 
27] weakened their hands, and they with- 
| ered; and they became like dry grass on the 
| housetops- and like weeds. 28Now then, | 
| know your resting place, your going out 
| and your coming in. 29Your great rage and 
bitterness has come up to Me: Therefore | 
will put a hook in your nose and a bridle in 
-your lips, and I will turn you back by the 
way you came.” This shall be a sign to 
you: You shall eat this year what you sowed, 
and the second year what is left over; also 
in the third year sow and reap; plant vine- 
yards and eat the fruit of them. 3!So the 
remnant in the house of Judah shall again 
take root downward and bear fruit upward. 
‘2For out of Jerusalem a remnant shall £0 
forth, and those saved from Mount Zion. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
these things. "Therefore, thus says the 
Lord concerning the king of the Assyrians: 
‘He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
an arrow there, nor come before it with 
shield, nor build a siege mound against Ìt. 
34By the way he came, by the same shall he 
-return,’ says the Lord. 35I will protect this 
city, to save it for My own sake and for MY 
servant David’s sake,’ ” 


Jerusalem in order to deal with the threat from the Ethiopians, | 

37:10-20 Even from a distance, the enemy continues to blaspheme the God of Israel, But note how 
Hezekiah’s attitude has changed. This time (in contrast to 37:14), he prays directly before the Lord, 
asking Him to secure Jerusalem so that all the kingdoms will see and know that the God of Israel is Lord 


of all (v, 20). ~ = 
37:22 The mighty King of Assyria will be laughed . 
God's daughter. 


_, to scorn by vulnerable Jerusalem, because she i$ 
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Then the Angel of the Lord went out 
and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one 
nundred and eighty-five thousand; and 
when people arose early in the morning, 
hey discovered all the dead bodies. 8’7Then 
sennacherib king of the Assyrians de- 
parted and returned to Nineveh, and dwelt 
there. Now it came to pass, as he was wor- 
shiping in the house of Nisroch his god, his 
sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck 
him down with the sword, then escaped 


_ jntothe land of Ararat; and Esarhaddon his 


son reigned in his place. 


90 In those days Hezekiah was sick 
3 |- and near death. Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz, went to him and said, 
‘Thus says the Lord: ‘Set your house in 
order, for you shall die and’ not live’ ”t 
Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the 
wall, and prayed to the Lord, °and said, 


‘Remember now, O Lord; I pray, how I have | 


walked before You in truth and with a true 
heart, and did what is pleasing in Your 
sight.” So Hezekiah wept toudly. #Then the 
word of the Lord came to ‘saiah, saying, 
“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, the God of David your father: “I 
heard your prayer, I see your tears. Behold, 


| will add fifteen years to your life. 61 will | 


deliver you and this city from the hand of 
the king of the Assyrians, and I will protect 


_ this city. 7Now this shall be the sign to you 


rom the Lord, that God will do this thing:t 
Í will turn back the shadow on the ten 
steps of your father’s house—the steps on 
Which the sun goes down.” ’” So the sun’s 


shadow that went down on the ten steps | 


lurned back, 

wha < Prayer of Hezekiah king of Judah 
ae he was sick and recovered from his 
Aness: “T said at the end of my days 
hi ar the gates of Hades, ‘I shall leave be- 
the remainder of my years.’ !'I said, ‘I 
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ng will die at the hands of his own sons. 
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Shall no longer see the salvation of my 


God upon the earth; I shall no longer see a 
man among my kindred.’ !2] left behind 
what remained of my life. It went away 
and departed from me like one who takes 
down a tent. My breath became in me like 


the web of a weaver when she draws near 


to cut it. On that day I was given as to a 
lion until morning. So He broke my bones, 
for from day until night I was given over. 
l4Like a swallow, so shall I cry; I will 
mourn like a dove. My eyes fail from look- 
ing to the height of heaven toward the 
Lord, who delivered me and removed the 


| pain of my soul. 160 Lord, it was told You 


concerning this, and You revived my 
breath; and I was comforted and lived. 


| "For You chose my soul that it should not 
perish, and You cast all my sins behind me. 


l8For those in Hades’ shall not praise You, 
neither will the dead bless You; nor shall 
those in Hades hope for Your ‘mercy. The 
living shall praise You as I do. For from this 
day forward, I shall cause children to de- 


| clare Your righteousness, O Lord of my sal- 


vation, and- I shall not cease to bless You 
with the psaltery all the days of my life be- 
fore the house of God.” 
21Now Isaiah said'to Hezekiah, “Take a 
cake of figs; mash them, and apply them as 
a plaster, and you shall recover.” 22Then 
Hezekiah said, “This is the sign that I shall 
go up to the house of the Lord God.” 
3 At that time, Merodach the son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent let- 


ters, ambassadors, and gifts to Hezekiah, 


for he heard he was sick and almost died, 
but had recovered.t ?Hezekiah was very 
glad they came, and he showed them the 
house of his treasures—the oil of myrrh, 
the fragrant incense, the ointment, the sil- 
ver and the gold—and all the treasure 
houses with their vessels, and everything 


37:36-38 The Angel of the Lord steps in. God will utterly annihilate the enemy without a weapon, and 


‘1-6 At the time of his physical affliction, Hezekiah had also become afflicted with pride (see 


ee 26). By telling him of his imminent death, the Lord revealed Himself to Hezekiah, who wept 


Neal 
Ming and another fifteen years of life. 
But i 
light 
16, 17 


39.4 ‘| 
fore gp Hezekiah put his entire nation at risk by parading all:the treasures and wealth o 


e foreign king. 


a 


He humbled himself and prayed, and immediately, 


Isaiah was given a new word for the king: 


' 8 This miracle of the sun moving back... ten steps is a sign for Hezekiah of God's faithfulness. 
Ar prefigures Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. He will turn shadow into day and darkness into 
; aithe turning back of the human heart from death to life is His greatest miracle of all (see 


f his house be: 


hi i] 
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found among his treasures. There was 
nothing in his house he did not show them. 
‘Then Isaiah the prophet went to King 
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these 
men say, and from where did they come to 
you?” So Hezekiah said, “They came to me 
from a far country, from Babylon.” *Then 
he said, “What did they see in your house?” 
So Hezekiah answered, “They saw every- 
thing in my house; there is nothing in my 
house they did not see, even among my 
treasures.” "Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
“Hear the word of the Lord of hosts:t 
6‘Behold, the days are coming, says the 
Lord, ‘when everything in your house and 


everything your fathers accumulated until | 


this day shall be carried to Babylon; noth- 
ing shall be left. ’God aiso said they shall 
take away some of your sons whom you 
begot, and make them. eunuchs in the 
palace of, the king of Babylon.” 8So 
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The Lord’s word 
you spoke is good. Let there indeed be 
peace and righteousness in my days.” 
“Comfort, ves, comfort My people,’ 


4 says God:* “O priests, speak to the 
heart of Jerusalem, comfort her, for her hu- 


miliation is ended, her sin is pardoned; for | 
| likeness will you compare Him? "Has the 


workman made an image, or has the gold- 


she received from the Lord’s hand double 
for her sins.” The voice of one crying in the 


wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; | 


make straight the paths of our God.t 4Every 
valley shall be filled, and every mountain 
and hill humbled; the crooked places shall 
be made straight, and the rough places into 
plains. "The glory of the Lord shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God: for the Lord has spoken.” “The 
voice said, “Cry out.” So I said, “What shall 
I cry?” “All flesh is grass, and all man’s 
glory is like the flower of the field, ‘The 
grass withers, the flower fades, ®but the 
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word of our God abides forever’ 90 yoy 
who bring good tidings to Zion, go into the 
high mountain; O you who bring good tid- 
ings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with 
strength; lift it up, be not afraid. Say to the 
cities of Judah, “Behold your God.”t 
\0Behold, the Lord is coming with strength, 


-and His arm is with authority. Behold, His 


reward is with Him, and His work before 
Him.t He will feed His flock like a shep- 
herd and gather the lambs with His arm; 


and He will comfort those with young.t 


\2Who measured the water in His hand, 
and heaven with a span, and all the earth 
with a handful? Who weighed the moun- 
tains in scales and the vales in a balance? 


-13Who knows the Lord’s mind, and who 


was His counselor; who advises Him? '*Or 
with whom does He take counsel, who in- 
structs Him, and who teaches Him judg- 
ment and shows Him the way of under- 
standing? 15The nations are as a drop ina 
bucket and are counted as the balance of a 
scale: and they are counted as spittle. 
16] ebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor its 
four-footed animals sufficient for a whole 
burnt offering. !7All nations are as nothing 
and are counted as nothing. !8To whom 
then will you liken the Lord, and to what 


smith overspread it with gold, gilding it, 
making a likeness of Him? 2°For the work- 
man chooses wood that will not rot, and 
skillfully seeks to prepare a carved image 
that will not totter. 2!Will you not know? 
Will you not hear? Has it not been told you 
from the beginning? Do you not know the 
foundations of the earth? 22It is He who 
possesses the circle of the earth, and its in- 
habitants are like grasshoppers. It is He 
who stretches out heaven like a vault, and 
spreads them out like a tent to dwell in! 


39:5-8 Showing no apparent concern for his people and their posterity, King Hezekiah seems 
concerned only for peace and righteousness during his own times. 
40:1, 2 God raises up priests to comfort and strengthen the people, whose hearts are weighed down 


by sin, which is pardoned. 


40:3-5 This passage is a prophecy of John the Baptist, who will be the voice proclaiming the coming of 
salvation through baptism into Christ our God (see Jn 1:23). 

40:9 You who bring good tidings prophesies the preaching of Christ and His Apostles. | 
40:10 This prophecy is fulfilled in Christ; “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works" (Mt 16:27). 

40:11 Christ's own words bear witness to the fulfillment of this prophecy in Himself: “| am the good 
shepherd; and | know my sheep, and am known by My own" (Jn 10:14), 

40:22 Over 2000 years before science proclaimed the earth was round and revolved around the sun, 


Isaiah spoke of the circle of the earth, 
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nye makes the rulers He establishes to 
ale t0 he as nothing; He makes the earth 

nothing. *4Scarcely shall they be 
planted, scarcely shall they be sown; 
scarcely shall their stock take root in the 
arth; when He shall also blow on them 
ad they will wither, and the whirlwind will 
ake them away like stubble. “Now then, 
sxalted?” says the Holy One. “Lift up your 
ayes on high, and see. Who displayed these 
hings? He who brings forth their host by 
number; He who calls them all by name. 
from the greatness of His glory to the 
srength of His might, nothing escapes Your 
notice. 

"For why do you say, O Jacob, and 
speak, O Israel, saying, “My way is hidden 
fom God, and my God took away my judg- 
ment and departed”? “8So then, have you 
not known? Have you not heard? The ever- 
lasting God, the God who created the ends 
of the earth, neither kiungers nor is weary. 
His understanding is unsearchable. 29He 
gives strength to the hungry, and sorrow to 
those who do not grieve. ““Even the youths 


shall faint and be weary, and the elect shall 
be without strength. But those who wait 


on God shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 


and not hunger. 
4] “Be renewed before Me, O coast- 
4 lands, for the rulers will gain their 
‘ength. Let them come near and speak to- 
eether, then let them declare judgment. 
oi raised up righteousness from the 
“at and called it to his feet, that it should 
forth? He will establish it before the 
heres and amaze kings. He shall bury 
lhe pvOrdS in the earth and cast away 
it bows as sticks.t 3He will pursue them, 
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p whom will you liken Me, that I should be | 
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and the way of His feet will pass through in 
peace. ‘Who worked and performed these 
things? He called righteousness, He who 
calls it from generations of old. I, God, am 
the first, and into the future I Am.t ‘The 
Gentiles saw His righteousness and feared. 


| The ends of the earth drew near and came 


together,t Seach one judging for his neigh- 
bor, that he might help his brother. One will 
say, “The craftsman is strong, as is the 
metalworker who strikes with the hammer 


-and forges at the same time.’ Sometimes 
one will say, ‘It is put together well, and 


they fastened it with nails. They arranged 
them, and they shall not be moved.’ 

’“But you, O Israel, are My servant, and 
Jacob, whom I chose, the seed of Abraham, 
whom I loved.t 9I took you from the ends of 
the earth, and called you from its height. I 
said to you, ‘You are My servant. I chose 


you, and have not forsaken you. !Fear not, 


for I am with you. Do not go astray, for I am 
your God who strengthens you; and I will 
help and secure you with My righteous 
right hand,’ ''Behold, all your adversaries 
shall be put to shame and disgraced. For 
they shall be as though they did not exist, 
and all who oppose you shall perish. !2You 
shall seek but not find the men who rage 
against you, for those who war against you 
shall be as though they did not exist. !3For I 
am your God who holds your right hand, 
saying to you, ‘Fear not’ 4O Jacob, O Is- 
rael, few in number, I will help you, and I 
will redeem you, O Israel,” says God.t 
1s“Behold, | will make you like new saw- 
Shaped threshing wheels of a wagon, and 
you shall thresh the mountains and beat 
the hills to powder, and make them like 


chaff. “You shall crush them, and the wind 


shall carry them away; and the whirlwind 
will scatter them; but you shall be glad 
among the saints, O Israel. "The poor and 





Mga, | : 
? A This is a messianic prophecy, but it also may refer to Cyrus of Persia, who will conquer Babylon 
3 6C, allowing the captive Jews to return and rebuild the temple. Cyrus is named in 44:28 and 45:1. 


traditi 


Am, repeated twenty-seven times in chs. 41-49, means “| am the existing One.“ This phrase is 


of Nally written in Greek in Christ’s halo on Orthodox icons (OQN). This is how the Son and Word 


"i ‘evealed Himself to Moses (Ex 3:14). 


occa” | Am becomes incarnate in Christ, the Gentiles will recognize the truth, and they shall not 
bi ved. The Church'will be put together well, for “unless the Lord builds the house, / Those who 
T: 


4 A Or in vain” (Ps 126:1), 


ile, by IS prophecy will be fulfilled not only at the fall of Babylon and the return of the Jews from 
tion. “t also through the Apostles and the Church, which will prevail against every type of persecu- 


eve r Tran), few in number: This also looks ahead to the Church, established at Pentecost with just- 
OStles. | | 
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needy shall rejoice exceedingly, for when 
they shall seek water, but there is none, and 
their tongues are parched with thirst, I, the 
Lord God, will hear them; I, the God of Is- 
rael, will not forsake them. !8But I will open 
rivers in the mountain and fountains in the 
midst of the plains. I will make the desert 
into marsh-meadows, and the dry land into 


aqueducts. !°f will plant the cedar, the box- | 


tree, the myrtle, the cypress, and the white 
poplar in the waterless ground, 2°so they 
may see, Know, consider, and understand 
together that the Lord’s hand did all these 
things; and the Holy One of Israel created 
them.t 


-1“Your judgment. draws near,” says the | 


Lord God. “Your counseis draw near,” says 
the King of Jacob. “Let them draw near, 
and tell you what will happen; or tell you 
about the former things, what they. were; 


Know them, and know what- are the. last 


things; and tell us about the future. 23De- | 


clare to us things coming at the end of time, 
and we will know you.are gods. Do good 
and evil, and we shal! marve?! and ‘see it to- 
gether. 24Where do-you come from? Where 
does your work come from? They chose 
you, an abomination: out of the earth. 2°] 
raised up one from the north and from the 
rising of the sun, and they shall be called 
by My name. Let the rulers come, and you 
will be trampled down, as potter’s clay and 
as a potter tramples down the clay. 2°For 
who will declare the things from the begin- 


ning, that we may also know the former 


things and say they are true? There is no 
one who foretells or hears your words, ~I 


comfort Jerusalem in the way. 28For I 
looked, and there was no one from the na- 


tions or from their idols to declare it to me. 


If I should ask them where they are from, 
they would not answer me. 2°For they are 


the ones who made you, so you think, and. 


in vain they are leading you astray. © 
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4 7 “Jacob is My Servant; I will help 
4/ Him. Israel is My chosen; My soul 
accepts Him. I put My Spirit upon Him; He 
will bring forth judgment to the Gentiles 
’He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor 
cause His voice to be heard outside. 3A 


bruised reed He will not break, and smok- 


ing flax He will not quench; but He wij 
bring forth judgment in truth. 4He will 
shine forth and not be broken until He es. 
tablishes judgment in the earth; and in his 
name the Gentiles will hope.” *Thus says 
the Lord God, who made heaven and es- 
tablished it, who made firm the earth and 
the things in it, and who gives breath to the 
people in it, and spirit to those who walk 
on it: &“I, the Lord God, called You in righ- 
teousness, and will hold Your hand. I will 
strengthen You, and give You as the 
covenant of a race, as the light of the 


» | Gentiles, "to open the eyes of the blind, to 
and we Shall be, able to understand and | 


bring out prisoners who are bound, and 
those who sit in darkness from the prison 
house. 8 am the Lord God; this is My name. 
I will not give My glory to another, nor My 
praise to carved images.t Behold, things 
from of old came to pass, and new things | 
will declare. Before they spring forth, I will 
tell you of them.” 
\0Sing to the Lord a new song, you His 
realm. Glorify His name from the ends of 
the earth, you who go down to the sea and 
sail on it, you coastlands and you who If 
habit them.t Be glad, O desert and its vil- 


lages, the homesteads and those inhabiting 


Kedar. Those who dwell in Petra shall be 
glad; they shall shout from the tops of the 
mountains. They will give glory to G0 
and declare His virtues in the coastlands. 


, Eh 1 G0 powers shall go fort 
will give Zion the power to rule, and I shall | The Lord God. of- powe 


and crush war. He shall stir up His en 
and cry out against His enemies Mi 
strength.t MI held My peace, and I will n0 
always be silent and restrain Myself. Nos : 
will be steadfast, like a woman in laho" i 
shall amaze and dry up together. “l fe 
make the rivers into coastlands and on $ 
marsh-meadows. !6I will bring the blind © 


41:20 The Lord’s hand (or “arm") is Christ Himself (see 26:11; 52:10; 53:1; 59:1; 66:1, 2). l ithe 
42:1 | put My Spirit upon Him mentions all three Persons of the Holy Trinity, “I” and “My” speak © 


Father; “Him” is the Son; “Spirit” is the Holy Spirit. 


42:8 Christ does not share His glory with another, whether it be carved images or people who take 
personal credit for things God has done. (| | | ji 
42:10-12 In Christ, the glorified Church will sing... a new song (see Rev 5:9). me. 
42:13-17 This passage prophesies Christ's mighty acts of vengeance against His enemies at the Judge 
ment. He will turn darkness into light (v. 16) for the faithful. ae 
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„way they did not know, and will cause 
hem tO tread paths they have not known. I 
yill turn darkness into light for them, and 
jake crooked places straight. These things 
j will do for them, and not forsake them. 
put they turned back. You be greatly 
ashamed who trust in carved images, who 
say to the molded images, “You are our 





hbd 


ods. , 
: isHear, you deaf; and look up, you blind, | 


that you may see. !9Who is blind but My 
servants, or deaf but those who rule over 
them? The servants of God are blind: 2°You 
often see, but do not take heed. Your ears 
were opened, but you do not listen. 2!The 
Lord God wished to show His righteous- 
ness and to magnify His praise. 22But I saw 
the people robbed and plundered, for there 
was a Snare in the secret chambers every- 
where, and in the houses at the same time, 
where they hid them. They’ became as 
plunder, and there: was no one to rescue 
the prey, and no one who said; “Restore 
them.” “Who among you will give: ear to 
these things? Who will listen and- hear 
what is coming? 24Who ‘gave Jacob for 
plunder, and Israel to those who: plunder 
him? Was it not God,-against whom they 
sinned? For they would not walk in His 
ways nor heed, His law. 2°So He brought 
upon them the fury of His wrath, and war 
overpowered them. They set them on fire 
all around, yet none of them knew or took 
itto heart.t 


4 And now, thus says the Lord God 
who made you, O Jacob, and who 
ped you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I re- 
emed you, I called you by your name, for 
ou are Mine.t 21f you pass through water, I 
flo with you; and the rivers shall not over- 


W you. If you pass through fire, you shall | 


p! be burned up, nor shall the flame con- 
© You. 3For | am the Lord your God, the 

Y One of Israel, who saves you. I made 
ce and Ethiopia your ransom and gave 
tious on your behalf. Since you were pre- 
andj MY sight, you became glorious, 
` Ove you, I will give many men for you 
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ro | 
43.4 /€d the temple in ap 70. 
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and rulers to lead you. °Fear not, for I am 
with you; I will bring your seed from the 
east, and gather you from the west.t €I will 
say to the north, ‘Bring them,’ and to the 
south, ‘Do not keep them back. Bring My 
sons from afar and My daughters from the 
ends of the earth—everyone called by My 
name.’ ‘For in my glory I prepared him, and 
formed and made him. ®I brought forth the 
blind people, and their eyes are alike blind, 
and their ears deaf.” %All the nations are 
gathered together, and the rulers shall be 
assembled from among them. Who will de- 
clare these things or tell us things from the 
beginning? Let them bring forth their wit- 
nesses, and be proven right; and let them 
speak ‘the truth. “You are My witnesses, 
and I am a witness,” says the Lord God, 
“and My Servant whom I chose, that you 
may know and believe, and understand 
that | am He. Before Me there was no other 
God, nor- shall there be after Me. !I am 
God, and besides Me there is no one who 
saves. 4] proclaimed, and I saved. I de- 
nounced foreign gods so there were none 
among you. You are My witnesses, and I am 


-a witness,” says the Lord God. “Even from 


the beginning, there is no one who can de- 
liver out of My hands; I will work, and who 
will reverse it?” vals 4 

l4Thus says the Lord God who redeems 
you, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sake 
I will send to Babylon and arouse all who 
flee, and the Chaldeans shall be bound in 
ships. !°l.am the Lord God, your Holy One, 
who made known your King, O Israel” 
l6Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in 
the sea and a path in the mighty water, 
who brings forth chariot and horse, and a 


mighty host. But they fell asleep; and shall 


not arise. They are extinguished, like a 
quenched lamp-wick: 18“Do not remember 
the former things, nor reason about the 
things of old. Behold, I will do new things, 
which shall now spring forth, and you shall 
know them; and | will make a road in the 
desert and rivers in the waterless places. 


“The wild animals of the field will bless 


Me, the sirens and the daughters of 


2 — : F ; ; 7 . 
i Fire all around: This prophecy was fulfilled historically when the Romans sacked Jerusalem and 


Spirit athe Lord names His people you are Mine because He, together with His Father and the Holy 
9 sin nied man and will assume human nature, Christ will pass through every affliction with us: tak- 
43 Uffering, and death on Himself; overthrowing our adversaries; and offering us His salvation. 


to bea God will gather His Church from all nations 


Itness to all mankind (Jn 8:18). 


, Christ is the Servant (v. 10), chosen by the Father — 
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sparrows, because I gave water in the 
wilderness and rivers in the waterless 
place, to give drink to My race, My chosen, 
21My people whom I preserved to declare 
My virtues. 221 have not called on you now, 
O Jacob, neither have I made you grow 
weary, O Israel. 22You have not brought Me 
sheep for your whole burnt offerings, nel- 
ther have you glorified Me with your sacri- 
fices; nor have I wearied you with frankin- 
cense. 24Neither have you purchased sweet 
incense for Me with money, nor have I de- 
sired the fat of your sacrifices; but I set 
before you your sins and wrongdoings. 29] , 
even I, am He who blots out your lawless- 
ness. and I will not remember them. 46But 
remember, and let us judge; teil your law- 
less first, that you may De made righteous. 
27TYour fathers first, and their rulers after 
them, acted lawlessly against Me, Your 
rulers defiled My holy things: thus J gave 
Jacob to destruction. and Israel for re- 


proach.” 
4 | Yet hear now, © Jacob My servant, 
and Israel, whom I chose. “Thus 
says the Lord God who made you, and 
formed you from the womb: “You will yet 
be helped; fear not, Jacob My servant, and 
Israel, My beloved, whom I chose. 3For I 
will give water to the thirsty who walk ina 
waterless place. I will put My Spirit upon 


your seed and My blessings upon your chil- | 
in the | 


dren. 4They will spring up like grass 
midst of the water and like willows by the 
flowing water. °One will say, ‘I am God's,’ 
and will call himself by the name of Jacob. 
Another will write, ‘I am God’s,’ and call 
himself by the name of Israel.” 

6Thus says God, the King of Israel who 
delivers him, the God of hosts: “I am the 
first and the last; besides Me there is no 
God.t 7Who is just as 
stand, let him call and prepare for Me that 
from which I made man forever, and let 
them declare to you the things that are 
coming before they come.t Do not hide 
yourselves, Have you not paid attention 
from the beginning, and have I not de- 
clared it to you? You are My witnesses, if 





44:3 God promises to put My Spirit on Israel’ 
44:6 Christ declares in the Book of Revelation, 
End” (Rev 1:8). | 

44:7-17 St. Paul writes that 
God, making and worshiping 
like corruptible man—and birds 


idols, changing 


I am? Then let him | 
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there is a God besides Me? Indeed there 
was none. 2All who form and carve gods 
are useless, and they desire things which 
shall not profit them; but they will be 
ashamed. They all create a god and 
carve unprofitable things. ''All by whom 
they were made are withered, and let all 
the deaf among men be gathered together. 
Let them stand together, and be ashamed 
and dishonored together. For the crafts- 
man sharpens his iron tool, and fashions 
the idol with his axe, and pierces it with 
the awl. He works it with the strength of 
his arm, and will hunger and grow weak, 
and will not drink water. !*The craftsman 
selects his wood and stretches out his 
rule, and fits it with glue. He makes it like 
the form of a man and according to the 
bloom of youth, to set it up in the house. 
i4The wood he cut from the forest which 
the Lord planted, and the rain made it 
grow; lso as to be for men to burn and to 
take some of it to warm himself. They kin- 


‘dle it, and bake bread for themselves; but 





he works into gods what 1s left and wor- 
ships them. !®They burn half of it in the 


fire, and with the other half they bake 


bread for themselves. They roast meat on 
it, eat and are satisfied. He even warms 
himself and says, ‘I am comfortable, be- 
cause I am warm, and have seen the fire. 
17And the rest of it he makes into a carved 
god, and worships it and prays to it, and 
says, ‘Deliver me, for you are my god. 
18They do not know how to discern be- 
cause they shut their eyes, SO as not to see 


with their eyes or understand with their 


heart. 9No one considered in his heart, 
neither pondered in his soul, nor knew 1n 
his discernment, that he burned half of it 
in the fire, baked bread on its coals, 
roasted meat and ate, and then made the 
rest of it an abomination; and they wor- 
ship it. 2°Know this: their heart is ashes: 


‘they go astray, and no one can deliver his 


soul. See, you will not say, ‘There is â lie 


in my right hand.’ 

21“Remember these things, O Jacob and 
Israel, for you are My servant; l formed you 
to be My servant; therefore, you, O Israel; 





s seed, the Apostles, at Pentecost (see Acts 2:17). | 
“am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 


God has declared Himself since creation. But men hide themselves from 
“the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made” 
and four-footed animals and creeping things” (Rom 1:22, 23). 
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not forget Me.t “For behold, I blotted 
out your lawlessness like a cloud and your 
jns like darkness. Return to Me, and I will 
redeem you. **Be glad, O heavens, for the 
pord had mercy on Israel. Sound the trum- 
et, you foundations of the earth; shout 
with gladness, you mountains and hills and 
every tree on them. For God redeemed Ja- 
cob, and Israel will be glorified.” 

“Thus says the Lord, who redeems you 
and forms you from the womb: “I am the 
Lord, who accomplishes all things, who 
alone stretched out the heavens and estab- 
lished the earth. 2?Who ‘else will scatter 
abroad the sign of ventriloquists and the 
divinations from their heart, turning their 
shrewd men backward and making their 


counsel foolishness? 26Who else establishes 
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| Shall be dried up, and I 
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| Mt den, What are you making: The lesson here is clear; like clay which is molded by the potter, we do 
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lame: | 
hot kn 


the word of His servant, proving the coun- 
sel of His messengers to be true? Who else 


says to Jerusalem, “You shail beinhabited, | 
and to the cities of Judah, ‘You shail be | 


built, and the desert places shal spring 
forth’? Who else says to the deep, “You 
nvers’? 28Who else tells Cyrus to be wise: 
and do all My will; and says to Jerusalem, 
You will be built, and I shall lav the foun- 


| dation of My holy house’?”t 


4 Thus says the Lord God to Cyrus, 
hold that nations might be obedient before 
“i, and I will break the strength of kings: 
will open doors before him, and the cities 
vill not be closed.t 2“ will go before you 
and level mountains; I will break in pieces 
the gates of bronze and shatter the bars of 
“on. 4I will give you the treasures of dark- 
nd I shall open unseen secret things 
YOu, SO you may know I, the Lord God, 
» Call you by your name, am the God of 
or Jacob My servant’s sake, and 
ty elect, I will call you by your 
Will accept you, though you have 
Own Me, 5For I am the Lord God. 
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My anointed, whose right hand I- 
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There is no God besides Me, and you have 


not known Me. ®] will call you by name and 
accept you, so those who come from the 
east and the west may know there is none 
besides Me. I am the Lord God, and there is 
no other.t 7l am He who prepared light and 
made darkness, who makes peace and cre- 
ates troublesome things. I am the Lord God 
who does all these things. 8Let heaven 
above be glad, and let the clouds sprinkle 
righteousness. Let the earth bring forth 
mercy and righteousness together. I am the 
Lord who created you. 

“As the clay of a potter, what better 
thing have I created? Will the one plowing 
plow all day? Shall the clay say to the pot- 
ter who forms it, ‘What are you making, for 
you neither work nor have hands?’t As 
though one should say to his father, ‘What 
will you beget?’ Or to his mother, ‘What 
will you bring forth?’ ” Thus says the Lord 
God, the Holy One of Israel, who made the 
things that are to come: “Ask Me concern- 
ing My sons and daughters; and command 


will dry up ‘your | Me concerning the works of My hands. !2] 


made the earth and mankind upon it: With 
My hand I established heaven and com- 
manded all the stars. 3I raised him up to be 
a king with righteousness, and all his ways 
are right. He shall build My city and return 
the captivity of My people, not with ran- 
soms or gifts,” says the Lord of hosts. 
t*Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Egypt la- 
bored for you, and the merchandise of the 
Ethiopians and of the Sabeans, men of 


Stature, shall pass over to you. They shall 
be your servants and follow behind you, 


bound with handcuffs. They shall bow 
down and make supplication to you, be- 
cause God is with you; and they shall say, 
‘There is no God besides You. 5For You are 
God, the God of Israel, the Savior, yet we 
knew it not. !6All who oppose him shall be 
ashamed and disgraced and shall walk in 
shame. Be restored to Me, O coastlands. 
Israel is saved by the Lord with an 


: (21-23 Here again is the message of salvation: God formed man in His own image, but we strayed — 
| You, Christ blotted out our sins, that we might 


return to Him. His promise to us is, | will redeem 
ao d thus we, His people, will be glorified. | 

Around 539 gc, Cyrus will conquer Babylon and send the Jews back to Jerusalem, where they will 
od's holy house, the temple. - 


45, Cyrus's work will be temporary; Christ's will be eternal. | 


"ist Himself echoes this promise in His High Priestly Prayer: “And this is eternal life, that they 
W You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (Jn 17:3). | 


an accounting from our Creator. - 


ISAIAH 45:18 
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everlasting salvation. They will not be 
ashamed or disgraced forever.” 

'SFor thus says the Lord, who made 
heaven—this is the God who formed the 
earth and made it. He established it, and 
did not: make it in vain, but formed it to be 





inhabited—“I Am, and there is no other. !°I | 


have not spoken in secret, nor in a dark 
place of the earth. I did not say to the seed 
of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in vain’ I Am, Lam the 
Lord who speaks righteousness and de- 
clares the truth. “Assemble yourselves and 
come. Take counsel together, you. who are 
saved from among the nations. Those who 
set up the wood of their carved'image have 
no knowledge, and pray to gods who do not 
save. “if they, will declare, let them: draw 
near, so as to know together who caused 
these things *o-be heard: from the begin- 
ning. At that tims if was told you, i am 
God, and thers is no otrer pesides Me; 
there'is no righteous God and Savior in.ad- 
dition to Me,’ 22Return to Ms and- you shall 
be saved, you who. are from ihe ends of the 
earth. For I am Ged, and ‘here is no other. 
23] swore by: Myself righteousness will 
truly proceed from my meuth: My words 
shall not be turned away, that to Mie every. 
knee shall bow, and every tongue shall con- 
fess to God. “saying, Righteousness and 
glory shall come to Him, and all who sepa- 
rate themselves from Him shall be put, to 
shame.’ 25All the seed of the children of Ís- 
rael shall be made righteous by the Lord, 


and glorified in God.’t 
A Bel bowed down; Dagon is crushed; 
their carved stones are for the wild 
animals and cattle. Take them bound as a 
burden to the weary, 2to the hungry, the ex- 
hausted and those who have no strength to- 
gether, who shall not be able to save them- 
selves from war, but who themselves are 
led away as captives. i 
3“Listen to Me, O house of Jacob and all 
the remnant of Israel, both those taken 
from the womb and those instructed from 
childhood,t 4even to your old age: | Am, 


45:25 The children are the blood descendants of Israel, but the apostles and the Church are their seed. 









you; I made you and will forgive you. I will 
take you up and save you. °Io whom will 
you liken Me? Look what you contrived, 
you who went astray. “Those who con- 


| tribute gold from a purse and silver on a 


scale, and count them out by weight, and 
who hire a goldsmith, they make things 
with their hands, and bowing down, they 
worship them. 7They bear it on their shoul- 
ders and go; and if they set it somewhere, it 
remains there and never moves. Though 
one cries out to it, yet it cannot answer, nor 
save him from his troubles. *Remember 
these things and groan. Repent, you who go 
astray; return in your heart. 9Remember 
the former things of old, for I am God, and 
there is no other besides Me, !°declaring 


beforehand: the latter events before they 


come to pass and are accomplished to- 
eether. I say, ‘All My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do whatever I will to do,t !'calling 
a bird from the east and from a land afar 


| off. For what I purpose to do, I speak and 


bring it about, and create and do it. Thus I 
brought him and proposed his way. !2Listen 
to Me, you stubborn-hearted who are far 
from righteousness. !3I bring My righteous- 
ness near, and My salvation shall not delay. 
I give salvation in Zion and to Israel for 


| glory. 


47 


“Come down and sit on the ground, 
O virgin daughter of Babylon; enter 
the darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans, 
for you shall be prosperous no more, SO as 
to be called comfortable and luxurious." 
2Take a millstone and grind meal. Remove 


| your veil, show your gray hair, uncover the 


shins, and pass through the rivers. °Your 
shame will be uncovered, and your dis- 
grace will be seen. I will take your standard 
of living from you, and no longer deliver 
people to you. ‘He who delivers you has 
spoken; the Lord of hosts is His name, the 
Holy One of Israel. 5Sit down, you who are 
pierced to the heart; enter into darkness, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans; for you shall 





it is the seed who shall be made righteous and glorified. Interestingly, the Masoretic Text omits the 


phrase “the seed of.” 


46:3, 4 An encouraging promise to believers in old age, reminiscent of Ps 70:17, 18. 
46:10 There is. no greater prayer than “Thy will be done," for God does all things for our good. | 


(Rom 8:28), and His counsel (or will) shall stand, 


47:1 The virgin daughter of Babylon is an image of a nice person without God: comfortable and ur? 


perous on the outside, empty on the inside, and full of shame. 
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faned My inheritance; I gave them into 
aut hand. You showed them no mercy; you 
ajd your yoke very heavy on the elderly. 


you said, ‘I shall be a princess forever, but 
you did not understand these things in your 


heart, nor remember the latter end. 
stherefore hear this now, you who are 


given to pleasures, who sit in confidence, 


who says in her heart, ‘I am, and there is no 


other; I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall | | 


know bereavement. "But now these two 
things shall come upon you in a moment, in 


one day: widowhood and the loss of chil- | 


dren. They shall come upon you in a mo- 


ment because of your sorcery, the great | 


abundance of your enchanters, Vand your 
hope of evil. For you said, ‘I am, and there 
isno other.’ Know that. your understanding 
oi these things and your fornication will be 
your shame, for you said in your heart, ‘I 
am, and there is no other.’ '! Therefore de- 
situction shall come. upen you. and you 


shall not know the pit into which you will | 


fall. Trouble shall come upon yeu, and you 
will be unable to be clear of it. Destruction 
shall come upon you suddenly, but you will 
not know it. !2Stand now with your en- 














nes which you learned from your youth, 


ae wearied in your counsels. Let the as- 
Ologers, the stargazers, and the monthly 
dOgnosticators stand up and save you 
wm What shall come upon you. “Behold, 
dll these Shall be burned like sticks in a 
) li and they shall not deliver their soul 
ym the flame. For you have coals of fire to 
On, and these shall be your help. “You 
sd Weary in your traffic from youth, and 
ach man led himself astray, but there shall 
70 salvation for you. 


_ar€ called by the name of Israel and 
the ne me forth from Judah, who swear by 
ame of the Lord God of Israel, mention- 





Ca 


mur 
Bos N er to be Christians in name only. 
h, 5| 


~ onger be called the strength of a king- | 
A ô was provoked at My people; you 


thantments and the multitude of your sor- | 


you will be able to profit from this. !2You | 


48 Hear this, O house of Jacob, who | 


rch , NOt lay claim to a'true inheritance of truth or righteousness. This is also a warning to the . 
ney | | 





ISAIAH 48:16 


my glorious acts, so as not to utterly destroy 
you. “Behold, I sold you, but not for silver; 
and I delivered you from the furnace of 
poverty. ''For My own sake, I will do this for 
you, because My name is profaned; and I 
will not give My glory to another. !2Listen. to 
Me, O Jacob and Israel, whom I call: lam the 
first, and I am forever. 8My hand also laid 
the foundation of the earth. and My right 


hand established heaven. I shall call them, 


and they will stand together. AJl shall be 
gathered and hear: Who declared these 
things to them? Because | love you, I did 
your Will against Babylon, to Slay the seed of 
the Chaldeans. | have spoken, I have called 
him, I have brought him, and made his way 
prosper. '©Come near to Me, hear this: | 
have not spoken in secret from the begin- 
ning, nor did I speak in a dark place of the 
earth. When it took place, I was there, and 
now the Lord and His Spirit have sent Me."t 


4, Waar peated | irekdil 
priya The People, called by the name of Israel, “having a form of godliness but denying its power” 


| ge only did God make jt well known the people must not worship idols, He also warned the peo- 
P “st blaming the idols when things went wrong, saying, My idols did them. | 
ave spoken; In Christ, the Word is made man. Ra: 
| hich th € Lord and His Spirit have sent Me: A reference to all three Persons of the Holy Trinity, in 
e Son reaffirms the prophecy made in 9:5, naming Him “the Angel of Great Counsel." 
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Holy One of Israel: “I am your God, who 
showed you how to find the way wherein 
you should walk.t !8If only you had heeded 
My commandments, then your peace would 
be like a river, and your righteousness as a 
wave of the sea. '9Your seed would also be 


like the sand, and the offspring of your. 


womb like the dust of the ground. Neither 
would you be utterly destroyed now, nor 
would your name perish before Me.” 


20Go forth from Babylon, you who are | 


fleeing from the Chaldeans. Proclaim a 
voice of gladness and let it become well 
known. Proclaim it to the end of the earth; 
and say, “The Lord delivered His servant 
Jacob.” 24If they- shail thirst, He will lead 
them through the desert, and water shall 
flow from ihe rock for them: He will split 
the rock, the water shail fow, and My peo- 
ple will drink. “There is no. rejoicing,” 
says the Lord, “for the tngodiy” 


49 


“Listen to Me, © coastlands, and 
My name from My mother’s womb.’ *He 
made My mouth like a sharp sword, and 
hid Me under the shadow of His hand. He 


made Me as a chosen arrow and covered 
Me in His quiver.* *He said to me, ‘You are 


My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be | 


glorified.’t 4Then I said, ‘I have labored in 
vain and spent My strength for nothing. 
Therefore My judgment is from the Lord, 


and my labor is before My God.’ "Now thus | 
says the Lord—who formed Me from the | 


womb to be His Servant, and to bring Jacob 
and Israel back to Him (for I shall gather 
and glorify them before the Lord, and My 
God shall be My strength)— ®%indeed He 
says, ‘It is a great thing for You to be called 
My Servant, to establish the tribes of Jacob, 


m 


Thus says the Lord who delivers you, the 





e 


take heed, you Gentiles. Tt will stand | 
for a long time,” says the Lord. “He called | 








and to restore the dispersion of Israel, 
Behold, I give You as the covenant of a race 
and as the light of the Gentiles, that You 
should be the salvation to the ends of the 
earth?” 

7Thus says the Lord, who delivers You, 
the God of Israel: “Sanctify Him who de- 
spises His life, who is abhorred by the na- 
tions and by the servants of rulers. Kings 
shall see Him and rise, and rulers also shall 
worship Him for the Lord’s sake. For the 
Holy One of Israel is faithful, and He chose 
You.” 8Thus says the Lord: “In an accept- 
able time I heard You, and in the day of sal- 
vation I helped You. I give You as a covenant 
to the Gentiles, to establish the earth and to 
inherit the inheritance of the desert; say- 
ing to those in bonds, ‘Go forth, and to 
those in darkness, ‘Reveal yourselves.’ 
They shall feed along all their roads, and 
their pasture shall be along all the paths. 
10They shall not hunger, neither shall they 
thirst, nor shall the burning heat of the sun 
strike them; but He who has mercy on them 
will comfort them; and He shall lead them 
by the fountains of waters. !I will make 
every mountains as a road, and every path 


as a pasture for them. Behold, these come 
from afar, these from the north and these 


from the sea, and the others from the land 
of the Persians.” !3Be glad, O heavens, and 
rejoice exceedingly, O earth. Let the moun- 
tains break out in gladness, and the hills in 
righteousness. For the Lord had mercy on 
His people, and comforted the humble of 
His people. | 

l4But Zion said, “The Lord forsook me, 
and the Lord forgot me.” “Will a woman 
forget her child, so as not to have mercy on 
the offspring of her womb? But even if 4 
woman should forget these things, never 
theless, I shall not forget you,” says the 
Lord. !6“Behold, I painted your walls on MY 


48:17, 18 The way in which the people were called to walk is the law, God's commandments. To do 50 


brings peace . . . like a river. 


49:1 The promise of the coming of the Messiah will stand for a long time, until it is fulfilled when He © 
revealed from His mother’s womb in the Incarnation. For the angel Gabriel said to the Virgin, “You wi 
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS" (Lk 1:31), 

49:2 Christ will come, not to “bring peace, but a sword” (Mt 10:34). In some patristic writings, the cho- 
sen arrow is a metaphor for the divinity of Christ, and the quiver a metaphor for His humanity. 
49:3-6 In Christ's divinity, the Father will be glorified on earth (v. 3); and in Christ's humanity, those 
who are brought back to Him will be joined to Him and know His strength. In this way, creation will 


reconciled to God. 





~~ 





49:8-15 This passage is read on January 5, the Eve of the Feast of Theophany, 
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| it will be rebuilt quickly by your destroy- 
| ors, and those who laid you waste shall go 


| says the Lord, “you shall clothe yourselves 
_ with them, and put them on as a bride’s at- 
| sre. For your deserts and your ruined and 


| cause of the inhabitants; and those who 
| swallowed you up will go far away. 2°For 


| your ears, ‘The place is too narrow for me. 
| Make me a place where I may dwell.’ | 
| “Then you will Say in your heart, ‘Who has 
begotten these for me? For I am childless 
| anda widow, but who reared these for me? 
| Twas left alone, but these, where are they 
from?’ ” 


| hand to the Gentiles, and I will set up My 
| signal to the islands. They shal! bring your 
| sons in their bosom, and. your daughters 
| shall be carried on their shoulders. “Kings 


| queens your nursing mothers. They shall 
bow down to you upon the face of the 
| erth, and lick up the dust of your feet. 
| Then you will know I am the Lord, and you 


| Ifsomeone should take a mighty man cap- 


| about, and look on them. Behold, they 


Messed you will eat their own flesh and 
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ands, and you are continually before Me.t 








D (\ Thus says the Lord: “Of what qual- 

7 ity is your mother’s certificate of di- 
vorce, by which I put her away? Or to 
which debtor have I sold you? Behold, you 
are sold for your sins, and for your lawless- 
ness I put away your mother. 2Why, when I 
came, was there no man? Why, when 1I 
called, was there none to obey? Is My hand 
unable to deliver? Or have I no strength to 
deliver? Behold, with My rebuke I dry up 
the sea, and I turn rivers into deserts; and 
because there is no water, their fish dry up 
and die of thirst. 3I clothe heaven with 
darkness and make its covering like sack- 
cloth.” | 

“The Lord gives Me the tongue of the 
learned, so as to know when to speak a 
word at a fitting time; and He causes My 
ear to listen each morning.“ °The Lord's in- 
struction opens My ears, and I am not dis- 
obedient, nor do | contradict Him. 

“I gave My back to whips, and My 
cheeks to blows; and I turned not away My 
face from the shame of spitting.t 7The Lord 
became My helper; therefore, I was-not dis- 
graced. But I made My face like a solid rock 
and knew I would not be ashamed. 8For He 
who pronounces Me righteous draws near. 
Who is he who judges Me? Let him oppose 
Meat the same time. Who is he who judges 
Me? Let him come near Me. Behold, the 
Lord will help Me. Who will harm Me? Be- 
hold, all of you will grow old like a gar- 
ment, and old age will devour you, as a 
moth does a garment. 

“Who among you fears the Lord? Let 
him listen to the voice of His Servant. You 
who walk in darkness and have no light, 
trust in the name of the Lord and rely upon 
God. '!Behold, all of you kindle a fire and 
feed a flame, Walk in the light of your fire 
and the flame you kindled. This happened 
to you for My sake, and you shall lie down 
in sorrow. 





way from you. 'SLift up your eyes round 


gather together and come to you. As I live,” 


fallen places will now be too confined be- 


your children, whom you lost, will say in 





“Thus says the Lord: “Behoid: i lift My 


shall be your foster fathers, and their 


= rr 


will not be ashamed. 24Will someone take 
‘oils from a mighty man? If anyone 
should take someone captive unjustly, will | 
hat one be saved?” 25Thus says. the Lord: 


le, he will also take his spoils; and he will 

9 Save the one taken captive by that 
‘tong man. For I will plead your cause and 
deliver your children. Those who op- 


ink their own blood as new wine; and all 
ay shall perceive that I am the Lord, who | 
NA you and supports the strength of 





Beit ohonoa urhati.toltssece oud tsik rait ORG OR O Am 


| 16-18 The walls of the earthly Zion, the Jewish nation, will be laid... . waste, but the heavenly 


found, i Bride of Christ, will be rebuilt quickly by both Jewish and Gentile believers on Zion's desolate 
on, | | 

22 The Message of the cross will be set up as the signal of salvation. 
fferi The Word became flesh and gave Himself over to violent suffering so that He might take our 
iior and destroy it, This remarkably detailed prophecy was written over 700 years before the Cru- 
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tise This Passage is read on Holy Thursday and Holy Friday, the Thursday and Friday before Pascha — 
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ISAIAH SI: 
5 ] “Listen to Me, you who pursue 
righteousness and seek the Lord. 
Look to the solid rock which you hewed, 
and to the hole of the pit which you dug.t 
2Look to Abraham our father and to Sarah 
who bore you, for he was first, and I called 


and blessed him, and loved and multiplied | 
him. And now | will comfort you, O Zion, | 


and I comforted all her desert places; and | 
shall make her desert places like the 
Garden of the Lord. In it they shall find 
gladness and exceeding joy, and thanksgiv- 
ing and the voice of praise.t 4Listen to Me, 
listen, O My people and kings, give ear to 
Me, for law shall proceed from Me, and My 
judgment as the light of the Gentiles. 5My 
righteousness. draws near quickly, and 
My salvation will go forth as light, and the 
Gentiles ‘will hone in: My arm; and. the 
coastlands shall -wait for Me and: hope in 
My arm.t SLift up your eves to heaven, and 
look to the earth below, fer heaven is solid 
as smoke, and the earth will grow old like a 
garment; and the inhabitants of the earth 
shall die. as do these things. But My salva- 
tion shall be forever, and: My righteousness 
will not fail.t 7Listen to Me, My people: who 
know judgment; in whose héart is My law. 
Do not fear the reproach of men, nor be 
overcome by their contempt. $For as a gar- 


ment will be devoured by time, and as wool | 


will be devoured by a moth, so shall they be 
devoured. But My righteousness shall be 
forever, and My salvation from generation 
to generation.” 

9Awake, awake, O Jerusalem, and put on 
the strength of your arm. Awake as in the 
beginning of days, as in the generations of 
old. Are You not He who dried up the sea, 
the abundant water of the deep, and made 
the depths of the sea a road of passage for 


those who were delivered and redeemed? | 


ilFor with the Lord’s help, they shall return 
and come to Zion with gladness and ever- 
lasting joy; for exceeding Joy. Praise and 
gladness shall come on them, and pain, 





out of the tomb hewed from a rock. 
51:3-5 The prophecy of comfort for God's people 
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51:1, 2 The promise given to Abraham and Sarah will be fulfilled when the resurrected Christ bursts 





grief, and sighing shall depart from them. 
127 Am, I am the Lord who comforts you, 





Know who it is you feared, for you were 


fearful of mortal man and the son of man, 
those who wither like grass.t '*You forgot 
the God who made you, who made heaven 
and laid the foundations of the earth, but all 
your days you feared the angry face of him 
who oppressed you. For he plotted to take 
you away, but now where is the anger of him 
who oppressed you? !4For when you are 
saved, he will not stand still nor tarry. For | 
am your God who troubles the sea and 
causes the waves to roar. The Lord of hosts 
is My name. 16] will put My words in your 
mouth. and protect you under the shadow of 
My hand, with which I established heaven, 
and laid the foundation of the earth. I will 
say to Zion, ‘You are My. people.’ 

lI7Awake, awake, rise up, O Jerusalem, 
who drank the cup of anger from the Lord's 
hand, for you drank the cup of destruction, 
the drinking-vessel of My anger, and emp- 
tied it out.t !8There was no one to comfort 
you from all the children you bore, and 


| there was no one to take hold of your hand, 


not even from among all the children you 
reared. !8These two things are against you. 
Who will sympathize with you in your 


grief? Misfortune and affliction, famine 


and sword! Who will comfort you? -Your 
sons are at a loss, and they lie asleep at the 
end of every street like a half-boiled beet, 
full of the Lord’s anger and forsaken be- 
cause of the Lord God. 2!Therefore listen, 
you who are humbled and drunk, but not 
from wine. 22Thus says the Lord God who 
judges His people: “Behold, I took the cup 
of destruction, the cup of My anger, from 
your hand, and it shall no longer be im- 
posed on you to drink from it. T will put it 
into the hands of those who wronged and 
humbled you, those who said to your soul, 
‘Bow down as we pass by.’ So you put your 
back parallel with the ground to those who 
passed by.” 





promises that salvation will go forth from God — 


through His Incarnate Son, who is the Messiah of Israel and the light of the Gentiles. | 


51:5 Christ is often referred to in Scripture as the arm of the Father. 
51:6-8 This promise is echoed in Christ's teaching found in Mt 24:35: “Heaven and earth will pass away: 


but My words will by no means pass away.” 


51:12-16 The people are fearful of mortal man, but forgot the God who made them. 
51:17-23 Christ said, “| did not come to judge the world but to save the world” (Jn 12:47), God judges 
sin and shows mercy to those who repent. The cup of destruction is God's chastisement. 
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z wake, awake, O Zion; put on your 
strength, O Zion, and put on your 
ory, O Jerusalem, the holy city. The uncir- 
~ymcised and the unclean shall no longer 





ihe dust and rise up. Sit down, O Jerusalem; 
ut off the band from your neck, O captive 
jaughter of Zion. “For thus says the ‘Lord: 
‘you were sold for nothing, and you shall 


ye redeemed without money.”t 4Thus says | 
the Lord: “My people went down.to Egypt | 


in former times to sojourn there, and they 
were taken to the Assyrians by force.” 5So 
now, why are you'here? The Lord says this: 
‘Because My people were taken for noth- 
ing, marvel and lament.” The Lord says 
this: “Because Of you, My name is blas- 
phemed continually among the Gentiles. 
‘Therefore My people shall know My name 
inthat day, for I am He who speaks. 7] am 
present like springtime in the mountains, 
like the feet of one who announces a good 
report of peace, like one who~- preaches 
good things, for I will cause Your salvation 
to be heard, saying, ‘O Zion, your God 
reigns. ” For the voice of these who guard 
you is raised upward, and with their voice 
they shall be glad together; for their eyes 
shall be on watch together when the Lord 


has mercy on Zion. 9Break forth in glad- | 


ness together, O desert places of Jerusalem, 
lor the Lord had mercy on her, and has de- 
ered Jerusalem. !°The Lord will reveal 
His holy arm before all the Gentiles, and all 


the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | 


of God. Depart, depart, go out from there, 
Md do not touch an unclean thing. 
Darate yourselves, you who carry the 
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-ontinue to pass through you.t ?Shake off | 








ISAIAH 53:7 


vessels of the Lord, !2because you shall not 
go forth with tumult, nor will you go by 
flight. For the Lord will go before you, and 





the Lord God of Israel shall gather you. 


I3Behold, My Servant shall have wisdom, 
and He shall be exalted and glorified ex- 
ceedingly.4 !4Just as many shall be aston- 
ished at You, so Your form and glory shall 
be dishonored by men. Thus many na- 
tions shall marvel at Him, and kings shall 
shut their mouth, because they to whom no 
report was brought concerning Him shall 
see; and they who did not hear shall under- 


stand. 
5, O Lord, who has believed our re- 
)«) port, and to whom was the arm of 
the Lord revealed? 2We proclaimed His 
presence as a Child; as a Root in a thirsty 
land. He had no form or glory, and we saw 
Him: and He had no form or beauty.t *But 
in comparison to all men, His form was 
lacking in honor. He was a man in Suffering 
and knew how to bear sickness. His face 
was turned away, and He was dishonored 
and not esteemed.t 4He bears our sins and 
suffers for us, yet we considered Him to be 
in pain, suffering, and ill-treatment. °But 
He was wounded because of our lawless- 
ness, and became sick because of our sins. 
The chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and by His bruise we are healed.t AU 
we like sheep have gone ‘astray. Man has 
gone astray in his way, and the Lord deliv- 
ered Him over for our sins.t 7Although He 
was ill-treated, He opened not His mouth. 
He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, and 
as a lamb is silent before his shearers, so 


(i) 


will off 

'3 "It is due to their si | 
Obtai o their sins that they have 
ned deliverance” (Theod), 


‘umbled Himself even unto death” (Iren). 


bs R € Word, that for our sakes He is dishonore 


c Ne | 
yeg ç "t Who was free from sin, took our c 


ya ake and remember God's faithfulness (51:9-16); (2) 

:17-22); (3) awake, for you shall be redeemed (52:1-3). 
ner Himself as a sacrifice, paying the price, so to speak, to 
| 7 been sold, but it is by the benevolence of God that they have 


“3 The people are called for the third time to awake (see 51:9, 17). Note the progression; - 


awake, for you have been forgiven. - 
Only Christ is able to redeem the soul, Christ 
“reality itself" (GrgTheo). 


€ had no form or beauty: “He sat upon the foal of an ass; He was despised among the people 


* 4 God became dishonored, for Christ assumed a true human nature. “O marvel at the loving kind- 
d, that we may be brought to honor" (AthanG). 


hastisement and gave us peace, By His bruise we are 


53 n M an eternity of suffering and estrangement from God, _ . (ny | 
‘t p, '€ Lord, God the Father, delivered Him, God the Son, to die for our sins. This is the message 


aul py Claims in 2Co 5:21, 





$) o — : 





4 ~(I)~ or 
| 54:4 This passage Is read on Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 





ISAIAH 53:8 HOO 


He opens not His mouth.t In His humilia- | of your 1 widowhood. For it is the | Lord wht 
tion His judgment was taken away, and | is your Maker; the Lord of hosts is Hig 
who will declare His generation? For His | name. He is your Deliverer, and He shall be 
life is taken from the earth, and because of | called the God of Israel by all the earth. 
the lawlessness of My people He was led to | “The Lord has not called you like a woman 
death.t 9I will appoint evil men for His bur- | forsaken and fainthearted, nor like a wife 
ial and rich men for His death, because He | hated from her youth,” says your God. 7] 
committed no lawlessness, nor was deceit | forsook you for a short while, but with 
found in His mouth.t The Lord wishes to | great compassion I will have mercy on you. 
cleanse Him of His wound; and if You give | ŝIn a little anger |. turned away My face 
an offering for sin, Your soul: shall see a | from iyou, but in everlasting compassion | 
long-lived seed.t !!The Lord wishes to take | will have mercy on you,” says ‘the Lord who 
away the pain of His soul, to show Him | delivered you. “This little anger is to Meas 
light, to form Him with understanding, and | | it was_at the time of Noah’s Flood, when I 
to pronounce righteous the Righteous One | swore to him regarding the earth, that I 
who serves many well; and He shall bear | would no longer be angry. with it, neither 
their sins. Therefore, He shall inherit | would I again threaten to remove its moun- 
many, and will divide the spoil with the | tains nor move its hills.t 1°So neither. shall 
strong, because His soul was delivered over | My compassion fail-you;-nor shall your 
to death. He was.considered among the | covenant of peace be removed; for the Lord 
lawless, and He bore the sins of many, and | who is merciful to you has spoken. _- 
was delivered over because of. thei sins.t. | ...'4Servile. and unstable, you -were not 
| comforted. Behold, I am preparing you car- 
= 4 “Be glad; O barren. woman) who | buncle for your stoneiand sapphire for your 
does not bear; break forth and cry | foundations,t !2and I will make your battle- 
out, you who are not in travail, for more are | ments jasper and your gates crystal stones, 
the children, of the desolate than the chil- | and the enclosing wall of your temple 
dren of the married woman,” says. the | choice stones. 3] will cause all your chil- 
Lord.t 2“Enlarge the place of your tent and | dren to be taught by God, and your children 
courtyard; set it up; do not avoid it; | to be in great peace: !4You<shall be built in 
lengthen your ropes and strengthen your | righteousness, Keep away from wrong- 
pegs.t 3Spread out further to the right and | doing, and you;will not be afraid, and trem- 
the left, and your seed shall-inherit the | bling shall not come near you. }*Behold, res: 
Gentiles. You shall cause the desolate cities | ident aliens shall come to you because of 
to be inhabited. 4Fear not that. you were | Me, and they shall flee to-you. '*Behold, l 
shamed, neither be, confounded and dis- | created, you, not. as a metalworker who 
graced; for you will forget. your former | blows coals)in.the fire and brings out-a ves- 
shame and will not remember the disgrace | sel fit for work; and I created you, not for 


[O 


53:7 “The shepherd of Israel, and-now of the whole world also” (GrgNa)-became “the Lamb-of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). 

53:8 Christ was led to death, yet death could not hold His perfect ne Las Ss Acts 2: us 

53:9 He committed no lawlessness: See Heb 4:15, 


53:10 The Lord, God the Father, cleansed Him, God the Son, of His wound because His body aud nat 
remain subject to corruption and death. The offering made by Christ enables | man to receive the same. 
healing and eternal life. 

53:12 He was considered among the lawless is a reference to “the robbers who were araia with 
Him. ... Both of them were before this transgressors, but one was so no longer" (Cyrer). 

54:1 The Gentiles were once barren and desolate, but the Church of the Gentiles will give birth | in the. 
Spirit to many more ... children than Israel has in the flesh: ~ 

54:2, 3 Enlarge and A out further suggests that the Church of the Gentiles will be müch greater. 
and larger than the tabernacle constructed by Moses. ; 
54:9, 10 God's covenant with Noah was made on behalf of the whole world, and God wal no longer * be 
angry so as to cause another flood, Noah's Flood prefigures the waters of baptism, and the ark, not” 
mentioned here, is a type of the Church. 


54:11-15 According to some of the Fathers, choice stones represent those who lead holy ives ie 
with virtuous deeds. The foundations are the prophets, apostles, and evangelists. 
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Nor ly __ ISAIAH 56:7 


uin so as to destroy you. “I will not prosper | rates the earth, and it brings forth and pro- 
any instrument of destruction used against | duces, and gives seed to the sower and 
you; and every voice raised against you in | bread for food,t !!so shall My word be, 
judgment, you shall overcome them all; and | whatever proceeds from My mouth. It shall 
pur adversaries shall be judged guilty. This | not return until it accomplishes whatever | 
is the inheritance for those who serve the | willed, and I shall prosper your ways and 
pord, and you shall be my righteous ones,” | My ‘commandments,’ !2For you shall go 
says the Lord. | forth with gladness and shall be taught 
| ' | with joy, for the mountains and hills shall 
“You who are’ thirsty, go to the | exult to receive you with joy; and all the 
55 water, and all who have no money, | trees: of the field shall applaud with their 
zo and buy wine and fat, and eat and drink | branches. 'Instead of the broom-tree shall 
without money and price.t4 2Why do you | Come'up the cypress, and instead of the net: 
value at the price of money, and give your | tle shall come up the myrtle; and the ‘Lord 
toil for what does not satisfy? Listen to Me | Shall’ be for a name and for an everlasting 
and eat good things, and your soul will de- | Sign,/and He shall not fail.” - (DETR LV 
light in good things. “Incline your ears and | “0% 9 2 | KONSI 
follow my ways. Listen to Me, and your | The Lord says this: “Guard judgment 
soul shall live in good things; and I will | and do righteousness, for My salva- 
make an everlasting covenant with you, the | tion draws near) and My mercy shall be re- 
holy and faithful things of David. *Behold, I | vealed.t 2Blessed is the man who does these 
made him a witness among the Gentiles; a | things, and the mart who: lays hold'on them; 
ruler and commander to the Centiles. ‘The | and who! keeps the Sabbaths; so as not to 
Gentiles, which did not know you, shall call | profane'thém, and keeps his hånd free from 
upon you, and the peoples who did not un- | wrongdoing.” *Let' not the foreigner who is 
derstand you shall take refuge in you, be- | devoted to'the Lord say, “The Lord therefore 
cause of your God, the Holy One of Israel; | will separate’me from His people,” and let 
lor He glorified you.” > | not the eunuch say, “I am a withered tree.” 
‘Seek God, and when you find Him, call | #The Lord says this to the eunuchs: “As 
upon Him when He draws near to you. Let | many ‘as keep My Sabbaths, and-choose the 
the ungodly man abandon his ways, and | things I will; and lay hold of My covenant,t 
the lawless man his counsels; and let him | 5I will give them a notable place in My house 
urn to the Lord, and He will have mercy | and within My ‘wall, a place better than that 
on him; for He shall forgive your sins abun- | of sons'and daughters. I will give them an 
tantly, “For My counsels are not as your | eternal name, and it shall not fail. 6I will also 
“unsels, neither are your ways My ways,” | give an eternal name to the foreigners who 
ys the Lord.t “But as heaven is distant | devote themselves to the Lord, to serve Him 
fom earth, so is My way distant from your | and to love His name, to be His male and fe- 
Ways, and your thoughts from My mind. | male servants, and to all who keep My 
for as rain comes down, or snow from | Sabbaths so as not to profane them, and 
raven, and does not return until it satu- | who hold fast to My covenant.t "I will lead 








mi Eat and drink without money; “Christ does not ask money, but faith—which is more valuable than 
2 J. (AMbM; see also Rev 21:6, 7). BOLTO! ADN N OY % 
coa 2 Neither are your ways My ways; See 40:13 and 1Co 16. Reason alone will never bring)us to 

a ather, we confess that we are finite; He is infinite. Thus we come:to Him by faith, . MOLVA 
Dre, aa My word is the gospel of Jesus Christ, which will accomplish God's will. There are times the 
tule 9 Of the Gospel seems to bear no fruit, but God is at work whether or not we see visible re- 
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fena My mercy shall be revealed: God’s word to the prophet reveals the future, but also interprets - 

Bie |) itge art n utei vosriqoig aiT BrE 

Mey, he righteous eunuchs will have an eternal name in heaven (v. 5), better than an earthly family. 

E7 Ill pass from the old shadows of time into the new lights of eternity” (Aug), NR DoOMe slaw 
‘! The foreigners are the Gentiles, who are welcome at God's holy mountain, the Church, ~; 


Sa aobh Tra ot OB tay | 
3 This Passage is read on the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. 
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ISAIAH 56:8 1102 
“humbled yourselves, even to Hades. You 
grew weary with many ways, but you did 
not say, ‘I will cease strengthening myself, 
cepted upon My altar, for My house shall | for you practiced these things; therefore, 
be called House of Prayer for All Nations,” | you did not supplicate Me. ''Whom did you 
8says the Lord who gathers the dispersed of | respect and fear, so as to lie to Me, and not 
Israel: “for I will gather together a congre- | remember Me, nor take Me into your heart 
gation to Him.” -and mind? So when I see you, I disregard 

8A]] you wild animals of the fields and all | you, for you do not fear Me. "And I will de- 
you wild animals of the thicket, come and clare My righteousness, and your evils, 
eat. 10See, all are blinded; they do not know | which will not profit you. '?When you cry 
how to be discerning; all are dumb dogs | out, let them deliver you in your tribulation, 
unable to bark: dozing on a bed, loving to | for wind and storm will take them and 
sleep. |! They are shameless dogs in their | carry them all away. But those who hold 
soul and do not know satisfaction. They are | fast to Me shall possess the land and in- 
evil and have no understanding. All follow | herit My holy mountain. '*They shall say, 
their own ways, each according to his own | ‘Cleanse the ways before His face, and take 
will. away the obstacles. from the way of My 
DEOD sees ii 

15The Lord, the Most High who dwells on 
high forever, the Holy One among His 
saints, whose name is the Lord Most High, 
who rests among His saints, and who gives 
patience to the fainthearted and life to the 
broken-hearted, says this:t !6“I will not pun- 
ish you forever, nor will I always be angry 
with you, for My Spirit shall go forth from 
Me, and I made every breath. Because of 
sin for atime | grieved him, and struck him, 
and turned away My face from him; and he 
was grieved, and he went on sorrowful in 
his ways. !8] saw his ways, and healed him; 
and I comforted him, and gave him true 
comfort. There is peace upon peace to 
those far off and those near; and the Lord 





















































them to My holy mountain and gladden 
them in My house of prayer. Their whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices shall be ac- 


S See how the righteous man, per- 

ishes, and no-one takes it to heart. 
Righteous men are taken away, and no one 
notices. it: and the righteous man is taken 
away-from the presence of wrongdoing.t 
2His burial shall be in peace, for he was 
taken from the midst of it. “But come here, 
you lawless sons, 2 seed of adulterers and 
of a prostitute. t+ ‘In whom did you delight? 
And against whom did you open your 
mouth? Against whom did you loosen your 
tongue? Are you not the children of de- 
struction, a lawless seed? *You are those 
who call upon their idols under leafy trees 
and slay their children in the midst of the 
rocks. That is your portion, this is your lot, 
for you poured out drink offerings to them, says, ‘I will heal them.’ *’But wrongdoers 
and to them you offered up sacrifices; | shall be tossed here and there by waves, 


therefore, shall I not be angry for these and be unable to rest. 2!There is no joy t0 
things? 7On a high and lofty mountain, the ungodly,” says the Lord God. 

there was your bed, and there you carried 
up your sacrifices. "Also behind the posts 
of your door, you put your memorials. You 
supposed if you departed from Me, it would 
be a better thing. You loved those who slept 
with you, and multiplied your fornication 
with them. You increased their number far 
away from you, and sent ambassadors be- 
yond your borders. You turned aside and 


D Q “Cry aloud with strength, and spare 

not: lift up your voice like a trumpet, 
and declare to My people their sins, and © 
the house of Jacob their lawlessness: 
2They seek Me day by day, and desire t° 
know My ways. As a people who did righ- 
teousness, and did not forsake the judgment 
of their God, they now ask Me about righ 






57:1, 2 The righteous is Christ (Cyr, Theod), 

57:3 The lawless people are no longer considered children of Abraham, but of the prostitute (se 
57:14 This prophecy is fulfilled in John the Baptist (see 40:3). 

57:15 God is at once the Lord Most High, inconcelvable and unknowable, and the Holy One who 
dwells among His saints and strengthens the fainthearted. | | | 
58:1 God calls Isaiah to rebuke the people loudly, like the trumpet that was traditionally blown when è 
fast was called (Joel 2:15). The people display an outward religious piety that hides the wickedness !" 


their hearts. 


e 1:21): 
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well-watered garden and like a spring of 
water that does not fail. Your bones will 
arise and be enriched like a green plant, 
and they shall inherit generations of gener- 
ations.t !2Your ancient deserts shall be 
| built, and your ancient foundations shall 
be from generation to generation. You shall 
be called Builder of Walls, and will rest on 
the paths within them.t If you turn away 
your foot: from work because of the 
Sabbath, so as not to do your desires on the 
holy day, and if you shall call the Sabbath 
| Joyful, holy to your God, and not take away 
| your foot for work, nor speak a word in 
wrath from your mouth, !4then you shall 
trust in the Lord; and He will bring you to 
the good things of the land,iand feed you 
with the inheritance of Jacob your father, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken these 
things.” | 7 


ar to 
Godt ‘saying, ‘Why have we fasted, but You 
jid not see it? Why have we humbled our 
couls, but You did not know it?’ Because in 
| he days of your fasts, you seek your own 

wills, and mistreat those under your au- 
thority. 4If you fast for condemnations and 
quarrels, and strike a humble man with 
your fists, why do you fast to Me as you do 
today, SO your voice may be heard in cry- 
ing? I did not choose this fast, and such a 
day for a man to humble his soul; nor if you 
should bow your neck like a ring and 
spread sackcloth and ashes under yourself, 
could you thus call such a fast acceptable. 
‘ did not choose such a fast,” says the 
Lord; “rather, loose every bond of wrong- 
doing; untie the knots of violent dealings: | 
cancel the debts of the oppressed: and tear 
apart every unjust contract. 7Break your 
bread for the hungry, and bring the home- 
less poor into your house. If you see a 
_ naked man, clothe him, nor shall you disre- 
| gard your offspring in your own house- 
hold.t “Then your light shall break forth as 
the morning, and your healing shall spring 
forth quickly. Your righteousness shall go 
before you, and the glory of God shall 
cover you. Then you shal! cry out, and God 
will hear you. While you are still speaking, 
He will say, ‘Behold, I am here.’ If you take 
away your fetter and the pointing of the fin- 
er, and the word of grumbling,t Vand if 
you give bread to the hungry from your 
Soul, and satisfy the humble soul, then your 

t shall rise up in the darkness, and 


——_— ee SS 
ous judgment, and desire to draw ne 


S Is the Lord’s hand unable to save? 
J) / \s His ear heavy so as not to hear?t 
“But your sins stand between you and your 
God, and He turned His face from you be- 
cause of your sins, so-as not to have mercy. 
| For your hands are defiled with blood, 
and your fingers with sins; and your lips 
| speak lawlessness, and your tongue plots 
wrongdoing.t 4No one speaks righteous 
things, nor is there true judgment. They 
trust in worthless things and speak vain 
things; for they conceive trouble and give 
birth to lawlessness. “They hatch the eggs 
of asps, and weave a spider’s web. He who 
your darkness shall be as midday. !!God | is about to eat of their eggs finds a sterile 
shall be with you continually, and you shall | and broken egg, and init a basilisk. ‘Their 
“satisfied as your soul desires. Your bones | web shall not become a garment, nor will 
shall be enriched, and you shall be like a | they clothe themselves with their works; 











58:2-5 Fasting and other ascetic acts do not necessarily indicate virtue. Blessed Augustine reminds us 
teven heretics fast! God will not see these actions if we mistreat others. God chooses rather that we 
“ble our own soul. “A sacrifice to God is a broken spirit” (Ps 50:19). 
7, 8 The gospel is both social and redemptive. First, the physical needs must be met, and then the 
ual needs can be satisfied, | | 
iy lam here: God is instantaneous in answering the prayers of the righteous. Sometimes He will re- 
5 Presence through circumstances, and sometimes with a still, small voice, but always He will help 
a Now He dwells with us. , | peel 
: Generations of generations: The inheritance of the faithful will never be cut off. 
Mak Just as Israel was called to be built on unchanging ancient foundations, so is the Church. What 
* the Orthodox Church orthodox is its commitment to remain faithful and unaltered from genera- 
«O generation, + | 
ber 2 God is able to save, but He will not have mercy where there is no repentance. "Remem- 
Maa ea at all times, and He will remember you whenever you fall into evils” (Isaacs). 
bead ‘For persevering with delight in wicked actions, they hasten thereto without turning back, even 
til a under foot the commandment with regard to neighbors, and instead of loving them, desire 
nst them” (AthanG). aa | 
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for their works are voris of TE 


"Their feet run swiftly to evil to`shed 
blood. Their thoughts are the thoughts of 
undiscerning men, and destruction and 
misery are in their ways. They do not 
know the way of peace, and there is no 
judgment in their ways; for the paths they 
travel are corrupt, and they do not know 
peace. "Therefore judgment departed from 
them, and righteousness does not lay hold 
of them. While they waited for light, dark- 
ness came upon them; and while they 
waited for the dawn, they walked in dark- 
ness. “They groped:around for a wall like 
blind men, and like men who have no eyes 
they groped around. They shall fall at mid- 
day as thoughiit were midnight, and shall 
groan like dying. men: !!They shall pro- 
ceed together like-a bear ‘anda dove: We | 
waited for judgment, but there is none, 
and salvation departed far away from us. 
l2For our lawlessness is great before You, 
and our sins oppose us; for our lawiless- | 
ness is with us, and we know our unrigh- 
teous. deeds.t. \3We acted. in -an ungodly 


manner, and. we lied and departed back; | 


wards from our.God, We spoke unjustly, 
and were disobedient: and we conceived 


and meditated on unrighteous words from | 


our. heart. !}4We departed backwards from 
judgment, and righteousness stands.far 
off. For the truth is consumed in their 
ways, and they. could. not pass by a 
straight. path. “Truth was taken away, and 
they turned away their mind so as not to 
understand. But the Lord saw this and was 
not pleased, because there was no, judg- 
ment. !6He also saw there was no man, and 
He observed, but there was no one to help. 
He defended them with His arm and es- 
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tablished them with His:1 mercy. » He out 
on righteousness as a breastplate and 
‘placed the helmet of salvation on His 
head. He clothed Himself with the gar- 
ment and covering of vengeance,' !%as a 
recompense of recompenses, even a re- 
buke to His adversaries. Those from the 
west shall fear the name of the Lord, and 
those from the east, His glorious name; for 
the wrath of the Lord shall come like a vi- 
olent river; it shall come with anger. “He 
who delivers shall come for Zion’s sake, 
and He shall turn back ungodliness from 
Jacob t 2!“This shall be My covenant with 
them,” says the Lord. “My Spirit who is 
upon you, and My words I caused to be in 
your mouth shall not fail from the mouth 
of your seed; for-the Lord has aoe it, 


from now and forever. 

60 “Shine, shine, O Jerusalem, for your 
| light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon you. t2 2Behold, darkness 
and gloom shall cover the earth upon the 
nations, but the Lord will shine on you; “and 
His glory shall be seen upon you. °Kings 
shall come to your light, and the Gentiles to 
your brightness. *Lift up your eyes all 
around, and see your children gathered to- 
gether. Behold, all your sons come from 
afar, and your daughters. shall be lifted 
upon their shoulders.t ‘Then you will see, 
fear and be amazed in your ‘heart, because 
the. wealth of the sea and of nations and 
peoples shall change their course and turn 
to you. Herds of camels shall come to you, 
and the camels of Midian and Ephah shall 
cover you. All those from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold, and they shall bring frankin- 
cense and proclaim the good news zol e 





59:12, 13 This passage offers the words that can be spoken to show repentance and receive forgiveness 


from God (Theod). 


59:17 Paul uses this verse in his passages on spiritual warfare (Eph 6: 13-17; 1Th 5:8). 
59:20, 21 Christ who delivers will come to Zion, “the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Mt 15: 24), Turn 
back ungodliness: Then the Holy Spirit will be given to the Church, at Pentecost, and the proclamation 


of the Gospel will be established forever. “Since we too 


in our hymns Him who is the dispenser” (Theod), 


delight in this grace, let us therefore celebrate 


60:1 This is the hymn we sing at Pascha (Easter) | in the liturgical services. “On this day, the whole cres 
ation rejoices and exults, for Christ is risen and Hades despoiled" (JohnDm). 


60:4 For St. Cyril, this passage refers not only to the return of the Jews from exile, but also to the as- 


sembling of the Church from all (sie , 
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60: 1-16 This passage is read on ‘(Great and Holy eal 


— 





| Af’ salvation.t 7All the sheep of Kedar 
shall be gathered together to you, and the 
sms of Nebaioth shall come to you. They 
shall offer acceptable Sacrifices upon My 
sitar, and My house of prayer shall be glo- 
ied. SWho are these who fly like clouds 
and like doves with young? The coastlands 

ite 
one the first, to bring your children 
fom afar, and silver and gold with them for 
he sake of the Lord's name, and because 
he Holy One: of- Israel is glorified. 
Foreigners. Shall) build. your: walls, and 





heir kings shall defend you; for I struck | 


you because of My wrath, and.I loved you 
because of My mercy. !' Your gates shall be 
opened continually, and they shall not be 
shut day or night, to bring you the power of 
the Gentiles, and their kings leading them.“ 
For the nations and their kings who, will 
not serve: you shall perish, and’ those na- 
tions will be utterly desolate. !*The glory of 
Lebanon shall come to you, with the, cy- 
press, the pine, and the cedar together, to 
glorify My holy place. }“The sons of those 
who humbled and provoked: you shall goto 
you in fear, and you;shail be called City of 
the Lord, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
‘Because you were forsaken: and. hated, 


and there was no one to help you, therefore | 
[will make you an eternal joy, the gladness | 


of generations to generations. !°You shall 
drink the milk of the Gentiles and eat the 
Wealth of kings. You shall know I am the 
Lord who saves you and the God of Israel 
Who delivers you, !7Instead of bronze, I will 
dring you gold, and instead of iron, I will 
Oring you silver, and instead of wood, | 
Will bring you bronze, and instead of 


193 


d for Me, and the ships of Tarshish | 





ISAIAH 61:4 


stones, iron. I will establish your rulers in 


peace and your bishops in righteousness. 
tI8Unrighteousness shall no longer be heard 
in your land, neither destruċtion nor dis- 
tress within your boundaries, but your 
walls shall be called Salvation, and your 
gates Sculptured Work. !9The sun shall no 
longer be: your light by day, nor shall the 


rising of the moon shine on you at night, 
but the Lord shall be your everlasting light, 


and God, your glory: 2°For your sun shall no 
longer set, nor shall your moon be eclipsed, 
for the Lord shall be your everlasting light, 
and the days of. your mourning shall be ful- 
filled. -!Also your people shall all be righ- 
teous, and they shall inherit the land for- 
ever, guarding what. they planted, the 
works of their hands, for glory. 22The few in 
number shall become thousands, and the 
lesser shall. become a great nation. I the 


Lord will gather them together at the-ap- 


pointed time. | 

6 J “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because of which He-anointed Me. 

He sent Me to proclaim good news to the 

poor, to heai the brokenhearted, to preach 


liberty to the captives and recovery of sight 


to the blind;t 2to declare the acceptable 
year of the Lord, the day of recompense, 
and to, comfort all who mourn; °to give 
those who. mourn. in Zion glory instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness to those who 
mourn; the garment of glory instead of a 
spirit of indifference. They shall be called 
generations of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord for glory.t *They shall build the 
ancient deserts, raise up those formerly 
abandoned, and renew the desert cities that 


60:6-9 Midian, Kedar, and Ephah are nations of nomads descended from Ishmael, and Sheba is an 
Opian tribe. Eusebius sees these nations, along with their camels, sheep, rams, and wealth, as 
metaphors for the spiritual gifts and sacrifices which will be offered on God's altar. In this way, His 
use of prayer, Christ’s Church, will be glorified. Gregory of Nyssa comments that “virtue is a light and 
*yant thing,” and those who live virtuous lives fly like clouds (v. 8). ai | | 


Rad f 


1:1, 2 It is this passage to which Jesus referred in Lk 4:16-21 when He stood in the synagogue and iui : 
fom the prophet Isaiah. He told the people, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,” 


“US Made it very clear that He is the Lord God of whom Isaiah wrote. “Christ said: ‘The Spirit of the 


the s 
by: 


5 Upon Me.’ And rightly did He say ‘upon Me,’ because He was speaking as the Son of Man. For as 


°n of Man, He was anointed and sent to preach the Gospel” (AmbM). mp 
(k Many in Zion awaited the Messiah, glory instead of ashes: One thinks of the aged Simeon’ 


1 à 


“22-35), who was “waiting for the Consolation of Israel,” and the prophetess Anna (Lk 2:36-38), 


Whg | 
0 looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” ' 
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n 16 This passage Ís read on September 13 at vespers for ne Feast or the Exaltation at tne Holy A 


I This Passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday, © ©0730) jö? 






laid waste for generations. 5Foreigners | “You shall no longer le z 
shall come and shepherd your sheep, and | and your land shall 5 he P oo 
aliens shall be your plowmen and vine- | for you shall be called My Will ras 
dressers; but you shall be called priests of | your land, the Inhabited Earth. 5As j 
the Lord and the ministers of God. You shall | young man lives in wedlock with a virgin 
eat the strength of nations and be admired | so shall your sons dwell with you, and asa 
because of their wealth. ‘So they shall in- | bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so the 
herit the land a second time, and eternal | Lord shall rejoice over you. 6] will place 
gladness shall be upon their head.t ŝFor I | guards on your walls all day and all night 
am the Lord, who loves righteousness and | O Jerusalem, who shall never keep silent 
hates robberies of wrongdoing. I will give | in the remembrance of the Lord.t 7For there 
their labor to the righteous and will make | shall be no one like you, O Jerusalem, 
with them an everlasting covenant. Their | when He amends and makes you the 
seed and their offspring shall be known | pride of the earth.t 8The Lord swore by 
among the Gentiles. All who see them shall His right hand and by the strength of His 
know these are the seed blessed by God; | arm, “I will not give your grain and your 
i0and they shall have exceeding gladness in food to your enemies, and the sons of for- 
the Lord.” eigners shall not drink your wine for 
Let my soul rejoice exceedingly in the which you labored;t but rather, those who 
Lord, for He clothed me with the garment gather the food shall eat it and praise the 
of salvation and the tunic of gladness. He Lord, and those who gather the grapes 
put a miter around me like a bridegroom | shall drink their wine in My holy courts. 
and adorned me with ornaments like a 10Go through My gates, make a way for 
bride.t@ 11As the earth causes its flower to | My people, throw the stones off the road, 
grow, and as a garden its seeds, so shall the | and lift up a standard for the Gentiles.” 
Lord cause righteousness to rise up, and For behold, the Lord caused this to be 
exceeding joy before all the Gentiles. heard to the ends of the earth: “Say to the 
daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your Savior is 
For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, | COME, and has His reward, and His work 
62 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not | before His face.” !2One shall call them a 
rest. until My righteousness goes forth as | holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, 
light, and My salvation burns like a lamp. and you shall be called a City Sought for 
>The Gentiles will see your righteousness, | and Not Forsaken. 
and kings your glory; and one will call you | 
by your new name, which the Lord shall | 6 Who is this who comes from Edom 
name. “You shall also be a crown of with red garments from Bozrah, $0 
beauty in the Lord’s hand, and the diadem | beautiful in His apparel, with force of 
of a kingdom in the hand of your God.t | strength? “I speak of righteousness and 


ts M ee 


61:7 Eternal gladness or joy is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22, 23), The “seal of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” is given to the believer at chrismation, which is also called the “oil of gladness” (V. 3). 
61:10, 11 St. John Chrysostom teaches that the garment of salvation is Christ Himself, as do others of 
the Fathers. This explains why St. Paul wrote that in baptism we “put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 
62:3-5 Christ's crown of beauty is those who keep themselves pure, like the wise virgins wal 
bridegroom (Mt 25:1-13). Christ rejoices over His bride, the Church (see Eph 5:22-33). Ey 
62:6 The guards, according to some Fathers, are the priests, Others see them as angels who continually 
guard and watch over the Church. | i NES 
62:7 The prophecy refers to the Incarnation, when the Son of God takes on human flesh, becoming | 
us. Similar passages are Ex 15:11; Ps 85:8; Jer 10:6, 7. | A 
62:8, 9 Grain and wine are the fruits of righteousness, given to the faithful—both righteous Jews al 
foreigners—in the Holy Eucharist. | ord 
62:10-12 The standard for the Gentiles is the Cross, the Savior is Christ, and the redeemed of the L 
are the Church. 

— —> | | ]= 


61:10—62:5 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. 
62:10—63:9 This passage is read at Vespers of the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. 
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_ Mdgment” (Jam 2:13), God so loved the wor 


si ing judgment.” “Why are Your garments 
ed and Your apparel as one who treads in 
, winepress?* “J am full of the treading of 
grapes. and there is no man with Me 
among the nations. I trampled them in My 
anger, and crushed them like earth, and 
prought down their blood to the ground. 
ifor the day of recompense has come upon 

em, and the year of redemption has ar- 
ved, 51 looked, but there was no helper; 









—— 





help; therefore, My arm delivered them, 
and My anger was suddenly present. ĉSo I 
trampled them in My wrath and brought 
their blood down to the ground.” 

7 remembered the Lord’s mercy, the 
praises of the Lord in all things in which 
the Lord recompenses us. The Lord is a 
good judge to the house of Israel, and He 
deals with us according to His mercy, and 
according to the multitude of His righ- 
teousness.t 8He said, “Surely My people, 


| My children, have not rejected Me?” So He 


became their salvation, “Not an eider or an 


them and spared them. He redeemed and 


| took them up, and lifted them up all the 


days of old. !°Yet they disobeyed Him and 


| grieved His Holy Spirit. So He turned 


against them with hostility and waged war 
on them. !!Then He remembered the days 
of old, He who brought up the shepherd of 
His sheep from the land. Where is He who 


| but His Holy Spirit in them?t@ !2Where is He 


who led Moses with His right hand, the arm 
of His glory? He overpowered the water by 


LO 
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His presence to make for Himself an ever- 
lasting name.t He brought them through 
the deep, like a horse through the desert, 
yet they did not grow weary. “Like cattle 
through the plain, the Spirit came down 
from the Lord and guided them. Thus You 
led Your people, to make Yourself a glorious 
name. 

I5Return from heaven, and look from 









| Your holy and glorious dwelling-place. 
and J observed, but there was no one to. 


Where are Your zeal and Your strength; 
where is the multitude of Your mercy and 
Your compassion, so as to be patient with 
us?t 16You are our Father, although Abra- 


| ham did not know us, and Israel did not ac- 
knowledge us; but You, O Lord, are our Fa- 
ther. You delivered us, and from the 


beginning Your name was upon us. Why 


| have you led us astray, O Lord, from Your 
| path, and hardened our hearts so as not to 


fear You? Return for the sake of Your ser- 
vants, for the sake of the tribes of Your in- 
heritance,t !8that we may inherit a small 


angel, but the Lord Himself saved them | portion of Your holy mountain. "For our 


from all their tribulation, because He loved 


adversaries trampled down Your sanctuary, 
and we have become as we were from the 
beginning, when You did not rule us, nei- 
ther did we call upon Your name. 2°lf You 
open heaven, trembling shall take hold of 
the mountains before You, and they shall 


melt as wax melts before the fire. 

6 The fire shall burn up the adver- 
I. saries, and the Lord’s name shall be 

manifest among the adversaries; and the 

nations shall be troubled by Your presence.* 





63:2, 3 Christ is clothed in the flesh of His humanity and stained with the blood of His Passion. Having 
en crushed by His enemies in His death, He in turn has crushed them under His feet. 


63:7-10 Judgment and mercy are bound to 


gether, but by God's grace, “mercy triumphs over 
id that the Lord Himself saved them. But note how their 


llion grieved His Holy Spirit, causing Him to turn against them. 
3:11 Note how this verse parallels Heb 13:20; “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord 


| = from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep . . . 

12-14 Moses prefigures Christ, for just as Moses was ral 

et passed through death and was raised up into | 
Te. 


to lif 


0 


J Isaiah begins his prayer for God to remember th 
feya" word return, which is echoed in the final 


F 


ised up to lead the people through the Red 
ife, that He might lead all His people from 


e inheritance (v. 17) promised to His people long 
words of Revelation: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 


Tr | elt ; 
Th 17 God hardened their hearts with His patience. He allowed them to continue in their disobedience.. 


| $ When the chastisement comes, it will be fully justified. 
h If God's presence causes His adversaries to be troubled, how much more will His mercy help 


Who wait for Him? (See also 1Co 2:9.) 
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63.4 | 
'~64:5 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. 





Shall take hold of the mountains because of 
You. 3From of old we have not heard, nor 
have our eyes, seen any God but You; and 
Your works which You shall do for those 
who wait for Your mercy. *For mercy shall 
meet with those who do righteousness, and 
they shall remember your ways. Behold, 
You were angry, for we sinned; therefore, 
we went astray.t °We all are become as un- 
clean, and all our righteousness is like a 
filthy rag. We-fall off like leaves because of 
our wrongdoings; thus the wind will. carry 
us away.’ There is no one who calls upon 
Your name and who remembers to take 
hold of You; for You turned away Your face 
from us, and delivered us over because of 
our sins. ‘And now, O. Lord, You are our 
Father, and all we are clay, the work-of Your 
hands. ®Do not -be exceedingly angry with 
us, and do not remember cur sins in an op- 
portune time: And. now look upon us, for we 
are all Your people.: The city of Your-holy 
place has become a desert,.Zion is like.a 
desert, and Jerusalein:is:for a curse..!°The 
house, our holy place and the glory our fa- 
ther blessed, has been burnt with fire, and 
all our glorious things have become:extinct. 
You tolerated all this, © Lord,.and were 
Silent; and You humbled us exceedingly. 
6 D “I was manifest to those who did not 
seek Me; I was found by those: who 
did not ask for, Me. I said, ‘Behold, I am 
here, to a nation that did not call on My 
name. 2] stretched out My hands the whole 
day long to a people who disobeyed and 
contradicted Me, who did not walk in the 
true way, but after their sins.t This is a 
people who provoke Me continually to My 
face. They sacrifice in gardens and burn in- 
cense on bricks to the demons, which do 
not exist;t 4and they sleep in graves and 
caves for the sake of dreams, they who eat 
swine’s flesh and the sauce of their sacri- 
fices, which defiles all their vessels; who 


64:4 God is angry because sin has caused us to 
righteousness and remember Him (v. 4). 1 


their bosom their sins and the sins of their 
fathers, 7who burned incense on the moun- 
tains and reproached Me on the hills. I will 
repay their works into their bosom.” 
8Thus says the Lord: “As the grape shall 
be found in a cluster, and they shall say, ‘Do 
not destroy it, for there is a blessing from 
the Lord in it, so shall 1 do for the sake of 
him who serves Me. For his sake I will not 


destroy them all. 9I will bring forth the seed 


SS 


of Jacob and the seed of Judah, and they 
Shall inherit My holy mountain. My elect 
Shall inherit it, and My servants shall dwell 
there. !°There shall be in the forest a fold of 
flocks, and the valley of Achor shall be for 
the resting place of herds for My people 
who sought Me. !!But you are those who 
forsook Me, and forget My holy mountain, 
and prepare a table for the devil, and fill a 
drink-offering to Fortune. 12I will deliver 
you to the sword, and all of you shall fall in 
the slaughter; because I called you, but you 
did not obey; I spoke, but you refused to lis- 
ten. You did evil in My sight, and did not 
choose the things I willed.” 

_ Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
My servants shall eat, but you shall hunger. 
Behold, My servants shall drink, but you 
shall thirst. Behold, My servants shall be 


glad, but you shall be ashamed. Behold, 





My servants shall rejoice exceedingly in 
gladness, but you shall cry out because of 
the pain in your heart; and you shall wail 


from the crushing of your spirit. For you 


shall leave your name as an example of ex- 
cess to My elect, and the Lord shall destroy 
you. But those who serve Him shall be 
called by a new name, !which shall be 
blessed upon the earth. For they shall bless 
the true God, and those who swear upon 
the earth shall swear by the true God: 0! 


go astray. He will meet with mercy those who do true 


64:5 The filthy rag is a woman's soiled menstrual cloth. And note it is representative not of our unrigh 
teousness, but of our righteousness! (See also Rom 3:10 and Tts 3:57.) | 
65:2 | stretched out My hands: This phrase points to “the salvific Passion on the Cross on which He & 


tended His hands” (Theod), 


65:3-8 The people violate the law deliberately and continually, and therefore deserve God's anger __ 
(v. 5); yet because of the intercession of even one, God declares that He will not destroy them all (v. 8): 


“If, within the cluster, a single mature seed is found, it is a cause for saving the entire cluster for the 
purpose of offering the first fruits to God” (Theod). g JA ap 
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a HOD N ISAIAH 66:11 


f ey shall forget their former tribulation, | for Me? Or what kind is the place of My 
iq it shall not come into their heart.t rest?t 2For My hand made all these things, 
or there shall be a new heaven and a | and all these things are Mine,” says the 

new earth, and they shall not remember the | Lord; “and upon whom will I show respect, 

prmer things, nor shall these things come | but to the humble and the peaceful and to 
into their heart.t But they shall find glad- | him who trembles at My words. *But the 
ness and exceeding Joy in her, for behold, I | lawless man’ who sacrifices a calf is as he 
will make Jerusalem an exceeding Joy, and | who kills a’‘dog;'and he who offers a grain 
iy people gladness. ™I will rejoice exceed- | offering, as he who’ offers the blood’ of a 
ingly in Jerusalem, and I will be glad‘in My | pig; and hé ‘who offers incense for a memo- 
people. There shall no longer be'heard ‘in | rial; as ‘he’ who is ‘a blasphemer. These 
her a voice of weeping, nor a'voice of cry- | chose their ways and their abominations, 
ing. There shall not be the untimely death | which ‘their soul willed. “But T will choose 
of a child there, nor shall there be an old | their mockeries, and I will repay them; be- 

man who does not fulfill his time. For a | cause I called: but they did not obey Me; I 

young man shall be a hundred years old, | spoke, but they did not listen; but they did 

but a sinner who dies at a hundred years | evil in My sight, and things I did not will, 

gid shall be cursed. *!They shall build | they chose” ~ wes ce meg ee 
houses and dwell in them: ‘and they shall SHear the’ word of the Lord, you who 
plant vineyards and eat their produce. “But | tremble at His word. Speak. our brethren, 
they shall not build, and others inhabit; and | to those who hate us and detest.us, that the 
they shall not plant, and others eat. For ac- | [ord’s name may be glorified and seen in 
cording to the days of the tree of life. SO | their gladness, so they may be ashamed.t 
shall be the days of My’ people, and the 6A voice of crying from the city, a voice 
works of their labors shail not grow old. from the temple, the voice of the Lord is 
“My elect shall not labor in vain, nor shail | fully repaying His enemies. “Before: she 
they bear children to be a curse, for they | travails in labor to give birth, before the 
are a seed blessed by God; and their off- | pain of birth pangs comes on, she escapes 
spring shall be with them. 24It shall be, be- | it and bears a male.t Who has heard such 
lore they cry out, I will listen to them: while a thing, and who has seen anything like 
hey are still speaking, [ will say,.What is | this? Hasthe earth travailed in one day;-or 

i? “The wolves and lambs shall feed to- has a nation given birth at once? For Zion 

gether, and the lion, like the ox, shall eat. travailed, and gave birth to. her. children.t 

thaff; and the serpent, the ground as bread. But D raised this expectation, yet \you:did 
€y Shall not injure, neither destroy. in My | notiremember Me,” says the Lord. “Behold; 
ly mountain,” says the Lord. | do I not cause one woman to beget, but an- 
ol nef other to -be.sterile?” says: God: \°“Be glad: 

6 Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My | © Jerusalem, and celebrate holy days in her: 
throne, and earth is the footstool of | All you who love her, rejoice exceedingly, 

y feet. What kind of house will you build | and all you who mourn over her;t Uthat you 
_ =e ee eee ma ma ESE es ne Se EATS 
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5:16 Orthodox faithful bless themselves with the sign of the cross of Christ, in the name of the true 
$ ‘Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
21-25 This prophecy is partially fulfilled in this age, where those who have been united to Christ are 
a new Teation” (2Co 5:17); but it will be fulfilled completely in the age to come, when Christ comes 
I with a new heaven and a new earth (see Rev 21:1-4). 
thin ‘God, then, being immaterial and uncircumscribed, has no place. For He is His own place, filling all 
tee, UOhnDm; see also Jn 4:20-24). 
se Believers are reminded that even those who hate them are still brethren, for God alone repays 
6g. Nemies with justice. | | 
Church Ording to the Fathers, this prophecy is fulfilled first in the Virgin Mary, and also in the 
‘ation, © Who was of the Father, yet without mother, was born of a woman without a father’s coop- 
8 a TOT, as pleasure did not precede it, pain did not follow it” JohnDm). 
tele The Church will indeed be born in one day, at Pentecost (see Acts 2:41; 4:4), and she will in turn 
feign toa nation, whereas the old covenant of the law will be sterile. 
garg Christ the Bridegroom is describing the glorious union of Himself with His Bride, the Church, 
aNg Verse 12, St. Ambrose says, “The Holy Spirit is the river,” 








her consolation; that you may take plea- 
sure in nursing because of the entrance of 
her glory.” 2For thus says the Lord: “Be- 
hold, 1 will turn to them like a river of 
peace and like a brook, to flood them with 
the glory of the Gentiles. Their children 
shall be taken up on shoulders and com- 
forted on knees. Like someone a mother 
comforts, so also will I comfort you, and 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” 
i4You shall see, and your heart will rejoice. 
Your bones shall rise up like a pasture, and 
the Lord’s hand shall be known by those 
who fear Him; but He shall threaten the 
disobedient. 

I5For behold, the Lord shall come like a 
fire. and His chariots like a sudden blast of 
wind. to render His vengeance with anger 
and His renunciation with a flame of fire.t 
16For all the earth shall be judged in the fire 
of the Lord, and all flesh with His sword; 
and many shall be wounded py the Lord. 
Those who purify and cleanse them- 
selves in the gardens and porches, who eat 
the meat of a pig or any abomination, they 
shall be destroyed together at the same 
time.” says the Lord;t !8“and I know their 
works and their reasoning. I am coming to 
gather all the nations and tongues, and 








they shall come and see My glory. "And į 
will leave signs upon them, and thoge 
among them who are saved, I will send 
forth to the Gentiles: to Tarshish, and Py; 
and Lud and Tubal, and to Greece and to 
the coastlands far off, to those who have 





not heard My name, nor seen My glory; and 


they shall declare My glory among the 
Gentiles.t 2°They shall bring your brethren 


| from among all the Gentiles as a gift to the 


Lord, with horses and chariots, in litters 


‘drawn by mules and covered with sun- 


shades, to the holy city of Jerusalem,” says 
the Lord, “just as the children of Israel 
would bring Me their sacrifices with 
psalms into the house of the Lord." 2!I shall 


take some of them to be My priests and 


Levites,” says the Lord. “For just as the 
new heaven and the new earth which | 
make shall remain before Me,” says the 
Lord, “so shall your seed and your name re- 
main. 23It shall come to pass from month to 
month and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all 
flesh shall worship before Me in Jerusa- 
lem,” says the Lord. 24“They shall go forth 
and see the dead bodies of the men who 
transgressed against Me, for their worm 
shall not die, and their fire shall not be ex- 
tinguished; and they shall be a vision to all 
flesh.” 


66:15, 16 Here the Second Coming of the Lord and the Last Judgment are depicted. 

66:17, 18, 24 All hypocrisy, idolatry, and mockery of God will be destroyed together, and those who 
refuse to repent will nevertheless be made to see the truth in the light of God's glory. These are the 
dead bodies who will never escape the fire of God's chastisement. 

66:19 The cross is the sign of salvation which the apostles shall declare . . . among the Gentiles (see 


Mt 8:19). 


66:20, 21 Worship, sacrifices with psalms, will be open to both Gentiles and Jews, and Christ will 
choose priests to serve His Church from the Gentile believers. | 
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Aut ho r=. eremiah, “the one whom God appoints or €xalts.” 


bee propyesied Ba oT 627 to 582 BC. 






Maj or Theme s-am ri ape Jeka prophisiot! the 

© persecutions and destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; he also foretold — 
the captivity of the Jews in Babylon. He exhorted. the people to repent, 
promising hope for ey who remain faithful to the Lord. He prophesied 
there would come a“ ew covenarit” (88:3 1234F to be inscribed in every 


believer's heart, Inaugurated and fulfilled A througb Christ God, the Messiah of | 
Israel. KRIDE we MRETI 9 | 


Back round —Jeremiah was cika he ‘weeping prophet.” He shed many 
tears during the dark and despairing time of the Babylonian captivity. He 
began prophesying during King Josiah’s reign (640—609 Bc). Jeremiah was- 
also known as “the prophet of the interior life’. because he preached a om | 
personal knowledge of God and the forgiveness of sins (38: 31-34). The bulk — | 
of his message was such a heavy burden to him that it broke even his own ~ | 
heart (8:19-21). eke pd it ae) oth oly of ati} 1000 i 
‘Outline TEAR Brrocols aie rane | 
y etemiah’s Call ftom God (1:119) vai. RAe] 
ll. Warnings and Promises to jucab 
(2125-13) 
A. Charges against Israel (2:1—4: 4), 
B. Warnings (4:5—11:16) y 
C.A plot against Jeremiah (11:17— 12:17) 
Prophetic symbols (13:1—19:15) 5 7 1 
Eienenn of rulers, priests, and prophets || 
i" (20;1—25-13) 
ly Judgments Against Nations (25: 14—32: 25) 1 
ings Jehoiakim and Zedekiah fis 
(33:1 36,97) | af 
A. Jeremiah spared from death (33: 1-24) 
‘Bonds and yokes (34:1-14) 
“The false prophet Hananiah (35:1-17) ~ 
Jeremiah’ 1 letter (36:1-27) | 














V. Promisés to Israel (37:1—38:40) 
A. Restoration (37:1-20) 
B.A Father for Israel (38:1-14) 

CC. Mercy for Ephraim (38:15-30) 

D. The new covenant (38:31—40) - | | 

VI. Actions of Jeremiah (39:1—43:32) | | | 
A. Purchasing a field (39:1-25) VAG | 
B. Prophecies for Israel (39:26—40:13) 7 | 
_ C. Warnings to Zedekiah (41:1-22) | | 
D. The Rechabites (42:1-19) | fi | 
E. The scroll (43:1-32) ha z$ 

vil. Summaries of Events (44:1—52: 28) | 

A. King Zedekiah (44:1—46:3) 0 
B. The ruler Gedaliah (46:;4—48:18) 

' C. Foray into Egypt (49;1-—51:30) — ni | | 
~ D. Baruch, Zedekiah, and Jehoiachin cok i} 
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JEREMIAH I:I 





The word of God came to Jeremiah the 
son of Hilkiah of the priests, who lived 


in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin.! 2The | 


word of God came to him in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in 


the thirteenth year of his reign.t ?The word | 


also came in the days of Jehoiakim the son | 
-sook Me, burned incense to foreign gods, 


of Josiah, king of Judah, until the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in 
the fifth month. 

[sœ The Prophet Is Chosen > 


‘Thus the word of the Lord came to me, | 
saying, “Before I formed you in the womb, | 
knew you, and before you. were) born, I; 


i 
sanctified you. I established you a prophet 
to the natioris.”* *Then T said, “O Lord and 
Master, behold; 1 do not know how to 
speak, foriama youth.”* But the Lord said 
to me, “Do not say, ‘i am a youth, for you 
shall go to all to wnom I send you, and 
whatever I command, you shall speak. "Do 
not be afraid of their faces, for | am with 
you to deliver you,” says the Lord..9Then 
the Lord put forth His hand to me and 
touched my mouth; and the Lord said to 
me, “Behold, I have put My words in your 
mouth. !°Behold, this day I am setting you 
over the nations and kingdoms, to root out 
and to pull down, to destroy, to rebuild, and 
to plant.” : oad 

\1The word of the Lord came to me, say- 
ing, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” So I 
replied, “I see a staff made from an almond 
tree.” Then the Lord said to me, “You see 
well, for I keep watch to perform the works 
of my words.” | 

3A gain the word of the Lord came to me 
a second time, saying, “What do you see?” 
Then I said, “A boiling pot, and it is facing 
away from the north.” '4The Lord said to 
me, “From the north, evil things, will in- 
flame all who inhabit the land. For be- 
hold, I will call together all the kingdoms of 
1:1 Jeremiah means “God appoints of exalts. 
1:2, 3 Jeremiah prophesied during the reign 
1:5 God's foreknowledge and His calling are 
1:6 Like Moses before him (Ex 
prophets, God put His words 
4:16 Note the three sins of Ju 
occupation with themselves. 
2:2, 3 This is ironic, since Israel never was com 
patriarchs and prophets, 

icts God's relationship w 


them through the Holy One of Israel, who is Christ. 
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" Anathoth is his hometown, within the 
s of Josiah, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah. 


here woven together. 


4:10), Jeremiah claims he does not know how to speak, As with all 


in Jeremiah’s mouth (v. 9), 
dah, and of all mankind; ( 


israel can be said to have be 
ith all nations. Although they we 





the land of the north,” says the Lord, “and 
they shall come; and each shall set his 
throne at the entrance of the gates of 
Jerusalem, against all the walls surround- 
ing her, and against all the cities of Judah. 
I6] will speak to them with judgments con- 
cerning all their vices, because they for- 


and worshiped the works of their hands.t 
17As for you, gird your loins and arise, and 
speak to all whatever I command you. Do 
not be afraid of their faces nor tremble be- 
fore them, for I am with you to deliver you,” 
says the Lord. !8“For behold, on this day | 
have established you as a fortified city and 
as a fortified bronze wall against all the 
kings of Judah, against its rulers, and 
against the people of the land. They will 
fight against you, but they shall not prevail 
over you, for I am with you to deliver you,’ 
says the Lord. 

= God’s Charges against Israel = 

Again the Lord said, “Thus says the 

Lord: 2I remember your compassion 


and youth and your love and maturity, SO as 


to follow the Holy One of Israel,’ says the 
Lord. Israel, the beginning of His har- 
vest, was holy to the Lord. All who devour 
him shall transgress, and evils will come 
upon them,’ ” says the Lord. — 


~. The Worship of Baal > 

4Hear the word of the Lord, O house of 
Jacob, and all families of the house of Is- 
rael. 5Thus says the Lord: “What transgres- 
sion have your fathers found in Me, so as to 
go far from Me, to follow after vain anc 
worthless things? They did not say, ‘Where 
is the Lord, who led us out of the land of 
Egypt, who guided us in the wilderness, 1” 
an unknown and untrodden land, a lan 
that was waterless and barren, in which ne 
one traversed and where no son of man 
dwelt?’ 7I brought you into Carmel to eat its 
fruit and its good things, but you entert 





land of Benjamin. 


the 


1) forsaking God; (2) false worship; and (3) pre 


mitted entirely to the Lord. Yet in the faithfulness of the 
en faithful. Ultimately, however, the passage 
edeemed 


re taken over by enemies, Godr 
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J The holy Prophets of Israel played a unique and critical role in their society. They repeat- 
edly called the people back to their commitment to obey and worship only the one true 
God, they warned of foreign invasions; they protested against social and economic injus- 
tice; and they even rebuked kings face to face for their sinfulness KE 12115) 
1 3Kg 18:17, 18; 20:1-29; 2Ch 12:1-8; 16:7-10), In times `of crisis they were consulted — 
by kings to. discern the Lord’s will (4Kg 3:5-20; 8:7-15; 22:8-20; Jer 21:1-14). Yet their . _ 
most significant task was prophesying about the coming of the Messiah, the King of Kings. 
Through prayer, asceticism, repentance, and the practice of virtue, the Prophets were par-. 
icularly receptive to the Holy Spirit—He, “Who spoke by the Prophets,” as the Nicene Creed- 
declares. St. Basil the Great writes, “In souls pure-and cleansed from all defilement, the 
prophetic gift shines Clear.” Most unique was the preparation received by St. John the Baptist, 
the greatest of the Prophets (Mt: 11:7+14); who was. “filled-with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb” (Lk 1:15). l nid Jan: Te i | fs 
The backgrounds of the Prophets'were varied. Amos was a shepherd (Am 121} 7:14, ESA 
Ezekiel a priest (Ezk 1:1-3), Daniel a yoùng'noblenian reared in captivity at the royal court in” 
Babylon (Dan 1:3-6), Deborah a judge and military leader (Jdg 4:1—-5:31), and Huldah was ` 
the wife of the keeper’ of the king’s' wardrobe (4Kg 22:14): Also varied were their’responses to 
the Lord’s call’ For example, Moses and Jeremiah protested (Ex 3:7—4:17; Jer 1 4-6), and “ 
Jonah immediately tried to flee from the Lord (Jon 1:13). Isaiah; on the other hand, though’ 
| acutely aware of his own sinfulness said “Here anil, send me” (6:8)? Moses, Jeremiah ~~ 
Jer 1:7—2:2), and Ezekiel (Ezk 2:12-3:14) all received repeated reassurances from the Lord - 
that He would be with theni to strengthen them in fulfilling their prophetic calling. 
The Prophets vividly demonstrated their willingness to obey the Lord when asked to do 
unusual things in dramatized prophecies, Ezekiel drew a picture of Jerusalem ona clay-tablet 
| and pretended to besiege it (Ezk 4:1—3); he was also asked to take:a sword and cut off his hair: 
and beard and burn part.of it (5:1-13; see 12:1—15),| Jeremiah buried a linen sash by the i- 
Euphrates River (Jer 13;1—11); Isaiah walked naked-and barefoot-for;three years (Is 20:1-6); 
40sea Was commanded to marry-a-harlot. (Hos 121-3). i if 1o ar ff ost ata 
Sometimes the Prophets experienced fierce opposition from the authorities—kings, priests, 
and even other prophets—who resented the condemnatory messages being delivered: Micaiah © 
Was slapped and imprisoned for being the only one ‘of about four hundred prophets who dared 
1 tell King Ahab of Israel the true:word of the Lord (3Kg 22:2-38). Jeremiah was threatened’ 
| With death by his fellow citizens of Anathoth (Jer 11:19-23) and later by the priests and the © 
alse Prophets (33:1-19); and he was imprisoned under Kang Zedekiah (44:1—2 l; see 20: D2. 
A€ priest of Bethel tried to expel Amos out of Israel (Am 7:10-13). According to tradition, ` 
ah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos all’ were executed, as was St. John the Baptist = 7 
MEI4119- see Lk 11147251; Mt 23:29-37; 2Ch 24:17-22; Jer'33:20-23; Heb 11:32-38)" 
AL times certain Prophets even wanted to die, such as Elijah (3Kg 19:14) and Jonah 
Jon 4-1-3), But the Prophets always reaffirmed their reliance upon God’s will and their 
OPE in His mercy (Lam 3:21-41), In, this, as well as in their sufferings for our. Lord’s 
be. the holy. Prophets serye as important examples, for us who have receiyed, at our g 
*Ptsm and Chrismation, the gift of the same Holy Spirit who came upon them. , os 
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JEREMIAH 2:8 





an abomination. “The priests did not say, 
Where is the Lord?’ But those who handle 
the law did not trust Me, and the shepherds 
acted profanely toward Me. The prophets 
prophesied by Baal and walked after un- 
profitable things. 

“Therefore I will yet bring charges 
against you,” says the Lord, “and I will 
bring charges against the sons of your 
sons. For pass’ by the islands of Chettim 
and see. Send to Kedar and consider dili- 
gently. See if such things happened,t 
llwhether nations will change their gods; 
though they are not gods. But My people 
changed their glory to a giory from which 
they will not profit. ‘*Heaven was amazed 


at this and was exceedingly horror-struck, }| 


says the Lord. !3“For My people have com: 
mitted two evils: They forsook Me, the 
fountain of. living water, and hewed for 
themselves broken cisterns, unable to hold 
water.t 


=. Forsaking the Lord 7- 

14“Ts not Israel a slave or household ser- 
vant? 5The young lions roared at him with 
their growl and made his land desolate, 
and her cities were demolished, no longer 
livable. '®Also the sons of Memphis and 
Tahpanhes know. you and mock you. !/By 
forsaking Me, did you not bring these 
things upon yourself?” says the Lord your 
God. 18“Now, what concern of yours is the 
road to Egypt, or drinking the waters of the 


Nile? Why concern yourself about the road 


to Assyria, or drinking the water. of) his 
rivers? 19Your own rebellion will chastise 
you, and your vices will convict you. You 
will know and experience the bitterness of 
your forsaking Me,” says the Lord your 
God. 

“But I have taken no joy in you,” says the 
Lord your God, 2°“for from of old you haye 
splintered your yoke and have broken your 
chain to pieces. You have said, ‘I will not 
serve You, but I will go to every high hill 
and under every shade tree to indulge in 
my fornication.’ 2'] planted a fruitful vine 
for you, one most healthy and sweet, yet 
you turned it into a vine unknown to Me, 





2:10 Chettim is Cyprus and other Greek islands; Ke 
2:13 In both the old covenant and the new, the pro 
water, and damage the cisterns or containers, 
therefore, we adhere both to Christ and His Church. 


2:23 Baal was the idol-god of neighboring 
lowing this or any 


sv oe > ANg 
and defiled My land, and made My heritage | 


ling lion, a sword devoured your prop 





~33Yet what good wi 


dar is a region 
blem is the same: peop! 
the places of God's dwelling. 


nations, and the 
false god leads to death, a common burial place. 






with a taste of bitterness., Though you 
wash in soap and evermore use lye on 
yourself, still you remain defiled in your 


wrongdoings before Me,” says the Lord. 


zon what way will you say, ‘I was not a dis- 
ciple of Baal, nor am I defiled’? Consider 


| your ways, which lead you to the common 


burial place. Know what you have done, for 
Baal’s voice cries out late in the day.t He 
extends his ways over the waters of the 
desert, for he is borne along as by the wind 
in the desires of his soul. He is given over to 
them, Who will turn him back? All who 
seek him will not grow weary, but they will 
find him in his humiliation. 2°Therefore, 
turn your feet away from this uneven path 
and from the thirst in your mouth, for he 
says, ‘l will act like a man,’ because he 
loves strangers and goes after them. 
26“The sons of Israel, their kings and 
rulers, their priests and even their prophets 


shall be ashamed, like the shame of a thief 
| when he is caught. 2’For they said to a tree, 


‘You are my father,’ and to the stone, ‘You 
have begotten me. They have turned their 
backs to Me, and not their faces; yet in the 
time of their evils, they will say, ‘Arise and 
save us.” 28But where are the gods you 


made for yourself? Will they arise and save 


you when you are in oppression? For in the 
same number as you have cities, O Judah, 
you have gods, and according to the num- 


‘ber of thoroughfares in Jerusalem, they 


sacrifice to Baal. 


= Denial of Sin = 

29\Why do you speak to Me? All of you 
have been ungodly, and all of you have 
acted lawlessly against Me,” says the Lord. 
30“In vain I struck your children, for you 
accepted no chastisement. Like a desno 
but you did not fear.” Hear the wor | 
the Lord. Thus says the Lord: “Was | really 
a desert to Israel, or a barren land? [her 
why did My people say, ‘We will not be 
dominated, and no more will we come to 
You’? Can a bride forget her ornaments; 
or a virgin her breast-band? Yet for ay 
without number My people forget © 
Il you practice in youl 





in northern Arabia. | 
e forsake God, the living 
As Orthodox believe 


d the unfaithful Jews became his disciples Fo! 


athe earth, but under every oak tree, Yet 
you said, ‘But I am Innocent, so let Your 
nger turn from me. Behold, I pass judg- 
nent against you because you say, ‘I have 
pot sinned.’ *“Why did you deal so very 
contemptuously so as to repeat your ways? 
put you will be ashamed of Egypt as you 
were of Assyria.t °’For you will go out 
henceforth with your hands on your head, 
hecause the Lord rejected your hope; and 


you will not prosper in it. 
| 2 “f a man divorces his wife; and she 

goes from him to become another 
man’s, may she turn back and return'to him 


æ Israel Is Defiled o> 



























withmany shepherds and have refurned to 


straight ahead and see. Where have you not 
been defiled? You sat for them along the 
mads like a deserted crow, and defiled the 
land with your fornications and vices. 3Yes, 
you have many shepherds as an occasion 
| stumbling for yourself. The appearance 
fa prostitute has come upon you, but you 
shamelessly deny all this. “Have you not 
| “alled Me, as it were, a home, a father, and 
| #founder of your virginity? 5Will this ap- 
pearance continue forever, or be main- 
ained to the end? Behold, you said and did 
ese evil things as you were able.” 


A, A Call to Return 7- 


fah the king, “You saw what the habita- 
A of Israel did to Me? They went up on 
han high mountain and under every 
ty tree to commit fornication there.t 
after Israel committed all these acts of 
lid p00 T said, ‘Return to Me,’ but she 
nln’ return, Faithless Judah also saw Is: 
C laithlessness. 81 also saw it, and be- 





te Nd over again. 


| "10 
ki 
D.T ese words are those of the Lord (v. 6). 
| Mig. (Grg Na), | | 
Nera, 18 This is the 


Hon of the 


again? Would not‘such a woman’be greatly | 
defiled? But you committed fornication | 


‘Again the Lord said to me in the days of- 





tag | | 7 i | ri 
Mer Repeat your ways is literally “redouble your path. 


| Gentiles (v, 17), which speaks of the Church, 





| tion of Israel committed adultery and was 


overtaken in it, therefore I put her away 


| and placed in her hands a certificate of di- 


vorce. Yet even after this, faithless Judah 
did not fear, but she, too, proceeded to com- 


mit fornication. 9Her fornication was good 
for nothing, for she committed adultery 


with wood and stone. !%n all of this, faith- 


| less: Judah did not turn to Me with her 


whole heart, but falsely.” 

\lAgain the Lord said to me, “Israel justi- 
fied herself more than faithless Judah. !2Go 
and read these words toward the north, and 


| you shall say, ‘Return to Me, O habitation 
| of Israel, says the Lord, ‘and I will not set 
_My face against you. I am merciful,’ says 


the Lord, ‘and I will not be wrathful forever. 
lSHowever, realize your wrongdoing, for 
you behaved in an ungodly way against the 
Lord your God;.and you passed on your evil 
ways to foreigners under every shady tree, 


ee | because you did not obey My voice. 
Me” says the Lord. 2“Liftoup your eyes | 


4“Return, O sons who have. turned 
away,” Says the Lord, “for I will rule over 
you and receive you—one from a city. and 
two from a family—and I will lead you to 
Zion. 15I will give you shepherds according 
to My heart, and they will thoroughly shep- 
herd you with knowledge.t !6It shall come 
to pass that if you multiply and increase in 
the land in those days,” says the Lord, “they 


will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant 
of the Holy One of Israel.’ It will not enter 


their heart, nor be named or visited; neither 
will this be done any more. "In those days 
and at that time, they shall call Jerusalem 
the Throne of the Lord, and all the Gentiles 
shall be gathered to it. They shall no longer 
walk after the reasoning of their evil heart. 
18In those days, the house of Judah shall 
walk with the house of Israel, and they 
shall come together out of the land of the 
north, and from all the countries to the land 


IĮ gave as an inheritance to their fathers. 


“1 declare” (may it be, O Lord!) “that I 
will set you among children and give you 
a choice land, the inheritance of the 


When we sin, we usually do the same things 


Israel's apostasy from God is described as fornication (V. 7), adultery (v. 8), and being faithless 
h This is not only bodily sin, “but any sin you have com- 


ath) a Doe | l 
first great messianic prophecy of Jeremiah. It finds its fulfillment in: (1) faithful shep- 
Thron V 15); the apostlar (2) the Holy One of Israel (v. 16), our Lord Jesus Christ; (3) Jerusalem the 
+ Of the Lord (v. 17), which looks ahead to the eternal Kingdom (Rev 21:2; 22:1); and (4) the inclu- 


JEREMIAH 3:20 


Almighty God of the Gentiles; and I declare 
that you shall call Me Father, and you shall 
not turn away from Me.t 2°Nevertheless, as 
a wife rejects her husband, so the house of 
Israel has rejected Me,” says the Lord. 
“For a sound from lips was heard, even 
bitter crying and the entreaty of the sons of 
Israel; because they did wrong in their | 
ways and forgot their holy God. 22Return, 
O sons, return, and I will heal your ruin.” 
23“Behold, we will be Your servants, for 
You are the Lord our God. Indeed, the hills 
and the power of the mountains were as a 
lie. for our Salvation is only through the 
Lord our God. 2*But from our youth, shame 
devoured the labors of our fathers: their 
sheep, their cattle, their sons and their 
and dishonor covers us, because we sinned 
against the Lord our God. From our youth 
even to this day, we and our fathers did not 
obey the voice of the Lord cur God.” 
4 “Tf Israel returns to Me,” says the Lord, 
“he shall return. If he puts away abom- | 
inations from his mouth, and fears My 
presence, fand swears that the Lord lives 
with truth, judgment, and righteousness, 
then the Gentiles shall bless in Him, and in 
Him they shall praise God in Jerusalem.” 
3For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah 
and those dwelling in Jerusalem: “Plow for 
yourselves the untilled fields, and do not 
sow among thorns. Circumcise yourselves 
to God, all you men of Judah and those 
dwelling in Jerusalem, and circumcise the 
hardness of your heart, lest My anger come 
forth like fire and burn; and there shall be 
no one who quenches it, because of the 
presence of your evil practices,”t 


=, Warning of Disaster = 


Declare in Judah and let it be heard in 
Jerusalem, and say, “Blow the trumpet in the 
land, and cry out loudly, saying, ‘Assemble 
yourselves, and let us go into the fortified 
cities.’ "Pick up and flee toward Zion. Hurry. 
Do not stop! For I bring disaster from the 
north and great destruction,” “The lion has 


Se eee 





1116 | 


come up from his den, and the destroyer of 
nations has arisen. He has come forth from 
his place to make the land desolate, and the 
cities will be laid waste, no longer livable 
‘For this, clothe yourself with sackcloth, 
lament and wail, saying, “The anger of the 
Lord has not turned back from us.” 

In that day it shall come to pass,” says 
the Lord, “that the heart of the king and the 
heart of the rulers shall perish. The priests 
shall be amazed and the prophets shall 


| wonder.” !°Then I said, “O Lord and Master, 


surely You deceived this people and 
Jerusalem when You said, ‘You shall have 
peace, but behold, the sword reaches to 
their soul.” 

1 At that time, they will say to this people 
and to Jerusalem, “There is a spirit of wan- 
dering in the desert, for the way of the 
daughter of My people is not clean nor 
holy. +A spirit of completion will come to 
Me now, for I speak judgments against 
them. !°Behold, he shall come up like a 
cloud, and his chariots like a whirlwind, for 
his horses are swifter than eagles. They 
will say, ‘Woe to us, for we are in ruin!” 

40O Jerusalem, wash the vices from your 
heart that you may be saved. How long shall 
your painful thoughts be within you?t For 


the voice of one declaring from Dan will 


come, and anguish will be heard from 
Mount Ephraim: !6*Remind the nations, for 
they have come. Announce to those 1N 
Jerusalem the gatherings of those from 
afar, for they uttered their voice against the 
cities of Judah. They completely sul 
rounded her, like those who guard a field, 
for you rejected Me,” says the Lord. '8“Yout 
ways and practices have brought these 
things upon you. This evil is your own, for lt 
is bitter, because it took hold of your heart. 


æ Jeremiah’s Sorrow for Israel = 
I9] am pained to the depth of my belly and 
in the senses of my heart. My soul is in grea 
commotion, and my heart is torn asunde! 
will not be silent, for my soul hears Syy 
sound of the trumpet, the alarm of wat. nie 
calls for a ruinous crushing, for the wh 
land is in ruin. Suddenly the tabernacle © 


3:19 The God of Israel is here prophetically called God of the Gentiles, who is the Father, Thus, Whe" 


the disciples ask Jesus how to pray, His answer begins with “Our Father” (Lk 11:1, 2). F 


4:4 Circumcise . . . your heart: St. Cyprian tells us “the first circumcision of the flesh is made void, aù 
the second circumcision of the spirit is promised instead" (see Col 2:11). He further notes, “Then. 8 
cause that sign did not avail women, but all are sealed by the sign ofthe Lord” (that is, Holy Bapt 


4:14 Wash the vices from your heart: "It is not the fi 
which God is averse” (JohnChr). | 


be- 
sm) 


Ith of the body, but the impurity of the soul: t° 
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wif and my coverings are torn apart. 

How long will I see people fleeing and 
he sound of trumpets? 22“For the lead- 

hear t | | 

ors of MY people do not know Me. They are 

foolish and unwise sons. They are wise to 

go evil, but do not know how to do good.”t 

23] looked upon the earth, and behold, it 
was nothing, and into the sky, and there 
were no Stars in it. “41 saw the mountains, 
and they were trembling; and I saw all the 
hills, and they were shaking. 5] looked, and 
behold, there was no man, and all the birds 
of the heavens were alarmed. 26] saw, and 
behold, Carmel was deserted, and all the 
cities were burnt with fire at the presence 
of the Lord, and because of His fierce anger 
they were destroyed. 

Thus says the Lord: “The whole land 
shall be desolate, yet I will not destroy it 
completely. 28Let the earth mourn for these 
things, and let the sky above grow dark, for 
l have spoken and wiii sot repent. i have 
sworn and will not turii pack from it. 
“From the sound of the herse and the bow 
srung with an arrow, ‘ne whole land re- 
treated. They crawled into caves, hid in the 
groves, and climbed up on the rocks. Every 
city is forsaken, and not a man dwells in 
them. 3As for you, what ‘will you do, 
hough you clothe yourself with crimson 
aid adorn yourself with ornaments of gold; 
though you daub your eyes with myrrh? 
Your adornment is in vain. Your lovers re- 
lected you, and they seek your life. 3'For I 
heard your voice groaning, like the sound 
ofa woman giving birth, like the voice of 
a daughter of Zion whose anguish is like 
a Of one who gives birth the first time, 
th 0 grows weary and whose hands lose 
S Strength; and she says, ‘Woe is me, for 

Y soul faints because of those killed!’ 


__° God’s Judgment Is Just 7> 

Run to and fro through the streets of 
and erusalem, and you will see and know; 

‘eek in her streets if you can find a 
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“ be Merciful, 


‘t | 
i he vlew also of the prophet” (BasilG), 


He act 


ing ablished by God. 
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man, if there is anyone who does judgment 
and seeks faithfulness; and I shall be mer- 
ciful to them,” says the Lord.t 2“Though 
they say, ‘As the Lord lives,’ therefore, do 
they not make an oath with lies?” °O Lord, 
Your eyes are on faithfulness. You chastised 
them, but they have not grieved. You con- 
sumed them, but they were unwilling to re- 
ceive correction. They set their faces 
harder than a rock and did not will to re- 
turn. i 
Therefore I said, “Perhaps they are poor, 
because they are weak and do not know 





| the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of 


God.t 5] will go to the great men and speak 
to them, for they do not know the way of 
the Lord and the judgment of God.” But be- 
hold, they altogether crushed the yoke and 
broke the bonds. Therefore a lion from the 
thicket struck them, and a wolf destroyed 


| them, even to their houses; and a leopard 


kept watch against their cities. Everyone 
who goes out from them shall be hunted, 
because they multiplied their ungodliness 
and grew strong in their turning away. 

™Tn what way shall I be merciful to you? 
Your sons forsook Me and swore by those 
who are not gods. I pastured them, but they 


committed adultery and lodged in the 


houses of prostitutes. 8SThey were lusty 
horses. Each one neighed after his neigh- 
bor’s wife. Shall I not visit them for these 
things?” says the Lord. “Shall not My soul 
take vengeance on such a nation as this? 

10“Go upon her outer fortifications and 
tear them down, but do not ruin them com- 
pletely. Leave the support foundations, for 
they belong to the Lord.t !!The house of Is- 
rael and the house of Judah dealt very 
treacherously with Me,” says the Lord. 


| They lied to their own Lord, and said, 


“These things are not so. Evil will not come 
upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine. 
'SOur prophets were as wind, and the word 
of the Lord did not exist in them.”t 





422 The Lord specifies that those most responsible for Israel's apostasy are her leaders. What is wrong? 
no 2 NOt know Me. Throughout Christian history there have been many secular and religious leaders 
bi lo the same charge. St. Paul advises, “from such people turn away!" (2Ti 3:5). 

€ implication is, there are none to be found in Jerusalem seeking faithfulness to whom the Lord 


vor... do not know the way of the Lord: “The poor man is . . . he who lacks the great doctrines, 


e foundations . , , belong to the Lord: Despite her faithlessness, still the foundations of the city 


[i 


"doude, Prophets were as wind: In modern idiom, they were full of hot air! St. Jude called them 


ithout water” and “autumn trees without fruit” (Jude 12). 





JEREMIAH 5:14 





\4Therefore, thus says the Lord Almighty: | 


“Because you prophets spoke this word, be- 
hold, I will cause My words to be fire in 
your mouth, and this people to be wood, 


and the fire shall devour them. Behold, O | 


house of Israel,” says the Lord, “I will bring 
4 nation against you from afar. It is a nation 
whose spoken language you shall not un- 
derstand. They are all mighty men. "They 
shall eat up your harvest and your bread, 
and they shall devour your sons and daugh- 
ters. aiong with, your sheep and cattle, and 
your vines, fig) trees, and oliye groves. With 
a sword they. shall destroy. your fortified 
cities in which you trust. 

1s“ Nevertheless, it shall come to pass in 
those days,” says the Lord your God, “that I 
will not make a complete end of you. 19Tt 
will be that when you say, Why did the 
Lord our God do all these things to us?’ 
then you shali answer them, ‘Because you 
served foreign gods in your land, so you 
shall serve foreigners in a land not yours. 

2“Declare this in the house of J acob, and 
let it be heard in Judah. *!Hear these things 
now, O people, foolish and heartless. [hey 
have eyes that see not, they have ears that 
hear not. 22Do you not tear Me?” asks the 
Lord. “Have you no fear before My pres- 
ence. | who placed the sand as the bound of 
the sea, a perpetual decree, So it shall not 
pass beyond? Though it be in a constant 
uproar, yet it shall not prevail; and though 
its waves toss, yet they shall not pass over 
it. 22But this people has an inattentive and 
disobedient heart. They turned aside and 
departed.t 24They did not say in their heart, 
‘Let us now fear the Lord our God, who 
gives us both the early and the late rain, ac- 
cording to the fullness of the season, and 
preserves the harvest He ordained for us.’ 
25Your lawlessness turned these things 
away, and your sins withdrew the good 
things from you. | 
found among My people. They set traps to 
destroy men, and they caught them. 2/As a 


5:19 Foreign gods: The Greek wor 
position.” Here, the Lord uses that 


L118 





26For the ungodly were | 








d used to describe false gods suggests “strangeness” or “an all 
meaning to promise Judah that the kinds of gods they worsh! 












trap set for birds is full, so their houses are 
full of deceit; therefore, they became great 
and grew rich. 2?They transgressed judg- 
ment and do not plead the cause of the or- 
phan, nor the cause of the widow. 2?Shall I 
not visit them for these things?” says the 
Lord. “Shall not My soul take vengeance on 
such a nation as this? 
30“Bewilderment and horrible things 





| have come upon the land. *!The prophets 
prophesy unrighteous things, and the 


priests applaud with their hands. My peo- 
ple also love to have it so. But what will you 


do after these things?” 


= Destruction Is Coming from 

the North = _ 
Be strong, O sons of Benjamin, in the 
midst of Jerusalem. Blow the trumpet in 


6 


| Tekoa, and for the sake of Beth Haccerem, 


set up a signal; because evil looms from the 
north, and great destruction is coming.t 
2Your crown will be taken away, O daugh- 
ter of Zion. 2Shepherds and their flocks will 
come to her, and they shall pitch their tents 
against her all around; and they shall feed 
their flocks, each with his hand. *Get ready 
to war against her, to rise uD against her in 
battle at noon. Woe to us! Because the day 
draws to a close, and the shadows of 
evening come to an end. °Arise and go up 


in the night, and utterly destroy her foun- 


dations." | 

6For thus says the Lord: “Cut down her 
trees: pour out your power against Jerusa- 
lem, O false city. There is oppression in her 
entirely. 7As a reservoir chills down water, 


so evil causes her to grow cold. Ungodliness 


and misery will be heard in her presence 
continually. 8Be instructed, O Jerusalem, by 
pain and affliction, lest My soul depart from 
you; lest I make you a land not to be trod- 
den, where no one shall dwell.” 9For thus 
says the Lord: “Glean, glean as a vine the 


remnant of Israel; return them as one who 


gathers for his basket.”t 






alien dis- 
p will | 


determine the kind of life they live. This is true for all people, not just Judah, 


5:23-28 When God's people have an 


good things He offers (v. 25), they neglect the orphan and the widow 
Lord is compromised, social justice is not to be found. | 
6:1 Beth Haccerem: St. Jerome taught this was located between 


Jerusalem. | | 
6:5 Destroy her foundations: The ancient m 
6:9 See Lam 1:22. To glean a vine is to strip it O 
coming attack on Israel. | 


inattentive and disobedient heart (v. 23), they not only miss the 


(v. 28). When dedication to the 


Tekoa, Amos’ birthplace, and 


ethod of leveling a city was to uproot its very foundations: 
f all its fruit, leaving it desolate, as is promised with t z 


| 








+ be heard? Behold, their ears are uncir- 
i cised, and they cannot hear, Behold, 


me word of the Lord wasan insult to them, 


d they do not wish to hear it:t “I was 
flied with my anger, but held fast and did 
not end their lives. I will pour it out against 
he children from the outside, against the 
youth of the assembly; and the husband 
and wife will be taken together, the elder 
ull of days. '*Their houses shall be turned 
over to others, together with their wives 
and fields. For I will stretch out My hand 
against the inhabitants of this land,” says 
the Lord. !8“Because from the least of them 
even to the greatest, everyone accom- 
plished lawlessness. From the priest even 
to the false prophet, everyone acted falsely. 
“With contempt they healed the calamity 
of My people incompletely, Saying, ‘Peace. 
peace. But where is peace? ‘They were 


ashamed because they failed: but they were | 
not ashamed as those truly ashamed. for 


they did not recognize their dishoner. 
Therefore, they shall utterly fatl when they 
do fall, and at the time of their visitation 
they shall perish,” says the Lord. 

“Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways 
and see, and ask about the eternal path- 
Ways of the Lord. See what the good way is 
and walk in it. Here you. will find purifica- 
lon for your souls. But they said, ‘We will 
Hot walk in it/t 17] set watchmen over you. 
listen to the sound of their trumpet. But 


hey said, ‘We will not listen.’t.'8Therefore 


Ihe Gentiles heard, and those who shep- 
herd their flocks,t !8Hear, O earth, Behold, I 
Dring evils upon this people, the fruit of 


“It turning away, because they did, not | 


‘ing Y words, but rejected My law. ??Why 
eee bring frankincense to Me from 
a and cinnamon from a far country? 
a whole burnt offerings are not accept- 
€ and your sacrifices are not sweet to 





rnc 
165 


17 7 


119 
oT whom shall I speak and testify? Will 





i i 








JEREMIAH 7:3 


Me.”t 21Therefore thus says the Lord: “Be- 
hold, I will bring weakness upon this peo- 
ple, and the fathers and the sons together 
shall be weak. The neighbor and his friend 
Shall perish.” 

22Thus says the Lord: “Behold, a people 
will come from the north, and a nation will 
be raised: from the farthest parts of the 
earth. They will take hold of bow and 
Spear; and they are reckless and will show 
no mercy. Their voice is like the roaring 
sea, and they are deployed on horses and 
chariots: They shall draw up in battle order 
as a fire for war against you, O daughter of 
Zion.” oe 

24You will say, “We heard the report of 
them, and our hands became feeble: Dis- 
tress takes hold of us as pains of a woman 
in labor.” *°Do not go out into the field nor 
walk along the ways, for the swords of en- 
emies linger on every side. 2O daughter of 
my people, dress yourself in sackcloth and 





| sprinkle -yourself with ashes. Make: for 
| yourself -av bitter lamentation: asif for a 


beloved son, because suddenly misery will 
come upon you. 

2E gave you an -assayer to prove’ you 
among the peoples, and you shall know Me 
when | test their way. 28They all:are inatten- 
tive and walk perversely. They are bronze 


and iron, and-all have corrupted them- 
selves. 22?The blowpipe and the lead failed 


because the fire gave out. The silversmith 
coins money in vain, and their evils have 
not melted away. 2°Call them rejected sil- 
ver, because the Lord rejected them.” 


=æ Trust Not in Lying Words = 

' Hear the word of the Lord, all you of 
Judah. *Thus says the Lord God of 
Israel; “Amend your ways and your prac- 
tices, and | will cause you to dwell in this 
place.t Do not entrust yourselves to lying 
words, for they will not profit you when 
you say, ‘It is the temple of the Lord, the 





6:10 Ac in 4:4, circumcision was always understood to be a spiritual act, Without a circumcised heart, . 

| ston Is in vain—just as an unbaptized heart pollutes our baptism. Roe | 
the | fe Athanasius connects this passage with Jn 14:6, where Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and 

~ “O one comes to the Father except through Me," minha A it 
‘The Watchmen are the prophets, as distinguished from the shepherds who led the communities, 
m FOnically, the call to holiness is heard outside Israel, pointing to the opening of Israel to the Gentiles. 


OU yy 'though sacrifice to God was still practiced in Israel, it was compromised by their'idolatry, just as 
bea oship is polluted if we participate in the liturgy, yet habitually do what it forbids, “For it was not 
tmp, Me Was angry, like a man, as many venture to say, that He rejected their sacrifices: but out of 


Ia 7519 to their blindness” (Iren). 
tiong 
F a disobedient people. — 


Captivity of Judah was not fated, but was God's appropriate response to the freely made deci- © 





JEREMIAH 7:4 _ WOO oh eee 


temple of the Lord. ‘For if you thoroughly | “Behold, My wrath and anger is poured oy 
amend your ways and your practices, if you | on this place, on men and cattle, on eye, 
thoroughly bring about judgment between | tree of their field, and on all the fruits of the 
a man and his neighbor, 5and do not op- | land. It will burn and not be quenched 
press the resident alien, the orphan, and 2°Gather your whole burnt offerings with 
the widow, and do not shed innocent blood | your sacrifices, and eat meat.” 
in this place or walk after foreign gods to 21Thus says the Lord: “For I did not speak 
your hurt, ‘then I will cause you to dwell in | to your fathers, nor command them cop. 
this place, in the land I gave to your fathers | cerning whole burnt offerings and sacri- 
of old and forever. fices in the day I brought them out of the 
™But if you trust in lying words from | land of Egypt.t But I commanded them 
which you cannot profit, §and you murder, | this word, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, and] 
commit adultery, steal, swear to do wrong, | will be to you as God, and you shall be to 
burn incense to Baal, and walk after for- Me as a people. Walk in all My ways I com- 
eign gods you do not know so as to do evil. | manded you, that it may be well with you’ 
Sand come and stand before Me in the | 23Yet they did not hear Me and did not at- 
house wherein My name js called aid say. | tend their ear: Instead, they walked in the 
‘We have not abstained from doing sii devices of their heart and went backward, 
these abominations, “then is this house, | net forward. 24From the day their fathers 
called by My name, a den oi roboers in | came out of the land of Egypt until this day, 
your eyes? Behold, I have seen itt i sent you all My servants, the prophets. | 
“But go to My place in Shiloh, where ! | sent them by day and early in the morning. 
caused My name to dwell before, and see | Yes, | sent them. 2>But they did not hear Me, 
what I did to it because of the vices of My | nor did their ear attend. Instead. they stiff- 
people Israel,” says the Lord. '*“Now then, | ened their neck even more than their fa- 
because you did all these works, and | | thers. 
spoke to you but you did not hear Me, and 
I called you but you did not answer, there- æ False Worship Will Be Judged > 
fore, I will also do to this house, called by | 26“Therefore, you shall speak this word 
My name in which you trust, and the place | to them: 27‘This is the nation that heard not 
I gave you and your fathers, as I did to | the voice of the Lord, nor received correc 
Shiloh. 14] will cast you out of My sight as I | tion. Faith has perished from their mouth. 
cast out your brethren—all the seed of | *’Cut off your hair and cast it away. Take UP 
Ephraim. a lamentation on your lips, for the Lord has 
16“Therefore, do not pray for this people, | rejected and repudiated the generation that 
nor consider them worthy to be shown | does these things.’ 29For the sons of Judah 
mercy. Do not pray nor come to Me about | did the evil thing in My sight,” says thé 
them. I will not hear you. !6Do you not see | Lord. “They set their abominations in thé 
what they do in the cities of Judah and in | house called by My name, to defile it 
the streets of Jerusalem? '’Their sons | °They also built the altar of Tophet in the 
gather wood, and their fathers kindle the | Valley of the Son of Hinnom to burn tHe! 
fire, while their women knead cake dough | sons and their daughters in the fire, W™ 
for the host of heaven; and they pour out | I did not command them, nor consider "; 
drink offerings to foreign gods to provoke | My heart.t 3!Behold, the days are comin® 
Me to anger.t '*Do they provoke Me to | says the Lord, “when they will no longe! 
wrath?” says the Lord. “Do they not pro- | say, ‘the Altar of Tophet, or, ‘the Valley ° 
voke themselves to the shame of their own | the Son of Hinnom’ but instead, the Valley 
faces?” '°Therefore, thus says the Lord: | of the Slain’: and they will be burie in 


7:10 Jesus cited this verse when cleansing the temple (Mt 21:13), suqqesting that while in Jeremiah $ 

oe) the question of the temple being a den of robbers was E ESEE by Christ's time it was 4 $è 
act, | 

7:17 Cake dough: the Hebrew word chavon is transliterated into Greek. These were sweet breads ded 

cated to pagan gods, the host of heaven. | 

7:21, 22 The Lord highlights their obedience as more important than adhering to the letter of the cor 

mand, i 

7:30 Tophet: The place where children were being sacrificed to Molech d end of the 

child sacrifice will be cannibalism, effected during the siege of i aa me Fi 5 





a 











phet, for there is no other place. 32The 


| aad of this people will also be food for the 


birds of heaven and the wild beasts of the 
and. No one will scare them away,t 33] shall 
suse to cease the glad and joyful voice, the 


| yice of the bridegroom and the bride, from 
| te cities of Judah and the thoroughfares of 
| jerusalem. For the whole land shall be des- 
| olate. 


~. The Relics Are an Example > 


0 ‘At that time,” says the Lord, “they 


shall bring out of their graves. the 
bones of the kings of Judah and its rulers, 


| the bones of the priests and the prophets. 


and the bones of the inhabitants. of 
lerusalem.t They shall dry them before the 
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watch for the times of their coming. But My 
ele do not know the judgments of the 
ord. 

“How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the 
law of the Lord is with us’? The lying pen 
becomes vanity for the scribes.t 9Wise men 
are put to shame and convicted, for they re- 
jected the word of the Lord. What wisdom 
is in them? UI will give their wives and 
fields to others as an inheritance. HThey 
will gather together their fruits. There are 
no grapes on the vines, nor figs on the fig 
trees, and the leaves have fallen off. 2 They 
will say, ‘Why do we sit still? Assemble 
yourselves, and let us enter the strong 
cities. Let us be rejected, for God has cast 
us out and given us gall to drink, because 


sun and the moon, and before all the stars 


i 


we sinned against Him.t Let us come to- 
| and the hosts of heaven, which they loved | gether for peace, but there was nothing 
| and served, and after which they walked, | good, and for a time of healing, but behold, 
devoted themselves, and worshiped. They | trouble. 4We will hear the swift sound of 
| ae not to be mourned nor buried; but they | His horses coming from Dan. The whole 
| are to be an example on the face of the | land, quakes from the neighing of His 
| erth, *because they chose’ death rather | horse-drawn chariots. He will come and de- 
| an life. They are also to be an example to | 


all the remnant left from that generation in 
“ery place wherever I banish them.” 
œ False Teaching Will Be Judged 7 


For thus says the Lord: “Will not he who 
alls arise? Or he who turns away, will he 


| iot return? °Why therefore has this My 


| . : (d . bo Py 
a The places of pagan sacrifice are prophesied to become a killing field. 


Of his 


41 G 


Pople turned away from Me in a shameful 
Way, strengthened themselves in their 
aice, and were not willing to return? ®In- 

: lve ear and listen. Will they not 
thus: ‘There is no man who repents 
vices, saying, “What have I done?’ ” 
a Tunner ceases to run his race, as a 
fre ne horse ceases to run when he is 
ae Even the stork in the sky knows her 
he mated time, as do the turtledove and 
„swallow of the field. The sparrows 





vour the land and its fullness, the city and 


those who dwell in it’ 15For behold, I send 


forth lethal serpents among you, for which 
there are no charms. !*They shall bite you 
mortally with the pain of your disturbed 
heart.” 


æ Jeremiah Weeps for His People ~ 

“Behold, the voice of the daughter of my 
people cries out from a far land, “Is not the 
Lord in Zion? Is her King not there?” “No, 
because they provoked Me to anger with 
their carved images and foreign vanities ”t 
‘They will say, “The summer is gone, the 


| harvest is past, and we are not saved.”t 


WI am saddened because of the ruin of 
the daughter of my people. Pains have 
seized me as one who gives birth. 2°ls there 
no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician? 


ty ls desecration of the graves of the patriarchs and kings was executed by the Babylonians. The 

Í yn 9 here refers to the heat of the sun. Although the saints whose bones were exposed were in no 

| her © Worshiped, God desired that their exposure to the elements would finally convince Israel of 
or. i 


These are 


apparently popular sayings, widespread among the people. 
ra to drink: Unsanitary water, the only kind to be had then in the city. While this was a proper 


| sin VE sponse to Israel’s sin, they went far beyond this, later in time, by giving Christ, who knew 


| 


f 


| | 
| 
| | 


iy wine mingled with gall” (Mt 27:34). 
Mathe se is another term for idols. 
by 


€ seasons of the siege, carried through the summer, not only match well the chronology of the 


oui an invasion (probably that of 597) but highlight how devastating a siege can be, No crops- 
City vee and harvested that year, while all the inhabitants of the greater territory crowded into 
| 


alls to be saved from the terror. 
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Why is no healing taking place for the 
daughter of my people?t 2!Who will give 
water to my head and a fountain of tears to 
my eyes, that I might weep day and night 
for this people of mine, for the wounded of 
the daughter of my people?t 


Who will give me lodging in a deserted 
place, that I might leave my people and 
depart from them? For they are all adulter- 
ers, an assembly of treacherous men.* 
“They bent their tongues like a bow. 
Falsehood, not faith, prevails in the land. 
For they went from evil to evil, and have 
not Known Me: 2Let each take heed to his 


neighbor, and not trust their brothers, for | 


every brother will utterly deceive, and 
every friend wiii walk treacherously. *Each 
will mock at his friend and not speak the 
truth. Their tongue learns to speak lies, and 
they do wrong. They do not pause to turn 
back. “There is usury upon usury, deceit 
upon deceit. They are unwilling to know 
Me.” : | 

6Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I 
will set them on fire and test them; I shall 
do so because of the evil of the daughter of 
My people, “Their tongue is a wounding ar- 
row, and the words of their mouth are de- 
ceitful. One speaks peaceably to his neigh- 
bor, but has hatred in his heart. *Shall | not 
visit them for these things?” says the Lord. 
“Shall not My soul take vengeance on such 
a people as this? ?Take up a wailing on the 
mountains and a lamentation on the paths 
of the desert; for they cease from being a 
people. They do not hear the sound of exis- 
tence from the birds of the sky, nor even 
from cattle. They were astonished; they 
were gone. VI will put Jerusalem into cap- 
tivity, and it will become a dwelling place 
of serpents. I will make the cities of Judah 
desolate, beyond habitation.” 

\!\Who is a wise man? Let him under- 





stand this. Let him declare to you by the 


word of the Lord to him why the land was 
ravaged by fire, and became like a desert 
no one could pass through. The Lord ap: 


-swered me, “Because they forsook My law 
which | set before their face, and they did 
not hear My voice. "Instead, they walked 


after what pleased their evil heart, and af- 
ter the idols their fathers taught them” 

l4Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Is- 
rael: “Behold, I will feed them as a matter 
of necessity, and give them the water of bit- 


| terness to drink. 15I will also scatter them 


among the Gentiles, amongst whom nei- 


ther they nor their fathers are known. | 


shall:send a sword after them until | con- 
sume them with it. j 


=. The People Weep in Shame = 
| leThus -says the Lord: “Call for the 
mourning women and let them come. Send 
for the wise women and let them give utter- 
ance. Let them take up a lamentation over 
you. Let your eyes run with tears, and your 
eyelids flow with water. !8For a voice of 
wailing is heard from Zion, ‘How we have 
been afflicted and greatly ashamed, be- 
cause we forsook the land and were cast 
out of our dwellings.’ ” !%Indeed, O women, 
hear the word of God, and let your ear re- 
ceive the words of His mouth. Teach your 
daughters wailing, and a woman a lamen- 
tation to all her neighbors. 2°For death will 
come through your windows and enter 
your land, to destroy the children from out- 
side and the youth from the streets. 2/The 
dead men shall be as an example in the 
open country of your land, like grass afte! 
it is mowed, when there shall be none (0 
gather it. . 

22Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise 
man boast in his wisdom, nor let the 
mighty man boast in his might, nor let the 
rich man boast in his riches.”t 23Instead, let 
him who boasts boast in this, that he under 


8:20 Balm: A resin of mastix or terebinth; used for perfumes, medicines! and animant Gilead | is some 
times a symbol for Israel, an area east of the Jordan River bordered by desert. 

8:21 Jeremiah’s tears remind us that God's punishments were not without purpose. God deen cares 
for all whom He disciplines (Heb 12:5, 6), and He sends His rebuke to correct and transform us. 

9:1 Jeremiah seeks to withdraw from his people since he is exasperated by their disobedience. “Thus 
for wickedness and falsehood, and for deeds, in which they [proceed] from iniquity to iniquity, he re 
proves their practices; but, because they knew not the Lord, and were faithless, he sharges them with 


unrighteousness” (AthanG). 


| 


9:10 Dwelling place of serpents; An especially diabolical Image; given the habit of dragons or ‘ener 


to persecute the saints (Rev 12: 7-9). 


9:22 Boasting in oneself and one’s capabilities i is here forbidden: In our devotion to God; we are called 


to boast only in the glory of God or, in the words of the Apostle Paul, “Christ . . 


«crucified! "(1Co 2:2). 


= 


1123 _JEREMIAH 10:19 


ands and knows that I am the Lord, who | 8The Lord—who made the earth in His 
hows mercy, judgment, and righteousness Strength, who restores the inhabited world 
on earth, for in these is My will,” says the | in His wisdom and discernment—stretched 
rd. “Behold, the days are coming, says | out heaven,t %and the abundance of water 
ihe Lord, “that T will visit upon all the cir- | in heaven; and He brings up clouds from 
mcised their uncircumcision. “I will visit | the ends of the earth. He made lightning for 
Egypt, Judea, Edom, the sons of Ammon | the rain, and brings light out of His store- 
and the sons Of Moab, and all who dwell in | houses. Every man is made foolish be- 
he desert—all who shave their face. For all | cause of this knowledge, and every gold- 
hese nations are uncircumcised in the | smith is put to shame by his carved images; 
fesh, but all the house of Israel are uncir- | because they cast false gods that have no 
eumcised in their heart.”t Spirit in them. !!They are vain works that 
| | ee | are ridiculed, and in the time of His visita- 
pul Sete ok SIERE tion they shall be destroyed. Such is not 
10 O house of Israel, hear the word of | the portion for Jacob, for He who formed 
the Lord, for He has spoken to you. | al] things is Jacob’s inheritance. The Lord 

Thus says the Lord: “Do not learn: the | | 








: : is His name. 
ways of the Gentiles, and do not be afraid | i Ee | 
because Of signs from the sky, for they < Desolation Is Coming to Judah = 
themselves reverence these. “For the. cus- ‘SThis inheritance resides in the elect 


toms of the peoples are vain. This vanity is | and gathers together your existence out- 
a tree cut from the forest, the worl of a | side the land. '4For thus says the Lord: “Be- 
craftsman, or it is a molten image, ‘They | hold, I will overthrow those who reside in 
are embellished with silver and gold witha | this land with ‘affliction, that your wound 
hammer, and they strengthen inem with | might be discovered.” Alas for your ruin! 
nails so they will not move: "They will be | Your wound is painful, and I say, “Indeed, 
taken up and carried, for they cannot walk | this is my wound, and it overtakes me. '"My 
by themselves. Do not be afraid of them, | tabernacle endures hardship and is ruined, 
because they cannot do evil, nor is there | and all my skin coverings are torn apart. 
any good thing in them. The silver is | My sons and my sheep are no more, and 
worked in relief, and they cannot travel | there is no place left for my tent, nor for my 
anywhere. The silver overlays come from | curtains.t "For the shepherds act foolishly 
larshish, the gold from Uphaz. All handi- | and no longer seek out the Lord. Therefore, 
Work is the work of goldsmiths and crafts- | the whole pasture does not understand, 
_ ten, and they will dress them in hyacinth | thus the sheep are scattered. ‘Behold, 
and purple.” : ~ | there is a sound of news, and an earth- 
us you shall say to them, “Let the | quake comes from the land of the north to 
ds that did not make heaven and earth | cause the cities of Judah to disappear, mak- 
erish from the earth and from under this | ing them the nesting place of sparrows. 
faven.”t t9 know, O Lord, that man’s way is not 













425 “And to show how those from among the Gentiles were foretold as more true and more believ- 

| "9, we will cite what was said by Jeremiah] the prophet; for he spoke as follows: ‘Israel is uncircum- _ 

din heart, but the Gentiles are uncircumcised in the flesh’” (Justin). ne | 
"I The gods that did not make heaven: “For ‘by Him were all things made, and without Him was not 

Cally na Made that was made,’ which His Father also everywhere by the Prophets declares to be espe- — 

aly characteristic of His own Essence. And the Prophets are continually busy on this kind of demon: , 

On, not only of itself, but when they contend against the honor shown to idols; ‘Let the gods per- 

| ine 35 one, ‘who have not made heaven and earth'” (JohnChr). PR) «)) 

EA The inhabited world: The Greek term o/koumene refers to the extent of the world that was civi- _ 
tabii t necessarily everywhere people lived. God is therefore the One who makes possible political 

| 14. education, and other blessings of life. | | i dairriargl 

1 term ı 17 My tabernacle . . . is ruined; Mourning the loss of right worship, the Lord depicts His house in 

| foo the ancient tabernacle instead of Solomon's temple, which is about to be destroyed. Led by 

| hag. @pherds who no longer seek Him, the people had shunned the pattern of worship that God 

| paren to Moses on the mountain long ago (Ex 25:40). Those who would worship God “in spirit and 

| “hurch N 4:24) must not neglect the gift of Holy Tradition handed down in the Scriptures and the 

| ‘lest we be led astray and scattered. DEY tl S ME EEE DEAA 


/ 
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his own pursuit. “Chastise us, O Lord, but 
with judgment and not in anger, lest You 


anger on the Gentiles who do not know 


You, and on the generations who did not. 


call on Your name; because they devoured 
Jacob and utterly destroyed him, and they 


laid waste his pasture. 

| I The word came from the Lord to 
Jeremiah, saying, 2“Hear the words 

of this covenant, and you shall speak to the 

men of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem. “You shall say to them, “Thus 


<=. God’s Covenant Is Ignored -= 


says the Lord God of Israel: “Cursed is the | good: shade tree in appearance. At the 


man who will not hear the words of this 
covenant, *which | commanded your fa- 
thers in the day | brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, from the iron, furnace, say- 
ing, ‘Hear My voice, and do all | command 
you,.so you shall be to Me as a people and 
I will be to you as God. “that | may confirm 
the oath I swore to your fathers, to give to 
them a land flowing with milk and honey, 
as it is today. ” ’ 
said, “O Lord, may it be s9.” | 
6Then the Lord said to me, “Read aloud 
these words in the cities of Judah and out- 
side Jerusalem, saying, ‘Hear the words of 
this covenant and do them.” ‘But they did 
not. 8Again the Lord said to me, “A conspir- 
acy was found among the men of Judah 
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
9They turned back to the wrongdoings of 
their forefathers who were unwilling to 
hear My words. Behold, they go after for- 
eign gods to serve them. Both the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah rejected My 
covenant which I made with their fathers.” 
\0Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
I will bring calamities on this people from 
which they cannot escape; and they shall 
cry out to Me, but I will not listen, ''Then 
the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of 





10:20, 21 This prayer of Jeremiah is ultimately to be answered at the Judgment. But for now, Jews and 


his own, nor will a man go and prosper in 


” Then | answered and 





Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods 
whom they offer incense. But will they save 


them in the time of their calamities? 120 Ju- 
make our numbers few.t 2!Pour out Your | 


dah, your gods were based on the number 
of your cities, and according to the number 
of streets in Jerusalem, you appointed al- 
tars to burn incense to Baal. 

13“T)o not pray for this people, and do not 
consider them worthy in petition; for I will 
not hear their prayer in the time they cry 
out to Me or in the time of their distress.t 
l4Why has My beloved done a detestable 
thing in My house? Will prayers and holy 


offerings remove your vices from you? Will 


you escape by means of these? !°The Lord 
called your name a pleasant olive tree, a 


sound of its pruning, a fire was kindled 
against it. Great is the affliction coming 
upon you. Its branches have become worth- 
less. !6For the Lord who planted you has 
proclaimed troubles against you in return 
for the evil the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah did against themselves 


| when they offered incense to Baal and pro- 


voked My wrath.” 


æ. A Plot against Jeremiah = 
170 Lord, teach me, and I will know. Then 
I saw their purpose.© !8For I did not know | 
was like an innocent lamb led to be sacri- 
ficed. They plotted an evil device against 
me, saying, “Come, let us put wood in his 
bread, and destroy him root and branch 


from the land of the living, so his name 


might not be remembered any longer.* 
19But, O Lord, You who judge righteously, 
who tests minds and hearts, let me see Your 
vengeance on them, for I have revealed my 
righteous plea to You. 

20Therefore thus says the Lord against 
the men of Anathoth, against those who 


seek my life, and who say, “Do not proph- 


esy in the name of the Lord, lest you die bY 
our hands”—t 2!“Behold, I will visit them. 
The young men shall die by the sword, and 


Gentiles alike are invited to call upon the name of the Lord. | 

11:13 “Wherefore to Jeremiah also He said, ‘Pray not for this people, for | will not hear thee, not as 
wishing to stop his praying (for He earnestly longs for our salvation), but to terrify them; and this the 
prophet also seeing did not cease praying” YohnChr), 

11:18 Jeremiah here, as elsewhere, serves as a foreshadowing of Christ, the truly innocent lamb who 
was sacrificed by those who planned to exterminate His entire legacy. | ninl 
11:20 Anathoth: See 1:1. This explains, in part, Christ's saying regarding the rejection of a prophet in 


hometown (Lk. 4:24). 








11:17—12:5, 9-11, 14, 15 This passage is read on Holy Thursday and Holy Friday. 





— ir sons and daughters shall die by 
| mine. “There shall be no remnant of 
mn for I will bring calamities on the in- 
rapitants of Anathoth in the year of their 
visitation.” 

< Jeremiah Pleads His Case -e> 


O Lord, You are righteous, that I 

may plead my case with You, to 
speak to You concerning judgments. Why 
joes the way of the ungodly prosper, and 
ail who deal treacherously flourish?t 2You 
planted them, and they took root. They 
pear children and are fruitful. You are near 
in their mouth, but far from their mind. 
‘But You, O Lord, know me. You have 
proven my heart before You. Set them apart 
for the day of slaughter. *How long will the 
land mourn and the. grass of the field 
wither, because of the vices of those who 
dwell in it? The cattle and the birds are de- 
stroyed, because they-said, “God will not 
see our ways.” 


~ The Lord Answers Him 7 
“Your feet run and grew weary. How 
then will you prepare vourself to run with 
horses? You are confident when the land is 
peaceful, but what will you do when the 
Jordan floods the land?t But even your 
brothers and the house of your father dealt 
treacherously with you. They cried out and 
eathered together in pursuit of you. Do not 
tust them because they will speak fair 
Words to you. | 
“I forsook My house and left My inheri- 
ance. I gave My beloved inheritance into 
€ hands of its enemies.t 8For My inheri- 
ince became to Me like a lion in the forest. 
l dlsed its voice against Me; therefore, I 
„sted it. “ls not My inheritance the cave of 
aca to Me, or a cave it walks around? 
dther together all the wild beasts of the 


i 


a Here Jeremiah takes up a theme dealt with far more extensively in Job (see, for example, Job 12:6). 
~a If we grow weary in the trials of ordinary life, how do we expect to handle swift horses or floods? 


€ answer isti | 
27, g re through Christ. 


__ 25 
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field and let them come to devour her. 
lUMany shepherds destroyed My vineyard 
and defiled My portion. They turned My 
pleasant portion into an impassable desert. 
Ut was made a complete ruin. The whole 
land was utterly destroyed for My sake, be- 
cause there was no man who took it to 
heart. !2The tormentors come to every pas- 
Sage in the desert, because the sword of the 
Lord will devour from one end of the land 
to the other. No flesh has any peace. !23Sow 
fires and reap thorns. Their portions will 
not profit them. Be ashamed of your boast- 
ing because of your disgrace before the 
Lord.” 

t4For thus says the Lord: “Concerning all 
the evil neighbors who touch My inheri- 
tance, which I divided to My people Is- 
rael—behold, I shall draw them away from 
their land and will cast out Judah from 
their midst.t !5Then it shall come to pass, 
after I cast them out, that I will return them 
and have mercy on them. I will settle them, 
each in his inheritance and each in his 
land. !®It shall be that if they carefully learn 
the way of My people, to swear by My 
name, saying, ‘The Lord lives, as they 
taught My people to swear by Baal,:so they 
Shall be built as a nation in the midst of My 
people. '/But if they do not return, I will re- 
move that nation by destruction and ruin.” 


«=. The Sash: A Symbol of Israel «= 


Thus says the Lord: “Go and get 
yourself a linen sash and put it 
around your. waist, but let it not pass 
through the water.’t 2So I got the sash ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord, and put it 
around my waist. | | 
‘Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, *“Take the sash from around your 
waist. Arise and go to the Euphrates, and 
hide it there in a hole in the rock.”t 5So | 


he suffering of the Incarnate God. “Look with awe then at the Lord who was judged. He suf- 


ha imself to be led and carried by soldiers. Pilate sat in judgment, and He who sits onthe right 


12: ofthe Father, stood and was judged” (CyrJer). 


16 


( 
i OF Christ. 


Ng f linen sash was used as a loincloth. 


Peon} Jeremiah quickly changes his audience to the Gentiles, promising them inclusion among the 
Ple of God should they learn to worship Him. The full reality of this was not encountered until the 


fash t e Euphrates: Although residing in Judah, Jeremiah is commanded to go to Babylon to hide the 
destruct return later to uncover it, Although it is feasible Jeremiah took such a trip before the 
drin haa of the city, it is more likely that God transported him. Whether this happened in the body 


Spirit is unclear. 
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Lord commanded me. ‘Again it came to 
pass that after many days the Lord also 
Said to me, “Arise and go to the Euphrates, 


and take from there the sash I commanded | 


you to hide there.” 7Then I went to the Eu- 
phrates River and dug, and took the sash 
from the place where I buried it. Behold, it 
was rotted and good for nothing.t 

8Then the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, ®“Thus says the Lord: ‘In this man- 
ner I will: destroy the insolence of Judah 
and that of Jerusalem. The great inso- 
lence of those who are unwilling to obey 
My words. and who walk after foreign gods 
to serve and worship them, they shall be 
like this sash—good for nothing. For as a 
sash clings to the waist of a man; so] 
caused the house of Israel and‘the whole 
house of Judah to cling to Me, soas to be- 
come a notable people to Me, as a boast 
and a glory; but they would not listen to 
Me.’ | 

s Wine Bottles: A Warning to Israel 2> 

Thus you shall say to. this people: 
‘Every bottle shall be filled with wine.’ But 
if they say to you, ‘Do we not know for cer- 
tain every bottle will be filled with wine?’ 
i3Then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants 
of this land with intoxicating drink: their 
kings, the sons of David who sit on his 
throne, their priests, their prophets, and Ju- 
dah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. "1 
will scatter them, a man and his brother, to- 
gether with their fathers and their sons. I 
will not desire them,” says the Lord, “nor 
spare them, nor have compassion on them 
in their destruction.” ’” 


= How Long, O Jerusalem? => 
15] isten and give ear. Do not exalt your- 
selves, for the Lord has spoken. !®Give 
glory to the Lord your God before it grows 
dark, and causes your feet to stumble on 





13:7 Behold: The surprise is ironic. 


Judah would be ruined by her pride, The rotten sash is a picture of Judah (vv, 10, 
"If you will not hear it secretly, your soul 


13:17 This passage may be alternately translated, 


your pride.” That is, if you do not read the Law and the covenants spiritually, 
13:19 This verse suggests that Judah was so completely conquered, she provided a cla 
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went and hid it by the Euphrates as the 


Jeremiah knew very well the cloth would be rotted, just as he knew 


the dark mountains. You shall wait in antic. 
ipation of the light, but the shadow of death 
will be there; and they shall bring you into 
darkness. !7Now if you will not hear, your 
soul will weep secretly because of your in- 
solent countenance, and your eyes will 
bring forth tears, for the Lord’s flock is bro- 
ken apart.t !8Say to the king and to the no- 
bles, “Humble yourself and sit down, for 
your crown of glory is removed from your 
head.” 19The cities to the south were shut, 
and there was no one to open them. Judah 
is sent away completely as a settlement 
20Lift up your eyes, O Jerusalem, and see 
those who come from the north. Where is 
the flock given to you, the sheep of your 
glory? 2!What will you say when they visit 
you? For you taught them lessons in the be- 
ginning against yourself. Shall not pains of 
agony seize you, like a woman who gives 
birth? 22But if you say’ in your heart, “Why 
have these things happened to me?” Be- 
cause of the multitude of your wrongdo- 
ings, your backside was uncovered so your 
heels might be exposed. If an Ethiopian 
could change his skin or a leopard its spots, 
so you who learned evil might also be able 
to do good. | 
24Therefore I scattered them like sticks, 
carried by the wind into the desert. >This is 
your lot and your portion for your disobe- 
dience against Me,” says the Lord, “because 
you forgot Me and trusted in falsehoods. *l 
will uncover your backside to your face, 
and your dishonor will be seen. 27For | 
have seen your adultery and neighing, and 
the alienation of your fornication, the 
abomination of your fornication on te 
hills and in the fields. Woe to you, 
Jerusalem! For you were not cleansed so as 
to follow Me, How long will it still be?” 
|<, Sword, Famine, and Death 
] The word of the Lord came t0 
| Jeremiah concerning the drought 
saying,t 2“Judah mourns, and her gates ar 








iiai a | 
will weep for 
your soul will be left barren- 
ssic example 0 


how a country would be deported from that time on. sunk 
13:26 | will uncover your backside to your face: Physically speaking, this is an impossibility—and thet 


fore we must take it as a spiritual warning, Our backside is uncove 
aware that our sins and faults are seen by the whole world! 
14:1-10 The prophecy of a drought can refer to either a per 


God (v. 10), or both. 


red to our face when we become 


iod without rain (v. 4) or the judgment of 
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empty. They are darkened in the land, and | the Lord concerning the prophets who 
ne cry of Jerusalem goes up. 3Her nobles | prophesy lies in My tani I did not send 
gent their young ones for water, but they | them.’ They say, ‘Sword and famine shall 
und no water in the wells. So they re- | not be upon this land.’ They shall die in the 
turned with their water containers empty. | deathbed of sickness, for the prophets shall 
‘The works of the land failed, for there was | die in famine. 16The people to whom they 
no rain. The farmers were ashamed and | prophesy shall be cast into the thorough- 
covered their heads. *The deer also gave | fares of Jerusalem because of the edge of 
birth in the field, but left because there was | the sword and famine. There shall be no 
no grass. “Ihe wild donkeys stood in the | one to bury them, for even their wives, 
wooded glens and sniffed the wind. Their | sons, and daughters shall so die. I will pour 
eyes failed, for there was no grass because | Out their evils upon them. 
of the wrongdoing of the people.” l/“So you shall speak this word to them: 
‘Our sins rise up against us, O Lord. Do | ‘Let your eyes flow with tears night and 
to us for Your sake, because our sins are | day. Let'them not cease; for in ruin, the 
many before You; for we sinned against | daughter of My people was crushed to 
You. 8O Lord, the steadfast endurance of | Pieces, and her wound was very painful. !*If 
Israel, You deliver us in the time of evils. | 180 out into the plain, then behold, there 
Why have You become as a sojourner in | are the soldiers wounded by the sword. If I 
the land, and like a native of the land who | enter into the city, then behold, there is the 
turns elsewhere to lodge? *Will You be'like | Pain of famine, for priest and prophet have 
aman who sleeps, or as 3 man who is un- | traveled toia land they do not know? ? 
able to save? But You are in our midst, | =- “Have You utterly rejected Judah? Has 
0 Lord, and we are called by Your name. | Your soul departed from Zion? Why did You 
Do not forget us. | strike us, and there is no healing for us? We 
“Thus says the Lord to this people: | Waited for peace; but there was no good 
‘They love to wander and have not re. | thing: for a time of healing, but behold, 
frained from it; therefore, God is not | ere was trouble.“°We know,.O Lord, our 
pleased with them. Now He will remember | SÍNS and the wrongdoings of our fathers, 
their wrongdoings” | for we sinned against You. #!Stop for Your 
"Again the Lord said to me, “Do not pray | 22me’s sake. Do not destroy the throne of 
about this people for their good. 2When | YOU" glory. Remember, and do not break 
they fast Twill not hear their petition, and Your covenant with us. “Is there anyone 
when they present whole burnt offerings | 2™ong the idols of the Gentiles able to 
zA . a 7 > rain? Or will the sky yield its fullne 
and sacrifices, | will not take pleasure in E | A : = 
eee pein rawr ot at their request? Are You not He? There- 
em. For I will consume them by the |% soba see “i 
Sword, by the famine, and by death.” fore, since You made all these things, we 
lye bik | __ | Will wait for You.t 9 
Then I said, “O Lord, behold their AT 
Prophets prophesying, and say, ‘You shall œ The Lord Will Not Give In = | 
ot see the sword, nor shall there be famine | ] Then the Lord said to me, “Even if 
Fea ne You; for I will give you truth and Moses and Samuel stood before Me, 
pace in the land and in this place.’ ”? | My soul would. not be favorable toward 
) Dio en the Lord said to me, “The prophets | them. Send away this-people, and let them 
th Dhesy lies in My name. I have not sent | depart.t 2It shall be, that if they say to you, 
Dok, nor commanded them; nor have I | ‘Where should we depart?’ you shall say to 
divine to them. Because of false visions, | them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “As many as are 
bir ations, prophesying. by the way of | for death, to death, and as many as are for 
the sword, to the sword, and as many as are 
for famine, to famine, and as many as are 







































they and by the purposes of their hearts, 
~ Prophesy to you. !®Therefore thus says 


thee „Their Prophets: Jeremiah identifies here a group of prophets who generally told the ruling class 
the K wanted to hear. Their prophets, not “our” prophets, suggests distance between them and 


Mhic Returning to the theme of the drought, Jeremiah identifies God with the coming of the rain, ~ 
15; ~ Te made, | (Sa) | 

since od refuses Jeremiah’s intercession, but this is not to suggest His punishment was irreversible, 1 
ah herself, by obeying the Lord, could have averted her own destruction. | 


| i 
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for captivity, to captivity. ” 3I will punish 
them in four ways,” says the Lord, “the 
sword for slaughter, the dogs for tearing in 
pieces, the wild beasts of the earth and the 
birds of the sky for eating and destruction.t 
4] will deliver them into distress to all the 
kingdoms of the earth, because of Manas- 
seh son of Hezekiah, the king of Judah, for 
all he did in Jerusalem. 

5*Who will spare you, O Jerusalem? Who 
will fear for you? Who will turn back to ask 


says the Lord: “You will go backward, and I 
will stretch out My hand and destroy you. 


I will no longer leave them unpunished. "I | 


will scatter them in a. dispersion. In the 
gates of My people, they are deprived of 
children. They destroyed My people De- 
cause of their vices. "Their widows multiply 
more than the sand of the sea’ l brought 
upon the mother of a young son misery at 
midday. I suddenly cast upon her trembling 
and anxiety. She who gave birth to seven 
has been left empty, and her soul has suc- 
cumbed to misfortune. The sun set for her 
when it was still noonday. She was put to 
shame and insulted. I will give their rem- 
nant to the sword in the presence of their 
enemies.”t 
~. Jeremiah Senses Failure =- 


l0Woe is me, my mother! You gave birth 
to me as a man who is condemned and at 


variance with the whole earth. I have nei- 


ther helped anyone, nor has anyone helped 
me. My strength has failed among those 
who curse me. !!O Master, may this be the 
time of their prosperity. Surely | stood be- 
fore You in the time of their calamities and 


in the time of their affliction for their good | 


against the enemy. !?The Lord says, “Will 
iron be known? But your strength is a 
bronze covering. I will give your treasures 
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as plunder in all your boundaries, in ex- 
change for all your sins. '4For I will enslave 
you to your surrounding enemies in a land 
you have not Known. For a fire has been 
kindled from My anger, and it shall burn 
upon you.” 

150 Lord, remember me and visit me. 
Let me go unpunished because of those 
who persecute me. Do not bear long with 
them. Know how I have met with disgrace 
for Your sake at the hands of those who re- 
ject Your words. !®Make an end to them, 


-and Your word shall be the gladness and 
joy of my heart; for I am called by Your 


name, O Lord, the Almighty. "I did not sit 
in their council while they mocked, but | 
feared because of Your power. I sat alone, 
for I was filled with bitterness. !*Why do 
those who grieve me prevail against me? 
My wound is severe, but from where will | 
be healed? It has indeed become to me as 
deceitful water that has no faithfulness. 


~~, The Lord Restores Jeremiah SP 


\9Therefore thus says the Lord: “If you 
return, I will restore you, and you shall 


stand before My face. If you bring forth 
what is honorable from what is unworthy, 


you shall be as My mouth. They shall re- 


‘turn to you, but you shall not return to 


them.t 20] will cause you to be like a strong 
brazen wall to this people. They will fight 
against you, but not prevail, because [am 
with you to save you, @!to deliver you from 
the hand of evil men, and to set you free 
from the hand of pestilent men.” 
œ. Jeremiah’s Conduct and Message 

] “4 The Lord God of Israel says, “Do not 


take a wife,t 2nor shall you beget ei- 
ther a son or a daughter in this place.” 3For 


thus says the Lord concerning the sons an 


daughters begotten in this place, and their 





15:3 Four ways: See Ezk 14:21. The inclusion of beasts highlights the fact that when the Creator is in- 


censed against sinners, not even creation itself can hold back from rising against them. | 
15:9 The sun set... . at noonday: ” . .. plainly announced that obscuration of the sun which at the time 
of [Christ's] crucifixion took place from the sixth hour onwards, and that after this event, those days 
which were their festivals according to the law, and their songs, should be changed into grief and 
lamentation when they were handed over to the Gentiles” (Iren). 

15:18 Deceitful water: St. Cyprian calls this “the resemblance of baptism,” done under “a shadowy pre- 
tense,” Presumably, this is a reference to baptisms performed by those who stand outside of commun 


ion with the Church. 


15:19-21 God answers Jeremiah’s prayer (vv. 15-18) for protection from his persecutors very grac 


| am with you to save you (v. 20), 


iously: 


16:1 Here Jeremiah serves as a model for virginity, a virtue to be fully enshrined in Christ and His _ 
Mother. While in the case of Jeremiah, the virginity undertaken highlights the imminence of captivity 
in Christ's time it revealed the imminence of salvation. | 








mothers 
shall die by a death caused by disease, 
ind shall not be lamented or buried; for 
ney shall be as an example on the face of 
he land. They shall be for the wild beasts 
nf the earth and the birds of heaven; and 
hey shall fall by the sword and die of 


hunger. | 
sThus says the Lord: “Do not enter their 


mourning feast, nor go to lament and | 


srieve with them; for I have removed My 
peace from this people.* They must not 


mourn, nor cut themselves; and they shall | 


not shave themselves. ‘Bread shall not be 
hroken in mourning for them as a consola- 


tion for the dead, nor shall they give onea- 


cup to drink as-a consolation for his father 
and mother.t You shall not enter their ban- 
guet-house to sit with them or to eat and 
drink.” "For thus says the Lord God- of is- 
rael: “Behold, before your eyes and in your 
days, I will bring to an end from this place 
the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice 
of the bride. 

Tt shall come to pass that when you 
shall announce all these words to'this peo- 
ble and they say to you, ‘Why has the Lord 
pronounced all these evils against us? What 
‘ Our wrongdoing, and what sin did we 
tmmit before the Lord our God?’ '!!Then 
/0U shall say to them, ‘Because your fathers 
lorsook Me, says the Lord, ‘for they went 


after foreign gods; and they served and | 
Norshiped them. They forsook Me, and did 


Mot keep My law, !2But you acted in ways 
Hore evil than your fathers; for behold, you, 
ze One of you, walk after the evil plea- 
mo Of your heart and do not obey Me. 
refore I will cast you out of this land 
to a land neither you nor your fathers 


Wh uf and there you shall serve other gods, 
“9 will 





show you no mercy.’ 
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who gave birth to them, and their | 
fathers who beget them in this land: 4“They | 


JEREMIAH 17:3 


=, God’s Promise to Jew and Gentile = 
14“Therefore behold, days are coming,’ 
says the Lord, “when no more will they say, 





‘The Lord lives who brought up the chil- 
dren of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ but, 


‘The Lord lives who brought up the house 
of Israel from the land of the north, and 


from all the countries where they were 


driven out. For I will restore to them their 


land which I gave to their fathers." 








l6“Behold, I will send many fishermen, 
and they will fish them. After this, I will 
send many hunters, and they will hunt 
them upon every mountain, upon every hill, 
and out of the holes of the rocks.t For My 
eyes are on all their ways, and their wrong- 
doings are not concealed from My eyes. 
18For I will repay double for their evil and 
their wrongdoings, whereby they dese- 
crated My land with the carcasses of their 
abominations and: filled My inheritanc 
with their lawlessness,” : 

2O Lord, my strength, my help, and my 
refuge in the day of evils, to You the Gen- 
tiles shall come from the ends of the earth 
and say, “How false were the idols our fa- 
thers acquired for themselves, and there is 
nothing beneficial in them.”t 

20“Tf a man will create gods for himself,” 
says the Lord, “even so, they are not gods. 
21Because of this, behold, I will show them 
My hand at this time and make known to 
them My power; and they will come to 


know that My name is the Lord. 
] if “Cursed is the man who puts his hope 
in man, and who will strengthen 
the flesh of his arm in him, and withdraws 
in his heart from the Lord.t 2For he shall 
be like a shrub in the desert. He shall not 
see when good things come, but shall dwell 
in salt lands along the sea and in the desert, 


~. The Agony of Apostasy 7- 


in a salt land where no one dwells. 3But 


sa 7 Mourning and consolation are forbidden to Jeremiah. But whereas this was commanded to 
Miah because of the disgrace of the nation, in Christ we will cease to mourn because of the glory of 


a rection, 


bes It is in light of the glory of the Resurrection that we Christians mourn the dead in Christ with the 


16:4 and cup of the Eucharist. 


erg. 
Lay the repentance of the Gentiles 


thy. The shrub here is the tamarisk. St, Basil the Great notes, “it is an aquatic plant [it needs water], 
Ig covers the desert. Thus Jeremiah compares it to the worst of characters—the double charac- 
ater, St, James would write, “a double-minded man [is] unstable in all his ways" (Jam 1:8), 


. m_i e 
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blessed is the man who puts his trust in the 
Lord, for the Lord shall be his hope. *He 





Shall be like a flourishing tree alongside | 


the waters which spreads its roots toward 
the moisture. He will not fear when the 
burning heat comes, for he shall be like the 


root in a grove in the year of drought. He | 


shall not fear, for he shall be like a tree that 
does not cease yielding its fruit. 


“The heart is deep beyond all things, | 


and it is the man. Even so, who'can know 
him?t 6], the Lord, examine hearts and test 
minds, to give each man according to his 
ways and the fruits of his practices. “A par- 
tridge coos and collects eggs she did not 
lay. So isa man who obtains his wealth, but 
not with judgment. in the midst of his days 
his riches wili forsake him, and at the time 
of his end he will be foolish.” | 

8An exalted throne of glory is our sanctu- 
ary. 90 Lord, the patient endurance of- Is- 
rael, let all who forsake You be ashamed. 
“Let those who fall away from Me in apos- 
tasy be written in the earth, that they for- 
sook the Lord, the fountain ot life.” 


= Jeremiah’s Prayer for Protection -=> 


l0Heal me, O Lord, and [ shall be healed: | 
Save me, and I‘shail be saved; for You are | 


my boast. !'Behold, they say to me, “Where 
is the word of the Lord? Let it come.” !*But 
I have not become weary in following after 
You, nor have I desired the day of man. You 
know the words that proceed from my lips 
are before Your face. '3Do not be as a 
stranger to me, and spare me in the evil 
day. Let those who persecute me be put to 
shame, but may I not be ashamed. May 
they, but not I, be terrified. Bring upon 
them an evil day and crush them with a 
double destruction. 


= Sanctify the Sabbath .~ 
i5Thus says the Lord: “Go and stand in the 
gates of the sons of your people through 





— L130 | a 
which the kings of Judah come in and go 











out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem 
l6You shall say to them, ‘Hear the word of 
the Lord, you kings of Judah and all Judea, 
and all of Jerusalem, who enter by these 
gates. Thus says the Lord: “Guard your 
souls, and take up no burdens on the Sab- 
bath days; neither go out through the gates 
of Jerusalem. '8On the Sabbath days, carry 
no burdens with you from your houses, nor 
do any work. Instead, sanctify the Sabbath 


days, as I commanded your fathers. But 


they did not hear, and did not incline their 


| ears: 9They stiffened their neck more than 


their fathers, so as not to hear Me or re- 
ceive instruction. | 

20"Thus it shall come to pass that if you 
hear Me,” says the Lord, “so as not to carry 


burdens through the gates of this city on 


the Sabbath: days, but to sanctify the Sab- 
bath days and do no work therein, “then 
there shall enter through the gates of this 
city kings and rulers, sitting on the throne 
of David and riding in their chariots and on 
their horses, they and their rulers, men of 


| Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 


This city itself shall be inhabited forever. 
22They shall come from the cities of Judah, 
and from around Jerusalem and the land of 
Benjamin, and from the lowlands and the 
mountains, and from the south, bringing 
whole burnt offerings and a sacrifice, and 
incense, manna, and frankincense. They 
will bring praise to the house of the Lord. 

23“But it shall come to pass that if you 
will not hear Me so as to sanctify the Sab- 
bath days, and bear no burdens, nor entè! 
the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbat 
days, then I will kindle a fire in her gates. l 


| will consume the streets of Jerusalem ane 


will not be quenched.” ’” 


æ Potter and Clay . 

| The word that came from the Lord 
O to Jeremiah, saying,t 2“Arise and £0 
down to the potter’s house, There you sha 


17:5 The heart is deep beyond all things: St. John Chrysostom labors the point that only God can know 


men’s hearts, citing Ps 7:9; 1Kg 16:7; 2Chr 6:30; and Mt 9:3, 4, 

17:15-23 Jeremiah delivers the word of the Lord that Israel should stop violating the Sabbath. The © 
ward for obedience is a gathering of the nations into Jerusalem to offer sacrifice (vv. 21, 22). Although 
this was done after the exile, it was not completely fulfilled until the Gentiles joined the procession ® 


the Day of Pentecost. 


18:1-10 This is the passage referred to by St. Paul in Rom 9:21, and it highlights the Apostle’s intention 
The ability of the potter to do what he wants with his pots is always present. But God, as the goo pot 
ter, does with His vessels according to the obedience or disobedience of the vessels. He makes go0% 
vessels, but vessels can choose evil and crumble in His hands without His intervention, But out of the | 
rubble, the potter is able to recreate something beautiful. | | Jun st Me ee 
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j 
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~My words.” 3Then I went down to the 
ter’ house, and behold, he was forming 








: pomething of wet clay upon the stones, | 


ihe vessel he formed in his hands failed, 
„he again made himself another vessel as 
pleased him to do. : 


sAgain the word of the Lord came to me, 
| ying, “Surely as this potter, am I not able 


ig form you, O house of Israel? Behold, you 
are as the clay of the potter in My hands, 7] 


| shall declare a decree concerning a nation 
| pra kingdom, to remove and destroy them. 
| ut if this nation turns away from all their 


evils, then I will repent concerning: the 
calamities I considered to do to them. If I 
shall declare a decree concerning a nation 


| o a kingdom to rebuild and to plant it, 
| “put they do evils in My sight so as not to 


hear My voice, then I will repent concern- 
ing the good I spoke to do for them. 
“Therefore now, speak to the men of Ju- 


| dah and those inhabiting Jerusalem for Me, 


saying, ‘Behold, I form calamities and de- 


' vise a plan against you. Therefore. let each 


| tum away from his way of evil and do good 


l 


in your practices.’ ” 


œ God’s Warning Is Spurned > 
“But they said, “We will act like men and 


| Walk after our inclinations, and each one of 


ls will do the evils pleasing to his heart.” 


“Therefore thus says the Lord: “Ask | 


tow of the Gentiles, ‘Who has heard of 


| Uch exceedingly horrible things as what 


€ virgin of Israel did?’ !4Will nourishing 


| Seams of water not flow from rocks or 


e 
tay 


i Dlan 
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low from Lebanon? Will water turn aside | 


when violently pushed by the wind? !5For 
-Y people have forgotten Me. They offer 
icénse in vain and are sick in their ways. 
“aving the ancient ways to embark on im- 
éssable paths, 
: d for destruction and a perpetual hiss- 
‘All "who pass through it shall be 
azed and shake their head. 7I will scat- 
them like a burning wind before the 
of their enemies. I will show them the 
9f their destruction.” 
Wm Seremiah Is Ridiculed 7> 
Then they said, “Come and let us devise 
against Jeremiah, for the law shall 


Not 
“trish from the priest, nor counsel from 





Maing os 
i "St Christ, to destroy Him (Mk 3:6). 
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l6s9 as to appoint their | 





the Jews sought to devise a plan against Jeremiah to strike him down, so they also plotted | 


JEREMIAH 19:6 


the intelligent, nor a word from the prophet. 
Come and let us strike him down with the 
tongue, and we will hear all his words.”t 

O Lord, hear me, and give ear to the 
voice of my plea for what is right. 2°Surely 
evil things are repaid for good things; for 
they spoke words against my soul and con- 
cealed punishment meant for me. But re- 
member, I stood before You to speak good 
things for them, so as to turn away Your 
wrath from them. 2!Therefore give their 
sons to the famine and gather them to the 
power of the sword. Let their wives become 
childless and widowed, and let their men 
be put to death. In war, let their young men 
fall by the sword. 22Let a cry be heard in 
their houses, for You shall bring robbers 
upon them suddenly, because they formed 
a plan to take me and hid snares against 
me. “QO Lord, You know all their counsel 
against me so as to put me to death. Do not 
let their wrongdoings go unpunished, nor 
blot out their sins from-before Your face. 
Let their weakness come before You, and in 
tne time of Your anger deal with them: 





æ Broken Jar, Broken City = 
Then the. Lord said to me, “Go and 
| obtain an earthen-baked. wine-jar, 
and you Shall lead some of the elders of the 
people and some of their elder priests 2out 
to the graveyard of. the sons of their chil- 
dren, by the entry of the Gate of Charsith. 
There you shall read all the words I will 
speak to you.t *You shall say, ‘Hear the 
word of the Lord, O kings and men of 
Judah, you inhabitants of Jerusalem and all 
entering by these gates. Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I bring 
calamities upon this place, that whoever 
hears of it, both his ears will ring. 
4“Because they forsook Me, and alien- 
ated this place, and offered incense in it to 
foreign gods, which neither they nor their 
fathers knew, and because the kings of Ju- 
dah filled this place with the blood of the 
innocent and built high places for Baal so 


as to burn up their sons in the fire, which 


things | did not command or speak, nor 


| consider in My heart. Therefore behold, 


days are coming,” says the Lord, “when this 
place shall no longer be called the Fall, or 
the Graveyard of the Son of Hinnom, but the 





: Wg 'aVeyard: So called because the Israelites had offered their children to Baal and Molech there 


34 Also, this is the place where the people of Judah were to be buried after the siege. 
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Graveyard of Slaughter. 7For I shall destroy 
the counsel of Judah and the counsel of 
Jerusalem in this place. I shall cause them to 
fall by the sword before their enemies and 





by the hands of those who seek their lives. I. 


will give their dead as food for the birds of 
heaven and for the wild animals of: the 
earth. 8I will appoint this city for desolation 


and for hissing. Everyone passing by it will 


scowl and hiss because of all her misfor- 
tune. They shall eat' the flesh of their sons 
and daughters, and each shall eat the flesh 
of those in the passage who are his neigh- 
bors in the blockade;.and in the siege in 
which their enemies shall besiege them,’ ”t 

“Then you shall break the wine-jar in 
the sight of the: men who come out with 
you, tand you'shall say to them,“Thus'says 
the Lord: “In this way I will break this peo- 
ple and this city, as:‘one breaks an earthen 
vessel which cannot be made whole again: 

Thus I will do to this'place.” says the 


Lord, “and to those who-dwell in it, so this | 


city may be given as one that crumbles in 
pieces. Therefore the houses of Jerusalem 
and the houses of the kings of Judah shall 
be as a place that crumbles because of the 
uncleanness in all their houses; where they 
burnt incense upon their housetops to all 
the host of heaven and poured drink offer- 
ings to foreign gods” ” | | 

Then Jeremiah came from the place of 
the Fall, where the Lord sent him to proph- 
esy. He stood in the court of the Lord’s 
house and said to all the people, “Thus 
says the Lord: ‘Behold, I bring upon this 
city, and on all the cities and villages be- 
longing to it, all the calamities I declared 
against it, because they hardened their 
neck so as not to obey My words,’ ” 


= God’s Warning to Pashhur 7- 


Now Pashhur the son of Immer, the 

priest who was also appointed goy- 
ernor in the house of the Lord, heard 
Jeremiah prophesying these words.t 2He 
struck him and cast him into the stockade 
by the gate of the house set apart near the 
house of the Lord, *Later Pashhur brought 
Jeremiah out of the stockade, and Jeremiah 
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| the hand of those who are evil.t 


said to him, “The Lord does not call 
name Pashhur, but Emigrant. c 

“For thus says the Lord; ‘Behold, | will 
give you and all your friends as an emigrant 
in a foreign land. They shall fall by the 
sword of their enemies, and your eyes shall 
see it. I will give you and all Judah into the 
hands of the king of Babylon. They shall de- 
port them as immigrants and cut them with 
their swords. °For I shall give all the strength 
of this city, all its labors and its treasures of 
the kings of Judah, into the hands of its en- 
-emies. They will carry them to Babylon. 
6You, and all who dwell in your house, shall 
go in captivity to Babylon: There you shall 
die and be buried—you and all your friends 
to whom you prophesied lies, ” 


your 


_._._« Jeremiah Is Despised = — 

‘O Lord, you deceived me, and | was de- 
ceived. You seized; me. and prevailed. [ama 
laughingstock, for every day I am mocked 
continually.t 8Since I laugh with my bitter 
word, I will call upon faithlessness and mis- 
ery, for the word of the Lord has becomea 


| disgrace to me and a joke each of my days. 
| 9Then I said, “I will not name the name of 


the Lord, nor speak anymore in His name.” 

But His word was like a burning fire in my 
bones. I am weakened on all sides and no 
longer able to bear it. !°For I heard the cen- 
sure of many who gathered round, saying, 
“Let us and all themen who are his friends 
confront and conspire against him. Let us 
observe his intention and see if he can be 
deceived, for we will prevail against him 
and be avenged on him.” 

But the Lord was with me as a mighty 
warrior, Therefore they persecuted me, but 
were unable to discern anything they 
could use against me. They were greatly 
ashamed, for they did not understand thet 
dishonor, which will never be forgotten. 
120 Lord, You who approve righteous acts: 
who understand the minds and hearts. 
may I see Your vengeance upon them, for 
revealed my defense before You. ; 

'3Sing to the Lord, sing praises to Him 
for He delivers the soul of the poor from 





19:9 The sin of cannibalism was later confessed by the people of Judah (7:31; Bar 2:3). — 
20:1 Pashhur: A priest and the first civil authority to try to coerce Jeremiah into giving false prophe% 
20:7-18 This is the song of complaint that Jeremiah offers to God from prison. Although tempted to 
neglect his call as a prophet, Jeremiah cannot help but act on it (v, 9). pA > al atA 
20:13 A burst of exaltation in the midst of depression, Jeremiah exemplifies the attitude of hope fou" 


among martyrs. In facing evil persecution, the saints were always aware of the overwhelming powe" 
and authority of God, | AN ae Erp | st te E, 


i 


Te ates —- --—n — ae 
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Cul = ged be the day I was bornithe day 
other bore me. Let it not be longed 
isCursed be the man who brought the 
ot gnews to my father, saying, “A boy has 
peen born to you ”t l6Let that man be'as 
hese cities the Lord destroyed in anger, 
d did not regret it. Let them hear crying 
nearly morning and lamentation at noon, 
‘pecause He did not kill me in the womb of 
my mother, and because my mother did not 
pecome my tomb, and her womb an unend- 
ing conception.t !8Why is it I came’ forth 
tom her womb, to look upon hardships 
| ond sufferings and to remain in shame all | 
| my days? 
m God|Spurns Jerusalem SR 


) The word came from ‘the Lord to 
i Jeremiah, when King Zedekiah sent 
to him Pashhur the son of :Melchiah and 
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah; the priest.t 
They said to him, “Inquire of the Lord for 
u—for the king of Babylon besieges us—if 
the Lord will act according to ail His won- 
zi works, and the kin» will depart from 
| US; 

Jeremiah said to them, “Thus you shall 
say to Zedekiah, king of Judah, #“Thus says 
| the Lord: “Behold, I turn back your weapons 
f war to gather them in the midst of this 
aly, Weapons with which you wage war 
anst the Chaldeans, who shut you in from 
| Sulside the wall. 5For I will fight against you 
| "th an outstretched hand and a powerful 
„With anger and wrath and with great 
vocation. 6] will strike all the inhabitants 
1 this city, men and cattle, with a great 
‘ah. Indeed they shall die, 7After this,” 
e the Lord, “I will deliver Zedekiah king 
udah, his servants, and the people left in 
3 city from death and from famine, and 
ord, into the hands of their enemies who 
“x their lives. They shall cut them down 
he the edge of the sword. I shall not spare 

ee have compassion upon them.’ ” 
A ‘i W you shall say to this people, ‘Thus 
e Lord: “Behold, | set before you the 






way of life and the way ‘of death.t 9He who 
remains in this city shall die by sword and 
famine, but he who goes out to the 
Chaldeans who shut you in, he shall live. 
His life shall be as booty to him, and he 
Shall live. "For I have set My face against 
this city for calamities and not for good 
things. It shall. be given into the hands of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall Pou it 
with fire.’ ” 


æ A Word to the House of David = 


“O, house of the king of Judah, thee the 
word of the Lord:.!2‘O house of David, thus 
says the Lord: “Bring about judgment early 
| in the morning, and act uprightly, and de- 
liver him who is plundered from the hand 
of the one who wrongs him, lest My wrath 
be kindled like fire that shall burn with no 
one to queneh it. “Behold, I am against you 
who dwell in the valley of Sor, in the plain, 
who: say, ‘Who will. terrify us?? Or, ‘Who 
shall enter our dwelling?’t 4For J -will-kin- 
dle a fire ints woods and it shall devouri all 
things round about it i 


2 Thus says the Lord: “Go JSW to 
=/ the house of the king- -of Judah, and 
there you shall speak this word, 2and you 
shall say, ‘Hear the word. of the Lord, O 
king of Judah} you who sit on the throne of 
David, you and your house and your peo- 
ple, and those who enter these gates! 3Thus 
says the Lord: “Bring about judgment and 
righteousness, and rescue the plundered 
from the hand of the one who wrongs him. 
Do not oppress and act ungodly toward the 
resident alien, the orphan; or the widow. Do 
not shed:nnocent blood in this place. 4For 
if you will indeed perform this word, there 
Shall enter through the gates of this house 
kings who:sit on the throne of David. They 
Shall ride on horses and in chariots—they, 
their servants, and their people. But if you 
| do not perform these words I Myself have 
sworn,” says the Lord, “this house shall be- 
come a desolation. IU ER A £ 















4 th Who brought the good news: This is ng same concept as expressed i in the NT when a boy was 
| 201 at is, the gospel. r) OLTI \b = 
be gray ending conception: Jeremiah wishes that his mother had Ampy carried his a with her to) 
Er ashhur A priest; a different Pashhur ra the one mentioned in 20:1. ie WG) 

tg Ng of Babylon; Although rarely named in the LXX, Nebuchadnezzar is the one referred to. 

| Mih ar, al declaration of two paths of life and death was to remind Israel they had abandoned me Law, 
4, 13 0 Set forth these two ways for the people of Israel (Dt 30:15). | | 

"The same people who were the recipients of Ezekiel's prophecy in Ezk 26. 
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house of the king of Judah: “You are Gilead 
to Me, the head of Lebanon. Yet I will surely 
make you as a wilderness, and your cities 
shall not be inhabited.t 7I will bring against 
you a man who destroys with his two- 
edged ax; and they shall cut down your 


choice cedars and cast them into the fire. | 


8Then nations will pass through this city, 
and each will say to his neighbor, ‘Why has 
the Lord done so to this great city?’ They 
will answer, ‘Because they forsook the 
covenant of the Lord their God, and wor- 
shined foreign gods and served them. ” 
0Weep not for the dead, neither lament. 
Weep bitterly for him who goes away, for 
he shall return no more to see his native 
land. | | 
= A Word to the Sons of Josiah => 
lFor thus says the Lord concerning 
Shallum the son of Josiah, who reigned in 
the place of Josiah his father, who left this 
place: “He shall not return here anymore,! 
i2byt he shall die in the place where | have 
exiled him. He shall see this land no more.t 
13“\Woe to him who builds his house 
without righteousness and his rooms up- 
stairs without judgment, who employs his 
neighbor for nothing and will not give him 
his pay! You built for yourself a well- 
proportioned house with breezy rooms up- 
stairs, lined with windows, cedar panels, 
and painted with vermilion. 15Shall you 
reign, for you provoked Me as did your fa- 


ther Ahaz? They shall not eat and drink. It 
is better for you to bring about good judg- 


ment and righteousness.t They did not 
understand and judge the cause of a lowly 


or poor man. Is this your not knowing 


Me?” says the Lord. 17“Behold, neither your 
eyes nor your heart are good for anything 


except for covetousness and the shedding of | 


innocent blood, and for committing wrong- 
doing and murder,” 

'8Therefore thus says the Lord to Je- 
hoiakim the king of Judah, the son of 
Josiah: “Woe to this man. They shall not 





cedars. 
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6For thus says the Lord concerning the 


| 28Jeconiah is dishonored like a wort 


| against those who tend My peop! 





22:6 Gilead/Lebanon: The former was famous for its spices (8:20); the latter was renowne 










mourn for him, saying, ‘Oh brother!’ Nei- 
ther shall they weep for him, saying, ‘Alas 
master!’ 19But he shall be buried with the 
burial of a donkey, and they will drag him 
out to be discarded beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem.t | 

20“Go up to Lebanon and cry out, and lift 
up your voice in Bashan. Shout to the far- 
away places of the sea that all your lovers 
are crushed. 2!For I spoke to you concern- 
ing your transgression, but you said, ‘I will 


not hear.” This has been your way from 


your youth. You do not hear My voice. “The 


| wind shall tend all your shepherds, and 


your lovers shall go into captivity, for then 
you will be shamed and treated with dis- 
honor because of all your lovers. **Those 
who dwell in Lebanon:and who make their 


| nest in the cedar trees, you shall groan 


when pangs come upon you, as those of a 
woman giving birth. 
~ A Word to Jeconiah -7> 

24“A s I live.” says the Lord, “though Jeco- 
niah king of Judah, the son of Jehoiakim, 
were the signet on My right hand, still I 
would drag off all of you. I will give you 
into the hands of those who seek your life, 
into the hands of the Chaldeans, before 
whose face you are afraid. 2°So I will cast 
all of you, and your mother who bore you, 
into a country where you were not born. 
There you shall die. 27But they shall not rè- 
turn to the land they long for in their te 

ess 
vessel, for he is cast forth and driven out 
into a land he did not Know. 

20 land, land, hear the word of the 
Lord: 20Write this man as a banished man, 
for none at all from his seed shall be raise 
to sit on the throne of David, or still as a 
ruler in Judah.” 

= The Righteous Orient > 
P 3 “Woe to the shepherds who scatte! 
ture!” 


and destroy the sheep of My o 
2Therefore thus says the se 
e: 


have scattered My sheep and driven them 


d for its fine 





22:11 Shallum: An alternative name for Jehoahaz. The custom of calling one person by different name 


is found throughout Scripture, 


22:12 In the place: Egypt (4Kg 12:31-34; 2Chr 36;1-4). 

22:15 They; Not only Ahaz, but all the deceased kings. 

22:19 The type of death he incurred Is recounted in 2Chr 36:6. 

22:30 Zedekiah, the successor to Jeconiah, was his kinsman (2Chr 36:10). 








“it You did not care for them, Behold, I 
gall punish you according to your evil 


ractices. *I will receive the remnant of My 


ople from every land Where I have driven 
hem. I will establish them in their pasture, 
and they shall increase and be multiplied,t 
will set up shepherds over them who will 
feed them. They shall fear no more, nor be 
terrified,” says the Lord.t 

Behold, days are coming.” Says the 
Lord, “when I will raise up for David the 
Righteous Orient, and a King shal] reign. 
He will understand and bring about judg- 
ment and righteousness on the earth.t ®In 
His days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell in confidence. This is His name 


by which the Lord will call him: ‘The Lord | 


Our Righteousness.’ ”t 7The Lord ‘says, 
‘Therefore behold, days are coming when 
they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives 
who brought up the house of Israel from 
the land of Egypt,’t 8but they will say, ‘The 
Lord lives who gathered all the descen- 
dants of Israel from the north country. from 
all the countries where He Grove them. and 
restored them into their land. ” 


æ. False Prophets and Priests -> 
‘Among the prophets, my heart is broken 
within me, and all my bones are shaken. I 
am as a broken-down man overcome with 
| Wine, because of the Lord’s presence and 
the excellence of His glory. Because of 
these things, the land mourns and the pas- 
_ lures of the desert are dried up. Their way 


| % life has become evil, and so has their 
strength. | 


| ed, and I see their evils within My house,” 
| ays the Lord. !2“Therefore let their way be 

em as a fall into darkness; and they 
| Sall be tripped up and fall therein, be- 
| “use in the year of their visitation I will 





f | 
x love there is no fear (1Jn 4:18), 


} Stnat 


) Ba" 5ee note on 16:15. 





. 


Ret both prophet and priest are de- 





heaven and earth?” says the Lord. 25*] 


23 God promises the increase of His flock without the assistance of the negligent shepherds. 





a REMIAHY 23:25 
bring calamities upon them. '!%[n the 
prophets of Samaria I have seen lawless ac- 
tions. They prophesy through Baal and 
lead astray My people Israel. \4Also in the 


| prophets of Jerusalem I have seen horrible 


things. They commit adultery and walk in 
lies. They strengthen the hands of evil men, 
So they might not turn back each from his 
evil path. They are to me like Sodom, and 
her inhabitants like Gomorrah.” |There- 
fore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will feed 
them pain and give them bitter water to 
drink, because from the prophets of 
msde defilement goes’ out into all the 
and.” | 

'8Thus says the Lord Almighty: “Do not 
listen to the words of the prophets, for they 


; invent a futile vision for themselves. They 


speak from their own heart, and not from 
the mouth of the Lord.t They say to those 


| who reject the word of the Lord, ‘You shall 
| have peace.’ To those who walk according 


to their own wishes, and to everyone who 
walks in the error of his heart, they say, ‘No 
evil shall come upon yout '8For who 
stands in the camp of the Lord and sees His 
word? Who gives ear to His word and hears 
it? I9Behold, there is an earthquake from 
the Lord, and wrath goes forth as an earth- 
quake. It shall come violently on the un- 
godly. “The anger of the Lord shall not 
turn away until He establishes it, because 
of the undertaking of His heart. They shall 
understand this in the last days. ^I did not 


send these prophets, but they went forth. I 


did not speak to them, but they prophesied. 
221f they had stood in My counsel and heard 
My words, then they would have turned my 
people away from their evil practices. 

23“T am a God who is near,” says the Lord, 
“and not a God afar off. 24Can a man hide 
in secret, and I not see him? Do I not fill 


his Verse was fulfilled only in Christ, who puts an end to all fear and terror. He is love, and in per- 


‘3 Behold, days are coming: This phrase indicates the next prophecy deals with a great future event. 
Up for pain ‘he Rightechs Baie Christ is the Orient, the perfect light from the East whose In- 
lon, death, descent. Resurrection, and Ascension rises to David. We sing of Christ at the 

aments'of marri d ordination, “Orient is His name.” 

v: Sees a alae ee il | people will be saved. 
2, _® Lord our Righteousness is Jesus Christ, who will come that Judah and all peop 


an | hal Iti hallmark of a false prophet is that he is the source of 
h 4 naak from their Harp eh nghe Aane sg man inventors of their own novelties, 
Of rror of his tie literally, “things they want,” emphasizing that the fault lies in the decisions 
Me false Prophets, not in some outside, compulsory force, | 


JEREMIAH 23:26 
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heard what the prophets said, and what lies 


they prophesied in My name; saying 


falsely, ‘I have dreamed a dream.’ 2sHow 
long shall this be in the heart of the 
prophets who prophesy lies, when: they 
prophesy the. wishes of their heart? 27They 
reason by their dreams so men will forget 
My law. Each prophet tells his neighbor to 
forget Me, as their fathers forgot My name 
in their worship of Baal. 28The prophet in 
whom there is a dream, let him tell his 
dream; and the prophet in whom there is 
My word, let him tell it truthfully. What is 
chaff in comparison to wheat?,So are My 


words,” says the Lord. Are not My words | * | 
the rulers, the craftsmen, the prisoners, 


like a blazing. fire?” says: the Lord, “Are 
they not like an ax striking a rock? | 

30“Rehold therefore, | am: against the 
prophets,” says. the Lord God, “who steal 
My words,.each prophet from his neighbor, 
3iBehold; I am: awainst.che prophets, who 
are drowsy and. cui forth prophecies as 
mere words..°2Behold, I am against the 

rophets who prophesy. false dreams, and 
they relate them. They lead My. people 
astray with their lies and in their deceits. 
Yet.I did not send them or command them. 
Therefore, they shall not profit-this people 
at all.” 

33The Lord says, “So if these people, or.a 
prophet, or a priest, ask you, saying, ‘What 


is the burden of the Lord?’ you shall then | 


say to them, ‘You are the burden, and I will 
strike you down.’ *4As for the prophet and 
the priest and the people who say, ‘The bur- 
den of the Lord, then I will take vengeance 
on that man and his house. “Thus each 
shall say to his neighbor, and each to his 


brother, ‘What has the Lord answered? 


What has the Lord spoken?’ “Do not men- 
tion the burden of the Lord anymore, for 
the burden on a man shall be his word. 
37'But why,’ you say, ‘has the Lord our God 
spoken?’ 28Therefore thus says the Lord 
God: ‘Because you spoke this word: “The 
burden of the Lord”; therefore I instructed 
you, saying, “You shall not say, “The burden 
of the Lord; ” Therefore behold, I take 
and strike you, and the city I gave to you 


and to your fathers. 1 will bring everlast-. 


ing disgrace upon you, and a perpetual dis- 
honor which shall not be forgotten,’ 





24:1-10 By distinguishing two baskets of fig 


sage that our Lor 


2 





end in the land | gave to them. 


s, the Lord makes it clear that not every single person 





say, ‘The Lord lives who brought the house 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ “but, 
“The Lord lives who brought all the seed of 
Israel from the north, and from all the 
countries where He banished them, and re- 
stored them to this land.’ ” 


«n. Two Baskets of Figs 7 | 
| The Lord showed me two baskets of 
figs set before the temple of the 
Lord, after Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon carried away captive Jeconiah 
king of Judah, the son of Jehoiakim, and 


and the wealthy men from Jerusalem, and 
brought them to Babylon.t One basket was 
full of very good figs, like the first figs that 
ripened. The other basket was full of very 
bad figs which no one could eat, because 
they were rotten. 3Then the Lord said to 
me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I replied, 
“Good figs, very good figs, and also bad 


figs, figs too rotten to eat.” 


‘The word of the Lord came to me, say- 


ing, 5“Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘As 


these good figs, so will I acknowledge that 
for good things | settled the tribe of Judah 
in a far land, whom I sent from this place 
into the land of Chaldea. ®For I will set My 
eyes on them for good things, and restore 
them to this land for good things. | will 


build them up, and not tear them down. | 


will plant them, and not pluck them up. 
7Then I will give them a heart to know Me, 
that I am the Lord; and they shall be to Me 
as a people, and I will be to them as God. 
They shall return to Me with their whole 
heart, 

‘As for the bad figs, too rotten to eat— 
surely thus says the Lord—'I shall deliver 
them to Zedekiah the king of Judah, his no- 
bles, and the remnant of Jerusalem, those 
left in this land, and those dwelling 0 


Egypt. °I will cause them to be dispersed 


into all the kingdoms of the earth, and they 
will be for a disgrace, for a parable, for a ba; 
tred, and for a curse in every place where | 
drive them. VI will send famine, death, ane 
the sword to them, until they come to an 


1n 





in 
i | in ity, t ith it hat were to © 

the land was to be taken away into captivity, but only the worst. In fact, it seems that as some \ i 

be deported, others of those already exiled were brought back, It may have been in light of this pe 1 


d Jesus Christ commanded usto judge a tree by its fruit (Mt 7:16-20). "= 











z < Seventy Years of Disgrace men 


In the fourth year of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, the son of Josiah, the word 
ame to Jeremiah concerning all the people 


| i t Judah and all inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
ing, ° In the thirteenth year of Josiah 
oe of Judah, the son of Amos, even to this 
| day, in the twenty-third year, I spoke to you 
| early in the morning, saying,t 4J sent My 
servants the prophets to you, sending them 
arly in the: morning (but you did not listen; 
nor did you incline your ear to hear), say- 
ing, ““Let each of you turn away from his 
ni way and evil practices, and dwell in the 
| jand I gave to you and your fathers from 
ages past and forever. "Do not go after for- 
eign gods to serve and worship them, so 
you may not provoke Me with-the works of 
your hands, to harm you.”!7Yet you have not 
listened to Me.” | 
‘Therefore thus says the Lord: “Because 
you have not believed My: words, “behold, I 
shall even send a family from the northand 
lead them, against, this iland; and. against 
ihose living in it, and against ali the nations 
round about her. I will make it desolate and 
five it up to destruction. I will render it:a 
hissing and a perpetual disgrace. 0I will 
destroy from them the voice of joy and the 
wice of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
| 00m and the voice of the bride, and the 
lagrance of ointment and the light of the 
lamp, A11 the land shall be for desolation, 
| &d for seventy years they shall serve 
‘mong the Gentiles, !2When the seventy 
years are fulfilled, I will take vengeance on 
at Nation, and I will appoint them for per- 
a destruction. 13] will bring upon that 
4 all things written in this book.” 
hat Jeremiah prophesied against the 
ations of Elam:t 






"For | Shall bring agains) Elam the 


5. 
hs * Fourth year: 606/605 Bc. 
My east of Babylon. ; 


te 


137 





¢Judah,t which he spoke to all the people 


dall My words I pronounced against it, 


Ela hus Says the Lord: “Let the bow of, 
ai € beginning of their power, be bro- 





54 h Iteenth year: 605/604 ac. Twenty-third year: 595/594 BC. 
Ku Here begins the series of prophecies « ARIveraG against various nations surrounding Judah, Elam: 
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four, Wide (i To the four extremities of 
heaven, and I will scatter them by all these 
winds. There will not be aination that will 
not: come there to drive out Elam. I will 
terrify them before the enemies who seek 
their life. I will bring calamities upon them 
according to the wrath of My anger, and 
send My sword. after them until I have ut- 
terly, destroyed them..'!8Then I will set My 
throne in-Elam, and from there send forth 
the king and.his nobles. !%It shall come to 
pass in the last days that I will bring back 
the captivity of Elam,” says the Lord. 2°This 
word concerning Elam came in the begin- 
ning of King Zedekiah’s reign. 
P Concerning Egypt, against the army 
of Pharaoh -Necho, king of Egypt, 


| who.was by the River Euphrates in Carche- 


mish and.whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon defeated in: the fourth year of 


| Jehoiakim; king of Judah.t 


“Take up weapons. and shields, and 
draw near: for war; Saddle. the horses and 
mount up,,you horsemen: Stand ready with 


| your helmets, advance the spears, and put 


on your breastplates..4Why are they terri- 
fied and turn back? Because their mighty 
ones,, surrounded on all sides, will be 
struck, as they flee in panic, and not live, 2 
Says the Lord. 

“Tet not the swift flee. Let not the mighty 
man escape to the north. The forces along- 
side the Euphrates grow weak and fall. 
ŝ6Who is this that shall come up like a river, 
and like rivers flood their waters? TThe wa- 
ters of Egypt will come up like a river, for he 
said, ‘I will go up and cover the earth, and 
will destroy, its inhabitants,’t 8Mount the 
horses and prepare the chariots. Come 
forth, you warriors of Ethiopia, and you of 


Libya armed with weapons, and you Lydi- 


ans, arise. and bend the bow.t That shall be 
the day of the Lord our God.. the day of 


vengeance to, avenge. His enemies. The 
Syed of the Lord shall deyour and be fully 





Ta 
| 1 | 1 | = 
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m y throne: Generally, the throne of a foreign power, but hete the throne of God when He comes 
ude Elam in His inheritance, | iiv | =} 

y the River Euphrates: This took place when the army i Egypt c came against Babylon; but was 

25, “leated in Syria in the fourth year, or 606/605 8c...) rocin Ñ S: 

dip °Ping to imitate the river Nile, the king of Egypt Saana to cover. rithe earth with Eavatlan power, 
lOpia/Libya/Lydians: Vassals and allies of Egypt, BAN “1 


Te 
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satisfied, drunken with their blood: for the 
Lord of Hosts has a sacrifice from the land 
of the north at the Euphrates, 10Go up, 
Gilead, and take balm for the virgin daugh- 
ter of Egypt. In vain you multiply your med- 


icines, but they are of no benefit to you.t 
''The nations heard your voice, and the 


land is filled with your cry: for warrior to 
warrior grows weak, and both fall together” 


‘What the Lord spoke by the ‘hand ‘of | 
Jeremiah concerning the coming of Neb- | 


uchadnezzar the king of Babylon to strike 
the land of Egypt. 

“Declare in Migdol and proclaim in 
Memphis, and say, ‘Stand up and prepare 
ycurselves, for the sword devours your 
bow.t l4Why did Apis flee from you? Your 
chosen calf did not remain; because the 
Lord utterly weakened him.t Your multi- 
tude grew weak and fell. Each said to his 
neighbor, ‘Let us arise and return to our 
people and to the land of our nativity, from 


cried there, ‘Pharaoh is but a noise. He has 
passed by the appointed time.” As I live.” 


says the Lord God, “Tabor is among the | 


mountains and Carmel is by the sea; he 


shall come. 180 daughter of Egypt who 
dwell at home, prepare for yourself goods | 


for captivity, for Memphis shall be for de- 
struction, and be called, ‘Woe!’ because no 
one will dwell in it. 

Egypt is a heifer made beautiful: a rage 
from the north comes against her. 2°Her 
mercenaries in her midst are as fatted 
calves, well fed by her, because with one ac- 
cord they also turned and fled. They did not 


26:10 Gilead/balm: See note on 8:20. 





| Stand, 


a ea 


for the day of destruction and the 
time of their retribution came upon them 
‘Their voice is like that of a hissing ger. 
pent, fon they will proceed upon the sand. 
They shall come against her with axes, as if 
cutting wood. “They shall cut down her oak 
groves,” says the Lord God, “for their num- 
ber cannot at all be conjectured, since they 
abound more than locust trees. 

43“The daughter of Egypt is put to shame 
She is delivered into the hands of people 
from the north. 24Behold, I will avenge Am- 


| mon her son against Pharaoh and those 


who trust in him.t 2>But do not fear, My ser- 


vant Jacob, neither be terrified, O Israel: for 
behold, I will save you from afar and your 


seed from the land of their captivity. Jacob 


Shall return, and be at ease, and sleep; for 
there will be no one to trouble him. 2*Do 
not fear, O Jacob, My servant,” says the 
Lord, “for I am with you. I will bring an end 
to every nation where I drove you, but I will 
the presence of the Greek sword.’t 16They | 


not cause you to cease. However, I will 
chasten you in the way of judgment, and 
not leave you wholly unpunished.”t 


A The word of the Lord He spoke 
against Babylon.t 

“Declare among the Gentiles and cause 

it to be heard. Do not conceal what is spo- 


| ken. Say, ‘Babylon is conquered; Bel the 


fearless one has been put to shame; Mero- 
dach the luxurious one is handed over." 
‘For a nation comes against her from the 
north. He shall destine her land for destruc- 
tion, and nothing from man to animal shall 
dwell in it.t 4In those days and at that time, 


26:13 Migdol/Memphis: Cities in Egypt. Migdol is on the northeast border of Egypt near the delta; 


Memphis is close to modern-day Cairo, 


26:14 Apis is the bull god or chosen calf of Memphis. 


26:15 Greek sword: Interestingly, the LXX translators deemed it right to use an image of their own 
time (200 gc) to convey the meaning behind the Hebrew term (600 sc) for a “fierce army.” This sword 
symbolized the swift ferocity of any ruler who would be comparable to Alexander the Great. 

26:24 Ammon is the chief god of Thebes, located in upper Egypt. 


26:26 God does not discipline His children without purpose, but does so with healing in view, Although 
most of the Book of Jeremiah deals with Judah's punishment, God always points out that it is righteol® 
and purposeful correction, 
27:1 This chapter and the following are the longest in Jeremiah and fall at the center of the book. 
Thus, the promises of the destruction of Babylon evenly split the warnings to Israel, showing that the 
Book of Jeremiah is not about the destruction of the people of God, but their restoration; not about 
the triumph of God's enemies, but their demise. After dealing with Egypt, which exiled Jehoahaz, Je/* 
miah deals with Babylon, which conquered Egypt. | 
27:2 Bel and Merodach are two famous Babylonian deities or idols. 


27:3 Just as destruction came on Israel from the north, Babylon also falls at the hand of a power from 
the north: Persia. | : an bial | 
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he children of Israel shall come, they and 
the children of Judah together. They shall 
proceed, walking and weeping and seeking 
he Lord their God.t °They shall ask the 
way until they come to Zion, for they shall 
set their face toward this place. They shall 
come and flee for refuge to the Lord their 
God, for the everlasting covenant shall not 
ne forgotten. 

‘My people have been lost sheep. Their 
shepherds drove them out to wander on the 
mountains. They went from mountain to 
hill and forgot their marriage bed. 7All who 
found them devoured them. Their adver- 
saries Said, ‘Let us not leave them alone, 
because they sinned against the Lord, who 
gathered together their fathers in. a pasture 
of righteousness.’ 

Be alienated from the midst of Babylon 
and from the land of the Chaldeans. Be like 
serpents in the presence of sheep. °For be- 


hold, I raise up assemblies of nations | 


against Babylon from the land of the north. 
They will array themselves against her, and 
from there she shall be conquered, as the 


javelin of an expert warrior shall not be re- | 


umed empty. !°Chaldea shall be for plun- 
dering, and all who plunder her shall be 
satisfied, 'Ibecause you celebrated and ex- 
uted while plundering My inheritance, and 

Cause you skipped like calves in pasture 
and butted horns like bulls. 

“Your mother is very ashamed, she who 
bore you for good things. She is the last of 
tie nations, and a desert. |3Because of the 

ord’'s wrath, she will not be inhabited, but 
a be for destruction. All who travel 
Shee Babylon shall be sullen, and they 
all hiss at all her calamity. All you who 
Nd the bow, set yourselves in array 
est Babylon round about, and shoot at 
a Do not spare your arrows. Applaud 
sively, for her hands are paralyzed. 
val means of defense has fallen, and her 
Goq > demolished; for it is vengeance from 
wa, 2Ke Vengeance on her, for as she did, 
baby) to her, '6Utterly destroy the seed of 
| ime on, and hold fast the sickle in the 

è ay harvest, Because of the’ Greek 
tag, <, ach shall return to his people, and 
~ hall flee to his land.t 





}: | : : : l - 
ene The demise of Babylon comes in the repentance of the children of Israel. In like manner, when 
‚Our enemy and his demonic forces are routed, Na 


Oy 
"as šee note on 26:16, 
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'7*Israel is a wandering sheep, for the li- 
ons drove him out. First, the king of Assyria 
devoured him, then the king of Babylon de- 





| voured his bones.” !8Therefore thus says 


the Lord: “Behold, I will take vengeance on 
the king of Babylon and upon his land, as I 
took vengeance upon the king of Assyria. 
'9But I shall restore Israel to his pasture, 
and he will graze on Carmel, on Mount 
Ephraim and in Gilead. His soul shall be 
satisfied. In those days and at that time, 
they will seek for the wrongdoing of Israel, 
but it shall not exist; and they will look for 
the sins of Judah, but these shall not be 
found; for I shall be merciful to those left in 
the land;” says the Lord. | 
“Embark against this land bitterly, and 
against those who dwell therein. Avenge 
with the sword and -destroy it,’ says the 
Lord, “and do according to all I command 
you..““A sound of war and great destruction 
is in the land of the Chaldeans. 223How was 
the hammer of all the earth broken and 


' crushed? How did Babylon become a deso- 


lation among the nations? 24They will at- 
tack you, and you will be conquered, O 
Babylon. You will not even know you are 
found and taken, because you opposed the 
Lord. The Lord opened His treasure and 
brought out the vessels of His wrath, be- 
cause the work of the Lord God is in the 
land of the Chaldeans.t 26For her time has 
come. Open her storehouses, search her 
like a cave, and utterly destroy her. Let 
nothing of her remain. 2’Dry up all her 
fruits and let them go down to the slaugh- 
ter, Woe to them! For their day has come, 
and the time of their retribution. 

48“The voice of those who flee and es- 
cape from the land of Babylon declares in 
Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God. 
Summon many against Babylon, even all 


who bend the bow. Encamp against it 


round about; let no one be saved from her. 
Repay her according to her works, and 
whatever she did, so do to her, for she op- 
posed the Lord, the Holy God of Israel. 
s0Her young men shall fall in the streets, 
and all her men of war shall be cast 
down,” says the Lord. #!“Behold, | am 
against you, the haughty one,” says the 


ie t © Vessels of His wrath are political powers with whom God is angry, yet whom He nevertheless 
hom g ccomplish His will on earth, It is in this sense that the same phrase is used by the apostle Paul in 


' likely reflecting on the way God used Babylon, < 
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lence shall fail, and you will fall. There 
shall be -no one to cause it to arise. | will 
kindle a fire in its thicket, and it shall de- 
vour everything ‘around her.” 

33Thus says the Lord: “The sons of Israel 
have been oppressed along with the sons of 
Judah, for all who took them captive op- 
pressed them. They were unwilling to let 
them go. 34He who redeemed them is 


strong: the Lord Almighty is His name. He | 


shall enter’ into judgment against His ad- 
versaries so as to take away their land and 
to provoke those who dwell in Babylon.t 
35He will bring a’ sword against the 
Chaldeans and those inhabiting Babylon, 
and against her nobles and wise men, and 
against her warriors; and they shall be 


weakened. 37He will bring a sword against | 


their horses and chariots, and against the 
warriors and irregular troops in her midst. 
They shall be like women: He will also 
bring a sword against its treasures, and 


they will be scattered over the water she | : 
‘not bereaved of their God, the Lord 


trusted. 28They will be put to shame in the 
islands in which they boasted, for itis a 
land of graven images. 

39’Therefore apparitions shall dwell in 


the islands, and the daughters of sirens 
shall dwell therein. It shall not be inhabited | 


anymore forever.' *°As God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities bor- 


dering them,” says the Lord, “no man shall- 


dwell there, and no son of man will sojourn 
there. 4!Behold, a people comes from the 
north, and a great nation and many kings 
shall be raised up from the ends of the 
earth, holding bow and dagger. 42He is 
reckless and will show no mercy at all. 
Their voice shall roar like the sea on the 
horses they ride, prepared for war like fire 
against you, O daughter of Babylon. _ 
“The king of Babylon heard their 


sound, and his hands grew feeble. Anguish | 


took hold of him, like the pangs of a 
woman in childbirth. “Behold, he shall go 
up like a lion from the Jordan River into the 
place of Aitham; for I will banish them 
quickly from it and set every young Man 
against it. For who is like Me? Who opposes 





27:34 Redemption is carried out by t 
deemer, is Lord and God. 

27:39 The islands are either the colonies of Baby! 
mate expansive size. — arin omer grl? Tei 
28:7 See note on 27:25. 
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Lord, “because the day and the time of. 
your retribution has come. 32Your inso- | 
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Me? Who is this shepherd who will stand 
against My presence?” | 
_ Therefore hear the counsel of the Lor 
which He has resolved against Babylon, 
and the thoughts which He has reckoned 


| against those inhabiting Chaldea. Surely 


the lambs of their sheep are utterly de- 
stroyed; surely the pasture is cut off from 
them; “for at the sound of the capturing of 
Babylon, the earth shall quake, and clamor 


will be heard among the nations. 

a Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I raise 
up against Babylon and the inħabi- 
tants of the Chaldeans a scorching heat, a 


| wind to destroy utterly. 21 will send violent 


men into Babylon, and they shall insult and 
ravage her land. Woe to Babylon all round 
in the day of her calamity. Against her let 
the archer bend his bow, and let him who 
has armor put it on. Do not spare her young 
men: utterly destroy all her power. ‘The 
wounded men shall fall in the land of the 
Chaldeans, and those pierced through shall 
fall outside her. "For Israel and Judah were 


Almighty, for the land was filled with their 
wrongdoings against the holy things of 
Israel.” | cat pe ae 
‘Flee from the midst of Babylon, and 
everyone save his life. Do not be made to 
perish in her wrongdoing. For it is the time 
of her retribution from the Lord. He shall 
render repayment to her. 7Babylon was a 
golden cup in the Lord’s hand, causing al 


‘the earth to be drunk. The nations drank 


from. her wine; therefore, they were 
shaken.t 8Babylon fell suddenly and was 
broken in pieces. Sing a dirge for her; take 
resin for her corruption, if somehow she 


may be healed. We treated Babylon med- 


ically, but she would not heal. Let us for- 
sake her, and let each move to his country. 
For her judgment draws near to heaven and 
is taken fo the stars. a qaacrncy Sdn DON 
10The Lord brought forth His judgment. 
Come and let us declare in Zion the works 
of the Lord our God.. Prepare the arTow® 
fill the quivers. The Lord has raised up the 
spirit of the king of the Medes. For © 
wrath-is against Babylon to destroy it ue 





he Lord Almighty, so it should be no wonder that Christ, our Re- 


on in the Mediterranean, or a reference to her ulti- 
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arly, because it is ; the vengeance of ‘the 
ni the vengeance of His people.t !2Lift 
yp a banner onthe walls of Babylon, pre- 
are the quivers, rouse guards, and prepare 
me weapons. For the Lord ‘has taken in 
hand and: will do what He spoke against 
he inhabitants of Babylon, who dwell 
near many waters,» and eeast the abun- 
dance of her treasures. 


~ The Arm of the Lord SP 


Truly, your endis come into your bow- 
els.t '4For the Lord-has sworn by His arm, 


saying, “Therefore | will fill you with men | 


as with locusts, and they: will go down and 
speak against you.” 5He made the land by 
His might, prepared the inhabited world by 
His wisdom, and by: His understanding He 
stretched out heaven. !*By. His: voice, He 
makes the-sound of water in. the! sky and 
brings up the clouds from, the end of-the 
earth. He makes. lightnings. for -rain and 
brings light out of His storehouses; !’Every 
man is made foolish. without knowledge; 
and every goldsmith is dishonored by his 
Carved images;. because. they. cast. false 
gods, but there is no spirit of life in them. 
“It is a worthless work to be ridiculed; and 
in their time of visitation they shall. perish. 

-Jacob’s portion is not such, because He 
who created all things is his inheritance. 
The Lord is His name. 2°“You scatter the 
weapons of war by.Me,.and by you | will 
scatter nations and drive away. kings from 
you. 1By you I will scatter the horse and its 


der, and by you I will scatter.the chariots 


aid their mounted riders. 22By you 1 will 
‘atter young man and virgin, and by you | 
Will scatter man and woman. 23By you I will 
Satter the shepherd and his flock, and by 
You | will scatter the farmer and his, farm- 
‘By you I will scatter rulers and com; 
Manders, 24] will make Babylon and all the 
Thabitants of Chaldea. pay for all their 
“Ces Derformed against.Zion, accoramng: to 
you saw,” says the Lord. 
tp Behold, | am against you, the. cor- 
| Dted mountain that corrupts everything 
again © land, I will stretch forth My hand 
to e you and roll you down from the 


we 
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* We crave, whether God or material goods. 








| will cause you to be a burnt moun- 
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Hia They will not take a stone from you 
for.a corner or fori a foundation; For you 
shall be a place of cesolauon forever,” says 
the Lord. 

277 ift up a banter in ‘the land; sound a 
trumpet among the nations; set apart the 
nations against her; direct against her from 
Me the kingdoms of Ararat and the people 
of Ashkenaz to stand against her: Set siege 
engines against her, and bring horses like a 








| multitude of locusts.t 28Set apart the na- 


tions against -her, the king of the Medes, 
and all of the land, its governors; and all its 
generals. 

23"The earth shook:and suffered: toil, for 
the purpose‘of the Lord is'risen' up against 
Babylon, to make the land of Babylon’ a 
desolation: and: uninhabitable. 2°The war- 
riors of Babylon’ ceased to wage war. They 
shall sit there in the siege. Their might has 
been broken, and they became like women: 
Her tents are burnt, and the bars: of their 


| gates are shattered into pieces.'2!One will 
| pursue to meet another pursuer, one mes- 


senger to meet another messenger, to bring 
word to the king of Babylon that his city is 


taken: 32At-the end of the crossing point 


they were taken; their garrisons were 
burned with ‘fire; and; their wanriors ran 
away.” 

'3For thus says: the Lord: “The hances of 
the king of Babylon shall be like a-thresh- 


ing floor in the season for threshing. In a 


short while her harvest will come. *4King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon devoured me. 
He divided and ‘overtook me, a small ves- 
sel. He swallowed me up, like a dragon who 
filled his, belly with my delicacies, and 


drove me out, “She that dwells in Zion 


Shall say, ‘My hardships and my miseries 
banished me to Babylon. Jerusalem shall 
say, ‘My blood shall. be upon those inhabit- 
ing Chaldea,’” | 

—36Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
1 will judge your adversary and’ exact 


vengeance for you. Ishall lay waste her sea 


and dry up her springs. °7Babylon shall be 
as a desolation, and it shall not be inhab- 
ited, :38For they rose up together as lions 


and as cubs. of lions. In their heat, I shall 


give them a wine-cup: I will make them 





at king of the Medes: possibly King Cyaxares, later conquered by Cyrus the Great in. 500 Bee by riid 
abylon’s fall comes through her own gluttony, a reminder to us all that we place our end n M 


w i i y ! 


rarat isan area in modern-day Turkey, where the ark sited Gn 8: 4): The Ashkenaz. are the | 
ans, a people then located in modern-day Armenia, 9) 1 iu BT So 
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sleep an unending sleep, and not wake up,” 
says the Lord. | 
40] will bring them down like lambs for 
slaughter, like rams with young. #!How has 
the boast of the whole earth been caught 
and captured? How has Babylon become as 


came up against Babylon with the sound of 
her waves, and she was covered. 43Her 
cities became a waterless and impassable 
land. Not even one man shall dwell in it, 
nor shall a son of man lodge in it. 447 will 


take vengeance on Babylon, and bring out | 


from her mouth what she swallowed. The 
nations will no longer be gathered to her. 


451n Babylon, all the wounded men of the | 


earth shall fall. “You who escape, 80 from 
the land, and do not stay. You who are afar 
off. remember the Lord, and let Jerusalem 
enter your heart.” 
47We are ashamed because we heard our 
disgrace. Dishonor covers our face, for 
strangers entered the house of the Lord 
among our holy things. 48“Therefore, be- 
hold the days are coming, says the Lord, 
“when I will take vengeance upon her 
carved images, and wounded men shall fall 
in all her land. #For even if Babylon as- 
cended like heaven and she 
strength of her walls, yet from Me the plun- 
derers shall come to destroy her,” says the 
Lord. 
50“There is the sound of a cry in Babylon, 
and great destruction 1s in the land of the 
Chaldeans; for the Lord utterly cut off 
Babylon, and destroyed from her the great 
voice ringing out as many waters. He ap- 


against Babylon. 52Her warriors are con- 
quered, and their bow is useless; for God 
repays them. The Lord renders repayment 
to her. He will make her princes, her wise 
men, and her commanders completely 
drunk.” says the King. “The Lord Almighty 
is His name.” “Thus says the Lord: “The 
wall of Babylon was made broad, but it 
shall be utterly broken, and her high gates 
shall burn with fire. The peoples shall not 


28:55 Fourth year: 593 sc. Quartermaster: Liter 
28:60 Just as he did with Judah, God sends His 
which dramatizes the threat. 

29:1, 2 The Philistines were also called 
tive title foreshadows the eventual gathe 
St. Ambrose reminds us that calling the Ph 
there were far worse Na 
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drunk so they may be intoxicated, and | 


fortified the | 


pointed her voice for ruin, for misery came | to come. | shall utterly destroy : 





ally, "governor of the gifts.” 
messenger to Babylon, about to 


“foreign tribes” who inhabited the land of Canaan. Th 


ring of all nations, tongues, and tribes as the people Or 7 
ilistines by this name teaches us to love our enemies, ep | 


mes an enemy could be called. 





labor in vain, nor will the nations fail in 
their rule.” 

55This is the word the Lord commanded 
Jeremiah the prophet to say to Seraiah the 


| son of Neriah, the'son of Mahseiah, when 


he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to 
Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. 


3 desolation among the nations? “The sea | Now Seraiah was the quartermaster.' *So 


Jeremiah wrote in one book all the calami- 
ties that would come upon Babylon. Indeed 
he wrote all these words against Babylon. 
57Then Jeremiah said to Seraiah, “When 
you arrive in Babylon and see it, you shall 
read all these words. °*You shall say, 
ʻO Lord and Master, You spoke against this 
place to destroy it, and so none should 
dwell in it, neither man nor animal, be- 
cause it shall be desolate forever. "Then it 
shall come to pass, when you finish reading 
this book, you shall tie a stone to it and 
throw it into the middle of the Euphrates. 
60After this, you shall say, “Thus Babylon 
shall sink and not rise, because of the 
calamities I bring upon her. mt 


? Q Against the Philistines:t 


2Thus says the Lord: “Behold, waters 
come up from the north and shall be a flood- 
ing torrent, which will flood the land, the en- 
tire city, and those dwelling in it. The men 
will cry out, and all those inhabiting the land 
will wail loudly, 3because of the sound of his 
attack, the hoofs of his horses, and the rum- 
blings of his chariots, at the noise of NIS 
wheels. Because of the weakness of thet 
hands, the fathers did not return to thei 
sons, ‘to destroy all the Philistines ae day 

e all 

Sidon and all the rest of their allies, because 
the Lord will put to death the remat 
people of the islands. ‘Baldness is come 
upon Gaza, and Ashkelon is cast out, wort 
with the rest of the Enakim. How lons “" 
you strike, O sword of the Lord? How long 
will it be until you rest? Return to ae 
sheath, rest and be exalted. THOW shall it j 
quiet, for the Lord has given ita commissio ; 
against Ashkelon and the regions of thes 





sink or be destroyed: | 
esctil” 
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roast to be stirred up against the remaining 
ountries?” 


() Against Edom:t 


Thus says the Lord: “Wisdom is no 


inger in Teman. Counsel perished from 


the intelligent; their wisdom is gone. 2Their 
place is deceived. Those dwelling in Dedan 
dig deep for a place to dwell, for you 
caused troubles. So I brought troubles upon 
him in the time I visited him.t 3For those 
| who gather grapes shall come to you. and 
| they will not leave you a remnant. Like 


thieves by night, they will lay their hands | 


upon your possessions. 4For I pulled down 
Esau and uncovered their secret places. 
They shall be unable to hide themselves, 
They perished, each by the hand òf his 
_ brother and his neighbor, 5and itis not pos- 


shall live, and the widows wili trust in Me.” 
‘For thus says the Lord: “Those not ap- 

| bointed to drink the cup drank it, and you 
Shall not remain unpunished, nor without 
lame, for you will certainly drink it.” 7For 
he Lord says, “I swore by Myself that you 
shall become impassable and a disgrace, 
‘nd you shall become a curse in her midst. 
lher cities shall be a perpetual desert.” 8] 
“ard a report from the Lord, and He sent 
messengers to the nations, saying, “Assem- 
€ Yourselves and come against her. Rise 
W for war.t 9} made you small amongina- 
ink contemptible among men. Your in- 
k ence has risen up against you. The rash- 
ii of your heart has broken up the holes 
‘ale rocks, and has seized the strength of 


- lofty hill. For like an eagle he has set his 


“gy” high, but from there I will bring you 
Noms ‘Edom ‘shall. be inaccessible, and 
aD One who passes by will hiss at it. 
thr As Sodom and Gomorrah were over- 
he ;_» along with their sojourners,” says 
there a Almighty, “so no man shall sit 
‘Be Nor shall any son of man dwell there. 
e m; ° Ne will come up like a lion from 
Alth "dst of the Jordan to the place of 
| tom i „for I will quickly drive them out 

t Do you set young men against her? 










Ws - 
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W ial Was a grandson of Esau (Gn 36:15). 


Ammonites (see Ezk 25:4, 10). 





sible for the orphan to remain alive: but I | 
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For who is like Me? Who will oppose Me? 
Who is this shepherd who will stand 








against Me?” 


‘Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord 
which He purposed against Edom, and His 
plan which He calculated against the in- 
habitants of Teman. Surely the least of the 
sheep are swept away; surely their dwelling 


| place shall be laid waste for them. loFor at 


the sound of their fall the earth shook, and 
your outcry was heard in the sea: !6Behold, 
He shall look upon her as an eagle, and 


Spread forth His wings over her strong- 


hold. In that day, the heart of the strong 
men of Edom shall be as the heart of a 
woman with pains of childbirth. 

17 Against the sons of Ammon: 

Thus says the Lord: “Are there no sons in 
Israel? Or have'they no one to succeed 
them? Why then did Malcom receive Gad, 
and why will their people dwell in their 


cities? '8Therefore behold, the days are 


coming,” says the Lord, “when I will cause 
an uproar of war to be heard in Rabbah. 
They shall be impassable and in utter ruin. 
Her altars shall burn with fire. Then Israel 


shall take possession of his dominion. 


Wail loudly, O Heshbon, for Gai has per- 
ished. Cry out, you daughters of Rabbah, 


and gird yourselves with sackcloth. Be 


frenzied and lament over Malcom, for he 
shall go into captivity, together with his 


priests and rulers. Why, O haughty 


daughter, do you rejoice exceedingly in the 
plains of Enakim? You who trusted in your 
Own treasures, saying, ‘Who shall come 
against me?’ ?!Behold, I will bring fear 
upon you from all who live around you. 
Each of you shall be scattered before his 
face, and there will be no one to gather 
you.” 

*2Against Kedar, queen of the court, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
struck: | 

Thus says the Lord: “Arise, go up to 
Kedar, and fill the sons of Kedem.t They 
will seize their tents and their sheep. They 
shall take their garments, all their vessels. 
and their camels for themselves. Summon 
destruction against them from every side. 





Mg p can: A town in the desert toward the Arabian peninsula. 

Wac ®ssengers may also be translated “angels.” Either is appropriate, given that the struggle of war 
Na “Ting on the spiritual level as well as the political. foin 

| Mith the aàr: The descendants of the son of Ishmael (Gn 25:13). The sons of Kedem were associated 
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"Flee! Dig very deep for a dwelling place, 


you who sit in the court, for the king of. 
Babylon counsels against you and prepares — 


a plan against you. 

49*Rise up and go against a nation settled 
and dwelling at ease, who have neither 
gates, nor pins and bars, and who dwell 
alone. 26Their camels shall be for booty; 
and the multitude of their cattle for de- 
struction. I will scatter them as chaff with 
every wind, having their hair cut about 
their foreheads: I will bring their overthrow 
from every side. 27The court shall be a rest- 
ing place for sparrows and untrodden for- 
ever. No man shall settle there, nor shall a 
son of man dwell in it,” says the Lord.» 

28 Against Damascus: qui 

“Hamath and Arpad are: put ta shame, 
for they heard the evil reoart. They are-sur- 
prised. They are so\angry they are/unable 
to rest.t 24Damascus: is utterly weakened. 
She is put to flight.-Trembling has seized 
her. 3°How has she not abandoned My city 
in their love for the village?.3! Therefore the 


young men shall fall in your streets, and all 


your warriors shall fall. 32For L will kindle.a 
fire in the wall of Damascus, and. it shall 
engulf the streets of Ben-Hadad,” says the 
Lord. | | | 


2 ] Against Moab: 


Thus says the Lord: “Woe to Nebo, for 
they are undone. Kirjathaim is 'taken. Am- 
ath is dishonored in its “shame and de- 
feated. 2There is no longer any healing for 
Moab, nor insolence in Heshbon. He has 


planned evils against her. We cut her off | 
One has gone up against you to ravage 
your stronghold.t !9You that’ sit in Aroeh 


from being a nation, and she will cease 
completely. A sword will go after you, “for a 
voice cries out of Horonaim, death and 
great destruction. ‘Moab is crushed; pro- 
claim the destruction to Zogora. °For 
Luhith is filled with weeping. One will go 
up weeping on the road of Horonaim. You 
have heard a cry of destruction. | 
6“Flee and save your lives, for you shall 
be like a wild donkey in the desert! ‘Since 
you trusted in your strongholds, therefore 





30:28 Hamath is where King Zedekiah would be sentenced by Nebuchadnezzar (52:27). 
30:32 Ben-Hadad is a king in Damascus who plundered Israel (4Kg 13:3). r 
31:12 Horns are a dual symbol of power and of a wine 


power and their merriment. f 


31:13 Bethel is a reference to the golden calf set up as an idol in Israel (3Kg 12:29)." ` 
31:18 Although once entrenched in glory and security, Moab will soon be entrenched in a 


likely a swamp. 
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you will be taken, and Chemosh shall go 
forth into captivity, together with his 
priests and rulers. “Destruction shall come 
upon every city, and no city shall escape. 
The valley also shall perish, and the plain 
shall be utterly destroyed, as the Lord said. 
9Set a sign on Moab, for she shall be set 
ablaze; and all her cities shall be inaccessj- 
ble. From what place shall they come to in- 
habit her? | r 
10“Cyursed is the man who does the work 
of.the. Lord carelessly, keeping back his 
sword from blood. !'Moab has been at ease 
from his youth and trusted. in his glory. He 
has not been poured out from vessel to ves- 
sel, nor has he gone into exile. Therefore 
his taste is established within himself, and 
the smell of it does not cease. l - 
12Therefore behold, days are coming,” 
says the Lord, “when I will send him those 
who put others to flight, and they will put 
him to flight. They-shall thrash his posses- 
sions and cut up his horns.t Moab shall be 
ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Ís- 
rael was ashamed of Bethel their hope, 
having trusted in them.t 4How will you say, 
‘We are strong, a people skilled in war? 
15Moab, his city, is ruined, and his choice 
young men have gone down to the slaugh- 


- | ter. !6The: day of Moab is near at hand, and 


the evil he did moves swiftly to judgment. 
'7All you who surround him, move against 
him. All you who know his name, say, How 
is the renowned staff broken, the rod of 
might?’ FIGY: l 

18Come down from your glory, and sit 
down in a damp place. Be utterly 4e- 


a 


stroyed, O Dibon, because Moab is ruined. 


stand by the road and look. Ask him whe 
flees and the one who escapes, and Sav 
‘What happened? 2°Moab is:put to sham® 
for he is broken, Wail and cry! Proclaim" 
Arnon that Moab is ruined. 2Judgme? 
comes upon the land of Misor, and upon 
Holon, Jahzah and Mephaath, “and UP 

Dibon, Nebo and the house of Diblathain 
and upon Kirjathaim and the houses ° 


| 


cup, God intends to put an end to both their 


i i1 -E i rt iii 


) damp place 
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gamul and: Meon, "and upon Kerioth and 
gozrah; and the houses of Moab, those far 
year. . Ji 

the horn of Moab is crushed, and his 

, is broken. **Make him drunk, for he 
xalted himself against the Lord. Moab 
shall clap with his hand, but he himself will 
yea laughingstock. *’For surely, was not Is- 
nel a laughingstock to you? Was he not 
pund to be one of your stolen things, be- 
ause you fought against him? 2®The inhab- 
tants of Moab have abandoned their cities 
and now dwell in the rocks. They have be- 
come like doves nestling: in the rocks at the 
mouth of a cave. “"I heard: about ‘the inso: 
lence of Moab, howche greatly increased 
his insolence and arrogance, and exalted 


his heart. 2°But know his works, how they | 


are not yet sufficient for. him, to satisfy: his 


haughtiness. ! . 


Therefore, cry aloud oni all- ‘sides 


against Moab. Cry out: against the men of | 


Kirheres, a -dried-up. place. 2] mourn 


he weeping of Jazer: Your branches 
reached across the sea and touched Jazer: 
Destruction came upon. your fruit and upon 


and gladness are swept away from the land 
of Moab, for there is no. wine in your wine- 
dresses. In the morning, there are none to 
ample the grapes, neither in the evening 
ay to shout at the joy of harvest:t;*4From 
te crying of Heshbon even to Elealeh, and 


) tom Zogor as far as Horonaim and Aglath- | 
dlisia, their cities uttered their voice, for 


° Water of Nimrim shall be dried up: 

| will destroy Moab,” says the Lord, 
e comes up to the altar and burns in- 

8a to his gods. 2°Therefore, the-heart of 
| pab shall make a humming. noise like 
<i My heart will hum like a flute for the 
| We of Kirheres, for whatever each man 
vil ŝained has perished from him. *’They 
„Shave every head in every place, and 
fY beard will be shaved. All hands will 
er heir chests, and sackcloth’ shall be 
ly sitter back. 3°There will be mourning 
| freet the houses of Moab and on his 
ta ‘$, for I have broken Moab in pieces,” 
lig vie Lord, “like a useless vessel. *7How 












5 Dut to shame, and he became a 
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n 0ab change? Hc ‘urn about? SON 
oap i angen ow hon name is called, and you will not be guiltless; 


a | 
33 Th: eee 
Ry, This shout isa cry of dismay made’ by workers at the winepresses. v 
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laughingstock and an object of anger to all 
round about him.” 

“For thus says the Lord: 4!“Kerioth is 
taken, and the strongholds are seized. 


Moab shall perish from being a multitude, 
because she exalted himself against the 


Lord. “3A°snare; fear, anda pit are upon 
you, O inhabitant of Moab. 44He who flees 
before the fear shall fall into the pit, and he 
who gets out of the pit shall be caught in 


| the snare. For I will bring these things upon 


Moab in the year of his visitation.” 

4 What Jeremiah prophesied against 
all the nations.t - fo oa 

Thus says the Lord God of Israel: “Take 

a cup of the unmixed wine from My hand, 

and you shall cause:all the nations to whom 

l send you to drink it. 2They: will drink, 

vomit, and be insane because of the pres- 
ence of the sword I send among them.” 

4S0 I took the cup from the hand of the 


She rn | Lord and caused the nations to whom the 
deeply for you, O vine of Sibmah, asiwith 


Lord sent me to drink’ it: “Jerusalem and 
the cities of Judah, the kings of Judah and 
its rulers, to: put them into desolation, to 


-make them an untrodden place and a hiss- 
tose who gather your grapes. *“Joyfulness | 


ing; "and Pharaoh king of Egypt, his ser- 
vants, his nobles,-and-all his people; ‘all 
the mixed multitude and all the kings of 
the Philistines, and Ashkelon, Gaza, 
Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod; ŝand 
Edom, Moab, and the sonsiof Ammon; and 
all the kings of Tyre, the kings of Sidon, 
and the kings in the seas beyond; Wand 
Dedan, Teman, and Buz, and everyone who 
shaves round about his face; ''and all the 
mixed multitude who dwell in the desert; 
Zand ‘all the kings of Elam, and all the 
kings ‘of the Persians; and all the kings 
from the faraway East, each one with his 
brother; and all the kingdoms on the face 
of the earth: | D 
l4You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Almighty: “Drink and become. drunk; 
and you shall vomit, fall, and not rise be- 
cause of the presence of the sword I send 
among you" It shall come to pass, when 
they refuse to take the cup from your hand 
to drink it, you shall say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “You shall surely drink it. For | will 
begin to afflict the ‘city upon which My 





| Tent; € Jeremiah sums up the previous six chapters, the natural place for such a passage. God's judg- 
Prophesied for all the nations, including Israel and Judah. | kau t 
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because | will call a sword upon all who 
dwell upon the earth.’ ” 





“You shall prophesy against them these > 


words, and say, ‘The Lord shall speak from 
on high, to instruct from His sanctuary. He 
will utter His voice, and declare a word 
against His place. They will answer like 
men who gather grapes and ‘shout in har- 
vest: \8and destruction is coming upon 


those who dwell on earth—to the ends of | 


the earth. For the Lord has a controversy 
with the nations. He is pleading with all 
flesh, and the ungodly are given to the 
sword.” 

19Thus says the Lord: “Behold, evils go 
from nation to nation, and a great storm 
proceeds from the ends of: the earth. ?°In 
the day of the Lord, the:slain of the Lord 
shall be from one end of ihe earth to the 
other. They shail not be buried, but will be 
as manure on the face of the earth.t 2! Wail 
loudly, you shepherds, and cry aloud. 
Strike yourselves, you rams of the sheep, 
for your days are filled for slaughter, and 
you shall fall like choice rams. ?7Flight shall 
vanish from the shepherds and safety from 
the rams of the flock. There shall be'a 
voice of outcry from the shepherds, and the 
loud wailing of sheep and rams shall be 
heard, for the Lord destroyed their pasture. 
4The remnants of the peace will end be- 
cause of the fierceness of My wrath. Like 
a lion, he forsook his lair, for their land be- 
came impassable because of the presence 
of the great sword.” 


æ. Jeremiah Spared from Death m- 

3 3 In the beginning of the reign of 

King Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, 
this word came from the Lord.t 2Thus says 
the Lord: “Stand in the court of the house 
of the Lord, and you shall declare to all 
Judeans, and all who come to worship in 
the house of the Lord, all the words J com- 
mand you to reveal to them. Do not omit a 
word, *Perhaps each will hear and turn 
away from his evil ways. Then I will cease 
from the calamities I consider doing to 
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them becatse of their evil practices. *You 
shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “If you will 
not hear Me, to walk in My laws I set before 
you, ŝto heed the words of My servants the 
prophets, whom I send to you early in the 
morning—yes, I sent them, but you did not 
heed Me— ‘then I will make this house like 


Shiloh, and the city into a curse to all the 


nations of all the earth.” `” 

7So the priests, the false prophets, and all 
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the Lord. *Then it 
came to pass, when Jeremiah finished 
speaking to all the people the things the 


Lord commanded him, the priests, the false 


prophets, and all the people seized him, 
saying, “You will surely die, ?for you proph- 
esied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city 
shall be desolate of inhabitants.’ ” So all the 
people summoned an assembly against 


Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 


l0The rulers of Judah also heard this 
word. So they went up from the house of 
the king to the house of the Lord and sat in 
the entrance of the new gate of the Lord. 
Then the priests and the false prophets 
said to the rulers and all the people, “The 


judgment of death is due this man because 


he prophesied against this. city, as you 
heard with your ears.” 

2Then Jeremiah replied to the rulers and 
all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to 


prophesy against this house and this city 


all the words you heard. “Now then. 
amend your ways and your works. Hear the 
voice of the Lord, and the Lord will cease 
from the calamities He spoke against you: 
'4Behold, I am in your hand. Do with me as 
seems useful and best for you.t “But know 


for certain, if you put me to death, you will 


bring innocent blood upon yourselves. ON 
this city, and on those living there. For i0 
truth, the Lord sent me to you, to speak â 


these words in your ears.” 


l6Then the rulers and all the people said 
to the priests and the false prophets, “The 
judgment of death is not due this man, for 





32:20 The day of the Lord comes at the end of the age, when judgment is accomplished. This passat d 


must therefore be understood prophetically, since there has never been a time in history when the Lor 
has judged His people completely over all the earth, Every sin will be slain, every demon vanquisne ' 


the final coming of Christ our King. 


33:1, 2 This prophecy was given before the destruction of the Temple, the house of the Lord. 
33:14, 15 Here Jeremiah foreshadows Christ, who was also unjustly slandered, fs allowed woe wi 


d, at 


ae 


and unjust to have their way with Him and shed innocent blood. 
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~ poke to us in the name of the Lord our 
spoke 

Mt 7After this, men from the elders of 
x land rose up and spoke to all the assem- 
ply of the people: "Micah the Morasthite 
vedin the days of Hezekiah king of Judah 
and said to all the people of Judah, ‘Thus 
says the Lord: “Zion shall be plowed like a 
eld, Jerusalem. shall be impassable, and 
the mountain of the house shall be a thicket 
of trees.’ ”! “Now did Hezekiah and all Ju- 
dah by any means put him to death? In- 
stead, did they not fear the Lord and make 
supplication before the Lord; and the Lord 
ceased from the calamities He spoke 
against them? But we have done great evils 
against our souls.” 

After this, there was a man who proph- 
esied in the Lord’s name, Urijah the son of 
Shemaiah of Kirjath-jearim, and he proph- 

esied concerning this land ‘according to‘al] 
| the words of Jeremiah:t 2\Jehoiakim the 
king with all the rulers heard all his words. 
and they sought to put him. to death: but 
Urijah heard this and went to Eeyot, 2289 
the king sent men to Fevpt.- and they 
brought him from there to the king. Then 
he killed him with the sword and cast him 
into the grave of the children of his people. 



























| of Shaphan was with Jeremiah to prevent 


People to be put to death. 


œ Bonds and Yokes -= 
3 | Thus says the Lord: “Make bonds 
vur n 


“T neck, “and you shall send them to the 
; € of Edom, the king of Moab, the king 
“the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, 


messengers who met them. in 
Yo alem with Zedekiah king of Judah. 
Shall instruct them with regard to 
ie Masters to speak thus: ‘Thus says the 
Made Od of Israel to your masters: 4“] 
~ the earth by My great strength and 
33:16 Ru : | 
Med 


y ont the Ho 


ly Scriptures, 
IS is 


l bopper does not. 
| Were elivering a false word, 


being delivered into the hands of the 


and wooden yokes and put them.on | 


| the king of Sidon by the hand of the | 
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with My high arm, and I will give it to 
whomsoever it may seem good in My eyes. 
`I gave the earth to Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon to serve him; and I gave 
the wild beasts of the field to him to work 
for him. But the nation and kingdom, 
whoever will not put their neck under the 
yoke of the king of Babylon, I will visit 
them with the sword and the famine,” says 
the Lord, “until they come to an end by his 
hand. 7So do not give heed to your false 
prophets, diviners, dreamers, soothsayers, 





——— 


or sorcerers, who:say, ‘You shall not work 


for the king of Babylon.’t 8For they proph- 
esy lies to you to remove you far from your 
land. *But the nation that brings its neck 


| under the yoke of the king of Babylon to 


Nevertheless, the hand of Ahikam the son | yours, who. wrongfully prophesy lies to 





lers: This is the first indication in the book that the leadership 


refers to the prophet Micah (Mic 1:1). The prophecy 
Op Micah’s example of fair treatment is now contrasted with 
Wisg fea Was persecuted to the ends of the earth, As we listen 
Nd tight;, PE writings of the Fathers of the Church who 


Ae round advice for those who give heed to the fortune tellers, 
y 


work for him; L shall leaye it on its own 
land; and he. shall: work it for him. and 
dwell. in, it.”,2.?...., j 
“I also spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah 
according to all these words, saying, “The 
Lord says, ‘Place your neck under the yoke 
and work for the king of Babylon, for they 
prophesy wrongdoings to you, but I did not 
send them. !'Yet they prophesy wrongfully 


| in. My name, that I might destroy you, and 


you should perish, and these prophets of 


you, ”. T ahiman 7 
“Again I spoke to him, to all this people 
and to the priests, saying; “Thus Says the 


'Lord:-‘Do, not heed. the words -of the 


prophets who. prophesy. to you, saying, 
“Behold, the vessels-of the Lord’s house 
will return from Babylon,” for they proph- 


esy wrongfully to you; but I did not send 


them.” 

_'*Thus if they are prophets, and the word 
of the Lord is in them, let them meet me, for 
thus the Lord said. Now concerning the 
remainder of the vessels the king of Bab- 
ylon did not take when he carried away 
captive Jeconiah from Jerusalem, the Lord 
says, “They will go to Babylon.’t .. 





is beginning to hear Jeremiah’s 


in question comes from Mic Sila 
the case of an otherwise unknown. 
to the prophets of Israel, we like- 


faithfully proclaimed God's oracles, interpret- 


false prophets, and cult lead- ” 


mean that the vessels will never be returned, for they were (Bar 1:8). The false 





JEREMIAH 35:1 
s The False Prophet Hananiah ~ 
4 Now it came to pass in the fourth 
_ year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the fifth month, that Hananiah, the false 
prophet from Gibeon, and the son of Azur 


spoke to me in the house of the Lord in the 


presence of the priests and all the people, 
Saying,' 2“Thus says the Lord: ‘I broke into 
pieces the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3Yet 
two full years, and I will return the vessels 
of the Lord’s house to this place,t talong 
with Jeconiah and all the captives of Judah, 
for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon.’ ” | 

“Then Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah in 
the presence of all the people, and in the 
presence of the priests who stood in the 
house of the Lord: Thus Jeremiah said. 
“Truly, may the Lord do so indeed, and es- 
tablish the word you prophesy, to return 
the vessels of the Lord's house’ and all 
those carried away captive from Babylon to 
this place. “Nevertheless, hear the word of 
the Lord I speak in your ears and the ears 
of all the people. The prophets who were 
before me and before you of old, they 


countries and great kingdoms. %As for this 
prophet who prophesied regarding peace 
to come, when his word comes to pass, they 
shall know the prophet the Lord sent to 
them in good faith.” ' 


l0Then in the sight of all the people, 


Hananiah took the yokes from the neck of 
Jeremiah and broke them to pieces.t 
‘lHananiah then spoke in the presence of 
all the people, saying, “Thus says the Lord: 
‘Thus I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon from the necks of all nations, ” Af- 
ter this, Jeremiah went his way. 

!2Then the word of the Lord came to Jer- 
emiah after Hananiah broke the yokes 





35:1 Fourth year/fifth month: 593 sc. 
35:3 Vessels: See note on 34:14. — 
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from his neck, saying, “Go and tell Hana- 
niah, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “You 
have broken the yokes of wood, but I will 
make yokes of iron in their place.” 14For 
thus says the Lord: “I have put a yoke of 
iron on the neck of all the nations, so they 
may serve the king of Babylon.”’” l5Jere. 
miah also said to Hananiah, “The Lord has 
not sent you, but you have caused this peo- 
ple to be persuaded wrongfully. !®Therefore 
thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will cast you 
from the face of the earth; and you shall die 
this year.” !"So he died in the seventh 
month. 


æ. Jeremiah’s Letter to the Captives -~. 


3 6 These are the words of the letter 
y Jeremiah the prophet -sent from 
Jerusalem to the elders of the captivity, and 
to the priests and false prophets.t 2(He sent 
it to Babylon for the captivity and for all 
the people, after the departure from 
Jerusalem of Jeconiah the king, the queen 
mother, the eunuchs, and every freeman, 


bondman, and craftsman.) *Jeremiah sent 


the letter to Babylon by the hand of Elasah 


: i l the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son 
prophesied concerning war against many | 


of Hilkiah (whom Zedekiah king of Judah 
sent to Babylon, to the king of Babylon), 
saying,t | 

Thus says the Lord God of Israel con- 
cerning the captivity which I caused to be 
carried away from Jerusalem: Build 
houses and dwell in them. Plant gardens 
and eat their fruit.t Take wives. and beget 
sons and daughters; and take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters to hus- 
bands; and be multiplied and not dimin- 
ished. 7Seek the peace of the land into 


| which I carried you captive. Pray to the 


Lord for them, for in its peace you shall 
have peace. *For thus says the Lord: Do not 
let the false prophets in your midst deceive 


35:10 Hananiah symbolizes an early return of the exiles by breaking Jeremiah's yokes or shackles. Im- 
plied here as well is that he freed Jeremiah from his confinement, an act that was calculated to win 
Jeremiah’s support. The true prophet, unlike Hananiah, refuses to heed the flattery and vain promises 


of men. 


36:1 The words of the letter: A similar letter was sent by Jeremiah in the Epistle of Jeremiah. 
36:3 King Zedekiah could send this letter safely since he was essentially a vassal of Babylon at that 


time. 


36:5-7 This passage beautifully summarizes the Christian struggle in this life. We live in a dry and bar- 
ren land, in exile from our true homeland, which is Christ's holy kingdom, But we learn to live within 
our exile, enlarging the Church and becoming a blessing even to those hostile to us. The gardens are 
literally “paradises.” Hence, the passage admonishes planting and cultivating a life that resembles 


heaven on earth. 
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X a T40 JEREMIAH 37:12 


yous and do Peia diviner S persuade came to Jeremiah, saying, 26“Send to the 
ou, Nor hee ams you dream. For | captivity Saying, ‘Thus says the Lord co 
‘yoy prophesy wrongfully to you in M: ince iy aT y E niet Aan 
| they P if | y | cerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Be- 
ame, but I did not send them. | cause Shemaiah prophesied to Al 
For thus says the Lord: When seve though I did not send hi i a 
: OER enty | though I did not send him, and causes you 
ears are about to be fulfilled in Babylon, I | to trust in wrongdoings: 2’therefore. thus 
yill visit you and confirm My words to you, | says the Lord: Behold, I will visit Shemaiah 
to return your people to this place.t For Į | and his family. There shall not be a man of 
shall consider a plan of peace for you, to them in your midst to see the good things I 
give you good things and not calamities, | will do for you. They shall not see it? ” 
nTherefore, pray to Me, and I will hear you. | | | 
uSeek Me, and you will find Me, because | “=. Israel and Judah Will Be Reduced 7 
| you seek Me with all your heart. “I will ap- 3 / The word came to Jeremiah from 
gear to you,t Sfor you said, “The Lord es- the Lord, saying, °“Thus says the 
tablished prophets for us in Babylon.” Lord God of Israel: ‘Write in a book all the 
"Thus says the Lord against Achiab and | WOrds 1 have spoken to you. *For behold, 
Jedekiah: Behold, I will deliver them into | "® days will come,’ says the Lord, ‘when I 
the hands of the king of Babylon, and he Wi} return the captives of My people Israel 
shall smite them in your sight. They shall and Judah,’ says the Lord, ‘and I shall re- 
make of them a curse among all the captiv- | Un them to the land I gave to their fathers, 
iy of Judah in Babylon, saying, “May the ae they shall have dominion over it.’ ” 
Lord do to you as He did to Zedekiah and | . NOW these are the words the Lord spoke 
as He did to Achiab, whom the king of Seno israel and Judah, saying, 
babylon roasted in the fire,” !*because they ele Hye Ui Lora REN Ure 
committed lawlessness in israel; commit: sound o ‘ar There is tear and eres pol 
ied adultery with the wives of their teow- Ena 7 ASK and sre ia male EIvES Diril; 
lizens, and. spoke a word inMy name ange eT lear Ai which iiney 
miich did not-command then andiana shall hold fast their loins and look for 
Mines! cavasthe' Lord: = ee or ; see Ae man, and his hands 
“To Shemaiah the Nehelamite, you shall paleness “For that day AAT y Ate o ig 
aS did not send you in My name,” and | no other like it. There is little time tor Ja. 
ae the priest, the son of Ma- cob, and because of this, he will be saved. 
Th EJEA In that day, says the Lord, ‘I will break the 
e Lord made you priest in the place | yoke from their neck and hej 
ot Jehoiada the priest, to be an overseer in ! eta N Dreo 
e A n e chains; and Hey shall no longer work for 
"| aaa ord over oe p i foreigners. But they shall work for the 
but them in who is insane, an es shall | Lord their God, and I will raise up for them 
“posite prison or into the dungeon. | David their king.’t 
Ekaa ore why have you joined in | l0“Thus says the Lord: ‘I brought about 
Wophesied eremiah s of Anathoth, who your destruction. Your blow was painful. 
into nae to you? 3Did he not send you There was no one to judge your cause. You 
| far ofr 4 on for this purpose, saying, It IS | were painfully treated for healing, but this 
ere uild a house and dwell in it, and | was no benefit to you. “All your friends 
; han garden and eat its fruit. ” “Thus | forgot you. They do not ask about you, for 
Jeremi lah read this letter in the ears of |T struck you with the blow of your 
< Maht 235Then the word of the Lord | enemy, even firm correction. Your sins have 
iy ) ; 
| t g Seventy years: Jeremiah speaks both historically and mystically. There was a return of exiles un- 
| Gospe, (oo seventy years. During His earthly ministry, Christ chose seventy men to be heralds of the 
readin” 10:1-20), These seventy lived a godly life of obedience to Christ, suffering martyrdom and 
Yq, "9 the Kingdom—the true regathering from exile in the world. 
En A Prophecy of the Incarnation, when God the Son truly will appear to us in His flesh. 
Og € suggestion seems to be that Jeremiah had Zephaniah read aloud his very own rebuke. 
Iber 7 Of Course, never happened to fleshly Israel, Only with the coming of Christ were God's people 
9 Dayi r Om the control of foreigners. 
Ie °¥'0 their king is a reference to the Messiah, both the Lord God and the final king of David's 
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multiplied because of all your wrongdoing. 
Therefore, all who devour you shall be 
consumed, for all your enemies shall de- 
vour themselves. Your sins multiplied be- 
cause of the abundance of your wrongdo- 
ings, thus they did these things to you. But 
those who tore you to pieces shall be as 
prey, and | will give all who plundered you 
as plunder. '*For I will bring about your 


healing from a painful wound. I will heal | 


you, says the Lord. ‘For you were called 
Dispersed, for they said, “She is your prey, 
because no one seeks her. ” 

t5“Thús says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will turn 
back the captivity of Jacob and have mercy 
upon his captives. The city shall be built 
upon her summit, and the temple shall re- 
main according to His judgment.t !®Singers 
shall go forth from them. I- will multiply 
them, and they skall not be diminished. 
l7Their children shall enter as before, and 
their testimonies shall be. established be- 
fore Me. I will visit those whe afflict them. 


I8His mighty ones shai! be over them, and | 
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Israel; I shall build you, and you will be re. 
stored. You shall again take your tam. 


'bourine and go forth with the assembly of 


those who rejoice.t °Moreover, plant a vine. 
yard on the mountains of Samaria. Plant 
and praise,t ŝfor it is a day of calling, when 


those who defend you on the mountains of 


Ephraim will say, ‘Arise and go up to Zion 


to the Lord our God.’ ” 


7For thus says the Lord to Jacob: “Rejoice 
and exult in the Head of the nations. Make 
a proclamation and praise Him. Say, ‘The 
Lord saved His people, the remnant of Is- 
rael! Behold, bD will bring them from the 
north, and gather them from the ends of the 
earth to the feast of Passover. You shall 
beget a great multitude, and they shall re- 
turn here.t 9They went forth with weeping, 
but I will gather them with consolation. | 
will cause them to lodge by the channels of 
waters in an upright way, and they will not 


| be led astray; for L have become as a Father 
| to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn. 


i0“Hear the word of the Lord; you na- 


his ruler shall go forth of himself, and I will | tions. Proclaim it to the islands far distant 


gather them. They. shall return_to Me, for 
who is this who sets his heart to, return to 
Me?’ says the Lord. '9‘For the wrath oi the 
Lord goes out; a whirlwind of anger goes 
forth. It shall come against the ungodly. 
The fierce wrath of the Lord will not turn 
away until He executes it, and until He es- 
tablishes the undertaking of His heart. In 
the last days, you will come to know these 
things.” 


m A Father for Israel = 


“At that time,” says the Lord, “I will 
be as God to the family of Israel, 

and they shall be as My people.”' 
2Thus says the Lord: “I found him alive in 
the desert with those slain by the sword. Go 
and do not destroy Israel.” “The Lord ap- 
peared to him from afar, saying, “I have 
loved you with an everlasting love; there- 
fore, I drew you in compassion. ‘O virgin of 








37:15-20 A prophecy of the coming of Christ and His judgment. The children (v. 17) are the faithful 


and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will also 
gather and protect him, as one who feeds 
his flock. |For the Lord redeemed Jacob. 
He redeemed him from the hand of those 
stronger than he. !2They shall come and be 
glad in the mountain of Zion, and they shall 
come to the goodness of the Lord; to the 
land of wheat, wine, and fruit, and of cattle 
and sheep: Their soul shall be like a fruitful 
tree, and they shall hunger no more! 
\3Then shall the virgins rejoice in the as- 
sembly of young men, and the old men 
shall rejoice. I will turn their mourning into 
joy; and I will make them glad. “I will mag 


-nify and cheer with wine the soul of these 


priests, the sons of Levi, and My people 
shall be satisfied with My good things.” 


DN Mercy for Ephraim «> 


l8Thus says the Lord: “A voice of lamen: 
tation, weeping, and mourning was hea 





who enter the Church. Testimonies (v. 17) translates the Greek word martyria, pointing to the martyrs 


of Christ. 


38:1-14 An extended prophecy of the compassion o 


f Christ for the Church. 


38:4 O virgin of Israel: The renewal of Israel includes moral purity, pointing to the Virgin who truly 
sanctified Israel, by giving birth to Him who is the source of true purity, Christ our God, 


38:5 The vineyard in Samaria speaks of the establishment of the gospel among the Gentiles. 
38:8 The Passover, later to be known as Pascha or Easter, This is an explicit prophecy of the crucifi 


xion of 


Christ, which happened on the Passover, thereby bringing a great multitude into the kingdom of G0% 


38:12 The fruitful tree speaks of the cross, 


a 
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Ramah. Rachel does not wish to cease 
mourni ” . i 

use they are no more. t 16Thus says the 
rd: “Let your voice cease from its bitter 
eeping and your eyes from tears, for there 
sa reward for your works, and they shall 
turn from the land of their enemies. 
There shall be an abiding home for your 
children. 3 

i] heard the news of Ephraim, lament- 
ing, ‘You chastised me, and I was chastised. 
Like a calf, I was not taught, but turn me 
hack, and | shall return; for You are the 
Lord my God. '*For after my captivity I re- 
pented, and after I knew, I groaned because 
of the day of shame, and showed You that I 
bore the reproach of my youth.’ 2°Ephraim 
isa beloved son and a child who is a delight 
to Me, because My words are in him. I will 
| surely remember him; therefore I hastened 
to help him. I will surely Have mercy upon 
him,” says the Lord. | 

“Rouse yourself, O Zion, and bring 
| about vengeance. Be strong in your heart 
and return by the way you went. O virgin of 
israel. Return to your cities and mourn, 
“How long, O dishonored daughter, will 

you turn away? For the Lord has created 
safety by a new planting. Men will travel 
about in security.”t 

“Thus says the Lord: “They will say this 
| Word in the land of Judah and its cities 

When I bring back the host of captives: 
Blessed is the Lord on His righteous and 
holy mountain,’ 24There shall be those who 
dwell in the cities of Judah and in all its 
land, together with the farmer, and the 
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have satiated every thirsty soul and filled 
ery hungry soul.” 26Therefore, I awoke 
iy beheld, and my sleep was pleasant to 


sg, Therefore, behold, days are coming,’ 
JS the Lord, “when I will sow Israel and 

4h with the seed of man and the seed of 
‘tle, 281t shall come to pass, as I watched 
| Wili them to overthrow and afflict, so too, I 
Watch over them to build and plant,” 





a T 
Chr; : 
‘| alco 3:3; Heb 10;15-18). | 
| union € Prophet points to the giving of 
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says the Lord. mr those days, they shall 
ng deeply over her children, be- | 


| shepherd shall go forth with his flock, “For | 


| o Here we are Faminded of the slaughter of the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem (Mt 2:18). 
| 2 The new planting is the Church, the new israel, as well as the New Testament (1Co 3:6-8). 


| On i the gospel it is made clear that no one person w 


he implanting of the new covenant, the law 


JEREMIAH 38: 


i 


not say, ‘The fathers ate sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth were set on edge.’ *°But 
rather, each shall die in his own sin, and the 
teeth of him who eats the sour grapes shall 
be set on edge.t 


æ The New Covenant S=: 
31“Behold, days are coming,” says the 
Lord; “when I shall make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, not according to the covenant I 
made with their fathers in the day I took 
hold of their hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt; for they did not abide in My 
covenant, and | disregarded them,” says the 
Lord. 33“For this is the covenant I will make 
with the house ‘of Israel after those days,” 
says the Lord: “I will surely put My laws 
into their mind and write them on their 
hearts. I will be as God to them, and they 
shall be as My people.t 34*Each shall not 
teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord, for all shall know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them. For I will be merciful to their wrong- 
doings, and I will no longer remember their 
SIS apace 
35“Though the sky should be raised to a 
greater height,” says the Lord, “and though 
the ground of the earth should be sunk 
lower beneath, yet I would not reject the 
family of Israel,” says the Lord, “for all they 
have done.” °*Thus says the Lord, who 
gives the sun as a light by day, and the 
moon and the stars as a light by night; and 
who makes the sea roar so its waves make 
a crashing sound. The Lord Almighty is His 
name. 37“If these laws cease from before 
Me.” says the Lord, “the family of Israel 
shall also cease to be a nation before Me 
forever. i ; 
_ 38“Behold, days are coming,” says the 
Lord, “when the city shall be built for the 
Lord from the Tower of Hananel to the Cor- 
ner Gate. “The measure of the city shall 
proceed in front of them as far as the hills 
of Gareb, and it shall be encircled round 





ill be guilty of the sins of another, only of his 


in the heart, was clearly effected with the coming 


the Holy Spirit to the Church so that knowledge of and com- 
n with God can be for all men, not just for holy! prophets and kings as in the old covenant. 
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about by choice stones. “°All Hasaremoth 





as far as the Kidron River, to the corner of 


the Horse Gate eastward, shall be a sanctu- 


ary to the Lord. It shall not fail or be de- 


stroyed anymore forever.” 


~, Jeremiah Buys a Field -= 

3 7 Jeremiah in the tenth year of King 
Zedekiah of Judah. This was the eighteenth 
year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon.t 2The forces of 
Babylon’s army made a fortification against 
Jerusalem, and Jeremiah was kept in the 
court of the prison which was in the king’s 
house, ĉin which King Zedekiah shut him 
up; saying, “Why do, you orephesy, saying, 
‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, | give this 
city into the hane of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it. *Zedekiah shall not es- 
cape from the hand of the Chaldeans, for 
he shall surely be delivered into the hands 
of the king of Babylon. He shall speak with 
him face to face and see him eye to eye. 
5Then Zedekiah shall go to Babylon and 
dwell there.” ’ ” 

6Again the word of the Lord came to Jer- 
emiah, saying,t “Behold, Hanamel the son 
of Shallum, your father’s brother, will come 
to you, saying, 
Anathoth, for you have the right to receive 
it as a possession.’ ” 8S0 
of Shallum, my father’s brother, came to 
me in the court of the prison and said to 
me, “Buy my field in Anathoth, which is in 
the land of Benjamin. The right to buy it 1s 
yours and you are the elder.” So I knew this 
was the word of the Lord. "Thus I bought 
the field from Hanamel, the son of my fa- 
ther’s brother, and weighed him seventeen 
shekels of silver. '°l wrote it in a book, 
sealed it, took the testimony of witnesses, 
and weighed the money on the scales. 
i1Then I took the book of the purchase that 
was sealed and gave it to Baruch the son 
of Neriah, son of Mahseiah, in 
Hanamel, the son of my father’s brother, 
and in the sight of th 
and who signed the purchase deed, and in 
the sight of those Jews in the court of the 
prison. 

3Then 
saying, '4“Thus says 


39:1 Tenth year: 587 ac, the beginning of the 
39:6-12 This incident reveals that the prophe 
aware of the impen 
area, revealing that t 


I charged Baruch in their sight, 
the Lord Almighty: 





he Jews were to leave J 


1152 | 





‘and vineyards sha 


The word came from the Lord to, 


the king of 


‘Buy yourself my field in- 


Hanamel the son | 


the sight of | 


e men who stood by | 


ding disaster. But the purchase took place outside of J 
erusalem and become servants in Babylon. 









‘Take this purchase deed and the deed that 
was read aloud and put it in an earthen veg- 
sel, that it may remain many days.’ !5For 
thus says the Lord: ‘Even fields, houses, 
ll be possessed in this 


land.’ ” 

=~. Jeremiah’s Prayer Acknowledges 

God’s Faithfulness ~~ 

16A fter I gave the book of the purchase to 
Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the 
Lord, saying, “O Lord, You made heaven 
and earth by Your great strength and by 
Your high and uplifted arm. There is noth- 
ing hidden from You. I8You grant mercy to 
thousands, and repay the sins of the fathers 
into the bosoms of their children after 


‘them, the Great and Mighty God, !*the Lord 


of great counsel and powertul in deeds, the 
Great God, the Almighty and the Lord of 
great name. Your eyes are upon the ways of 
the sons of men, to give everyone according 
to his way. 20You did signs and wonders in 
the land of Egypt, even to this day, and in 
Israel and among the inhabitants of the 
earth. You made Yourself a name, as it is 


this day. 2!You brought Your people Israel 


out of the land of Egypt with signs and 
wonders, with a strong hand and a high 
arm, and with great visions. 22You gave 
them this land, which You swore to their fa- 
thers, a land flowing with milk and honey. 
23They went in and took it; but they did not 
listen to Your voice or walk in Your com- 
mandments. They did none of the things 
You commanded them to do, and it cause 
all of these calamities to happen to them. 
“Behold, a multitude comes against this 
city, and the city is given into the hands 0 
the Chaldeans who wage war against it, 
with the power of sword and famine. AS 
You have spoken, thus it has happened. 
25You did say to me, ‘Buy for yourself the 
field for silver” So I wrote the book, seale¢ 
it, and took the testimony of witnesses. € 
the city has been given into the hand of thë 
Chaldeans.” 
«a Jerusalem Will Fall -+ 

26The word of the Lord came to me, say- 
ing, 271 am the Lord, the God of all flesh. 
Shall anything be hidden from Me 
28Therefore thus says the Lord God of Is- 





siege of Jerusalem. | te 
t had hope in the field he purchased, even though he i 


erusalem in an unprotecte 











l 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— č = —S - 








a 








| Ment’: 37 


Wrath a 
[will br 








ye shall take it. “For the Chaldeans shall 
me and wage war against this city. They 


pall burn this city with fire, and burn up 


ne houses in which they burnt incense to 
Baal on their housetops, and poured drink 


| offerings to other gods to provoke Me. 30For 


me children of Israel and the children of 
judah alone did evil in My sight from their 
youth. *'For this city provoked My wrath 
and anger from the day they built it even to 
this day, so I removed it from My presence, 
because Of all the evils of the children of 
israel and Judah which they did to provoke 
Me—they and their kings, and their rulers, 
priests and prophets, and the men of Judah 
and those living in Jerusalem. 33They 
tumed their back to Me and not their face 
[taught them early in the morning, yes I 


| taught them, but they did not listeri to take 


hold of the instruction. °“tnastead. they put 
heir unclean defilements in the house in 
which My name js caled. They built al- 
tars to Baal in the valley of the son of Hin- 
tom, to offer their sons and daughters to 
King Molech, which things I did not com- 
mand; nor did such things come into My 
heart, for them to do this abomination to 
“ause Judah to sin.’t 


™. God Reaffirms His Covenant s> 


**Now thus Says the Lord God of Israel. 


ainst this city of which you say, ‘It shall 


40ylon by sword, famine, and banish- 
Behold, I will gather them out of 
“ety land where I scattered them in My 
nd anger and in great provocation. 


ing them back to this place and will 
tause th 


she them to dwell in confidence. *8They 
| Codie’ to Me as a people, and I shall be as 
0 


them, 39] will give them another way 


| i 4 different heart, to fear Me all their 


i for their good and for the good of 


Ver] children’ after them.t 40] will make an 


ast 





ing Covenant with them, by which I 
ara Th 


9.3 2 'be.an acceptable sacrifice to a god. 
Wan See note on 38:33. 
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< This city shall certainly be delivered | 
| to the hands of the king of Babylon, and 





| wrongdoings by which they sinned against 


e Greek word translated to offer has a sacrificial connotation, the exact word used in the 
| blidrer à of the Eucharist. This makes the deed all the more horrible, that Israel saw the death of their 
| Sildr er 


_ JEREMIAH 40:8 


a ———_— 








will not turn away from them. I will put My 
fear into their heart so they may not depart 
from Me.t 4!] will visit them to do good to 
them, and I will plant them in this land in 
faithfulness, and with all My heart and 
soul,’t 

“Kor thus says the Lord: ‘As I have 
brought all these great calamities upon this 
people, so I will bring upon them all the 
good things I have spoken. 4%Fields will yet 
be bought in the land of which you Say, “It 
is impassable for men and cattle, for they 
were delivered into the hands of the 
Chaldeans.” “But they shall buy fields with 
money, and you will write a book, seal it, 
and take the testimony of witnesses in the 
land of Benjamin and round about 
Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah and 
the mountains, and in the cities of the low- 
land, and the south; for I will turn back 
their captivity,” 


“=. The Nation Will Be Restored = 

4 ~The word of the Lord came to 

Jeremiah a second time when he 
was yet bound in the court of the prison. 
saying, *“Thus says the Lord, He who made 
the earth and formed it to establish it—the 
Lord is His name: 3‘Cry out to Me, and I will 
answer you. I will proclaim to you great 
and mighty things. which you do not know’ 


*“For thus says the Lord God of Israel 
concerning the houses of this city and the 


| houses of the king of Judah, which were 
delivered into the hands of the king of | 


pulled down and made into entrenchments 


| and outer fortifications, ŝto fight against 


the Chaldeans and to fill the city with dead 
men, whom I struck in My wrath and anger, 
and I turned away My face from them be- 
cause of all their evils: *Behold, I bring her 
health and healing for her wounds, and 1 
will show them how to obey. Yes, I will heal 
this city and bring about peace and faith- 
fulness,t 7I shall return the captives of Ju- 
dah and Israel and will restore them, even 
as before. *I will cleanse them from all their 


| ture “erlasting covenant: After this prophecy, only the covenant of Jesus Christ was of an eternal 


"Of th h emphasizes that the new covenant will be made on the basis of faithfulness, not the 
| Mig lẹ Law., | 1 


Me lan tt alone brings healing for our wounds. The service of healing is a sacrament in the Church 
14-16), | | 
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Me. I will not remember their sins by which 
they sinned against Me and withdrew from 
Me. *This shall be for the gladness, praise, 
and majesty of all the people of the earth, 
who shall hear all the good things I will do. 
They Shall fear and be provoked concern- 
ing all the good things and the peace I shall 
bring upon them,’ 

i “Thus says the Lord: “There shall yet be 
heard in this place,‘in which you say, “It is 
destitute of people and cattle,” in the cities 
of Judah and outside of Jerusalem, in the 
places made desolate, without man and 
cattle; Uthe voice of gladness and. joyful: 
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the 
bride, -the voice of those: saying, “Give 
thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is 


good, for His)merey endures forever.” They | 


will bring gifts into the house of the Lord; 

for | shail bring back all the captives-of that 

land as it was before, says the Lord. 
12*Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘There 


shall yet be in this place of desolation with- | 


out man and cattle, and in all its cities, rest- 
ing places for the shepherds to bed down 
their sheep. In the cities of the hill coun- 
try and the valley, and in the-cities of the 
south and the land of Benjamin, and in the 
cities around Jerusalem and Judah, sheep 
shall again pass under the hand of him who 
counts them,’ says the Lord.” 


~ God Warns Zedekiah e> 
4 1 The word came to Jeremiah from 

the Lord, when Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon and all his army and every 
land of his dominion warred against 
Jerusalem and all the cities of Judah, say- 
ing, 2“Thus says the Lord: ‘Go to Zedekiah 
king of Judah, and you shall tell him, “Thus 


says the Lord: ‘This city shall certainly be 
delivered into the hands of the: king of 


Babylon; and he shall take it and burn it | 


with fire. 2You shall not escape from his 
hand, but shall certainly be taken and de- 
livered into his hands. Your eyes shall see 


his eyes, and you will speak with him face > 


to face, You shall enter Babylon.’ But hear 
the word of the Lord, O Zedekiah king of 
Judah. Thus says the Lord: *You shall die 


41:5 The LXX transliterates a generic Semit 
use of the Greek word kurios, translated 
41:8-11 Jeremiah reiterates the prophecy of the co 
slavery and servitude. For Christians, this is a lesson 
For, if we do no 
the kingdom of God, we must | 7 
41:9 Setting his servant free comes In obedi 





rgi | wi i | . If we want to be 
t forgive others, God will not forgive us (Mt 6:14, 15). | | 

i become servants to others (Mk 10:43, 44). n 
ence to the Law (Dt 15:12-15). 


°So Jeremiah, spoke all these words to 
King Zedekiah in Jerusalem; 7Then the 
army of the king of Babylon waged war 
against Jerusalem and against the cities of 
Judah, and against Lachish and Azekah, 
for these strong cities were left among the 
cities of Judah. 


æ Failure to Free the Slaves = 

8’The word came from the Lord to Jere- 
miah, after King Zedekiah concluded a 
covenant with all the people, to proclaim a 
remission;t °that every man should set his 
servant free—each male and female ser- 
vant of his, the Hebrew man. and the He- 
brew woman—that no man of. Judah 
should be a servant.' !°Then.all the princes 
and all the people who entered into the 
covenant to set free each male and female 
servant of his, |!again forced them to be 
male and female servants. | | 

\2Therefore the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah, saying, !3“Thus says the Lord 
God of Israel: ‘I made a covenant with your 
fathers in the day I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, 
saying, “When six years are complete, 
you shall set free your Hebrew brother who 


will be sold to you, for he shall serve you 


six years, then you will send him forth a 


| free man.” But they did not listen to Me, nor 


inclined their ear. Even today, they turned 
to do what is right in My sight, to proclaim 


| remission to each neighbor of his. So they 
| concluded a covenant before Me in the 


house called by My name. !®But you turned 
away and profaned My name to bring back 
each male and female servant of his, whom 
you set free in their soul, to be once again 
your male and female servants. 4 
“Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘You dié 
not listen to Me to proclaim remission 0 
each neighbor of his. Behold, | proclaim © 
remission to you for the sword, and i 
death and famine. | will deliver you 85 





ic word for lord to prevent any confusion resulting from è 
“Lord,” a reference to God. pN 
ming destruction of the land, linking it this time a 
in forgiveness and becoming the servants © Que 


come great in 


1 í (a! 











jjgpersion among all the kingdoms of the 
and is] will deliver the men who trans- 
„essed My covenant, who did not keep My 
covenant they made before Me, with the 





fe priests and the people, 2°I will deliver 


nem to their enemies, and their dead bod- 
es shall be food for the birds of the sky and 
the wild animals of the earth. 2!I' will de- 
iver Zedekiah the king of Judah and their 
ulers into the hands of their enemies, and 


he army of the king of Babylon shall chase | 


those who run away from them. 2?Behold, | 
shall command them,’ says the Lord, ‘and I 
will turn them to this land, and they will 
fight against it. They shall take it and burn 
it with fire; even the cities of Judah; which 
| will cause to be desolate and without in- 
habitant.” 


w The Obedient Rechabites -=z 
4 The word came to.Jeremiah from 

‘the Lord in the days of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah, saying, 2“Go to the house of 
the Rechabites; and you shall bring them to 
the house of the Lord, into onevof the 
courts, and give them wine to:drink.”t 3So 1 
brought out Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, 
ihe son of Habazziniah, and his brothers 


and his sons; and all the house of: the | 


Rechabites,t 4and | brought them into the 
house of the Lord, into the chamber of 

€ sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah,\a 
a of God, which was near the house of 

€ ruler who was over the- house: of 
i aseiah the son of Shallum, who kept the 
‘iti I set before them a pitcher of wine 
ii Cups, and said, “Drink wine,” 

ul they said, “We will drink no wine, 


7 our father, Jonadab the son of Rechab, | 


| re nanded us, saying, ‘Drink no wine, 
her 
you build a house, nor sow any seed, 
dWel] all you have a vineyard; for you shall 
Many gents all your days, so-you may live 
Murmer s sat the land where you are so- 
ladap = S0 we obeyed the voice of Jo- 
Our father so as to drink no wine all 





ees 


pung bull they offered as a sacrifice: the 
“ers of Judah and the mighty men, and | 


you nor your sons forever; nor 
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our days; we and our wives, and our sons 
-and daughters, "and so as to build no 


houses to dwell in. Thus, we have no vine- 
yard, field, or seed, !°for we dwell in tents; 
because we obeyed everything Jonadab our 
father commanded us. !'Then it came to 
pass, when Nebuchadnezzar came up 
against the land, we said, ‘Let us go and en- 


ter Jerusalem because of the presence of 


the army of the Chaldeans and the army of 
the Assyrians.’ So we dwelt there.” 

l2Then the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, !3“Thus says the Lord: ‘Go and tell 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, “Will you not receive correction 
to obey My words? /4The sons of Jonadab 
the son of Rechab kept the word he com- 
manded his children so as to drink no wine, 
and they did not drink it. But I spoke to you 


| early. I spoke, but you did not obey. '°I also 


sent to you My servants the prophets, say- 


ing, ‘Let each of you turn from his evil way, 


and amend your doings. Do not go after 
other gods to serve them, and you will 
dwell in the land I gave you and your fa- 
thers.’ But you did not incline your ear, nor 


did you obey. '®Yet the sons of Jonadab the 


son of Rechab kept the commandment of 
their father, but this people did not obey 
Me. ” !’Therefore, thus says the Lord: ‘Be- 
hold, I will bring on Judah and on the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem all the evils I pro- 
nounced against them,’ | 

__18°Therefore, thus says the Lord: ‘Since 
the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab 
obeyed the commandment of their father to 
do as their father commanded them,t 
t9there shall never be wanting a man of the 
sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab to stand 
before My face while the earth remains.’ ” 


_« The Scroll Is Read in the Temple => 
4 Now in the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying,t 2“Take for yourself the scroll of a 
book, and write on it all the words I in- 
structed’ you against Jerusalem, and 






Pau God promises to bless those who obey their father, a point which highlights the apostle 
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WEN on those who live without the Mosaic Law, yet nevertheless have a law of their own 
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of Josiah king of Judah even to this day.t 
3Perhaps the house of Judah will hear all 
the calamities I purpose to bring upon 


them, so as to turn them from their evil 
way; and I shall be merciful to their wrong- | 


doings and sins.” 

4So Jeremiah called Baruch the son of 
Neriah, and he wrote on a scroll all the 
words of the Lord from the mouth of Jere- 
miah. which he spoke to him.t Thus Jere- 
miah commanded Baruch, saying, “I am 
under guard and unable to go into the 
house of the Lord,t so you shall read from 
this scroll in the-ears of the people in the 


house of the Lord on the day of fasting, and | 


in the hearing of Judah, who come from 
their city. You shall read to them. 7Perhaps 


their supplication will come before the face | 


of the Lord, and they will cum from their 


evil way; for great is the anger and wrath of- 
| you and the man Jeremiah. Let no one 


the Lord which He pronounced against this 
people.” 850 Baruch did according to all 
Jeremiah commanded him, to read from 


the book the words of the Lord in the house | 


of the Lord. 

9Then it came to pass in the eighth year 
of King Jehoiakim, in the ninth month, all 
the people in Jerusalem and in the house of 
Judah proclaimed a fast before the Lord. 
l0Baruch read from the book the words of 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the 
house of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the 
scribe, and in the upper court at the entry 


of the new gate of the Lord’s house, in the | 


hearing of all the people. 


= The Scroll Is Read to the Rulers 
and People = 

uNow Michaiah the son of Gemariah, 
the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of 
the Lord from the book. 2He then went 
down to the house of the king, into the 
home of the scribe, and behold, there were 
sitting all the rulers: Elishama the scribe, 
Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, Elnathan the 
son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of 


43:2 This chapter chro 
event came early in Jeremiah’s ministry, 

43:4 Jeremiah enlists Baruch as his scribe to record 
43:5, 6 For a reason not known, Jeremiah was not 
asked Baruch to read the scroll in his stead, 
43:14, 15 Sometime after the scroll was rea 


dah. 
43:16-19 Upon hearing the message from the sc 
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from the day I spoke to you, from the days 





nicles the writing of the words of the Lord that came to Jeremiah on a 


the words of the Lord on the scroll. 
permitted to enter the house of the Lo 


d to the people, it was read by Baruch to the rulers 












Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, 
and all the rulers. So Michaiah declared 
to them all the words he heard Baruch read 


lin the ears of the people. "Then all the 


rulers sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the 
son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to 
Baruch the son of Neriah, saying, “Take in 
your hand the scroll to read in the hearing 
of the people and come.” So Baruch took 
the scroll and went down to them.t Then 
they said to him, “Read it again in our 
ears.” So Baruch read it. !*Now it came to 
pass, when they heard all the words, they 
took counsel each with his neighbor, and 
said, “Let us report all these words to the 
king”t So they asked Baruch, saying, 
“How. did you come to write all these 
words?” \8Baruch replied, “Jeremiah pro- 
claimed all these words to me from his 
mouth, and I wrote them in the book.’ 
Then they said to Baruch, “Go and hide, 


know where you are.” 


æ The King Burns the Scroll => 


20So they went to the king, into the court, 
but gave the scroll for safekeeping in the 
house of Elishama; and they reported to 
the king all these words. 2!The king then 
sent Jehudi to fetch the scroll, and he took 
it from the house of Elishama. Jehudi then 
read it in the ears of the king, and in the 
ears of all the rulers who stood around the 
king. 22Now the king was sitting in the win- 
ter house, anda hearth with a burning fire 
was before him. Then it came to pass, as 
Jehudi was reading the third or four 
page, he cut them off with the scribe's knife 
and cast them into the fire of the hearth, 
until all of the scroll was consumed by the 
fire of the hearth.t 24But the king and his 
servants who heard all these words did not 
seek the Lord, neither did they tear their 
garments, ?5But Elnathan, Delaiah, an 
Gemariah pointed out to the king that he 
should not burn up the scroll. **The ng 


scroll. This 





rd. Thus, he 


of Jur 


roll, the rulers’ response was twofold: (1) they wante 


the king to hear the message, (2) they sent Baruch and Jeremiah into hiding. 


43:23 The message tr 


oubled the king to the extent that he cast the scroll into the fire page by page 
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Chaldeans heard the report concerning 
them, and they departed from Jerusalem. 
“The word of the Lord then came to Jere- 
miah, saying, “Thus says the Lord: ‘In this 
way you shall speak to the king of Judah 
who sent you to seek Me: “Behold. the 
army of Pharaoh which came up to help 
you, they shall return to the land of Egypt,t 
Sand the Chaldeans shall return again to 
fight against this city. They shall take it and 
burn it with fire.” ” Thus says the Lord: ‘Do 
not suppose in your souls, saying, “The 
Chaldeans will surely depart from us,” yet 
they will not depart. For: though you 
should- smite the whole army of the 
Chaldeans who wage war against you, and 
they left certain wounded men, these men 
would rise up and burn this city with fire.’ ” 





——— 


~ jen commanded Jerahmeel the king’s son 
| Nd Seraiah the son of Azriel to seize 
) partic and Jeremiah, but they were hid- 


den: 
s Jeremiah Rewrites the Scroll s7 

The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah 
after the king burned the scroll containing 
,|the words Baruch wrote from the mouth 
of Jeremiah, saying,t 28“Take again another | 
scroll, and write on the scroll all the words 

which King Jehoiakim burned. 2°Then you 
| shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “You burned 
this scroll, saying, ‘Why did you write in it. 
saying, “The king of Babylon will’certainly 
come in and utterly destroy this land; and 
man and cattle will cease from jit”?’ ” 
“Therefore thus says the Lord against Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah: “He shall have no 
one to sit on the throne of David, and his 


body shall b h s Jeremiah Is Imprisoned -= 
dead body shall be cast cut into the heat of Then it came to pass Wher the armoni 
the day and the frost of the night. 31Sọ 1 will | | pass, y 


sed eae ie ERIC RCT ORY ae ~; | the Chaldeans left Jerusalem because of 
ng upon them and the inhabitants ot | the Presence of Pharaoh's army, Jeremiah 
jerusalem, and upon the lend of Judah. all | left Jerusalem to go into the land of Ben- 
he calamities I spoke regarding them, for | Huis agy Ap A jane 3 ne KERI 
hey did not heed them.” >” 22Then Baruch | aan th 5 teat ne ve 5 pero: 
ok another scroll, and he wrote on it all ithe . ae Mes ae Bo ir h pe aS sith 
he words of the book from the mouth of Shales E AR ge x arse | 4, 3 son X 
_Æremiah which Jehoiakim burned. There | ` e SUS SOD 0 a ananiah, and £ 
vere yet more words added to it like the sel7ed veremialy saying, nou fae Veena to 
former ) the Chaldeans!” “But he said, “That is a lie! 
| I am not fleeing to the Chaldeans.” Yet he 
did not listen to him. So Irijah seized Jere- 
miah and brought him to the rulers. '5The 
rulers were embittered against Jeremiah: 
and they struck him and sent him to the 
house of Jonathan the scribe; for they 
made this into a prison.t '6So Jeremiah en- 
tered the dungeon and the cells and sat 
there many days. 

'7Then Zedekiah sent and called for him. 
The king secretly asked him, saying, “Is 
there a word from the Lord?” He replied, 
| “There is. You shall be delivered into the 
hands of the king of Babylon.” !8Then Jere- 
miah said to the king, “What offense have I 
committed against you, your servants, or 








™. Zedekiah Becomes King «> 
Then Zedekiah the son of Josiah | 
reigned instead of Jehoiakim, 
i om Nebuchadnezzar appointed to reign 
| dea Judah.t 2But neither he nor his ser- 
ies nor the people of the land gave heed 
the © words of the Lord which He spoke by 
| “Nand of Jeremiah. ?Then Zedekiah the 
VP ent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and 
| kere aniah the priest, son of Maaseiah, to 
Pte ae Saying, “Indeed, pray to the Lord 
| his ow Jeremiah came and passed 
Mit pee the midst of the city, and they did 
Pha F him in the prison. Then the army of 
| 20h came up from Egypt; and the 
gig Jeremiah conscripts Baruch to rewrite the scroll, using the occasion to predict the death of 
| 44. lakim | 
: yy < dekiah replaces Jehoiakim as ruler in Judah, | verti 
Assyria ihe Image here plays off the earlier deliverance of Jerusalem under Hezekiah, when 185,000 
: M1 ns Were killed (4Kg 19). | 

Mire = Probably the purchase of property mentioned in 39:6-25, | | 
"no Ai Greek word here translated embittered is identical to that found in the famous Paschal ser- 
With thath John Chrysostom: “It [death] was embittered!” From the vantage point of those familiar 





Eg 


Omily, we see the embitterment of death foretold in the anger of the rulers. | 


JEREMIAH 44:19 


this people, that you have put me in the 
prison? !9%Where are your prophets who 
prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of 
Babylon will not come against the land’? 
20Now, O lord the king, let my supplication 
come before your face. For why do you re- 
turn me to the house of Jonathan the 
scribe? Do not let me die there.” 2!Then the 
king gave the command, and they cast him 
into the prison. They gave him one loaf of 
bread daily from their bakery until the 
bread in the city failed. So Jeremiah re- 
mained in the. court of the prison. 


a. Jeremiah in the Muddy Pit > 
A Shephatiah the son of Mattan, 
bof Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and 
Jucal the son of Shelemiah heard the words 
Jeremiah spoke to the pecpie, saying, 
2“Thus says the. Lord: ‘He, who dwells in 
this city shall die by the sword and famine, 
but he who goes out to the Chaldeans shall 
live. His life shall be as finding a treasure, 
for he shall live.” °For thus says the Lord: 
‘This city shall most assuredly be given 
into the hands of the army of the king 
of Babylon, and they shail take it.” 
4Therefore they said to the king, “Indeed; 






—— 





let that man be put to death, for by speak- | 


ing to them such words, he weakens the 
hands of the fighting men left in the city 
and the hands of all the people. This man 
does not prophesy peace for this people, 
but evil.” "Then the king replied, “Behold, 


he is in your hands,” for the king could not | 


resist them. ®So they cast him into the pit of 
Malchiah the king’s son, who was in the 
court of the prison. They let Jeremiah down 
into the pit where there was no water, ex- 
cept for mud; thus he was in the mud. 
7Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian was in the 
household of the king; and he heard they 
put Jeremiah into the pit, and that the king 
was at the Gate of Benjamin.t 8S0 he went 
out to the king and spoke to him, saying, 
You did evil in what you did, to kill this 


man by hunger, for there is no more bread 
in the city.” WThen the king commanded 


Ebed-Melech, saying, “Take with you thirty 
men from here and lift him out of the pit, 
lest he die.” ''So Ebed-Melech took the men 
and entered into the underground area of 
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the king’s house, From there, they took old 








rags and old ropes and threw them down 





into the pit to Jeremiah. '*Then he said, 


“Put these under the ropes,” and Jeremiah 
did so. So they pulled Jeremiah up with 
the ropes and lifted him out of the pit. But 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the 
prison. 
= Zedekiah Converses with Jeremiah 7- 
l4Then the king sent and summoned Jer- 
emiah to himself at the third entrance of 
the Lord’s house. The king said to him, “I 
will ask you a question, and indeed do not 


| hide anything from me.”t ‘Jeremiah 


replied to the king, “If I tell you, will you 


‘not surely put me to death? But if I advise 
you, you will not heed me.” !®So the king 


swore to him, saying, “As the-Lord lives 
who made this soul in us, surely I will not 
put you to death, nor will I give you into the 
hands of these men.” 

17 Jeremiah then said to him, “Thus says 
the Lord: ‘If you will indeed go out to the 
leaders of the king of Babylon, your soul 
shall live, and this city shall not be burned 


with fire; and you and your house will 


live. 8But if you do not go out, this city 
shall be delivered into the hands of the 
Chaldeans. They shall burn it with fire, 
and you will not escape.’ ” 19The king said 
to Jeremiah, “lam afraid of the Judeans 
who fled to the Chaldeans, lest they de- 
liver me into their hands, and they mock 


me.” 20But Jeremiah said, “They will not 


deliver you. Hear the word of the Lord | 
speak to you, and it will be good for you: 
and your soul will live. 2'But if you refuse 
to go out, this is the word the Lord 
showed me: 22‘Behold, all the women who 
were left behind in the house of the king 
of Judah and were led out to the rulers of 
the king of Babylon said, “Your peace 
loving men deceived you and will preva! 
against you, They will cause your feet t0 
slide and fail, and will turn away from 
you.” 23They will also lead out your wives 
and children to the Chaldeans, and you 
shall not escape; for you will be taken DY 
the hand of the king of Babylon, and this 
city shall be burned.’ ” > 

1Then the king said to him, “Let no man 
know of these words, and you shall not @* 


5But if the rulers hear that I talked with 





45:7-13 Interestingly, it is a Gentile, not a Jew, who pulls Jeremiah from the pit. Throughout the OT We 


see the willingness of the Gentiles to respond to a servant of the Lord. Mak | vA | 
45:14-28 Zedekiah is eager to receive Jeremiah’s secret counsel, but whatever gratitude he has is no 


enough to free Jeremiah from prison (v. 28). 
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oy and they come to you and say, ‘Tell us, 
| what did the king say to you? Do not hide it 
m us, and we will not put you to death, 





9 what did the king say to*you?’ 26Then | 


you shall say to them, ‘I brought my suppli- 
cations before the presence of the king, 
mat he would not send me back to the 
nouse of Jonathan to die there.’ ” 27Then all 
he rulers came to Jeremiah and asked him, 
and he told them all these words the king 
| commanded him, So. they were silent, for 
| the word of the Lord was not.to be heard. 
wJeremiah then remained in the court of 
| the prison until the time. Jerusalem was 
taken. 

s The Fall of Jerusalem + 
4 Now it came to pass in the ninth 

year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the tenth month, Nebucliadnezzar king of 
Babylon and all his army came against 
Jerusalem and besieged it.’ 2Then in ‘the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, iii the fourth 
month, on the ninth day of the month, 
the city was broken apart. *All the leaders 
of the king of Babylon went ‘in and sat in 
ihe middle gate: Nergal-Sharezer, Sam- 
gar-Nebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergal- 
Sarezer, and Rabmag, with the rest of'the 
lers of the king of Babylon. 


®. Jeremiah Is Released to Gedaliah > 


‘They sent and took Jeremiah from the 


wurt of the prison, and committed him to 
Sedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan: then they brought him out and 
“a him in the midst of the people. 

The word of the Lord then came to Jere- 
Mah in the court of the prison, saying,' 
60 and say to Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, 
l ae Says the Lord God of Israel: “Behold, 
cag Dring My words upon this city for 
mites and not for good. 7But | shall de- 
ais you in that day, and I shall not give you 
rese € hands of the men before whose 
fojjy e YOU are afraid. *For I shall surely 
Word You, and you shall not fall by the 
ie Instead, your life shall be as finding 
the Lord y Pecause you trusted in Me,” says 


} 
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w Jeremiah with the Governor 
of Judah 7>- 





4 The: word came from the Lord to 


Jeremiah after Nebuzaradan the 


captain of the guard released him from 
Ramah, when he took him in manacles in 
the midst of the captivity of Judah, those 
being led into Babylon.t 2The captain of the 
guard took him and said to him, “The Lord 
your God pronounced all these calamities 
upon this place, ?and the Lord did this be- 
cause you did not heed His voice. *Behold, 
I have freed you from the manacles placed 
on your hands. If it seems good to you to 
come with me to Babylon, come, and I will 
look after you.. But if not, run hard and re- 
turn to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son 
of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon ap- 
pointed over the land of Judah, and dwell 
with him among the people in the land of 
Judah. Go wherever. in your eyes it seems 
best to go.” Then the chief of the guard gave 
him rations and a gift and sent him away. 
6So Jeremiah came to Gedaliah at Mizpah 
and remained among the people who were 
left in the land: | 


™Now all the leaders of the army in the 


field; they and their men, heard the king of 
Babylon had appointed Gedaliah to govern 
over the land, and that he entrusted to him 
their men and women whom he had not 
carried away captive to Babylon. 8Then Ish- 
mael the ‘son of Nethaniah came to 
Gedaliah at Mizpah, along with Johanan 
the son of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tan- 
-humeth, the sons of Ephai the Netopha- 
thite, and Jezaniah the son of Mechati, 
they and their men. °Gedaliah swore an 
oath to them and their men, saying, “Do not 
be afraid in the presence of the servants of 
the Chaldeans. Dwell inithe land and work 
| for the king of Babylon; for it shall be ben- 
eficial for you, '*Behold, I sit in your pres- 
ence: at’ Miżpah to stand before the 
Chaldeans who come against us. Gather 
together wine and fruit, together with 
olive oil, and put them in your containers. 
-Dwell in the cities you possess.” !!Then all 
the Jews in Moab, and those among the 





Yr. re Hee dats (sie 
46: $ Ninth year: 588 sc, These verses are a summary of 52:2-20: Pi 


igaj e emiah is released from prison in the custody of Gedaliah, the newly appointed governor of 


%; HONDI leban 
Hi Ebed-Melech is rewarded for his service to Jeremiah (see 45:7-13); i: 
here y Freed from prison, Jeremiah is allowed to remain in Judah among the people who were left — 
Kime, 6). Mizpah, a town seven miles tothe north of Jerusalem, becomes headquarters for Gedaliah’s 








JEREMIAH 47:12 IGO 


children òf Ammon, and those in Edom, | ten men were found there among them, and 
and those in all the land heard the king of | they said to Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we 
Babylon had granted a remnant in Judah | have treasures of wheat, barley, honey, and 
and set over them Gedaliah the son of | oil in the field.” So he passed by and did not 
Ahikam. !2So they came to Gedaliah in the | kill them in the midst of their brethren, 
land of Judah at Mizpah, and gathered to- | YNow the well into which Ishmael cast all 
gether a great abundance of wine, fruit, | whom he killed is the great well King Asa 
and olive oil. | made for fear of Baasha king of Israel. 
3Then Johanan the son of Kareah and | Thus Ishmael filled this with the slain. Af- 
all the field leaders of the army came to | ter this, Ishmael brought back all the peo- 
Gedaliah at Mizpah.t !¢They said to him, | ple left in Mizpah, including the daughter 
“Do you indeed know that king Baalis of of the king whom the captain of the guard 
the sons of Ammon has sent Ishmael to | committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam; 
slay you?” But Gedaliah did not believe | then he went away beyond the sons of Am- 
them. '5fhen Johanan spoke secretly to | mon. 
Gedaliah at Mizpah, “Indeed, I shall go and But Johanan the son of Kareah and all 
smite Ishmael, but let no one know it, lest | the leaders of the army with him heard of 
he take your life, and all Judah gathered to | all the evil things Ishmael did, and they 
you be scattered by him, and the remnant brought their entire army to Wage war 
in Judah perish.” Büt Gedaliah said to Jo- | against him. They found him near the great 
hanan. “Do not do this deed, for you speak | pool in Gibeon. 13So it came to pass, when 
lies concerning Ishmael.” all the people with Ishmael saw Johanan 
M a Pare ep and the leaders of the army with him, 
<> Uprising against Gedauab sfori they returned to Johanan. But Ishmael 
4 Now it came to pass in the seventh | escaped with eight men and went to the 
month that Ishmael the son Of | sons of Ammon. !6Then Johanan and all the 
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the | leaders of the army with him brought back 
royal family, came with ten men 0 | jj of the remaining people whom he took 
Gedaliah at Mizpah. There they ate bread | from Ishmael: the mighty men of war, 
together.t 2Then Ishmael and the ten men | al] the women and the rest, and the eu- 
with him arose and struck Gedaliah, whom | nuchs, whom they brought back from Gi- 
the king of Babylon appointed over the | beon. They departed and encamped in 
land,t ĉand all the Jews with him at | Gaberoth-Chimham towards Bethlehem to 
Mizpah; and all the Chaldeans found there. | go into Egypt, Saway from the presence of 
It came to pass on the second day after | the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of them 
be Gee ptt hese R ARTEN because Ishmael killed Gedaliah, whom the 
h I l echem, | ki ' 
Salem, and Samaria with beards shaved, pme: Babylon appointed over the land 
tearing their clothes and beating) their w Do Not Go to Egypt -=> 
breasts. In their hands were manna and 4 All the leaders of the army, Johanan 
frankincense to bring into the house of the and Azariah the son of Mahseiah, 
_Lord.t Now Ishmael went out to meet with | and all the people, from the least to the 
them, and they walked and wept. He said to | greatest,! "came to Jeremiah the prophet 
them, “Come to Gedaliah.” 7Then it came to | and said to him, “Let our supplication now 
pass that when they entered into the midst | come before your face, and pray to th 
of the city, he killed them at the well. 8But | Lord your God concerning those who re- 








47:13, 14 Johanan warns Gedaliah that Ishmael seeks his life, but the governor does not believe hit: 
48:1 Seventh month: Probably the same year Jerusalem was sacked, 586 ac, | 
48:2, 3 The death of Gedaliah will mark the end of the five-year stay of the Jews in Judah. 

48:5 Shechem, Shalem, and Samaria: Three areas near Israel in the north of Judah, which had already 
changed in ethnic composition after the Assyrian deportation. ne 
48:5-8 Hence, Ishmael killed seventy men. Gedaliah himself was mourned by the exiles for those sev 
enty years of exile by an annual fast (Zec 7:5). | “1 Auai 

49:1-6 Just as Jeremiah was sought out for guidance and to seek God's will, so today the faithful in 
Christ are encouraged to seek spiritual direction. It appears that at this point, Johanan and his grouP 
were serious: We will heed the voice of the Lord our God. | 
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nain: for we few are left out of the many, as 
our eyes See. 3Let the Lord your God pro- 
aim to us the way wherein we should | 
walk and the thing we should do.” 4Then 
jeremiah said to them, “I hear you. Behold, 
i will pray to the Lord our God according to | 
your words, and it shall come to pass, what- 
ever word the Lord shall answer I will de- 
Jare to you. I will not conceal any word 
from you.” “They said to Jeremiah, “Let the 
Lord be between us as a righteous and 
faithful witness, if we will do every word 
the Lord sends us, °and whether it be good 
or evil, we will heed the voice of the Lord 
our God to whom we send you, that it may | 


shall escape from the evils I will bring upon 
them, 
18“For thus says the Lord: ‘As My anger 

fell upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so 
Shall My anger fall upon you when you en- 
ter Egypt. You shall be as an impassable 
land and under the authority of others. You 
shall be as a curse and a disgrace, and you 
shall see this place no more.’ !%These are 
the words the Lord said concerning you, O 
remnant of Judah: ‘Do not go to Egypt.’ So 
now, know this as a certainty, 2°that you did 
evil in your souls when you sent to me, Say- 
ing, ‘Pray for us to the Lord, and according 
to all the Lord speaks to you we will do. 
be beneficial for us; for we will heed the | But you did not heed the voice of the Lord 
voice of the Lord our God.” which He sent me for you. So now you 

So it came to pass that the word of the | shall die by the sword and by famine in the 
Lord came to Jeremiah after ten days.t | Place you desire to go and dwell.” 
‘Thus he called Johanan, ang ai! the lead- | +». Jeremiah Brought to Egypt => 


| ersofthe army, and:all the peesis, from the | = Then it came to pass, as Jeremiah 
A en to shies eet legis rye AOD T, Q ceased speaking to the people all 
em, thus says the Lord: '™ii you will in- | the words'of the Lord for which the Lord 
deed stay in this land, I will build you up | sent him to them. even all these words t 
and not pull you down. I will plant you and | that Azariah the son of Mahseiah To: 
| Not pluck you-up; for I will put an end tothe | hanan the son of Kareah. and all the men 
calamities I did to you. Do not be afraid of | who spoke to Jeremiah said. “That-is ai/lie. 
the king of Babylon, whom you fear. Do not | The Lord did not send you to us, saying 
be afraid of him,’ says the Lord, ‘because | | ‘Do not enter Egypt to dwell there.’ 3But 
pitt you to deliver you, and to save you | Baruch the son of Neriah set you against 
an his hand. J will show you compas- | us that you might deliver us into the hands 
4 a have mercy on you. I will return | of the Chaldeans, to kill us or to send us as 
= 5 vour land. _ | captives to Babylon.” #So Johanan, all the 
a ut if you say, ‘We will not stay in this | leaders of the army, and all the people re- 
Lord. nop aS not to heed the voice of the | fused to heed the voice of the Lord, to 
| od; for we shall go into the land of | dwell in the land of Judah. 5Thus Johanan 
| ,°YPt, where we will not see war, nor hear | and all the leaders of the army took the en- 
tee of the trumpet, nor be hungry for | tire remnant of Judah who returned to 
ee and there we will dwell’; Sthen hear | dwell in the land: *the mighty men, the 
fiero of the Lord: Thus says the Lord: | women and children, the daughters of the 
a have set your face to Egypt to enter | king, and the souls Nebuzaradan left with 
dwell there, !6then it shall be that the | Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, together with 
ord you feared shall find you in the land | Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son 
tega Oh and the famine of which you have of Neriah. “They entered Egypt; for they 
| Te Shall overtake you in Egypt; and | did not heed the voice of the Lord, but en- 

"the < YOU Shall die. !7So all the men and all | tered Tahpanhes.t 
lang reigners who set their faces to the | ’Then the word of the Lord came to Jere- 
| by the, Egypt to dwell there, they shall die | miah in Tahpanhes, saying, *“Take for your- 
self large stones and hide them in the 















“e sword and famine. Not one of them 





| 49:7 j - = : = 
19) ar ten days, the prophet received the word of the Lord, and it was clear: Do not go to Egypt 


iil gs It appears that in the ten days that elapsed between their question (49:3) and Jeremiah’s answer 
: in chanan and his followers had decided not to stay in Judah. For as soon as Jeremiah ceased 

| S19: they said, That is a lie, Recall that in Gn 3:1, the devil called God's direction into question. 

1 My 6) ahpanhes is an Egyptian city bordering Sinai. Johanan and his followers took Jeremiah with them 

| entered Egypt. bi 
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entrance, at the gate to the house of Pharaoh 
in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Ju- 
dah. Then you shall say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Behold, I will send and bring Neb- 
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon. He will 
set his throne upon these stones you hid 
and spread his weapons upon them.’ !!He 
shall enter in.and strike the land of Egypt. 
He shall deliver some for death, and those 
for captivity to captivity, and those for the 
sword to the sword. !2He shall kindle a fire 


in the houses of their gods and shall burn | 


them. He will carry them away captive; and 
search the land of Egypt as a shepherd 
searches his garment for lice: then he shall 
go from there in, peace, He shall break 
into pieces the pillars of the sun in On,and 
he shall burn their houses with fire.” ” 
~. The Disobedient Jews Are fudged 
in Hevpt 


5 The word came to Jeremiah for all 
the Jews dwelling in. the land of 


Egypt and staying in Migdol, andain 
Tahpanhes, and in the land of Pathros, say- | 
ing, 2*Thus says the Lord God of Israel: | 


‘You saw all the calamities | brought upon 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah. Behold, 
they are desolate without inhabitants be- 
cause of their evils $which they committed 
to provoke Me, by burning incense to other 
gods they did not know. ‘Yet early in the 
morning, I sent you My servants the 
prophets. I sent them, saying, “Do not do 
this deed of defilement which I hate.” °But 
they did not listen to Me, nor did they in- 
cline their ear to turn from their evils of 


burning incense to other gods, So My | 


wrath and anger fell upon them and was 
kindled in the cities of Judah and outside 
Jerusalem. They became as a desolation 
and impassable, as it is this day.’ 

7So now, thus says the Lord Almighty: 


‘Why do you commit great evils against | 
your souls, to cut off your man and woman, | 


and your child and infant, from the midst of 
Judah? Your evils did not leave one of you 
as a remnant, ®because you provoked Me 





a safe haven from the king of Babylon. 
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poured out drink offerings to her, did WS 


50:10 The mention of Nebuchadnezzar puts Johanan and his followers on notice that even Egypt | 








with the works of your hands by burning 
incense to other gods in the land of Egypt, 
in which you entered to dwell. You cut your- 
self off so as to become a Curse and a dis- 
grace among all the nations of the earth.t 


| 9Have you forgotten the evils of your fa- 


thers, the evils of the kings of Judah, the 
evils of your rulers, and the evils of your 
wives, which they committed in the land of 
Judah and outside Jerusalem? "They have 
not ceased even to this day, nor have they 
cleaved to My statutes, which I gave in the 


presence of their fathers.’ 


il“Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
I set My face against you to destroy all the 
remnant in Egypt: They shall fall by the 
sword and by famine; and they shall die, 
from the least to the greatest. They shall be 
as a disgrace, a destruction, and a curse. "I 


shall visit those who dwell in the land of 


Egypt as I visited Jerusalem: with the 
sword, famine, and death. '4Of those left in 
Judah and who dwell in the land of Egypt, 
there shall not be any of them who shall re- 
turn to the land of Judah, to which they 
hope in their hearts to’ return; but only 
those who escape shall return.’ ” 

15Then all the men who knew their wives 
burned incense to other gods, and all the 


| great assembly of women, and all the peo- 


ple who stayed in the land of Egypt. 
Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, ‘AS 
for the word you spoke to us in the name of 
the Lord, we will not listen to you.t For we 
will certainly do every word which pro: 
ceeds from our mouth, to burn incense t0 
the queen of heaven and to pour out drink- 
offerings to her, as we and our fathers, OU! 
kings and our princes, have done in the 
cities of Judah and outside Jerusalem. For 
we were full of bread; and we were well-0! 
and saw no calamities.t 18But since We 
stopped burning incense to the queen © 
heaven, we are all diminished and hav 
died by sword and famine. !*But while we 
burned incense to the queen of heaven at 






51:8 Not only are Jews disobedient to God for entering Egypt, now they revert to worshiping other 


gods, namely the “queen of heaven” (the goddess Ishtar; see v. 17 and note). 
51:16 The rebellion of those in Egypt reaches its lowest ebb when they announce to Jeremiah, 


not listen to you. 


51:17 Just as the Scriptures speak of “false christs and false prophets” (Mk 13:22), here we ha 


We will 


ve a coun 


terfeit queen of heaven (see note at v. 8). The true queen of heaven is the Mother of God, seated ace 


the right hand of her Son and King (Ps 45:9), 


* it 
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make cakes to her and pour out drink- 
offerings to her without our husbands?” 

“Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people: 

he mighty men, the women, and all the 

eople conversing with him, saying, *™Did 

not the Lord remember the incense you 

| purned in the cities of Judah and outside 


and, and did it not come into His heart? 
zīhe Lord could no longer bear with your 
evil deeds and with the abominations you 
eommitted. Thus your land became as a 


as it is this day. 27Because you burned in- 
| cense and sinned against the Lord, and did 
| not heed the voice of the Lord, nor walked 
| in His ordinances, His law, and His testi- 


| upon you.” 

“Jeremiah also said to the people and to 
| the women, “Hear the word of the Lord. 
‘Thus says the Lord God_ of Israel: “You 
wives spoke with your mouth and fulfilled 
wth your hands, saying, “We will surely 


| cense to the queen of heaven and to pour 
out drink offerings to her.” You certainly 
| Sood fast and performed your confes- 
ions.” 26Therefore hear the word.of the 
Lord, all Judah who dwell in the land of 
l Egypt: ‘Behold, I swore by My great name, 
| ‘ays the Lord, ‘that My name shall no more 
in the mouth of everyone of Judah, to 

nih ‘The Lord and Master lives in all the 
wd of Egypt.” 27For behold, | have 
Aiched over them to harm them, and not 
Ae them good. For all the men of Judah 
| oye dwell in the land of Egypt shall die by 
| ay" and famine. until they cease to be. 
| a those few in number who escape the 
| the 'd shall return to the land of Judah. But 
nd cant of Judah who stayed in the 

Whos. EBypt to dwell there shall know 


| halt peor will remain steadfast. This 


| for eyi 
3}. 


ea sign for you that I will visit you 


Promis 


W 10-9 chapter is a summary of the rise 
| Rralle ay the captives in Babylon (vv. 21-24), 
| 5° almost verbatim 4Kg 24:18—25:30. 





jerusalem, you and your fathers, your. 
kings and rulers, and the people of the 


desolation, as impassable, and as a curse, | 





_ keep the confessions we made, to burn in- 


l? “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I 


24-39 This is Jeremiah’s final warning to those in Egypt, and it is not good news. The Lord makes a — 





—_r . | | o ye a ae 


JEREMIAH 52:5 


will give Hophra king of Egypt into the 
hands of his enemy and into the hands of 
those who seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah 
king of Judah into the hands of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, his enemy who 
sought his life.’ t | : 


=n A Promise to Baruch = 


31The word Jeremiah the prophet spoke 
to Baruch the son of Neriah when he wrote 
these words in the book from the mouth of 
Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
the son of. Josiah, king of Judah, saying,* 
32°Thus the Lord spoke to you, O Baruch: 
33‘Because you said, “Alas! alas! for the 
Lord added pain upon pain to me. I laid 
down in groaning, but found no rest. ” 
34Thus you shall say to him, “Thus says the 


monies—therefore, these calamities came | Lord: “Behold, I pull down those whom l 
‘built up, and I pluck up those whom I 


planted: 25So will you seek great things for 
yourself? Do not seek them, for behold, I 
will bring calamities’upon all flesh,” says 
the Lord. “But I will give you life, as find- 
ing a treasure in every place, wherever you 


gor? 
5 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old 
Z, when he began to. reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter 
of Jeremiah of Libnah,t 2Then it came to 
pass in the ninth year of 'his reign, in the 
tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar’ king of Babylon 
came with all his army against Jerusalem. 
They surrounded it with a fortress and en- 
circled it with stones.t “The city: was be- 
sieged until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah, żon the ninth day of the month: 
The famine became severe in the city, and 
there was no bread for the people of the 
land. - 
-5Then the city was broken through, and 
all the men of war went out at night by way 
of the gate; between the wall and the out- 
work, next to the garden of the king; for at 


«a, The Death of Zedekiah LP i 


I Hophra was an Egyptian king who reigned 589-570 Bc. : S MVEN 
| wil i 35 Like Jeremiah, Baruch was evidently taken to Egypt against his will, The Lord assures him, | 


and fall of Zedekiah (vv. 1-9), the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the release of Jehoiachin from prison (vv. 25-28). It 


Se dates place the siege of Jerusalem in early January, 587 ec. 


= 7 
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JEREMIAH 52:6 


the time the Chaldeans surrounded the en- 
tire city, They went by the road to Arabah. 
‘But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the 
king and overtook him in the country: be- 
yond Jericho; and all his servants were 
scattered from him. 7They took: the king 
and brought him to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah: and he pronounced judgment 
against him. §In Riblah, the king of Babylon 
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah and all 
the rulers of Judah before his eyes. 9He 


brought him to Babylon, and placed him in 
the mill house until he died. 


=~ Destruction of Jerusalem Reviewed -=> 

Now in the fifth month, on the tenth 
day. of the month, Nebuzaradan, the cap: 
tain of the guard, wno served before the 
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem, 
burned the house of the Lord andt 
house, and all the houses of the city: Every 
great house he burned with fire. !2Then the 
army-of the Chaldeans, with the captain of 
the guard, pulled down every wall ‘round 
about Jerusalem. !?But the captain of the 
guard left the remnant of the people to be 
vinedressers and farmers. 


14The Chaldeans also broke in pieces the | 


bronze pillars of the house of the Lord, and 
the pedestals. and the bronze Sea in the 
house of the Lord, and they carried all their 
bronze to Babylon. i5The captain of the 
guard also took away the rim, the bowl, the 
meat-hooks, and all the brazen vessels in 
which they ministered, l6and the basins, the 
snuffers, the oil-funnels, the candlesticks, 
the censers, the golden cups, and the silver 
cups, Vand two pillars, the one Sea, and the 
twelve bronzed calves under the Sea, 
which King Solomon made for the house of 
the Lord, and the bronze artifacts which 
were beyond measure. 

i8As for the pillars, the height of one pil- 
lar was thirty-five cubits, and a line of 





52:21 The two priests were Seraiah and Zep 
52:25 Thirty-seventh year: Spring 560, in anticipati 


55 years old. Evil-Merodach was the successor (562- 
52:26, 27 Although told that no successor would occupy Davi 
kindly by the Babylonians. This event occurred more than 25 yea 
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‘seventh year of the captivity 0 


above the thrones 





akg 25;18). | et Laka 
on of the Babylonian new year. Jehoiachin was 
560 ac) to Nebuchadnezzar. 


haniah ( 


twelve cubits measured the circumference 
It was four fingers in thickness. And a 
bronze border was upon them, and the 
length was five cubits, the height of one 
border. Around the capital was a network 
and pomegranates, all made of bronze 
Similarly, the second pillar had eight pome. 
granates for each of the twelve. cubits 
There were ninety-six pomegranates on 
each side, and all the pomegranates all 


| around on the network were one hundred. 


blinded the eyes of Zedekiah and bound | 
him in shackles; and the king of Babylon | 


~= The Captives Are Brought 
i to Babylon = 
21The captain of the guard took the chief 
priest, the second priest, and the three who 
kept the door,t Zand one eunuch who was 
over the men of war, and seven men found 


in the city who were renowned before the 


, ‘presence of the king, the scribe. of the 
uHe | armies who communicated to the people ot 
he-king’s | the land, and sixty men of the people of the 


land found in the midst of the city. 2350 


-Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took 


them and brought them to the king of 
Babylon at Riblah. 24Then the king of Bab- 
ylon put them to death at Riblah, in the 
land of Hamath. | 


4s, Jehoiachin Freed from Prison “> 

Now it came to pass that in the thirty- 
| yf Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, On 
the twenty-fourth day of the month, Evil 
Merodach king of Babylon, in the yea! 
which he reigned, lifted up the head of 7 
hoiachin King of Judah and brought him a 
from the house where he was imprison’ 
26He spoke kindly to him and set nis throne 

of the kings who pais 
with him in Babylon.t 27He also changed i 
prison garment, and Jehoiachin ate his foo: 
in the presence of the king all the ay ys 
his life. 28His appointed portion was pe 


| given to him by the king of Babylon. 8 






day to day until his death. 





then 


d's throne (22:30), Jefholachin is treats l 
rs after the sack of Jerusalem: > s, 








— Baruch, secretary to he oai ‘edittiaht wrote che vaigi part « of | 
‘this book, from. 3:9 to the end. The beginning. records the words of a Jewish 
community in exile in Babylon. The Book: of a was s compiled 5 OF aB 


sometime after the exile took place. ae te Pst ee is : 100% aL 





pees e— Written sometime after the siege of sete, | in 1 586. BC. “The initial 


message Was given in 581, Be oe Hy k kko) ai J P roots iT T OITIS DIO E ish i 


Then 1e — Baruch is the Story of a Sine community. that repents, Throughout T on 

_ Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry as recounted in his: ‘book, the Jews hardened» 
their hearts to his words. Here we see a community in exile that responds 
from the heart to the ‘call'te repentance. In eschatological terms, the pro =<) 
community represents the Church, those who hear the call of God) confess i 
their sins, and come to Him. The book i is best-read-as a Stony of tha 
relationship; between, God.and His people. ree aw jblOdod” oise von 


(Back wound— After Jerus: alem. was sacked and the aae of Judah ee 
deported, the Jews established ‘communities in territory occupied (hes past 
Babylon. In this new situation | ‘of exile, the Jewish, community, now without; 
the temple and a political home, established connections with other Jews _ tar 
across Babylon. Here we meet Baruch coming from Egypt to” a community, | : i 
calling on them to soften their hearts and return in obedience to the. Bord, a 
They do, so and send an offering to the Jews yo remain near PURO As TO 


Outline i DSH yon a i EA i AE Th ‘ict ave) X a ) | 
ìl Historical Mion (ile 12), Tita III. God’s Gift of Wisdom to Israel (3:9—4 age, pa 











ll. Corporate Confession and Prayer for igrali LV, Poemiof Comfort and Restoration 
Deliverance for Jews. in Jerusalem, |, x i (4; 45-519), ousar a ol Varna 
(1: 13-3;8), MRONO STG | ey) Ys Min TURE ean i | Se SN } 





Sn SS ee = = eS Fp) ME ME ME CLEC ELLIE * 
a Macs | dent nov (hy) sigosy | 


| Now. these are the words of the book Chaldeans’ ‘took Jerusalem and erred it 


| ing itten by Baruch, the son of Neriah, | AMS firest. el ni baton el nonded ni sie SAT &s 
he ŝon of Mahseiah, the son of Zedekiah, ma A Gathering of the Exiles in 
| Miej of Hasadiah, the son of ‘Hilkiah,'}'! “oo o 3, Babylon uae went th 
| ile in Babylon,t in the fifth year, on the ‘and Baruch read the words of this poak 
| SYenth day of the month, at the time the | to Jechoniah_ the son. of Joachim, king of 


TT i =, ' 






tay Uch means “blessed,” He was a friend of the Prophet Jeremiah, who pl laced great trust Ìn im 
| aa: 9-15), and blest the pads as his secretary and reader in the temple Ver 36: 4-8), Thy the | 


tn 


the book written by Baruch are the words God gave to Jeremiah, ne 
an ‘the PERE 


WME DS ents 


| ar Pe Lxx fter the Chaldeans sacked Jerusalem, M 
Ei dates put this event at 581 BC five years after the C s sacked : 
alee, the Book of RP was Tien about him, not by ‘him, at a time much | later tha 


escribes, to honor him. 





BARUCH I:4 


Judah, and to all the people who came to 
hear the book:t 4to the nobles and the sons 
of the kings, to the elders and all the people 
from small to great, and to everyone 
dwelling in Babylon by the river Sud. “Then 
they wept and fasted and prayed before the 





Lord. They took up a collection of silver, as | 


each was able to give, ‘and sent it to 
Jerusalem to Joachim the high priest, son of 
Hilkiah. son of Salom, and to the priests 
and to ail the people found with him in 
Jerusalem. SAt the same time, on the tenth 
day of the month Sivan, Baruch took the sil- 
ver vessels of the house of the Lord fash- 
ioned by Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, in order to return them to the land of 
Judah, those vessels previously taken away 
from the temple %when Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon had carried away Jec- 
honiah and the princes, along with the cap- 
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a a cs 


God. Even to this day the wrath of the Lord 
and His anger is not turned away from us, 
i4And you shall read this book which we 
are sending to you, in order to make con- 
fession in the house of the Lord on the feast 


days and on the solemn days. 


tives, the powerful men, and the people of | 


the land, and had brought them from 
Jerusalem into exile in Babylon.t 


~ Gifts for Worship in Jerusalem -7> 


i0And they said, “Behold, we send you 


silver. With it, buy whole burnt offerings 
and sin offerings and incense, and prepare 
bread, and offer them upon the altar of the 
Lord our God.t !!And pray for the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and his 
son Belshazzar, that their days on earth 
may be like the days of heaven.t '’And the 
Lord will give us strength and enlighten 
our eyes, and we will live under the shelter 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and 
under the shelter of Belshazzar his son, 
and we will serve them for many days and 
find mercy in their sight. 
ms Israel’s Confession = 


13“Pray for us to the Lord our God, be- 
cause we have sinned against the Lord our 


1:9 The exile in Babylon is noted in Jer 24:1. 


1:10 The money was for offerings (see also Jer 17:25, 48:5). 
1:11 God's people have always been called to pray for the , , 


Jer 27:6-8; 36:4-7; Rom 13:1-7; 1Ti 2:1, 2). 


1:15 The prayer that begins here and goes through 3:8 is quite similar to a prayer 
prayer is offered by those who stayed behind in Judah (see also 2:4). 
had passed since 


1:19, 20 Out of . . . Egypt: Though over 1000 years 


escaped from Pharaoh and crossed the Red Sea on dry ground, . 
in their history. Here, the descendants of the fathers of the Exodus confess their national sins s! 


point in time. 


1:22 One of the consequences of sin is evil imaginations, In 2Co 10:4-6, St. Paul instructs u 
down and bring our thoughts captive to Christ our God. “a KKA KO 


serve strange gods and to do evil 


was written in the law of Moses, there 





1:3-7 All the people (v. 4), from noblemen on down, when they heard the words of this book (v: 3) 
not only experienced repentance, but took up a collection for those who 


15*And you shall say, “Io the Lord our 
God belongs righteousness, but for us 
shame is on our faces, as it is this day for 
the people of Judah and to those inhabiting 
Jerusalem,t !ŝand for our kings, for our 
rulers, for our priests, for our prophets, and 
for our fathers, !7who have sinned before 
the Lord. '8We have disobeyed Him and 
have refused to heed the voice of the Lord 
our God, to walk in the ordinances of the 
Lord, which He gave to us openly. 19Since 
the day the Lord led our fathers out of the 
land of Egypt until this day, we have been 
disobedient toward Him and neglected to 
heed His voice.t 

~. The Consequences of Israel’s Sin > 

20‘So to this day evils cling to us, even the 
curse which the Lord set forth through His 
servant Moses in the day He led our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt to give us the land 
flowing with milk and honey. “We did not 
heed the voice of the Lord our God in all 
the words of the prophets whom He sent t0 
us. 22Instead, each one has followed the 
imaginations of his own wicked heart, to 
deeds In 


the sight of the Lord our.God.t 


‘So the Lord confirmed His word which 

He proclaimed against us, and against 

our judges who judged Israel, and o 
kings and rulers, and against every man 4 
Israel and Judah. 2As can be seen in pha 
r 


been nothing comparable anywhere, unde? 


remained in Jerusalem. 


_ king and all who are in authority (se 
in Dan 9:7-15: Ths 


the children of Israel under hort 
this miraculous event was 4 bench" at 
nce th 


5 to cast them 








"Sorat allows His house to be laid to waste as part of His sinful people's punishment and their 
“atio 
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jj the heavens, as to 
one in Jerusalem: ! 
{his son and the flesh of his daughter.t 4He 
yt them under subjection to all the king- 


joms around us, to be a reproach and a des- 





that which has been 


" pation among all the nations around about 


ys where the Lord scattered them. *And be- 
use we sinned against the Lord our God 


| nd did not obey His voice, we have been 


prought low and have not been exalted.t 
‘To the Lord our God belongs righteous- 

sess, but to us and our fathers shame on 

our faces, aS at this day. "All these calami- 


| şes that the Lord proclaimed against us 
| have come upon us: ®But we did not pray 


before the presence of the Lord, to turn 
each one away from the purposes of his 
wicked heart. ?And the Lord has watched 


over the evils, and the Lord brings these 


upon us, for the Lord is righteous in all His 


| works which He commands ‘us.t !°But we 
have not obeyed His voice, to conduct our | 


lives in those commandments of the Lord 
that He set before us. 


A Plea for Mercy and Deliverance =, 
And now, O Lord God of Israel, who 
with a mighty hand led Your people out of 
ihe land of Egypt with signs and wonders; 


| with great power and with outstretched 
am, and made a name for Yourself then, as | 


continues to this day, !2we have’ sinned 


| ad acted ungodly, we have acted unrigh- 
| ously, O Lord our God, against all Your 


— ae 
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“mmandments. Let Your wrath turn 
away from us, for only a few of us remain 


mithin the nations where You scattered us. 


> Lord, hear our prayer and our petition, 
ad for Your own sake deliver us, and grant 


| get Cy before those who have carried us 
| “9 exile,t 15in order that the whole earth 


te to know that You are the Lord 
cal od, for Israel and his descendants are 
i? by Your name. 
O Lord, look down from Your holy 





they a 


‘that a man eat the flesh | 





he Cannibalism admitted here includes the children the Jews ate when Jerusalem was besieged; 


ear and hear us. 1O Lord, open Your eyes 
and behold, for the dead who are in Hades, 


' whose spirit is taken from their bodies, will 


not ascribe glory and righteousness to the 
Lord; '8but the person who is greatly dis- 
tressed, who walks bent over, who is ailing 
and going blind, and the person who 
hungers—these will give glory and righ- 
teousness to You, O Lord. !%It is not because 
of the righteous acts of our fathers or our 
kings that we lay before You our humble 
plea, O Lord our God, 2°for You sent down 
Your anger and wrath upon us, as You have 
said through the hand of Your servants the 
prophets, saying, 2!“Thus says the Lord: 
‘Bend your shoulder and serve the king of 
Babylon, and remain in the land I gave to 
your fathers. 22But if you do not heed the 
voice of the Lord,.to serve the king of Bab- 
ylon, 231 shall cause to cease from the cities 
of Judah and from outside Jerusalem the 
sound of gladness, the voice of joyfulness, 
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice 
of the bride. The whole land will become 
desolate of inhabitants.’ ” 

24 But we did not obey Your voice, to serve 


the king of Babylon, and You carried out 


Your words which you spoke by Your ser- 
vants the prophets, that the bones of our 
kings and the bones of our fathers would be 
carried out from their place.t 25And behold, 
they have been cast forth in the heat of the 
day and the frost of the night, and they died 
in grievous pains by famine and by the 
sword and by pestilence. **And You laid to 
waste the house called by Your name, as it is 
this day, because of the wickedness of the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah.t 


-™. Recalling the Promises of God = 


27‘Even so, O Lord our God, You have 
dealt with us according to all Your good- 
ness and great mercy, “4just as You spoke 
through Your servant Moses on the day You 


| Of ase sacrificed children to the god Molech (see Jer 7:31; 19:9; Lam 2:10; 4:10; Ezk 5:10; 4Kg 23:10; 


| 4 





Mise 
ae Dt 28:13, 


Narie ones setts 
ST * f the patriarchs. 


n (see Jer 7:13-14), 


Hin Lord brings calamities upon us in His righteousness for our good, that we might turn back to 


dy | 
ij 5 When Israel—and the Church—receive God's mercy, the news spreads quickly (see Acts 17:4, 
€ Prayer for the whole earth Is a prayer for the Church to know . . , the Lord our God, 
carried out, prophesied in Jer 8:1-2, suggests the Babylonians desecrated the reli- 


a 


BARUCH 2:29 


commanded him to write Your law in the 
presence of the sons of Israel, saying, 2°“If 
you do not obey My voice, truly this very 
creat multitude of people will become a 





small number amidst all the nations where | 
| shall scatter them. °°For I knew they | 


would not obey Me, because they are'a 
stiff-necked people. But in the land of their 
exile their hearts will turn back, ?!and they 
will know that | am the Lord their God, and 
I will give them a heart'and ears that obey; 
32and they will praise Me in the land of 
thejr exile and will remember My name. 
They will turn from their stubbornness 
and their evil deeds; for they shall remem- 
har the way of their fathers, who sinned 
against the Lord. 3tAnd T shall bring them 
again to the land I swore to their fathers— 


to Abraham, Isaac, and’ Jacob—and they | 


will rule’ over- it, and I will’ multiply their 


numbers. and they will not be diminished. | 


35And I shall establish an everlasting 
covenant with them to be their God, and 
they will bë My people; I shall never again 
remove My people Israel from the land I 
give to them.”t 


-ʻO Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, a | 


soul in straits and a spirit of weariness 
cries out to You. Hear, O Lord, and have 
mercy, for we have sinned against You. ?You 
endure forever, but we are perishing for- 
ever. 40 Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
hear the prayer of the dead of Israel and of 
the sons who have sinned against You, who 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord their 
God, so calamities have, clung to us.t °Do 
not remember the wrongdoings of our fa- 
thers, but remember Your hand and Your 
name in this time. For You are the Lord our 
God, and You we will praise, O Lord. 7On 
account of this You granted in our hearts 
the fear of You, to call upon Your name, and 
we shall praise You in our exile, because we 
will turn away from our hearts all the iniq- 





2:35 The everlasting covenant is fulfi 
Am 9:15; Heb 13:20). 


3:4 The prayer of the dead of Israel suggests the intercessions of the departed sain 


Lk 16:22-31). 


3:12 The fountain of wisdom is a likely reference to God the Father (see Jer 2:13, where th 
Son are together depicted as a fountain and living water). In WSir 1:5, the Word is describe 








uities of our fathers who sinned against 
Iled in Christ and His new covenant (Jer 32:38-41; Ezk 36:2 
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You. §Behold, today we are in our exile 


| where You have scattered us to be ą re. 


proach and a curse and a punishment for 
all the iniquities of our fathers, who fell 
away from the Lord our God, ” | 
s The Way of Wisdom #: 
9Hear, (O. Israel, the commandments of 
life; give ear to know wisdom, '°Why is it,0 
Israel, that you.are in the land of your ene- 
mies, that you have grown old in a foreign 
land, !!that you are defiled with the dead 
and counted among those in Hades? !?You 
have forsaken the fountain of wisdom. ‘If 
you had walked in the way of God, you 
would have dwelt in peace forever. “Leam 
where wisdom is, where strength is, where 
understanding is, so-at the same time you 
may know. where length, of days and life 
are, where peace is and the light of the 
eyes. |5Who has found her place? Who has 


entered into her treasures? - - 


16Where are the rulers of the nations and 


‘those who ruled over the wild animals of 


the earth; !’those who sport with the birds 


of the air and those hoarding silver and 
gold, in which men trust (and there is no 


end to the acquisition of these),* ‘those 
who scheme to obtain silver and are anx- 
ious, whose works are unsearchable? 


| 19They vanish and descend into Hades, an 
others have risen up to take their place. 


20Young men have seen the light and 
dwelt in the land, but they have not know? 
the way of knowledge,t 2!nor practi it, 
nor understood her paths; their'sons are far 
from her path. 22It has not been he 
Canaan, nor seen in Tamar; the isons 0 
Hagar, who: seek understanding on y 


| earth, the merchants of Merra an 


Tamar, the storytellers and those W 0 
search out understanding—-none of thes? 
have learned the way of wisdom nor 

member her paths. They do not know. — 4 
“240 Israel, how great is the house of 0% 
and how far-reaching the place He i 
sesses!t 25It is great and has no end} 


6-29; 





ts with the Lord (58° 


e Father and 
dasthe 


fountain of wisdom (see Lk 2:40, 52; 21:15; Jn 4:13, 14). ch aw 


3:17, 18 Christ alludes to these truths in Mt 6:26-34. $ 
3:20 The young have seen the light, i.e., have been born alive (see Job 3:16). 


3:24, 25 Here the cosmos is the house of God. 
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Sarai her a HSIAO 
: A and immeasurable. 26The giants born 


——— 





mere, those renowned from the beginning, 
reine very large in size and skilled in war,t 
“god did not choose them nor grant them 
ne way of knowledge. **Instead, they per- 
ished because they failed to attain to wis- 
jom; they perished through their thought- 


jess counsel. 


~ The Author of Wisdom e> 
»Who has gone up into. heayen and 


taken hold of her, and brought her down | 


fom the clouds?t 3°Who.has crossed the 


| sea and found her, and brought her back 


| for pure gold? 3!No.one knows her way, nor 
| goes anyone ponder her path. 32But the One 


who knows all. things knows. her;.He has 


| found her by His. understanding—He. who 


formed the earth for.all time, who filled it 


with four-footed creatures: the One who | 
sends forth the light and it goes out; the | go; 
One who calls_to it, and it obeys with fear, | 


“The stars shone in their watches-and re- 
joiced.. He, called them and, they said; 
‘Here we are!” They shone with giadness 


| for Him who made them. *°This is our God; 


| 
| 
| 


10 other-shall_be compared to Him.“ 37He 
found-the whole way of knowledge and 
gave-it to Jacob His servant and. to. Israel 
His beloved.t 38Afterwards, He was, seen 
upon the earth and lived among, men. 


~ Wisdom and the Law of God «7: 


She is the book of the commandments | 


of God and the Jaw .that endures 
forever. All those who keep her, will live, 
Dut those forsaking her will die. “Return, 
Jacob, and take hold of her. Walk toward 

m Tadiance of the presence of her light. 


| ,.2 not give your. glory to another or the 
“ngs that are of advantage to you to a for- 


“gn nation, -+ Ie 


œ Jerusalem Speaks to Her Children > 


leasing to our God is known to us. *Be of 





| 426 | | x 
| 39 28 Giants: See Gn 6:4; WSir 16:7, 


"Ne has k 


| Ir } ; 
| sgu 9 Of Christ (in 1:14; WSir 24:1-12). 


| 


| 36 
$ ‘4 This passage is read 


f 
l 





"ent until 


Israel, we are blessed, for what is 





~™ Courage, my people, O memorial of Is- | 





BARUCH 4:22 


—— — — 





rael. "You were sold to the nations, not for 
destruction; but you were handed over to 
the enemies because you provoked God. 
‘You provoked Him who created you by 
sacrificing to demons and not to God. You 
forgot the eternal God, who nursed you, 
and you grieved Jerusalem, which nour- 
ished you. 9For she saw the wrath coming 
upon you from God; and she said, “Give 


| heed, neighbors of Zion, God has brought 


upon me great sorrow, for I see the exile 
of my sons and my daughters which the 
Eternal One’ brought upon them. With joy 
[l raised them, but with weeping and sorrow 
I sent them away. !#Let no one rejoice over 
me, a widow and forsaken of many. I was 
made desolate on account of the’sins of my 
children, because! they turned away from 
the Law of God. And they did not know 
His ordinances, nor walk in the ways of the 
mmandments of God, nor did they walk 
on the paths of discipline in His righteous- 
ness. hee! i LJ | ji 
“Let the, neighbors of Zion come, and 
let them remember the exile of my sons 
and my daughters, which the Eternal One 
brought upon-them. He brought a nation 
from afar against them, a shameless nation 
Speaking a strange language, which does 


| not respect the elderly nor pity the young 


child. "They led away the widow’s beloved 
sons and left her who was alone destitute 
without daughters. But how can I be of 
help to you? '*For He who brought these 
calamities upon you will deliver you from 
the hand of your enemies. '"Go, my chil- 
dren, go; for I am left desolate. 21 have 
taken off the robe of peace and clothed my- 


self in the sackcloth of my prayer, I will cry 


out to the Eternal One in my days. | 
21°O my children, take courage, cry out to 
God, and He will deliver you from the 
power and the hand of the enemies. 22For I 
hope upon the Eternal One to save you, and 
the joy from the Holy One comes to me, be- 
cause mercy will soon come to you from 


3 36 This is a description of the Wisdom of God (1Co 1:24). 
| aon, 8 After describing the failures of men to secure wisdom, the prophecy now explains that God 


‘Knowledge. And this knowledge is given to Israel. God's knowledge lived among men at the 


re a song begins, continuing through v. 29. Jerusalem appeals to the exiles to endure the punish- 
God delivers them from Babylon, symbolizing the coming of Christ “your Savior" (v. 22). 


on the Eve of Feast of the Nativity of the Lord. 


ES ee 


BARUCH 4:23 





the Eternal One, your Savior, For I sent 
you out with sorrow and weeping, but with 
joy and gladness God will restore you to 
me forever. “For just as the neighbors of 


Zion have now seen your exile, so too they | 
are coming, gathered together from the 


will soon see your salvation from your God, 
which will come upon you with great glory 
and the radiance of the Eternal One.t 

25“My children, endure in patience the 
wrath that has come upon you from God. 
Your enemy has pursued you diligently, but 
soon: you will see his destruction, and you 
will tread upon their necks. 2°My pampered 
ones have been made to walk rough roads; 
they were carried off like a flock seized by 
enemies. 27Take, courage, my, children, and 
cry out to God, for you will be remembered 
by Him who brought this upon you. 28For 
just as you purposed to go astray from God, 
now having returned, seek Him with ten- 
fold zeal. 29For the One who brought these 
calamities upon you will bring you ever- 
lasting joy with your salvation.” 


~. Jerusalem Is Comfortea =: 
0Take courage, O Jerusalem, for He who 


named you will comfort you.t 3!Wretched | 


are those who mistreated you and rejoiced 
at your fall. 32Wretched are the cities. in 
which your children served 
Wretched is she who took your sons. 33For 
just as she took pleasure in your ruin and 
rejoiced over your fall, so shall she be 
grieved at her own desolation. °4I shall 
take away from her 
great multitude, and her arrogance will be- 
come sorrow. *°For fire will come upon her 
from the Eternal One for many days, and 


4:24 The Eternal One: Although the im 
glory and radiance t 


4:30 He who named you: 
renaming described in 5:4 (see Is 60:14; 


4:35 See ls 13:19-21; Jer 51:58; Rev 18:2. 
4:36, 37 Verse 36 describes the salvation o 
Christ. Verse 37 refers to the return of the exiles. 
5:1-9 This discourse points to the 
5:2 Double robe of righteousness: 
5-7 See ls 40:4, 5; Eph 5:21-33. 


Scripture does not descri 


[170 _ 


as. slaves. | 


| until made level, so 


the rejoicing of her | 








mediate object of this prophecy is the return from exile, t 


hat are eternal are those of Christ Himself 
be a precise naming of Jerus 


62:4; Jer 33:16; Ezk 48:35). 


f God as coming from t 


glory of the Church in every nation under hea 
God's righteousness comes 





she will be inhabited budeno ail 

time.t ooh a 
36Q) Jerusalem, look eastward, a 

| doa » and | 

the joy that is coming to you trom Gan 

37Behold, your sons whom you sent away 





east to the west by the word of the Hol 
One, rejoicing in the glory of God. 5 


O Jerusalem, take off the garment of 
your sorrow and your oppression, and 
put on the beauty from the God of glory 
forever.t 2Put around you the double robe 
of righteousness from God; set upon your 
head the diadem of the glory of the Eternal 
One.t 3For God will show your brightness 
to every nation under heaven, “for your 
name will forever be called by God the 
Peace of Righteousness and the Glory of 
Godliness. 
5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the 
heights and look eastward, and behold 
your children being gathered together by 
the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the 
remembrance of God. ®For they went out 
from you on foot, being led away by their 
enemies. But God will return them being 
carried back with glory, as on the throne of 


| a kingdom. 7For God commanded every 


high mountain and the everlasting hills t0 
be made low, and all the valleys to be fille 
that Israel may walk 
safely in the glory of God;t Sand at the com- 
mand of God, the woods and every fragrant 
tree have shaded Israel. 9For God will lead 
Israel with joy in the light of His glory, W! 
mercy and righteousness that come 
Him. 





he only 


(see Is 61:1-3). 
alem; this refers to the 


he east, symbolizing the coming of 


ven (v. 3). 
to those living in shame (see 2:6): 





a li tho f— Jeremiah the prophet : 
; 2) Breet et aise 


| Date— Written during the three months following the destruction of 


Jerusalem (October, 587 Bc) and before [ames was taken Sean: to nee 
in December of the same year. J ef 


"Major Ti remes— Goa’ 5 judgment of the IAA sins a His unfathomable T love 
* and sorrow for Israel: This; is Jeremiah’s personal testimonial and lament over 
the devastation of “Jerusalem and the temple. The prophet maintains there is 
still hope for repentance and restoration. C onsistent with his previous and’ 
later messages, here he instructs. the suffering Jews not to despise God's | 
punishment but to pe confessing their sins and seeking ANES: and 





deliverance. 


Back round—The destucton if A R has just eres and che 

people have been taken away as captives to Babylon. God continually, __ 

| forewarned them about these specific events through Jeremiah and His other 
| prophets. The Lord had sent many prophecies about His punishment of those 
| who would not keep His commandments. Jeremiah - witnessed the 

destruction. and laments over the loss of the people, the temple, and the city. 


The book contains’ five psalms. 


| TE HT ea nil | 


‘Outline Ao a 
I. The Psalmist and the Daughter of Tien ITT. Individual Lament; Affliction and Hope 
Lament the Destruction of Jerusalem amid (3;1-62) i 

Ruin and Misery (1:1-22) IV. Communal Tament: Meditations i ina 


| IL The Psalmist and the Daughter of Zion Ruined City (4: 1-22) 
i. SEED as Day of the Lord (2 1-22) V. Communal Reayst for Deliyergnss G: 1-22) 


EE EEEE 


JEENE 
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j | Now it came to pass that after be 
| Was taken captive and Jerusalem be- 


leru amented this song of grief over 
| “alem and said:t 


Wa ve oy 
| How does the city now sit alone, 
f S € who was full of people? i 
e has become like a widow, 








| 7 1 





|i he me desolate, Jeremiah sat weeping; and | _ 


| "me city is Jerusalem, once full of people but now in captivity in Babylon. 


She who was multiplia! among: Tithe 
nations, 

She who was ruling among the 
countries. 

She has become subject to tribute. 


2 “She weeps bitterly in the night; 
She sheds tears on her cheeks. 
Yet among all her lovers there is no 
one who comforts her. Í 
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All who love her have dealt 
treacherously with her. 
They have become her enemies. 





3 “Judea has gone into captivity 
Because of her humiliation and harsh 
servitude. 
She dwells among the Gentiles; 
She finds no rest. 
All who pursue her overtake her in the 
midst of her distress. 


4 “The roads of Zion mourn, 
Because no one comes to the feast. 
All her gates are destroyed, 
Her priests groan, 
Her virgins are led away, 
And she is embittered in herself. 


5 “Her oppressors have become the master, 
And her enemies prosper; 
For the Lord humbled her 
Because of the greatness of her 
ungodliness. 
Her infants have gone into captivity in 
the presence of the oppressor.' 


a 


“From the daughter of Zion 

All her beauty has’ departed. 

Her princes have become like rams 
That find no pasture, 

And they journey in weakness 
Before the face of the pursuer. 


=] 


“Jerusalem remembers her days of 
humiliation and rejection. 

She remembers all her objects of desire, 

What she had in days of old, 

When her people fell into the hand of 
the oppressor, 

When there was no one to help her. 

When her enemies saw this, they 
laughed at her deportation.t 


8 “Jerusalem sinned grievously; 
Therefore, she became a storm-tossed 
sea. 


1:5 During Lent we pray, 2 
master. This captivity is the result of the ung 
fellowship with God. 


1:7 Jerusalem remembers tells us the author is looking back to the 


people as they endured deportation to Babylon. 


1:8 Jerusalem sinned grievously sums up the cause of anw oa $ 
1:11 Tragically, the phrase the objects of their desire for food is a reference (as in 2:4) to thea pet 
their own children to stay alive. We ask incredulously, 


in our time, we do not eat them; we abort them. 





"O Lord and Master of our lives . . : ressors | i 
odliness of God's people, A stark picture of life outs 


God's discipline of His people. 


All who glorified her have humiliated 
her, 

For they saw her shameful acts, 

And indeed, she groans and turns 

away.t 


“Her uncleanness is at her feet. 
She did not remember her last things, 
And she lowered her boasting tone, 
There is no one who comforts her, 

‘O Lord, behold my humiliation, 


‘For the enemy has been exalted’ 


. “The oppressor has spread his hand 


Over all the objects of her desire, 

For she sees the Gentiles entering her 
Sanctuary, ee 

Those whom You commanded not to 
enter Your church. | | 


“All her people groan | 
And seek for bread. 


i> They gave the objects of their desire 


for food i by 
To stay alive. 


‘O Lord, behold, and have regard 


for me, yeti | : 
For I am treated shamefully. 


‘All you who pass by, do not turn away, 

And see if there is any pain like my 
pains | 

Which has happened to me. 

The Lord who spoke by me . 

Humiliated me in the day of His fierce 
anger. 


‘From His lofty place He sent fire 
And brought it into my bones. 

He spread a net for my feet 

And turned me back. 

He caused me to perish 

And to be in great pain all the day: 


‘He kept watch on my profane acts: 


They are entangled together with my 


hands; | 





™ Here, the oppressors have become Or 
fall of the city and the grief af he 


gof 


how could they-possibly do that? But remt 


. peed 
J“ i ' | tai 
i 


ad 


pg 


| 
| 









| They come up abouti my iyned 
My strength weakens, 

ror the Lord has caused my hands to 
| be in pain. 

{shall be unable to stand. 


grr 


‘The Lord drove off all my mighty ones | 
from my midst. 

He summoned an STS time 
against me 

To crush my chosen men. 

The Lord trod a winepress for the 
virgin daughter of Judah, 

And for these I weep. 


= 
i 


‘My eyes pour down tears, 

For He who comforts me 

| And restores my soul 

| Js gone far from me. 

| My children have perished 
Because the enemy has prevailed? 





i—i 


| ” “Zion has'spread out her tands, 

But there is no one who comfi 

The Lord commanded concerning 
Jacob; 

His oppressors are ‘around him. 

And Jerusalem has become as an 
unclean woman in their midst: 


The Lord is righteous. 
For I provoked His mouth. 
ear now, all peoples, 
And behold my pain; 
| For My virgins and my young men 
have gone into captivity.t 


T called my lovers, 
ul they deceived me. 
Y priests and my’‘elders 
Nded their life in the city, 
or they sought food for themselves 
9 revive their lives: 
| ul they found none. 


| Behold, O Lord, for [i am afflicted. 
| y stomach is troubled, 
S nd my heart is upset within me; 
j ave rebelled exceedingly. 
| From Without, the sword has deprived 
As me of my children, 
death has here at home, 





| “ord 
| tapec in Dt 28:15-68. 
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arts her, 2 


fought them down: The Greek word goers a violent ashing! 






‘Hear now, because I groan; 


There is no one who comforts me: 

All my enemies heard of my calamities, 
And they rejoiced, | 

Because You brought it about 

You brought on the day; 

You set the appointed time, 

For they have become like me, © 


22 ‘So let all their evil come before Your 


face, 
And do to them-as they did toit me 
Concerning all my sins. 
My groaning is great, 
And my snl is grieved: 


“How did me Lord aiiKéK te 

The daughter of Zion in His wrath 
He cast down the glory of Israel ; 
From heaven'to earth] 0973113 v= 
And did not remember His footstool 
In the day of His wrath: 


“The Lord ‘has swallowed up and aci 


spared ` 
Allthe beauty of JäcoK: 
In‘His anger, He brought down the 
strongholds 
Of the daughter of Judah.: 
He brought them down to the ground: 
He desecrated her king and its 
princes.t Ti 
“In fierce anger, He broke off avery: 
horn of Israel 
And drew back His right hand 
From the face of the enemy. 
He blazed against Jacob like'a flaming 
fire, 


And it devoured everything: ne around. 


4 “He bent. His BOW like an enemy 


And strengthened His right hand like 
an adversary, | 

He put to death all the ébiécts of my 
desire, 

And poured out His anger like a fire — 

On the EG nacle of a daughter of 
Zion. | 


5 “The Lord hecamne like an enemy 


And swallowed up Israel, 


|i . ! m4 i 1 a 
| Pe, rorovoked His mouth is a reference to braaiine the laws God spoke to Moses and thus to His peo- 
E 18-22, the “I” is the cty of Jerusalem, and the warning tor her sohadan a was issued and 


i 
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2: 5 The Lord became like an enemy is a awerning of the gravity of the dread judgment seat of Ch 
2:9 When God's people turn on Him, her prophets see no vision from the Lord, Bluntly, 


IES IES Se a a 





He brought down all his palaces, 
Destroyed his strongholds, 


And multiplied shame and humiliation 


In the daughter of Judah.t 


“He opened and spread out His 


tabernacle like a vine 

And destroyed His feast. 

The Lord forgot His testivals and the 
Sabbath 

Which He appointed in Zion, 

And in the fury of His wrath 

He provoked king, priest, and prince. 


“The Lord rejected His altar 
And abandoned His sanctuary, 
By the hand of the enemy, . 
He broke in pieces the wall of-her 
palaces. 
They uttered their voice in the house 
of the Lord - 
As on a feast day. 


“The Lord turned to destroy - 
The wall of the daughter.of Zion. 
He stretched out a measuring line 
And has not turned back: His hand 
from trampling her. 
Therefore the buiwark mourned, 
And the wall weakened with it. 


“Her gates sank into the ground, 
And He destroyed and broke her bars. 
Her king and her princes are among 
the Gentiles, 
And the Law is no more; 


And indeed, her prophets see no vision | 


from the Lord.t 


“The elders of the daughter of Zion 

Sit on the ground and keep silence. 
They throw dust on their heads 

And gird themselves with sackcloth. 
They have brought down to the ground 
The leading virgins in Jerusalem, 


“My eyes fail with tears, 
And my heart is troubled. 
My glory is poured out upon the ground 
At the destruction of the daugnier of 
my people, 


mouth (see Pr 29:18). 
2:12 This verse is likely another reference to cannibalism (see 1:11; 2:20, f 10), 


2:15 See Jer 33:16 and Bar 5:4. 
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While the child and the nursing 
infants 
Faint in streets of the city. 





“They say to their mothers, 

‘Where is the wheat and wine?’ 
While they faint like the wounded 
In the streets of the city, 

While their lives are being poured out 
In their mothers’ bosom.t 


“What shall I testify to you, 
Or what shall I compare to you, 
O daughter of Jerusalem? 
Who will save and comfort you, 
O virgin daughter of Zion? 
For the cup of your destruction is 

great; 

Who shall heal you? 


“Your prophets have seen foolishness 
And worthless things for you, 
But they did not reveal your 
wrongdoing 
So as to turn back your captivity. 
Instead, they saw worthless burdens 
And banishment for you. 


“All who pass by clap their hands at you, 
And they hiss and shake their head 
At the daughter of Jerusalem. 

‘Is this the city they call 
The crown of glory, 

The joy of all the earth?’t 


“All your enemies have opened their 
mouths against you; 
They hiss and gnash their teeth. 
They say, ‘We have swallowed her up! 
Besides, this is the day we have looked 
for; 
We have found it; we have seen it. 


“The Lord has done what He purposed: 
He has carried out His words 
Which He commanded in days of old. 
He pulled down, and has not spared, 
And has caused the enemy to rejoice 
over you. 
He has exalted the horn of those who 
oppress you. 






rist. 
heaven shuts its 








a Their jr heart artietied' out to the Lor horas 

(Q wall of Zion, 

pour down tears like torrents, day and 
night: 

Give yourself no relief; 


is 


19 


ae 


May your eyes have no rest, O daughter. | 


‘Arise, rejoice in the night, 

At the beginning of your watch. 
Pour out your heart like water 
Before the face of the Lord, 

And lift your hands up to Him 
For the life of your infants, 

Who grow weak in hunger 

On the corner of every street.’ 


— 


‘Behold, O Lord, and look 

For whom You have gathered thus. 

Shall the women eat the fruit of their 
womb? 

The cook has made a gleaning; 

Shall the infants who nurse the 
breasts be put to death? 

Will you kill priest and prophet 

In the sanctuary of the Lord? 


1 ‘The child and the old man 





Sleep in the street. 

My virgins and my young men 

Have gone into captivity. 

You killed them with sword and 
famine 

In the day of Your wrath; 

You massacred and have not spared. 


‘He called my sojourner round about 
me to a feast day. 
There was no one who escaped, or 
were left 
In the day of the Lord’s wrath, 
As I strengthened and multiplied 
| my enemies, ’t 


3" am the man who sees poverty 
By the rod of His anger upon me. 
e took me and led me away 
Into darkness, and not into light." 
urely He has turned His hand 
T against me 
hroughout the day. 


‘He has aged my flesh. me my skin 
nd has broken my bones. 


t - 
A èin God's ‘udament: no one will escape. 


buy 
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He has besieged me 

And surrounded my head; 

He has worn me down with 
hardships. 

He set me in dark places | 

As those long dead. 


“He hedged me in, 
And I cannot come forth; 
He made my brazen chain heavy. 
Though I will call and cry out, 
He shuts out my prayer. 
He has blocked my ways 
And obstructed my paths; 
He nas troubled me. 


“He is a bear ine in wait for: me 

Like a lion in a hidden place. 

After I departed, He eagerly pursued 
and caught me; 

He has utterly ruined me. 

He bent his bow 

And set me up as a target for the 
arrow. 


“He caused the arrows of His quiver 
To pierce my loins. 
I became a laughingstock to all my 
people, 
And their song all the day. 
He has filled me with bitterness 
And drenched me with gall. 


“He also broke my teeth with gravel 
And fed me with ashes. 
He took away peace from my soul, 
And I have forgotten the good things. 
Therefore I said, ‘My victory ane my 
hope 
Have perished from the Lords 


“I remembered by reason of my 
poverty, 

And because of my persecution, I 
remembered my bitterness and 
gall. 

My soul shall remember 

And meditate within me. 

I will fix this in my heart; 

Therefore, I will endure. 


“The Lord is good to those who wait 
for Him, 





These verses either start with or contain the word He, a direct ratern tae to God. There is no. 
tin the writer's mind: judgment comes from God, and He is not passive. 
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40 “You veiled Yourself with a cloud 
Because of our prayer. i 
41,. To close my eyes and to reject me, 
You have placed us in the midst of the 
peoples. 
42 All our enemies have opened 
Their mouth against us. 
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To the soul who will seek Him, the 
Good One.t 
233 He will wait for and quietly expect 
The salvation of the Lord. 
24 It is good for a man when he takes up 
A yoke in his youth. | 


25 “He will sit alone and be silent, 
Because he bears it-on himself. » 
26 He will give his cheek to the one- who 
strikes him, 
And he will be filled with rani 
27 Yet the Lord shall not rejeki him 
forever. 


43 “Fear and anger haye come upon us, 
Yes, devastation and destruction. 
44 My eyes will shed tears for forgiveness 
Because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people. 
45 My eyes are drowned with tears, 
And I will not keep silent; 


28 “For He who humbles will have So there shall be no rest, 


compassion er 
According to the bundanti of His 46 “Until the Lord bends down 
mercy. And sees from heaven: 


29 For He does not afflict willingly, |47 My eyes will bring suffering in my 


Though He humbles the children of soul 
men. e y of all the daughters of the 
30 “To-humtle-all:the prisoners of the city!) 
earth : 48 My enemies hunted me down 


Under His feet. Without cause, like a sparrow. 

49 “They put my life to death in the pit 
And threw a stone at me. 

50 Water flowed over my head; 
I said, ‘I am rejected.’ 

51 J] called on Your name, O Lord, 
From the lowest pit. | 


31 “To turn aside the judgement ofa man 
Before the face-ot the Most High; 
32 And to condemn aman 
Before he is judged, 
The Lord:does not command: 
33 Who thus speaks, 
And it comes to pass? 
The Lord has not commanded it, 2 “You heard my voice; , 
Do not hide Your ears from my 
supplication. © 
3 You drew near at my call on the day I 
called upon You. 
You said to me, ‘Do not fear. 
|54 © Lord, You pleaded the case for my 
~ soul; 
You redeemed my life. ~ 


34 “For evil and good shall not proceed 
From the mouth of the Most High. 
35 , Why should a living man complain, 
A man concerning his sin? 
36 Our way has been searched out and 
examined; 
Therefore we shall turn to the Lord. 


gn 


55 “O Lord, You saw my troubles; 
You judged my cause, 

56 You saw all their vengeance 
In all their reasoning against me. 

57 You heard their taunts | 
And all their plots against me, | 


37 “Let us lift our hearts and our hands 
To the Most High in heaven. 
38 We have sinned and acted in an 
ungodly way; 
Thus You have not shown us. mercy. 
39 But You visited us in anger 
And drove us away. 
You have put us to death 
And not spared us.» iPTod 


58 “And the lips of those who rose up 
against me, 





| 





| 
| i | 
| 
3:22-62 Here we see an abrupt change in tone which acknowledges the goodness (v. 22)'and mercy ~ | 
(v. 28) of God, The message: No matten the gravity of our sins, or what our enemies have planned ie $ | 
the demise of our souls, our hope is always In the love and mercy of God. | AJW E 








and their meditations against me all 
the day. 
a Look at their eyes 
As they sit down:and rise up. 
» You shall render a recompense to 
them, O Lord, 
According to the works of their hands. 


a “You shall repay them as.a covering 
Your hardship for them. | 
a You shall pursue them in Your wrath 
and utterly destroy them 
From under heaven, O Lord.) - 
































‘How will gold lose its brightness- 
And fine silver become tarnished? 
The stones of the sanctuary '< are 

scattered | 
At the head of every street.' 


‘The honored sons ‘of Aion, 1 

Valuable as gold, | 

How are they now regarded AS clay 
pots, 

The works of a potter's Hanes? 


| “Even the serpents uncover their breasts 

To nurse their young: 

But the daughters of my pede are 
cruel, | 

Like an ostrich in the desert." 


“The tongue ‘of the nursing child 
cleaves 

To the roof of its mouth for thirst. 

The young children beg for bread, 

But no one breaks it for them. 


Those who ate delicacies 
Perish in'the streets; | | 
ose brought up on the best food 
Are clothed with dune. | 


‘The lawlessness of the daughter’ of My 
people 

Is &reater than the lawlessness of | 

Sodom, 





lve Israel is cruel, 
re, Israel is worse than Sodom. 


f ly Ves A 19, 20) were the “monks” o 
| 413, ntirly to God, By this we see that 
| 9 hi theme! of desolation continues 


Mi 





en God 







A 1) Chapter 4 returns to the distress of Jerusalem: The 
Powerful contrast: Even the serpents, symbolic o 


i “9 
f h Not only did the people apostatize, the Naz 
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Which was overthrown in a moment, 
And there was no one to help her.t 


“Her Nazirites were purer than snow; 
They shone more brightly than milk; 
They were purified as with fire; 
Their polishing was superior to 

sapphire stones.t 


“Now their appearance is blacker than 
soot; 
They go unrecognized in the streets; 
Their skin clings to their bones; 
It is withered and has become as dry 
as wood. 


“Those slain by the sword are better off 
Than those who die of hunger, 
Deprived of the fruits of the-field: 


10 “The hands of somnpassionate women 


Cooked their children; 

They became food for them 

In the destruction of the daughter of 
my Suy 


11 “The Lord has fulfilled His anger; 
He has poured out His fierce wrath. 
He has kindled a fire in Zion, 
And it devoured her foundations. 


12 “The kings of the earth 


And all inhabitants in the world 

Would not believe 

That the enemy and oppressor — 

Could enter through the pates of 
Jerusalem. 


Tag 


“For the sins of her prophets © 
And the lawlessness of her priests, 
Who shed righteous blood in her 
midst,t | 


|14 “Her watchmen wandered in the streets. 


They were defiled with blood i in their 
weakness i 
And stained their garments with it. 


gold has lost its brightness: 
f the devil and his hosts, nurse thelr young, but 


irites became blacker than soot. The Nikiri 
f Israel who never cut thelr hair, refused wine, and devoted them- 


israel was utterly desolate. 
$. ik propres the ee and Rs watchmen have 5 Ab 


¥ 
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2 «O daughter of Zion, your r lawlessness F 
has come to an end; 
He will not continue your exile, 
He has been concerned about your 
lawlessness, 
O daughter of Edom; 
He has revealed your profane acts. 











IS “Depart from the unclean. 
Call to them, ‘Depart! Depart! 
Do not touch us!’ 
For they are set on fire and indeed 
wander. 
Say among the Gentiles, 
‘Let them not live here. 


16 “Their portion shall not continue 

To enjoy the Lord’s presence, 

When He looked upon them with 
favor. 

For they did not respect the person of 
the priests, 

Nor did they show mercy to the 
elders.t 


| 5 “O Lord, remember what happened 
to us; l 
Look upon us with favor 
And see our disgrace.t 
2 Our inheritance has been turned over 
| to foreigners, 
And our homes to strangers.t 
3 We have become orphans and haveno ! 
| : father; - ! 
17 “While we yet lived, Our mothers are as widows. 
Our eyes failed us 
As we looked in vain for help. 
We kept watching intently 
For a nation that'could not save us. 


4 “We pay for the water we drink, 
And our wood comes.at a price. 
5 We are pursued at our eee 
We have labored; 
We have no rest.t 
6 Egypt gave us a hand, | 
Assyria to their satisfaction. 


— 


8 “We hunted for our little ones 
So they would not walk in our streets. 
Our appointed time is near, 
Our days are fulfilled; 
Our time is come. 





=s e 


7 “Our fathers sinned and are no more; 
We suffered from their lawless actions. 
|8 Servants rule over us; 
There is no one to redeem us from 
their hand. 
9 We will bring in our bread 
At the risk of our lives 
From the presence of the sword in the 
desert. 


19 “Qur pursuers were swifter 
Than the eagles of the sky. 
They perched on the mountains 
And lay in wait for us in the desert. 


bho 


0 “The breath of our nostrils, the 
Anointed of the Lord, , 
Was seized in their corruption, 
Of whom we said, ‘Under His 
shadow 
We shall live among the nations,’t 


= 


0 “Our skin has became blackened as al 
oven. 
They are shriveled up from the stormy 
wind of famine. | 
|! They humbled the women in Zion, 
The virgins in the cities of Judah. 
12, Princes were hung up by their hands: 
And elders were not honored. 
i3 The chosen men took up weeping: 
And the young men weakened une 
the loads of wood. 


bo 


| “Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 
Edom, 
Who dwell in the land. _ 
For indeed the cup of the Lord shall 
pass through to you, 
And you shall become drunk and be 
poured out.t 





4:16 A barometer of indifference tanari God, in both He ana the Church, is lack Hf respect for the 
priests and disdain for the elders, 

4:20 The Greek word for Anointed is Christos. Christ is symbolized as a victim of the destruction o 
God's people brought on by their disobedience, | i 
4:21, 22 For the punishment of Edom, see Jer 30:1-16. K 
5:1 What happened to Israel can happen to Christians who disgrace themselves i in She sight of God: | 
5:2 The foreigners are not just the Babylonians, but could also be a reference to idols (Jer 5: :19). 
5:5 In the old covenant and in the new, when we depart from God's will we have no rest. 
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|) Elders also ceased to gather at the ` |18 On Mount Zion, because it is desolate, 
gate; Foxes pass through it. 
The chosen men ceased to sing their 
psalms. 19 “But You, O Lord, shall dwell forever, 
| Your throne from generation to 
s “The joy of our heart has ceased: generation.t 
Qur dance has turned into mourning. | 2° Why will You utterly forget us? 
« The crown fell from our head; Will You forsake us for so long a time? 
Woe to us, because we sinned! |21 Turn us back to You, O Lord, 
7» Because of this, our heart has become And we shall be converted; 
painful; — | Renew our days as before. 
Because of this, our eyes have ` 22 For You have indeed rejected us, 
remained in darkness. And are exceedingly angry with us.” 


| 519-22 This prayer offers a glimmer of hope to close the Book of Lamentations. The phrases turn us 


back to You and we shall be converted tell us this is not merely the request of an individual, but that of 


{| gnation. 
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t Autho Jeremiah the prophet s 


€ Dat e— Written in the aftermath of the sack of Jerusalem (597 BC) and the 
= exile to Babylon of her leaders, probably from Egypt. 


Major Theme= Beware of idols! 
e e y PTR ae 








çBackgrour | d ~The epistle is a diatribe against g sin of idolatry as 

=) represented by the Baal cult. Jeremiah wrote to the Israelites to exhort and 
warn them to be free of a sin that must have been on the increase at this 
time. Because the epistle has very little historical information, it became 
timeless and was used by certain Church Fathers to combat pagan errors and 
superstitions practiced in their own day. The epistle conveys a message that 


heresy and false ideas about God are both ridiculous and untenable. 
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OnE 


ea I. Historical Information (vv. 1—6) E. The Chaldeans even bring shame upon 
II. Condemnation of Idolatry (vv. 7-73) their own idols (vv. 40-44) 
A. Idols adorned like people (vy. 7-14) F Idols are the works of human hands 
B. Uselessness and helplessness of idols k] (vv. 45-52) 
(vv, 15-24) ? G. Idols are powerless (vv. 53-57) 


| H. Idols cannot be compared to the sun, 
D. Idols cannot repay good or evil; they moon, stars, animals, etc. (vv. 58-69) 
cannot give wealth, save, or heal I. Idols compared to scarecrows, brambles, 


(vv. 29-39) and a corpse (vv, 70-73) 


C. Idols cannot move (vv. 25-28) 
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The copy of an epistle Jeremiah sent to- generations. But after this, I shall lead 
those being led away as captives to Baby- | you from that place with peace. -Now in 
ion by the king of the Babylonians, to pro- | Babylon you will see gods of silver, gold, 
claim a message to them, as it was com- and wood carried upon shoulders as dis- 
manded him by God. plays of fear to the Gentiles.t Therefore 

Because of the sins you committed in do not reverence them, lest you become 
the sight of God, you will be led away to | like the foreigners, and fear also seizes 
Babylon as captives by Nebuchadnezzar, | you because of themt 5when you see à 
king of the Babylonians. *After you enter | multitude worshiping them, both in front 
Babylon, you will remain there many of and behind them, But say in your mind, 
years, even a long time, as many as seven “One must worship You, O Lord.” *For My 





3 This verse describes a pagan religious procession such as someone like Daniel would daily witness (see 


Dan 3:1-7). | fae reads Moppa ci 
a| jentit nd í In the same v urch, the Israel, is called 

4 Israel must keep her identity pure and distinct. In the same way, the Church, the new Israel, 

to separate herself from the heretics or those willfully estranged from Christ (see 2Co 6:14-17). 
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jg with all of you, and he is sear 
ur souls.t 





ange! 
ing Yo 
a Idols Dressed Like People m 

jndeed their tongue is polished by a 
raftsman, and they are plated with silver 
and old. But they are false and unable to 
eak. SAS though for a virgin, they take 
aid and prepare crowns upon the heads of 
heir gods. “But there are times when the 
priests will rob the silver and gold from 
heir gods and spend them on themselves, 
and also give some of them to the prosti- 
utes in their chamber. '°So they adorn 
hem—these gods of silver, gold, and 
wood—with clothing like humans, but they 
cannot preserve themselves against scum 
and moth. 

After they clothe them with a purple 
sarment, they wipe their face because of 
the dust from the temple, which is thick 


upon them. !2One of them holds a scepter, 


like the judge of a country who does not 


put to death the one who. sins against him. | 


Another holds a dagger in his right hand 


and a battleax itself, but ne cannot defend 
himself from war and robbers. !*From this, 


not fear them.t 


~ Useless, Lifeless >> 

“For as the vessel of a man is shattered 
aid becomes useless, such are their gods 
a they sit in their temples. !*Their eyes 
are full of dust from the feet of those who 
“nter, 7As courtyards are fenced all 
around against someone who offends a 
ang, and thus is awaiting the death 
aly, so the priests also fortify the tem- 
th of their gods with doors, bars, and 
a lest they be plundered by robbers. 
el though their gods cannot see for them- 
W ês, they burn many lamps for them. 
i weed, as the saying goes, the gods are 
wag wooden beam in their temple, for 
thin hearts are eaten out by the creeping 
at of the earth, which devour both 
thei, 4nd their clothing; and the face of 
he |, 20ls is blackened by the smoke from 
ip, ble; yet all this goes unnoticed. 
ben, SWallows, and other birds also 
lats lip their body and head, and even 
KeWise sit there, 22So know from this 









II8I E. 
‘that they are not gods; therefore, do not 
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fear them. 

23As for the gold worn by the idols for 
beauty, unless someone wipes off the scum, 
it does not shine; neither did they notice 
this when they were formed. “Although 
they are bought at a high price, there is no 
spirit in them. 25Since they are without feet, 
they must be carried on the shoulders of 
others, which demonstrates the disgrace of 
these idols before mankind. Moreover, 
those who serve them are put to shame, be- 
cause if the idol happens to fall to the 
ground, it must be lifted up by them. Even 
if someone should stand it upright, it would 
not move by itself, nor if it were bent over, 
it would not straighten up: yet gifts are of- 
fered to it by them as to the dead. ?’But the 
priests sell their sacrifices to make full use 
of this money for themselves. Likewise 
even their wives preserve the meat offered 
them, though neither the poor nor the lame 
are given a share; and even a woman in her 
menstruation, or one just giving birth, 
touches them. 28Since you Know from this 


| that they are not gods, therefore, do not 


7 Sy | 
tis evident they are not gods; therefore, do | fear them. 


æ False Priests 7> 

29How then can these be called gods? For 
women serve offerings to these gods of sil- 
ver, gold, and wood. Even the priests sit in 
their temples, and their clothes are torn. 
Their heads and beards are also closely 
shaven and uncovered “!as they roar and 
shout before their gods, as some do at a 
feast. °2The priests take the garments of 
their idols to clothe their wives and chil- 
dren. 33Whether these gods may suffer evil 
by someone or even good, they will not be 
able to repay either. Even more, they are 
not capable of raising up a king, nor do 
they have the power to remove one. **Like- 
wise they are unable to give wealth or 
money to anyone. Moreover if someone 
makes a vow to them but does not pay it, 
they will not seek payment from him.t 
They cannot deliver a man from death, 
nor rescue the weak from the strong. 
’6They cannot restore the sight of a blind 
man, nor rescue someone in distress, nor 
deliver anyone in trouble. They cannot 





i Th — — — 
the i verse describes the important role of the guardian angel, who watches and guides us through 
M se FOr other examples, see Ex 23:20-23; 32:34; Ps 90:11. 
M43 J'°€ On Bar 4:7, See also Jer 10:3-5. | 

` ‘he idols are said to be unable to do the very things that the Gospels show Christ doing. 


EPISTLE OF JEREMIAH 38 






show mercy to a widow, nor do good to the 
orphan. **These wooden idols, plated with 
silver and gold, are likened to stones on a 
mountain, and those who serve them will 
be put to shame.t 38How then can anyone 
Suppose them to be gods, or call them 
such? 


< Undiscerning Chaldeans = 

40 Besides, even the Chaldeans them- 
selves. dishonor them, for when they see 
Someone without the power. of- speech, 
they bring him to Bel. They consider it 
worthy to call out to him, as though he 
could understand. *!Yet they themselves 
do not understand so as to abandon their 


idols, for they have no discernment. “The | 


women also put cords around themselves 
and sit in the streets, burning corn as in- 
cense. When one of these women is led 
off by some passerby and sleeps with him, 
she insults her neighbor. because she was 
not as desirable as herself, nor was her 
cord broken.t 44Everything to do with 
these idols is a lie. How then can anyone 
suppose them to be gods, or call them 
such? 


= Idols Are a Disgrace = 

45They are fashioned by craftsmen and 
goldsmiths. They cannot be anything but 
what the craftsmen desire them to be.t 
46E ven those who fashion them do not at- 
tain a long life; therefore, how can the 
things created by them be gods? 4’For they 
leave behind lies and a disgrace for those 
who come after. #8Indeed, when war and 
calamities fall upon them, the priests coun- 
sel among themselves so they may hide 
themselves with them.t “How then is it not 
perceived that they are not gods, who can 
neither save themselves from war nor 
calamities? ®5°For they are wood, plated 
with silver and gold, "l'and it will become 


known and evident in due time to the Gen- | sun 
to the Gentiles, so as to shine like the = 


or give light like the moon. ®The wild 


tiles and their kings that they are false and 
not gods, but rather the works of men’s 
hands. There is nothing of God’s work in 





38 Plated is a reference to wood overlaid with silver and gold. 

43, 44 The pey rivalries and jeaiousy show that this is just common prostitution A by 
gion. 
45, 46 These verses portray the | ANY ofa mortal creature fashioning his own gods. ~ 

48, 49 These verses portray the irony of powerless gods being saved by the priests who pray to ‘them | 
for blessings and protection. 
55 Revealing the foolishness of their faith, the priests will sacrifice their gods to save their own tives. 


ments, nor to be good for mankind. 
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them. 2Who eric can n fail t to sialon that they 
are not gods? 

For they cannot raise up a king for 4 
country, nor can they give mankind rain 
‘They cannot decide a case, nor can they 
help one who is wronged; for they are like 
crows tossed about in the air. Indeed 
when a fire breaks out in the temple of 
these wooden gods, plated with silver or 
gold, their priests will run and save them- 
selves, but these beams of wood in the 
midst will be burned up.t *They offer no 
resistance against a king or in a war. "How 
then can one admit or Suppose that they 
are gods? | 

Neither can wooden gods save them- 
selves from thieves or robbers, since they 
are plated with silver and gold, For those 
who are strong will take away their silver 
and gold and the clothing they wear. Nor 
can they help themselves. °9So it is better to 
be a king able to demonstrate his own 
courage, or a household utensil that is use- 


ful to its owner, than to be false gods. It is 
better to be a wooden pillar in a palace 
than to be false gods.t ©°For indeed the sun, 


moon, and stars that shine brightly are sent 
for a useful purpose, and they obey. *!Like- 


wise, when lightning flashes it is seen far 
and wide, and the wind blows in every 


country. &So0 too, when God commands the 


clouds to travel across the whole earth. 
they fulfill what is commanded. So does 


fire when it is sent from above to consume 


‘the mountains and forests, and does what 


is ordered. ®8But idols cannot be compa! 
to any of this, either in power or appear 
ance. ĉtTherefore they are not to be cons! 
ered as gods, nor as able to make judi 


cs 


then, since you know they are not gods. do 


not fear them. teas 
66For they can neither curse nor mee 
kings. 6'They cannot show signs in heav 


mals are superior to them, for they are abie 





false rell- 


59-64 Being real and serving a practical purpose makes eventing froma ing toa Helin ie a ee 


fire superior to a false god and idols that do nothing. 


ee 


Se ee 








— 





LE 
v Pn, there is no evidence to prove 
ry are gods, so do not fear them. 

Me r like a scarecrow in a garden of cu- 
| bars guarding nothing worthwhile, so 
O helr wooden gods, plated with silver 
i gold. "They are like a thorn bush in a 
w n on which every bird perches, and 
e are like a dead man cast into dark- 


xg Compare note on vv. 48, 49. 
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shelter to profit themselves.t 
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ness. Such are their wooden gods, plated 
with silver and gold. 

“Because of the purple and fine linen 
rotting on them, you will know that they 


| themselves are not gods. Afterwards, they 
will be consumed, and become a disgrace 


in the land.t Better therefore is a man 
who is righteous and has no idols, for he 
Shall be far from disgrace.t 


1 Purple: Valuable dyed cloth that-was a sign of wealth or power. 
13 The one who is righteous turns from idolatry (see 1Jn 5:21). 
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Autho I -The prophet Ezekiel himself. No one else could be so intimately 
informed of his actions and intentions. nS A 





LE 


c Da fe— The generally accepted time-frame in which the book was written is 

SS 595-572 sc. This work contains more dates than any other Old Testament 
prophetic book, and the times of the prophecies are accurately described. 

| M ajor The me~ Gods direction of events in heaven and on earth. His revelation 

Sof knowledge to all the nations is another predominant theme running 
throughout the book. He is the Judge, but He is equally desirous to be 


gracious and merciful. 





¢ Ba CRO (Out id — The holy prophet Ezekiel (commemorated on July 25), whose 

Shame means “God strengthens,’ was of the tribe of Levi. He was therefore 
both priest and prophet, and he was married. He grew up during the reign 
of King Josiah of fudan (640-609 BC), but his prophetic ministry spanned the 
years 595 to 572 Bc. More than any other prophet, Ezekiel was called by 
God to involve himself personally in the divine word by acting it Out in 
prophetic symbolism. He was a contemporary of the prophets Jeremiah and 
Daniel. | tt 


cOvingde ms NS. 
® | The Commission of Ezekiel (1:1—3:27) © 
A. Ezekiel sees the glory of God (1:1-27) 
B. Ezekiel is called to prophesy (2:1—3:27) 
[I. Judgment on Judah (4:1—24:27) 
A. Signs of the coming judgment 



















IIL. Judgment on the Gentiles (25:1—32:32) 
A. Judgment on Ammon (25:1—7) 

B. Judgment on Moab (25:8-11) 

C, Judgment on Edom (25:12-14) 

D. Judgment on Crete (25:15-17) 

E. Judgment on Tyre (26:1—28:19) 





(4:1—5;17) 
B. Messages of the coming judgment F Judgment on Sidon (28:20-26) 
(6:1—7:27) G, Judgment on Egypt (29:1—32:32) 
IV Restoration of Israel (33:1—48:35) 


C. Vision of coming judgment (8:1—11;25) 
D. Signs, parables, and messages of judgment 
(12:1—24:27) | 


A. Return of Israel to the land 
(33:1—39:29) 

B. Restoration of Israel to temple worship 

(40; 1—48:35) 
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yzekiel’s Vision of God and the Four 
A Creatures m> — 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth 

year, in the fourth month, on the fifth 
of the month, as I was in the midst of 





ihe captivity by the River Chebar, the heav- | 


ans were opened and I saw visions of God.t 
ion the fifth day of the month, in the fifth 
year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, 3the 
word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, 
he son of Buzi, in the land of the Chal- 
jeans by the River Chebar; and the hand of 
the Lord was upon me.t 

ij looked, and behold, a sweeping wind 
ame from the north, and a great cloud was 
init, with a Surrounding brightness and fire 
fashing forth from it. In its midst was 
' something like the appearance of amber in 
the middle of the fire, and a brightness in it. 
‘In the midst, there was as it were the like- 
ness Of four living creatures. This was their 
appearance, and the likeness of a ‘man 
upon them.t ‘Each had four faces, and each 


and their feet were winged. ‘There were 
sparks like gleaming brass, and their wings 
were light. “The hand of a man was under- 
neath their wings on their four sides: °The 
laces of those four did not turn as they pro- 
ceded, and they went with each face oppo- 
site the other. !°This was the likeness of 
their faces: the face of a man, the face of a 
lon on the right side of the foursome, the 


“glet Their wings were spread out 
above them. Each had two wings joined to- 
were opened (see Mt 3:17), 


U 
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14. € light of the gospel (see Jdg 7:16). 





had four wings. “Their lees were straight, | 


lace of an ox on the left, and the face of an | 


I St. Gregory the Great comments that after establishing the time and place in history, the Prophet 
kiel mystically “shows forth the Lord,” for in Christ's thirtieth year He was baptized and the heavens 





bodies. !?Each went straight forward wher- 
ever the spirit was going, and did not turn 
back. In the midst of the living creatures 
there was an appearance as of burning 
coals of fire, as an appearance of lamps 
turning among the living creatures. There 
was the brightness of fire, and out of the 
fire lightning came forth.t 

I looked and behold, there was one 


wheel on the earth next to each living crea- 


ture with its four faces.t "The appearance 
of the wheels was like the appearance of 
beryl; and each of the four had one like- 
ness; and their work was as it were a wheel 
within a wheel. !®They went on their four 
sides, and did not turn when they went. 
l7Neither did their backs turn, and they 
were high. I saw them, and the backs of all 
four were full of eyes all around: '8When 


the living creatures went, the wheels went 


beside them; and when the living creatures 
lifted up from the earth, the wheels were 
lifted up. Wherever the cloud happened to 
be, there was the spirit ready to go. The liv- 
ing creatures went, and the wheels went 
with them, for the spirit of life was in the 
wheels. 2?When the living creatures went, 
the wheels went; when the living creatures 
came to a stop, the wheels stopped; and 
when those were lifted up from the earth, 
the wheels were lifted up with them, for the 
spirit of life was in the wheels. 

41The likeness above the heads of the liv- 
ing creatures was like a firmament, like the 
appearance of crystal, spread out over their 





3,4 St, Gregory writes that Ezekiel recognized the Incarnation of the Only Begotten when he saw the 
Nd of the Lord, The amber signifies Christ, who “tempered” His divinity by taking on humanity, that 
“nanity by grace might take on divinity. “Like amber in the fire, God is made man in persecution.” 

~~ Ezekiel identifies the four living creatures as cherubim (10:9-16), the guardians of the throne of 
yl (Ex 25:10-22: 3Kg 6:23-28). Like those of St. John’s vision (see Rev 4:6-9), they are seen by the Fa- 
© typify the Four Evangelists, while their unity in the spirit (vv, 12, 20) illustrates the spread of the 


a St. Gregory the Great comments that the man is Matthew, because he begins his Gospel with 
9€nealogy (Mt 1:1). The lion is Mark, “because of the crying in the wilderness” (Mk 1:1). The ox 

Whe? Decause he started with a sacrifice” (Lk 1:8). The eagle is John, who “stretched toward the very 

Gn Ace of divinity” (Jn 1:1). Gregory also sees in them types of Christ, who became a man in the In- 

Gree ON, an ox on the Cross, a lion in the Resurrection, and an eagle in the Ascension. Finally, says 

ag they symbolize “every one of the elect, who are perfect in the way of God," whose virtues are 

peed self-sacrifice, fortitude, and contemplation of heavenly things. | 

iy th e burning coals (v, 13), writes St. Gregory, are “holy men” (see Is 6:6 and note). The lamps sig- 

I 


limon The wheels signify Holy Scripture, and the wheel within a wheel illustrates that “the New Tes- 
tlay hidden by allegory in the letter of the Old Testament” (GrgGt). | 
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against you on every side. You will live jp 
the midst of scorpions. Do not be afraid o¢ 
their words or dismayed by their looks, for 
they are a house of provocation. You shall 
speak My words to them, whether they 
hear or are put’ off, because they are a 
house of provocation. *You, son of man, lis. 
ten to the One who speaks to you. Do not 
be one who rebels like the house of provo- 
cation, but open your mouth wide, and eat 
what I give you.” 

9Then I looked, and behold, there was 
a hand reaching out to me, and the roll of 
4 book was in it.t !°He unrolled it before 
me, and there written on the inside and the 
outside were words of lamentation and 
mourning and woe. 


wings above. 22Their wings were outspread 
underneath the firmament, clapping their 
wings one to the other, two wings joined to 
each, and two wings covering up their bod- 
ies.t 23I heard the sound of their wings 
when they went, like the sound of much- 
water; and when they stood still, their 
wings rested. 

24Then behold, a voice came from above 
the firmament, above their head. “There 
was as it were the appearance of a sapphire 
stone, and the likeness of a throne upon it. 
Upon the likeness of the throne there was 
as it were the appearance of a man above.t 
26Then I saw as it were the outward appear- 
ance of amber from the appearance of the 
waist and upward. From the appearance of 
the waist and downward [ saw as it were | 
the appearance of fire with brightness 
round about: “like the appearance of'a 
rainbow ina cioud on s rainy day, So was 
the condition of the surrounding bright- 
ness. 
= Ezekiel Called as 2 Prophet te israel 7 

This was the vision of the likeness of the 
Lord’s glory. J saw it, and i fell down on my 
face. and heard the voice of One speaking. 


































Then He said to me, “Son of man, eat 
this scroll. and go and speak to the 
children of Israel.”t 2So I opened my mouth, 
and he fed me the scroll. “Then He said to 
me, “Son of man; your mouth shall eat and 
your stomach will be filled with this scroll 
that is given you.” So I ate it, and it was in 
my mouth as sweet as honey. *Then He said 
to me, “Son of man; go! Go to the house of 
Israel, and speak My words to them. ‘For 
you are not sent to a people of unfamiliar 
speech and obscure language, but to the 
house of Israel. "Neither are you sent to 
many peoples speaking a foreign language 
or using strange tongues, nor to a people of 
heavy speech, whose words you would not 
understand. Surely, had I sent you to them, 
they would have listened to you.t 7But the 
“house of Israel shall be unwilling to listen 
to you, because they are unwilling to listen 
to Me; for all the house of Israel is argu- 
mentative and hard-hearted. *Behold, l 
have made your face to be strong against 
their faces, and I will strengthen your case 
| against their arguments. “Your argument 
| shall be continually stronger than a rock, 
Do not be afraid of them, nor be dismayé 


Then He said to me, “Son of man, stand 
/ on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 
2The Spirit then came upon me, took me up, 
raised me, and set me on my feet; and | 
heard Him speaking to me. 3So He said to 
me, “Son of man, I am sending you to the 
house of Israel, to the ones provoking Me. 
They have provoked Me, they and their fa- 
thers, up to this very day. “Then you shall 
say to them, “Thus says the Lord.’ "Now 
then, if they listen or are put off—for they 
are a rebellious house—still they will know 
you are a prophet in their midst. | 
6“But you, Son of man, do not be afraid of 
them nor be dismayed by their looks, for 
they will swarm and sting you, and crowd 


an image of the virtues of the righteous. 


1:22 St. Gregory sees in the wings ry 
hrone prefigures the Incarnation of the Son of God fram the Virgin 


4:25 The man on the sapphire... t 

Mary, | ie 

1:27 The rainbow images the new covenant (see Gn 9:13-15) rn a aa 
. T ook signifies Holy Scripture, which Christ unrolled (Mk 4:34; Lk 24:25). Scripture 

a Pepe hEro oTa Rea tate and eaa i history; within through spiritual understanding. but wit - 

out through the plain sense of the letter still befitting the weak" (GrgGt). Lamentation and mourning 

indicate repentance, while woe points to the Final Judgment (Lk 6:25), ) 

3:1-3 For the faithful, the taste of Christ the Word in our mouth is even sweeter than honey (see 

Pe 18:10; 118:103; Jer 15:16; Zec 5:1-4; Rev 10:8-11),, Sublet” 

3:6 Israel rejected Christ, but the Gentiles received Him (Lk 11:29-33). 
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air faces; for they are a house of provo- 
+ 





at th 
cain He said to me, “Son of man, re- 

ve into your heart all My words I have 
poken to yOu, and listen with your ears. 
igo! Go to the captives, to the children of 
yout people, and you shall speak to them, 
aying, ‘Thus says the Lord,’ whether they 
sten or Whether they refuse.” !2Then the 
gpirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a 
great thunderous voice: “Blessed is the 
ory of the Lord from His place.” 13] also 
perceived the sound of the wings of the liv- 
ing creatures as they clapped one to: the 
other, and the sound of the wheels nearby, 
and the sound of the earth quaking.t “Then 


' the Spirit moved me and raised me up, and 


[went forth under the impulse of my spirit; 
but the hand of the Lord was strong upon 


me. Thus lifted up, I then entered among 


the captivity and circulated among those 
who were dwelling by the River Chebar. | 
sat there for seven days, holding conversa- 
lion in their midst.t 
« Ezekiel Made a Watchman er 

“Again it came to pass, after seven days, 
that the word of the Lord came to me, say: 
ng, “Son of man, I made you'a‘watchman 
lor the house of Israel; and you will hear a 
Word from My mouth and: shall threaten 
hem from Me:t !8When I say to the lawless, 
You shall surely die’ and'you do not give 
explicit warning, nor speak to warn 
le lawless to'turn from his ways so he may 
we, that lawless man shall die in his un- 

hteousness: but his blood I will: require 
Ales, and he does not turn from his law- 
mess: nor from his way, that lawless 
a Shall die in his unrighteousness; but 
es delivered your soul. 20Again, when a 

leous man turns from his righteous- 


Baptist 
tim 


yyy. completion. 
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your hand. However, if you warn the | 


_ EZEKIEL 4:3 


hess and commits a transgression, and I 
put him to the test, he shall die, because 
you did not give him explicit warning. He 
Shall die in his sins, and his righteous deeds 
which he did shall not be remembered: but 
his blood I will require at your hand.t 21But 
if you explicitly warn the righteous man 
not to sin, and he does not sin, the righ- 
teous man shall live, because you explicitly 
warned him; and you will deliver your own 
soul.” | 

2 Again the hand of the Lord came upon 
me, and He said to me, “Arise and go out 
into the plain, and there you will be spoken 
to."t 23So I arose and went out into the 
plain, and behold, the glory of the Lord 
stood there, just like the vision and just like 
the glory I saw by the River Chebar: and I 





| fell on my: face. 24Then the Spirit: came 
upon me and set me on my feet, and said to 


me, “Go inside and shut yourself within 
your house. “As for you, son of man, be- 
hold, chains: are appointed for you, and 
they will put you in them so you cannot go 
out from their ‘midst. 26] shall bind your 
tongue, and you will become deaf. You will 


not be for them as a man to convict them, 


for they are a house of provocation. 27But 
when I speak with you, I shall open your 
mouth, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord. He who hears, let him hear: 
and he who disobeys, let him disobey; for it 
is a house of provocation. Je; | 


œ The Siege of Jerusalem Predicted > | 
“As for you, son of man, take a brick 
for yourself and lay it before you. You 

Shall put it before your face and outline the 
city of Jerusalem on it.t 2On this outline 
you shall draw a wall, build a rampart 
round about it, put a barricade against it, 
place armies around it, and arrange it with 
engines of war all around. °Then take for 





he The gospel spread first by preaching the sound, and later by the Holy Scriptures (the wheels). 
5 The Captivity is an icon of the world held captive to sin. Here the prophet foreshadows John the 
Preaching repentance and baptizing the Jewish faithful at-the Jordan. Seven days signifies a 


for hi 3 The watchman must warn the lawless of the coming judgment, or he will be held accountable 
5 | a 
y nce, 


ile 


leco he righteous man images the Old’Testament faithful, who heeded the prophets warning and 


: laaa oe Christ when He came. 
Fakie 'ter the gospel was preached to the Jews, it l 
log’ being St rap aut in chains points to the cutting off of prophecy to make way for Christ. ` 
: prophet, was put in prison (Mk 1:14); and his father, 


ley 
aha nat J 


ohn the Baptist, the last Old Testament 
44 
4 St. 


a had his tongue bound (Lk 1:20). 
Gre 
Inj 

ght remember his fallen state. 


gory the Great comments that the Prophet is called son of man so 


i 


was taken to the plain, i.e., the whole world. © 


that when he is exalted, — 
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yourself a frying-pan made of iron, and set 
it as an iron wall between you and the city. 
Set your face against the city, and it shall 
be in confinement; and you shall shut it up 
completely. This will be a sign to the chil- 
dren of Israel. | 


4“You shall sleep on your left side and lay | 


the acts of unrighteousness of the house of 
Israel upon it. For one hundred and fifty 
days, for this number of days, you shall 
sleep on it; for you shall bear their acts of 
unrighteousness.t 5For I have laid on you 
their two acts of unrighteousness accord- 
ing to the number of the days, one hundred 
and ninety days. You shall bear the acts of 
unrighteousness: of the house of Israel: 
6When you. accomplish all this, then you 
shall sleep on your right side; and you shall 
bear the acts of unrighteousness of the 
house of Judah for forty days. L have ap- 
pointed you a day for each year. 7TYou shall 
set your face toward the confinement of 
Jerusalem; and you shall strengthen your 
arm and prophesy against it. *Behold, Í 
have appointed chains: for- you, and you 
may turn from one side to the other. until 


the days: of your confinement are accom- | 


plished. 

9A lso take for yourself wheat, barley, 
beans. lentils, millet, and spelt; put them 
into one vessel made of earth, and make 
loaves of bread for yourself. According to 
the number of days you sleep on your side, 
one hundred and ninety days, you shall eat 


them. !°Your food which you eat shall be by | 


weight, twenty shekels a day; from time to 
time you shall eat them. llYou shall also 
drink water by measure, one-sixth of a hin, 
and from time to time you shall drink. 
12You shall eat them as a barley cake baked 


in ashes. You shall bake them in their sight | 


in the filth of human dung.t \’Then you 
shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 
So shall the children of Israel eat unclean 
things among the Gentiles.’ ” 

1480 I said, “Not so, O Lord God of Israel. 


4:4-11 Ezekiel lying bound on his side images the death of Christ, the Lamb of God, who bore the ac 


of unrighteousness of all humanity. 


4:12-17 It would have been unthinkable for Ezekiel to carry out this command as first given. 
made a similar protest (see Acts 10:9-16). But in a striking reverse parallel, Christ made Hims? 
to be sin for our sakes (2Co 5:21), so that all who waste away in their wrongdoings (v. 17) might p°" 
take together of the bread of heaven and the water of eternal life. | 

5:1-4 The hair and its destruction by fire, sword, and wind all point ultimately to the final 
(compare Job 1:13-22; Is 7:20). The hair sewn into the garment illustrates the faithful remnant W 


tle Peter 


have bound themselves to Christ. 


5:5, 6 Jerusalem is the Church, which was indeed put . 


speak the gospel of truth. 
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Behold, my soul has not defiled itself 
uncleanness, nor from my youth up until 


- now have I eaten what died of itself or was 


torn by beasts, nor has day-old meat en- 
tered my mouth.” Then He said to me, 


“Behold, I give you cow dung instead of hu- 


man waste, and you shall prepare your 
loaves of bread upon it.” !6Then He said to 
me, “Son of man, behold, I will break the 


support of bread in Jerusalem, and they 


shall eat bread by weight and in want and 
drink water by measure and in a state of 
ruin, so as to become in need of bread and 
water, A man shall destroy his brother, and 
they shall waste away in their wrongdo- 
ings. 

=. Jerusalem’s Desolation Prophesied -= 


| 5 “As for you, son of man, take for your- 


self a sword sharper than a barbers 
razor. Acquire it for yourself, and shave 


your head and your beard; then take scales 


to weigh and divide the hair.t 2?One-fourth 
you shall burn in the midst of the city, at the 
completion of the days of the confinement. 
Then you shall take one-fourth and burn it 
up in its midst; and one-fourth you shall cut 
up around about all sides with the sword; 
and one-fourth you shall scatter to the 
wind. Thus I will unsheathe a sword after 
them: ?You shall also take from there 4 
small amount of hair and wrap it in the fold 
of your garment. “Then from this amount, 
again take some and throw it into the midst 
of the fire and burn it in the fire. Fire shall 
come forth from it, and you shall say to al 


the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lort: | 


“This is Jerusalem; I have put her in th 
midst of the surrounding countries, in th? 


midst of the nations.t So you shall speak | 


of My ordinances to the lawless one among 
the nations, and my laws to the lawless 0% 
from the surrounding countries; beca 

they rejected My ordinances, and have M 
walked in My laws.” "Therefore thus says 
the Lord: “Because your opportunity fol 


The Ape 


judgment 


-in the midst of the nations that she shall 


a 

















awiessness is taken from the nations 
round you, and you have not walked in my 
jaws, nor kept My ordinances—indeed you 
have not even kept the ordinances of the 
„tions around you—"t Stherefore, thus 
gays the Lord: “Behold, I will execute judg- 
ment in your midst in the sight of the na- 
sons. "I will do among you what I have not 
jone, and the likes of which I will not do 
again, because of all your abominations. 
Therefore fathers shall eat their children 
n your midst, and children shall eat their 
fathers; and I will execute judgments 
among you, and all of you who remain, I 
will scatter to. every wind. ''Therefore, as I 
live.” says the Lord, “surely, because you 





defiled My holy things with all your abom- | 


inations, I also will reject you. My eye will 
not spare, nor will I have any mercy. !2OQne- 
fourth of you shall be destroyed by death, 


and one-fourth shall be consumea tn your | 


midst by famine. One-fourth of you I will 
scatter to every wind, and one-fourth of 
you will fall by the sword all arcund you, 
for I will unsheathe a sword. after them. 
"Thus shall My anger and: My wrath be ac- 
complished against them. You will come to 
know this because I, the Lord, have spoken 
in My zeal, when I accomplish My anger 


against them. 14I will make you desolate, | 
along with your daughters around you, in | 
ihe sight of everyone who travels through. 
“You shall be mournful and miserable 


among the nations around you when I exe- 
cule judgments. among you, in, the 
ngeance of my anger. I, the Lord, have 
Doken. 16When I send forth against them 
y arrows of famine, and they are extin- 
euished, I also shall break your supply of 
ead. !7So J will send against you famine 
Nd evil beasts and shall punish you, Death 
ad blood shall pass through upon you, 
ih | will bring a sword against you, all 
Sut you, I, the Lord, have spoken.” ’” 


™ The Lord Condemns Idolatry 7> 
Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“Son of man, set your 
against the mountains of Israel and 
esy against them. "You shall say, ‘You 
ls 4 ins of Israel, hear the word of the 
-thus says the Lord to the mountains 






$ a! law, or free will, in man, See Rom 2:14, 15. 


i 


14_¢ -© SWord of the Spirit against all idolatry. 
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and hills, and to the ravines and valleys: 
“Behold, I shall bring a sword against you 
and destroy your high places. ‘Your altars, 
along with your sacred precincts, shall be 
broken down. I shall cast down your 
wounded in the presence of your idols, °and 
scatter your bones all around your altars. 
6In all your dwelling places, the cities shall 


be laid waste, and the high places shall be 
abolished, so as to destroy your altars and 


break your idols in pieces and remove your 
sacred precincts. 

7™“The wounded shall fall in your midst, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord, 
8when some among you are escaping from 
the sword among the nations and when you 
are scattered among the countries. “Then 
those of you who escape among the nations 
where they were taken captive will remem- 
ber Me. For I swore an oath against their 
heart, which went away from Me and com- 
mitted fornication, and against their eyes, 
which committed fornication after their 
practices. They shall mourn -over -them- 
selves amid all. their abominations. Then 
they shall come to know;that I, the Lord, 
have spoken.” =; 

\l*Thus says the Lord: “Clap your hands 
and stamp your feet, and say, ‘Good, well 
done! Good, well done!’ Because of all the 
abominations of the house of Israel, they 
shall fall by the sword, by death, and by 
famine. '*He who is near shall fall by the 
sword, and he who is far off shall die an un- 
timely death; and he who is in the confine- 
ment shall perish by famine. Thus will I ac- 
complish My wrath upon them. !*Then you 
shall come to know that I am the Lord, 
when your wounded are among your idols, 
all around your altars, on every high hill, 
and under every shady tree where they of- 
fered a sweet aroma to their idols. 1450 I 
will stretch out My hand against them, and 
appoint the land for destruction and ruin, 
from the desert of Diblah, in all their 
dwelling places. Then you shall know that I 
am the Lord.” ’” | | 


w, Judgment Is Near for Israel -> 

Again the word of the Lord came to 

me, saying,t 2“You, son of man, speak 
and say, ‘Thus says the Lord to the land of 


De n — saute 7 Dei 
Even the nations that did not know God had ordinances. This verse points to the presence of the 


Mela he final fulfillment of this judgment was carried out In the Incarnation, when Christ came to 


e Lord’s judgment against sin is to withhold mercy, thus allowing the abominations of sin. 
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their abominable images from them. For 
this reason | caused these things to be un- 
cleanness to them. 2!I will hand over these 
things into the hands of foreigners, to plur- 
der these things; and I will give these 
things to the troublemakers of the land as 
booty, and they shall desecrate them. 22] 
will turn My face away from them, and they 
will defile My place of service. They will 
enter it unguardedly and desecrate it. 
43“They will create disorder, because the 
land is full of peoples, and the city is full of 


5 come 
upon the four corners of the land. 3An end 
has come upon you who dwell in the land. 
“The time has come; the day is near, not 
with tumult nor with travail. 5Now it is 
near. I shall pour out my wrath upon you 
and accomplish My anger among you. | 
Shall judge you in your ways and cause all 
your abominations to come upon you. My 
eye will not spare, neither will I show 
mercy; because I will cause your ways to 
come against you. Your abominations shall 
be in your midst, and you will know that I | lawlessness. 241 will turn back the pride 
am the Lord who smites:'7Now the end has of their strength, and their holy things 
come to you. | shall send judgment upon | shall be defiled. “Though propitiation shall 
you, take vengeance on your ways, and rec- | come and one shall seek peace, there shall 
ompense all your abominations upon you: | be none. ` 7 | l 
‘My eye will not spare against you, nor will 26“There will be woe upon woe, and mes- 
[have mercy; bécausel will catise your way | sage upon message, and a vision will be 
to come against you, and your abomina- sought from a prophet; but the law will per- 
tions shali be in your'midst. You shall Know | ish from the priest, and counsel from the 
that 1 am the Lord.” elders. 2’The ruler shall clothe himself with 
For thus says the Lord: 1°“Behold; the | destruction, and the hands of the people of 
end has come. Behold, the day of the Lord: | the land will weaken. I will'do to them ac- 
Although the rod has- biossomed, arro- | cording to their ways and reward them ac- 
gance has risen forth. ‘The support of the | cording to their judgments. Then they shall 
lawless one shall be crushed, and without know that Iam the Lord!” ’” 
either tumultor haste. The time has come, | 
behold the day. Let not-the buyer rejoice, 
and let not the seller'mourn. 13For the one 
who buys shall no longer turn to the one 
who sells, and a man shall no longer have 
control over his life. ‘Blow with the trum- 
pet and judge all at once. There shall be 
war by the sword from without and death 
and famine from within, He who is in the 
field will die by the sword, and famine and 
death shall destroy those in the city. 
‘6Those who are saved and survive will be 
on the mountains; I will slay all the rest— 
each one in his wrongdoings. !’All hands 
shall be feeble, and all legs will be stained | sion of God to Jerusalem, to the porches of 
with urine. '*They will clothe themselves | the inner gate that looks to the north, 
with sackcloth, and astonishment shall | where the pillar of idolatry was. *Behold, 
cover them. Shame will be on them—on | the glory of the Lord God of Israel was 
every face, and baldness on every head. | there, like the vision I saw in the plain. - 
'9They will throw their silver into the | Then He said to me, “Son of man, lift 
streets, and their gold will be disregarded, | your eyes toward the north.” So I lifted my 
Their souls will not be satisfied, nor their | eyes toward the north, and behold, I looked 
stomachs filled; because it became their | from the north toward the eastern gate. 
stumbling block of wrongdoings. _ | ®Then He said to me, “Son of man, do you 
20“As for their choice of adornment, they | see what they are doing? They commit 
displayed these in arrogance and made | great acts of lawlessness here to keep Me 


| | | I90 
Israel: “An end has come; the end ha 


~ Abominations in Jerusalem -= 

Again it came to pass in the sixth year, 

in the fifth month, on the fifth day of 
the month, as I sat in my house with the 
elders of Judah sitting before me, that the 
hand of the Lord came upon met 2Then I 
looked, and behold, there was the likeness 
of a man, as of fire from His waist down, 
and from His waist up like the appearance 
of amber. *He extended what looked like a 
| hand and raised me up by the crown of my 
| head. The Spirit lifted me up between the 
earth and the sky and brought me in a vi- 









8:1-4 Sahalara date this Sept. 17, 592 sc, It takes place in exile, in Ezekiel's house near Babylon. His 
vision of God gives us a heavenly perspective of the glory of the Lord. xol g 
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“om My sanctuary. Now you will see even 
ater acts of lawlessness.”t 
co He brought me to the porches of the 
yt. Then He said to me, “Son of man, 
wo a hole.” So I dug, and behold, a door. 
He said to me, “Go in, and see the lawless 
jeeds they are doing here.” So I went in, 
d behold, I saw vain abominations—all 
ihe idols of the house of Israel were por- 
rayed on the wall all around. "There were 
seventy men of the elders of the house of 
israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah 
ne son of Shaphan. Each man had a censer 


in bis hand, and the smoke of the incense | 


rose up. Then He said'to me, “Son of man, 
do you see what the elders of the house of 
israel are doing, each one of them in their 
private bedroom? For they Said, “The Lord 


does not see; the Lora has forsaken the 
| land: hH 


Then He said to me, “You will see even 
greater acts of lawlessness they are doing.” 


$0 He brought me to ihe porches of the 


court of the Lord’s house that faces north: 
and behold, women were sitting there 
weeping for Tammuz. = Then He said to me, 


| ‘Do you see this, son of man? You‘ will see 


worse practices than these.” 1650 -He 
brought me into the inner court of the 
Lord’s house; and behold, there, at the 


outer entra: ta ord’ lej Dez | 
ntrance of the Lord’s temp | Jerusalem?” °Then He said to me, “The 


| Ween the porch and the altar, were about 
| twenty men, They stood with their backs 


h 
oP (v.16) 


“e 
| 04, > 


ward the temple of the Lord, with their 
laces in the opposite direction; and they 
were worshiping the sun. 

Then He said to me, “Do you see this, 
n of man? This is not a trivial thing for 
in, nouse of Judah to commit these lawless 
ls which they commit here, is it? For they 
ave filled the land with lawlessness, and 
A old, they are as those who treat Me with 
“ntempt. 184s for Me, I shall treat them in 


Mercy’ 


) Then He cried out in my ears with'a 


| the Oud voice, saying, “The punishment of 
uly is near, and each had instruments of 





y Jhe remainder of this chapter concerns great acts of lawlessness done on temple grounds: Present 
Slat hypocrisy (v. 12), preoccupation with Tammuz, a false god (v. 14), and lastly, sun wor- 


ary (vy, 10), 
: God's verdict? No mercy (v. 18). 


| che ese men are messengers of God, and the one man among them prefigures Christ our High Priest, 
In vestments of righteousness, carrying out the command (v. 11) of the Father. | 


MS 


anger My eye will not spare, nor will I haye | 
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destruction in his hand.” 2Behold, six men 
were coming from the way of the high gate 
that looks toward the north, and each one’s 
ax was in his hand. One man among them 
was clothed with a full-length robe, with a 
belt of sapphire about his waist. They en- 
tered and stood near the bronze altar.t 
3Then the glory of the God of Israel went 
up from the cherubim, and the glory which 
was over them went into the inner court of 
the house. He called to the man clothed 





with the long robe with the belt on his 


waist, ‘and He said to him; “Go through the 
midst of Jerusalem and put a mark on the 
foreheads of the men who sigh and groan 
over all, the lawless deeds taking, place 
within her.” °To the others He said:in my 
hearing, “Go after him through the city and 
kill. Let not your eyes spare, and-have no 
mercy. °Utterly destroy old men and youth, 
and virgins, infants, and women, but do not 
come near anyone on whom is the mark. 
Begin at My sanctuary.” So they began with 
the. elders who were inside the house. 
7Then He said to them, “Defile the house, 


and go out and fill the roads with the dead, 


and smite.” | i 

8So it was, as they were smiting, I fell on 
my face and cried out, and said, “Alas, O 
Lord, are You wiping out all the remnant of 
Israel in pouring out Your anger on 


wrongdoing of the house of Israel and Ju- 
dah has become exceedingly great, for the 
land is full of many peoples, and the city is 
full of wrongdoings and uncleanness. For 
they said, ‘The Lord forsook the land, and 
the Lord does not look upon it’ 10My eye 
will not spare, nor will I have mercy, but I 
will recompense their deeds on their own 
heads.” |'Then behold, the man clothed 


with the long robe and girded with the belt 


on his waist reported back and said, “I have 
done as You commanded me.” | 
= The Glory Leaves the Temple <r 
] Then [ looked, and behold, over the 
W firmament above the heads of the 
cherubim, there was the likeness of a 
throne over them, like a sapphire stone.t 


1 


the O AS the man in the long robe went between the wheels, so Christ permeates all of Holy Scripture, 
anal 


Nd New Testaments alike. St: Gregory the Great sees in the coals a type of holy men. See ls 6:6, 7. 


EZEKIEL [0:2 
“He spoke to the man clothed with the long 
robe, “Go in between the wheels under- 
neath the cherubim, and fill your hands 
with coals of fire from among the cheru- 
bim, and scatter them over the city.” So he 
went in as I watched. 

_°Now the cherubim were standing on the | 
right side of the house as the man was en- 
tering, and the cloud filled the inner court. 
‘Then the glory of the Lord went up from 
the cherubim into the inner court of the 
house. The cloud ' filled the house, and the 
court was filled with the brightness of 
the Lord’s glory.t The sound of the wings | 
of the cherubim was heard as far as the | When they went out, the wheels were be- 
outer court, like the voice of Almighty God | Side them; and they stood by the porches of 
when He speaks. | the door of the Lord’s house opposite them. 

6Then it came to pass, as He was com- | Lhe glory of the God of Israel was over and 
manding the man clothed in the sacred | above them. 
robe, saying. “Take fire from between the | _ "This is the living creature I saw under 
wheels, from between the cherubim,” that | fe God of Israel, by the River Chebar, and 
he went in and stood near the wheels. 7A | | Knew they were cherubim. Each had 
cherub stretched out his hand into the | fur faces and each had eight wings, and 
midst of the fire, between the cherubim, | te likeness of a man’s hand was under 
and took and put it into the hands of the | their wings. *"As for the likeness of their 
man clothed with the sacred garment. The | [@CeS, these are the same faces I saw under 
man took it and went out. 31 saw the cheru- | the glory of the God of Israel by the River 


bim having the likeness of men’s hands un- | Chebar; and they went straight forward. 
œ Wicked Rulers Will Be Judges > 


der their wings.' 

3I looked, and behold, four wheels were Moreover the Spirit took me up and 
standing near the cherubim, one wheel by ji brought me to the front gate of the 
Lord’s house, the gate which looks east- 


each cherub; and the appearance of the 

wheels was like that of a precious stone. ward: and behold, on the porches of the 

l0As for their appearance, there was one | gate were about twenty-five men. I saw in 

likeness to the four, as when a wheel is in | the midst of them Jaazaniah the son of 

the midst of a wheel. ''When they went, | Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, the 

they went on their four sides. They did not | princes of the people.t 2Then the Lord said 
to me, “Son of man, these are the men who 


turn when they went, for they followed in 

the direction the first head was looking, but | plan worthless things and give evil counsel 

they did not turn as they went. !*Their | in this city, 3who say, ‘Have not the houses 

backs and hands, and their wings and | been constructed recently? This city is the 

wheels, were all full of eyes all around their | cauldron, and we are the meat, *Therefore 

four wheels. !2As for the wheels, they were | prophesy against them, prophesy, son of 
man!” 


called in my hearing, “wheel.” 








"The cherubim were the same living 
creatures I saw by the River Chebar 
When the cherubim went, the wheels 
close to them went; and when the cherubim 
lifted their wings to mount up from the 
earth, the wheels did not turn. !6When the 
cherubim stood, the wheels stood: and 
when the cherubim mounted up, the wheels 
mounted up with them, because the spirit 
of life was in them. 

Then the glory of the Lord departed 
from the house and went upon the cheru- 
bim.t !8The cherubim lifted their wings and 
mounted up from the earth in my sight. 











10:4 The brightness of the Lord’s glory refers to His uncreated energies, in which He reveals Himself. 
These Old Testament theophanies (see Ex 40:34; 3Kg 8:11) are fulfilled and perfected in the glory of the 
divinity of Christ (Jn 1:14). 

10:8-17 See ch. 1 and notes. 

10:13 Wheel translates the word Gelgel, used in the LXX as a proper noun, a transliteration of the 
Hebrew gig/. In the Vulgate, St. Jerome translates it “turnings.” 

10:17, 18 As the glory of the Lord passed from the house to the cherubim, so God's glory departed 
from the earthly Israel to the heavenly Jerusalem, over and above cee | : 

1: iel’s miraculous prophetic appearance in Jerusalem must have given Israel's princes quite a 
a, E HE fisad i recent indeed Pelatiah dropped dead on the spot (v. 13). Ananias and 
Sapphira met a similar fate in the New Testament (Acts 5:10), The apostle Philip was transported in a 
similar way, but this time his audience, a Gentile eunuch, listened and was converted (Acts 8:26-39). 
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“nen the Spirit of the Lord fell upon 
rd said to me, “Say this, ‘Thus says the 
vd: “Thus you have said, O house of Is- 


ba for | know the deliberations of your 


me 


A filled its streets with the wounded. 
| Therefore thus says the Lord: “Your dead, 
| whom you trampled in its midst, they are 
he meat, and this city is the cauldron; but I 
| nall bring you out of the midst of it. SYou 
fear the sword; thus I will bring a sword 
| yon you,’ says the Lord. ~I will bring you 
out of its midst and deliver you into the 
| hands of foreigners, and execute judg- 
ments on you. !’You shall fall by the sword. 
¡will judge you at the borders of Israel, and 
| you shall know that I am the Lord. !'This 
| city shall not be your cauldron, nor shall 
you be the meat in its midst. I will judge 
| you at the borders of Israel. !2You shall 
| know that I am the Lord.” >” 
| Then it came to pass while I was proph- 
| esying that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah 
| died. So I fell on my face and ‘cried with a 
| loud voice, “Alas, alas, © Lord! Will you 
| make a complete end to the remnant of Is- 
| rael?” 
| 











a. God Will Restore the Exiles m 
“Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
| Saying, “Son of man, your brethren, and 
the men of your captivity, and all the house 
| of Israel are at their end, to whom the in- 


| 41 inheritance.’ !6Therefore say, ‘Thus says 
| he Lord: “I will reject them among the na- 
| tons, and scatter them into every land; yet 
| ‘Shall be a little sanctuary for them in the 
| “Ountries wherever they may go,’ ” !7There- 
| ore I said, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I shall also 


| "ceive them from the nations, and gather 


£m from the countries where I scattered 
em; and I will give them the land of Is- 


| Hel’ t8They shall enter there and remove 


| Th 


its abominations and lawlessness from 
then I will give them another heart and 
ta new spirit within them. I shall remove 
he Stony heart out of their flesh and give 


| My, a heart of flesh, 2°so they may walk in 


ind q mandments, keep My ordinances, 


| ANR them. They will be My people, and I 


be their God. 2/But as for the heart set 





1}. — - 
| 725 | will give them the land: This prophecy is being fulfilled in the New Israel, which is the - 
1. ch, Composed of both believing Jews and Gentiles (the nations). 
thie "3 Jerusalem was destroyed and its inhabitants taken into captivity in 586 sc, about six years after 


Prophecy was given. 
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upon their abominatio 





=— -o —— — 


habitants of Jerusalem said, ‘Keep far away | 
| ftom the Lord. This land was given to us as 





signs in her midst. As I have done, so shall 


EZEKI 


ns and lawlessness— 
as their heart went after these things—so Í 
have recompensed their ways on their own 


ELIZII 





P | heads,” says the Lord. 
irit: YoU multiplied your dead in this city | 


22Then the cherubim lifted up their wings 
with the wheels beside them, and the glory 
of the God of Israel was high above them. 
“3 Then the glory of the Lord went up from 
the midst of the city and stood on the 
mountain opposite the city. “The Spirit 
took me up—in a vision by the Spirit of 
God—and, brought me to the land of the 
Chaldeans, to the captivity. Then I rose up 
from the vision I saw, and spoke to the 
host of captives all the words the Lord 


made Known to me. 
Ji _ Again the word of the Lord came to 

. me, saying, 2“Son of man, you dwell 
in the midst of wrongdoers who have eyes 
to see, but do not see, and ears to hear, but 
do not hear; for they are a house of provo- 
cation. 3As for you, son of man, prepare be- 
longings for captivity, for captivity by day- 
light and in their sight. You will be taken 
into captivity from your place to a different 
place, a place in their sight; so they may see 
they are a house of provocation. *You will 
carry out your belongings as baggage for 
captivity by day before their eyes; and you 
shall go out in the evening as a captive goes 
out. "Dig through the wall for yourself, and 
you shall go out through it in their sight. 
6You shall be carried on men’s shoulders 
and go forth in secret. You shall cover your 
face and not see the ground, because I have 
made youa sign to the house of Israel.” 7So 
I did this according to all He commanded 
me. I brought out my belongings as bag- 
gage for captivity by day, dug through the 
wall for myself in the evening, and went out 
in secret. I was borne upon men’s shoul- 
ders before them. 

8Then in the morning, the word of the 
Lord came to me, saying, *“Son of man, has 
not the house of Israel, the house that pro- 
vokes, said to you, ‘What are you doing?’ 
l0Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, the 
Master, the Ruler and the Leader in 
Jerusalem and over all the house of Israel 
in their midst. ''Say, “I am performing 


=a Ezekiel Prepares for Exile -7> 
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15Then they shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I scatter them among the nations and 
disperse them in the countries. !®But | will 
spare a few of their men from the sword, 
famine, and pestilence so they may declare 
all their lawlessness .among the nations 
where they go, They shal know that. am 
the Lord. ” 

7A gain the word of the Lord:came to me, 
saving, “Son of man, yau-shall:eat your 
bread in sorrow. and drink your water with 
torment and affliction.’ You: shall say to 
the people of the land, ‘Thus:says the Lord 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the 
land of Israel: “They shall eat their bread in 
poverty and drink their water in desolation, 
that the land may be destroyed with its full- 
ness: for all who dwell in it are ungodly. 


20Their inhabited cities shall be utterly | 


wasted and their land destroyed. You shall 
know that I am the Lord.” ’” | 
21A gain the word of the Lord came to me; 
saying,t 22“Son of man, what is your para- 
ble about the land of Israel which says, 
‘The days are far off; the vision has per- 
ished’? Therefore say to them, “Thus says 
the Lord: “I shall remove this parable, and 
no longer shall the house of Israel repeat 
this parable.” For you shall say to them, 
“The days are at hand, and the word of 
every vision. 24For there shall no longer be 
any false vision or favorable prophesying 





12:12 The rule 
the city wall; then he wa 
12:18, 19 Compare to Gn 3:17-19, 

12:21-28 Christ echoes this passage 


Bi: iaa 





it be to them, and they shall go into depor- 
tation and captivity.” !2The ruler in their 
midst will be carried on men’s shoulders | 
and will go out secretly through the wall. 
He shall dig through that he may pass 
through it. He shall cover his face so as to 
remain hidden from any eye; and he him- 
self shall not see the ground.t !$I will | 
spread out My net over him, and he shall be 
caught in My enclosure. I will lead him to | 
Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans, but 
he will not see it, though he shall die there. 
i4] will scatter to every wind all his assis- 
tants around him, and all his auxiliaries; 
and I will unsheathe a sword after them. | 













in the midst of the children of Israel, 25p, 
I, the Lord, shall speak my words; | te 
speak and perform them. 1 shall delay p 
longer, because in your days, O hoy 5 





| which provokes, I will speak the word and 
tł i 


perform it,” says the Lord.’ ”1 
26A gain the word of the Lord came to me 
saying, 27“Son of man, behold, the house of 
Israel which provokes is surely saying, ‘The 
vision this man sees is many days from 
now, and he prophesies of times far off’ 
28Therefore say to them, “Thus says the 
Lord: “All My words I speak shall no longer 
be delayed. I will speak and do,” says the 
Tord: | 
-~ Woe to False Prophets = 
l Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying;t 2“Son of man, prophesy 
against the prophets of Israel. You shall 
prophesy and say to them, ‘Hear the word 


of the Lord. | Ş 
3‘Thus says the Lord: “Woe to those who 


| prophesy from their hearts, but who see 


nothing at:all! 4O Israel, your prophets are 
like foxes in the deserts.t °They do not 
stand in a firm place, and they gather 


flocks in the house of Israel. They will not 


stand up who say, ‘In the day of the Lord.’ 


-6They see lies and prophesy vain things. 


They say, ‘The Lord says,’ but the Lord did 
not send them; yet they begin to establish 
the word. 7Have you not seen a false vision, 
and spoken worthless prophecies?’ ” 
“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord: 
“Because your words are lies and your 
prophecies are worthless, therefore Į am 


| against you,” says the Lord. “I sha 


stretch out My hand against the prophets 
who see lies and utter worthless things: 
They will not exist for the instruction 0 
My people, neither shall they be written 
down in the record of the house of Israel. 
nor enter the land of Israel. They sh 

know that I am the Lord. !°Because they 
have deceived My people, saying, ‘Peace 
peace, and there is no peace; and one 
builds a wall, and they plaster it—it shall 





r is Zedekiah, who ruled from 598-587. He fled Jerusalem by night through a break in 
s taken captive and his eyes put out (see 4Kg 25:7 and note). 


in His parable of the good steward (Lk 12:42-48). 


12:25 |, the Lord, shall speak My words points to Christ, the logos of God. 
13:1-3 Israel's false prophets in reality see nothing at all, 

13:4, 5 Self-appointed prophets have no firm foundation of truth, butruna 
trine” (Eph 4:14). True prophets discern when a message is from God and not 


fter “every wind of doc 
ts" (Vv. 3): 


“from their hearts” 
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A tainly fall.t Say to those who plaster it, 
will fall,” for there shall be flooding rain; 
| nd will send hailstones against its joints, 
| ‘adit shall fall; and a wind will rise up and 
reak it down. 2Behold, the wall has fallen, 
„nd will not they say to you, ‘Where is the 
| mortar you used to plaster it?’ ” 13Therefore 
| pus says the Lord: “I will also bring forth a 
| giving and furious wind, and there shall 
| yea flooding rain in My anger. They shall 
| pe swept away in anger, and there shall be 
, flooding rain in My wrath; and I shall 
pring down hailstones in My anger for 
somplete destruction. ‘so I will break 
| gown the wall you plastered, and it shall 
| fll. I shall lay it on the ground, and its 
foundations will be revealed; and you will 
be consumed with rebukes. You shall know 
| that Iam the Lord. Thus will I accomplish 
My anger on the wall and on those who 
plastered it—it shall fall.” So I said to you, 
‘The wall is no more, nor those who plas- 


| tered it, even so are the prophets of Israel | the house of Israel according to their 


hearts, which are completely alienated 


{| who prophesy over Jerusalem, and who see 
i| visions of peace for her when there is no 
| peace.” says the Lord,’ 
| "As for you, son of man, set-your face 
| against the daughters of your people who 
| Prophesy from their own heart, and proph- 
| SV against them. !®You shall say, “Thus 
| Says the Lord: “Woe to the women who sew 
| billows under every elbow, and make. cov- 
‘ings for every head of every age, to mis- 
| fad souls! The souls of my people are 
| lumed aside, and they keep alive souls for 
| themselves. 19They desecrated My people 


i| Peces of bread, so as to kill souls which 
‘hould not die, and to keep souls alive 
i| Which should not live, while you prophesy 
{9 a people who listen to worthless 
Meeches ” 

| “Therefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
|| “against your pillows whereby you con- 
| “le against souls. I will tear them from 
ur arms and free their souls, which you 


ined aside so as to scatter them. *I will 


| peg ay your coverings and deliver My 
Í lone Out of your hand. They shall no 
| thar | Pe in your hand, and you shall know 
| Umeg 2m, the Lord. Because you have 
1 Unjust aside the heart of the righteous man 
1 bog ly—whom I did not turn aside—so as 
| ~“nethen the hands of the lawless man, 





aS A E EZEKIEL 14:11 
that he should not completely turn from his 
evil way and live; therefore, you shall no 
longer see false visions, nor utter prophe- 
cies; for I will deliver My people out of your 


hand, and you shall know that I am the 
Lord.” 1 44 


œ Woe to the Idolatrous Elders 7- 

] Now some of the elders of Israel 

came to me and sat before me. 
‘Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, °“Son of man, these men devised in- 
ventions in their hearts, and placed before 
their face the stumbling block of their 
wrongdoings. Shall I indeed answer them? 
‘Therefore speak to them, and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord: “Any man of the house 
of Israel who devises inventions in his 


heart, and places before his face the stum- 
bling block of his wrongdoing, and then 


| comes to the prophet, I, the Lord, will an- 


swer him according to the things in which 
his mind is entangled, °so as to lead astray 


from Me.in their inventions.’ ” | 
6“Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
‘Thus says the Lord and Master: “Be con- 
verted and turn away from your practices 
and all your ungodliness; then turn your 
faces back again. ‘For any man from the 
house of Israel, or the resident aliens who 
sojourn in Israel, who alienates himself 
from Me, and devises inventions in his 
heart, and places before his face the stum- 
bling block of his wrongdoing, and comes 


Og to the prophet to inquire of him concerning 
| lor the sake of a handful of barley and for | 


Me, then I, the Lord, will answer him ac- 
cording to the things that entangle his 
mind. ŝI shall set My face against that man, 
and make him desolate and ruined, and re- 
move him from the midst of My people. You 
shall know that I am the Lord. °If the 
prophet is led astray and speaks, I, the 
Lord, have led that prophet astray; and I 
will stretch out My hand against him and 
destroy him from the midst of My people 
Israel. !0So they shall bear their wrongdo- 
ing—the one who inquired shall bear his 


-wrongdoing according to his wrong, and 
likewise it shall be for the prophet, !'so the 


house of Israel may not stray from Me, nor 
be defiled any longer with all their trans- 


gressions, but be My people and I their 


God,” says the Lord.’ ” 





13-4 | i | | u ’ As | n 
1 i oh Christ condemns the Pharisees with similar language, calling them “whitewashed tombs 
| 
il 


), while Paul calls the high priest Ananias a “whitewashed wall” (Acts 23:3), 
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Again the word of the Lord came to me, | not done in vain whatever I did in it,” says 


saying,t '8“Son of man, if a land sins | the Lord. 
against Me by committing a trespass, I -a Th V | 
shall stretch out My hand against it, I shall Pri ADE EOL e i ei 
cut off its supply of bread, send famine ] Again the wore of the Lord came to 
upon it, and remove man and cattle from it. me, saying,' “Son of man, of all the 
Fyen though these three men: Noah, wood of the branches in the forest, what 
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would de- would be made from the wood of the vine? 
liver only themselves by their righteous- 3Would they take wood from it to make 
ness.” says the Lord. i something for profit? Would they take a 
i5“If again I bring wild animals upon the | PES from it on which to hang some object? 
land and punish it, and it becomes desolate ‘It is only thrown into the. fire to be con- 
because men fear the wild animals, Seven | sumed, for the fire consumes what is 
though these three men were in the land. as | pruned from it each) year; thus nothing is 
I live.” says the Lord, “neither sons nor | left. So will it be useful for profit? "Not even 
daughters would be saved. Instead, only while it was whole would it be useful for 
they themselves would be delivered, but profit. How. much less useful would it be 
the land would be desolate. once the fire devoured it? 

“Or again, if I should bring a sword on | o: “Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘As the 
that land and say, ‘Let a sword go through | wood of the vine among the trees of the for- 
the land,” and I removed man and cattle | est, which I give to the fire to be consumed, 
from it, Seven though these three men were | SO [ give the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and 
in it, as I live,” says the Lord; “they would | shall set My face against them. They will 
deliver neither sons nor daughters, but | get away from the fire, yet fire-will devour 
only they themselves would be delivered. | them. Then they will know that I am the 

1*%Or if T should send death upon the | Lord, when-I set My face against them. 

8Thus I shall give the land over to ruin, be- 


land and pour out My anger upon it in 
blood, to destroy both man and cattle from | cause they utterly transgressed, says the 
Lord.” 


it, Xand Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, | 
s. God’s Love for Lawless Jerusalem 7> 


as I live.” says the Lord, “neither sons nor 
daughters would be left. Only they by 

Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, 2“Son of man, testify 


their righteousness would deliver their rh 
emphatically to Jerusalem concerning her 


souls.” 
21Thus says the Lord: “But even if I send 
lawlessness. *You shall say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord to Jerusalem: “Your root and birth are 


upon Jerusalem My four evil punish- 
ments—sword, famine, wild animals, and 

death—to destroy from it both man and from the land of Canaan. Your father was 
cattle, 22yet behold, the remnant in it, those | an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. TAS 
of it who are saved, who bring out sons and for your birth, ọn the day you were born 
daughters from it, behold, these shall go | they did not bind your breasts, nor were 
forth to you. You will see their ways and in- | you washed in water. Neither were you 
ventions and be sorry over the evils I | salted with salt, nor wrapped in swaddling 
brought upon Jerusalem, even all the evils I cloths.t 5Nor did My eye pity you to do any 
brought upon it. 23Then they will console | one of these things for you, to suffer any- 
you, because you will see their ways and thing for you; but you were cast out into the 


eee ee eee 
a 





14:12-14 God sometimes uses evil to bring good. For instance, God will cut off the supply of food so 
that hardship might bring His people back to Him. None but the likes of righteous Noah, Daniel, and 
Job—all of whom typify Christ—would listen. Yet in His mercy, the Lord leads “sons and daughters” 

(v. 22), who typify the Church, to salvation. | 

15:1, 2 Chapters 15—17 reveal the passing away of the old covenant and the coming of the new 
covenant in Christ. Chapters 15 and 17 are parables, while ch. 16 speaks of God's love for lawless 
Jerusalem. The vine is an image of Israel under the old covenant, which was replaced when Christ. 
the “true vine,” came (see Jn 15:1-6). The branches in the forest typify the Gentile nations from 
which believers will be “grafted into” the vine (see Rom 11:17-25). 

16:4-10 A moving account of God's mercy upon a people stricken with perverti i -soul (v. 5). 
Water, oil, and fine linen are Old Testament images pointing to baptism. re Cs 
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“n field because of the perversity of your 
op jon the day you were born. | 
s | passed by, I saw you defiled in your 
od. So T said to you, ‘Let there be life out 

your blood, and multiply.’ 71I made you as 
"eld in full bloom, and you multiplied, be- 
ne great, and entered into great cities. 
your breasts were firm and your hair grew, 
put you were naked and behaved improp- 
arly. SAs I passed by and saw you, behold, it 
was your time, a time for lodging people. 
so | spread My wings over you, covered 
your shame, and swore an oath to you. en- 
red into a covenant with you, and you be- 
ame Mine,” says the Lord. %“Then J 
washed you in water, washed away your 
blood, and anointed you with oil. YI clothed 
you in embroidered garments with purple 
underneath. I dressed you with fine linen 
and covered you with a veil of fine silk ~u] 
| adorned you with jewelry and put bracelets 
on your wrists and a necklace around your 
| neck. 2] put a ring in your nose, earrings in 


your ears, and a crown of boasting on your | 


head. "Thus you were adorned with gold 
| and silver, and your clothing was of fine 
inen, silk, and embroidered cloth. You ate 
| pastry of fine flour, oil, and honey. You be- 
fame very beautiful. '*Your name went out 
mong the nations for your beauty, because 
twas perfected with elegance and beauty 
Which I put upon you,” says the Lord. 


œ. Playing the Prostitute «= 
| But you put your trust in your beauty, 
| Dlayed the prostitute because of your name, 
‘id poured out your fornication on every- 
me passing by. 16You took cloth from your 
sarments, made idols of needlework for 
| urself, and committed fornication with 
m. But you should never have entered 
9 such a thing, nor should’ this have 
geen place, 17You also took the fine jew- 


omade Male images for yourself, and 
potted fornication with them. !*You 
| thea rn embroidered garments and 
‘il ang them. Then you set before them My 
gave incense, !"and took My bread which 
honey yu—the pastry of fine flour, oil, and 
| “frag led you—and set it before them as 
ling jut Offering; and so it was,” says the 
"i 
bee (ct whom you bore, and sacrificed 
| id l ! 
| ter, npoiCation as if that were a small mat- 
“Sides your fornication, you slaugh- 





| YY of My gold and silver that | gave you | 


OU also took your sons and. 


them to be destroyed, and commit, 
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tered your children and offered them as a 
sacrifice to ward off evil from yourselves. 
22Thus you no longer remember the days of 
your youth, when you were naked and be- 
haved improperly, and lived defiled in your 
blood. 7 

23“So it came to pass, after all your evils,” 
says the Lord, *4“that you also built for 
yourself a house of fornication, and made a 
public place for yourself in every street; 
sand at the beginning of every road, you 
built your brothel and ravaged your beauty. 
You spread your legs to everyone who 
passed by, and multiplied your acts of pros- 
titution. 2°You committed fornication with 
the children of Egypt, your fleshly neigh- 
bor and committed fornication in many 
ways, to:provoke Me to anger. 27So when I 
stretch out My hand against you, then I will 
abolish your customs and will deliver you 
over to souls who hate you, even to the 
daughters of foreign lands, who will turn 
you aside from your way wherein you were 
ungodly. “8You also committed fornication 
with the daughters of Assyria, and even 
then: you were not satisfied; indeed you 
committed fornication with them and were 
not Satisfied. “You multiplied your cove- 
nants with the Chaldeans, and not even 
with these were you satisfied. 30Why should 
lL make a covenant’ with your daughter,” 
says the Lord, “when you do all these 
things, the deeds of a prostitute? So you 
committed threefold fornication. : 


A. An Adulterous Wife 7 | 
‘With your daughters, you built a house 
of prostitution at the beginning of every 
road, set up your high place in every street, 
and became as a prostitute. gathering 





| wages. An adulterous wife is like you, 


who prefers a whore’s wages to her own 
husband. *4She even gives wages to those 
who commit fornication with her; and you 
give wages to all your lovers, and load 
them with wages, so they should come to 
you from all around for your prostitution. 
So there happened in you a perverseness 
in your prostitution beyond that of other 
women, and they committed fornication 
with you when you gave them wages; and 
no wages were received by you; thus per- 
verseness happened in you. TENET, 

3“Now then, prostitute, hear the word of 
the Lord! *°Thus says the Lord: ‘Because you 
poured out your money, and your shameful- 
ness was uncovered in your. prostitution 
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with your lovers, and because of your many 
inventions of lawlessness, and the blood of 
your children you gave to them; */therefore, 
behold, I will gather against you all your 
lovers with whom you consorted, and all 
those you loved, and all those you hated. | 
will gather them against you from all 
around and will uncover your evil deeds 
before them, so they may see all your 
shame. *8Thus I will be avenged on you 
with the vengeance of an adulteress, and 
bring upon you the blood of fury and jeal- 
ousy. 39] shall deliver you into their hands, 
and they will demolish your house of pros- 
titution and destroy your high place. They 
will strip you of your clothes, take your 
proud jewelry, and leave you naked and in 
disgrace. 4°They also shall bring up a mul- 
titude against you to stone you with stones, 


and to strike you down with their swords. | 
graced, and bear your dishonor in which 


41They will burn down your houses and ex- 
ecute punishments on you in the sight of 
many women. Then I shall turn you back 
from prostitution, aná you will no longer 
give wages. £So I shal! discharge My anger 
against you, then My jealousy will depart 
from you. I shall be at rest ‘and no longer 
concerned for you. Because you did not 


remember the day of your youth, but | 


grieved Me with al! these things, therefore 


behold, I recomipensed your deeds on your | 


own head, says the Lord. For thus you 
committed ungodliness beyond all your 
other lawlessness. 


against you in a parable, saying, ‘Like 
mother, like daughter!’t #You are your 
mother’s daughter, rejecting her husband 
and children; and you are the sister of your 


father an Amorite. Your elder sister who 
dwells with her daughters to the north of 
you is Samaria, and your younger sister 
who dwells to the south of you is Sodom 
and her daughters. “You not only walked 
in their ways and acted according to their 
lawlessness; but, as if that were too little, 
you excelled more than they in all your 
ways. 

48“As T live,” says the Lord, “surely your 
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sister Sodom and her daughters have car. 
ried on in the manner you and your daugh. 
ters have done. “Surely this was the law. 
less action of your sister Sodom, namely, 
arrogance. For in fullness of bread and 
abundance of wine, she and her daughter 
lived in self-indulgence. This belonged to 
her and her daughters, but they did not 
give a helping hand to the poor and needy. 
50So they were haughty and committed acts 


of lawlessness before Me; therefore, I re- 


moved them as I saw fit. °'But Samaria did 


‘not commit half your sins, for you multi- 


plied your lawlessness beyond them, and 
declared your sisters righteous by all the 
lawless deeds you committed. °*Therefore, 
bear your punishment, for you corrupted 
your sisters by your sins, sins more lawless 
than their own. You made them appear 
more righteous than yourself. Yes, be dis- 


you declared your sisters righteous. 

53“] will turn away from their faithless- 
ness, the faithlessness of Sodom and her 
daughters, and I will turn away from the 
faithlessness of Samaria and her daugh- 
ters. I will also turn away from your faith- 
lessness in the midst of them, “so you may 
bear your punishment and be dishonored 
by all you did to provoke My anger. “But 
your sister Sodom and her daughters shall 
be restored as they were from the begin- 
ning, and Samaria and her daughters shall 
be restored as they were from the begin- 


‘4These are all the things they spoke | ning. Even you and your daughters shall be 


restored as you were from the beginning. 
56Surely your sister Sodom was not men: 
tioned by your mouth in the days of your 
arrogance, before your evils were uncov- 


| : | tH OW j to the 
sisters, who reject their husbands and chil- | ered. “Even now you are a disgrace 


| s of Syria und 
dren. Your mother was a Hittite and your | daughters of Syria and all those aro 


her, and to the daughters of the foreigners 
around you on every side. 58By your deeds 


‘of ungodliness and lawlessness, you 1® 


ceived these things,” says the Lord. 


~ The Covenant Remembered © _ 
5“For thus says the Lord: ‘I will deal with 
you as you have done, as you dishonor 
these things so as to break my covenant 
60Nevertheless I shall remember My Cov 
nant with you in the days of your youth, 


16:4446 Like mother, like daughter! A sobering parable of how ungodly parents beget lawless chil- 


dren. 


16:59-63 Though we have dishonored God, still He will remember us when we turn to Him. This calls 


to mind the repentant thief who called out to Christ, “Remember me when You come into Your king“ 
dom” (Lk 23:42). 


— mm 











and raise up an everlasting covenant for 
‘atl öüThen you will remember your way 
nd be utterly dishonored when you re- 
sive your older and younger sisters. I shall 
ve them to you for strengthening, but not 
pecause Of your covenant. ©2But I shall raise 

My covenant with you. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord, “that you may re- 
member and be ashamed, and may never 
open your mouth again because of your 
dishonor, when I am reconciled to you for 
all you did, says the Lord.” 




















«=. Two Eagles and a Vine a 


me, saying,’ 2“Son of man, pose a 


lsrael. “You shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord: 
‘A great eagle—with large wings, spread- 
| ing them out very far, and full of talons; and 
| with the design to enter Lebanon—took the 
choice branches of the cedar. ‘He nipped 
off its topmost tender twig, carried it to the 
land of Canaan, and set it in the fortified 


land, planted it in a fertile field by much 
Water, and set it in a conspicuous place, ®So 
| grew and became a weak vine, small in 
_ §ize as to its appearance. Its branches were 
on it and its roots under it. So it became a 


vine that grows up trees. 
= “But there was another great eagle with 
large wings and many talons; and behold, 
his vine and her roots turned itself toward 
tim, and stretched its branches toward 

m, that he might water it together with 
| the soil where it was planted. 8She thrives 
“ia good field by much water, so as to pro- 
uce shoots and bear fruit, that she may be 
dlarge vine.’ ” 


“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord; 


ian, ae ee a re 


Ender stem and fruit be blighted, and all its 


*hoots be withered? Yes, no mighty arm or 
| pany people will be needed to pluck it up 
| “Ils roots. 10Behold, it thrives, but will it 
mper? Will it not utterly wither when the 
md up, its growth together with it soil.” ’” 
I| s; eain the word of the Lord came to me, 
/ the “Son of man, say now to the house 
Pe Provokes, ‘Do you not understand 





Ut of earthly Israel (the high tree). 


Ne 





] Again the word ofthe Lord came to | 


riddle, and speak a parable to the house of. 


city. ‘Then he took some of the seed of the | 


vine, put forth shoots, and extended into a | 


lll it prosper? Will not the roots of her | 


and burning heat touch it? It shall be | 


| a This parable was fulfilled historically when Israel went into the Babylonian captivity. Some scholars 
| i that the first great eagle is Nebuchadnezzar (v. 3), the second (v. 7) maaga ane BOr MNA 
; | te he Gentile Ch | mble 
| Sr 24 As the branches were planted on Israel's mountain, so the Gentile Church (the hu 


covenant with him, and place him under 


| oath. “Then he will take away the leaders 


of the land that it may become a weak king- 
dom, so as never to lift itself up, that he 
may preserve his covenant and establish it. 
But this one shall revolt from him and 
send his messengers to Egypt, so they 
might give him horses and many people. 
Will he prosper? Will he who acts as an ad- 


| versary escape? Can he break the covenant 


and be delivered? !®As I live, says the Lord, 
‘he shall certainly die in the midst of Bab- 
ylon, in the place where the king dwells 
who made him king, who dishonored My 
oath and broke My covenant. "But with a 
small army and few people, Pharaoh shall 
wage war against him by throwing up a 
mound and building engines of war, so as 
to carry away souls. !8So he will not escape 
when he does all these things to him, be- 


cause he dishonored the oath by breaking 


the covenant, although he gave his hand in 
trust. !“Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord: 
“As I live, surely My covenant which he 
broke and My oath which he dishonored— 
I will recompense these things on his head. 
“T will spread My net over him, and he 
shall be caught in its enclosure. 2!His whole 
line of battle will fall by the sword, and 
those who remain I will scatter to every 
wind. Then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken,’ ” 

22“Therefore, thus says the Lord: ‘I shall 
take the choice branches of the cedar from 
its top and nip off their heart, and plant it 
on a high mountain.t 3I shall hang it on a 
lofty mountain of Israel, yes, I will plant it; 
and it will bring forth shoots, produce fruit, 
and be a great cedar. Under it, every kind of 
wild animal will take rest, every kind of 
bird will rest in its shade, and its branches 
will be restored. 24So all the trees of the 
field will know that I, the Lord, am He who 
humbles the high tree and exalts the hum- 
ble tree, who dries up the green tree and 
makes the dry tree flourish. I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will do it.’ ” 
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~% Personal Accountability > | | 
it Again the word of the Lord came to 

me, saying,t 2“Son of man, what is 
the meaning of this parable among the chil- 
dren of Israel which says, ‘The fathers eat 
unripe grapes, and the children’s teeth 
erind’? 3As I live,” says the Lord, “you shall 






no longer use this parable in Israel. For all | 
| the wrongdoing of his father?’ Because the 


‘son practiced righteousness, showed 


souls are: Mine; the soul of the father as 
well as the soul of the son is Mine. 

“The soul who sins, he shall die. But the 
man who is righteous and does judgment 
and righteousness, who will noteat on the 
mountains, or lift up his eyes to the inven- 
rions- of the house of Israel, or defile his 
neighbor’s wife, and who will not approach 
a woman during her menstruation, ‘or Op- 
press any man, but-who will restore to the 
debtor his pledge, and commit no. robbery, 
but who will give his bread to the hungry 
and cover the naked, 'and whe will not 
lend his money with interest. but will turn 
his hand from wrongdoing, and, de righ- 
teous judgment between a man and his 
neighbor, 9and walk in My orainances, and 
keep My requirements to. do them—this 
man is righteous..He wiil surely live!” says 
the Lord. 

l0“Rut if he begets a troublesome son, 
who sheds blood, commits sins, Ildoes not 
walk in the way of his righteous father, but 
eats on the mountains, defiles his neigh- 
hor’s wife, !2oppresses the poor and needy, 
commits robbery, does not restore a pledge, 
sets his eyes on the idols, commits lawless- 
ness, ‘exacts interest, and takes unjust 
gains—this son shall not live, because he 
did all this lawlessness. He will surely die, 
and his blood shall be upon himself. — 

14“Tf, however, he begets a son who sees 
all the sins his father commits, bul fears 
and does not do according to these things— 
i5does not eat on the mountains, nor sets 
his eyes on the inventions of the house of 
Israel, nor defiles his neighbor’s wile, lSnor 
oppresses anyone, nor withholds a pledge, 
nor commits robbery, but gives his bread to 
the hungry, covers the naked, and turns 
his hand from wrongdoing, nor receives in- 
terest, nor takes unjust gains, but does 
righteousness and walks in My ordi- 
nances—this son shall not die for the 


18:1-32 This chapter deals with our relationship wi 





| away 


+h God. The soul who sins, he shall die (v. 4): Each 


live. 18As for his father, if he cruelly op- 
presses and robs his brother, and does 
these contrary things in the midst of My 
people, he shall die in his wrongdoing. 


os. Turn from Evil and Live LS ene 
1 Yet you say, ‘Why does a.son not bear 


mercy, kept all My commandments and did 
them. Thus he will surely live. But the 
soul who sins shall die. The son shall not 
bear the wrongdoing of his father, nor shall 
the father bear the wrongdoing of his son. 


The righteousness of a righteous man shall 


be upon himself, and the lawlessness of a 
lawless man shall be upon himself. “But if 
4 lawless man turns from all the lawless 
deeds he commits, keeps all My command- 
ments, does righteousness and shows 
mercy, he will surely live and ‘not die. 
22None of the transgressions he commits 
will be remembered. In the righteousness 
he does, he shall live. 23Do lever will the 
death of a lawless man,” says the Lord, 
“since My will is for him to turn from the 
evil way and live? But when a righteous 
man turns away from ‘his righteousness 
and commits a wrongdoing, according to 
all the lawlessness a lawless man commits, 


then all the righteousness he does shall not 


be remembered. In the transgression he 
falls into and in his sins he commits, in 
these he shall die. 

25“Yet you say, ‘The Lord's way is not 
straight.’ Hear now, all the house of Israel, 
is My way not straight? Is your way 
straight? 26When the righteous man turns 
from his righteousness, commits a 
transgression, and dies in the transgression 
he commits, he should die because of it. 
27Again when a lawless man turns away 
from the lawlessness he commits and does 
judgment and righteousness, then he 


guards his life; 78for he turned himself 


away from all the ungodliness he commit- 
ted, He will surely live and not die, 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The Lord’s way ÙS not 
right, Is not My way right, O house of Is- 
rael? Is not your way wrong? “I shall judge 
you, O house of Israel, each one according 





erson is guilty only of his or her own sins. Man inherited death and a tendency to sin from Adam 
Rom 5:1 i but human nature, though stained by the fall, remains in the image of God (v. 19). A man 


may turn away from righteousness (v. 24), but he is also capable of seeking God's grace an 
ing a new heart and a new spirit (v. 31; see 11:17-25). i i VIN 


d experienc- 


i 


PENSES AE ON 
pis way,” says the Lord. “Return and turn 
sae from all your ungodliness, and it shall | 
nt be to you as a punishment for wrongdo: | 
a 3iCast away from yourself all your un- 
mdliness you commit against Me, and 
ake a new heart and a new spirit. for 
yourselves: For why should you die, O 
nouse of Israel? **For I do not will the death 
yf the one who dies,” says the Lord.t 


«<a, A Song of Lament oz 


“As for you, son of man, take up a 
lamentation for the prince of Israel.t 
ou shall say, ‘Why did your mother be- 
came a young lion in the midst of lions? 
Among the lions she multiplied her young 
lions. ‘Then one of her young lions leaped 
off, He became a lion, and learned to catch 
prey—he devoured men. *The nations also 
heard of him. He was taken in their pit, and 

they brought him in a muzzle to the land of 
| Egypt. "So she saw he was driven away 
from her, and her assurance perished. 

Then she took another of her young li- 
ons and made him a lion. He lived among 
the lions and became a lion. He learned to 
| catch prey—he devoured men. 7He prowled 
| his boldness, laid waste their cities, and 
destroyed the land with its fullness by the 
noise of his ‘roaring. ‘Then the’ nations 
fame against him from the countries all 
around, and spread their nets over him. He 
Was taken in their pit. They put him ina | 
| Muzzle, and he came to the king of Babylon 

a cage for wild animals. So they led him 
ito a prison so his voice would not be 
id on the mountains of Israel. 

“Your mother was like a vine, like a 
“ossom on a pomegranate tree, planted in 
vate. Her fruit and branches grew because 
eee water. She became a rod of 
ae for a tribe of leaders, She was ex- 
sem In her greatness in the midst of the 
i S, and saw her greatness in the multi- 
| , © Of her branches. !2But she was broken 

in in anger, for she was thrown 
Umi on the ground, and the wind and 
| She -£ heat dried her chosen branches. 
| Was punished, and the rod of her 
| ia Ses 1T 24, 1 obru pesa yog | aft fi modii inme MEG ne WOAS I 
‘| last Mies The mother lion refers to Judah. The two young lions (v. 5) are Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin, the 

though, to reign in Judah (4Kg 23:34; 24:12). The lamentation is taken up because the Davidic line, 
lene, “hich the Messiah was to come, was feared to end. But the faithful Jews would have found 

lod OPE in this amazing prophecy, for it had been promised long ago by their father Jacob that. 
Gn dag. sy"enath, the scepter (vv. 11, 14), would not depart from Judah until the Messiah came ~ 
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strength withered—fire consumed it. 1250 
now they have planted her in the desert, in 
a waterless land. 4Fire went out from the 
rod of her chosen branches and devoured 
her. There was no rod of strength in her. 
Her tribe is a parable of lamentation, and it 
shall be for a lamentation,’ ” 


œ. The Will of the Lord, and Man’s 
| Rebellion = 
P Again it came to pass in the seventh 
= U year, in the fifth month, on the tenth 
day of the month, that men from the elders 
of the house of Israel came to inquire of the 
Lord, and they sat before me.t 2Then the 
word of the Lord came to me, saying, ?“Son 
of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and 
you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord: 
“Have you come to inquire of Me? As I live,” 
says the Lord, “I will not answer your in- 
quiries. ” 4Shall I utterly take vengeance 
on them, son of man? Testify to them con- 
cerning the lawlessness of their fathers. 
~S*You shall say to them, “Thus says the 
Lord: “From the day I chose Israel and 
made Myself known to the seed of the 
house of Jacob, and to those in the land of 
Egypt, and helped them with My ‘hand, say- 
ing, Tam the Lord your God’— ŝin that day 
I helped them with My hand to lead them 
from the land of Egypt into the land I pre- 
pared for them, a'land flowing with milk 
and honey, 'a land more abundant than all 
other lands.’I said to them, ‘Let’each of you 
cast away the abominations: before his 
eyes, and not defile yourselves with the 
practices of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’ 
8But they fell away from Me and were un- 
willing to obey Me. They did not cast away 
the abominations before their eyes, nor 
abandon the practices of Egypt. Then I said 
I would pour out My anger and accomplish 
My wrath among them in'the land of Egypt. 
So I acted that My name would not at all 
be desecrated in the sight of the nations in 
the midst of whom they were, and among 
whom I made Myself known in their sight, 
to lead them out of Egypt. 
0“T brought them out of Egypt and led 



















\ 1 


“9 This is the introduction to a chapter that describes Israel's history of lawlessness. >) | 
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them into the desert. UI gave them My or- 
dinances and made known My require- 
ments to them, which if a man will do 
them, he shall live by them. !21 also gave 
them My Sabbaths as a sign between Me 
and them, so they might know that I am 
the Lord who sanctifies them. "I said to 
the house of Israel in the desert, ‘You shall 
walk in my ordinances.’ But they did not 
walk in them, and they rejected my re- 
quirements, which if a man will do them, 
he shall live by them; and they desecrated 
my Sabbaths exceedingly. Thus I said | 
would pour out My anger upon them in the 








wilderness, to utterly destroy them. !4So I | 


acted that My name might not be at all des- 
ecrated before the nations before whose 
eyes I brought them out. 15I swore an oath 
against them in the desert that | would no 
longer bring them into the land | gave 
them, a land flowing. with milk and honey, 
a land sweeter than all other lands, !*be- 
cause they rejected Myv requirements and 
did not walk in My ordinances; instead, 


they desecrated My Sabbaths and walked | 
after the inventions of their hearts. Nev- | 


ertheless My eye spared them from. utter 
destruction, and 1 did not make an-end to 
them in the wilderness. 

l8“But I said to their children in the 
desert, ‘Do not walk in the customs of your 
fathers, nor observe their requirements, 
nor have fellowship with their practices, 
nor defile yourself with them. I am the 
Lord your God. Walk in My ordinances, 
keep My requirements and do them, 
2Sanctify My Sabbaths, and let them be a 
sign between Me and you, that you may 
know that I am the Lord your God,’ 2'But 
they rebelled against me, along with their 


children. They did not walk in My ordi- | 


nances or keep My requirements, which if 
a man will do them, he shall live by them; 
and they desecrated My Sabbaths, So | said 
I would pour out My wrath upon them in 
the desert, to accomplish My wrath against 
them. 22But I did this so My name would 
not be desecrated in the sight of the nations 
before whose eyes I brought them out. 
23Thus I swore an oath against them in the 


20:29 Bamah: There is a play on words here: abamah means “high place" in Hebrew; bema in G 
means the same. St, Jerome translates this as excelsum (“the exalted place”), reflecting this conn 
But Israel used this high place for idolatry (v. 28) and abominations (v. 30). 1 oP 

20:33-44 A prophecy fulfilled ultimately in the Church. The scepter (v. 37) promises Christ, a new 
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desert, that I might scatter them among tp 
nations and disperse them in the Countries 
because they did not keep My require. 
ments and rejected My ordinances They 
desecrated My Sabbaths, and their ey 
went after the inventions of their fathers 
Therefore I gave them ordinances thy 
were not good, and requirements in which 
they should not live. I will defile them by 


their gifts, when I pass through upon every. 


one that opens the womb, that I may de. 
stroy them.’ ” 

27“Therefore speak to the house of Israel, 
son of man, and you shall say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord: “Up to this point, your 
fathers provoked Me by the transgressions 


they committed against Me. 28But I leq 


them into the land I swore with an oath to 
give them, and they saw every high hill and 
every shade tree. There they sacrificed to 
their gods; and there they appointed fra- 
grant offerings and poured out their drink 
offerings. Then. I said to them, “What is 
this high place you go to?’ So they call its 
name Bamah, to this day.’ ”t 2°Therefore 
say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Do you defile yourselves with the 
lawlessness of your fathers, and commit 
fornication after their abominations? 3 You 
defile yourselves in the first fruits of your 
gifts with all your inventions to this very 
day. Shall I answer you, O house of Israel? 


As I live,” says the Lord, “I will not answer 


you, nor will an answer occur to your spirit: 
32for it will not be as you say, ‘We will be 
like the nations and like the tribes of the 
earth, to worship trees and stones. : 

33Therefore, as I live,” says the Lord, “I 


will reign over you with a mighty hand, 


with a high arm, and with anger poured 
out.t 34] shall lead you out from the peoples 
and will receive you from the countries 
where you were scattered, with a migh 

hand, with a high arm, and with anger 
poured out: 351 shall bring you into i 
desert of the peoples and will judge ¥° 
face to face. As I judged your fathers - 


‘the desert of the land of Egypt, so l _ 
judge you,” says the Lord. 71 will m > 
you pass under my scepter and bring 


youll 


reek 
ection: 





king 


for the people of God. Those who revolted (v. 38) will be culled out, while those who know... * 


Lord will find the way (v. 44). 
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wy number: +I will select the ungodly from 
among You. and those who revolted; for I 
shall iead them out of their sojourning, and 
mey will not enter the land of Israel. Then 
hey will know that I am the Lord. 








As for you, O house of Israel,” thus says | 


the Lord and Master: “Each of you put away 
your practices, and after this, if you listen to 
Me, you will no longer desecrate My holy 
name with your gifts and practices. “For 
ipon My: holy mountain, the high moun- 
tain,” says the Lord and Master, “there all 
the house of Israel will serve Me to the end; 


and there I shall receive you, and look upon | 


the first fruits of your offerings, together 
with all your holy objects. #1 shall receive 
you as a fragrant aroma when | lead you out 
iom the peoples, and receive you from the 
countries where you were Scattered; and | 
shall be sanctified among you before the 
eyes of the peoples. #Tlien vou will know 
that Lam the Lord, when I lead vou into the 


land of Israel, into the land l swore by an 


oath to give your fathers. “There you will 


remember all your ways and practices | 
which defiled you; and you shall bewall | 


yourselves for all your evil. 44Then you will 
know that I am the Lord, when I deal with 
you in the way, that My name be not dese- 
crated according to your evil ways and cor- 
upt practices,” says the Lord.’ ” 


< Fire in the Woods -=> 


) Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, 2*Son of man, set your 
face against Teman, and look against 
arom, and prophesy against the forest 
Which leads to Nageb. 2You will say to the 


lorest of Nageb, ‘Hear the word of the Lord. | 


thus says the Lord and Master: “Behold, | 
Will kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour 
"Very green wood and every dry wood in 
1u, The blazing flame shall not be 
Wenched, and every face from north to 
Fol shall be burned up by it.t ‘All flesh 
all know that I, the Lord, kindled it, and 

shall not be quenched.”’” °Then | said, 
ad no means, O Lord and Master. They 

YlO me, ‘This is a parable, is it not?’ ” 

™. The Sword of the Lord “> 


, 
me the word of the Lord came to me, 
ng, Therefore, son of man, prophesy 


5 





21 
tig a Nas kindled. 


will draw my sword. 
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the Lo ut hie is a parable, is it not? A classic example of not wanting to hear of the flame of judgment 
BOT 





and set your face against Jerusalem, and 
look against the holy places, and prophesy 
against the land of Israel. *You shall say to 
the land of Israel, ‘Behold, I am against 
you, and I will draw My sword out of its 
sheath and destroy both the unrighteous 
man and the lawless man from among 


-you.t 9Because I will destroy both the un- 


righteous man and the lawless man from 
among you, thus My sword shall go out of 
its sheath against all flesh from north to 
south, Vand all flesh will know that I, the 
Lord, have’ drawn My sword out of its 
sheath: and it shall not return anymore.’ 
As for you, son of man, groan with a 
breaking heart, and sigh with bitterness be- 
fore their eyes. !2It will be, if they say to 
you, ‘Why are you groaning?’ that you shall 
say, ‘Because of the news, for it is coming. 
Every heart will be oppressed, all hands 
will be feeble, all flesh and every spirit will 
faint, and every thigh will be stained with 
urine. Behold, it is coming and will be, says 
the Lord and Master.” EAV 

13A gain the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, “Son of man, prophesy and you 
will say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Say, ‘O 
sword, sword, be sharpened and furious, 
lsthat you may slay victims. Be sharpened, 
that you may be glistening and ready for 
destruction. Despise and reject every tree.’ 


16S he made it ready for his hand to hold. 


The sword is sharpened and ready to put in 
the hand of the slayer. ” 

17Cry out and wail, son of man, for this 
sword is come among My people; this 
sword is come among all the leaders of Is- 
rael. They, shall be as strangers because of 
the sword that is come among My people; 
therefore, clap your hands, '*because it is 
justified; and what if even the tribe is re- 
jected? It shall not be,” says the Lord and 
Master. <a | 

19*So you, son of man, prophesy, and clap 
your hands, and take a second sword. The 
third is the sword of the slain, the great 
sword of the slain. It will amaze them, 
20that the heart may be oppressed, and the 
weak multiplied at every gate of theirs. 
They are handed over for slaughter by the 
sword, a sword well suited for slaughter, a 
sword well suited for glistening. *'Pass 


Sayin © be sure that Israel understands, the Lord restates His warning to the unrighteous and lawless, — 
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through and strike from the right arid fiom: 
the left, wherever your face may set itself. 
“21 also will clap My hands together and let 
go My anger. I, the Lord, have spoken.” 


~ The Sword of the King of Babylon > 


+3 Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
Saying:t 24“So you, son of man, order two 
roads for yourself, for the sword of the king 
of Babylon to enter, The two roads will go 
forth from one region. There shall be a 
force at the top of the way leading to the 
city. You, shall order for a sword to enter 
against Rabbath of the children of Ammon, 
against Judah and against Jerusalem in its 
midst. 2°For the king of Babylon will stand 
at the ancient road, at the fork of the two 
roads, to practice divination by casting a 
stick, consulting the graven images, and in- 
specting the liver for soothsaying. 2’The 
divination against Jerusalem has come to 
pass—to. set up. barricades, to open the 
mouth with shouting, to lift up the voice 
with great shouting. to set battering rams 
against the gates. and to build engines of 
war. “8He will be to them as one who prac- 
tices divination before them, and he will 
bring their wrongdoings to remembrance. 

23“ Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Be- 
cause you caused your. wrongdoings to be 
remembered in the revelation of your un- 
godliness, that your sins should be seen in 
all your ungodliness and ways of living— 
because you Caused remembrance of 
them—you shall be taken captive. 2°Now 
you, O godless and lawless leader of Israel, 
whose day has come, whose end of wrong- 
doing has come at the proper time, 3'thus 
says the Lord: “You removed the turban 
and put on the crown; another will not fol- 
low. You humbled what was high and ex- 
alted what was low. *I will reckon it as 


wrongdoing, wrongdoing! Another shall | 


not follow it until He comes whose right it 
is, and I will deliver it to Him.’ ” 


- A Sword for Ammon +- 
33"As for you, son of man, prophesy, and 
you shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord to the 
sons of Ammon and to their shame, and 
you shall say, ‘O sword, sword, drawn for 





sluubhiee and for an enä; aibe, iraty you 
may glisten: “While you are seeing a 
worthless vision, and while you are proph- 
esying falsehood, and while you are hand- 
ing over the necks of wounded and lawless 
men whose day has come, whose end of 
wrongdoing has come at the proper time, 
turn back, and do not lodge in this place 
in which you were born, for I will judge you 
in your own land. °°] will pour out My 
wrath upon you; | will breathe upon you 
with the fire of My wrath, and deliver you 
into the hands of barbarians, skilled in 
working destruction. 3’ You will be fuel for 
the fire; your blood will be in the midst of 
your land. There will be no remembrance 
of you; for I the Lord have spoken.’ ” 


<. The Sins of Jerusalem > 


PEE the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“As for you, son of 
man, will you judge the city of blood? Show 
her all her lawlessness. *You will say, ‘Thus 
says the Lord and Master: “O. city that 
sheds blood in her midst—her time has 
come—and that makes inventions against 
herself, *so.as to defile herself with their 
blood you shed, you fell away, and in the in- 
ventions you made you defiled yourself, 
and caused your days to draw near; and 
you have come to the end of your years; 
‘therefore, I made you a disgrace to the na- 
tions and a mockery to all countries near 
you and those far away from you. They will 
mock at you, saying, ‘She is abominable 
and unclean, and great is her lawlessness!’ 
Behold, the leaders of the house conspired 


together within you, each with his rela- 
tives, to shed blood. 7Within you they speak 
evil of father and mother, and behave un- 


justly toward the resident alien. Within you 
they oppress the orphan, and within you, 
the widow.t SWithin you, they despise My 
holy things, and within you they desecrate 
My Sabbaths. *Within you men are robbers 
that shed blood within you, and eat on the 
mountains within. you. They do unholy 
things in your midst. !°Within you they un- 
cover the father’s shame, and within you 
violate women set apart during their impu- 
rity. "One man acts lawlessly with his 





21: 23-25 The king of Babylon is Nablichadneacan who. will use his sword against Rabbath, the main 
city of Ammon, and against Jerusalem. 
22:1 The city of blood is Jerusalem, an especially tragic description since the literal meaning of 
Jerusalem is “possession of peace.” | 
22:7 From here to v. 12, seven times the phrase within you is used, underscoring not only ‘the cored 
sins, but the fact that these were committed in the Holy City, 
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,ghbor’s wife; another defiles his daug 
in-law in ungodliness; and within you 
other violates his sister; his father’s 
jaughter. Within you they accept gifts so 
„s to shed blood. Within you they receive | 
perest and unjust gains, and by oppres- 


their eyes from My Sabbaths, and 1 am des- 
ecrated in their midst. 27Her rulers in her 
midst are like wolves seizing their prey, so 
as to shed blood and’ exploit others for 
greed. “*Her prophets who anoint them will 
ier fall because they see worthless and false 
on you bring your evil to the full. But you prophecies, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord,’ 


prgot Me,” says the Lord. but the Lord has not spoken, and because 
“Therefore, if I strike My hands against | 


Lo A ETET | Si they oppress the people of the land in 
ihe evils you bring to the full—against the | wrongdoing, commit robbery, oppress the 
things you are doing—and against, the 


PUMN 1e | poor and needy, and do not treat the resi- 
bloodshed: occurring in your midst; !4will | dent alien with upright judgment. 2°So I 
your heart endure, will your hands remain | sought for a man among them who would 
grong in the days I deal with you? I, the | conduct himself rightly and stand before 
Lord, have spoken, and will do it, 151 will | Me perfectly at all times in the land, so as 
scatter you among the nations, and dis- not to wipe her out completely; but I did not 
perse you in the countries; and your un; | find him. 3!Therefore I poured out My 
deanness will cease among you. !§I shall | anger in the fire of my wrath to finish them, 
make the Gentiles the owners of your in- | ahd ] recompensed their ways on. their 
panes, Then you shall know that I am heads.” says the Lord and Master. 
the Lord.” ° ” : Ee : 


liAgain the word of the Lord came.to me, 
saying, ‘®“Son of man, behold, the house of 
israel is mixed. before Me—they are alto- | . | 
gether mixed—the house is nixed together | were two women, the daughters of one 
inthe midst of the silver, with bronze, iron, | mother, 2and they committed fornication in 
ün, and lead. !°Therefore thus says, the | Egypt while still-young: Their breasts fell 
Lord: ‘Because all of you are one mixture, | while there, and their virginity was lost. 
therefore, I will gather you into the midst of | 4Their names were Oholah the elder and 
lerusalem, as, men gather silver, bronze, Oholibah her sister; they were Mine, and 
von, tin, and lead into the midst of,a fur- | they bore sons and daughters. As for their 
Hace, to blow fire on it, to cast it like metal | names, Samaria is Oholah and Jerusalem 
on mold. Thus I shall gather you. in, My | is Oholibah: : eh Were 
fain, and bring you together and cast you, sakes utes | 
‘I shall blow on you with the fire of My cmithe Older Sister-Samaria iesin 
"rath and cast you in her midst. 22As silver | °“Oholah departed from Me and commit- 
Scast into a mold in the midst of a furnace, | ted fornication. She gave herself to her 
‘0 shall you be cast in her midst. Then you | lovers, the Assyrians, who drew near to 
Shall know that I, the Lord, have poured out | her, *who' were dressed in purple, leaders 
Yanger upon you.’ ” ee and commanders, all ‘chosen young men, 
‘Again the word of the Lord came to me, | horsemen riding on horses: 7Thus she com- 
‘ying, “Son of man, say to her, ‘You are | mitted fornication with them, all of them 
"land not rained on, neither has rain | chosen sons of the Assyrians; and upon 
pme upon you in the day of wrath. 25Her | whomever she offered herself, with all their 
“aders are like roaring lions seizing prey, | inventions, she defiled herself. 8She did not 
"ho devour souls by domination and re- | abandon her fornication with Egyptians, 
“lve honors in wrongdoing; and your wid- | for they slept with her in her youth. These 
rej, multiply in your midst. Her priests | men violated her virginity and poured out 
ri My law and desecrate My holy | their fornication upon her. °Therefore I de- 
hee ey no longer distinguish between | livered her into the hand of her lovers, into 
my and the profane, nor between the | the hands of the sons of the Assyrians to 
“an and the clean. They have hidden | whom she offered herself. '’They uncovered 





Cue Two Immoral Sisters «= : 
2 » Again the word of the Lord came to 
“me, saying,t-2“Son of man, there 





sigg These two sisters image all who turn from God to satisfy their own desires, Qholah (i.e, 

ho ària) is like those who do not have the Law (Rom 1:23), yet despise the natural law within them 

the lay Oholibah (i.e., Judah) is like those who have the Law, yet “dishonor God through breaking 

Sentia arom 2:23). The righteous men (vv, 45-49) typify the apostles, who preached to both Jew and 
~ Rom 3:30), | | 54 | \ | 1 | 
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her shame, took her sons and daughters, 
and killed her with the sword. She be- 
came a byword among women, and they 
exacted retribution on her through her 
daughters. 


~. The Younger Sister, Jerusalem «> 

\l“Her sister Oholibah saw this, and she 
indulged in her lusts more corruptly than 
she, and her fornication more than the for- 
nication of her sister. !2She offered herself 
to the sons of the Assyrians, the leaders 
and commanders near her, men clothed in 
purple, horsemen riding on horses, all of 
them chosen young men. !I saw both de- 
filed in the same way, !4but Oholibah added 





to her fornication; for she looked at men 


portrayed on the wall, images of Chaldeans 
portrayed in color, girded with embroj- 
dered beits around their waists and 
brightly colored turbans on their heads, the 
appearance of high rank to all of them, the 
likeness of the sons of the Chaldeans, their 
native land. '®As soon as her eyes saw 
them, she offered herself te them and sent 
messengers to them in the land of, the 
Chaldeans. Then the sons of Babylon 
came to her, into the bed of love, and de- 
filed her in her fornication. So she was de- 
filed with them, and her soul fell away 
because of them. /8She revealed her forni- 
cation and exposed her shame. So My soul 
withdrew from her, as My soul withdrew 
from her sister. Yes, you multiplied your 
fornication, so as to call to remembrance 
the days of your youth, in which you com- 
mitted fornication in Egypt. 2°For you of- 
fered yourself to the Chaldeans, whose 
flesh is like the flesh of donkeys, and 
their members as the members of horses. 
21But you did look upon the lawlessness of 
your youth, the things you did in Egypt 
in your lodgings, where were the breasts of 
your youth. 
«=. Judgment of the Younger m> 


22“Therefore, Oholibah, thus says the 
Lord: ‘Behold, I shall raise up your lovers 
against you, because of whom your soul fell 
away, and | shall bring them against you all 
around— 2°the sons of Babylon, all the 
Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa, Koa, all the sons 
of the Assyrians with them, chosen young 
men, all leaders and commanders, men of 
high rank and famous men riding on 
horses. 24All will come against you from the 
north—chariots and wheels with a multi, 
tude of peoples, with shields and spears— 
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around. I shall give judgment to them, and 
they will judge you according to their judg- 
ments. 25I shall put My jealousy on you, and 
they will deal with you in great wrath. They 
will take away your nose and ears, and 
strike down your remnant with the sword. 
They will take your sons and daughters, 
and fire will consume your remnant. #°They 
will also strip you of your clothes and take 
the objects of your boasting. “Thus I shall 
turn back your ungodliness and your forni- 
cation from the land of Egypt; and you 
shall not lift your eyes to them, nor remem- 


| ber Egypt any longer. 


28“For thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will 
deliver you into the hands of those you 


hate, because of whom you withdrew your 
souls. 22They will deal hatefully with you 
and take all the fruits of your labor and 


toil. You will be naked and disgraced, and 


‘the shame of your fornication and ungodli- 


ness will be revealed: 3°Your fornication 
caused this to happen to you, in that you 
acted as a prostitute with the nations and 
defiled yourself with their inventions. ?!You 
walked in the way of your sister; therefore, 
I shall put her cup into your hands.’ 

32“Thus says the Lord: ‘You shall drink 
from the deep and large cup of your sister, 
a cup filled to the brim. 33You shall be filled 
with drunkenness and feebleness, and you 
shall drink from the cup of destruction, the 
cup of your sister Samaria; *4and I will take 
away her feasts and her new moons. For I 
have spoken, says the Lord. “Therefore 
thus says the Lord: ‘Because you forgot Me 
and cast Me behind your back, therefore, 
bear the penalty of your ungodliness and 
prostitution.’ ” 

~. Judgment of Both Sisters 7> 

36Again the Lord said to me, “Son of 
man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah? 
You shall declare their lawlessness to them. 
37For they committed adultery, and blood is 
on their hands. They committed adultery 
with their inventions, and passed through 
the fire the children whom they bore to Me. 
38S0 long as they did these things to Me, 
they defiled My sanctuary and desecrated 
My Sabbaths. For as they were slaughter- 
ing their children for their idols, they also 
entered My sanctuary to desecrate it; for S° 
they did in the midst of My house. They 
also sent for men from afar by way of mes- 
sengers; and as they were traveling, you 








ned yourself for them, made up your 
yes, and adorned yourself with jewelry. 
“you sat on a furnished bed, with a deco- 
ated table before 1t, za they rejoiced over 
My incense and oil. “They played harmo- 
pious MUSIC, and put bracelets on their 
ists and a crown of boasting on their 
„eads, to attract the multitude of men com- 
ag from the desert. “Therefore I asked, 
Are they not committing adultery and do- 
| ingthe deeds of a prostitute with these? Is 
she not indulging in prostitution?’ 44Yes, 
| they went in to her as men go in to a pros- 
| tute; thus they went in to Oholah and 
Oholibah, to commit lawlessness. But 
righteous men will take revenge on them 
after the manner of an adulteress, and after 
the manner of women who shed blood; be- 
cause they are adulteresses, and blood is 
on their hands. | 
_ "Thus says the Lord: ‘Bring up a multi- 
tude against them and give them up to trou- 
ble and plunder. “They wiil stone them 
with the stones of a crowd and stab them 
with their swords. They will kill their sons 
and daughters and set their houses on fire. 
| "Thus I shall turn away ungodliness from 
the land, and all women will be taught not 
0 imitate their ungodliness. 49Your ungod- 
iness will be recompensed upon you, and 
| You will bear the sins of your inventions. 
en you shall know that I am the Lord.’ ” 


™ Parable of the Cooking Pot > 
Again the word of the Lord came to 
me in the ninth year, in the tenth 
_ Month, on the tenth day of the month, say- 
nA “Son of man, record for yourself 
aily, from this day, the day on which the 
mg of Babylon laid siege against 
Tusalem, Speak a parable to the house 


Which Drovokes, and you shall say to them, | 


an 4S Says the Lord: “Stand over a basin 
| in 0U" Water into it. ‘Put pieces of meat 
der Very good piece, the thigh and shoul- 
| ull of meat, taken from the choice cat- 
| boil 50 pile fuel-bones under it, make it 
| gavel, and let the cuts simmer.” — 
Moody Store thus says the Lord: “O 
sey Y City, the basin in which there is 
She pwnd the scum has not gone out of it. 
but py ‘Ought forth the cuts, piece by piece, 
° Portion was selected, 7For her blood 






U4 : 
TE 14 This Parable speaks the coming judgment of Jerusalem, the house which provokes. 
Ezekiel’s loss of his wife (v. 18) speaks of the passing away of Israel, whose husband was the 


a fol 
'5), See 33:21-31 and note. 
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is in her midst; I set it upon a smooth rock; 


I did not pour it on the ground, that the dirt 


may cover it, *that My wrath may come 
forth and take vengeance. I set her blood 
upon a smooth rock, so as not to cover it.” 

Therefore thus says the Lord: “I will 
also make a great display of fire. !°I shall 
heap the wood on and kindle the fire, to 
consume the meat and boil away the sauce. 
lI will set the basin on the coals, so its cop- 


per may become thoroughly heated and 


melted in the midst of her uncleanness, so 
her scum may be consumed, !2and_ her 
abundant scum may not come forth from 
her. '3Her scum shall be shameful, because 
you defiled yourself, and what if you will 


not be cleansed any more, until I have sat- 


isfied my wrath? 4, the Lord, have spoken 
it, and it will come to pass;-and I shall do it. 
I will not hold back nor show mercy. Ac- 
cording to your ways and your inventions, I 
Shall judge you,” says the Lord. “Therefore 
I shall judge you according to your blood- 
shed and inventions, you unclean, notori- 
ous, and provoking one.”’” | 


w Death of Ezekiel’s Wife oe 
ISA gain the word of the Lord came to me, 


| saying,t !6“Son of man, behold, I will take 


away your inventions before your eyes in 


the line of battle, but you shall neither 


mourn nor weep. "There shall be groaning 
over bloodshed and mourning on bended 
knee. There shall be no braided hair on 
your head or sandals on your feet. You shall 
not be comforted by their lips, nor shall you 


eat the bread of men.” !8So I spoke to the 


people in the morning in the manner He 
commanded me, and that evening my wife 
died, The next morning I did as He com- 
manded me. Baer 

Then the people said to me, “Will you 
not tell us what these things mean that you 
are doing?” ?°So I answered them, “The 


| word of the Lord came to me, saying, 


2\‘Speak to the house of Israel, “Thus says 
the Lord: ‘Behold, I shall desecrate My 
sanctuary, the boast of your strength, the 
object of your desire, over which your souls 
spare nothing; and your sons and daugh- 
ters whom you left will fall by the sword. 
22You will do as I have done. You will not be 
comforted by their mouth, nor eat the 
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bread of men. Your hair will be on your 
heads and your sandals on your feet. You 
will neither mourn nor weep. You will sink 
deep in your wrongdoings, and each of you 
will comfort one another. 24Thus Ezekiel 
Shall be a sign to you; according to all he 
does, you will do. When these things come, 
you will know that I am the Lord. ” 

29‘\s for you, son of man, it shall not be 
as in the dayowhen I take their strength 
from them, the arrogance of their boasting, 
the objects of their desire, and the arro- 
gance of their souls, their sons and their 
daughters. In- that day, he who is rescued 
will come to you, so you will hear of it with 
your own ears. Un. that-day, your, mouth 
will open before him who is rescued. You 
will speak and.no longer be silent. Thus 
you will be a sign to them; and they shall 
know thatI.am the Lordi” | 


=, Judgment on the Gentile Nations: 


Ammon => 
2 Again the word of the Lord came to 
: me, saying,t 2“Son of man, set your 
face against the children of Ammon and 
prophesy against them: °You shall say to the 
children of Ammon, ‘Hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord: “Because you re- 


joiced against My sanctuary when it was | 


desecrated, and against the land of Israel 
when it was destroyed, and against the 
house of Judah when they went into captiy- 
ity; ‘therefore, behold, I shall deliver you 
over to the children of Kedem as an inheri- 
tance. They will dwell among you with their 
goods and pitch their tents among you. 
They will eat your fruit and drink your 
drinks. 5I shall make the city of Ammon a 
pasturage for camels, and Rabbah a resting 
place for sheep. Then you will know that | 
am the Lord.” For thus says the Lord: 
“Because you clapped your hands, and ap- 
plauded with your feet, and rejoiced in your 
soul against the land of Israel; ‘therefore, I 
shall stretch out My hand against you and 
give you as plunder to the nations, I shall ut- 
terly destroy you from among the peoples 
and cause you to perish from the countries. 
Then you will know that I am the Lord,” 


. m=, Moab s. 
’Thus says the Lord; “Because Moab 
said, ‘Behold, the house of Israel and Judah 
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is like all the nations, *therefore, behold, | 
shall weaken the shoulder of Moab from its 
prominent cities—its choice land—as is the 
house of Beth Jeshimoth, above the spring 
of the seaside city. "I have given these 
cities, as well as the children of Ammon, as 
an inheritance to the sons of Kedem, so 


| there may be no memory of the sons of Am- 
| mon.: !!Thus I shall take vengeance upon 


Moab, and they. will know that I am the 
Lord.” 
w Edom 7 

12’Thus says the Lord: “Because of what 
Edom did when it took revenge on the 
house of Judah, and because they remem- 
bered wrongs and exacted punishment,” 
i3therefore, thus says the Lord: “I shall also 
stretch out My hand against Edom, and de- 
stroy man and cattle from it, and make it a 
desert. They will be pursued from Ileman 
and fall by the sword. !4I shall execute My 
vengeance on Edom by the hand of My 
people Israel, and they will do in Edom ac- 
cording to My wrath and anger. Then they 
will know My vengeance,” says the Lord. 


em.’ Cretans =- 

-15‘Therefore thus says the Lord: “Be- 
cause the foreigners exacted vengeance 
and raised up vengeance, rejoicing in their 
souls to destroy My people forever,’ 
istherefore, thus says the Lord: “Behold, I 
shall stretch out My hand against the for- 
eigners, and I shall utterly destroy the Cre- 
tans. I shall also. destroy those who dwell 
on the seacoast. VI shall execute great 
vengeance, and they will know that | am 
the Lord, when I bring My vengeance upon 
them.” oe 


“w Judgment on lyre > 

2 Again it came to pass in the 
JÑ) eleventh year, on the first day of the 

month, that the word of the Lord came to 

me, saying, 2“Son of man, because 1! 


spoke against Jerusalem, saying, ‘G00% 


well done!’ she is crushed; the nations dè- 
stroyed her; she is turned to Me; she Wie 
was full is made desolate! ‘Therefore, ny 
says the Lord: ‘Behold, I am against yO" 
Tyre, and will cause many nations to CO 
up against you, as the sea causes its wav 
to crash the shore. ‘They will knock dow? 


25:1—27:35 These chapters describe God's judgment on five Gentile nations: Ammon, Moab, edom 6 


in modern-day Jordan); Tyre (Lebanon), and the Cretans (Crete). The gospel of Christ was later brou 
to these places, and the Church is present in these countries to this day. 





pall 





e 


a walls, O. Tyre, and break down your 
V ers. | shall scrape her dust from her and 
| eve her like a smooth rock. *It will bè- a 
| wine place for fishing nets in the midst of 
ine sea for | have spoken, says the Lord: ‘It 


| be as a place of plunder for the na- 





` ac 6Also her daughters which are on the 
be killed by the sword. Then they - 


nons. +" 
lain will | | 
| gill know that I am the Lord. 
“For thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, from 
ne north I will bring Nebuchadnezzar king 
f Babylon against you, O Tyre. He is king 
| of kings, with horses, chariots; horsemen; 

snd an army of very many nations.t §He 
will kill your daughters with the sword in 

he plain; he will establish outposts and 

build forts around you. He will establish a 

barricade and warlike works against you 
| all around, and-array his spears against 

you. Your walls and towers will be struck 
| down with his swords. Because‘ of the 

seat number of his horses, their dusi 
| clouds will cover you, and because of the 
sound of his: horsemen and the wheels of 
his chariots, your walls will shake when he 
enters your gates, like one who enters a 
tity from the plain: !! With the hooves! of his 
horses, they will trample all your streets. 
He will kill your people with the sword, and 
bring down to the ground the substance of 
your strength. 2He will plunder your army 
and strip your possessions. He will break 
down your walls and pull down your desir- 
able houses. He will throw your stones, 
your timber, and your soil into the sea. tHe 
will destroy the multitude of your musi- 
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YOU will never 
s the Lord. 
ly For thus says the Lord and Master to 
nte: Will not the coastlands shake at the 
pana of your fall, when the wounded 
ouo When the sword is unsheathed in 
“a midst? 16Then all the rulers of the na- 
from 


f ndt 
| They 


be rebuilt, for I have spoken, 


their thrones, lay aside their crowns, 
ake off their embroidered garments. 
Will be beside themselves as they sit 


eh 


2) 


“ans, and the sound of your harps will be | 
gk no more. !4J shall make you bare like | 
etop of a rock, a place for spreading nets; 
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EZEKIEL 27:9 


on the ground, They will tremble with fear 
at their destruction and groan over you. 





17They will take up'a lamentation for you 





and say to you, “How were you destroyed 
from out of the sea, O renowned city that 
caused her fear to be on all her inhabi- 
tants?” !8From the day of your fall, the 
coastlands will also be afraid.’ 

For thus says the Lord and Master: 
‘When I make you a wasted city, like cities 
not to be inhabited; and when I bring the 
abyss upon you, and much water covers 
you, then I shall bring you downto those 
who descend into the pit; to the people of 
old, and I shall-make you dwell in the 
depths of the earth, like an eternal desert, 
with those who go down into the pit, that 
you may never be inhabited, nor raised up 
to the land of the living. 2!I shall give you 
over to destruction, and you will never ex- 
ist again,’ says the Lord and Master.” 


= Lament for Tyre SP | 
a Again the word of the Lord came to 
3 me, saying,’ 2“Son of man, take up a 
lamentation for Tyre, and you shall say to 
Tyre, situated at the entrance of the sea and 


market of the peoples on many coastlands, 


along the seacoast will step down | 





‘Thus says the Lord to Tyre: “You say, ‘T 
clothed myself with beauty.’ “In the heart of 
the sea, your sons clothed you with beauty 
for Beelim. Cedar from Senir was used by 
you in building. Boards of cypress timber 
were obtained from Lebanon to make 
masts of pinewood, ŝand they made your 
oars out of wood from Bashan. They made 
your sacred objects from ivory, and your 
groves of houses out of wood from the 
coastlands of Cyprus, 7Your couch was 
made of fine embroidered linen from 
Egypt, to cover you with splendor, and to 
clothe you with blue and purple from the 
coasts of Elishah. They were your cover- 
ings. *Your rulers were the inhabitants of 
Sidon, and the Aradians were your oars- 
men, Your skilled men, O Tyre, were your 
pilots. *The elders of Byblos and their wise 
men were in you, These men strengthened 
your counsel. All the ships of the sea and 
their oarsmen were yours, even to the far 
west. Pore Ne SPS 






n eBuchadnezzar may be king of kings, but Jesus Christ is KING OF KINGS (Rev 19:16), 
11 bis ap Ome Church Fathers interpret this lamentation (through 28:26) as imaging the fall of Lucifer and 
| Wre p25 (also see |s 14:12) and the overthrow of pride by the preaching of the gospel. King Hiram of 
| Q: aen friendly with Israel (3Kg 5); yet by the time of the captivity Tyre was set against Jerusalem 
toy (Mk at began to fulfill this judgment when He cast the demon out of the Syro-Phoenician’s daugh- 

“ 24-30). After Pentecost, the gospel spread rapidly to this region (Acts 21:3-5). 
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“Persians, Lydians, and Libyans were in 
your army. Your warriors hung shields and 
helmets in you, and they gave you glory. 


"The sons of the Aradians and your army 


were upon your walls. There were guards 
in your towers, and they hung their quivers 
on the walls all around your harbors. These 
sons completed your beauty. 

“Those from Carthage were your mer- 
chants because of the abundance of all 


your strength. They furnished your market- 


place with silver, gold, iron, tin, and lead. 
'SGreece and all the extended regions, 
these busied themselves in the trade of hu- 
man lives and of vessels of copper for your 
markets. '*The house of Togarmah fur- 
nished your marketplace with horses and 
horsemen. The sons of Rodians were your 
traders. From the coasitlands they multi- 
plied your trade in ivory: '®To those who 
brought in the goods, you paid them wages 
in return from the abundant market of your 


mixed goods: myrrh and embroidered | 


works from Tharsis, and even people as 
merchandise. Ramoth and Chorchor also 
traded with you. !’Judah and the sons of Is- 
rael, these traded with you. They traded in 
your marketplace the saie of wheat, myrrh, 


cassia, fine honey, oil, and resin. Damas- 


cus Was a merchant in your marketplace 
because of the abundance of all your 
power: wine from Helbon and wool from 
Miletos. They also provided wine for your 
marketplace. '°From Asel, there came 
wrought iron and wheels for your market 
of mixed goods. Dedan was your mer- 
chant, with choice animals for chariots. 
2 Arabia and all the rulers of Kedar, these 
were your traders, bringing camels, rams, 
and lambs in which they traded with you, 
“The merchants of Sheba and Raamah 
traded with you. They traded for your 
wares the choicest spices, all kinds of pre- 
cious stones, and gold. Harran and Can- 
neh also traded with you. Assyria and 
Chilmad were merchants in your market- 
place, 24as they brought trade in blue cloth, 
in choice treasures bound with ropes, and 
in cypress wood. *The ships of Tarshish 
were your merchants in abundance, with 


your market of mixed goods, and you were | 


filled and heavily loaded in the heart of the 
sea. 

26“Your oarsmen brought you into many 
waters, but the south wind broke you to 
pieces in the heart of the sea. “Your armies 
and the profits from your markets of mixed 
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goods, your oarsmen and pilots, your coun- 
selors and merchandisers from your mar- 
ket of mixed goods, all your men of war 
who are in you, and the entire company in 


| your midst will fall in the heart of the sea in 


the day of your fall. 23At the sound of your 
cry, your pilots will be greatly afraid. 29A]| 
who handle the oar, the mariners, and all 
the pilots of the sea will disembark from 
their ships and stand on the shore. “They 
will cry out in pain over you. They will cry 
out bitterly, put dust on their heads, and 
spread ashes under themselves. 3!Their 
sons will take up a song of grief and a 
lamentation for you, saying, 32‘How great a 
profit did you find from the sea? The na- 
tions were filled from your abundance and 
the kings of the earth were enriched from 
your market of mixed goods. 33Now you are 
broken to pieces-in the sea, in the depth of 
water. Your market of mixed goods and all 
your assembly fell in your midst, along 
with all your oarsmen. #4All the inhabitants 
of the coastlands are shocked over you. 
Their kings are greatly astonished, and 
their faces are covered with tears. 35The 


„merchants from the nations hiss at you, for 


destruction has come about, and you will 
be no more forever. mon 
«~ The King of Tyre Is Overthrown -= 


2 Again the word of the Lord came to 
' me, saying, ?“As for you, son of 


man, say to the ruler of Tyre, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Because your heart is lifted up, and 
you say, ‘I am God, and I live in the 


dwelling of God, in the heart of the sea,’ yet 
you are a man and not God, though you set 
your heart as the heart of God. Are you 
wiser than Daniel? Or have not your wise 
men instructed you with their understand- 
ing? ‘Have you gained wisdom by your 
own understanding? Have you gained 
power for yourself by your own knowledge 
or discernment, and obtained gold and sil- 


ver by yourself for your treasuries? 5By 


your abundant understanding and trade 
you increased your power, and your heart 
was lifted up in your power.” Therefore 
thus says the Lord: “Since you set your 
heart as the heart of God, 7instead of this. 
behold, I shall bring foreigners against you. 
the plague of the nations. They will un- 
sheathe their swords against the beauty of 
your knowledge and bring down your 
beauty in destruction. 8They will bring you 
down, and you will die the death of the 
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“in the heart of the sea. Wil 








la art | l you still 
y, 1am God,’ before those who slay you? 
it you are a man and not God. !°You shall 
rish by the hands of foreigners among 
ye multitude of the uncircumcised, for I 
have spoken,” says the Lord,’ ” 


« Lamentation for the Ruler of Tyre m 
Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
aying, “Son of man, take up a lamenta- 


: jon for the ruler of Tyre, and say to him, 


Thus says the Lord and Master: “You are a 
seal of resemblance and.crown of beauty. 
’you were the luxury of the paradise of 
God, adorned with every good stone: 
sardius, topaz, emerald, and diamond, sap- 
phire, jasper, Silver, and gold, stone of Lig- 
iria, agate, and amethyst, chrysolite, beryl, 


your storehouses with gold from the very 
day you were created. '4] appointed you to 
be with the cherub. I set you on the holy 
mountain of God. You were in the midst of 
the stones of fire. “You were blameless in 
your days from the day you were created, 
until wrongs were found in you. By the 
abundance of your trade, you filled your se- 
tret rooms with lawlessness; thus- you 


' sinned. So you were cast wounded from the 
| Mountain of God, and the cherub ‘brought 
| You out from the midst of the stones of fire. 


"Your heart was lifted up because of your 
beauty. Your knowledge was corrupted with 
your beauty. Because of the multitude of 
/our sins I cast you to the ground. Before 
Kings I set you forth as an example. !8Be- 
“ause of the multitude of your sins and the 
wrongdoings of your trade, you desecrated 
Jour sanctuaries; therefore, I will bring fire 


) tom your midst which will devour you; to 


iy you into ashes upon your land in the 
ight of all who see you. All who know 
vou among the nations shall groan over 


10u. You destroyed yourself, and you shall 


| 


h 


Dresent no more forever.’ ’” 


T a Judgment on Sidon 
„Again the word of the Lord came to me, 


ging, “l4Son of man, set your face toward 


id 
4 
The Sidon, and I shall be glorified in you. 
| 
| 


w and prophesy against her, **and say, 
> Says the Lord: “Behold, I am against 





^ You will know that I am the Lord, 


t21 The judgment against Pharaoh and Egypt illustrates the destruction of demonic strongholds — 


0 


ol for Christ. 


Ual n 











crushed it and broke all their backs.” 





EZEKIEL 29:7 


when I execute judgments in you and am 
sanctified in you. “Blood and death shall 
be in your streets, and those wounded by 
the sword shall fall on every side. Then you 
will know that | am the Lord. 

44°Thus there will no longer be in the 
house of Israel a thorn of bitterness or a 
painful: thorn from all who are around 








| them, who dishonor them. Then they will 


know that | am the Lord.” 


“a. Israel Will Have Hope -= 


25:Thus says the Lord and Master: “I shall 
bring Israel from the nations where they 
were scattered, and.I shall be. sanctified 
among them in the sight of the peoples and 
of the nations. Then they will dwell in their 


own land which I gave to My servant Ja- 
| and onyx. You filled your treasuries and | 


cob. So they will dwell there in hope, 
build houses, and plant vineyards; yes, they 


| will dwell in hope when I execute judgment 
| on all, those who dishonor them. [hen they 


will know that Iam the Lord their God, and 
the God of their fathers.” +? | 


«~ Judgment on Egypt 7- 


In the tenth year, in the tenth 

month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying,t 2“Son of man, set your face toward 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy 
against him and against all Egypt. *Speak 
and say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I am 
against you, O Pharaoh king of Egypt, O 
great dragon who lies in the midst of his 
rivers and says, ‘The rivers are mine, for | 
made them,’ *But I shall put hooks in your 
jaws and join the fish of your rivers to your 
wings, and | shall bring you and all the fish 
of your river up from the midst of your 
river. Then I will quickly cast down you 
and all the fish of your river. You will fall to 
the surface of the plain, and you will not be 
gathered and buried. I will give you as food 
to the wild animals of the field and to the 
birds of the heavens. “Then all the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt shall know that I am the 
Lord, because they were a staff made of 
reed to the house of Israel. 7For when they 


took hold of you with their hand, you broke 
it, and when every hand conquered them 


and they rested their hand on you, you 





49h baptism, As the rivers (v. 3) belonged to Pharaoh, so the dragon (v. 3), the devil, held sway on 
until Christ destroyed him in the waters of the Jordan (see also Ex 14:27-30). The horn (v.21) | 
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‘Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, 
I will bring a sword against you, and de- 





stroy man and cattle from you. Thus the | 


land of Egypt shall be destroyed and be- 
come a desert. Then they will know that I 
am the Lord, because you say, ‘The rivers 
are mine, and I made them.’ !“Therefore, 
behold, I am against you and against all 
your rivers, and I shall turn the land of 
Egypt into a desert, to the sword and to de- 
struction, from Migdol to Syene, as far as 
the borders of Ethiopia. !'Neither foot of 
man nor foot of cattle will pass through it, 
and it will be uninhabited for forty years. 
12] shall make the land of Egypt a destruc- 
tion in the midst of a land laid waste, and 
her cities will be laid waste for forty years. 
I shall scatter Egypt among the nations 
and disperse them like chaff throughout 
the countries.” 

13°Yet, thus says the Lord: “At the end of 
forty years, | shall gather’ the Egyptians 
from the nations where they were scat- 
tered. 141 shall bring back the captives of 
the Egyptians and caus? them to dwell in 
the land of Pathros, in the land from which 
they were taken; but they will be a lowly 
dominion. Alongside aii the dominions, it 
will not be exalted any longer among the 
nations, for I shali make them to be very 
small. so as not to be great among the na- 
tions. !6So they shall no longer be to the 
house of Israel as an expectation to remind 
them to follow after their lawlessness. Then 
they will know that I am the Lord.” ’” 


= Babylon Will Plunder Egypt =- 

i7Again it came to pass in the twenty- 
seventh year, in the first month, on the first 
day of the month, that the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying, '8*Son of man, Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his 
army to labor strenuously against Tyre. 
Every head was made bald, and every 
shoulder rubbed raw; yet there was no re- 
ward to him nor his army serving against 
Tyre, for the labor they expended on it. 
i9Therefore thus says the Lord and Master: 
‘Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he 
will plunder it and carry off her spoil. It will 
be the wages for his army, 2”“As compensa- 
tion for his service in which he served 
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My anger on Sais, the strength of EYP’ 


30:1-18 In the days of the Captivity, Egypt and Ethiopia stood against God's purposes. But after 
cost, these nations were blessed with the establishment of the Church among the Gentiles. Indee 


against Tyre, I will give him the 
Egypt,’ says the Lord and Master, 
4\“In that day a horn shall spring forth 
for all the house of Israel, and I will give 
you an open mouth in the midst of therm 
Then they will know that I am the Lord” 


«m Woe to Egypt and Her Allies >. 


Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,* 2“Son of man, prophesy 
and say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Woe, woe be 
the day! °For the day of the Lord is near. It 
shall be the end of the nations. *The sword 
will come upon the Egyptians, and there 
shall be trouble in Ethiopia. The wounded 
will fall in Egypt, and her foundations shall 
collapse. Persians, Cretans, Lydians, Lib- 
yans, and all the mixed multitude, and all 
the children of the covenant shall fall by 
the sword therein.” 
&Thus- says the Lord: “The supports of 
Egypt will fall; and the insolence of her 





land of 


| strength will come down. From Migdol to 


Syene, they shall fall by the sword therein,” 
says the Lord. 7“So they shall be wasted in 
the midst of desolate countries, and their 
cities shall be wasted-in the midst of deso- 
late cities. Then they will know that I am 


| the Lord, when I set Egypt on fire and 


crush all those who help it. %In that day 


messengers shall go forth, hurrying to de- 


stroy Ethiopia, and there will be trouble 
among them in the day of Egypt; for be- 
hold, it is coming.” t | 

10Thus-:says the Lord and Master: “I shall 
destroy a multitude of the Egyptians by the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 
His hand and the hand of his people, they 
are the plague of the nations, sent to de- 
stroy the land. They will unsheathe all their 
swords against Egypt and fill the land with 


the slain. 2I shall make their rivers deserts, 


and I will destroy the land and its fullness 
by the hands of foreigners. I, the Lord, have 


| spoken.” 


\3‘For thus says the Lord and Master: "I 
shall also destroy the men of high status 
from Memphis, and the rulers of Memphis 
from the land of Egypt; and they shall bè 
no more. “I shall destroy the land A 
Pathros, and set Tanis on fire, and egis 
vengeance on Diospolis, I will pour OU 





pente- 
d, the 


Ethiopian eunuch confessed that “Jesus Christ is the Son of God” when Philip appeared to him 


(Acts 8:26-39). 


_— 








AI will destroy the multitude of 





a 1 will dest wodi 
phis: isand set Egypt on fire. Syene will be 
eatly troubled, there shall be a rupture in 
piospolis, and there will be flooding wa- 
rs. "The youth of Heliopolis and Bubas- 
um shall fall by the sword, and the women 
will go into captivity. 18At Taphnae, the day 
will be darkened, when there I break to 
pieces the kingly powers of Egypt, and 
' there the insolence of her strength shall 
erish. A cloud will cover her, and her 
daughters Shall be taken prisoners. !9Thus I 
shall execute judgment on Egypt, for they 
shall know that’'l am the Lord.” ”! 


æ Pharaoh Punished by Babylon s= 


Again it came to pass in the eleventh 
year, in the first month, on the seventh day 
of the month, that the word of the Lord 
came to me, Saying, 2)“Son of man, I have 
broken the arms of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; 
and, behold, it has not been bound up to be 
healed, and no plaster applied to make it 
strong enough to hold a swerd. Therefore 
| thus says the Lord and. Master: ‘Iyam 
| against Pharaoh king of “gyot. L-will break 
his strong and outstretched arms, and 
throw down his sword from his hand. 23] 
will scatter the Egyptians among the na- 


lions and disperse them as chaff through- | 


out the countries. 24] shall strengthen the 
| 4ms of the king of Babylon and put My 
Word into his hand. I shall bring it upon 
Egypt, and he shall plunder and take spoils 
ftom it. 25Thus T shall strengthen the arms 
tthe king of Babylon, but the arms of 
haraoh will fall, Then they will know that 


_, mM the Lord, when I put My sword into | 


4 hand of the king of Babylon and he 
| ywlches it out against the land of Egypt. 
9! will scatter the Egyptians among the 
tions and disperse them as chaff 
n vghout the countries. Then all will 
EOW that Tam'the Lord?” | 


œ. A Warning to Pharaoh s 

Again it came to pass in the 
the fir eleventh year, in the third month, on 
the: R} day of the month, that the word of 
a rd came to me, saying, 2“Son of man, 


i 
muy araok, king of Egypt, and to his 


M yo 
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EZEKIEL 31:15 





was a cypress in Lebanon, and he was 
beautiful in offshoots and high in great- 
ness. His rule came to be among the clouds. 


Water nurtured him, and the depths made 


him grow tall. The depths led her rivers 
around his trees, and sent forth her system 
into all the trees of the plain. For this rea- 
son his greatness was exalted above all the 
trees of the plain, and his branches were 
enlarged because of the abundance of 
water. °All the birds of the heavens made 
their nests in his offshoots, and under his 
branches all the wild animals of the plain 
brought forth their young; and all the mul- 
titude of nations dwelt under his shadow. 
Thus he was beautiful in his high position 
because of the multitude of his branches, 
for his roots were in much water. *There 
were no such cypresses in the paradise of 
God, and there were no pine trees display- 


| ing offshoots like these. Silver firs did not 


have branches like these. No tree in the 


paradise of God was like him in beauty be- 
cause of the multitude of his branches, and 


all the trees. of God’s paradise of splendor 
were Jealous of him. - , | A 
10“Therefore thus says. the Lord: ‘Be- 
cause you increased in greatness, and you 
established your rule among the clouds, 
and I saw him when he was exalted;t 
therefore, | delivered him into the hands 
of the ruler of nations, and he carried out 


his. destruction. Thus foreigners, the 


plague of the nations, destroyed him and 
cast him down upon the mountains. His 
branches fell in all the valleys, and his 
stems were broken in every plain of the 
land. All. the peoples of the nations went 
down from their shelter and dashed him to 
the ground. !%All the birds of heaven rested 
on his fall, and all the wild animals of the 
field came upon his branches, !4that no 
trees in the water may ever again exalt 
themselves in their greatness, nor establish 
their rule: among the clouds, and that no 
trees which drink water may stand in their 
high position. For all were delivered to 


death, to the depths of the earth, among the 


sons of men who go down to the pit,’ 
t5“Thus says the Lord and Master: ‘In the 
day he went down to Hades, the deep abyss 
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abundant water. 


restrained her 
Lebanon mourned over him, and all the 
trees of the field fainted over him. '*From 


and 


the sound of his. fall, the nations were 
shaken when I cast him down to Hades, to- 
gether with those who descend into the pit. 
All the trees of splendor and the chosen 
plants of Lebanon, all that drink water, 
comforted him in the earth. !7Yet they also 
went down to Hades with him among those 
slain by the sword, along with their poster- 
ity. They that dwelt under his shadow per- 
ished in the midst of their life. '*To whom 
are you likened? Go down and be humili- 
ated with the trees of splendor to the 
depths of the earth. You. will sleep in the 
midst. of the uncircumcised,- with those 
slain by the sword. Thus shall it be for 
Pharaoh and the multitude of his strength, 
says the Lord and. Master." | 
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come 3 saddened over you, uyani their kings 
will be utterly amazed when My sword flies 
in their faces, as they await their own fall 
from the day of your fall.’ 

ll“For thus says the Lord: ‘The sword of 
the king of Babylon will come upon you 
with the swords of his mighty men, and | 
will strike down your strength. '2All these 
men are plagues from the nations. They 
will destroy the insolence of Egypt, and all 
her strength will be crushed. !*I will also 
destroy all her cattle from beside her abun- 
dant water, which the foot of man will trou- 
ble no more, nor will the footstep of cattle 
trample it. Thus at that time, their waters 
shall become still, and their rivers will flow 
like oil, says the Lord, when I give Egypt 
over to destruction, and the land becomes 
desolate with all its fullness, and when | 
disperse all’ who dwell in it. Then they will 
know that I am-the Lord. !*There is a 


at mnt fs 
=~ Lamentation for Pharaoh and Egypt = | lamentation, and you shall mourn’ over 


3 enth year, in the twelfth month, on 
the first day of the month, that the word of 
the Lord came to me; saying,’ “Son of 
man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and you shal! 
‘You are like a lion among the nations, and 
you are like a dragon in the sea. You as- 
saulted with your rivers, troubled water 
with your feet; and trampled your rivers.’ 
3“Thus says the Lord: ‘I shall therefore 
Spread a net over you of many peoples, and 
bring you up with my fishhook. “I shall 
stretch you out upon the earth, and the 
plains will be filled with you. I shall cause 
the birds of the heavens to settle upon you, 
and all the beasts of the whole earth to fill 
up on you. *I shall offer your flesh on the 
open mountains and saturate them with 


titude upon the mountains. I will fill the 
valleys with you. 7When J extinguish you, | 
shall cover up heaven and make its stars 
grow dark. I shall cover up the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon will not give her light. 
8A]] the bodies that give light in heaven 
shall grow dark over you, and | shall bring 
darkness upon your land, says the Lord 
and Master, °I will provoke to anger the 
heart of many peoples, when | lead you 
captive among the nations into a land you 
have not known. Many nations will be- 


say to him, | 





Again it came to pass in the elev- | Pharaoh: The ‘daughters of the nations 
| shall mourn over him and over Egypt, and 


they. shall mourn for her over all her 
strength,’ says the Lord'and Master.” 


< The Nations Go Down to Hades = 

\7Again in the first month of the twelfth 
year, on the fifteenth day of the month, the 
word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
18Son of man, lament over the strength of 
Egypt, for the nations will cast down her 
daughters dead into the depth of the earth, 
to those who go down into the pit. “They 
shall fall with him among those slain by the 
sword, and all his strength will sleep in 
death. The mighty men will say to you, 


| 2 Be in the depth of the pit, for to whom are 


you superior? Go down and sleep in death 


7 | with the uncircumcised among those slain 
your blood. The land shall be drenched | 
with your excrement because of your mul- 


by the sword,’ | 
\“Assyria is there and all its company, 
and all the slain were put there. Their burial- 


| place is in the depth of the pit, and his com- 


pany are set round about his grave. “All 
the slain who fell by the sword are those 
who caused their fear to be upon the land 
of the living. 

23“There is Elam and all his army all 
around his grave, and all the slain who fell 
by the sword, and the uncircumcised who 
went down into the depth of the earth, and 
who caused their terror to be in the land of 
the living, Now they bear their torment 





32: 1-32 The ementation primarily for pharaoh comes first wy ls 16); the lament primarily for Egypt in 
her descent into the pit closes this chapter (vv. 17-32). 


| w 7 Ultimately the t et is the preaching of the gospel and the watchman is the preacher. Those 
Mho know the truth aby arniothers will be judged more harshly than those who die in their 





=n those who go down to the pit among 
, slain. | | 
Me Meshech and Tubal and- all their 





| arenath were put there around about his 


ave. All his Slain men, all the uncircum- 
cjsed slain by the sword, who spread their 
error in the land of the living, are there, 
sthey sleep in death with the mighty men 
who fell of old, who went down to Hades 


| with their weapons of war. ?°Their swords 


were put under their heads, but their law- 
ssness was placed on their bones, be- 


cause they terrified the mighty meniin the | 


land of the living. “As for you, you will 
seep in death among the uncircumcised, 


| with those slain by the sword. 


There are the rulers of Assyria who 


| yielded his strength to a wound’ of the 
sword. They sleep in death with the slain, 


with those who go down into the. pit. 


“There are the rulers of tke north, all the | 
| commanders of Assyria, who, with their 


| terror and their streneth, ¢o down ‘slain 


into the pit. They fell asleep uricircumcised 
with those slain by the sword, and they 
bear their torment with those who ¢o' down 
to the pit. | 
‘King Pharaoh wiil see them, and be 
comforted over all their strength,” says the 


| Lord and Master. °2“For j caused his fear to 


‘them, ‘On whatever land I bring the sword, 


be in the land of the living; but hè shall 
sleep in death among the uncircumcised, 
with those slain by the sword, ‘even 
Pharaoh and all his multittide,” says the 
Lord and Master. 


™®. Ezekiel Made the Watchman: 7> | 
Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“Son of man, speak to 
he sons of your people, and you will say 


€0ne man from among the people of the 
aid and make him their watchman, When 
cars the sword coming upon the land, he 
Dle l blow the trumpet and warn the peo- 
2 Then whoever hears the sound of the 
poet but does not take warning, and the 

ord comes and takes him away, his blood 


hal be on his own head. >For he heard the 





aw 


ga ness because they have not heard. 





; 10-20 


Pare Jn 12:47, 48), 
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sound of the trumpet, but did not take 


warning. So his blood shall be upon him- 
self. But he who takes warning will save his 
life. *But if the watchman sees the sword 
coming and does not blow the trumpet; and 
the people are not warned; and the sword 
comes and takes any person from among 
them, he is taken away in his transgres- 
sions; but his blood I shall require at the 
watchman’s hand,’ . | 
“As for you, son of man; I made you a 
watchman for the house of Israel, and you 
shall hear a word from My mouth. When I 
say to the sinner, ‘You will surely die, and 
you do not speak to warn the ungodly man 
to change his way, that lawless man will die 
in his lawlessness; but his blood I shall re- 


quire at your hand: But if you warn the un- 
godly man to turn’from his way, and he 


does not turn from his way, he will die in 
his ungodliness; but you have delivered 
your own‘soul. WRTS] ) SUR 

W“As for you;:son of man, say to: the 
house: of Israel; ‘Thus you spoke, saying, 
“Our errors and our lawlessness°are upon 
us, and we waste away in them. So-how can 
we: then live?’ ”t |1Say to them;-‘As I live; 
thus says the Lord: “I do not will the death 


of the ungodly man.:So the ungodly man 
' should: turn from: his way and. live. Turn 
heartily from your way, for why should you 
| die, O house of Israel?’ ”» 


12“Say to the sons of your people, ‘The 
righteousness of a righteous man will not 
deliver him in the day he goes astray. As for 
the lawlessness of the ungodly man, it will 
not harm him in the day he turns from his 
lawlessness, but a righteous man who goes 
astray cannot save himself.” “When I say 
regarding the righteous man, this man puts 
his trust in his righteousness but commits 
lawlessness, then none of his righteousness 
will be remembered, for he shall die in the 
wrongdoing he commits. “Again when | 
say to the ungodly man, “You will surely 
die,” and he turns from his sin, does judg- 
ment and righteousness, !*restores the 
pledge, gives back what he has stolen, and 
walks in the ordinances of life without 


nd O For the goodness and the loving-kindness of God, and His boundless riches, hold righteous 
e pless the man who, as Ezekiel tells, repents of sins; and 
isg 2" Who falls away from piety and righteousness 
Lord Jesus Christ said, ‘In whatsoever things | 


reckons sinful, unrighteous, and impious — 
to unrighteousness and ungodliness. Wherefore 
shall take you, in these | shall judge you (Justin; 
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committing wrongdoing, he will surely live. 


Thus he will not die. !6None of his sins he 
committed will be remembered, for he does 
Judgment and righteousness. By doing 
these things, he shall live,’ 

“Yet the sons of your people will say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not upright.’ But it 
is their way that is not upright. '8When the 
righteous turns from his righteousness and 
commits lawlessness, he will die because of 
it. But when the sinner turns from his law- 
lessness and does judgment and righteous- 
ness, he shall live because of it. Yet this is 
what you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 
upright.’ O house of Israel, I shall judge 


every one of you according to his ways.” | 


3 


= The Capture of Jerusalem a7- 

“1A gain it came to pass in the twelfth year 
of our captivity, in the twelith month, on the 
fifth day of the month, that:one who es: 
caped from Jerusalem came to me, saying, 
“The city is taken.’ -2Then the hand of the 
Lord came upon me the evening before the 
man came, and opened my mouth. So when 
He came to me in the morning, my mouth 
was opened, and it was no longer closed. 
3Thus the word of the Lord came to me; 
saying, “Son -of man, those who. inhabit 
the desolate places in the lend of Israel say, 
‘Abraham was one man, and he inherited 
the land. But we are many, and the land was 
given to us as a possession.’ “Therefore say 
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord and Master: 
“As J live, truly those in the desolate places 
shall fall by the sword, and those in the 
open plain shall be given to the wild ani- 
mals as food; and those in the strongholds 
and caves I will surely kill. “*For | shall 
make the land a desert, and the insolence of 
her strength will perish; and the mountains 
of Israel will be desolate by reason of no 
one passing through. 2”Then they will know 
that I am the Lord. I shall make their land a 
desert, and it will be laid waste because of 
all the abominations they committed.’ ” 


æ, Hearing, but Not Heeding =- 


28“As for you, son of man, the sons of 
your people are talking about you by the 


33:21-31 Ezekiel’s mouth was opened (v. 22) when Jerusalem was taken captive, while the kingly line 





walls and at the gateways of the houseg 
They speak as a man speaks to his brother 
saying, ‘Let us gather and hear the words 
that proceed from the Lord.’ “°So they come 
together before you as people do, and they 
sit before you to hear your words, but they 
will not do them, because a lie is in their 
mouth, and their heart pursues their own 
defilements. “For you are to them ag qa 
sweet, well-tuned song, and they will hear 
your words, but will not do them. 2!So when 
it comes to pass, they will say, ‘Behold, it 
has come.’ Then they will know a prophet 
was among them.” | 





~~. Prophecy against Israel’s Shepherds > 
Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“Son of.man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy 
and say to the shepherds, ‘Thus says the 


Lord and Master: “O shepherds of Israel 


who feed themselves, should not the shep- 
herds feed the sheep? ?Behold, you drink 
the milk and clothe yourselves with the 
wool. You slay the fatlings, but do not feed 
My sheep. *You have not strengthened the 
weak, and the sick you have not revived. 
The broken you have not bandaged, and 
the misled you have not brought back. The 
lost you have not sought, and the strong 
you have not prepared for labor. °So My 
sheep were scattered, because there were 
no shepherds. So they became food for all 


the wild animals of the field. "My sheep 


were scattered in all the mountains and on 
every high hill. They were scattered over 
the face of the earth, and there was no one 
to seek them or to bring them back.” 
7Therefore, you shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lord. 8“As I live,” says the Lord 
and Master, “because My sheep became as 
plunder, and as food for all the wild ani- 
mals of the plain, because there were no 
shepherds with them, nor did My shep- 
herds search for My sheep, but fed them- 
selves and not My flock”— because of this, 
O shepherds, thus says the Lord and Mas- 
ter: “Behold, | am against the shepherds, 
and shall require My sheep at their hands: 
I shall turn them away so they may no 





of Judah went silent until the coming of Christ (see Gn 49:9-12). St. Zacharias, the priest who was made 
mute because of his unbelief, was given back his voice when his son John the Baptist was born 


(Lk 1:5-20, 57-79), Also see 3:22-27; 19:1-14 and notes. 
34:1-31 It is appropriate that immediately after regaining his voice, the prophet condemns the 


false 


shepherds and prophesies the coming of the Good Shepherd, Christ, and the establishment of His sh : 


(v. 31), the Church. Compare Jn 10; Lk 15:4-7; 19:17, 
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~. The True Shepherd 7 


For thus says the Lord: “Behold, I shall | 
arch for My sheep and care for them.t 
DAs a shepherd seeks his flock on a day 
when there 1s darkness, and when a cloud 
separates the sheep, thus I will drive them 
rom every place where they were scattered 
nthe day of cloud and darkness. '’And I 
shall bring them out from the Gentiles, 
gather them from the countries, and bring 
hem into their land. I shall feed them on 
he mountains of Israel,.in the valleys, and 
in all the inhabited places of the land. '4I 
shall feed them in good pasture and on the 
high mountain of Israel, and their folds will 
bethere. They will lie down, and there they 
shall rest in good luxury, and: feedin rich 
pasture on the mountains oi Israel. }°I shall 
feed My sheep and refresh them; and they 
will know that I am the Lerd,” thus says the 
Lord and Master..1°“[ shall seek the lost, 
bring back the misled, bind up the broken, 
srengthen. the fallen, protect the strong, 
and feed them with judgment.” 

‘So as for you, My sheep, thus says the | 
Lord and Master: “Behold, I will, distin- 
guish between sheep and. sheep and. be- 
ween rams and goats.t !8Is it not enough 
lor you that you grazed on the good pas- 
lure, that you trampled down the rest of 
jour pasture with your feet, that you drank 
he clear water, but muddied the rest with 
your feet? 19Thus My sheep grazed on what 
jou trampled with your feet, and drank 
What you muddied with your feet.” 

“Therefore thus says the Lord and 

aster; “Behold, I shall distinguish be- 
yen the strong sheep and the weak | 
ae Because you pushed with side and 

Oulder, butted all the weak ones with 
ee horns, and greatly distressed the 
ak; “therefore, I will save My sheep, 
st ary will not be as plunder anymore; 
ithe, Päll judge between one ram and an- 
‘tad ‘I shall raise up one Shepherd over 

m, and He will tend them, even My Ser- 





y sheep. The shepherds will not 
them anymore, for I shall deliver My | 
‘om their mouth; and they shall no 
food for them.” 








4; | l 1 a ® 
4,716 Here is an image of Christ shepherding His 


POSEN. Ses | 
vant David. He shall be their Shepherd,t 


2 


ee 





stand I, the Lord, will be their God; and 
David will be the Ruler in their midst. I, 
the Lord, have spoken. 

2“] will also make a covenant of peace 
with David, and utterly destroy the evil wild 
animals from the land. They shall dwell in 


| the desert and sleep in the forests. 2°1 will 


settle them round about my mountain and 
will give you rain, the rain of blessing. “The 
trees of the plain will also produce their 
fruit, and the earth shall produce her 
strength. They shall dwell on their land in 
the hope of peace, and know that I am the 
Lord, when I break their yoke and deliver 
them from the hand of those who enslaved 
them. 28They shall no longer be as plunder 
for the nations, nor will the wild animals de- 
vour them; but they will dwell in hope, and 
no one shall make them afraid. 291 will raise 
up for them a garden of peace, and they 
shall no longer perish with hunger, nor bear 
the insults of the nations. “°Then they will 
know that I am the Lord their God, and they 
are My people, O house of Israel,” says the 
Lord. 31“You are My sheep and the sheep of 
My pasture, and I am the Lord your God,” 
says the Lord and Master. ” | 


æ. Prophecy against Mount Seir =- 

Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“Son of man, set your 
face against Mount Seir and prophesy 
against it, °and say to it, ‘Thus says the Lord 
and Master: “Behold, O Mount Seir, | am 
against you, and I will stretch out My hand 
against you. I will cause you to become a 
desert, and you will be wasted. +I will also 
cause desolation in your cities, and you 
shall be desolate. Then you will know that I 
am the Lord. (Because you have an eternal 
hatred for the house of Israel, and laid in 
wait deceitfully with sword in hand as ene- 
mies, in a time of wrongdoing to the ex- 
treme; therefore, as I live,” says the Lord 
and Master, “truly you sinned even to blood, 
thus blood shall pursue you. ‘I will cause 
Mount Seir to become a desert and a deso- 
late place, and destroy man and cattle from 
it. 81 will fill your hills and valleys with your 
slain, and in all your plains and among you 





sheep. 


ye Compare Mt 23:32, 33, where Christ echoes His own words given here to the prophet, - 


oh My servant David clearly images Christ the Good Shepherd, | | 
Mite > Mount Seir is Edom (v. 15), where Esau, brother of Jacob, settled (Gn 36:8), See Dt 2:1-6 and 
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the slain shall fall by thie word, 9J willin Maka 
you an eternal desolation, and your cities 
will be inhabited no more. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord. 

“Because you said, ‘The two nations 


and the two countries shall be mine, and I | 


shall inherit them, though the Lord is 
there; |'therefore, as I live,” says the Lord, 
“I will deal with you according to your en- 


mity, and I will be made known to you | 


when I judge you. Then you will know 
that lam the Lord. I heard the voice of your 
blasphemies when you said, ‘The desert 
mountains of Israel are given to us as food.’ 
\3You boasted against Me with your mouth, 
and I heard it '4Thus says the Lord: 
“When all the earth is in gladness, I will 
make you a desert. You will be:a desert, O 
Mount Seir, and‘all of Edom will be utterly 
destroyed. Then vou will know: that I am 
the Lord their God: ” 
=. God’s Blessing on israel s- 

3 “As for you, son of man, prophesy 

, over the mountains of israel; and 
say.to the mountains of Israel, “Hear the 
word of the Lord.t 2Thus says the Lord and 
Master: “Because the enemy said against 
you, ‘Good, well done! The ancient deserts 
have become ours as a possession; ”’ 
3therefore, prophesy, and say, ‘Thus says 
the Lord and Master: “Because you were 
dishonored and hated by those all around 
you, so as to be a possession for the rest of 
the nations, and because you became a by- 
word and were disgraced by the nations”— 
4therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the 
word of the Lord! Thus says the Lord to the 
mountains, the hills, the valleys, the 
brooks, the desert places, the desolated re- 
gions, and the abandoned cities, plundered 
and trampled underfoot by the nations that 
were left all around them— "therefore, thus 
says the Lord and Master: “Certainly in the 
fire of My anger, I have spoken against the 
rest of the nations and against all of Edom, 
because they gave My land to themselves 
as a possession with gladness, when they 
treated souls shamefully, so as to destroy 
them by plunder.” ®Therefore prophesy 
over the land of Israel, and say to the 














moutita iris) the hills; the valleys, an the 
wooded vales, ‘Thus says the Lorg: 
“Behold, I have spoken in My jealousy ang 


| My anger, because you have borne the ip. 


sults of the nations. "Therefore I shall raise 
My hand against the nations around yoy, 
and they will bear their disgrace. 

“But My people will eat your grapes and 
fruit, O mountains of Israel, for they are 
drawing near to this time to come.t 9For be. 


hold, I am for you, and I will have regard 


for you, and you shall be tilled and sown. 10] 
shall multiply people upon you, upon all 
the house of Israel to the end. The cities 


shall be inhabited, and the ruins shall be 


es 
———————— 


rebuilt. UT shall multiply people and cattle 
upon you, and they will increase and bear 
young. I shall make you inhabited as in 
your beginning, and treat you well as in 
your former times. Then you will know that 
I am the Lord. !2Thus I will beget people 
upon you, My people Israel, and they shall 
inherit you. You shall be as a possession for 
them, and you will not be deprived of chil- 
dren anymore. ” 13Thus says the Lord and 
Master: “Because they say to you, ‘You de- 
vour people, O land, and thus you are be- 
reaved of your nation’; ‘therefore, you 
shall no longer devour people, nor be be- 
reaved of your nation anymore,” says the 
Lord and Master. “No longer will the dis- 
grace of the nations be heard among you, 


nor shall you bear the insults of the peoples 


anymore,” says the Lord and Master. ” 
-= æ The Cleansing of Israel fy 

'6Again the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying,t 17“Son of man, the house of Israel 
dwelt upon their land, but they defiled it by 
their conduct and by their idols and un- 
cleanness. Their conduct before me was 
like the uncleanness of a woman in her cus- 
tomary impurity. 'STherefore I poured out 
My anger on them. !9I scattered them 


| among the nations and dispersed them âs 








chaff into the countries, I judged them at- 
cording to their conduct and their sins. 25° 


when they came to the nations, whereve! 


they went, they desecrated My holy name 
when they said, ‘These are the people of the 
Lord, and they have come > out of His lan: 





36:1-7 The judgment continues against Edom, which today i southern Jordan, 
36:8-15 This prophecy is ultimately fulfilled in the Church, which is the New Israel, 
36:16-38 The earthly Israel is also representative of fallen humanity, which has desecrated God's holy 
name (v. 21). But the Lord will gather (v. 24) both Jew and Gentile from among the nations, and with” 
them establish His Church. 


=. 
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tl spared them for the sake of My h ly 
ye, which the house of Israel desecrated 
mong the nations wherever they went. 





| hus says the Lord: “I will not do this for 


your sake, O house of Israel, but for the sake 


| of My holy name, which you desecrated 


among the nations wherever you went. 
“Thus 1 will sanctify My great name, dese- 
crated among the nations, which you dese- 
crated in. their midst. Then the nations will 
now that I am the Lord, when I am sancti- 


fied among you before their eyes. 24For I will | 


take you from among the nations, gather you 
fom all the lands, and bring you into your 
land.t 3I shall sprinkle clean water on you, 


| and you will be cleansed: from all your un- 


| 37:1-14 This passage is the Great Doxology read at Matins on Great and Holy Saturday. The Fathers. 

at it prophesies the Final Resurrection, “Great is the lovingkindness of the Lord, that the | 
is taken. as a witness of the future resurrection, that we, too might see it with his eyes.. <: We- 
ere how the operations of the Spirit of life are again resumed; we know after what manner the 





| Pphet 


cleanness, and I will also cleanse you from | 


all your idols. “*I shall give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you. Ishall take 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. 271 shall put My Spirit 
within you and cause -you to-walik in Myre- 
quirements, and you will keep My judgments 
and do them. 78You wili dwell in the land I 
gave to your fathers. You «will be My people, 
and | shall be your God, 2°] shall save you 
from all your uncleanness; and ji will call for 


_ the grain and multiply it, and bring no fam- 


ine upon you, 30] shall multiply the fruit of 
your trees and the produce of your fields, that 
you need never again bear the disgrace of 
famine among the nations. 3!Then you will 
member your evil ways and your practices 


Which were not good, and you Shall be angry | 


N your own sight for your lawlessness and 
‘our abominations, 22Not for your sake will I 
(0 this,” says the Lord and Master. “As it shall 


ome known to you, be ashamed and em- 


a Thus says the Lord: | 
ich I shall cleanse you from all your law- 


leach th 


notice h 


usTherefore say to the house of Israel, | 









the cities, and the uninhabited regions will 
be rebuilt. 34The land which was destroyed 
will be cultivated, because it will no longer 
be desolate in the sight of all who pass by. 
‘Thus they will say, ‘That desolate land has 
become like a garden of luxury; and the 
wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now 
fortified and inhabited.’ 46Then the nations 
yet remaining around you will know that I, 
the Lord, have rebuilt the ruined cities and 
planted what was desolate. I, the Lord, have 
spoken it and shall do it.” 

“Thus says the Lord: “For this I shall be 


sought by the house of Israel, that I might 


establish and multiply their people like 
sheep. °8As holy sheep, as the sheep of 
Jerusalem in her feasts, thus shall the 
desert cities be filled with flocks of people. 
Then they will know that Lam the Lord.” ’” 


~n Vision of the Dry Bones -= 


’ Again the hand of the Lord came 

upon me, and brought me by the 
Spirit-of the Lord, and set me in the midst 
of the plain; which was full of human 
bones.' *So He led ‘me round about them, 
and behold, there was a great multitude of 
bones on the face of the plain. They were 
very dry. Then He said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” So I answered, “O 
Lord, You know this.” ‘Then He said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 
‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord to these bones: 
“Behold, I will bring the Spirit of life upon 
you. I will put muscles on you and bring 
flesh upon you. I will cover you with skin 
and put my Spirit into you. Then you shall 


: live and know that I am the Lord.”’ ”~ 
massed of your ways, O house of Israel.” 
“On the day in | 


7So I prophesied as He commanded me; 
and it came to pass while I prophesied that, 
behold, there was a shaking, and the bones 





$ are raised from the opening tombs. .. . And finally, he who has believed that the dead shall'rise 
“nin a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump (for the trumpet shall sound). . . . shall 


an 
Wi ; 
dead b : 


oh up among the first in the clouds to meet Christ in the air’; he who has not believed shall be 
i d subject himself to the sentence by his own unbelief" (AmbM): AAN 

at once perceive that the Creator (Demiurgo) is in this passage represented as vivifying our 

| oneris les, and promising resurrection to them, and resuscitation from their sepulchers and tombs, 


9 Upon them immortality also (He says, ‘For as the tree of life, so shall their days be’), He is 
(Onfe 9 be the only God who accomplishes these things, and as Himself the good Father, benevolently 
Ting life upon those who have not life from themselves” (Iren). | | a 





24-28 This passage is read in the Week of Pentecost, 


a ft) 


~ 
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came together, each one to its joint. 850 | 
looked, and behold, muscle and flesh grew 
upon them, and skin covered them over; 
but no breath was in them. Then He said to 
me, “Prophesy to the wind, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Come from the four winds and 
breathe upon these dead men; and let them 
live.”’” 10Sọ I prophesied as He com- 
manded me, and the Spirit entered into 





them; and they lived and stood upon their | 


feet, an exceedingly great assembly. 
Again the Lord spoke to me, saying, 


“Son of man, these bones are the whole 


house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 


dry, our hope has perished, and we are lost.’ | 


12Therefore prophesy and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will open 
your tombs, bring you up from your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Israel. Then 
vou will know that | am the Lord, when 1 


open your tombs to lead you, My people, up | 


from their graves. 141 will put My Spirit in 
you, and you will live; and I will place you 
in your own land. Then you will know that 
lam the Lord,.i have spoken, and I will do 
it,” says the Lord; ” 
m One Nation and One King > 

5A gain the word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, 16“As for you, son of man, take a rod 
for yourself and write on it, ‘Judah and the 
sons of Israel devoted to him.’ Then take a 
second rod for yourself and write on it, ‘For 
Joseph, the rod of Ephraim, and all the sons 
of Israel added to him,’ "Then you shall join 
them to one another for yourself so as to 
form one rod, and they shall.be in your hand. 

18S jt shall be, when the sons of your 
people speak to you, saying, ‘Will you not 
tell us what you mean by these?’— then 
you will say to them, “Thus says the Lord: 
“Behold, I will take the tribe of Joseph, 


1220, 








which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Israel, who are added to him, and | 
will give them to the tribe of Judah, They 
shall be one rod in the hand of Judah.” 
20The rods on which you write will be in 
your hand before their eyes. 41Then you 
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord and 
Master: “Behold, I will take the whole house 
of Israel from the midst of the nations 
where they went, and will gather them from 
every side, to bring them into the land of Is- 
rael. 221 shall make them one nation in My 
land, even on the mountains of Israel, and 
there will be one Ruler over them. There 
will no longer be two nations, neither shall 
they be divided into two kingdoms any- 
more, 23so as to defile themselves with their 
idols. For I will deliver them from all their 
lawlessness whereby they sinned, and will 
cleanse them. They will be to Me as a peo- 
ple, and I shall be to them as their God. 
244My Servant David shall be the Ruler 
among them, and there will be one Shep- 
herd of them all; for they will walk in My 
ordinances and observe My judgments, and 
do them. 25Then they will dwell in their 
land which I gave Jacob My servant, where 
their fathers dwelt; and they will dwell 
upon it, and My servant David shall be 
their Ruler forever. 261 will make a covenant 
of peace with them. It shall be an everlast- 
ing covenant, and I will establish My sanc- 
tuary in their midst forever. 27My taberna- 
cle shall be among them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people. 2*Then 
the nations will know that I am the Lord 
who sanctifies them, when My sanctuary is 


729°) 


among them forever. 


| = Gog Will Invade Israel o> 
3 Again the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying,t 2“Son of man, set your 


face against Gog and the land of Magog. 


37:15-28 “Ezekiel put together the sticks, the two in one: in the two beams of the Cross, their staves 

have ceased. The two sticks, as it were wings, bore the people: lo! his two staves were broken, even as 
his wings. The bosom and wings of the Cross, He opened in mercy: its pinions bowed and bore the na- 
tions, to go to Eden. It is akin to the Tree of Life, and unto the son of its stock: it leads its beloved that 


on its boughs, they may feed on its fruits” (Ephs). 


38:1—39:29 The names of these nations are not meant to lead us to specific historical circumstances OF 
places, whether past, present, or future; rather, they should be viewed as representing all the enemies 
of God, which have been persecuting His Church since the beginning. Indeed, St. Gregory the Great 
remarks that, where that which comes from the south is taken to be a symbol for the warmth of the 
Holy Spirit, that which comes from the north is taken to mean the devil, “because the former loosens 
with heat and the latter constrains with cold.” The Church takes the biblical term the last days (38:16) 
to mean the time since Pentecost, the Church age, though there will be a final battle at the end of the 
age, after which Satan will be cast into the abyss forever (Rev 20; 10). Gog and Magog: See Rev 20:8-10 


and note. 
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-of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, a 
against him, ’and say to him, 
hus says the Lord and Master: “Behold, | 
„m against you, O Gog, the ruler of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal. “I shall gather you and 


rmed with breastplates, and a large as- 
sembly with shields, helmets, and swords— 
slong with Persians, Ethiopians, and 


Libyans with shields and helmets, ®and also | 


Gomer and all belonging to him, and the 
house of Togarmah from the far north and 
all belonging to him, and many nations 


with you. 


=: 


‘ay to 





Be prepared; prepare yourself and all 
your gathering assembled with you; and 
you will be as an advance guard for Me. 
‘He will be prepared after many days, and 
will come in the last years. He will come 
into the land turned away from the sword, 
when many are gathered together from the 


nations against the land of Israel, which 


was entirely a desert! and he will come 
forth from the nations against all who 
dwell in peace. *You shali arrive like rain, 
like a cloud to cover the land, you and all 
your army and the many nations with you.” 
Thus says the Lora and Master: “In 
that day it shall also come to’ pass that 


and who dwell in a land that has no wall, 
and neither bars nor gates, !2to plunder 
hem and take spoils,’ I will turn your hand 
a&ainst a nation gathered from many na- 


habitants in the midst of the land. Sheba, 


‘ll their villages shall say to you, ‘You come 
4 Dlunder, to capture a prey and take 
oils. You gather your assembly to take sil- 
and gold, and to carry off possessions 
lake spoils,’ ” ’ | 

Therefore, son of man, prophesy and 
Not g Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Will you 
tel aoe in that day, the day My people ls- 
from well in peace? !5Yes, you will come 
md gp o Place out of the far north, you 
ON ho © many nations with you, all riding 
amy BES, a great assembly and a mighty 
Nae Jj You will come upon My people Is- 
to ke a cloud to cover the land. It shall 
brin, (2 Pass in the last days that I will 


Iq 


lone YOU against My land, that all the na- 
_ May know Me when I am sanctified in 


„ll your army—horses and horsemen. all | 


words will arise in your heart, and you will | 
| think evil thoughts. For you will say, ‘I will 
£0 up to the rejected land. I will’ come 
| &ainst those who live in peace and quiet, 


tons, which acquired possessions and in- 


“dan, and Carthaginian merchants and | 






Master to Gog, “You are he of whom | 
spoke in former days by the hand of My 
servants the prophets of Israel, in those 
days and years, that I would bring you up 
against them. | 


=. Gog Is Judged 7- 

\8“Thus it shall come to pass in that day, 
the day Gog comes against the land of Is- 
rael,” says the Lord and Master, !°“that My 
anger and jealousy shall arise in the fire of 
My wrath. I have spoken, ‘Certainly in that 
day there shall be a great earthquake in the 
land of Israel. 29Even the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the sky, the wild animals of the 
plain, all the reptiles that creep on the 
ground, and all the people on the face of 
the land will shake because of the Lord’s 
presence. Also, the mountains will break 
apart, the valleys will be done away with, 
and every wall will fall to the ground.’ 2! 


-will-also summon every fear against Gog,” 


says the Lord, “for the sword of every man 
shall be against his brother. 27] will judge 
him with death and bloodshed, and I will 
send a flooding rain and hailstones, and 
fire and brimstone against him and every- 
one with him, and also against the many 
nations with him. 22For I shall be magni- 
fied, sanctified, and glorified, and known in 
the sight of many nations. Then they shall 


know that I am the Lord, ” 
39 “As for you, son of man, prophesy 
against Gog and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: “Behold, | am against you, O Gog, the 
ruler of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 21 will 
gather and guide you, and raise you up 
from the far north, and bring you upon the 
mountains of Israel. 3Then I will destroy 
the bow in your left hand and the arrows in 


~ The Defeat of Gog -= 


your right hand; and I will cast you down 


upon the mountains of Israel. *For you and 
all with you shall fall, and I shall give the 
nations with you to the multitude of birds, 
to every fowl. But I will give you to all the 
wild animals of the field to be devoured, 
5for you will fall on the face of the open 
plain, because | have spoken,” says the 
Lord. “I will also send fire upon Gog, and 
the coastal peoples shall dwell in peace. 


"Then they will know that I am the Lord, 
Tand My holy name will be known in the 
| midst of My people Israel; and My holy 


name will no longer be desecrated. The na- 
tions will also know that | am the Lord, the 






EZEKIEL 39:8 





Holy One in Israel, “Behold, it isicoming: 


and you will know it shall be,” says the 


Lord and Master. 
“This is the day of which I have spoken. 
Those who dwell in the cities of Israel will 


also go out and make a fire with the. 


weapons: the shields and spears, the bows 
and arrows, and the javelins and lances; 


and they shall keep the fire burning for | 


seven years. !°So they will not take any 
wood from the field, nor cut down any of 
the forests; rather, they will burn the 
weapons, and plunder those who plun- 
dered them, and despoil those who took 
spoils from them,” says the Lord. 


-® A Burial for Gog > 
ll“Jn that day it shall come to pass that I 
will give Gog a place of renown; a monu- 
ment in Israel, a common burial place of 
those who come to the sea. There they shall 
bury Gog and a!! his multitude round about 


the edge of the valley, and it will be called | 


the Burial Place of Gog. The house of Is- 
rael shall bury them, that the land may be 


Lord. “So they will appoint men’ continu- 
ally to pass through the land to bury those 
bodies yet on the ground, to cleanse it by 
the end of seven months; and they will seek 
them out. SEveryone who passes through 


the land and sees a man’s bone will also set | 


a marker by it, until the’ grave diggers shall 
bury it in the Burial Place of Gog. “Indeed, 


the name of the city shall be Burial Place. | 


Thus the land will be cleansed.’ ” 


s An Assembly of Triumph > 

17“As for you, son of man, say, “Thus says 
the Lord: “Speak to every sort of bird and 
every wild animal of the field: ‘Assemble 
yourselves and come; gather together from 
all sides to My sacrifice which | offered up 
for you, a great sacrifice on the mountains 
of Israel, and you will eat meat and drink 
blood. '*You will eat the flesh of mighty 
men and drink the blood of the rulers of the 


earth: the rams, the young bulls, and the 


male goats; for they are all fatted animals, 





40:2, 3 St. Gregory the Great sees Christ in both the high mountain and the man. The city is the heav- 









You will eat fat until you are full, and 


sacrifice which I slaughtered for you. You 
will be filled at My table, eating horse and 
rider, and the mighty man, and every war- 
rior, says the Lord. 


21*] will set: My glory in your midst, and 


all the nations will see My judgment which 
I executed, and My hand which I laid on 
them. 22Then the house of Israel will know 
that I am the Lord their God from this day 
forward. 22All the nations will also know 
that the house-of Israel was led into captiv- 
ity on account of their sins, because they 
rejected Me. Sol turned My face away from 
them and delivered them into the hands of 
their enemies; and they all fell by the 
sword. 24According to their uncleanness 


and according to their lawless actions | 
dealt with them; and turned My face away 
from them.” 

25‘Therefore thus says the Lord and Mas- 


ter: “Now-I1 will turn back the captivity of 


Jacob and have mercy on the house of Is- 
rael: and I will be jealous for the sake of My 


holy name, 2°They shall bear their dishonor 
cleansed’ in the ‘space’ of seven’ months: | 
Yes, ali the people of the land will bury | 
them and it shall be a placeof renown for | 
them’in the day twas magnified,” says the | 


and the wrongdoing they committed when 
they dwelt upon the land in peace; and 
there shall be no one-to frighten them. 
27Thus when I bring them back from the 
nations and gather them from the countries 
of the nations, I will be sanctified among 


them in the sight of the nations. 2®Then they 


will know that I am the Lord their God, 
when I reveal Myself to them among the 


nations. 29But I will not turn away My face 
from them anymore, because I poured out 
My anger on the house of Israel,” says the 
Lord and Master. ” 
œu Ezekiel’s Vision: New City, 
New Temple = 

4 ‘Again in the twenty-fifth year of 

our captivity, in the first month, on 
the tenth day of the month, in the four- 
teenth year after the city was captured, on 
the very same day, the hand of the Lord 
was upon me. 2He took me in a vision of 
God into the land of Israel and set me ona 
very high mountain. On it, but opposite 
from me, was something like the structure 


of a city,t 3He took me there, and behold, 


there was a man whose appearance was 
like the appearance of gleaming bronze. He 


enly Jerusalem, the Church (Heb 12:22). The builder's cord symbolizes the truth taught by the apostles. 
The measuring rod signifies Holy Scripture, Christ stood at the gate “because in His humanity He ap- 
peared visible, and in His divinity He remained unseen” (GrgGt). Compare Rev 21:9-27. Í 






he hand, and he stood at the gate. Then 


| W 


consisting of a-cubit and a handbreadth, 


-gructure, one measuring stick, and the 


| sairs, and measured across the entrance of 
the gate, one measuring stick wide.t /Each 





Stick long: and the entrance was five cubits. 


ing stick wide and one measuring stick 


bay 2 Three... chambers on each si Sit (G 
| are "kindled wi e of the Irin arg ! 
kindled with the love of th y hile the thirteen cubits (v. 11) illustrates the increased 


| M15 fj 





tas. EZEKIEL 40:20 


a 
m 


s cord and a measuring rod in 








trance to the gate, ten cubits, and the length 
of the gate, thirteen cubits. The dimen- 
sions of the front of the gate chambers were 
equal, and the gate chambers were six cu- 
bits on this side and six cubits on that side. 
'3Then he measured the gate from the roof 
of one gate chamber to the roof of the other, 
and the width was twenty-five cubits, from 
one gate to the other. '4He measured the 
open inner court of the gate chamber, sixty 
cubits high, and there were twenty gate 
chambers all around. !°From the open court 
of the gate outside into the open inner court 
of the gate chamber within was fifty cubits. 
l6There were hidden windows in the gate 
chambers and in their entrances on the in- 
| side of the gate all around, and likewise the 
entrances had hidden windows all around. 
There were windows all around on the in- 
side. and on each entrance chamber were 
A asd Ornamental palm trees, equally displayed 
gate chamber was one measuring stick | pon one side and the other.t i aa 
long and one measuring’ stick ;wide. Be- |- Then he brought’ me into the inner 
tween the gate chambers wes a space OF SiX | court: an d behold. there were temple cham- 
cubits, and the second gate chamber Was bers and pillars all around the court: thirty 
one measuring stick wide, one measuring | chambers among the pillars: The porches 
'were behind the’ gates; corresponding to 
the same length of the gates was the under- 
lying pillar. Then he measured the width 
of the court, from the open air court of the 
gate which was to the outside to the open 
| air court of the gate which faces out, a hun- 
dred cubits to the court which faces east. 
=~ The North Gate => | 
Then he led me to the north side, and 
behold, there was the gate facing north to 


builder’ 
15 ; ii 
e manisaid to me, Son of man, have you 
ell this? Look with your eyes and hear 
jth your ears, and fix your heart on every- 
ing | show you, for you were brought 
pere that I might show them to you. For you 
shall reveal to the house of Israel every- 
hing you see. 
« The East Gate of the Temple 7> 

‘Now there was a wall around the entire | 
outside of the house. In the man’s hand was 
, measuring stick, six cubits long, each 


ond he measured the width of the wall | 


height, one measuring: stick.t "Then. he 
went to the gate which faced east, up seven 





The third gate chamber was one measur- 


long. "The neighboring entrance was eight 
cubits, and the gatepost was two. cubits, 
also the outer entrance of the gate. 

“The gate chambers were three on one 
ide and three on the other. There was one | 
measurement to all three and one measure- 
ment to the entrances on this side and the 
hert He measured the width of the en- | 


40:5-7 St. Gregory the Great sees in the wall a type of the Incarnation in the womb of the Virgin (see 
526:1); indeed, Church hymns to the Theotokos call her “a'wall unshaken." Six cubits represent the 
ative life, “because God completed all His works on the sixth day.” A handbreadth, which is “from the 
*venth, but falls short,” signifies the contemplative life. OBEY NOX: i yy (eeu 
M:6-9 St Gregory the Great interprets the meaning of the gates in four ways: as signifying Christ Sao: 
Mh 10:1, 2), the preachers of truth (Rev 21:21), the Scriptures, and the faith. The seven stairs (v. 6) sig- ~ 
ly the “sevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit” (see Is 11:2, 3). The chambers are “the hearts of those 
9e soul is joined through love with the Unseen Bridegroom.” The length, he writes, signifies long > 
"9 for God, and the breadth is love for neighbor. Five cubits (v. 7) signifies the five outer senses. Eight 
gas W. 9) signifies spiritual perfection and the final day of resurrection. Two cubits illustrates a life 
tis “led daily through charity to love of God and neighbor alike." | Tore eo 
, de signifies that the hearts of both Old and New Testament ^ 
Gt). The ten cubits (v. 11) points to the perfection 








j 
bone” as seen in the Ten Gonmana nen’ Ww 
ge of the Trinity revealed in C iste) yi) Ons HDS OTN RCTS) ed EN RRS hae 
3 : Ab ure erfection will be in the ` 
(seven s one) signifies eternal rest, “because our every perfe | | bein the ` 
| templation A pguenee api nies whom there will be for us no lack of salvation and joy, Hence 
re vlee, ie., the fiftieth year, was also given for rest” (GrgGt, see Lv K AOR ral | : wt i 
TE u: ce PIED RENE E N ei nfibteay , icl ighten the sou 
troy idden windows, like icons, provide glimpses of heayaniyig em m Sys Hay 
Sh contemplation; while palm trees signify the rewards Of VICtONy Waly Nes h 
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the outer court, and he measured its length 
and its width.t 2!Its gate chambers, three on 
this side and three on that side, its 
gateposts and its porches, and palm trees, 
and they were the same measurement of 





the gate which faces to the east: its length | 


was fifty cubits and its width twenty-five 
cubits. 22Its windows, its doorposts, and 
also its palm trees were just like the gate 
facing east, and it was ascended by seven 
steps, and the doorpost within, 23A gate of 
the inner court was opposite the northern 
sate; in the same manner as the eastern 
cate, and he measured from gate to gate, 
one hundred cubits. 


=~ The South Gate 7 
Then he brought me toward the south, 


and behold, a.gate was facing south; and he | 
measured its gate chambers, gateposts, and | 


archways according io these same mea- 
surements. There- were windows in it and 
in its archways all around like those win- 
dows. Its length was fifty cubits and. its 
width twenty-five cubits. “Seven steps led 
up to it, and its gateposts were within; and 
it had palm trees on ils 
this side and one on that side. 27There was 
also a gate on the inner court, facing south, 
and he measured from gate to gate toward 


the south, one hundred cubits, in the | 


southerly direction.’ 
=, The Inner Court > 


28Then he brought me to the inner court 
through the southern gate, and he mea- 
sured the southern gate according to these 
same measurements. **Also its gate cham- 
bers, its gateposts, and its archways were 
according to these same measurements, 
and there were windows in it and in its 
archways all around. It was fifty cubits 
long and twenty-five cubits wide. °*’ There 
was the porch into the outer court, and 





oii eae aa 
palm trees were on its gatepost, and going 


sateposts, one on | 





40:20-28 St. Gregory sees the north gate as being for the Gentiles, beginners, and repentant sinners: 









up to it were eight steps. 

31Then he brought me to the gate facing 
east, and he measured it according to these 
same measurements. *Its gate chambers, 
its gateposts, and its archways were ac- 
cording to these same measurements. 
There were windows in it and in its arch- 
ways all around, and it was fifty cubits long 
and twenty-five cubits wide. 33There were 
porches opening into the inner court, and 
palm trees were on its gateposts, on this 
side and on that side; and going up to it 
were eight steps. 
34Then he brought me to the north gate 


| and measured it according to these same 


measurements— also its gate chambers, 
its gateposts, and its archways. It had win- 
dows all around, and its length was fifty cu- 
bits and its width twenty-five cubits. ‘Its 
porches were toward the outer court, and 
there were palm trees on its gateposts, on 
this side and on that side, and going up to it 


were eight steps. 


=. A Place for the Sacrifices and 
_ the Priests => 
37There were its chambers and its 
gateposts at its gate, Sand a drain. for the 
second gate, so they might slay in it the sin 
offerings and trespass offerings. 39Behind 
the drain line for the whole burnt offerings 
of the gate which faces north, there were 


‘two tables placed toward the east, and be- 


hind the second gate and its gate chamber, 
there were two tables toward the east. 
40Four tables were on this side and four ta- 
bles on that side, and behind the gate, there 
were eight tables on which they slaugh- 
tered the sacrifices. *! There were also four 
tables of hewn stone for the whole burnt of- 
ferings, two cubits long, one cubit and a 
half wide, and one cubit high. On these 
they laid the instruments with which they 


while the south gate is for believing Jews who had the Law, as well as “the fervent in spirit who, kin- 
dled by the heat of the Holy Spirit, grow up in virtues as in the noonday light.” i 
40:27 St. Gregory sees the outer gates as imaging the Old Testament prophets, and the inner gates as 


imaging the Holy Apostles. 


40:31-33 The east gate signifies Christ's entrance into the world through the womb of the Theotokos 
(see 44:1-4 and note). Eight steps “signify the mysteries of that life which the perfect understand j ly 
| o 


their secret hearts; those who already know how mentally to transcend all temporal things; wh 


oW 


despise the present life which turns through a cycle of seven days; who feed on inward contemplat on’ 


(GrgGt). 


40:39-48 Here the vision concerns the heavenly altar (v. 46), imaged in the Divine Liturgy, where the 
saints offer their whole being to God in raise and worship. See Heb 13:10-19 and notes. The court !5 


the foursquare fullness of the Church, w 


ich operates in faith, hope, charity, and good works. | 
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| squghtered the whol 





whole burnt offerings a 
e sacrifices. ‘Inside were projections 
newn out, a handbreadth wide, all around, 
nd over the tables above, there were little 
pofs to cover from the rain and the drying 


"Then he led me into the inner court, 
and behold, there were two halls in the in- 
ner court, one behind the gate which faces 
north and bearing to the south, and the 
pher behind the gate which faces to the 
south and bearing to the north. “So he said 
io me, “This hall which faces south is for 
| the priests who have charge of the temple. 
The hall which faces north is for the 
priests who have charge of the altar. These 
are the sons of Zadok, from the sons:of 
Levi, who come near the Lord to minister 
iiturgically to Him.” “6Then he measured 
the court, one hundred cubits long and one 
hundred cubits wide, foursquare. The altar 
of sacrifice was in front of the house. 
‘Then he brought me to the entrance 
chamber of the house and measured the 
doorpost of the entrance charnber, five cu- 
bits on this side and five cubits on that side: 
and the width of the doorway was fourteen 
cubits; and the sills of the door to the en- 
tance chamber were three by three on 
each side. 48The length: of the entrance 
chamber was twenty cubits, and the width 


ee 


—z 


en steps; and there were pillars by the en- 
rance chamber, one on this side and an- 


other on that side. 
4] Then he brought me into the temple 
f and measured its entrance, six Cu- 
lls wide on one side and six cubits wide 
‘nthe other side.t 2The width of the entry- 


= The Temple Interior => 


"ere five cubits on this side and five cubits 


e Ne other side; and he measured its 
“gth, forty cubits, and its width, twenty 
ms ‘He also went into the inner court 
d measured the posts of the doorway, 
bi Cubits; and the doorway itself, six cu- 
$ high; and the width of the sills, seven 


E> =! 





Omb is more spacious than the heavens.” 








nd | cubits, 


welve cubits, and one would ascend it by | 


"ay was ten cubits, and the sills of the gate- 


Ha) The prophet is brought into the inner sanctuary, which is an image of the human soul. The tem- 
‘a type of the Theotokos, who held God the Word in her womb. For more on this imagery, see 
i. The untouched wall.also images the Theotokos. See 40:5-7; 43:1-3 and notes. 
lito y,, € Side chambers that became wider as they went up illustrate the heart that grows by grace 

(1.4. € 'keness of God, as well as the growth and unity of the Church united in Christ. } 
, th ‘12 North... south: See 40:20, 27 and notes. The light is the light of Christ present in every hu- 
ou, 9 (in, 1:9), The open space within the house brings to mind a hymn we sing to the Theotokos: 


sa EZEKIEL 41:15 
‘He measured the length of the 





| doors, forty cubits, and the width, twenty 


cubits, in front of the sanctuary; and he 
said to me, “This is the holy of holies.” 


œ The Wall and Its Chambers er. 


°Next he measured the wall of the house, 
six cubits. The width of each. side all 
around was four cubits on every side. The 
side chambers were thirty-two in number, 
each next to the other, and the layout along 
the wall of the house all around was so one 
could see that all of them went together, 
and that nowhere did they touch the walls 
of the house. 7As one went up from story to 
story, the side chambers became wider all 
around, because their supporting ledges in 
the wall of the temple ascended like steps; 
therefore, the width of the structure in- 
creased as one went up from the lowest 
story to the highest, by way of the middle 


| one.t 8The side chambers of the house all 


around were of a high layout of sides, equal 
in measurement. to one measuring stick. 


The layout was six cubits: The thickness of 


the outer wall of the side chambers was 
five cubits, and the open spaces between 
the sides of the house “and the halls mea- 
sured twenty cubits in width, all around the 
sides of the house. !!The doors of the halls 
led to the open space: the one door led 
north, and the other door led south; and the 
width of the light of the open space was 
five cubits in width all around.t That 
which made a boundary before the open 
space, like the edge of the sea, was seventy 
cubits wide; and the width of the wall 
which bordered was five cubits all around, 
and its length ninety cubits. 

\3Then he measured in front of the 
house, one hundred cubits long, and the 
open spaces and their boundaries and 
walls were one hundred cubits long. Also 
the width of the face of the house, along 
with the open spaces before it, was one 
hundred cubits. '5Then he measured the 
length of the boundary in front separating 
the open space, with its galleries on the one 
side and on the other side, one hundred 





EZEKIEL 41:16 


cubits. The temple, its corners and the outer 
entrance area, !*their thresholds and the 
latticed doors, were set so the narrow open- 
ings would give light through narrow open- 
ings to all three stories, like that of a fish- 
net. The house and all the neighboring 
structures all around were paneled with 
wood, the floor and from the floor up to the 
doorways, and the doorways opened up all 
three stories into the shaded light.t 


~ The Holy Images > 

I7As far as the nearby wall of the inner 
and outer courts and along upon the wall 
all around within and without? !8were de- 
picted cherubim and palm trees, between 
cherub and cherub. Each cherub had two 
faces. the face of a man toward a palm 
tree-on one side, and the face of a lion to- 








ward a palm tree on the other side. Thus it | 


was. depicted throughout the house all 
around: From the floor to the threshold, 
the cherubim: and the palm trees were in- 
terspersed upon the wails. : 

21The holy place and the temple were 
laid out Square, and along the face of the 


sanctuary was what looked like:a wooden | 


altar.t-22Its height was three cubits. and its 
length and’ breadth, two cubits. It had 
horns, and its ascent and walls were 
wooden. Then he said to me, “This is the 
table that is before the presence of the 
Lord.” 22The temple and the holy place had 


two doors. 24The doors had two panels | 


apiece, two folding panels on hinges: two 
panels for one door and two panels for the 
other door. 2°Depictions were upon them, 
cherubim and palm trees upon the door- 


ways of the temple, like the depiction of the | 
sanctuary, and excellent kinds of wood, as | 


in front of the entrance without, along with 
hidden windows. 2°He measured from one 
side to the other along the canopies of the 
entrance chamber, and the sides’ of the 
house were joined together. 


41:16 The shaded light illustrates that the light of Christ's g 
while we are on this earth, we see as ina mirror dimly (1Co 13:12). Compare the term 


3-6, The wood panels point to Christ's humanity (see Ex 25:10, 11 and note): 
ignify Christ as man and as lion of Judah (see Gn 49:9-1 


to bear it; for 
fishnet to 47:10; Jn 21 
41:17-19 The two faces of the cherubim s 
note), Fi 

41:21 The wooden altar is symbolic of the Cross. 
42:1-8 Five halls in the outer court, to the east, 


eS 





joining the open 


| the pillar which was 








an, The Outer Court 7: 

A ve Then he brought me out into the 
outer court, to the east, in front of 
the gate which faces north; and he brought 
me, and behold, there were five halls ad- 
space and five halls ad- 
joining the boundary facing north,* 2up to 
a hundred cubits long toward the north, 
and the width was fifty cubits, 3]aid out in 


a pattern the same way as the gates lead- 
ing into the 


inner court and the pillars of 
the outer court, and broken up into gal- 
leries of three stories in height. 4In front of 
the halls there was a walk ten cubits wide 
and up to a hundred cubits in length. Their 
doorways faced north. 5Now the upper 
walkways were just the same, because the 
pillars projected out from them, namely, 
below; thus was the 
pillar and the layout for the porches. SFor 
they were in three stories and did not have 


pillars like the pillars of the outer courts: 


therefore, the upper level was projected 
out more than the lower and middle levels 
from the ground up. There was light from 
without, as in the halls of the outer court 
which were facing the halls toward the 
north; they were fifty cubits in length. 
8Because the length of the halls which face 
the outer court was fifty cubits, and these 
were standing over against them, thus the 
whole was one hundred cubits. 9Now there 
were doors of these halls at the entrance 
way for an outlet to the east, so one might 
enter through them from the outer court,t 
1\0by the light which strikes at the head of 


the entrance. 


| œ Halls for the Priest => 

Along to the south, along the open 
space and the boundary, there were halls, 
uand there was a walk in front of them 
also, according to the measurement of the 
halls facing north. They were as long and 
as wide as the others, and so were al 





lory is revealed to man as far as he is able 


2. and 


illustrate the five human senses directed toward Christ. 


The halls of ten (i.e., the Law) by one hundred (i.e,, perfection) cubits, together with the upper walk- 
ways, illustrate a lifetime of obedience, good works, and repentance leading upward to heaven. Fifty: 


See 40:15 and note. i 
42:9, 10 Christ is the Door, the Orient (east), 


heavenly places. 





the light, the head, and the way for all who enter the 


















nei exits and entrances and all their 
ight and doorways. “So were the mea- 
res of the entrances toward the south, 
| “cording to the doorways at the head of 
ne walkway, as it were, the distance of a 
œd for light, and eastward as one went 
in bY them. Ae | 
uThen he said to me, “The halls toward 
he north and the halls toward the south. 
according to the pattern of the layout, are 
he halls of the holy place, where the 
priests who approach the Lord will eat the 
most holy offerings. There they will place 
the most holy offerings, the sacrifices— 
the sin offering and the trespass offer- 
-ing—for the place is holy.t !4They shall not 
enter there, except for the priests. They 
shall not go out of there into the outer 
court, so those who draw near may be 
holy continually, and that nothing might 
touch their vestments in which they serve. 
because it is the holy place. They shail put 
on other garments when they touch the 
| people.” 





| ~. The Temple Exterior -= 
‘Now the measurement of the whole 
louse was completed within. Then he led 
me along the way of the gate which faces 
‘ast, and measured the whole pattern of 
| te house all around in its plan.t '!6He stood 
hind the gate which faces east and mea- 
ured five hundred measuring stick units of 


measurement. !7Then he turned to the. 


wrth side and measured five hundred 
ieasuring Stick units of measurement. 

en he turned toward the west and 
measured five hundred measuring stick 
of measurement. !°Then he turned to- 


EF 
5 


| ‘ard the south and measured five hundred | 


suring stick units of measurement. 


oe four directions were the same mea- 
me and he planned it out, and the 

i 3sing wall all around was five hundred 
| dt the east and five hundred units in 
| Wee lor setting out the boundary wall be- 
bin € holy precinct and the remaining 
) + of the house. 
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EZEKIEL 43:11 


æ The Glory of the Lord Fills 
the Temple .~. 

Then he brought me to the gate, the 

gate that faces toward the east, and 
led me out.t 2Behold, the glory of the God 
of Israel was approaching from the way of 
the gate which faces east, The sound of His 
camp was like the sound of many voices re- 
doubled upon each other, and the earth 
shone forth His glory with a brightness all 
around. °The vision I saw was like the vi- 
sion I saw when entered to anoint the city, 
and the vision of the chariot I saw was like 








the vision I saw by the River Chebar:; so I 


fell on my face. 4Then the glory of the Lord 
entered into the house by way of the gate 
which faces toward the east. 5The Spirit 
lifted me up and brought me into the inner 
court, and behold, the house was full of the 
Lord’s glory. 

‘Then I stood, and behold, there was a 
voice from the house, and a Man was 


standing with me. 7He said to me, “Son of 


man; you have seen the place of My throne 


and the place of the soles of My feet, where 


| will dwell.in the midst of the house of Is- 
rael forever. No more will the house of Is- 
rael defile My holy name, they nor their 
leaders, by their fornication or murders of 
the leaders in their midst. 8When they set 
My threshold by their thresholds, and My 
doorpost by their doorposts, with a wall be- 
tween them and Me, they desecrated My 
holy name by their lawlessness, and I de- 
stroyed them in My anger and with slaugh- 
ter. ’Now let them remove their fornication 
from My presence, and the murders of their 
leaders, and | will dwell in their midst for- 
ever, 

l0“As for you, son of man, explain this 
house to the house of Israel, and they will 
cease from the shame of their sins; and de- 
scribe to them its vision and its plan. They 
shall take the chastisements for all the 
things they did, and you shall describe the 
house, its design, its exits, and its sub- 


stance, and all its ordinances. You shall 


make known its laws to them and write 


“il 14 Under the Law, the holy place was accessible only to the priests, but in Christ, all who draw 
Ny N faith and love may partake of the most holy things. 
3,4 0 He measured the house all around: Compare Rev 21:9-27, | 

12 The Prophet was led , . . out from the east gate, the glory of the Lord entered, and then the 
ana shut (44:1), According to the Fathers, this passage, together with 44:1-5, foreshadows the In- 
| hed on, When the Holy Spirit overshadowed the Virgin in the Temple and the Son of God was con- 
er Womb (Lk 1:26-38). The sound of many voices (v. 2) is echoed by the “multitude of the 
9st” announcing the Advent of Christ to the shepherds (Lk 2:13), 


sou 5S ot 

J Types of both Christ and Mary, His Mother, fill the Old Testament. Indeed, most of the 

) Old Testament types of Mary—a natural consequence of her essential role in the 

IL, Incarnation of her Son, Jesus Christ—reveal the awesome marvel of her womb which 

‘w= contained the almighty God. Referring to Genesis 2:9, the hymnography of the Church 
> sees the garden of Eden as a type of Mary: “Rejoice, .. . O living Paradise, having the 

Lord, the Tree of Life, in your midst” (Akathist Hymn). The burning bush beheld by Moses 

in the wilderness (Ex 3:1-6) is one of the most often mentioned types of Mary. For example, 

“She is the Bush springing from barren ground [her mother, St Anna, had been barren] and 







burning with the immaterial fire that cleanses and enlightens our souls” (Small Vespers, 
Nativity of the Theotokos). St. John of Damascus observes, “The burning bush is an image of 
God’s Mother... . If, therefore, the ground where the image, of the Theotokos was seen by 
Moses is holy ground [Ex 3:5], how much more holy is the image itself?” | int 

The tabernacle in the wilderness, where God dwelt among the wandering, Israelites | 
(Ex 25:]—27:19), also prefigures Mary: “The tabernacle that 1s to hold God, the sanctuary of 
the glory, has chosen to dwell in the holy temple” (Matins, Entry of the Theotokos into the 
Temple). Another hymn from this service addresses her as “O Holy of Holies,” identifying her 
with the most holy inner place of the tabernacle and the temple (Ex 26:33; 3Kg 8:6). . 

Other Old Testament types of Mary relating to the Lord dwelling in her womb include 
the jar of manna (Ex 16:33, 34); Aaron’s rod that budded (Nm 17:16-23); the tablet of the 
Law “written with the finger of God” (Ex 31:18); the ladder reaching from‘earth to heaven 
(Gn 28:10-17); the fleece that received the'dew (Jdg 6:36-38; see Ps 71:1-6); the tongs bear- 
inig the live coal (1s 6:6); and the fiery’ furnace in Babylon (Dan 3:19-50). Concerning this last 
image, the hymnographcr St. Cosmas of Maiuma writes, “The furnace moist with dew was the 
image and figure of a wonder past nature. For it burned not the Children whom it had 
received, even as the fire of the Godhead consumed not the Virgin’s womb into which it had 
descended” (Matias; Nativity of Christ). | Ae . VA ad Foal | pot 

The miracle of the Virgin Birth is another prominent theme among the Old Testament 
types of Mary. One‘ of the most striking of these is found in Ezekiel 43:27—44:4, the only 
Old Testament passage read at all four of the major Feasts of the Theotokos. This reading tells 
about the east gate of the heavenly temple remaining shut even as the Lord God of Israel, and 
He alone, goes in and out through it. This is prophetic of the Lord entering Mary’s womb 
and being born nine months later with her virginity remaining intact. Hence in various hymns 
the Church proclaims her as “the Gate that looks towards the East,” “the Gate through which 
none may pass,” and “the East Gate .. . [who] awaits the entrance of the Great Priest.” 

Another such image occurs in Daniel 2:45, where the Theotokos is the mountain out of 
whom a stone (that is, Christ; 1Co 10:4) is cut “without hands.” This refers to Christ's birth 
from the Virgin, untouched by a man. ahi ete | 

Mary is the culmination of the whole history of the ancient Hebrews. She is the perfec- 
tion to which all of faithful Israel aspired through the long centuries of preparation for 
the coming of the Messiah, beginning with the promise given to Abraham: “God prom- 
ised to our forefather Abraham that in his seed the Gentiles would be blessed 
[Gn 22:18], O pure Lady; and through thee today, the promise receives its - f 
fulfillment” (Matins, Annunciation), Sine nt acidahia ra oaktat 
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| Mary, Th 








out in their sight. Then they will’ keep 

h My requirements and all My ordinances 

"4 perform them. 'You will also show 
em . . 

n yntaintop and all its boundaries round- 

pout. It shall all be most holy. 


«~ Measurements of the Altar . 


“These are the measurements of the al- 
iar in cubits (where a cubit equals one cu- 


| pit and a handbreadth): from the drain up 
ane cubit high and one cubit: wide, with a 


projection all around its edge of one span, 


| This is the height of the altar:t the depth 
of the hollow, which jis toward the great 


mercy seat, below this, two. cubits;.and its 
width, one cubit; and from the little mercy 
seat to the great mercy.seat,,four cubits: 
and the width, one cubit. 25The altar. shall 


be four cubits, and, from: the altar’ and 
_ above the four horns, one cubit. !6The altar 
shall be twelve cubits long, up to fourteen | 
| wide, in its four directions, !’andiits projec- | 
| tion which goes all around it on all:sides is 
| a half of a cubit, so, the-outcropping: all 
| avund is a cubit! Its stairs face to the east.” 


‘Then He said toime, “Somof man, thus 


' says the Lord, the-God of Israel:These are 
| the ordinances forthe aitar.on the day ofits 


construction, for: offering up: whole burnt 
offerings and pouring’ out blood ‘on _it.t 
"You shall offer'a young bull for a sin of- 
fering to the priests, the Levites, who:are of 


he seed of Zadok, who approach’ Me ‘to | 


minister liturgically to:Me,’ says'the Lord 
bod. 2”"They shall take some ofvits blood 
aid put it on the four horns of the altar, on 
€ four corners of the mercy seat, and on 


© Step around it; and they shall make 


4onement for it: 2!Then they shall take the 


| 9313-17 The altar here, as well as the altar in the Church, images the heavenly altar. The altar js 
P of the righteous man, which lays upon itself before His eyes as many sacrifices as it has done good 
the drain of the altar but the patience of good men, which, while it humbles the _ 


ds, And What is 


futa 
Sun of 


fig 9 
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faces toward the east, but it was shut.t 2So 





EZEKIEL 44:4 








calf of the sin offering and consume it by 
fire in the appointed placé, set apart from 


| the house, outside the sanctuary. 22On the 
the diagram of the house to be on the | 


second day they shall take two kids of 
goats without blemish for a sin offering, 
and they shall make atonement for the al- 
tar, as they made atonement with the calf. 
3After they finish the atonement, they 
shall offer a calf from the herd without 
blemish, anda ram from thé flock without 
blemish. 24They shall offer them before the 
Lord; and the priests shall throw salt on 
them and offer them üp as whole burnt of- 
ferings to the Lord. “Every day for seven 
days, you shall prepare a goat for a sin of- 


fering; and you shall prepare a calf and a 


ram from the flock, and they shall offer 
them without blemish for seven days. 26So 
they shall make atonement for the altar, 
and purify it, and fill their hands. 27It will 
be when these days are over, on the eighth 
day, the priests shall offer your whole burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings on the 
altar, and I shall accept you,’ says. the 
Lord.” TPY 


œ The East Gate Is for the Lord m 
Then He brought me back to the 
outer gate of the sanctuary that 


the Lord said to me, “This gate shall be 
shut. It shall;not be opened, and no man 
shall pass through it, because the Lord God 
of Israel will enter by it; therefore, it.shall 
be shut, *As for the prince, he will sit.in.it to 
eat bread before the Lord..He will go in by 
way of the gate chamber and go out the 
Same way.” Mhi] faeh 

Then He brought me by way of the north 
gate to the front of the temple, and I looked, 





“the 


measure of unity is _ 


His to endure adversities, shows it to be placed low down after the manner of a ditch? .. . Well, too, 
l Me ‘ame trench is directed to be of one cubit, because, if patience fails not, the 
l poved” (GrgGt). The great mercy seat is clearly a type of Christ. ger Rie DG 
| hee? The Levites typify the clergy who serve at the altar in the Church (see Nm 8:5-25 and note). 


| a, Mt offerings point to Christ's sacrifice on the Cross for our salvation (v. 27). a Baer eperaieh 
) et The eastern outer gate is seen by the Fathers as the womb of the Virgin, which was shut ` 

use the Lord God had entered by it. The Church sees this passage as describing the ever-virginity of 
ough many modern denominations reject this doctrine, it was held to be true by Luther, Calvin 
n Wesley, St. Jerome writes that the east gate images the Virgin Mary, whose womb is “always 
not, always shining, and either concealing or revealing the Holy of Holies; and through her ‘the 
the ighteousness,’ our ‘high priest after the order of Melchizedek,’ goes in and out.” At the Entry 
Theotokos into the Temple we sing, “Today the house of God receives the Gate through which 
Ogg nay Pass; so it has brought an end to the worship commanded by the shadow of the Law." See 
. nd note, uai hie 


U 
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EZEKIEL Ltt: 5 





and behold, the house of the eve was full 
of glory; and I fell on my face. The Lord 
said to me, “Son of man, note well with 
your heart, see with your eyes, and hear 
with your ears all I say to you concerning 
all the ordinances of the Lord’s house and 
all its laws. Mark well with your heart the 
entering of the house according to all its 
exits in all its holy places. “Then you will 
say to the house which provokes, to the 
house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: 
“O house of Israel, enough of your lawless- 
ness,t ‘when you brought in foreign sons, 
uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised 
in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to defile it, 
as when you offered breads, meat, and 
blood. You broke My covenant because of 
all your lawless deeds, You have not kept 
charge of My holy things, but sought out 
others.” 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God: “No 
foreign son, uncircumcised in heart or un- 
circumcised in flesh, shall enter My sanctu- 
ary, including any fore: gnier among the 
children of israel, 


æ Law for tne Levites > 

l0“But for the Levites who departed far 
from Me, when Israel went astray, who 
strayed away from Me to seek their inven- 
tions, they wil! bear their wrongdoing. !! Yet 
they shall be ministers in My sanctuary as 
gatekeepers at the gates of the house and 
ministers in the house. They shall slay the 
whole burnt offerings and the sacrifice for 


the people, and they shall stand before the | 
| or mother, for a son or daughter, or for a 


people to minister liturgically to them. 
12Because they used to minister to them be- 
fore their idols and became a punishment 
of wrongdoing to the house of Israel, for 
this reason I lifted up My hand against 
them,” says the Lord God. !°“They will not 
draw near to Me to act as priests for Me, 
nor approach the sanctuary of the sons of 
Israel, nor My holy place; and they shall 
bear their shame and dishonor for the error 
wherein they erred. '4Nevertheless they 
shall keep charge of the house, for all the 
service of it and all that needs to be done. 

I5S“But the priests, the Levites, the sons of 
Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary 
when the house of Israel went astray from 
Me, they shall come near Me to minister 
liturgically to Me; and they shall stand be- 
fore Me to offer to Me sacrifice, the fat and 





‘the blood,” s 4 says ‘the Lord God. 16“ They shall 
enter My sanctuary and come near My 
table to minister liturgically to Me; and 
they shall keep My charge. "So it will be, 
whenever they enter the gates of the inner 
court, they shall put on linen vestments, but 
no wool shall come upon them while they 


| minister liturgically within the gates of the 


inner court. '8They shall have linen turbans 
on their heads and linen trousers on their 
bodies, and they shall not tightly gird them- 
selves. !9When they go out to the outer 
court to the people, they shall take off their 
vestments in which they ministered liturgi- 
cally, leave them in their halls, and put on 
other garments; and in these garments they 
shall not sanctify the people. 2°They shall 
neither shave their heads nor pluck out 
their hairs; but they shall surely keep their 
head covered. 2!No priest shall drink wine 
when he enters the inner court. 2They shall 


not take as wife a widow or a divorced 
woman, but rather a virgin of the descen- 


dants of Israel, or a widow of a priest. 
23They shall teach My people the difference 
between the holy and the profane, and 
cause them to discern between the unclean 
and the clean. 2*They shall stand at a judg- 
ment of blood, and judge in righteousness 
and according to My judgments. They shall 
keep My laws and My ordinances in all My 
appointed feasts, and they shall sanctify 
My Sabbaths. They shall not defile them- 
selves by coming near a dead person. How- 
ever, a priest may defile himself for a father 


brother or for an unmarried sister. 26After 
he is cleansed, he shall number seven days 
for himself. -7Then on the day they go into 
the inner court to minister liturgically in 
the sanctuary, they shall bring a propitia- 
tion offering,” says the Lord God. 

28“Tt shall be, in regard to their inheri- 
tance, that | am their inheritance. You shall 


give them no possession among the sons of 


Israel, for I am their possession. 29They 
Shall eat the sacrifices—the sin offering 
and the trespass offering—and every dedi- 
cated thing in Israel shall be theirs. The 
best of all firstfruits of any kind, and every 
sacrifice of any kind from all your sacri- 
fices, shall be for the priests. You shall also 
give to the priest the first of your produce, 


to cause your blessings to rest on your 





44:6-9 The Law was broken by the jews; but under the New Covenant foreign sona-canciecuineioe’ 
Gentiles (v. 7)—became baptized Christians. 
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ises 31But the priests shall not eat any- 
hor ‚bird or beast, that died naturally or 
was torn by wild animals, 





~ A Holy Section of Land er 
“When you divide the land by lot 
into inheritance, you shall set apart 
pe firstfruit for the Lord, a holy section of 
| the land. Its length shall be twenty-five 
| housand cubits and its width twenty thou- 
sand. It shall be holy throughout its terri- 
ory all around.t Of this there shall be a 
| square plot for the sanctuary, five hundred 
py five hundred rods, with fifty cubits 
around it for an open space. 3From this 
measurement, you shall measure twenty- 
five thousand cubits long and ten thousand 
wide; in it shall be the sanctuary, the holy 
of holies. ‘From the land, there shall be a 


ee M 
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portion for the priests, the ministers of the | 


sanctuary, Who come near to minister to 


the Lord. It shall be a place for their houses | pastures of Israel, for sacrifices and whole 


and a holy place for their sanctuary. An 
area twenty-five thousand cubits long and 
tn thousand wide sha!! belong to the 
Levites, the ministers of the house. They 
Shall have it as a possession with cities to 
dwell in. 


œ Property for the Prince e 

“You shall appoint as the property of the 

| “ly an area five thousand cubits wide and 
_Wwenty-five thousand long: in this manner 
he whole house of Israel shall have the 
listfruit of the holy things. 7The prince 
shall have a portion from this, and from 
itis there shall be a portion for the first- 
uts of the sanctuary and for the posses- 
40n of the city, in front of the firstfruits of 
ihe sanctuary, extending westward on the 
| Nest side and eastward on the east side. 
| ~ € length shall. be equal to one of the 
ai of the western borders, and the length 
nall be to the eastern borders of the land. 
e land shall be his possession in Israel, 
“the princes of Israel shall not oppress 

| wp eoPle anymore; but the house of Israel 


‘Mhibee merit the land according to their 
| i 


Yin 
pi DUS Says the Lord God: “Enough, O 


touh of Israel, Remove wrongdoing and 
le, and execute judgment and righ- 
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€r We celebrate Christ's Resurrection. 
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EZEKIEL 45:22 


teousness, and take away oppression from 
My people,” says the Lord God. !%You shall 





have an honest scale, an honest unit, and 


an honest dry measure. !!The unit and the 
dry measure shall be uniform for receiving 
goods, so the dry measure may contain 
one-tenth of a homer, and the unit. one- 
tenth of a homer. The standard shall be ac- 
cording to the homer, equal in size. !2The 
standard weight shall be twenty obols. Five 
shekels shall indeed be five, ten shekels 
Shall be ten, and fifty shekels shall be for 
you one mina. 

“This is the firstfruit you shall offer: 
you shall give one-sixth of a unit from a 
homer of wheat, and one-sixth of an ephah 
from a kor of barley. 14The ordinance con- 
cerning oil, the liquid measure of oil, is 
one-tenth of such a measure. There are ten 
measures in a homer. !5One sheep shall be 
given from a flock of ten, from all the rich 


burnt offerings, and for peace offerings to 
make atonement for you,” says the Lord 
God. '6“All the people shall give this first- 
fruit to the prince of Israel. !7Then it shall 
be the prince’s part to offer whole burnt of- 


| ferings, sacrifices,-and. drink offerings at 


the feasts, the new moons, the Sabbaths, 


and at all the appointed festivals of the 


house of Israel. He shall offer the sin offer- 
ings, the sacrifice, the whole burnt offer- 
ings, and. the peace offerings to make 
atonement for the house of Israel.” 


œ Observing the Feasts 7- 

'& Thus says the Lord God: “In the first 
month, on the first day of the month, you 
Shall take a young bull without blemish 
and make atonement for the sanctuary. 
‘The priest shall take some of the blood of 
the atonement and put it on the doorposts 


of the house, on the four corners of the tem- 


ple, on the altar, and on the gateposts of the 
gate of the inner court. 2°Thus you shall do 
this in the seventh month, on the first of the 
month, You shall take a rate from each one 
and make atonement for the house. 

““In the first month, on the fourteenth 
day of the month, you shall observe the 
Paschal Feast; for seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread. 22And on that day the 





These physically impractical divisions of the land and the instructions concerning liturgical wor- 

Hung p ense Only in the light of their fulfillment in Christ and His Church. The one sheep (v. 15), the 

, bull (y, 18), and the prince (v, 16) are all types of Christ, our possession (v. 8), who made atone- 

; here 8) for His Church. The Paschal Feast (v, 21), or Passover (see Nm 28:16 and note), is fulfilled 








the people of the land a bull for a sin offer- 
ing. “3During the seven days of the feast he 
shall make whole burnt offerings to the 
Lord, seven bulls and seven rams without 


blemish, daily for seven days, and a kid of | 


the goats daily for a sin offering. 24He shall 
also prepare a cake for each bull and a 
cake for each ram, using a hin of oil for 
each cake. 25In the seventh month, on the 
fifteenth day of the month, in the feast, he 
shall do likewise for seven days, according 
to the sin offerings, the whole burnt offer- 
ings, the grain offering, and the oil.” 
= The Way of Worship 7> 

A ‘Thus says the Lord God: “The gate 
Ep of the:inner court that faces toward 
the east shall. be shut the six working 


days; but: on the Sabbath. it shall. be | 


opened, and-on the day of the New: Moon 
it shall be opened,t 2The prince shall enter 
by way of the entrance chamber -of-the 
gate from. the outside, and. stand by the 
gatepost. The priest shall, prepare | Als 
whole burnt offerings and his peace; offer- 
ings. He shail worshin at the threshold of 
the gate, Then he shall go out, but the gate 
shall not be shut until evening. Likewise 
the people of-the land shall worship at the 
entrance to this gate before the Lord on 
the Sabbaths and the New Moons. +The 
prince shall offer the whole burnt offer- 
ings to the Lord on the Sabbath day: six 
lambs without blemish, and a ram without 
blemish, °and the grain offering for a ram, 
and the grain offering for the lambs, as 
much as he wants to give, as well as a hin 
of oil with every cake. °On the day of the 


New Moon it shall be a young bull without | 


blemish, six lambs, and a ram without 
blemish. 7The cake with the bull and the 
cake with the ram shall be a grain offer- 
ing, and for the lambs, whatever he 
wishes, along with a hin of oil with the 
cake, When the prince enters, he shall go 


in by way of the entrance of the gate, and | 


go out the same way. But whenever the 
people of the land come before the Lord 
on the appointed feast days, whoever en- 


46:1-24 With the Resurrection of Christ, the Sabbath, which was the seventh day, 
of rest and preparation for the Eighth Day, or Sunday (see Acts 20:7). During the Divine Liturgy, 





| property. 





ters by way of the north gate to worship 
shall go out by way of the south gate; and 
whoever enters by way of the south gate 
shall go out by way of the north gate. He 


‘shall not return by way of the gate 


through which he came, but rather he 
shall go out right away. 'The prince shall 
then be in their midst. When they go in, he 


shall go in, and when they go out, he shall 
go out. '!At the festivals and the ceremo- 


nial days the grain offering shall be a cake 
of cereal for a bull, cereal for a ram, as 
much as he wants to give for the lambs, 
and a hin of oil with every cake. 

2“Now when the prince offers whole 
burnt offerings as a thanksgiving to the 
Lord, he shall open the gate which faces 
east and offer his whole burnt offerings 
and his peace offerings, as he did on the 
Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and af- 
ter he goes out he shall shut the gate. You 
shall offer daily as a whole burnt offering 
to the Lord a lamb of the first year without 
blemish, and you shall offer it every morn- 
ing. You shall also offer a grain offering 
with it every morning, a sixth of a unit, and 
a third of a hin of oil to moisten the fine 
flour of the grain offering. This is a perpet- 
ual ordinance. You shall offer the lamb, 
the grain offering, and the oil, and you shall 
offer them as a whole burnt offering every 
morning continually.” | 

~ The Prince’s Possessions > 
16‘Thus says the Lord God: “If the 


leader gives a gift of some of his inheri- 
tance to any of his sons, it shall belong to 


his sons, and it is their possession by in- 
heritance. "But if he gives a gift of some 


of his inheritance to one of his servants, it 
shall be his until the Year of Remission, 
after which it shall return to the prince. 
But his inheritance ‘shall belong to MS 
sons, and it shall become theirs. '*More- 
over the prince shall not take any of the 
people’s inheritance so as to oppress 
them. He shall provide an inheritance for 
his sons from his own property, so none 0 
My people may be scattered from his 
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has become the day 
the 


people gather to worship (v. 9) the Lord and to make a grain offering in the form of bread and wins: 
The oil (v. 14) signifies the presence of the Holy Spirit. In response, Christ the Prince (v. 8), the Lamb 0 A 
God, enters and is in our midst (v. 10). Just as the Prince goes in and out (v: 8) by the east gate, 50 Chr a 


came into the world by taking His flesh from His Mo 


note). 


ther, the Most Holy Theotokos (see 44:1-4 and h 






— The Temple 
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Now he brought me through ‘the en: | 


rance Which was, behind the gate into the 
hall of the holy priests, which faces toward 
the north, and there was a place set apart 
ere, "Then he said to me, “This is the place 
where the priests shall boil the trespass of. 
rings and the sin Offerings, and where 
they shall bake the grain offering, all of it to- 
gether, SO aS not to bring them out into the 
outer court to sanctify the people.” 21Then he 
brought me out into the outer court and took 
me around to the four sides of the court: and 
behold, on every side there was also a side 
court. “Each side court of the four sides was 
small, forty cubits long and thirty wide: the 
same measure for all four. 23There were also 


| of them, and cooking hearths were made 
| under the halls all around. 24Then he said to 
me, “These are the houses of the kitchens 
where the ministers of the house boil the 


sacrifices of the people.” 
4 Then he brought’ me back tothe 
) outer door of the house. and there 
was water; flowing from under the open air 
of the chamber toward the east: and the 
water was flowing from under’ the ‘right 
side court, from the south to the altar. 
| Then he brought: me out by -way of the 
north gate and led me around- on the out- 
side to the outer gate that faces east; and 
cre Was water coming down, running out 
nthe right side, 3in the direction in which 
4 man went forth opposite. There was a 
measure in his hands, and he measured‘a 
usand cubits with the measure: and he 
Passed through the water It was the water 
” remission, ‘Again he measured a thou- 
nd, and he passed through the water, and 
“ Water was up to the knees. Again he 
“ured a thousand, and the water came 
| on. the waist. Again he measured a thou- 
ir and it could not be crossed; for it 
can © Into’a rushing torrent which man 


a The Stream freni the Temple << 


1 Me bite” 
1%, €r waters and quickens those that are dead 
s 2 See Rey 22:2. METTES i | 


- halls all around in them, all around the four’ 





ae na: EZEKIEL 47:17 
‘He said to me, “Son of man, have you 
seen this?” Then he led me to the bank of 
the river. 7As I returned, behold, along the 
bank of the river there were very many 
trees On this side and the other Then he 
Said to me, “This is the water that flows into 
Galilee, which is to the east. Then it goes 
down upon Arabia and reaches as far as 
the sea to the outlet of the water; and it will 
heal the ‘waters. 9So it shall be that every 
living thing that moves, wherever the river 
goes, will live: There will be a very great 
multitude of fish, because these waters go 
there; for they willbe healed, and every- 
thing will live “wherever the river goes. 
Fishermen will ‘stand by it from En Gedi 





| to En Eglaim, and they will be places for 





spreading their nets. Their fish will be of 
the same kinds as the fish of the Great Sea, 
exceedingly many. "But in its outlets and 
turns and overflows, they will not be 
healed, for they will be given over to Salt. 
‘Along the bank of the river, on this side 
and that, will grow all°kinds of trees used 
for food. Their leaves will not wither, and 
their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit 
every month, because their water flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for 


| food, and their leaves for healing.”t 


-™ Boundaries of the Land SP 


-Thus says the Lord God: “These are the 
borders by which you shall divide the land 
as an inheritance among the twelve tribes 
of Israel. It is a setting forth of allotments. 
You shall inherit it equally with one an- 
other; for I raised My hand in an oath to 
give it to your fathers, and this land shall 
fall to you as your inheritance. !5This shall 
be the border of the land on the north: 
from the Great Sea which goes down and 
the entrance which divides Emath Sed- 
datha, '*Berothah, Sebraim, Eliam (which 
is between the border of Damascus and the 
border of Hamath); and the court ‘of 
Saunan; these are above the borders of 
Auranitis. "These are the boundaries 
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Etched: for. d denser waters. The first living beings come out of the wa- 
ly. 'Orth, that is, the compressed and det Sen | | 
ang “Nd believers soar out of the javer with wings to heaven [1:22-25]... .. In Eden.a garden is planted, 


in i : ; into four he: is | n in which Ezekiel 

liter SUnNtain ini the st of it parts into four heads [Gn 2:10], This is the same fountain wh 
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borders of Damascus and those to the 
north. '8On the east side you shall mark out 
the border from between Auran and Dam- 
ascus, and between Gilead and the land of 
Israel, along the Jordan, which divides 
over along the eastern side of the sea 
which is to the east of Phoenicia. This is 


the east side. !9The southern and south- | 


western coasts are from Teman and 


Phoenicia to the waters of Meribah by | 


Kadesh to the Great Sea. This part is the 
south and southwest. 2°The west side shall 
be the Great Sea; from the southern 
boundary until one comes to a point oppo- 
site Hamath. This is the west side. 

“Thus you shall divide this land among 
yourselves according to the tribes of Israel. 
221t shall be that you will divide it by lot as 
an inheritance for yourselves, and for the 
resident aliens who dwell among you, and 
who bear sons in the midst of you. They 
Shall be to you as native-born among the 
sons of Israel, and they shall eat with you 
in the inheritance among the tribes of Is- 
rael. It shall be that in whatever tribe the 
resident alien dwelis, there you shall give 
him his inheritance,” says the Lord God. 

< Dividing the Land for the Tribes «7 
4% “Now these are the names of the 

; tribes: From the northern border of 
the descent which divides at the entrance 
of Hamath, the court of Enan, the border of 
Damascus northward, in the direction of 
Hamath, of the court, from its east to its 
west side, there shall be one section for 
Dan;t 2by the border of Dan, from the east 
side to the west, one section for Asher; 2by 
the border of Asher, from the east side to 
the west, one section for Naphtali; tby the 
border of Naphtali, from the east side to the 
west, one section for Manasseh; 5by the 
border of Manasseh, from the east side to 
the west, one section for Ephraim; ®by the 
border of Ephraim, from the east side to the 
west, one section for Reuben; ‘by the bor- 
der of Reuben, from the east side to the 
west, one section for Judah; *by the border 
of Judah, from the east side to the west, 
Shall be the district which you shall set 
apart, twenty-five thousand cubits in width, 


and in length the same as one of the other 


48:1-35 This chapter has been and continues to be fulfilled since Pentecost, when the Church was es- 
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portions, from the east side to the west. 
with the sanctuary in the center. 


m A District for the Lord = 


“The firstfruits, the district that yoy 
shall set apart for the Lord, shall be twenty. 
five thousand cubits in length and twenty. 
five thousand in width. !°To these—to the 
priests—the holy district shall belong: on 
the north twenty-five thousand cubits in 
length, on the west ten thousand in width, 
on the east ten thousand in width, and on 
the south twenty-five thousand in length, 
The holy mountain shall be in the center. 
'l{t shall be for the priests of the sons of 


| Zadok, who are sanctified, who keep My 


charge, who did not go astray when the 
children of Israel went astray, as the 
Levites went astray. !2The firstfruit shall be 
given to them from the firstfruits of the 
land, even a most holy portion from the 
borders of the Levites. 

13“Next to the territory of the priests, the 
Levites shall have an area twenty-five 
thousand cubits in length and ten thousand 
in width. Its entire length shall be twenty- 
five thousand and its width ten thousand. 


| 14They shall not sell or exchange any of it: 


neither shall they take away or remove the 
first produce of the land, for it is holy to the 
Lord. 

“But the five thousand cubits in width 
that remain, along the edge of the twenty- 
five thousand, shall be for general use by 
the city, for habitation and common land; 
and the city shall be in the center. !®These 
Shall be its measurements: the north side, 
four thousand five hundred cubits; the 
south side, four thousand five hundred; the 
east side, four thousand five hundred; and 
the west side, four thousand five hundred. 
There shall be common land for the city: 
to the north two hundred and fifty cubits, t0 
the south two hundred and fifty, to the east 
two hundred and fifty, and to the west two 
hundred and fifty. !8The rest of the length, 
alongside the district of the holy section, 
shall be ten thousand cubits to the east and 
ten thousand to the west. It shall be the 
firstfruits of the holy section, and its pro- 
duce shall be food for the workers of the 
city. The workers of the city, from all the 





tablished and began to “inherit the land," growing with Christ in its center (v. 10) until it fills the earth 
on the final day, The Levites typify the clergy of the Church, and the workers (v. 19) are the faithful. 
These cultivate the land by good works, bringing the firstfruits of their labor into the Lord's house | 


whenever we gather together to worship Him in Spirit and in truth, 




















the holy district, and the sanctuary of the- 





| tribes 
tire 








es of Israel, shall 
firstfruits district shall be twenty-five 
housand cubits by twenty-five thousand 
bits, foursquare. You shall set apart the 
ly district from the property of the city. 
"The rest shall belong to the prince, on 
pne side and on the other of the holy dis- 
rict and of the city's property, next to the 
wwenty-five thousand cubits of the holy dis- 
rict as far as the eastern border, and west- 
ward next to the twenty-five thousand as 


far as the western border, adjacent to the | 


tribal portions. It shall be the firstfruits of 


emple shall be in the midst of it. More- 
over, apart from the possession of the 


Levites and the possession of the city 


which are in the midst of what belongs to 


the leaders, the area between the border of- 


Judah and the border of Benjamin shall be- 
long to the leaders. 

“As for the rest of the tribes, from the 
east side to the west, Benjamin shall have 
one section; 24by the border of Benjamin, 
from the east side to the west, Simeon shall 
have one section; “5by the border of 
Simeon, from the east side to the west, Is- 
sachar shall have one section; 2*by the bor- 
der of Issachar, from the east side to the 
west, Zebulun shall have one section; 2/by 
the border of Zebulun, from the east side to 


et ee A eee i233 
shall cultivate it. 2°The en- 
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the west, Gad shall have one section; by 
the borders of Gad, from the eastern parts 
to the southwestern parts, the borders shall 
be from Teman to the waters of Meribah by 





Kadesh, along the brook to the Great Sea. 


29This is the land you shall divide by lot as 


-an inheritance among the tribes of Israel, 


and these are their divisions,” says the Lord 
God. 


=. Exit Gates of the City = 

30“These are the exits of the city. On the 
north side, measuring four thousand five 
hundred cubits 3!(the gates of the city shall 
be named after the tribes of Israel), the 
three gates northward: one gate for 
Reuben, one gate for Judah, and one gate 
for Levi; 320n the east side, four thousand 
five hundred cubits, three gates: one gate 
for Joseph, one gate for Benjamin, and one 
gate for Dan; 33on the south side, measur- 
ing four thousand five hundred cubits, 
three gates: one gate for Simeon, one gate 
for Issachar, and one gate for Zebulun; *4on 
the west side, four thousand five hundred 
cubits with their three gates: one gate for 
Gad, one gate for Asher, and one gate for 
Naphtali. “The circumference shall be 
eighteen thousand cubits; and the name of 
the city from the day on which it takes 
place shall be its name.”t 





48:35 The name of the city is the New Jerusalem (Rev 3:12), the Church, which has been and is now 

continuing” (Heb 13:14) from the day on which Christ took His place in her midst. On the final day, 
when the Lord comes for His Bride, those who overcome will receive a “new name” (Rev 2:17)—the 
lame of Christ revealed—on their foreheads (Rev 22:4). 
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wrote the book that carries his name. 
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| Ma or Lheme= ie, YE oes Wee Cod’ over alln aiidns is set fost and - 
illustrated by the truth that God directs history for the fulfillment of His 


purposes and plans, The blessings. of God are granted to those who refrain. 
from idol worship and turn’to Him. Finally, throughout the book, we see the 
vanity of idol worship shown by, its effect on the lives of those who pursue It. 


Bac Revound— “Daniel was born in the tribe of Judah. He was taken to 
T 
nN Ea in. the çaptivity-as-ans infant Among his. contemporaries were the jé 


prophets Ezekiel and spines A 


aiies 


> [. Susanna (Preambie, vy. 1-64) 
I. Panel Saeed (116 9-7); 


ee ee = 


s a 
(1-21) 


(2; 1-49) 


[SS ee 
F 


| 
Fi 


f š T +e TE 





D. INebuchaineraee madness (4: 1-37) 
E. The handwriting « on the wall (5: 1-30) 
F. Daniel in the lion’s den (6: 1-29) 


k “AIL Daniel’s Prophetic Visions: The Nations of 
_B. Four world empires, the eternal. kongdom | hy 3 


- the World Judged (7:1—12:13)__ 2A 


PE “IV. Bel and the Serpent; esses: VY. 142) 


C. Worship of the golden dal aneledine Td itp 


Prayer of Azariah and the Hymn of the’ 
Three Children (3:1—97) 


ara =e ESS St ae = 





æ“ Susanna m- 


‘There was a man living in Babylon, and 
his name was Jehoiakim,t 2He took a wife 
whose name was Susanna, the daughter of 
Hilkiah, a very beautiful woman and one 
who feared the Lord. *Her parents were 
righteous and taught their daughter ac- 
cording to the Law of Moses, 4Jehoiakim 


was exceedingly wealthy, with a spacious 


garden adjoining his house, and the Jews 















came to him because he was the most hon- 
ored of them all. 5In that year, two elders 
from the people were appointed as judges. 
concerning whom the Lord said, “Lawless- 
ness came forth out of Babylon from the 
elders who were judges, who were sup- 
posed to govern the people.” ‘These men 
were frequently at Jehoiakim’s house, and 
all who had judgments came to them. 
‘Now when the people departed at mid- 


| day, Susanna would go into her husband’s 
1, 2 Susanna, like so many other Old Testament heroines, 


can be seen to typify the Church, “and Daniel 


(v, 44), her deliverer, typifies Christ. The two elders (v. 5) are like the powers of darkness, which seek to 


lead the godly astray. 





her going in and walking about every 
jay, and they desired her. "They turned 
way their heart and averted their eyes 
om looking to heaven, and from remem- 
ering righteous judgments. Both: were 
pierced to the heart for her, but they did not 
ll each other their, pain. 1!They : were 


ashamed to inform one another of their de- 


ire, because they wished to have relations 
with her. So, every day they eagerly 
watched to. see her. !’Finally they said to 
one another, “Let us go home, for it is time 
for the midday meal,” and going out, they 
parted from each other. !*But turning back, 
they met again, and when they pressured 
each other for the reason, they confessed 
their desire. Together they arranged for a 
time they could find her alone. | 
Then it came to pass, while they were 
waiting for an. opportune day, she went in 
as before with only: two, maids. She also 
wished to bathe in the garden, for it was 
hot. '*For no one was there except.the two 
elders, who hid themselves and were 
watching her. '7She: said to her maids, 
‘Bring me oil and ointments, and shut the 
doors of the garden, that I may bathe.” 
‘They did as she said and closed the gar- 
den doors. They went out by the side doors 
0 bring the things commanded, but did not 
see the elders, because they were hidden. 
“When the maids left, the two elders 
arose and ran to her, Xand said, “Look, the 
vors of the garden are closed, and no one 
Will see us, and we desire you. Therefore 
&ve US your consent and lie with us: 2'If 
‘Udo not, we will testify that a young man 
"as with you, and because of this you sent 
wur maids away from you.” 24Then Su- 
aah sighed deeply and said, “I am 
nee in on all sides, for if I do. this 
s 8; itis death for me; yet if I do not, I will 
ii “Scape your hands. 23But it is better for 
hot to do it and to fall into your hands, 





| Qu , 
Mb) *€ she resists temptation. 


re eee ere 2 aN 
den to walk.t 8So the two elders would | 


Susanna in the garden echoes Eve in the Garden of Eden, but her righteousness surpasses Eve's be- 
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than to sin against the Lord.” “Then Su- 
sanna cried out with a loud voice, and the 
two! elders cried out against her. One of 
them ran and opened the garden doors. 
When the household servants heard the 
cry in the garden, they rushed in by the side 
doors to see what had happened to -her. 
27S0 when the elders told their tale, the ser- 
vants were deeply ashamed, for sucha re- 
port had never been made about Susanna. 

28Then it came to pass the next day, when 
the people assembled at the house of Je- 
hoiakim, her husband, the two elders also 
came full of their lawless purpose against 
Susanna, to have her put. to death. They 
said before all the people, “Send for Su- 
sanna the daughter of Hilkiah, who is the 
wife of Jehoiakim.” 2°So they sent for her, 
and she came with her parents, her. chil- 
dren, and all her kindred. *‘Now Susanna 
was very. desirable and beautiful to behold. 
32However, she was veiled; thus the lawless 
men commanded she be unveiled, so as to 
enjoy her beauty. 32But her friends and all 
who saw her wept. *#Then the two elders 
arose in the midst of the people and laid 
their hands upon her head.t 35She wept and 
looked up to heaven; for her heart trusted 
in the Lord. *6The two elders said, “As we 
were walking in the garden alone, this 
woman came in with two maids, closed the 
doors of the garden, and dismissed the 
maids. 27Then a young man who was hid- 
den came to her and lay with her. 38Now we 
were in a corner of the garden and saw this 
lawlessness. So we ran to them and saw 
them having relations. 3But we could not 
hold the man, for he was stronger than we. 
He then opened the doors and rushed out. 
So we seized this woman and asked her 








who the young man was, #but she was un- 


willing to tell us.” Thus the assembly be- 
lieved them, as they were elders and judges 
among the people, So they condemned her 
to death. ALOON 






poders, representing the Jews and the pagans. In his commentary on Daniel he writes, “And [Su- 
th a] said to her maids, ‘Bring me oil.’ Indeed, faith and love prepare oil and cleansing unguents for 
“Who are washed. But what were these unguents if not the commands of the Holy Word? And 


at the 


€ oil, if not the power of the Holy Spirit? It is with these, after the washing [that is, baptism], 


tles, evers are anointed as with a sweet-smelling oil. All these things were prefigured through the 
| ‘tray a sanna for our sakes, so that we of the present time who believe in God might not regard as 


‘et forth in figures by the patriarchs." 


| tor inc ders played the role of witnesses and laid their hands on the head of the accused in | i 


nce with the Torah (Lv 24:14). 





€ things which are now done in the Church, and that we might believe that all of them have 
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“But Susanna cried out with a loud voice 
and said, “O eternal God; who know both 
what is secret and all things before they 
come to be, You know these men testified 
against me falsely, and behold, I shall die, 
though I did none of the things they 
wickedly invented against me.” “The Lord 


heard her voice, “and as she was being led | 


away to be put to death, God aroused the 
holy spirit of a young boy, whose name was 
Daniel.t 46He cried out with a loud voice, “I 
am innocent of the blood of this woman.” 
47So all the people turned to him and said, 
“What is this thing you said?” 48Then he 
stood in their midst and said, “Are you such 
fools, O sons of Israel? Without examina- 
tion or knowledge of the evidence, have 
you condemned a daughter of Israel? Re- 
turn to the place of judgment, for these men 
testified against her falsely.” 


So all the people returned with haste. 


The elders said to him, “Come, sit in our 
midst and inforni us, for God gives you that 


privilege.” °'Daniel then said to them, “Sep- | 
arate them far from each other, and I will ex- | 


amine them.” When they were separated 
from each other, he summoned one of them 
and said to him, “You old man of evil days, 


now the sins you committed in earlier days | 


have come home; for you pronounce un- 
just judgments, condemn the innocent, and 
set the guilty free. Yet the Lord said, “You 
shall not kill the innocent and the righteous.’ 


4Now then, if indeed you saw her, tell me, | 


under which tree did you see them being in- 
timate with each other?” He replied, “Under 
a mastic tree.” Daniel then said, “Plainly, 
you lied against your own head, for even 
now the angel of God receives the sentence 
from God, and he shall cut you in two.” 
56Then he removed him, and commanded 
them to bring the other. He said to him, 
“You seed of Canaan and not of Judah, 
beauty deceived you, and desire turned 
away your heart. *’This is how both of you 
deal with the daughters of Israel, and they 
have been intimate with you through fear; 
but a daughter of Judah would not endure 
your lawlessness. **Now then, tell me, un- 


ae 








der what tree did you catch them being in- 
timate with each other?” He replied, “Un- 


der the evergreen oak.” Daniel said to 


him, “Plainly, you also lied against your 
own head, for the angel of God is waiting 
with his sword to cut you in two, that he 
may destroy both of you.” 

60Then the whole assembly cried out 
with a loud voice and blessed God, who 
saves those who hope in Him. ®!So they 
rose up against the two elders, for Daniel 
convicted them out of their own mouth of 
bearing false witness; and they did to them 


the thing they maliciously intended to do 


against their neighbor. ®*For acting in ac- 
cordance with the Law of Moses, they put 
them to death. Therefore innocent blood 
was saved on that day. 

63Hilkiah and his wife praised God for 
their daughter, with Jehoiakim her hus- 
band and all her kindred, because nothing 
shameful was found in her. **Thus Daniel 
had a great reputation among the people 
from that day onward. — 


w. Daniel -= 


æ. Daniel and His Companions 
Obey God -> 

In the third year of the reign of 

Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem 
and besieged it.t 2The Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand, with some of 
the vessels of the house of God. Then he 
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the 
house of his god. He carried them into the 
treasure house of his god. -Then the king 
spoke to Ashpenaz, the chief of his eu- 
nuchs, to bring him some of the captives of 
Israel, and some of the royal family and 
some of the nobles— 4young men in whom 
there was no blemish, but handsome, 
skilled in all wisdom, well grounded in let- 
ters, intelligent, and prudent, and who had 
the ability to serve in the king’s house, and 
whom they might teach the letters and lan- 
guage of the Chaldeans.t The king also ap- 
pointed a daily provision for them from the 
king’s table and from the wine he drank, 


45 St. Ignatius argues from this passage that the age of a bishop is immaterial; a young bishop must be 


reverenced like a 


n older one, since Daniel was given a holy spirit at only twelve years of age, enabling 


him to convict the elders of false witness and of lusting after the beauty of another man’s wife. 
4:1 The third year in the rule of Jehoiakim puts this book at 606 sc. 


1:4 Th 
might serve Nebuchadnezzar. 


e Gentiles in Daniel's time taught the Jews their Babylonian language and literature that they 
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4 gave orders to educate them for three 
ars. At the end of that time they were to 
and before the king. 

SNOW among them there were Daniel, 
ananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, sons of 


ihe tribe of Judah. ‘So the chief of the eu- 


uchs gave them names: to Daniel the 


| name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach: 


p Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, 
spednego. “But Daniel purposed in his 


heart that he would not defile himself with 


the king’s food, nor with the wine he drank; 


| therefore, he entreated the chief of the eu- 
| puchs that he might not defile himself.t 
| Now the Lord gave Daniel mercy and com- 


| passion in the sight of the chief of the eu- | 


| nuchs. So the chief of the eunuchs said to 


| dered your food and drink, lest he see your | 
countenances gloomy in comparison to the 


| wear Church takes note that the Hebrew youths were blessed by God through holy fasting. During 


Daniel, “I fear my Lord the king, who or- 


young men your equals. Then you would 


endanger my head before the king.” "So | 
Daniel said to Melzar, whom the chief of | 


the eunuchs appointed over Daniel, Hana- 
nah, Mishael, and Azariah: “Test your 


Servants for ten days, and let them give us 


vegetables to eat and water to drink. After 
his let our countenance be observed by 


_ You and the countenance of the young men 
Who eat at the king’s table. Then deal with | 
_ Your servants as you see fit.” 14So he agreed 


| With their proposal and tested them ten 


| days. 5At the end of the ten days, their | 
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“untenance was observed, and they were 
‘ore fit and stronger in body than the 
ung men who ate at the king’s table. 
‘lus Melzar took away their food and 


| Wine, and gave them vegetables instead. 
ôS for these four young men, God gave 


em understanding and insight in all let- 
"S and wisdom, and He gave Daniel un- 


"standing in all visions and dreams. 
| Diete 


OW when their education was com- 
d, the king ordered all the young men 
© brought in. Thus the chief of the eu- 
rought them before Nebuchadnez- 
0 the king spoke with them, and 
all of them, none were found like 


niel, Hananiah, Mishael, and AZATAN 
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So they stood before the king. 2°In every 
saying of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king examined them, he found 
them ten times better than all the en- 
chanters and wise men in all his kingdom. 
“'Thus Daniel continued until the first year 
of the reign of King Cyrus.t 


æ King Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 7- 

) Now in the second year of Nebuchad- 

= nezzar’s reign, he had a dream. His 
spirit was deeply troubled, and his sleep 
departed from him.t 2So the king gave or- 
ders to summon the enchanters, the magi- 
cians, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, to 
tell the king his dreams. Thus they came 
and stood before the king. 

*Then the king said to them, “The king 
had a dream, and my spirit is deeply trou- 
bled to Know the meaning. of the dream.” 
‘Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in 
the Syrian language, “O king, live forever. 
Tell your servants the dream, and we will tell 
you its interpretation.” °The king answered 
and said to the Chaldeans, “The dream has 
departed from me. If you do not make the 
dream and its interpretation known to me, 


| you shall be destroyed, and your houses will 


be plundered. But if you do make the dream 
and its interpretation known to me, you will 
receive all kinds of gifts from me and be 


| honored by me. Therefore tell me the dream 


and its interpretation.” 

7But they answered a second time and 
said, “Let the king tell his servants the 
dream, and we will tell you its interpreta- 
tion.” ‘The king answered them, “Truly, I 
know you are trying to gain time, because 
you see that the thing has departed from 
me. "Therefore if you do not tell me the 
dream, I will Know that you have agreed be- 
forehand to give my dream a false and cor- 
rupt interpretation. So before any more 
time passes by, tell me my dream, then I will 
know that you can tell me its interpreta- 
tion.” “The Chaldeans answered the king 
and said, “There is no man on earth who can 
make known the king’s dream, and there is 
no great king or ruler who asks such a 
thing as this of any enchanter, magician, or 


ats [s 


ent we sing, “What quenched the fire [see 3:21-27]? What stopped the mouths of the wild 

ee 6:16-23]? It was fasting that delivered the children from the furnace and Daniel the prophet 
PT “Jaws of the lions. Brethren, let us also fast like them.” | 

Uy c 9 Cyrus's first year of reigning over the Persians is 538 8c. | 
Orcera Nd year: 604 sc. Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams could not be told or interpreted by the Chaldea 


'S, just as man’s wisdom can neither tell nor interpret the mystery of his own existence. 
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Chaldean. !!The question you ask, O king, is 
difficult and above expectation, for there is 
no man who can tell the king his dream ex- 
cept the gods, whose dwelling is not with 
any flesh.” !2Then the king, angry and furi- 
ous, commanded to destroy all the wise 


men of Babylon. '3He decreed that the wise | ; 
men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not 


men be put to death, and he sought for 
Daniel and his friends to kill them. 


œ God Reveals the Dream -= 


"Then with counsel and intelligence, | | 
him, “I found a man among the children of 


Daniel spoke to Arioch, the ‘captain of the 
king’s guard, who went out to kill the wise 
men of Babylon: He asked him for what 
reason the bitter decree had come from the 
king. Then Arioch, the king's official, made 


the reason known to Daniel. “So Daniel | 
| before the king and said, “Ihe mystery 


went in and entreated the king to give him 
time, and he would tell the king his dream 
and its interpretation. "Then Daniel went 
to his house and made the matter known 
to his friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah. They sought mercies from the 
God of heaven concerning this mystery, that 


Daniel and his friends might not perish | 


with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. | 
| O king, thoughts came to you while on your 


i9Then the mystery was revealed to 
Daniel in a vision during the night. After 
that, Daniel blessed the God of heaven, 
saying, “May God’s name be blessed from 
now on and forever, for wisdom and under- 
standing belong to Him. ?!He changes times 
and seasons: He appoints kings and re- 
moves them: He gives wisdom to the wise 
and insight to those who have skill. 22He re- 
veals deep and hidden things, and He knows 
what is in the darkness, and the light is with 


Him. 23] give thanks and praise to You, O 


God of my fathers, for You have given me 


2:25-28 Daniel, who both tells and interprets the dream, is a figure of Christ, who alone is abl 


reveal and to solve man’s predicament. 


7:31-49 Both Hippolytus and Eusebius see parallels between 
sion (see ch, 7). Eusebius comments that it is fitting for a prou 
life and substance of all men to a great image.” The dream was given 
mself, that he might understand that there is nothing stable among men, but 
is the appointed end of all things—the kingdom of God." 

According to the Fathers, the golden head (v. 32) was Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon. The si 
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wisdom and power. Now You have made 
known to me what I asked from You, for You 
made known the king’s vision to me.” 


= Daniel Interprets the Dream >. 
24Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom 
the king appointed to put to death the wise 


destroy the wise men of Babylon. Take me 
before the king, and I will tell the interpre- 
tation to the king.” Then. Arioch quickly 
brought Daniel before the king and said to 


the captivity of Judah who will tell the inter- 
pretation to the king.”t 2°The king answered 
and said to Daniel, whose name was Belte- 
shazzar, “Can you tell me the dream I saw 
and its interpretation?” 27Daniel answered 


which the king demanded to be told to the 


king cannot be revealed by wise men, magi- 


cians, enchanters, and diviners. 7But there 
is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, 
and He has made known to king Nebuchad- 
nezzar what must come to pass in the last 
days. Your dream and the visions in your 
head upon your bed was this: 2°As for you, 


bed as to what must happen after. this, and 


He who reveals mysteries has made known 


to you what must take place. °°But as for 
me, this mystery was not made known to 
me because I have more wisdom than any- 
one. living, but for the sake of making 
known the interpretation to the king, that 
you might know the thoughts of your heart. 
_ 31*As for you, O king, you saw and beheld 
one great image. That image was very larse 
and its appearance. excellent. It stood be- 
fore you, and its vision was fearful,t® “The 


e both te 





Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel's Vi- 
d, earthly-minded king to “compare the 
to teach him to “lay aside his 
only that whic 


iver chest and 


arms (v. 32) represent the 245-year supremacy of the Medo-Persians, beginning with Cyrus in 539 BC. 
The stomach and thighs of copper (v. 32) represent Alexander the Great and his Greek empire, esta” 
lished about 330 sc. Next came the brutal Roman Empire, represented by the legs of iron (v. 33) Oe 
According to Hippolytus, the feet of iron and clay (v. 33) correspond with the “ten horns” in Daniel 


vision, and represent ten nations after Rome (see 7:8, 24, 25 and note), Just as the st the 
ts, so the gospel spread to all the nations of the Gentiles (vv. 34, 35). 


and overtook these governmen 


one struck the 3 








Finally this stone, the Church, becomes a great mountain as the gospel fills the earth. 


2:31-36, 44-45 This passage is read in Church on Christmas Eve. 
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| mage had a head made of fine gold, and its 
hands, chest, and arms were made of silver, 
| and its stomach and thighs, of copper. 33[ts 
were 

| and partly clay. **You saw while a stone 
was cut out of a mountain without hands, 








snd clay, and ground them to powder. 
| sthen at once the clay, the iron, the copper, 
| the silver, and the gold were like dust from 
the summer threshing floor, and a great 
force Of wind blew them away; and their 
place was not to be found. Then the stone 
that struck the image became a great 
| mountain and filled all the earth.t 


interpretation before the king. 37You. O 
| king, are a King of kings, to whom the God 
oi heaven has given a strong, mighty, and 
"| highly regarded kingdom. 38In every place 
where the children of men live, as well as 
the wild animals of the field and the birds 

of heaven—He put them all in your hand. 

and made you the lord of them ail. You aré 

ihe head made of gold. ®°But after you an- 

other kingdom shall arise, inferior to yours: 
|) then a third kingdom of copper, which shall 
_fule over all the earth. 4°Then a fourth king- 
| dom as strong as iron’shall arise, andinas- 
much as iron breaks in pieces and subdues 
_“erything, so also it shall break in pieces 
| id subdue all things. 41. Whereas you saw 
lle feet and toes, partly clay and partly 


€ Strength of the iron shall be in it, in the 
tanner you saw the iron mixed. with the 
“ay, “Whereas the toes of the feet were 
artly iron and partly clay, so part of the 
` ngdom shall be strong and part of it shall 
| | * broken. 42Whereas you saw iron mixed 
Mth clay, they shall mingle with the seed of 
men; but they will not adhere to one an- 
papa st as iron does not mix with clay. 





Ped by the king, not as a man but as God 


| Mo, 
rael ‘Dut under the New Covenant, the 





ES 


iron, and its feet were partly iron | 


Wn, the kingdom shall be divided; yet. 


‘en in the times of those kings, the | 


| 235 Blessed Augustine writes that the mountain which grew out of a small stone is the kingdom of 
mal Present in the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, The Church's beginnings were indeed 

I, yet the Church has spread throughout the world. y ir 

h st. Hippolytus sees in Daniel a type of Christ. “How great Is the power of God, beloved, that one 

Vin Ittle before was doomed to death with the other wise men of Babylon, should now be | 
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This is the dream, and we will tell its | 


| 


A A ONE 


God of heaven will raise up a kingdom, and 
it shall never be destroyed. This kingdom 
shall not be left to another people, but it 
will break in pieces and crush all these 





‘Kingdoms; and it will’ stand forever. 


| Whereas you saw the stone cut out of the 
| and it struck the image on its feet of iron. 


mountain without hands, it ground to pow- 
der the clay, the iron, the copper, the silver, 
and the gold. Thus the great God has made 


known to the king what must come to pass 


after this. The dream is true, and its inter- 
pretation is trustworthy.” 


æ Daniel and Companions Rule 
Babylon 7 
**Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his 
face and worshiped Daniel, and com- 
manded sacrifices and drink offerings be 
made to him.t *’The king answered and 
said to Daniel, “Truly, your God, He is the 
God of gods and the Lord of kings, who re- 


| veals mysteries, for you were able to reveal 


this mystery.” 48Then King Nebuchadnez- 
zar exalted Daniel and gave him many 
great gifts. He set him over the whole 
province of Babylon and over all the wise 
men of Babylon.t 49Daniel also petitioned 
the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon; but Daniel was in the 
king’s palace. 
s The Golden Image «=> © 

In his eighteenth year, King Nebuchad- 

nezzar made a golden image. Its height 
was sixty cubits and its width, six cubits, 
and he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the 


“province of Babylon, 2Then Nebuchad- 


nezzar sent to gather together the high of- 


-ficials, the commanders, the governors, the 


rulers, and all those in authority, along with 





all the rulers of the provinces, to come to 
the dedication of the image King Nebu- 
chadnezzar set up. °So the governors, the 





ty Like Christ's, Daniel’s humility (v. 30) brings him favor with God and men, | ARTA 

| tee This Passage contains a striking reverse parallel, Under the Old Covenant, the whole world (rep- 
êd by Babylon), except for the Jewish faithful (represented by the three youths), was filled with 
; Gentile nations will come to worship the one true God of 


eee (1) eee 


30 This Passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. 
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Pa. The word “theophany” derives from the Greek words theos (“God”), and phainesthai 
gi fy (“to show forth, appear”). Hence, a theophany is an appearance or manifestation of God. 
WC While types of Christ in the Old Testament prefigure His coming in the flesh, theopha- 
“= mes are recognized by the Church as being actual appearances of the pre-incarnate Son 
and Word of God. How this happens remains a mystery. But because the Son of God 
took on human nature in the fullness of time, each theophany directly prefigures Christ’s 
Incarnation. St. John of Damascus wrote, “No one saw the divine nature, but rather the image 


and figure of what was yet to come. For the invisible Son and Word of God was to become 
truly Man,” 


ay, l 
i 


THREE THEOPHANIES OF CHRIST ~“ 

An often cited theophany of Christ occurs in the visit of the “three men” to Abraham and 
Sarah in Genesis 18:1-16: “Then God appeared to him at the oak of Mamre” (v. 1). Though 
three men are there, Abraham addresses them in the singular, “Lord.” He responds in the sin- 
gular (vv. 9-15). As St. Ephraim the Syrian says, “Therefore the Lord. . . now appeared to 
Abraham clearly in one of the three.” The three are generally considered to be Christ the 
Lord, along with two attending angels. ress 

At Genesis 32:25-31}, Christ is. the “man” who wrestles with Jacob, after which Jacob 
says, “I saw God face to face” (y. 30), St. Cyril of Jerusalem asks the Jews concerning these 
theophanies to Abraham and Jacob, “What strange thing do we announce in saying that God 
was made Man, when you yourselves say. that Abraham received the Lord as a guest? What 
strange thing do we announce, when Jacob says, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and my life 
is preserved’? The, Lord, who.ate with Abraham, also ate, with us.” 

In the Book of Daniel, a heathen king bears witness to another theophany of Christ. 
When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon peers into the fiery furnace, upon seeing a “fourth. 
man” he exclaims, “The vision of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Dan 3:92): 


OTHER APPEARANCES OF GOD t- 


At times Christ appears as “the Angel of the Lord” or “the Angel of God.” At Exodus | 
3-1—4:17, “the Angel of the Lord” appears to Moses in the burning bush and identifies Him- 
self as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Ex 3:6, 15, 16; 4:5). He also says that His name 
is “I AM HE WHO IS” (Ex 3:14), which in Greek is represented by the three letters placed 
around Christ’s head in the holy icons. St. Ambrose of Milan observes, “Christ therefore is, 
and always is; for He who is, always 1s. And Christ always is, of whom Moses says, “He that 1s 
has sent me.’” 


¥ THE INCARNATION % | 

When God the Son became incarnate, this can be called an everlasting theophany. For 
having assumed human nature, Christ not only manifests God to the world during His cabi 
life (Jn-1:14; see also 14:9; Col 2:9; IJn 1:1-3), but He ascends into heaven in the same gion 
fied flesh in which He will return at His Second Coming (see Acts 1:9-11). : 

At the baptism of Christ (Mt 3:13-17), a further theophany occurs, as all three PERRO, g 
the Holy Trinity are made known: the Father in the voice from heaven, the Holy Spirit in the 
form of a doye, and the Incarnate Son. Hence, the feast day commemorating this event is 
known as Holy Theophany. On this day the Church sings, ` When Thou, O Lord, wast 
baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest,” 

Additionally, at Christ's Transfiguration on Mt. Tabor (Mt 17:1-9), i eee 
again is heard, the Holy Spirit is present in the brightness of the cloud, and the son 
shines with the gleaming radiance of His Divinity, 
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nigh officials, the leaders, the ‘great 
aulers—all those in authority who ruled the 
rovinces came to the dedication of the 
mage King Nebuchadnezzar set up, and 
hey stood before the image Nebuchad- 
| nezzar made. 

‘Then the herald cried out in a loud 
| vice, “To you it is commanded, O peoples 
and tribes and languages, “that in what 
hour you hear the sound of the trumpet, the 
pipe, the harp, the four-stringed instru- 
ment, the psaltery, the symphony, and 
every kind of music, you shall fall down 
and worship the golden image King Neb- 
ychadnezzar set up. But whoever does not 
fall down and worship shall be cast into the 






` when all the peoples heard the sound of the 
trumpet, the pipe, the harp; thè four- 
stringed instrument, the psaltery, the sym- 


ples, tribes, and languages fell down and 
worshipped the golden image King Neb- 
| uchadnezzar set up. 


~. Daniel’s Companions Refuse 
Idol Warship = 


| brought charges against. the Jews, %and 
| Said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O:king, live 
| lorever. "You, O king, made a decree, that 
“very man who hears the sound of the 
tumpet, the pipe, the harp, the four- 
‘ringed instrument, the psaltery, the sym- 
hony, and every kind of music, but does 
not fall down and worship the golden im- 
38€ Shall be cast into the burning fiery fur- 
“ace. "Now there are certain Jews you set 
Wer the affairs of the province of Babylon: 
| “adrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Those 
ai did not obey your decree, O king; and 
y do not serve your gods, nor do they 
"ship the golden image you set up.” 
hen Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and 


be âch, and Abednego. So the men were 
hen before the king. l4Nebuchadnezzar 
| Shag answered and said to them, “Is it true, 
“drach; Meshach, and Abednego, that 
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phony, and every kind of music, all the peo- 


‘Then Chaldean men came forwardiand | 


Ma Eave the command to bring Shadrach, 





419.95 , meat | | i-th rer i 

A Nati ymn | ch reveals the profound typology in this passage: “The children of 
me Old Omens iym I S mr fire, yet were not burnt, prefigured the womb of the Maiden, ` 
Mained sealed when she gave birth in'fashion past nature." St. John Cassian likens the furnace 
ye the passions of our flesh, which constantly threaten to destroy Us; however, these flames can 
iy "tinguished through zeal for God, continual repentance, and fasting, 
N the LXX; the Prayer of Azariah and the Hymn of the Three Young Men are placed after 3:24. » 
aniah, Azariah, and Mishael are the original Hebrew names of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
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you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image I set up? Now then, if you 














are ready, when you hear the sound of the 


trumpet, the pipe, the harp, the four- 
stringed instrument, the psaltery, the sym- 
phony, and every kind of music, that you 
Shall fall down and worship the golden im- 
age | made. But indeed, if you do not wor- 


ship it at that time, you shall be cast into 


the burning fiery furnace. Then what god is 
there who will deliver you from my 
hands?” | 

!6Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego an- 
swered and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 


| “We have no need to answer you in regard 
: to this thing. For there is a God in the 
burning fiery furnace.” 7So at that time, | 


heavens, whom we serve, and He is able to 
Save us from the burning fiery furnace; and 
He will deliver us from your hands, O king. 


| '8But if not, let it be known to you, O king, 


that we will not serve your gods, nor wor- 
ship the golden image you set up.” 


S Saved as through Fire = 
Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of anger, 
and the expression on his face changed 
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
So he commanded them to heat the furnace 
seven times more, until it burned to its 
fullest.t 2°Then he commanded certain very 


strong men to bind’ Shadrach, Meshach, 


and Abednego and to cast them into the 
burning fiery furnace. "Thereupon, those 
men were bound together with their san- 


| dals, caps, leg-coverings, and clothing, and 
| were cast into the midst of the burning 


fiery furnace. Because the king’s com- 
mand was urgent, and the furnace was ex- 
ceedingly hot, these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego fell bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace. 24But 


they walked about in the midst of the 


flame, singing to God and praising the 
Lord. 
~~ The Prayer of Azariah 7- 


25Then Azariah stood and prayed thus 
and opened his mouth in the midst of the 
fire and said:t 
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*6 “Blessed are You and praiseworthy, 


30 


31 


CaS 
Kad 


39 


36 


37 





O Lord, the God of our fathers, 
And praised and glorified is Your 
name unto the ages.t 


For You are righteous in all You did for 


us, 

And all Your works are true. 

Your ways are upright, 

And all Your judgments are true. 
The judgments You made are true, 
According to all You brought on us 
And on the holy city of our fathers, 
Because in truth and judgment 


You did all these things on account of 


our SINS. 

For we sinned and acted lawlessly 

To depart from You. 

We sinned in every way, 

And did not obey Your 
commandments, wis 

Neither did we treasure or do as You 
commanded, 

That it might go well with us. 

Everything You brought on us 

And all You did to us, You did in-true 
judgment. 

You delivered us into the hands of 
lawless and rebellious enemies 

And to an unjust king—the most evil 
in-any land. 

Now it is not for us to open our 
mouth, 

For this has become a shame and 
disgrace to Your servants 

And to those who worship You. 

For Your name’s sake, do not hand us 
over to the end, 

And do not reject Your covenant. 

Do not withdraw Your mercy from us 
for the sake of Abraham, 

Who is loved by You, and for the sake 
of Isaac, Your servant, 

And of Israel, Your holy one, 

As You spoke to them, saying | 

That You would multiply their seed as 
the stars of heaven, 

And as the sand along the seashore. 

Yet we have been diminished in 
number, O Master, 

More than all the nations, 


3:26-45 This prayer is liturgical in nature and includes verses and phrases from throughout the Old Tes- 






And we are humbled in all the eart . 
today because of our sins. 


38 “At this time, there is no prince, no 
prophet, and no leader; 

There is no whole burnt offering, no 
sacrifice, no offering, and no 
incense; 

There is no place to bear fruit before 
You and to find mercy. 

39 Yet with a contrite soul and humbled 
spirit, | 
May we receive mercy, as with whole 
burnt offerings of rams and bulls, 
And as with thousands of fatted | 
lambs. | 
So let this be our sacrifice before You 
today, 
And may it be accomplished for those 
who follow You; 
_For there is no shame for those who 
firey trust in You. | 
| 41 ‚Now we are following You with all our 
heart, | 
And we fear You and seek Your face. 


a 
a | 


42 “Do not put us to shame, 
But deal with us according to Your 
-kindness | 
And according to the abundance of 
Your mercy. | 
43 Deliver us by Your wondrous works 
And give glory to Your name, O Lord. 
4 May all those who inflict evils upon 
Your servants 
Be put to shame and humiliated in 
their power; | 
And let their strength be crushed. 
5, Let them know that You alone are the 
Lord God 
And glorious over all the inhabited 
earth.” i 


Wa 


_ 


46Now the king’s servants who cast them 
in did not cease to stoke the furnace with 
naphtha, pitch, coarse fiber, and brush- 
wood.t 47The flame shot forty-nine cubits 
above the furnace, and it broke out and 
burned those it found around the furnace 
of the Chaldeans. But the Angel of the 





tament. It includes praise to God (v. 26), acknowledgment that God's judgment is true (vv. 27, 28), con- 
fession of sin (vv. 29, 30), request for deliverance in remembrance of the covenant (vv. 34-36), a plea for 


mercy (vv. 38-43), and for victory over enemies (vv. 44, 45). 


3:46-50 This brief commentary between the Prayer and the Hymn is repeated and expanded in | 
w. 91-97, “See how even the fire appears intelligent, as if it recognized and punished the guilty. For It: 
did not touch the servants of God, but it consumed the unbelieving and impious Chaldeans” (Hippol). 
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d went down into the furnace to join 
_ „zariah and his companions, and shook off 

ne fiery flame of the furnace. 5°He made 
ne inside of the furnace to be as though a | 
jew-laden breeze were blowing through it, 
« the fire did not touch them at all, or 
ause them pain, or trouble them. 


« Hymn of the Three Young Men m 


Then the three, as if with one mouth, 
ang, glorified, and blessed God in the fur- 
nace, Saying: 









| 2 “Blessed are You, O Lord God of our 
| fathers, 
For You are praiseworthy 
And exalted beyond measure unto the 
ages. | 
Blessed is Your name and the temple 
of your glory, 
And You are praised exceedingly 
And exalted beyond measure unto the 
ages. 
% You are blessed in the holy temple of 
Your glory, 
And are highly praised 
And exceedingly glorious unto the ages. | 
* Blessed are You on the throne of Your 
kingdom, i 
And You are praised 
And exalted beyond measure unto the 
ages. 





mp] 
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” “Blessed are You who behold the depths 
And sit upon the cherubim. 
You are praiseworthy 
And exalted beyond measure unto the 
ages. 
Blessed are You in the firmament of 
heaven, 
For You are praised and glorified unto 
y the ages. 
Bless the Lord, all you works of the 
Lord, | 
And sing a hymn to the Lord, 
nd exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 
Bless the Lord, you angels of the Lord, 
nd sing a hymn to Him, 
nd exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 
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Bless the Lord, you heavens, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 

Bless the Lord, all you waters above 
heaven, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 

~ the ages. 

Bless the Lord, all you powers of the 
Lord, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 

the ages. 


“Bless the Lord, you sun and moon, 


And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. | 

Bless the Lord, you stars of heaven, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. ) 

Bless the Lord, every shower and dew, 

And sing a hymn to Him, | 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. .., a 

Bless the Lord, all you winds, | 

And sing a hymn to Him, = 

And.exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 

Bless the Lord, you fire and heat, 

And sing a hymn to Him, | 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. | | 


“Bless the Lord, you winter cold and 


summer heat, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. | | 

Bless the Lord, you dews and snows, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 

Bless the Lord, you frost and cold, 

And sing a hymn to Him, ~— 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages, | 

Bless the Lord, you hoarfrosts and 
SNOWS, 


th 





| Usp 
Men, a 


Nd í i | j 
ings dent in itself, But, summing up and naming them all together, both things in heaven, and 


“80 A fragment fr Teethers te ks that we may marvel at the Hymn of the Three Young 
rom the Fathers remarks y | MNRAS 
‘how they enumerated all created things, so that not one of them might be reckoned free and 


In earth, and things under the earth, they showed them to be all the servants of God, who cre- 


; hg all things by the Word, that no one should boast that any of the creatures was without birth and 
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And sing a hymn to Him, And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto | the ages. 
r the ages. 82 Bless the Lord, O children of men, 
‘| Bless the Lord, you night and day, And sing a hymn to Him, 
And sing a hymn to Him, And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto the ages. 
the ages. 83 Bless the Lord, O Israel, 
72. Bless the Lord, you light and darkness, And sing a hymn to Him, 
And sing a hymn to Him, And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto the ages. 
the ages. 84 Bless the Lord, O priests of the Lord, 
bol And sing a hymn to Him, ~ — 7 
i$ “Bless the Lord, you lightning and And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
clouds, the ages. 
And sing a hymn to Him, 85 Bless the Lord, O servants of the Lord, 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto And sing a hymn to Him, | 
the ages. And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
74 © Let the earth bless the Lord, the ages. 


oo 
on 


And let it sing a hymn to Him, 

Andexalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 

Bless the Lord, you mountains and 
hills, 

And sing a’ hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 

76 Bless the Lord, ali you things growing 

on the earth, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto 


Bless the Lord, O spirits and souls of 
the righteous, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 

| the ages.t 

87 Bless the Lord, O holy ones and 

humble in heart, 

And sing a hymn to Him, 

And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 


=] 
en 


88 “Bless the Lord, O Hananiah, Azariah, 


the ages. | and Mishael, 
“ Bless the Lord, you springs, And sing a hymn to Him, 
And sing a hymn to Him, And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto the ages; 


the ages. 
Bless the Lord, you seas and rivers, 
And sing a hymn to Him, 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto 


For He delivered us from Hades. 

And saved us from the hand of death. 

He rescued us from the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace 


=} 
oo 


the ages. And saved us from the midst of the 
| fire in) 
79 “Bless the Lord, you sea-monsters and | 89 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
everything that moves inthe | good, 


Because His mercy endures forever. 

Bless the Lord, the God of gods, 

All you who worship Him, . 

And sing a hymn and give thanks to 
Him; 

For His mercy endures forever.” 


«n The King Praises God => 


waters, 
And sing a hymn to Him, 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto 
the ages. 
0 Bless the Lord, all you birds of heaven, 
And sing a hymn to Him, 
And exalt Him beyond measure unto 


= 


oo 


the ages. 
81 Bless the Lord, all you wild animals 9Now Nebuchadnezzar heard their 
and cattle, singing, and he marveled and rose up in 





And sing a hymn to Him, | haste, and said to his nobles, ‘Didy we not 






3:86 The spirits and souls of the righteous dead continue to give praise to God forever, KEN the 
ages. 
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hree men bound into t 
plied to the king, “Iruly, O king:”t 2Then 
ye king said, “Behold, I see four men un- 
jed and walking in the midst of the fire, yet 
ey are not destroyed; and the vision of 
ine fourth is like the Son of God.” Then 
he king approached the door of the burn- 


ng fiery furnace, and.called out to them by | 


name, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
servants of the Most High God, come forth 


| md come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, 


and Abednego came forth from the midst 
of the fire. “* Then the governors, the com- 
manders, the viceroys, and the court offi- 
cals gathered together and beheld the 
men, that the fire had no power over their 
bodies; neither had it singed their hair, nor 


s i __ DANIEL 4:16 
he fire?” They | R 








4], Nebuchadnezzar, was prospering and 
flourishing in my house, 59and I saw a 
dream that terrified me. Thus I was trou- 
bled on my bed, for the visions in my mind 
greatly disturbed me.t Therefore I issued a 
decree to bring all the wise men of Babylon 
before me, to make the interpretation of the 
dream known to me. 7So the enchanters, 


the magicians, and the diviners of the 


Chaldeans came in, and I told them the 
dream; but they did not make known its in- 
terpretation to me, ®until at last Daniel 
came in (whose name is Belteshazzar, ac- 


cording to the name of my god, and who 


has the Spirit of the Holy God in him). 
Then I told the dream before him, saying, 
“Belteshazzar, chief of the enchanters, I 


scorched their clothes, nor was the smell of | know that the Spirit of the Holy God is in 
fire on them. 


%So King Nebuchadnezzar answered 


you, and no mystery is impossible to you. 
Hear the vision of the dream I saw, and tell 


and said, “Blessed is the God of Shadrach, | me its interpretation. I was on my bed, 


Meshach, and Abednego, who sent His An- 
gel and saved His servants who trusted in 


| Him; for they altered the word of the king 
| and handed over their bodies to be burned, 


80 as not to serve and worship any god 


| other than their God. Therefore I make a 
| decree: ‘Any people, tribe, or language that 


| blasphemes the God of Shadrach, Meshech, | 


and Abednego shall be destroyed, and their 


| houses plundered, because there is no other 


| filthy 


| ler This passage brings great comfort to 


od who can deliver in this way. ” 9’Then 
te king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego authority over the province of 
adylon, and considered them worthy to be 


€ rulers of all the Jews in his kingdom. | 


™. The King’s Second Dream -™ 
Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all peo- 
al pad tribes, and languages who live in 
m, ‘lam pleased to report to you the signs 
1, Wonders the Most High God did with 
ias | How great and mighty is His kingdom, 
Ye eterna] kingdom! His authority is from 
neration to generation. 





}: ) | ot 

har 22 >t. Hippolytus writes that the king's recognition of 

by he Gentiles would recognize the Incarnate Word when 

Vir ame. But he found no name by which to call the fourth. , 
Jin.” St. Jerome comments that the presence of the Son of God in the furr i 

Mt Into Hades, where the souls of the dead were imprisoned, that He might deliver the righteous 


45 ul by breaking the chains of death. 


499 Of wisdom” (Pr 1:7). 


Nd nations, for the tree to be cu 


€ earth: May peace be multiplied to 





4 oth N ia i ience that follows 
à ebuchadnezzar’s dream and his exper s 
heg then raises him up again, Fear and terror can be seen as God's mercy, for the “fear of God is the 


and I looked and behold, in the midst of the 
earth there was a very tall tree.t "The tree 
was large and strong. Its height reached to 
heaven, and its extent to the ends of all the 
earth. !2Its leaves were beautiful and its 
fruit abundant, and in it there was food for 
all. The wild animals lived beneath it, and 
the birds of heaven dwelled in its branches. 
All flesh was fed from it. — eM 

“I saw in a vision of the night on my 
bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, 
came down from heaven. '*He cried with a 
loud voice and said thus: ‘Chop down the 
tree, and cut off its branches. Shake off its 
leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the wild an- 
imals be driven from beneath it and the 


‘birds from its branches. “Nevertheless, 


leave its stump and roots in the ground, 
and he shall lie down outdoors in the ten- 
der grass, wet with the dew of heaven and 
bound with an iron and copper chain. His 
portion shall be with the wild animals, to 
graze on the vegetation of the earth. '*His 
heart shall be changed from that of a man, 
and the heart of a wild animal will be given 





the fourth man in the furnace was a sign 
He came. “The three youths he thus called 
For He was not yet that Jesus born of the 
furnace is a type of Christ's 


reveal how God humbles the proud 


believers: The Most High God reigns over the affairs of 
t down is the king (see v. 25). | 
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to him. Seven years shall bring this change 
upon him. !?This Saying is by the decree of 
the watchers, 
of the holy ones, so the living might know 
that the Lord is the Most High over the 
Kingdom of men, and will give it to 
whomever He will, and set over it even ob- 
jects of contempt among men.’ 

t8“This is the dream I, Nebuchadnezzar 
the king, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, 
tell the interpretation, since all the wise 
men of my kingdom are unable to reveal its 
interpretation to me; but you, Daniel, are 
able, because the Spirit of the Holy God is 
in you.” 


~ Daniel’s Interpretation «= 

Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshaz- 
zar, became mute about one hour, and his 
thoughts disturbed him greatly, After this. 
the king spoke and said, “Reltesharzar do 
not let the dream and its internretation 
trouble you.” So Beiteshazzar said, “My 
lord, may the dream concern those who 
hate you, and its interpretation be for your 
enemies! The large and strong tree you 
saw, whose top reached to heaven and its 
extent to all the earth, 2'and its leaves were 
flourishing and its fruit abundant. and in it 
there was food for ail, and the wild animals 
lived beneath it, and the birds of heaven 
dwelled in its branches— “this is you, O 
king, for you have become great and 


strong; and your greatness has extended | 


and reached to heaven, and your dominion 
to the ends of the earth. 

23“Tnasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a 
holy one coming down from heaven, and 
saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, 
but leave its stump and roots in the ground, 


and he shall spend the night outdoors in | 


the tender grass, wet with the dew of 
heaven and bound with an iron and copper 
chain, and his portion shall be with the 
wild animals, until seven years bring a 
change upon him’— “this is its interpreta- 
tion, O king, and this is the decree of the 
Most High, which has come upon my lord 
the king: They shall drive you from men, 
and your dwelling shall be with the wild 


animals. They shall make you eat grass like © 


an ox, and you will spend the night there, 
wet with the dew of heaven. Seven years 


and this decision by the word | 





will bring this change upon you, until yoy 
know that the Most High rules over the 
kingdom of men, and will give it to whom- 
ever He will. 

26“Inasmuch as they said, ‘Leave the 
stump and the roots of the tree, your king- 
dom will remain for you, after you come to 
Know the heavenly authority. 27Therefore, 
O king, let my counsel be pleasing to you, 
to atone for your sins with alms and your 
wrongdoings with compassion on the poor. 
Perhaps God will be longsuffering regard- 
ing your trespasses.”t 





>. Nebuchadnezzar’s Humiliation 77> 


46 All these things came upon Nebuchad- 

| nezzar the king. 2°After a period of twelve 
months he was walking about the royal 
palace in Babylon. *°The king spoke, say- 
Ing, “Is not this the great Babylon which | 
built as a home for my kingdom, by my 
mighty power for the honor of my glory?” 
While the word was still in the king’s 
mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, 
“King Nebuchadnezzar, your kingdom has 
passed from you, “and they shall drive you 
from men. Your dwelling shall be with the 
wild animals, and they shall make you eat 


| grass like an ox. Seven years shall bring 


this change upon you, until you know that 
the Most High rules over the kingdom of 
men, and will give it to whomever He will.” 
_%That very hour the word was accom- 
plished upon Nebuchadnezzar, for he was 
| driven from men, ate grass like an ox, and 
his body was covered with the dew of 
heaven, until his hair was like that of lions 
and his nails like birds’ claws. 


w. The King Is Restored => 

31At the end of the time, I, Nebuchadnez- 
zar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my un- 
derstanding returned to me. Then I blessed 
the Most High and praised and glorified 
Him who lives forever; for His authority is 
an eternal authority, and His kingdom is 
from generation to generation.t All the in- 
habitants of the earth are counted as noth- 
ing, and He does according to His will with 
the army of heaven and with the habitation 
of earth. No one can resist His hand or say 

to Him, “What are You doing?” 
‘SAt that time, my understanding re- 








4:27 The mark of a true prophet is that he tells the unadulterated truth at the risk of his own discom- 


fort and his very life. 


4:34-37 The king's change of heart is encouragement to intercede “for kings and all who are in au- 


thority” (1Ti 2:2). 
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Babylon, saving. “\ „yer reads this writ- 
| PEENE | honor, and glory. “So because of the 
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wurned to me, and I came again into the 


nonor of my kingdom. My appearance was 


also restored, and my rulers! and nobles 


asked for me. I became strong again in my 
kingdom, and excellent majesty was added 
to me. Now therefore, I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise, exalt beyond measure, and glorify 
the King of heaven; because all His works 
are true, His paths are just, and He is able 
w humble those who walk in arrogance. 


= Belshazzar’s Banquet .= 


Belshazzar the king made a great ban- 

quet for a thousand of his nobles, and 
drank wine in the presence of the thou- 
sand. While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar 
commanded to bring in the gold and silver 
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father 
had brought from the temple in Jerusalem, 
so the king, his nobles, his concubines, and 
his wives might drink from them.? °Thus 


the gold and silver vessels which he had | 
of God is in you, and vigilance, understand- 


brought from the temple of God Jin 
Jerusalem were brought in. and the king, 


1249. 
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ever! Do not let your thoughts trouble you, 
nor let your countenance change. ''There is 
a man in your kingdom in whom is the 
Spirit of God. In the days of your father, 
vigilance and understanding were found in 
him, and King Nebuchadnezzar your father 
made him the chief of the enchanters, the 
magicians, the Chaldeans, and the diviners. 
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, discern- 
ment, understanding, interpreting dreams, 
revealing things to be grasped, and ex- 
plaining difficult sayings were found in 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshaz- 
zar, now therefore, let him be summoned 
and he will tell you its interpretation.” 


= The Writing Interpreted -= 
13 Then Daniel was led in before the king, 
and the king said to Daniel, “Are you the 
Daniel from the children of the captives of 
Judea, whom my father the king brought 
here? “I haye heard of you, that the Spirit 





ing, and an excellent wisdom are found in 


his nobles, his concubines, and his wives | you. Now- the wise men, the magicians, 
drank from them. 4They drank wine and | the diviners: came before me to read this 


praised the gods made of gold, silver, cop- | 


per, iron, wood, and stones. 


a. Handwriting on the Wall = 
‘In the same hour, the fingers of a man’s 
land came forth and wrote opposite the 
lamp on the plaster of the wall in the king’s 
house; and the king saw the knuckles of the 
hand that wrote. Then the appearance of 


the king changed, and his thoughts trou- | 


bled him greatly. The joints of his hips were 


loosened, and his knees knocked against 


‘ach other. 7So the king cried aloud to 
ting in the magicians, the Chaldeans and 
he diviners. He spoke to the wise men of 


ng and makes known its interpretation to 
me, he shall be clothed with purple and 
Wear a gold chain around his neck. He shall 
iso be the third ruler in my kingdom. 
0w all the king’s wise men entered, but 
€y could not read the writing or make 
‘ie n the interpretation to the king. 950 
‘Ishazzar the king was greatly troubled, 
hi Is appearance changed in him; thus 
nobles were very distressed. hs 
hen the queen entered the banquet 
and spoke, saying, 





Do misuse of the holy vessels a type 
; drawing others into false doct 


«O king, live for- | driven from men, his heart was made like 


5:2 5 j OETA e I 
St. Jero “vice always glories in def 
t me remarks that “vice 4 shel misuseian 


rine and worship. 


writing and make known its interpretation; 
but they could not reveal it to me. !*Then I 
heard about you, that you are able to inter- 
pret matters requiring a judgment. Now 
therefore, if you can read the writing and 
make known its interpretation to me, you 
will be clothed in purple and wear a gold 
chain around your neck. You shall also be 
the third ruler in my kingdom.” 

17Then Daniel answered and Said before 
the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and 
give the privilege of your house to another. 
But I will read the writing for the king and 
make known its interpretation to you. 180 
king, the Most High God gave Nebuchad- 
nezzar your father a kingdom, majesty, 


majesty He gave him, all peoples, tribes, 
and languages trembled and feared be- 
fore him. Whomever he wished he put to 
death; whomever he wished he afflicted; 
whomever he wished he exalted; and 
whomever he wished he humbled, But 
when his heart was lifted up and his spirit 
was hardened with arrogance, he was de- 
posed from his kingly throne, and his 
honor was taken from him, Then he was 





iling what is noble," He sees in Belshazzar's bla- 
d twisting of Scripture by heretics for the pur- 
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that of wild animals, and his dwelling was 
with the wild donkeys. They fed him grass 
like an ox, and his body was covered with 
the dew of heaven, until he came to know 


that the Most High God rules over the king- | 


dom of men and will give it to whomever 
He will. 

22“But you his son; Belshazzar, have not 
humbled your heart, although you knew all 
this. Nevertheless you lifted yourself up 
against the Lord. God of: heaven and 
brought the vessels of His house before 
vou You; your nobles, your concubines, and 
vour wives drank wine from them and 
praised the gods of gold, silver, copper, 
iron, wood, and stones, which do not see or 
hear or know. But you have not glorified 
the God who holds your j -eatih in His hand 
and knows all your way 

24“Therefore the fineer of the hand was 
sent by Him, and He ordered this writing. 
25So this is the writing He ordered: Mene, 
Tekel, Upharsin. 2°Now this is the interpre- 
tation of each word. Mene: God has mea- 
sured your kingdom and finished it. 27lekel: 
He weighed you on the scales, but you were 


found lacking. 22Upharsin: Your kingdom 
has been divided and given to the Medes | 


and Persians.” 
29Then Belshazzar gave the command, 
and they clothed Daniel in purple, put a 
gold chain around his neck, and pro- 
claimed him to be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. | 
w Belshazzar Removed from Power => 


30That very night Belshazzar, king of the 
Chaldeans, was put to death. 


= A Plot against Daniel => 

Now Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom. He was sixty-two years old, 

21t pleased Darius to set one hundred and 
twenty governors over the kingdom, so 
they might be throughout his entire king- 
dom.t *He also set three administrators 
above these, one of whom was Daniel, so 
the governors might give account to them, 
that the king might not be troubled. ‘But 
Daniel excelled beyond them, because 
there was an excellent spirit in him, and the 
king set him over his entire kingdom. "The 
administrators and governors sought to 
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find some charge against Daniel, but Hey 
could find no charge or wrongdoing or 
fault against him because he was faithfult 
6Then the administrators said, “We will find 
nothing against Daniel unless we find it in 
the laws of his God.” 

7S9 the administrators and the governors 
stood before the king and said to. him, 
“King Darius, live forever! ®All the com- 
manders, governors, the highest officials, 
and the regional officers have consulted to- 
gether to establish a royal statute and a 
firm decree, that whoever petitions any god 
or man for thirty days, except from you, O 


| king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 


INow therefore, O king, establish the de- 
cree and exhibit the writing publicly, so the 
decree of the Medes and Persians cannot 
be changed.” "Then King Darius gave or- 
ders to write the decree. 

11Now when Daniel learned that the de- 
cree was posted, he entered his house, 
where the windows facing Jerusalem were 
open to him in the upper rooms, and he 
knelt down on his knees three times that 
day and prayed and gave thanks to his 
God, as he was doing before. !2Then those 
men watched Daniel closely and found him 
praying and making supplication before 


| his God. !3So they approached the king and 


said, “O king, did you not give orders that 
any man who petitioned anything from any 
god or man, except from you, he would be 
cast into the den of lions?” The king 
replied, saying, “The word is true, and the 
decree of the Medes and Persians shall not 
pass away.” 

Then they answered and said before 
the king, “Daniel, who is from the captives 
of Judea, does not obey your order con- 
cerning the decree you commanded, for he 
prays and petitions his God three times a 
day.” Then when the king heard this 
word, he was very sad in himself, and he 
struggled hard to deliver Daniel, and did 
his best to deliver him until evening. !“Then 
those men said to the king, “Know, O king, 
that it is a law of the Medes and Persians 
that no decree or statute the king estab- 
lishes can be altered.” 

7After that, the king gave the command, 
and they brought Daniel and cast him into 





6:2, 3 Governors were forevinclal rulers, often despotic: Daniel was one of three administrators above. 
these who reported directly to Darius. r 
6:5, 6 The enemies of God historically have stopped at nothing to ea to overthrow His A nopan and 
His servants. St. Paul calls such schemes ”the wiles [strategies] of the devil” (Eph 6:11). 








— 


den of lions. But the king said to Daniel, 


Rut God whom you serve continually, He 
will deliver you. i IëThen they brought a 
gone and placed it over the mouth of the 
en; and the king sealed it with his ring 
and with the ring of his nobles, so the mat- 
er concerning Daniel might not- be 
changed. '*The king then went to ‘his house 
and spent the night without his evening 
meal; for they brought no meats to him, 
and his sleep departed from him. Now God 
shut the mouths of the lions, and they did 
not trouble Daniel.* | 


= Daniel Is Spared 7 


Then the king arose early in the morn- 
ing at daybreak and went in haste to the 
den of lions.t 2!As he approached the den, 
he cried with a loud voice, “Daniel, servant 
of the living God, has your God, whom you 
serve continually, been able to deliver you 
from the mouth of the lions?” 24Daniel said 
tothe king, “O king, live forever! “My God 
sent His angel and shut the mouths of the 
lions so they did not destroy me, because 
uprightness was found in me before Him; 
and | did no wrongdoing in His sight.” 

“Then the king rejoiced greatly over him 
and gave orders to bring Daniel out of the 
den; and no corruption was found in him, 
because he believed in his God. The king 
hen gave orders, and they brought the men 


‘Who brought charges against Daniel; and 


hey cast them, their children, and. their 
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reach the bottom of the den before the lions 


overpowered them and broke all their 
' bones in pieces. | 


œ Darius’s New Decree > | 
26Now Darius the king wrote to all peo- 
ples, tribes; and languages who dwell in all 
| the earth: . 

“May peace be multiplied to you. 

21“A- decree was made,in my, presence, 
that in: every dominion of my kingdom, 
men must tremble and fear before the God 
of Daniel, because He is the living God; He 
endures unto the ages. His kingdom shall 
not. be destroyed, and His dominion shall 
continue to the end. 28He helps and rescues, 
and works signs and wonders in heaven 
and on earth; for He delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions.” jg 

29S0 Daniel prospered in the kingdom of 

| Darius and in the kingdom of Cyrus the 
| Persian. aoe pte 
|| a, Daniels Vision of Four Beasts- 
| In the first year of Belshazzar, king of 
‘the Chaldeans, Daniel saw a dream 
and visions in his head upon his bed. Then 
he wrote down.the dream:t 2I, Daniel, 
looked on in my vision in the night, and be- 
hold, the four winds of heaven blew vio- 
lently upon the great sea. “Then four large 
beasts came up from the sea, each different 
from the other, *The first was like a lioness, 
and it had wings like an eagle. I looked on 


Wives into the den of lions. They did. not | until its wings were plucked out, and it was 
17-25 St, Ephraim of Syria writes that both the OT Daniel and the NT Lazarus (see Jn 11:1-45) illus- 
| tate Christ in His tomb. “A type of You therefore was Daniel, and also Lazarus; one in the den, which 
| € Gentiles sealed up, and one in the sepulchre, that the people opened. Lo! their signs and their seals 
| proved them. Their mouth would have been open, if they had left Your sepulchre open. But they 
vent away because they had shut Your sepulchre and sealed it, and closed up their own mouths. Yes, 
“Y Closed it, and when they had senselessly covered Your sepulchre, all the slanderers covered their 
"n heads, But in Your Resurrection You persuaded them concerning Your Birth; since the womb was 
“ed, and the sepulchre closed up; being alike pure in the womb, and living in the sepulchre. The 
mb and the sepulchre being sealed were witnesses unto You, | 
5 Note how a pagan king kept vigil and fasted while his friend Daniel was in danger. 
i -25 Signs are performed by God among unbelieving peoples so that the worship and word of the 
| t true Gog may be proclaimed with power, as shown by Darius’s new decree (vv. 26, 27). 
[ae st, Aphrahat comments that the great sea (the Mediterranean Sea) is symbolic of the world, and 
The re four great beasts (v. 3) are the four kingdoms signified above" (see text and notes at 2:25-49). 
a 'Oness with eagle's wings (v. 4) is the Babylonian Empire; the bear rose up on one side (v. 5) be- 
i be en the kingdom of Media and Persia arose, it arose in the east. Hippolytus sees the three ribs 
ng the Medes, the Assyrians, and the Babylonians. They are also often identified with Lydia, Bab- 
ang its Egypt, all of which were conquered and reduced to a single realm by the Persians under Cyrus 
burp 22. Cambyses, The Fathers agree the leopard is Alexander the Great, and the four wings and 
home 24S (v, 6) are his four generals (see 8:5-14 and note). The fourth beast (v. 7) is seen to be the 
it, loh Empire, which subdued the world with its strength, Note that the four heavenly beasts of 
‘me > Vision far surpass these temporary, earthly beasts (see Rev 4:6, 7 and note; see also Ezk 1:5, 21). 
¿the Fathers say that the ten horns prophesy nations that will rise up in the last days. 


a 








>>>8A POCALYPTIC#ace 
LITPRAT URE 


yy Within Holy Scripture there are certain visionary, prophetic writings that are specifically 
af seen as revelations because they reveal something about the last days, or end times. These 
sile writings within Holy Scripture are part of a larger group of works known as apocalyptic 
Yee literature (from a Greek word meaning “to uncover” or “unyeil”), 

aT From about 2508c to AD 200, there were some thirty to forty such works circulat- 
ing within the Jewish and early Christian communities. Only one of all these writings, the 
Revelation of John (also called the Apocalypse), was accepted by the Church to be part of 
Holy Scripture. There are other sections in the Bible which also are written in an apocalyptic 
style, such as Isaiah 24—27; 60—66; Ezekiel 38—39; Daniel 7—12; Zechariah 1—6, 9—14; 
and Mark 13. | | | 

It is typical for apocalyptic writings to describe visions of angels, animals of various kinds, 
scrolls, lamps, stars, and dragons, as well as battles and various natural disasters. The Revela- 
tion of John includes much imagery found also in Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah (see 
Ezk 40:1-5 and Rev 11:1; 21:9-17; Dan 7:1-8 and Rev 13:1-5; Zec 4:1-6, 11-14 and 
Rev 4:5: 11:3, 4). About three-fourths of the 404 verses in Revelation refer to something in 
the Old Testament. 3 | | | : 

How are we to understand this not easily understood literary form? How are we to apply 
these Scriptures to our lives? Christ taught it is impossible to know when He will come again 
(Mt 24:36, 44). It is impossible to determine the precise meaning of all the imagery in the 
apocalyptic writings. Rather, we are to look forward to; the end of time with sober yet eager 
anticipation, as pilgrims seeking His eternal kingdom (Php 3:20; Col 3:14). A prayer by 
St. Basil the Great says, “Grant us to pass through all the night of this present life with vigilant 
heart and sober thought, in expectancy of the coming of the bright and manifest day of. - . 
our Lord.” 

The apocalyptic texts are offered to Christians in every generation to encourage them in 
their struggles against sin, the principalities and powers of darkness in this world (Eph 6:12) 
and the fear of death. These writings assure us that even in the midst of the cosmic cataclysms 
and battles against evil powers occurring just before Christ returns—the time of “great tribula- 
tion” (Mt 24:21)—the Lord will strengthen and guide His people (Mt 28:20), bringing them 
to final victory over all forces of evil (Rev 20:7-10). Making references to Daniel 7 and 12 
concerning the end times, St. Cyril of Jerusalem explains that as in the persecutions, God will 
again permit these things. Why? Not because He wants satanic power to hinder His people, 
but because He desires to crown His own champions for their patient endurance—just as He 
did His prophets and apostles—so that having toiled for a little while, they may inherit the | 
eternal kingdom of Heaven. | 

So the essential purpose of the apocalyptic writings is to encourage the faithful to be full 
of hope and prepared to persevere to the end, no matter what happens (Mt 24:3-13; 
Lk 21:25-28). All are inspired to look through the darkness of the present age and to 
behold the ultimate victory of Christ and the joyful consummation that awaits His 
Bride—the Church—who, through Her sacraments, has prepared herself for the coming 
of the Lord (2Pt 3:7-14; Tts 2:11-14). The closing words of the New Testament ex- 
press this very sense of expectation; “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20). r 







| derfoot whatever was left. It was exceed- | 
| ingly different from all the beasts before it, 
| and it had ten horns. *l..was especially 


bea 


| ad t ki g A B 
an Thus they said to it, “Arise, devour 








riven from the earth and made to stand on 
numan feet; and a human heart was given 
it. ŝAfter this, behold, there was a second 


hree ribs in its mouth, between its 


much flesh!” 6After this, I kept looking and 
yehold, there was another beast like a leop- 
ard, and it had the four wings of a bird on 
its back. There were also four heads on the 


yeast, and authority was given to it. 7After | 


this, I looked and behold, a fourth beast, 
fearful, terrifying, and exceedingly strong. 
it had huge iron teeth, and it was devour- 
ing, breaking in pieces, and trampling un- 


noticing its horns, and behold, there was 
another horn, a little one. It came up among 
them, and the three horns of these before it 
were uprooted because of its presence; and 
behold, there were eyes like the eyes of a 


| man in this horn, and it had a mouth speak- 


ing arrogant things.t 


~ The Ancient of Days = 
1 continued to watch until thrones were 


| but in place, and the Ancient of Days en- 


troned Himself. His clothing was white as 


| Slow, and the hair of His head was like 


Dure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, 
and its wheels a burning fire.t !°A river of 
lire flowed from before Him. Thousands 
aid thousands ministered to Him, and 


| “untless thousands stood before Him. The 
“urt was in session, and the books were 
ened. |!Then I kept watching because of 

















3 sound of the arrogant words the horn 
48 Speaking. I watched until the beast was 


; Put to death and destroyed, and its body 


‘ven to the burning flame. !2As for the rest 


| -the beasts, their dominion was taken 


s yet length of life was given them for 
on and a time. 
Continued to observe the vision in the 









st like a bear. It rose up on one side and 
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was coming with the clouds of heaven, un- 
til He came to the Ancient of Days and ap- 
proached Him.t 4Then dominion, honor, 
and the kingdom were given to Him, and 
all peoples, tribes, and languages served 
Him. His authority is an everlasting author- 
ity which shall not pass away, and His king- 
dom shall not be destroyed. 


=. The Meaning of the Vision 7- 
ISMy spirit within me trembled with fear, 
and the visions in my head troubled me. 
l6Then I approached one of those who 
stood by and sought the precise meaning of 
all this from him. So he told me the precise 
meaning and made known to me the inter- 
pretation of the words: 
17“These four large beasts are four king- 
doms. They shall arise on the earth, then be 
| taken away. After this, the saints of the 
Most High shall receive the kingdom and 
possess it unto ages of ages.” 
iSThen I sought the precise meaning of 
| the fourth beast, for it was different from all 
the others. It was exceedingly fearful, and 
its teeth were made of -iron,.and its nails of 
bronze. It. was devouring, breaking in 
pieces, and trampling underfoot whatever 
was left. 2°The ten horns on its head and the 
other horn, which had eyes and a mouth 
that spoke arrogant things, and the vision of 
which I noticed more than the rest, came up 
and knocked down the three horns before it. 
21S I kept looking, and that horn made war 
with the saints and prevailed against them, 
22until the Ancient of Days came and gave 
His judgment in favor of the saints of the 
Most High. Then the time arrived, and the 
saints possessed the kingdom. 
23Thus he said: “The fourth beast shall be 
a fourth kingdom on the earth, which shall 
surpass all the kingdoms; and it shall de- 
vour all the earth, and trample and break it 
in pieces. *4Its ten horns are ten kings. They 
shall arise, and after them another shall 





= = DANIEL 7:24 
night, and behold; One like the Son of Man 


4, 24, 25 The little horn is seen to be the antichrist, an eleventh king who shall appear suddenly in 
Midst of the ten horns, seizing power through magic and sorcery. He will exalt himself as God and 


M i i i 
| "i War on the Church (v. 11). But Christ will deliver the Church and establish God's everlasting king- 


The Orthodox response to the prophetic teaching of the Scriptures is not to fear, or to try to 


| én nd-Juess God's timetable, but rather to practice repentance and watchfulness against sin and to 


|! 


ly. Be in spreading the gospel. | fae 
hey 4. Daniel’s vision is similar to several aspects of St. John’s Revelation, including the thrones (see 
2-6 and notes), the multitude of worshipping angels and other creatures (see Rev 5:11), and the 


M3 Ny 10; see also Rev 20;12 and note), 
h ory Daniel's vision of the Ancient of Days is that of the Second Coming of Christ, the Son of Man, 









in evils, and he shall humble three kings: 
25He will speak extremely arrogant words 
and wear down the saints of the Most High. 
He will devise a way to change times and 
law, and he shall be given authority for a 
time, times, and half a time.t 26But the court 
shall go into session, and they shall take 
away his dominion to consume and-destroy 
it forever, 27Then the kingdom, the author- 
ity, and the greatness of the kingdoms un- 
der heaven shall be given to the saints of 
the Most High. His kingdom is an everlast- 


ing kingdom, and all dominions shall serve | 
came forth, strong and exceedingly great, 


and obey Him.” 

28This is the end of my account. As for 
me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled 
me. My countenance changed, but I Kept 
the matter to myself: | 


w The Ran and the Goat-.= 


In the third year of Belshazzar’s'reign, | 


a vision was revealed to me—to me, 
Daniel—after the one that appeared to me 


palace, in the province of Elam; and I’saw 
in the vision that I was by the Ulai River. 
3Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and 


behold, one ram' stood before the Ulai, and | 


it had horns. The horns were high, but one 
was higher than the other; and the higher 
one came up last. 4I saw the ram pushing 
westward, northward, and southward, and 
no animal could withstand him or deliver 
from his power; but he did according to his 
will and became great. 

5As I was considering this, behold, a 


male goat came from the southwest, across 


the surface of all the earth, without touch- 


ing the ground; and the goat had a notable — 


horn between its eyes.t "Then he came to 





the ram that had the horns, which I saw 


7:25 A time, times, and half a time refers to the “short time” (three and a half years) of tribulation that 
will befall the faithful just prior to the end of the age (see 12:7 and note; Rev 12:7-16 and notes). 
8:1-27 Daniel's vision occurred about 551 ac. The ram (v. 3) represents Darius and the rule of the 


standing before the Ulai, and he ran at him 


with furious power. 7I saw him running at 


the ram, and attacking him savagely. He 
struck the ram and broke both his horns. 
There was no strength in the ram to with- 
stand him, but he cast him to the ground 
and trampled him. There was no one that 
could deliver the ram from his power. *So 
the male goat became exceedingly great; 
and when he became strong, his large horn 
was broken, and four horns came up under 
him toward the four winds of heaven. 
Then from one of them one strong horn 


toward the south and the east and toward 
the host. "He exalted himself to the host of 
heaven, and some of the heavenly host and 


stars fell to the earth; and he trampled 


them underfoott !!until the chief captain 
delivered the host of captives. For because 
of him the sacrifice was thrown down; and 
it came about that he prospered, but the 


lal c to sanctuary was to become desolate. “For 
the first timet 2] was in Shushan, in the | 


the sin offering was offered as long as 
there was sacrifice, but he cast righteous- 


ness to the ground; and although he did 


this, he prospered. Then I heard one of the 
saints speaking, and another saint said to 
that one speaking, “How long will the vi- 
sion stand, and the sacrifice be taken away, 
and the sin offering which was offered be 
desolated, and the sanctuary and host be 
trampled underfoot?” He replied to him, 


“Until two thousand and three hundred 


days of evening and morning, then the 
sanctuary shall be cleansed.” 
Bu Gabriel Reveals the Vision = 


-| 1550 it came about that when I, Daniel, 
saw the vision and sought to understand it, 


Medes 


and Persians (v. 20), which ended with the death of Belshazzar in 538. The male goat (v. 5) represents 
the conquests of the Greeks (v. 21) up until the time of the Romans, about 64 Bc. 4 
8:5-14 When Alexander's rule was broken (v. 8) When he was only 33, his four generals divided up his 
empire among themselves: Ptolemy | in Egypt; Seleucus | in Asia; Lysimachus in Asia Minor; and Cas- 
sander in Macedonia. The strong horn (v. 9) is seen to represent Antiochus IV Epiphanes, who took t y 
Seleucid kingdom in 175 8c, He put an end to temple sacrifice and set up a statue of Jupiter in the holy 


temple in Jerusalem. 


8:10-26 The temple was cleansed (v, 14) under Judas Maccabeus after he had led the Jews to victory ý 
over the Syrians. St. Jerome says that most church commentators see a partial fulfillment of these even 
in the persecution of Antiochus, but that the passage also points to the antichrist, the king who shall 3 
arise (v. 23). The antichrist is himself a type of all those who raise themselves up against Christ. Thus, 
downfall at Christ's Second Coming symbolizes the final destruction of all evil and the realization 0 


Christ's eternal kingdom (see 2Th 2:3-12 and note). 
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men, behold, the vision of a man stood be- 
ore me. '*I heard the voice of this man in 
me midst of the Ulai, and he called and 
said, “Gabriel, cause that man to under- 
stand the vision.” '’Thus he came and stood 


near Where | was standing; and when he | 


came, I was astonished and fell on my face. 


Then he said to me, “Understand, son of 
man, for the vision is yet for the end of. 


time.” 'SNow when he spoke with me, I fell 
on my face to the ground, but he touched 
me and stood me on my feet: !9Then he 
said, “Behold; | will make. known to you 


1255 





RENO OS, 


Daniel, understood in the books the num- 
ber of years when the word of the Lord to 
Jeremiah the prophet would be fulfilled for 
the desolation of Jerusalem; and it came to 
Seventy years. 

‘Then I set my face toward the Lord God 
to seek Him in prayer and supplication, 
with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.t 4So I 
prayed to the Lord my God and made con- 
fession. I said, “O Lord God, great and mar- 
velous, who keep Your covenant and mercy 
with those who: love You and keep Your 
commandments— “we sinned and did 








what shall take place in the last time of | wrong. We acted lawlessly, fell away, and 


wrath, for the vision is yet for the end of 
time. "The ram: you. saw with its horns.is 
the king of the Medes and Persians. 2!The 
male goat is the king of the Greeks, and the 
great horn between its eyes is the first king. 
“When that horn is broken and four horns 
stand under it, four kings from.that nation 
shall arise, but not with its might. 

“Then in the latter time of their king- 
dom, when sins are fulfilled, a king shall 


arise, shameless in countenance; and he | 


will understand riddles. 24His strength will 
be mighty, and he shall destroy terribly, He 
shall prosper and take action, and destroy 
the mighty and the holy people. >The yoke 
of his chain shall prosper. There will. be 


treachery in his hand, and he shall magnify 


himself in his heart. He shall destroy many 
with deceit and stand for the destruction of 
Many. He will crush them like an egg in his 
hand. Now the vision of the evening and 

€ morning that was told is true: therefore, 
fal the vision, because it refers to many 
ays in the future.”t 


or days. After this, | arose and did the 
ngs business, and I wondered about the 
lon; but no one understood it. 


® Daniel Prays for the People => 

In the first year of Darius the son of 

Whe cTxes, of the seed of the Medes, 

Che reigned over the kingdom) of the 
aldeans— żin the first year of his reign I, 





8:26 Seal the vision: “The things, therefore, which of old were sealed, are now by the grace of God the 


Lord 
Chri 


Then I, Daniel, fell asleep and was sick 





| 


turned away from Your commandments 
and judgments. Neither did we obey Your 
servants the prophets who spoke in Your 
name to our kings, our rulers, our fathers; 


_and to all the people in the land. 70O Lord, 
_hignteousness belongs to You, but shame of 





face belongs to us, as itis today, to the men 
f Judah; to those who dwell in Jerusalem, 


_and:to all Israel, those near and far in all 


the earth, wherever You scattered them in 
their faithlessness: by which they rejected 
You. O Lord; shame of face belongs to us, 
our kings, our rulers, and to our fathers 
who sinned against You.t 9To the Lord our 
God -belong mercy -and forgiveness, 
whereas we fell away. We have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to 
walk in His laws, which He set before us by 
the hands of His servants the prophets. 
1lYes, all Israel transgressed Your law and 
turned aside, so as not to obey Your voice. 
Therefore the curse and the oath written in 
the Law of Moses the servant of God has 
come upon us, because we sinned against 
You. So He confirmed His words which 
He spoke against us and against our judges 
who judged us, by bringing upon us great 
calamities; for under the whole heaven 
Such has not taken place, as the things that 
happened in Jerusalem, As it is written in 
the Law of Moses, all these calamities came 


upon us, yet we have not entreated the Lord 


our God so as to turn from our wrongdo- 
ings, and to gain insight into all Your truth. 





àll open to the saints, for He was Himself the perfect Seal, and the Church is the key. ... But to 
tit was not said ‘seal,’ but ‘loose’ the things bound of old; in order that, by His grace, we might 


Our the will of the Father, and believe upon Him whom He has sent for the salvation of men, Jesus 


4 o'd” (Hippol), | 
ET € sinned; In the spirit of true 
| Dania) 
k 
E 


intercessory prayer, Daniel takes on himself the sins of the people 
te “ents before the Lord, begging His mercy for their sakes. | n ot | | 
11 This is as clear in defining sin as any passage in the Scriptures, St. Paul offers a summary of 

$ Words: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). a rini 
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l4Therefore the Lord watched and brought 
all these things upon us, for the Lord our 
God is righteous in every work He does, 
though we have not obeyed His voice. !°So 
now, O Lord our God, who brought Your 
people from the land of Egypt with a strong 
hand, and who made Yourself a name as it 
is this day, we have sinned and acted law- 
lessly., 


16“O Lord, in all Your mercy, let Your | 


anger and Your wrath be turned away from 
Your city of Jerusalem, Your holy mountain, 
though we have sinned; for in our wrong- 
doings and those of our fathers, Jerusalem 
and Your people have become a disgrace 
among all those around us. "So now, O 
Lord our God, listen to the prayers of Your 
servant and his supplications, and cause 
Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which 
is deserted because of You, © Lord. *8O my 
God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your 


eyes and see our destruction and that of | 


Your city, in which Your name is called 
upon; for not on the basis of our righteous 
deeds do we bring our prayer for mercy be- 
fore You, but on the basis of Your abundant 
mercy. 190 Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O 
Lord, give heed and act! Do not delay for 
Your sake, O my God, for Your city and Your 
people are called by Your name.” 


=, Gabriel and the Seventy Weeks 7- 

20Now while I was still speaking, pray- 
ing, and declaring my sins and the sins of 
my people Israel, and bringing my cry for 
mercy before the Lord my God concerning 
the holy mountain of my God, 2'yes, while I 
was speaking in prayer, then the man 
Gabriel, whom I saw in my vision at the be- 
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9:24-27 The Epistle of Barnabas (ch. 16) observes that this passage was fulfilled when the temple (the 


ginning, flew and touched me about the 
time of the evening sacrifice. “*He caused 
me to understand, and spoke with me and 
said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to 
guide you with insight. At the beginning 
of your prayer, the word went out, and | 
have come to tell you, for you are a man of 


desires. Therefore, consider the matter and 


understand the vision: 

44*Seventy weeks are determined for 
your people and for your holy city to finish 
sin, to set an end to sin, to wipe out lawless- 
ness, to atone for wrongdoings, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Holy of 
Holies.t 25You shall know therefore and un- 
derstand that from the going forth of the 
word to be answered and to build Jerusa- 
lem, until Christ the Prince, there shall be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. Then the 
time shall return, and the streets and the 
wall shall be built; the times shall be left 
desolate. ~ | 

26“A fter the sixty-two weeks, the Anointed 
One shall be put to death, yet there shall be 
no upright judgment for Him; and he shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary with the 


prince who is coming, and they shall be cut 
| off with a flood, and to the end of the war, 
| which will be cut short, he shall appoint the 


city to desolations. 27Then he shall confirm 
a covenant with many for one week, and in 
the middle of the week, My sacrifice and 
drink-offering will be taken away; and 
there shall be in the temple the abomina- 
tion of desolations, and to the end of the 


‘time, an end to the desolation shall be ap- 


pointed,”t 


sanctuary, v. 26) was destroyed by the Romans in ap 70. But Barnabas also points out that a true temple 
remains, the Body of Christ, a spiritual temple in which God truly dwells. Seventy weeks is interpreted 
to mean seventy weeks of years, or 490 years (seventy times seven years). This prophecy applies also to 
Jeremiah’s “seventy years” (see 9:2; Jer 25:11, 12; 29:10). | 

According to Hippolytus, Daniel's vision concerned the time when the temple would be rebuilt, as 
well as the time of the coming of the Messiah. First, the Jews would return and resume sacrifice after 
seventy years of captivity. “Having mentioned therefore seventy weeks, and having divided them into 


two parts, in order that w 
ceeds thus, until Messia 


hat was spoken by him to the prophet might be better understood, he pro- 
h the Prince there shall be seven weeks, which make forty-nine years. It was In 


the twenty-first year [of Nebuchadnezzar's reign] that Daniel saw these things in Babylon. Hence, the 
forty-nine years added to the twenty-one, make up the seventy years, of which the blessed Jeremiah 


spoke” (Jer 25:11). Second, Jesus the Messia 


h would be crucified in ap 30, about 490 years (seventy 


weeks) after Artaxerxes commissioned Ezra to rebuild Jerusalem in 458 sc (2Ez 7:7, 8). 
9:27 Hippolytus comments that after “Christ is come, and the gospel is preached in every place, the 
times being then accomplished, there will remain only one week, the last, in which Elias will appear 


d Enoch. And in the midst of it the abomination of desolations will be manifested, that i rs 
ae id. And when he comes, the sacrifice and oblation will be removed, 


n every place by the nations” (see Mt 24:15 and note). 


announcing desolation to the wor 
which now are offered to God | 





s, Antichrist, 


—_ = -=a rra 
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| face like the appearance of lightning. His 


— ee 


— | 


| „nen he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, | 









ne | l DANIEL II:2 
= The Man of Splendor . your God, your words were heard; and I 
In the third year of Cyrus King of | Came because of your words.t !But the 
the Persians, a word was revealed to | prince of the Persian kingdom withstood 
paniel, whose name was called Belte- | me twenty-one days, and behold, Michael, 
shazzar. The word was true, and great | one of the chief princes, came to help me; 
wer and understanding were given to for I was left there with the ruler of the Per- 
him in the vision. 2In those days, I, Daniel; | Sian kingdom. \4Now 1 have come to-make 
was mourning three full weeks.t 3] ate no | you understand what will happen to your 
desirable food, and no meat or wine en- | people in the last days, for the vision is for 
ered my mouth, nor did I anoint myself, 


days yet to come.” 
until three whole weeks were fulfilled. 


| When he had spoken these words to 
‘Then on the twenty-fourth day of the first | me, I turned my face toward the ground 
month, I was beside the great river. that is, 


and was deeply troubled. !®Again suddenly, 
the Tigris. 5I lifted my eyes and looked, and | One having the likeness of a son of man 
behold, there was a man clothed in fine | touched my lips, and I opened my mouth 
linen; and his waist was girded with gold of | and spoke, and said to the one standing be- 
Uphaz.t "His body was like beryl, and his | fore me, “My lord, because of your vision, 
my insides churned within me so I have no 
strength.t !7For how can your servant, my 
lord, speak with my lord of this? As for me. 
no strength now remains in me, nor is any 
breath left in me.” | 





Pr 


eyes were like lamps of fire. and his arms 
and legs like the appearance of shining 
brass. The sound of his words was like the 
voice of a multitude. 7I, Danie! alone saw : coe | 
the vision, for the men with me did not see | “Then again, the one like ‘the appear- 
the vision; but a great astonishment fell | ance of a man touched me’ and strength- 
upon them, and they fled in fear. So I was | Ened me. “He said to’ me, “O man’ of de- 
leit alone and saw this great vision, but no | Sires, Peace be to you;’be courageous and 
strength remained in me: for my splendor | Strong.” So when he spoke with me, I was 
was turned into corruption, and I retained | Sttengthened and said, “Let pe ON 
no strength. "Yet I heard the sound of his | fF Le have strengthened me.” Then he 
words; and when I heard him, I was deeply | Said, ‘Do you know why I have come to 
toubled with my face on the ground. you; Bub -now!| hwilkereturm! to thes wat 

y against the ruler of the Persians, and I will 
® Prophecies of Persia and Greece > | go forth, and the ruler of the Greeks will 
“Suddenly, a hand touched me and | come. 2!But I will tell you what is noted in 


= 


| faised me up on my knees. !!He said to me, | the Scripture of Truth—and there is no one 


O Daniel, a man of desires, understand the | loyal to me concerning this, except Michael 
"ords I speak to you and stand upright, for | your prince. 

‘OW I have been sent to you.” So when he ; i | 
Moke this word to me, I stood trembling. i | “AS for me, in the first year of Cyrus, 
| | 1 [stood in power and strength.t 2Now 
‘or from the fir : heart to | I will tell you the truth: Behold, three kings 

) st day you set your hea \ iC l 
derstand and to afflict yourself, before | will yet arise in Persia, and the fourth shall 





iird year of Cyrus was 533 Bc. z , 
10:2, 3 PE season J fasting and mourning is echoed by the faithful during the time of Great Lent, 


ason of “bright sadness.” l 
5 St, Hippolytus writes that the Father “sent His own Word to show what should happen by Him. 


| And that took place, indeed, by the great river. For it was meet that the Son should be manifested 


| hae, where also He was to remove sins.” Other commentators see this figure as the Archangel Gabriel 


10:12 “Behold how much the piety of a righteous man avails, that to him alone, as to one worthy, 


ot Not yet to be manifested in the world should be revealed” (Hippol). 
15 As with Isaiah's vision (Is 6:7), the phrase touched my lips has eucharistic overtones. — k 
Urie el’s prophecies in this chapter were fulfilled with astonishing power and strength in the cen- 
M4 eae dis Ill, Darius IV, and Xerxes, who 
led ' 2 Four kings indeed arose in Persia after Cyrus: Cambyses, Smerais Ill, Darius IV, J 

the Persians against the Greeks in about 485-465 Bc, 





DANIEL Ih:3 






be far richer than all of them; and after he 
possesses his wealth, he shall rise up against 
all the kingdoms of the Greeks. *Then a 
mighty king shall arise, and he shall rulea 
great dominion and do according to his will.t 


4After his kingdom is established, it shall be > 


crushed and divided toward the four winds 
of heaven, but not among his posterity, nor 
according to his dominion ‘with which he 
ruled: for his kingdor shall be uprooted and 
given to others besides these. 


«~ Warring Kings of North and South - 

5“Also the king of the south shall become 
strong; and one of his rulers shall prevail 
against him and have power over. a great 
dominion under his authority.t °After his 
years, they shall join forces, tov the daugh- 
ter of the king of the south shall go to the 
king of the north to make an apreement 
with him. But she shall not retain the power 
of her authority, and neither shall his seed 
stand: but she shall be betrayed along with 
those who brought her, the maiden and: he 
who strengthened her in those times.t “But 


from the flower of her root, one shall arise | 


in his readiness and shall come against the 
host, enter the strongholds of the king of 
the north, and deal with them and prevail.t 
8Then he shall also carry their gods to 
Egypt with their molten images, and all 
their precious vessels of silver and gold, 
along with a host of captives. Thus he shall 
stand above the king of the north. Then he 
will come against the kingdom of the king 
of the south, but shall return to his own 





11:3, 4 After his death 
erals. 

11:5 Ptolemy | Soter was the king 
Ptolemy II Philadelphus, or else Sel ) 
Ptolemy | Soter and later gained power over him. 
11-6 This verse prophesies Bernice, daughter o 
power when her father died, and 
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land. !°But his sons shall assemble a multi- 
tude of great forces. Thus when he comes, 


he shall come and overwhelm and pass by, 


then he shall rest. Again he shall contend to 
the extent of his strength.t | 
\\“Then the king of the south shall be an- 
gered and go out and fight with the king of 
the north, who shall muster a great multi- 
tude; but this multitude shall be given into 


| his hand.t !2For he will defeat the multi- 





tude, and his heart will be lifted up. Yes, he 
shall cast down tens of thousands, but will 


| not prevail. !3For the king of the north will 


return and muster.a multitude greater than 
the former, and.at the end of some years his 


‘invading army shall come with a great 
| force and much equipment. 


| 





| 


daughter of women to corrupt 





stand in 


14“Now in those times many will rise up 
against the king of the south. Even the sons 
of troublemakers among your people shall 
exalt themselves in fulfillment of the vision, 
but they will be weak. !°So the king of the 
north shall come and build a siege mound, 
and take fortified cities; and the arms of the 
king of the south shall not withstand him. 
His choice troops will rise up, but there shall 
be no strength to resist. }®But he who comes 
against him shall do according to his will, 
and no one shall stand against him, He will 
the Land of Beauty, and it shall be 
consumed by his hand.t "He shall also set 
his face to enter with the strength of his 
whole kingdom, and he will do whatever 
seems right to him. He shall give him the 
her; but she 
will not remain with him or be for him." I8Af- 






in 320 ec, the kingdom of Alexander the Great was divided among his four gen- 


of the south, or Egypt. One of his rulers may refer to Ptolemy's son. 
eucus Nicator, another of Alexander's generals, 


who allied with 


f Ptolemy II Philadelphus. She could not retain her 
was assassinated along with those who strengthened her. It was un- 


der Ptolemy | Philadelphus, king of Egpyt from 287-247 Bc, that the Septuagint translation of the Old 


Testament was begun. 
41:7-9 Her root refers to Be 
sin, Seleucus Callinicus, king 
11:10 The sons of Seleucus 
indeed assemble . . . great forces, but 
41:11-14 Enraged, Ptolemy IV Philopator al 
did not gain supremacy. Antiochus Ill of Syria 
the forces of his infant son, Ptolemy V Epiphanes, 
Jews. | | 

11:16 Antiochus III took Judea in 
rison at Jerusalem. Thus, Antiochus | 
11:17 In an effort to ally himself with Egypt, 
seven-year-old Ptolemy V Epiphanes, 


rnice’s brother, Ptolemy 
of the north, after which he carried their 


Callinicus of the north were Seleucus Ceraunus and 
it was Antiochus who passed through and invaded the south. 


tor did fight with the king of the north in about 218 8¢, 


in the north, having mustered a greater army, did 
in 204 ac, with the 


lll Evergetes, He avenged her by 


killing her assas- 
Syrian gods back to Egypt 
Antiochus Ill. They did 


but he 
d defeat 


help of troublemakers among the 


battle with Scopus of the south. This included a siege of Scopus’ ga" 
ill did indeed stand in the Land of Beauty. | 

Antiochus IlI married off 
but in the end, they did not remain with him. — 


his child daughter, Cleopatra; to 
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er this he shall turn his face to the islands | and crush him. His army shall be over- 
nd shall take: many, and cause rulers to | whelmed, and many shall fall down slain. 
| ase from their disgrace. Nevertheless, his | 27“Now both kings and their hearts will 
own disgrace shall turn back on him.t !’Then | be set on evil, and they shall speak lies at 
he will turn his face toward the strength of | the same table; but the evil will not prosper, 
| pis land, but he shall stumble and fall, and | for the end is yet at the appointed time. 
will not be found. | Then he shall return to his land with 
“Now a plant of the kingdom shall | abundant possessions, but his heart shall 
arise from his root and pass over in his | be against the holy covenant; so he shall do 
readiness. He will further the glory of the | evil. then return to his own land. 
kingdom, but in those days he shall be | i 
crushed, but not openly or in battle.t 2!Af-| : = The Northern King’s Deceit > 
ter this, one shall arise in his readiness, |  ?°“At the appointed time he shall return 
| and be set at naught. Yet they did not give | and come into the south again; but this 
him the glory of the kingdom: neverthe- | last coming will not be like the first. 3°For 
| lss, he shall enter with prosperity and | the Kitians shall go out and come against 
seize the kingdom by intrigue.t 22Then the | him, and he will be humbled. Then he will 
arms of him who overwheims and the ruler | return and-be enraged against the holy 
o the covenant shall be overwhelmed and | covenant: He shall do evil, and return and 
crushed by his presence: 2°Then after the | Show regard for those who forsook the 
leagues made with him, be shall work de- | holy covenant.t 31Then offspring shall 
| eit, for he shall come up and overpower | arise from him, and they shall defile the 
him with a small number of people: 24He | sanctuary of power. They shall take away 
shall come into the prosperous and | the daily sacrifice, and place there the 
| wealthy places of the provinces and do | abomination of desolation.t 32Transgres- 
What neither his fathers or forefathers | sors will bring about a covenant by de- 
| have done. He will disperse plunder, spoils, | ceitful means, but the people who know 
aid wealth among them and devise his | their God will be strong and do valiantly. 
Mans against Egypt, but only for a time. | 3Those of the people who understand 
‘Then his strength and his heart shall be | shall understand much, yet they shall be 
‘litred up against the king of the south | weakened by sword and flame, and by 
with a large army. The king of the south | captivity and days of plundering. When 
‘hall engage him in war with a very large | they are weak, they shall be aided with a 
“d mighty army, but the king’s forces | little help; but many shall join with them 
‘tall not stand; for they will devise plans | by intrigue. “Some. of those of under- 
‘ainst him. 26They shall eat his provisions | standing shall fall, to refine them as by 








eee ee 


11:18, 19 Having assailed the coasts and islands of Asia Minor, and having later met with several de- 
eats, Antiochus IIl could not be found. He disappeared and was not heard from again. | 
20 Antiochus’s root most likely refers to one of his sons, Seleucus Philopator. He confiscated trea- 
| A from the temple in Jerusalem, but performed no great deeds and died without fighting a single 
S 


1121-24 These verses prophesy Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 Bc), another son of Antiochus IIl. The 
athers see in him a type of the antichrist who will arise at the end of the age. Antiochus overcame the 
Mee by feigning clemency, that is, by intrigue, He reigned in Syria for eleven years after Seleucus, 
Ms he seized Judea as well. He defiled the temple in Jerusalem, thus provoking war with the 
li Ha ees, who fought for Jewish self-rule. The ruler of the covenant (v. 22) prophesies Judas 
ih\i, US. Antiochus was able to take over Egypt as well as Syria with only a small force of men, en- 
4"! to do what neither his fathers or forefathers have done (v. 24). | 
his 0-35 The Romans came against Antiochus and made him leave Egypt in 168 ac. Enraged, he began 
fee 8CUtion of the Jews and his desecration of the temple, Help (v. 34) came from the Maccabean 
bolt led by Mattathias and Judas Maccabeus, Many early Christians also saw the destruction of the 
| m Ple by ¢ e Roman general, Titus, in Ab 70, as well as the persecutions of Christians by the Roman 
line ‘Or Nero, as fulfillments of these verses. Indeed, Daniel's prophecies have been fulfilled many 
hag mi the course of history, as God's people have endured persecution and testing at the hands of 
Ny, 9 blaspheme God in their pride. 
rata This ieee Pakal the future time of the antichrist, the Great Tribulation, and the 

ne World. 


—! 
—ä 
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fire and to test them, so they may be re- 
vealed at the time of the end; because the 
matter is still-for the appointed time. 
’6“Then the king shall do according to his 
will. He will be exalted ‘and magnified 
above -every god, and speak arrogant 
words. He shall prosper till the wrath has 
been accomplished, for it- is:to;be ended. 
37He -shall:not regard, any gods of his fa- 
thers, nor the desire of women, nor shall he 
regard any god; for he shall exalt himself 
above them all. 38But in his locality he shall 
honor a god of fortresses, and a god his fa- 
thers did not know’ he shall honor’ with 
gold and silver, and with precious stones 
and desirable things: ?°Thus he shaill doin 
the strong fortresses of refuge with a for- 
eign god, and he shall: increase his ‘glory. 


He shall subject many ta them and distrib- | 


ute gifts in the land. 
<. The Northern King’s Victories > 

40“At the time of the end, the king,of the 
north will attack the king of the south and 
come against him with, chariots, horse- 
men, and many ships. He shall enter. his 
land, crush it, and move on. 4#!He, shall 
also enter the Land of Beauty, and many 
shall fall. But these shall escape from his 
hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent 
among the children of Ammon. *He shall 
stretch out his hand upon the land, and 


the land of Egypt will not escape. *He | 


shall gain control over the hidden stores 
of gold and silver, and over all the pre- 
cious things of Egypt, and of the Libyans 
and Ethiopians in their strongholds. **But 
rumors and anxieties from the east and 
the north will trouble him; therefore, he 
shall come with great fury to destroy and 
annihilate many. *°He shall plant the tents 
of his palace between the seas, upon the 
holy mountain of beauty. Yet he will come 


to his portion, but there shall be no one to | 


deliver him. | | 





12:1-3 At Christ's Second Coming, 
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w. The Prophecy of Michael -7 
] J “At that time Michael the great 
Z/ prince; who stands watch over the 

sons of your people, shall stand up; and 
there shall be a time of tribulation, such as 
never happened until that time, since there 
was a nation upon the earth. But at that time 
your people shall be saved, all found written 
in the book.t 2Then many of those who sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to disgrace and 
everlasting shame. *Those who understand 
shall shine like the brightness of the firma- 
ment, and some who are righteous, like the 
stars of heaven forever and ever. *As for you. 
Daniel, close up these words and seal the 
book until the time of the end, until many 
are taught.and knowledge is increased.” 

5Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, there 
stood two others, one on this-riverbank and 
the other on the other riverbank. ®One said 
to the man clothed in fine linen. who was 
above the water of the river, “How long will 
it be to. the end of these wonders of which 
You have.spoken?” 7Then.I heard from the 
man clothed in fine, linen who was above 
the water of the river, as he held up his 
right hand and his left hand to heaven and 
swore ¿by Him who lives forever that it 
would be for a time, times, and half a time. 
Thus when the dispersion is ended, they 
shall know all these things.t 

8Aithough I. heard, I did not understand. 
So I said, “My lord, what shall be the end of 
these things?” °He replied, “Go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end. !°Many shall 
choose to be made white and refined 
through fire; but the lawless shall act law- 
lessly. None of the lawless shall understand, 
but the wise shall, understand. !!From the 
time the daily sacrifice is taken away and 
the abomination of desolation is set UP, 
there shall be one thousand two hundred 
and ninety days,t !2Blessed is he who waits 





the antichrist will be crushed, the tribulation will end, and all the 


dead will awake (v. 2), Resurrection to everlasting life is the destiny of those who have endured to the 
end. Resurrection to everlasting shame is the destiny of those who, in the end, are found outside of 


Christ. 


12:7 “But he who reads this passage, even half asleep, cannot fail to see that the kingdom of Antichrist 
shall fiercely, though for a short time, assail the Church before the last judgment of God shall introduce 
the eternal reign of the saints. For it is patent from the context that the time, times, and half a time, 
means a year, and two years, and half a year, that is to say, three years and a half” (Aug). See also 7:25 


and note; Rev 12:7-16 and notes.) | > 


12:11 Hippolytus writes that this prophecy concerns the three and a half years —“the one thousand ` 
two hundred and three score days (the half of the week) during which the tyrant is. to reign and pers 


cute the Church.” 


=— | 











a comes to one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-five days. “But now; go your 


- qlfillment of the end; and you shall arise to 
| your inheritance at the end of the days.” 


> Bel and the Serpent a 


When King Astyages was. gathered to 
his fathers, Cyrus. of Persia. received his 
singdom.t 2Daniel was a confidant of the 
king and was honored above all his friends. 

Now the Babylonians had an idol whose 
name was Bel, and every day they spent on 
it twelve bushels of fine flour, forty sheep, 

| and six vessels of wine.t ‘The king adored 
t and went every day to worship it; but 
Daniel worshiped his‘own God. So the king 
asked him, “Why do-you ‘not worship Bel?! 
i| Daniel answered, “Because do not wor- 
|} Sip idols made» with hands, but only the 
{| living God who created heaven ‘and earth 
i| and has dominion over ali fiesh.’t The 
|| king said to him, “Do youinot think Bel is a | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


living god? Do you -not’see how! much he | 
| fals and drinks every day?” 7Daniel smiled 
| tid said, “Do not be deceived, O king; for it : 

Sbut clay inside and bronze outside, and'it | 
| tas never eaten or drunk anything.”t 





| s. Bel Is Deposed >. 

‘Very angry, the king summoned ‘his 
bests and said to them, “If you donot tell 

|| RE Who it is that consumes: these provi- 

|| “ons; you shall die. 9But if you can prove 

‘| *l consumes them, then’ Daniel shall die, 

i| Ause he blasphemed against Bel.” So 

‘| “Niel said to the king, “Let it be according 

|| * Your word.” Ji 

| “Now there were seventy priests of Bel, 





{ Y Made jt cl 
the ¢ e it clear, 


€ whom there is no other God?” (Iren). 


a 
i i began his reign in Persia in 538 Bc. 
k 
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j Ip * could eat (see also v, 19). 
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| way and rest, for there are yet days to the | 


O —: es 





DANIEL 12:21] 


besides their wives and children, and the 
king went with Daniel into the temple.t 
''Then the priests of Bel said; “Look, we 
will step outside. You, O king, set out the 
food and prepare the wine, then shut the 
door and seal it with your signet. !2If you do 
not find Bel has eaten it all when you come 
tomorrow, we will! suffer death—or else 
Daniel shall die, who speaks lies against 
us.” /8They were unconcerned, for under 
the table they had made a’secret entrance 
through which they always came in'to con- 
Sume the provisions. WW LLM ` 

t4S0 when they had allgone, the king set 
out the food for Bel: And Daniel ordered his 
servants to bring in ashes; which they 
sprinkled throughout all the temple in the 
presence of the king alone: Then they went 
out, Shut the door, sealed-it with the king’s 
signet; and departed. During the night the 
priests came with their wives and children. 
as they usually did; and ate and drank 
everything. 

‘The king rose early the next morning, 
and Daniel with him: !’Then the king said, 
“Are the seals intact, Daniel?” Daniel -an 
swered, “They are intact; O king.” !8As soon 
as the doors were opened, the king looked 
at the table and cried oùt in a loud voice, 
“Greatare you, O Bel, and with you there is 
no:deceit at all.” "Then Daniel laughed and 
restrained the king from going in. He said, 








“Look at‘ the floor, and’notice whose foot- 


prints these are.” 2°The king replied, “I see 
the footprints of men; women, and chil- 
dren.” “With great anger, the king seized 
the priests and their wives and children. 
and they showed him the hidden doors 
where’ they ‘came in and consumed such 


| 42 These verses comprise the final section of Daniel concerning Bel and the Serpent. “He unquestion- 
that He who spake to Moses out of the bush, and declared Himself to be the God of 
ahoy tS, He is the God of the living. For who is the God of the living unless He who is God, and 


arians describe Bel as chief among the Babylonian gods. 

| wp aid that what we are able to speak and to answer is given to us in that hour from heaven, and 
"plied; and that it is not then we who speak, but the Spirit of God our Father, who, as He does not 

ârt nor is Separated from those who confess Him, Himself both speaks and is crowned in us. So 
too, when he was required to worship the idol Bel, which the people and the king then wor- 

hth ‘I asserting the honor of his God, broke forth with full faith and freedom, saying, ‘I worship 

ba Ng but the Lord my God, who created the heaven and the earth’" (Cyp). 

| bong smiled: It is indeed very humorous that a king or anyone could believe an idol of clay and 


W could seventy priests and their families—and a king—indulge in such blatant deception? 
Way ae the answer concerning the allure of the false teachers: “Many will follow their destruc- 
S (2Pt 2:2), 


DANIEL 22 





things as were upon the table. 22Therefore 
the king put them to:death and handed Bel 
over to Daniel, who destroyed it and its 
temple. | 


~ The Serpent Is Destroyed 7 
23There was also a large serpent the peo- 


ple of Babylon worshiped.t 24So the king 


Said to: Daniel, “Will you also say this is 
made: of bronze? Look, he lives, he eats, 
and he drinks—you cannot say he is no liv- 
ing god. Therefore worship him.” Daniel 
replied, “I will worship the Lord my God; 
for He is the living God. But with your 
permission, O king, I shail stay this serpent 
without sword or staff.” The king-said, “I 
will give my permission.” 2’Then Daniel 
took pitch, tar, and hair; these he boiled to- 
gether and made cakes, and put them in the 
mouth of the serpent. The serpent ate them 
and burst open. Then Daniel said, “Behold 
the things you have been worshiping.” 


s Daniel Is Vindicated => 


28Now when the people of Babylon heard 
what had been done, they were indignant 
and conspired against the king, saying, 
“The king has become a Jew; he has de- 
stroyed Bel, slain the serpent, and put the 
priests to death.” 2°Going to the king, they 
said, “Deliver Danie] to us, or else we will 
destroy you and your house.” *™Now when 
the king saw they were pressing him hard, 
he handed Daniel over to them under com- 
pulsion, 2! They threw Daniel into the lions’ 


23, 24 In contrast to the clay and bronze statue of Bel, this idol lives, eats, and drinks! 
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| den, where he was left for six days. “Now 
there were seven lions in the den, and they 
had to give them two carcasses every day 
and two sheep. But these things were not 
‘given to them now, so they might devour 
Daniel. 
33Now the prophet Habakkuk was in 
Judea. He had made a stew and had broken 
bread into a bowl, and was going to the fields 
to take it to the reapers.t *4But the angel of 
the Lord said unto Habakkuk, “Go, carry the 
dinner you have into Babylon to Daniel, who 
is in the lions’ den.” 35Habakkuk said, “O 
Lord, I have never seen Babylon, nor do I 
know the den.” 26Then the angel of the Lord 
| took him by the crown, and carried him by 
| the hair of his head, and with the speed of 
| the wind set him in Babylon over the den. 
37Habakkuk cried out, saying, “O Daniel, 
Daniel, take the meal God has sent you.’ 
38Daniel said, “You have remembered me, O 
God, and You have not forsaken those who 
- love You.” 39So Daniel arose and ate; and the 
angel of the Lord immediately set Habakkuk 
down in his own place once more. 

40 After this, on the seventh day the king 
went to the lions’ den to mourn for Daniel, 
and he came to the pit and looked inside— 
and there sat Daniel.t +The king cried out 
with a loud voice, “Great are You, O Lord 
God of Daniel, and there is no other be- 
sides You.” Then he drew him out of the 
den, and cast in those who had plotted 
Daniel’s destruction; and they were de- 
voured in a moment before his face. 





26 Likely, the king gave permission because he saw the serpent as an immortal god. 

33-39 The prophet Habakkuk, for whom the OT book is named, had lived a century earlier. So there 
would be three miracles here: (1) being carried by the hair, as Ezekiel was (Ezk 8:3); (2) being translated 
from one place to another, as Philip was (Acts 8:39, 40); and (3) being brought back from the dead, as 


Moses and Elijah were (Mt 17:3). 
40-42 Once again, Daniel is vindicated. 
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An fl lor PRP the gospel does not name Matthew as the author, all the 
early manuscripts, attribute. authorship | to Matthew, one of the twelve 


disciples listed in the New Testament. His authorship i is Attested PY ther 
universal witness of the ancient Church. 





Date—Matthew could have been written) as early. as AD 50, But itis more | 
: likely that it was written after the fall of Jerusalem in’ AD 70. It was probably 
written over a period of AVERTA while JUNY resided 3 in Antioch, where the 


nS he 


St. mins Bishop o Antioch AD ie 07, is onei eof the earliest witnessesito | 


E r t "En a ' 


the existence of this gospel A Aart RN, BITES AD G oi A Be 
STS Pe. 
Major Theme= Christ ihel Iicarnate Goa Immanuel, has inaugurated the. 
kingdom of God'and the new cor nant, which is realized in the ‘true Israel, the” 
Church. Subthemes include: A | 5 we T 
(1) The fulfillment of Old Testament Disphée Meen oi conclusively that“ 
Christ, the incarnate Son of God, fulfills the prophecies of the Old’ 
Testament. He establishes the new covenant through His death andn ; = 
Resurrection and will continue to a His Church; the true Israel of | a 


ioe to the; end oh tagi age eye } | s aa 





come (4:1 17, 23), His Uii A Paniiestedi in i His Sok bub thë filiness d 
of the Kingdom wyill be consummated at Christ’s Second Coming. a Ws 
(3) A.call to discipleship (4:18-22; 8: 18-22); through mission: (ch 103) > “asi 20M 
28: 18-20), and the haifa of the Gentile Church (8: 11, o, af. i yer 
28: 19), kava upolganaD iT aBa EYO at; to quiol r Dris gia rare =1p 21951 


Wy no Ine OU OBL Sh ritiwy ReH titoa oF 


| Back PE The oreina of Matthew, EN has come down to, us in - 

' Greek, has a Jewish/Hebraic flavor, evident in its Aramaic expressions and 2pni 
forms and i in its use of numerous EPA Pigana and arguments, from the Old 
Testatnent Furthermore, Matthew gives details of Jewish religious’, DENENA al 


ail i | 


=. a 


Observances and often uses Jewish style and techniques | ofa ‘argument, God’s a ma 
final j judgment, pictured i in apocalyptic images. common in Jewish writings, is 
also. emphasized, Papias, a a second-centutry Christian ; author, preserves the | X 
tradition that Matthew wrote the sayings of Christ in Aramaic, the Coan io 

. “guage of the Jews at the time of Christ, and that others later freely UT 
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MATTHEW I:I [266 
¢ Outline: 
ò 1. The Identity of Jesus Christ (1:1—2:23) Ill. Responses to Christ: Belief and Unbelief 











A. Who Christ is (1:1-25) (11:1—25:46) 
B. Events surrounding His birth (2:1-23) A. Responses in Galilee (11:1—18:35) 


[L Jesus’ Public Ministry: Revelation of the | B. Responses in Judea and Jerusalem 
Kingdom (3:1—10:42) (19:1—25:46) 
A. Beginning of the ministry: the kingdom IV. The Passion and Resurrection of Christ 
proclaimed (3:1—4:25) (26:1—28:20) 
B. Sermon on the ‘Mount: righteousness of A. Events prior to the arrest (26:1—46) 
the kingdom. (5:1—7:29) | B. Jesus’ arrest (26:47—27:26) 
C.The mighty works of Christ: the power | C. Crucifixion, death, and burial (27:27-66) 


of the kingdom (8:1—9:38) 
D. Discourse on mission (10:1—42) 


D. The resurrection of Christ (28:1—15) 
E.The Great Commission (28:16—20) 
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SSS Sh aS Ba ae a Ea ved OS INEM 
=. The Genealogy of Jesus = and Abijah begot Asa.@ "Asa begot Jehosha- 
(Lk 3:23-38) phat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram 


The book of the genealogy of Jesus | begot Uzziah. %Uzziah begot: Jotham, 
Christ, the Son of David, the Son of | Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hez- 
Abraham:t® ekiah. !"Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manas- 
‘Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Ja- | seh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. 
cob, and Jacob begot Judah and his. broth- | Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers 
ers.t 3Judah begot Perez and Zerah by | about the time they were carried away to 
Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron | Babylon. 


begot Ramt ‘Ram begot Amminadab, |- 12And after they were brought to Babylon 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon | Jeconiah. begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel 
begot Salmon. ‘Salmon begot Boaz by begot Zerubbabel. !3Zerubbabel begot 


Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by’ Ruth, Obed | Api Lee San is | gas 
begot Jesse, "and Jesse begot David the NG Ge Bea Eakin 
king. FF = 

David the king begot Solomon by her | 1*6*Words in italic type have been added for 
who had been the wife# of Uriah.t "Solomon | siy: TRSY INU Tet eae toS orina] 


begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, | 1:10 *NU-Text reads Amos. 


—— 





1:1 Jesus means “O Lord, save,” referring to His role as Savior (v. 21). Christ means “Anointed One,” the 
Messiah, the One who is filled with the Holy Spirit (see Jn 1:33), Though the Son alone became Man, 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit work in Jesus Christ to save us. 

Jesus became Man as a Jew, from the lineage of Abraham, the father of all Jews, and of David, ls- 
rael’s greatest king and the prototype of the royal Messiah. This genealogy reveals that the Son of God 
so identifies with the human condition that He takes it all on Himself and becomes part of it. Christ's 
ancestry includes both righteous and wicked people, faithful kings and murderers, Jews and Gentiles, 
kings and peasants, 

1:2 While Luke's genealogy runs from Jesus back to Adam (Lk 3:23-38), Matthew's list descends from 
Abraham, with whom God established the Old Covenant of circumcision, to Jesus, the author of the 
New Covenant. God promised to bless all the tribes of the earth in Abraham (Gn 12:3; 28:14); this prom- 
ise is fulfilled in Abraham's greatest Son, Jesus Christ, 
1:3 Jewish genealogical lists normally included only men, The mention of women (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
and Bathsheba) is unusual, Each one was either a Gentile or a sinner, The inclusion of these women de- 
clares God's graciousness and prefigures the calling of Gentiles into the Church. It also underscores the 
role of women in God's plan of salvation and anticipates the special place of the Virgin Mary in that 
plan. 
1:6 Through anointing by Samuel, David was made king. Through his psalms, David was revealed as a 
great prophet. Thus, David foreshadows both the royal and the prophetic nature of Jesus Christ (Ps 109). 
As an adulterer and a murderer, David also functions as a type for all repentant sinners. 

~~ — 








1:1-25 This passage is read on the Sunday before Christmas, called the Sunday of the Holy Fathers. 
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: D Se a ee 1267 _ 
got Azor. “Azor begot Zadok, Zadok be- | angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
| got Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud | dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 
pegot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and | not be afraid to take to you Mary your 
yatthan begot Jacob. !6And Jacob begot | wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was | of the Holy Spirit.t 2!And she will bring 
„orn Jesus who Is called Christ.t forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
"So all the generations from Abraham to | JESUS, for He will save His people from 
pavid are fourteen generations, from David | their sins.” 
til the captivity in Babylon are fourteen | 22So all this was done that it might be ful- 
generations, and from the captivity: in filled which was spoken by the Lord 
gabylon until the Christ are fourteen gener- through the prophet, saying:t 23 “Behold, the 
ations.t virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 
| , | and they shall call His name Immanuel,”? 
«~ The Virgin Birth of Christe which is translated, “God with us.”t 
(LR 2:1-7) | etary Joseph, being aome, from 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as Sleep, uie thezangelor Mear Cr eas 
wows: After His mother Mary was be- | 34nd. did not. know. her EAA 
trothed to Joseph, before they came to- | brought forth her firstborn Son.4\And he 
gether, she was found with child of the | called His name Jesus.t ~ ` 
Holy Spirit. Then Joseph ier husband, | | | 
being a just man, and not wanting .to 
make her a public exampis, was minded aan oer At, motets War ai 
/toput her away secretly.* But while he | New testament are quoted from the Old 
‘thought about these things, behold. ar | Testament. 1:25 +NU-Text reads a Son. 


MATTHEW. 
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1:16 Joseph can be named as.Jesus’ immediate predecessor since OT marriage laws confer hereditary 
_ fights on adopted as well as biological sons. The church fathers teach, Mary also was descended from 
David: of whom is feminine in Greek, referring only to Mary. Thus, Jesus Is shown to be born of Mary, 
and not begotten of Joseph. (See also note on Lk 3:23-38.) ) 
1:17 Christ's ancestors are arranged in three groups of fourteen generations. Fourteen is the numerical 
‘quivalent of the consonants in the name David, underlining Jesus’ descent from David. This also shows 
the division of the leadership of the Jews, being under judges until David, under kings until Babylon, 
and under priests until Christ. | ju 
1:19 The righteousness of Joseph consisted of a mercy that transcends the Law (Hos 6:6). Joseph 
nowed this mercy by his unwillingness to expose Mary's supposed sin, even though he was obliged by 
the Law to do so. Her husband: The Bible calls engaged couples husband and wife before their mar- 
lage (Rachel was called the wife of Jacob before marriage by virtue of their engagement in Gn 29:21; 
| also Dt 22:23, 24). Thus; Joseph is called the husband of Mary, and Mary is called his wife (vv. 20, 24). 
ap eae Joseph is remembered as the Betrothed, pointing out Mary's ever-virginity. (See also note 
ae An angel (or “messenger”) of the Lord dispels Joseph's false reasoning by announcing the utterly 
: fasonable: the pregnancy of the Virgin is by the Holy Spirit. Being born of a virgin proves Christ's 
Pity; only a revelation by God could serve as adequate evidence of this miracle. | 
ee Matthew repeatedly uses the formula that it might be fulfilled which was spoken (see 2:15, 23; 
dem 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 26:56; 27:35). This underscores the intervention of God throughout history, 
alates the continuity between the Old and New Covenants, and indicates the beginning of the’ 
Cation. | i 
ra The conception of Jesus fulfills Is 7:14, where we are told that a virgin would conceive and bear a 
ME who is conceived in Mary is not a new Person coming into existence but the eternal Son of God 


Na Pt: her womb as His throne, Both the virginal conception by means of the Holy Spirit and the 

12 Se mua God with us declare Christ's divinity. | | 

| bain Use of the word till does not imply that Joseph had marital relations with Mary after the 

| that i birth. In the Bible, this word (sometimes translated “to") is often used to express a situation 
tthe aly continues after the event mentioned (see 28:20; Gn 8:7; Dt 34:6; 2Kg 6:23). The witness 

: kay Ntire Church throughout history Is that Mary remained a virgin for life, Firstborn: See note on 


— 
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MATTHEW 2:1 1268 


œ. Gentiles Worship the Christ Child => 9When they heard the king, they de- 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethle- | parted; and behold, the star which they had 
hem of Judea in the days of Herod the | seen in the. East went before them, till it 

king, behold, wise men from the East came | came and stood over where the young 
to Jerusalem,t@ 2saying. “Where is He who | Child was. !°When they saw the star, they 
has been born King of the Jews? For we | rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. *'And 
have seen His star in the East and have | when they had come into the house, they 
come to worship Him.”t saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 
3When Herod the king heard this; he was | and fell down and worshiped Him. And 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4#And | when they had opened their treasures, they 
when he had gathered all the chief priests | presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, 
and scribes of the: people together, he: in- | and myrrh.t | 
quired of them where the. Christ was to be 12Then, being divinely warned in a dream 
born." © ! | _| that they should not return to Herod, they 
‘So they said to him, “In Bethlehem ot | departed for their own country another way. 
Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 
~ Refuge in Egypt > 


i3Now when they had departed, behold. 












6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in thedand of 


Judah, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
Are not the least among the rulers of >- | a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young 
Judah; Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 
For out of you shal] come a Ruler stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 


Who will shepherd My people Israel.’”* | will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”4 
14When he arose, he took the young Child 
7Then Herod, when he had secretly called | and His mother by night and departed for 
the wise men, determined from them what | Egypt,t Sand was there until the death of 
time the star appeared. 8And he sent them | Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was 
to Bethlehem. and ,said, “Go and search | spoken by. the Lord through the prophet, 
carefully for the young Child, and when you } saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”2t 
have found Him, bring back word to me, ) E 
that I may come and worship Him also.” 2:6 «Micah 5:2 > 2:15 "Hosea 11:1 





2:1 Herod: See note on Lk 1:5. The wise men, or magi, who come from the East (most likely Persia), 
were the scholars of their time. In the OT, Balaam (Nm 23; 24) was one of their predecessors, a Gentile 
who anticipated the Messiah, These foreigners prefigure the Church, in which membership is 
determined by faith and not by ethnic lineage. | 

2:2 The star proclaims the extraordinary birth of Christ. To ancient pagans, a star signified a god, a dei- 
fied king (Nm 24:17). Christ being born under this star fulfills the prophecy in Ps 109:3 and shows all of 
creation participating in the Incarnation. (See also Pss 18;2; 148:3.) na | | 

2:4 Herod had to summon the Jewish leaders because he knew little about the Jewish Messiah and he 
feared losing his throne to this newborn King. The chief priests were the political and religious leaders 
of the Jews, and the scribes were high cabinet officers. They knew where the Messiah was to be born, 
but in spite of all the signs being in place, they had no idea that He had come (see 16:3). 

2:11 Into the house: Whereas the Jewish shepherds worshiped the Savior in the cave on the day He was 
born (Lk 2:8-20), the Gentile magi came to worship Him some time later. By then, Joseph and Mary ha 
found a house in which to dwell. This indicates that Christ first came to the Jews and then afterwat 
was worshiped by the Gentiles. The significance of the Magi's gifts is revealed in a hymn sung at Cor 
pline of the Nativity: “Gold is for the King of ages, Frankincense is for the God of all, Myrrh is offered 
to the Immortal One, who shall be three days dead." 

2:14 Egypt is where Israel once took refuge; as Joseph of the OT once saved God's people by bringing 
them to Egypt (Gn 39—47), now Christ's stepfather Joseph finds safety for the Savior in Egypt. It is pro" 
able that the gifts of the magi paid for this journey, | 

2:15 Out of Egypt | called my Son refers first to Israel being brought out of captivity (Hos 11:1). In the 
OT, “son” can refer to the whole nation of Israel. Here Jesus fulfills this calling as the true Son of God 
by coming out of Egypt. | | >. baen oh 


2:412 This passage is read on December 25, the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Christm) 
2:13-23 This passage is read on December 26, the Synaxis of the Theotokos. US 
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le in Egypt. 


_, Passages in which the Messiah was despise 


he > generally, to turn around, Repentance 


| filed 


| "ess ns ascetic life conformed to that of th 
) Monet Whose purpose was to prepare f 











pelt hestioly innocents ss: | reigning over Judea instead of his father 
phen Herod, when he saw that he was | Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly being, warned by God in a dream, he 
. and he sent forth and put to death | turned aside into the region of Galilee.' 
alı the male children who were in Bethle- | 3And he came and dwelt in a city called 
hem and in all its districts, from two years | Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which 








____ MATTHEW 3:5 


—— 





dand under, according to the time which | Was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be 


ne had determined from the wise men.t called a Nazarene.”t | 


mhen was fulfilled what was spoken by = John the Baptist’s Call to = ' ~- 
jeremiah the prophet, saying:t | on Repentance. an 
ers ee | (Mk 1:1-8; Lk 3:1-18; Jn 1:19-28) 
WA voice was heard in'Ramah, | In those days John the Baptist came 
Lamentation, weeping, and great preaching in the wilderness of Judea,t 
mourning, | i 2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
Rachel weeping for her children, | heaven is at hand!” 3For this is he who was 


Refusing to be comforted, spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ~” 
Because they are no more.” eee ee 
“The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 1 PSE, 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Make His paths straight” ”® u: 


w; Return from Exile. -z> 
(Lk 2:39) 

Now when: Herod was dead, behold; an 
angel of the -Lord—appeared in a-dream as a 
to Joseph in Egypt,’ “saying: “Arise, take!) Now“ John’ himself ‘was clothed “in 
the young Child and His mother, and goto.) camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
the land of Israel, for those who'sought the |“ywaist: and his food was locusts and wild 
young Child’s life “are dead.” 4iThen he /honey.t Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all 
arose, took the young Child and His | the region around the Jordan went out to 
mother, and came into’the land of Israel. Pe 

“But when he heard that Archelaus was | 2:18 “Jeremiah 38:15 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 


a I a 





2:16 The cruelty of Herod was prefigured by Pharaoh, who, in an attempt to destroy the power of Is- | 
rael, commanded the death of all the newborn Jewish boys (Ex 1:16, 22). : sates 
2:17, 18 Jeremiah recorded the people of Jerusalem being led away to exile (Jer 38:15). On their way to 
Captivity, they passed Ramah, which was near Bethlehem, where Jacob's wife Rachel lay buried. In his 
prophecy, Jeremiah saw Rachel, even from the grave, moved with compassion for the fate that had be- 
fallen her descendants. Here Rachel is again weeping for her children, showing that the saints in 
eaven have awareness and compassion for those yet on earth. These slaughtered children are 

"garded as saints and martyrs in the Church and are known as the Holy Innocents. Just as Rachel was 
told that her children would return from exile in Babylon (Jer 38:16, 17), so Jesus will return from His 


219 According to historical records, Herod the Great died in 4 Bc. The date of Christ's birth on which” 
r current ap (Anno Domini, Latin for “year of the Lord”) calendar is based is off by four years. 
22 Augustus Caesar banished Archelaus for his cruelty in Ao 6. This cruelty was revealed as a warning 
Joseph: hence the detour to Nazareth (v. 23). This town was in Galilee and was governed by another 
s of Herod the Great, whose name was Herod Antipas (see Lk 3:1). ESVE f ! 
23 The prophecy h | ly identified. It has been taken as a reference to the rod 
| iere cannot be exactly 1aentitl | | Eto TNE FO hi 
Heb, neser) n Is ATA and to the Nazirite (Heb. Nazir) of Jdg 13:5. Matthew may also have been alluding 
d, since Nazareth did not have a good reputation (Jn 1:46). 
hae, Ne wilderness of Judea is the barren region descending from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea. The 
y Paration for the Savior’s ministry begins with John the Baptist’s'call'to repent, Repentance, which ~ 
companies faith. is a total about-face. The word in Greek literally means to change one’s mind, or 
| : is a radical change of one’s spirit, mind, thought, and. in 
't, a complete reori . whole of one’s life. It is the necessary first step in the way of the 
iplete reorientation of the whole . OSs 
It is accompanied by the confession of sins and the act of baptism (v. 6), and is followed bya life 


i, , "Ith fruits worthy of this change (v. 8). 


e Jewish sects such as the Essenes, who lived in the wilder- 


or the coming Kingdom of God. John’s clothing was typical of a 
t in the early Church was patterned after John’s manner of life. 


(4Kg 1:8), The monastic movemen 





MATTHEW 3:6 





him Sand were baptized by him in the 
Jordan, confessing their sins.t 

‘But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?t 8Therefore bear fruits worthy of re- 
pentance,t %and do not think to say to your- 
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father. 
For I say to you that God is able to raise up 
children to Abraham from these: stones.' 
10And even now the ax is laid to the root of 
the trees. Therefore every tree which does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.t !I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance, but.He who is com- 
ing after me is mightier than I, whose san- 
dals Iam not worthy to carry. He will bap- 
tize you with the Holy Spirit: and fire.at 
12His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He 
will thoroughly clean: out His threshing 


a ee ee ee ee 
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floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; 
but He will burn up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire.”t 


«m The Baptism of Jesus 7> 
(Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21, 22; Jn 1:29-34) 
l3Then Jesus came from Galilee to John 
at the Jordan to be baptized by him.4 '*And 
John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by You, and are You coming 
to me?” 

I5But Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
allowed Him.t 7 

l6\When He had been baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, 
and Hea saw the Spirit of God descending 





3:11 82M-Text omits and fire. 3:162Or he 





3:6 The confession of sins is essential to baptism under both the Old Covenant and the New. John’s bap- 
tism, however, was.a sign of repentance and.the forgiveness of sins only. It did not confer the power of 
total regeneration nor adoption as a child of God as does Christian baptism (v. 11). 
3-7 Sadducees were members of the high-priestly and landowning class who controlled the temple and 
the internal political affairs of the Jews. They denied the resurrection of the dead and had no messianic 
hope beyond this life. The Pharisees formed a lay religious movement centered on the study of the Law 
and on strict observance of its regulations. They believed in the resurrection of the dead and cherished 
a messianic hope, but taught that righteousness is attained on the strength of one’s works according to 
the Law, and that the Messiah would be merely a glorious man. John’s title for them, brood of vipers, is 
later used by Jesus (12:34; 23:33). It indicates their deception and malice and their being under the in- 
fluence of Satan. 
3:8 Repentance, confession, and baptism lead to fruits worthy of repentance, a way of life consistent 
with the Kingdom of God (see Gal 5:22-25). If a fruitful life does not follow, sacramental acts and spiri- 
tual discipline are useless. Thus in many icons of the Baptism of Christ, an ax is pictured chopping a 
fruitless tree (v. 10). | 
3:9 The warning that from these stones (Heb. ‘ebanim) God can raise up children (Heb. banim) is a play 
on words. God will not admit fruitless children into His house, but adopts other children from the Gen- 
tiles. 
3:10 See note at 3:8. Fire here refers to divine judgment (see Is 33:11; 66:24; Ezk 38:22; 39:6; 2Th 1:6-9). 
See also fire in v. 11, | 
3:11 Christ baptizes in the fire of the Holy Spirit, the power and grace of God divinely poured out on 
all believers at baptism. (See also fire in v. 10; note at Lk 3:16,.17.)., 

in John’s culture, a slave would carry the king's sandals; thus John declares himself to be even lower 
than a slave of Jesus. John’s inability to carry Christ's sandal has a second meaning, for carrying 
another's sandal once meant taking someone else's responsibility (Ru 4:7), Here it shows that John could 
not have carried the responsibility that Christ carries, and that the Law could not redeem the world as 
Christ has come to do. | 3 
3:12 Winnowing the threshed grain from the chaff is a metaphor for the divine judgment, which will 
separate good from evil. 
3:15 Jesus does not need purification, By making the purification of humanity His own, He would wash 
away humanity's sin, grant regeneration, and reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, Thus, His baptism 
was necessary for the fulfillment of God's righteous plan of salvation. “Jesus enters the filthy, sinful wa- 
ters of the world and when He comes out, brings up and purifies the entire world with Him" (GrgNy; 


see also note on Lk 3:21). 


| | = MMM - ened DRO 
3:13-17 This passage is read on January 6, the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ (T heophany). 
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ike a dove and alighting upon Him.t And | Sand said to Him, “If You are the Son of 


guddenly a voice came from heaven, say- | God. throw Yourself down. For it is written: 
ng, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 


well pleased.”t 











‘He shall give His angels charge over 
~ Jesus’ Triumph over Satan > you,’ 


(MR 1:12, 13; Lk 4:1-13) 


A Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 
4 the wilderness to be tempted by the 
jevil.t >And when He had fasted forty days 

| and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.t | 

Now when the tempter came to Him, he | 

said, “If You are the Son of God, command 

that these stones become bread.”t 
‘But He answered and said, “It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth 

of God.’ ”at | : 
‘Then the devil took Him up into the holy | 4:44Deuteronomy 8:3 4:6Psalm 90:11, 12 
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,t | 4:7«Deuteronomy 6:16 - 


and, 


‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone,’ ”at 


‘Jesus said to him, “It is written again, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ”+t 
’Again, the devil took Him up on an ex- 
ceedingly high mountain, and showed Him 


$e 
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3:16 The Spirit of God hovered over ihe water at the first creation (Gn 1:2). Now, the Holy Spirit comes 
inthe form of a dove to anoint the Messiah, the Son of God, at the beginning of the new creation. 
Jesus does not become the Son of God' this day; rather, He is revealed to all as the Son of God on this 
day. The Holy Spirit has always rested on Him. The feast day of Epiphany (a manifestation or revelation) 
or Theophany (a manifestation-of God), celebrated on January 6, commemorates this day and points to 
the age to come. | a 
| 3:17 This quotation is from Ps 2:7, “You are My Son, / Today | have begotten You.“ Note how the Bap- 
lism of Jesus reveals the great mystery of the Trinity: the Father speaks; the Holy Spirit descends; the 
| Incarnate Son is baptized. | Lit 
4:1 To be tempted is to be tested in fundamental areas of faith. As in Mark, the Spirit leads, or 
throws,” Jesus into the wilderness after His Baptism to be tested by a struggle with the devil. We who 
ae baptized in Christ need not be defeated by temptations because we too are aided by the Holy 
Spirit. The wilderness is a battleground, an image of the world, both the dwelling place of demons and 
“source of divine tranquility and victory. 
42-10 Jesus reverses Israel's falling to temptation in the wilderness. The Israelites were tested forty 
fas in the wilderness and proved disobedient and disloyal. God humbled them by first letting them 
99 hungry and then feeding them with manna to help them learn to be dependent on Him (Dt 8:2-5). 
| “te, Jesus is tested with hunger for forty days, but He does not sin. His answers to Satan are from 
| “uteronomy, and all call for loyalty to God, | yw BH 
lesus fasted to overcome temptation, giving us an example of our own power and limitations in the 
I of temptation, The hunger of His flesh does not control Him; rather, He controls His flesh. Our 
| re fast of forty days is the foundation of the Church's forty-day Lenten fast before Holy Week and 
| Me fast before Chri 
Cnristmas. | : 
€ devil challenges Christ's relationship to the Father. If You are the Son of God calls into question 
| he Father's Hod tla at Christ's Baptism (3:17). The devil wants Jesus to act independently and to 
| ma A Himself from the will of the Father. In His divine nature, Christ shares one will with the Father 
| yo. © Holy Spirit: He can do nothing of Himself (Jn 5:30), apart from the Father. But in His humanity, 
he Ossesses free will and at all times must choose to remain obedient to the divine will of the Father. 
en Y Tejecting the first tem tation, Jesus rejects an earthly kingdom and shows us not to pursue 
| ith comfort in the “food fae perishes” (Jn 6:27). While Adam disregarded the divine word in or- 
dy ~ Pursue the passions of the body (Gn 3), the New Adam—Christ— conquers all temptation by the 
i “ord, giving human nature the power to conquer Satan, | 
dee holy city is Jerusalem. | | enh 
he c «9 that Christ had defeated him through the power of the Scriptures, Satan vainly tries to use 
ty tiptures to put God's power of protection to the test. (See also 2Pt 1:19-21.) 
er vals and temptations come on their own; we should never intentionally expose ourselves to dan- 
Order to test or prove God's protection. To do so is to tempt the Loro. 








MATTHEW 4:9 





glory." And he said to Him, “All these 
things I will give You if You will fall down 
and worship me.” 

l0Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lorp your God, and Him only 
you shall serve. ”? 

\1Then.the devil left Him; and behold; an- 
gels came and ministered to Him. 


=~ Repentance and the Kingdom -7> 
(Mk 1:14, 15: Lk 4:14, 15; Jn 4:1-4) 
l2Now when Jesus heard that John had 
been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. 
BAnd leaving Nazareth, He came.and 
dwelt in Capernatim, which is by the sea, in 
the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, “that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: | 


15“The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, ` 
By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, : a 
Galilee of the Gentiles* 
16 The people who sat in darkness have 
seen. a-great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region. 
and shadow of death 
Light has dawned, ”®t 


17From that time Jesus began to preach 
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all the kingdoms of the world and their ) 





æ, The First Disciples = 
(Mk 1:16-20; Lk 5:1-11) 
i8And Jesus, walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 

net into the sea; for they were fishermen.' 

\{9Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.” They im- 

mediately left their nets and followed 

Him. IAS 

21Going on from there, He saw two other 


| brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and 


John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets. He called 
them, 22and immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him. 


~. Summary of Jesus’ Ministry = 
(LR 6:17-19) 
23And Jesus went about all Galilee, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
kinds of sickness and-all kinds of disease 
among the people.t 24Then His fame went 
throughout all Syria; and they brought to 
Him all sick people who were afflicted with 


various diseases and torments, and those 


who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and 
paralytics; and He healed them. Great 


multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, 


and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and 
beyond the Jordan. 


4:10°M-Text reads Get behind Me. 


and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
bDeuteronomy 6:13 4:16 Isaiah 9:1, 2 


heaven is at hand.”? 








s not one of earthly power and possessions. In the devil's test, Jesus was being 
asked to choose worldly power over the Kingdom of God. The devil is the “ruler of this world” 

(Jn 12:31), “the god of this age” (2Co 4:4), because the whole world is in his power (1Jn 5:19). Jesus 
refuses the road of earthly glory, which would lead Him away from His suffering and death for the re- 
demption of the world. fala | ras | 7 

4:15 The term Galilee of the Gentiles indicates that many non-Jews lived in the region. Having a mixed 
population, it was not considered a genuinely Jewish land, even though many Gentile residents had 
converted to Judaism during the Maccabean period, Because many of the Jews there had been influ- 
enced by the Greek culture and its customs, they were generally considered second-class citizens by the 


Jews of Judea. 

4:16 Darkness means ung 
being under the shadow o | 
norance, The great light is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
4:17 Christ’s first word, like that of John the Baptist, is “Repent. 


heaven is present wherever Christ is. | | bie 
4:18-22 These first disciples had already heard the preaching of John the Baptist and were prepared to 
| d unlearned in religion, these “people of the land" 


cept Christ immediately. Though illiterate an 
are 4 cost to be the wisest of all. 


4:8-10 God’s Kingdom | 


odliness. Here it' represents the Gentiles’ unawareness of God and the Jews 
f the Old Covenant. To sit in darkness means to be overcome by spiritual ig- 


| 


" (See note on 3:1-3.) The kingdom of 


whom Jesus calls will be revealed at Pente | dase aa 
4:23-25 Note that the crowds do not swarm Jesus when He commands repentance (v. 17), but only ` 


Nace fant “miracles. Thi shows yeople misunderstand the true na- 
hen He begins to heal and work miracles. This fact shows that the peop stand the tie ni 
+ aise aadar It also shows Christ's concession “to give credibility to what He teaches among 3 


the fickle multitudes (Theoph). WOR 








MATTHEW 5:12 


’Blessed are the merciful, 

For they shall obtain mercy.t 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God.t — 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called sons of God.t 
lOBlessed are those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.t 






~ « The Beatitudes: The Blessings of 
True Discipleship e> 

(LR 6:20-49) | 

And seeing the multitudes, He went up 

on a mountain, and when He was 

gated His disciples came to Him.t 2Then He» 

pened His mouth and taught them, saying: 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven t 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, | 

For they shall be comforted.t 
‘Blessed are the meek, 


“Blessed are you when they revile and 
i 
| For they shall inherit the earth.t 


persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake:* !2Rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 
| reward in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 


6Blessed are those who hunger and 
| thirst for righteousness, 
| For they shall be filled.t 








5:1, 2 In the OT, only a select few were chosen to hear God directly (see Ex 19:3-13). Here, God Incar- 
nate speaks to the multitudes face to face. The mountain is a place where divine action enters human 
. | history, the place where God reveals Himself to. man (17:1; Gn 22:2: Ex 3:1; 19:2: 3Kg 18:20). Seated is 
e the traditional Jewish position for teaching with authority. Some early Christian preachers (for example, 
jy) St John Chrysostom) sat while the people stood. Matthew mentioning thatJesus opened his mouth 
; | emphasizes this teaching is “one-way,” that Jesus has come to speak with authority (7:29), and the disci- 
, | ples are there not to discuss or debate, but to listen. | | 
| 53 Blessed in this context indicates heavenly, spiritual exaltation rather than earthly happiness or pros- 
perity. In Hebrew, “poor” means both (1) the materially poor and (2) the faithful among God's people. 
| | The poor in spirit are those who have the heart of the poor, the same attitude as the poor, and are to- 
* | tally dependent on God. | | i 
l i 54 Those who mourn sorrow over the sufferings of this life (9:23), the sufferings of others (Jn 11:35), 
| the state of the world (Lk 19:41), and their own sins (Lk 7:36—38). All of these are comforted by the 


ånd virtuous action, and is the firstfruit of infinite joy. It is to be distinguished from ungodly sorrow, a 
sadness that leads to despair (see 2Co 7:10). | , 
- | 55 Meekness is an attitude of being content with both honor and dishonor, It is an imitation of Christ, 
who said, “Learn from Me, for | am gentle [meek] and lowly in heart” (11:29). The meek are God: 
‘ntrolled and have mastery over their passions, especially anger. Meekness is not passive weakness, but 
` | ‘Yength directed and under control. The earth that the meek will inherit is not power or possession in 
$ World, but the new earth, which is everlasting (Rev 21:1), | | 
36 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness see the presence of God and His Kingdom as the 
"ost important thing in life. They have a desperate craving for what is right before God, comparable to 
arving person’s craving for food (see 6:33). | rere MAARE TA 
I Mercy is love set in motion, expressed in action. God's mercy in taking our sufferings on Himself in 
êr to grant us His Kingdom sets us free from captivity to the evil one. In view of God's mercy to all, 
“ein turn are to be merciful to all.’ | | | | | 
"o “Pure” means unmixed with anything else. The pure in heart are completely devoted to the wor- 
P and service of God. and accept no compromises. With the aid of the Holy Spirit, those who achieve 
Purity practice all virtue, have no conscious evil in themselves, and live in temperance. This level of spiri- 
l Gi ly is attained by few, but all may strive for it. When the soul's only desire is God, and a person's will 
5,0 this desire, then that person will indeed see God everywhere. ee 
l bi Being the source of peace, Christ found no price sufficient for peace other than shedding His own 
| he In doing so, Christ reveals Himself to us as the Reconciler, the Prince of peace (Is 9:6; | 
ph 2:14-16), The Holy Spirit gives peace to those who imitate Christ. Thus, peacemakers share God's 
ace with those around them, imitating Christ’s sacrificial love and participating in His work. By God's 
bp, acemakers become sons of God themselves, — P eee 
l Children of God uphold truth, refuse to compromise with the ways of the world, and give them- 
ska tO No other (6:24, 33; see 1Co 6:19, 20). Like Jesus, these will be persecuted for righteousness 
| Say see Jn 15:18-20). Christ's kingdom is the crown awaiting the righteous. l 
s, 12 Those who suffer persecution for Christ walk the road of the prophets, saints, and martyrs. The 
K for be exceedingly glad means to “leap exceedingly with joy.” (See Acts 5:40, 41.) 
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PA In the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5—7), Jesus introduces the kind of life those who seek 
cob the Kingdom of God must lead. His homily could properly be called, “The 
"| a Righteousness of the Kingdom.” It can be divided into several sections. 
; L The Beatitudes (5:1-16). The sermon begins with the Beatitudes (the 
ii, Ae om h ane Nn | ped. a ~ b a « i F 
ble ssings”), which describe the joys of true discipleship, the blessed way of life. The 
people of God await the rewards Jesus promises in this section. 

-The new covenant (5:17—48). Then, as the Son of God whose authority is greater than 
that of Moses, Christ proclaims the new law, the righteousness leading toward perfection, to 
which the Mosaic Law and the prophets pointed. Jesus reveals the deeper meaning of several 
Old Testament jaws, broadening their implications. | 

(a) “You shall not murder” is expanded beyond the command against physically killing 
another (5:21-26). Murder now includes anger, calling someone a fool, and failure to 
be reconciled with a friend or adversary. 

(b) “You shall.noe commit adultery” (5;27) no longer refers only to the unlawful act of 


4 i,’ 


sex-outside marriage: it now includes lust: 

(c) Divorce was allowable under the Old Testament law. But under the new covenant, 
divorce is permissible only because of sexual immorality, and remarriage to a divorced 
person is not permitted (5:31, 32). et | 

(d) “Perform your oaths to the Lord” is the Old Testament law. Jesusnstructs us to say 
“ves” or “no” without taking an oath, and to keep our word (5:33-37). 

(e) “An eye for an eye”—a graphic way of seeing justice from a human perspective— 
becomes “turn the other [cheek]” and “love your enemies.” Not only must we for- 
sake vengeance, even when it is just retribution; we must treat others as God treats us, 
with mercy and grace (5:38-49). | | | 

3 Spiritual disciplines (6:1—7:12). Jesus assumes we will follow three disciplines that help 


us attain true righteousness (6:1-18) and true wisdom (6:19—7:12). These disciplines are a 


vital part of Christian tradition. 
(a) Giving alms, or doing charitable deeds for the poor, should be done secretly, before 
God and not before men (6:1-4). | 
(b) Prayer should follow the model of the Lord’s Prayer, which Jesus here reyeals to His 
Church (6:5-15). | 

(c) Fasting should likewise be done to please God, not men (6:16-18). 

These disciplines help us find true wisdom, which consists of (1) the love of God and pur- 
suit of His righteousness by bringing our treasure (6:19-26) as alms to God, and our wornes 
(6:22—7:34) in prayer and fasting to Him; and (2) the love of human beings and pursuit of 
righteous reconciliation with them by submitting our judgments of them (7:1-6) to God’s 
severe mercy, For these difficult tasks we need divine discernment and guidance, which God 
provides to those who follow Jesus’ spiritual rule (7:7-12), Thus, our natural impulses are 
redirected toward their proper goal: the righteousness of God in His Kingdom (6:33). 

4 Exhortations to righteousness (7:13-29). Jesus concludes with exhortations to 
true righteousness, warnings about hypocritical and deceitful professions of righteous- 
ness, and instructions to build on the rock of His teachings. i 
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1275 __ ___ MATTHEW 5:22 


s The Disciples in the World > the law till all is fulfilled.t !9Whoever there- 
(MR 9:50; LR 14:34, 35) fore breaks one of the least of these com- 
“you are the salt of the earth; but if the | mandments, and teaches men so, shall be 
salt loses its flavor, how shall it be sea- | called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
soned? It is then good for nothing but to be | whoever does and teaches them, he shall 









thrown out and trampled’ underfoot by | be called great in the kingdom of heaven.t 


men.t | ““For I say to you, that unless your righ- 
“You are the light of the world. A city | teousness exceeds the righteousness of the 

that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.“ | scribes and. Pharisees. you will by no 

Nor do they light a lamp and put it under | means enter the kingdom of heaven.t 

a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives | 

light to all who are in the house. !SLet your =. Righteousness Illustrated 7- 

light so shine before men, that they may | 2!“You have heard that it was said to 

see your good works and glorify your | those of old, ‘You shall not murder? and 

Father in heaven.t whoever murders will be in danger of the 
~ Righteousness: The Law Fulfilled = judgment," “But l say. to you that whoever 
“Do not think that I came to destroy the | eee Fe eae the seen gral 

Law or the Prophets. I did not come to de- |>. toe Ta ee + Ps 

stroy but to fulfill. sFor assuredly, Isay to | WP OSVETI ESA FO AS BroMe Aca sal 


you, till heaven and earth pass away, one | 5:21 «Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 
jot or one tittle will by no means pass from | 5:22 4NU-Text omits without a cause. 











5:13-16 Salt and light illustrate the role of disciples in society, Because of its preservative powers, its 
necessity for life, and its ability to give flavor, salt had religious and sacrificial significance (Lv 2:13; see + 
also Nm 18:19; 2Ch 13:5). To eat salt with someone meant-to be bound together in loyalty. As the salt 
of the earth, Christians are -preservers of God's covenant and give true flavor to the world. 

God is the true and uncreated Light. In the OT light is symbolic of God (Is 60:1-3), the divine Law 
Ps 118:105), and Israel in contrast to all other nations, In the NT, the Son of God is called ” light” 
Un 1:4-9; 8:12: 1Jn 1:5). Light is necessary both for clear vision and for life itself. Faith relies on this di- 
vine light, and believers become “sons of light” (Jn 12:36; 1Th 5:5) who shine in a perverse world 
Php 2:15). In many parishes, the Pascha (Easter) Liturgy begins with a candle being presented and the 
invitation to “come receive the Light which is never overtaken by night.” | 
5:16 Christian virtues have both a personal and a public function, for our virtue can bring others to 
glorify the Father. 
5:17 Jesus fulfills the Law in Himself, in His words, and in His actions by: (1) performing God's will in all 
i fullness (3:15): (2) transgressing none of the precepts of the Law (Jn 8:46; 14:30); (3) declaring the 
Perfect fulfillment of the Law, which He was about to deliver to them; (4) granting righteousness—the 
Joal of the Law—to us (Rom 3:31; 8:3, 4; 10:4). He fulfills the Prophets by both being and carrying out 


| What they foretold. 


5:18 Assuredly (Gr. amen) means “truly,” or “confirmed,” or “so be it,” Jesus uses it as a solemn affir- 
Nation, a form of oath. Christ's use of this word at the beginning of certain proclamations (rather than 
“the end) is unique and authoritative: He declares His words affirmed before they are even spoken. 
Ajot (Gr. jota) is the smallest letter in the Greek alphabet; a tittle is the smallest stroke in certain He- 
fin letters. Thus, the whole of the Law is affirmed as the foundation of Christ's new teaching, All is 
ulfilled refers to the Passion and Resurrection of Christ, | act 
19 Righteousness according to the Law is a unified whole. The observance of all the least command- 
“MIs is to observe the whole Law, while the violation of the least commandment is considered a viola- 
2 ma OMBIR: La, d that of the Pharisees because theirs was an out 
ighteousr , s to salvation must exceed that of the Pharisees becau: ~ 
y , belinda ee ht righteousness of salvation is the communion of the heart, soul, 
5, ‚and body in Jesus Christ. (See notes on Rom 1:17; 3:26.) in | 
Mold 22 The repeated formula but | say to you is a statement of total, divine authority (7:29). As the 
ator of man and the Author of the Law, Christ can speak with this authority, While there is anger 
4 Ich is not sinful (Ps 4:5; Mk 3:5), here Jesus forbids sinful anger, identifying it with murder, The coun- 
to. Ne Supreme legal body among the Jews, Hell (Gr, Gehenna; see 10:28 and note) is the final condiz., 
_ ~ Sinners who resist, God's grace. f | besi: 


ire ~(I)~ 


days commemorating holy hierarchs. 


Nof 








a 
| | 


MATTHEW 5:23 


be in danger of the council. But whoever 


Says, ‘You fool” shall be in danger of hell- 
fire. Therefore if you bring your gift to the | 


altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you,t 24leave 
your gift there before the altar, and go your 
way. First be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift. Agree 
with your adversary quickly, while you are 
on the way with him) lest your adversary 
deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you 
over to the officer, and you be thrown into 
prison.t 2°Assuredly, I say to you, you will 
by no means get out of there till you have 
paid the last penny. 

27*“VYou have heard that it was said to 
those of old,’ ‘You shall not commit adul- 
tery. ®t 28But I say to you that whoever 
looks at a woman to lust for her has al- 
ready committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 2°If your right eye causes you to Sin, 
pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is 
more profitable for you that one of your 
members perish, than for your whole body 
to be cast into hellt #*And if your right 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it 
from you; for it is more profitable for you 
that one of your members perish, than for 
your whole body to be cast into hell. 
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31“Furthermore it has been said, ‘Who- 
ever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’t *2But I say to you 
that whoever divorces his wife for any rea- 
son except sexual immorality’ causes her 
to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
woman who is divorced commits adultery. 
33*A gain you have heard that it was said 
to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, 
but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 
-34But I say to you, do not swear at all: nei- 
ther by heaven, for it is God’s throne;t nor 
| by the earth; for it is His footstool; nor by 
| Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
| King. 2®Nor shall you swear by your head, 
| because you cannot make one hair white or 
| black. 37But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes, and your 
‘No,’ ‘No. For whatever is more than these 
is from the evil one. 
38°You have heard that it was said, An 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. * 
39But I tell you not to resist an evil person. 
But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, 
turn the other to him also.t #°If anyone 
wants to sue you and take away your tunic, 


5:27 "NU-Text and M-Text omit to those of old. 
>Fxodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 5:32 2Or for- 
nication 5:38 °*Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; 


| Deuteronomy 19:21 





5:23, 24 Peace with other believers is a requirement for worship (Mk 11:25). The liturgical. “kiss of 


peace” at the beginning of the eucharistic prayer is a sign of reconciliation and forgiveness, preparing 
the faithful to offer the holy gifts at the altar (1Co 16:20; 1Pt 5:14). 

5:25, 26 Luke places this teaching in the context of the end of the age (Lk 12:57-59); here it is in the 
context of reconciliation surrounding the Liturgy. Delay in reconciliation allows for the spread of ani- 


mosity and other evils (Eph 4:26, 27). 


5:27, 28 The issue here is not the God-given mutual attraction of men and women, but the selfish 
promptings of lust. Sin does not come out of nature, but out of the distortion of nature for self- 
indulgence. Thoughts that enter the mind involuntarily are not sins, but temptations. They become sins 


only when they are held and entertained. 


5:29 This imagery is not to be taken literally, but refers to decisive action to avoid sin and to continue 


in purity. (See note for 18:8.) 


5:31, 32 In contrast to the easy access to divorce un 


der the Mosaic Law, and because of the misuse of 


divorce in that day, Jesus repeatedly condemns divorce (19:8, 9) and emphasizes the eternal nature of 
marriage. The possibility of divorce on the grounds of sexual immorality shows that marriage can be 
destroyed by sin. While recognizing divorce as a serious sin, the Orthodox Church allows divorce and a 
second marriage as a concession to human weakness and as a corrective measure of compassion when a 
marriage has been broken. A third marriage is permitted only under specific, limited circumstances, and 


a fourth marriage is never permitted. 


5:34-37 Trust cannot be secured by swearing an oath by things that are not in man’s possession any- 


way, but only by simple integrity. 


5:39-42 In contrast to the OT (Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21), Jesus warns us not to resist violence with 
more violence. Evil can only be overcome by good, which keeps us free from compromise with the devil 
and can bring our enemy under the yoke of God's love. A saint of the desert once found his hut being 
looted of its paltry possessions, and he knelt in the corner praying for the bandits. When they left, the 
monk realized they had not taken his walking stick. This monk pursued them for many days until he 
was able to give them the stick as well. Seeing his humility, the bandits returned everything to him and 


were converted to Jesus Christ. 















—_ 


aver compels you to go one mile, go with 
from him who wants to borrow from you do 
not turn away. | 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor? and hate your 
enemy. “But I say to you, love your ene- 
mies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
‘hose who hate you, and pray for those who 


| pitefully use you and persecute you,?t | 


that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 


just and on the unjust. 46For if you love 


those who love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
‘And if you greet. your brethren’ only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not 


_ even the tax collectors® do. so? 48Therefore 


| 
| 
| 





|W. 1-4), (2) prayer (vv. 5-15), and (3) fasting 


| bad 





you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 


heaven is perfect. 

6 “Take heed that you do not do your 
charitable deeds before men, to be seen 

by them. Otherwise you have no reward 

fom your Father in heaven.’ 2Therefore, 

when you do a charitable deed, do not sound 


< How to Give Aims o> 


_ 4trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in 
ihe synagogues and in the streets, that they | openly. 
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| et him have your cloak also. 4!And who- 





im two. “Give to him who asks you, and | 








for those who persecute you.” 


_MATTHEW 6:8 


may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say 
to you, they have their reward.t 3But when 
you do a charitable deed, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing,t 
‘that your charitable deed may be in secret: 
and your Father who sees in secret will 
Himself reward you openly. 






æ. How to Pray => 
(LR 11:1—4) 

“And when you pray, you shall not be 
like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the cor- 
ners of the streets, that they may be seen by 


| men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 


their reward.t 6But you, when you pray, go 
into your room, and when you have shut 
your door, pray to your Father who is in the 


| secret place; and your Father who sees in 
| secret will reward you openly. 7And when 


you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the 

heathen do. For they think that they will be 

heard for their many words. | 
“Therefore do not be like them. For your 


Father knows the things you have need of 


5:43 4Compare Leviticus 19:18 5:44aNU-Text 
omits three clauses from this verse, leaving, 
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 
9:47 ®M-Text - 
reads friends. "NU-Text reads Gentiles. 


6:4°NU-Text omits openly. 6:6 3NU-Text omits 


| 544-47 Freed from hate, sadness, and anger, we are able to receive the greatest virtue: perfect love. 
| The love of enemies is not merely an emotion, but includes decision and action. It is to treat and see 


our enemies as the closest members of our own family. (See 1Jn 4:7-21.) 
5:48 The summary statement of all that has preceded. The Christian can indeed grow in the perfection 
of the Father (Eph 4:13; see also the article, “Deification,” at 2Pt 1), which is shown by imitating His 


ove and mercy (compare Lk 6:36). 


‘ighteousness. 


S1 In this chapter, Jesus presents the three most basic aspects of spiritual living: (1) charitable giving 
(vv. 16-18). These three disciplines relate directly to God's 


62 The Original meaning of “hypocrite” was “actor.” Hypocrites are play-actors practicing piety for 
w, desiring to please men rather than God. Wearing masks of compassion, inwardly they are heart- 
*. Their reward is the applause of men and nothing more. 

3, 4 God is not impressed with what others think of us, nor by what we think of ourselves. God will 


. ard good deeds when they are based on pure motives of the heart. 
> The hypocrites miss the spirit of prayer, which is an intimate, personal communion with God that 
«> to the vision of His glory (1Co 2:9). Hypocrisy blocks out this communion and this vision. Vain repe- 
NnS Cannot establish this communion, for God does not need our “babble.” To partake of this com- 
(th 5 jap silence and words are necessary. Therefore, we pray always (Lk 18:1) and without ceasing 
Christ does not condemn the use of many words per se, but teaches that words must express the de- 
efor Communion with God. Jesus gives us specific words to repeat (vv. 9-13). It is not repetition itself 


bir 


i 


$ Condemned, but vain repetition. Many psalms, prayers, and hymns of the Church have been re- 
Or countless generations in the worship of God “in spirit and truth” (Jn 4:23), | 
i Ue Prayer is not telling God what He already knows and then telling Him what to do about it, nor 
ing PPearing pious in front of others. True prayer is (1) humble (go into your room, v. 6), (2) personal 
your Father, v. 6), and (3) sincere (do not use vain repetitions, v. 7). 
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before you ask Him. In this manner, there- 
fore, pray: | 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.t 
lOYour kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
(Give us this day our daily bread.t 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors.t 
3And do not lead ‘us into temptation, 
But deliver us trom the evil one: 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.@t 


““For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father wili also forgive 
you.t4 15But if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. 
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n How to Fast 7- 
l6“Moreover, when you fast, do not be like 
the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For 


they disfigure their faces that they may ap- 
pear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to 
you, they have their reward.t But you, 


when you fast, anoint your head and wash 
your face, !8so that you do not appear to 
men to be fasting, but to your Father who is 


in the secret place; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you openly.* 


c Trusting God Wholly 7- 
(Lk 16:13) 
1“Dọo not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal;t 2°but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 





6:13 4NU-Text omits. For Yours through Amen. 
6:18:NU-Text and M-Text omit openly. 





6:9 The Father-Son relationship within the Trinity reveals our potential relationship with God. Christ, 
the Son of God, grants us the privilege of calling God Our Father by the grace of adoption (Gal 4:4-7). 
As a “son of God,” the Christian is called to love, trust, and serve God as Christ does the Father: We 
must note that God is not our Father simply because He created us. He is only Father to those in a sav- 
ing and personal relationship with Him, a communion that only comes by the grace of adoption (see 


Jn 1:13; Rom 8:14-16). 


6:11 Daily is a misleading translation of the Greek epiousios, which is literally “above the essence,” or 
“supersubstantial.” The expression daily bread indicates not merely bread for this day, for earthly nour- 
ishment: it is the bread for the eternal day of the Kingdom of God, for the nourishment of our immor- 
tal soul. This living, supersubstantial bread is Christ Himself. In the Lord's Prayer, then, we are not asking 
merely for material bread for physical health, but for the spiritual bread of eternal life (Jn 6:27-58). 
6:12 The request to be forgiven is plural, directing us to pray always for the forgiveness of others. The 
term debts refers to spiritual debts (see 18:21-35; also note on v. 14). i | 

6:13 God tempts no one to sin (Jam 1:13); temptations are from the evil one, the devil. Temptations are 
aimed at the soul's giving in to the sinful passions of the flesh (Rom 7:5). No one lives without encoun- 
tering temptations, but we pray that great temptations, tests beyond what we can bear (1Co 10:13), — 


should not come to us. 


6:14, 15 Jesus insists on mutual forgiveness between people as a precondition of God's forgiveness. 
Those who do not forgive are not forgiven—period. This teaching is repeated in the parable of the un- 
forgiving servant (18:21-35), which concludes with the same teaching. To not forgive others is to will- 


fully flee from the forgiveness of God for ourselves. 


6:16-18 Keeping a sad countenance to show off one’s fasting is mere external display. Jesus rejects such 
hypocrisy. For the one who fasts, the compassion of God outshines the physical discomfort. During the 
fasting seasons of the Church, the hymns call the faithful to wash and anoint their faces (thus, there is 
no “Ash Wednesday” in the Orthodox Church), Fasting is for spiritual growth and the glory of God, not 


to be seen by those around us. 


Fasting also is not merely abstinence from food, but consists of self-denial in all areas of life in order 
to escape the control of the passions, On the eve of Great Lent, we sing, “Let us abstain from passions 
as we abstain from food.” St. John Chrysostom writes, “What good is it if we abstain from eating birds 


and fish, but bite and devour our brothers?" 


6:19-21 By attaching themselves to treasures on earth, people cut themselves off from heavenly trea- 
sures. They become slaves to earthly things rather than free in Christ, The heart of discipleship lies in — 
(1) disentangling ourselves from the chains of earthly things, and (2) attaching ourselves to God, the 


true treasure (v. 21). . ; 


6:14-21 This. passage is read onthe Sunday before Great Lent, called Cheese Fare Sunday or 


Forgiveness Sunday. 


if 
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neither moth nor rust destroys and where | 
| nieves do not break in and steal. 2!For where 
our treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
“The lamp of the body is the eye. If 
ynerefore your eye is good, your whole 
| pody will be full of light.t 23But if your eye 
| jsbad, your whole body will be full of dark: 
ness. If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness! , 
4“No one can serve two masters; for ei- 
ther he will hate the one and love the other, | 
or else he will be loyal to the one and de- 
| spise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.t 





MATTHEW 7:6 


field, which today is; and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will He not much 
more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

’\“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 22For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 
Father. knows that you need all these 
things. 33But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you.t “4Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about its own things. Sufficient for 
the day is its own trouble. 


æ On Judging Others ey 
(Lk 6:37, 38, 41, 42). 
“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For 


— 


~. Trusting God for Basic Needs = 
| (LR-12:22-31) 
J Ae eee LO YRU» dO NOF Deea 7 with what. judgment you judge, you 
es cher pt epee | yA ae | will be judged; and with the measure you 
you will drink; nor about your body, what | use, it will be measured back to you.t 3And 
you will put on. Is not life more than food | why do ‘you look ‘at’ the speck in your 
and the body more than clothing?? “Look brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank 
at the birds of the air, for they neither sow | in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to 
hor reap nor gather into barns: yet your | your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck 
heavenly Father feeds them, Are you not of from your eye’ >and look, a plank is in your 
more value than they? ?/Which of you-by | own eye? 5Hypocrite! First remove the 
worrying can add one cubit to his stature?. | plank from your own eye, and then you will 
“So why do. you worry. about clothing? | see clearly to remove the speck from your 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they | brother’s eye, | mr 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; 
‘dy tO you that even Solomon in all his | nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. | trample them under their feet, and turn and 
"Now if God so clothes the grass of the ‘tear VOUT DICCES: (ieee 








6:22, 23 The mind (Gr. nous) is the spiritual eye of the soul; it illuminates the inner man and governs 
the will. Keeping the mind wholesome and pure is fundamental to the Christian life. | 
24 As slaves serving two masters, people attempt to maintain an attachment to both earthly and | 
“avenly things. But this is impossible, since both demand full allegiance. Jesus calls mammon (“riches”) 
| ‘Master not because wealth is evil by nature, but because of the control it has over people. 
625-27 Jesus is warning against anxiety, not against thoughtful planning. Our physical well-being is 
directly dependent on God, and only indirectly on food, drink, and clothing. Anxiety over earthly things 
“monstrates a lack of faith in God's care. Ni ae | 
| 32 Because the Gentiles served pagan idols, they remained consumed by dependence on earthly 
ngs, Those who follow God can be freed from this dependence. | Fe CRS 
"43 The kingdom of God is the central theme of Jesus’ teaching, and His righteousness is the subject 


at = = 


Ment 





Ae Sermon on the Mount. Calling us to be free from anxiety about earthly things, Jesus directs us to 
“9% to heaven, secure in the faith that God will provide needed earthly blessings. 


i We will be judged with our own level of judgment because we are guilty of the very things we | 
Udge | 


them 


In oth elves have failed in repentance and in fleeing from sin. To pass judg- 

in IS to sires: a liaa second part of this verse is found in Mk 4:24 and in Lk 6:38, each 

). Merent context, as Jesus no doubt repeated this particular VTA, TATR aD l 5 

409s and « | then peoples (Php 3:2; Rev 22:15), but would also include Jews who do 
ho Practice Tea a ai Oe esta rs, dogs are those To) immersed in evil that they show no 

ip Pe of ch ange, while swine are those who habitually live immoral and impure lives. The pearls are the 

qe Mysteries of the Christian faith, including Christ's teachings (13:46) and the great sacraments. 

| ese | oly things are restricted from the immoral and unrepentant, not to protect the holy things 

Selves, for Christ needs no protection. Rather, we protect the faithless people from the condemna- 

that would result from holding God's mysteries in contempt (see note on Lk 23:8, 9). re 
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œ Persevering in Prayer er 
(LR 11:9-13) 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be 


opened to you.t 8For everyone who asks re- 


ceives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 


who knocks it will be opened. 9Or what 


man is there among you who, if his son 
asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or 
if he asks for a fish, will he give him a ser- 
pent? If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask Him!t 
2Therefore, whatever you want men to do 
to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets.t@ 


~= The Narrow Gate m 
(LR 13:24) 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is 
the gate and broad is tne way that leads to 


by it.t '4Because’ narrow is the. gate and 
difficult is the way. which leads to life, and 
there are few who find_it. 
= Beware of False Prophets -= 
(Lk 6:43, 44) 
1o“Beware of false prophets, who come to 





are ravenous wolves i6You will TPI 


| them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 


from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 
'7Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, 
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit. "Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.t 2°Therefore by their fruits you will 
know them. 

21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven.t 22Many will say to Me in that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and 


done many wonders in Your name?’ 3And 


then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice law- 
lessness!’ 


œ Hearing and Doing Jesus’ Teachings -> 
destruction, and there are many who go in | 


(LR 6:47-49) 

"Therefore whoever hears these say- 
ings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 
him to a wise man who built his house on 
the rock:t 25and the rain descended, the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat 


you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they | 7:148NU-Text and M-Text read How .. 





7:7-11 The verbs ask, seek, and knock are present progressives: “be asking,” “be seeking," 


“be knock- 


ing.” Note the synergy: our effort is commanded, but never apart from the immediate help of God. We 
ask in prayer; seek by learning God's truth; and knock by doing God's will. 

7:11 Man is called evil not to condemn the whole race, but to contrast the imperfect goodness that is 
in people (that is, our goodness is mingled with sin) with the perfect goodness of God (see 19:16, 17). If 
imperfect and even wicked people can do some good, all the more will God work perfect good. 

7:12 The “Golden Rule” fulfills the demands of the Law and the Prophets and is a practical application 
of the commandment to love one’s neighbor as oneself (22:39, 40). It is a first step in spiritual growth. 
The negative form of the Golden Rule (“Don't do to others what you don't want them to do to you") 
was well known in Judaism. Jesus’ form is positive: this is the action that begins to draw us toward God 


(see note at Lk 6:31). 


7:13, 14 The description of the two ways was widespread in Judaism (Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1; Pr 4:17, 18; 
12:28; 15:23; WSir 15:17) and in early Christian writings (Didache, Barnabas). Luke's version (Lk 13: 24-30) 
is more eschatological, referring to the end of the age. Because we wrestle against sins and human 
weaknesses as well as spiritual forces of evil (Eph 6:12), entering the Kingdom is the more difficult way. 
7:15 Because they can easily deceive others, those who put on a show of virtue or religion are more 
dangerous than those who are evil outright. Thus, we must be all the more cautious among those who 


are outwardly virtuous. 


7:19 John the Baptist made the same statement in 3:10. 

7:21, 22 A threefold testimony of the deity of Christ; (1) He calls Himself Lord—which refers to the di- 
vine name “Yahweh” of the OT; (2) He speaks of the will of My Father, which He fully knows and 
shares; (3) as judge, Christ is revealed as God, for only God can execute true judgment, In that day 


refers to the final judgment. 
7:24-27 See note on Lk 6:46-49. 





~ (1) ~ 





7:12-21 This passage is read on days commemorating holy monks. 





on that house; and it did not fall, for it Ab 
founded on the rock: 
“But everyone who hears these sayings 


of Mine, and does not do them, will be like | 


foolish man who built his house on the 


sand: and the rain descended, the floods | 


ame, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 


these sayings, that the people were aston- 
ished at His teaching, 2°for He taught them as 
| one having authority, and not as the scribes. 


= A Leper Cleansed 7 

(Mk 1:40-45; Lk 5;12-16) 

0 When He had come down. from the 
J) mountain, great multitudes followed 
Him.t 2And behold, a leper came and wor- 
shiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are will- 
ing, You can make me clean.” 

‘Then Jesus put out His hand and touched 


Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

‘And Jesus said to him, “See,that you tell 
| n0 one; but go your way, show yourself to 
| te priest, and offer the gift. that Moses 
_mmanded, as a testimony to them.” 


™ A Paralyzed Servant Healed “7 
(Lk 7:1-10) 
| "Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, 
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Him,t saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at 
home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 
7And Jesus said to him, “I will come and 
heal him.”t 
‘The centurion answered and said, 
“Lord, I am not worthy that You should 
come under my roof. But only speak a 


word, and my servant will be healed.t 9For 
And so it was, when Jesus had ended | 


I also am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” | 

lOWhen Jesus heard it, He marveled, and 
said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I 
Say to you, I have not found such great 
faith, not even in Israel!t "And I say to you 
that many will come from east and west, 
and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.t !2But the 


| sons of the kingdom will be cast out into 
him, saying, “I am willing: be cleansed.” | 


outer darkness. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to the 
centurion, “Go your way; and as you have 
believed, so let it be done for you.” And his 


servant was healed that same hour. 


<>. Power over All Infirmities «> 
(MR 1:29-34; Lk 4:38-41) 
'4Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s 
house, He saw his wife’s mother lying sick 


4 centurion came to Him, pleading with | with a fever.t !5Sọ He touched her hand, 


814 The biblical law concerning leprosy is found in Lv 13; 14. Dt 24:8 describes the purification of lep- 
“sand leprous houses, which was a duty entrusted to the priests. Leprosy was considered a direct pun- 
) ‘ment for sins, and as lepers were unclean, they were not permitted to live in the community or to 
Worship in synagogues or the temple. Touching the unclean was forbidden (Lv 7:21), yet Jesus touched 
"leper, showing His compassion, and showing that He is not subject to the Law but over it. To the 
“an, nothing is unclean. (See also note at Lk 5:14.) 
9A centurion (a Gentile) commanded 100 men in a Roman legion. Jesus is the Savior of all, and in 
M ethnic distinctions are void. 
“will come has been read as a question by many Greek scholars; “Shall | come?" Regardless, Jesus is 
| re y to deal graciously with this Gentile and even to enter his house, which would make Him unclean 
ithe eyes of the Jews. | | 
“4 9 The centurion expresses unusual faith in calling Jesus, who is a Jew, Lord. The statement, “Lord, | 
| Koren Worthy that You should come under my roof," is frequently quoted in liturgical texts as an ideal 
l egg on Of humility. | Nes | 
Naza Twice in the gospels it is said of Jesus that He marveled: (1) at the unbelief in His hometown of 
hy reth (Mk 6:6), and (2) at the belief of this foreigner. | 7 
| the; 12 Here Jesus nullifies any ideas of ethnic superiority, The rejected sons of the kingdom are both 
ang YS Who deny Christ and those raised in the Church who do not live their faith; outer darkness 
| Nhe | ®eping and gnashing are descriptions of the state of the unrighteous dead in Sheol (Hades) in 
an sh tradition (Enoch 103:8), They are common expressions In Matthew (13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 
bta and also occur in Luke (Lk 13:28). l 
Neal This passage and 1Co 9:5 (where Peter is called Cephas) indicate Peter was married. Our Lord s 
mm. 9 Miracles are diverse. In this case, He heals by touch; in v. 13, He healed by a word. This healing is 
heale late and complete; others are gradual (Mk 8:22-25) or require the cooperation of the person 
lest y, O" Of his loved ones (Lk 8:54, 55). As the quotation in v. 17 indicates, all of Christ's miracles mani- 


5 redemption of ailing humanity. 
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MATTHEW 8:16 


SS 





served them,’ 

‘When evening had come, they brought 
to Him many who were demon-possessed. 
And He cast out the spirits with a word, 
and healed all who were sick, "that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


“He Himself took our infirmities 
And bore our sicknesses.”@ 


~ Unconditional Loyalty -> 
(LR 9:57-62) | 

lŝ And: when Jesus saw great multitudes 
about Him, He gave a command to depart 
to the other side. Then a certain. scribe 
came and said to-Him, “Teacher, I will fol- 
low You wherever You go.” l 

0And: Jesus. said to him. “Foxes. have 
holes and birds of the. air have nests, but 
the Son. of. Man has.newhere. to.lay His 
head.”t 1 

21Then another of His disciples said,to 
Him, “Lord, let.me first go and bury. my fa- 
ther.”t | 

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and 
let the dead bury their own dead.” 


= A Storm Calmed = 
(MR 4:35-41; Lk 8:22-25) | 
23Now when He got into a boat, His disci- 
ples followed Him.t #4And suddenly a great 
tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat 
was covered with the waves. But He was 
asleep. 2Then His disciples came to Him 
and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We 
are perishing!” ` 
26But He said to them, “Why are you fear- 


— —— 






and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 
there was a great calm. 2’/So the men mar- 
veled, saying, “Who can this be, that even 
the winds and the sea obey Him?” 


-™ The Gergesene Demoniacs 7- 
(Mk 5:1-20; Lk 8:26-39) 

-28When He had come to the other side, to 
the country of the Gergesenes,? there met 
Him two demon-possessed men, coming 
out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that 
no one could pass that way.t And sud- 
denly they cried out, saying, “What have we 
to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have 


| You come here to torment us before the 


time?” - : | 
30Now a good way off from them there 
was a herd of many swine feeding. ?'So the 
demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us 
out, permit us to go away? into the herd of 
swine.” | | | 
32And He said to them, “Go.” So when 


‘they had come out, they went into the 


herd of swine. And suddenly the whole 
herd of swine ran violently down the 
steep place into the sea, and perished in 


| the water. 


33Then those who kept them fled; and 
they went away into the city and told every- 
thing, including what had happened to the 
demon-possessed men. *“*And behold, the 
whole city came out to meet Jesus. And 


when they saw Him, they begged Him to 


depart from their region. 





8:15 sNU-Text and M-Text read Him. 


8:17 Isaiah 53:4 8:28 :NU-Text reads 


Gadarenes. 8:31 8NU-Text reads send us. 





8:20 Since the term Son of Man refers to the Messiah (Dan 7:13), it expresses both His humanity and His 
divinity. Here it refers to Christ's human condition; in 25:31-33 it describes His divine authority. 

8:21, 22 Jesus is not negating the command to honor parents, but is teaching us to put the things of 
the Kingdom as the highest priority. Those who ignore this priority. are spiritually dead. | 
8:23-27 The Lord's mastery over creation is another sign that He is the Messiah and is divine. 
Commands to the sea and waves (v. 24) can only be issued by God (Job 38:8-11; Ps 65:5, 6; 106:29). Je- 


sus was asleep because, as a man, he needed r 
of the flesh, of which sleep 
illustrate the Church, God both permits storms an 


protection more clearly, Christ’s rebuke of the storm | 


the human soul. 


8:28-34 The demons, recognizing Jesus as the Son of God, 
minated before the time of the last judgment. Though th 
nothing against the will of God, and thus can only enter t 
destruction of the herd shows that the men had been protected b 
have perished under the demonic influence. Further, 
the Jews, and shows the incomparable value of human 





est, In His Incarnation, He assumed all the natural actions 


is one, The image of Christ and His disciples in a boat is traditionally used to 
d delivers us through them, so that we can see His 


s also an illustration of His calming the tempests in 


are surprised that their power is being ter- 
e malice of the demons is great, they can do 
he swine at Christ's command. The immediate 
y God's care; otherwise, they would 


it reinforces that swineherding was not lawful for 


beings, whose salvation is worth every sacrifice. 








The Paralytic Restored => 
(Mk 2:1-12; Lk 5:17-26) 
So He got into a boat, crossed over, and | 
came to His own city.t Then behold, 
ney brought to Him a paralytic lying on a 
ed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to 
ne paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer, your 
ins are forgiven you.”t 
sand at once some of the scribes said 








a 
“eu 


within themselves, “This Man blasphe- | 


mes!” 7 

‘But Jesus, Knowing their thoughts, said, 
“Why do you think evil in your hearts? °For 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are for- 


given you, or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? “But | 


that you may know that the Son of Man has 


said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your 

bed, and go to your house.” ‘And he arose 

and departed to his house, : 
Now. when the multitudes saw it, they 


| marveled? and glorified God, who had 


given such power to men. 
s Sinners Received = 
(Mk; 2:13-1.7; Lk 5:27-32) 
‘As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a 


| man named Matthew sitting at the tax of- 
_ fice. And He said to him, “Follow: Me.” So 
_ he arose and followed Him. 


“Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the | 


| table in the house, that behold, many tax 


collectors and sinners came and sat down 


power on earth to forgive sins’—then He 
with Him and His disciples. !!And when the 


#1 Jesus’ own city is Capernaum (4:13). 


1283 








“Why does your Teacher eat with tax col- 
lectors and sinners?” 

 2When. Jesus heard that, He said to 
them, “Those who are. well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. !*But 
go and learn what this means: ‘J desire 
mercy and not sacrifice.’* For | did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.” | | 


=. The New Wine of the Kingdom 7- 
(MR 2:18-22; Lk 5:33-39) 

i4Then the disciples of John came to Him, 
saving, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast 
often, but Your disciples do not fast?”t 

I5sAnd Jesus said to them; “Can the 
friends of the bridegroom mourn as long 
as the bridegroom is with them? But the 
days will come when the bridegroom will 
be taken away from them, and then they 
will. fast. 16No one puts a piece of un- 
shrunk cloth on an old garment; for the 
patch pulls away from the garment, and 


| the tear is made worse. Nor do they’ put 


new wine into old wineskins, or else the 
wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and 
the wineskins „aare ruined. But they put 
new wine into new wineskins, and both 
are preserved.” 





9:8 ®NU-Text reads were afraid. 9:13 Hosea 
6:6 >NU-Text omits to repentance.. 9:144NU- 
Text brackets often as disputed. 


92-8 As shown by the healing of the paralytic, faith is an indispensable condition for salvation. Faith is 





| 1 “Upying Romans, their fraud, and their corruption 


faithof the paralytic’s friends helped in his healing (v. 2). Three 
‘gns of Jesus’ divinity are shown: (1) He knows the secrets of hearts (see 1Kg 16:7; 2Ch 6:30); (2) He 
gives sins, a power which belongs to God alone; and (3) He heals by the power of His word. 
a 13 Matthew is also named Levi (Mk 2:14). Roman overlords assigned specific areas to Jewish tax 
ectors, who were free to collect extra revenues for their own profit. Their collaboration with the 
caused other Jews to hate them and to consider 
i unclean (11:19). Jesus dining with them and accepting a tax collector as a disciple (“Follow Me") 
ny nds the Pharisees, yet Christ's defense is simple: He goes where the need of the physician is great- 
Mer desire mercy and not sacrifice” (v. 13; Hos 6:6) is nota rejection of sacrifice per se, but shows that 
4 ‘Y 'S.a higher priority (see Ps 50), | 
fa 17 The Jews typically fasted twice a l 
were regularly observed or occasionally proclaimed (2Ch 20:3; 1Ez 8:49, 50; Est 4:16; Joel 2:15), es- 


dllective as well as personal, for the 


week (Lk 18:12), on Monday and Thursday. In addition, public 


$ 
| ally on the Day of Atonement (Lv 16:31-34) and in times of mourning (Zec 7:5; 8:19). But the Jews 


49. 
# 1 , 
3 This Passage is read on November 16, 





ta e day of the Messiah as a wedding feast—a time of joy and gladness. Jesus here proclaims that 
à r eclaring Himself to be the Messiah/Bridegroom. For Christians, fasting is not gloomy but desirable, 


Nt sadness, for by fasting, they gain self-control and prepare themselves for the Wedding Feast. 


and € Old garment and old wineskins stand for the Old Covenant and the Law, viewed as imperfect 


pire Mporary; the new wineskins are the New Covenant and those in Christ. The new wine is the Holy 
) Welling within renewed people, who cannot be constrained by the old precepts of the Law. |) 


the Feast of the Apostle Matthew, 








EW 9:18 


œ. A Healing and a Resurrection =m 
(MR 5:21-43; LR 8:40-56) 
\SWhile He spoke these things to them, 
behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, 
saving, “My daughter has just died, but 
come and lay Your hand on her and she will 
live.”t 19So Jesus arose and followed him, 
and so did His disciples. 
20nd suddenly, a woman who had a flow 





of blood for twelve years came from behind | 


and touched the hem of His garment. For 
she said to herself, “If only I may touch His 
sarment, 1 shall be made well.” “But Jesus 
turned around, and when He. saw her He 
said. “Be of good cheer, daughter; your 
faith has made you well.” And the woman 
was made well from that hour. | 

23When Jesus came into the. rulers 
house. and saw the flute players) and the 
noisy crowd wailing, *4He said to them, 
“Make room, for the gir! is not dead, but 
sleeping.” And they ridicuied Him. 25But 
when the crowd was put outside, He went 
in and took her by the hand, and the girl 
arose. 26And the report of this went out into 
all that land. 


= Two Blind Men Healed => 
27When Jesus departed from there, two 


blind men followed Him, crying out and | 


saving, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”t 
28And when He had come into the house, 
the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said 


9:18-26 Authority over life and death 
essence with the Father, Jesus has this authori 
Christ's power to cleanse and heal (see 8:1-4). 
imposing religious and social 
suffering woman, accounting 
faith. In v. 22, Jesus (1) brings 


could she hide her touch from Him, nor is she excluded from Him 


her faith to all, so that they might imitate her. 


9:27-33 According to Isaiah, the messianic age is signified when “the e 





restrictions, for contact 
herself unclean, nevertheless approaches Jesus secretly and with great 


her good cheer because of her faith; (2) corrects her thinking, for neither 









ieve that I am able to 











to them, “Do you 
| do this?” 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 

29Then He touched their eyes, saying, 
“According to your faith let it be to you.” 
30And their eyes were opened. And Jesus 
sternly warned them, saying, “See that no 
one knows it.” 3!But when they had de- 
parted, they spread the news about Him in 
all that country. 

«~ A Demoniac Healed 7- 

32As they went out, behold, they brought 
to Him a man; mute and demon-possessed. 
33And when the demon was cast out, the 
mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, 
saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” 

34But the Pharisees said, “He casts out 
demons by the ruler of the demons.” 

35Then Jesus went about all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people.* 

= A Plentiful Harvest -7> 

36But when He saw the multitudes, He was 
moved with compassion for them, because 
they were weary? and scattered, like sheep 
having no shepherd.t® 37Then He said to His 
disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few.t 38Therefore pray the 


| bel 


___ ——————— 
a 
— -— _— . 


9:35 ®NU-Text omits among the people. 
| 9:36 2NU-Text and M-Text read harassed. 


is in the hand of God alone (Dt 32:39; 1Kg 2:6). Being of one 
ty (Un 5:21). The healing of this woman demonstrates 
in the OT, hemorrhage caused ceremonial defilement 


with blood was strictly prohibited (Lv 15:25). This 


im because of her illness; and (3) exhibits 


yes of the blind shall be opened, 


and the ears of the deaf shall hear” (Is 35:5). These healings are a sign that Jesus is the awaited Mes- 


siah, as is the use of the title Son of David by the blind men, | 
s is impossible, for the aim of the devil is to consolidate 


9:34 To cast out demons by the ruler of demon 


power, not destroy it. Further, Jesus cleansed lepers, 


could not perform, 
9:36 Jesus does not condemn sinners, 
passion means “suffering wit 
(Nm 27:17; 3Kg 22:17; Ezk 34:5), 
of shepherds, acted as wolves. 

9:37, 38 The harvest suggests the a 
both the Sower and the Lord of the 


which expresses their faith in this truth. 


raised the dead, and remitted sins—works demons 


but sees them as lost sheep to be found and brought home. Com- 
h.” The illustration of sheep having no shepherd, drawn from the OT 
is an. accusation against the Jewish leaders who, 


charged with the duty 


bundance of those who are ready to accept the Kingdom. Jesus is 
harvest. His disciples are sent not to sow, but to reap what He ha 


sown by the prophets (see note at Jn 4:36-38). How many are sent to harvest is less important than 


with what power they go into the harvest (10:1). 


<3 -—— | 
9:36; 10:1-8 This passage is read on June 30, the Synaxis of the Twelve Apostles. 








————— CO 


n 


over u 


| ‘jes are these: first, Simon, who is. called 


` imon the Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, 


| Worthy of his food. 


| Ple had more than one name. The names 


| Pares them to be single-minded in their 


| coul 


w ‘16 Jesus instructs the disciples to be wise 


b 6~ 
essi 








ord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest.” 
-s. The Twelve Chosen = 
(MR 3:13-19; Lk 6:12-16) 

And when He had called His twelve 
disciples to Him, He gave them power 
nclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
neal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of dis- | 
ease.t 2Now the names of the twelve apos- 





peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son | 
of Zebedee, and John his brother; *Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax | 
yllector; James the son of Alphaeus, and | 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was? Thaddaeus; 





who also betrayed Him. | 
| 


< Mission and Instructions = | 

(Mk 6:7-13; Lk 9:i-6) | 

‘These twelve Jesus sent out and com; | 

manded them, saying: “Do not go into the | 

way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city | 

ofthe Samaritans.t But go rather to the lost | 
sheep of the house of Israel. ‘And aS you go, 
preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 

raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you > 

have received, freely give. Provide neither | 
gold nor silver nor copper in your money 
belts, "nor bag for your journey, nor two tu- 
nics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is 





10:1-4 Disciples (v. 1) and apostles (v. 2) are often 
learner,” and apostle means “one sen 


Performed them by His own power. T 


ether on this “first missionary journey,” as Mark 


10:5-10 The disciples’ mission is like Christ's: to preach 
stry was focused on the Jews (15:24) so that, after the Resur- 


or going “to uncircumcised men” (Acts 11:3). Jesus pre- 


to preach and heal: 
(2) He instructs them to carry no money (v. 9) so that they 


: êm only to the Jews. Christ's earthly mini 
tion, the Jews could not blame the disciples f 
mission 
bd is free—a gift from God (v. 8); and 
| d not be accused of greed 
12, 13 Christ commissions His 


claimed by the prophets (Is 52:7), that 


Ould be revealed as a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22). To 
“Peace be to all.” 

as serpents so that 
tage in the spread 
retaliate against those who do them wrong, and should 


ul in the Liturgy with the words, 


sh ed and that they might take all advan 
'mless as doves so that they should not 
ameless in their witness of the gospel. 


ee a0 
emorating holy unmercenary healers, 
emorating holy martyrs and on August 1, the Feast of the 


58 This passage is read on days comm 
2 This passage is read on days comm 
on of the Cross. 


10:1, 


1285 


used interchangeably for the twelve. Disciple means 
t out.” Jesus gave them power to perform miracles, while He 
he names of the Twelve are not the same in all lists, as many peo- 
here are given in pairs, suggesting who may have traveled 
reports they were sent out 


_and so they would learn dependence on 
servants to give a greeting of peace, the same peace that was 
He would offer to the disciples (Jn 


MATTHEW 10:21 








u“Now whatever city or town you enter, 
inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there 
till you go out. '2And when you go into a 
household, greet it.t If the household is 
worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if 
it is not worthy, let your peace return to 
you. And whoever will not receive you 
nor hear your words, when you depart from 
that house or city, shake off the dust from 
your feet. !5Assuredly, I say to you, it will be 


| more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 


Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for 


that city! 


~, Persecution and Martyrdom => 

16“Behold. I send you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as ser- 
pents and harmless as doves. !’But be- 
ware of men, for they will deliver you up to 
councils and scourge you in their syna- 
gogues. !8You will be brought before gover- 
nors and kings for My sake, as a testimony 
to them and to the Gentiles. !9But when they 
deliver you: up, do not worry about how or 
what vou should speak. For it will be given 
to you in that hour what you should speak; 
20for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit 
of your Father who speaks in you. 

21“Now brother will deliver up brother to 
death, and a father his child; and children 





10:3 ®NU-Text_omits Lebbaeus, whose surname 
was. 10:4°NU-Text reads Cananaean. 

10:8 aNU-Text reads raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers; M-Text omits raise the dead. 





two by two (Mk 6:7). 
(v. 7) and to heal (v. 8). Note that Jesus sends 
(1) He reminds them that His 
God. 


14:27; 20:19), and that 
this day, Christ's peace is offered to the 


they might not be unnecessarily 
of the gospel. He also tells them to be - 





mi 





EEEE 


MATTHEW 10:22 


will rise up against parents and cause them 
to be put to death. 22And you will be hated 
by all for My name’s sake. But he who en- 
dures to the end will be saved. 2?>When they 
persecute you in this city, flee to another. 
For assuredly, I say to you, you will not 
have gone through the cities of Israel be- 
fore the Son of Man comes.t | 


+a. Encouragement to Fearless Witness 7> 


24¢A disciple is not above his teacher, nor 

a servant above his master. 25]t is enough 
for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and 
9 servant like his master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebub,? how 
much more: will they call those of his house- 
hold! 26Therefore do not fear them. For 
there is nothing covered that will not be re- 
vealed, and hidden that will not be known:t 
27¢Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak 
in the light; and what you near in the ear, 
| preach on the housetops. 2And do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to de- 
stroy both soul and body in hellt Are not 
two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And 
not one of them falls to the ground apart 
from your Father’s will: 30But the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. 3!Do not 
fear therefore; you are of more value than 


many Sparrows. 








10:23 Persecution must not cau 
cording to St. John Chrysostom, 
but merely means that before the 
them, thus more quickly ending the hostil 
10:26 Them: persecutors of the disciples (see v: 17) 
to. embolden the witness O 
neither be intimidated by pe 
40:28 That there is no 
which is ours by grace. 
1Pt 2:17), for only God has the power to jud 
(Jam 4:7), but not to fear him. 

Hell is literally “Gehenna,” In Jewish history, 
bidden religious practices (2Ch 2 
Christ's time, the valley had become a garba 
ciations, Gehenna acquire 
10:34 Just before His most violent death 
existence of evil necessitates spiritual wa 
of Satan (Jn 12:31; 2Co 
weapons of virtue 
10:35-39 See note at Lk 12:53. To carry his cross, 
even family relationships. 
10:40-42 Apostles are am 


are showing mercy directly to Christ and will rec 


bassadors who represe 


10:32, 33, 37, 38; 1 9:27-30 This passage | 
All Saints. 


f the gospel in the face o 
rsecution nor fail in their 
need to fear the killing of the s 


Fear Him is a command to fear 
ge the soul, Christians are 


| 


| reward. And he who 
| man in the name of a right 
receive a righteous man’s reward. “And 


| 
| 






se the disciple to quit, but sim 
before the Son of Man comes | 
disciples could visi 


Gehenna (the Valley 
8:3; Jer 39:35). King Josiah put 
ge dump that smoldered ceaselessly. Because of thes 
d the connotation of eternal 
on the Cross, Christ promised peac 
rfare, The earth to which Christ came wa 
4:4). It is therefore essential that Chr 


(Eph 6:11-1 8), See also note at Lk 12:51. . i 
a true disciple must be ready, if necessary, to sacrifice 





32“Therefore whoever confesses Me be- 
fore men, him I will also confess before My 
Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever 
denies Me before men, him I will also deny 
before My Father who is in heaven. 

34“T)o not think that I came to bring peace 
on earth. I did not come to bring peace but 
a sword.t For I have come to ‘set a man 
against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law t and “a man ’s enemies 
will be those of his own household.’ *7He 
who loves father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son 
or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. 38And he who does not take his cross 
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
39He who finds his life will lose it, and he 
who loses his life for My sake will find it. 

40“He who receives you receives Me, and 
he who receives Me receives Him who sent 
Met 4He who receives a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s 
receives a righteous 
eous man shall 


whoever gives one of these little ones only 
a cup of cold water in the name of a disci- 
10:25 *NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul. 

10:36 Micah 7:6 








ply to move forward in his mission. AC 
is not a reference to the Second Coming, 


t all the cities in Palestine, Christ would rejoin 
ity they would encounter, 

Do not fear is repeated thre 
f adversity. Christian believers, 


e times (wv. 26, 28, 31) 
then and today, must 


mission to preach, 

oul shows the immortality of the human soul, 
God (Pr 9:10; Lk 1:50; 23:40; Acts 10:2; Col 3:22; 
instructed to resist the devil 


of Hinnom) became a place of for- 


an end to these practices. (4Kg 23:10). By 
e asso- 


punishment in the afterlife. 
e to His disciples. But the 
s under the authority 


ist wage war against the leader of vice with 


nt the Lord, Therefore, all who extend help to them 
eive God's reward (see 25:40). 
s read on the first Sunday after 


Pentecost, called Sunday of © 





———————— 








e, assuredly, I say to you, he 


means lose his reward.” 
1 


_— 











shall 


œ The Baptist’s Question to Jesus s>, 


(Lk 7:18-23) 
]] Now it came to pass, when Jesus 
disciples, that He departed from there to 
teach and to preach in their cities. 

And when John had heard in prison 
about the works of Christ, he sent two ofa 
his disciples“ and said to Him, “Are You the 
Coming One, or do we look for another?”t 

‘Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things which you hear and 
see: “The blind see and the lame walk: the 

| lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear: the 

dead are raised up and’ the poor have 

_ the gospel preached to them.t And blessed 
ishe who is not offended because of Me.” 


by no | you, and more than a prophet. !°For this is 


finished commanding His twelve 


[1:17 


he of whom it is written: 


‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face, | 


Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 


"Assuredly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has not risen one 
greater than John the Baptist; but he who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.t !?And from the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force.t !3For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John.t !4And if you are will- 
ing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 

‘°“But. to what shall I liken this genera- 


| tion? It is like children sitting in the mar- 
~ John and Jesus Rejected aa _ketplaces and calling to their companions,t 
(LR 7:24-35) | Zand saying: | 
3 | 
‘As they departed; Jesus began to say to | 


the multitudes concerning John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A 
feed shaken by the wind? 8But/what did 
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft 


yOu go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to 


upi 


Works that only the Messiah could do. 


in 
enote at Lk 7:28). 


o 
af 


‘Ngdom b 


11.4, Ween themselves and faith in Him. 
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of John the Baptist. 








garments? Indeed, those who wear. soft | TT; 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9But what did 11:2 *NU-Text reads by for two of. 


“med these miracles in the presence of John’s disci 


‘We played the flute for you, 
And you did not dance: 
We mourned to you, 
And you did not lament.’ 





11:10 Malachi 3:1 


11:3 According to the Church Fathers, John the Baptist asks this question in order to guide his own dis- 
€$ to Jesus. Undoubtedly, John's own faith was also strengthened through Christ's response (vv. 4-6). 

| 19:5 Isaiah predicted that these signs would accompany the coming of the Messiah (Is 61:1). Jesus per- 
| ples (Lk 7:21) so they could see with their own eyes 


11 In terms of the OT Law, John the Baptist is the greatest prophet. The New Covenant is of such ~ 
__omparable value that those who share in the New Covenant are greater than John was without it 


12 Several interpretations have been given to the idea that the kingdom of heaven suffers violence. 
Some ay that it refers to the Jewish opposition to the gospel. Others have said that it refers to the | 
reaking into the world “violently,” that is, with great power and force. Still others have said 
at the Kingdom of heaven refers to Christ Himself, who has been incarnate since the days of John the 
| Wh St; and who will suffer the violence of the Cross. According to St. John Chrysostom, the violent 

ig 0 take the Kingdom by force are those who have such earnest desire for Christ that ney let nothing 


14 Joh , ibe to himself the role of Elijah Un 1:21), but Jesus does. John fulfilled the 

lh On of EME “ poland his destiny was similar. Yet John is honored over Elijah (v. 11) because 

^ Prepared the way for the advent of Christ Himself. — abun Eua. 

“19 A reference toa game played among Jewish children who would divide into two groups: 

ite Pretending to play musical instruments or singing, and the others responding in a manner oppo- 

Wick What would have been expected, Christ draws a parallel to the Jewish leaders who responded 
ed oth to John the Baptist as being too ascetic (v. 18) and to Christ as being too liberal in mercy 

19), 


1a. 2 : <> | |) wakes - - | 3 
the Hee This passage is read on February 24 and May 29, the two feasts commemorating me Finding of 
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'SFor John came neither eating nor drink- | and no one knows the Son except the 
Ing, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ !9The | Father. Nor does anyone know the Father 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, | except the Son, and the one to whom the 
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a | Son wills to reveal Him. Come to Me, all 
winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and | you who labor and are heavy laden, and ] 
sinners!’ But wisdom is. justified by her | will give you rest.t 29Take My yoke upon 
children.” you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and 
I | hs a lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
= Woe to the Cities of Galilee .= WEA i 
20Then He began to rebuke the cities in your Sou ee eed eee 


which most of His mighty works had been Ags is light. 
done, because they did not repent:t 21“Woe 
to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For if the mighty works which were done 
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 22But I say to you, it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
in the day of judgment than for you. 22And 
you, Capernaum, who are exalted to 
heaven, will be* brought down to Hades: 
for if the mighty works which were done in 
you had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day. 24But I say to 
you that it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment than 
for you.” 


%. The Pharisees’ Hostility > 
(Mk 2:23—3:6; Lk 6:1-11) 
| At that time Jesus went through the 
| grainfields on the Sabbath. And His 
disciples were hungry, and began to pluck 
heads of grain and to eat.t 2And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, 
Your disciples are doing what is not lawful 
to do on the Sabbath!” 
5But He said to them, “Have you not read 
what David did when he was hungry, he 
and those who were with him:t how he en- 
tered the house of God and ate the show- 
bread which was not lawful for him to eat, 
| nor for those who were with him, but only 
= Rest in Christ I for the priests? Or have you not read in the 
25At that time Jesus answered and said, “Į | law that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and | temple profane the Sabbath, and are 
earth, that You have hidden these things | blameless? Yet I say to you that in this 
from the wise and prudent and have re- place there is One greater than the temple.t 
vealed them to babes.t 6Even so, Father, for | 77 joan). 
so it seemed good in Your sight. 27All things ites Nore reas Nar eeey be exalted to 
have been delivered to Me by My Father, | heaven? No, you will be. 


a aaaea aaa 





11:20-24 It is a far greater sin to have seen Christ's works and rejected Him than never to have known 
Him at all. 

11:25 Blessed Theophylact notes that God has hidden the mysteries from the wise of the world, not out 
of malice toward His creatures, but because of their own unworthiness; it was they who chose to trust 
their own fallen wisdom and judgment rather than God. Furthermore, it is out of love that God with- 
holds this revelation from those who would scorn it so that they do not receive an even greater con- 
demnation (see notes for vv, 20-24; Lk 8;10). 

11:28-30 Jesus’ yoke is submission to the Kingdom of God. A yoke could be seen as a sign of hardship, 
burdens, and responsibilities (3Kg 12:1-11; Jer 34:1-11; WSir 40:1), but in Christ, the yoke is easy, for the 
power of God works in each person. Furthermore, the reward is infinitely greater than any effort man 
puts forth. Gentle (v, 29) is literally “meek” (see note on 5:5). 

12:1, 2 The Pharisees are rigid in their legalism. While the Law allowed plucking a few heads of grain 
in a neighbor's field (Dt 23:25), they consider it “reaping” and therefore unlawful on the Sabbath. 
12:3-5 Providing OT examples of blameless “violations” of the Sabbath, Jesus demonstrates the law is 
not absolute over human need or service to God, The partaking of the showbread by David and his 
men (1Kg 21:5-7) prefigures the Eucharist, which in the OT was forbidden to anyone except the priests, 
but in Christ is given to all the faithful. | 

12:6-8 As the Author of the Law, Jesus is Lord over all of it. As Lord, He teaches that mercy takes prece- 
dence over regulations, ordinances, and ritualistic observances. 





— 


>> (T) 


11:27-30 This passage is read on days commemorating holy monks. 








But if you had known what this means, ‘/ 


gesire Mercy and not sacrifice,’® yoy | 


would not have condemned the guiltless. 
gor the Son of Man is Lord even: of the 
sabbath.” | 

Now when He had departed from there, 


He went into their synagogue. !°And be- | 
| hold, there was a man who had a withered | 


hand. And they asked Him, saying, “Is it 

_jawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that they 
' might accuse Him. 

Then He said to them, “What manis 
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there among you who has one sheep, and if | 


| itfalls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay 
hold of it and lift it out? 2Of how much 

| more value then is a man than a sheep? 
Therefore it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath.” Then He said to the man, 
‘Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched 
it out, and it was restored. as whole as the 
| other. “Then the Pharisees went. out and 
plotted against Him, how they might de- 
stroy Him. 


æ Isaiah’s Servant of God «=: 
(Mk 3:7-12; Lk 6:17-19) 

‘But when Jesus knew it; He withdrew 
fom there. And great multitudes? followed 
fim, and He healed them all. !6Yet He 
Warned them not to make Him known,*t 
‘that it might be fulfilled which was spo- 

| ken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


| “Behold! My Servant whom I have 
chosen, 
My Beloved in whom My soul is well 
Dleased! 
l will put My Spirit upon Him, 
And He will declare justice to the 
Gentiles, | 
€ will not quarrel nor cry out, 
or will anyone hear His voice in the 
Streets. 


' 
; bruised reed He will not break, 


e 


eMM 


i ; MATTHEW 12:32 
And smoking flax He will not 
quench, 


Till H e sends forth justice to victory; 
41 And in His name Gentiles will 
trust.” at 


~ Is Jesus from God? m- 
(MR 3:20-30; Lk 11:14-23) 

22Then one was brought to Him who was 
demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He 
healed him, so that the blind anda mute 
man both spoke and saw.t 23And all the 
multitudes were amazed and said, “Could 
this be the Son of David?” 

“4Now when the Pharisees heard it they 
said, “This fellow does not cast out demons 
except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the 
demons.” 

“But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said 
to them: “Every kingdom divided against it- 
self is brought to desolation, and every city 
or house divided against itself will not 
Stand. sIf Satan casts out Satan, he is di- 
vided against himself: How then will his 
kingdom stand? 2’And if I cast out demons 


by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast 


them out? Therefore they shall be your 
judges. 28But if I cast out demons by the 
Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God 
has come upon you. 290r how can one enter 
a strong man’s house and plunder his 
goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? And then he will plunder his house. 
30He who is not with Me is against Me, and 
he who does not gather with Me scatters 


-~abroad. 


| disputed. 


31“Therefore I say to you, every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven men. °2Anyone who speaks a word 


12:7*Hosea 6:6 12:8®NU-Text and M-Text omit 
even, 12;15*NU-Text brackets multitudes as 
12:21 “Isaiah 42:14 12:22 ®NU-Text 


omits blind and. 12:24®NU-Text and M-Text 


read Beelzebul. 
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= 


"hop Beelzebub, or Baal, 


PROsition to Jesus. 





21 Our Lord’ fully disclose His identity as Messiah is foreseen by Isaiah (Is 42:1-4). The 

BLL ea herarowing hostility of the Jewish leaders; (2) the people's misunder- 
ING of th iah ¢ earthly, political leader; and l i 

ie Aidit ga oneal Servant (v. 18) refers first to Christ, and by extension to all 


(3) our Lord's desire to evoke genuine faith 


1 The missi ntile Pentecost was foreseen by Isaiah (Is 42:4). 
| to the Gentiles after Pen gia 
2 pnta thaige was the prince of “the dung heap" or lord of “the flies"—a god = 
Ped by the Philistines (4Kg 1:2-16). Here, he is called ruler of the demons (v. 24). The impossibil- 
‘heir 0 mons fighting against themselves illustrates the 


irrational pride and envy of the Pharisees in 
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against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven | the Son of Man be three days and three 
him; but whoever speaks against the Holy | nights in the heart of the earth. *'The men 
Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment 
this age or in the age to come.t with this generation and condemn it, be- 
33“Either make the tree good and its fruit | cause they repented at the preaching of 
good, or else make the tree bad and its | Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is 
fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. | here. The queen of the South will rise up 
34Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, | in the judgment with this generation and 
speak good things? For out of the abun- condemn it, for she came from the ends of 
dance of the heart the mouth speaks.t 35A | the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; 
good man out of the good treasure of his | and indeed a greater than Solomon is 
heart@ brings forth good things, and an evil | here. | | 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth 43“When an unclean spirit goes out of a 
evil things.t 36But I say to you that for | man, he goes through dry places, seeking 
every idle word men may speak, they will | rest, and finds none.t “Then he says, ‘I will 
give account of it in the day of judgment. | return to my house from which I came. 
37For by your words you will be justified, | And when he comes, he finds it empty, 
and by your words you will be con- | swept, and put in order. 45Then he goes and 
demned.” takes with him seven other. spirits more 
wicked than himself, and they enter and 
dwell there; and the last state of that man 
is worse than the first. So shall it also be 
with this wicked generation.” 


u Can Jesus Perform a Sign? = 
(Lk 11:24-26, 29-32) 
38Then:some of the scribes and Pharisees 


E all lee TEAene UE wani p: See æ. Jesus’ Relatives Fail to Understand = 
39Rut He answered and said to them, (Mk 3:31-35; Lk 8:19-21) 

“An evil and adulterous generation seeks | 46While He was still talking to the multi- 

after a sign, and no sign will be given to.it | tudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood 

except the sign of the prophet Jonah:t | | [E J bese. 

40For as Jonah was three days and three } amie 

nights inthe belly of the great fish, so will | 12:35 *NU-Text and M-Text omit of his heart. 


SSS ee Ee 
Neen eee ee 


12:32 Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is blasphemy against the divine activity of the Spirit, 
blasphemy against pure goodness. A sin against the Son of Man is more easily forgiven because the 
Jews did not know much about Christ. But blasphemy against the Spirit, whose divine activity they 
knew from the OT, will not be forgiven because it comes from a willful hardness of heart and a refusal 
to accept God's mercy. | | 
The Fathers are clear that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not an “unforgivable sin“; nor does 
Jesus ever call this sin “unforgivable.” St. John Chrysostom teaches that blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit would be forgivable if a person were to repent of it. Jesus makes this declaration knowing that 
those who blaspheme the Spirit are calling pure, divine goodness “evil,” and are beyond repentance by 
their own choice. | | 
12:34 Brood of vipers: See note on 3:7. Brood means “offspring.” 
42:35 The heart in Scripture refers to the center of consciousness, the seat of the intellect and the will, 
and the place from which spiritual life proceeds. When God's grace permeates the heart, it masters the 
body and guides all actions and thoughts. On the other hand, when malice and evil capture the heart, 
a person becomes full of darkness and spiritual confusion. 
12:38 After so many signs, the Pharisees show their wickedness by demanding yet another. Jesus does 
not cater to those who demand a sign out of wicked intent, The only sign to them will be His Passion 
and Resurrection. (See note at Lk 23:8, 9.) , 
12:39 Adulterous generation echoes the illustration used for 
unfaithful to God (Jer 2; Hos 2;2--13). m ne 
12:43-45 When the israelites were delivered out of Egypt, they did not repent of their impure ways, 
and an unclean spirit took up residence in their hearts (Dt 31:20; Ps 105:34-39). Thus, we guard our 
hearts. Unless there is full repentance and the Holy Spirit dwells in a person, an expelled demon will 


return with others and reoccupy its abode. 


israel by the prophets when Israel was 


Ooo O OO O O 











outside, seeking to speak with Him.t 47Then 
pne said to Him, “Look, Your mother and 
your brothers are standing outside, seekin 
| jo speak with You.” 
sBut He answered and said to the one 
who told Him, “Who is My mother and who 
are My brothers?” *And He stretched out 
His hand toward His disciples and said, 
‘Here are My mother and My brothers! 
For whoever does the will of My Father in 
heaven iS My brother and sister and: 
mother.” | 
< The Parable of the Sower = 
(Mk 4:1-9; Lk 8:4-8) , 
] On the same day. Jesus went out of 
the house and sat by the sea. 2And | 
great multitudes were gathered together to | 


—SSs oc 








Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and | 


the whole multitude stocd on the shore. 
‘Then He spoke many things to them in 
parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out 
to sow.t 4And as he sowed, some seed fell 
by the wayside; and the birds came and de- 
voured them. 5Some fell on stony places, 
| Where they did not have much earth; and 
they immediately sprang up because they 
nad no depth of earth. 6But when the sun 
was up they were scorched, and because” 


hey had no root they withered away. 7And | 


some fell among thorns, and the thorns 
Drang up and choked them. *But others 
ell on good ground and yielded a crop: 


ome a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
| thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him | 


ear!” 


™. The Mystery of Parables > 
e (Mk 4:10-12; Lk 8:9, 10) j | 
yd the disciples came and said to Him, 
‘Ny do You speak to them in parables? 
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'THe answered and said to them, “Be- 
cause it has been given to you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given.t !2For whoever 
has, to him more will be given, and he will 
have abundance; but whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him. Therefore I speak to them in 
parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand.t And in them the prophecy of 
Isaiah is fulfilled; which says: 


‘Hearing you will hear and shall not 
understand, | 

And seeing you will see and not 
perceive; 

t5Fọor the hearts of this people have 

grown dull. | 

Their ears are hard of hearing, 

And their eyes they have closed, 

Lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, 

Lest they should understand with their 
hearts and turn, 

So that I should? heal them.’> 


'6But blessed are your eyes for they see, 
and your ears for they hear; '’for assuredly, 
I say to you that many prophets and righ- 
teous men desired to see what you See, and 
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
and did not hear It, - 


sa. The Sower Explained > 
(Mk 4:13-20; Lk 8:11-15) 
i8*Therefore hear the parable of the 
sower: When anyone hears the word of 


13:15 ®NU-Text and M-Text read would. "Isaiah 


6:9, 10 


| 12:46-50 Christ's relatives have not yet understood His identity and mission. He points to a spiritual 
‘miy based on obedience to the will of My Father (v. 50). ; on carte 
«Jewish usaq ar can indicate any number of relations. Abram called his nephew Lo | 
Mother” (Gn 14:1 ee pke of his cousin Elimelech as his ” brother” (Ru 4:3); and Joab called his 
usin Amasa “brother (2Kg 20:9). Christ Himself had no blood brothers, for Mary had but one Son: 

ês ng en: ther stepbrothers, sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, or 


The brothe ioned here were ei 
COyei ers mentioned ne onc Men A 
| Sa Indeed, Jesus commits His mother to the care of John at the Cross (Jn 19:25-27), whi 


Seri hildi her. 
l. en unthinkable if Mary had had other children to care for er, 
| n In the OT, metaphors 2 sowing and harvesting are common (Ps 125:5; Jer 38:27-30; Hos 
(01723, Joel 3:12-14) r this was a part of daily life. Here, Jesus reveals Himself as the promised Mes- 
n the sower in the earth, who had been foretold in Is 55:10-13. t ligious truths only for 
"11 The y re not merely obscure concepts or some religious truths only 1 

S elite, spe peel of the parables simply an intellectual detainee the seals find 

) ; | | ht the same message to all, it is the simple and inno- 
tnt, sage hard to understand. While Jesus taught the same messag p 


| Vx 9 are open to its message. 
: 15 See note at Jn 12:40. 





28 PARABLES aaa 


} 
FF D AYR ae | ; $ l Poi F j AG 
4 Parables are’ stories jn word-pictures, revealing spiritual truth. The Hebrew and Aramaic — j 
gs fir Words for parable also mean “allegory,” “riddle,” or “proverb.” The Scriptures, especially | 
S the Gospels, are filled with parables—images drawn from daily life in the world to repre- 
«Sent and communicate the deep things of God. Parables give us glimpses of Him whose | 
h @ l. Wp F. i jimi T l 
= thoughts are not our thoughts and whose ways are not our ways (Is 55:8, 9). 
The truth communicated by Jesus’ parables, however, is not evident to all who hear them. 


The listener must have spiritual ears to hear, and even then not all have the same degree of 
understanding. | 





Thus, Jesus’ statement that “to those who are outside, all things come im parables” | 
(Mark 4:11) may be translated, “. ... all things come in riddles.” Jesus’ quotation of Isaiah 6:9, | 
10 (Mt 13:14, 15) does'not mean He used parables to blind the people or to lead them to. 
punishment. On the contrary, it demonstrates that the people are responsible for their own 
lack of receptivity: having grown:dull and insensitive, they are unwilling to accept the message 
of the parables. As the mission of Isaiah in the Old Testament was to open the eyes of Israel to 
see the acts of God, so the parables of Jesus are intended to open the eyes of His‘hearers to | | 
the truth and lead them to produce the fruit of righteousness. FIGS SE 

Parables challenge the hearer and call for faith to perceive the mysteries of the Kingdom. | 
Insight into God’s Kingdom does not come simply through’an intellectual understanding of | 
the parables, Spiritual enlightenment is essentially a communication of faith in the Person, 
words, and deeds of the Lord Jesus Christ. | ` CASEARI i 

The use of parables was known in Jewish culture long before Jesus (2Kg 12:1-4; 
3Kg 21:35-42; Is 5:1-7). Jesus, however, brought the art of parables to perfection, relating 
aspects of the Kingdom and speaking of God Himself through vivid stories. His purpose was 
not only to reveal truth to those with hearts prepared. He wished to draw responsive hearts 
past the entrance and into the very reality of God’s Kingdom which He proclaimed and 
inaugurated. | | 


Among the familiar parables read on Sundays throughout the church year are those of the 
Sower (Lk 8:5-15); the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37); the Rich Man and His Crops 
(Lk 12:16-21); the Great Supper (Lk 14:16—24);,the Talents (Mt 25;14-30); the Phar- 
isee and the Tax Collector (Lk 18:10-14); and the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11-32). 

In opening to us the door to the Kingdom of'heaven, the‘parables help us to love 
God and to know Him, to understand and believe His grace, mercy, and forgiveness, 
and to order our lives according to His Holy Word. | Erei 
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| pe kingdom, and does not understand it, | them in bundles to burn them, but gather 
en the wicked one comes and snatches | the wheat into my barn.” ” ) 
„way What was sown in his heart. This is | | F 
he who received seed by the wayside. |- ® The Mustard Seed and the Leaven > 
uput he who received the seed on stony (MR 4:30-32; Lk 13:18-21) 
places, this is he who hears the word and 3!Another parable-He put forth to them, 
immediately receives it with joy; “tyet he | saying: “The kingdom of heaven ‘is’ like’a 
| has no root in himself, but endures only | mustard seed; which a man took and sowed 
fora while. For when tribulation or perse- | in his field,t 82which indeed is the least of 
ution arises because of the word, immedi- | all the seeds; but when ‘it is grown it is 
ately he stumbles. ““Now he who received | greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, 
| seed among the thorns is he who hears the | so that the'birds of the air come and nest in 
vord, and the cares of this world and the | its branches.” | | 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, |; 33Another parable He spoke to them: 
and he becomes unfruitful. But he who | “The: kingdom of heaven “is like leaven, 
received seed on the good STOUNG ische | whicha woman took and hid in three mea- 
who hears the word and understands If, | syresa of meal till it was all leavened.” 
who indeed bears fruit and: produces: 
sme a hundredfold, some sixty, some 0] Parables Fulfill Prophecy «=~ 
| thirty.” | | (Mk 4:33, 34) 
: 34A]] these things Jesus spoke to the mul- 
~ The Wheat and the Tares =- titude: in parables; and without a parable 
| “Another parable He put forth to, them, | He did not speak'to them, 3sthat it might be 
Saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a | fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
man who sowed good seed in his field;t | saying: 4 
but while men slept, his enemy.came and | 
“wed tares among the wheat and, went 
tis way, 26But when the grain had 
‘routed and produced a crop, then the 
es also appeared. 27So the servants of 
tes came and said to him, ‘Sir, did 
i slie sow good seed in your field? How 
a does it have tares?’ 28He said to them, 
; ig env has done this.’ The servants 
¢ to him, ‘Do you want us then to go 





—— 


“I will open My mouth in parables; 
Twill utter things kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.”® | 


TAI 


«n The Wheat and Tares Explained -+ 
36Then Jesus sent the multitude away and 
went into the' housè. And His disciples 
came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the 


parable of the tares of the field.”"t ~ 


; i father them up?’ 28But he said, ‘No,| 37He answered and said to them: “He 
who sows the good seed is the ‘Son of 


‘ha le you gather up the tares you also 
ty, | he Wheat with them. Let both 
li together until the harvest, and at the | 1T | T 
First harvest I will say to the reapers, | 13:33 "Greek sata, approximately two pecks in 
; father together the tares and bind | all 13:35 aPsalm 77:2 











i 
i | | 





“hon 22 This 4 Drevi f the sower. Here Christ gives attention to the 
l emy who h eel Pye AAAA bite te a sa As falsehood came after truth and false 
Hothets can o> SOWN his seed among the seed of wnr S Christ. Just as the weeds first 
eye “Ame after the true prophets, so the Antichrist will come after th! That the devil sows while 
sept êr to wheat, so the devil fashions his lies to resemble the truth | Phat th vs while 
The. Ndicates that heresy and lies creep in when people a EPH Vente 3 | 
| ide Parable also explains anh Church neither condemns nominal Raki $ sil nett one 
l Many 'Urch (1Co'5:12, 13). Just ås wheat would be destroyed in wee ng SN : diat te 
Bh Pople whoimiakt tai, d ‘vation would otherwise be lost if condemned | ) 
| taent © might ultimately find salvatio shal : an meka vin tino: d i 
3133 Th tontud O aniaR E Jho, according to Theophylact, be: 
) mas i ; mustard seed and the leaven represent the die E y a laatan fr faith entering a'l 
NS so.) CW Men, but “soon encom passed the MS laa will become godlike and can receive 


ak Ul, Whi ; reat 
: ig Ngels, hich causes an inward growth of virtu x 










A tt > 


3 
See note on w. 24-30. 





MATTHEW 13:38 


Man. “The field is the world, the good 
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the 
tares are the sons of the wicked one. 2°The 
enemy who sowed them is the devil, the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are the angels. Therefore" as 
the tares are gathered and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 
41The Son of Man will send out His an- 





gels, and they will gather out of His king- | 


dom all things that offend, and those who 
practice lawlessness, #and will cast them 
into the furnace of fire. There will be wail- 


ing and gnashing of teeth. Then the | 
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the | 


kingdom of their Father. He who has ears 
to hear, let him zear! 


«~ The Hidden freesure and the Pearl 
of Great Price a- 

44“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and hid; and for joy over it he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that 
field.t 


45“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a | 


merchant seeking beautiful pearls, **who, 
when he had found one. pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 


~ The Dragnet -= 
47“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gath- 
ered some of every kind,t which, when it 


was full, they drew to shore; and they sat | 


down and gathered the good into vessels, 
but threw the bad away. *’So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come forth, 
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separate the wicked from among the just, 
50and cast them into the furnace of fire. 
There will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” 


æ, Old and New Wisdom => 
51Jesus said to them,2 “Have you under- 
stood all these things?” 
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”? 
52Then He said to them, “Therefore 
every. scribe instructed concerning* the 
kingdom of heaven is like a householder 


who brings out of his treasure things new 


and old.”t 

53Now it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished these parables, that He departed 
from there.. 


~. Rejection at Nazareth -= 
(Mk 6:1-6; Lk 4:16-30) 
>4When He had come to His own country, 
He taught them in their synagogue, so that 
they were astonished and said, “Where did 
this Man get this wisdom and these mighty 
works?t 55Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is 


not His mother called Mary? And His 


brothers James, Joses,? Simon, and Judas?t 
56And His sisters, are they not all with us? 
Where then did this Man get all these 
things?” 57So they were offended at Him. 
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 


without honor except in his own country 


and in his own house.” *SNow He did not do 
many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief, 





| 13:51 8NU-Text omits Jesus said to them. "NU- 


Text omits Lord. 13:55 ®«NU-Text 


reads Joseph. 


13:52 *Or for 


13:44-46 The parable of the treasure hidden in a field illustrates those who unintentionally stumble 
onto Christ and His Church, yet receive Him with great eagerness. The parable of the pearl of great 
price illustrates those who have been searching in their hearts for Him and finally find Him and His 
Church. The other pearls represent all the various teachings and philosophies of the world, These trea- 
sures are hidden in that they are neither recognized nor valued by those immersed in worldliness. In 
both parables, receiving the treasure requires that everything else must be sold, that is, a person must 


surrender all things in order to receive Christ, 


13:47-50 The image of the fishing net gathering the good and wicked together is similar to the para- 
ble of the wheat and the tares (vv. 36-43), This parable further emphasizes that even those gathered 


into the Church are subject to judgment. 


13:52 St. John Chrysostom notes that Jesus does not exclude the OT, but rather praises it as a treasure. 
Those who truly write or speak of the kingdom of heaven will draw from the unity of the new and old 
Testaments, for both are holy, with the New being the fulfillment of the Old. This indeed is how 


Matthew composed his gospel (see note 1:22). 
13:54-58 See note at Lk 4:22-27. 
13:55 Brothers: See note at 12:46-50. 





12.95 a. | | 
| and she brought it to her mother. Then 


œ Herod’s Fears m 
(Mk 6:14-29; Lk 3:19, 20; 9:7-9) 

| At that time Herod the tetrarch 

heard the report about Jesust 2and 

said to his servants, “This is John the 

paptist; he is risen from the dead. and 

nerefore these powers are at work in him.” 





for, Herod had taid, hold of John and | there by boat to a deserted place by 


pound him, and put him in prison for the | 


sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. 
‘Because John had said to him, “It is not 
awful for you to have her.” And although 


he wanted to put him to death; he feared 


ihe multitude, because they counted him as 
a prophet. 

‘But when Herod’s birthday was cele- 
brated, the daughter of Herodias danced 
before them and pleased Herod. Therefore 


| he promised with an oath to give her what- 


| ever she might ask. 


‘So she, having been prompted by her | 


mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s 


| head here on a platter.” 


And the king was sorry; nevertheless, 
because of the oaths and because of those 
who sat with him, he commanded it to be 
given to her. !°"So he sent and had John 


beheaded in prison, '!And his head was | 


brought on a platter and given to the girl, 





MATTHEW 14:19 


_— ——_— — —— m 





his disciples came and took away the 
body and buried it, and went and told 
Jesus: 


-™ Feeding the Five Thousand 7- 
(MR 6:30-44; Lk 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-14) 
t3When Jesus heard it, He departed from 


Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, 
they followed Him on foot from the cities.t 
l4And when Jesus went out He saw a great 
multitude; and He was moved with com- 
passion for them, and healed their sick.t 
loWhen it was evening, His disciples came 


| to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, 


and the hour is already late. Send the mul- 
titudes away, that they may go into the vil- 
lages and buy themselves food.” 

t6But Jesus said to them, “They do not 
need to go away. You give them something 
to eat.” : | 

l7And they said to Him, “We have here 
only five loaves and two fish.” 

l8He said, “Bring them here to,Me.” 
Then He commanded the multitudes to sit 
down on the grass. And He-took the five 
loaves. and the two fish, and looking up to 
heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the 
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples 





14:1-12 See note at Mk 6:17-29. The Beheading of St. John the Baptist is remembered in the Church 
on August 29 with a day of fasting. As part of God's plan of salvation, John’s martyrdom allowed the 
toming of the Messiah to be announced to the souls in Hades, for John was the forerunner of Christ 

ere as Well as on earth. At Matins on this day we sing, “Your tongue which constantly speaks of God 
| Nas preceded Christ into death, and is sent to preach Him to those in Hades.” | : 
St. John is further remembered for his obedience to the Law in general, and as a defender of mar- 
"age in particular, in condemning Herod's unlawful marriage to his brother's wife (vv. 3, 4). St. John’s 


| q 5Plritual int ion qiven by the Fathers teaches that the 
Ne Lay TE OON E i my), which are broken open in Christ and thus feed the universe. 


k and the Epistle Book, the teaching of the fishermen. The gath- 
20) shows that the teachings the faithful are unable to grasp 


| fin 
: taal h 


| %edience to God was one that preferred death over compromise. At Vespers on this day, we sing, 


hen your head was cut off, you revealed to us the Law of God, abolishing man's disobedience to the 
W (L j 


14:13 According to Theophylact, when Jesus heard it refers not to John’s death, but to Herod's com- 
Nent that Jesus was John raised from the dead (v. 2), since the account of John’s death is given paren- 


etically 


14:14-21 This miracle, reported by all four evangelists, shows Jesus feeding a great multitude of His 
Pople as He fed the Israelites in the desert (see Ex 16). The Church Fathers see in this an image of the 
harist, an idea made clear in Jn 6. In 15:32-39, another miracle is mentioned in which Jesus feeds 


m 


Ur thousand people with seven loaves and a few small fish. While certain modern scholars have at- 
Pted to say that these are merely the same story, the witness of the gospel is clear that they are two 


nct accounts, with Christ Himself referring to both of them separately (16:8-10). Moved with com- 
, asion IS used frequently concerning the Lord (20:34; Mk 1:41; 6:34; Lk 7:13), showing that His power 


authority are extended to those who suffer. 


The aW (Genesis through Deuterono 
© fish represent the Gospel Boo 
the leftovers by the apostles (v. 


five loaves indicate the five books of 


nevertheless held in the consciousness of the Church. 





MATTHEW 14:20 





gave to the multitudes.t 2°So they all ate 
and were filled, and they took up twelve 
baskets full of the fragments that’ re- 
mained. 21Now those who had eaten were 
about five thousand men, besides women 
and children. andl 


® Walking on Water 
(MR 6:45-52; Jn. 6:15-21) 

“Immediately Jesus made His disciples 
get into the boat and go before Him to the 
other side, while He sent the: multitudes 
away.t 28And when He had sent the multi- 
tudes away, He went up on the mountain by 
Himself to-pray. Now when evening came, 
He was alone there. 24But the: boat was now 
in the middle of the*sea;* tossed by the 
waves, for the wind was contrary’ 

Now in the fourth watch of the night 
Jesus went to them, walking on the: sea. 
“And when the disciples saw Him walking 
on the sea, they were troubled, saying; “Itis 
a ghost!” And they cried ‘cut for fear. 

-7But immediateiy Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “Be of good cheer! It is i; do not be 
afraid.”t : 

48And Peter answered’ Him and ‘said, 
“Lord, if iv is You, command me to come to 
You on the water.”' 


29S50-He said, “Come.” And’ when: Peter 


had come down out of the boat, he walked 
on the water to go to Jesus. *°But when he 
saw that the wind was boisterous,’ he was 


14:19 Jesus shows us that we should never eat without first giving thanks to God. The terminology 


afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, 
Saying, “Lord, save me!” 

3lAnd immediately Jesus stretched out 
His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”t 
2 And when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 

33Then those who were in the boat came 


and? worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are 


the Son of God." | 


-. Healing Continues -~- 
(MR 6:53-56) 
34When they had crossed over, they came 
to the land of Gennesaret: >And when the 
men of that place recognized Him; they 
sent out into all that surrounding region, 


brought to Him all who were sick; 24and 


begged Him that they might only touch the 
hem of His garment. And as-many as 


| touched it were made perfectly well:t +- 


sœ Conflict over Cleanliness >- 
(MR 7:1-23) 


| Then the scribes and Pharisees who 
A «J were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, 
saying,t 2“Why do Your disciples transgress 
the tradition of the elders? For they do not 
wash their hands when they eat bread.” 


14:24 2NU-Text reads many furlongs away from 
the land. 14:30°®NU-Text brackets that and 
boisterous as disputed. —14:33 aNU-Text omits 
cameand. 14:344NU-Text reads came to 
land at... 


points to the Last Supper (26:26) and leads to a eucharistic interpretation of this miracle. Just as the _ 
disciples distribute the bread to the multitudes, so also Christ feeds the Eucharist to His flock through 


the hands of His bishops and presbyters. 


14:22-33 Only God has dominion over nature; thus, this miracle confirms the divinity of Christ, See also 


the notes at 8:23-27 and Lk 8:22-25. 


i 


14:27 This is the second time Christ permits His disciples to be caught in a storm (see 8:23-27). The first 
time He was with them; here He had left them alone. In this way, Christ strengthens their faith that He 
will always be with them in the midst of the storms of life. It is | is literally translated “| Am,” which is 

the divine Name of God (see Jn 8:58); Christ reminds the fearful disciples of His absolute and divine au- 


thority over their lives. 


14:28-30 Peter's faith allows him to walk on the water. Note that Peter does not ask to walk on water 
per se, but to come to Jesus; his desire is not to perform miracles but to be with the Lord, Peter is able 
to participate in this divine miracle as long as he keeps his focus on Christ. As soon as he is distracted, 


he begins to sink. 


14:31 The Greek term for doubt here means “wavering” or "hesitation." The cause of Peter's sinking 
was not the storm, but the doubt; thus Christ does not rebuke the wind, but Peter. 


14:33 This is the first time the disciples confess that Jesus is the Son of God, Knowing that only God can 
be worshiped, they confess Christ's divinity by worshiping Him. The boat is symbolic of the Church, hii 
14:36 Christ permits miracles through touch to show that His very body is life, and that contact with His 


flesh is life-creating (see 9:20-22), | 


| i itior fark . etati f the Law by Jewish teachers. 
-4-20 The tradition of the elders (v. 2) refers to the interpretations o w 
i refutes their views that ritual purity depends on outward actions. Rather it is the state ofthe 


heart (v. 8) that determines a person's purity. 
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ou also transgress the commandment of 


God because Of your tradition?t 4For God | 


»ommanded, saying, “Honor your. father 

and your mother ;# and, ‘He who curses fa- 

her or mother, let him be put to death,’ 

put you say, Whoever says to his father or 
_ mother, “Whatever profit you, might, have 
received from me is a gift to God’— ‘then 
he need not honor his. father. or mother.’ 
-Thus you have made the commandment? of 
God of no effect .by. your tradition. 
Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah. prophesy 
about you, Saying: 





























‘These people draw near to Me with 
their mouth, : 
And? honor Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me. 
‘And in vain they worship Me. 
Teaching as doctrines fhe 
commandments: of menr 72 


When He had called the multitude.to 
Himself, He said to. them, “Hear and under- 
stand: Not what.goes into the mouth de- 
files a man; but what comes.out of the 
' mouth, this defiles a man.” ? 

“Then His disciples came and. said. to 
Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were 
| offended when they heard this saying?” 

“But He answered and said, “Every plant 
which My heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. l4Let them alone. They 
are blind leaders of the blind. And if the 
: ain leads the blind, both will fall into a | 

Itc p 


lot be separated (see also Jam 2:14-18; Wn 4:7-21); 


Des 
) Thi 
| 3 


15:22 
he crj 
Ngs as her own. | 
firsti Christ refuses to answer, 
| disipa. € Jews; but also to reveal this woman 
(i ° request to send her away as ar 
lect for o Ahat she wants so that she will leave, 


"He again refuses to heal the daughter. = 





-r 








a — sic, > See a THEW 15:25 
‘He answered and said to them, “Why do ‘Then Peter answered and said to Him, 


“Explain this parable to us.” 

!6So Jesus said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? !7Do you not yet understand 
that whatever enters the mouth goes into'the 
stomach and is eliminated? 18But those 
things which proceed out of the mouth come 
from the heart, and they defile a man, !°For 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,.mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies. 2°These are the things 
Which defile a man, but to eat with un- 
washed hands does not defile a man.” 


œ A Gentile with Great Faith 7> 
(Mk 7:24-30) | | 
“Then Jesus went out from there and de- 


| parted to the region of Tyre and Sidon.t@ 
“And: behold, a woman of Canaan came 


from that region and cried out to Him, say- 
ing, “Have: mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David! My- daughter is severely demon- 
possessed.”t r IPES 

“But He answered her not a-word. = . - 

And His disciples came and urged Him, 
saying, “Send her away, for she cries out 
after us.”t 

-4But) He answered and said, “I was not 
sent except to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” CYA ťi, | | 


25Then:she came.and worshiped Him; say- 


ing, “Lord, help me!” ~ ) 


15:4°Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 >Exodus 
21:17 15:68NU-Text omits or mother. "NU- 
Text reads word. 15:8 4NU-Text omits draw 
near to Me with their mouth, And. 15:9 4[saiah 
29:13- Ha'r | | rel 


15:3-6 Christ shows that the commandment of God cannot be superseded by man’s religious traditions: 
votion to God includes both obedience to His commandments and service to others—these two can- 


21-28 Th ini this Gentile woman illustrates the Jewish orientation of Matthew's 
Ospel. This beep cha ale in Mk 7:24-30, but with two major differences: (1) Matthew 
| 'ecords Christ's words concerning the lost sheep of the house of Israel (v. 24); while Mark does not, and: 

(2) Matthew records the woman using the title Son of David, a Jewish term for the Messiah, while Mark 
5 Not. Christ went to the Gentile cities not to preach, but to withdraw from. the faithless Pharisees. - 
; 5 Confirmed in Mark's gospel, where we read that Christ ed 

fre, where Christ says that He was only sent to A ners of Israel, 
This vsir urable love—she so identifi 
uffe les ‘Hare an ee E keai ab sees her daughter's well-being as her own and her daughter's 

ri | elt : 


“wanted no one to.know” He was-there, 


es with the sufferings of, her daughter that 


on because she is a Gentile and His ministry before His Passion is. 
nat aR Y 's profound faith and love, Several of the Fathers see the 
as an attempt to persuade Jesus to heal the daughter, as if to say; 
wi " Christ's response indicates this interpretation is cor- 


-Á mri? ETA eR | 


1 | l : | 
"22g This passage is read on days commemorating female MARVIS: 


MATTHEW 15:26 
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26But He answered and said, “It is not 
good to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the little dogs.”t 

2 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from 
their masters’ table.” 

28Then Jesus answered and said to her, 
“O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to 
you as you desire.” And her daughter was 
healed from that very hour. 


“=. Many More Healings = 
(Mk 7:31-37) 
23Jesus departed from there, skirted the 
Sea of Galilee, and went up on the moun- 
tain and sat down there.t “°Then great mul- 
titudes came to Him, having with them the 
lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many oth- 
ers; and they laid ae down at Jesus’ feet, 
and He healed them. So the multitude 
marveled wher they an the mute speak- 
ing, the maimed made whole, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing; and they 
glorified the God of Israel. 


=. Feeding the Four Thousand m- 
(Mk 8:1-9) 

3Now Jesus called His disciples to 
Himself and said, “i have compassion on 
the multitude, because they have now con- 
tinued with Me three days and have noth- 
ing to eat. And | do not want to send them 
away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”t 

33Then His disciples said to Him, “Where 


could we gat enodgh bread in 4 the wilder- 


ness to fill such a great multitude?” 

34Jesus said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” 

And they said, “Seven, and a few little 
fish.” 

3550 He commanded the multitude to sit 
down on the ground. *#And He took the 
seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks, 
broke them and gave them to His disciples; 
and the disciples gave to the multitude. *’So 
they all ate and were filled, and they took 
up seven large baskets full of the fragments 


that were left. 23Now those who ate were 


four thousand men, besides women and 
children. 22And He sent away the multitude, 
got into the boat, and came to the region of 
Magdala.4 


<=. Jewish Leaders Test Jesus -> 
(Mk 8:10-13) 
Then the Pharisees and Sadducees 
came, and testing Him asked that 


| 


| He would show them a sign from heaven. 
| 2He answered and said to them, “When it is 


evening you say, ‘Jt will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red’; 2and in the morning, ‘Jt will 
be foul weather today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.’ Hypocrites!* You Know how to 
discern the face of the sky, but you cannot 


15:39 ®NU-Text reads Magadan. 16:3 42NU-Text 


omits Hypocrites. 


15:26-28 Having evoked this woman's love and persistent faith, Christ now reveals her humility. She 
accepts her place beneath the Jews, who were the chosen people of God, yet still desires a share in 
God's grace. Christ's hesitancy was not a lack of compassion, but a conscious means of porea ing the 
virtues of this woman, both to the disciples and for her own sake. 

Her ultimate acceptance by Christ also points to the gathering of the Gentiles into the Church after 
Pentecost, no longer as dogs, but as children who are invited to eat the bread of eternal life. 
15:29-31 Christ’s healing of the multitudes here shows that these Jews actually had less faith than the 
Canaanite woman (vv. 21-28). Christ healed the woman “with much delay, but these immediately, be- 
cause she is more faithful than they. He delays with her to reveal her perseverance, while here He be- 
stows the gift immediately to stop the mouths of the unbelieving Jews” ViohnChr). 
15:32-39 This second feeding of a multitude should not be confused with the first (14:22-33), for they 
are two distinct miracles (see 16:8-10). The variance in the number of loaves is significant. In the first 
instance, there were five loaves, symbolizing the Law, while here, there are seven (v. 34). Seven symbol- 
izes completeness and here indicates spiritual perfection. Thus, in the first instance, Christ reveals Him- 
self as fulfilling the Law, while here He shows that it is He who grants spiritual perfection. Note also 
these crowds had been with Christ for three days (v. 32), the number of days He would rest in the 
tomb. Participation in His perfection can only come through being united to Christ's death (see 


Rom 6:3-5). 


16:1-3 A sign from heaven means a spectacular display of power, The time of the Messiah among the 
Jews was expected to be accompanied by signs, but these hypocrites have not recognized the signs al- 
ready being performed because their hearts were hardened, and they ignored the works happening all 


around them. 





Seren ME ee See A IO) 
jiscern the signs of the times. 4A wicked 





MATTHEW 16:19 





but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and 


nd adulterous generation seeks after a | Sadducees. | 


jon, and no sign shall be given to it except 


| the sign of the prophet® Jonah.” And He left 


| hem and departed." 


«~ The Pharisees’ False Doctrine s 
(MR 8:14-21) 


sNow when His disciples had come to the 


| other side, they had forgotten to take 


| pread.t “Then Jesus said to. them, “Take | 


| heed and beware of the leaven of the 


_—— = 


| Pharisees and the Sadducees.” 


7And they reasoned among themselves, 


bread.” 


have brought no bread? °Do you not yet 


| understand, or remember the five loaves 


of the five thousand and how many bas- 
kets you took up? Nor the seven loaves 


of the four thousand and how many large | 


baskets you took up? !!How is it you do 
not understand that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread?—but to beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
"Then they understood that He did not 


| tellthem to beware of the leaven of bread, 


——_ a 


— 


—- 


a < 


—— m — 





| “1S Not to Peter per se, but to 





æ Jesus Is the Christ, the Son of God 7 
(MR 8:27-30; Lk 9:18-21) 

When Jesus came into the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of 
Man, am?”t@ 

l4So0 they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” 

l5He said to them, “But who do you say 


| tt that I am?” 
| saying, “It is because we have taken no | 


Is5Simon Peter answered and said, “You 


| are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
ŝBut Jesus, being aware of it, said to | 


| them, “O you of little faith. why do you 
| reason among yourselves because you 


‘Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
18And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it.t '8And I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 


16:42NU-Text omits the prophet. 16:8®NU- 


Text reads you have no bread. 


16:4 Adulterous generation: See note on 12:39. Jesus refuses to prove Himself in a spectacular way, for 
a sign is never given to those whose motive is to test God. See also 4:5-7. The sign of the prophet 

“sek is a veiled prediction of Christ's death and Resurrection (12:40), the ultimate sign that Jesus is the 
Christ. oH 


16:5-12 The leaven of the Pharisees (v. 6) is their doctrine (v. 12) and their hypocrisy (Lk 12:2). The rea-' 
‘0n the disciples are painfully slow to understand is that they have such little faith (v. 8); they would not 
lully grasp Christ's teachings until Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was given. | 

16:13-20 “Who do you say that | am?” (v. 15) is the greatest question a person can ever face, for it is 
the question that defines Christianity. Peter’s correct answer to this question prevents the Christian faith 


‘om being seen as merely anoth 


er philosophical system or path of spirituality, for it names Jesus as the 


one and only Son of the living God. This position excludes all compromise with other religious systems. 
eter's understanding cannot be achieved by human reason, but only by divine revelation through faith 
Co 12:3). Christ means “Anointed One,” and is equivalent to the Hebrew title “Messiah.” — 
Note that Christ first draws out erroneous opinions about Himself (vv. 13, 14). He does this to identify 


lified 


1 a 
ae Peter/rock is a play on the 


these incorrect ideas, as a person is better prepared to avoid false teachings when they are clearly iden- 


word for “rock” in both Aramaic and Greek (petros/petra), This rock 
“the faith of his confession” (JohnChr). The true Rock is Christ Himself 


Co 10:4) and the Church is built on the faithful confession of Christ. 


pantes of Hades: powers of death. 
also attering its gates, Christ opens 
the Church shall not be stopped in 
le 
ael and the Body of Christ; her citizenship 


in the OT, gates suggest a fortified city (Gn 22:17; 24:60; Is 14:31). 
the stronghold of death to set free the souls of the righteous. So 
her proclamation of salvation, 

term church is mentioned only twice in all the gospels, here and in 18:17. This Church is the true 
is heavenly. 


~~ (I~ - — 


| 16:13-19 This passage is read on June 29, the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. | 








MATTHEW 1[6:20 | 501.0 ee eee 
to a man if he gains the whole world, and 
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give 
in exchange for his soul?* For the Son of 
Man will come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and then He will reward 
| each according to his works. 

28Assuredly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who shall not taste death till 
they see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom.”t 

~ The Transfiguration 7> 
(Mk 9:2-13; Lk 9:28-36) 








and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosedê in heaven.”t 

20Then He commanded His disciples that 
they should tell no one that He was Jesus 
the Christ. 


~ Jesus’ Work: His Passion 
and Resurrection 7> 
(Mk 8:31—9:1; Lk 9:22-27) 

2lFrom that time Jesus began to show to 
His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be’killed, and | - Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 
be raised the third day." ] f James, and John his brother, led 

*2Then Peter took Him aside and began | {ham up on a high mountain by them- 
to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, | Selyes;t© 2and He was transfigured before 
Lord; this shall not happen to You!” them. His face shone like the sun, and His 

But He turned and said to Peter, “Get | clothes became as white as the light.t 3And 
behind Me, Satan! You are ¿an offense to | hehold. Moses and Elijah appeared to 
Me, for you are not mindful of the things of | them, talking with Him. 4Then Peter an- 
God, but the things of men.” ' swered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 

44Then Jesus said to His disciples, “if any- | for us to be here; if You wish, let us? make 
one desires to come after ve. fet himi deny | here three tabernacles: one for You, one for 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow | Moses, and one for Elijah.” Sin 
Me.t 25For whoever desires: to save his' life | Te.1g 5 Ge aT o Sion OE 
will lose it; but: whoever loses ‘his life for | peen loosed | ren ODIE 
My sake will find it.t 2°For what profit is it | 17:4 4NU-Text reads I will 














16:19 Keys of the kingdom refers to a special authority that will be given to both Peter and the other 
apostles after the Resurrection (see 18:18; Jn.20:23). Peter was not a leader over the others, but among 
them. This truth was confirmed at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15) where the apostles and presbyters 
met as equals, and where Peter advised, but James presided. Papal claims in later centuries must not be 
confused with the NT witness regarding Peter, nor should the role of Peter be diminished in opposition 
to these claims. | | | Sith 
Binding and loosing is a reference primarily to the authority “to absolve sins" GiohnChr: see Jn 20:23), 
but it also includes all the teaching, sacramental, and administrative authority of the apostles. This au- 
thority was in turn transmitted to the bishops of the Church and continues in effect to this day. 
16:21-23 After Peter's confession, Jesus reveals the true nature of His messiahship: the mystery of His 
Passion. It was expected that the Messiah would reign forever, so the idea that Christ would die was 
perplexing to Peter and remained scandalous to the Jews even after the Resurrection (1Co 1:23). Peter 
unwittingly speaks for Satan, as the devil did not want Christ to fulfill His mission and save mankind 
through suffering and death. s ia hue 
16:24 The cross, a dreaded instrument of Roman punishment, is also a symbol of suffering by Christians 
in imitation of Christ. We practice self-denial for the sake of the love of God and the gospel, Accepting 
this suffering is not a punishment, nor is it an end in itself, but a means to overcome the fallen world 
for the sake of the Kingdom and to crucify the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal 5:24). 
16;25 The central paradox of Christian living is that in grasping for temporal things, we lose the eter- 
nal; but in sacrificing everything in this world, we gain eternal riches that are unimaginable (1Co 2:9). 
16:26 What will a man give in exchange for his soul? This question emphasizes the utter foolishness of 
accumulating worldly wealth or power, for none of this can redeem man’s fallen soul, nor benefit a 
person in the life to come. | | i E e 
16:28 This is. a reference to those who would witness the Transfiguration (17:1-9), as well as those in 
every generation who will experience the presence of God's Kingdom. ew nee i 
ey alee mountain is often a place of divine revelation in Scripture (5:1; Gn 22:2; Ex 19:3, 23; Is 2:3; 
17:2 See the article, “The Transfiguration”; see also note at Lk 9:31. | | | 





17:1-9 This passage is read on August 6, the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Sr = i B 











oveTHE-TRANSFEGURATLO NESE 
i And He was transfigured before them. His 

came as white as the light” (17:2), 
The Transfiguration isa theophany—a m 


face shone like the sun, and His clothes Bé- 


anifestation of God, especial] GRRE TATE 
tan teak Pen se ee ah | d, € ly of the divinit 
of Christ, through a display of His uncreated, divine energy. T pone ie Orthodox it 

J Church celebrates the Transfiguration of the Lord as a MA Or Teast R ədox 


several elements of the Transfiguration show that Christ is Messiah and God. 
| Because God is light (1Jn 1:5); the bright cloud, the shining of Jesus’ face like the sun, 


"nd the whiteness of His garment (Mt 17:2, 5) all demonstrate that Jesus is God. (In some 
| cons this light is shown as beyond white, a blue-white, ineffable color, indicating its spiritual 


mgin.) | | | 
) The Father bears witness from heaven concerning His Son. He does not say, “This has » 
come My beloved Son,” but “This is My beloved Son” (17:5); indicating that this divine © 
glory 1s Christ’s by nature. From eternity past, infinitely before Jesus’ Baptism and Transfigura- 
ion, He is God’s Son, fully sharing in the essence of the Father: Jesus Christ-is God of God. 

3 The Transfiguration not only proclaims Christ’s divine sonship, but foreshadows His 
ure glory when He as the Messiah will usher in the long-awaited Kingdom. The bright 
doud recalls temple worship and the cloud that went before the Israelites in the wilderness, 
he visible sign of God being, extraordinarily present, Peter sees this as a sign that the Kingdom 
ias come; Knowing that the Feast of Tabernacles is the feast of the coming Kingdom, he asks- 
0 build booths (17:4), as was done at that feast, to serve as symbols of God’s dwelling among 
ihe just in the Kingdom. | LS Da teare Bites te Ota aa 

4 Moses represents the law and all those who haye died. Elijah represents the prophets 46 
nd—since he did not expérience death—all those who.are alive in Christ. Their presence 


| hows that the law and the prophets, the living and the dead, all bear witness to Jesus as the 


Messiah, the fulfillment of the whole Old. Testament. | | 

_ The presence of Moses-and_Elijah also. manifests the communion of the saints = 

Heb 12:1). Both -men are immediately recognizable and talk with the Lord. The disciples are 
tow able to understand Jesus’ words that “Elijah has come already” (17:12) referring to'John 


w Baptist. Their eyes have been openedito the fact that Malachi’s prophecy (4:5, 6) refers to’ 


me coming “in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Lk 1:17), rather than to Elijah himself. LS 0h f, 

5 Finally, the Holy Trinity is manifest here, for Christ is transfigured (Mt 17:2), the l 
‘ther speaks from heaven testifying to Jesus’ divine sonship (17:5), AN ChE, Spirit Sen 
"sent in the form of a dazzling light surrounding Christ’s person, overshadowing the 
Whole Mountain (17:5) E pA APATE EE ERE T 
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MATTHEW 17:5 





“While he was still speaking, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them; and sud- 
denly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disci- 
ples heard it, they fell on their faces and 
were greatly afraid. ‘But Jesus came and 
touched them and said, “Arise, and do not 
be afraid.” SWhen they had lifted up their 
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 


Now as they came down from the moun- 


tain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell 
the vision to no one until the Son of Man is 
risen from the dead.” 


And His disciples asked Him, saying, 


“Why then do the scribes say that Elijah 
must come first?” 

lijJesus answered and said to them, 
“Indeed, Elijah is coming first@ and will re- 
store all things. 
Elijah has come already, and they did not 
Know him but did to him whatever they 
wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also 
about to suffer at their hands.” Then the 
disciples understood that He spoke to them 
of John the Baptist: 


The Disciples Lack Faith > 
(Mk 9114-29; Lk 9:37-42) 

And when they had come to the multi- 
tude, a man came to. Him, kneeling down to 
Him and saying,t “Lord, have mercy on 
my son, for he is an epileptice and suffers 


severely; for he often falls into the fire and | 


often into the water. '°So I brought him to 
Your disciples, but they could not cure him.” 
\7Then Jesus answered and said, “O faith- 


‘2But I say to you that | 


Text reads gathering together. 
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less and perverse generation, how long 
Shall I be with you? How long shall I bear 
with you? Bring him here to Me.” !%And 
Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out 
of him; and the child was cured from that 
very hour. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus pri- 
vately and said, “Why could we not cast it 


out?”t 


40So Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you 
have faith as a mustard seed, you will say 
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 
and it will move; and nothing will be im- 
possible for you. *!'However, this kind does 
not go out except by prayer and fasting.” 


= Jesus’ Suffering -> 
(MR 9:30-32; Lk 9:43-45) 
Now while they were staying? in 


Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of 


Man is about to be betrayed into the hands 
of men,t Zand they will kill Him, and the 
third day He will.be raised up.” And they 
were exceedingly sorrowful. 


a Jesus Pays the Temple Tax = 


 24When they had come to Capernaum, 
those who received the temple tax came to 


Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay 
the temple tax?”t 


29He said, “Yes.” 


17:11@NU-Text omits first. 17:15 Literally 
moonstruck 17:20®NU-Text reads little faith. 
17:21 ®NU-Text omits this verse. 17:22 4NU- 
17:24 aNU-Text 
reads Capharnaum (here and elsewhere). 





17:14-16 Sickness in Scripture is often connected to demonic activity. By kneeling, this father shows 


humility, but he lacks faith. While the disciples also lacked faith (v. 20), Christ rebukes the man for plac- 
ing the blame on the disciples when it was his greater lack of faith that prevented the boy’s healing. In 
effect, Jesus defends His disciples in front of the multitudes but later rebukes them privately (vv. 19-21), 
teaching us that we ought first to correct people in private (see 18:15-17). 

17:19-21 St. John Chrysostom notes this rebuke is directed at the nine disciples who could not cast out 
the demon, whereas “the pillars” of faith—Peter, James, and John (Gal 2:9)—were not included in the 
rebuke, as they had been on the mountain with Christ (v. 1). 

This kind (v. 21) refers to all powers of darkness, not simply those that cause a particular illness. The 
banishment of demons requires faith (v. 20), prayer, and fasting (v. 21), for there is no healing and no 
victory in spiritual warfare without all three. Beginning with the Didache, the Fathers have taught that 
both the person in need of healing and the person performing the healing must believe, pray, and fast 
On moving a mountain, see note at 21:21. ice 
17:22, 23 Jesus predicts His death and Resurrection a second time (see 16:21) to show that He is going 
to His Passion freely and not being taken against His will. | 
17:24-27 The temple tax was an annual head tax on all male Jews (except the priests) over twelve — 
years of age for the maintenance of the temple (see Nm 3:43-51). Since Jesus is the Son of God, He is 
both High Priest and “proprietor” of the temple, and thus is exempt from the tax. Nevertheless, ne. 
pays it anyway, both to avoid unnecessary offense and to show that He has totally identified Himsel 
with mankind. 


And when he had come into the house, 
Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do the kings 
af the earth take customs or taxes, from 
heir sons or from strangers?” 

Peter said to Him, “From strangers.” 








Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 


free, Nevertheless, lest we offend them, 
go to the sea, Cast in a hook, and take the 
ash that comes up first. And when you have 
gpened its mouth, you will find a piece of 
money; take that and give it to them for 
| Me and you.” 


< Who Is the Greatest? oz 
(Mk 9:33-37; Lk .9:46-48) 
] At that time the disciples-came to 
Jesus, Saying, “Who then is greatest 
inthe kingdom of heaven?”? qaad 
Then Jesus called a little childato Him, 
set him in the midst of them, and said, 
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MATTHEW 18:15 
fenses! For offenses must come, but woe to 
that man by whom the offense comes! 

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for 
you to enter into life lame or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet, 
to be cast into the everlasting fire.t 9And if 
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and 
cast it from you. It is better for you to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 


= Finding the Lost Sheep 7- 
(Lk 15:3-7) 

“Take heed that you do not despise one 
of these little ones, for I say to you that in 
heaven their angels always see the face of 
My Father who is in heaven.t® !!For the 
Son of Man has come to save that which 
was lost.@ | 

“What do you think? If a man has a 





| hundred: sheep, and one of them goes 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine 
and go to, the mountains to seek the one 
heaven. ‘Therefore whoever humbles him- | that is straying?t 13And if he should find it, 
self as this little child is the greatest in the | assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more 
kingdom of heaven. "Whoever receives one | Over that sheep than over the ninety-nine 
little child like this in My name receives | that did not go astray. '4Even so it is not the 
Me. - | will of your Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. 


m Discipline in the Church +- 
'“Moreover if your brother sins against 
| you, go and tell him his fault between you 


“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are con- 
verted and become as litile children, you 
will by no means enter the kingdom of 


a me 


a 


a. Scandals and Temptations > 
(Mk 9;42-48) 


“Whoever causes one of these little ones 
me believe in Me to sin, it would be better 
or him if a millstone were hung around his 17:27 "Greek stater, the exact amount to pay the 
leck, and he were drowned in the depth Of | temple tax (didrachma) for two 18:11 8NU- 

| he sea.t 7Woe to the world because of of- | Text omits this verse. 


18:14 This question indicates a selfish interest in worldly power. Pointing to a little child as the model 
of true discipleship, Jesus emphasizes the virtues required for entrance into the kingdom of heaven: 
uMility, dependence, lowliness, simplicity, obedience, and a willingness to love and be loved. In Ortho- 

x ‘Onography, St. Ignatius of Antioch Is depicted as this child, In certain legends of saints, he is the 
who gave the loaves and fishes (Jn 6:9). u | lds} 

6 Little ones include all who have childlike humility and simplicity, all who are poor in spirit. 

8 See also 5:29. The reference to mutilation is an illustration of decisive action to avoid sin and does 


| Kt advocate literal amputation. This also refers to harmful relationships that must be severed for thẹ 
i vation of all parties (see Lk 14:26; 1Co 5:5). Hue eal A | 
'10 Little ones: See note for v. 6. Angels: St. John Chrysostom teaches that not only the saints, but all 
honle have guardian angels. However, the angels of humble people have greater boldness and greater 
or before the face of God because of the humility of the person they guard. It is not the nature of 
| tee ut the weakness of men, that requires the angels’ ENSS: saga bhnr e e) VN 
| +,“ Unlike earthly shepherds, Christ sees such value in. one|sheep that re Wii! leave the Others at rss 
; O save it. The ihe raed represent the righteous who remain faithful to God (Lk 15:7). Accord- 
an to certain Fathers, this is also an image of the Incarnation in which the ninety-nine represent the 
Jels in heaven: Christ descended from heaven to pursue the one sheep—man—who had fallen into 


TUPtion on earth. 





|n an : 
10-29 This Passage is read on the Monday after Pentecost, called the Day of the Holy Spirit. 








MATTHEW 18:16 [304 


and him alone: If he hears you. you have | 
gained your brother.t \6But if he will not | 
hear, take with you one or two more, that 
‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established.’ \7 And if 
he refuses to hear them, tell it! to the 
church. But if he refuses even to hear the 
church, let him'be to you like a heathen and 
a tax collector.t : : 
‘'S“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven; and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.t | on 
“Again I say? to you that if two of you 

agree On earth concerning anything that 
they ask, it will be done for them by My | that had been done: “Then his master, after 
Father in heaven. 2Z0Ror where (WO or three | he had: called him, Said to him, ‘You wicked 
are gathered together’ in My name, I am | servant! [forgave you all that debt because 
there in the midst of them.” | | you begged me. 33Should you not:also-have 
had compassion on your fellow servant, 
eT | just as Fhad pity on you?’ 34And his master 
Then Peter ‘came ito Himane ‘said, | was angry, and delivered him to the tortur- 
“Lord, how -often shall my brother sin ers until he should pay all that was due to 

| 

| 

| 

















will pay you all.’ Then the master of that 
servant was moved with compassion, re. 
leased him, and forgave him the debt. 
"But that servant went out’ and found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him 
and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me 
what you owe!’ #°So his fellow servant fell 
down at his feet? and begged him, Saying, 
‘Have patience with me, andl. will pay you 
all> And he would not; but went and 
threw him into prison till he should pay the 
debt. *'So when his fellow servants saw 
what had been done, they were very 
grieved, and came and told their master al] 





-™ Forgiveness in the Church ot 


against me; and | forgive him? Up to- seven | him: | 
times?” h 1:01 35“So: My heavenly Father also will do to 
“4Jesus said to him; “I do riot sav to you, | you if each of you; from his heart, does not 
up to seven times, but Gp to’seventy times | forgive his brother his trespasses.”2 
seven. *°Therefore the kingdom of heaven | | 
is: like a certain king who wanted to settle œ Divorce and Marriage > 
accounts with his servants. 24And when he (Mk 10:1-12) | 
had begun, to settle accounts, one was ] Now it came to pass, when Jesus 
brought to him, who owed him ten thou- had finished these sayings, that He 
sand talents, #But as he was not able to | departed from Galilee and came to the re- 
pay, his master commanded that he be sold, | gion of Judea beyond the Jordan. *And 
with his wife and children and all that he | TUES 
had, and that payment be made.t 26The ser- 18:16 *Deuteronomy 19:15  18:19@NU-Text and 


| M-Text read Again, _, 18:29 8NU- 
vant therefore fell down before ‘him, say- Test onnite: Ae E Het Ae ek 


ing, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I | omit all. 18:35 NU-Text omits his trespasses: 








18:15-20 Church discipline is based on mutual correction in three expanding stages. Sin and correction 
are to remain private unless the offender refuses to repent. All correction must be done with great care 
and humility, with the highest concern being the salvation of the offender (see 1Co 5:5; Gal 6:1). Never 
theless, correction must take place so that the sin does not spread to others as well. 

18:17 Church: See the glossary. a tt | ivy lis. a | 
18:18-20 The authority to bind and loose sins is given to the apostles and transmitted to the bishops 
and presbyters they ordained. This authority is given for the sake of the salvation of the sinner. The Stn- 
ner, “seeing that he is not only cast out of the Church, but that the bond of his sin will remain in’ 
Heaven, he may turn and become gentle” GohnChr). > | | | ) ah 
18:21-35 Seventy times seven: Symbolic of an unlimited amount. This parable illustrates the need for 
unlimited forgiveness. Ten thousand talents (v. 24) is an impossible sum, more than a laborer could earn 
in several lifetimes. A hundred denarii (v. 28) is a significant amount from an earthly perspective (abou! 
three months’ wages), yet it is a pittance when compared to the debt owed the king. God not only 
stays the punishment we deserve, but forgives us the entire debt as well (v: 27). Because God forgives 
us, we in turn'are required to grant the gift of forgiveness to others. = ~ ETET Vieirale 
18:25 Certain Fathers give a spiritual interpretation to the punishment described here. The man repre 
sents the soul, the wife represents the body, and the children represent a person's deeds. Thus, the boc 
and the deeds are given over to slavery, that is to Satan, so that the soul might possibly be saved (seë af 


1Co 5:5). IFG \ 











, | 1303 | = MATTHEW 19:19 
“at multitudes followed Him, and He | have made themselves eunuchs for the 
led them there. kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able 


| “whe Pharisees also came to Him, testing | to accept it, let him accept it.” 


es: ont 


‘hardness of your hearts. permitted: you to 
| divorce your wives, but from the beginning 


| morality, and marries another, commits 


im and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a 


man to divorce his wife for just any rea- ~ Receiving the Children ~ 


(Mk 10:13-16; Lk 18;15-1 7) 

yAnd He answered and. said. to. them, t3Then little children were brought to 
‘Have you not read that He. who madea | Him that He might put His hands on them 
hem. at the beginning ‘made them male | and pray, but the disciples rebuked them.t 
and female, Sand said, ‘For this reason a l4But Jesus said, “Let the little children 
nan shall leave his father.and mother and | come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 


| pejoined to his wife, and the two shall be- such is the kingdom of heaven.” !°And He 


„me one flesh’?* SSo, then, they. are no | laid His hands on them,and departed from 
pnger two but one flesh. Therefore what there. | | ; 
noes joined together, let not man sepa- | °°" = Riches and the Kingdom > 

rate. 17.91: Tb 18:183 

They said to Him, “Why then.did Moses | aaao od one camo ana said toi 
ommand to give a certificate of divorce, | , OW ehold, one came an rents to Him, 
nnd to put her away?” | apod a Ea what Z001 Tne sen I do 

‘He said to them, “Moses, beca he | that I may have eternal life” 

OSes DE CHUSEE 7S He said to him, “Why, do you call Me 
good? No one is good but One, that is, 
God.’ But. if you want to enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” 1.5 

l8He said.to Him, “Which ones?” iza ~- 
R . Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not- murder,’ ‘You 
adultery; hoever marri ‘ Yi oe; ds 
ah atnaeipahe ayer her Whos | shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You -shall not 

“His disciples said to Him, “If such is the eee LOE sar noi peat fa Sen es 
case of the man with his wife, it is better | . ONOP VOUT eee eee Oe ere 
not to marry”? un ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ "e 

‘But He said to them, “All cannot.accepl | 19:4 =NU-Text reads created. »Genesis 1:27; 5:2 | 
this saying, but only those to whom it has | 19:52Genesis 2:24. 19:9 20r fornication 


n given: !2For there are eunuchs, who 19:18 arse emits Feodint LOA TSNU CHEN 3 
Were h . ) reads Why do you ask Me about what is good? 
re born thus from their mother’s womb, | \\uj.'Text reads There is One who is good. 


aid there are eunuchs who were made eu- | 19:19 @Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 3) 


twas not so. And T say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife) ‘except for sexual im- 


a 





| uchs by men, and there are eunuchs who | »Leviticus 19:18 © 


193-9 The basis of the Pharisees’ test is Dt 24:1-4. God's condescension, or allowance tor human weak- 


| 0 . pe. 
con of nobility, Here, Jesus uses t 


Mutilar, 
Mead which the Church condemned at th 
mn 
| ‘bre 
E Theoph). Christ rejects this thinking, 





"€ss, does not override the original principle of permanent monogamous marriage as revealed in Gn 1}. 

Hi authority, Christ adds His own clear prohibition against divorce in w. 6 and 9. (See note at 5:31, 
‚Mal 2:15, 16. dnami yli a | 

3:9 The Salil reasons for divorce were expanded in the ancient Church to include threat to a 
48€'S or child’s life and desertion, in all cases acknowledging the spiritual tragedy of such a situation. 
Note at 5:31, 32. KN ‘ 
10-42 Christ steers the disciples toward understanding the holiness of virginity, not as a rejection of 


| ate lage, butas a special calling for those to whom it has been given. Eunuchs were men who had 


i " Castrated, whether by birth defect, disease, or mutilation, and were often employed to guard 
he term figuratively for those who freely choose lifelong celibacy. 
This consecrated virginity is not to be confused with self- 
e First Ecumenical Council (ao 325). See also 1Co 7:7, 25-38. 
"3-15 The disci the mothers for bringing little children to Christ both because their 
Tiwas ee AEE they thought children “diminished His dignity as Teacher and Mas- 
setting little children as an example of those who inherit the 
invited (even as an example to adults) to participate in the 
chrismation, and Communion, See note at Lk 18:15-17: 
but to seek advice from one he considers no more than 
t deny that He is God, but is designed to lead the rich 


Ihe sake of the kingdom of heaven. 


fing °m of heaven, Therefore, children are 

19:1 iii through prayer, worship, baptism, c! 

ag 17 This man does not come to test Jesus, 

Nan t Teacher, Christ's response (v. 17) does no 
9 this knowledge. 


MATTHEW 19:20 





20The young man said to Him, “All these 
things I have kept from my youth.2 What do 
I still lack?”t 

2l1Jesus said to him, “If you want to be 
perfect, go, sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.”t 

2 But when the young man heard that 
Saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 
great possessions. 

23Then Jesus -said to His disciples, 
“Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.t 
24And again I say to you, it is easier fora 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

22When His disciples heard it, they were 


greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can 


be saved?” 

26But Jesus looked at them and said to 
them, “With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 


1306 _ 


20 


| morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.t 





27Then Peter answered and said to Him, 
“See, we have left all and followed You. 
Therefore what shall we have?” 

28So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say 
to you, that in the regeneration, when the 
Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, 
you who have followed Me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.t 29And everyone who has left houses 
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife’ or children or lands, for My name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and in- 
herit eternal life.t 30But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first. _ 


<. The First and the Last -= 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the 


19:20 #NU-Text omits from my youth. 
19:29 »NU-Text omits or wife. 


19:20 Formal observance of commandments does not make one righteous before God. This man had 
an earnest desire for eternal life and sensed that he still lacked something; thus, he continues to press 


Jesus for the answer. 


19:21 To be perfect, one must willingly sacrifice all and follow Christ. Nothing is gained unless this sacri- 
fice is given freely. The specifics of how:one follows Christ will be different for each person. Because 
wealth had such a\grip on this rich man, his.only hope was to sell and give away all his possessions. 

St. John Chrysostom tells us that giving away possessions is the least of Christ’s instructions here; follow- 
ing Him in all things is a far greater and more difficult calling. 

19:23-26 Various interpretations have been suggested for the impossible image of a camel going 
through the eye of'a needle: e.g., that the word was not camel, but “rope”; or that the eye of a needle 
was a city gate through which a camel might barely squeeze if it were first unloaded of all its baggage, 
symbolizing wealth. Even the Talmud uses the expression “for an elephant to go through the eye of a 
needle.” Whatever the phrase refers to, it displays the impossibility of salvation for those who are’ at- 
tached to riches. This is clearly evidenced by the disciples’ response, “Who then can be saved?” Yet by 
God's grace, even what is impossible to man can come to pass. 


19:28 Judging: See note at Lk 22:30. 


19:29 Christ is not commanding believers to divorce spouses and abandon children. According to 

St. John Chrysostom, this refers to keeping faith under persecution even if it means to lose one’s family. 
it also means to accept that unbelieving family members may cut off ties because of the believer's faith 
(see 1Co 7:12-16). Believers are promised a hundredfold of houses and relatives not in an earthly sense, 
but in a spiritual sense—the fathers and mothers of the Church, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and 


houses of worship and fellowship. 


20:1-16 In this parable, the vineyard is life in this world. The day refers both to the span of a single 
person's life and to the whole of human history. The laborers are all the people in every nation, Each 
hour can refer to times in a person's life, whether infancy, youth, adulthood, maturity, or old age. It also 
has a second meaning in the span of history, referring to those called during the covenants with Adam, 


Noah, Abraham, Moses, and finally Christ. 


God's generosity provides equal reward for both early and late comers. Jesus teaches that the former 
should not be proud of their long service nor resent those called at the eleventh hour. To the latecom- 
ers, He teaches that it is possible even in a short time or at the end of one’s life to recover and inherit 


everything. 


In the early Church, this message applied specifically to the Jews (the first-called) and the Gentiles 
(those called later). In our day, it can be applied to those raised in the Church and to those who find the 
Church later in life, both of whom receive an equal reward. St. John Chrysostom’s renowned paschal 
sermon is based on this parable, applying it to the preparations of each person in approaching the - 


paschal Eucharist. 
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Tow when he had agreed with the labor- 
„s for a denarius a day, he sent them into 
js vineyard. 3And he went out about the 


hird 


pe Hern : | 
iso go into the vineyard, and whatever is 


ight I will give you.’ So they went. ‘Again 
he went out about the sixth and the ninth 
hour, and did likewise. And about the 
seventh hour he went out and found oth- 
s standing idle,* and said to them, “Why 
have you been standing here idle all day?’ 
They said to him, ‘Because no one hired 


ys’ He said to them, “You also go into the | 


vineyard, and whatever is right you will re- 
ceive.’? 


So when evening had come, the owner | 


ofthe vineyard said to his steward, ‘Cali the 
aborers and give them their wages, begin- 
ting with the last to the first’ “And when 
hose came who were hired about the 
‘leventh hour, they each recerved a denar- 
ius. "But when the first.came, they Sup- 
posed that they would receive more; and 
they likewise received each a denarius. 


| ‘And when they had received it; they com- | 
plained against the landowner, ‘saying, | 


These last men have worked only one 
hour, and you made them equal to us who 
tave borne the burden and the heat of the 
fay’ 3But he answered one of them and 
said, ‘Friend, I am doing youno wrong. Did 


Yu not agree with me for a denarius? | 


lake what is yours and go your way. l 
mish to give to this last man the same as to 
10u, Is it not lawful for me to do what I 
"ish with my own things? Or is your eye 


"il because I am good?’ !6So the last will 


| Ak Christ's repeated prediction of His Passion 
8 for the terrifying events they would face. It Is a 


and 


120-23 This quest for temporal power and glory 
“standing of the Kingdom of God. 


Mk 10:35, 


ight calls His Crucifixion a cup and 
om e cP 12:2). His death is baptism, 
) lfe of '3-6). Christ's prophecy 
= m Persecution and martyr 


àk ip declaring that the places o 


iiy Uthority, Rather, it means that they are not His to give 
hem. Note also that with 


ing lett r whom God has prepared t 
Nth a hand of Christ in His Kingdom, 
hur Position, With regard to the highest pl 


greatest born of women— 






307. 


rd hour and saw others standing idle in | 
marketplace, ‘and said to them, ‘You 











beg ades], so that when you see me hanging on 
use | am powerless to do otherwise” (Theoph). 


onor, but John’s and James’ own involvement i 


His death a baptism. 
for He was completely immersed in it, yet it cleansed the world 
of John and James participating in the same cup and baptism shows the 
dom they would lead after Pentecost, ve 

f honor in the Kingdom are not His to give does not mean that He 


St. John Chrysostom 
aces of honor that can be given to man, the icons of the 


tit (cl) Universa the Virain Mary (the most bless 
he Ba ia h aaa holding these places. Bi 


MATTHEW 20:23 


be first, and the’ first last. For many are 
called, but few chosen.”@ 





©. Jesus’ Death and Resurrection => 
(Mk 10:32-34; Lk 18:31-34) 

\7Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took 
the twelve disciples aside on the road and 
said to them,t |8“Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be be- 
trayed to the chief priests and to the 
scribes: and they will condemn Him‘ to 
death, !9andideliver Him to the Gentiles to 
mock and to scourge and to crucify. And 
the third day He will rise again.” | 


æ Leaders as Servants 7> | 
(Mk, 10:35-45) 
20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons 
came to Him with her sons, kneeling down 
| and asking something from Him.t 
= 21And He said to her, “What do you 
wish?” eae hs 
| She said to Him, “Grant that these two 
| sons of mine may sit, one on Your right 
| hand and the other on the left, in Your king- 
dom.” 
_ But Jesus answered and said, “You do 
not know what you ask. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to drink, and 
be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with?”@ cee 
They said to Him, “We are able.” l 
2350 He said to them, “You will indee 





20:6 NU-Teëėxt omits idle. 20:7 "NU-Text omits 
the last clause of this verse, 20:16 NU- Text 
omits the last sentence of this verse. 
20:22 ®NU-Text omits and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with. À 





was meant to encourage and strengthen the disci- - 


s if Christ were saying, “Think on all these [words 


the Cross, you will not imagine that | am suffering 


is unfitting for a disciple and shows an earthly mis- 
Matthew reports that the mother of Zebedee’s sons requested 


s revealed by the plural you in v. 22, and in 


The Cross is a cup because He drank it will- 


arbitrarily. Instead, He will give them to 
regard to sitting as equals on the right 
teaches that no one could possibly occupy 


ed among women—Lk 1:28) and John the Bap- 


MATTHEW 20:24 __ KOS 


drink My cup, and be baptized with the | ately their eyes received sight, and they fol- 
baptism that I am baptized with;? but to sit | lowed Him. 
on My right hand and on My left is not; _ on | | 
Mine tozivabut it is for those for Whom it | (jh alm Sunday: The Messianic Binsa 
is prepared by My Father.” | (Mk 11:1-10; Lk 19:28-44; Jn 12;12-19) 
24And when the ten heard it, they were | 2) Now when they drew near Jerusa- 
greatly displeased with the two brothers.t lem, and came to Bethphage,? at the 
25But Jesus called them to Himself and said, | Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disci- 
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles | ples,t 2saying to them, “Go into the village 
lord it over them, and those who are great | opposite you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 


exercise authority over them. 2°Yet it shall 
Loose them and bring them to Me.t And if 


not be so among you; but whoever desires 

to become great among you, let him be | anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
your servant. 27And whoever desires to be | ‘The Lord has need of them, and immedi- 
first among you, let him be your slave— | ately he will send them.” 

28iust as the Son of Man did not come tobe | 4Alla this was done that it might be ful- 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a | filled which was spoken by the prophet, 
ransom for many.” | saying: 


— 








= Two Blind Men Confess Jesus anisi | 
as Lord = | >“Tell the daughter of Zion, 


Now as they went out of Jericho, a great | = Behold, your King is coming to you, 


multitude followed Him. And behold, two | Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, 
blind men sitting by the road, when they A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ “4 


heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 
saying, “Have mercy on us. O Lord, Son of | ĉSo the disciples went and did as Jesus 
David!”t commanded them. “They brought the don- 
31Then the multitude warned them that | key and the colt, laid their clothes on them, 
they should be quiet; but they cried out all | and set Him? on them. *And a very great 
the more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O | multitude spread their clothes on the road; 
Lord, Son of David!” others cut down branches from the trees 
32g Jesus stood still and called them, | and spread them on the road.t 9Then the 
and said):“What.do:' vou want Metodo Tor | tmnte cesta ate ee ee 
: a : i i aptism that | am bapti n. La- | 
“They said to Him, Lord, that our eyes reads Bethsphage. 21:4 iNU-Text omits All. 
may be opened.” “4So Jesus had compas- | 21:5aZechariah 9:9 21:74NU-Text reads and 
sion and touched their eyes. And immedi- | He sat. 








20:24-28 See note at Lk 22:24-27. For many (v. 28) is an Aramaic expression meaning “for all.” 
20:30 The two blind men greet Jesus as Lord, the common title for God, and Son of David, a title 
deeply associated with the Messiah, Even though Jesus knows what we want before we ask, He calls us 
to ask freely so that we might learn of His mercy. | 

The Fathers also give a spiritual interpretation to this miracle, with the blind men symbolizing future 
generations who would come to faith only by hearing, without the benefit of seeing Christ in person (see 
Jn 20:29), Those who tried to silence the blind men are persecutors and tyrants who, in every generation, 
try to silence the Church. Nevertheless, under persecution, the Church all the more confesses Jesus Christ. 
21:1-11 Christ's Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem is celebrated by the Church on Palm Sunday. By Christ's 
time, Jewish nationalism had led to the expectation of a political Messiah to deliver them from Roman 
control and to reestablish David's kingdom. In humility, Jesus shows that He has not come to establish 
an earthly kingdom, He does not ride on a horse nor in a chariot, but on a donkey—a sign of humility 
and peace (Zec 9:9), This entrance into the Holy City declares the establishment of the Kingdom of God. 
It is also a promise of Christ's final entrance into the heavenly Jerusalem with all believers and of His 
accepting the New Jerusalem as His pure Bride (Rev 21:2), | 
21:2 Matthew reports a colt as well as a donkey. The Fathers see the two animals as representing the 
faithful Jews and the Gentiles who are brought together in the Kingdom, At Vespers of Palm Sunday, 
we sing, “Your riding on a foal prefigured how the untamed and uninstructed Gentiles would pass 
from unbelief to faith,” | | KOQE 
21:8 The people who spread their clothes before Jesus did so as paying reverence to a King. It is spiritu- 
ally interpreted as our need to lay down our flesh, and indeed our very lives, for Christ. DET 










= —— _1309 _MATTHEW 21:22 
vultitudes who went be 











fore and those who 


\ ero And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you 
plowed cried out, saying: never read, 
«Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing 
Blessed is He who comes in the name infants 
of the LORD! ? You have perfected praise’? ”? 


Hosanna in the highest!”t 
 UThen He left them and went out of the 
And when He had come into Jerusalem, | City to Bethany, and He lodged there. 
jl] the city was moved, saying, “Who is æ. Israel: The Withered Fig Tree = 
this?” 3 (Mk 11:19-26) 
Sọ the multitudes said, “This is Jesus IBN Aa | iR ra 
A | Ss : Now in the morning, as He returned to 
«s Jesus Purifies the Temple -7 tree by the road, He came to it and found 
(Mk 11:11-18; Lk 19:45-48) nothing on it but leaves, and Said to it, “Let 
Then Jesus went into the temple of | 2° Ae ie rae ar you fare : eee Im- 
| God‘ and drove out all those who bought Ses a ete sete ala ae: sangeet they 
and sold in the temple, and overturned the | narveled saving aia the fig free 
lables of the money changers and the seats Sather away a6 Shon?” 
7 loves? 13 Piya Anag | l 
ae i 208 goves: And He bers a 1150 Jesus answered and said to them, 
ae : o S ae ree i © | “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith 
raved a HOUSE OF Preven our you TAVE | and do not-doubt, you will not only do what 
ats ance OUD UVES | was done to the fig tree, but also if you say 
F ceeds evs abe aa ae to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast 
1 in the temple, and’ He he LEE , Lit aa t 22 : 
"But when the “chief pret and scribes into the sea, Iwin Decon ole 


| Lach : : ever things: you ask in prayer, believing, 
saw the wonderful things that He did, and > you will receive.” 


ihe children crying out in the temple and | | . | 
‘i S . : Al 

saying, “Hosanna to the Son of Davids” | 91.9 apcaim 117:26 21:12 8NU-Text omits of 

hey were indignantt !ŝand said to Him, | God, 21:13 Isaiah 56:7 »Jeremiah 7:11 

Do You hear what these are saying?” 21:16 °Psalm 8:3 


21:9 This cry comes from Ps 117:25, 26, which was associated with messianic expectation, It was recited 
daily for six days during the Feast of Tabernacles, and seven times on the seventh day as branches were 
Naved. Hosanna means, “Save, we pray!” | 
‘1:12, 13 Those who bought and sold were trading in live animals to be used for sacrifices. The money 
angers traded Roman coins for Jewish coins since Roman coins, which bore the image of Caesar, were 
‘ONsidered defiling in the temple. The cleansing of the temple also points to the necessity that the 
urch be kept free from earthly pursuits. As each person is considered a temple of God (1Co 3:16; 

19), it is also a sign that our hearts and minds must be cleansed of earthly matters. 
“TAS, 16 “Keep the feast with the children, and holding branches in your hands, sing ‘Hosanna‘'"—so 
| "e declare at Vespers of Palm Sunday. Many liturgical hymns of this day emphasize the perfect praise of 
e children, which unlike that of the adults, was innocent, fitting, unashamed, and from hearts of pure 
€. We are called to glorify Christ in the same spirit (see 18:1-4). In contrast, the adults’ praise carried 
fay expectations and agendas which, when left unfulfilled, led them to rebel against Jesus just five 
m later (27:20-23). ANAE at nt 

-9 The fig tree, a symbol of prosperity and peace, withers because it is fruitless. This is a prophetic 

Ag directed toward the Jews, since after three years of Christ's preaching, teaching, and healing, both 

by faders and the crowds were destitute of spiritual fruit. He curses the tree also to warn those in 

4 Y generation of what will befall anyone who fails to listen to His message. 

the 1 While it is not recorded that an apostle literally moved a mountain, the Fathers are clear that 
| hin had this authority if the need had arisen (certain saints did make crevices appear in mountains). 

this Ermore; not everything the apostles accomplished was written down, Beyond the literal meaning, 

ak Promise is also an illustration of the power of faith and prayer in all areas of life. “Whatever we 

ab It out hesitation and believing in God's power, we shall receive" when we ask for spiritually prof- 
ings (Theoph). 








MATTHEW 21:23 


a Jewish Leaders Question Jesus > 
(Mk 11:27-33; Lk 20:1-8) | 

23Now when He came into the temple, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people 
confronted Him as He was teaching, and 
said, “By what authority are You doing 
these things? And who gave. You this au- 
thority?”t ye | 
24But Jesus answered and said to them, “I 
also will ask you one thing, which if you 





tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what au- | 
thority I do these things: 2°The baptism of | 


John—where was it from? From heaven. or 
from.men?” ) 

And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven, He will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26But-if we say, ‘From men, we iear 
the multitude, for all count John as a 
prophet.” 27So they answered. Jesus and 
said, “We do not know.” : 

And. He said to them, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority Ido these things: 


s Sinners Believe «>... 


28“ But what do you think? A man had two 


sons, and he came to the firstcand: said, | 


‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ He 
answered and said, ‘I will not, but-after- 
ward he regretted it and went. °°Then he 
came to the second and said likewise. And 
he answered and said, ‘I go, sir, but he did 
not go.2!Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” 
They said to Him, “The first.” 


Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to 


you that tax collectors and harlots enter the 
kingdom of God before you.t 32For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him; but tax collec- 
tors and harlots belieyed him; and, when 
you saw it, you did not afterward relent 
and believe him. lacie Viale na 











aà. Leaders Mistreat God’s Messengers s, 
(Mk 12:1-12; Lk 20:9-19) 

33“Hear another parable: There was a 
| certain landowner who planted a vineyard 
and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower. And he leased it to 
vinedressers and went into a far country.t 
34Now when vintage-time drew near, he 
sent his servants to the vinedressers, that 
they might receive its fruit. And the vine- 
dressers took his servants, beat one, killed 
one, and stoned another. **Again he sent 
other servants, more than the first, and 
they did likewise to them. %’Then last of all 
he sent his son to them, saying, “They will 
respect my son.’ 38But when the vine- 
dressers saw the son, they said among 
‘themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill ‘him: and«seize his inheritance.’ **So 
‘they took’him and cast him out-of the vine- 
yard and killed him. | 

40 Therefore, when the owner of the vine- 
yard comes, what will he do to those vine- 
dressers?” i’? gy nab’ g ep 
| {They -said to Him, “He will, destroy 
| those wicked men miserably, and lease his 
vineyard. to other vinedressers who will 
render to him the fruits in their seasons.” 
42Jesus. said to them, “Have you never 


read in the Scriptures: A 








‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the LORD’s doing, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’?* 


43“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken from you and given to a 
nation bearing the fruits of it. And who- 
ever falls on this stone will.be broken; but 
on whomever it falls, it will grind him to 
powder.” . i 


21:42 Psalm 117:22, 23 


AD GREIENE AMi asiaasi tin iy erri ARA Psalm L722 ARA ogri igana 
21:23-27 Since Christ is not a Levitical priest, the chief priests and the elders challenge His authority to 
cleanse the temple. As Christ is careful not to reveal Himself to scoffers, He confounds them with a dif- 
ferent question about John. Both the elders’ question and Christ's question require the same answer, 
and thus would lead a person to confess that Jesus has come from heaven. By not answering them di- 
rect Christ teaches us not to answer people who come asking about holy things with a malicious in- 
21:31 Using their own principles, the elders convict themselves | ap ahaj Spi ita 
21:33-43 See note at Lk 20:9-16. elves in their:answer to Christ's parable: 


21:41 Again, the Jewish leaders convict themselves. See note for 21:31. yall 
21:44 This stone is Christ, According to St. John Chrysostom, this saying illustrates the two ways of de- 


struction. Those falling on the stone are people who suffer the consequences of their sins while yet in 


this life, whereas those ne ’ | ey 
Sir yd nine on whom the stone falls are 'unrepentant people suffering utter destruction Ki | 
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pe e uhina ae a _ MATTHEW 22:17 
A the chief priests -and | the high ae 
wow when ti H ughways, and as man ; 
ets heard His parables, they per- | vite to the wedding. 0S0. koerier dh 


ri t 
pa d that He was speaking of them. 46But | went out into the highways and gathered 


an they sought to lay hands on Him, | together all whom they found, both bad 


When Sred the multitudes, because they | and | 
feared the mu use they | and good. And the wedding h i 
LI“) i l 
«Who Enters into the Kingdom? rz But when the king came in to see the 


ie | guests, he saw a man there who did t | 
(Lk 14:15-24) on a wedding garment.t 1250 he said to ith, 
A And Jesus answered and spoke to | ‘Friend, how did you come in here without 
them again by parables and said:t | a wedding garment?’ And he was speech- 
vme kingdom of heaven is like a certain | less. Then the king said to the servants 
| ing who arranged a marriage for his son, | ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, 
| sand sent out his servants to call those who | andè cast him into outer darkness; there 
were invited to the wedding; and they were | Will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
not willing to come. ‘Again, he sent out | ‘*“For many are called, but few are cho- 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are | Sen.”? . . | 
invited, “See, l have prepared my dinner: 
my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all | 
hings are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’t I5Th oe deticd i Já 0:2046) 
But they made light of it and went their | | -pen ‘the Pharisees went and plotted 
| ways, one to his own farm, another to his | 20W they might entangle Him in His talk.t 
business. And the rest seized his servants. ni ley Sent Him aes disciples with 
| Treated them spitefully, and killed them. Ee Herodiays, saving, “leacheriwe snow 
| But when the king-heard about it, he was abou abe Lue; ane teacathe way or GYG 
mous Andi hersen out his REN Ne in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for 
siroyed those murderers and Dae up Xou do pobregard me PAR p sran fe 
their cityt Then he sata to fu Aas us, therefore, what do You think? Is it law- 


eA or ful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 
ihe wedding is ready, but those who were 
| Wited Were not worthy. ’Therefore go into | 


“a A Trap for Jesus -=- 





22:13 #NU-Text omits take him away, and. 





aint Like the preceding parables, this one also proclaims the transfer of the Kingdom from the 
called eg to the Gentiles. It is set as a joyful wedding banquet (v. 2; see 25:1-13), for Christ is often 
| (Eph 521-33) idegroom” (9:15; Jn 3:29), and St. Paul uses a marriage analogy for the Kingdom — 

by ‘peated sending out of servants shows the Father's great desire to have His people with Him in 
| once The first group (v. 3) is interpreted to be Moses and those with him, while the second 
Youp ( 4) is composed of the prophets. These groups call those initially invited—the Jews. The third 

9) represents the apostles sent to the Gentiles, those not initially invited, but now called, 
aristic. oxen represent the sacrifices of the Old Covenant, while the fatted cattle represent the eu- 
“formed co Of the New Covenant, (Fatted is better translated, “wheat-fed,” or even more literally 
HEddin from wheat”; see note at Lk 15:23.) Thus, both the Old and:New Covenants are fulfilled at the. 
KOT 2 Of Christ and His Church. | l 

kusala Cd Up their city: St. John Chrysostom teaches that Christ is prophesying the destruction of 
yhe Romans in ap 70, and thus attributes this destruction to an act of aed rather:than Sm: 
| rist aii > MeN. Nevertheless, God showed His patience by waiting some 40 years from the time.c 
“1€ entire generation a chance to repent. | | | | 
wedding garment would have been provided by the king, and therefore the man had no 
wearing one; thus he is speechless, His refusal to wear the garment that was pr ovided Is 
PeCificat, of those who refuse God's hospitality, or who want His Kingdom on their own pares ; 
pte, and HN garment refers to the baptismal garment, and by extension, a life of faith, repentance, : 
4 For tad ity. Without these, a person will ultimately be cast into outer darkness. 
‘15. e NY: See note at 20:24-28, 
Wey does iae at Lk 20:20-26. The distinction between things tha 
oga Of life eee the division of a believer's life into the secular and | 
re ct With A Ncluding the secular. We do, however, fulfill governmenta 
} Wi dat nirst responsibility to God (Rom 13:1-7; contrast Acts 4:19; 
6S are not detrimental t | 
o holiness, 
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t are Caesar’s and things that are 
d the sacred, Rather, God is Lord 
requirements that do not — 

5:29). Paying taxes and simi- 
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MATTHEW 22:18 





‘But Jesus perceived their wickedness, 
and said, “Why do you test Me, you hyp- 
ocrites? 19Show Me the tax money.” 

So they brought Him a denarius. 

*0And He said to: them, “Whose image 
and inscription is this?” 

2 They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 

And He said to them, “Render therefore 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 
they had heard these words, they mar- 
veled, and left Him and went their way. 


- Resurrection of the Dead .= 
(MR 12:18-27; Lk 20:27-40) 

*3The same day the Sadducees, who sav 
there is no resurrection, came to Him and 
asked Him,' “saying: “Teacher, Moses said 
that if a man dies, having no children. his 
brother shall marry his wife and raise up off- 
spring for his brother. 25Now there were with 
us seven brothers. The first died after he had 
married, and having no offspring, left his 
wife to his brother. 2Likewise’ the second 
also, and the third, even to the seventh. 27Last 
of all the woman died also. 28Therefore, in 
the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will 
she be? For they all had her.” 

49Jesus answered and said to them, “You 
are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures 
nor the power of God. 3°For in the resurrec- 
tion they neither marry nor are given in mar- 


22:23-33 You are mistaken (v. 29): Christ confirms t 


the Sadducees are imagining. They consider the 





riage, but are like ange 








Is of God? in heaven. 
*'But concerning the resurrection of the dead, 
have you not read what was spoken to you 
by God, saying, 22 ‘7 am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the liy- 
ing.” And when the multitudes heard this, 
they were astonished at His teaching. 

| 


=. The Greatest Commandment -=. 
(Mk 12:28-34) 

“But when the Pharisees heard that He 
had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. *Then one of them, a lawyer, 
asked Him a question, testing Him, and 
saying," 3°“Teacher, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law?” 

“Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall. love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’2 This is 
the first and great commandment. 39And the 
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. t 0n these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 


~ David’s Son Is His Lord > 
(MR 12:35-37; Lk 20:41-44) 
‘l'While the Pharisees were gathered to- 
gether, Jesus asked them,t #2saying, “What 
22:30 2=NU-Text omits of God. 22:32 2Exodus 


3:6, 15 22:37 Deuteronomy. 6:5 
22:39 “Leviticus 19:18 


hat there will be a resurrection, but not of the sort 
resurrection to be a continuation of earthly life (includ- 


ing earthly marriage), and thus mock such a doctrine with an absurd scenario. However, they are igno- 


rant of the Scriptures, which reveal a complete 
earthly questions irrelevant. Furthermore, they 
alive in God even if they are physically dead. 
ful who have departed this life are sustained 
the resurrection. 


transfiguration of life in the resurrection, making such 
fail to understand how Abraham and his sons can be 

It is the clear teaching of Christ that the souls of the faith- 
before the face of God in anticipation of the final joy of 


22:35-40 The Pharisees had found 613 commandments in the Scriptures and debated about which one 


was central. Jesus sets forth the first and the second, 
Though the lawyer has come with malice to test the 


man is converted by Christ's answer (Mk 12:28-34). 


22:39 This second commandment must be understood as written: 


which constitute the grand summary of the Law. 
Lord, we know from St. Mark’s account that this 


You shall love your neighbor as your- 


self, or more clearly, “as being yourself.” It is often misinterpreted, “You shall love your neighbor as you 


love yourself,” 


which destroys the force of the statement. How much we love ourselves is not the stan- 


dard by which Christ is calling us to love others. Rather, we are called to love our neighbor as being of 
the same nature as we ourselves are, as being created in God's image and likeness just as we are. As the 
Fathers teach, we find our true self in loving our neighbor. | 


22:41-46 Christ asks this 
incarnate, They supposed 


question to lead the Pharisees to the only logical conclusion: that He is God 
the Messiah to be a mere man, 


and therefore reply that the Messiah would 


be a Son of David. David, as king of Israel, could not and would not address anyone as “Lord” except 


God. Yet in Ps 109:1, David refers to the Messiah as "Lord." 


Therefore, the Messiah must be God. The 


only possible conclusion is that the Messiah is a descendant of David only according to the flesh, yet is- 
also truly divine, sharing His Lordship with God the Father and the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees do not ) 
answer because they realize the implications and are afraid to confess Jesus to be the Son of God. See 


also note at Lk 20:41-44. 


— | 












you think about the Christ? Whose Son 

He?” ae 

° They said to Him, “The Son of David” 
He said to them, “How then does David 


| nthe Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: 


‘The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool” ’?4 


sf David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He 
his Son?” And no one was able to answer 

Him a word, nor from that day on did any- 
one dare question Him anymore. 


= Abuses of Authority -> 
(Mk 12:38, 39; Lk 20:45, 46) 


and to His disciples,t saying: “The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 
seat.t Therefore whatever they tell you to 
observe, that observe and do, but do not 
| do according to their works; for they say, 
and do not do. 4For they bind heavy bur- 
dens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s 

| Shoulders; but they themselves will not 
move them with one of their fingers. “But 
all their works they do to be seen by men. 
They make their phylacteries broad and 


er) BUG | 
‘They love the b 


) . Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes | 





MATTHEW 23:15 
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est places at feasts, the best 
seats in the synagogues, ‘greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called by men, 
‘Rabbi, Rabbi,’ 8But you, do not be called 
‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the 
Christ, and you are all brethren.t Do not 
call anyone on earth your father; for One is 
your Father, He who is in heaven. "And do 
not be called teachers; for One is your 


Teacher, the Christ. !'But he who is greatest 


among you shall be your servant. And 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be ex- 
alted. 


=. Pronouncement of Judgment 7- 
(Mk 12:40; Lk 20:47) 
13“RBut woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for you neither go in 


yourselves, nor do you allow those who are 


entering to go in.t !*Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour wid- 
ows’ houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. Therefore you will receive greater 
condemnation.3 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to 


99:44 Psalm 109:1 23:3 #NU-Text omits to ob- 
serve... 23:8°2NU-Text omits the Christ. 


enlarge the borders of their garments.t | 23:148NU-Text omits this verse. : 

23:1-39 Jesus spoke His final public sermon, a grand critique of the ways of the scribes and Pharisees. 

Several themes include: (1) The Jewish leaders have God-given authority and teach God's Law, but are 
| Personally ungodly and cold-hearted. Their teaching is to be honored, but they are not to be imitated 

w. 2-7). (2) God is our true Father and Teacher. A teacher or father on earth is one who leads people 

0 God, The scribes and Pharisees do the opposite, placing themselves in God's position (vv. 8-12). (3) In 

His eightfold indictment of the scribes and Pharisees (vv. 13-36), Jesus charges them with inverting 

God's values and with being mean-spirited, judgmental, greedy, ambitious, absorbed in externals, and 
dlindly self-righteous, While these charges were directed against the Jewish leaders of the day, every 
"ord applies equally to those in the Church who behave in this way. 

'2, 3 To sit in Moses’ seat means to hold the succession of office down from Moses himself. In the 
Wagogue, the teacher spoke while seated as a sign of this authority. St. John Chrysostom notes that 
the scribes were depraved in thought and in heart, yet Jesus still upholds the dignity of their office, for 

€Y speak not their own words but God's. Likewise within the Church, the clergy are to be shown re- 

Pct because they hold the apostolic office, even though they too are sinners. Furthermore, the sins of 

e clergy do not relieve the people from their responsibilities before God. , 

*3 Phylacteri Sii | ouches containing passages of Scripture worn on the arm or fore- 
he d denen Ae AAI EAE a always in mind (see Ex 13:9), but the Pharisees had used them as 
alaa of false piety, making them increasingly larger and more noticeable. ie 

‘8-10 Christ's warning against calling hypocrites father and teacher is not an absolute prohibition 
Aainst Using these terms, as some teach. These terms are applied to men many times in the NT, all of 
re usages are inspired by God. Teacher Is used in Jn 3:10; Acts 13:1; 1Co 12:28; Eph 4:11; and 
A ‘11, Father is used in Lk 16:24; 1Co 4:15; and Col 3:21, Since the very early days of the Church, bish- 
hand presbyters have been called “father” not because they take the place of God, but because 
he atherly care for their flocks, they lead people to God, and they exercise fatherly authority within 

a Munity, 
m “eine example of a leader can be so influential, | 

ers from finding Him as well. Thus, leaders are held to a higher 


» 





leaders who do not love God can hinder 
standard (Jam 3:1). 


MATTHEW 23:16 





win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as 
yourselves. | | 
'6“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 
‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is noth- 
ing; but whoever swears by the gold of the 
temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ !7Fools 
and blind! For which is greater, the gold or 
the temple that sanctifies® the gold? !8And, 
‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; 
but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, 
he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and 
blind! For which is greater, the gift or the 
altar that sanctifies the gift? 2°Therefore he 
who swears by the altar, swears by it and 
by all things on it. He who swears by the 
temple, swears by it and by Him who 
dwells? in it. And he who. swears by 
heaven, swears by the throne of God and by 
Him who sits on it. | 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith. These you ought to have 
done, without leaving the others undone.t 


4Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and 


į 


swallow a camel!? 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 


extortion and self-indulgence. 26Blind 
Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup 
and dish, that the outside of them may be 


clean. also. 7 | 

47°Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful out- 
wardly, but inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and all uncleanness. 28Even so you 


also outwardly appear righteous to men, 


1314 








but inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. 
2“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 


hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of 


the prophets and adorn the monuments of 


the righteous,4 Xand say, ‘If we had lived 


in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets. = IG | 
31“Therefore you are witnesses against 
yourselves that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. °Fill up, then, the 
measure of your fathers’ guilt. °*Serpents, 
brood of vipers! How can: you escape the 
condemnation of hell? *4Therefore, indeed, 
I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: 
some of them you will kill and crucify, and 
some of them you will scourge in your syn- 
agogues and persecute from city to city, 
that on you may. come all the righteous 


blood shed on the earth, from the blood of 


righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 
son of Berechiah, whom you murdered be- 
tween the ‘temple and the altar.t 36As- 
suredly, Tsay to you, all these things will 
come upon this generation. 


| m The Fate of Jerusalem ST 
S (Lk 13:34, 35) l 
~.37°Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 


kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 


‘your children together, as a hen gathers her 


chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing!t $8See! Your house is left to you des- 


Olate; *°for I say to you, you shall see Me no 
more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes 


p 


in the name of the LORD” ”3 . 





23:17 *NU-Text reads sanctified. 23:21 ®M-Text 
reads dwelt. 23:25 4M-Text reads unrighteous- 
ness. 23:39 "Psalm 117:26 — 





23:23-33 These warnings are especially important to Orthodox Christians. The Church has maintained 
the ancient practices of tithing (These you ought to have done, y, 23; see also St. John Chrysostom’s 
homily on Eph 2 and ch. 9 of the Didascalia Apostolorum); sacred vessels (v. 25); holy rites (v. 27); and 


1 


following the tradition handed down from our fathers, These practices can be expressions of deep — 
faith, lead a person to deeper commitment to God, and safeguard our life in Christ, or they can be ob- 
served without ever taking them to heart and lead to condemnation. _ res vi 
23:24 The Pharisees would attach strainers to the mouths of decanters in order to avoid accidentally. 


consuming a ritually unclean substance. 
23:35 Zechariah: See note at Lk 11:51, 


23:37-39 God's deepest desire is the reconciliation of His people, yet most do not want Him, The deso- 
late house (v. 38) refers both to the temple and to the nation itself, for house can be used to mean 
“family” or “tribe” (see Ps 113:20; 134:19), Both the temple and the nation will be without God's pres- 


te wr 
23:29-39 This passage is read on days commemorating holy prophets. im ii 


ence once Christ departs, 
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«x Destruction of the Temple sm 
(MR 13:1-4; LR 21:5-7) 

Then Jesus went out and departed 

from the temple, and His disciples 





| ame up to show Him the buildings of the | 
emple.t 2And Jesus said to them, “Do you 


ot see all these things? Assuredly, I say to 
you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” 


< The Beginning of Birth Pangs .~. 
(MR 13:5-13; Lk 21:8-19) 
‘Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 


‘Tell us; when will these things be? And 


what will be the sign of Your coming; and of 
‘theend of the age?”?@ 
‘And Jesus answered and said to them: 
‘Take heed that no one deceives you.t“For 
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ, and will deceive many; And 
you will hear of wars and rumors of.wars. 
See that you are not troubled; for alla these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not 
itt "For nation will rise against nation, 
“and kingdom against kingdom. And there 
will be famines, pestilences,? and earth- 
‘wakes in various places. 8All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. 
“Then they will deliver you up to tribula- 


toyed by the Romans (see note at 22:7). 








tone Bell Li Sea 





tion and kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations for My name’s sake. And then 
many will be offended, will betray one an- 
other, and will hate one another. !!Then 
many false prophets will rise up and de- 
ceive many. '2And because lawlessness will 
abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
'S3But he who endures to the end shall be 


saved. !4And this gospel of the kingdom 


will be preached in all the world as a wit- 
ness to all the nations, and then the end 
will come.t . 


< The Great Tribulation 7- 
(Mk 13:14-23; Lk 21:20-24) 
l“Therefore when you see the ‘abomina- 
tion of desolation,’ = spoken of by Daniel 


the prophet, standing in the holy- place” 


(whoever reads, let him understand),t 
l6“then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. Let him who is on the 
housetop not go down to take anything out 
of his house. '8And let him who is in the 
field not go back to get his clothes. !9But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those 


who are-nursing babies in those. days!t 


40And pray that your flight may not be in 





24:6 *NU-Text omits all: -24:74NU=Text omits 
pestilences. 24:154¢Daniel 11:31; 12:1] 





4:1, 2 Christ's prophecy of the destruction of the temple was fulfilled in 4p 70, when the temple was” 


43-31 The Scriptures describe the end times in a variety of ways, so that no precise chronology can be 
“ermined (see Dan 7—12; Mk 13; Lk 21; 1Co 15:51-55; 1Th 4:13-17; 2Th 2:1-10; and the Book of 
elation). The Lord’s emphasis is on watchfulness and the practice of virtue rather than on construct- 
"timetables of things that have not yet happened. In Matthew's account here, the end is described as 


Kompassing (1) the initial sorrows (vv. 4-14), (2) the great tribulation (vv. 15-28), and (3) the coming 


-E Son of Man (wv. 29-31). The period of the great tribulation includes the entire Christian era and 


‘Not limited to the final years before Christ's return. 


i 15 The warnings against deception are given the most emphasis. Of particular importance is the 
thing against following a false Christ, which Jesus stresses again in vv. 11, 23-27. 


yt (See 1Th 5:1-3). 
| 


Pi The wars here refer first and foremost to the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, but certainly in- 
sequent wars. Wars are not a sign of the imminent end, but of the opposite—that the end is 


4 All these calamities and all this opposition cannot stop the spread of the gospel, and indeed, 


4 *Utions against the Church often increase the number of souls being converted. St: John Chrysos- — 






See note at Lk 23:29. | 





hi Marvels that while the Romans subdued countless Jews in a political uprising, they could not pre- 
m. er twelve Jews unarmed with anything except the gospel of Jesus Christ. 





a =f) 
“35 This passage is read on Holy Monday, the Monday before Pascha (Easter). ur -9 











winter or on the Sabbath.t 2!For then there 
will be great tribulation, such as has not 


been since the beginning of the world until 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22And unless — 


those days were shortened, no flesh would 
be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days 
will be shortened. 

23“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here 
is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 
24For false christs and false prophets will 


rise and show great signs and wonders to | 


deceive, if possible, even the elect. 2°See, I 
have told you beforehand. 

26“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He 
is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He 
is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 
27For as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes to the west, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be.t 28For wher- 
ever the carcass is, there the eagies will be 
gathered together.t 


= The End -= 
(Mk 13:24-27; Lk 21:25-28) 
2“Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light; the stars 
will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken.t 2°Then the 


MATTHEW 24:20 
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sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.t ?!And He will send 
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they will gather together His- elect 
from the four winds; from one end of 


- heaven to the other.t 


æ No One Knows the Hour > 
(MR 13:28-32; Lk 21:29-36) 


32°Now learn this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth leaves, you Know that 
summer is near. 3S0 you also, when you 
see all these things, know that it? is near— 
at the doors! *4Assuredly, I say to you, this 
generation will by no means pass away Till 
all these things take place.t Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but My words will by 
no means pass away. 

36°But of that day and hour no one 


knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 


My Father only.t® 37But as the days of Noah 


| were, SO also will the coming of the Son of 


| 24:33°Or He 24:364NU-Text adds nor the Son. 


Ee 


24:20 The severity of winter weather or respect for the Sabbath would prevent many faithful from 
fleeing quickly in a time of desperation. A spiritual interpretation given by the Fathers sees the Sabbath 
as symbolizing idleness with regard to virtue, and winter as indicating fruitlessness with regard to char- 
ity. Thus, the person who departs this life in such a spiritual state will suffer judgment. 

24:27 In what manner will Christ come back? The event will be unmistakable to the whole world. If 
there is any question or doubt, that alone is evidence that He has not returned. As Christ's return will 


shine from the east, so Orthodox Christian 


s whenever possible worship facing eastward in symbolic 


hope and anticipation of His second and glorious coming. 


24:28 See note at Lk 17:37. 


24:29 According to the Fathers, the sun will not be destroyed, but darkened in relation to the glory of 


Christ. In other words, the sun will appear to be 
of His splendor, 


dark by comparison when Christ returns in the fullness 


24:30 The sign of the Son of Man is the Cross, which will be revealed as the standard for Christ's im- 
pending judgment. While at His first coming, Christ came in humility and mortality, at His second com- 
ing, He will be revealed in power and great glory (see note at Est 6:6-9). 


24:31 They will gather: See 1Th 4:13-18. 
24:34 This generation refers to 
to those alive at the time of Christ. 
24:36 According to St. John Chr 
His return “so that men should 


all believers at all times, the generation of the Church, and not merely 


ysostom, Christ tells of the angels being unaware of the exact day of 
not seek to learn what angels do not know," and to forbid them not 


only from learning the day, but from even inquiring about it. | 
Keone to Mk 13:32, and in Chrysostom’s Matthew text, Jesus declares that the Son also does not 


ow the day of His own return. Chrysostom teaches this 


ure of speech meaning that Christ, though He 
not reveal the exact day to anyone, and that b 





is not to be understood literally, but is a fig- 


revealed all the signs that will accompany His return wt 
elievers should not be so brazen as to inquire of Him. 


=[I]= - - = 


24:36—26:2 This Passage is read on Holy Tuesday, 


the Tuesday before Pascha (Easter). — 













Man be.t 38For as in the days before the 
100d, they were eating and drinking, mar- 
ving and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered the ark, 3and did not 
now until the flood came and took them all 
away. SO also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. Then two men will be in the field: 


women will be grinding at the mill: one will 
| pe taken and the other left. 42Watch there- 
fore, for you do not Know what hour® your 
Lord is coming.* “But know this, that if the 
master of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have 
watched and not allowed his house to be 
broken into. * Therefore you also be ready, 
forthe Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 


<= We Must Be Loyal er 
(MR 13:33-37) 

4“Who then is a faithful and wise ser- 
vant, whom his master made ruler over his 
household, to give them food in' due sea- 
son? Blessed is that servant whom his 

_ master, when he comes, will find so doing. 
“Assuredly, I say to you that he will make 
him ruler over all his goods. **But if that 
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pne will be taken and the other left. 41Two- 


295 





MATTHEW 25:6 


evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is 
delaying his coming, “and begins to beat 
his fellow servants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunkards, the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he is not 
looking for him and at an hour that he is 
not aware of, “land will cut him in two and 
appoint him his portion with the hyp- 
ocrites. There shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth. 





= We Must Be Prepared 7- 


“Then the kingdom of heaven shall 
be likened to ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bride- 
groom.t4 2Now five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish. ?Those who were foolish 
took their lamps and took no oil with them, 
‘but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. But while the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 
6“And at midnight a cry was heard: 
‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out 


24:42 ®NU-Text reads day, 24:48 aNU-Text 
omits his coming. 25:6 4NU-Text omits is com- 
ing. 





24:37-41 The second coming of Christ will entail a sudden revelation of judgment. One will be taken 
to heaven and the other left for eternal condemnation. This separation of the saints from the wicked 
will occur at the coming of the Son of Man (v. 39), and not, as some teach today, at a certain time be- 


ore His second coming. 


24:42-44 The Lord's purpose in this discourse is not to make people experts on end-time prophecy. 
ather, it is so they may watch (v. 42) and be ready (v. 44), continuing in virtue and obeying Christ's 
Ommandments. This warning is illustrated in the parable of the returning master (wv. 45-51). 

25:1-13 This parable illustrates the need for being spiritually prepared while the bridegroom—Christ— 


2 iia 


Sdelayed in His return (v. 5). The Kingdom is often portrayed as a marriage (see 22:1-14 and note) be- 
een Christ and His Church. The marriage will be consummated at the end of the age when the Bride- 
#00m returns to escort His Bride—the Church—into the eternal wedding banquet. 
This parable is primarily about the virtue of charity and almsgiving, as oil and “mercy” have the same 
“ot in Greek. The wise virgins are those who practice charity and mercy in this life, while the foolish 


The fact that all the virgins slumbered and slept indicates death: in this world the virtuous will die 


*MQside the wicked. The cry at midnight indicates the Second Coming, when the wicked will arise 
"ith the righteous for judgment. The inability of the righteous to share their oil is not to be interpreted 
i à lack of generosity. Rather, it is an illustration of (1) the impossibility of entering heaven without 
ip ‘eset faith and virtue, and (2) the impossibility of changing one’s state of virtue after death (see 
| 26). 


The the PANY J| before it (24:45-51) are woven together in the liturgical 
| ‘Mes of this parable and the one betore It iet n tog | 
ns of Holy Week, particularly in the troparion hymn for Holy Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 





egins, “Behold, the Bridegroom comes at midnight, and blessed is the servant whom He shall 
n afl 


—» |] = 





ry | 
51-13 This passage is read on days commemorating holy nuns. 
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to meet him!’ ‘Then all those virgins arose 
and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 
answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not 
be enough for us and you; but go rather to 
those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
!0And while they went to buy, the bride- 
groom came, and those who were ready 


went in with him to the wedding; and the | 


door was shut. 

‘l“Afterward the other virgins came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’!2But he 
answered and Said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
i do not Know you.’ 

t3“Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour? in which the Son of 
Man is coming. 


m We Must Be Good Stewards => 

4“For the kingdom of heaven is like'a 
man traveling to 2 far country, who called 
his own Servants and delivered his goods to 
them.t lSAnd to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one, te each 
according to his own ability; and immedi- 
ately he went cn a journey. Then he who 
had received the five talents went and 
traded with them, and made another five 


talents. "And likewise he who had received | 


two gained two more also. '*But he who 
had received one went and dug in the 
ground, and hid his lord’s money. !%After a 
long time the lord of those servants came 
and settled accounts with them. 

40“So0 he who had received five talents 


came and brought five other talents, say- 
ing, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; 
look, I have gained five more talents be- | 
sides them.’ 2!His lord said to him, ‘Well | 
done, good and faithful servant; you were 


faithful over a few things, I will make you 
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ruler over many things. Enter into the joy 
of your lord’ 2He also who had received 
two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you de- 
livered to me two talents; look, I have 
gained two more talents besides them,’ 
23His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and 


faithful servant; you have been faithful 


over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord. 

24°Then he who had received the one 
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown, and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. 2?And I was afraid, and 
went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours. 

26“But his lord answered and said to 


| him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you 


knew that I reap where I have not sown, 
and gather where I have not scattered 
seed. 2/So you ought to have deposited my 
money with the bankers, and at my com- 
ing | would have received back my own 
with interest, 28So take the talent from 
him, and give it to him who has ten tal- 
ents. 

2% For to everyone who has, more will be 
given, and he will have abundance; but 
from him who does not have, even what he 
has will be taken away. And cast the un- 
profitable servant into the outer darkness. 
There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 

~. The Judgment of Works > 
“When the Son of Man comes in His 


glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 
then He will sit on the throne of His 


25:13 2NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 
25:31 8NU-Text omits holy. | 





25:14-30 This parable illustrates the use of gifts given by God. Even one talent was a great sum of pond 
money; here it represents the goodness God has bestowed on each person, The amount each receives IS 


based on that person’s abilities (Rom 12:4-7). God does not show partiality in the ultimate reward, for 


all are invited to share the same joy (vv. 21, 23). 


The wicked and lazy servant (v. 26) could not evade responsibility for ignoring his talent, for idleness 
is as much a rejection of God as outright wickedness. Burying the talent in the ground (v. 18) is an illus- 
tration of using one’s God-given gifts for earthly pursuits. The bankers (v. 27) represent other faithful 
people to whom the man could have turned to help him use his talents wisely. Since help was available 


to him in the Church, the man has no excuse. . 
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glory: All the nations will be gathered 
nefore Him, and He will separate them one 
pom another, as a shepherd divides his 
peep from the goats." “And He will set 
ne sheep on His right hand, but the goats 
on the left. ‘Then the King will say to 
hose 0n His right hand, ‘Come, you 
plessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of 
he world:t **for I was hungry and you gave 
Me food: I was thirsty and you gave Me 
jrink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 
x| was naked and you clothed Me; I was 
sick and you visited Me; I was in prison 
and you came to Me.’ | 
“Then the righteous will answer Him, 
saving, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry 
andfeed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
8When did we see You a Stranger and take 
Youin, or naked and clothe You? 2°Or when 
| did we see You sick, or in prison, and come 
You? ##And the King will answer and say 
to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch 
| a you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.’t 
‘Then He will also: say to those on the | 
lefthand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into 
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil | ` 
and his angels:t 42for I was hungry and you | 25:44 »NU-Text and M-Text omit Him. 
gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you | 26:3 *NU-Text omits the scribes. ‘ 





gave Me no drink; #31 was a stranger and 
you did not take Me in, naked and you did 
not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you 
did not visit Me.’ 
44°Then they also will answer Him,? say- 
ing, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or 
| thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then 
He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, | 
say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
Me.’ And these will go away into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righteous into eter- 
nal life.” ; 


~~. Wednesday: The Sanhedrin’s 
Conspiracy 7- 
(Mk_ 14:1, 2; Lk 22:1, 2) 

2) Now it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished all these sayings, that He 
said to His disciples,® 2“You know that after 
two days is the Passover, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”t 

3Then the chief priests, the scribes,* and 
the elders of the people assembled at the 
palace of the high priest, who was called 


Crt 





— 





———————— 


e discourse, which is not simply a parable, but a prophecy of 
me. Since the Cross is now near to Him, Jesus raises the hearer 
the sight of the glory of the Son of Man on His judgment seat and the whole world before Him. 

The standard of judgment is uncalculated mercy toward others. The works produced by faith are em- 

Phasized, for saving faith always produces righteous works. What we do reflects our true inner state. 

e least (v, 40) refers to all the poor and the needy, The needs described in this parable include both _ 
| Physical and spiritual needs. Thus, the hungry or thirsty (v. 44) are not only those who need food and 
“tink, but also those who hunger and thirst for the hope of the gospel | | 
%32 Christ uses sheep to illustrate the righteous, for they follow His voice and are gentle and produc- 
a Goats indicate the unrighteous, for they do not follow the shepherd and they walk along cliffs, 
| "ich represent sin. | A LOTON 

34 Inherit is a term used with regard to sons and daughters rather than strangers or servants, for 

righteous become children of God by adoption (Gal 4:4-7). | action 

r “0 To see Christ in everyone is the fulfillment of the great commandment to love your neighbor as 
og Self (22:39), ! 

41 That the fire was prepared for the devil 


|», ./'908e this torment by their coldness of heart, i | | 
x es | His accusers, yet He goes willingly. Unless Christ had willed- 


lesus is deli is Passion b 

5 deliver to His Passion DY ube ARS Wi , 

mi lis dicot have taken Him. After His Resurrection, many saints imitated Christ by 
y going to martyrdom. : 


: 2531-46 Here is the majestic climax of th 
Universal judgment that will indeed co 









shows that God did not create hell for man; rather, peo- 


i 





+ mE ~ = : 
3146 This passage is read on the second Sunday before Great Lent, called Meat Fare Sunday, or 
„a Y Of the Last Judgment. An BION | ) 
Saya This MeS is read on Holy Wednesday and Holy Thursday of the week before Pascha (Easter). 
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Caiaphas, ‘and plotted to take Jesus by 
trickery and kill Him. 5But they said, “Not 
during the feast, lest there be an uproar 
among the people.” 


=. Anointing for Burial m- 
(Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:1-8) 


“And when Jesus was in Bethany at the 
house of Simon the leper,t 7a woman came 
to Him having an alabaster flask of very 
costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His 
head as He Sat at the table. 3But when His 
disciples saw it, they were indignant, say- 


ing, “Why this waste? °For this fragrant oil | 


might have been soid for much and given 
to the poor.” 

lOBut when Jesus was aware of it, He said 
to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? 
For she has done a good work for Me. |For 
you have the poor with you always, but Me 
you do not have always. For in pouring 
this fragrant oi] on My body, she did it for 


My burial. '’Assuredly, | say to you, wher- | 
ever this gospel is preached in the whole 


world, what this woman has done will also 
be told as a memorial to her.”t 
= Judas betrays Jesus = 
(Mk 14:16, 11; Lk 23:3-5) 
“Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priestst Sand 
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said, “What are you willing to give me if I 
deliver Him to you?” And they counted out 
to him thirty pieces of silver. !6Sọo from 
that time he sought opportunity to betray 
Him. 


~. Thursday: The Passover Meal 7- 

(Mk 14:12-21; Lk 22:7-16, 21-30; Jn 13:21-30) 

\7Now on the first day of the Feast of the 
Unleavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want 
us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?”t 

18And He said, “Go into the city to a cer- 
tain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 
“My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover 
at your house with My disciples.” ’ ” 

19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed 
them; and they prepared the Passover. 

40When. evening had come, He sat down 
with the twelve. 2!Now as they were eating, 
He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you 
will betray Me.” 

42And they were exceedingly sorrowful, 
and each of them began to say to Him, 
“Lord; is it 1?” 

23He answered and said, “He who dipped 


| his hand with Me in the dish will betray 


Me. 24The Son of Man indeed goes just as it 
is written of Him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 


26:6-13 Jesus accepts this honor from the woman in her newly found faith, In particular, He accepts it 


as a sign of His coming burial (v. 12). Nevertheless, according to St. John Chrysostom, the disciples were 
not wrong in principle: mercy shown to the poor is more fitting than outward signs shown even to God 
(25:40; Jam 1:27). However, they did not understand that once the gift had been given, it was a greater 
mercy to accept it with love. “If anyone had asked Christ before the woman did this, He would not 
have approved it. But after she had done it, He looks only to the gift itself. For after the fragrant oil 
had been poured, what good was a rebuke? Likewise, if you should see anyone providing a sacred ves- 
sel or ornament for the walls of the church, do not spoil his zeal. But if beforehand he asks about it, 
command him to give instead to the poor” JohnChr). — 

26:6 Simon the leper must have been healed by Jesus earlier, for lepers were forbidden to live in towns. 
26:13 Because of her fervent faith, Jesus promises perpetual public memory of this woman. There is no 
consensus among the Fathers as to her identity in relation to accounts of similar events in Mk 14:3-9; 
Lk 7:36-38; and Jn 12:1-8. Some Fathers say that there were three different women in these four ac- 
counts, others that there were only two. 

26:14-16 Judas on his own initiative seeks to betray Jesus. His motives have been debated, but the Fa- 
thers and the liturgical hymns declare that greed was his primary motive. This is revealed in Jn 12:4-6, 
where Judas was particularly upset about the “waste” of myrrh in the preceding story because he was a 
thief (see also 1Ti 6:10).The phrase one of the twelve is not used so much to identify Judas, who was 
already known by Matthew’s hearers, but to emphasize the depth of the betrayal—that it was one of 
Christ's closest followers. 

26:17-19 The Passover commemorates God's deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt to the Land of 
Promise. It prefigures the Passion of Christ, the new Passover (Gr. Pascha), God's redemption of all hu- 
manity from sin and death, and entrance into the promised Kingdom. Whether the first day of the 
Feast was Passover or the day before Passover is debated among the Fathers (see also note at Jn 19:14). 
What is certain is that Jesus regarded the meal with the disciples to be the Passover meal. | 


_ pread, blessed* and broke it, and gave it to | 














nave been good for that man if he had not 
peen born.” 

Then Judas, who was betraying Him. 
answered and said, “Rabbi, is it 1?” 


He said to him, “You have said it.” 


~ Institution of the Eucharist = 
(MR 14:22-26; LR 22:15-20) 
And as they were eating, Jesus. took 


ne disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My 
dy.”" 

Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. 2*For this is My blood of the newa 
covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. But I say to you, I will 
not drink of this fruit of the vine from now 
on until that day when | drink it new with 
you in My Father’s kingdom."t 

#And when they had sung a hymn, they 


went out to the Mount of Olives. 


= Prediction of Peter's Denial = 
(Mk 14:27-31; Lk 22/31-38; Jn 13:36-38) 
Then Jesus said to tnem, “All of you will 
be made to stumble because of Me this 


night, for it is written: 


T will strike the Shepherd, 3 
And the sheep of the flock will be 
Scattered. '4 


_ {521 


32But after I have been raised, I will go be- 
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fore you to Galilee.” 
33Peter answered and said to Him, “Even 


| if all are made to stumble because of You, I 


will never be made to stumble.” - 
44Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to 
you that this night, before the rooster 


| crows, you will deny Me three times.” 


49Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die 
with You, I will not deny You!” 
And so said all the disciples. 


< Gethsemane: Jesus’ Prayers -~ 
(MR 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46; Jn 18:1) 

36Then Jesus came with them to a place 
called Gethsemane, and said to the disci- 
ples, “Sit here while I go and pray‘ over 
there.” °7And He took with Him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to 
be sorrowful and deeply distressed. **Then 
He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and 
watch with Me.” 

39He went a little farther and fell on His 
face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it 
is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nev- 
ertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”t 


26:26 2M-Text reads gave thanks for. 
26:28 =NU-Text omits new, 26:31 °Zechariah 
13:7 


26:24, 25 That it is written of Him does not cancel Judas’ responsibility. God foresees but does not 
Guse the evil actions of humans, who always have free will (see also note at Lk 22:3). Jesus lets Judas 


| “Cuse himself, yet even hearing that Christ knew of his deception, Judas does not repent. 


26:26-28 Jesus institutes the Eucharist, the long-awaited messianic banquet, to which He admits even 
ludas (compare Est 7), seeking by all means to save Him. Because of his wicked heart, Judas’ participa- 


ton leads to his condemnation (1Co 11:27-30). 


Christ's words are repeated in the Divine Liturgy, inviting the faithful to receive His body and blood. 
N Holy Communion, we are truly united to Christ. (See note at Lk 22:19, 20.) He gave thanks (from the 
ek word for “eucharist”) to teach us (1) how we are to celebrate this sacrament, (2) that He comes 


"95 for ultimate good. 


Ch 


Millingly to His Passion, and (3) to accept sufferings with thankfulness, knowing that God can use suffer- 


The Old Covenant was sealed with the blood of bulls and goats. The New is sealed by the gift of 
‘Ist, Who shed His own blood to conquer sin and death and to reconcile us with God. Christ calls it 


mood of the new covenant, which is God's promise and the fulfillment of the Law. By new, He 
gans this covenant brings immortality and incorruptible life; this covenant will always have the quality 


aes For many; See note at 20:24-28. 
“LIT 


he Fathers teach that Jesus also drinks the cup of His own Blood: This He does to lead all believ- 


‘s into Participation in His heavenly mysteries. In My Father's kingdom relates to the time after His 


lE “ection, when Christ will eat and drink to show the raay ie eee over death (Lk 24:41-43). 
Bea “More, jt points to the eternal banquet of the Kingdom in the age to come, 


Hs de This cup refers to Christ's impending death. According to His divine nature, Jesus willingly goes to 


Dra ath, As a man, He wishes He cou 


rth 





id avoid It, for it is the mark of humanity to abhor death. He 

YS if it jg : Him, thus giving abundant proof of His human nature. Nev- 
tis possible that it be taken from Him, giving i sR 

Will ess, Jesus is without sin and completely subjects and unites His human will to the Father's divine 


MATTHEW 26:40- 
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and 
found them sleeping, and said to Peter, 
“What! Could you not watch with Me one 


“Then He came to the disciples 


hour? *!Watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.”t 

42 Again, a second time, He went away 
and prayed, saying, “O, My Father, if this 


cup cannot pass away from Me unless? I- 
drink it, Your will be done.” #And He came | 


and found them asleep again, for their eyes 
were heavy. 

“So He left them, went away again, and 
prayed the third time, saying the same 


words. *°Then He came to His disciples and 


said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 





thus?” 

In that hour Jesus said to the multi- 
tudes, “Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? 
I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple. 
and you did not seize Me. *But all this was 
done that the Scriptures of the prophets 
might be fulfilled.” | 

Then all the disciples forsook Him and 
fled. l 


=; Before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin >- 
(Mk 14:53-65; Lk 22:54, 63-65; Jn 18:13-24) 


5Arid those who had laid hold of Jesus 
led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, 


resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the | where the scribes and the elders were as- 
Son of.Man: is being betrayed into the | sembled. 58But Peter followed Him at a dis- 
hands of sinners. *°Rise, let us be going. | 

See, My betrayer is at hand.” 


s. Betrayed, Arrested, Forsaken o> 


(Mk 14:43-52; Lk 22:47-53; Jn 18:2-12) 


S3INjow the chief priests, the elders, and 


| 
all the council sought false testimony 


“And while He was still speaking, be- | against Jesus to put Him to death, but 


hold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great | 


multitude with swords and clubs, came 


ple. 
48Now His betrayer had given them a 
sign, saying, “Whomever | kiss, He is the 


One; seize Him.” 49Immediately he went up | 


to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed Him. 

But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why 
have you come?” | 

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 


and took Him. °!'And suddenly, one of those | 


who were with Jesus stretched out his hand 
and drew his sword, struck the servant of 
the high priest, and cut off his ear. | 
52But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword 
in its place, for all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword.t Or do you think 
that I cannot now pray to My Father, and 
He will provide Me with more than twelve 





26:41 Watch and pray: The key to Christian spirituality and our struggle against temptation. By this, the 








legions of angels? °4How then could the | 


found none. Even though many false wit- 


é 3 -009s Sine | nesses came forward, they found none.’ 
from the chief priests and elders of the peo: | Eut at last two false witnesses? came for- 


i ward ‘land said, “This fellow said, ‘I am 


able to destroy the temple of God and to 
build it in three days.’ ”t 

62And the high priest arose and said to 
Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it 
these men testify against You?” “But Jesus 
kept silent. And the high priest answered 


| and said to Him, “I put You under oath by 


the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, 
the Son of God!” | 

64Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. 
Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you 





26:42 ®NU-Text reads if this may not pass away 
unless. 26:529M-Text reads die. 26:59 #NU- 
Text omits the elders. 26:60°NU-Text puts a 
comma after but found none, does not capital- 
ize Even, and omits they found none. "NU-Text 
omits false witnesses. 


Lord’s human soul is strengthened, and He faces death with divine courage. In contrast to our Lord's 
vigilance, the disciples sleep. Since body and soul are united, the spirit is paralyzed by a lethargic body. 
A willing spirit, recognizing the weakness of the flesh, struggles against its weakness, relying on God's 


presence and power. 


26:52-54 Jesus rebukes Peter (identified in Jn 18:10) for using the sword, for he still does not under- 
stand that Christ is going to His death willingly, that salvation for mankind might be fulfilled. A legion 
is 6,000 soldiers, so twelve legions equal 72,000 angels. That this death was foretold in the Scriptures 
served to strengthen the disciples at their hour of greatest test. , | 
26:61 The people misunderstand the Lord's words reported in Jn 2:19-21. Some Jews believed the tem- 
ple would be destroyed and a new one built by the Messiah, 











_ 
„ilı see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
| hand of the Power, and coming on the 
jouds of heaven.”t 
Then the high priest tore his clothes. 
ying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What 
| pyrther need do we have of witnesses? 


Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! | 


what do you think?” 
They answered and said, “He is desery- 
ing of death.” 
| Then they spat in His face and beat 


Him; and others struck Him with the palms | 


of their hands, **saying, “Prophesy to us. 
Christ! Who is the one who struck You?” 


«n Peter’s Three Denials = 
| (Mk 14:54, 66-72; Lk 22:54-62: Jn 18:15-18; 
| 25-27) 
_ Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. 
| And a servant girl came to him, saying, 
‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee.”t 
| 


“But he denied it before them ail, saying, | 


‘Ido not know what you are saying.” 

And when he had gone out to the gate- 
way, another girl saw him and said to those 
who were there, “This fellow also was with 
Jesus of Nazareth.” 

“But again he denied with an oath, “I do 
hot know the Man!” 

“And a little later those who stood by 
“ame up and said to Peter, “Surely you also 
ae one of them, for your speech betrays 
you.” | 
“Then he began to curse and swear, say- 
£, “I do not know the Man!” 


| 

















fler remembered the word of Jesus who 
“ad said to him, “Before the rooster crows, 
| 40U will deny Me three times.” So he went 
| Sut and wept bitterly. 


26: 


na See notes at Lk 22:56, 61. 
Pati 
| 2, -£ governor, 
| hent 
aven in the NT, here and in Acts 1:16-19. 
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Immediately a rooster crowed. “And | 


A 








m MATTHEW 27110 
~. Friday: The Sanhedrin Delivers 
Jesus to Pilate sa~ 
(MR 15:1; Lk 22:66—23:1) 

J) / When morning came, all the chief 

priests and elders of the people 
plotted against Jesus to put Him to death.© 
2And when they had bound Him, they led 


Him away and delivered Him to Pontius? 


Pilate the governor.t 


æ The Death of Judas .~ 

’Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He 
had been condemned, was remorseful and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders,t ‘saying, “I 
have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 

And they said, “What is that to us? You 
see to it!” iP - 

“Then he threw down the pieces of silver 
in the temple and departed, and went and 
hanged himself. 

“But the chief priests took the silver 
pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them 
into the treasury, because they are the price 
of blood.” 7And they consulted together 


and bought with them the potter’s field, to 


bury strangers in. Therefore that field has 


been called the Field of Blood to this day. 


“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of 


| Him who was priced, whom they of the 


children of Israel priced, “and gave them 


for the potter’s field, as the LORD directed 


me. "aA 





27:2 *“NU-Text omits Pontius. 
39:6-9 | 


27:10 Jeremiah 


“964-66 Quoti | and Dan 7:13, Jesus confesses that He is the Messiah, both fully Man 
od fully Bice se Shr One could sit at the right hand of the Power, sharing authority with the 
ther, This statement was clearly understood by the high priest to be a claim of equality with God the 
Mer (v, 65). For a mere man to claim this was punishable by death (Lv 24:16), but Christ is no mere 

"^ and thus this declaration of equality is not blasphemy, 


| 2 While the religious Law dictated the death penalty for blasphemers (Lv 24:16), under Roman occu- 
fo 9N, the Jews were prohibited from carrying out an execution. Thus, they had to get permission 


In contrast to Peter, who repented in his sorrow (26:75), Judas is remorseful but does not | 
_” Uicide is not a sign of repentance but of being self-absorbed, Two accounts of Judas’ suicide 


Y > (1 - - 
61 This passage is read at Vespers of Great and Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 








MATTHEW 27:11 Pee aes ee lh fo eee 
™ “King of the Jews” «= of the two do you want me to release to 
(Mk 15:1-5; Lk 23:1-7; Jn 18:28-38) you?” 


Now Jesus stood before the governor. | They said, “Barabbas!” 


) he g ed Him, saying, “Ar “Pilate said to them, “What then shall I 
an ae kine Sitna ott Sanit ` do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 


Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”t | i mo all said to him, “Let Him be cruci- 
i2And while He was being accused by the | 60° | BA cir ioa, 
chief priests and elders, He answered noth- | _ ~ Then imegovemor said, “Why; what eyil 
ing. has He done?” | 

\3Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not ote wean the more, saying, 
WRUPENGHE Fle anceean etl cesta “When Pilate saw that he could not pre- 
word, so that the governor marveled | Vail at all, but rather that a tumult was ris- 
greatly. | ing, he took water and washed his hands 

before the multitude, saying, “I am inno- 
= Pilate Barters over Barabbas = cent of the blood of this just Person.’ You 
(Mk 15:6-15; Lk 23:13-25; Jn 18:39, 40) | see to Les : | 

‘SNow at the feast the governor was ac- | _-’/nd all the people answered and said, 
customed to releasing to the multitude one | he blood be on us and on our childr en. t 
prisoner whom they wished. '*And at that | “Then he released Barabbas to them, 
time they had a notorious prisoner called | aNd when he had scourged Jesus, he deliv- 
Barabbas.*t !’Therefore, when they had ered Him to be crucified. 
gathered together, Pilate said to them, | "A Saldiers: Mock lesus as Kine enn 
“Whom do you want me to release to you? | (Mk 15:16-20) 


— 


Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?”? FT 


“Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole garrison around Him.t 28And they 
stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on 
Him. 2?When they had twisted a crown of 
thorns, they put iton His head, and a.reed 
in His right hand. And they bowed the knee 
before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail. 
King of the Jews!” “°Then they spat on Him, 


l8For he knew that they had handed Him 
over because of envy. ~ 

“While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have 
nothing to do with that just Man, for I have 
suffered many things today in a dream be- 
cause of Him.” 

“But the chief priests and elders pèr- 
suaded the multitudes that they should ask 
for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 2!'The goy- 27:16 *NU-Text reads Jesus.Barabbas. 
ernor answered and said to them, “Which | 27:24 sNU-Text omits just. | 
27:11-14 The chief priests hide their real charge against Jesus—the claim of equality with God— 
because this would not persuade the governor to sentence Him to death. Instead, they present a charge 
of treason—that Jesus called Himself the King of the Jews. This crime would carry the death penalty, for 
it was a challenge to Roman rule. | gave 
27:16 Jesus is the true Son of the Father, yet the name Barabbas means “son of the father.” Ironically, 
the crowds must choose between one Son of the Father and the other. By influencing the crowds to 
choose Barabbas (v. 20), the chief priests indicate to which father they belong—the devil (Jn 8:44). 
27:17-26 See note at Lk 23:13-25, | | 
27:25 This verse has been used by certain groups to try to justify persecuting Jews, which is a grave and 
terrible sin, What was seen by many as a curse is in fact a blessing invoked unwittingly, for the Lord’s 
blood is the source of their redemption, Furthermore, these words are implicitly spoken by anyone who 
sins. St. John Chrysostom teaches that even though these Jews “acted with such madness, so far from ~ 
confirming a sentence on them or their children, Christ instead received those who repented and > 
counted them worthy of good things beyond number.” He then notes the thousands who were con- 
verted in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41) as evidence of Christ's mercy. ives 
27:27-31 Every king is proclaimed by his soldiers. Even though the intention was mockery, it is 
prophetic that Jesus should be crowned and hailed as King by soldiers of the governor (see also Jn 
11:49-51, where Caiaphas unwittingly prophesies of Christ's redemptive work). This mockery shows Je- 
sus as the One despised and rejected by men who bears the iniquity of us all (see Is 53:3-9). Jesus iss ` 
clothed in scarlet, representing both His royalty and the sins of humanity which He has taken upon — 





Himself. alani 





and took the reed and struck Him on the 
ead. 3LAnd when they had mocked Him, 
hey took the robe off Him, put His own 
sothes on Him, and led Him away to be 
crucified. 
œ The Crucifixion = 
(Mk 15:20-32; LR 23:26-43; Jn 19:16-27) 

Now: as they came. out, they found a 
man. of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they 
compelled to. bear His cross.t 33And when 


| they had come to a place called Golgotha, 
| that is to say, Place of .a Skull, #4they gave 


Him-sour* wine mingled with gall to drink. 


| But when He had tasted it, He would not 
| drink 


Then they crucified Him, and divided 


| His garments, casting lots, that it might be 
- fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: 


‘They divided My garments among 
them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots.” 


| *Sitting down, they Kept watch over Him 
there. 37And they put up over His head the 
| accusation written against Him: a 


THIS IS JESUS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


| Then two robbers were crucified with 


: Him, wagging their heads and. saying, | 


: 21:32-44 Jesus accepts mockery and endures the weakness of our body in His own to take upon Him- 
l OU! sufferings. This He accomplishes by uniting His divine nature to our human nature. His human- 
| ity jg indeed our humanity. Although He has no sin, He was made to be sin for us, that through His flesh 


| “might condemn sin itself (Rom 8:3; 2Co 5:21; Heb 2:9). Two robbers (v. 38): Although one would 


in, one on the right and another on the 
eft, | 


“And those who passed by blasphemeéd 


°U Who destroy the temple and build it in 
ree days, save Yourself! If You are the Son 
od, come down from the cross.” 


Likewise the chief priests also, mocking, 





‘elf 


look His cry of “Why have You forsaken me?” 


and 
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MATTHEW 27:51 


with the scribes and elders,’ said, 42“He 
saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He 
is the King of Israel, let Him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe 
Him.’ #He trusted in God; let Him deliver 
Him now if He will have Him; for He said, 
‘Lam the Son of God’ ” 

“Even the robbers who’ were crucified 
with Him reviled Him with the same thing: 


~~ The Death of Jesus 7 
(MR 15:33-41; Lk 23:4449; Jn 19:28-30) 
45Now from the sixth hour until the ninth 
hour there was darkness over all the land.t 


| And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out 


with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 
Sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, 
why have You forsaken Me?”at 

47Some. of those who ‘stood there, when 
they heard that, said, “This Man is calling 
for Elijah!” 48Immediately one of them ran 
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine 
and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him 
to. drink. vhod s 

“The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see 
if Elijah will come to save Him.” 

%And Jesus cried out again with a loud 
voice, and yielded up His spirit.t 

°!Then, behold, the veil of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom; and the 


27:34 "NU-Text omits sour. 27:35 °8NU-Text and- 
M-Text omit the rest of this verse. Psalm 21:19 
27:41 *M-Text reads with the scribes, the __ 
Pharisees, and the elders. 27:42 8NU-Text 
reads He is the King of Israel! "NU-Text and 
M-Text read we will believe in Him. 


27:46 "Psalm 21:2) 


| p fepent (Lk 23:39-43); at first both criminals mock Jesus (v. 44). . bil 
2. 5 Darkness; See Zec 14:6, 7; Am 8:9. inis i atl 
Jesus ich foretold the very details o 
M Hie a oa e AUIE TR could be misinterpreted as a cry of despair. Since He . 
9N Our natur ; experiences our alienation from God in His humanity, knowing our suffering ` 
f distress, yet ean IOa He speaks these words in the name of humanity, completely | 
Ng With us in our condition, for in His divinity, He is never forsaken by the Father. | 


the Crucifixion. Taken without the rest of the 


den- 


Olg Yielded up His spirit: Christ's death was voluntary to the very end, for even on the Cross, His life 


athe 
| Nem 


NOt be taken from Him against 


‘Which is death itself (1Co 15:20-28; 





His will. Christ accepts death on the Cross neither $ tocaue ne l 

S pUnishme half, nor to satisfy the Father's need for blood-justice (as if God would — 
Nd such Mi Gheal by entering death as the divine Son of God, He can destroy this last 
~ see note at Lk 23:46). i al apaes vic? GSP 
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earth quaked, and the rok were splitt 


“and the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised;t and coming out of the 


graves after His resurrection, they went | 


into the holy city and appeared to many. 
5S0 when the centurion and those with 

him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and the things that had hap- 


pened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly - 


this was the Son of God!”t 


And many women who followed Jesus | 
from Galilee, ministering to Him, were | 


there looking on from afar, 5Samong whom 


were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of | 


James and Joses,? and the mother of 
Zebedee’s sons.t 
-™ The Burial of Jesus > 
(MR .15:42-46; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42) 
“Now when evening had coms. there 


came a rich man from Arimathea. named | 


Joseph, who himself had also become a dis- 
ciple of Jesus.t *8This man went to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus, Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be given to | 
him. "When Joseph had taken the body. he 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and iaid | 
it in his new tomb which he had hewn out 
of the rock; and he rolled a large stone 
against the door of the tomb, and de- 
parted.t !And Mary Magdalene was there, 





and the other Mary, sitting opndsite: the 
tomb. 


æ Saturday: Guards at the Tomb m- 


60n the next day, which followed the 
Day of Preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate 
63saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was 
still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After 
three days I will rise. Therefore com- 
mand that the tomb be made secure until 
the third day, lest His disciples come by 
night and steal Him away, and Say to the 
people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the 
last deception will be worse than the first.” 

6Pilate said to them, “You have a guard: 
go your way, make it as secure as you know 
how.” ®So they went and made the tomb 
secure, sealing the stone and setting the 
guard., 


~n 


| < Sunday: Christ Is Risen = 

| (MR 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-10) 

Ze ð Now after the Sabbath, as the first 
day of the week began to dawn, 

| Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came 

to see the tomb.4 2And behold, there was a 

great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 


——_: 


27:56 *=NU-Text reads Joseph. 27:642NU-Text 
omits by night. 








27:51 The veil that separated the Most Holy Place from the rest of the temple was a symbol of the sep- 
aration between God and man. Christ's death opens the way into the presence of God for all people, 
giving people access to that which is the most holy of all: God Himself. In many Orthodox churches, 
there is a curtain between the altar and the nave which is drawn open during liturgical services to em- 
phasize that communion with God, which was at one time sealed off from para. is now available 


to all who approach in faith. 


27:52, 53 The completeness of the salvation won by Christ is signified in the resurrection of the saints 
from the OT. This guarantees the promise given to Ezekiel that God can and will one day open the 
graves of all mankind (Ezk 37:1-14). The saints entering the holy city is an icon of resurrected humanity 
entering the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb 11:10; 12:22, 23; Rev 21:2—22:5). 

27:54 The centurion, a Gentile, realizes Jesus has dominion over nature, and therefore acknowledges 
Him as the Son of God. Tradition knows this soldier as St. Longinos. | 

27:56 Mary the mother of James and Joses; Most Fathers teach this was the Virgin Mary, being in fact 
the stepmother of James and Joses (see 13:55; compare Mk 15:40, 47). Theophylact summarizes the 
teaching of the Fathers in this way: “James and Joses were sons of Joseph by his first wife. And since 
the Theotokos was called the ‘wife’ of Joseph, she is rightly called the ‘mother’ of his children, meaning 


vo 


‘stepmother’. 


27:57, 58 To ask for the body of Jesus is a bold public act for this wealthy man, showing that his faith 


has overcome any fear. 


27:60 He is buried in a new tomb so that no suspicion might later arise that another had risen instead 


of Christ. 





~~ 





27:62-66 This passage is read at Matins of Great and Holy Saturday, the Saturday before Pascha 


(Easter). 


28:1-20 This passage is read on Great and Holy Saturday. 








sescended from heaven, and came and 
„lled back the stone from the door, and 
cat on it.t SHis countenance was like light- 





jing, and his clothing as white as snow. | 


and the guards shook for fear of him, and 
ecame like dead men. 

‘But the angel answered and said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
ou seek Jesus who was crucified.t 6He is 
not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, 


risen from the dead, and indeed He is going 
before you into Galilee; there you will see 
Him. Behold, I have told you.” 

So they went out quickly from the tomb 


with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His 
| doubted. 


disciples word. 
œ Jesus Appears to the Women 7> 

3And as they went to tell His disciples,? 
behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” 
So they came and held Him by the feet and 
worshiped Him. !°Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell My’ brethren 
to go to Galilee, and there they will see 
Me.” 


- Deceit of Jewish Authorities -7> 
Now while they were going, behold, 
some of the guard came into the city and 
reported to the chief priests all the things 
that had happened. !2When they had as- 


1527 





NAVE ETa EANET 


sembled with the elders and consulted to- 
gether, they gave a large sum of money to 


the soldiers, "saying, “Tell them, ‘His disci- 


ples came at night and stole Him away 
while we slept.’t And if this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will appease him and 
make you secure.” !°So they took the 
money and did as they were instructed; and 
this saying is commonly reported among 


the Jews until this day. 
see the place where the Lord lay. 7And go | 
quickly and tell His disciples that He is | 


~. The Great Commission 7- 
(Mk 16:14-18; Lk 24:4449) 
l6Then the eleven disciples went away 
into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus 
had appointed for them. "When they saw 
Him, they worshiped Him; but some 


I8And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth:t !%Go therefore? 
and make disciples of all the nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,t 2°teach- 
ing them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you al- 
ways, even to the end of the age.” Amen.®t 





28:2 aNU-Text omits from the door. 28:9 =NU- 
Text omits the first clause of this verse. 

28:19 2M-Text omits therefore. 28:20°®NU-Text 
omits Amen. 


28:2 The earthquake is a sign of our Lord's great victory over death, foreshadowing the general resur- 
ection of all humanity. Note that the angel does not roll back the stone to let the Lord out, for in His 
glory, Christ could pass through solid rock (see Jn 20:19). Rather, this allows the witnesses in to see that 


Ne has already risen. 


28:5, 6 These women are the first witnesses of the supreme event in all history: the Resurrection of 
Christ and the destruction of death. The angel refers to Christ as the One who was crucified, teaching 
4s not to shy away from His death, but to glory jn the Cross (1Co 2:2; Gal 6:14), which is the weapon 


0 


Christ used to destroy death and the trophy of His victory. At the liturgical services of Pascha (Easter), 
thodox Christians sing the following hymn hundreds of times: “Christ is risen from the dead, tram- 


bling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” As St. Paul says, “If Christ is 


“otrisen, your faith is futile” (1Co 15:17). 


13 This lie is absurd, in that His disciples were afraid and had gone into hiding, Furthermore, most 


"gly endure such sufferings over a known fallacy. 
nibh All authority has been given to Me: 
| sy US is now also possessed by H 
‘tinal enemy—death (1Co 15:20-28). 
CAU Great Commission—our Lord 
bie until He returns again. Making 
toy ch of God. The power of the Resurre 
a Istian life and mission. 
Ho 5 Christ Himself is present in ea 
me Pirit, for neither can be separa 
Unt / that we will be separated from 
e ages of ages. Amen. 





them went on to suffer terrible persecution and martyrdom. It is unthinkable that they would will- 


Christ declares that the authority that was His by nature in 
is glorified human nature. This human nature has now trampled 


' final commandment given on earth—is to be lived out in the 
disciples cannot be done in the strength of man, but only in the 
ction is not only for Jesus Himself, but is given to all believers 


ch believer and in the Church always, both personally and in the 
ted from the other. To the end of the age does not by any means 
Him at the end of the world. He is with us now, and forever, and 
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( Aut be LOT Mark the Rue also. seve: as Wane. Mark, i$ wai sled by 

X the ancient Church as the author of this gospel. He traveled with Paul and 
Barnabas and later aided Peter (LP 5:13). According to tradition, Mark 
subsequently used Peter’s teaching as his primary source for this gospel, 
adding to it his. personak experience and other church: traditions. 


' Date ETAs with the other gospels, the exact date. of writing is uncertain. 


Because of iteconnection ‘with Romë and its lack of any clear reference to 
the destruction of Jerusal ern { i: 2), the Gospel of Mark may ‘be dated shortly 
before the fall of Jerusalem i in ADe a Maiy believe this was the first of the 


in ts 


four gospels to’ be written. 


May or I} ten: 1€ = Jesus Christi as 5 Servant ng Sacrif fice. Subthemes include: 


an (1) The DEEA Messiah. Christ who acts with power and authority, is 
nevertheless a suffering Messiah (8:27—-33), One who has come to serve 
and give His life for many (10: 45). Jesus is clearly the Son of God (1:1, 
11:9:7;14:61, 62), who has power over demons, heals the sick, and 
forgives sins (1:23-25; 2: 10, 11). But He also possesses: full humanity, 

expressed through the: agony. of Gethsemane and the suffering on the 





== — el 


Cross. 
(2) The messianic 2 cecret, Mark underscores the fact that Jesus veiled His ae 
messianic identity, He commanded demons, the people He healed, and 
_eyen the disciples to keep silent about His messiahship (1: 34, 44. 8: 30) 
until He Himself revealed the mystery before the Sanhedrin (14: 62). In 
this gospel Peter confesses Jesus only as “the Christ” (8:29; ‘contrast — 
Mt 16:16; Jn 6: 69). Only after the Resurrection do His followers 


recognize Him as God (16:14). GIAA BON SU ik 


~ (3) Discipleship. Though the word “disciple” never occurs in Mark, Jesus calls 
His followers to uncompromising and heroic commitment. True disciples 


take up their crosses and suffer with Jesus (8: 34—38). | 


Back roui nd- Aone to some Church Fathers, Mark i is writing 1 for the 
_ Christian community of Rome, which either was experiencing the great 
persecution by Nero (beginning in AD 64) or was caught up: in the | 
apocalyptic feryor occasioned by the Jewish war (Jerusalem was ee in, 


‘AD 70). Mark tells the. story of Jesus so his Arfer may see their own | 
s ufern as a prelude to the glorious Second Coming of. f Jesus a and iay 
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discern the reward of those who endure to the end. The suffering andthe 
glory are equally real: this was true for Jesus and will be true for all believers. 











The earliest manuscripts of Mark end abruptly at 16:8. Later manuscripts 
provide additional material (16:9—20), included in this and other versions, 
which the Church recognizes as inspired. so gail | 

„Outline 


[. Prologue: Preparation for the Ministry ii] B. Jesus relatés to the Gentiles (7:24 8:26) ` 






(ESen C.The glory of the kingdom revealed ` 
ll: The Galilean Ministry: The Kingdom Is at L alu (8327-9313) at S1oiSd 
Hand (1:14——6:29) . D. The response of this world (9:14—50) 
A. Jesus manifests the’ power of the «OIV Journey to Jerusalem: The Kingdom's 
kingdom (1:14—45) CD eu) 2 DDisciplinė (101452) 1 2) 
B- Israel is divided over Jesus authority >? V. Ministry in Jerusalem: Rejection, 
(2:1-=5;43) . > Persecution! (11: 1—16:20) 
C. Nazareth divided: doubters and disciples A; The Messiah made manifest ~ 
(6:1-13) F la (14:1—43:37) iporaeie a6 
D.The Forerunnér beheaded (6:1'4—29) | B. Betrayal and: Passover meal (14:1-31) 
Ill; Ministry: Beyond: Galilee: The Kingdom |» | 1 C. The’ Passion! (14:32——-15:47) - >» 
and the World (6:30-9:50) : nu DiThe Resurrection (16:1-20) 
A. Jesus relatés to: the Jews (6:30-7:23) if ae) | > 
Se DN Ea WO NS It IER 





a. John: Forerunner of Christ => | to him and were all baptized by him in the 
(Mt 3:1-12: Lk 3:1-18; In 1:19-23). -427| Jordan: River, confessing their sins. 
eae ae! -§Now John was clothed with camel’s hair 
Christ the Son of God" AS a Sees and with a leather belt around his waist, 
in the Prophets: : i and he ate locusts and wild honey.t 7And he 
| preached, saying, “There comes One after 
me who is mightier than I, whose sandal 


“p ; > 
ele I pene My messenger before | | trap’l am not worthy to, stoop. down. and 
Who a PFE N betore loose. §I indeed baptized you with water, 
oti epare Your way but He will baptize you with the. Holy 
Ai eae S irit.” 
“The voice of one crying in the p 
wilderness: = Jesus Baptized and Tempted -> 


(Mt 3:13—4:11; Lk 3:21—4:13; Jn 1:29-34) 
IIt came to pass in those days that Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
ohn came baptizing in the wilderness baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
| “Preaching a baptism of repentance for it et ) ) - 
Ie remission of sins. 5Then all the land of | 1-2 «NU-Text reads Isaiah the prophet. "Malachi 
| “ea, and those from Jerusalem, went out | 3:1 1:3 «Isaiah 40:3 


Prepare the way of the LORD; 
Make His paths straight.’ 





l 
3 





Veg 

* See notes on Mt 3:1-12; Lk 3:1-18. 

; Gospel (lit, “good news” or "good tidings”) refers not to Mark's writings per se, but to the story of 
| the fe, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the good news of our salvation. Beginning points to 
rs Mening events of Christ's public ministry, namely the preparation by His forerunner, St. John the 


Map 
| f i t, and ipebi : j h him. = 
M6 eh dae adi ese that of Elijah (4Kg 1:8), which helps to show that he fulfills 


the..." is clothed in a manner similar to t Kg 
hg ‘ophecy of Elijah’s return (see article “John the Baptist"). 


' 10 See notes at Mt 3:15-17 and Lk 3:21, 22. i , 


i Eve of the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


1; 
| Meo. This passage is read on January 9, the 
Phany), 








>>>8J OHN THE BAPTIST#aaa 


=) “John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the re- 
ap mission of sins” (Mk. 1:4). 
As John the Baptist plays a crucial role in the history of salvation. Chosen before his 
A©™ birth to be the herald and forerunner of the Messiah (Lk 1:13-17), he knew his Lord 

“ from the beginning, Luke writes of John’s miraculous conception (Lk 1:24). He then 
records that when the Virgin Mary visited Elizabeth, who was then six months pregnant with 
John the Baptist, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped at the sound of Mary’s voice (Lk 1:41), 


Jesus taught that John fulfilled the prophecy of the return of Elijah (Mt 11:14), who was 
to precede the Messiah as “the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lorp’” (Mt 3:3; Mk 1:3; Lk 3:4; Jn. 1:23). 

Shortly before Jesus began His public ministry, John went out to the wilderness of Jordan 
to prepare the way for the Messiah. He carried out his prophetic role with a brotherhood of 
disciples characterized by repentance, in expectation of the Kingdom, baptism for forgiveness of 
sins, bearing the fruit of righteousness, and spiritual discipline. John himself lived by an ascetic 
rule of poverty and fasting; in fact, he may have been a lifelong Nazirite (see Lk 1:15; Nm 6). 
His eyes were set not on the body and its desires, but on Christ the Lord, and his influence 
was widespread (see Mk 11:32; Lk 7:29; Acts 18:25; 19:1-7). 

John prophesied Messiah was coming, One immeasurably greater than himself, “whose 
sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose” (Mk 1:7). This One would baptize 
not only with water but with the Holy Spirit (Mk 1:8). When Jesus appeared before him to be 
baptized, John was humbled, realizing he was in need of being baptized by Jesus (Mt 3:14). 
But Jesus knew what was fitting “to fulfill al! righteousness” (Mt 3:15), and John obeyed. 
Thus, came about the event so familiar in Orthodox icons: Christ in the Jordan being baptized 
by John as the Holy Spirit descends on Him in the ferm of a dove. The Father’s voice from 
heaven declares,.“This.is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt.3:17). 

John’s work was crucial to Jesus’ ministry. Jesus considered John’s testimony important— 
not because Jesus, the: Son of God, needed’ to be validated by any human witness, but because 
the people’s acceptance of John as a godly man prepared them to accept Jesus as well 
(Jn 5:33-35). Jesus’ first disciples came from John’s brotherhood (Jn 1:35-39), and the va- 
cancy in the apostolic college left by Judas’ betrayal was filled by one who had been 
John’s follower (Acts 1:22). Crate a 

John the Baptist died a martyr for Christ (Mk 6:24-29). The Orthodox Church by 
commemorates him in special hymns every Tuesday, as well as on designated feast days © we 
throughout the year. re 
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mediately, coming up froma the water, 
| » saw the heavens parting and the Spirit 
jescending upon Him like a dove. Then a 
vice came from heaven, “You are: My 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
2Jmmediately the Spirit drove Him into 
ne wilderness. And He was there in the 
| wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, 


and was with the wild beasts; and the.an- | 


gels ministered to Him.t 


æ Jesus Preaches: Repent and Believe 7> 
(Mt 4:12-17; Lk 4:14, 15; Jn 4:1-3) 
i4Now after John was put in prison, Jesus 
came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
| the kingdom? of God,t !5and saying, “The 
ime is fulfilled, and the kingdom.of God is 
athand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 


- The First Four Disciples -= 
(Mt 4:18-22; Lk 5:1-11) 
l6And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, 


‘| He saw Simon and Andrew his brother 


casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen.t Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Follow Me, and I will make you become 
fishers of men.” !8They immediately left 
their nets and followed Him. 

_| When He had gone a little farther from 
| there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, who also were in the 
boat mending their nets. 2°And immedi- 
ately He called them, and they left their fa- 
her Zebedee in the boat with the hired ser- 
vants, and went after Him. 


=% Healings in Capernaum «> 
(Mt 8:14-17; Lk 4:31-4]) 
| _ "Then they went. into Capernaum, and 
| mmediately on the Sabbath He entered the 
Wnagogue and taught.t 22And they were 
‘Sonished at His teaching, for He taught 
“m as one having authority, and not as 
© Scribes, 


f: ] | 
3 see notes at Mt 4:1-10 and Lk 4:1-13. 
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23Now there was a man in their syna- 
gogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, 24saying, “Let us alone! What have we 
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You 
come to destroy us? I know who You are— 
the Holy One of God!” : 

45But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
quiet, and come out of him!” “And when 
the unclean spirit had convulsed him and 
cried out with a loud voice, he came out of 
him. 27Then they were all amazed, so that 
they questioned among themselves, saying, 
“What is this? What new doctrine is this? 
For with authority He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” And 
immediately His fame spread throughout 
all the region around Galilee. 

29Now as soon as they had come out of 
the synagogue, they entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 
30But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a 
fever, and they told Him about her at once. 
31S0 He came and took her by the hand and 
lifted her up, and immediately the fever left 
her. And she served them. 
32At evening, when the sun had set, they 


brought to Him all who were sick and 


those who were demon-possessed. 3And 
the whole city was gathered together at 
the door. “*Then He healed many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast 
out many demons; and He did not allow 
the demons to speak, because they knew 
Him.t i | , 
œ. Tour of Galilee 7- 
(Mt 4:23-25; Lk 4:42-44) 
35Now in the morning, having risen a 
long while before daylight, He went out 
and departed to a solitary place; and there 


1:10 ®NU-Text reads out of. 1:148NU-Text 
omits of the kingdom. 1:27 ®NU-Text reads 


| What ts this? A new doctrine with authority. 


4, 15 Mark's written emphasis on John being putin prison before Jesus begins preaching reveals 


| al 4 key purpose of the old covenant—to prepare the people for Christ—had been completed 


lace “ Th 


1-5), Once Christ came, the time of preparation was fulfilled, To repent is to do a total “about- 


mnes © Word in Greek literally means to “change one’s mind,” Repentance is a radical change of 
tae Pirit, mind, thought, and heart—a complete reorientation to a life centered in Christ. 


' | 20 On the calling of the first disciples, see notes at Mt 4:18-22. | 
Lora Ne word immediately occurs almost forty times in Mark's Gospel, nearly all of them before our 


to “6 Entrance into Jerusalem, The sense of urgency and purpose as Christ journeys toward Jerusalem 
Hill His mission of redeeming the world helps make Mark’s account not only the shortest but also 


© Moet i 
L 19 ae direct of the four Gospels. 
1; 9 See notes for Lk 4:31-43; 


e did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him: See note at Mt 12:16-21. 
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He prayed.t %6And r ang those who | no longed t room ita receive Una riot even 
were with Him searched for Him. 87When | near the door. And He preached the word 
they found Him, they said to Him, | tothem. Then they came to Him, bringing 
“Everyone is looking for You,” a paralytic who was carried by four men. 
But He said to them, “Let us go into the | 4And when they could not come near Him 
next towns, that I may preach there also, | because of the crowd, they uncovered the 
because for this purpose I have come | roof where He was. So when they had bro- 
forth.” ken through, they let down the bed on 
3And He was: preaching: in their syna- | which the paralytic was lying. 
gogues throughout all Sanica, and casting SWhen Jesus saw their faith, He said to 
out demons. the paralytic, “Son, your Sins are forgiven 
you.” 
6And some of the scribes were sitting 
there and reasoning in their hearts, 7“*Why 
does this Man speak blasphemies like this? 
Who can forgive sins-but God alone?” 
8But immediately, when Jesus perceived 
| in His spirit that they reasoned thus within 
“Then Jesus, moved with compassion, | themselves, He said. to them, “Why do you 
stretched out His. hand and touched him, | reason about these things in your hearts? 
and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” | °Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
| 


[s Uncleanness Cleansed: A Leper 7 
(Mt 8:1-4; Lk 5:12-16) 
4Now a leper came to Him, imploring 
Him, kneeling down to Him and. saying to 
Him, “If You are willing, You can make; me 
clean.”t 





*#As soon as,He had spoken.,.immediately | “Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 
the leprosy left him, and he.was cleansed. | ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? But 
43nd He strictly warned him and sent him | that you may know that the Son of Man 
away at once, “and said. to.him, “See that | has power on earth to forgive sins’—He 
you say nothing to, anyone; -but. go your | said to the paralytic, !!“I say to you, arise, 
way, show yourself to the priest, and offer | take wp your bed, and go to your house.” 
for your cleansing those things which i “Immediately. he arose, took up the bed, 
Moses commanded, as a, testimony to | and went out in the presence of them all, so 
them.” that all were amazed and glorified God, 
“However, he went out and began to pro- | saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
claim it freely, and to spread.the matter, so | | ; 
that Jesus could no longer openly enter the 
city, but was outside in deserted places; and 
they came to Him from every direction. 


æ. Sins Are Forgiven: A Paralytic - 
(Mt 9:1-8; Lk 5:17-26) a 
And again He entered Capernaum 
after some days, and it was heard that 
He was in the house.t@ 2[mmediately? | 
many gathered together, so that there was 


T a 


u Sinners Are Welcome: Levi =~ 
(Mt 9:9-13 LR 5:27-32) 

- BThen He went out again by the sea; and 
all the multitude came. to Him, and He 
taught them.t !4As He. passed. by, He saw 
Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So 
he arose and followed Him. | 





2:2 aNU-Text omits Immediately. 





1:35 Jesus sets forth for us an example of spiritual life. Though God incarnate, He prayed continually, 
often finding a solitary place to be free from distraction, despite the multitude’s need of Him. Our 
Lord’s ministry comes forth from His communion with the Father and the Holy Spirit and flows to peo- 
ple in their needs. His praying in the morning teaches us that we must put as first priority our commit- 
ment to God, and only then will we be equipped to serve others. | 

1:40-45 On the cleansing of the leper, see notes at Mt 8:1-4 and Lk 5: 12-16, 

2:1-12 See note at Mt 9:2-8. Note that one purpose of Christ's coming into the world is to forine sins 
(v. 10), freeing humanity from its bondage. Forgiving sins is a greater power than physical healing, for, 
as the scribes correctly note, God alone can forgive sins (v: 7). Thus, the easier task (v. 9) is to grant phys- 
ical healing. Though Christ is fully God and holds the authority to forgive, He condescends to those 
gathered and heals this man in order to draw people to God, whom they toutes: 


2:13-17 See note at Mt 9:9-13. 
= [T] 


2:1-12 This passage is read on the second sunday of Great Lent, called me sunday ¢ of the paralytic and 
Commemoration of St. Gregory Palamas. 


-r 
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th '9Nteous anger is a natural huma 








“Now it happened, as He was dining in 
jevi? house, that many tax collectors and 
ners also sat together with Jesus and 
yis disciples, for there were many, and they 





followed Him. “And when the scribes anda | 


pharisees Saw Him eating with the tax col- 
ectors and sinners, they said to His disci- 
pies, “How is it that He eats and drinks 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 

When Jesus heard it, He said to them. 


physician; but those who are sick. I did not 


come to call the righteous, but sinners, to | 


repentance.”? 
œ Jesus Transcends the Fast > 
(Mt 9:14-17; LR 5:33-39) 
The disciples of John -and -of the 
Pharisees were fasting. Then they: came 
and said to Him, “Why do the disciples. of 


= John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your dis- 


ciples do not fast?”? 

And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends 
of the bridegroom. iast while- the. bride- 
groom is with them? As long as they have 
the bridegroom with them they cannot fast, 
“But the days will come when the. bride- 
groom will be taken away from them, and 


_ then they. will fast in those days. 7!No one 
sews a piece of unshrunk cloth-on an old 


garment; or else the new piece pulls away 





from the old, and the tear is made worse. 
“And no one puts new wine into old wine- 
skins; or else the new wine bursts the wine- 
skins, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins 
are ruined. But new wine must be put into 
new wineskins.” 


™® Jesus Transecends the Sabbath 7 
(Mt 12:1]—14; Lk 6:1-11) | 
“Now it happened that He went through 


he grainfields on the Sabbath; and as they 


went His disciples began to pluck the heads 
3! graint 24And the Pharisees said to Him, 
00k, why do they do what is not lawful 
nthe Sabbath?” a 
But He said to them, “Have you never 


ad what David did.when he was in need | 


a See note at Mt 9;14-17. 
, 28 See note at Lk 6:1-5. 

$ see note at Lk 6:7. 
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MARK 3:10 
and hungry, he and those with him: 24how 
he went into the house of God in the days 
of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the 
showbread, which is not lawful to eat ex- 
cept for the priests, and also gave some to 
those who were with him?” 

27 And He said to them, “The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath. “Therefore the Son of Man is also 


Lord of the Sabbath.” 
‘Those who are well have no need ofa | | ; 


And He entered the synagogue again, 
and a man was there who had a with- 
ered hand.t 2So they watched Him closely, 


| whether He would heal him on the 


Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 
3And He said to the man who had the with- 
ered hand; “Step forward.” *Then He said to 
them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” 
But they kept silent. SAnd when He had 
looked around at them with anger, being 
grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He 
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 


And he stretched it out, and his hand was 


restored as. whole as the other.4t "Then the 


| Pharisees went out and immediately plot- 


ted with the Herodians against Him, how 
they might destroy Him. ` | = 


«=. The People Follow Jesus = | 
(Mt 12:15-21; Lk 6:17-19) 

‘7But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to 
the sea. And a great multitude from Galilee 
followed Him, and from Judeat and Jeru- 
salem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; 
and those from Tyre and Sidon, a great 
multitude, when they heard how many 
things He was doing, came to Him. So He 
told His disciples that a small boat should 
be kept ready for Him because of the mul- 
titude, lest they should crush Him. !°For He 
healed many, so that as many as had afflic- 
tions pressed about Him to touch Him. 
2:16 ®NU-Text reads of the. 2:1748NU-Text 


omits to repentance. 3:5*NU-Text omits as 
whole as the other, 


n emotion experienced in the face of sin, While there apes | 
S Certainly si Mt 5:22), there is also anger that is God-given and proper to humanity Ps 4:4). 
anger parle antec to people professing God, yet having such hardness in their hearts 
€y could not rejoice in the healing of one of their brothers. | 


fòr esus withdrew both because the Pharisees were planning to destroy Him (though it was not time | 
Him to die) and in order to preach in other places, Gp PAMEN 
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UAnd the irtdéan sitive, meS they 
saw Him, fell down before Him and cried 
out, saying, “You are the Son of God.” !2But 
He sternly warned them that they should 
not make Him known.t 


-™ The Twelve > 
(Mt 10:1-4; Lk 6:12-16) 

'8And He went up on the mountain and 
called to Him those He Himself wanted. 
And they came to Him.t “Then He ap- 
pointed twelve,’ that they might be with 
Him and that He might send them out to 
preach, and to have power to heal sick- 
nesses and? to cast out demons: '®Simon,@ 
to whom He gave the name Peter; '!/James 


the son.of Zebedee and John the brother of 


James, to whom. He gave the name | 
Boanerges, that is, “Sons of Thunder”; 
lSAndrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, | 
Thomas, James the son of Alphasus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; !%and 


Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. And | 


they went into a house. 


æ A House Divided = 

(Mt 12:22-37; Lk 11:14-23) 
40Then the multitude came together 
again, so that they could not.so much as eat 
bread.t 21But when His own people heard 


about this, they went out to lay hold of 


Him, for they said, “He is out of His mind.” 

42And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebub,” and, 
“By the ruler of the demons: He casts out 
demons,” 

“350 He called them to Himself and said 
to them in parables: “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? “If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand, “And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house 
cannot stand. 2°And if Satan has risen up 
against himself, and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but has an end. “No one can enter a 
strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man. And 
then he will plunder his house. 

46“Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be 
forgiven the sons of men, and whatever 
blasphemies they may utter;t but he who 


tles, 





baune against the Holy Spirteh never 
has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal 
condemnation”— *°because they said, “He 
has an unclean spirit.” 


æ. Jesus’ True Kinsmen -= 
(Mt 12:46-50; Lk 8:19-21) 

31Then His brothers and His mother 
came, and standing outside they sent to 
Him, calling Him.t °2And a multitude was 
sitting around Him; and they said to Him, 
“Look, Your mother and Your brothers are 
outside seeking You.” 

33But He answered them, saying, “Who is 
My mother, or My brothers?” *4And He 
looked around in a circle at those who sat 
about Him, and said, “Here are My mother 
and My brothers! For whoever does the 
| will of God is My brother and My sister and 
mother,” 


~. The Parable of the Sower 7- 
(Mt 13:1-9; Lk 8:4-8) 


And again He began to teach by the 
sea. And a great multitude was gath- 


| ered to Him, so that He got into a boat and 


sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude 
was on the land facing the sea. “Then He 
taught them many things by parables, and 


said to them in His teaching:*t 


“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to 
sow. *And it happened, as he sowed, that 
some seed fell by the wayside; and the 
birds of the airè came and devoured it. 
5Some fell on stony ground, where it did 
not have much earth; and immediately it 
sprang up because it had no depth of earth. 
‘But when the sun was up it was scorched, 
and because it had no root it withered 
away. ‘And some seed fell among thorns; 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and 
it yielded no crop. 8But other seed fell on 
good ground and yielded a crop that 
sprang up, increased and produced: some 





3:14 "NU-Text adds whom He also named apos- 
3:15 ®NU-Text omits to heal sicknesses 
and, 3:16"NU-Text reads and He appointed 
the twelve; Simon, ... 3:32 "NU-Text and 
M-Text add and Your sisters. 4:48NU-Text and 
M-Text omit of the air, 





3:12 See note at Mt 12:16-21. 
3:13-19 On the twelve disciples, see note at Mt 10:1-4. 
3:20-27 See note at Mt 12:22-30. _ 
3:28-30 On the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, see note at Mt 12:32. 
3:31-35 See note at Mt 12:46-50. 

4:2 Parables: See the article “Parables” at Mt 13. 
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-AE = * 
ynirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hun- 


red. | 
d sand He said to them,a “He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear!” 


= Why Parables? .c- 
(Mt 13:10-17; Lk 8:9, 10) 
But when He was alone, those around 


Him with the twelve asked Him about the 


parable.t !'And He said to them, “To you it 
has been given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God; but to those who are out- 
side, all things come in parables, !2so that 


‘Seeing they may see and not perceive, 

And hearing they may hear and not 
understand; 

Lest they should turn, 

And their sins be forgiven them.’ ”4 


æ The Parable of the Sower Explained .= 
(Mt 13:18-23; Lk 8:11-15) 

And He said to them, “Do you not un- 

derstand this parabie? How then will you 


understand all the parables?t !4The sower | 


sows the word. !5And these are the ones by 


| the wayside where the word is sown. When 


| 43 





they hear, Satan comes immediately and 
lakes away the word that was sown in their 
hearts. '6These likewise are the ones sown 
on stony ground who, when. they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with gladness; 
‘and they have no root in themselves, and 
0 endure only for a time, Afterward, when 
tribulation or persecution arises for the 
word's sake, immediately they stumble. 
Now these are the ones sown among 
Norns; they are the ones who hear the 


"ord, ‘Sand the cares of this world, the de- | 
“itfulness of riches, and the desires for 


ther things entering in choke the word, 


| Nd it becomes unfruitful. 2°But these are 


the ones sown on good ground, those who 


410-12 See note at Jn 12:40. 














i E — MARK 4:32 
hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a 
hundred.” 


“=. The Lamp Under a Basket -= 
(Mt 5:14-16) 

‘!Also He said to them, “Is a lamp 
brought to be put under a basket or under 
a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? 
22For there is nothing hidden which will not 
be revealed, nor has anything been kept se- 
cret but that it should come to light. 23If 
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

44Then He said to them, “Take heed what 
you hear. With the same measure you use, 
it will be measured to you; and to you who 
hear, more will be given.t 25For whoever 
has, to him more will be given; but whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away from him.” 


=. The Parable of the Scattered Seed => 

And He said, “The kingdom of God is as 
ifa man should scatter seed on the ground,t 
27and should sleep by night and rise by day, 
and the seed should sprout and grow, he 
himself does not know how. 28For the earth 
yields crops by itself: first the blade, then 


the head, after that the full grain in the 
head. “But when the grain ripens, immedi- 


ately he puts in the sickle, because the har- 
vest has come.” 


æ. The Parable of the Mustard Seed -7 
(Mt 13:31, 32; Lk 13:18, 19) 

30Then He said, “To what shall we liken 
the kingdom of God? Or with what parable 
shall we picture it?t 3t is like a mustard 
seed which, when it is sown on the ground, 
is smaller than all the seeds on earth; but 
when it is sown, it grows up and becomes 


4:9 9®NU-Text and M-Text omit to them. 
4:12 “Isaiah 6:9, 10 


13-20 in this parable, our Lord reveals Himself as the promised Messiah, the sower, who had been 


retold in Is 55:10-13. See also note at Lk 8:5-15. 


This is a call to attentive listening and discriminating response. We must not only hear, but hear 
erly, More will be given to those who respond to Christ with open hearts; they will grow in under- 
x Ing, “Do the good you know, and what you do not know will be revealed to you" (MkAsc).'See 
Note at Mt 7:2 | 
4: erie Peat | iets 
2-29 This parable occurs only in Mark. The kingdom refers to the whole span of God's dispensation 
e Plan of salvation, The man s Christ and the seed is the gospel (see wv. 13-20). His sleep indicates — 
d t5 death, from which He will rise. That the man does not know how the seed grows shows Christ 
7 Not Manipulate man’s response to the gospel, but each person is free to receive it and to let it 
a In his own heart. The harvest indicates the Second Coming, when all will be judged on their re- 
Ption of the gospel. eta 


2 See note at Mt 13:31-33. 
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greater than all herbs, and shoots out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air may 
nest under its shade.” 


— = M 


6When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran 
-and worshiped Him. 7And he cried out with 
a loud voice and said, “What have I to do 
with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I implore You by God that You do not tor- 
ment me.” 

8For He said to him, “Come out of the 
man, unclean spirit!” Then He asked him, 
“What is your name?” 

And he answered, saying, “My name is 
Legion; for we are many.” Also he begged 
Him earnestly that He would not send them 
out of the country. 

Now a large herd of swine was feeding 
there near the mountains. So all the 
demons begged Him, saying, “Send us to 
the swine, that we may enter them.” 13And 
at once Jesus? gave them permission. Then 
the unclean spirits went out and entered 
the swine (there were about two.. thou- 
sand); and the herd ran violently down the 
i steep place into the sea, and drowned in 
| the sea. | HAFS 








>. Jesus’ Use of Parables «> 
(Mt 13:34,\35) 
33And with many such parables He spoke 
the word to them as they were able to hear | 
itt 34But without a parable He did not | 
speak to'them. And when they were alone, — 
He explained all things to His disciples. 


=~ A Storm Obeys Jesus -7> 
(Mt 8:23-27; Lk 8:22-29) 

330n the same day, when evening had 
come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to 
the other side.”t 36Now when they had left 
the multitude; they took Him along in the 
boat as He was. And other little boats were 
also with Him. ?’7And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so 
- that it was already filling. 38But He was in 
the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they 


awoke Him and’ said to Him; “Teacher, do | (oyaq> thaca wha. epee. } 
You not care that we are perishing?” So those who fed the swine fled, and 


= Laat _., | they told it in the city and in the country. 

39Then He arose and rebuked the wind, | ,.4 3 ar 
dnassaid te thesen Peace mestiistAna | HUG Hey WERE OU TO PEE eae 
the wind ceased ‘and there was a great | had happened. Then they came to Jesus, 
calm! “Bat He said to them, “Why ‘ate you | 24, Saw the one who had been demon. 
so fearful? How is it that you’ have no | Possessed and had the legion, sitting ave 
faith?” And they feared exceedingly; and | Clothed and in his right’mind. And they 
said to one another, “Who can this be, that | Were. afraid. 1SAnd those who saw it told 





even the wind and the sea obey Him!” them how it happened to him who had 
| | | been demon-possessed, and about the 
=. The Gadarene Demoniac «=> swine. '!’Then they began to plead with Him 

(Mt 8:28-34; Lk 8:26-39) ! to depart from their region. 


Then they came to the other side of the |__'*And when He got into the boat, he who 

sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.t | had been demon-possessed begged Him 
2And when He had come out of the boat, | that he might be with Him. ‘However, 
immediately there met Him out of the | Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3who | GO home to your friends, and tell them 
had his dwelling among the tombs; and no | What great things the Lord has done for 
one could bind him, not even with chains, | You, and how He has had compassion on 
‘because he had- often been bound. with | you.” “And he departed and began to pro- 
shackles and chains. And the chains had | Claim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done 
been pulled apart by him, and the shackles.| for him; and all marveled, 
broken in pieces; neither could anyone | ~ | aa Sos 
tame him. °And always, night and day, he 4:40 #NU-Text reads Have you still no faith? 
was in the mountains and in the tombs, cry- | ode o Text reads Gerasenes, 5:3 "NU Text 
ing out and cutting himself with stones, cave Ae OTe Son SUR Toxt ngada Angara 
4:33 To unbelievers, the parables remain ilderin | h si ith. t tori | 
common images reveal Ah in ways P ARANO li ginere ed Talihthaeig een uting 
4:35-41 See notes at Mt 8:23-27 and Lk 8:22-25. | 


5:1-20 The country of the Gadarenes was in Galilee . Gentiles'tivi 
| | : : , an area with many Gentiles living among the Jews 
(see also note at Mt 4:15). Gentile influence on the Jews caused many of them to lakeon Gerile prec: 


tices, such as raisi ie (v. 11 | i : 
PEEN be pens (v. 11), forbidden by the Law (Dt 14:8), For more on this miracle, see notes at 











= Jairus’s Daughter ~) 
(Mt 9:18, 19; Lk 8:40-42) 


Now when Jesus had crossed over 

ain by boat to the other side, a great mul- 
titude gathered to Him; and He was by the 
eat 22And behold, one of the rulers of the 
synagogue came, Jairus by name. And 
| when he saw Him, he fell at His feet Zand 
| pegged Him earnestly, saying, “My little 
jaughter lies at the point of death. Come 
and lay Your hands on her, that she may be 
healed, and she will live.” *4So Jesus went 
with him, and a great multitude followed 
Him and thronged Him. 


~ The Woman with a Flow of Blood = 
(Mt 9:20-22; Lk 8:43-48) 

Now a certain woman had a flow of 
blood for twelve years, Sand had suffered 
| many things from many physicians. She 
had spent all that she had and was no bet- 
ter, but rather grew worse. 2/When she 
heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in 
| the crowd and touched His garment. 28For 
she said: “If only I may touch His clothes, I 
shall be made well.” 

4Immediately the fountain of her blood 
| was dried up, and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of. the affliction. °7And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in. Himself 
| that power had gone out of Him, turned 
around in the crowd and said, “Who 
touched My clothes?” | 

But His disciples said to Him, “You see 
he multitude thronging You, and You say, 
Who touched Me?’ ” 

And He looked around to see her who 
had done this thing. 33But the woman, fear- 
ing and trembling, knowing what had hap- 
bened to her, came and fell down before 
Him and told Him the whole truth. “And 

€ Said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 
_ Made you well, Go in peace, and be healed 


of Your affliction.” 






521-34 See notes at Mt 9:18-26. 
25-29 A spiritual interpretation of this 
an nature in general. Humanity is in c 
‘te of blood. The physicians who could not cure 
of às the OT Law, which were unable to grant 
; Ji suffering and bondage to sin. 
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e Jairus’s Daughter Raised 7- 
(Mt 9:23-26; Lk 8:49-56) 
35While He was still speaking, some came 
from the ruler of the synagogue’s house 
who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why 
trouble the Teacher any further?” 
36AS soon as Jesus heard the word that 
was spoken, He said to the ruler of the syn- 
agogue, “Do not be afraid; only believe.” 
37And He permitted no one to follow Him 
except Peter, James, and John the brother 
of James. 38Then He came to the house of 
the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tu- 





| mult and those who wept and wailed 


loudly. 3When He came in, He said to 
them, “Why make this commotion and 
weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.” 

40And they ridiculed Him. But when He 
had put them all outside, He took the fa- 
ther and the mother of the child, and those 
who were with Him, and entered where 
the child was lying. “1Then He took the 
child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, 
cumi” which is translated, “Little girl, | 
say to you, arise.”t “Immediately the girl 
arose’ and walked, for she was twelve 
years of age. And they were overcome 
with great amazement. *But He com- 
manded them strictly that no one should 
know it, and said that something should 
be given her to eat. pdm 


= At Nazareth: No Honor => 
(Mt 13:53-58; Lk 4:16-30) © 

Then He went out from there and came 

J to His own country, and His disciples 
followed Him.t 2And when the Sabbath had 
come, He began to teach in the synagogue. 
And many hearing Him were astonished, 
saying, “Where did this Man get these 
things? And what wisdom is this which is 
given to Him, that such mighty works are 
performed by His hands! sIs this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of 
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are 


encounter given by the Fathers is that this woman symbolizes 
onstant suffering and subject to death, symbolized by the 
her stand for the various religions of the world, as 
life to humanity. Only through Christ are we freed 


a On Christ raising the dead, see note at Lk 7:11-17, | Lee TO 
th “3 This double response of being both astonished (v. 2) and offended (v. 3) occurs frequently with — 


lec? encounter Christ (Lk 11:1 | 
Mt lon by the whole Jewish nation at His tria 
12:46-50, | aman 





4-16; Jn 9:16). Christ's rejection In his own country foreshadows His 
| before Pilate (Jn 19:14, 15), Brother: See note at 


MARK 6:4 i ae 1338 








not His sisters here with us?” So they were | many demons, and anointed with oil many 
offended at Him. who were sick, and healed them.t 
But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not | ie’ The Baptist Beheaded 7 

without honor except in his own country, (Mt 14:1-12: Lk 9:7-9) 

among his own relatives, and in his own saree 
house.” Now He could do no mighty work | ‘Now King Herod heard of Him, for His 
there, except that He laid His hands on a few | name had become well known. And he 
sick people and healed them.t And He mar- said, “John the Baptist is risen from the 
veled because of their unbelief. Then He dead, and therefore these powers are at 


al evi Si ircuit, teaching, | WOrk in him."™ Aenea 
went about the villages in a Cl g iSOthers said “Itis Elijah” 


~~ The Mission of the Twelve «=> | And others said, “It is the Prophet, or? 
(Mt 9:35—11:1; Lk 9:1-6) like one of the prophets.”t | = 
7And He called the twelve to Himself, and | 'ĉBut when Herod heard, he said, “This is 
began to send them out two by two, and | John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised 
gave them power over unclean spirits,t $He | from the dead!” '7For Herod himself had 
commanded them to take nothing for the | sent and laid hold of John, and bound him 
journey except a staff—no bag, no bread, in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
no copper in their money belts— “but to brother Philip’s wife; for he had married 
wear sandals, and not to put on two tunics. | her! ‘Because John had said to Herod, “It 
lWAlso He said to them, “In whatever | ae lawful for you to have your brother's 
; | i] you | Wite- | 
E UREN T ee apse ae Therefore Herodias held it against him 
not receive you nor hear you, when you de- | and wanted to kill him, but she could not; 
part from there, shake off the dust under | “for Herod feared John, knowing that he 
your feet as a testimony against them.» | Was a Just and holy man, and he protected 
Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tol- him. And when he heard pim he did many 
erable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day | things, and heard him gladly. 
of judgment than for that city!” 
12S0 they went out and preached that 
people should repent. !2And they cast out 


6:11 4NU-Text reads whatever place. "NU-Text 
omits the rest of this verse. 6:15°NU-Text and 
M-Text omit or. | 





6:5, 6 Jesus could do no mighty work there, not because He lacked power, but because of the unbelief 
of all but a few in Nazareth. While grace is always offered to all, only those who receive it in faith ob- 
tain its benefits. | 
6:7-13 See notes at Mt 10:1-15. 
6:13 Anointing the sick with oil has not only medicinal value but sacramental value as well. As God's 
healing power is bestowed through creation (5:27; Nm 21:8, 9; 4Kg 13:21; Jn 9:6, 7; Acts 5:15; 19:11, 12), 
so oil is a vehicle of God’s mercy and healing in the Church (Jam 5:14). | 
6:14 This King Herod was the son of the one who slew the infants in Bethlehem (Mt 2:16). Though he 
was technically a governor, he was popularly called king, Knowing that John the Baptist had worked no 
miracles while living, Herod now believes John was raised from the dead (v. 16), thinking powers are at 
work in him. Thus, he fears John more dead than alive. 
6:15 Elijah was expected to return and work signs before the second coming of the Lord (Mal 4:5). The 
Prophet is interpreted by some to be a reference to the Messiah, the One whom Moses foretold 
(Dt 18:15), while others interpret it as simply meaning a new prophet had arisen. 
6:17-29 This account is given parenthetically, explaining John’s earlier death so hearers would under- 
stand why Herod would think that John had risen from the dead. After this flashback, v. 30 picks up 
where v, 13 left off. The beheading of St, John is remembered in the Church on August 29 with a day of 
fasting. As part of God's plan of salvation, John's martyrdom allowed the coming of the Messiah to be 
announced to the souls in Hades, for John was the forerunner of Christ there as well as on earth. At 
Matins on this day we sing, “Your tongue, which constantly speaks of God, has preceded Christ into 
death and is sent to preach Him to those in Hades." 
6:20 That Herod, with his wealth and soldiers, feared John, a man who lived in poverty and was 
clothed in camel's hair (1:6), is a testament both to the power of personal holiness and integrity, and 
also to the people's perception of John, for they held him in the highest esteem (11:32). 

a > (1)~ ai 


6:14-30 This passage is read on August 29, the Feast of the Beheading of John the Baptist. 














Then an opportune day came when 

erod on his birthday gave a feast for his 
nobles, the high officers, and the chief men 
of Galilee. 2 And when Herodias’ daughter 
herself came In and danced, and pleased 
Herod and those who sat with him, the king 
said to the girl, “Ask me whatever you 


want, and I will give it to you.” 33He also | 
swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will | 


give you, up to half my kingdom.” 

“So she went out and said to her mother, 
“What shall I ask?” 

And she said, “The head of John the 
Baptist!” 

S]mmediately she came in with haste to 


the king and asked, saying, “I want you to | 


give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 

4And the. king, was exceedingly sorry; 
yet, because of the oaths and because of 
those who sat with him, he cid not want to 


refuse her. Immediately the. king sent an | 


executioner and commanded his head to be 
brought. And he went and beheaded him in 
prison, brought his head on a platter, and 
gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her 


























they came and took away his corpse and 
laid it in a tomb. | 
~. Feeding the Five Thousand 7- 
(Mt 14:13-21; Lk 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-14) 
= “Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and 
lold Him all things, both what they had 
done and what they had taught.t *!And He 
Said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to 
4 deserted place and rest a while.” For there 
were many coming and going, and they did 
hot even have time to eat.t 32So0 they de- 
_ Parted to a deserted place in the boat by 
| themselyes, 
“But the multitudes? saw them depart- 
| "gand many knew Him and ran there on 
| 90t from all the cities. They arrived before 
nem and came together to Him. “And 
“SUS, when He came out, Saw a great mul- 
ude and was moved with compassion for 
em, because they were like sheep not 


m many things. “When the day was 





pa ally (see note at 6:20), 


| 6; abor continuously, but must also take rest, 
bas See notes at Mt 14:14-21. 
52 See note at Mt 14:27. 


Aee 





mother. 29When . his disciples heard of it, 


the ing a shepherd. So He began to teach 


130 This verse picks up where v. 13 left off, as the story of the beheading of St. John is given paren- 
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now far spent, His disciples came to Him 
and said, “This is a deserted place, and al- 
ready the hour is late. °*Send them away, 
that. they may go into the surrounding 
country and villages and buy themselves 
bread; for they have nothing to eat.” 

37But He answered and said to them, 
“You give them something to eat.” 

And they said to Him, “Shall we go and 
buy two hundred denarii worth of bread 
and give them something to eat?”t 

38But He said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have? Go and see.” 

And when they found out they said, 
“Five, and two fish.” 

39Then He commanded them to make 
them all sit down in groups on the green 
grass. 4S0 they sat down in ranks, in hun- 
dreds and in fifties. And when He had 
taken the five loaves and the two fish, He 


looked up to heaven; blessed and broke the 


loaves, and gave them to His disciples to 
set before them; and the two fish He di- 
vided among them all: #2So they all ate and 
were filled. #And they took up twelve bas- 


kets full of fragments and of the fish. #Now 


those who had eaten the loaves were about@ 
five thousand men. 


=~ Jesus Walks on Water s- 
(Mt 14:22-33; Jn 6:15—-21) 

45Immediately He made His disciples get 
into the boat and go before Him to the 
other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the 
multitude away.t 4“And when He had sent 
them away, He departed to the mountain 
to pray. "Now when evening came, the 
boat was in the middle of the sea; and He 
was alone on the land. ‘Then He saw 
them straining at rowing, for the wind was 
against them. Now about the fourth watch 
of the night He came to them, walking on 
the sea, and would have passed them by. 
And when they saw Him walking on the 
sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and 
cried out; “for they all saw Him and were 





6:33 ®NU-Text'and M-Text read they. 6:36 °NU- 
Text reads something to eat and omits the rest 
of this verse. 6;44"NU-Text and M-Text omit 
about, | 


a Christ gives rest to His disciples to show those engaged in preaching and teaching that they must 
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troubled. But immediately He talked with 
them and said to them, “Be of good cheer! 
It is I; do not be afraid.” 5' Then He went up 
into the boat to them, and the wind 
ceased. And they were greatly amazed in 
themselves beyond measure, and mar- 
veled. °2For they had not understood about 


the loaves, because their heart was hard- | 


ened.t 


w. Many Made Whole -> 
(Mt 14:34-36) 


53When they had crossed over, they came | 


to the land of Gennesaret and anchored 


there. “And when they came out of the | 


boat. immediately the people recognized 
Him. ŝran through that whole surrounding 
region, and began to carry about on beds 
those who were sick to wherever they 
heard He was. “Wherever He entered, into 
villages, cities, or the country, they laid the 
sick in the marketplaces, and begged Him 
that they might just touch the hem of His 
garment. And as many as touched Him 
were made well.t 


= The Traditions of the Pharisees =- 
(Mt 15:1-20) 
Then the Pharisees and some of the 
scribes came together to Him, having 
come from Jerusalem.t ?Now when? they 
saw some of His disciples eat bread with 
defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they 
found fault. “For the Pharisees and all the 
Jews do not eat unless they wash their 
hands in a special way, holding the tradi- 
tion of the elders. *When they come from 
the marketplace, they do not eat unless 
they wash, And there are many other 
things which they have received and hold, 
like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper 
vessels, and couches. 
5Then the Pharisees and scribes asked 
Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk ac- 
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cording to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat bread with unwashed hands?” 
6He answered and said to them, “Well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written: 


‘This people honors Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me. 
7And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.” 


8For laying aside the commandment of 
God, you hold the tradition of men*—the 
washing of pitchers and cups, and many 
other such things you do.” : 

9He said to them, “All too well you reject 
the commandment of God, that you may 
| keep your tradition. For Moses said, 
| ‘Honor your father and your mother’;? and, 
“He who curses father or mother, let him be 
| put to death.’> But you say, ‘If a man says 

to his father or mother, “Whatever profit 
'yau might have received from me is 

Corban’—’ (that is, a gift to God), “then 

you no longer let him do anything for his 
father or his mother, making the word of 
| God of no effect through your tradition 
which you have handed down. And many 
such things you do.” 

14When He had called all the multitude to 
Himself, He said to them, “Hear Me, every- 
one, and understand: There is nothing 
that enters a man from outside which can 
defile him; but the things which come out 
of him, those are the things that defile a 
man.t !6If anyone has ears to hear, let him 
hear!” 





7:2 a4NU-Text omits when and they found fault. 
7:7 “Isaiah 29:13 7:8®NU-Text omits the rest of 
this verse. 7:10®Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 
5:16 “Exodus 21:17 7:16®NU-Text omits this 
verse, 


6:52 Knowing Christ is a matter of the heart, not merely the intellect. When our hearts are illumined by 
faith in God, they are open to receive His presence and grace. In the ascetic writings of the Church, the 
heart is known as “the seat of knowledge.” | 

6:56 Christ permits miracles through touch to show that His very body is life-giving (see also 5:25-29). 
7:1-13 The issue here is not the observation of Jewish customs or traditions, which Jesus certainly does 
not prohibit (Mt 5:17-19; 23:23). At issue is setting human tradition contrary to the tradition of God 

(v. 8). The tradition of the elders (v. 3) is a body of interpretations of the Law, which for the Pharisees 
and the scribes (v. 1) was as authoritative as the Law and often superseded it. According to this tradi- 
tion, offerings (called Corban, v. 11) could be promised to God in such a way that property or earnings 
could still be used for oneself, but not for anybody else, including one's parents. Secondary traditions 
such as this obscure the primary tradition of the Law, which is contained in God's commandments. 
7:15-23 Food cannot defile a person because it is created by God and is therefore pure. Evil things 

(v. 21) are not from God, and these are what defile a person. 








MARK 8:9 





when He had entered a house away 
mom the crowd, His disciples asked Him 
pncerning the parable. '8So He said to 
hem, “Are you thus without understanding 
iso? Do you not perceive that whatever 
anters a man from outside cannot defile 
him, “because it does not enter his heart 
put his stomach, and is eliminated, thus pu- | 
fying all foods?” “And He said, “What 
comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 
| ufor from within, out of the heart of men, | 
| proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, murders, “thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, 
blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23All these 
evil things come from within and defile a 


n 


| man. 







































hand on him. And He took him aside from 
the multitude, and put His fingers in his 
ears, and He spat and touched his tongue. 
Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, 
and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.”t 

45[mmediately his ears were opened, and 
the impediment of his tongue was loosed, 
and he spoke plainly. *°“[Then He com- 
manded them that they should tell no one; 
but the more He commanded them, the 
more widely they proclaimed it.t 37And 
they were astonished beyond measure, say- 
ing, “He has done all things well. He makes 
both the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 


œ% Feeding the Four Thousand -= 
(Mt 15:32-39) 
In those days, the multitude being very 
great and having nothing to eat, Jesus 
called His disciples to Him and said to 
them,t 2“I have compassion on the multi- 
tude, because they have now continued 
with Me three days and have nothing to 
eat. And if I send them away hungry to 
their own houses, they will faint on the 
way; for some of them have come from 
afar.” 
4Then His disciples answered Him, “How 
can one satisfy these people with bread 
here in the wilderness?” 
sHe asked them, “How many loaves do 
you have?” | 
And they said, “Seven.” 
6So He commanded the multitude to sit 
down on the ground. And He took the 
seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them 
and gave them to His disciples to set before 
them; and they set them before the multi- 
tude. "They also had a few small fish; and 
having blessed them, He said to set them 
also before them. 8So they ate and were 
| filled, and they took up seven large baskets 
| of leftover fragments, YNow those who had 


- A Gentile Woman Believes 7 
(Mt 15:21-28) | 
4From there He arose and went to the re- 
| gion of Tyre and Sidon.? And He entered a 
| house and wanted no one to know it, but 
He could not be hidden.t 25For a woman 
whose young daughter had an unclean 
| Spirit heard about Him, and she came and 
fell at His feet: 2°>The woman was a Greek, 
a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept 
| asking Him to cast the demon out of her 
| daughter, 27But Jesus said to her, “Let the | 
| children be filled first, for it is not good to 
lake the children’s bread and throw it to 
the little dogs.” 
, And she answered and said to Him, 
Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under | 
he table eat from the children’s crumbs.” 
“Then He said to her, “For this saying go 
| Your way; the demon has gone out of your 
daughter.” 
“And when she had come to her house, | 
she found the demon gone out, and her 
ughter lying on the bed. 


™ The Healing of a Deaf Man => 
(Mt 15:29-31) 

1) Again, departing from the region of 

ma and Sidon, He came through the midst 

Caine region of Decapolis to the Sea of 

Wh lee, 32Then they brought to Him one 

9 was deaf and had an impediment in 


3] 


7:19 ®NU-Text ends quotation with eliminated, 
setting off the final clause as Mark’s comment 
that Jesus has declared all foods clean, 

7:24°NU-Text omits and Sidon. 









l: TAFT 

1330 see notes at Mt 15:21-28. | 
hy He sighed: a sign of divine compassion for the sufferings of our fallen human nature. 

| ing Here, our Lord shows us we must not seek acclaim or praise when we do good to others. Interest- 
oy Theophylact upholds those who disobey Christ in this situation, seeing them as a good example, 


that | | We | 
bs we should proclaim those who have done good to us even if they do not want us to. 


See note at Mt 15:32-39. 





MARK 8:10 1342 





æ A Blind Man Healed 7 
22Then He came to Bethsaida; and they 
brought a blind man to Him, and begged 
Him to touch him.t 23So He took the blind 
man by the hand and led him out of the 
Show Us a Sign > town: And when He had spit on his eyes 
(Mt 16:1-4) and put His hands on him; He asked him if 
''Then the Pharisees came out and began | he saw anything. of 
to dispute with Him, seeking from Him a “4And he looked up and said, “I see men 
sign from heaven, testing Him.t !2But He | like trees, walking.” 
sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, “Why 42°Then He put His hands on his eyes 
does this generation seek a sign? | again and made him look up. And he was 
Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be | restored and saw everyone clearly. 26Then 
given to this generation.” He sent him away to his house, saying, 
“Neither go into the town, nor tell anyone 
in the town.’ | 


eaten were about four thousand. And He 
sent them away, immediately: got into the | 
boat with His disciples, and came to the re- 
gion of Dalmanutha. 


The Leaven of the Pharisees -= 
(Mt 16:5-12) hae 
l3And He left them, and getting into the m~ Peter's Confession Ai 
boat again, departed to the other side. (Mt 16:13-20; Lk 9:18-21) 
l4Now the disciples had forgotten ta take | “Now Jesus and His disciples went out to 
bread, and they did not have more than one | the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
loaf with them in the boat. “Then He | road: He asked His disciples, Saying: to 
charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware | them, “Who do'men say that I am?”t - 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and the | “So they answered, “John the Baptist; 
leaven of Herod.”t but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the 
l6And they reasoned among themseives, | Prophets.” ii i 
saying, “It is because we have no bread.” 2He said to them, “But who do you say 
7But Jesus, being aware of if, said to | that lam?” | 
them, “Why do you reason because. you Peter answered and said to Him, “You are 
have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor | the Christ.” : L200 5s 
understand? Is your heart still hardened? | “*’ Then He strictly warned them that they 
\8Having eyes, do you not see? And having | Should tell no one about Him. 
ears, do you not hear? And do you not re- | 
member? !¥When I broke the five loaves for | 
the five thousand, how many baskets full of 
fragments did you take up?” 
They said to Him, “Twelve.” 
20“Also, when I broke the seven for the 
four thousand, how many large baskets full 
of fragments did you take up?” 
And they said, “Seven.” | 
21So He said to them, “How is it you do 
not understand?” 


<= ee 


æ Jesus’ First Prophecy of His Passion > 
(Mt 16:21-28; Lk 9:22-27) . 

31And He began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must suffer many things, and 

be rejected by the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again.t °2He spoke this word 


8:14 :NU-Text and M-Text read they. ` 8:17 NU- 
Text omits still. 8:26 +NU-Text reads “Do not 
even go into the town.” 








8:11 See note at Mt 16:1-3. 

8:15 The leaven of the Pharisees is their doctrine (Mt 16:12) and their hypocrisy (Lk 12:1). In Scripture, . 
leaven is used both positively (as in Mt 13:33) and negatively, as it is here. In either case, leaven symbol- 
izes a force powerful enough (and often subtle enough) to permeate and affect everything around it 
(see 1Co 5:6-8). | | 

8:22-26 The people of Bethsaida were unbelieving (Mt 11:21); thus, Jesus leads the blind man out of 
the town to heal him, so that the people would not scoff at the miracle and bring upon themselves 
greater condemnation. That the blind man was healed in stages (vv. 23-25) shows that he had only a` 
small amount of faith, for healing occurs according to one’s faith (6:5, 6); yet this little faith was 
enough, and it increased with the touch of Christ. Christ's command not to return to the town (v. 26) 
symbolizes that we must not return to our sins once we have been forgiven. al 
8:27-30 See note at Mt 16:13-20. — | 

8:31-33 See note at Mt 16:21-23. 











apenly. Then Peter took Him \aside and 
pegan to rebuke Him. 33But when He had 
turned around and looked at His disciples, 
He rebuked Peter, saying, “Get behind Me, 
satan! For you are not mindful of the things 
of God, but the things of men.” 


E ou 


4When He had called the people to 


Himself, with His disciples also, He said to 
them, “Whoever desires to come after Me; 


iet him deny himself, and take up his cross, | 


and follow Me.t4 35For whoever desires to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world, and loses his own 
soul? °7Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? *8For whoever is ashamed of 
Me and My words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him the Son of Man 
also will be ashamed when He comes in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 


And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you that there are some standing 
here who will not taste death till they see 
the kingdom of God present with power.”t 


æ. The Transfiguration => 
(Mt 17:1-8; Lk 9:28-36) 

‘Now after six days Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John, and led them up ona high 
mountain apart by themselves; and He was 
transfigured before them.t 3His ‘clothes be: 
Came shining, exceedingly white, like 
snow, such as no launderer on earth can 
whiten them. 4And Elijah appeared to them 
with Moses, and they were talking with 
Jesus, 5Then Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; 
and let us make three tabernacles: one for 
‘ou, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"— 
because he did not know what to say, for 

CY were greatly afraid. 

And a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and a voice came out of the cloud, 


8:34-38 See notes at Mt 16:24-26. 


Saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear 
Him!” 8Suddenly, when they had looked 


around, they saw no one anymore, but only 
Jesus with themselves. 


æ Is Elijah Coming? «= 
(Mt 17:9-13) 

Now. as they came down from the moun- 
tain, He commanded them that they should 
tell no one the things they had seen. till the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. !°So 
they kept.this word to themselves, ques- 
tioning what the rising from the dead 
meant. e Ñ 

UAnd they asked Him, saying, “Why do 
the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 

Then He answered and told them, 








“Indeed, Elijah is-coming first and restores 





all things. And how is it written concerning 
the Son of Man, that He must suffer many 
things and be treated with contempt? !3But 
I say to you that Elijah has also come, and 
they did to him whatever they wished, as it 
is written. of him,”t - | 
~ O Faithless Generation SP 
(Mt 17:14-21; LR 9:37-42) | 
l4And when He came to the disciples, He 


Saw: a great multitude around them, and 


scribes disputing with them.t Immediately, 
when they saw Him, all the people were 
greatly amazed, and running to Him, 
greeted Him. !ŝAnd He asked the scribes, 
“What are you discussing with them?” 
'7Then one of the crowd answered and 
said, “Teacher, | brought You my son, who 
has a mute spirit.“ '*And wherever it seizes 
him, it throws him down; he foams at the 
mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes 


| rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they 


should cast it out, but they could not.” 
tHe answered him and said, “O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? 


- How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to 


Me.” 2°Then they brought him to Him. And 


I This is a reference to those who would witness the Transfiguration (vv. 2-13), as well as to those in 
“ry generation who will experience the presence of God's kingdom. | 


S 
4.2 Elijah: See Mt 17:13. 
4-29 See notes at Mt 17:14-21., 





— 


SPA This passage 


On the Transfiguration, see note at Lk 9:31, and the article “The Transfiguration” at Mt 17. 





: ——> | | }~ rt 
is read’on the third Sunday of Great Lent, called the Adoration of the Holy 


%17. | | | at Len which is co morated St. John 
of 4 31 pe passage is read on the fourth Suey of Great Lent, on which is comme 


he Ladd 
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when he saw Him, immediately the spirit 
convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and 
wallowed, foaming at the mouth. 

21S0 He asked his father, “How long has 
this been happening to him?” 

And he said, “From childhood. 2? And 
often he has thrown him both into the fire 


and into the water to destroy him. But if You — 


can do anything, have compassion on us 
and help us.” 

23Jesus said to him, “If you can believe,* 
all things are possible to him who believes.” 


24Immediately the father of the child | 


cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I be- 
lieve; help my unbelief!” 

25When Jesus saw that the people came 
running together, He rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and enter 
him no more!” 26Then the spirit cried out, 
convulsed him greatly, and-came out of hini. 
And he became as one dead, so that many 
said, “He is dead.” 2’But Jesus took nim by 
the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 

28And when He had come into the nouse, 
His disciples asked Him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” 

29S0 He said to them, “This kind can 
come out by nothing but prayer and fast- 
ing.”4 


~. Jesus’ Second Prophecy of His 
Passion = 
(Mt 17:22, 23; Lk 9:43-45) 


Then they departed from there and 


passed through Galilee, and He did not 
want anyone to know it.t 3!For He taught 
His disciples and said to them, “The Son of 
Man is being betrayed into the hands of 
men, and they will kill Him. And after He is 
killed, He will rise the third day.” 32But they 
did not understand this saying, and were 
afraid to ask Him. 


æ The Way of Discipleship > 
(Mt 18:1-35; Lk 9:46-50) 


~%Then He came to Capernaum. And when 
He was in the house He asked them, “What 


1344 


was it you disputed among yourselves on 
the road?”t 34But they kept silent, for on the 
road they had disputed among themselves 
who would be the greatest. And He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If 
anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of 
all and servant of all.” 2°Then He took a little 
child and set him in the midst of them. And 
when He had taken him in His arms, He said 
to them, 37“Whoever receives one of these 
little children in My name receives Me; and 
whoever receives Me, receives not Me but 
Him who sent Me.” | 

- 388Now John answered Him, saying, 
“Teacher, we saw someone who does not 


| follow us casting out demons in Your name, 
| and we forbade him because he does not 


follow us.”t 

39But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for 
no one who works a miracle in My name 
ean soon afterward speak evil of Me. #For 
he who is not against us is on our? side. 


| 41For whoever gives you a cup of water to 


drink in My name, because you belong to 
Christ. assuredly, I say to you, he will by no 
means lose his reward. 

42“Rut whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would 
be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck, and he were thrown into 
the sea.t4 43]f your hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off, It is better for you to enter into life 


maimed, rather than having two hands, to 


go to hell, into the fire that shall never be 
quenched—t “where 


‘Their worm does not die | 
And the fire is not quenched. 


45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life lame, 
rather than having two feet, to be cast into 
hell, into the fire that shall never be 
quenched— where 


9:23 ®NU-Text reads “‘If You can!’ All things..." 


9:29 aNU-Text omits and fasting. 9:40°M-Text 
reads against you is on your side. 9:44°®NU- 


Text omits this verse. 





9:30-32 Jesus predicts His death and Resurrection a second time (see 8:31) to show He is going to His 


Passion freely, and not being taken against His will. 
9:33-37 See note at Mt 18:1-4. 
9:38-40 See note at Lk 9:46-50, 


9:42 Little ones include all who have childlike humility and simplicity, all who are poor in spirit. 


= r a a 
9:42—10:1 This passage is read on December 17, the Feast of the Prophet Daniel. 


9:43-48 5ee note at Mt 18:8. 

















‘Their worm does not die 


And if your eye Causes you to sin, pluck it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire— 48where 


‘Their worm does not die 
And the fire is not quenched.’ 


“For everyone will be seasoned with 
fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned 
| with salt.t>°Salt is good, but if the salt loses 
its flavor, how will you season it? Have salt 
in yourselves, and have peace with one an- 


other.” 

] Then He arose from there and came 
to the region of Judea by: the other 

side of the Jordan. And multitudes gath- 

ered to Him again, and as He was accus- 

tomed, He taught them again. 

‘The Pharisees came and asked Him, “Is 
| it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
testing Him.t 
And He answered and said to them, 
‘What did Moses command you?” 

‘They said, “Moses permitted a man to 
) eee a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss 

er,” 

"And Jesus answered and said to them, | 
‘Because of the hardness of your heart he 
wrote you this precept. But from the begin- 
ing of the creation, God ‘made them male 
and female.’* 7‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined | 
'0 his wife, 8and the two shall become one | 
llesh’:a so then they are no longer two, but 
One flesh, "Therefore what God has joined 
Lether, let not man separate.” | 

cay the house His disciples also asked 

m again about the same matter. ''So He 
‘aid to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 
A Marries another commits adultery 
peinst her, !2And if a woman divorces her 
anand and marries another, she commits 
l ultery” 





u What Is Marriage? u7 
(Mt 19:1-12) 














m Being seasoned with fire means being tested t 

| Sande. 1-15), In saying every sacrifice will be season 
2 5 for the remembrance o 

Ingg 2 See notes at Mt 5:31, 32, 19:3-9 

1,2716 See note at Mt 19:13-15. 

‘'-27 See notes at Mt 19:16-26. 


— t5 
"m Children Receive the Kingdom 7- 


ble nN), 


(Mt 19:13-15; Lk 18:15-17) 
t3Then they brought little children to 


Him, that He might touch them: but the dis- 


ciples rebuked those who brought them.t 
'4But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly 
displeased and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid 


| them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 


5Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
will by no means enter it.” 16And He took 
them up in His arms, laid His hands on 
them, and blessed them. 


æ The Danger of Riches z 
(Mt 19:16-30; Lk 18:18-30) 

I7Now as He was going out on the road, 
one came running, knelt before Him, and 
asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life?”t 

l8So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
Me good? No one is good but One, that is, 
God. You know the commandments: ‘Do 
not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ 
‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ 
‘Do not defraud, ‘Honor your father and 
your mother.’ ”? 

20And he answered and said to Him, 
“Teacher, all these things I have kept from 
my youth.” 

21Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go 
your way, sell whatever you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, take up the cross, and 
follow Me.” | 

22But he was sad at this word, and went 
away sorrowful, for he had great posses- 
sions. 

23Then Jesus looked around and Said to 
His disciples, “How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24And the disciples were astonished at His 
words. But Jesus answered again and said 


9:46 "NU-Text omits the last clause of verse 45 
and all of verse 46. 9:48 “Isaiah 66:24 _ 

9:49 \“NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 

10:6 "Genesis 1:27; 5:2 10:8 “Genesis 2:24 
10:19 "Exodus 20;12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 


o see if one’s faith and works are genuine (see 
ed with salt, Jesus is quoting Lv 2:13, in which salt 
f God's covenant with His people, See note at Mt 5:13-16. 
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to them, “Children. hetw hard it is for those 
who trust in riches? to enter the kingdom of 
God! “It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 

26And they were greatly astonished, say- 
ing among themselves, “Who then can be 
saved?” 

“’But Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible.” 

28Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, 
we have left all and followed You.”t 

23So Jesus answered and’ said, “As- 
suredly, | say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or brothers or sisters or fa- 
ther or mother or wife® or children or 
lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, °°who 
shall not receive a hundredfoid now in this 
time—houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with per- 
secutions—and in the age to come, eternal 
life. 31But many who are first will be tast, 
and the last first.” 


-—™ Jesus’ Third Bee Dery of His 
Passion = 
(Mt 20:17-19; LR 18:31-34) 


32Now they were on the road, going up to 
Jerusalem, and Jesus’ was going before 
them; and they were amazed. And as they 
followed they were afraid. Then He took 
the twelve aside again and began to tell 
them the things that would happen to Him:t 
33“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the 
chief priests and to the scribes; and they 
will condemn Him to death and deliver 
Him to the Gentiles; “tand they will mock 
Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, 
and kill Him. And the third day He will rise 
again. 4 


AN . True Geéstnass in Séevina PP 
(Mt 20:20-28) 
3Then James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we 
want You to do for us whatever we ask.”t 
36And He said to them, “What do you 
want Me to do for you?” 
37They said to Him, “Grant us that we 
may sit, one on Your right hand and the 
other on Your left, in Your glory.” 
38But Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
39They said to Him, “We are able.” 
So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed 
drink the cup that I drink, and with the 
| baptism I am baptized with you will be 
| baptized; büt to sit on My right hand and 
| on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for 
| those for whom it is prepared.” 
| *1And when the ten heard it, they began 
to be greatly displeased with James and 
John. “But Jesus called them to Himself 
| and said to them, “You Know that those who 
_ are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord 
| it over them, and their great ones exercise 
| authority over them. #Yet it shall not be so 
| among you; but whoever desires to become 
| great among you shall be your servant. 
4 And whoever of you desires to be first 
shall be slave of all. For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many.”t 
“=. The Blind Man Believes - 
(Lk 18:35—-43) 
16Now they came to Jericho. As He went 
out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of 
Timaeus, sat by the road begging.t “And 





10:24 *«NU-Text omits for those who trust in 
riches. 10:29 NU-Text omits or wife. 





10:28-30 See note at Mt 19:29. 


10:32-34 Christ's repeated predictions of His Passion were intended to encourage and strengthen the 
disciples for the terrifying events they would face. They also confirms that Christ was going to His death 


of His own will and choosing. 
10:35-40 See note at Mt 20:20-23.. 


10:45 The phrase for many is an Aramaic expression meaning “for all.” 

10:46-52 The restoration of sight to the blind (w, 51, 52) was a sign expected to be performed by the 

Messiah (Is 29:18; 35:4, 5), a power God had reserved for Himself (compare Jn 9:32), Son of David 

(vv, 47, 48) was a messianic title, showing that Bartimaeus (v. 46) had faith that Jesus was the Christ, 
The Fathers give a spiritual interpretation to this miracle as well. Jericho was a low-lying city associ- 

ated with sin (Lk 10:30; 19:1); here it symbolizes fallen humanity, Christ passing through Jericho is an 

image of His Incarnation. The Lord restoring sight to Bartimaeus parallels His restoring humanity to 

glory. Having been made whole by Christ, human nature can now follow Christ on the road to the King- 

dom (v. 52), symbolized by our Lord's subsequent entrance into Jerusalem (11:1-11). : 








ees 





when he heard that it was Jesus of Naza- 
reth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
son of David, have mercy on me!” 

‘Then many warned him to be quiet: but 
ne cried out all the more, “Son of David. 
have mercy on me!” | 





4So Jesus stood still and.commanded | 


him to be called. 

Then they called the blind.man, saying to 
him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling 
ou.” 

‘And. throwing aside his garment, he 
rose and came to Jesus, | | 

5ISo Jesus answered and said to him, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 


The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, | 


that I may receive my sight.” 

“Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
your faith has made you well.” And imme- 
diately he received his sight and followed 
Jesus on the road. 


~. The Triumphal Entry .- 
` (Mt 21:1-9; Lk 19:28-44: Jn 12:12-19) 
| Now when they drew near Jerusa- 
lem, to Bethphage@ and Bethany, at 
the Mount of Olives, He sent two of-His 
disciples;t 2and He said to them, “Go into 


the village opposite you; and as soon as | 


you have entered it you will find a colt tied, 
on which no one has sat. Loose it and 
bring it. 3And if anyone says to you; ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord: has 
“in of it,’ and immediately he will send it 
here,” | 
‘So they went their way, and found the@ 
Colt tied by the door outside on the street, 
and they loosed it, 5But some of those who 
stood there said to them, “What are you 
doing, loosing the colt?” 
_ And they spoke to them just as Jesus 
had commanded. So they let them go. 
en they brought the colt to Jesus and 


PEW their clothes on it, and He sat on it, 
and many spread their clothes on the | 


ad, and others cut down leafy branches 






om the trees and spread them on the 
ie ‘Then those who went before and 
. Oe Who followed cried out, saying: 





14) 
lt See notes at Mt 21:1-11. 
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“Hosanna! 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lorp!’a 
‘Blessed is the kingdom of our father 
David 
That comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” 





'lAnd Jesus went into Jerusalem and into 
the temple. So when He had looked around 
at all things, as the hour was already late, 
He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 


=~ The Barren Fig Tree 7 
(Mt 21:18, 19) 


l2Now the next day, when they had come 
out from Bethany, He was hungry. !2And 
seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, 
He went to. see if perhaps He would find 


something on it. When He came to it, He 


found nothing but leaves, for it was not the 
season for figs.t !4In response Jesus said to 
it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever 
again.” oe. 

And His disciples heard it. ` 

~; The Temple Cleansed 7 
(Mt 21:12-17; Lk 19:45—-48) 
195So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus 


went into the temple and began to drive out 


those who bought and sold in the temple; 
and overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves.t '6And He would not allow anyone 
to carry wares through the temple. “Then 


He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, 


‘My house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all nations’ ?* But you have made it a 
‘den of thieves.” ”® | | 

18And the scribes and chief priests heard 


it and sought how they might destroy Him; 


for they feared Him, because all the peo- 
ple were astonished at His teaching. 
\SWhen evening had come, He went out of 
the city. | 


11:1°®M-Text reads Bethsphage, | 11:4 *°NU-Text 
and M-Text read a. 11:98Psalm 117;26 

11:10 ®NU-Text omits in the name of the Lord. 
11:17 "Isaiah 56:7 "Jeremiah 7:11 





figs means that this fig tree had sprouted an early full foliage, indi- 


ct 14 It was not the season for figs | 
ture 22 first crop, but without bearing any 
4 fig tree is often a symbol of Israel (Hos 
“i from her and given to another people, 
Mis 23; see note at Mt 21:19). 
19 See note at Mt 21:12, 13. 


fruit. Jesus, finding not even one fig, condemns it, In Scrip- _ 
9:10). Her fruitfulness has ceased, so the Kingdom will be 
who are called to bear spiritual fruit (see Mt 21:43; 


MARK IL:20O — 
“~ The Fig Tree Withered m> 
(Mt 21:20-22) 
20Now in the morning, as they passed by, 





they saw the fig tree dried up from the | 


roots.t 2!And Peter, remembering, said to 
Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away.’ 

2249 Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Have faith in God. 23For assuredly, I say to 


you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be re- | 


moved and be cast into the sea, and does 
not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
those things he says will be done, he will 
have whatever he says.t 24Therefore I say to 
you, whatever things you ask when you 


pray, believe that you receive them, and | 


you will have them. 

25“And whenever you stand praying. if 
you have anything against anyone, forgive 
him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses. 7*But if you do 
not forgive, neither will your Father in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.”@t 


-=. By Whose Authority? > 
(Mt 21:23-27; Lk 20:1-8) 
27Then they came again to Jerusalem. 
And as He was walking in the temple, the 
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders 
came to Him.t 28And they said to Him, “By 
what authority are You doing these things? 
And who gave You this authority to do 
these things?” | 
29But Jesus answered and said to them, “I 
also will ask you one question; then answer 
Me, and I will tell you by what authority I do 
these things: 2°The baptism of John—was it 
from heaven or from men? Answer Me.” 
31And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 


say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ | 


32But if we say, ‘From men’ ”—they feared 
the people, for all counted John to have 
been a prophet indeed. *3So they answered 
and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” 

And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority | 
do these things.” 
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12:11 4Psalm 117:22, 23 


11:20, 21 The cursing and withering of the fig tree is a prophetic act signifying the judgment of Israel. 


~. The Wicked Vinedressers 7- 
| (Mt 21:33-46; LR 20:9-19) 

P Then He began to speak to them in 
l / parables: “A man planted a vine- 
yard and set a hedge around it, dug a 
place for the wine vat and built a tower. 


And he leased it to vinedressers and went 


into a far country.t 2Now at vintage-time 
he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that 
he might receive some of the fruit of the 
vineyard from the vinedressers. 3And they 
took him and beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. *Again he sent them an- 
other servant, and at him they threw 
stones, wounded him in the head, and 
sent him away shamefully treated. "And 
again he sent another, and him they killed; 
and many others, beating some and killing 
some. Therefore still having one son, his 
beloved, he-also sent him to them last, say- 
ing, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7But those 


-vinedressers said among themselves, “This 


is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 8So they took 
him and killed him and cast him out of the 
vineyard. 

Therefore what will the owner of the 
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the 
vinedressers, and give the vineyard to oth- 
ers. Have you not even read this Scripture: 


‘The stone which the builders rejected 
_Has become the chief cornerstone. 
1! This was the Lord’s doing, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’? ”? 


12 And they sought to lay hands on Him, but 
feared the multitude, for they knew He had 


| spoken the parable against them. So they 


left Him and went away. 
a Taxes to Caesar => 
(Mt 22:15-22; Lk 20:20-26) 


— 18Then they sent to Him some of the 
Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him 





11:26"®NU-Text omits this verse. 12:48NU-Text 
omits and at him they threw stones. 


The disciples need to learn that the old covenant with Israel is becoming “obsolete” and will “vanish 
away” (Heb 8:13). They will establish His Church, ultimately to be filled with Gentiles and Jews, and 
need assurance that they are following His will. The fig tree will be an indelible image in their minds. 


11:23-25 See note at Mt 21:21, 

11:26 See note at Mt 6:14, 15. 

11:27-33 See Lk 7:29, 30. See note at Mt 21:23-27. 
12:1-12 See note at Lk 20:9-16. 


yay of God in truth, Is it lawful to pay taxes 


| ‘Render to Caesar the things that are 





i | wife; and dying, he left no offspring. 2!And 


Hot know the Scriptures nor the power of 


n kh ek = 











n His words.t l4When they had come, they 
aid to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are 
sue, and care about no one; for You do not 
regard the person of men, but teach the 








to Caesar, Or not? Shall we pay, or shall 
we not pay?” 

But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to’ 
them, “Why do you test Me? Bring Me a 
denarius that I may see it,” 16So they 
brought it. 

And He said to them, “Whose image 
and inscription ts this?” They said to Him, 
‘Caesar’s.” 

And Jesus answered and said to them, 


Caesar's, and to God the things’ that are 
God's.” | 

And they marveled at Him. 

- Jesus Explains the Resurrection «= 

(Mt 22:23-33; Lk 20:2740) 

‘Then some Sadducees, who say there is 
no resurrection, came to rlim;, and they 
asked Him, saying:t 19“Teacher. Moses | 
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| os. MARK 12:35 
not read in the book of Moses, in the burn- 
ing bush passage, how God spoke to him, 
saying, 7 am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27He is not 
the God of the dead, but the God of the liv- 
ing. You are therefore greatly mistaken.” 





~ The Greatest Commandment -= 
(Mt 22:3440) 
8Then one of the scribes came, and hay- 


ing heard them reasoning together, per- 
ceiving? that He had answered them well, 


asked Him, “Which is the first command- 
ment of all?”t 

29Jesus answered him, “The first of all the 
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the 
LORD our God, the LoRD is one. °And you 
Shall love the LORD your God with all your 


| heart, with all your soul, with all your 
| mind, and with all your strength.’ This is 
the first commandment. 3!And the second, 


like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself’ There is no other command- 
ment greater than these.” 

2S0 the scribe said to Him, “Well said, 


wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and | Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for 
leaves his wife behind, and. leaves no chil- | there is one God, and there is no other but 
dren, his brother should take his wife and | He. *%And to love Him with all the heart, 


raise up offspring for his brother. 2°Now | 


there were seven brothers. The first took a 





the second took her, and he died; nor did he 
leave any offspring, And the third likewise. 
“So the seven had her and left no off- 
‘pring. Last of all the woman died also, 
“Therefore, in the resurrection, when they | 
se, whose wife will she be? For all seven 
had her as wife.” 
“Jesus answered and said ‘to them, “Are 
vou not therefore mistaken, because you do 


0d? For when they rise from the dead, 
hey neither marry nor are given in mar- 
"age, but are like angels in heaven. 2*But 
“ncerning the dead, that they rise, have you 








with all the understanding, with all the 
soul,* and with all the strength, and to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all 
the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34Now when Jesus saw that he answered 
wisely, He said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” 
But after that no one dared question Him. 


~ David’s Son and Lord «=> 
(Mt 22:41-46; Lk 20:41-44) 
Then Jesus answered and said, while He 


i 


taught in the temple, “How is it that the 


| 12:26 Exodus 3:6, 15 12:288NU-Text reads 


seeing. 12:304Deuteronomy 6:4, 5 ©NU-Text 
omits this sentence. 12:31 “Leviticus 19:18 
12:33 ®NU-Text omits with all the soul. 





12:13-17 The Herodians were. Jewish political supporters of the ruling house of Herod the Great and 


35 willing servants of Rome. See note at Mt 22:15-22. 


high 
th 


“18 The Sadduce resent landowners and other wealthy families in Jerusalem. They held many 
Offices in ER the temple and the Sanhedrin. They differed from the Pharisees in that 


Ri he were politically prudent and adapted to the presence of the Romans. The Sadducees interpreted 


Urre 
des 


faith 
Cor 


Pression of love of God. See notes at Mt 22:35-40. 





| a i ike the jecte ief in ang in the res- 

aW even more rigidly than the Pharisees and, unlike them, rejected belief in angels and in 

ction from A Ape be the end of the age. The Sadducees completely disappeared after the 

i truction of Jerusalem. (See notes on Mt 22:23, 29). | | 

5 31 In His response to one of the scribes, Jesus quotes Dt 6:4, 5, the greatest Jewish confession of 
called the shema’ (meaning “hear,” the first word of the confession). In v. 31, He quotes Lv 19:18, 

Ining what is already present in the OT to create a new understanding: love of neighbor is an ex- 


MARK 12:36 





David?t °6For David himself said by the Holy 
Spirit: : 


‘The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.” ” 


37Therefore David himself calls Him ‘Lord’ 
how is He then his Son?” | 

And the common people heard Him 
gladly. 


=~. Beware of the Scribes =- 
(Mt 23:1-13; Lk. 20:45-47) 
38Then He said to them in His teaching, 
“Beware of the scribes, who desire to go 
around in long robes, love greetings in the 
marketplaces, 2%the best seats in the syna- 










gogues, and the best places at feasts, “who | 
devour widows’ houses, ana for a pretense | 


make long prayers. These: will receive 
greater condemnation.” : 


=x A Poor Widow Gives Al! = i 
(ER 21: 1—4) 


“Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury 
and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in 
much.t Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quad- 
rans. *°So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than 
all those who have given to the treasury; 
44for they all put in out of their abundance, 
but she out of her poverty put in all that she 
had, her whole livelihood,” 





12:35-37 See note at Mt 22:4146, 





ASG ASO 
scribes say that the Christ is the Son of 


] 






"m The Destruction of the Temple =. 
(Mt 24:1, 2; LR 21:5, 6) 
Then as He went out of the temple, 
one of His disciples said to Him, 
“Teacher, see what manner of stones and 
what buildings are here!”* axe 
2And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Do you see these great buildings? Not one 
stone shall be left upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down.” 


«=. The Beginning of Sorrows 7> 
~ (Mt 24:3-14; Lk 21:7-19) 
3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives 


opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, 


and Andrew asked Him privately, *“Tell us, 


| when will these things be? And what will 


be the sign when all these things will be 
fulfilled?” | | 
5And Jesus, answering them, began to 


| say: “Take heed that no one deceives you.t 


6For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 
am He.’ and will deceive many. ‘But when 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 
not be troubled; for such things must hap- 
nen, but the end is not yet: 8For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in 
various places, and there will be famines 
and troubles.’ These are the beginnings of 


| SOTTOWS. 


But watch out for yourselves, for they 
will deliver you up to councils, and you will 
be beaten in the synagogues. You will be 
brought: before rulers and kings for My 


sake, for a testimony to them. And the 


12:36 Psalm 109:1 12:42 "Greek lepta, very 


| small copper coins worth a fraction of a penny 


13:8 82NU-Text omits and troubles, _ 13:9 ®NU- 


Text and M-Text read will stand. 


12:41-44 According to the Fathers, the Lord accounts the value of a gift not by how much is given, but 
by how much is kept back. Thus the poor widow is counted to have given a great gift, having kept 
nothing for herself. Those who give out of their abundance (v. 44) but keep plenty for themselves are 
counted by God to have given very little. In the conversion of Cornelius; we learn that God takes note 


of our giving (Acts 10:4). 


13:1, 2 Christ's prophecy of the destruction of the temple was fulfilled in ao 70, when the temple was 


destroyed by the Romans. © 


13:5-23 See notes at Mt 24:3-31. The account of the end times is given here in a reverse parallel (or 
chiastic) form, in which the topics mentioned in the first half of the passage are repeated and amplitied 
in reverse order in the second half. Thus, the passage both begins and ends with a warning to take ~ 
heed about false christs (vv. 5, 23). The second warning is about wars (v. 7), while the second-to-last 
warning is about tribulation (v. 19), The third warning concerns being delivered up to councils (v. 9), 
while the third-to-last warning is also about being delivered up, this time by family members (v. 12). At 
the center of this discourse is the prophecy that the gospel must first be preached to all the nations 

(v. 10), which is at the heart of the apostolic ministry and mission of the Church (Mt 28:19, 20). 
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gospel must first be preached to all'the na- 
“ons. "But when they arrest you and de- 
ver you up, do not worry beforehand, or 
premeditate® What you will speak. But 
whatever is given you in that hour, speak 
that; for it is not. you who speak, but the 
Holy Spirit. Now brother will betray 
prother to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents and 
cause them to be put to death. '3And you 
will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But 
he who endures to the end shall be saved. 


œ Tribulation in Jerusalem m 
(Mt 24:15-28; Lk 21:20-24)" 


"So when you see the ‘abomination of | 


_ desolation,“* spoken of by Daniel the 
_ prophet, standing where it ought not” (let 


| the reader understand), “then let those who | 


are in Judea flee to the mountains. !S5Let 
him who is on the housetop not go down 
| into the house, nor enter to take anything 
| out of his house. '°And Jet. him who is in the 
field not go back to. get his clothes. !/But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those 
| who are nursing babies in those days! 
| And pray that your flight may not be in 
| winter. '"For in those days there will be 
_ tribulation, such as has not been since the 
) beginning of the creation which God cre- 
ated until this time, nor ever shall be. #And 
| unless the Lord had shortened those days, 
| no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s 
ee whom He chose, He shortened the 
ys. 
= “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here 
_ 'Sthe Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He is there!’ do not 
| believe it, 22For false christs and false 
Prophets will rise and show signs and won- 
fers to deceive, if possible, even the elect, 
‘But take heed: see, I have told you all 
tnings beforehand. 


™. The Coming of the Son of Man 7> 

| (Mt 24:29-31; Lk 21:25-28) 
Py “But in those days, after that tribula- 
| 0n, the sun will be darkened, and the 








On will not give its light; the stars of 


eC nt nt haliavy | Mel 00 a aa e aaa a aaa TAE AREEN 
$ at all times (i.e., the generation of the Church), and not — 
ist's prophecy is that the Church will continue to thrive until 
hings may sometimes appear. 
not know the day of His own return, St. John Chrysos- 








30 This generation refers to all believer 
Hi 3 y those alive at the time of Christ. Chr 
13; iM regardless of how desperate t 

sy Though Jesus declares that the Son does 


In Christ will not reveal the exact day to anyone, 
luire of Him. 
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heaven will fall, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory. 27And then He 
will send His angels, and gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from the far- 
thest part of earth to the farthest part of 
heaven. 


=, When Will He Return? 7- 
(Mt 24:32-44; Lk 21:29-36) 

28*Now learn this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become 
tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that 
Summer is near. 2?So you also, when you 
see these things happening, know that it@ is 
near—at the doors! 2°Assuredly, I say to 
you, this generation will by no means pass 
away till all these things take place.t 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away. 

32°But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 


‘the Son, but only the Father.t 3Take heed, 


watch and pray; for you do not know when 
the time is: 4It-is like a man going to a far 
country, who left his house and gave au- 
thority to his servants, and to each -his 
work, and commanded the doorkeeper to 
watch. Watch therefore, for you do not 


know when the master of the house is com- 


ing—in the evening, at midnight, at the 
crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— 
36Jest, coming, suddenly, he find you sleep- 
ing. ?7And what I say to you, I say to all: 
Watch!” 


œ The Conspiracy to Kill Jesus > 
(Mt 26:1-5; LR 22:1, 2) i= 
| A After two days it was the Passover 
“I and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
And the chief priests and the scribes sought 
how they might take Him by trickery and 





13:11 2NU-Text omits or premeditate, 
13:14 “Daniel 11:31; 12:11 *NU-Text omits spo- 
ken of by Daniel the prophet, 13:29°Or He 


| 


but as a figure of speech, The meaning is simply 


M tea | eT Oe | erstood literally, 
hat ches that this is not to be une and that believers should not be so brazen as to ~ 
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put Him to death.t 2But they said, “Not dur- 
ing the feast, lest there be an uproar of the 
people.” 





~. The Anointing at Bethany m> 
(Mt 26:6-13; Jn 12:1-8) 


3And being in Bethany at the house of 
Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a 
woman came having an alabaster flask of 
very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke 
the flask and poured it on His head.t ‘But 
there were some who were indignant 
among themselves, and said, “Why was this 
fragrant oil wasted? °For it might have been 
sold for more than three hundred denarii 
and given to the poor.” And they criticized 
her sharply. 

6But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do 


——— ee = —— — 


e Preparations for the Passover 7. 
(Mt 26:17-19; Lk 22:7-13) 
'2Now on the first day of Unleavened 


Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, 
His disciples said to Him, “Where do You 


want us to go and prepare, that You may eat 
the Passover?”t 

i3And He sent out two of His disciples 
and said to them, “Go into the city, and a 
man will meet you carrying a pitcher of 
water; follow him.t }4Wherever he goes in, 
say to the master of the house, ‘The 


Teacher says, “Where is the guest room in 


which I may eat the Passover with My dis- 
ciples?” ’ '5Then he will show you a large 
upper room, furnished and prepared; there 
make ready for us.” 

16S9 His disciples went out, and came 


you trouble her? She has done a good work | into the city, and found it just as He had 
for Me. 7For you have the poor with you al- | said to them; and they prepared the 


ways, and whenever you wish you may do | 
them good: but Me you do not have alway SA 
8She has done what she could. She has | 


come beforehand to anoint My body for 
burial. ?Assuredly, I say to you, wherever 


this gospel is preached in the whole world, | 


what this woman has done wil! aisc be told 
as a memoria! to her.” 


= Judas Betrays Jesus 7> 
(Mt 26:14-16; Lk 22:3-6) 


l0Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, 
went to the chief priests to betray Him to 
them.t !!And when they heard it, they were 
glad, and promised to give him money. So 
he sought how he might conveniently be- 
tray Him. 


„Passover. 


m The Last Supper: The Eucharist 
Instituted -7> 


(Mt 26:20-35; Lk 22:14-38; Jn 13:1-38) — 
'7In the evening He came with the twelve. 
i8Now as they sat and ate, Jesus Said, 


“Assuredly, I say to you, one of you who 


eats with Me will betray Me.” 
19And they began to be sorrowful, and to 
say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” And an- 
other said, “Is it I?”? | 
20He answered and said to them, “It is 
one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the 


14:19 "“NU-Text omits this sentence. 





14:1 The Feast of Unleavened Bread begins with the Passover meal on the evening of 15 Nisan (on the 
Jewish calendar) and lasts seven days (Ex 12:12-20). Together, these feasts commemorate Israel's libera- 
tion from slavery in Egypt. The word Passover refers to the angel of death “passing over” Hebrew 
homes when killing the firstborn of the Egyptians, for the Jews had put lamb’s blood on their doorposts 
(Ex 12:13). Unleavened bread is a reminder of the haste with which the Hebrews left Egypt (Ex 12:39). 
This Passover was fulfilled in Christ, whose blood was shed to free humanity from bondage to sin and 


death. 
14:3-9 See note at Mt 26:6-13. 


14:10 Judas on his own initiative seeks to betray Jesus. His motives have been debated, but the Fathers 
and the liturgical hymns declare that greed was his underlying motive, This is revealed in Jn 12:4-6, 
where Judas was particularly upset about the “waste” of myrrh in the preceding story because he was a 
thief (see also 1Ti 6:10). The betrayal by Judas is remembered specifically on Holy Wednesday, as many 
of the liturgical hymns contrast his greed with the woman's generous anointing of Christ (v. 3). It isa 
tradition dating back to the first century (see the Didache) that Orthodox Christians fast on most 
Wednesdays of the year in remembrance of the ways in which we, like Judas, betray our Savior through 


our sinfulness. 


14:12 When they killed the Passover /Jamb: See note at Jn 19:14. 


14:13 The two disciples are Peter and John (Lk 22:8), 
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ish.t 2'The Son of Man indeed goes just as 
it is written of Him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been good for that man if he had 
never been born.”t 

vand as they were eating, Jesus took 


them and said, “Take, eat; this is My body ”t 

23Then He took the cup, and when He had 
given thanks He gave it to them, and they 
all drank from it. **And He said to them, 
‘This is My blood of the newa covenant. 
which is shed for many. 2Assuredly, I say 
to you, | will no longer drink of the fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new 
inthe kingdom of God.” 
| “And when they had sung a hymn, they 
went out to the Mount of Olives.t 

“Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will 
be made to stumble because of Me this 
night, for it is written: 


I will strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep wil! be scattered.’ 


“But after I have been raised, I will go 
before you to Galilee.” 

“Peter said to Him, “Even if all are made 
lo stumble, yet I will not be.” 

“Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to 
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you that today, even this night, before the 
tooster crows twice, you will deny Me three 


limes.” | 

‘But he spoke more vehemently, “If 1 
have to die with You, I will not deny You!” 

And they all said likewise. 

æ. Gethsemane 7 

_ (Mt 26:36-46: Lk 22:39-46; Jn 18:1) 

“Then they came to a place which was 
named Gethsemane; and He said to His dis- 





pe of His closest friends (see Ps 54:13-15), 





[353 





pread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to | 
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ciples, “Sit here while I pray.”t And He 
took Peter, James, and John with Him, and 
He began to be troubled and deeply dis- 
tressed. “Then He said to them, “My soul is 
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay 
here and watch.” 

3°He went a little farther, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that if it were possible, 
the hour might pass from Him. 26And He 
said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible 











for You. Take this cup away from Me: never- 


theless, not what I will, but what You will.”t 

“Then He came and found them sleep- 
ing, and said to Peter, “Simon, ‘are you 
sleeping? Could you not watch one hour? 
’’Watch and pray, lest you enter into temp- 
tation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 

39A gain He went away and prayed, and 
spoke the same words. #“9And when He re- 
turned, He found them asleep again, for 
their eyes were heavy; and they did not 
Know what to answer Him. 

“Then He came the third time and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? It 
is enough! The hour has come; behold, the 
Son of Man is being betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. 
See, My betrayer is at hand.” 

æ% Jesus Is Arrested «> 
(Mt 26:47-56; Lk 22:47-53; Jn 18:2-12) 
43And immediately, while He was still 
speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a 
great multitude with swords and clubs, 


| came from the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders.t “Now 


His betrayer had 





14:22 “NU-Text omits eat. 14:24 “NU-Text 
omits new. 14:27 "NU-Text omits because of 
Me this night. "Zechariah 13:7 





14:20 Christ emphasizes both that His betrayer is one of the twelve and that he is one who dips with 
Me in the dish not so much to identify the person as to emphasize the level of betrayal, that this was 


a Divine foreknowledge of the betrayal takes away neither Judas’ moral freedom nor his account- 
lity, For God, all things are a present reality; He foresees all human actions, but does not cause them, 


ree See note at Lk 22:19, 20. 
M4147 


| 


Note at Jn 18:2. 







14: d the Father. See also note at Mt 26:39. 


This hymn is a psalm from a group of psalms traditionally sung after the Passover meal 


14; N; | i 
Sg 2 Gethsemane, meaning “oil press,” isan orchard of olive trees at the foot of the Mount of Olives. 


5 One - See note for v. 20. The fact that a kiss is needed to signal the mob is a 
a entary Aa TA S AR that mob. The Jewish leaders and even the most common people 
ind. Nave re , im. This shows these soldiers were mercenaries, dispatched by the chief priests 
d cognized Him. This sho 4 eget i ; 
© scribes and the elders, a group which according to John’s Gospel included Romans (Jn 18:3). 
9x Christians pray at every Liturgy for the strength not to kiss Jesus in betrayal as did Judas. 
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given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I 
kiss, He is the One; seize Him and lead Him 
away Safely.” 

As soon as he had come, immediately 
he went up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, 
Rabbi!” and kissed Him. | 

Then they laid their hands on Him and 
took Him. 47And one of those who stood by 
drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest: and cut off his ear.t 

48Then Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Have you come out, as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to take Me? *I was 

daily with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures 
must be fulfilled.” | 
50Then they all forsook Him and fled. 
5INow a certain young man followed 
Him. having a linen cloth thrown around 
his naked body. And the young men laid 
hold of him,t Sand he left the linen cloth 
and fled from them naked. | 


~. Jesus Before the Sanhedrin > 
(Mt 26:57-68; Lk 22:54, 63-71; Jn 18:13-24) 
53And they led Jesus away to the high 
priest; and with him were assembled allthe 
chief priests, the elders, and the scribes. 
54But Peter followed Him ata distance, 


right into the courtyard of the high priest. | 


And he sat with the servants and warmed 
himself at the fire. 

55Now the chief priests and all the coun- 
cil sought testimony against Jesus to put 
Him to death, but found none, For many 
hore false witness against Him, but their 
testimonies did not agree. | | 


57Then some rose up and bore false wit- 


ness against Him, saying, °**We heard Him 
say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with 
hands, and within three days Į will 
another made without hands.’ ” But not 
even then did their testimony agree. 


14:47 See note at Mt 26:52-54. 


build | 
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60And the high priest stood up in the 
midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You an- 
swer nothing? What is it these men testify 
against You?” ®!But He kept silent and an- 
swered nothing. | 

Again the high priest asked Him, saying 
to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?” 

62Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven.”t 

63Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “What further need do we have of 
witnesses? §You have heard the blas- 
phemy! What do you think?” 

And they all condemned Him to be de- 
serving of death. 

65Then some began to spit on Him, and to 
blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say 

to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck 
| Him with the palms of their hands.@ 


= Peter’s Denials -= 
(Mt 26:58, 69-75; Lk 22:54-62; Jn 18:15-18, 
25-27) 

66Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, 
one of the servant ‘girls of the high priest 
came.t 67And when she saw Peter warming 
| himself, she looked at him and said, “You 
also were with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

6But he denied it, saying, “I neither know 
nor understand what you are saying.” And he 
went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed. 

69nd the servant girl saw him again, and 
began to say to those who stood by, “This 1S 
one of them.” 7But he denied it again. 

And a little later those who stood by said 
to Peter again, “Surely you are one of them; 
for you are a Galilean, and your speech 
shows 1t."2 a 
14:65 8NU-Text reads received Him with slaps. 
14:70 *“NU-Text omits and your speech shows it. 


14:51, 52 To flee naked is a great shame and humiliation (Ezk 16:39; Am 2:16), Some teach this young 


man was James, the brother of the Lord (Gal 1:19), 


youngest of the twelve. Most others believe this was Mark, the author of this 


mon literary device for a writer not to give his own name (see Lk 24:13; Jn 21 
been inclined to humiliate Mark, whereas Mark would 


do not report this incident, They would not have 


while others say that it was the apostle John, the 


Gospel, as it was a com- 
24), The other evangelists 


have been more likely to relate such an event concerning himself. 


14:62 | am (Gr. ego eimi) is the divine Name of 


Himself. The use of this Name by a mere man Was considered blasphemy and was puni 
fully God, His use of this Name cannot be blasphemy, 


(Lv 24:16; see Jn 8:58). However, because Jesus is 


but reveals His unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Only in Mark's acce t's 
p 4 e Power means to share authority with the Father. Thisstatement 


direct, To sit at the right hand of th 


God; its use indicates a theophany, or revelation of God 


shable by death 


ccount is Christ’s answer so 


was clearly understood by the high priest to be a claim of equality with God (v. 64). 


14:66-72 See notes at Lk 22:56, 61. 
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nThen he began to curse and swear, “I do 

jot know this Man of whom you speak!” 
nA second time the rooster’ crowed. Then 

peter called to mind the word that Jesus 


nad said to him, “Before the rooster crows 
wice, you will deny Me three times.” And | 


when he thought about it, he wept. 
=. Jesus Before Pilate o- 


(Mt 27:1, 2; 11-26; Lk 23:1-25; Jn 18:28—19:16) | 


Immediately, in the morning, the 
| chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole coun- 
cil; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, 
and delivered Him to Pilate.t 2Then Pilate 
asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 

He answered and said to him, “It is as 
you say.”* | 

3And the chief priests accused Him of 
many things, but He answered nothing.t 
‘Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do 
You answer nothing? See how many things 
they testify against You!’* ®5But Jesus still 
answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled. 

‘Now at the feast he was accustomed to 
releasing one prisoner to them, whomever 
they requested.t 7And there was one named 
Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow 
rebels; they had committed murder in the 
rebellion. 8Then the ‘multitude, crying 
aloud, began to ask him to do just as he 
nad always done for them. 9But Pilate an- 
swered them, saying, “Do you want me to 
release to you the King of the Jews?” !°For 
he knew that the chief priests had handed 
im over because of envy. | 
‘But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, 
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15:1 While the Jewish religious law dictated the death penalty for blasphemers (Lv 24:16), under Ro- 


so that he should rather release Barabbas to 
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them. '4Pilate answered and said to them 
again, “What then do you want me to do with 
Him whom you call the King of the Jews?” 

SSo they cried out again, “Crucify Him!” 

{Then Pilate said to them, “Why, what 
evil has He done?” 

But they cried out all the more, “Crucify 
Him!” | 

SSo Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, 
released Barabbas to them; and he deliv- 
ered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to 
be crucified.t 


= Mocked by Soldiers = 

(Mt 27:27-31) 
l6Then the soldiers led Him away into the 
hall called Praetorium, and they called to- 
gether the whole ‘garrison.t And they 
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted 
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, '*and 
began to salute Him, “Hail; King of the 
Jews!” "Then they struck Him on the head 
with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing 
the knee, they worshiped Him. 2°And when 
they had mocked Him, they took the purple 
off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and 

led Him out to crucify Him. 


< The Crucifixion > : 
(Mt 27:31-44; Lk 23:26-43; Jn 19:17-27) 
4lThen they compelled a certain man. 


Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus, as he was coming out of the 


country and passing by, to bear His cross.t 


15:4@NU-Text reads of which they accuse You. 
15:8°NU-Text reads going up. 





Nan Occupation the Jews were prohibited from carrying out an execution. Thus, they had to get a sen- 


nce issued by Pilate, the Roman governor. 


15:2 Pilate’s question, “Are You the King of the Jews?” comes from the political charges made against 
esus, Since Pilate would not execute a man over religious matters, the chief priests had to come up 

"ith a political crime that would guarantee the death penalty. Thus, they accused Jesus of making Him- 
If an earthly king, which would be treason (see note at Jn 19:7-12). 


5:3-5 That the Savior answered nothing fulfills the prophecy of Is 53:7, which portrays the Messiah 


“1ng silent as He is led “as a sheep to the slaughter." 


Will ask 


5:6-11 The chief priests stirred up the crowd (v. 11): Pilate was hoping to release Jesus, a Man he 
to be innocent (vv. 10, 14; Jn 18:38; 19:4, 6). Thus, he turns to the crowd for support, hoping they 
for Jesus in spite of the chief priests. Barabbas: See note at Mt 27:16. | 


‘IS Pilate’s sin was less than that of the Jewish leaders who delivered Christ to him (Jn 19:11), for the 
dl had the Law and the prophets to instruct them, and Pilate did not. Pilate was not without sin, 


15 
1; 20 See note at Mt 27:27-31. 


wever, for in his desire to gratify the crowd, he knowingly sent an innocent Man to death. 


| a41 Mark mentions Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus because they were likely still living, 
l Possibly even known to Mark's hearers. The spiritual message is that we, like Simon (whose name 
rans "Obedience”), are not only called to carry the cross Christ sets on us, but seeing Christ in others, 
"Fe called to bear each other's burdens as well (Gal 6:2), | 
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22And they noaei Him to thè place 
Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a 
Skull. Then they gave Him wine mingled 
with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. 
24And when they crucified Him, they di- 


vided His garments, casting lots for them to | 


determine what every man should take. 

25Now it was the third hour, and they cru- 
cified Him. And the inscription of His ac- 
cusation: was written ‘above: 


THE KING OF THEJEWS.t 


27With Him they also crucified two rob- 


bers. one on His right and the other on His | 


is translated: “My God, My God, why Have 
You forsaken Me?”* | 

355Some of those who stood by; when they 
heard that, said, “Look, He is calling for 
Elijah!” 36Then someone ran and filled a 
sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, 
and offered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let 
Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to 
take Him down.” 

37And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
and breathed His last.t 

38Then the veil of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom.t 39So when the cen- 


-turion, who stood opposite Him, saw that 


He cried out like this and breathed His 


left.t 28So the Scripture was fulfilled? which | | lasta he said, “Truly this Man was the Son 


says, “And He was numbered. with the 
transgressors.” 
23And those who passed by blasphemed 
Him, wagging their. heads, and saying, 
“Aha! You who. destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, save Yourself, and 
come down from the cross!” 
31] ikewise the chief priests also, mocking | 
among themselves with the scribes, said, 
“He saved others; Himself He cannot save 
32] et the Christ, the King of Israel, descend 
now from the cross, that we may see and 
believe.” 
Even those who were crucified with Him 
reviled Him. 


m Jesus Dies 7 
(Mt 27:45-56; Lk 23:44-49; Jn 19:28-37) 
33Now when the sixth hour had come, 


there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hourt *4And at the ninth > 


hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, say- 


ing, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which 


of Godt | 

40There were also women looking on trom 
afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James the Less and of 
Joses, and Salome,t 4!who also followed 
| Him and ministered to Him when He was 
| in Galilee. and many other women who 
' came up with Him to Jerusalem. 


s The Burial 7- 
(Mt 27:57-61; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42) 
42Niow when evening had come, because 
it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day 
before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, 
a prominent council member, who was 
himself waiting. for the kingdom of God, 
coming and taking courage, went in to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.™ 





15:28 "Isaiah 53:12 bNU-Text omits this verse. | 
15:32 °M-Text reads believe Him. 15:34 "Psalm 
21:2 15:39 8NU-Text reads that He thus 


breathed His last. 





15:26 The inscription: See note at Jn 19: 19-22. 


15:27, 28 Christ being crucified between two robbers not oil Fultitls the Scripture Mb 28; Is. 53:12), but 
shows He is completely identifying with sinful humanity. 


15:33 Darkness: See Zec 14:6, 7; Am 8:9, 
15:34 See note at Mt 27:46. 

15:37 See note at Mt 27:50. 

15:38 Veil: See note at Mt 27:51. 


15:39 The centurion, a Gentile, realizes Jesus has dominion over nature, and therefore acknowledges - 
Him as the Son of God, Tradition knows this soldier as St. Longinos. 

15:40, 41 The faithfulness of the women shows that'in Christ, divine order is being restored to the 
fallen world, Whereas Eve was created to complete Adam (Gn 2:18), but instead led him to sin (Gn 3:6), 
now the women disciples remain faithful while the men flee and hide, It is the women who. bring the 
message of the Resurrection to the men. (16:9-11; Lk 24:9-11), thus restoring that which had been bro- 


ken through sin. 
15:43-46 See note at Lk 23: 50733, 





»[]= 





15:43—16:8 This passage is REA on the third Sunday of Rasch! on whieh is is commemorated te 
Myrrhbearing Women, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. 








~ Sile 





—= 


upilate marveled 








that He was already 


dead: and summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if He had been dead for some 


time. *SO when he found out from the cen- 
turion, he 
Then he bought fine linen, took Him 
down, and wrapped Him jin the linen, And 
he laid Him.in a tomb. which had been 
hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone 
against the door of the tomb. 47And Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses 
observed where He was laid | 
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granted the body to Joseph. 


ae MARK 16:18 


the tomb, for they trembled and were 
amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid t 


w; The Risen Christ Appears 7- 
(Mt 28:9, 10; Lk 24:13-43:Jn 20:11—21:25) 
“Now when He rose early on the first day 
of the week, He appeared first ‘to Mary 
Magdalene; out of whom He had cast seven 
demons.t !°She went and told those who 





i 


had-been with Him, as they mourned and 


wept. ''And when they heard that He was 


alive and had been seen by her, they did not 
believe. | . | eke 
_ “After that, He appeared in another form 
to two of them as they walked and went 
into the country.t 3And they went and told 
it to the rest, but they did not believe them 
either. 


= The Empty Tomb .= 
(Mt 28:1-8; Lk 24:1-12; Jn’ 20:1] 0) 


] Now when.-the Sabbath was past, 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome bought spices, that 
they might come and anoint Himt 2Very 
early in the morning, on the first day of the | ~ The Great Commission .=> 
week, they eae to the ine when me sun | (Mt 28:16-20; Lk 24:44-49) 
had risen. *And they said among them-| 7 ASE 
selves, “Who will roil away the stone from | as ae appear Fie oaeen as ey 
We popni or ne foe LoS AN yne | lief and hardness of heart, because they did 
they looked up, they saw that the stone had | not believe those who had seen Him after 
been rolled away—for it was very large.t | He had risen. And He said to them, “Go 
"And entering the tomb, they saw e youne | into all the world and preach the gospel to 
man clothed in a long white robe sitting on every creaturet he who believes and is 
the right side; and they were alarmed. baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

e ne Said to them, “Do not be alarmed ii oa willbe: conde nae a ante 
nea eK Jesus of Nazareth, who was cruci I isas wih follow e oa O e T My 
fied. He is risen! He is not here. See Ine | mame they! will cast oul demons; they will 
place where they laid Him. 7But go, tell His speak with new tongues;t '8they@ will take 
disciples—and Peter—that He is going be- ear 3 ~ = 
fore you into Galilee; there you will see 
Him, as He said to you.’t | 

‘So they went out quickly@ and fled from 









16:8 ®=NU-Text and M-Text omit quickly. 
16:18 ®NU-Text reads and in their hands they 
will. 





16:1 Because Christ died so close in time to the Sabbath, the burial customs of the Jews could not be 
‘Ompleted, Therefore, these faithful women went as early as possible to complete the rites of burial. 
Mary the mother of James: See note at Lk 24:10. Many teach that Salome was the wife of Zebedee and 

€ mother of James and John. wak i ah 
16:4 The stone had been rolled away not to accommodate the Lord's exit from the tomb, for in His | 
surrected body, He needs no such accommodation (Jn 20:19). Rather, this was to allow the witnesses— 
ànd Us—to look in and see that the tomb was empty. UEURI 

6:7 The specific mention of Peter reveals a special care for the one who had denied christ In the 
Words of Theophi toa Peter would have said of himself, “| feeds Lord, and therefore am no 
longer eve eatery |! and is a promise that Peter is forgiven. | 

| | angel's comm f 
6:8 Thay saad ouanutes HRAS does not mean the women never said anything, but that they kept 
Nt until Jesus appeared to them (w. 9-11). piita haag 
‘9-20 T tiie PES ripts do not contain these verses as part of Mark's Gospel, ws naan a 
“T E r EG ered have them. They are canonized Scripture and are considered by the 
“iD Aea ‘itative, and genuine. | 

‘cn to : authoritative, and g SU SAE 

16:12 NH Papree ir Lord's resurrected body transcends not only physical space ane tine Rin ap- 
Pearance es r AMD pu sometimes recognizable to His disciples, while at other times ; 

‘15 Se AN 3-19, y ] 
6 ee i r Mersan the ability to speak in languages that one has not learned in order to ed 

ongues refers 2 aD! 


IY others in worship (1Co 14) and to preach the gospel (Acts 2:1-11). 
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up serpents; and if they drink anything | they went out and preached everywhere, 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they | the Lord working with them and confirm- 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will re- | ing the word through the accompanying 
cover.”t signs. Amen. 


w The Ascension 


(LR-24:50-53) 16:20 “Verses 9-20 are bracketed in NU-Text as 
19¢ | | not original. They are lacking in Codex 
So then; after the Lord had spoken to | Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus, although 
them, He was received up into heaven, and 


| nearly all other manuscripts of Mark contain 
sat down at the right hand of God.t 2°And | them. 


16:18 To take up serpents refers primarily to spiritual battle against demons (Lk 10:19). Thus, Christ is 
promising to deliver believers from the powers of sin. Furthermore, this would include certain physical 
protection as well. St. Paul was bitten by a serpent and suffered no harm (Acts 28:3-6), and according 
to tradition, Barsabas Justus (Acts 1:23) was forced by unbelievers to drink poison and survived. Never- 
theless, while God’s grace can protect believers from both physical and spiritual harm, to test God by 


deliberately committing harmful acts against oneself is a grave sin (Dt 6:16; Mt 4:7). 
16:19 See note at Lk 24:51. 












Auth or—A\ll the carly sources emphasize that the third gospel was written by 


Luke, who is mentioned in. Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11; and Philemon 
24. By birth Luke was 4 Gentile from Antioch, and by profession a physician. 
He was a fellow worker of Paul’s: the plural “we” (Acts 20:6 fF.) indicates 
Luke was with Paulas he traveled the coast of Asia Minor on his way to 
Jerusalem. Se Ry AF a | ak Wate, EPs 10 


ea €—In his preface to the gospel (1:1), Luke indicates knowledge of other 

> written sources. Most scholars believe he used Mark as a source. He probably 

wrote his gospel either from Greece or from Asia Minor in AD 70-80. 

Major T LETC The universality of the gospel message. Luke has, been called an 
“historian” because he dates biblical events by reference to secular history 
(2:1, 2; 3:1). Since this is a gospel written for Christians of Gentile | | 
background, it emphasizes more than the other gospels the challenge of 
mission and evangelization. Salvation is described as “a hght to bring — 
revelation to the Gentiles” (2:32). At the end of the gospel, the risen Lord 
instructs His disciples to preach repentance and the forgiveness of sins “to all 
nations” (24:47). Subthemes includé: 1 aide secon 9 | 





(1) Prayer. The early chapters portray righteous men and women at prayer 
(1:10, 13, 46—55, 64; 2:20; 28—32). Jesus is portrayed frequently at prayer 
(3:21;'5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; 18522132, 41; 23:46). The gospel ends with: y 
the disciples “continually in the temple praising and blessing Cod 
(24:53). | Patel: ere ae 

(2) The activity of the Holy Spirit. The inspirational work of the Holy Spirit 1s 
evident everywhere in the gospel. Mary is” overshadowed” by the Spirit S z 
(1:35). Jesus conducts His ministry in the fullness of the Spirit (3:22; 4:1, 
18: 10:21), The disciples were to embark upon their world! mission after 
receiving “power from on high” (24:49), the gift of the Spirit, 

(3) 4 deep concern for sinners, Luke reports Jesus’ concern and love for Saner, 
wita confident hope of their repentance and forgiveness (S= dy 
7:36-50; 9:51-156210:29+37; 19:1-10; 23:39-43). 0 

i ; m A RIAR V M EUT. ; yan indivi al. ew te 
Back round Luke’ is thé only gospel addressed ne SONA ja ii 
` to reassure Theophilus, a Gentile and a new believer, that. God, was, still at 
Work in the Christian community founded by Jesus. An a 


f y DA, t " vy Ge 
| + 








LUKE [I 





i 


< utline 
= I. Introduction (1:1-4) 
II. Jesus’ Birth and Early Life (1:5—2:52) 
A. The two annunciations (1:5—38) 
B. Mary and Elizabeth wait together 
(1:39-56) 
C. John’s birth and early, life (1:57—80) 
D. Jesus’ birth and early life (2:1-52) ~ 
Ill. The Messiah Manifested '(3:1—4:13) 
A. The. Forerunner'’s, message: repentance 
and expectation (3:1—20) 
B. Jesus’ anointing as Messiah (3:214: F3) 
[V.The Great Galilean Ministry (4:14—9:50) 
A. The contrast of law and grace 
(4:14—6:11) 
B. The separation of law from grace 
(6:12-77:50) 
C.The new kingdom is hidden from the 
old (8:1456) | 
D. A new Israel: new manna, new glory 
revealed (9:1—50) 
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Inasmuch as many have taken in, hand | 


to set in order a narrative of those 
things which have been fulfilled? among 
us. 2just as those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word delivered them to us,' ĉit seemed good 
to me also, having had perfect understand- 
ing of all things from the very first, to write 
to you an orderly account, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4that you may know the cer- 
tainty of those things in which you were in- 
structed. 





1:2, 3 Luke was not a disciple from the beginning, yet he has perfect understanding of the gospel be- 








V. Later Judean and Perean Ministries 
(9:51—18:30) 
A.The new rule for new Israel 
(9:51—11:13) 
B. The new critiques the old (Judean 
ministry) (11:14—13:21) 
C. Striving for the kingdom (Perean 
ministry). (13:22—17:10) 
> D. Waiting for the coming kingdom (on to 
Jerusalem) (17:11—18:30) cs 
VI. Holy Week: The New Covenant Made 
> 2 (18:31—24:53) z 
A. Public fulfillment and rejection 
(18:31—21:38) 
__B. Private preparation and faithfulness 
(22:1-38) 
C. Christ’s Passion: Passover fulfilled 
(22:39 23:56) G 
D. Resurrection (24:1—49) 
E. Ascension (24:50—53) 





æ John’s Birth Announced to 
Zacharias 7- | 
5There was in the days of Herod, the king 
of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, 
of the division of Abijah. His wife was of 


the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 


Elizabeth.t2 6And they were both righteous 


before God, walking in all the command- 


ments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 


-less.t 7But they had no child, because 
‘Elizabeth was barren, and they were both 


well advanced in years.t 
8So it was, that while he was serving as 


1:1 Or are most surely believed 


cause his sources were the apostles themselves, the eyewitnesses of Christ. Luke wrote his Gospel to 
Theophilus, a prominent Gentile who had received Christian instruction (see also Acts 1:1). St. Ambrose 
notes that Theophilus can simply mean any “lover of God,” and therefore he writes, “If you love God, it 


was written to you,” 


1:5 Herod ruled Judea from 37-4 ec. He was a great builder but a cruel leader. Luke mentions Herod to 
pinpoint the historical date of the birth of Jesus Christ, An ancient prophecy of Jacob indicated the Mes- 
siah would come when a king ruled who was not from the tribe of Judah (Gn 49:10), As Herod was a non- 
Jew calling himself the king of Judea, the coming of Christ was surely at hand. See also the note on v. 20. 
1:6 Zacharias and Elizabeth are righteous before God, not merely in outward appearance, but to the core 
of their being. The holiness of John the Baptist came in part through the faith and piety of his parents. 
1:7 To be barren was a public reproach (v. 25), but like Sarah (Gn 16:1), Rebekah (Gn 25:21), Rachel 

(Gn 29:31), Hannah (1Kg 1:2), and Anna, the mother of the Virgin Mary, Elizabeth's temporary barren- 


ness was in fulfillment of God's plan for the salvation of His people. 


=m | 


1:1-15, 57-68, 76, 80 This passage is read on June 24, the Feast of the Birth of John the Baptist. 
1:5-25 This passage is read on September 23, the Feast of the Conception of John the Baptist. 
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“For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.” 
(Lk 1:48) 

P ’ For two thousand years the Church has preserved the memory of the Virgin Mary. as the 
f) prototype of all Christians—the model of what we are to become in Christ. Mary was, 
[G truly pure and unconditionally: obedient to God. The tradition of the Church holds ee 
w= Mary remained a virgin all her lifé (see note on Mt 12:46-50): While lifelong celibacy is 
2 not a model for all Christians to follow, Mary’s spiritual purity, her wholehearted devo- 
ion to God, is certainly to be emulated. 


Mary ‘is also our model in that she was the first person to'receive: Jesus Christ. As Mario 
bore Christ in her womb physically, all Christians now have the privilege of bearing God 
within them spiritually. By God’s s grace and mercy we are punted and emnponini to become 


like Him. 

The honor we give to Mary also signifies our view of who Jesus is. From early times the 
church has called her Mother of God (Gr, Theotokos, lit. “God=Bearer”), a ttle which implies’ 
that her Son is both fully man and fully God. As His Mother, Mary was’ ‘the source of Jesus” 
human nature; yet the One she bore in her womb was-also Ke eternal. God.) = 


Therefore, because of her character and especially because of her role in God’s plan of sal- ; 
vation, Christians appropriate ly honor Mary as the first among the saints. The archangel | 
Gabriel initiated this honor in his address to her: “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord żs with 
you; blessed ave you among women!” (Lk 1:28). This salutation clearly indicates that God 
Himself had chosen tc honor Mary: Her favored status was confirmed when she went to visit 
her cousin Elizabeth, who-was'then six months pregnant with John the Baptist. Elizabeth i 
greeted Mary with these words: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 75 the fruit of 
your womb! But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” 
(Lk 1:42, 43). And Mary herself, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, predicted the honor 
that would be paid her throughout history: “For behold, hocca Ail generations will call 


me blessed” (Lk 1:48). 

In obedience to'God’s clear intention, keretre, nie Orthodox Church honors Mayin 
icons, hymns, and special feast days. We-entreat her, as the human’ being who was most int- 
mate Sath Christ on earth, to intercede with her Son on our behalt. We: ask her, as the first 
believer and the Mother of the Church, for guidance and protection. We venerate her—but we 


do not worship her, for worship belongs to God! alone na 
In Matins, Vespers, and all the services of, the hours of prayer we e-singst this hymn, which 


expresses Mary’ s unique placelin creation. 
It is truly right to bless you, O Theotokos, colette and most pure, and the ` 
Mother of our God: More honorable than the cher ubim and more glorious 
beyond compare than the seraphim, without defilement you gave birth to God ` 


the Word: True Theotokos, we magnify bbe Tie er bay Prva] 
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priest before God in the order of his divi- | of the just, to make ready a people pre- 
sion,t 9according to the custom of the priest- | pared for the Lord.”t 
hood. his lot fell to burn incense when he | '8And Zacharias said to the angel, “How 
went into the temple of the Lord. !®And the | shall I know this? For I am an old man, and 
whole multitude of the people was praying | my wife is well advanced in years.” 
outside at the hour of incense. Then an | ‘And the angel answered and said to 
angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing | him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the pres- 
on the right side of the altar of incense.t | ence of God, and was sent to speak to you 
12And when Zacharias saw him, he was | and bring you these glad tidings. But be- 
troubled, and fear fell upon him. hold, you will be mute and not able to 
i3But the angel said to him, “Do not be speak until the day these things take place, 
afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; | because you did not peleve may Words 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a | Which wil be fulfilled in their own, time. 
son. and you shall call his name John.t *1And the people waited for Zacharias, 
i14And you will have joy and gladness, and and marveled that he lingered so long in the 
many ai reoice athhis births For he willi empie. “But when ie cee aad ha 
be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall not speak to them; and they per aaa at 
drink neither wine nor strong drink. He | °° had seen a vision in the Saas 3 Fi he 
MAL aig Re Giled mirn the Holy Spint even i e Ee oe a 
Wi EMER SN aarep EN EA he will ieee ee 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Senedak OE eae hedepancd o 
Lord their God. He will also go before Pils ow D DoS Romaner those cays ms 
HLS ereplatand Dower OREIIAR te Wee earn pe canes 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil- | Sheeran wee eS eee per eats lies 
dren,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom | 1:17 Malachi 3:22, 23 
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1:8-10 Each priest was assigned to a division (see 1Ch 23:3-11; 28:13). There were twenty-four divisions 
in all, each serving a week at a time in rotation. The responsibilities in the division were decided by lot; 
Zacharias is here assigned the duties of the high priest. This event takes place at the time of the Atone- 
ment, when the high priest would enter the temple and make offerings for the sins of the people. 

1:11 Angels minister continually at the altar of the Lord, though usually unseen. Those priests of pure 
heart, such as Zacharias, are occasionally chosen by God to witness this angelic liturgy (see also ls 6; 
Rev 7:9-17). 

1:13 As high priest, Zacharias prayed not for a son, but for the atonement of the sins of Israel 

(Heb 9:7), Gabriel's (v. 19) announcement reveals both that Zacharias’ prayer for atonement will be an- 
swered and that Elizabeth will conceive a son. This atonement will be announced by John, who will 
identify Christ as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). 

1:15 He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb: See v. 41. 

1:17 Elijah is expected to reappear from heaven as the forerunner of the second coming of the Lord 
(Mal 4:5). John the Baptist fulfills the spirit of Elijah as he is the forerunner of the Lord's first coming 
(see Mt 11:14). 

1:20 You will be mute: Zacharias is disciplined for his lack of faith, yet this also serves as proof that 
Gabriel's announcement (v. 19) is true. The silencing of the high priest also reveals a deeper mystery. 

The Messiah was expected to fulfill three crucial roles held by various people in the OT; prophet, priest, 

and king. Only Jesus Christ can be said to have fulfilled all three offices perfectly. He is the true Prophet 

(Dt 18:15-18), the true King (23:3; Is 9:6; Mic 5:1), and the true High Priest (Ps 109:4; Heb 4:14). In prepa- 

ration for Christ's coming, God had silenced the prophets for many years (see note for v. 24), and also 

permitted an illegitimate usurper to occupy the position of king of Judea (see note for v. 5). Here, in 
the last days before Christ's coming, the high priest is also silenced, With these three roles vacant, ille- 
gitimate, and silent, all is ready for the Son of God to be revealed as Prophet, King, and Priest. 

1:24 Elizabeth conceived: The conception of St. John the Baptist is celebrated liturgically on September 

23, confirming the sanctity of marital relations for those past childbearing years. Hid herself: Since the 

time of Malachi, God had not sent a great prophet to Israel (see 1Mc 9:27). This silencing of the 

prophets served to heighten the anticipation of the Messiah and to make it all the more evident when 

He came. As John the Baptist was the prophet preparing the way for Christ, he was kept hidden until 

Christ was conceived, Once Christ was conceived, John was revealed through the prophetic act of leap- 

ing in Elizabeth's womb (v. 41). See also the note for v. 20, 

i . ~(l)~ , 

1:24-38 This passage is read on March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. 
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A dealt with me, in the days when He 
poked on me, to take away my reproach 
among people. 


« Christs Birth Announced to Mary e 


Now in the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee | 
named Nazareth," 2’to a virgin betrothed to 
, man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house Of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary.t And having come in, the angel said 
to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the 


Lord is with you; blessed are you among 


women!”@t 

But when she saw him, she was trou- 
bled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was. 2°Then the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 2!And 


behold, you will conceive in your womb 
` and bring forth a Son, and shall call His 


ies she is merely inquiring 


pa doh , but it involves the free respons 


called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of His father 
David. 3And He will reign over the house | 
of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there | 
will be no end.” 

“Then Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I do not Know a man?”t 


name JESUS.t 32He will be great, and will be 
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‘And the angel answered and said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Highest will over- 
shadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One 
who is to be born will be called the Son of 





 God.t Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative 


has also conceived a son in her old age; and 
this is now the sixth month for her who was 
called barren. 37For with God nothing will 
be impossible.” | 

38Then Mary said, “Behold the maidser- 
vant of the Lord! Let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from 
her. 


æ Elizabeth Praises Mary, Mother 
of God > 

3Now Mary arose in those days and 
went into the hill country with haste, to a 
city of Judah, and entered the house of 
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. And it 
happened, when Elizabeth heard the greet- 
ing of Mary, that the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit.t Then she spoke out with a 
loud voice and said, “Blessed are you 
1:28 8NU-Text omits blessed are you among 


women. 1:294NU-Text omits when she saw 
him. 





1:26 In the sixth month means the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy with John (v. 36). 
1:27 The name Mary means “exalted one.” When Joseph is referred to as of the house of David, it re- 
veals Mary also was descended from David's royal lineage, for a righteous man would usually marry 


within his own tribe 
Mary a virgin. 


(see note at 3:23-38). Twice in this verse, and again by implication (1:34), Luke calls 


| 128 While Eve brought forth children in sorrow (Gn 3:17), Mary, being the new Eve, will rejoice in 


bringing forth her Son; as Eve had been cursed, so now Mary is blessed. Highly favored (Gr. charitou) 


| &N also be translated “full of grace.” Mary is the most blessed woman who has ever lived because of 


êr complete willingness to receive God's grace, or in the words of her Son, to “hear the word of God 


and keep it” (11:28). 


131-33 Gabriel’ cement emphasizes two truths: (1 
| SUS took ieties SMi Uan nature—from Mary herself; and (2) this is the divine Son of the Highest 


) you will conceive in your womb: the Lord 


n Mary's womb. Thus the one Person, Jesus, the eternal Son and Word of God, is both fully human and 
fy ydivine The truth was crucial in the defeat of the heretic Nestorius, who taught that Mary - 
Onceived a mere man who was later joined by the divine Son of God. The Church's true teaching is 
Poclaimed in the festal hymn of Annunciation, which declares, “The Son of God becomes the Son of 


© Virgin as Gabriel ar ces the coming of grace. l AA 
Mg Ael annoy does not indicate a lack of faith, as Zacharias’ question did (v. 18). 


into the manner in which something so extraordinary would happen. 
(see Ps 15:10). Note the revelation of the Holy Trinity: The Father (the 


4 Mary's question, “How can this be?” 


Hi Koly One is a messianic title e 
? est), the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 


of 8 Mary's faithful response 


fave ed, Mary now obeys; whereas 


fi 


| dience to Gc | rnation i y the work 
i -of highest obedience to God. The Incarnation is not only t 
elle e of mankind in the person of Mary. Whereas Eve once 
Eve closed herself to God, Mary opens to His will. Mary's response 


Mi? | > desi it” (Theoph). 
Wk lam a tablet; let the Writer write whatever He desires on it” ( ph) 


Po Because Christ is now incarnate, prophecy fs 
ie Phesies of the presence of Christ by leaping In 


o “Inition of Christ fulfills what was spoken of Jeremiah: 
"(er 1:5), 


sumes in Israel (see note on v, 20). The blessed John 
the womb of Elizabeth. As he is God's prophet, John's 


“Before | formed you in the womb, | knew 
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among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb!t 48But why is this granted to 
me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me?t “4For indeed, as soon as the 
voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, 
the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 
Blessed is she who believed, for there will 
be a fulfillment of those things which were 


And the Hich He has sente away empty; 
5sHe has helped His servant Israel, 

In remembrance of His mercy, 
%AsS He spoke to our fathers, 

To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 


56And Mary remained with her about 
three months, and returned to her house. 


told her from the Lord.” 
s John Born and Named 7 
57Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her 
to be delivered, and she brought forth a 
son. When her neighbors and relatives 
heard how the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, they rejoiced with her. 
| 5S0 it-was, on the eighth day, that they 
| came to circumcise the child; and they 
would have called him by the name of his 
father, Zacharias.t His mother answered 
| and said, “No; he shall be called John.”t 
5\But they said to her, “There is no one 
among your relatives who is called by this 
_name.” ©So they made signs to his father— 
what he would have him called. 
63And he asked for a writing tablet, and 
wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they 
all marveled. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and -he 
spoke, praising God.t ©Then fear came-on 
-all who dwelt around them; and all these 
Sayings were discussed throughout all the 
hill country of Judea. And all those who 
heard them kept them in their hearts; say- 


~ Mary Exults in God: The gisleanains SP 
46 And-Mary said: 


“My soul magnifies the Lord,t 
‘7And my spirit has rejoiced in God my 
Savior. | 
48For He has regarded the lowly state of 
His maidservant; 
For behold, henceforth all generations | 
will call me blessed. 
49For He who is mighty has done great 
things for me, 
And holy is His name. 
“And His mercy is on those who fear Him 
From. generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with His arm; 
He has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. 
He has put down the mighty from their 
thrones, 
And exalted the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good 
things, 





1:42 Mary receives veneration from both angele and humans. As Gabriel had done (v. 28), so now Eliza- 
beth declares Mary to be blessed among women. 

1:43 Mary is confessed as the mother of My Lord. This confession, and others like it within the Church 
(“Theotokos,” “Mother of God,” etc.), confirm that the One in the womb of Mary is both human and 
divine—the very Son of God Himself. At Vespers of Annunciation we declare, “It is the Word of God 
who dwells within her.” Note that even though His physical body was not yet fully formed, Jesus is nev- 
ertheless fully and truly the Son of God incarnate, and Mary is already recognized as being His mother. 
This truth deals a fatal blow to the idea that abortion is justifiable because the fetus is'not yet a person. 
1:46-56 This passage, called the “Magnificat" from the first word of the song in'Latin, comes from the 
heart of Mary, inspired by the song of Hannah (1Kg 2:1-10). It is normally sung at Matins in the liturgi- 
cal cycle. From this inspired hymn, we are taught: (1) Christian believers for all time will honor and ven- 
erate the Virgin Mary, for she prophesied that all generations will call me blessed (v. 48); (2) it is impos- 
sible to believe in the inspiration of Scripture and not bless the Mother of God; (3) Mary ascribes the 
miracle of the Incarnation to God, and not to herself, showing both deep humility and the knowledge 
that God js the source of all grace (v. 49); (4) through the Incarnation, God reigns over all (vv. 50-55). 
1:59 Circumcision was a sign of Israel's covenant with God and the means by which a male became a 
member of God's community (Gn 17:10-14; Lv 12:3), In Christ, circumcision is fulfilled in baptism (see 
Col 2:11 and the article, “Holy Baptism,” at Rom 6). 

1:60-63 John means “grace of God." By insisting on the name God chose for her son, Elizabeth affirms. 
God has called John to a specific mission (see also 1:31; Gn 17:5, 15; 32:28). 

1:64-79 When Zacharias assented to God's will, his mouth was opened. Just as prophecy is: vrestocedia at 
the Incarnation of Christ (see note on v. 24), so Zacharias, as high priest, can speak again now that the | 
Savior and His forerunner have come (see note v. 20). Note Zacharias immediately declares Christ => 

(vv. 68, 69), and secondly declares the role of his own son as prophet of the Highest (v. 76). 





në, “what k 
he hand of the Lord was with him. 


a. Zacharias’s Song: The Benedictus m 


“Now his father Zacharias was filled 
h the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, say- 


wit 
ing: 
«Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, 
For He has visited and redeemed His 
people, 
And has raised up a. horn of salvation 


for us 
In the house of His servant David, 


NAs He spoke by the mouth of His holy _ | 


prophets, 
Who have been since the world began, 
That we should be saved from our 
enemies | 


And from the hand of all who hate us, — 


2To perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers 
And to remember His‘holy covenant, 


The oath which He swore to our father 


Abraham: 
“To grant us that we; | 
Being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, 
Might serve Him without fear, 
In holiness and righteousness before 
Him all the days of our life. 


“And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Highest; 
For you will go before the face of the 
a Lord to prepare His ways, 
To give knowledge of salvation to His 
people 
By the remission of their sins, 





1:80 Dwelling in the desert, away f 
“Mptation and grow strong in spiri 
i deserts by Elizabeth when Zacharias 
Me God uses earthly rulers to accomp 
y fulfilling the prophecy o 
d's Nativity, Augustus ruling as the 
hepa Nering the scattered pagans O 
aithful to be registered in the name of God. 


valle term firstborn does not imply Ma 
histo Jesus, The firstborn son is traditiona 
Nativit. N over all creation, and thus the tir 
Co nd Christ's swaddling cloths are dep! 
Nera i was to endure death. The manger, 0" = 
tih" is Hila fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah: 


| T ee a$ I505 
ind of child will this be?” And 





rom the stains and wickedness of the masses, 
t. According to the tradition of the Church, John was brought to 
was martyred, and there was ministered to by angels. 

lish His will. This census enabled Christ to be born in Bethle- 
f Micah (Mic 5:1). In the hymn by St. Cassiane sung at Vespers of the ~ 
only emperor over many scattered cities is an icon of our one 
f the world. Christ being registered in the fallen world enables 





| 





78Through the tender mercy of our God, 
With which the Dayspring from on high 
has visited@ us; 
79To give light to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 
~ John’s Growth => 
80So the child grew and became strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 


his manifestation to Israel.t 


=~ Christ Born in the City of David = 
(ME 1:18-25) 
And it came to pass in those days that 
a decree went .out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be reg- 
istered.t@ 2This census first took place 
while Quirinius was governing Syria. °So 
all went to be registered, everyone to his 
own city. | Sao 3 
4Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, be- 
cause he was of the house and lineage of 


| David, 5to be registered with Mary, his be- 


trothed wife, who was with child. °So It 
was, that while they were there, the days 
were completed for her to be delivered. 
7And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 
and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid Him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.t 


«=. The Witness of the Shepherds -> — 
8Now there were in the same country 


shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 





| 1:78 9®NU-Text reads shall visit. 2:5 4NU-Text: 


omits wife. 





John is able to fight 


ry had additional children, but only that no child was born 
lly the primary heir and recipient of blessings. Christ is the 
firstborn from the dead (Col 1:15, 18). In Orthodox icons of the 
cted as burial wrappings, affirming that one purpose of His 
or feed trough, would have been in a cave where animals 
“The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master’s 





} ee IMM m ai | = 
1-20 This passage is read on December 24, the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. — 
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watch over their flock by night.t 9And be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord. stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
l0Then the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings 





of great joy which will be to all people. | 


\lFor there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” 


\3And suddenly there was with the angel | 


4 multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying:? 


l4*Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” 


I5So it was, when the angels had gone 
away from them into heaven, that the shep- 
herds said to one another, “Let us now go to 


Bethlehem and see this thing that has come | 


to pass, which the Lord has made known.to 


us.” 16And they came with haste ane found | 


Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in,2 
manger. !7Now when they had seen Him, 
they made widely known the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child.t 
18And all those who heard it marveled at 
those things which were told them by the 


shepherds. !9But Mary kept all these things | 


[366 J Ss 
and pondered them in her heart. 2°Then the 








— 





shepherds returned, glorifying and prais- 
ing God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told them.” 


s The Naming of Jesus 7- 
21And when eight days were completed 
for the circumcision of the Child, His 
name was called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before He was conceived in the 


| womb.t 


~~, Jesus Dedicated in the Temple =~ 
22Now when the days of her purification 
according to the law of Moses were com- 
pleted, they brought Him to Jerusalem to 


| present Him to the Lord™ 2%(as it is written 
| in the law of the Lord, “Every male who 
| opens the womb shall be called holy to the 


Lorp”),@*4and to offer a sacrifice according 
to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A 
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”* 


: «=. 'Simeon’s Song: The Nunc Dimittis > 


25And behold, there was a man in Jerusa- 
lem whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was just and devout, waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 





2:9 aNU-Text omits behold. 2:14%NU-Text 
reads toward men of goodwill. 2:17 #NU-Text 


omits widely. 2:21 8NU-Text reads for His cir- 


cumcision. 2:238Exodus 13:2, 12, 15 
2:24 "Leviticus 12:8 


2:8 Shepherds are chosen to hear the first announcement of the Nativity, as they are symbols of Christ 
the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:11). Unlike the Pharisees, the shepherds were without guile and had simple 


faith. 


2:13, 14 The message of the first angel is confirmed by the multitude, fulfilling the Law in which every 
word is established with two or three witnesses (Dt 19:15). Christ Himself is our peace who has come to 
earth; in Him, man is no longer estranged from God (see Eph 2:14-16). 

2:17-20 The shepherds are also images of the bishops and presbyters of the Church, who proclaim 
Christ to the world. St. Ambrose writes that Mary's own faith was strengthened by the news from the 
shepherds, and he asks, “If Mary herself learns from the shepherds, why do so many refuse to learn 


from the presbyters of the Church?” 


2:21 Because Christ has. come to perfectly fulfill the Law, He receives circumcision under the Law (see 
note on 1:59). In the Orthodox Church, it is ancient tradition to name a child eight days after birth, 


with a special blessing. 


2:22-24 The Presentation of Christ (also called the Meeting of the Lord) is celebrated in the Church on 
February 2. Mary fulfills the law (Lv 12) by bringing Jesus to the temple on the fortieth day. (In the Or- 


thodox Church, mothers and newborn children also receiv 


e a special blessing on the fortieth day.) The 


law required that an offering of an unblemished lamb be brought, or if the mother is not able to bring 
a lamb, then she brings a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons (Lv 12:6-8), Not only do Mary and 
Joseph offer turtledoves, but as Christ is the unblemished Lamb of God, they perfectly fulfill the pre- 
cepts of the Law by offering Him as well. This also fulfills the prophecy spoken when Abraham was to 
sacrifice Isaac and said, “God will provide for Himself the sheep for a whole burnt offering” (Gn 22:8). 





= 





=~ 


2:20, 21, 40-52 This passage is read on January 1, the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ. 
2:22-40 This passage is read on February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. 





was upon him.t And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
christ. So he came by the Spirit into the 
emple. And when the parents brought in 
the Child Jesus; to do for Him according to 
the custom of the law, *%he took Him up in 
nis arms and blessed God and said:t 


“Lord, now You are letting Your servant 
depart in peace, 
According to Your word;t 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
Which You have prepared before the 
face of all peoples, 
2A light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, 
And the glory of Your people Israel.” 


And Joseph and His mother@ marveled 
at those things which were spoken of Him. 
“Then Simeon biessed them, and said to 


| Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is des- 


| Wal f 











tined for the fall and rising of many in 
israel, and for a sign which will be spoken 
against? 35(yes, a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed.”t 


æ Anna’s Prophecy «> | 
“Now there was one, Anna, a prophet- 


| ess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 


Asher. She was of a great age, and had 
lived with a husband seven years from her 
virginity; 37and this woman was a widow of 


about eighty-four years, who did not de- | 
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part from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. And 
coming in that instant she gave thanks to 
the Lord,* and spoke of Him to all those 
who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.t 


æ. Jesus’ Childhood in Nazareth 7- 
(Mt 2:19-23) 

39So when they had performed all things 
according to the law of the Lord, they re- 
turned to Galilee, to their own city, Naza- 
reth. “And the Child grew and became 
strong in spirit,* filled with wisdom; and 
the grace of God was upon Him.t 





œ. Jesus in His Father’s House -= 

“His parents went to Jerusalem every 
year at the Feast of the Passover.t 42And 
when He was twelve years old, they went 
up to Jerusalem according to the custom of 
the feast. When they had finished the 
days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lin- 
gered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and 
His mother? did not know it; “but suppos- 
ing Him to have been in the company, they 
went a day’s journey, and sought Him 
among their relatives and acquaintances. 
45So when they did not find Him, they re- 


turned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 44Now 
so it was that after three days they found 


Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of 
the teachers, both listening to them and 


2:33 2NU-Text reads And His father and mother. 


| 2:37 2NU-Text reads a widow until she was 


eighty-four. 2:38®NU-Text reads to God. 
2:40 *NU-Text omits in spirit. 2:43 4NU-Text 
reads And His parents. 


| 225, 26 Simeon represents humanity in waiting for the Consolation of Israel. He fulfills Ps 90:16, in 


Which God makes a promise to the one who loves Him: “With length of days | will satisfy him, / And 


: “ow him My salvation.” 


2:28 The hymns of the Church compare Simeon’s reception of Christ to Isaiah's reception of the burning 


Salah 


fom the angel (Is 6:6, 7). In both cases, a prophet receives the life-giving fire of the offering— 
received the type, and Simeon receives the fulfillment. 


29-32 The Canticle of Simeon is sung daily at Vespers. Since salvation (v. 30) has been born into the — 


à 
seteway to everlasting peace (v. 29). 


"orid, all peoples can embrace death (see Php 1:23). For the Christian, death is no longer frightful, but 


"34 The second coming of the Lord will be the reckoning of the world. For the believer, it will be a 


Her soul will be pierced in grief. 
(lain uit 
} M His Resurrection (24:9). 


“SUrrection to life: for the unbeliever, it will be a falling into judgment (Jn 5:29), 
l ¢, The sword refers to the anguish that Mary will experience in witnessing her Son's death on the 


Both men and women are called to proclaim Christ's redemption, and women are the first to pro- 


at» That Jesus grew and became strong in spirit does not imply that He was lacking divine perfection — 


| fre NY time, Rather, it indicates that in emptying Himself and saming human nature (Php 2:7), He 
| & W Subjected Himself to human development and expression (see also v. 52), 


TT Pilori | a » customary for Jews; often entire clans or 
il Pilgrimages to Jerusalem on holy days like Passover were ry a a 


Ss Would travel together. 
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asking them questions,? “And all who “The voice of one crying in the 
heard Him were astonished at His under- : wilderness: lon 
standing and answers. 48So when they saw | ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Him, they were amazed; and His mother Make His paths straight.t 

said to Him, “Son, why have You done this SE very valley shall be filled 

to us? Look, Your father and I have sought | | And every mountain and hill brought 


You anxiously.”t low; 
And He said to them, “Why did you The crooked places shall be made 
seek Me? Did you not know ’'that I must be straight 


about My Father’s business?”t But they And the rough ways smooth; 
did not understand the statement which He 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of 
spoke to them. God.’ ) 


w Jesus’ Growth = | | 
“Then He i A ae them and | + penne said tothe multitudes tavcame 
| | | | Sep: out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! 
came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, | Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
but His mother kept all'these things in her come? ®8Therefore bear fruits worthy of re- 
heart. °2And Jesus increased in wisdom pentance and do not begin to say to your- 
and’ stature, and in favor with God and | Selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’ 
men.t For I say to you that God is able to raise up 
= The Baptist’s Call for Repentance > | children to. Abraham from these stones.? 
(Mt 3:1-12; Mk 1:1-8; Jn. 1:19-28) And even now the ax is laid to the root of 
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of the trees. Therefore every tree which does 

| 


Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being | 20t bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch:of | 1249 the fire. hus is 

Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea So the people asked him, saying, “What 

and the region of Trachonitis,; and Lysanias Hel we do then? ao | 

tetrarch: of Abilene,t2 2while Annas: and He answered and said to them, “He who 

Caiaphas were high priests, the word of | 24S two tunics, let him give to him who has 

God came to John the son of Zacharias’ in | "ne; and he who has food, let him do like- 

the wilderness.t $And he went into all the | WS*: | 

region around the Jordan, preaching a bap- Then tax collectors also came to be bap- 

ae LAE OTe TEAR for the- remission ot 3:2 *NU-Text and M-Text read in the high priest- 
' written in the book of the | hood of Annas and Caiaphas. 3:6 “Isaiah 

words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: | 40:3-5 | FF 

2:46 In appearing to be lost for three days, Christ prefigures His rest in the tomb. 

2:48 Joseph is honored with the title father for his care and upbringing of his adopted Son. This title 

further prefigures our adoption by God, whom by grace we call “Father” (Gal 4:4-7). 

2:49-51 Christ's eternal generation from the Father is divine, while his maternal ancestry is human. Ac- 

cordingly, Jesus was first obedient to the will of His Father, and then is willingly subject to His mother. 

and father. | 

2:52 See note at 2:40. 

3:1 See note at 1:5. | | 

3:2 High priests: Caiaphas was now the sole high priest, but people also recognized the continuing 

power of his father-in-law Annas, a previous high priest deposed by the Romans, 

3:3 The call to repentance was traditional for prophets. John’s baptism did not grant remission of sins 

once and for all, but prefigured and prepared people for the baptism of Christ which was to come (see 

Rom 6:3-11). John is a figure of the Law in that, like the Law, he denounced sin but could not remit (lit. 

“put away”) sin. Both John and the Law point to the One who can remit sin. liar te 

3:4-6 The voice: John ascribes to himself this role in Jn 1:23. i | 

3:8 While parents and ancestors help impart piety and holiness (see note on 1:6), ancestry itself does 

not make one worthy of God, Each person in every generation must bear fruits worthy of repentance: 

Stones symbolize the Gentiles who would become children to Abraham through faith in Christ 

(Rom 4:16-18). | | if fi | i | | 

3:1-18 This passage is read on the Eve of the Feast of the Baptism of Christ (Theophany). - 
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ized, and said to him, “Teacher, what shall 
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a ES 
æ Jesus Is Baptized >- 
(Mt 3:13-17; MR 1:9-11; Jn 1:29-34) 









ye uw: À | 
And he said to them, “Collect no more 91 pul in | ot: i 
than what is appointed for you.” When all the people were baptized, it 


ulikewise the soldiers ask _ | came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; 
l ret what shall we do?” ed him, 'say and while He prayed, the heaven was 
ae ne said'to them, “Do not intimidate | Pened:t And the Holy Spirit descended 
anyone or accuse falsely, and be ‘content in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and 
with your wages.” | a voice came from heaven which said, 

isNow as the people were in expectation, | YOU are may beloved Son; in You I am well 
and all reasoned in their hearts about John, | P!eased. ie 
whether he was the Christ or not, John | =. Jesus: Son of David, the Son of God = 
answered, Saying to all, “I indeed baptize (Mt 1:1-17) | 
you with water; but One mightier than I is 
' coming, whose sandal strap I am not wor- 
| thy to loose. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.t His winnowing fan 
is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 


23Now. Jesus Himself began His ministry 
at about thirty years of age, being (as-was 
supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of 
Heli,t *4the son of Matthat,* the son of Levi, 
dean out His threshing floor, and gather | {he son of peeled the son of Janna; the son 
the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He | Of Joseph, *the son of Mattathiah, the son 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, 

And with many other exhortations he , y 

| Sepa ane ‘ar | 3:19 2NU-Text reads his brother’s wife. ~ 

preached to the people. “But Herod the 3:24 2This and several other names in the ge- 
tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning | nealogy are spelled somewhat differently in the 


Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and for | NU-Text. Since the New King James Version 


. Wels A E t 20] uses the Old Testament spelling for persons 
ean evils which ele had gone also mentioned in the New Testament, these varia- 
added this, above all, that he shut ohn uD | tions, which come from the Greek, have not 


in prison. been footnoted. 





3:16, 17 Fire in this context has the primary meaning of the gift of the Holy Spirit, which is given to the 
world at Pentecost (Acts 2:14). It further declares the judgment of Christ, in which the faithless will 
burn (see 2Th 1:6-10; 2:8). Note that this fire is one. It is the same Power and the same Spirit which 
both enlivens the faithful and destroys the faithless. | . 
3:19 His brother Philip’s wife: Herod had divorced his own wife and married Philip's wife Herodias 
While Philip was still living. | TEI Pga 
3:21, 22 Jesus Himself does not need baptism. In being baptized, our Lord accomplished several things: 
il) He affirmed John’s ministry; (2) He was revealed by the Father and the Holy Spirit to be the Christ, 
Sod's beloved Son: (3) He identified with His people by descending into the waters with them; (4) He 
Mefigured His own death, giving baptism its ultimate meaning; (5) He entered the waters, sanctifying 
€ Water itself: (6) He fulfilled the many. types given in the OT, as when Moses led the people from 
°ndage through the Red Sea (Ex 14) and when the ark of the covenant was carried into the Jordan so 
€ People could enter the Promised Land (Jos 3; 4); and (7) He opened heaven to a world separated 
| A God through sin. a | ren FERNETS 
‘“é The Baptism ‘ct ic celebrated on January 6 and is known commonly as Epiphany, or more 
| Properly, ARE qpriet rga fe "God revealed.” The Son is revealed by the descent of the Holy 
"hirit and by the voice of the Father. This is the greatest and clearest public manifestation of God as 
nity in human history, as we sing, “The Trinity was made manifest.” | 
„€ Words spoken Bi the Father also apply to everyone who is baptized and lives faithfully, as son- 
| Pis bestowed b adoption (Gal 4:4-7), The Holy Spirit appearing as a dove is not an incarnation, but 
ather a Visible « epee a his appearance further fulfills the type prefigured at the Flood: 
! visible sign for the people, KNS PEES | ) the Holy Spirit announces here 
| thay 2.2 dove announced to Noah that God's wrath had ceased, so too the “tk PEC aN ie h) 
4 t Christ has reconciled us to God by sweeping sin away in the flood waters of baptism“ (Theoph). 
‘s ancestry, even though lesus WaS ony supposed to he the ot 
ci “© deecended from Mary only. This is explained in two complementary 
Mays if oUt Was jA rapi numer) sticker have AES within his tribe—thus Mary and Joseph ° 
hae ‘oseph was a righteous man an SUS | to bring all mankind into adoption b 
| hep oe largely shared a common Lynd nies iti pa idi gard receives the same inher i 
tne her, and thus He affirms that a lineage of elas is as bin ing à lL Re 


as a lineage of blood (Gal 4:4-7). 


j 38 The genealogy follows Joseph 
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son of Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the 
son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 2’the son of 


Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of | 


Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son 
of Neri, the son of Melchi, the son of 
Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of 
Elmodam, the son of Er, the son of Jose, 
the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son 
of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 


Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of | 


Joseph, the son of Jonan, the. son 
of Eliakim, 2!the son of. Melea, the son of 


Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of | 


Nathan, the son of David, *2the son 


of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of-Boaz, | 


the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, | 
33the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, | 
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son | 
of Judah, 34the son of Jacob, the son of | 
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son’ of | 
Terah, the son of Nahor, the son of Serug, | 
the son of Reu; the son of Peleg, the son | 
of Eber, the son of Shelah, the son of | 
Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of | 
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, | 
37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, | 
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the | 
son of Cainan, *8the son of Enosh, the son 


of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.t 


=. The Temptation <> 
(Mt 4:1-11; Mk 1:12, 13) 
Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,t 
being tempted for forty days by the devil. 
And in those days He ate nothing, and af- 
terward, when they had ended, He was 
hungry." 
3And the devil said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread.” 
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the son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath, the | 





3:38 Adam means “man”: thus Christ is declared to be both the “Son of Man” and the “Son of God." 


4But Jesus answered him, saying,’ “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word of God.’ ”»t 

5Then the devil, taking Him up on a high 
mountain, showed Him? all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time. °And the 
devil said to Him, “All this authority I will 


give You, and their glory; for this has been 


delivered to me, and I give it to whomever | 
wish. "Therefore, if You will worship before 
me, all will be Yours.” 

8And Jesus answered and said to him, 


“Get behind Me, Satan! For” it is written, 


‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and 
Him only you shall serve.’ ”° 

Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set 
Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down from here. !°For it is written: 


‘He shall give His angels charge over 
you, 
To. keep you,’t 


lland, 


‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone.’ ”4 


12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It 
has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the 
LorD your God.’ ”? | 

I3Now when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from Him until an 
opportune time. 


4:1°NU-Text reads in. 4:44Deuteronomy 8:3 
‘NU-Text omits but by every word of God. 

4:5 °NU-Text reads And taking Him up, he 
showed Him. 4:8%NU-Text omits Get behind 
Me, Satan. »NU-Text and M-Text omit For. 
eDeuteronomy 6:13 4:11 "Psalm 90:11, 12 
4:12 “Deuteronomy 6:16 


4:1 This exodus of Jesus into the wilderness following His baptism has a dual symbolism: (1) it fulfills 
the OT type, in which Israel journeyed in the wilderness for forty years after its “baptism” in the Red 
Sea; and (2) it prefigures our own journey through the fallen world after baptism as we struggle 


towards the Kingdom. 


4:2-12 On the temptation of Christ, see notes at Mt 4:1-11. | 
4:4 Note each time Christ rebukes the devil, it is with the truth and power of Scripture. This teaches the 
faithful to become immersed in Scripture in order to resist and drive away every temptation (see 


Ps 118:11). 


4:10, 11 Satan vainly tries to use the Scriptures (as do the Pharisees in Jn 7:52), but understands neither 
their truth nor their power, Knowing and quoting Scripture without true understanding is worthless at 
best and ultimately condemnable. Without true understanding through the Holy Tradition of the 
Church, the Scriptures are robbed of their authority (see also 2Pt 1:19-21). 

4:13 Opportune time: See 22:40-46; 23:35; Mt 16:21-23, 


` the eyes of all who were in the synagogue | 















— 


pa Jesus’ Galilean Ministry Begins «= 
(Mt 4:12; MR 1:14, 15; Jn 4:1-4, 43-45) 
Then Jesus returned in the power of the 
spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out 
rough all the surrounding region. And 
He taught in their synagogues, being glori- 


~. Unbelief at Nazareth > 


6S0 He came to Nazareth, where He had 
peen brought up. And as His custom was, 
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and stood up to read.4 "And He was 
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And- 
when He had opened the book, He found 
the place where it was written: 





i8“The Spirit of the LORD Is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me fo heal the | 
brokenhearfed,* 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lorp.”@t 


“Then He closed the book, and gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. And 


were fixed on Him. 2!And He began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 22So’all bore witness to Him, 
| and marveled at the gracious words which 

broceeded out of His mouth. And they said, 
| Isthis not Joseph’s son?”t@ 


| 4:18 Being the eternal Son of God, Christ did not become 
en our Savior from before the foundation of the world. 


‘1371 
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23He said to 


them, “You will surely say 
this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal your- 
self! Whatever we have heard done in 
Capernaum,? do also here in Your country.’ ” 
24Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own country. 
25But I tell you truly, many widows were in 
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, and there was a great famine 


throughout all the land; but to none of 


them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath,? 
in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was 
a widow. 27And many lepers were in Israel 
in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none 


| of them was cleansed except Naaman the 


Syrian.” 

28So all those in the synagogue, when 
they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, 22and rose up and thrust Him out of 
the city; and they led Him to the brow of 
the hill on which their city was built, that 
they might throw Him down over the cliff. 
30Then passing through the midst of them, 
He went His way. | 

æ Power over a Demon -> 

| (Mk 1:21-28) 

31Then He went down to Capernaum, a 
city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
Sabbaths.t °2And they were astonished at 
His teaching, for His word was with author- 
ity.t °3Now in the synagogue there was a man 
who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And 





4:18 aNU-Text omits to heal the brokenhearted. 
4:19 Isaiah 61:1,2 4:23 °Here and elsewhere 
the NU-Text spelling is Capharnaum. 

4:26 "Greek Sarepta 


the world's anointed Savior, but has always — 
it was Christ speaking through Isaiah who 


‘aid, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me” (Is 61:1). Note He does not say, “The Spirit has come upon 


+ e" When the Spirit of the Loro 
eternal, not temporal, truth to the people. 


19 Acceptable year: The time of the Incarnation, when the 


See 2Co 6:2) 


descended on.Jesus at His baptism (see 3:22), this was a sign revealing 


Kingdom of heaven has come to earth 


22-30 This double response of marveling (V. 22) and rejection (v. 29) occurs frequently in those who 


ounter Christ (see 11:14-16; Jn 9:16). 
YT prophets such as Elijah (v. 26) an 


i 
“Wish Nation at His trial before Pilate (Jn 19:14, 


His being rejected in His own country fulfills the rejection of 
d Elisha (v. 27), and foreshadows His rejection by the whole 
15). Christ accepts death according to the Father's will, 


P at the will of the Jews. Here, the hour of His Passion has not yet come (see Jn 8:20). 


Whe Christ begins preaching and healing on t 
| ne old creation ceased” (AmbM). Ace 
th authority; Unlike the prophets of o'd-an 

Ne rity; Uniike prophe. 
on ("The Lord says”), Christ taught in the fir 


a a 


tis. 
49 2 


22 This passage Ís read on Septem 
“30 This passage is read on July 20, 


he Sabbaths to show that “the new creation began 


the teachers of His day who taught in the third 
st person (“I say to you"). See also Mt 5, ak 


———— 


ber 1, the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year. 
the Feast of the Prophet Elias. 
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sought Him ard came to Him, and tried te to 
keep Him from leaving them; “but He said 
to them, “I must preach the kingdom of 
God to the other cities also, because for this 
purpose I have been sent.”? “And He was 
preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.* 


æ Four Fishermen Called -7> 
(Mt 4:18—-22; Mk 1:16-20) 


So it was, as the multitude pressed 
about Him to hear the word of God, 
that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret,t 
2and saw two boats standing by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone from them and 
| were washing their nets. 3Then He got into 
Fete ON SON ite eee | one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and 
(Mt 8:14-17; MR 1:29-34) | asked him to put out a little from the land. 
38Now He arose from the synagogue and | And He sat down and taught the multitudes 
entered Simon’s house. But Simcen’s wife's | from the boat.t 
mother was sick with a high fever, and they | 4When He had stopped speaking, He said 
made request of Him concerning her.t 3S0 | to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let 
He stood over her and rebuked the fever, | down your nets for a catch.”t 
and it left her. And immediately she arose 5Rut Simon answered and said to Him, 
and served them." =i | “Master, we have toiled all night and 
40When the sun was setting, all those who | caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I 
had any that were sick with various dis- | wili let down the net.” And when they had 
eases brought them to Him; and He laid His | done. this, they: caught a great number of 
hands on every one of them and healed | fish, and their net was breaking.t 7So they 
them. 4!And demons also came out of many, | signaled to their partners in the other boat 
crying out and saying, “You are the Christ,? | to come and help them. And they came and 
the Son of God!” | filled both the boats, so that they began to 
And He, rebuking them, did not allow | sink. 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
them to speak, for they knew that He was | down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from 
the Christ. | me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”t 
-y ; a For he and all who were with him were 
Rete ME T oe : astonished at the catch of fish which they 


42Now when it was day, He departed and 
went into a deserted place, And the crowd 


he cried out with a oud voice, Msaying: “Let 
us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I 
know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 
sBut Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, 
and come out of him!” And when the demon 
had thrown him in their midst, it came out of 
him and did not hurt him.t **Then they were 
all amazed and spoke among themselves, 
saying, “What a word this is! For with au- | 
thority and power He commands the un- 
clean spirits, and they come out.” ?/And the | 
report about Him went out into every place > 
in the surrounding region. 





4:41 4NU-Text omits the Christ. 4: 44 aNU- Text 
reads Judea. 





4:35 Be quiet: See note on Mt 12: 16-21, 

4:38 See note on Mt 8:14-17. 

4:39 Rebuked the fever: “That which was rebuked was some living thing unable to withstand the influence 
of Him who rebuked it, for it is not reasonable to rebuke a thing without life and unconscious of the re- 
buke. Nor is it astonishing for there to exist certain powers that inflict harm on the human body" (CyrAl). 
4:43 Christ's primary mission was to preach the kingdom. Miracles and healings testify both to the truth 
of the message and the identity of the Teacher (see 5:24), This same pattern holds true in the Church 
(Acts 4:29, 30). 

5:1 The Lake of Gennesaret is also known as the Sea of Galilee. It is about 13 miles long and 7 miles wide. 
5:3 Sitting was the traditional position for a teacher (see note at Mt 5:1). 

5:4 Launch out into the deep: St. Ambrose sees the spiritual meaning of this command as an invitation 
to give one’s life over to the deep mystery of the knowledge of the Son of God. 

5:6 The Lord draws people to Himself by things that are familiar to them, As He drew the Magi with a 
star (Mt 2:2), as He would draw tax collectors by a tax collector (5:29), here He draws the fishermen 
with fish (see 1Co 9:19-23), 

5:8 Peter's cry in the face of divine power is not a rejection of Jesus (contrast 8:37). Rather, being sud- 
denly cast in the light of Christ, holy people such as Peter become seen aware Nat their own unworthi- 
ness (compare ls 6:5; Rev 1:17). 
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The frui IS feast expresses Matthew's joy an 



















ad taken; Vand so also were James and 


John, the sons of Zebedee, who were part- 


ners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 
‘po not be afraid. From now on you will 
catch men.”t '!So when they had brought 
heir boats to land, they forsook all and fol- 


~ Jesus Cleanses a Leper e> 
(Mt 8:1-4; Mk 1:40-45) 

And it happened when He was in a cer- 
tain city, that behold, a man who was full of 
leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face 
and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.”t 

Then He put out His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 
Immediately the leprosy left him. !4And He 
charged him to tell no one, “But go and 
show yourself to the priest, and make an 
offering for your clearsing, as a testimony 
to them, just as Moses commanded.”t 

However, the report went around con- 
cerning Him all the more; and great multi- 
tudes came together to hear, and to be 
healed by Him of their infirmities. }6So He 
Himself often withdrew into the wilderness 
and prayed. 


w Jesus Forgives Sins «> 
(Mt 9:1-8; Mk 2:1-12) 

‘Now it happened on a certain day, as 
He was teaching, that there were Pharisees 
and teachers of the law sitting by, who had 
Come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, 
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 
Was present to heal them.*t !8Then behold, 
men brought on a bed a man who was par- 
alyzed, whom they sought to bring in and 
ay before Him. And when they could not 
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LUKE 5:30 


find how they might bring him in, because 
of the crowd, they went up on the housetop 
and let him down with his bed through the 
tiling into the midst before Jesus. 

40When He saw their faith, He said to 
him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 

‘IAnd the scribes and the Pharisees 
began to reason, saying, “Who is this who 
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 

22But when Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, He answered and said to them, 
“Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 
23Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are for- 
given you, or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? 
44But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has power on earth to forgive sins”— 
He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I 
say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go 
to your house.” | | 

-SImmediately he rose up before them, 
took up what he had been lying on, and de- 
parted to his own house, glorifying God. 
-6And they were all amazed, and they glori- 
fied God and were filled with fear, saying, 
“We have seen strange things today!” 





=. Jesus Invites Matthew, a Sinner = 
(Mt 9:9-13; Mk 2:13-17) 
27 After these things He went out and saw 


-atax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax 


office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” t 
28So he left all, rose up, and followed Him. 
29Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his 
own house. And there were a great number 
of tax collectors and others who sat down 
with them.t 2°And their scribes and the 


5:17 ®NU-Text reads present with Him to heal. 





5:10 The great catch of fish (v. 9) is an image of the apostles bringing mankind to the knowledge of 


Jesus Christ, and it fulfills the prophecy of Jer 16:16. In the festal hymn of Pentecost we sing to Christ, 
rough the fishermen, You drew the world into Your net.” i | 

12 Leprosy was one of the most dreaded diseases of the time. It brought great physical suffering as 

"ell as total banishment and isolation from society. It is also a symbol of our sin. | 

14 Show ourself to the priest: Christ gives this command in order to convince the priests by a tangi- 

ble Miracle a ete ek to Moses (CyrAl). The priests hold Moses to be greater than Christ, yet 

HA heals a leper immediately and with His own divine authority. However, when Miriam was struck 

( 1 leprosy Moses had to seek mercy from above, and still she was only healed after seven days 


4 12:10-1 


5; 1-26 See note at Mt 9:2-8. 

fr evi (Matthew) answers Christ's call, 

the pte beginning of His ministry Christ has 
g arisees’ complaints against Him (v. 30). 

52 ed for Christ by John the Baptist (3:12). 


tof Jesus’ love and forgiveness. 





"Follow Me,” and leaves his occupation to become a disciple. 
been a friend of tax collectors and sinners, which is one of 
Levi may also have been one of the tax collectors 


d gratitude. The guest register is a stirring demonstration of 





LUKE 5:31 1374 
the Pharisees said to them, “Why are you 
doing what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath?” | 

3But Jesus answering them said, “Have 
you not even read this, what David did 
when he was hungry, he and those who 
were with him: 4how he went into the house 
of God, took and ate the showbread, and 
also gave some to those with him, which is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat?” 
5And He said to them, “The Son of Man is 
also Lord of the Sabbath.” 


æ Healing on the Sabbath 7- 
(Mt 12:9-14; MR 3:1-6) 

6Now it happened on another Sabbath, 
also, that He entered the synagogue and 
taught. And a man was there whose right 
hand was withered. 7So the scribes and 
Pharisees watched Him closely, whether 
He would heal on the Sabbath, that they 
might find an ‘accusation against Him." 
one puts a piece from a new garment on an | “but He knew their thoughts, and said to 
old one:? otherwise the new makes-a tear, | rhe man who had the withered hand, “Arise 
and also the piece that was taken out of the | and stand here.” And he arose and stood. 
new does not match the old: And no one | Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you 
puts new wine into old wineskins; or else | one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
the new wine will burst the wineskins and | good or to do evil, to save life or to de- 
be spilled, and the wineskins will be ru- | stroy?” \0And when He had looked around 
ined. 38But new wine must be put into new | at them all, He said to the man, “Stretch 
wineskins, and both are preserved.’ 39And | out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand 
was restored as whole as the other.® |'But 


no one, having drunk old wine, immedi- : 
ately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is | they were filled with rage, and discussed 


better.’ ”>T 


«=, The Lord of the Sabbath 7- 

(Mt 12:1-8; Mk 2:23-28) 

Now. it happened on the second 

Sabbath after the first@ that He went 
through the grainfields. And His disciples 
plucked the heads of grain and ate them, 
rubbing them in their hands.t -And some of 





Pharisees? complained against His disci- 
ples, saying, “Why do You eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 

3lJesus answered and said to them, 
“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 32] have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, | 
to repentance.” 


sa, When Does Jesus Fast? = 
(Mt 9:14-17; Mk 2:18-22) 

33Then they said to Him, “Why do? the 
disciples of John fast. often and make 
prayers, and likewise those’ of the 

Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?”t 
34And He said to them, “Can you make | 
the friends of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? But the’ days 
will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken away from them; then they will fast 


in those days.” 
36Then He spoke a parable to them: “No 








5:30 aNU-Text reads But the Pharisees and their 
scribes. 5:334NU-Text omits Why do, making 
the verse a statement. 5:3648NU-Text reads No 
one tears a. piece from a new garment and puts 
it on an old one. 5:388NU-Text omits and both 
are preserved. 5:39*®NU-Text omits immedi- 
ately. “NU-Text reads good. 6:14NU-Text 
reads ona Sabbath. 6:9°%M-Text reads to Rill. 
6:10 ®NU-Text and M-Text read to him. 
bNU-Text omits as whole as the other. 








5:33-39 Jesus’ earthly life is a time of joyous blessings. But there will come a time when His followers 
will practice the fast (see notes on Mt 9:14-17; Mk 2:20). | 
5:39 This saying occurs only in Luke's account, and illustrates (1) the difficulty with which the Jews 
would accept the new covenant, (2) the inner resistance a person faces in turning from a sinful way of 
life, and (3) the general stubbornness of the human heart. vb 
6:1-5 Second Sabbath after the first; This term was used when a Jewish feast immediately followed the 
normal Sabbath, for a feast was also known as a Sabbath. According to St. Ambrose, the term “second 
Sabbath” serves as an image of the new covenant and the eternal resurrection; the first Sabbath indi- 
cates the Law, while the second Sabbath indicates the gospel that follows it. Under the new covenant, ` 
the food which was at one time not lawful for anyone but the priests to eat is now freely given to all 
Py ve Lord " the Sabbath (v. 5). David prefigured this when he gave the showbread . . . to those with 
vim (vv. 3, 4). civ | | | 
6:7 According to certain traditions that the scribes and Pharisees had built up around the Law, healing 
was considered work, and thus was not permissible on the Sabbath. They believed they served God by 
zealously keeping these peripheral traditions, but this legalism made them insensitive to God’s mercy. - 











with one another what they might do to 


Jesus. 
as. The Twelve Chosen «=. 
(Mt 10:14; Mk 3:13-19) 
Now it came to pass in those days that 


He went out to the mountain to pray, and | 


-ontinued all night in prayer to God.t BAnd 
when it was day, He called His disciples to 
| Himself; and from them He chose twelve 
| whom He also named apostles: \4Simon, 


| whom He also named Peter, and Andrew 


pis brother; James and John; Philip and 
 Bartholomew;t Matthew and Thomas: 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
called the Zealot; '“Judas the son of James, 
and Judas Iscariot who also became a trai- 
tor. | 


- Crowds Follow Jesus <= 
(Mt 4:24, 25; 12:1516; Mk 3:7-12) 


And He came down with them and 


stood on a level place with a crowd of His 
disciples and a great ‘multitude of people 
from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from 
the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came 
to hear Him ‘and be healed of their dis- 
tases, t0 182s well as those who were tor- 
mented with unclean spirits, And they 


were healed. !9And the whole multitude | 


sought to touch Him, for power went out 
| tom Him and healed them all. 


æ The Beatitudes, the Woes «=> 
(Mt 5:1-12) 
“Then He lifted up His eyes toward His 
| Isciples. and said: | 


| Blessed are you poor, 

For yours is the kingdom of God. 
lessed are you who hunger now, 
For you shall be filled. 


i 





| Rath 





12, 13 Jesus, being the Son of God, does not pray as if to obtain grace or revelation from the Father. 


; | LUKE 6:31 
Blessed are you who weep now, 
For you shall laugh. 
2Blessed are you when men hate you, 
And when they exclude you, 
And revile you, and cast out your 
name as evil, 
For the Son of Man’s sake. 
3Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! 
For indeed your reward is great in 
heaven, i 
For in like manner their fathers did to 
the prophets. 





= - 








24“But woe to you who are rich, 
For you have received your 
consolation.t eT a 
29Woe to you who are full, 
For you shall hunger. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
For you shall mourn and weep. 
26Woe to youa when all> men speak well 
“of you, 
For so did their fathers to the false 
prophets. | 


“=. Love of Enemies 7> 

| (Mt 5:38-48) 

/“But I say to you who hear: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
“Sbless those who curse you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you. 2°To him who 
strikes you on the one cheek, offer the 
other also. And from him who takes away 
your cloak, do not withhold your tunic ei- 
ther. ?°Give to everyone who asks of you. 
And from him who takes away your goods 
do not ask them back. #!And just-as you 


omits all, 


6:26 *NU-Text and M-Text omit to you. "M-Text 


| 





a ef, asthe Son of Man, He prays as the Advocate for humanity (AmbM; see 1Jn 2:1), Jesus spent all 


Might; ane pap ly 
| want n prayer before selecting the twelve apostles to teach us that before choosing a candidate for 


i 


iq 8 See note at Mt 10:1-4. 


pa Piritual ministry, we should pray that God will reveal to us the one suited for the task (Theoph). 


E 


9 See the notes at Mt 5—7. This Sermon on the Plain (level place, v. 17) is similar in content to 


Wer a ner | 

po Period of three years (see note at Jn 2:23). 

Otto 6 Luke reports four “woes” not found in 

"teg, OUt Of unspeakable destructio 
to her 


| ess 





3 in showing mercy to others (CyrAl). 


| honk 


A 





Matthew's account. Woe is an indication not merely of 
n (Is 5:18-24; Am 5:18, 19; Rev 12:12). Those who prize the vices 
e are liable to the “utmost misery”; however, they find hope when they sacrifice their earthly 


the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5—7), though notas extensive. Jesus repeated many of His teachings 


h: k i 
1, 3; 10:22-24; 14:25-35 This passage iS read on days commemorating hierarchs, hieromartyrs and 


LUKE 6:32 


want men to do to you, you also do to them 
likewise.t 

2"RBut if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. “And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners do 


the same. *4And if you lend to those from | 


whom you hope to receive back, what 


credit is that to you? For even sinners lend 


to sinners to receive as much back. “But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, hop- 
ing for nothing in return; and your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful 
and evil. **Therefore be merciful, just as 
your Father also is merciful. 


æ. Be Merciful 7> 
(Mt 7:1-5) 

37“ Judge not, and you shali not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall. not be cor- 
demned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.? 
38Give, and it will be given to -you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over will be put into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that you 
use, it will be measured back to you.” 

39And He spoke a parable to them: “Can 


the blind lead the blind? Will they not both | 


fall into the ditch? 4A disciple is not above 
his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly 
trained will be like his teacher.t 44And why 
do you look at the speck in your brother’s 
eye, but do not perceive the plank in your 
own eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck 
that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not 


see the plank that is in your own eye? | 


Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to re- 
move the speck that is in your brother's eye. 


1376 


e Beware of Hypocrisy 7- 
(Mt 7:15-27) 

43“For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, 
nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. “For 
every tree is known by its own fruit. For 
men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do 
they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 
454 good man out of the good treasure of 
his heart brings forth good; and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure of his heart? 
brings forth evil. For out of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaks. 

46“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord, 
and not do the things which I say?t 
47\WWhoever comes to Me, and hears My say- 
ings and does them, I will show you whom 


| he is like: #8He is like a man building a 
| house, who dug deep and laid the founda- 
| tion on the rock. And when the flood arose, 


the stream beat vehemently against that 


| house, and could not shake it, for it was 


| founded on the rock. #9But he who heard 
and. did nothing is like a man who built a 
house on the earth without a foundation, 
against which the stream beat vehemently; 
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and immediately it fell? And the ruin of | 


that house was great.” 


æ. A Gentile Soldier’s Faith -7 

| (Mt 8:5-13) 
7 Now when He concluded all His say- 
ings in the hearing of the people, He 
entered Capernaum. 7And a certain centu- 
rion’s servant, who was dear to him, was 
sick and ready to die.t 3$So when he heard 
about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to 
Him, pleading with Him to come and heal 
his servant. And when they came to Jesus, 


6:45 ®"NU-Text omits treasure of his heart. 
6:48 "NU-Text reads for it was well built. 
6:49 =NU-Text reads collapsed. 


6:31 This “Golden Rule” is a minimum of Christian virtue, as it places man’s desire for goodness (“the 
natural law of self-love,” CyrAl) as a basic standard of how to treat others. It is but the first step on the 
path to the perfection of virtue; this perfection is found in v. 36, where God's mercy, rather than man’s 


desire, is the standard. 


6:37, 38 Mercy precludes human judgment. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and run- 
ning over are descriptions of how an honest and generous merchant would measure bulk goods. Flour 
pressed down, for example, would yield a more generous amount than flour fluffed up. The blessings 
God intends to put into our hearts are more generous than we can possibly contain, yet this also de- 
pends on the spirit in which we ourselves give and forgive. 

6:40 Christ does not judge anyone (Jn 8:15; 12:47). Therefore, “if the Teacher does not judge, neither 
must the disciple, for the disciple is guilty of worse sins than those for which he judges others” (CyrAl). 
6:46-49 Hearing the gospel alone is not enough, for salvation is based not on hearing alone, nor on 
faith alone, but also on doing the things spoken by Christ (see Jam 2:24). 

7:2-10 This centurion, a Roman Gentile, is unusual in his devotion to the Jews. His characteristics are 
notable: compassion (v. 2); love for God and His people (v. 5); humility (v. 6); and great faith (vv. 7-9). 
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they 














begged Him earnestly, s 


serving, “for he loves our nation, and has 
puilt us a Synagogue.” 


Then Jesus went with them. And when | 
He was already not far from the house, the 


centurion sent friends to Him, saying to 


_ Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for | am 


not worthy that You should enter under my 
roof. “Therefore I did not even think myself 
worthy to come to You. But say. the word, 


_ and my servant will be healed: 8For I also 


am a man placed under authority, having 


soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
| and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 





| Tifieg 
iq 


fài 
ain Was undoubtedly strengthened by th 
| One €r as a means John used to convince 





comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this. and he 
does it.” 


veled at him, and turned around and said to 
the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, 
[have not found such great faith, not even 
in Israel!” And those who were sent, re- 
turning to the house, found the servant well 
who had been sick. 


= A Widow’s Son Is Raised 7 


Now it happened, the day after, that He 
went into a city called Nain; and many of 
His disciples went with Him, and a large 


crowd.t 2And when He came near the gate 


of the city, behold, a dead man was being 
carried out, the only son of his mother; and 
she was a widow. And a large crowd from 


the city was with her. !3When the Lord saw 
her, He had compassion on her and said to | 


er, “Do not weep.” Then He came and 


touched the open coffin, and those who 
_ “tried him stood still. And He said, “Young 


man, I say to you, arise.” So he who was 


ead sat up and began to speak. And He | 


resented him to his mother. | | 

“Then fear came upon all, and they glo- 
God, saying, “A great prophet has 
sen up among us”; and, “God has visited 





1-47 This is one of three resurrections performed by our Lord as recorded in the Gospels (see also 
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aying that the 
one for whom He should do this was de. 
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His people.” And this report about Him 
went throughout all Judea and all the Sur- 
rounding region. 
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œ John’s Messengers Inquire of Jesus 7- 

| (Mt 11:2-19) 

'8Then the disciples of John reported to 
him concerning all these things.t 19And 
John, calling two of his disciples to him, 
sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the 
Coming One, or do we look for another?” 

"When the men had come to Him, they 
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, 
Saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we 


look for another?’ ” 2!And that very hour 


He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, 


| and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave 
‘When Jesus heard these things, He mar- | 


sight. 

“Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things you have seen and 
heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he who 


is not offended because of Me.” 


24When the messengers of John had de- 
parted, He began to speak to the multitudes 
concerning John: “What did you go out into 


| the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 


wind? “But what did you go out to see? A 
man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those 
who are gorgeously appareled and live in 
luxury are in kings’ courts. 2°But what did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say. to 
you, and more than a prophet. 2’This is he 
of whom it is written: 


‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before 
You.’"® 


7:10 ®NU-Text omits who had been sick. 
7:19 ®NU-Text reads the Lord. 7:27 "Malachi 
3:1 | 


641-56. ; e promise given to the prophet Ezekiel that God will one day open 
56; In 11:1 firm the promise give propi t Gc ee 
the Draien aha ). Eney ann (Ezk 37114). Many people have exercised authority over the living; 
MY the Son of God “has power over both the living and the dead” (funeral service). While Christ has- 
a T through His rd döne (Jn 11:43), here He also touched the coffin to show that His very body is 
He-giving The puecenitts prefigures Christ's own Resurrection. fe Mary te Mice for ita vs ae 
| lena! ion, here a widow's only son is raisec | 
th,’ Yet her tears would be turned to joy by the Resurrection y | 


: dead, itting i » her weeping (AmbM),. | 
Magy Sel tt i H i imprisoned soon after Jesus was baptized (Mk 1:14). Though John 
d his di elase ilow Christ (Jn 1:29-31, 35-37), some remained with him. While John’s own 
Hallack libs e signs Christ performed, the Fathers universally see this en- 
his remaining disciples that Jesus was indeed the Coming 


ecte 
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For I say to you, among chose born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than 
John the Baptist; but he who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.”t 
2I3And when all the people heard Him, 
even the tax collectors justified God, hav- 


ing been baptized with the baptism of | 


John. °°But the Pharisees and lawyers re- 
jected the will of God for themselves, not 
having been baptized by him.t 

31And the Lord said, “To what then shall 
I liken the men ofthis generation, and what 
are they like?t 32They are like children sit- 
ting in the marketplace and calling to one 
another, saying: 


‘We played the flute for you, 
And you did not dance; 
We mourned to you, 
And you did not weep,’ 


33For John the Baptist carne neither eating 
bread nor drinking wine, and you Say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has come 
eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a 
glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ *But wisdom is 
justified by all her children.”* 


~. Forgiveness of a Sinful Woman -= 
36Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to 
eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat down to eat.t® 37And behold, 
a woman in the city who was a Sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in 


the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster 


flask of fragrant oil, 38and stood at His feet 
behind Him weeping; and she began to 





Wish His feet with her teart; and wiped 
them with the hair of her head; and she 
kissed His feet and anointed them with the 
fragrant oil. 29Now when the Pharisee who 
had invited Him saw this, he spoke to him- 
self, saying, “This Man, if He were a 
prophet, would know who and what man- 
ner of woman this is who is touching Him, 
for she is a sinner.” 

And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Simon, I have something to say to you.” 

So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 

“There was a certain creditor who had 
two debtors. One owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. **And when 
they had nothing with which to repay, he 


| freely forgave them both. Tell Me, there- 


fore, which of them will love him more?” 
43Simon answered and said; “I suppose 


the one whom he forgave more.” 


And He said to him, “You have rightly 


judged.” “4Then He turned to the woman and 


said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? | 
entered your house; you gave Me no water 
for My feet, but she has washed My feet with 
her tears and wiped them with the hair of 
her head. “You gave Me no kiss, but this 
woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since 
the time I came in. #*You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed 
My feet with fragrant oil. 47Therefore I say to 
you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 
for she loved much. But to whom little is for- 
given, the Same loves little: 


| 7:28 4@NU-Text reads there is none greater than 


John, (7:314NU-Text and M-Text omit And the 
Lord said. 


7:28 Though he was the greatest prophet, John’s earthly life and ministry, remained in the eae of the 
old covenant. The new covenant so far surpasses the old that the least in the kingdom is greater than 
the greatest outside it. This does not imply John will not be resurrected to the Kingdom, but merely 
that his life on earth came before Somen far superior. 


7:30 See Mk 11:27-33. 


7:31-34 Children would play this game in two groups. One group would mimic musicians, while the 
other group refused to respond appropriately to the type of music being played. The Pharisees were so 
rigid in their religion that they were unable to respond to and_engage the world around them, Thus, 
they rejected John as being too mournful and ascetic, and Christ as being too merciful and joyous. 
7:35 In spite of being rejected by the Pharisees, both John, and Christ are justified, not by the opinions 
of men, but by their children, those who would come to believe and be faithful, 

7:36-50 This Pharisee was intrigued by Christ, as evidenced by his invitation, but he clearly does not 
believe in Him, as shown by his reaction to Christ's mercy (v: 39) and by his lack even of common hospi- 
tality (vv. 44-46), The encounter with the sinful woman is an icon of the grace found only in the 
Church, Through her, “the Church is justified as being greater than the Law, for the Law does not know 
the forgiveness of sins, nor the mystery in which secret sins are cleansed; therefore, what is lacking in, 


the Law is perfected in the sisal (AmbM). 
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7:36-50 This passage is read on days commemorating nah nuns. 














Then He said to her, “Your sins are for: 
ven.” 
Aant those who sat at the table with 
Him began to say to themselves, “Who is 
this who even forgives sins?”t | 
Then He said to the woman, “Your faith 
has saved you. Go in peace.” 


~~. Women Who Served Jesus m 


Now it came to pass, afterward, that He 
went through every city and village. 

preaching and bringing the glad tidings of 
' the kingdom of God. And the twelve were 
with Him, and certain women who. had 
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities— 
Mary called Magdalene, out of whom-had 
come seven demons,' ’and Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, 
| and many others. who provided for Hima 
from their substance. 


- Parable of the Sower = 
(Mt 13:1-23; Mk 4:1-20) 
‘And when a great multitude had gath- 
ered, and they had come to Him from every 
city, He spoke by a parable:t 5“A sower 


| went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, | 
some fell by the wayside; and it was tram- 


pled down, and the birds of the air de- 
voured itt 6Some fell on rock; and as soon 
as it Sprang up, it withered away because it 
lacked moisture. 7And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it 
and choked it. *But others fell on good 
sound, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold.” When He had said these 
things He cried, “He who has ears'to hear, 
let him hear!” 


hat does this parable mean?” 


1:49 T 
| (ees 





1em 
And He said, 





hat a man could forgive sins was beyond the bounds of the Law as the Pharisees understood it 
21). Yet Christ was not a mere man, but the very Lawgiver Himself. “Who could declare things 





ete MURINE 8:18 
“To you it has been given 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 


God, but to the rest it is given in parables, 
that 


‘Seeing they may not see, 
And hearing they may not 
understand. ‘at 


“Now the parable is this: The seed is the 
word of God. Those by the wayside are 
the ones who hear; then the devil comes 
and takes away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved. '’But the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they. hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, who believe for 
a while and in time of temptation fall away. 
“Now the ones that fell among thorns are 


those who, when they have heard, go out 


and are choked with cares, riches, and 
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to ma- 
turity. But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the 
word with a noble and good heart, keep it 
and bear fruit with patience. 


m Take Care How You Hear Im 
(MR 4:21-25) 
'6“No one, when he has lit a lamp. covers 


it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but 
sets it on a lampstand, that those who enter 


may see the light. For nothing is secret 


that will not be revealed, nor anything hid- 


den that will not be known and come to 


light. '*Therefore take heed how you hear. 


| For whoever has, to him more will be given; 
| ,. Then His disciples asked Him, saying, 





8:3 °NU-Text and M-Text read them. 
8:10 “Isaiah 6:9 


at Were above the Law, except the One who ordained the Law?" (CyrAl). 


clai 
èrkness before her healing. 
4 Parable: See the article “Parables” at Mt 13. 


‘2 These women were faithful to Christ to the end (23:49, 55),,and were the first to receive and pro- 
Mm the news of His Resurrection (24:1-10). In the Scriptures, the number seven often symbolizes to- 
Y and completeness, indicating that Mary called Magdalene had been thoroughly given over to 


“15 As the sower in this parable, Christ fulfills the prophecy in Is 55:10-13. Note that while some 


hist 
a 


night teach son is permanently saved at the moment he professes faith—a view never held by the 
Oric Church Atre teachin of je is clear that it is possible to believe for a while and then fall 
AY (V. 13),) 


10 Myst ure intellectual concepts, but the presence of the Kingdom of God which 
( Not haen ea A Enis unwillingness to understand Christ's parables is due to a Aaa tached ne a 
b Idom. “If the blindness were natural, it would have been proper for God to open their eyes; bu 


Woy 


i indr t overt air free will.” Doing so 
use it wa : and self-chosen blindness, He does not overthrow their will.” 
d naval eeh PENEN to “no advantage for them, but an even greater condemnation" (JohnChr). 
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and whoever does not have, even what he 
seems to have will be taken from him.” 


= Jesus’ True Kinsmen = 
(Mt 12:46-50; Mk 3:31-35) 

Then His mother and brothers came to 
Him, and could not approach Him because 
of the crowd.t 2°And it was told Him by 
some, who said, “Your mother and Your 


brothers are standing outside, desiring to- 


see You.” 

2\But He answered and said to them, “My 
mother and My brothers are these who 
hear the word of God and do it.” 


= Jesus Calms a Storm = 
(Mt 8:23-27; Mk 4:35-41) 


22Now it happened, on a certain day, that | 


He got into a boat with His disciples. And 
He said to them, “Let us cross over to the 
other side of the lake.” And they launched 


out.t 23But as they sailed He fell asleep. And | 


a windstorm came down on the lake, anc 
they were filling with water, and were in 
jeopardy. And they came to Him anc 
awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are 
perishing!” 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind and 
the raging of the water. And they ceased, 
and there was a calm. “But He said to 
them, “Where is your faith?” 

And they were afraid, and marveled, say- 
ing to one another, “Who can this be? For 
He commands even the winds and water, 
and they obey Him!” 


= The Gadarene Demoniac = 
(Mt 8:28-34; Mk 5:1-20) 


26Then they sailed to the country of the 
Gadarenes,* which is opposite Galilee.t 
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27And when He stepped out on the land, 
there met Him a certain man from the city 
who had demons for a long time. And he 
wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house 
but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he 
cried out, fell down before Him, and with a 
loud voice said, “What have I to do with 
You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg You, do not torment me!” #For He had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out 
of the man. For it had often seized him, and 
he was kept under guard, bound with 
| chains and shackles; and he broke the 
| bonds and was driven by the demon into 
the wilderness. 
| 30Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your 
name?” 
| And he said, “Legion,” because many 
| demons had entered him. *'And they 
| begged Him that He would not command 
them to go out into the abyss. 

32Now a herd of many swine was feeding 
there on the mountain. So they begged Him 
that He would permit them to enter them. 
And He permitted them. *’Then the demons 
went out of the man and entered the swine, 
and the herd ran violently down the steep 
place into the lake and drowned.t 

34When those who fed them saw what 
had happened, they fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. Then they went 
out to see what had happened, and came to 
Jesus, and found the man from whom the 
demons had departed, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And 
they were afraid. °°They also who had seen 
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8:26 aNU-Text reads Gerasenes. 8:274NU-Text 
reads who had demons and for a long time 
wore no clothes. 


8:19-21 See note at Mt 12:46-50. It was not Christ's will to deny His mother and brothers. Rather, Jesus 


is correcting both 


Kingdom “is not by nature but by virtue” (JohnChr; | 
permits the windstorm to arise while He is sleeping in order to perfect the 


8:22-25 Christ deliberately 


them and His hearers “to the right idea concerning Himself,” that the family of His 


see also 11:27, 28). 


disciples’ faith and rebuke their weaknesses, so they would eventually be unshaken by life's 


temptations. Here their faith 
but unbelief when they said, “We are perishing.” 
8:26-39 See note on Mt 8:28-34. 

8:33 Some teach that the presence of swine 
forbade His disciples to go to the Gentiles (Mt 


is still mixed with unbelief: They showed faith when they came to Him, 


indicates a Gentile population. However, since our Lord 
10:5) and was Himself reluctant to seek out the Gentiles 


(Mt 15:24), likely these were Jews engaged in a sinful occupation (see also the note at Mt 4:15). 
The destruction of the entire herd reveals: (1) while animals are a venerable part of creation, man iS 


of far greater value; (2) Christ 
Jews (Dt 14:8); (3) demons have no power 
only enter the swine at Christ’ 
the demon-possessed man would hav 
economic loss would remain as a sign 


removes a source of sin, for swine herding was an abomination to the 
over creation, but are subject to the will of God—they could 
s command; (4) people are protected under God's providence—otherwise, 
e come to the same end as the swine; (5) the magnitude of the 
for the hardhearted people who fled that region (v. 34). 
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told them by what means he who had 
een demon-possessed was healed. *’Then 
ye whole multitude of the surrounding re- 
on of the Gadarenes* asked Him to de- 
art from them, for they were seized with 
reat fear. And He got into the boat and re- 
ned. 
Sow the man from whom the demons 


t 


had departed begged Him that he might be | 


with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, 


Return to your own house, and tell what 


— 


geat things God has done for you.” And he 
went his way and proclaimed throughout 
the whole city what great things Jesus had 


done for him. 


D : 


| hime 
wy press You, and You say, ‘Who touched 








~ Jairus’ Daughter Raised, a Woman 
Healed m 
(Mt 9:18-26; MR 5:21-43) 

So it was, when Jesus returned, that the 
multitude welcomed Him, for they were all 
waiting for Him.t 44And behold. there came 
aman named Jairus. and he was a ruler of 
the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ 
feet and begged Him to come to his house, 
“for he had an only daughter about twelve 
years of age, and she was dying. | 

But as He went, the multitudes thronged 
Him. 44Now a woman, having a flow of 
lood for twelve years, who had spent all 
ier livelihood on physicians and could not 


_behealed by any,t 44came from behind and | 


‘ouched the border of His garment, And im- 
mediately her flow of blood stopped. 

“And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” 
en all denied it, Peter and those with 
Said, “Master, the multitudes throng 


E? "bt 
“But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, 
rh, berceived power going out from Me.” 
vO when the woman saw that she was 
hidden, she came trembling; and falling 
WN before Him, she declared to Him in 


1V 25) 


Aye e Note at 7:11-17, 


ĉe note at Mt 10:14. 
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the presence of all the people the reason 
she had touched Him and how she was 
healed immediately.t | 
48And He said to her, “Daughter, be of 
good cheer;4 your faith has made you well. 
Go in peace.” SA 
49While He was still speaking, someone 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s 
house, saying to him, “Your daughter is 


dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” 


50But when Jesus heard it, He answered 
him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, 
and she will be made well.” °!'When He 
came into the house, He permitted no one 
to go inè except Peter, James, and John, 


| and the father and mother of the girl. 


52Now all wept and mourned for her; but 
He said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but 


| sleeping” And they ridiculed Him, know- 


ing that she was dead. 

4But He put them all outside, took her 
by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, 
arise.”t 5Then her spirit returned, and she 
arose immediately. And He commanded 
that she be given something to eat: *°*And 
her parents were astonished, but He 
charged them to tell no one what had hap- 
pened. 


~. The Twelve Sent Out -=> 
(Mt 9:35—11:1; Mk 6:7-13) 
Then He called His twelve disciples 
together and gave them power and 


authority over all demons, and to cure 
diseases.t 2He sent them to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 


3And He said to them, “Take nothing for 


8:37 9®NU-Text reads Gerasenes. 8:45°NU-Text 
omits and those with him. ®NU-Text omits and 
You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ 8:484NU-Text 
omits be of good cheer, 8:49 ®NU-Text adds 
anymore. 8:51°NU-Text adds with Him. °NU- 
Text and M-Text read Peter, John, and James. 
8:54 ®NU-Text omits put them all outside. 


44 Fort tact with blood caused defilement and led to religious and social isolation 
fetid at lal edie Yh / approaching both Christ and a ruler of the synagogue (v. 41) 
m and subjecting herself to ridicule. 


LUKE 9:4 


the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor 
bread nor money; and do not have two tu- 
nics apiece. | 

“Whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and from there depart. 5And whoever will 
not receive you, when you go out of that 
city, shake off the very dust from your feet 
asa testimony against them.” 

6So they departed and went through the 
towns, preaching the gospel and healing 
everywhere: 7 

7Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that 
was done by Him; and he was perplexed, 
because it was said by some that John had 
risen from the dead,t Sand by some. that 
Elijah:had appeared, and by others that one 
of the old prophets had risen again. Herod 
said, “John I have beheaded, but who is this 
of whom I hear such things?” So he sought 
to see Him. 

«n Feeding the Five Thousand 7- 
(Mt 14:13-21; Mk 6:30—44; Jn 6:1—14) 

l0And the apostles, when they had re- 
turned, told Him all that they had done. 
Then He took them and went aside pri- 





vately into a.deserted: place belenging to | 


the city called Bethsaida. !!But when, the 
multitudes knew it, they followed Him; 
and He received them and spoke to them 
about the kingdom of God, and healed 
those. who had need of healing.t !2When 
the day began to wear away, the twelve 


came and said to Him, “Send the multitude | 


away, that they may go into the surround- 
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ing towns and country, and lodge and get 
provisions; for we are in a deserted place 
here.” 

13But He said to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” 

And they said, “We have no more than 
five loaves and two fish, unless we go and 
buy food for all these people.”? For there 
were about five thousand men. 

Then He said to His disciples, “Make 
them sit down in groups of fifty.” 19And 
they did so; and made them all sit down. 

16Then He took the five loaves and the 
two fish, and looking up’ to heaven, He 
blessed and broke them, and gave them to 
the disciples to set before the multitude. 
7S0 they all ate and were filled, and twelve 


baskets of the leftover fragments were 
| taken up by them. 


æ Peter’s Confession: Jesus 
is the Christ 7> 
(Mt 16:13-20; Mk 8:27-30) 

‘8And it happened, as He was alone pray- 
ing, that His disciples joined Him, and He 
asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds 
say that I am?”t À 

19Sọ they answered and said, “John the 
Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say 
that one of the old prophets has risen 
again.” 

20He said to them, “But who do you Say 
that Lam?” - : 

Peter answered and said, “The Christ of 
God.”t : | 


9:7-9 This is the same Herod to whom Pilate would send Jesus during His trial (23:7). He is the son of 
the Herod who slew the innocent infants in Bethlehem (Mt 2:16). The incident of the beheading of 


St. John is found in Mk 6:14-28. 


9:11-17 Theophylact sees a liturgical parallel with the feeding of the five thousand. Here Christ first 
healed and spoke of the gospel, and then fed the multitude with the miraculous bread by the hands of 
His disciples. In the Church, a person is first healed through baptism; then at the Liturgy, the gospel is 
preached and the bread of life and the cup are received from the hands of the ordained clergy. 

9:13 You give them something to eat: This commission is a type and preparation for the apostolic min- 
istry the disciples will perform after Christ's Resurrection. They will feed the world with the word of God 
and with the Eucharist. Five loaves and two fish: Christ is the same Creator “of both the earth and the 
sea, who in the beginning brought fruit from the earth and life out of the water” (JohnChr). 

9:16 Christ looked up to heaven “not as receiving power from elsewhere, but as honoring the Father 
who begot Him.” That Christ blessed and broke the bread teaches us “not to touch any meal until we 
have given thanks to Him who gives us food” (JohnChr). This blessing also presents a clear eucharistic 
image and directs us to pursue spiritual food greater than that which is earthly (see Jn 6:26, 27). 

9:18, 19 As in every generation, what the crowds have to say about Jesus is usually unpredictable and 


misguided. 


9:20 Who do you say that! am? is the ultimate question in Scripture and in all theology. How this ques- 
tion is answered defines the universe. Christ (Heb. Messiah) means “Anointed One.” The declaration of 
Peter that Jesus is the Christ of God reveals Jesus is not merely another anointed king or prophet, but — 


the long-awaited Savior. 


—=. 











y _ First Prediction of the Passion s7- 
(Mt 16:21-28; Mk'8:31—9:1) | 
nand He strictly warned’ ‘and com- 
anded them to tell this to no one,t “say- 
„g ‘The Son of Man must suffer many 
hings, and be rejected by the elders and 


hief priests and scribes, and be killed, and | 


pe raised the third day.” 

Then He said to them all, “If anyone de- 
sires to come after Me, let him deny him- 
elf, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me.t For whoever desires to. save his life 
will lose it, but whoever. loses his life for 
My sake will save it. 2°For what profit is it 
ta man if he gains the whole world, and is 
himself destroyed or dost?.2°For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words, of him the 
Son of Man will be ashamed when ;He 
comes in His own-glory,.and in His Father’s, 
and of the holy. anseis. alai 


“But I tell you truly, there -are some 
standing here who shall not taste death till 


they see the kingdom. of God:”t 
~ The Transfiguration > 
(Mt 17:1-9; Mk: 9:2-10) 
4Now it came-to-pass, about eight days 


| after: these sayings, that He took. Peter, 


John, and James and went up, on the,moun: | 


lain to. pray.t 229As He prayed, the appear- 
ance of His face was altered, and His robe 


| became white and glistening. 3¢And behold, 


0 men talked with Him, who were Moses 
and Elijah, 3:who appeared in glory and 


FA Jesus desires to keep i 
aa derstandings. Only after His Passion an 
ĉe note on Mt 12:16-21). 

ae Note two things: (1) Each pers 


'€ach person, and each has been chosen by God to 


PSUS) 2 2 ee ee 
| spoke of His decease which He was about 





Spee LTS. 


to accomplish at Jerusalem.t **But Peter 
and those with him were heavy with sleep; 
and when they were fully awake, they saw 
His glory and the two men who stood with 
Him. 3Then it happened, as they were part- 
ing from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here; and let 
us make three tabernacles: one for You, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not know- 
ing what he said. 

34While he was saying this, a cloud came 
and overshadowed them; and they were 


fearful as they entered the cloud. And a 


voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
My beloved Son.: Hear Him!” 3°When the 
voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. 


But they kept quiet, and. told no one in 


those days any of the things they had seen. 
=~ The Unbelieving World -=> 
4 (Mt 17:14-21; Mk 9:14-29) — 
37Now it happened.on the next day, when 
they had come down from the mountain, 


‘that a great multitude met Him. **Suddenly 


a man from the multitude cried out, saying, 
“Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for 
he is my only child. “%And behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it 
convulses him so that he foams at the 
mouth; and it departs from him with great 
difficulty, bruising him. So I implored 


9:23 9M-Text omits daily. 9:35 4NU-Text reads 
This is My Son, the Chosen One. | | 





His identity as the Christ hidden to avoid popular political and theological 
d Resurrection can His identity as Messiah be understood 


on must take up his own cross. The burden in this world is different 


bear certain struggles for his own salvation and 


p Salvation of those around him. (2) The cross is to be taken up'daily. Commitment to following Christ 


of 
f being shamed and persecuted by the world. 


3 This is a reference to those who will witness t 


‘Not just a one-time event. Rather, it is the continual practice of faith and obedience, even to the point 


he Transfiguration (vv. 28-36), as well as to those in 


Sy 9eneration who experience the presence of God's Kingdom. | | 


, “36 See the article “The Transfiguration” at Mt 17. 
“departure") refers to His 
ation, for Christ is glorified through His death (Jn 12:23). In the 


N a rist’s decease (Gr, exodus, lit. 
Nur Ic to the glory of the Transfigur 


“oss (Se 
n 


t prees butiwas à voluntary offering © 
uy ad not consented (Mt 26:53 
hey Our disciples beheld Your glory as 


uld Understand that Your suffering was voluntary.” 





al cycle, the Feast of the Transfiguration (Aug. 
that Ch Pt. 14), showing the connection between Chri 
layo ts Passion is'a fulfillment of the OT Passover 


death. Christ's death is intimately con- 


6) comes forty days before the feast of the Holy 
st's glory and His Cross, The term exodus reveals 
and is the true exodus from enslavement into |: 


ms Christ's upcoming death was not imposed on Him by 
f love, for no arresting soldier could withstand such. glory - 
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not.”t 

Then Jesus answered and said, “O faith- 
less and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you and bear with you? 
Bring your son here.” 42And as he was still 
coming, the demon threw him down and 
convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the un- 
clean spirit, healed the child, and gave him 
back to his father. 


=~. Second Prediction of the Passion > 
(Mt: 17:22, 23; Mk 9:30-32) 

43And they were all amazed at the 
majesty of God. 

But while everyone marveled at all the 
things which Jesus did, He said to His dis- 
ciples, ““Let these words sink down into 
your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be 
betrayed into the hands of men.”? “But they 
did not understand this saying, and it was 
hidden from them so that they did not per- 
ceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him 
about this saying. 


æ Who Is the Greatest? v7- 
(Mt 18:1-5; Mk 9:33-37) 
*6Then a dispute arose among them as to 
which of them would be greatest.t “And 


Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, — 


took a little child and set him by Him, #8and 
said to them, “Whoever receives this little 
child in My name receives Me; and who- 
ever receives Me receives Him who sent 
Me. For he who is least among you all will 
be great.” 


m. The Rights of Jesus’ Disciples = 
(Mk 9:38-41) 
49Now John answered and said, “Master, 
we saw someone casting out demons in 





whose faith was weaker still (see Mk 9:22-24). . 


9:40, 41 While the disciples’ faith was incomplete (Mt 17:19, 20), Christ's rebuke is also to the crowds, 


a JS = 1384 
Your disciples to cast it out, but they could | 


Your name, and we forbade him because he 
does not follow with us.” 

But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid 
him, for he who is not against us? is on our? 
side.” 


c Kindness Toward the Inhospitable -7- 

5'Now it came to pass, when the time had 
come for Him to be received up, that He 
steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 
52and sent messengers before His face. And 
as they went, they entered a village of the 
Samaritans, to prepare for Him. But they 
did not receive Him, because His face was 
set for the journey to Jerusalem. *And 
when His disciples James and John saw 
this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them, just as Elijah did?” 

But He turned and rebuked them,? and 
said, “You do not know what manner of 
spirit you are of. °°For the Son of Man did 
not come to destroy men’s lives but to save 
them.”* And they went to another village. 


«= Undivided Commitment > 
(Mt 8:18-22) 

5Now it happened as they journeyed on 
the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, 
I will follow You wherever You go.”t 

8And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.” 

°Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” 

But he said, “Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.” 


9:50 8NU-Text reads you. "NU-Text reads your. 


9:54 »NU-Text omits just as Elijah did. 

9:55 "“NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 
9:56 "NU-Text omits the first sentence of this 
verse. 


9:44 Christ's repeated prediction of His Passion was meant to encourage and strengthen His disciples 
for the terrifying events they would face, and to assure them that Christ was not powerless but went to 


the Cross willingly. 


9:46-50 Little child: See note on Mt 18:1-4. Theophylact sees John’s comment as a regret, his conscience 
having been pricked by what Christ said about the least and the great. St. Ambrose, on the other hand, 
sees John as expecting full obedience to accompany such blessings. In either interpretation, Christ's re- 
sponse shows those acting in good faith are not excluded, even if they are not currently numbered -7 
among the disciples. “See how divine grace is at work even in those who are not His disciples” (Theoph; 
see also Nm 11:24-30). On those using Christ's name without good faith, see 11:23; Acts 19:13-16. 
9:57-62 | will follow You: There is a cost to discipleship. Jesus reveals three: (1) The disciple relinquishes 
personal or earthly security—if the Lord has nowhere to lay His head, neither will the disciple. (2) Noth- 
ing, not even the honor due to parents, can be an obstacle to serving the Lord. (3) A disciple cannot ` 
delay in accomplishing the good that Christ demands. | | vatetst 
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üJesus said to him, “Let the dead bury | and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
heir own dead, but you g0 and preach the | come near to you.'t !But whatever city you 
kingdom of God. enter, and they do not receive you, go out 
61And anothe! also said, “Lord, I will fol- into its streets and say, “The very dust of 
jow You, but let me first go and bid them your city which clings to us we wipe off 
farewell who are at my house.” against you. Nevertheless know this, that 
But Jesus said to him, “No one, having | the kingdom of God has come near you’ 
put his hand to the plow, and looking back, | 2Buta I say to you that it will be more toler- 
is fit for the Kingdom of God.” able in that Day for Sodom than for that 
= The Seventy Sent Out > oy, sS 
f = “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you: 
] ae enere tnings the Lord ,ap-.| Bethsaida! For-if the mighty works which 
7) DOM” Seventy | otners also,4 and |iwere done. incyoushad been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.t !4But it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the judgment than for you. And. you, 
Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, 
will be brought down to Hades.4 !§He who 
hears, you hears Me, he who rejects you re- 
jects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects 
Him who sent Me.”2 | 
Then the seventy returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in Your name.” 
'8And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall 


sent them two by two before His face into 
every city and place where He Himself was 
about to go.t4 2Then He said to them, “The 
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His harvest.t 3Go 
your way; behold, i send you out as lambs 
among wolves.t *Carry neither money bag, 
knapsack, nor sandals: and greet no one 
along the road. But whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ ®And if 
a son of peace is there, your peace will rest 
on it; if not, it will return to you. 7And re- 
main in the same house, eating and drink- | 
ing such things as they give, for the laborer 
is worthy of his wages. Do not go from 
house to house.t ®Whatever city you enter, 
and they receive you, eat such things as‘are | thrust down to Hades! 10:17 :NU-Text reads 
set before you. 29And heal the sick there, | seventy-two. 


ss aaam 





10:1 4NU-Text reads seventy-two others. | 
10:11 *NU-Text reads our feet. -10:12 4NU-Text— 
and M-Text omit But. 10:15 8NU-Text reads 
will you be exalted to heaven? You will be 





10:1 Seventy: See the article “The Seventy” in this chapter. Hod 9 
10:2 We are to pray not only for the harvest of converts to Christ, but also for the laborers who will 
reach them. | : at 
10:3 Lambs speak of the sacrificial life of the apostles and of all followers of Christ. The wolves are 
those who seek to frighten and devour those who follow the Lord (Jn 15:18). 209 ea 
10:7, 8 Twi “hri mmands the apostles to eat whatever is offered to them. This has a two o 
Mitkas I AEE must be content with whatever is offered, even if the food is little and sim- 
Ple; and (2) the gracious reception of others’ hospitality takes precedence over personal fasting or 
oo sapines, hen he visited a monastery, the fast was always relaxed to 
_ ot Cassia | ther notes that when he visited a monastery, the 1 aay. 
onor AA ne tee he asked why, the elder responded, Fasting is always with me, but you | 
annot always keys with me. Fasting is useful and necessary, but it depends on our choice, while the 
aW of God demands charity. Thus receiving Christ in you, | serve you with all diligence, and when | have 
laken leave of you, | resime the rule of fasting again.” In this way the ascetics would obey Christ's come 
Mand here and His command that we not “appear to men to be fasting” (Mt 6:18; see also Rom 14:2-6; 
10:27: H eave | | g 
10:9 The Aa iş not simply that there is a Kingdom in the future, but that this kingdom of 


"as come near. 


i | j ist after experiencing His grace. In contrast, those 
W 13-16 Judgment is severe for those who reject Chr p 


| and ar 


ave never known Christ due to genuine ignorance are ea sin in that regard (Jn 15:22-24), 
Í ode s i -alven conscience (Rom 2:12-16). 

€ instead judged by their God give N 
mmemoration of apostles. 

i of the Apostle Mark, and on November 8, the 





10:4 
aa This p is read for the c 
10; passage is rea | 
a 21 This passage is read on April 29, the Feast 
‘Memoration of Holy Archangels. 





spe TH E- SEVENTY#a< 


=) In Luke 10:1-17, the Lord appoints seventy men to go out as missionaries—as apos- 
D ies. Though not so prominent as the Twelve, the seventy carried out their missions with 
l fervor and enthusiasm. The Tradition of the Church confirms that the Seventy remained 
S ‘true to the Lord and their calling, fulfilling a vital role in the spread of the gospel. These 
a were not randoni choices. or accidental volunteers but true disciples, true apostles, whose 
labors carried the message of their Lord throughout the Roman Empire and beyond. 

Though lists of the Seventy vary somewhat, all these men are remember ed in the calendar 
of the Church (see chart, “the Seventy,” on page 1822). One day, January 4, is set aside to 
remember them all, aad the record of their work is preserved in accounts handed down — 
through the centuries from place to place, especially in those locations where they labored. 

To tell all the stories passed down in the Church concerning the Seventy would fill a book 
of considerable size, but the stories of a few will convey the conviction and faith of this illustri- 
ous boay. | | tio reels at 

Barnabas, a Jew of the tribe’ of Levi, was born in Cyprus of wealthy parents. He is said to 
have studied under Gamaliel with Saul of Tarsus, who was to become Paul the apostle. Origi- 
nally named Joseph, he was called Barnabas (Son of Consolation) by the apostles (Acts 4:36) 
because he had a rare gift of comforting people’s hearts. He sought out Paul when everyone 
else was afraid of him, bringing him to the apostles. Lt was Barnabas whom the apostles first 
sent to Antioch with Paul: Their fong association was broken only when Barnabas was deter- 
mined to take his cousin Mark, Whom Paul did not trust just then, on a missionary journey. 
The three were later reconciled (Coi'4:10) Many ancient accounts say Barnabas was the first 
to preach in Rome and in Milan, but he was martyred in Cyprus, then buried by Mark at the 
western gate of the city of Salamis. | Beam | | a cn 

Also among the more prominent of the Seventy was the apostle Titus, whom Paul called 
his brother (2Co 12:18) and his son (Tts 1:4). Born in Crete, Titus was educated in Greek 

philosophy, but after reading the prophet Isaiah he began to, doubt the value of all he had 
been taught; Hearing the news of the coming; of Jesus Christ, he joined some others from 
Crete who were going to Jerusalem to see for themselves. After hearing Jesus speak and seeing 
His works, the young Titus joined those who followed. Him. Baptized by the apostle Paul, he 
worked with and served the great apostle to the Gentiles, traveling with him until Paul sent 
him to Crete, making him bishop of-that city. It is said that Titus was in Rome at the time of 
the beheading of St. Paul and that he buried the body of his spiritual father before returning 
home. Back in Crete, he converted and baptized many people, governing the Church on that 
island until he entered into rest at the age of ninety-four. ps | 

Many less prominent among the’ Seventy also labored for Christ unto death. Aristarchus, 
whom Paul mentions several times (Acts! 19:29; Col’4:10; Phm 24), calling him a “fellow la- 
borer,” became bishop of Apamea in Syria. Sosthenes (Acts 18:17; [Co 1:1) became bishop of 
Caesarea, and Tychicus (Acts 20:4; Eph 6:21; Col 4:7; 2Ti 4:12; Tts 3:12) succeeded him in 
that city. Simeon (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3), son of Cleopas (who was the brother of Joseph, the | 
betrothed of the Virgin Mary), succeeded James as bishop of Jerusalem. Aristobulus 
(Rom 16:10), the brother of the apostle Barnabas, preached the gospel in Britain and died 
peacefully there. | ae ee Era Š | 
_ The lives: of these few are quite representative of the Seventy, who were instrumental 4 
in helping to plant the Church throughout the world, Many became bishops, but the 
names of all are numbered in heaven in the Book’ of Life as faithful servants of the 
Lord, apostles and foundations of the Church. RLR EUA ee 
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like lightning from heaven,t !9Behold, I give 
you the authority to trample on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall by any means 
nurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 


rather® rejoice because your names are | 


written in heaven,” 

fn that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit 
and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden 
these things from the wise and prudent and 
revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for 
so it seemed good in Your sight.t 22A]]a 
things have been delivered to Me by My 
Father, and no one knows who the Son is 
except the Father, and who the Father is ex- 
cept the Son, and the one to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him.”® 

Then He turned to His disciples and 
said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things you see; 24for I tell you that 
many prophets and kings have desired to 
see what you ses, and have not seen it, 


and to hear what you hear, and have not 
heard it.” 


- The Good Samaritan -> 


“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up 
and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“He said to him, “What is written in the 
law? What is your reading of it?” 

"So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind,’* and ‘your neigh- 
bor as yourself.’ ”» 


s 17 





en ee LUKE 10:37 
And He said to him, “You have an- 
swered rightly; do this and you will live” 
"But he, wanting to justify himself, said 
to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
Then Jesus answered and said: “A cer- 
tain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half deadt 
Now by chance a certain priest came 
down that road. And when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side.t 22Likewise a 
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came 
and looked, and passed by on the other 
side: 3But a certain Samaritan, as he jour- 
neyed, came where he was. And when he 





saw him, he had compassion.t 4So he went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 


on oil and wine; and he set him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took 


| care of him.t 25On the next day, when he 


departed, he took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 
‘Take care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 
So which of these three do you think 
was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?” | 

37And he said, “He who showed mercy on 
him.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do like- 
wise.” 





10:20 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit rather. 

10:22 ®M-Text reads And turning to the disciples 
He said, “All... 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 
bLeviticus 19:18 10:35 °@NU-Text omits when he 
departed. | 





10:18 I saw Satan fall describes an event that took place before the creation of the world. Five times 
Satan set his will against God (Is 14:12-15; see also Rev 12:7-12). 
10:21 Babes: People of simple faith and open hearts (see 18:15-17). vay. | 
3:30 Jerusalem is the place of peace, symbolic of communion with God. Jericho, on the other hand, 
zas renowned as a place of sin (see 19:1). Falling among thieves speaks to the natural consequence of 
urneying away from God toward a life of sin (see Jn 10:10). 
‘31, 32 Titles ana positions are meaningless in God's sight when good deeds do not accompany _ 
| them: The dignity of the priesthood means nothing unless he also excels in deeds” (CyrAl). That the 
Priest and the Levite do not help the man also indicates the failure of the OT Law to heal the conse- 
dences of sin, | | $ 
'33 The Samaritan, while a despised foreigner, is an image p Christ (Jn 8:48), for He “came down 
om heaven” (Creed) save even those in rebellion against Him. x 
34, 35 a eee) to oil, and wine are sacramental images for (1) the garment of baptism, which | 
| “livers Us f if ae ds of sin; (2) the oil of chrismation, which gives us new life in the Holy Spirit; 
and (3) th ARNA open the divine Blood, which leads to eternal life. His own animal indicates Christ 
ring Bi ee Arlene body, and the inn reveals the Church in which Christ's care is received. He 
Pa } ) Dans Fs 
the price for that care (1Co 6:20; reese Da 


10:22.24 This passage is re ad for the commemoration of hieromartyrs. 
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=. Mary and Martha .= 

Now it happened as they went that He 
entered a certain village; and a certain 
woman named Martha welcomed Him into 
her house.t4 39And she had a sister called 
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’? feet and heard 
His word. “But Martha was distracted with 
much serving, and she approached Him 
and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sis- 
ter has left me to serve alone? Therefore 
tell her to help me.” si 

And Jesus answered and said to her, 






“Martha, Martha, you are worried and trou- | 


bled about many things. But one thing is 
needed, and Mary has chosenthat good part, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 


~ How to Pray > 

(Mt 6:9-13) | 
] Now it came to pass, as He was 
praying in a certain place, when, He 
ceased, that. one of His disciples, said to 
Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John. aiso 

taught his disciples.”* i 
2S0 He said to. them, “When you pray, 

Say: 


Our Father in heaven,? 

Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come.” 

Your will be done. 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

3Give us day by day our daily bread. 
4And forgive us our sins, 

For we also forgive everyone who is 

indebted to us. 

And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one.”4 


5And He said to them, “Which of you 
shall have a friend, and go to him at mid- 
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night and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me 
three loaves;t for a friend of mine has 
come to me on his journey, and I have 
nothing to set before him’; ‘and he will an- 
swer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble 
me; the door is how shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give 
to you’? 8I say to you, though he will not 
rise and give to him because he is his 
friend, yet because of his persistence he 
will rise and give him as many as he 
needs: | j 
«So I say to you, ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you.t For everyone 
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
Ufa son asks for bread@ from any father 
among you, will he give him a stone? Or if 
| he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent 
_instead of.a fish? '2Or if he asks for an egg, 
will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
i your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
| triose who ask Him!” 








< Jesus and the Devil => 
(Mt 12:22-24; MR 3:22) 
14And He was casting out a demon, and it 
was mute. So it was, when the demon had 
gone out, that the mute spoke; and the mul- 
| titudes marveled. “But some of them said, 





10:39 ®NU-Text reads the Lord’s. 10:41 «NU- 
Text reads the Lord. 11:2®NU-Text omits Our 
and in heaven. »NU-Text omits the rest of this 
verse, 11:48NU-Text omits But deliver us from 
-the evil one. 11:11 ®NU-Text omits the words 


| from bread through for in the next sentence. 








10:38-42 Mary and Martha are the sisters of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead (Jn 11:1). 
Martha is not rebuked for serving, but for complaining and for being distracted, worried, and troubled. 
in following Christ, we serve in order to facilitate the spread of the gospel (see Acts 6:1-4). 
11:1 Teach us to pray expresses a universal longing to be in communion with God. For notes on the 
Lord's Prayer, see Mt 6:9-13. | ti 
11:5-8 This parable demonstrates God's faithfulness to those who are in need and who pray with per- 
sistence (v. 8). The Fathers interpret midnight as both the time of our death and a time of great temp- 
tation. The friend is Christ, who, as our only source of grace, provides everything we need. 
11:9-13 In Greek, the verbs rendered ask, seek, and knock imply a continuing action and are better 
translated, "keep asking,” “keep seeking,” and “keep knocking.” God responds when we persistently 
ask for things that are good. Bread, fish, and an egg are all images of life and symbolize the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (see Jn 14:13, 14; Jam 4:3). | | jI 

= = = (1) -< = — 


10:38-42; 11:27, 28 This passage is read on the several feasts of the Virgin Mary, on September 8, 
October 1, November 21, the Friday after Pascha, and August 15. yt al sm init A 
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He casts out demons by. Beelzebub,® the 
ruler of the demons.”t 
-s, Spiritual Power, Spiritual War =. 
(Mt 12:24-32, 43-45; Mk 3:23-30) _ 


i6Others, testing Him, sought from Him a 
sign from heaven.t But He, knowing their 
thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom di- 
vided against itself is brought to. desola- 
tion, and a house divided against a house | 
falls. 'SIf Satan also is divided against him- 
self, how will his Kingdom stand? Because 
you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub. 
_ And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by 
whom do your sons. cast. them. out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 2°But if 
| cast out demons with the finger of God, 
surely the kingdom of God has come upon 
you.t When a strong man, fully armed. 
guards his own palace, his goods are in 
peace.t But when a stronger than he comes 
upon him and overcomes him, he takes from 
him all his armor in. which he trusted, and 


against Me, and he who does not gather 
| with Me scatters.? | | 
4“When an unclean spirit goes out.of.a 
man, he goes through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will re- 
lum to my house from which I came. 
“And when he comes, he finds it swept and 
Dut in order. 26Then he goes and takes with 
him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself; and they enter, and dwell there; 





ence to Satan (y. 18): 
11:20 Finger of God: the Holy Spirit (Mt 12:28). 


| Christ (see Jn 4:4). 


hy for Christ's sake bring fruit,” and 
"deeds that scatter abroad” (SerSar). 
| Par 
] xf Spirits or demons (JohnChr). 

i, i 7, 28 These verses are read on most f 
ike p POt by denouncing his mother, but 


| than „o they hear the word of God 
| 4, that, is translated “Yes indeed” 


| Peach 
My 1) 


Yrea 
Kg 


Ing, and (2) that Jonah comin 7 

40). In contrast to the Ninevites re 

ir Christ’s preaching and Resurrectio 
1~10, | 
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11:15 Beelzebub: A pagan god, derided by the Jews as “the Lord of the Flies." Here it is a direct refer- 


29. ? e fact that the rebellious Ninevites were willing to | 
32 The sign of Jonah is (1) i ait of the great fish prefigures Christ rising from the tomb 

pentance, the Jews’ failure to repent at something far 

n—will result in their judgment. Queen of the South: See | 


LUKE 11:32 


and the last state of that manis worse than 
the first.” 

“7And it happened, as He spoke these 
things, that. a certain woman from the 
crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 
“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the 
breasts which nursed You!”t | 

“6But He said, “More than that, blessed 








| are those who hear the word of God and 


keep it!” 


æ Spiritual Perception: A Sign > ; 
(Mt 12:38-42) 


«And while the crowds were thickly 
gathered together, He began to say, “This is 
an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of 
Jonah the prophet.t 3For as Jonah became 
a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of 
Man will be to this generation. *!The queen 
of the South will rise up in the judgment 
with the men of this generation and con- 


=, shah jen ; ~ | demn them, for she came from the ends of 
| divides his spoils. “He who is not.with Meis | fhe earth to hear 


the wisdom of Solomon: 
and indeed a greater than Solomon is here. 
2The men of Nineveh will rise up in the 
judgment with this generation and’ con- 
demn it, for they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah 
is here. | 


11:15 ®NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul. 
11:29 ®NU-Text omits the prophet. 


1:16 A sign is never given to those whose motive is merely to test God (see 4:9-12): 


11:21, 22 The strong man is Satan, who holds sway over the fallen human race, while the stronger is 


1:23 It is th k of Christ to gather the children of God, while those who scatter are in direct oppo- 

| Sition to A EERI ee work a opposition to Christ are different from those who work in good faith 
toward His purpose but are not yet united to the Church (see 9:46-50 and note). Only “good deeds 

thus deeds done for any other purpose, “even if they are good, 


i| 


24-26 The uncle irit refers to the rebelliousness cast out of the Jews by the OT prophets to pre- 
€ them Sen Christ. Those who refuse to receive Him are left open to the wickedness of seven 


easts of the Virgin Mary. Jesus corrects the woman from the 
by emphasizing her faith. People are blessed in God's eyes if, 
and keep it. The Greek word menounge, here rendered more 

in Rom 10:18. This word corrects by amplifying, not by negating. 


repent at Jonah‘s 


LUKE 11:33 mit __ 1390 





“A. Spiritual Perception A Light to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the 
See By m burdens with one of your fingers. “Woe to 

°3“No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it | you! For you build the tombs of the 
in a secret place or under a basket, but on | prophets, and your fathers killed them.“ 
a lampstand, that those who come in may | “In fact, you bear witness that you approve 
see the light.t 34The lamp of the body is the | the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed 
eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your | killed them, and you build their tombs. 
whole body also is full of light. But when | “Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I 
your eye is bad, your body also is full of | will send them prophets and apostles, and 
darkness.t Therefore take heed that the | some of them they will kill and persecute,’ 
light which is in you is not darkness. “If | that the blood of all the prophets which 
then your whole body is full of light, having | was shed from the foundation of the world 
no part dark, the whole body will be full of | may be required of this generation, ®'from 
light, as when the bright shining of a lamp | the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah 


gives you light.” who perished between the altar and the 
| MTS. i temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required 
=. The Pride of the Pharisees =~ of this generation.t 


37And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee 524\Woe to you lawyers! For you have 
asked Him to dine with him. So He went in | taken away the key of knowledge. You did 
and sat down to eat. “*When the Pharisee | not enter in yourselves, and those who 
saw it, he marveled that He had not first | were entering in you hindered.” 
washed before dinner. | 53And as He said these things to them,? 

Then the Lord said to him, “Now you | the scribes and the Pharisees began to as- 
Pharisees make the outside of the cup an 'd | sail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine 
dish clean, but. your inward part is fuil. oi | Him about many things, “lying in wait for 
greed and wickedness.' *°Foolish ones! Did | Him, and seeking to catch Him in some- 
not He who made the outside make the in- | thing He might say, that they might accuse 
side also? +!But rather give alms af such | Himna 
things as you have; then indeed. all things 
are clean to you. 

42“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe 
mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and 
pass by justice and the love of God. These 
you ought to have done, without leaving the 
others undone. *°Woe to you Pharisees! For 
you love the best seats in the synagogues | 
and greetings in the marketplaces. 4#Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you are like graves which are not seen, and 
the men who walk over them are not aware 
of them.” 

4Then one of the lawyers answered and 
said to Him, “Teacher, by Saying these 
things You reproach us also.” 

46And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! 
For you load men with burdens hard to 


—- 
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- ~ Against Hypocrisy 7- 
| In the meantime, when an innumer- 

‘ able multitude of people had gath- 
ered together, so that they trampled one 
another, He began to say to His disciples 
first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.“ 2For there 
is nothing covered that will not be revealed, 
nor hidden that will not be known. 
3’Therefore whatever you have spoken in 
the dark will be heard in the light, and what 
you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms 
will be proclaimed on the housetops. 


11:44 4NU-Text omits scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites. -11:53 :NU-Text reads And when 
He left there. 11:5448NU-Text omits and seek- 
ing and that they might accuse Him. 





11:33 See note at Mt 5:13-16. 

11:34-36 See note at Mt 6:22, 23. 

11:39-52 See notes at Mt 23:13-24. Woe: A term indicating complete and devastating destruction 
(6:24-26; see Is 5:18-24; Am 5:18, 19; Rev 12:12). 

11:51 Zechariah: Some of the Fathers teach this was the prophet at the time of Joash the king 

(2Ch 24:20-22), while others say it refers to the father of St. John the Raap who, according to tradi- 


tion, was also murdered in the temple. 
>~({l)~ 


11:47-54 This passage is read on days commemorating holy prophets. 
12:1-12 This passage is read on days commemorating a holy martyr. 











“And I say to you, My friends, do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do. 5But I 
will show you whom you should fear: Fear 
yim who, after He has killed, has power to 
cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!t 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two cop- 


per coins?* And not one of them is forgot- | 


‘en before God. “But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Do not fear there- 
fore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 

“Also I say to you, whoever. confesses 


\| Me before men, him the Son of Man also 


will confess before the angels of God. 9But 
= he who denies Me before men will be de- 
nied before the angels of God. 

“And anyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven 
him; but to him who blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.t 

“Now when. they bring you to the syna- 


gogues and magistrates and authorities, do 


not worry about how or what you should 
answer, or what you should say. For the 


Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour | 


what you ought to say.” 


-™. Against Greed and Anxiety > 
“Then one from the crowd said to Him, 
‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in- 
heritance with me.”t | 
“But He said to him, “Man, who made Me 
4 Judge or an arbitrator over you?” And 
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LUKE [2:26 





He said to them, “Take heed and beware of 
-covetousness,® for one’s life does not con- 


sist in the abundance of the things he pos- 
sesses.” 

'6Then He spoke a parable to them, say- 
ing: “The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded plentifully. 7 And he thought within 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I 
have no room to store my crops?’ '8So he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build greater, and there I will 
store all my crops and my goods. !%And I 
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years; take your 
ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 2°But God 
said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will 
be required of you; then whose will those 
things be which you have provided?’t 

21“So is he who lays up treasure for him- 
self, and is not rich toward God.” 

22Then He said to His disciples, 
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about 
your life; what you will eat; nor about the 
body, what you will put on.t 22Life is more 
than food, and the body is more than cloth- 
ing. 2#Consider the ravens, for they neither 
sow nor reap, which have neither store- 
house nor barn; and God feeds them. Of 
how much more value are you than the 
birds? And which of you by worrying can 
add one cubit to his stature? 2*If you then 


12:6 "Greek assarion, a coin of very small value 
12:15 ®NU-Text reads all covetousness. 


| 12:5 Whom you should fear refers to God (Pr 9:10). The body will die eventually, one way or another. 


| Of 








st, Ambrose even states that the death of the body is not itself a punishment, but rather it marks the 
"nd of earthly punishments. The soul continues for all eternity; since God is the judge of the soul, our 
“Horts in this world are to please Him alone. 
12:10 To say a word against the Son of Man is to reject Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus seemed to be a 
mere man to many people before their conversion. The scandal caused by the Incarnation and Crucifix- 
On of the Son of God (1Co 1:23) makes this sin more easily forgiven. The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, 
5 Without bodily form and invisibly works divine goodness. According to St. John Chrysostom and many 
, -! Fathers, the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would be forgivable if a person were to repent of 
-esus never calls the sin itself “unforgivable,” Jesus makes this declaration knowing that those who 
ho Pheme the Spirit are calling pure, divine goodness “evil,” and are beyond repentance by their own 
Ice, : 
13-15 It was a custom for respected rabbis to arbitrate personal disputes. However, a dispute over 
a heritance is detrimental to salvation. This greed is pure idolatry (Col 3:5) and unfitting for anyone 
0 knows God. Notice how incompatible this question is with what the Lord had just finished saying. 
4-9 Whose will those things be which you have provided? is the key to understanding the saving up 
ach terial goods. St. John Chrysostom writes that the only barns we need we already have: “the stom- 
: the Of the poor.” St. Basil the Great taught that the bread in our cupboard belongs to the hungry man; 
One oat hanging unused belongs to the one who needs it; the shoes rotting in our closet belong to the 
Whi Who has no shoes: and the money we hoard belongs to the poor. St. Ambrose teaches, “The things 
ch We cannot take with us are not ours. Only virtue will be our companion when we die.” Even 
i oN Joseph stored up grain in Egypt (Gn 41), it was for the benefit of the whole nation. These teach- 


lv PPly to parishes as well as to each person. 
“531 See notes on Mt 6:25-33. 
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are not able to do the least, why are you | come in athe third watch i find ‘hens SO, 
anxious for the rest? 27Consider the lilies, | blessed are those servants.t “But know 
how they: grow: they neither toil nor spin; | this, that if the master of the house had 
and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his | known what hour the thief would come, he 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28If | would have watched and? not allowed his 
then God so clothes the grass, which today | house to be broken into. Therefore you 
is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into | also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
the oven, how much more will He clothe | at an hour you do not expect.”t 
you, O you of little faith? 41Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You 
22*And do not seek what you should eat | speak this parable only to us, or toall peo- 
or what you should drink, nor have an anx- | ple?’t 
ious mind. “"For all these things the nations 42And the Lord said, “Who then is that 
of the world seek after, and your Father | faithful and wise steward, whom his master 
knows that you need. these: things. 3!But | will make ruler over his household, to give 
seek the kingdom of God, and all these | them their portion of food in due season? 
things? shall be added to you. 43Blessed is that servant whom his master 
32“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your | will find so doing when he comes. “Truly, I 
Father's good pleasure to give you the: king: | say to you that he will make him ruler over 
dom. %3Sell what you have and give aims; | all that he has. But if that servant says in 
provide yourselves money bags which do | his heart. ‘My master is delaying his com- 
not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that | jing’ and begins to beat the male and fe- 
does not fail, where no thief approaches | male servants, and to eat and drink and be 
nor moth destroys. *4For where your trea- | drink. “the master of that servant will 
sure is, there your heart will be also. come on a day when he is not looking for 
him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
and will cut him in two and appoint him his 
portion with the unbelievers. “And that 
servant who knew his master’s will, and 
did not prepare himself or do according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes:* 
43But he who did not know, yet committed 
things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten 
with few. For everyone to whom much is 


æ. Against Laziness and Forgetfulness => 

35“Tet your waist be. girded.and, your 
lamps burning;t 26and you yourselves, be | 
like men who wait for their master, when 
he will return from the wedding, that when 
he comes and knocks they may open to him 
immediately. °’Blessed are those servants 
whom the master, when he comes, will find 
watching. Assuredly, | say to you that he 
will gird himself and have them sit down to 
eat, and will come and serve themit 38And 
if he should come in the second watch, or 


SS 


| 12:31 aNU-Text reads His kingdom, and.these 
things, 12:39 ®NU-Text reads he would not 
have allowed. 








12:32 Do not fear is a recurring theme in this discourse, Little flock refers to all believers. They are little 
in two ways: (1) they are insignificant in the eyes of the world, and (2) they are small in number when ` 
compared to the earthly and heavenly creation. 

12:35, 36 A call to be vigilant, echoing the imagery of the parable of the wise and foolish virgins 
(Mt 25:1-13). Your waist be girded: Be ready for virtuous action. Lamps burning: Have spiritual dis- 
cernment. 

12:37-48 See also Mt 24:45-51. The mark of a true disciple i is vigilance i in performing the work and ex- 
emplifying the virtue of the master. | 
12:38 Second and third watch is between 9:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m., interpreted as hours of heightened 
temptation. Thus, the servants are most blessed who remain faithful during the night. 

12:40 It is not the place of anyone to try to predict the time of the return of the Son of Man, but | 
rather to remain faithful and to be ready at every hour, _ 
12:41 The previous parable (vv. 35-40) is to all people, while the following parable (vv. 42-48) is to the 
apostles and their successors, the rulers (v, 42) and teachers of the Church. The exhortations to principles of 
virtue and the warnings against corruption apply specifically to those entrusted with spiritual leadership. 
12:47, 48 The judgment of the teachers of the Church will be strict Jam 3:1). The many stripes given to 
those who are willfully and knowingly disobedient symbolize condemnation. The few stripes are et 
those disobedient out of ignorance and indicate chastisement or correction. POL 11S: 

~ (I ]~ 


12:32-40 This passage is read on days commemorating a priest martyr. 
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give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all; 


_ her mother-in-law.”t | 


` west, immediately ‘you say; ‘A’ shower is 


| hot weather’; and there is. 5*Hypocrites! | 


| Yu not judge what is right? **When you go 











given: from him much will be required: and 
„whom much has been committed, of him 
they will ask the more, |. | 


s Against Lack of Discernment >. 

“| came to send fire on the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled!t 50But 
[have a baptism to be baptized with, and 
how distressed I am till it is accom- 
plished!* °'Do you suppose that I came to 


but rather division.t °2For from now on five 
in one house will be divided: three against 
two, and two against three. °Father will be 
divided against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 


*Then He also said to the multitudes, | 
“Whenever you seg a cioud rising out of the 


coming’; and so it is: And when you see 
the south wind bicw, you say, ‘There will be 


You can discern the face of the sky and of | 
the earth, but how is if you do not discern 
this time?t Gxt 

Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do 


with your adversary to. the magistrate, 
Make every effort along the way to settle 








| 12:49 Fire references the proclamation of the gospel 


ivens the faithful and judges the faithless; it purifies 


12:50 Baptism refers to Christ's Passion (see note at Mt 20:20-23). . 


— 593 


ground?” 8But he answered and said to him, 
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with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the 


judge deliver you to the officer, and the of- 
ficer throw you into prison.t 59] tell you, you 
shall not depart from there till you have 
paid the very last mite.” 


~ What Happens to the Unrepentant .~. 


if There were present at that season 

some who told Him about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices:t2And Jesus answered 
and said to them, “Do you suppose that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than 
all other Galileans, because they suffered 
such things? 3I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all- likewise perish. 4Or 
those eighteen on whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed them, do you think 
that they were worse sinners than all other 
men who dwelt in Jerusalem? °I tell you, 
no; but unless you repent you will all like- 


wise perish.” 


. The Critical Time of Repentance 77 


‘He also spoke this parable: “A certain 
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came seeking fruit on it and found 
none.t 7Then he said to the keeper of his 
vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find 
none. Cut it down; why does it use up. the 





and the gift of the Holy Spirit. This fire both en- 
virtue and destroys sin (see 3:16; 1Co 3:12-15). 


12:51 There are two kinds of peace. False peace, to which Christ refers here, is a shallow harmony that 
results from ignoring issues of truth. Genuine peace is reconciliation to God through faith in Christ.and 
‘urrender to truth. Genuine peace has division as a byproduct because not everyone wants truth. In the 
alen world, divisions are necessary for truth to be manifest (see 1Co 11:18, 19). 


e 


co 


12:53 This fulfills the prophecy of Mic 7:6. In addition to its literal meaning, which has been ~ pii 
*Perienced in the Church since the time of Christ, the older generation being divided from the = ~ 
unger generation also symbolizes (1) the rejection of the new covenant by followers of the old ~ 

venant, and (2) the spiritual struggle between our old, sinful state and our renewal in Christ (see 

‘th 4:20-24) qe i TEN 


i 


| (56 This time: The revelation of the Kingdom of God in the first coming of Jesus Christ. ~ 


98 Just as a guilty person would attempt to reconcile with his opponent before facing an earthly 
lud e, even Ra pum tt one be reconciled to God in Christ before facing His dread judgment. 


ie, These two historical incidents (vv. 1, 4) 


e 
Christ d 
Who 
Vea 
lect 
‘elf 


the fruitless fig tree is universally interpreted 


b are only reported in Luke. The slain Galileans were prob- 
th Zealots, Jewish nationalists, who triggered some disturbance etn ye Romans. The seler of 
wer in Siloam, whether by accident or sabotage, was believed to be ivine justice on sinners, ` 

denies this suffering was God’s judgment; instead, He uses these events as illustrations for those 
tae "ISh because they will not repent. | J 


in the Church to be fallen humanity. The three 


represent Gad'e co ts with His people through Abraham, Moses, and Christ, all of which are 
ed, as Velle 1E ITER al earthly ministry of Christ. The keeper of the vineyard is Christ Him- `> 


fore hp Intercedes on our behalf that He should suffer tils Passion and send the Holy Spirit to us be- i 


e final judgment takes place. ELi 
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‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9And if it bears 
fruit, well. But if not, after that® you can cut 
it down.’ ” 


~ A Woman Healed on the Sabbath 7- 
Now He was teaching in one of the syn- 


agogues on the Sabbath. !lAnd behold, 


there was a woman who had a:spirit of in- 
firmity eighteen years, and was bent over 
and could in no way raise herself up. !2But 
when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him 
and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed 
from your infirmity.” And He laid His 
hands on her, and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God. 

l4But the ruler of the synagogue an- 
swered with indignation, because Jesus 
had healed on the Sabbath; ana he said to 
the crowd, “There are six days on. which 
men ought to work; therefore come and be 
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became a large? tree, and the birds of the 
air nested in its branches.”t 

20And again He said, “To what shall | 
liken the kingdom of God? 2!It is like 


| leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
| three measures? of meal till it was all leav- 


ened.” 


a Strive to Be Saved -=> 

22And He went through the cities and vil- 
lages, teaching, and journeying toward Je- 
rusalem. 22Then one said to Him, “Lord, are 
there few who are saved?” 

And He said to them, 24“Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate, for many, I say 
to you, will seek to enter and will not be 


-able.t 25When once the Master of the house 
-has risen up and shut the door, and you 


begin to stand outside and knock at the 
door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us, and 
He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not 


healed on them, and not on the Sabbath | know you, where you are from,’t 2then you 


day.” 

lSThe Lord then answered him and said, 
“Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on 
the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from 
the stall, and lead it away to water it? 16So 
ought not this woman, being a. daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think 
of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from 


this bond on the Sabbath?”t '7And when He | 


said these things, all His adversaries were 
put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that were done by 
Him. 


=. Parables of the Kingdom .= 
(Mt 13:31, 32; Mk 4:30-32) 


'8Then He said, “What is the kingdom of 


God like? And to what shall I compare it? 
I9Jt is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and put in his garden; and it grew and 


will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your 
presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 
But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know 
you, where you are from. Depart from Me, 
all you workers of iniquity. 28There will be 


weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you 


see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and 
yourselves thrust out. 27They will come 
from the east and the west, from the north 
and the south, and sit down in the kingdom 
of God. 2°*And indeed there are last who 
va PE first, and there are first who will be 
ast,” 


13:9®NU-Text reads And if it bears fruit after 
that, well. But if not, you can cut it down. 
13:15 ®NU-Text and M-Text read Hypocrites. 
13:19 ®*NU-Text omits large. - 13:214Greek sata, 
approximately two pecks in all 





13:10-17 Healing on the Sabbath: See note at 6:7, 


13:16 Think of it: The Fathers see this command as directing us to a spiritual meaning for the eighteen - 
years. As the Greek expression is literally translated “ten and eight years,” both St. Ambrose and Theo- 
phylact see ten as representing the Ten Commandments and eight as representing grace, for the day of 
Resurrection is often called the “eighth day.” Thus humanity is lifted up by faith in Christ, who fulfills _ 


both law and grace. 


13:19 The mustard plant grows to a height of about 10 feet in Palestine (see note at Mt 13:31-33). 


13:24 See note on Mt 7:13, 14. 


13:25-27 Neither verbal confessions (Lord, Lord; v. 25) nor sacramental experiences (v. 26) avail 
anything unless we also do the works of faith (see 6:46-49). 

13:30 Theophylact sees the first who becomes last as not only faithless Jews, but those in the Church - 
who “from infancy have put on Christ and have been taught the Word, but who become last by trans- 


gressing against it.” 
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13:10-17 This passage is read on December 9, the Feast of the Conception of the Theotokos. 
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_o, Jesus Presses on Toward Jerusalem sm 

Qn that very dayè some Pharisees 
came, Saying to Him, “Get out and depart 
fom here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 

And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, 
Behold, I cast out demons and perform 
cures today and tomorrow, and the third 
day I shall be perfected.’t *3Nevertheless I 
must journey today, tomorrow, and the day 
following; for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish outside of Jerusalem. 





wO Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who. 


kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, as.a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings; but you were 
not willing! “°See! Your house is left to you 
desolate; and assuredly,4 I say to you, you 
shall not see Me until the time comes when 
you say, ‘Blessed is Hie who-comes in the 
name of the LORD!’ ”» 


~. A Man Healed on the Sabbath => 

] Now it hapnened, as He went into 
the house of one of the rulers of the 
Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that 
they watched Him closely.t 2And behold, 
there was a certain man before, Him who 
had dropsy. 3And Jesus, answering, spoke 
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” | 
‘But they kept silent. And He took him 
and healed him, and let him go. Then. He 


| answered them, saying, “Which of you, 
| having a donkey or an ox that has fallen 
| ‘nto a pit, will not immediately pull him out 


on the Sabbath day?” ®And they could not 
answer Him regarding these things. 


= Be Lowly > 


iG ‘So He told a parable to those who were 


“Vited, when He noted how they chose the 


| 


list Palm Sunday. 
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13:32-35 This passage shows (1) Christ voluntarily going to His Passion, (2) His great love for Jerusalem 
"Spite of its continual state of rebellion, and (3) His foreknowledge of how He will be received on the 
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best places, saying to them:t *“When you 
are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, 


do not sit down in the best place, lest one 
more honorable than you be invited by 


him; and he who invited you and him 
come and say to you, ‘Give place to this 
man, and then you begin with shame to 
take the lowest place. !°But when you are 
invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, 


so that when he who invited you comes he 


may Say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher. Then 
you will have glory in the presence of those 
who sit at the table with you. !!For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 


<> Be Hospitable to the Lowly -> 

Then He also said to him who invited 
Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, 
do not ask your friends, your brothers, your 
relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you back, and you be repaid.t But 
when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind. '4And you will 
be blessed, because they cannot repay you; 
for you shall be repaid at the resurrection 
of the just.” 


æ Worldly Entanglements, Poor 
Excuses 7- 
(Mt 22:1-14) 

'SNow when one of those who sat at the 
table with Him heard these things, he said 
to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread? 
in the kingdom of God!”t 

l6Then- He said to him, “A certain man 
gave a great supper and invited many,t® 


13:31 *NU-Text reads In that very hour. 


13:35 *NU-Text and M-Text omit assuredly. 


bPsalm 117:26 14:3 °NU-Text adds or not. 
14:5 ®NU-Text and M-Text read son. 
14:15 *M-Text reads dinner. 





416 On the Sabbath: See note at 6:7. Jesus’ illustration builds on His words in 13:15. 
14:7-17 These parables are directed toward guests (vv. 7-11) and hosts (w. 12-14). In imitation of 
ist, perfect humility is expected of guests, and boundless charity is demanded of hosts (see Jam 4:6). 


Oyl 
14:15 
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12-14 This instruction is based on the manner in which God treats us, even though not one of us 

d possibly repay Him (see 6:30-36). You shall be repaid; See 10:34, 35. } 

This man unwittingly declares the ultimate beatitude, The truth behind his words can come only 
h Understanding the bread to be eternal communion with God. | | 

| Who f 17 This parable operates on two levels, illustrating both the first and second coming of Christ, 


Viteg 5 the servant sent to gather many. Supper indicates evening, the end of the age. The people in- 
“are | 


first the Jews, then all mankind. 
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Ap '6-24 This passa 


estors of Christ. 





ge is read on the second Sunday before Christmas, called the Sunday of the Holy 


LUKE [4:17 





to those who were invited, ‘Come, forall 
things are now ready.’ !8But they all with 
one accord began to make excuses. The 
first said to him, ‘Ihave bought a piece of 
ground, and I must go and see it. I'ask' you 
to have me excused,’t !9And ‘another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to test them. I ask you to have me ex- 
cused.’ 29Still another said, ‘I have married 
a wife, and therefore I cannot come,’ 2!So 
that servant came and reported these 
things to his master. Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and. bring in here the poor and the 
maimed and the lame and the blind’t 
“¢And the servant said, ‘Master, itis done as 
you commanded, and still there is room,’ 
23Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come iñ, that my house 
may be filled. **For I say to you that none of 
those men who were invited shall taste my 


, 5 


supper. 


= The Cost of Discipleship <= 

Now. great multitudes went, with Him. 
And He turned and said to them,“ 26“}f any- 
One comes to Me and does not hate his fa- 
ther and mother, wife and children, broth- 
ers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he 
cannot be My disciple.t 27And. whoever 
does not bear his cross and come after Me 


1396 


“and sent his servant at supper time to Say | cannot be My disciple.t 24For which of you. 
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intending to build a tower, does not sit 
down first and count the cost, whether he 
has enough to finish it—t 2%lest, after he has 
laid the foundation, and is not able to fin- 
ish, all who see it begin to mock him, #°say- 
ing, ‘This man began to build and was not 
able to finish’? 21Or what) king, going to 
make war against another king, does not 
sit down first and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? 
320r else, while the other is still a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks condi- 
tions of peace. #3So likewise, whoever of 
you does not forsake all that he has cannot 
be My disciple. 

34“Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its 
flavor, how shall it be seasoned?t “5It is nei- 
ther fit forthe land nor for the dunghill, but 
men throw it out. He who has ears to hear. 
let him hear!” 


= The Lost Sheep > 
(Mt 18:10-14) 

"Then all the tax collectors and the 

Sinners drew near to Him to hear 
Him. 2And the Pharisees and scribes com- 
plained, saying, “This Man receives sinners 
and eats with them.”t 3So He spoke this 
parable to them, saying: 

“What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and 





14:18-20 The Fathers see the three excuses as having both a literal meaning, that many are too 
attached to worldly cares to accept the Kingdom of God (v. 26: 18:29), and spiritual meanings. St. Am- 
brose sees the three excuses of | cannot come representing the Gentile, the Jew, and the heretic. The 
Gentile’s devotion to earthly wealth is represented by the piece of ground, the Jew's enslavement to 
the five books of the Law by the five yoke of oxen, and the heretic’s espousal of error by the man re- 
fusing on account of his wife. Theophylact more generally associates the excuses with people devoted 
to earthly matters, to things pertaining to the five senses, and to all pleasures of the flesh. 
14:21-23 Those in the streets and lanes indicate (1) the Gentiles who accepted Christ after the faithless 
Jews rejected Him, and (2) those outside the Church replacing those within who have rejected their 


own baptism. 


14:26 The command to hate one's kindred and his own life also is not to be taken literally. Rather we 
are to hate the way our relationships with others can hinder our total dedication to the Kingdom of 


God, which takes precedence even over family ties. 
14:27 See note on 9:23. 

14:28 Build a tower: See 1Co 3:10-15, 

14:34 Salt: See note at Mt 5:13-16, 


15:2-12 Fellowship with sinners defiled pious Jews, The three parables in this chapter are Christ's an- 
swer to the Pharisees and scribes. The man (v. 4), the woman (v. 8), and the father (v. 12) are seen as 
representing Christ, the Church, and God the Father, “Christ carries the sinner, the Church seeks and 


intercedes, and the Father receives” (AmbM). 
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14:25-35 This passage is read for the commemoration of hieromartyrs. 
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will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 


who repents than over ninety-nine just per- 
sons who need no repentance. | 


æ The Lost Coin 
Or what woman, having ten silver 


coins,4 if she loses one coin, does not light 
alamp, sweep the house, and search care- 


fully until she finds it?+ 9And when she has 
| found it, she calls her friends ‘and neigh- 


bors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for 


| I have found the piece which I lost! 


| “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the 


presence of the angeis of God over one sin- 


| ner who repents.” 








=. The Prodigal Son.= 
"Then He said: “A certain man ‘had two 
sons. 12And the younger of them Said to 


` his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of 


goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to 
them his livelihood.t !3And not many days 


_ after, the younger son gathered all to- 


gether, journeyed to a far country, and 
there wasted his possessions with prodigal 
living. “But when he had spent all, there 





began to be in want. “Then he went and 
joined himself to a citizen of that country, 
and he sent him into his fields to feed 
swine.t !6And he would gladly have filled 


his stomach with the pods that the swine 


ate, and no one gave him anything. 
'7“But when he came to himself, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired servants 


| have bread enough and to spare, and I per- 


— : oe 


ish with hunger!t !8] will arise and go to my 
father, and will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you, 
and I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Make me like one of your hired 
servants,.”’” ` it , ae 

20“And he arose and came to his father. 
But when he was still a. great way off, his 
father saw him and -had compassion, and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.t 
“1And the-son said to, him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against. heaven and in your sight, 
and am. no longer worthy to_be called your 
son.’ 

22“But the father said to his, servants, 


| ‘Bring? out the best robe and put it on him, 


and put a-ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet.t And bring the fatted calf here 


15:8 Greek drachma, a valuable coin often 
worn in a ten-piece garland by married women. 
15:22 8NU-Text reads Quickly bring. 


15:4 In the Fathers’ spiritual interpretation, the hundred sheep represent all rational creation. The one. 
sheep who goes astray symbolizes mankind, while the ninety-nine represent the angelic realm (see also 


note on Mt 18:12). 


f the Church (Eph 5:32). The lost coin (Gr. 
mankind who, though bearing t 
“1s the world, 


15:8 Ten silver coins comprise a single necklace worn by a married woman, a bride, which is an image 
drachma), which carried the image of the king, symbolizes 
he. image of God, fell from grace. Through the Church, Christ enlight- 


sweeps away sin, and finds His lost creation. 


5:12-14 The son's request for his portion of goods (Gr. ousia, lit. “essence") indicates man receiving 


s H Came to himself: A person im 
an realizes his hopeless condition, T 
the Eucharist, 

me Though it was considered unse 
los vely stand by waiting for his son 
15. Ndicates the way in which our Fat 
vig The significance of the robe is right 
“Atity (Hag 2:23), and the sandals refer to 


z= 


(Ara 
iy 1-32 This passage is read. on t 


: i free will and his rational mind from God. As Adam did in Eden, tr 3 
5 to rebel against his father. The far country represents’ life in exile from God. 
: 15:15 Feeding swine could rightly be called “Jewish Skid Row.” He could not'sink much lower. — 
mersed in sin is living outside his true self (Rom 7:17-20). The prodi- 
he bread symbolizes Christ, who is known through the Scriptures 


in Eden, the younger son uses these posses- 


emly in Jewish culture for an old man to run, the father did not 
to return. He ran to him. This self-humiliation for the sake of the 
ther, through Christ's sacrifice, actively seeks those who stray. 
hteousness granted by baptism (Is 61:10), the signet ring is fam- 
o walking according to the gospel (Eph 6:15), 
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he third Sunday before Great Lent, called the Sunday of the Prodigal 
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and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;t 
“4for this my son was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’ And they 
began to be merry. 

20“Now his older son was in the field. And 
as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing.t 26So he called 
one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and because he has re- 


ceived him safe and sound, your father has | 


killed the fatted calf. 

28“But he was angry and would not go in. 
Therefore his father came out and pleaded 
with him. 29So he answered and said to his 
father, ‘Lo, these many years | have been 
serving you; | never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I might 
make merry with my friends.t 2°But as soon 
as this son of yours came, who has de- 
voured your livelihood with harlots, you 
killed the fatted calf for him.’ 

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are al- 
ways with me, and all that I have is yours. 
32]t was right that we should make merry 
and be glad, for your brother was dead and 


is alive again, and was lost and is found,’ ” 
] He also said to His disciples: “There 
was a certain rich man who hada 


steward, and an accusation was brought to 
him that this man was wasting his goods.t 


s. The Unjust Steward = 


n = 


[598 


4So he called him and said to him, ‘What is 
this | hear about you? Give an account of 
your stewardship, for you can no longer be 
steward. 

“Then the steward said within himself, 
‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the 
stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I 
am ashamed to beg. 4l have resolved what to 
do, that when I am put out of the steward- 
ship, they may receive me into their houses.’ 

5“So he called every one of his master’s 
debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ And he said, 
‘A hundred measures? of oil.’ So he said to 
him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly 
and write fifty. "Then he said to another, 
‘And how much do you owe?’ So he said, ‘A 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said 
to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty. 8S0 
the master commended the unjust steward 
because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons 
of this world are more shrewd in their gen- 
eration than the sons of light. 

“And I say to you, make friends for your- 
selves by unrighteous mammon, that when 
you fail, they may receive you into an 
everlasting home. He who is faithful in 
what is least is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unjust in what is least is unjust 


also in much.t '!Therefore if you have not 


16:6 Greek batos, eight or nine gallons each 
(Old Testament bath) 16:7 Greek koros, ten or 
twelve bushels each (Old Testament kor) 

16:9 ®NU-Text reads it fails. 


15:23 Fatted calf is more closely translated “wheat-fed bull-calf," or even more literally “a bull-calf 
formed from wheat.” This animal is a male calf raised on wheat in preparation for use as a religious 
offering. As the reconciliation of the prodigal son was not complete without the sacrifice of the calf, so 
man's reconciliation to God is not by his repentance alone, but by Christ offering Himself on the Cross. 
The festive dining on an animal offering “formed from wheat” is a clear reference to our partaking of 


the eucharistic bread (see also note at Mt 22:4). 


15:25-28 The resentful older son illustrates the hardheartedness of the Pharisees to whom Christ was 
telling this parable (vv. 2, 3). God requires His followers to rejoice when even the most blamable man is 


called to repentance (CyrA\). 


15:29 | never transgressed your commandment at any time: The failure of the older son to recognize 
his own sins leads to his self-righteous and merciless attitude. Contrast this with the contrition of the 
younger son (w. 18, 19). “The one who seems to himself to be righteous, who does not see the beam in 
his own eye, becomes angry when forgiveness is granted to one who confesses his sin and begs for 
mercy” (AmbM). The older son’s ingratitude is also apparent in his charge you never gave me a young 
goat to his father, who has given him all he has (v. 31). | 
16:1-9 A steward is responsible for managing his master's property and looking after the welfare of his 
servants. The point of this parable is that the unrighteous are better at using money to make friends in 
the world than believers are at using money to make friends for the Kingdom of God—which is accom- 
plished by spending it on the needy. At death (when you fail) the needy will welcome their benefactors 


into the everlasting home (v. 9). 


16:10-12 The test as to whether God will bestow heavenly blessings (true riches) 


on a person is directly 


related to how that person spends his money. The money we consider our own is actually another 
man’s, that is, belonging to God, or at least to the poor, The Fathers universally see a person's failure to 
give money to God's work as stealing: “nothing less than embezzlement of money belonging to some- 


one else” (Theoph). 
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peen faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true 


riches? ?And if you have not been faithful | 


in what is another man’s, who will give you 
what is your Own? 

“No servant Can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” 


| æ Press for the Kingdom .= 


Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, also heard all these things, and they 


wu ————$<$= — 


| are those who justify yourselves before 
` men, but God knows your hearts. For what 
| _ishighly esteemed among men is an abom- 
ination in the sight of God.t 

“The law and the prophets were until 
John. Since that time the kingdom of God 
has been preached, and everyone is press- 
ing into it. '7And it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one tittle of the 
law to fail.t 
“Whoever divorces his wife and mar- 
ries another commits adultery; and who- 
‘ver marries her who is divorced from her 
husband commits adultery.t 


æ. The Rich Man and Lazarus = 


“There was a certain rich man who was 
‘lothed in purple and fine linen and fared 


6:17 See note at Mt 5:18. 
6:18 See note at Mt 5:31, 32. 


Hat he js ultimately forgotten (see Ps 9:6). 
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Ut avail nothing (contrast Jam 5:16). 
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derided Him. And He said to them, “You | At 
mented in this flame.’t 25But Abraham said, 


‘umptuously every day. 2°But there was a | 


16: ' Calls out from Hades and converses with Saint Abraham! | i | 
7-31 Some Fathers see this parable being set after the final judgment, citing the punishment and 

being received by the two men respectively. Others see this parable set at a time after death but 
© the second coming of Christ, as evidenced by the man interceding on behalf of his brothers who 
i living. The torment he is experiencing would be but a foretaste of his final state. From this per- 
Ve, we learn that souls of the departed have awareness of and concern for the state of those still 

"targ, p carth (see 9:30, 31; 2Mc 15:12-16; Mt 2:18), but also that the intercessions of a wicked man are 


LUKE 16:30 


certain: beggar named Lazarus, full of 
sores, who was laid at his gate, 2!desiring to 
be fed with the crumbs which fella from the 
rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 22So it was that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also 
died and was buried.t 23And being in tor- 
ments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 

24°Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abra- 
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
that. he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am tor- 


‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things; but now he is com- 
forted and you are tormented. 26And be- 
sides all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed, so that those who want to 
pass from here to you cannot, nor can those 
from. there pass to us.’. 

27“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, fa- 
ther, that you would send him to my fa- 
ther’s house,' 28for I have five brothers, 
that he may testify to them, lest they also 


come to this place of torment, 22Abraham 


said to him, ‘They have Moses. and the 


prophets; let them hear them.’ 2°And he 


said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes 
to them from the dead, they will repent. 





16:21 4NU-Text reads with what fell. 


16:15 The things which are highly esteemed among men include money, power, position, and praise. 


16:22 Abraham's bosom means heaven. Abraham is mentioned among all the righteous because, in 

“IK Contrast to the rich man, Abraham showed hospitality to strangers (Gn 18:1-8). The rich man... 
às buried: The Fathers see this as illustrating the state of his merciless soul, buried by the pleasures of 
e flesh. He was already buried in life by “couches, rugs, furnishings, sweet oils, perfumes, large quan- 
lies of wine, varieties of food, and flatterers” (JohnChr), That the rich man remains unnamed indicates 


“4-26 The rich man’s appeal to Abraham as a spiritual father is not rejected. Rather, Abraham ac- 

PIS this role calling the rich man son and showing himself to be compassionate even towards the 
Wretched of men. The great gulf is not a geographical divide, but the complete separation 

Ween virtue and wickedness, a separation that cannot be overcome after death. Note that torments 

Ve not changed the rich man’s heart, as he still sees Lazarus as a servant existing for the sake of his 

this account by Christ reveals the communion of the saints: a man, not even a b 
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31But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear | things which you are commanded, say, We 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they | are unprofitable servants. We have done 
be persuaded though one rise from the | what was our duty to do.’ ”t 


dead.’ ”t ~. The Ten Cleansed Lepers .~. 
= Leadership Is a Stewardship. _. 11Now it happened as He went to Jerusa- 
(Mt 18:6, 7, 15; Mk 9:42) lem that He passed through the midst of 


Samaria and Galilee. "Then as He entered 
a certain village, there met Him ten men 
come, but woe to him through whom they | who were lepers, who stood afar off." 3And 
do come! 2It would be better for him- if a | they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, 


millstone were hung around his neck, and | Master, have mercy on us.” 

he: were thrown into'the sea; than’ that:he | ,.'‘So when He saw them, He said to them, 
should: offend one’ of these little: ‘ones.t | G0, Show yourselves to the priests.: And 
3Take heed to yourselves. If your brother | SO Il yas thay. as they went, they were 
sins against you,* rebuke him; and if te re- cleansed, 


nents, forgive him. 4And if he sins against | “48d une of them, when he saw that he 
vou seven times in a day and seventimes in | W235 healed returned, and with a loud voice 


aiday returns to you. saying, ‘I repent.” you gicritied God, and fell down on his face at 
shall forgive him”t ' ogis | Eus feet giving Him thanks. And he was a 

SAnd the apostles said to the- Cor, maa aD | i Sai ae 
fi ncrenselGurtaith? "Sọ Jesus answered and said, “Were 

6So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a | Rere NO ten cleansed? But where are the 
mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry MAGE al Wer e there not any found who re- 
tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots ‘and be | turned to give glory to God except this for 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you,t | S'S?" wane He said to him, “Arise, g0 
‘And which of you having a servant plow: | YOU! Way. Lour faith has made you well. 
ing or tending sheep, will say to him when œ The Coming of the Kingdom 7> 
he has come in from the field, ‘Come at| 20Now when He was asked by the 
once and sit down to eat ?t 5But will he not | Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 
rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for | come, He answered them and said, “The 
my supper, and gird yourself and serve me | kingdom of God does not come with obser- 
till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward | vation; 2!nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or 
you will eat and drink’? Does‘ he thank | | | 
that servant because he did the things that nep = 

r $ re HL 17:3*NU-Text omits against you. 17:44M-Text 

were commanded him?’ I think not:? !°So |'omits to you. 17:9 :NU-Text ends verse with. 
likewise you, when you have done all those | commanded; M-Text omits him. | | 


if -7 Then He Said to the disciples, “It is 
impossible that no offenses should 


SS eeo 








16:31 “The ignorance of Scripture is a great cliff and a deep abyss. It is impossible for anyone to be 
without benefit if he reads continually and with attention” (JohnChr). Furthermore, the rebellious were 
not persuaded even when people did rise from the dead (Mt 28:11-15; Jn 12:9-1 1). 

17:2 Little ones refers primarily to children, and by extension to anyone whose heart is humble and 
dependent on God (see notes at Mt 18:1-4, 6). 

17:4 See note at Mt 18:21-35. | | Nate | | 

17:6 Here, the mulberry tree is symbolic of the devil’s works, It is on the leaf of this tree that silkworms 
feed, worms being an image of hell (Mk 9:42-48). This patristic interpretation is confirmed by numerous 
scriptural images of eyil being destroyed in the sea (8:33; Ex 14:27; Mt 21:21; Rev 20:10). 

17:7 The servant plowing is mentioned first and the one tending sheep second, showing that one must 
first work out his own salvation (Php 2:12) before he can become a shepherd of others, 

17:10 Unprofitable (lit, “without merit”) does not mean without intrinsic value. Rather, it means every- 
thing we have comes from God and is owed back to Him, There is nothing we can offer God that is not 


already His. i 
17:12-14 See notes on 5:12, 14. ETI | z TE 
17:17-19 Where are the nine? Christ came to heal-all of fallen humanity, yet only a small portion re-. 
ceive Him in faith and thanksgiving to give glory to God (v. 18). Thus, “many are called, but few cho- — 
sen” (Mt 20:16). The lesson for Orthodox Christians is that worship is the number one priority. © » 
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See -^ For indeed, the ki 7 Parr ; = 
God is within you.”t ingdom of Era the one will be:taken and the other 


2Then He said to the disciples,“ 37 Wasa | 
will come when you will desire ose | “Where TIET eaa aui, 
of the days of the Son of Man, and you will | So He sai Pie y | 
not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look | is there ve to them, Wherever the body 
here!’ or ‘Look there!’@ Do not go after | set heEtt the eagles will be gathered to- 
them or follow them. 24For as the lightning “sie | W 
that flashes out of one part under heaven ~ The Tenacious Widow > 
shines to the other part under heaven, so | | Then He spoke a parable to them, 
| also the Son of Man will be in His day. 25But | that men always ought to pray and 
| first He must suffer many things and be re- | not lose heart,t 2saying: “There was in a cer- 

jected by this generation. *6And as it was in | tain city a judge who did not fear God nor 
the days of Noah, so it will be also in the | regard man. °Now there was a widow in 
days of the Son of Man:t 27They ate, they | that city; and she: came to him, saying, ‘Get 
drank, they married wives, they were given | justice for me from my adversary.’ 4And he 
in Marriage, until the day that Noah en- | Would not fora while; but afterward he said 
tered the ark, and the flood came and de- | Within himself, ‘Though I do, not fear God 
stroyed them: all: “Likewise as it was also | Nor regard man, ®yet because this widow 
in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, | troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her 
| they bought, they. sold, they planted, they | continual coming she weary me.’ ”. yii 
built; “but on the day that Lot went out of |» °Then the Lord said, “Hear, what the un- 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone, from | lust Judge said. 7And shall God not avenge 
heaven and destroyed them all. Even so | His own-elect who.cry out day and night to 
will it be in the day when the Son of Man is | Him, though. He bears long with them? ŝI 
revealed. tell you that He will avenge them speedily. 

a“ that day, he who is on the housetop, Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 
and his goods are in the house, let him not | Will He really find faith on the earth?”t 


come down to take them away. And like- = The Pharisee and the Publican -= 


wise ic j i im | | 7 | 

pi the one who is in the field, Key te %Also He spoke this parable to some who 

Not turn back. 22Remember Lot’s wife. ; 3 

| 37 | estes . .. | trusted in themselves that they were righ- 
hoever seeks to save his life will lose it, | ethyl gë | 

and who his life will preserve it teous, and despised others: !°“Two men went 
HOS YES JOSES AUS are oe ' | up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 


l tell you, in that night there will be two |; TAEUN atl 
men in one bed; the one will be taken and | ‘1 Qer A Tax collectorst i The KRanses 


he other will be left.t 3°wo women will be 
“nding together: the one will be taken 
| 4nd the other left. 3*Two men will be in the 


17:21 The kingdom of God is a spiritual reality present within the Christian believer and within the 
‘ommunity of the Church, Within you can also be translated “among you" or “in your midst.” 
30 The warning not to be preoccupied with worldly matters applies both to believers and to 
fishes, 
17:3 Ti | | ‘| entail a sudden revelation of judgment. One will be taken to 
haven andi nenie o A condemnation The separation of the saints from the wicked will 
| curon “the day when the Son of Man is revealed” (v, 30) and not as some speculate today, atan . 
"ent that occurs before His return. | 
a7 The body refers to Christ, whi 
1 Persistent (v. 7) and faithful (v. 8 
“ also. 1Th 5:16-18 and note). | 
'8 Will He really find faith on the earth? The Lord ofte 


aracteristi sraly found (see 11:11; 12:42). | 
18:10 The sora att vel and a careful observer of the details of the Law, whereas the tax 


nf : ; Roman forces, betraying and 
, Men or is despised as a sinner who collaborates with the occupying Roman forces, ying 


ing his own people. 


= = 





—— 


17:21 *NU-Text reverses here and there. | 
17:23 ®NU-Text reverses here and there. 
17:36 ®=NU-Text and M-Text omit verse 36. 


le the eagles refer to the angels and the saints. | 
) prayer is the remedy for the tribulation just described (17:22-37; 


n uses this form of question when speaking of 





| ee 1 a . 3s 
: 10-14 This passage is read on the fourth Sunday before Great Lent, called the Sunday of the 
_ lan and the Pharisee. 
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stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I 


thank You that I am not like other men— | 


extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this tax collector.t 2I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I possess,” And the 
tax collector, standing afar off, would not 
so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me a sinner!’t 4] tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 


=a. Receive the Kingdom as a Child «> 
(Mt 19:13-15; Mk 10:13-16) 

Then they also brought infants to Him 
that He might touch them; but when the 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them.t !*But 
Jesus called therm to Him and said, “Let the 
little children corie to MMe, and do not for- 
bid them: for of such is the kingdom of 
God. "Assuredly, | say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will-by no means enter it.” 

e The Rich Young Man -7> 
(Mt 19:16-26; Mk 10:17-23) 


“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?”t 

I8Sg Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
Me good? No one is good but One, that is, 


God. 2°You know the commandments: ‘Do 


not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do 
not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ 
‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ”* 

21And he said, “All these things | have 


kept from my youth.” 
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2S0 when Jesus heard these things, He 
said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 
all that you have and distribute to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.”t 

23But when he heard this, he became very 
sorrowful, for he was very rich. 

24And when Jesus saw that he became 
very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for 
those who have riches to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.”t 

26 And those who heard it said, “Who then 
can be saved?” 

27But He said, “The things which are im- 


| possible with men are possible with God.” 


= The Reward of Renunciation -=> 
(Mt 19:27-30; Mk 10:28-31) 

28Then Peter said, “See, we have left alla 
and followed You.” 

29So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to 
you, there is no one who has left house or 
parents or brothers or wife or children, for 
the sake of the kingdom of God, 2°who shall 


not receive many times more in this pres- 


: , ee ent time, and in the age to come eternal 
l8Now a certain ruler asked Him, Saying, | & 


life.” 


w, The Third Prophecy of the Passion => 
(Mt 20:17-19; MR 10:32-34) 
31Then He took the twelve aside and said 
to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jeru- 
salem, and all things that are written by the 


prophets concerning the Son of Man will 


18:20 "Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 
18:28 ®*NU-Text reads our own. 


18:11, 12 The practices of this Pharisee are worthy examples to follow. His good deeds (fasting and 
giving tithes) are the primary weapons against the passions of lust and greed (adultery and extortion). 
However, without a humble and repentant heart, these outward practices are worthless and lead only 
to pride and judgment of others. Note that he prays with himself, for God is absent where there is 


boasting. 


18:13 The tax collector shows by his posture an awareness of the state of his soul, standing far from 
the altar of sacrifice with eyes cast downward, His prayer, God, be merciful to me a sinner, is the foun- 
dation of the Jesus Prayer (see note on 1Th 5:16-18), as is the refrain “Lord have mercy” that permeates 


Orthodox worship and personal prayer, 


18:14 Justified means forgiven and set right with God, for inward humility is blessed while pride in 


outward deeds is condemned. | 


18:15-17 Infants are the standard of faith by which adults receive the kingdom of God, and not the 
other way around, "A little child is not arrogant, he does not despise anyone, he is innocent and guile- 
less. He does not inflate himself in the presence of important people, nor withdraw from those in sor- 
rows. Instead, he lives in complete simplicity” (Theoph). See note at Mt 19:13-15. 


18:18-30 See notes at Mt 19:16-29. 
18:22 See note at Mt 19:21, 
18:25-27 See 19:8-10. 
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"e accomplished. “For He will be delivered 
to the Gentiles and will be mocked and in- 


rise again.” | 
“But they understood none of these 


hings; this saying was hidden from: them, | 


and they did not know the things which 
were spoken." | 


«a. The Blind Man of Jericho Healed .= 
(MR 10:46-52) 

Then it happened, as He was coming 
near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat 
by the road begging.t °*And hearing a mul- 
titude passing by, he asked what it meant. 
3So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by. *°And he cried out, saying, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Then those who went before. warned 
him that he should be quiet; but he cried 
out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 

So Jesus stood. still and-commanded 
him to be brought to Him. And when he 
had come. near, He asked him, .#!saying, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 


sight.” 

“Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your 
Sight; your faith has made you well.” And 
immediately he received his sight, and fol- 


lowed Him, glorifying God. And all the peo- | 


ble, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
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= Zacchaeus is Restored > 





| ] Then Jesus entered and passed 
sulted and spit upon. They will scourge 

yimand kill Him. And the third day He will : 
| was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.t 


through Jericho.t® 2Now behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus who 


3And he sought to see who Jesus was, but 
could not because of the crowd, for he was 
of short stature.t 4So he ran ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
Him, for He was going to pass that way. 
5And when Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and saw him,’ and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, 
for today I must stay at your house.” ®So he 
made haste and came down, and received 
Him joyfully. 7But when they saw it, they 
all complained, saying, “He has gone to be 
a guest with a man who is a Sinner.” 

8Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods 
to the poor; and if I have taken anything 
from anyone by false accusation, I restore 
fourfold.”t | oo 

%And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, because he also is a 
son of Abraham;t for the Son of Man has 


| come to seek and to save that which was 
| lost.” . ~ 
He said, “Lord, that I may receive my M 


æ The Parable of the Minas «=> 
(Mt 25:14-30) | 
UNow as they heard these things, He 
spoke another parable, because He was 


19:5 8NU-Text omits and saw him. 


18:34 The saying was hidden not by God, but because the disciples could not comprehend its meaning 


until the events of the Passion had taken place. 
18:35-43 See note at Mt 20:30: 


if Jericho was notorious as a place of iniquity and is commonly associated with sinful living (see 
10: 0), | 


19:2 He was rich: See 18:24-27. This encounter between Christ and Zacchaeus demonstrates that grace 


an accomplish that which is impossible to man. 


i 


3,4 Many spiritual interpretations express the universal significance of this encounter. Theophylact 


able 


es the crowd symbolizing sins: “Crowded in by a multitude of passions and worldly affairs, he is not 
to see Jesus.” St, Ambrose sees several parallels: (1) Zacchaeus being short is indicative of his being 


ort on faith and virtue: (2) that Zacchaeus must ascend a tree shows no one attached to earthly mat- 


Willin 


g to repent and believe. 


lacch 
1 


5 Can see Jesus: and (3) the Lord intending to pass that way reveals that Christ will approach anyone 


4 Zacchaeus uses the term give for his free and generous offering to the poor, and restore for what 
Wes those he had cheated, as this was not a gift but required by the Law (Ex 22:1). By doing both, 
i aeus not only fulfills the Law, but shows his love of the gospel. 


oS he title son of Abraham indicates Zacchaeus had become like this patriarch of Israel: he was 
of Nted righteous by his faith, he became generous toward the poor, and he was united to the people 
-Early records tell us he went on to be a bishop of the Church. BAN 


E Ý 
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19. | | Pye oat 
| I-10 This passage h read on the fifth Sunday before Great Lent, called Zacchaeus Sunday. . 
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near Jerusalem and because they thought 
the kingdom of God would appear immedi- 
ately.t !°Therefore He said: “A certain noble- 
man went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and to return. 1850 he 
called ten of his servants, delivered to them 
ten minas,* and said to them, ‘Do business 
till I come.’ 4But his citizens hated him, and 
sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will 
not have this man to reign over us.’ 

I5“And so it was that when he returned, 
having received. the kingdom, he then 
commanded these servants, to whom he 
had given the money, to be called to him, 
that he might know how much. every man 
had gained by trading. '*Then came. the 
first, saying, ‘Master, your mina. has 
earned ten minas. And he said to him, 
‘Well. done, good. servant; because you 
were faithful.in.a very little; have autnor- 
ity over ten cities.’ !8And the secona came, 
saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five 
minas. Likewise he said to him, You 
also be over five cities.’ ae 

20“Then another came, saying, ‘Master, 
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came to pass; when He drew near to 
Bethphage? and Bethany, at the mountain 
called Olivet, that He sent two of His disci- 
ples, “saying, “Go into the village opposite 
you, where as you enter you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it 
and bring it here. °? And if anyone asks you, 
‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you shall say 


to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it. ” 


32S0 those who were sent went their way 
and found it just as He had said to them. 
33But as they were loosing the colt, the 


“owners of it said to them, “Why are you 


loosing the colt?” 


= The Triumphal Entry 7 
(Mt 21:8, 9; MR 11:8-10; Jn 12:12-19) 
34And they said, “The Lord has need of 
him.” 2°Then they brought him to Jesus. 
And they threw their own clothes on the 
colt. and they set Jesus on him. **And as He 


| went, many spread their clothes on the 


road. 
37Then, as He was now drawing near the 
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 


here is your mina, which I have kept Dut | multitude of the disciples began to rejoice 
away in a handkerchief. *!For I feared you. | and praise God with a loud voice for all the 


because you are an austere man. You col- 
lect what you did not deposit, and reap 
what you did not sow. And he said to him, 
‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, 


you wicked servant. You knew that I was an | 


austere man, collecting what | did not de- 


posit and reaping what I did not sow. 22Why | 


then did you not put my money in the bank, 


that at my coming I might have collected it- 


with interest?’ 
“And he said to those who stood by, 
‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him 


who has ten minas.’ 25(But they said to him, - 


‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26‘For I say to 
you, that to everyone who has will be given; 
and from him who does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away from him. 


27But bring here those enemies of mine, 


who did not want me to reign over them, 
and slay them before me,’ ” 
-», The Colt Borrowed 7 
(Mt 21:1-7; Mk 11:1-7) 
2When He had said this, 





19:11-27 See note at Mt 25:14-30. 
19:28-40 See notes at Mt 
Jesus as Messiah. However, 
ing a political leader, a king, 
(Jn 18:36). 





21:1-11. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusal 
the crowd's understanding of the Messia ) r 
whereas Christ comes to establish a Kingdom “not of this world 


mighty works they had seen, *8saying: 


“ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the LORD”? 
Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” 


3And some of the Pharisees called to 
Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your 
disciples.” 

40But He answered and said to them, al 
tell you that if these should keep silent, the 
stones would immediately cry out.” 


| +s. Lament over Jerusalem «> 
41Now as He drew near, He saw the city 

and wept over it, “saying, “If you had 

known, even you, especially in this your day, 


the things that make for your peace! But 


19:13 "The mina (Greek mna, Hebrew minah) — 


| was worth about three months’ salary 
He went on. 
ahead, going up to Jerusalem.t And it | 


19:29 °M-Text reads Bethsphage. 19:38 aPsalm 


117:26 





em marks the public acclamation of 
h is flawed in that they are expect- 
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now they are hidden from your eyes,t 43For 
gays Will come upon you when your enemies 
will build an embankment around you, sur- 
round you and close you in on every side,t 
uand level you, and your children within 
you, to the ground; and they will not leave 
in you one stone upon another, because you 
did not know the time of your visitation.” 


= Cleansing the Temple > 
(Mt 21:10-17; MR 11:11, 15-17) 


4Then He went into the temple and 
began to drive out those who bought and 
sold in it,@t “*saying to them, “It is written, 
My house is? a house of prayer,» but you 
have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ”c 
~ Jesus’ Popularity sz- 
(Mk 11:18, 19) | 
“And He was teaching daily in the tem- 
ple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the 
leaders of the people scught to destroy Him, 


“and were unable to do anything: for all the | 


people were very attentive to hear Him. 


=. What Is Jesus’ Authority? z- 
(Mt 21:23-27; Mk 11:27-33) 
Now it happened on one of those 
days, as He taught the people in the 
temple and preached the gospel, that the 


_ chief priests and the scribes, together with 


he elders, confronted Him 2and spoke to 
Him, Saying, “Tell us, by what authority are 
You doing these things? Or who is he who 
eave You this authority?”t | 

‘But He answered and said to them, “I 


a will ask you one thing, and answer Me: 


€ baptism of John—was it from heaven 
ot from men?” 
"And they reasoned among themselves, 
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Saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 





AE 
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say, ‘Why then® did you not believe him?’ 
“But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people 


will stone us, for they are persuaded that 
John was a prophet.” 7So they answered 


that they did not know where it was from. 
’And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I 


| tell you by what authority I do these things.” 


æ. The Wicked Vineyard Tenants .= 
(Mt 21:33-46; Mk 12:1-12) 


“Then He began to tell the people this 
parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, 
leased it to vinedressers, and went into a 
far country for a long time.t !°Now at vin- 
tage-time he sent a servant to the vine- 
dressers, that they might give him some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. But the vine- 
dressers beat him’ and sent him away 


empty-handed. Again he sent another 
Servant; and they beat him also, treated him 


shamefully, and sent him away empty- 
handed. '*And again he sent a-third; and 
they wounded him also and cast him out. 

“Then the owner of the vineyard said, 
‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 
son. Probably they will respect him when 
they see him.’ “But when the vinedressers 
saw him, they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, ‘This is the heir, Come, let us kill 
him, that the inheritance may be ours.’ 5So 
they cast him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. Therefore what will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them? !*He will come and 
destroy those vinedressers and give the 
vineyard to others.” 


19:45 "NU-Text reads those who were selling. 
19:46 "NU-Text reads shall be. Isaiah 56:7 
‘Jeremiah 7:11 20:5 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit 
then. 


19:42 Jerusalem means “foundation of peace.” Only faith in Christ brings true peace—a truth hidden 
Om a city that will soon rebel against its Savior (see note on 12:51), | N 

:43, 44 The destruction of Jerusalem that Jesus foretells would occur in Ab 70. This also describes the 
| Dritual end of every person who lacks faith. | 


3:45 See note at Mt 21:12, 13. | 


0:2 These things refers to Christ's Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem as Messiah (19:35-38), the cleansing 


of the templ ic preaching (20:1). The elders confront Jesus since it was the duty of the 
His preaching (20:1). The elde | | ve | 
p lestly EE EA Pea to PSEA the temple. While Christ was descended from Judah (3:33), yet 


t 
bp °F Levi, for His authority is from the Father. 


“is the High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek" (Ps 109:4), a priestly line far greater than 


9-16 In thi le. the man represents God the Father, and the vineyard refers to God's people. 
The Vivedrassaih Ara Ane leads of the Jews entrusted to care for the people. Each servant (vv. 10-12) 


On 
forg 


entiles brought into the Church. 


he | ile the beloved 
9Y th ar st. OT prophet who comes to call people back to God, whi | Ovi 
(v. re Cit Amal Wien the Son is cast out of the vineyard (v. 15) to be killed, this is 
stood on two levels: (1) that Jesus was killed outside Jerusalem; and (2) that Jesus Aegis une by 
the 2” Soldiers, not by those of His own vineyard, The others (v. 16) who later receive the vineyard are 
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And when they heard it they said, 
“Certainly not!” 

\7Then He looked at them and said, 
“What then is this that is written: 





‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone’?@t 


l8Whoever falls on that stone will be bro- 
ken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind 
him to powder.” 

\9And the chief priests and the: scribes 
that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, 


but they feared the people*—for they knew | 


He had spoken this parable against them. 


æ Do We Pay Taxes to Caesar? e 
(Mt 22:15-22; Mr 12:13-17) 
20So they watched Him, and sent spi 
who pretended to be righteous, that they 
might seize on His words, in order to de- 


liver Him to the power and the authority of | 


the governor.t 

21Then they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, 
we know that You say and teach rightly, and 
You do not show personal favoritism, but 
teach the way of God in truth: 22Js it lawful 
for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 

23But He perceived their craftiness, and 


said to them, “Why do you test Me? 24Show | 


Me a denarius. Whose image and inscrip- 
tion does it have?” 

They answered and said, “Caesar's.” 

29And He said to them, “Render therefore 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 

26But they could not catch Him in His 
words in the presence of the people. And 
they marveled at His answer and Kept silent. 


=, The Mystery of Resurrection +> — 
(Mt 22:23-33; Mk 12;18-27) 
27Then some of the Sadducees, who deny 
that there is a resurrection, came to Him 
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and KeA Him,t z3saying: “Teacher, Moses 
wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, 
having a wife, and he dies without children, 
his brother should take his wife and raise 
up offspring for his brother. “Now there 
were seven brothers. And the first took a 


| wife, and died without children. *°And the 
second? took her as wife, and he died child- 


less. 321Then the third took her, and in like 
manner the seven also; and they left no 
children.4 and died. 22Last of all the woman 
died also. 22Therefore, in the resurrection, 
whose wife does she become? For all seven 
had her as wife.” 

34Jesus answered and said to them, “The 
sons of this age marry and are given in 
marriage. 35But those who are counted 
worthy to attain that age, and the resur- 
rection from the dead, neither marry nor 


are given in marriage; nor can they die 


anymore, for they are equal to the angels 
and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection. 2?7But even Moses showed in 
the burning bush passage that the dead 
are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.”* 38For He is not the God 
of the dead but of the living, for all live to 
Him.” ~ 

3Then some of the scribes answered and 


said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.” But 


after that they dared not question Him any- 
more. 
~. Son of David, Son of God = | 
(Mt 22:41-46; Mk 12:35-37) 
41And He said to them, “How can they 


say that the Christ is the Son of David? 


20:17 Psalm 117:22 20:19°®M-Text reads but 
they were afraid. 20:23"%NU-Text omits Why 
do you test Me? 20:30°8NU-Text ends verse 30 


here, ` 20:31 “NU-Text and M-Text read the 
seven also left no children. 20:37°Exodus 
1:0, 15) 


20:17, 18 That stone is Christ. This saying illustrates the two ways of destruction. Those falling on the 
stone are people who suffer the effects of their own sins while yet in this life, whereas those on whom 
the stone falls are unrepentant people who become powder in the final judgment (JohnChr), 
20:20-26 This question on taxation is designed to trap Jesus: a “yes” would turn the Jewish people 
against Him, while a “no” would bring a charge of treason by the Romans, His answer defeats their 
cunning and shows that a believer can render the state its, due while serving God (Rom 13:1-7). As the 
coin bears the image of the emperor and is properly paid to him, so each person bears the image of 
God and therefore belongs to Bim, Conflict arises only WASA, the state demands that which is contrary 


to God. 
20:27-40 See note at Mt 22: 23-33. 


20:41-44 The first reference to the Loro applies to God the Father while the term my Lord refers: to 
Christ. This question is answered-in that Christ is the Son of David in His pers and Davies korg in 


His divinity (see note at Mt 22:41-46). 
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yNow David himself said in the Book: of saying, ‘lam He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn 
psalms: 10’ near.’ Therefore? do not go after them. *But 

, when you hear of wars and commotions, do 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, not be terrified; for these things must come 

«Sitat My right hand, {io to pass first, but the end will not come im- 
snil I make Your enemies Your mediately.” Tei 

footstool.” ’a | € lOThen He said to them, “Nation will rise 


| against nation, and kingdom against king- 

“Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord’: how | dom: !!And there will be great earthquakes 

is He then his Son?” | in various places, and famines and pesti- 

A Beware of the Scribes Onl lences; and there will be fearful sights: and 

p SD | great signs from heaven. !2But before all 

(Mt 23:1-36; Mk 12:38-40) these things, they will lay their hands on 

‘Then, in the hearing of all the people, | you and persecute you, delivering you up to 

He said to His disciples,* 46“Beware of the | the synagogues and prisons. You will be 

scribes, who desire to go around in long | brought before kings and rulers for My 

robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, | name’s sake: |3But it will turn out for you 

the best seats in the synagogues, and the | as..an occasion for testimony. Therefore 

best places at feasts. “who devour widows’ | settle it in your hearts not to meditate be- 

houses, and for a pretense make long | forehand on what you will answer; !for I 

prayers. These will receive greater con; | will give you a mouth and wisdom which 

demnation.” | all your adversaries will not be able to con- 

eslilmitate tha Poot Widow le | tradict or resist. ">You will be betrayed even 

(Mk 12:4144) by. parents ‘and ‘brothers, relatives and 

: friends; and they will put some of you to 

| y | And He looked up and-saw the rich death: And you will be hated by all for My 

putting their gifts into the treasury," name’s sake: !8But not.a hair of your head 
‘and He saw also a certain poor widow put- 


SAA, A E PEAT | shall be lost. 19By; your patience possess 
ting in two mites. 3S0 He said, “Truly I say | your souls. | . EA 


| to you that this poor widow has put in more 
| than all; “for all these out of their abun- 
dance have put in offerings for God, but 
she out of her poverty put in all the liveli- 
hood that she had.” 


- Signs of the End .= 

(Mt 24:1-14; Mk 13:1-13) 

_ Then, as some spoke of the temple, how 

t was adorned with beautiful stones and 

Onations, He said,t &“These things which 

| "U see—the days will come in which not- 

ine stone shall be left upon another that 

nall not be thrown down.” 

0 they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but 

i en will these things be? And what sign 

| i there be when these things are about to 
“Ke Dlace?” dali NA 

de And He said: “Take heed that you not be 

“eived, For many will come in My name, 























= The Destruction of Jerusalem 7- 

(Mt 24:15-28; Mk 13:14-20) >> 
20“But when you see Jerusalem. sur- 
rounded by armies, then know that its des- 
olation is near. 2'Then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains, let those who 
are in-the midst of her depart, and let not 
those who are in the country. enter her. 
*For these are the days of vengeance, that 
all things. which are written may be ful- 
filled. But woe to those who are pregnant 
and to those who are nursing babies in 
those days! For there will be great distress 
in the land and wrath_upon this. people. 
“And they will fall. by the edge of the 
| sword, and. be led away captive into all 





20:43 "Psalm 109:1)., 21:4 “NU-Text omits for 
God, 21:8*NU-Text omits Therefore. 






45-47 See notes at Mt 23:1-39, yet rel Hriveletqnass yy vo atl) 
| het 74 Accor ding to the Fathers, the Lord accounts the value of a gift not by how much is given, but by 
N Much is kept back, Thus, the poor widow is counted to have given a great gift, having kept noth- 
oc for erself. Those who give out of their abundance but keep plenty back for themselves are 
; Hats by God to have given very little, 
736 See notes at Mt 24:1-44: > | | borin 
-— — ; ji m [s a i ify ere Í p! i 


Naa | | 
‘R19 This passage is read on days commemorating holy martyrs. 








LUKE 21:25 





nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled. 


= Cosmic Signs «= 
(Mt 24:29-31; Mk 13:24-27); 

“And there will be signs in the sun, in 
the moon, and in the stars; and on the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity, 
the sea and the waves roaring; ““men's 


hearts failing them from fear and the ex- | 
pectation of those things which are coming | 


on the earth; for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 2’Then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. 28Now when these things 
begin to happen, look up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption draws 
near.” 


< The Time of His Coming = 
(Mt 24:32-36; Mk 13:28-32) 
22Then He spoke to thema parable: 


‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. | 
30When they are already budding, you see | 


and know for yourselves that summer 1s 
now near. 2!So you also, when you see these 
things happening, know that the kingdom 
of God is near. 32Assuredly, I say to you, this 
generation will by no means pass away till 
all things take place. Heaven. and earth 


will pass away, but My words will by no. 


means pass away, 


æ Be Watchful and Pray =>. 


34“ But take heed to yourselves, lest your 
hearts be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that 
Day come on you unexpectedly. 35For it will 
come as a Snare on all those who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. 2°Watch there- 
fore, and pray always that you may be 
counted worthy? to escape all these things 











22:1 The Passover (Gr. Pascha) is the celebration of the destruction of the firstborn of Egypt and the 





1408 


that will come to pass, and to stand before 
| the Son of Man.” 

37 And in the daytime He was teaching in 
the temple, but at night He went out and 
stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 
38Then early in the morning all the people 
came to Him in the temple to hear Him. 


= The Chief Priests and Judas => 
(Mt 26:1-5, 14-16; Mk 14:1, 2, 10, 11) 


D Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
| drew near, which is called Passover.t 
2And the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might kill Him, for they 
feared the people. 

3Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed 
Iscariot. who was numbered among the 
| twelye.t 4So he went his way and conferred 
_ with the chief priests and captains, how he 
i might betray Him to them. “And they were 
elad, and agreed to give him money. #So he 
promised and sought opportunity to betray 
Him to them in the absence of the multi- 
tude: 


w Preparation for the Passover => 
(Mt 26:17-19; Mk 14:12-26) 
7Then came the Day of Unleavened 
Bread, when the Passover must be killed.* 
8And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and prepare the Passover for us, that we 
may eat.” | 
9So they said to Him, “Where do You want 
us to prepare?” | 
lOAnd He said to them, “Behold, when 
you have entered the city, a man will meet 
you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him 
into the house which he enters. Then you 
shall say to the master of the house, ‘The 
Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with 






21:36 *NU-Text reads may have strength. 


deliverance of God's people from bondage (Ex 12—14). In remembrance of this, the Jews would slaugh- 
ter an unblemished lamb and partake of it with unleavened bread. This prefigures Christ's Passion, in 
which the only-begotten Son of God is slain in order to deliver His people from their bondage to sin 


and death, and then is raised to lead them 


into the eternal Kingdom. Thus, Pascha is the primary term 


by which we refer to the death and Resurrection of Christ, known in the West as Easter. 


22:3 Satan does not enter a man except by the man’s consent. The reason Satan chose 
of the others is that Judas had a place for Satan in his heart, while the others did not. 


Judas and none 
Luke's mention of 


judas being numbered among the twelve emphasizes the depth of the betrayal and shows that reli- - 


gious position is worthless if not accompanied by 


22:7, 8 See note at v. 1. The term Passover (Gr, Pascha) can 
bration of that event, the food that is eaten, or the 
represents zeal and John represents spiritual understanding, 


of the Lord's Supper. 


faith and virtue, ` 


refer to the original event itself, the cele- 
lamb that is slain. According to the Fathers, Peter 
the virtues with which we are to partake 











ji a a IO 
My Te a “Then he will show you a | Son of Man goes as it has been determined, 
arge, fun usned upper room; there make | but woe to that man by whom He is be- 
eady 


C BSO they went and found it just H RE 

350 | nd it Just as He |.. 23Then they began to question among 
had said to them, and they prepared the themselves, which of them it was who 
Passover. would do this thing. 





æ The Eucharist Instituted m>, 

(Mt 26:20, 26-29; MR 14:22-25; Jn 13:1-38) 

uWhen the hour had come, He sat down, 
and the twelve? apostles with Him, !5Then 
He said to them, “With fervent desire I have 
desired to eat this Passover with you before 
| suffer;t !*for I say to you, I will no longer 
eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” 

Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and said, “Iake this and divide it among 
yourselves;t !8for I say to you,’ I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine until the king- 
dom of God comes.” 

And He took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This : 
is My body which is given for you:-do this œ. Christ Rewards His Servants -7 
inremembrance of Me.”t 28“But you are those who have continued 

p i arny Re | with Me in My trials. And I bestow upon 
TD CCEpHON and Betrayal zan you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed 
(Mt 26:21-25; Mk 14:18-21; Jn 13:21-30) one upon Me. “that you may eat and drink 

“Likewise He also took the cup. after at My table in My kingdom, and sit on 
upper, saying, “This cup is the new | thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”* 
Covenant in. My .blood, -wihhich,.1S, Shed. for | eee 
you. “But behold, the hand of My betrayer | 99.14 aNU-Text omits twelve. 22:18 2NU-Text 


œ. Greatness Is Service 7- 
(Mt 20:24-28; Mk 10:35-45) 

“Now there was also a dispute among 
them, as to which of them should be con- 
sidered the greatest.t 25And He said to 
| them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them, and those who exercise 

authority over them are called ‘benefac- 
| tors.’ “But not so among you; on the con- 
trary, he who is greatest among you, let him 
| 





be as the younger, and he who governs as 
he who serves. 27For who is greater, he who 
sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not 
he who sits at the table? Yet I am among 
you as the One who serves. 


_ 8 with Me on the table.t 22And truly. the | adds from now on. 


22:15 Christ has a fervent desire for this Passover because this meal will impart the mysteries of the 
new Covenant to His followers, and because this event will inaugurate the great deliverance of human- 


_ "Y from sin through the power of the Cross. 





Osid 


| the om begins with the Resurrection O 





22:17, is fi concl the OT Passover meal Christ eats with His disciples to fulfill the Law. 
ity A Ea God pines until Christ's Resurrection; at that time He will again eat and 
‘ink with His disciples (24:43; Acts 10:41). mot sil 
22:19, 20 nile pete nae at its root the Greek word eucharist, which immediately came to refer to 
both the Liturgy and the sacrament of Holy Communion. Before the end of the first satiety a manu- 
«ipt called the Didache refers to the celebration of the Liturgy as the paces | and int ; V r 
150, St, Justin says of Holy Communion, “This food we call ‘Eucharist,’ of whict ji see is ae ty 
partake except one who believes that the things we teach are true, and has racan t e as ue oly 
*Ptism] for forgiveness of sins and for rebirth, and who lives as Christ tomman 2 á is is y $ 
body The Orthodox Church has always accepted Christ's words as true, “that the foo Satie l Ny 
ig Word of prayer which comes from Him is the flesh ve a of that incarnate Jesus" (Justin). See 
n651- andit ticle “The Eucharist” at 1Co 11. 
Een notes, fies a table for the mystical supper, Jesus seeking by all ee Y save 
im, His ün E sitié ation leads to his utter destruction (see 1Co 11:27-30; compare ). | 
z4 27 isa ie. | ta dispute is out of place in the context of the mysteries AES ravens 
€ Corrects ! k smali-minged al mparing them to the power-hungry Gentiles, whom they themsel ae 
e'disciples by TIIst cee hem to Himself, who serves us even though He is Lord of all. 
30" E t by examining deeds. So also the apostles are be- 
Re Christ judges by discerning the n? peat faith; and in senik error with virtue" (AmbM). 
The aed to exercise spiritual ju hI y judgment, but by the witness of their own lives. Since God's 
kn ques will judge not with ea f Christ, the authority of judgment has already been given to 
Church on earth (Mt 16:19; Jn 20:23). 


dered an abomination, and contrasting t 


i journey of the 
*Postles and their successors in the journey © h 








LUKE 22:31 | = TIHO 


| to the place, He said to them, “Pray that you 
may not enter into temptation.” 

41And He was withdrawn from them 
about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down 
and prayed,t “saying, “Father, if it is Your 
will, take this cup away from Me; neverthe- 
less not My will, but Yours, be done.” Then 
an angel appeared to Him from heaven, 
| strengthening Him.” 4And being in agony, 
He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat 
became like great drops of blood falling 











“a Peter’s Denials Predicted = 
(Mt 26:30-35; Mk 14:26-31; Jn 13:36-38) 


31And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! 
Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he | 
may sift you as wheat.t But I have prayed 
for you, that your faith should not fail; and 
when you have returned to. Me, strengthen 
your brethren,” 
33But he said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to 
go with You, both to prison and to death.” 
34Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the roos- 
| | , ayes Hie aB > | down to the ground.? 
ter shall not crow this day before You will/“"symen He rose up from prayer, and hac 
È | Tepe! come to His disciples, He found them sleep- 
«nA Time of Crisis => . | ing from sorrow. *Then He said to them, 
35And He said to them, “When I sent you “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you 
without money: bag, knapsack. and san: | enter into temptation.” 
80 X N git oe | as, Arrest > 
o they said, “Nothing.”* : Se aA Viigo la pe T2 
36Then He said’ to them, “But ‘now, he | 47 ae 2657208 Melee pe Ji ise ie 
who has a money bag, let him take it, and | And while He was still. speaking, be- 
likewise a knapsack: and he who has no | Mea Peri acetate 
sword, let him sell his garment and buy | snd drew near to Jesus to kiss Him 48But 


one. 37For I say to you that this which is | tet es Soe ; 
written must still be accomplished in Me: | Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” 


‘And He was numbered with the transeres- iG | | 

Sek : i 19When those around Him saw what was 
a - 

sors.’* For the things concerning Me have going to happen, they said to Him, “Tord. 





an end.” : 
ng ee, hana ; _... | shall we strike with the sword?” And one 
eno. said, “Lord, look, here are two of them struck the servant of the high 
rds.” 2 age ay priest and cut off his right ear. 
And He said to them, “It is enough. “siBut Jesus answered and said, “Permit 
~ Jesus Watches in the Garden 7> | even this.” And He touched his ear and 


Mt 26:30, 36-46: Mk 14:26, 32-42; Jn 18:1) _ _| healed him." 

i Coming out, He went to the Mount of 22:31 2NU-Text omits And the Lord said. 
Olives, as He was accustomed, and His dis- | 32:37 4Isaiah 53:12 22:44 ®NU-Text brackets 
ciples also followed Him, ‘When He came | verses 43 and 44 as not in the original text. 








22:31, 32 The form of you in v. 31 is plural, indicating Satan asked for all the disciples, while the you in 
v. 32 is singular, indicating Jesus prayed especially for Simon Peter. Because Peter's faith was the 
strongest, he would be tested the most. When you have returned to Me: See Jn 21:15-17. Strengthen 
your brethren refers not only to the other disciples, but to all the faithful until Christ returns. 
22:35-38 The sword (v. 36) is not to be understood literally (compare vv. 49-51), but refers to the living 
word of God in the battle against sin (Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12). St. Ambrose adds an additional meaning: — 
that giving up one’s garment and buying a sword refers to surrendering the body to the sword of mar- 
tyrdom, Because the disciples were thinking of swords literally, Jesus abruptly ends the discussion with 
the words, “It is enough,” or better translated, “Enough of this!" (see Dt 3:26; Mk 14:41) | 
22:41-44 Christ's agony (v. 44) was the product of His human nature. In asking that the cup be taken 
away, He reveals His human will. By submitting His human will to the Father, Christ re i nis divine 
will to be one with the Father's, and further shows that each person must submit his aie ill to God's 
will (11:2). Christ willingly takes in Himself the voice of weak humanity, thereby co al akness- 
“The words of weakness are sometimes adopted by the strong in order that the h decal Ts, ak may 
be strengthened” (GrgGt). | a ices 
22:51 This healing is recorded only by St, Luke the physician, It indicates the m Iie, | z 
ge Ale pals € anner in which we are © 
treat our enemies. The Fathers see a spiritual meaning in that it is Christ who gives people the ability to 


hear the truth and thereby come to salvation (see 8:8; 14:35). 


22:43-45 This passage is read on Holy Thursday, the Thursday before Pascha (Easter) 
; Na (Easter). 











Then Jesus Said to the chief priests. 
captains of the temple, and the elders who 
had come to Him, “Have: you come out, as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
When I was with you daily in the temple, 
you did not try to seize Me. But this is your 
hour, and the power of darkness.”t 





æ. Peter’s Denials «=> 
(Mt 26:57, 58, 69-75; Mk 14:53, 54, 66-72: 
Jn 18:13-18, 25-27) 
“Having arrested Him, they led Him and 
| brought Him into the high priest’s house. 
But Peter followed at a distance. 55Now 
when they had kindled a fire in the midst of 
| the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 


sat among them. °°And a certain servant | 


girl, seeing him as he Sat by the fire, looked 
intently at him and said, “This man was 
also with Him.” 

“But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I 
do not know Him.” 

And after a little while another saw him 
| and said, “You also are of: them.” 

But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 

“Then after about an hour had passed, 
another confidently affirmed, . saying, 
‘Surely this fellow also was with Him,. for 
he is a Galilean.” 

“But Peter said, “Man, I do not. know 
| What you are saying!” 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, 
he rooster4 crowed, 6!And the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. Then Peter remem; 
bered the word of the Lord, how He had 
‘ald to him, “Before the rooster crows,* you 
Will deny Me three times.”t §2So0 Peter went 
out and wept bitterly. 

-Now the men who held Jesus mocked 
in and beat Him. And having blindfolded 





Ey Darkness: See Jn 3:19-21; 13:30. 


[41] 





m, they struck Him on the face and asked L 








RE e ee 
Him,* saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one 
who struck You?” ®And many other things 
they blasphemously spoke against Him. 





- æ Before the Sanhedrin 7- 
(Mt 26:57-68; Mk 14:55-65; Jn 18:19-24) 
6As soon as it was day, the elders of the 
people, both chief priests and scribes, came 
together and led Him into their council, 
saying, °’“If You are the Christ, tell us.” 

But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will 
by no means believe. And if I also ask 
you, you will by no means answer Me or let 
Me go.*t 9Hereafter the Son of Man will sit 
on the right hand of the power of God.”t, 

Then they all said, “Are Youthen the 
Son of God?” isn 

So He said to them, “You rightly say that 
I am.” i fi | 

‘And they said, “What further testimony 


do we need? For we have heard it ourselves 


from His own mouth.” pre 
«=, Before Pilate = 
(Mt 27:1, 2, 11-14; Mk 15:1-5; Jn.18:28-38). 
A) Then the whole multitude of them 
| arose and led Him to Pilate. 2And 
they began to accuse Him, saying, “We 
found this fellow perverting the? nation, 
and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, say- 
ing that He Himself is Christ, a King.”t 
‘Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You 
the King of the Jews?” it psy 
He answered him and said, “It is as you 
Say.” i 4 ) 


22:57 *NU-Text reads denied it. 22:60 #NU-Text 
and M-Text read a rooster. 22:61 *NU-Text 
adds today, 22:648NU-Text reads And having 
blindfolded Him, they asked Him. 22:68 @NU- 
Text omits also and Me or let Me go. 

23:2 *NU-Text reads our. | 





56 A girl being the first to test Peter is an icon of the temptation of Adam by Eve (Gn 3:6). Our 


allen State is overcome in Christ when women are the first to hear, believe, and proclaim the Resurrec- 


ON (24:1-10), 


: 61, 62 Peter is so overcome with fear that neither Christ's prediction (v. 34) nor the crowing of the 
Oster calls him to repentance, but only the Lord's gaze causes him to weep bitterly. Nevertheless, , 
ough tears, what cannot be defended can be purged, for tears wash away the offense which is 


tl to confess out loud” (AmbM). 


8 Jesus asked many questions of the Jewish leaders which they refused to answer because doing so 
nil have meant ict Him as the Christ (20:4-7; Mt 22:41-46; Mk 3:4). | 


23, BY this claim, Jesus declares Himself to be equal with God. 


lanea The religious accusations 
acy Nder Roman occupation. T 


against Jesus (22:66-71) would not be enough to justify a death sen- 
herefore, the chief priests invent false (20:20-26), politically charged - 


ot ‘ations jn order to persuade Pilate to put Jesus to death. Pilate’s question (v. 3) is more a mockery : 


nswer, “It is as you say, 





| Chri © accusation itself than of Jesus, as he clearly does not take the political charges seriously (v: 4). 
t's answer | " can also be translated with a more ambiguous, “You say so." 














LUKE 23:4 ere a —__———. 
‘So Pilate said to the chief priests andthe | "And they all cried out > A 
crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.” “Away with this Man, an a ae Es 
5But they were the more fierce, saying, Barabbas — who ae ie eei a 
“He stirs up the people, teaching through- | prison for a certain rebellion 


| inni jalilee to | city, and for murder, —< 
out all Judea, beginning from Gali Pilate. therefore, wishing to release 


MUS piace Jesus, again called out to them. *'But they 
s Before Herod => | shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify 
6When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked | Him!” | 
if the Man were a Galilean. 7And as soon as 22Then he said to them the third time, 
he knew that He belonged to Herod’s juris- | “Why, what evil has He done? I have found 
diction, he sent Him to Herod, who was | no reason for death in Him. I will therefore 
also in Jerusalem at that time. 3Now when | chastise Him and let Him go.” . 
Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; | 23But they were insistent, demanding 
for he had desired for a long time to see | with loud voices that He be crucified. And 
Him, because he had heard many things | the voices of these men and of the chief 
about Him, and he hoped to see some mir- | priests prevailed.2 24So Pilate gave sentence 
acle done by Him.t Then he: questioned | that it should be as they requested. And 
Him with many words, but He answered | he released to them* the one they re- 
him nothing. '°And the chief priests and | quested, who for rebellion and murder had 
scribes stood and vehemently’ accused | been thrown into prison; but he delivered 
Him. !'Then Herod, with his men of war, | Jesus to their will. 
treated Him with contempt and mocked i 
Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and 
sent Him back to Pilate. That very day | 
Pilate and Herod became friends with each 
other, for previously they had been at en- 
mity with each other. 





~ The Procession to Golgotha => 
(Mt 27:31-33; Mk 15:20-22; Jn 19:17) 
-oNow as they led Him away, they laid 
hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, 
who was coming from the country, and on 
him they laid the cross that he might bear 
it after Jesus.t 
“7And a great multitude of the people 
followed Him, and women who also 
mourned and lamented Him. 28But Jesus, 
turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jeru- 
salem, do not weep for Me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children.t 29For in- 
deed the days are coming in which they 
will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs 


w Jesus or Barabbas? o> 

(Mt 27:15-26; Mk 15:6-15; Jn 18:39—19:16) 

Then Pilate, when he had called to- 
gether the chief priests, the rulers, and the 
people,t '4said to them, “You have brought | 
this Man to me, as one who misleads the 
people. And indeed, having examined Him 
in your presence, I have found no fault in 
this Man concerning those things of which 
you accuse Him; !°no, neither did Herod, 
for I sent you back to him;@ and indeed 
nothing deserving of death has been done 
by Him. !ŝI will therefore chastise Him and 





| 23:6 *NU-Text omits of Galilee. 23:15 aNU-Text 
reads for he sent Him back to us. 23:17°NU- 


na IT Eann: A aim | Text omits verse 17. 23:23 aNU-Text omits and 
release Him” '"(for it was necessary for him of the chief priests. 23:25 *NU-Text and M-Text 


to release one to them at the feast), omit to them. 


23:8, 9 Herod sees Jesus as a novelty. Christ's silence is an act of compassi i ivi 

23:8, $ afty. | passion, for revealing divine mys- 

teries in the face of such blasphemy would have brought Herod even greater E St. ras 

brose sees Herod as a figure representing all unrighteous people who, if they do not recognize Jesus as 

the Christ, will never understand His words nor recognize His miracles. | | 

ght Aas Three times Pilate attempts to release Jesus (vv, 16, 20, 22), and three times the chief priest 

ang e A e paons to demand He be put to death. In the end, they demand the release of 
s= MeMsewves, Barabbas means “son of the father" and indica ich , 

eo o re A A and indicates to which father these rulers 


23:26 Simon means “obedience”; this faithful man stands for all v ire W Chri 3 
the cross He places on them (9:23: 14:27), ; all who desire to follow Christ and carry 


23:28 Weeping is not appropriate for the One who redeem i 
- i if : n i 5 th | | 1 -i ` 
for one’s own sins and for the sufferings of others. fata rough Macrossaut : set ac 
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-n SCS: 
nat never bore, and breasts which never 
nursed!’t Then they will begin ‘to say to 


the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the 


hills, “Cover us!” "* 3!For if they do these 
things in the green wood, what will be 
done in the dry?”t 


«=. The Compassionate Christ z 
(Mt 27:33-43; MR 15:22-32; Jn 19:17-29) 
There were also two others, criminals, 
led with Him to be put to death. 3And 
when they had come. tothe place called 
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 
criminals, one on the right hand and the 
other on the left.t *4Then Jesus said, 


‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know 


what they do.”@ 
And they divided His garments-and cast 
lots.t And the people stood looking. on. 


But even the rulers with them sneered, say- | 


ing, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself 
if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’t 

*The soldiers also mocked Him, coming 
and offering Him sour wine, and saying, 
‘If You are the King of the Jews, save 
Yourself.” 

And an inscription also was written 
over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and He- 
brew:4 


THIS IS. THE KING OF THE JEWS. 





_ first sentence as a later addition. 


| You not the Christ? 
-he said, “Jesus, remember me. 
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m. Two Thieves, Two Ways = 
(Mt 27:44; Mk 15:32) 


“Then one of the criminals who were 
hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You 
are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”t@ 

But the other, answering, rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing 
you are under the same condemnation? 
“And we indeed justly, for we receive the 











due reward of our deeds; but this Man has 


done nothing wrong.” Then he said to 
Jesus, “Lord,? remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom.” 

‘And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, today you will be with Me in 
Paradise.” Â 


-. Darkness and Death = 
(Mt 27:45-56; MR 15:33-41; Jn 19:28-30) 


“Now it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over all the earth until 


| the ninth hour. ®Then the sun was dark- 
ened, and the veil of the temple was torn in 


two.t 4#And when Jesus had cried out with a 


23:30 Hosea 10:8 23:344NU-Text brackets the 
23:38 NU- 
Text omits written and in letters of Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew. 23:39 2NU-Text reads Are 
23:42 "NU-Text reads And 
23:44 ®NU-Text 
adds already. 23:45°%NU-Text reads obscured. 





23:29 The blessing on the barren women is an acknowledgment of the overwhelming pain a mother. 
endures seeing her children suffer (illustrated by the “woe” in Mt 24:19). “Mothers are held by the tie. 
of feeling for their children, but cannot save them. How can one escape the bonds of nature? How can 
she who nurses ever overlook the one she'has borne?” (JohnChr). | 


_ 23:31 The green wood is Christ, full of virtue and truth. The dry stands for the Jews, barren of all life 


and of all righteousness. If the Romans eagerly destroy the righteous, what horrifying things await the 


“Nrighteous? l 
23:33 Calvary: lit., “the skull.” Being crucified between the two criminals shows Christ's complete iden- 
tity with fallen humanity and fulfills the prophecy of Is 53:9-12. | | 
23:34 This intercession is not only for those who sentenced and crucified Jesus, but for all of human- 
Y—a people who have no insight into the profound mystery of God's salvation. Jesus speaks these 
ords not as a request, but with divine authority. Their great sin would still have been forgiven them 
ad they repented. Indeed, one of the soldiers did repent (v. 47) and is considered a saint of the Church. 
; '35-37 Save Yourself: The continuing temptation of Satan to deter Jesus from completing His mis- 
ON (see 4:9-13). | | 
23:38 An rl What was intended as an accusation and a mockery became instead a triumphant 
YMbol that all nations would come under the reign of Jesus the King. | 
3:39-43 The first of the criminals wanted to use Jesus to avoid responsibility for his actions, while the 
>, accepts his sentence and asks simply to be remembered, This latter way is the path to Paradise. 
la 3: To be reconciled to Christ is to be in paradise immediately. ucer ena souls OF tO 
inarted are in the presence of God and experience a foretaste of His glory before the tinal resurrec- 
45 The veil of the temple was torn in two: See note at Mt 27:51. 
cee a p |] - 


aaa 


3:39.43 This passage is read at Vespers of Great and Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 
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loud voice, He said, “Father, “intoWour hands 
I commit My spirit.’ ”? Having said this, He 
breathed His last.t 

“So when the centurion saw what had 
happened, he glorified God, saying, “Cer- 
tainly this was a righteous Man!”t 

And the whole crowd who. came. to- 
gether to that sight, seeing what had been 
done, beat their breasts and returned. *?But 
all His acquaintances, and the women who 
followed Him from Galilee, stood at a dis- 
tance, watching these things. 


œ Burial «> 
(Mt 27:57-61; Mk 15:42-47; Jn 19:38-42) 

Now behold, there was a man named 
Joseph, a council member, a good and just 
man.' 5!He had not consenied to their deci- 
sion and deed. He was from Arimathea, a 
city of the Jews, who himself was also wait- 
ing? for the kingdom of God. .°*This man 
went to Pilate and asked for the. body. of 
Jesus. “Then he took it down, wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn 
out of the rock, where no one had ever lain 
before. °**That day was the Preparation, and 
the Sabbath drew near. 


55And the women who had come with Him 
from Galilee followed after, and they ob- 
served the tomb and how His body was laid.t 
Then they returned and prepared spices 
and fragrant oils. And they rested on the 
Sabbath according to the commandment. 


=. The Women Find the Tomb Empty -=> 
(Mt 28:1-8; Mk 16:1-8; Jn 20:1-18) 


Now on the first day of the week, 

' very early in the morning, they, and 
certain other women with them,’ came to 
the tomb bringing the spices which they 
had prepared.t 2But they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb.? “Then they 
went in and did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. And it happened, as they were 
greatly? perplexed about this, that behold, 
two men stood by them in shining gar- 
ments. “Then, as they were afraid and 
bowed their faces to the earth, they said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among 
E the dead?t “He is not here, but is risen! 


| 23:46 Psalm 30:6 _ 23:51 NU-Text reads who 
was waiting. 24:14NU-Text omits and certain 
other women with them. 24:44NU-Text omits 
greatly. 





23:46 Jesus does not pom His life taken from Him, but will voluntarily commit it to the Father. His was 
the first human soul not to be taken to Hades; instead it was freely given into the hands of God. Thus, 
Christ frees all of humanity from death's grip. His death reconciles mankind to God, not by satisfying 
the Father's need for blood-justice as some might teach, but by causing every aspect of our corrupt hu- 
man nature to be transformed, for whatever divinity touches is healed. Christ accepts human nature in 
order to sanctify human nature; He accepts our weakness in order to make us strong; He takes on our 
sin in order to free us from sin; He suffers in order to transfigure suffering; and He enters death in or- 
der to destroy it (1Co 15:20-28; see note at Mt 27:50). 

23:47 Reflecting on the conversion of the centurion, St. Cyril of Alexandria notes, “Observe that no 
sooner had Christ endured the Passion on the Cross for our sakes than He began to win many unto 


knowledge of the truth,” 


23:50-53 If the apostles had buried Christ, doubters could claim His body was simply hidden away. 

Joseph being both a council member and a good and just man refutes any possibility that the Lord’s 
body was deceptively hidden by the apostles. The spiritual significance of a tomb where no one had 
ever lain before is that Christ died a death unlike any person nad ever died: a death without corrup- 


tion, a death leading to victory over the grave itself, 

23:55, 56 His rest in the tomb fulfills the image of His birth in a cave hee 2:7) and reveals the ultimate 
purpose of His coming. The faith of the women, while stronger than that of the hiding disciples, was 
still imperfect in that they prepared for the corruption of Christ's body. Sabbath: As God rested from His 
work of creation on the original Sabbath (Gn 2:1-3), so now Christ rests from the work of the new cre- 
ation on the Sabbath. Thus He gives the Sabbath its ultimate meaning and fulfills the Law even in 
death, At Matins of Holy Saturday we sing, “This is the most blessed Sabbath on which Christ sleeps in 
order to rise on the third day." 

24:1 The first day of the week was the day after the Sabbath—Sunday—which in the Christian tradi- 
tion is called the Lord's Day, the day of worship (Acts 20:7). Spices: See note at 23:55, 56. 

24:2 See Mt 28:2. The stone is rolled away not to let the all-powerful Lord out, but to let us witness His 
Resurrection. 

24:4 These men .. . in shining garments were angels. | | 

24:5-7 In order to dispel any doubt, the angel confirms his message by recalling Christ's own words. In- 
calculating the third day, the first day is Friday, the day on which Christ died before sundown. The sec- - 
ond is Saturday, the Sabbath on which Christ rested in the tomb. The third dayjy which eal after sun- 
down on Saturday, is the day of Resurrection, Sunday. 


— 
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ther IN His glory. Complete 











em 
2a still in Galilee, ‘saying, ‘The Son of 
Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again.’ ” 

sAnd they remembered His words. Then 
they returned from the tomb and told all 
these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them, who told these things to 
the apostles.t |!And their words seemed to 
them like idle tales, and they did not be- 


lieve them. “But Peter arose and ran to the | 
tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen | 


cloths lying? by themselves; and he de- 
parted, marveling to himself at what had 
happened. 


- Jesus Appears: The Road.to 
Emmaus „7 
(Mk 16:12, 13) 

Now behold, two of them were traveling 
that same day to a village called Emmaus, 
which was seven miles? from Jerusalem. 
“And they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. |!°So it was, 
while they conversed and. reasoned, that 
Jesus Himself drew near and went with 
them. !6But their eyes were restrained, so 
that they did not know Him.t 

"And He said to them, “What kind of 


conversation is this that you have with one | 


another as you walk and are sad?”* 


Then the one whose name was Cleopas | 


answered and said to Him, “Are You the 


only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You | 


not known the things which happened 
there in these days?” 





| T aa S 
ember how He spoke to you when He | 








24:10 Certain Fathers teach that Mary the mother of James was the wife of Alphaeus, and this James _ 


19And He said to them, “What things?” 
So they said to Him, “The things concern- 

ing Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all 
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| the people, and how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered Him to be condemned 


to death, and crucified Him. But we were 
hoping that it was He who was going to re- 
deem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today 
is the third day since these things hap- 
pened.t 22Yes, and certain women of our 
company, who arrived at the tomb early, as- 
tonished us. 2?When they did not find His 
body, they came saying that they had also 
seen a vision of angels who said He was 
alive. 4And certain of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but Him they did not see.” 

25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, 


| and slow of heart to believe in all that the 


prophets have spoken! Ought not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to 


| enter into His glory?”t 27And beginning at 


Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded 
to them in all the Scriptures the things con- 


cerning Himself. 


28Then they drew near to the village 
where they were going, and He indicated 
that He would have gone farther. 29But 
they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with 
us, for it is toward evening, and the day is 
far spent.” And He went in to stay with 
them. 

soNow it came to pass, as He sat at the 
table with them, that He took bread, blessed 


24:12 aNU-Text omits lying. 24:13 Literally 
sixty stadia 24:17*%NU-Text reads as you 
walk? And they stood still, looking sad. 





was One of the Twelve (6:15). Most, however, hold that this is the Virgin Mary, being in fact the step- 
Nother of a different James, “the Lord's brother” (see Mt 13:55; compare Mk 15:40, 47). The Virgin 

"Ary appears in certain icons of the Myrrhbearing Women, and in a hymn by St. John of Damascus, we 
ing, ‘The angel cried to the lady full of grace, ‘Rejoice, O pure Virgin: your Son is risen from His three 


ays in the tomb.” 
‘13 The 


i 


two of them are Cleopas (v. 18) and, according to tradition, Luke himself. It was'a common 


16 
“ely recognizable (Jn 20:14; 21:4, 
at Occurs here (see Mk 16:12/an 
rom recognizing Him in or 
OT Scriptures (v.27). 

1 The disciples’ hope for 


slah as a political savior or 


Ot the 
Mes 
ee 27 It is p 


aw and the Prophets (see also note for v. 16). 


16 The : resurrected body is so different from its previous state that it is not immedi- 
nature Orie les 12; see 1Co 15:35-44). It is also able to take different forms, which is 
d note), Their eyes were restrained: Christ intentionally prevents ~ 
der to expose their doubting thoughts and then cure them by means | 


redemption was still imbedded in a foolish (v. 25) misunderstanding of the 
deliverer. With Christ's death, this earthly hope had been dashed. 

ial fal believe either in a Messiah who only suffered or one that would only- 
pet a aith sees the Messiah encompassing both, for all of this was foretold in 
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and broke it, and gave it to them.t 3!Then æ Jesus Enlightens the Apostles .= 
their eyes were opened and they knew (Mt 28:16-20; Mk 16:15-18) 
sas and He vanished from their sight. 44Then He said to them, “These are the 
is aie we said to one another, “Did not | words which I spoke to you while I was still 
ur neart durn within us while He talked | with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
with us on the road, and while He opened which were written in the Law of Moses 


the Scriptures to us?”t 3S0 they rose up | and the Prophets and the Psalms concern- 
that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, ing Me.” And He opened their under- 


and found the eleven and those who were | 7 | 
i i standing, that they might comprehend the 
with them gathered together, *4saying, “The Sr ae y mig p e 


Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to 46 JS le Ae t+ e 
Simon!” And they told about the things | tan ard thus it was me rhus it is writ 
that had happened on the road, and how | Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead 
He was known to them in the breaking of | the third day,t ^and that repentance and 
bread. remission of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusa- 
lem.t 48And you are witnesses of these 
things. Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Je- 
rusalem? until you are endued with power 

| from on high.”t 


æ Jesus Appears to the Apostles -=> 
(Mk 16:14; Jn 20:19-23) 


Now as they said these things, Jesus 
Himself stood in the midst of them. and 
said to them, “Peace to you.”t4 37But they 
were terrified and frightened, and sup- 
posed they had seen a spirit. 28And He said 
to them, “Why are you troubled? And why 
do doubts arise in your hearts?? 39Behold | . | 
My hands and My feet, that it is] Myself.} | (MR 16:19:20)" 

Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not And He led them out as far as Bethany, 
have flesh and bones as you see I have... | 4nd He lifted up His hands and blessed 

“When He had said this, He showed | 
them His hands and His feet. 4!But while 
they still did not believe for joy, and mar- | 24:49 «Some printed New Testaments omit this 
veled, He said to them, “Have you any food VETS It 2 founa | in neatly al Creo manua 

”" 4? Hi j Scripts. H a -1€XT oOmIS and some noney- 
peres d ee peal ENC se e pE conh. 24:46 #NU-Text reads written, that hé. 


| : ; Christ should suffer and rise. 24:49 aNU-Text 
He took it and ate in their presence. omits of Jerusalem. 


~ The Ascension => 








— = : nr s 


24:30-35 The Lord breaks bread in the same manner as at the Last Supper (22:19), imaging the 
Eucharist of the NT Church. All who commune with the Lord in His risen Body in faith have their eyes 
opened (v. 31) to know Him, for the Lord is known most perfectly in the breaking of bread (v. 35). 
24:32 Did not our heart burn within us; The inescapable effect of hearing the Holy Scriptures taught 
correctly and with faith (see 2Ti 2:15). This burning is the conviction that the words and promises are 
true, : 
24:36 Peace to you: This resurrectional greeting of Christ is proclaimed by the priest or the bishop fre- 
quently in Orthodox worship services. 
24:38-43 Christ eats not because He in His resurrected body needs food, but to prove to the disciples 
that He is truly risen in the flesh. The spiritual significance assigned to the fish is active virtue, and the 
honeycomb js the sweetness of divine wisdom, 
24:46 See note for vv. 26, 27. 
24:47 Remission of sins refers to the putting away of sins in baptism, which is preached by St. Peter at 
Pentecost (see Acts 2:38). 
24:49 Are endued with is literally “have put on” (the same verb found in Eph 6:11), indicating the com- 
plete protection of spiritual armor. Tarry is literally “sit down,” and is an instruction not only to stay in 
place, but also to take rest and prepare attentively before a great and difficult task (compare Mk 
14:32). The Promise of My Father is the Holy Spirit (see Acts 1:4). | £ 

| — = 
24:36-53 This passage is read on the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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hem. Now it came to pass, while He 
plessed them, that He was parted from 
them and carried up into heaven.t 52Anqd | 
they worshiped Him, and returned to Jeru- | 
salem with great joy, and were continu- 





ally in the temple praising and blessing 
God. Amen. 








24:53 =NU-Text omits praising and. "NU-Text 
omits Amen. 
a a 
24:51 The Ascension of Christ is celebrated forty days after the Resurrection (Acts 1:3). This event fulfills 
the type given when Elijah ascended in a fiery chariot (4Kg 2:11) and marks the completion of Christ's 
glorification and lordship over all creation. At the Incarnation, Christ brought His divine nature to hu- 
man nature. In the mystery of the Ascension, Christ brings human nature to the divine Kingdom. He 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit in His glorified body, revealing His glorified human nature— 
indeed, human flesh—to be worshiped by the whole angelic realm. At Vespers of Ascension we sing, 
"The angels were amazed seeing a Man so exalted.” In some icons of the Ascension, Christ’s white 

robes are tinted red to indicate the shedding of His blood for the redemption of the world and the as- 
cent of that life-giving blood into heaven (Is 63:1—3: see also Ps 23:7-10). ik 








Auth or— According to tradition, St. John the Apostle (also called the 

` Theologian because of the profundity of his gospel) was assisted by ~ 
~ St. Prochorus in writing this gospel. John, “the beloved disciple” of Christ _ 
(13:23; 21:7, 20), served as the leading authority of Ephesus for most of his 


ministry and wrote his gospel 


there. He was almost one hundred years old 
when he died, c. AD 96-100. 1 


S KEEN ie El 


Date— This gospel, written about AD 96, is usually considered the last of the 

>à four gospels to be written, supplementing the other three. 

Major Theme The eternai Son of God has come in the flesh. The gospel was 

“©; written “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in His name” (20:31). 





The Gospel of John has many theological themes. They include the 
following: hs 


(1) The Trinity. In his gospel, John i$ quite explicit about the Persons of the 
Trinity and their relationships: They are three Persons in one nature. The 
Father is the Unbegotten, the Son is the Only Begotten (1:18; 3:16, 18), 
and the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father (15:26). 


(2) Glory. The glory of God is preeminently manifested in Christ’s earthly 
ministry—His Person, words, and works—but is also experienced by the 
Church in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Helper or Paraclete (14:16, 
26; 15:26; 16:7). 


(3) The spiritual dimension. The mystical, theological perspective dominates 
this gospel. The revelation of divine life and light is resisted by this age, 
resulting in great spiritual warfare: the kingdom of God versus “the 
world” as a fallen entity in rebellion against God. 


(4) The sacramental dimension. John stresses the mysterious and sacramental 
presence and activity of God in the world, linking the saving work of 
Christ to baptism (3:5) and the Eucharist (6:52—59) 


(5) The Church, The Gospel of John testifies to a strong sense of community 
among the disciples, expressed through the plural “we” (1:14, 16). True 
disciples are those who believe in Jesus as the incarnate Son of the Father, 
who are united with Him, and who here and now express the life of 
divine love given by Christ. 
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(6) The Paschal Theme. Three Passovers are specifically mentioned in John, 
hence the tradition that the public ministry of Jesus encompassed a three- 
year period. During the final Passover, Jesus, the Lamb of God (1:29, 36), 


leads His followers to a new Passover through His Death and 
Resurrection. | 








(7) The Redemption of the World. In John’s perspective, the Divine Word, the 
Son of God, came into the world to save the world and, through the life 
of the Church, to offer the whole world up to God. Christ and His 
Church begin this transformation now. | | 


Outline Anishiqoaiane | ak | 
\ I. The Witness, John the Baptist (1:1-51) III. The Word Incarnate Transfigures All 
A. Prologue (1:1—18) Humanity (11:1—17:26) | 
B. The mission of John the Baptist _A.Through death and resurrection: Lazarus 


























(1:19-51) (11:1—12:11) = | : 
Il. The Word Incarnate Transfigures Creation B. Through ascénsion into the kingdom: 
(2:1—10:42) | Palm Sunday (12:12-50) 
A. The new creation prefigured (2:1-25) C. Through the messianic banquet of the » 


B: Baptism manifested (3:1—5:47) 
C. The Eucharist manifested: feeding of five 


kingdom (13:1—17:26) 
‘TV. The Paschal Offering: Death and 





thousand (6:1—71) ' Resurrection (18:1—21:25) 
(7:1—10:42) (18:1—19:42) 


B. Resurrection of Christ) (20:1—21:25) 


a a 


D. The old creation transformed A. Death: the Passion-of Christ 
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~. The Word Is God «=> | 3All things were made through Him, and 

| In the beginning was the Word, and the | without Him nothing was made that was 
Word was with God, and the Word was | made.t 4In Him was life, and the life was 
God 2 2He was in the beginning with God. | the light of men.t °And the light shines in 


"In the beginning recalls the creation story of Genesis, but speaks more clearly of the Creator Him- 
self, Furthermore, while Genesis spoke of the first creation, this “Prologue” of John (vv. 1-18) reveals 
te new creation in Christ. 

Was the Word (Gr. Jogos); The Word is the eternal Son of God. Was indicates existence without refer- 
ence to a starting point and emphasizes the Word's eternal existence without beginning. Logos can 
Mean “wisdom,” “reason,” and “action” as well as “word,” all of which are attributes of the Son of 
Sod. The Word was with God: With shows that the Word—the Son of God—is a distinct Person from 

€ Father and that He is in eternal communion with the Father. The Word was God: The Word—the 

of God—is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father; He Himself is God with the same divinity as the 
‘ather. Some twist and mistranslate this phrase “the Word was a god” in order to propagate their 

esy that the Son of God is a created being, a creature not fully divine. Such a translation is unsup- 

ae le, false, dishonest, and deceptive. ite | | 

* The Word is the co-Creator with the Father and the Holy Spirit (Gn 1; Ps 32:6, 9; Heb 1:2) and not 

Merely an instrument or servant used by the Father. Will, operation, and power are one in the Father, 
the and Holy Spirit. Thus, the heavens and the earth are the works of the One who made them, while 

| 4 200 Was not made but is eternally begotten of the Father. . ; 

th Only God has life in Himself. Thus, the Word, being God, is the source of life, together with the Fa- 

fir and the Holy Spirit. The life was the light of men: John now introduces mankind as receiver of the 

(rane light. By participating in the life of the Son, believers themselves become children of the light 

i 36; Eph 5:8; 1Th 5:5). Moses saw the divine light in the burning bush (Ex 3:2); the whole nation saw 

| Trang As Red Sea (Ex 13:21); Isalah saw it in his heavenly vision (Is 6:1-5); and three apostles saw it at the 


9Uration (Mt 17:1-5). iy 


I, | y j 
M7 Thi; passage is read on the Feast of Pascha (Easter), the day of the Resurrection of Christ. 
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>>>8 CHRISTOLOGY 26a" 


a The center of Christianity is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. In fact, He is the centerpiece 

©) of all history. But the world struggles with His identity. Who is He? Is He God? Is He 

_man? Both? The Scriptures clearly answer these crucial questions. 

N ; In his Gospel, John gives a specific and definitive explanation of who Christ is. “In 
“ the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 

(1:1). John the Baptist, the Forerunner of Christ, revealed God the Word as “the Light” (1:7). 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (1:14). Who then is Jesus Christ? 

l He is God. for He was with God from before all time. Clearly, the One born Jesus of 
Nazareth did not have His beginning in His earthly birth. Rather, He 1s the eternal Son of 
God, without beginning. There never was a time when the Son of God did not exist. 

2 He is also man, for He “became flesh.” He has become one of us, being like us in all 
things, but without sin. 

3 He acts both as God and as man, doing what is appropriate for each nature in the 
unity provided by His one divine Person. Never does divine nature and activity become 
changed into human nature and activity., The two are in union without confusion, Christ does, 
however, “energize” human nature with divine energy so that human nature is redeemed from 
sin and death and brought into union with God. He thus “deifies” humanity. 

The miracle of these incomparable truths is known as the knowledge of Christ or “Chris- 
tology.” Many documents have expounded cn Christology, but the definitive text is the 
Nicene Creed, the outcome of the first and second Ecumenical Councils in the fourth century. 
The Creed of Chalcedon (issued by the Fourth Ecumenical Council, (AD. 451) embodies other 
truths concerning the Incarnation of the Word. These creeds set the doctrinal fences outside of 
which we do not wander in our knowledge of Christ. Eyre 

The apostle John: bears witness to Christ: “That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with’ our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word of life—the life was manifested, and we have seen, and 
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested 
to us—that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellow- 
ship with us; and:truly our fellowship zs withthe Father and with His Son Jesus ‘Christ” 

(1Jn 1:1-3). : eka cay GH Wate 

We, too, bear witness to Jesus Christ. For since God became man, and we are united _ > 
with Him in baptism, we experience His Incarnation in our lives. ‘The miracle of Chris- ae 
tology for us is that, as the Son of God became man, we in turn may participate in. sy 
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_ gives light to every man coming into the 
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ne darkness; wet the darkness did not | blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
somprehend® it. will of man, but of Goditi uo | 
« The Baptist’s Witness to the Word . | < The Word Becomes Flesh to Reveal 
sThere was a man sent from God, whose the Father ~~ 
name Was John.t This man came for a wit- | ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
ess, to bear witness of the Light, that al] | among us, and we beheld-His glory, the 
yrough him might believe. SHe was not glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
hat Light, but was sent to bear witness of | fll of grace and tr uth?) or i 
hat Light. That was the true Light which John bore witness of Him and cried out, 
saying, “This was He of whom 1 said, ‘He 
who comes after me is preferred before me, 


7H 


world. | | 
uHe was in the world, and the world was tok aoe wee before me. iai A 5 
made through Him, and the world did not | _.. And? of His fullness- we haye all re- 
know Him. He came to His own,? and His ceived, and grace for grace.! For the law 
own? did not receive Him. /*But as many as | 1:5*Or overcome 1:9°Or That was the true 


ceived Him, to them He gave the rig Light which, coming into the world, gives light 
rece 8 ight to to every man. 1:I1#eThat is, His own things or 


become children of God, to those who be- | domain °That is, His own people - 1:16¢@NU- 
lieve in His name:t who were born, not of | Text reads For, | En 7 





1:5 Darkness indicates both spiritual ignorance and satanic opposition to the light. Those who hate’ 
truth prefer ignorance for themseives and strive to keep others ignorant as well (3:19): The word trans- 
lated comprehend means doth “understand” and “overcome.” Thus, darkness can never overpower the 


| fight of Christ, nor can it understeand'the wey of love. 


1:6 This John is John the Baptist, not the author of this Gospel. 
1:3-11 Christ offers light to every person, but the world andeven many of His own refuse to receive 
Him; thus, they can neither knew nor recognize Him. Those who accept Him have His light. In a hymn 


| sung at the end of Liturgy, after hearing the Gospel and receiving communion, we sing, “We have seen 


the true light, we have received the heavenly Spirit.” = Siero | 
1:12 Right also means “authority” and indicates a gift from God, not an inalienable right. Those who _ 


| receive Christ become children of God by adoption (Gal 4:4-7) and by grace inherit everything Christ is 


by nature (see the article “Deification” at 2 Peter). To believe in His name means to believe and trust in 
Him who in His humanity took the name Jesus as Word, Son, Messiah, and Savior. | 


k 


| 1:13 Adoption as a child of God is not a matter of ethnic descent (of blood) as it was in the OT; nor are 


| Ple (w. 9-11), pointing specifically to His 


| Into all of human nature, for anyt 


My, He iS called only begotten because there is no ot 


we children of God simply by natural birth (the will of the flesh), nor by man’s own decision (the will of 
man). Becoming a child of God is a spiritual birth by grace, through faith, and in the Holy Spirit. This is 
accomplished and manifested in the sacrament of Holy Baptism (3:5-8; see Tts 3:4-7), eae: 
1:14 The Word became flesh clarifies the manner in which the Son and Word. of God came to His peo- 
Incarnation. The Word became fully human without ceasing to 
be fully God, He assumed complete human nature: body, soul, will, emotion, and even mortality— ., 
Everything that pertains to humanity except sin. As God and Man in one Person, Christ pours divinity 
hing not assumed by Christ would not have been healed. 4l 

s presence dwelt (“tabernacled”) in the ark of the covenant and — 

| Word comes to dwell in and among humanity itself. His glory 

by His signs and wonders (2:11; 11:4, 40), and to His humble ser- 
~32; 13:31). In both ways, Christ reveals that ` 


| Dwelt among us: In the OT, God’ 
a in the temple. Here, the eterna 
ia both to His divine power shown an 
ie to mankind, shown most perfectly on the Cross (12:23 

is the One sent from the Father. 


Only begotten of the Father: The Son has no beginning, but has the Father as His source from eter- 


her born from the Father. (The Holy Spirit exists 

“nally from the Father through another mystery called “procession”; see 15:26.) 9 8 
Full of grace and truth: This phrase qualifies both the Word and His glory. Grace is Christ's uncreated 

MErQy given to us through His love and mercy. Truth includes His faithfulness to His promises and 
Mg prt ahd to the realty of His Wore tO ne Scrintures Confit that Gaels aac can fill RU 

16 In sayi is ful riptures conti C J- 

iia we have all received Or ee aie (sue ihe 'articl “Deification” at 2 Peter) In Christ, God's 


{ .*" nature € tually deifyin i 
| thi boinerextent Of acre AM without ceasing to be human. As metal thrust into fire takes 


| by Properties of fire (such as heat 


| Verab 





iren be ‘al 0:34, 
N pr pore gos by graces] and light) without ceasing to be metal, so human nature permeated 


divine nature. Grace for grace is a Semitic expression signifying an 


od takes on properties of the 


undance of grace. 








was given through Moses, but grace and ~ Why Does John Baptize? . 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 'SNo one (Lk 3:15-18) 

has seen God at any time. The only begot- | 24Now those who were sent were from 
ten Son. who is in the bosom of the Father, | the . Pharisees. 2>And they asked him, 
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He has declared Him." saying, “Why then do you baptize if you 
«n Who Is John the Baptist? 7> are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
(Mt 3:1-6; Mk 1:1-6; Lk 3:1-6) Prophet?” . 7 


26John answered them, saying, “I baptize 


veg i an, when 
19Now this is the testimony of John, with water, but there stands One among 


the Jews sent priests and Levites from Je- 


rusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”t you whom you do not know.t 27It is He who, 
20He confessed, and did not deny, but | coming after me, 1S preferred before me, 

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” whose sandal strap I. am not worthy to 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are | loose.” | | 

you Elijah?” | These things were done in Bethabara? 
He said, “I am not.” beyond the Jordan, where John was baptiz- 


| 
“Are you the Prophet?” | ing. 
And he answered, “No.”* _ | | 
22Then they said to him, “Who are yot, |. .<«. The Baptist’s Testimony to Christ -> 
that we May. give an answer i Those wnn l = (Mt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-1; Lk 3:21; 22) 
mee nna a0 Yoy Say ADOULWOURSEME Jer 29T tHe next day John saw Jesus coming 
He said: | toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb 
‘The voice of one crying in the | of God who takes away the sin of the 
wilderness: | | —— 
“Make straight the way of the Lord,” ° | 1:18 2NU-Text reads only begotten God. 


| 1:23 alsaiah 40:3 1:28 42NU-Text and M-Text 
| read Bethany. - 








as the prophet Isaiah said.” 








1:18 No one has seen God at any time: No one can see the nature, or essence, of God, for to see God is 
to die (Ex 33:20). Only One who is Himself divine can see God, and thus the Son is the only One who _ 
can declare Him. This revelation of God's energies can be received by the faithful. Moses saw the “back” 
of God (Ex 33:21-23); Isaiah saw His glory (see Is 6:1; John 12:41). 

1:19—2:12 Here the theological Prologue has concluded with 1:18, and the focus shifts to the begin- 
nings of Christ's ministry; the witness of John the Baptist (1:19-34); the calling of the first apostles 
(1:35-51); Christ's first sign at Cana (2:1-11); and His rest at Capernaum (2:12). Just as John began his _ 
Gospel similarly to the opening of Genesis (“In the beginning”—-v. 1; see Gn 1:1), so he parallels Genesis 
in this opening account, which covers seven consecutive days. 

(1) The first day (1:19-28)—John the Baptist bears witness to the Light—the Christ—in the presence 
of the Jews, This parallels the creation of light on the first day in Gn 1:3-5, 

(2) The second day (1:29-34)—John the Baptist declares that Christ baptizes with the Holy Spirit, 
which is greater than his own baptism of repentance, performed with water on earth. This parallels the 
separation of water above from the water below on the second day in Gn 1:6-8. | 

(3) The third day (1:35-42)—John the Baptist sends two disciples to Christ whom Christ gathers to be 
His own, one of whom He declares to be the foundation of the Church (v, 42; see Mt 16:18). This parallels 
the gathering of the waters and the establishment of growth on the land on the third day in Gn 1:9-13. 

(4) The fourth day (1:43-51)—Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael, who see Christ as the true Light, the 
One who was revealed in the OT, a lesser light. This parallels the establishment of the lesser and greater 
lights governing the night and the day respectively on the fourth day in Gn 1:14-19. 

(5) The sixth day (2:1-11)—John does not include the events of the fifth day, but jumps to the sixth. 
The phrase on the third day is an expression meaning “two days later," for it includes the current day in 
the calculation (see 2:1 and note), On this sixth day, the wedding in Cana occurs, which parallels the 
creation of man and woman in Gn 1:26-31, 

(6) The seventh day (2:12)—Jesus rests at Capernaum with His mother, His brothers, and His disciples, 
which parallels God resting on the seventh day in Gn 2:1-3. | 
1:21 John the Baptist is a prophet but not the Prophet, the Messiah, whose coming Moses foretold 
(Dt 18:15-19), | WO | 
1:26 On John's baptism, see notes at Lk 3:3 and 3:16, 17. 
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yorld!t? This is He of whom I said, ‘After 

\ comes a Man who is preferred before 
me, for He was before me.’ 3![-did not know 
yim; but that He should be revealed to 
israel, therefore I came. baptizing with 
water.” 

#xAnd John bore witness, saying, “1 saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and He remained upon Him.t 33] did 
not know Him, but He who sent me to bap- 
ize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom 
you see the Spirit descending, and remain: 
ing on Him, this is He who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 3tAnd I have seen and tes- 
tified that this is the Son of God.” 


«~ The Baptist’s Disciples Follow Jesus .-> 
(Mt 4:18-227 MR 1:16-20; Lk 5:1-11) 


*Again, the next day. John stood with 
two of his disciples.t® 36And looking at 
Jesus as He walked. he said, “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” 

The two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus, °*fhen Jesus turned, 
and seeing them following, said to them, 


| “What do you seek?” 


a ŘŮŮĖ 


—— = 


) Novemb 


They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to 
say, when translated, Teacher); “where are 
You staying?” 

*He said to them, “Come and see.” They 
tame and saw where He was staying, and 
mained with Him that day (now it was 
about the tenth hour). 

“One of the two who heard John speak, 





1423 





IAA a 


and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 4!He first found his own 
brother Simon, and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated, 
the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. 

Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, 
“You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall 
be called Cephas” (which is translated, A 
Stone). | ; 

The following day Jesus wanted to go 
to Galilee, and He found Philip and said 


to him, “Follow Me.”2 44Now Philip was 


from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said 


| to him, “We have found Him of whom 
| Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
_wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 


Joseph.” = 

46And Nathanael said to him, “Can any- 
thing good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” : 

“Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no deceit!”t 

48Nathanael said to Him, “How do You 
know me?” i 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under the 
fig tree, T saw you.”t 

Nathanael answered and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!” 





1:42 «“NU-Text reads John, 


1:29 John’s declaring Jesus as the Lamb of God recalls Isaiah's “Servant of God” who dies for the trans- 
H€ssions of His people (Is 53:4-12). Christ, the true Paschal (Passover) Lamb, offers Himself for our deliv- 
tance from darkness and death (1Pt 1:18, 19). St. John Chrysostom teaches that Jesus came to John this 
cond time in order for John to make this declaration and thus stop anyone from thinking that Jesus 
eded baptism to wash away sins, te i Ve 
1:32 That the Spirit remained upon Him was a sign that Christ possesses the Spirit in His fullness from 
all eternity. Christ did not receive the Holy Spirit at His Baptism; rather, this vision that John saw 
pled the truth that the Holy Spirit has always rested on Christ. 
35-45 The Lord's first disciples had been followers of John the Baptist. They were Andrew (v. 40); 
Simon, who was 4186 new j Peter, or Cephas (w. 41, 42); Philip (v. 43); Nathanael (v. 45), who was 
o Known as Bartholomew: and an unnamed disciple (vv. 35-40), who some Fathers say was John, the 
et of this Gospel. It wea common literary device for a writer not to give his own name (see 
64:13). y 
147 No deceit means both having a pure heart and being straightforward with others. 
l, 0 What exactly occurred under the fig tree is not stated, St. John Chrysostom teaches this was 
€ Meeting place of Philip and Nathanael (w. 45, 46), and that Jesus was praising Nathanael for being 
i diligent and careful in His search for the Messiah, Christ's foreknowledge and His ability to see into 
‘thanael’s heart stir him to this confession of faith (v. 49). 
ay Ly ee ~(1)~ | 
34 This passage is read on January 7, the Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Baptist. 
35-52 Thi mber 30, the Feast of the Apostle Andrew, | I&i 
laa sa n. Passage iereadian Novem lled the Sunday of Orthodoxy, and on 
‘This passage is read on the first Sunday of Great Lent, called the Sunday o xy, a ny 


er 14, the Feast of the Apostle Philip. 
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your concern have to do with Me? My hour 
has not yet come.” 

5His mother said to the servants, 
“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 

6Now there were set there six waterpots 
of stone, according to the manner of purifi- 
cation of the Jews, containing twenty or 
thirty gallons apiece.t 7Jesus said to them, 
“Fill the waterpots with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. *And: He said to 
. them, “Draw some out now, and take it to 

_ in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of | the master of the feast.” And they took tt. 
Jesus was there.t 2Now both Jesus and His | 9When. the master of the feast had tasted 
disciples were invited to the wedding. *And | the water that was made wine, and did not 
when they ran out of wine, the mother of | know where it came from (but the:servants 
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”? 

AJesus said to her, “Woman, what. does | 1:51°NU-Text omits hereafter. 


50Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the 
fig tree, do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” 5!And He said to | 
him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, here- | 
after@ you shall see heaven open, andthe 
angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man/t ©; | 


=. The First Sign at Cana => 
On the third day there was a wedding 














1:51 The title Son of Man is a title of the Messiah that had a level of mystery in its meaning, indicating 
a man of heavenly origin who would usher in the Kingdom of God (Dan 7:13,. 14). In an OT prophecy, 
Jacob dreamed of a ladder connecting earth to heaven, upon which the angels of God were ascending 
and descending (Gn 28:12-15). Jesus is this “ladder” who unites earth to heaven, and therefore is this 
Son ‘of Man. 

2:1-11 The wedding in Cana is the’setting for the first of the seven signs (v. 11) performed by Jesus in 
the Gospel of John. John uses the term signs to show that these miraculous actions point beyond them- 
selves to the truth that the Kingdom of Gad has come emong us'in the Person of Jesus Christ. The seven 
signs are (1) changing water into wine (2:1—11)-(2) curing the nobleman’‘s son (4:46-54); (3) healing 
the paralytic (5:1-15); (4) feeding the five thousand (6:1-14); (5) walking on water (6:15-21); (6) open- 
ing the eyes of a blind man (9:1-41); and (7). raising Lazarus from the dead (11:38-44). 

The setting here is significant..In the OT, marriage feasts symbolized the union of God with His Bride, 
Israel. Jesus begins His ministry at Galilee, which had a large Gentile population; this was a sign of the 
spread of the gospel to. all the world. That this wedding took place.on the third day sets a 
resurrectional tone, showing that the marriage of God and His Church will be fulfilled in Christ's Resur- 
rection. Other parallels between the marriage here and the Resurrection account in 20:1-18 are that. 
both involve a woman named Mary who makes.an appeal, and in both passages the disciples are in- 
vited to witness the event. Furthermore, the Resurrection account (20:11-18) has a striking similarity to 
S5 3:1-5, again showing the unity between marriage and our Lord's Resurrection. 

By His presence at this wedding, Jesus further declares marriage to be holy and honorable (Heb 13:4); 
therefore, this passage is read at Orthodox weddings, and these images are. incorporated into many 
prayers in the wedding service. : | 
2:3-5 Here is an example of Mary's gift of intercession. Even now, Mary continually speaks to her Son 
on our behalf and is our preeminent intercessor before His Throne, This is declared in the words of an 
Orthodox prayer: “The intercessions of a mother have great effect to win the favor of the Master." This 
is confirmed as Jesus grants her request here. amine | a 

In this passage, wine is symbolic of life, and thus there are two levels of meaning to Mary's 
statement, “They have no wine”; (1) a marriage is not complete without the presence of Christ; and 
(2) the old covenant was unable to bestow life even on the most faithful people. | 

Contrary to certain modern usages, Woman is a sacred title in Scripture, an address conveying deep 
respect and distinction (4:21; 8:10; 19:26; 20:13; compare to Gn 2:23), What does your concern have to 
do with Me? is more literally, “What is that to Me and to you?" This answer is not a refusal of Mary's 
intercession, but a declaration that the time had not yet come for Christ to be revealed. That Christ ful- 

fills Mary's request teaches several things; (1) Christ is Lord over hours and seasons and is not subject to 
them. (2) The wedding party needed to be aware of their lack of wine first so that they might learn 
that it is Christ who fulfills all needs. (3) We need to have perseverance in our petitions before God 

(Mt 15:21-28). (4) The intercessions of the righteous have great power (Jam 5:16). 

2:6 Waterpots were made of stone because, according to rabbinical teaching, stone would not contract 
ritual impurity. That there are six (one less than the perfect seven) indicates that the Law, illustrated by 
water being reserved for Jewish purification, was incomplete, imperfect, and unable to bestow life. This 
water is changed into wine, symbolizing the old covenant being fulfilled in the new, which is capable of 
bestowing life. The overabundant gallons of wine illustrate the overflowing grace Christ grants to all. 
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„ho had drawn the water knew), the mas- 
ay of the feast called the bridegroom. 
And he said to him, “Every man at the be- 


ginning sets out the good wine, and when 


the guests have well drunk, then the infe- 


jor. You have kept the good wine until 
m» 
This beginning of signs Jesus did in 
cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; 
and His disciples believed in Him.t 


2After this He went down to Capernaum, | 


He, His mother, His brothers, and His disci- 
ples; and they did not stay there many days. 


æ. Cleansing the Temple .= 
(Mt 21:12, 13; MR 11:15-17; Lk 19:45, 46) 


Now the Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.t 
| And He found in the temple those who 
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
money changers doing business. When 
He had made a whip of cords, He drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ 
money and overturned the tables. And He 
said to those who sold doves, “Take these 
| things away! Do not make My ‘Father’s 


house a house of merchandise!” Then His» 
disciples remembered that it was written, | 


_ ‘Zeal for Your house has eaten® Me up.’ 

So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
‘What sign do You show to us, since You do 
these things?”t 3 





| | W JOUN 3:3 
t9Jesus answered and said to them, 





| “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 


will raise it up.” 

Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?” | 

But He was speaking of the temple of 
His body. Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;4 and they be- 
lieved the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had said. | | 

“3Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the signs which 
He did.t 24But Jesus did not commit Himself 
to. them, because He knew. all men, and 
had no need that anyone should testify of 
man, for He knew what was in man. _ | 


-s New Birth: Entering the Kingdom => 
There was a man ‘of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews:'2 2This man came to Jesus by night 
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You 
are a teacher come from God; for no one 
can.do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him,” | 

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 

assuredly, I say to. you, unless one is born 


| again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”t 


2:17 ®NU-Text and M-Text read will eat. "Psalm 
68:10 2:22 :NU-Text and M-Text omit to them. 


2:9 The Fathers see this transformation as prefiguring the transformation of bread and wine into the 


Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. 
| 211 Glory: See note at 1:14. 


| 213-17 See note on the cleansing of the temple at Mt 21:12, 13. In the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke), this event occurs at the end of Christ's ministry, while John places it at the beginning. Cer- 


lain Fathers teach Christ performed this act twice, 


18-21 Since Jesus is not a Levitical priest, His authority to cleanse the temple is challenged. The term 
ĉws in John’s Gospel often refers specifically to the leaders; in this case, it refers to the chief priests and 

€ elders (see Mt 21:23). As Christ is careful not to reveal Himself to scoffers, He answers in a hidden 
"ay: the ultimate sign will be His death and Resurrection. 

23 John reports three Passover feasts between our Lord's Baptism and Passion (see also 6:4; 11:55), 


owing that His earthly ministry lasted three years. 


3:1, 2 Nicodemus believed Jesus was from God (v, 2), but his faith was still weak, as he was afraid of his 
rs and thus came to Jesus by night (v. 2). Following this conversation, Nicodemus's faith grows to 


sl € Point of defending Jesus before the Sanhedrin 
1) of faith of preparing and entom 


(7:50, 51) and finally making the bold public expres- 
bing our Lord's body (19:39-42). His memory is celebrated on the 


me Sunday of Pascha (Easter) along with the Myrrhbearing Women and Joseph of Arimathea. Accord- 


§ 
| îNhedrin and forced to flee Jerusalem. 


orn again: The word again can also be tra 


LF 


birth 


19 to some early sources, Nicodemus was baptized by Peter and consequently was removed from the 


nslated “from above" and clearly refers to the heavenly 
from God through faith in Christ (1:12, 13). This heavenly birth is baptism (v. 5) and our adoption 


Y God as our Father (Gal 4:4-7). This new birth is but the beginning of our spiritual life, with its goal 


9 entrance into the kingdom of God. 
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Mus This passage is read on January 4, the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles. 


s>>8 THE NEW. BIRTH#aqaa 


Ps Early in His ministry, Jesus revealed the way to enter God’s eternal Kingdom. We must 

f? be “born again” (3:3), a birth from above realized by water and the Spirit. 
$ In His conversation with Nicodemus, Christ states, “Unless one is born of water and 
© the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (3:5). From the beginning, the Church 
‘= i 7 $ i | corr . : 

3 has recognized the “water” to be the water of baptism, “the Spirit” to be the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore, the new birth consists of being joined to Christ in the water of baptism and 
receiving the Holy Spirit through anointing or “chrismation.” 

Salvation, then, is more than forgiveness of sins, more than a mental acceptance of Christ 
and His teachings. For in salvation we are given union with God through Christ, a right and 
full relationship with the Holy Trinity, and the restoration of our full humanity, All these 
things are accomplished through the Incarnation, the union of God and man in the Person of 
Jesus Christ. Salvation, then, is founded on a substantial union of the believer with Christ in 
His full humanity, a flesh-to-flesh relationship. Paul likens it to the joining of husband and wife 
(Eph 5:23-32). | 

Throughout their epistles, the apostles remind us the new birth is necessary for salvation. 
We die to sin: then, buried with Christ and risen with Him, we are united to Christ and to His 
body, the Church. We are cleansed, justified, and sanctified—all in baptism, “the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Tts 3:5), Without our repentance and faith, 
however, immersion in water would be of no effect. F | 

Some Christians bypass baptism and stress only faith. Why is the mystery of the water nec- 
essary? Because just as Christ actually died on a cross, was buried, and rose again—all through 
His faith and God’s grace—so we must actually be immersed in the sacramental waters of bap- 
tsm, made effectual through our faith and God’s grace. | 

The basic form of baptism is simple. The person to be born again, joined to Christ, is im- 
mersed in the water three times in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit (see Mt 28:19). The first-century Didache teaches, “If you do not have running water, 
use whatever is available. And if you cannot do it in cold water, use warm. Butif you have nei- 
ther, pour water on the head three times—-in ‘the name of Father, Son:and Holy Spirit.” | 

In the new birth, a true mystery takes place. For in the sacrament of baptism, we die, _} 
going down into the water to be mystically united to Christ in His death, and we live Oy: 
again, rising up out of the water in His resurrected humanity. In short, we are born = 
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| 3s : and indeed, of salvation history. 
| ang 18 While Christ came to save and not to con 
"oy € becomes condemned by his own rejection, 
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«Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
an be born when he is old? Can he enter 
, second time into his mother’s womb and 
e born?”? 
sjesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
'o you, unless one is born of water and the 


spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 


God.t “That which is born of the flesh is 


fesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
pirit.t 7Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ *The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”t 

Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
‘How can these things be?” 


æ Life in the Kingdom 7> 

“Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of israel, 
these things? ''Most assuredly, | say to you, 
We speak what We know and testify what 
We have seen, and you do not receive Our 
witness. !2If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how will you be- 
lieve if I tell you heavenly things?t SNo one 
has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven.® '4And as Moses lifted up 





and do not know | 


JOHN 3:22 


the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up,t that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but? have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.t For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved." 

I8“He who believes in Him is not con- 
demned: but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not be- 
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. !%And this is the condemnation, 
that the light has come into the world, and 


men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. 2°9For everyone 
| practicing evil hates the light and does not 


come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 2!But he who does the truth comes 
to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God.” 


~. The Preaching of John the Baptist -= 

22After these things Jesus and His disci- 
ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them and baptized.! 


3:13 2NU-Text omits who is in heaven. 
3:15 @NU-Text omits not perish but. 


: : Oe ee E M 
| 34 Nicodemus misunderstands, questioning the possibility of a second physical birth. Misunderstand- 


ings occur frequently in John’s Gospel (see 2:19-21; 4:10-14, 30-34; 6:27; 7:37-39; 11:11-15). Christ uses 


| these opportunities to elevate an idea from a superficial or earthly meaning to a heavenly and eternal 
| Meaning, 


35 This birth of water and the Spirit is a direct reference to Christian baptism and the gift of the Holy 


pirit given at chrismation. 
3:6 See note for 1:13. 


3:8 A play on words: the Greek word pneuma means both wind and Spirit. The working of the Holy 
Spirit in the new birth is as mysterious as the source and destination of the blowing wind. Likewise, the 
Spirit moves where He wills and cannot be contained by human ideas or agendas. 

12 According to St. John Chrysostom, earthly things refer to grace and baptism given to man. These 


| *€ earthly, not in the sense of “unspiritual,” but only in the sense that they occur on earth and are 


en to creatures, The heavenly things involve the ungraspable mysteries of the eternal generation of 
€ Son from the Father; they relate to His eternal existence before all time and to God's divine plan of 


| lation for the world. A person first must grasp the ways in which God works among mankind before 


ofan even begin to understand things that pertain to God Himself. | 
day Moses lifted up an image of a serpent to cure the Israelites from deadly bites of poisonous snakes 


Nm 21:4-9). This miracle-working image prefigured Christ being lifted up on the Cross. As believers 
old the crucified Christ in faith, the power of sin and death is overthrown in them. Just as the image 


a Serpent was the weapon that destroyed the power of the serpents, so the instrument of Christ's 


3: 
ih To show the reason the Son must be cruc 
Ge Only for Israel, but for the world. This sing 


“< Baptized: See 4:2. 


death ; Sc 
th becomes the weapon that overthrows death itself, 
ified (“lifted up"—v. 14), Jesus declares God's great love 


le verse expresses the whole of the message of John’s 


demn, man has free will. Thus, he can reject this gift, 


JO HN 3:23 


23Now John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near Salim, because there was much water 
there. And they came and were baptized. 
4For John had not yet been thrown. into 
prison. 

2SThen there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. “And they came \to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have testified—behold, He is baptizing, an 
all are coming to Him!”t ii Í 





27 John answered and said, “A man can re- | 


ceive nothing unless it has been given to 


him from heaven. 2° You yourselves bear me | 


witness, that I said, ‘l:am not:the Christ,’ 
but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 2"9He who 
has the bride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices greatly because of the 


bridegroom's voice. Therefore this jay. of 


mine is fulfilled.t 39He must increase; but i 
must decrease.t 3!1He= who. comes. from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth is 
earthly and speaks of the earth. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. And what 
He has seen and heard, that He testifies: 
and no one receives His testimony. He 
who has received His testimony has certi- 
fied that God is true. #4For He whom God 


SEL ae 





T a 





Father loves the Son, and has given all 
things into. His hand. He who believes in 
the Son has everlasting life; and he who 
does not believe the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him.”t 


os. The Samaritan Woman -- 
(Mt.4:12; Mk 1:14; Lk 4:14) 
Therefore, when the Lord knew that 
~ the Pharisees had heard that Jesus 
made and baptized more disciples than 


| John 2(though Jesus Himself did not bap- 


tize, but His disciples), ?He left Judea and 
departed again to Galilee. ‘But He needed 
to go through Samaria.t 

°9So He came to a city of Samaria which 
is called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.4 Now 
Jacob’s well was there. ‘Jesus therefore, 


being wearied from His journey, sat thus by 


the well. It was about the sixth hour.t 
‘A woman of Samaria came to draw 


| water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 


‘or His disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food, | 
“Then the woman of Samaria said to 
Him, “How is it that You, being. a Jew, aska 
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.t 
‘Jesus answered and said to her, “If you 


has sent speaks the words-of God, for God- knew the gift of-God,- and-who it is-who 
does not give the Spirit by measure: 2°The | says to -you, ‘Give Me .a:drink,’ you. would 





3:26 He is baptizing: See 4:2. 


3:29 John the Baptist is called the friend (the “best man”), while Christ Himself is the bridegroom. The 
bride is the Church, the people of God. John confesses his role in the coming of the Messiah—that he is 
witness to the wedding of Christ and His people, and thus he rejoices in that celebration: 

3:30 John expresses a humility that serves as an example for all believers. He renounces all earthly glory 
and reputation for the sake of Christ. By allowing Christ to increase in him, John himself finds true 
glory. This statement further indicates the end of the old covenant. As the law vanishes, the grace of 
Jesus Christ abounds. John’s declaration is revealed in the liturgical calendar, wherein his birth is cele- 
brated at a time when the sun begins to decrease in the sky (June 24), while Christ's birth is celebrated 


when the sun begins to increase (Dec. 25). 


3:36 John echoes the teaching of Christ Himself (v, 18), Note the absence of the word “alone” in this 
statement of faith.“We do not from this assert that faith alone is sufficient for salvation; the directions 
for living that are given in many places in the Gospels show. this” (JohnChr), See also Jam 2:14-24. 

4:4 Samaria was the region to the north of Jerusalem, between Judea and Galilee. | | 

4:6, 7 The OT does not mention Jacob's well, though Jacob did dwell in the area (Gn 33:19). Wells were 
significant because of their rarity and their value in desert life. Therefore, wells came to symbolize life 
itself (Ps 35:9, 10; 45:4; Is 55:1). This particular well is maintained as a shrine to this day, and pilgrims can 
drink from it. Jesus is wearied from His journey, showing His complete humanity. The sixth hour is 
noontime. This woman is identified in church tradition as St, Photini (see note at 4:28-30), 

4:9 The Samaritans were a mixed race and traditional enemies of the Jews. Although they worshiped 
the God of Israel and were also awaiting the Messiah, they accepted only the first five books of the OT 
(the Pentateuch) as their Scriptures. They had built their own temple on Mt. Gerizim, which the Jews 


destroyed in 128 ac. i| i 
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4:5-42 This passage is read on the fifth Sunday of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman: 
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we asked Him, and He would have giv 
Ou living water. Us 

The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. 





where then do You get that living water? | 


vare You greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and, drank from it 
,imself, as well as his sons and his live- 
stock?” | | 
Jesus answered and said. to her, 
' “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst 
again, but whoever drinks:,of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst. But 
| the water that I shall give him will become 
inhim a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” 
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me 


this water, that I may. not thirst, nor come | 


here to draw.” 
Jesus said to her, “Go,.call your hus- 

band, and come here.”? | 

The woman answered and Said. “I have 
no husband.” 
| Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I 
have no husband,’ !*for you have had five 
| husbands, and the one whom you now have 
is not your husband; in that you spoke 
truly.” 





eternal life. 


divine nature. 
420-24 If Jesus was indeed the expected Prophet 


and elevates the discussion to the manner in w 


nthe Holy Spirit—and in truth—that is in Christ Hi 


SS 
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Salvation is of the Jews (Vv. 22): The Lord 
NWealth of Israel was the school of the 








Nour (v, 21) refers to the death 

*ntecost, which inaugurates the 
he n who speak to you am He is literally 
lan vine Name of God; its use in 
Wer y a mere man was considered blasp 
He (29 Jesus is divine, His use of this Name revea 
Od Incarnate, 






en | 


“When He comes, 
| things.” | 


4:10-14 Living water in the ordinary sense means fresh, flowing water, from a stream or spring rather 
than from a pond or cistern: Christ uses the term to mean the grace of the Holy Spirit that leads to eter- 
nal life (7:37-39). This gift not only remains in a person, but is so abundant it overflows to others. The 
woman misunderstands Christ and asks, “Are You greater than our father Jacob?” In the Scriptures, | 
Jacob is a type of Christ, for he received the vision of the divine ladder (Gn 28:12), which Christ fulfills. © 
Furthermore, just as Jacob gave this well for earthly life, now Christ gives the well of the Holy Spirit for 


* Spirit: God cannot be confined to a particular loca 
Jesus Christ can worship God the Father with purity of heart. 
affirms that true revelation comes from Judaism. “The com- 


knowledge of God for all the nations” (AthanG). More im- 


tantly, Jesus is testifying that the Messiah, who wa 


Nong the J hile 1 ift of salvation in Christ | 
EE ma a and Resurrection of Christ and to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 


worship of the new covenant. 
translated “I-AM [Gr. ego eimi], who speak to you." “| AM" is 
dicates a theophany, or revelation of God Himself. The use of this 

| hemy and punishable by death (see 8:58; Mk 14:62). How- 

Is His unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit; indeed, 


_JOHN 4:27 


\9The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive 
that You are a prophet. 2°Our fathers wor- 
shiped on this mountain, and you Jews say 
that in Jerusalem is the place where one 
ought to worship.”t — if | 
21.Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, 
the hour is coming when you will neither 
on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father. 22You worship what you do 
not know; we know what we worship, for 
salvation is of the Jews. 2?But the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true wor- 
shipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth: for the Father is seeking such to wor- 
ship Him. 24God is Spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit. and 
. 28The woman said to Him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (whois called Christ). 
He will tell us all 








26Jesus said to 
am 'He.”t 
«=. The Harvest Is Ready «>. 
(Mt 4:13-17; Mk 1:14, 15; Lk 4:14, 15) 
27And. at this point His disciples came, 
and they marveled that He talked with a 


her, “I-who speak to you 





4:16-19 Since Jesus perceived she was living with a man without being married, and as He knew of her 
string of husbands, the woman perceives He Is a prophet. As the Samaritans did not accept any 

prophets after Moses, the only prophet they expected was the Messiah whom Moses foretold <3 
(Dt 18:15-18). Christ's insight into people's hearts, reported many times in the Gospels, underscores His 


(see previous note), then He could settle the histori- _ 
al argument about where worship was to take place. Jesus refuses to answer such an earthly question 

. hich people ought to worship. Even more importantly, 

He turns th nti rship: God Himself. The Father is worshiped in spirit—that is, 

e attention to the One we worship: God AIMselr. 5 worsniped In sp ' 
R mself (14:6) and according to Christ's revelation. God 
tion. Those who receive the Holy Spirit and believe 


s prophesied among the Jews, has risen from 
s to all nations, it has come from within Judaism. 


JOHN 4:28 


woman; yet no one said, “What do You 
seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?”t 

28The woman then left her waterpot, went 
her way into the city, and said to the men, t 
29*Come, see a Man who told me all things 
that I ever did: Could this be the Christ?” 
Then they went out of the city and came 
to Him. 

31In the meantime His disciples urged 
Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”t 

32But He said to them, “I have food to eat 
of which you do not know.” 

33Therefore the disciples said to one an- 
other, “Has anyone brought Him anything 
to eat?” 

34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the 











39And many of the Samaritans of that 
city believed in Him because of the word of 
the woman who testified, “He told me all 
that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans 
had come to Him, they urged Him to stay 
with them; and He stayed there two days. 
41And many more believed because of His 
own word. 

42Then they said to the woman, “Now we 
believe, not because of what you said, for 
we ourselves have heard Him and we know 
that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of 
the world.’t 
43Now after the two days He departed 


| from there and went to Galilee. 44For Jesus 


Himself testified that a prophet has no 


will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His | honor in his own country.t So when He 
work. *Do you not say, ‘There are still four | came to Galilee, the Galileans received 
months and then comes the harvest’? | Him, having seen all the things He did in 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and | jerusalem at the feast; for they also had 
look at the fields, for they are already white | gone to the feast.t 

for harvest!t And he who reaps receives 

wages, and gathers fruit for eterna! life. | «=. A Nobleman’s Son Is Healed =~ 
that both he who sows and he who reaps | So Jesus came again to Cana of 
may rejoice together.t °7For in this the say- | Galilee where He had made the water 
ing is true: ‘One sows and another reaps. wine. And there was a certain nobleman 
38] sent you to reap that for which you have 





not labored; others have labored, and you | 
have entered into their labors.” 


| 4:42 2NU-Text omits the Christ. 





4:27 They marveled not only that Jesus spoke with a Samaritan, but that He was speaking with an un- 
accompanied woman, which was potentially scandalous. For further instances of the Lord’s dealings . 
with women, see 7:53—8:11; 11:20-33; 20:11-18 (see also Lk 8:1-3). 

4:28-30 The Samaritan woman becomes an early evangelist, testifying to the advent of Christ and 
bringing others to Him (v. 39). According to an early tradition, after the Resurrection she was baptized 
with the name Photini, “the enlightened one.” Along with her two sons and five daughters, she went 
to Carthage to spread the gospel. She was later martyred with her family under the emperor Nero by 
being thrown into a well. The Church remembers her on March 20 and on the fourth Sunday of 
Pascha. 

4:31-34 On misunderstandings in John's Gospel, see note at 3:4. Christ fulfills His role as Messiah by 
doing the will of the Father; therefore this is His food. This also teaches us we are to perform the will of 
God in our lives without being distracted by earthly cares (6:27; see also Mt 4:4; 6:25-33). 

4:35 Behold: According to St. John Chrysostom, this command to look was given because the towns- 
people were approaching, ready and eager to believe in Jesus. Christ compares these foreigners (rela- 
tive to the Jews) to fields ready for harvest. This command is also to all believers to look to those 
around us and to share the gospel with anyone wanting to hear it, regardless of race or ethnicity. 
4:36-38 St. John Chrysostom teaches those who sow and those who reap are the prophets of the OT 
and the apostles, respectively. The prophets sowed in preparation for the coming of the Messiah, but 
did not see His coming and thus did not reap. The apostles did not do the preparation, but would draw 
thousands to Christ in their own lifetimes. 

4:42 That these foreigners are among the first to recognize Jesus as the Savior of the world shows the 
gospel is for all people in every nation. 

4:44 His own country is Galilee (1:46; 2:1; 7:42, 52; 19:19). | 

4:45 Galileans were present at Jerusalem during the Passover (2:13-25), when Jesus performed many — 
signs. While the Galileans received Christ having seen His signs, St. John Chrysostom gives greater credit 
to the Samaritans for accepting Christ based on words alone without the accompanying signs (see also 
20:29), 
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whose son was sick at Capernaum.t 
when he heard that Jesus had come out 

Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and 
implored Him to come down and heal his 
son, for he was at the point of death. 
«Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you peo- 
ple see signs and wonders, you will by no 
means believe.”! 

The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come 
gown before my child dies!” 

“Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your 
son lives.” So the man believed the word 


that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his | 4° 
stirred. up the water; 


way. !And as he was now going down, his 
servants met him and told him, saying, 
‘Your son lives!” 

2Then he inquired of them the hour 
when he got better. And they said to him. 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him.” 5S0 the father Knew that it was at 
the same hour in which Jesus said to him, 
“Your son lives.” And he himself believed; 
and his whole housenold. 
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“This again is the second sign Jesus did 





| when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 


= A Paralytic Is Healed 7- 

After this there was a feast of the 

Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusa- 
lem.t@ 2Now there is in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep. Gate a pool, which is called in 
Hebrew, Bethesda,’ having five porches.t 
3In these lay a great multitude of sick peo- 
ple, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the 
moving of the water. 4For an angel went 
down at a certain time into the pool and 
then whoever 
stepped in first, after the stirring of the 
water, was made well of whatever disease 
he had.4 “Now a certain man was there 
who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.t 
6When Jesus saw him lying there, and 


knew that he already had been in that 


5:2 aNU-Text reads Bethzatha. 5:44NU-Text 
omits waiting for the moving of the water at 


| the end of verse 3, and all of verse 4. 





4:46-54 This is the second sign (v. 54). reported in John's Gospel (see note at 2:1-11), Having revealed 
He can see into the hearts of people from a distance (1:45-48), the Lord now demonstrates He can heal 
from a distance, showing His divine power knows no earthly limits. While there are certain similarities 
between this sign and the miracle recorded in Mt 8:5-13, there are many crucial differences; these are 


dearly two different encounters. 


4:48 Christ is admonishing the people in general (you in this verse is plural both times) and not merely 
the nobleman. Faith based on miraculous works alone is insufficient for salvation; this kind of incom- 
plete faith quickly turns to scorn should the miracles cease (19:15). 

4:49-53 The nobleman’s concern is clearly for his child, though his faith in Christ is weak. He does not 
understand that Christ is Lord over illness even from a distance, nor does he grasp that Jesus would 
have the power to heal even if the child were to die. Finally, he inquires about the timing of the heal- 
Ng (v. 52), still not completely trusting the Lord's authority. Only after all is confirmed do he and his 
Whole household believe (v. 53). Thus, in healing the child from a distance, Jesus heals not only the 


dy of the child, but the soul of the nobleman. 


5:1-15 This healing is the third sign in John's Gospel (see note at 2:1-11) and exemplifies the divine 
Power to restore a person to wholeness. The Fathers teach this feast is the OT Pentecost (also called the 


Feast of Weeks”), which celebrates the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai. The references to the Law of 
oses later in this chapter confirm this interpretation, | 
‘2-4 This double-basin pool, believed to have curative powers, has been discovered about 100 yards 
“orth of the temple area, near the Sheep Gate. The water for this high-ground pool came from under- 
Jround springs and was used to wash down the sacrificial lambs before they were slain. 
The pool functions as a type of Christian baptism. Under the old covenant, a great multitude (v. 3) 
| Neited to enter the water for physical healing after an angel touched it (v. 4). The waters were special 
"that they were a way of indirectly participating in the animal sacrifices of the temple, since the ani- 
Mals Were washed in the same water. Yet the grace was limited to the first person to enter. Under the 
“ie covenant, baptism is given to all nations asia direct participation in Christ's own sacrificial death 
Hom 6:3-6) ORA the mediation of angels. Baptism thus grants healing of the soul and the promise 
Be Mal resurrection of the body, and its grace In inexhaustible, 
ty According to St. John Chrysostom, Jesus singled out the man who had waited for thirty-eight years 
in. der to teach us to have perseverance, and as a judgment against those who lose hope or patience 
uch lesser troubles lasting a far shorter time. 
is read on the fourth Sunday of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Paralytic. 










5:1. 
1-15 This passage 


JOHN 5:7 


condition a one time, e, He said to hiti “Do 
you want to be made well?”t 

7The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have 
no man to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up; but while I am coming, 
another steps down before me.” 

8Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed 
and walk.” °And immediately the’ man was 
made well, took up his bed, and walked. 

And that day was the Sabbath. !"The 
Jews therefore said to him who was cured, 
“It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to 
carry your bed.”t | 

He answered them, “He who made me 
well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and 
walk.’ ” 

l2Then they asked him, “Who is the Man 
who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and 





walk?” 13But the one who was ‘healed did | 


not know who it was, for Jesus had with- 
drawn, a multitude being in that piace. 


l4Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, | 5 
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and sald to si “See, you whave been mada 
well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
upon you.”t 

The: man departed and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well.t 


-». Father and Son Work Together 7. 
l6For this reason the Jews persecuted 


Jesus, and sought to kill Him,? because He 


had done these things on the Sabbath.t 
17But Jesus answered them, “My Father has 
been working until now, and I have been 
working’4 

i8Therefore the Jews sought all the more 
to kill Him, because He not only broke the 
Sabbath, but also said that God was His 
Father, making Himself equal with God. 
\9Then Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the 
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“'6 23NU-Text omits and sought to kill Him. 
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5:6, 7 The Lord's question is relevant for many reasons. (1) It made public the fact that the sick man 
kept his faith even iñ a situation that was seer ingly hopeless, for how could aparalytic ever be the first 
into the water? (2) The Lord draws attention away irom the water and toward the need we have for a 
man to help us. This is fulfilled in Christ Himself, who became Man to'heal all. (3) Not everyone who is 
ill actually desires healing. Sadly, some may prefer to remain infirm in order to have license to eee 
to avoid responsibility for their lives, or to continue exciting the pity of others. 

5:10-12 Although the Law itself does not specifically forbid the carrying of burdens on the Sabbath, 
this is prohibited in Jer 17:23 and explicitly forbidden in rabbinical teachings. That Christ is Lord over 
the Sabbath is made clear by His command (v. 8) and by the man’s obedience (v. 9; see also Mt 12:1-8 
and notes). As is often the case in John’s Gospel, the term Jews here refers to the leaders and not to the 
people in general (see note at'2:18-21). Notice the malice of these leaders, for they focus solely on the 
Sabbath violation, asking the man, “Who is the Man Kon said to you, ‘Take up your bed’?” but ignor- 


ing altogether the miraculous healing. 


5:14 That the man was found in the temple shows his great faith, for he Had gone there directly to © 
thank God for his cure rather than departing to someone’s home or to the marketplace. 

Sin no more: While there is a general connection between sin and suffering (Rom 6:23), this connec- 
tion is not always one-to-one, for the innocent often suffer, and the guilty are often spared earthly suf- 
ferings (see also 9:1-3). Nevertheless, sometimes our sins lead directly to our own suffering in this 
world; according to St. John Chrysostom, this was the case with this paralytic. Christ's warning here, - 
however, is that the sins that destroy the soul lead to a far worse result than an affliction of the body. 


The only hope is to flee from sin altogether. 


5:15 The man does not report Jesus to the leaders of the Jews in a malicious way, but as a witness to 
Christ's goodness. For even though these leaders were only interested in the violation of the Sabbath 
(v. 12), the healed man emphasizes that it was Jesus who had made im well, saying nothing about 


carrying his bed. 


5:16-30 When Jesus declares God to be My Father, the Jews clearly anaeftand this implies absolute 


equality (vv. 17, 18). That the Son can do nothing of Himself (v. 19) proves that His every act and word | is 
in complete unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. This discourse reveals that the Father and the Son 
are completely united in nature, will, and action, Thus, the Son fully shares the divine attributes of both 
giving life and executing judgment. Christ's judgment (v. 22) is based on both faith (v. 24) and works 


(v. 29). 
~(T)~ 3 
5:17-30; 6:35-44, 48-54 This passage is read on days commemorating the departed. 
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, | father do; for whatever He does, the Son | witness of Me, and'I know that the witness 
a| also does in like manner. “For the Father | which He witnesses of Me is true. You 
pves the Son, and shows Him all things | have sent to John, and he has borne wit- 
\ | that He Himself does; and He will show | ness to the truth, 34Yet I do not receive tes- 
|| Him greater works than these, that ‘you | timony from man, but I say these things 
ay marvel. *\FOr as the Father raises the | that you may be saved. 35He was the burn- 
ead and gives life to them, even so the Son | ing and shining lamp, and you were willing 
i | gives life to whom He will. For the Father | for a time to rejoice in his light. But I have 
i| judges no one, but has committed all judg- | a greater witness than John’s; for the 
t| ment to the Son, that all should honor the | works which the Father has given Me to 
i| Son just as they honor the Father. He who | finish—the very works that I do—bear wit- 
, | does not honor the Son does not honor the | ness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. 
Father who sent Him. 37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has 
4“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who | testified of Me. You have neither heard His 
hears My word and believes in Him who | voice at any time, nor seen His form. 38But 
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not | you do not have His word abiding in you, 
come into judgment, but has passed from | because whom He sent, Him you do not be- 
death into life. Most assuredly, I say to | lieve. 39You search the Scriptures, for in 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when | them you think you have eternal life; and 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of | these are they which testify of Me. But 
God; and those who-‘hear will live.* 26For as | you are not willing to come to Me that you 
the Father has life in Himself, so He has | may have life. 
granted the Son to have life in Himself, 41“T-do not receive honor from men. #But 
“and has given Him authority to execute | I know you, that you do not have the love of 
judgment also; because He is the Son of | God in you. 8I have come in’ My Father’s 
Man.28Do not marvel at this: for the hour is | name; and you do not receive Me; if an- 
coming in which ail who are in the graves | other comes in his own name, him you will 
will hear His voice and come forth—those | receive: “How can you believe, who receive 
who have done good, to the resurrection of honor. from one another, and_do not seek 
ife, and those who have done evil, to the | the honor that comes from the only God? 
resurrection of condemnation. 39I can of | 45Do not think that I shall accuse you to the 
Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and | Father; there is one who accuses you— 
My judgment is righteous, because I do not | Moses, in whom you trust. 46For if you be- 
| Seek My own will but the will of the Father | lieyed Moses, you would believe Me; for he 
who sent Me.t | wrote about Me. 47But if you do not believe 
"If I bear witness of Myself, My. witness | his- writings, how- will you_ believe My 
6 not true.t 32There is another who bears | words?” ouai, ọ SNA 


525 The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God: The dead 
fers both to the spiritually'dead, who will find life in Christ, and to the physically dead, who will rise 
Ane general resurrection. Christ confirms this statement by raising Lazarus from the dead (11:38-44) 
fore going to His own death. Verses 24-30 are read at the Orthodox funeral service, confirming the 
Me reward for those who fall asleep in faith: | : s ; ‘ ) 3 ; ‘ 
a The divine will i mon to the three Persons of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—for'a 
; iy are the ane e nature. When the Son is said to obey the Father, this refers to His human - 

| th” Which Christ assumed at His Incarnation. Christ freely aligned His human will in every aspect with 

) i divine will of the Father (see note at 6:38), and we are called to do likewise. | 

a 47 How could Christ’s witness ever be untrue? It cannot (see 8:14). Rather, Jesus is anticipating the 

| ih Ent and speaking the thoughts of the Jewish leaders (he does the same thing in Lk 4:23). In Jew- 

| Hie adition, a valid testimony requires two witnesses (Dt 17:6), Jesus offers four witnesses to confirm 
i entity as Messiah and as Son of God: (1) God the Father (wv. 32, 37, 38); (2) John the Baptist 
lest 3-35) (3) His own works (v. 36); and (4) the OT Scriptures, sorouan which Moses ana others gave 


Ony (w, 39-47), 
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= Feeding of the Five Thousand > | | down.” Now there was much grass in the 
(Mt 14:13-21; Mk 6:30-44; Lk 9:10-17) place. ne ae aan i aon: in puna 

After these things Jesus went over the | &bout five thousand. !!An Jesus took the 

| Gun gt Ona SUK the Sea of | loaves, and when He had given thanks He 
Tiberias.t 2Then x ereat multitude fol- distributed them to the disciples, and the 
lowed Him, because they saw His signs | disciples? to those sitting down; and like- 
which He performed on those who were | WiS€ o the mee ob ate AAU 
diseased.t 3And Jesus went up on the| .°0 When they were filled, He said to His 
mountain, and there He sat with His disci- | ËSCİP1es, “Gather up the fragments that re- 
ples a Ovi | ) main, so that nothing is lost.” 13Therefore 
IN fe. | they gathered them up, and filled twelve 
TOEN ER G aa a Bi e baskets with the fragments of the five bar- 


; i ; ley loaves which were left over by those 
and seeing a great multitude coming to- | Who had eaten. “Then those men, when 


ward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall | they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, 
we buy bread, that these may eat?” ®But | «this is truly the Prophet who is to come 
this He said to test, him, for He Himself | into the world.”t 
knew what He would do. 
7Philip answered Him, “Two hundred = Walking on Rough Seas .=- 
denarii worth. of bread is not sufficient for (Mt 14:22-33; Mk 6:45-52) 
them, that every one of them may havea ‘Therefore when Jesus perceived that 
little.” they were about to come and take Him by 
One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon force to make Him king, He departed again 
Peter’s brother, said to Him, °“There is a lad | to the mountain by Himself alone. 
here who has five barley loaves and two | _'*Now when evening came, His disciples 
small fish, but what are they among so | = 


many? pera _ | 6:11*NU-Text omits to the disciples, and the 
l0Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit | disciples. | 


6:1-71 This chapter parallels the story of the Passover and Exodus of Israel from Egypt in several impor- 
tant ways. 

(1) In the Exodus account (Ex 11—17), God first performed His signs against Pharaoh, then gave in- 
structions on how to be saved at the time of the Passover (Ex 11:1—12:14). In this passage, the multi- 
tudes follow Christ because of His signs (v. 2), and this too takes place at Passover (v. 4). 

(2) In the Exodus, the Jews were said to eat unleavened bread because they were hastily driven out 
of Egypt and had brought no provisions for themselves (Ex 12:39). Here, Jesus feeds the multitudes with 
earthly bread because they had brought no provisions, having rushed out to see Him (vv. 2-14). 

(3) In the Exodus, Moses leads the people across the Red sea, Walking on dry ground in the midst of 
the water (Ex 14:15-31). Here, Christ sends His disciples across the sea (v. 17) and then walks on the sea 
(v. 19) as if it were dry ground. kA 

(4) In the Exodus, God fed His people manna and gave them drink from a miraculous water source 
(Ex 16:1—17:7). Here, Christ declares Himself to be the true food and drink, the true bread that has 
come down from heaven (vv. 48-58). 

These parallels show that Christ our God is the fulfillment of the old covenant, and that the breaking 
of His body and the shedding of His blood, which free mankind from the slavery of sin, fulfill the sacri- 
fice of the Passover lambs (1:29), which brought the people out of slavery into the Promised Land. 
6:2-14 The feeding of the multitude is the fourth of our Lord's signs reported by John (see note 2:1-11) 
and is recorded in all four Gospels, On the parallel between this sign and the story of Israel's Exodus, 
see note 6:1-71 above. The description of Christ as He took the loaves, gave thanks (Gr. eucharisto), and 
distributed them (v, 11) prefigures the celebration of the Eucharist, See notes at Mt 14:14-21. 

6:5-9 Christ tests Philip to increase his faith (v. 5), for Philip needed help in understanding Him 
(14:8-10). Two hundred denarii corresponds to over six months' wages for a laborer. Andrew has 
greater faith than Philip: knowing the prophet Elisha had multiplied bread for 100 men (4Kg 4:42-44), 
he offers the food brought by a certain lad. Nevertheless, Andrew is still weak in faith, questioning 
what a mere five loaves could do for the number of people there (v. 9). 

6:14, 15 Though Jesus had performed greater signs than this, these crowds were so desirous of an 
earthly Messiah that they declared Jesus to be the expected Prophet (Dt 18:15-19) only when they were 
filled with earthly things (see v, 26). Because of this misunderstanding, Jesus departed from them. 
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) ERR nner OK) 
“ent down to the sea,t got into the boat, 
and went over the sea toward Capernaum. 
and it was already dark, and Jesus had not 
some tO them. !®Then the sea arose because 
great wind was blowing. '°So when they 
nad rowed about three or four miles,” they 
aw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing 
near the boat; and they were afraid. But 
ye said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 
Then they willingly received Him into the 
poat, and immediately the boat was at the 
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3l1Qur fathers ate the manna in the desert; 
as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.’ 

Then Jesus said to them, “Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, Moses did not give 
you the bread from heaven, but My Father 
gives you the true bread from heaven. For 
the bread of God is He who comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

~%4Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us 
this bread always.” 
| and where they were going. And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread 
| | of life. He who comes to Me shall never 
œ~ Work for Heavenly Bread => | hunger, and he who believes in Me shall 
2On the following day, when the people | never thirst. 36But I said to you that you 
who were Standing on the other side of the | have seen Me and yet do not believe. 37All 
sea saw that there was no other boat there, | that the Father gives Me will come to Me, 
except that one which His disciples had en- | and the one who comes to Me I will by no 
tered, and that Jesus had not entered the | means cast out. 38For I have come down 
boat with His disciples, but His disciples | from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 
had gone away alone— “showever, other | will of Him who sent Me.t 39This is the will 
boats came from Tiberias, near the place | of the Father who sent Me, that of all He 
where they ate bread after the Lord had | has given Me I should lose nothing, but 
given thanks— when the people therefore | should raise it up at the last day. “And this 
saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disci- | is the will of Him who sent Me, that every- 
ples, they also got info boats and came to | one who Sees the Son and believes in Him 
| Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25And when | may have everlasting life; and I will raise 
they found Him on the other side of the sea, | him up at the last day.” 
they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You “The Jews then complained about Him, 
come here?” because He said; “I am the bread which came 
_ *Jesus answered them and said, “Most | down from heaven.” *And they said, “Is not 
assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not be- | this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
Cause you saw the signs, but because you | and mother we know? How is it then that He 
ate of the loaves and were filled.t 27Do not | Says. ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 


og for the food which perishes, but for sœ Eat His Flesh, Drink His Blood > 
he food which endures to everlasting life, a jesusitherefore answered andesite 


Which the Son of Man will give you, be- ‘ 

ise God the Father has set His seal on | uno one can come to Me unless the Father 
¿who sent Me draws him; and I will raise 

him up at the last day, “It is written in the 

„prophets, And they shall all be taught by 

God,"* Therefore everyone who has heard 

and learned? from the Father comes to Me. 
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j Then they said to Him, “What shall we 

2 at'we may work the works of God?” 

i Jesus answered and said to them, “This 
the work of God, that you believe in Him 


iOm He sent” 
dis Jesus, the Bread of Life «>. 
| Wil] erefore they said to Him, “What sign 


ind ju, Perform then, that we may see It | 
elieve You? What work will You do? 
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6:19 “Literally twenty-five or thirty stadia 

6:22 *NU-Text omits that and which His disci- 
ples had entered. 6:31 "Exodus 16:4; 
Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 77:24 6:45 "Isaiah 54:13 
| (DM-Text reads hears and has learned. 








i fy . i - = 
| ng This is the fifth sign recorded by John (see note at 2:1-1 1): On the parallel between this sign 
b; *rael's crossing of the Red Sea, see note on 6:1-71, See also note at Mt 14:27. 


bgp, Note on 6:14, 15. | | 
Sith E Y Own will: Since Christ has two natures, He has two wills—the divine will and a human will. The 
"ot “Umenical Council, held at Constantinople (ad 680-681), proclaims these two wills of Christ do 

Wj Ork contrary to one another, but rather "His human will follows, not resisting nor reluctant, but 

| ‘© His divinity and to His omnipotent will.” See notes at 1:14; 5:30. | 
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cept He who is from God; He has seen the 
Father, 47Most assuredly, I say to you, he 
who believes in Me? has everlasting life. 48I 
am the bread of life. 49Your fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
\0This is the bread which comes down from 
heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. 
J] am the living bread which came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 
he will live forever; and the bread that I 


shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for- 


the life of the world.”t 

52The Jews therefore quarreled among 
themselves, saying, “How can this Man 
give us His flesh to eat?” 

5Then Jesus said to them, “Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you 
have no life in you.t °*Whoever eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, 


and I will raise him up at the last day. For | 


My flesh is food indeed,* and’ My blood 1s 
drink indeed. “He who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood abides in Me, and | in him. 
57 As the living Father sent Me, and | live be- 
cause of the Father, so he who feeds: on.Me 
will live because of Me. °*This:is the breaa 
which came down: from heaven—not as 
your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. 
He who eats this bread will live forever.’ 


These things He said in the synagogue | 


as He taught in Capernaum. 


= The Words of Eternal Life m- 
60Therefore many of His disciples, when 
they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying; 
who can understand it?”t 


1436 


46Not that anyone has seen the Father, ex- | 


6lWhen Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples complained about this, He said 
to them, “Does this offend you? What 
then if you should see the Son of Man as- 
cend where He was before? It is the 
Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 
nothing. The words that I speak to you are 
spirit, and they are life. ®**But there are 
some of you who do not. believe.” For 
Jesus knew from the beginning who they 
were who did not believe, and who would 
betray Him. And He said, “Therefore I 
have said to you that no one can come to 
Me unless it has been granted to him by 
My Father.” 
66From that time many of His disciples 
went back and walked with Him no more. 
67Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you 
| also want to go away?” 
| 68But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, 
| to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
| eternal life.t 68Also we have come to believe 
and know that You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 
70Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose 


| 
i 





| you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 
| nHe spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of 
| Simon, for. it was he who would betray 
| Him, being one of the twelve. 


=. Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles 7- 
After these things Jesus walked in 
Galilee; for He did not want to walk in 

Judea, because the Jews? sought to kill 


6:47 *NU-Text omits in Me. 6:55 4NU-Text 
reads true food and true drink. 6:698NU-Text | 
reads You are the Holy One of God. 7:1 4That 
is, the ruling authorities 





6:51-59 The eucharistic significance of this passage is indisputable. Our Lord’s declaration that He is 
Himself the living bread that gives life reveals the Mystical Supper of the NT Church. John never reports 
the details of the Last Supper (such as the “words of institution” recorded in Lk 22:19, 20); instead, he 
reveals the significance and truth of these events (events that were already known to his hearers) by 
reporting here Christ’s own words. See notes at Mt 26:26-28 and Lk 22:19, 20. : Sr 
6:53-56 Christ was crucified in the flesh and His blood was shed on the Cross, and on the third day He 
was raised in a glorified state. We receive the grace of Christ's sacrificial offering by coming to Him in 
faith (v. 35) and by receiving Holy Communion in faith. In Communion, we truly eat His flesh and drink 
His blood, and this grants the faithful eternal life (v. 54), with Christ abiding in us and us in Him (v. 56). 


“There is no room left for any doubt about the reality of His flesh and blood, because we have both the 


witness of His words and our own faith, Thus when we eat and drink these elements, we are in Christ 


and Christ is in us” (HilryP). 


6:60-66 Even His disciples took Christ's teaching on His Body and Blood as a hard saying (v. 60), and 
many walked with Him no more (v. 66). To this day, there are still those who reject Christ's own words 
concerning the sacramental eating of His Body and drinking of His Blood, and thus do not walk in His 
teaching, Because of the difficulty of grasping the depth of this Mystery, many attempt either to define 
its nature rationally or to explain away Christ's words altogether, giving them a purely metaphorical 
meaning. Either extreme is dubious; to reject this sacramental teaching is to reject the witness of the 
Scriptures and the unanimous teaching of the Church throughout history. See note at Lk 22:19, 20. 


6:68, 69 See note at Mt 16:13-20 and Lk 9:20. 
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jo Him, “Depart from here and go into 


| chow Yourself to the world,” 5For even His 


|) openly, but as it were in secret.t !'Then the 
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| not yet come, but your time is always ready. 


| paining among the people concerning 
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E iinan EH rig ty 
“m.t 2Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles | 
was al hand.t 3His brothers therefore said 


ae JOHN 7:27 
doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 
If anyone wills to do His will, he shall 
know concerning the doctrine, whether it is 
from God or whether | speak on My own 
authority.t 18He who speaks from himself 
seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the 
glory of the One who sent Him is true, and 
no unrighteousness is in Him. !9Did not 
Moses give you the law, yet none of you 
keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill 
Me?” 

0The people answered and said, “You 
have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?” 

21 Jesus answered and said to them, “I did 
one work, and you all marvel. 22Moses 
therefore gave you circumcision (not that it 
| is from Moses, but from the fathers), and 
you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 2If a 
man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, 
so that the law of Moses should not be bro- 
ken, are you angry with Me because I made 
a Man completely well on the Sabbath?t 
“Do not judge according to appearance, 
but judge with righteous judgment.” 

Now. some of them from Jerusalem 
said, “Is this not He whom they seek to kill? 
“But look! He speaks boldly, and they Say 
æ. Jesus Teaches at the Feast s7- nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed 

“Now about the middle of the feast Jesus | that this is truly the Christ? 27However, we 
went up into the temple and taught. ‘And | know where this Man is from; but when the 
the Jews marveled, saying, “How does this 7:8 #NU-Text omits yet. 7:164NU-Text and 
Man know letters, having never studied?” 


| M-Text read So Jesus. 7:26"NU-Text omits 
“Jesus? answered them and said, “My | truly. 





judea, that Your disciples also may see the 
works that You are doing.t 4For no one does 
anything in secret while he himself seeks to 
pe known openly. If You do these things, 


prothers did not believe in Him. 
‘Then Jesus said to them, “My time has 


The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me 
because I testify of it that its works are evil. 
‘you go up to this feast. I am not yeta going 
up to this feast, for My time has not yet 
fully come.” “When He had said these 
things to them, He remained in Galilee. 
“But when His brothers had gone up, 
then He also went up to the feast, not 


Jews sought Him at the feast. and Said, 
“Where is He?” !2A nd there was much com- 


Him. Some said, “He is good”: others Said, 
‘No, on the contrary, He deceives the peo- 
ple.” '3However, no one spoke openly of 
Him for fear of the Jews. 





a 








1:1 This section (7:1—1 0:21) tells of our Lord’s visit to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (v. 2); the 
entire section covers eight days. At this festival during the last year of His earthly life, Jesus taught in 
he temple and attracted a great deal of public attention, Some thought Him mad (v. 20): others be- 
“ved Him to be the Messiah (vv. 31, 40); and still others (such as the Sadducees and the Pharisees) con- 
ered Him to be a threat (vv. 32, 45-52). The Jews who sought to kill Him (v. 1) are the religious lead- 
“Isand not the people in general. | | | 

‘2 The Feast of Tabernacles (Heb. succoth) is an eight-day autumn harvest festival commemorating the 
ne when Israel wandered in the wilderness of Sinai and the people lived in tents, or tabernacles. 

°ng with Passover and Pentecost, this was one of the three most important festivals of the ancient. 
"s; it included numerous sacrifices and celebrations (Lv 23:33-43), In later times, the final day of this 
east also included drawing water from the pool of Siloam to be mixed with wine and poured at the 
tof the altar, both as a purification and in remembrance of the water flowing from the rock that 
oses struck (Ex 17:1-7). It further included the lighting of great lamps in the outer court of the temple 
~ Notes for vv, 37-39; 8:12; see also 2Mc 10:5-9), 

“Brothers: See note at Mt 12:46-50.. 

l: Not Pied not with a grand, public entrance as on Palm Sunday (12:12-16). i 

I The simple desire to know and follow God's will is the key to understanding it. Spiritual blindness 
ames rom unwillingness to know God or to recognize His authority. St. John Chrysostom paraphrases 
“fri IN this way: UR ourselves of wickedness: the anger, the envy, and the hatred which have arisen 
"Your hearts gidei rovocation, against Me. Then you will have no difficulty in realizing that My 
ords are actually th a of God. As it is, these passions darken your understanding and distort sound 
mi Ent, If you ore these passions, you will no longer be afflicted in this way. 


a Sabbath: See note at Mt 12:3-5. 


A 


JOHN 7:28 


Christ comes, no one knows where He is 
from.”t 

28Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in 
the temple, saying, “You both know Me, 
and you know where I am from; and | 
have not come of Myself, but He who sent 
Me is true, whom you do not Know. 2°But@ 
I know Him, for 1 am from Him, and He 
sent Me.” 





but no one laid a hand on Him, because 


His hour had not yet come.t 3?!And many 


of the people believed in Him, and said, 
“When the Christ comes, will He do more 
signs than these which this Man has 
done?” | 

32The Pharisees heard the crowd mur- 
muring these things concerning Him, and 
the Pharisees and the chief priests sent of- 
ficers to take Him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “I shall be with you a little while 
longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me.t 
34You will seek Me and not find Me, and 
where | am you cannot come.” 

29>Then the Jews said among them- 


selves, “Where does He intend to go that | =: i | 
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, 
“Why have you not brought Him?”t 


we shall not find Him? Does He intend to 
go to the Dispersion among the Greeks 
and teach the Greeks?t 36What is this 
thing that He said, ‘You will seek Me and 
not find Me, and where I am you cannot 
come’?” 


7:27 We know where this Man is from: The crowds are mistaken, both in an earthly sense and in a di- 
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e The Promise of Pentecost 7- 

370n the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 


| drink.t2 38He who believes in Me, as the 


Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.” **But this He spoke 
concerning the Spirit, whom those be- 


| < | lieving? in Him would receive; for the Holy’? 
30Therefore they sought to take Him; | 


Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. . 


~ Reaction to Jesus’ Teaching = 


40Therefore many’ from the crowd, when 
they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is the 
Prophet.’t 4!Others said, “This is the Christ.” 

But some Said, “Will the Christ come out 
of Galilee?t Has not the Scripture said 
that the Christ comes from the seed of 
David. and from the town of Bethlehem, 
where David was?” *#So there was a diyi- 
sion among the people because of Him. 
“Now some of them wanted to take Him, 
but no one laid hands on Him. | 

Then the officers came to the chie 


7:29 °*NU-Text and M-Text omit But. 7:33 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit to them, 7:39 ®NU-Text 
reads who believed. »NU-Text omits Holy. 
7:40 «NU-Text reads some. 





vine sense: Humanly speaking, they think of Jesus as being from Nazareth of Galilee; they are not 
aware that He was actually born in Bethlehem (v. 42; see Lk 2:1-7). Beyond this, they cannot compre- 
hend that He has come from the Father in Heaven, eternally begotten before all ages, and thus His di- 


vine “origin” remains unknown to them as well. 


7:30 His hour is the time of His suffering and death. Christ is the Lord over time, an authority possessed 
by God alone. He comes to His Cross of His own free will and in His time, and not according to the plots 


of men (see 8:20; 10:39). 


7:33, 34 This statement refers to the Lord’s death, Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven. 

7:35 Among the Greeks means among the Gentiles. This unwitting prophecy points to the time after - 
His Ascension when Christ's name will be preached among the Gentiles by the apostles. 

7:37-39 The last day, that great day of the feast was the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles. The 
ceremony of the drawing of water (see note for v. 2) provides the context for the Lord's words, “If any- 
one thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” The living water (v. 38) is the gift of the Holy Spirit (v. 39) 


and the new life that accompanies this gift. 


7:40 The Prophet refers to the expected Messiah, the Savior Moses foretold would come (Dt 18:15-19). 
7:41-43 Bethlehem was the town from which the Christ was expected to come (Mic 5:2; see note for v. 27). 
7:45-49 The chief priests had sent officers of the temple to arrest Jesus in the middle of the Feast 

(v, 32). By the time the last day had arrived (v. 37), no arrest had been made, because these officers had 
been converted by the Lord's teaching. The Pharisees and the scribes who had “witnessed the miracles 
and read the Scriptures derived no benefit” from either. These officers, on the other hand, even though 
they could claim none of this learning, were “captivated by a single sermon," When the mind is open, 
“there is no need for long speeches. Truth is like that” VohnChr), = einiagtess 
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7:37-52; 8:12 This passage is read on Pentecost (Trinity Sunday), the seventh Sunday after Pascha (Easter). 
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«The officers answered, “No man ever 
spoke like this Man!” 

“Then the Pharisees answered them, 
„re you also deceived? ‘8Have any of the 
rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him? 
But this crowd that does not know the law 
is accursed.” 

Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them) said to them,t 
‘Does our law judge a man before it hears 
him and Knows what he is doing?” | 

2They answered and said to him, “Are 
you also from Galilee? Search and look, for 
no prophet has arisen? out of Galilee.” 











And everyone went to his own house.®t | 


« Jesus Restores the Adulterous 
Woman -> 


But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 


Now early® in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the people 


came to Him; and He’ sat down and taught 
| them. “Then the ‘scribes and Pharisees 


brought to Him a woman caught in adul- 
tery. And when they had set her-<in the 
midst, 4they said to Him, “Teacher; ‘this 
woman was Caught? in adultery, in the very 
act. "Now Moses, in the law, commanded? 
us that such should be stoned:> But what do 
You say?”ct SThis they said; testing Him, 
that they might have something of which to 
accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and 
Wrote on the ground with His finger,.as 
though He did not hear. 


7So when they continued asking Him, He 


raised Himself up* and said to them, “He 


who is without sin among you, let him throw 
a stone at her first.”t 8And again He stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. 9Then those 
who heard it, being convicted by their con- 
science,* went out one by one, beginning 


with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus 
was left alone, and the woman standing in 


the midst. !°When Jesus had raised Himself 
up and saw no one but the woman, He said 
to her,4 “Woman, where are those accusers 
of yours?» Has no one condemned you?” 
"She said, “No one, Lord.” 
And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I con- 


| demn you; go and? sin no more.” | 


~. Jesus, Light of the World = — 


“Then Jesus spoke to them again, say- 
ing, “I am the light of the world. He who 


7:50 2=NU-Text reads before... 7:52 4@NU-Text 
reads is to rise. 7:53°®The words And everyone 
through sin.no more (8:11) are bracketed by NU- 
Text as not original. They are present in over 
900 manuscripts: 8:22M-Text reads very early. 
8:42M-Text reads we found this woman. 

8:5 #M-Text reads in our law Moses com- 
manded. »NU-Text and M-Text read to stone 
such. ‘M-Text adds about her. 8:6 *NU-Text 
and M-Text omit as though He did not hear. 

8:7 ®M-Text reads He looked up. 8:9°NU-Text | 
and M-Text omit being convicted by their con- 
science. §8:10°NU-Text omits and saw no one 
but the woman; M-Text reads He saw her and 
said. »NU-Text and M-Text omit of yours. 

8:11 *NU-Text and M-Text add from now on. 


ys i > 7 i A - = 


150-52 Nicodemus had spoken with Jesus (3:1-21) and had increased in faith (see note for 3:1, 2): Yet 
is defense of Christ was still based on our law and was not yet a public profession of faith (see 19:38, 
), According to the law, Jesus must be given a hearing before He can be judged (Ex 23:1; Dt.1:15-17). 
No prophet has arisen out of Galilee: The Pharisees show their blind hatred and their ignorance of 
€ Scriptures, for the prophet Jonah came from Galilee, from the town of Gath Hepher, which was 


only three miles from Nazareth (4Kg 14:25). 


'53—8:11 This story of the woman caught in adultery is not found in several ancient manuscripts, nor 


Sit covered in the commentaries of St. John Chrysostom and certain other Fathers, However, it is still 


*aled by the Church as inspired, authentic, canonical Scripture, and it bears the same authority as all 
er Scripture. It is read on one of the two days when St. Mary of Egypt, a reformed prostitute, is com- 


ĉMorated 
a5, 


6 The law dictated the death penalty for adulterers (Lv 20:10). This ordinance was not observed to 
the letter jn the days of Jesus; the Pharisees brought this particular woman because they saw an oppor- 


‘ty to test Him. if Christ objected to the punishment, He could be accused of opposing the Law; if He 


“held th 


Wr his is the only place in the 


‘Sift, we must in turn flee from sin (v. 11). 


he punishment, then He could be accused of showing no mercy to sinners. 

NT where our Lord wrote something. Several theories exist as to what He 

‘ne Some say He wrote out the Ten Commandments, which all the accusers had violated at least 
Others say He wrote the names of the accusers who had themselves committed adultery. 

“11 Christ's answer confounds the Pharisees, for He upholds a great principle of the Law—that the 

Jes'of sin is death (Gn 2:17; Rom 6:23)—-without neglecting Its greater aspect of mercy (Dt 13:17; 

116:2 17:4; Hos 6:6). This mercy is offered freely to all repentant sinners. In order for us to receive 


JOHN 8:15 





follows Me shall a walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life.”t 

8The Pharisees therefore said to Him, 
“You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness 
is not true.”t - 

l4Jesus answered and said to them, “Even 
if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is 
true, for I know where I came from and 
where I am going; but you do not know 
where I come from and where I am going. 
I5You judge according to the flesh; I judge 
no one. And yet if I do judge, My judg- 


ment is true: for | am not alone, but I am | 


with the Father who sent Me. UIt is also 
written in your law that the testimony of 
two men is true. 8l am One who bears wit- 
ness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me 
bears witness of Me.” 

19Then they said to Him, “Where is Your 
Father?” 


Jesus answered, “You know neither Me | 


nor My Father. If you had known Me, you 
would have known My Father also.”t 
20These words Jesus spoke in the tree- 


laid hands on Him, for His hour had net vet 
come. 

21Then Jesus said to them again, “i am 
going away, and you will seek Me, and will 
die in your sin. Where | go you cannot 
come.”t 

22So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, 
because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot 
come’?” 

23And He said to them, “You are from be- 
neath; I am from above. You are of this 
world; I am not of this world. 2#Therefore I 
said to you that you will die in your sins; for 


if you do not believe that lam He, you will | 


die in your sins.” 





[440 


2" Then they sald to Him, “Who are You” 
And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have 


been saying to you from the beginning. 25] 


have many things to say and to judge con- 
cerning you, but He who sent Me is true; 
and I speak to the world those things which 
I heard from Him.” 

27They did not understand that He spoke 
to them of the Father. 

28Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift 
up the Son of Man, then you will know that 
lam He, and that I do nothing of Myself; 
but as My Father taught Me, I speak these 


| things.t 29And He who sent Me is with Me. 


The Father has not left Me alone, for I al- 
ways do those things that please Him.” “°As 
He spoke these words, many believed in 
Him. 


D, The Truth Shall Make You Free = 


31Then Jesus said to those Jews who be- 
lieved Him, “If you abide in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed.t 32And you shall 


| know the truth, and the truth shall make 
sury, as He taught in the temple; and no one | 


you free.”t 
They answered Him, “We are Abraham's 


| descendants, and have never been in bond- 


age to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will 
be made free’?” 


-34Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, 


[say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave 


of sin. And a slave does not abide in the 
house forever, but a son abides forever. 


36Therefore if the Son makes you free, you 


Shall be free indeed. 
æ Sons of the Devil Reject the 
Son of God 2> 


377 know that you are Abraham’s de- 
scendants, but you seek to kill Me; because 





8: 12 lam the light of the world: jesus spoke these words in the « context of the great lamps a lit at 
the conclusion of the Feast of Tabernacles (see note at 7:2). Thus He declares Himself to be the fulfill- 
ment and the divine object of all celebrations of light. In the Scrìptures, God the Father Himself is light 
(1:4-9; 1Jn 1:5), an attribute He bestows on His followers (Mt 5:14; Php 2:15). Our Lord confirms His 
claim by performing the great sign of opening the eyes of a man born blind (9:1-7; see especially 9:5). 


8:13-18 Your witness: See note at 5:31-47. 


8:19 Because the Son and the Father share the same divine nature, one cannot be known apart from 


the other (14:7-11). 


8:21 Going away refers to Jesus' death, Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven, 
8:28 Lift up has the double meaning of being nailed to the Cross and of being exalted by His Father 


upon the completion of His work, 


8:31 Jesus expects all who follow Him to be disciples, that is, learners. Abiding in His word is the re- 
sponsibility of all believers, not only of the clergy or of an elite class of zealots. 

8:32 The truth refers both to the virtue of truth and, more importantly, to Christ Himself (14:6). Being 
free refers to the freedom from darkness, confusion, and lies, as well as othe freedom from the bondage 


of sin and death. 








yy word has no place in you.t 38] speak 
yhat | have seen with My Father, and you 
jo what you have seen with? your father” 
wThey answered and said to Him, 
"abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abra- 
ham’s children, you would do the works of 
abraham. *°But now you seek to kill Me, a 
van who has told you the truth which I 
heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 
“You do the deeds of your father.” 

Then they said to Him, “We were not 

_ porn of fornication; we have one Father— 
_ “Jesus said to them, “If God were your 
father, you would love Me, for I proceeded 
forth and came from God; nor have I come 
of Myself, but He sent Me.t 43Why do you 
not understand My speech? Because you 
are not able to listen to My word. 4*You are 
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i enon ented) OTE OE, 
but I honor My Father, and you dishonor 
Me. “And l do not seek My own glory; 
there is One who seeks and judges, ®°!Most 


assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My 
word he shall never see death.” 


æ The Father Honors the Son «= 
-Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we 
know that You have a demon! Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If any- 





one Keeps My word he shall never taste 


of your father the devil, and the desires of | 


your father you want to do. He was a mur- 
‘derer from the beginning, and does not 
stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks 
from his own resources, for he is â liar and 
the father of it.t But because T tell the 
truth, you do not believe Me. Which of 
you convicts Me of sin? And if [I tell the 
tuth, why do you not believe Me? 47He who 
$ of God hears God’s words; therefore you 
do not hear, because you are not of God.” - 
“Then the Jews answered and said to 
dim, “Do we not say rightly that You are a 
| Samaritan and have a demon?” 
“Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; 


death.’ 5Are You greater than our father 

Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets 

ae dead. Who do You make Yourself out to 
er 1) 

5tJesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My 
honor is nothing. It is My Father who hon- 
ors Me, of whom you say that He is your 
God.t Yet you have not known Him, but I 
know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know 
Him, I shall be a liar like you; but I do 
know Him and keep His word. °®Your fa- 
ther Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and 
he saw it and was glad.” 

“Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not 
yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” | 

Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”t 

5'Then they took up stones to throw at 
Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of 
the temple,* going through the midst of 
them, and so passed by. i 


8:38 "NU-Text reads heard from. . 8:54 *NU-Text 
and M-Text read our. 8:59 °NU-Text omits the 
rest of this verse. | 





£3740 To be a child of Abraham, it is not enough to be simply related by blood; rather, Abraham's 

"ue children share his faith and virtue (Lk 3:8). St. John Chrysostom teaches that our Lord wanted to | 
ĉtach the Jews from racial pride and to teach them no longer to place their hope of salvation in being 
the race of Abraham’s children by nature, but to come to faith by their own free will, Their idea that 
"ing a descendant of Abraham was enough for salvation was the very thing that prevented them from 
“ming to Christ. | a 

42 Proceeded refers not to the Son coming eternally from the Father, but to Christ being sent from 
edad to His Incarnation on earth. 
Just as bei hild of Abraham is a : 
Wise Ayh T share the same attributes as the devil (in particular, 
ia thus are rightly called the devil's children: b 
134) Unable to defeat Christ through logic or truth, these enemies 


— — as 


d on sharing his attributes (see note for vv. 37—40), like- 
A : a hatred for truth), 


resort to personal insult (see also 


ie 

ii See note for 5:31-47. 
we | | | 
sh AM (Gr ego eimi) is the divine Na 


) me of God in the OT, first revealed to Moses at the burning 
With Ex 3:13-4 5). To the Jews, this was a di 


rect, explicit, and unmistakable claim to penes SAI 
da rhei i 59: see also Mk 14:62-64). John places special emphasis on 
: Ch te Nein ae byrnei ranen as God, This divine claim illuminates Christ's authority even 


| 5e 
death (v. 52), a power belonging only to God the Father 
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w The Man Born Blind Sees > 


Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man 
who was blind from birth.t® 2And His 
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” | 
3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned, but that the works of 
God should be revealed in him.* 4I@ must | 
work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is day; the night. is coming when no one 
can work.t 5As long as I am in the. world, | 
am the light of the world.”t 
6When He had said these things, He spat 
on the ground and made clay with the 
saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay.t-7And He said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool,of Siloam” | _ efor | ) 
(which is translated, Sent)So he went and | “This Man is not from God, because He 
washed, and came back seeing. | does not keep the Sabbath” _ | 
8Therefore the neighbors and those who | Others said, “How can a man who is a 
| 
| 
| 
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lOTherefore they said to him, “How were 
your eyes opened?” 

llHe answered and said, “A Man called 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, ‘Go to the pool of* Siloam and 
wash, So I went and washed, and I re- 
ceived sight.” 

12Then they said to him, “Where is He?” 

He said, “I do not know.’ 


~ Those Who See, Those Who Do Not 7- 

\3They brought him who formerly was 
blind to the Pharisees. “Now it was a 
Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and 
opened his eyes. !°Then the Pharisees also 
| asked him again how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 

l6Therefore some of the Pharisees said, 














previously had seen that he was bling? | Sinner do such signs?” And there was a di- 
said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” | Vision among them. | 
9Some Said, “This is he.” Others said, “He Rh 
is like him.”* | 
He said, “I am he.” 








4a NU-Text reads We. 9:84NU-Text reads a 
beggar: 9:93NU-Text reads “No, but he is like 
him.”- 9:11 4NU-Text omits the pool of. 
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9:1-38 This healing is the sixth sign in John's Gospel (see note on 2:1-11). Of all the miracle stories in 
the Bible, this is the only one in which the person was blind from birth (see v. 32): The blind man is sym- 
bolic of all humanity: all need illumination by Christ, the Light of the world: This sign is an illustration 
of baptism, which is also called “holy illumination.” As Pascha (Easter) is the traditional day to receive 
catechumens into the Church, the lessons following Pascha reflect a baptismal theology. Thus, this pas- 
sage is read on the sixth Sunday of Pascha. | 
9:3 The Savior rejects the assumption (common in the ancient world) that all troubles and maladies are 
necessarily the consequence of personal sin or even the sins of one’s parents (see Ex 20:5; Dt 5:9; con- 
trast Ezk 18:19-21). Though suffering can be the direct result of personal sin, this is certainly not always 
the case (see note at 5:14). In this instance, the man’s blindness provided the occasion for the works of 
God to be revealed; it was not related directly to the man’s personal sins. 
9:4 The work that people do consists of faith (6:29), good deeds (5:29), and repentance (12:40). The 
night that comes refers both to the time after a person's death and to the age to come, when there is 
no longer an opportunity to express faith. On that day there will not be faith, but all will submit, 
whether willingly or unwillingly (JohnChr). | iter 
9:5 The unprecedented healing of the man born blind confirms Christ's claim that He is the light of the 
world (see 8:12 and note). | 
9:6 St. Irenaeus sees in this mixture of clay and saliva a type of the creation of humanity from the earth 
(Gn 2:7). Christ reveals His divinity by restoring part of creation using the same material with which He 
created humanity in the beginning. i 
9:7 The pool of Siloam was on the outskirts of Jerusalem, a considerable distance from the temple. 
From this pool water was taken for the rites connected with the Feast of Tabernacles (see note at 7:2). 
Siloam, translated, Sent, symbolizes Christ, the One sent by the Father (5:36; 20:21), Just as the healing 
of the blind man confirmed Christ's claim to be the light of the world (8:12), so also, His making use of 
the pool of Siloam confirms that He is the true purification of the temple and those who worship in it. 
9:16 Just as the Pharisees had ignored the healing of the paralytic and focused only on the perceived 
violation of the Sabbath (5:10-16), here many of them cannot see the glory of God through their own 
prejudices. | 
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9:1-38 This passage is read on the sixth Sunday of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Blind Man. 








: A —— 








= 


=L — es a a os = ee mm ee a a ae le lee 


a 





| you say was born blind? How then does he | 
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They said to the blind man again, 
hat do you say about Him because He 
pened your eyes?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 

But the Jews did not believe concerning 


| yim, that he had been blind and received 


his sight, until they called the parents of 


| him who had received his sight. !9And they 
| asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who 


now see?” 

His parents answered them and said, 
‘We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind; 2!but by what means he 


| now sees we do not know, or who opened 


his eyes we do not Know. He is of age: ask 
him. He will speak for himself.” 22His par- 


ents said these things because they feared | 


the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already 
that if anyone confessed. that. He was 


| Christ, he would be put out of the syna- 


‘| gogue. *Therefore his parents said, “He is 


| of age; ask him.” 


“So they again called the man who was 


ii blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! 


We know that this Man is a sinner.”t 
“He answered and said, “Whether He is 


| asinner or not I do not know. One thing I 


He do to you? How. did He open- your: 


| know: that though I was blind, now I see.”t 


Then they said to him again, “What did 


eyes?”t 

“He answered them, “I told! you already, 
and you did not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become 


| His disciples?” id 

| $24 With Jesus not present, the Pharisees call Him a sinner, but earlier when He asked them face-to- 
face “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” (8:46), they evaded the question. Give God the glory! was an 

th formula used before giving testimony. Nevertheless, the healed man will indeed give God glory 


ot 


_ 38). The more he is 


| lon > divinity. This was one of the signs of 
| 494.9 Solely to God (Ps 145:8). 


by th 


deeper darkness. 
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“Then they reviled him and said, “You 
are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disci- 
ples. “7We know that God spoke to Moses: 


as for this fellow, we do not know where He 


is from.” wo. | , 
The man answered and said to them, 
“Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you 
do not know where He is from; yet He has 
opened my eyes! 3!Now we know that God 
does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a 


-worshiper of God and does His will, He 
| hears him. 32Since the world began it has 


been unheard of that anyone opened the 
eyes of one who was born blind.t 33If this 
Man were not from God, He could do 
nothing.” ag | 
“They answered and said to him, “You 
were completely born in sins, and are you 
teaching us?” And they cast him out. _ 
*Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out; and when He had found him, He said 
to. him,. “Do you believe in the. Son of 


| God?” 


36He answered and said, “Who is He, 
Lord, that [may believe in Him?” ~ 

s/And Jesus said to him, “You have both 
seen Him and it is He who is talking with 


| you.” 


38[Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he 
worshiped Him: zəl 

s33And' Jesus said, “For judgment I have 
come into this world, that those who do not 
see may see, and that those who see may be 
made blind.”t a | 


9:35 aNU-Text reads Son of Man. 


pressed, the more fervent his faith becomes, while the Pharisees lapse into 


#25 This healed man becomes a model of Christian witness. Many people do not bear witness to Christ 


“ase they fear they will be asked questions 
Nore educated than he provides the solution: 


they cannot answer, This man’s answer to people much” 
he admits what he does not know, but follows up with | 


at he does know. The formula, “That | don't know, but what | do know is this, "is foundational tots 


ne's faith to others. ONA ET. 
46-38 ABving RRN the blind man’s eyes, the Lord also opens his heart and illumines his spirit. The 


ân moves from knowing almost no 
m 


Chri The unprecedénted nature of opening 


Our Lord’s coming brought judgmen 
Cause of man’s accountability to 
“Ir own faithlessness. he 


but bee 





Him. Those who see and hear 


thing about Christ (v. 25), through the Se elec could | 
Ossj ; h-confessing that Jesus must be from God (v. 33), to finally seeing 
Ki re be asinnariy RE Him (v. 38). The pranses parent pista man’s 
Nor tha - A veals, and thus they resort to personal insult (v. 34; see 8:48). aa 
i CE eal UTR aan ae ee the eyes of one who was born blind is a confirmation of 
the coming Messiah (Is 35:5; 42:7) and a prerogative be- | 


t to the world, not because He came to judge (12:47, 48), 


Him but do not believe are judged 


| 
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“Then some of the Pharisees who were 
with Him heard these words, and said to 
Him, “Are we blind also?” 

4\Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, | 
you would have no sin; but now you Say, 
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains. 


thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them.t 9I am the door. If anyone enters 
by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
| out and find pasture. !°The thief does not 
come except to steal, and to kill, and to de- 
stroy. I have come that they may have life, 
and that they may have it more abun- 
dantly.t 

11] am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives His life for the sheep.t 
~2But a hireling, he who is not the shep- 


sheep. *To him the doorkeeper opens, and ant ne are AGE ae eer ie 
the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his | sheep and flees: and the wolf catches the 
own sheepibyiname and leads them oui sheep and scatters them. The hireling 
‘And when he brings out his own sheep, he | Aes because he is a hireling and does 
SOES petore) them, anc ng 3 Heep Loo not care about the sheep. !4I am the good 
him, for they Know his voice. °Yet they will “ry , : 

by no means follow a stranger, but will flee | Shepherd, and I know My sheep, and am 
from him, for they do not know the voice of | Known by My own. PAs the Father knows 
strangers.” ‘Jesus used this illustration, but Me, even so 1 know the SEU ee 
they did not understand the things which | down My life for the sheep. And other 
He spoke to them. | Sheep I have which are not of this fold; 


5 | them also I must bring, and they will hear 
æ. Jesus Gives His Life for the Sheep => | | 


: ; þe AE eee, 
"Then Jesus said to them again. “Most as- | 
suredly, I say to you, I am the door ct the | 


æ Jesus, the Good Shepherd m> 
10 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he 
who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door, but climbs up some other way, the | 
same is a thief and a robber.t ?But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the 





§0:8 *M-Text omits before Me. 


| ii 


10:1-18 Jesus’ conversation with the Pharisees continues, as there is no break between 9:41 and 10:1. 
All of this is taking place at the conclusion of the Feast of Tabernacles (see note at 7:1). Christ is con- 
trasting their leadership with His own. They have failed as pastors of God's people (“pastor” comes 
from the Latin word for “shepherd”). Their leadership has been marked by deceit and pride and has 
lacked compassion. Christ, on the other hand, fulfills all virtue. 

According to St. John Chrysostom, the door is God's Word, meaning both the Scriptures and our Lord | 
Himself (vv. 7, 9), since the Scriptures reveal God the Word. The one who tries to lead in a way that is | 
neither in Christ nor according to the teaching of the Scriptures is a thief and a robber. Rather than 
using this door so all can see His works openly, these false shepherds use underhanded means to con- 
trol, steal, and manipulate people, ultimately destroying their souls (v. 10). In contrast, those pastors 
who lead according to Christ will find eternal life (v. 9). 

10:3-5 As Christ has intimate knowledge of every person, so also true pastors in the Church strive to 
know their people by name, that is, personally. These pastors endeavor to understand each person's 
situation and needs, from the greatest to the least, possessing Christlike compassion for each one 
(Heb 4:15). In return, the people will respond to a true leader, trusting he is a follower of Christ. | 
“Where the bishop is present, there the people shall gather" (IgnAnt). Indeed, the response of the | 
faithful can be a better indicator of who is a true shepherd than the claims of leaders (7:47—49). | 
10:8 The phrase all who ever came before Me does not refer to Moses or genuine prophets, but to | 
people claiming to be the Messiah both before and after Christ, such as Judas of Galilee and Theudas | 
(Acts 5:36, 37), 
10:10 The ultimate thief is Satan, who spreads lies and heresies among the people of God, luring away | 
both leaders and people. Life means living in God's grace here on earth, while the more abundant life 
indicates the Kingdom to come. | | 
10:11-15 Christ reveals Himself as the good shepherd; (1) He enters by the door (v. 2), that is, He fulfills 
the Scriptures concerning Himself; (2) He knows and is known by the Father (v. 15); (3) He knows His | 
people personally, and therefore is known by them (vv. 3, 14); and (4) He gives His life for the sake of ‘ 
His people (v. 11), which is a direct prophecy of His coming Passion. Í 
m eter | 
| 
$ 


10:9-16 This passage is read on days commemorating a holy hierarch, 














= — E F =Œ FTF a 











s shepherd.t 

"Therefore My Father loves Me, because 
ay down My life that I may take it again.t 
| No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down 
„f Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
nave power to take it again. This command 
nave received from My Father.” 

Therefore there was a division again 
among the Jews because of these sayings. 
nand many of them said, “He has a demon 
and is mad. Why do you listen to Him?” 

uOthers said, “These are not the words of 
ane who has a demon. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind?”t 


aa. Jesus Gives Eternal Life to the 
Sheep => 
2Now it was the Feast of Dedication in 
| Jerusalem, and it was winter.t 3And Jesus 
walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. 
Then the Jews surrounded Him and said 
to Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? 
IfYou are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 


a I and My Father Are One -= 


Jesus answered them, “I told you, and 
you do not believe. The works that I do in 


i ; eee ES 
wy voice; and there will be one flock and 


MUSA Obs 


My Father’s name, they bear witness of 


Me.t 26But you do not believe, because you 
are not of My sheep, as I said to you.@t 27My 
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me. 28And I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; neither 


| Shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
“YMy Father, who has given them to Me, is 


greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father's hand. 2°] 
and My Father are one.”t 

31Then the Jews took up stones again to 
stone Him. 32Jesus answered them, “Many 
good works I have shown you from My 
Father. For which of those works do you 
stone Me?” | 

3The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a 
good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, 
make Yourself God.” | 

34Jesus answered them, “Is it not written 
in your law, ‘T said, “You are gods” ’?4t 35Jf 
He called them gods, to whom the word of 
God came (and the Scripture cannot be 


10:26 "=NU-Text omits as I said to you. 
10:34 4Psalm 81:6 | 





| 10:16 Other sheep are the Gentiles, who will be brought into the one flock with the Jews under the 
one shepherd. Thus, for example, the Church transcends ethnic and racial lines. It has been the Ortho- 
dox teaching from the beginning that there be one bishop serving a city (Canon 8 of I Nicea), a.princi- 
ple affirmed in every generation. Writing in the early second century to a Church that held separate 
| liturgies for Jewish and Gentile Christians, St. Ignatius taught, “Be careful to observe a single Eucharist, 
for there is one Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup of His Blood that makes us one, and one 


altar, just as there is one bishop. . . . This is in line with God's will.” 
| 10:17, 18 | lay down My life: The Lord is clear that His life-giving death will be voluntary. He does 
nothing apart from the will of His Father. As He laid down His life for us, we lay down our lives for Him 


| M0 for the sake of others. al 
a Those who respond in faith are not merely impressed b 
I$ Words. 
10:22 The Fea: dication took place approximately three months after the Feast of Tabernacles 
#1021) and o Dere as the “Festival of Lights” (also called Hanukkah). It commemorates the 
| '&dedication of the temple in Jerusalem after the Seleucid King Epiphanes desecrated it in 167 ac (see 
C1—4). At this festival, the leaders of Israel’s past were commemorated, many of whom were them- 
sepherds. ks He had d have already answered their question 
25 Bot <t told them and the works He had done have alreaay ar | their. n. 
| Only the Meee ald sad the eyes of the blind (see note 9:32) or perform these miracles that bear 
| aay Baha Messiah could speak to the hearts of people as Christ had (7:46; 9:21). 


Tess to Him. Likewise, only the , 
Wea, N Sede ge are the same Pharisees whom Christ addressed three months ear- 


| “ile | said to you indicates these 
30.33 Ra. i ion (v. 24), Jesus reveals Himself to be fully God: One means one in 

alure a Sen e Latare, all ages, and He remains God after the Incarnation and for all eter- 
MY. Th Te PEUS ter wo distinct Persons, while confirming a continuous unity, The Jews 

i. 'Ne plural verb are indicates two 3 ) | 

“arly recognize this claim of divinity (v. 33) and thus accuse Him of blasphemy. anes 

|" 36 y. PR i le who receive God's grace in faith will partake of His divine nature — 
h 1:4) a 5 roe cite alles gods (see article “Deification” at 2 Peter). Christ is effectively saying, 

those she Uae honor by grace are not guilty for calling themselves gods, how can He 
Ihas this by nature deserve to be rebuked?" (JohnChr). 


y the signs, but perceive the holiness of 
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broken), “do you say of Him whom the | said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
Father sanctified and sent into the world, again.” 
‘You are blaspheming, because I said, ‘lam | 8The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately 
the Son of God’? 37If I do not do the works | the Jews sought to stone You, and are You 
of My Father, do not believe Me; **but if I | going there again?”t 
do, though you do not believe Me, believe %Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
the works, that you may know and believe? | hours in the day? If anyone walks in the 
that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
‘Therefore they sought again to seize Him, | the light of this world. But if one walks in 
but He escaped out of their hand.t the night, he stumbles, because the light is 
“And He went away again beyond the | not in him” These things He said, and 
Jordan to the place where John was baptiz- after that He said to them, “Our friend 
ing at first, and there He stayed. “Then | Lazarus sleeps, but I go that L may wake 
many came to Him and said, “John per- | him up.”t 
formed no sign, but all the things that John ’2Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he 
spoke about this Man were true.” 42And_ Sleeps he will get well.” '2However, Jesus 












many believed in Him there. spoke of his death, but they thought that He 
a Des as | was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 
. Now oon i Are -Wwastisick | {Then Jesus said to them plainly, 
J Hi Di E LAG d | & 7A i jid. Andi | | 
l Lazarus of Bethany, the town <of | Lazarus is dead. (And I am glad for your 


| | D 21+ wee tha | Sakes that I was not there, that you may be- 
, | : tha t2 was that ire ; : = 
Mary and her Slee Martha: H : z wd = lieve. Nevertheless let us go to him. 
Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant | tehen Thomas who. is called the Twin 
oil and wiped His feet with her. hair, whose Bon Miia penis leas fe SB ULE BES, 
brother Lazarus was sick. °Therefore the | E, to his fellow cise eS Let us also go, 
sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, | “at we may die with Him. 


he whom You love is sick.” | <x | Am the Resurrection and the Life = 


when Jesus heard that, He said, “This | '7So0 when Jesus came, He found that he 
sickness is not unto death, but forthe glory | y | - 


> | had already been in the tomb four days.t 
of God, that me Son of God may be glori- | is Now Bettany was near Jerusalem, about 
ONG a EEN oye Martha and her sister two miles? away. !%And many of the Jews 
and Lazarus. So, when He heard that he had joined the women around Martha and 


was sick, He stayed two more days in the 10:38 4NU-Text reads understand. 
place where He was.t 7Then after this He | 11:18 Literally fifteen stadia 





10:39 Because Christ is going to His Passion voluntarily and according to His own will (w. 17, 18), His 
accusers Cannot arrest Him until He is ready (7:30; 8:20: see Lk 4:28-30). 

11:1-45 The resurrection of Lazarus is the seventh sign in John's Gospel (see note 2:1-1 1), the sign that 
sealed the Jewish authorities’ decision to put Jesus to death (vv. 47-50). This event is celebrated liturgi- 
cally on Lazarus Saturday, the day before Palm Sunday. Bethany is on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem (v. 18). Lazarus is the same name as “Eleazar” (lit. “God helps”). 
11:4 This message is sent back to Mary and Martha to strengthen them so that when Lazarus dies, they 
may take confidence in Christ's words. The Son of God being glorified must not be understood to be 
the cause of Lazarus dying; instead, this indicates Christ will be glorified as a result of his death (which 
occurred from a natural illness) and his being raised from the dead, | 

11:6 The Lord delays in order for Lazarus to be dead long enough that the corruption of his body could 


h in (v. 39), Thus, no one could doubt the miracle, and the might of the Lord would be clearly seen by 
all, 


11:8 See 10:29-39, 
11:11 Sleeps; Compare to Acts 7:60; 1Co 1 1:30; 15:6, 


11:16 Thomas's statement is an unwitting prophecy of his own future martyrdom, lt also illustrates the , 


Pan Peta believers must take—that we die daily to the world for the sake of following Christ 


11:17 There existed a rabbinical opinion that the soul lingered about the body for three days, but after 
four days resuscitation would be impossible. | 7 | cf HS 


11:1-45 This passage is read on the Saturday before Palm Sunday, called Lazarus Saturday. 
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iliac l e ieee JOHN 11:39 
comfort them concerning their | her in the house, and comforting her, when 
| they saw that Mary rose up quickly and 
went out, followed her, saying, “She is 
going to the tomb to weep there.” 

Then, when Mary came where Jesus 
was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, 
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, 
my brother would not have died.”t 

33Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her weeping, 
| He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 
34nd He said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus wept.t °6Then the Jews said, “See 
how He loved him!” a 

37And some of them said, “Could not this 
Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also 
have kept this man from dying?” 






Mary: t 
prother: k 
NNOW Martha, as Soon as she heard that 
~ jesus Was Coming, went and met Him, but 
ary was sitting iñ the house:t 2INow 
yartha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been 
here, MY brother would not have died t 
put even now I know that whatever You 
ask of God, God will give You.” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise | 
ain.”* 
“Martha said to Him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall live. 26And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do 
ou believe this?” 
asie said to. Him? vas Loree" peiieye | Dib eucvies Lazarus ds Raised ieni 
thatYou are the Christ, the Son of God, who | “Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, 
isto come into the world.” | came coe tombli was a'cayenandaStone 
And when she had said these things. a against- it. Jesus said, “Take away: the 
went her way and secretly called Mary | Stone: ; std et ah 
= SEIE ate “The sag en has RES | Martha, the sister of him who was dead, 
and is calling for. you.”t.29As soon as-she | Said to Him, “Lord, by this time ‘there eae 
heard that, she arose quickly and.came to | stench, for he’‘has been dead four days. : 


Him. #Now Jesus had not yet come into the | 11.39 anu-Text adds still, 11:31 *NU-Text reads 
town, but was in. the place where Martha | supposing that she was going to, the tomb to 
| Met Him. 31Then the Jews. who were with | weep there. | | 


eee ee ee 





11:19 Mourning began on the day of a person’s death. Weeping and wailing lasted three days; lamen- 
| tation lasted one week; and general mourning lasted 30 days. te . BM rae 
| 11:20 Not unlike the incident of Lk 10:38-42, the two sisters react differently to Christ's arrival: Martha, 
being inclined to active service, rushes out to meet Jesus, while Mary remains in mourning until called 
by Christ (w. 28, 29). Sitting was the traditional posture when mourning and receiving other mourners 
pe eke) h t : dicate a lack of understanding ‘bot 
11:21, 22 Whi 5 possesses great faith, her statements indicate a lac dei ; 
Christ. In Bata He Vu had been Kare, my brother would not have died,” Martha reveals she does not 
fully see that Christ'is God, thinking He needed to be present to effect healings (contrast 5:46-54). By 
| ‘ying, “whatever you ask of God, God will give You," she shows her lack of understanding that Christ 
Possesses full divine authority to act as He wills. POM ene Es 
| 11:23-27 | rrection and the life: To correct Martha's misunderstanding (see note above), 

rist Heciares of divine authority to raise the dead at the last day (v. 24) as well as here in this world. 
uch is the power of these words that Martha is immediately led to her great confession of faith (v. 27). 
° you believe this? is a question directed not only to Martha, but to all of us. Sebi. | 
1:28 See note at v. 20 bod | | ‘ily te ea RAS 
11:32 Ma | rosiChris ‘th the identical words Martha used (v. 21). While Jesus engaged Martha 
| with TAR ap oa Taes MAR with deeds—the raising of her brother from the dead (vv. 38-44). 

1:35 | an emphasizes that Jesus wept and groaned in spirit (wv. 33, 38) to show He had fully cane on 

“man nature End was subject to grief as any man would be. iia i the ee PRE tin: 

| i Qa j “Sheaading tears Oul , * 
p gedy of death. At Compline of Lazarus Saturday, we sing, ng yore 


ve given us artfelt love.” Nupa 

| 139, A Hao ae sah had increased (vv. 23-27), she still understood neither Christ's will nor 
hi Power Thee ah df i ‘used to anoint a dead body would only hold the stench of decomposition 

| thay fóra e (eee wate at 11:6). Many icons of the debe resort lb pet 

| crn i ti | | ted flesh and the fact that mar \C 

Chr. noses, illustrating both the reality of his corrup € Tete 3 


5t could raise the dead. 
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40Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you 
that if you would believe you would see the 
glory of God?” 4!Then they took away the 
stone from the place where the dead man 
was lying.* And Jesus lifted up His eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank You that You have 
heard Me.t And I know that You always | 
hear Me, but because of the people who are 
standing by I said this, that they may be- 
lieve that You sent Me.” 43Now when He had 
said these things, He cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come forth!”t *4And he- 
who had died came out bound hand and > 
foot with graveclothes, and his face was 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Loose him, and let him go.”t 





nation should perish.” 5'Now this he did not 
say on his own authority; but being high 
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
would die for the nation, °4and not for that 
nation only, but also that He would gather 
together in one the children of God who 
were scattered abroad. 

53Then, from that day on, they plotted to 
put Him to death. ‘Therefore Jesus no 
longer walked openly among the Jews, but 
went from there into the country near the 
wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and 
there remained with His disciples. 

55And the Passover of the Jews was near, 
and many went from the country up to Je- 
rusalem before the Passover, to purify 
themselves.t Then they sought Jesus, and 

=. The Sanhedrin Plots to Kill Jesus | spoke among themselves as they stood in 

45Then many of the Jews who had come | the temple, “What do you think—that He 
to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, | will not come to the feast?” °’Now both the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
away to the Pharisees and told them the | command, that if anyone knew where He 
things Jesus did. “Then the chief priests | was, he should report it, that they might 
and the Pharisees gathered a council and | seize Him. 
said, “What shall we do: For this Man | Juitenesus Anointed forHis Burialos 
works many signs. #If we let Him alone i 
like this, everyone will believe in Him, and | ji “) Then, six days before the Passover, 
the Romans will come and take away beth | A £4 Jesus came to Bethany, where 
our place and nation.” | Lazarus was who had been dead,? whom 
49And one of them, Caiaphas, being high | He had raised from the dead.t4 “There they 
priest that year, said to them, “You know | Made Him a supper, and Martha served, 
nothing at all,’ imor do you consider that it 11:41 ®NU-Text omits from the place where the 
is expedient for us* that one man should | dead man was lying. 11:50 *NU-Text reads 
11:41, 42 To show His divine will was one with the Father's, and that His human will was freely subject 
in every way to the Father's, Christ prays aloud for the sake of the people. 
11:43 See 5:28, 29. Christ calls Lazarus forth, not in the name of the Father, but by His own authority. This 
shows the people that while Christ came from the Father, He fully possesses divine authority in Himself. 
11:44 That Lazarus came out bound in his graveclothes is seen by many Fathers as an indication that he 
will need them again—that his resurrection continues an earthly life which will again end in death. The 
Savior’s graveclothes, by contrast, would be left in the tomb (20:5-7). Unlike Lazarus’s, Christ's Resurrec- 
tion transfigures human nature; He will never die again. 

This sign not only prepared the disciples to believe in Christ's Resurrection, but in the words of the 
hymn for the day, it also “confirmed the universal resurrection," proving Christ has the power to fulfill 
the promise given to Ezekiel that all the dead will one day rise (Ezk 37:1-13). 

11:49-52 Caiaphas, being high priest, is given the authority to speak prophetically. The failings and 
even wickedness of the officeholder do not diminish the grace of the office itself. Here, Caiaphas means 
only that the death of Christ will spare the Jews from Roman intervention. God's meaning, however, is 
that all people will be saved through the death of the Son. 

11:55 Because Jesus is the Lamb of God (1:29), the connection between the Passover, when lambs were 
slaughtered to save the Jews from death (Ex 12:1-13), and the death of Jesus, which saves mankind 
from sin and death, is continually emphasized. 

12:1 This Passover is the third mentioned in John (see 2:13; 6:4) and is the setting for the last week of 
Christ's earthly ministry, which is narrated in careful detail. Jesus had already been glorified through His 
signs and words; it remained for Him to be glorified through His death and Resurrection (see note at 1:14), 
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12:1-18 This passage is read on Palm Sunday, the Feast of the Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem. 
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believed in Him. ““But some of them went 
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| kept? this for the day of My burial. §For the 
| poor you have with you always, but Me you | 


come to the feast, when they heard that 


| meet Him, and cried out: 


| “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for 





144.9 


pút Lazarus was one of those who sat at the 
able with Him. *Then Mary took a pound 
of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her 
nair. And the house was filled with the fra- 
„ance of the oil.t 

But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
gjmon’s Son, who would betray Him, said, 


JOHN 12:25 


Then Jesus, when He had found a 
young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 
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15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
Behold, your King is coming, 
Sitting on a donkey’s colt. ga 


l6His disciples did not understand these 
things at first; but when Jesus was glori- 
fied, then they remembered that these 
things were written about Him and that 
they had done these things to Him. 


= Dying to This World 7- 


\7Therefore the people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out of his 
tomb and raised him from the dead, bore 
witness. !8For this reason the people also 
met Him, because they heard that He had 
done this sign. '%The Pharisees therefore 
said among themselves, “You see that you 
are accomplishing nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after Him!” 

20Now there were certain Greeks among 
those who came up to worship at the feast.t 
21Then they came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, say- 
_ing, “Sir we wish to see Jesus.” 
> 22Philip: came and told Andrew, and-in 
turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 

23But Jesus answered them, saying, “The 
hour has come that the Son of Man should 
be glorified. 24Most assuredly, I say to you, 
| unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it produces much grain.t 25He who 


ree hundred denarii? and given to the 
poor?” This he said, not that he cared for 
the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
had the money box; and he used to take 
what was put in it. 

7But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has 


do not have always.” 

INow a great many of the Jews knew that 
He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ 
sake only, but that they might also see 
Lazarus, whom. He had raised from: the 
dead. "But the chief priests plotted to put 
Lazarus to death also, '!because on ac- 
count of him many of the Jews went away 
and believed in Jesus. 


æ. The Triumph of Palm Sunday -=> 
(Mt 21:1-9; Mk 11:1-11; Lk 19:25-40) 
The next day a great multitude that had 


Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,' took 
branches of palm trees and went out to 


“Hosanna! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the LorD!’4 

The King of Israel!” 


12:5°2About one year’s wages for a worker 
12:7 *NU-Text reads that she may keep. 
12:13 *Psalm 117:26 12:15 4Zechariah 9:9 





12:3-8 The other disciples said the same thing Judas said (v. 5), but with a very different motive (see 
Mt 26:6-13 and note). Judas spoke from greed, while the others spoke from the virtue of charity. That 


| sus put a thief in charge of the money shows that by every means He attempted to save Judas: He 


fulfilled Judas’ lust for money; He allowed Judas to exercise apostolic authority (6:11; see also Mk 6:7); 
He Washed Judas’ feet with the other disciples (13:5); and He allowed him to partake at the table of the 
ystical Supper (13:26). Yet Judas could never overcome his greed (see note at Mt 26:14-16). 


1212-18 The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: See Mt 21:1-11 and accompanying notes. 


f 


| ihe to i 


| 12:20-23 These Greeks were Gentiles who believed in the God of Abraham, having come to participate 


n the Passover feast. That they were still called Greeks shows they were not yet full proselytes 


“Onverts). Since Jesus had taught His disciples not to go to the Gentiles (Mt 10:5; 15:24), the disciples 

*PProach Him before bringing these inquirers. Glorified (v. 23) refers to the Savior's death on the Cross. 

‘t's obscure response indicates two things: (1) the answer these Greeks are seeking will not be 

ote in words, but in the Cross; and (2) the Cross will be the event that opens all manner of grace to 
Entiles, | 

24 The image of the grain of wheat dying in order to bear fruit signifies that Christ's death will give 

e world, In many Orthodox churches, boiled wheat that is sweetened and spiced is served at 


ā 


pij oral services for the departed faithful to affirm God's promise that those who have died in Christ. 


j : i 
Se again to life. 











m t50 


loves his life will lose it, and he who ħates | have the light, lest darkness overtake you; 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal | he who walks in darkness does not know 
life. 26If anyone serves Me, let him follow | where he is going.’ **While you have the 
Me; and where I am, there My servant will | light, believe in the light, that you may be- 
be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father | come sons of light.” These things Jesus 
will honor. spoke, and departed, and was hidden from 
27"Now My soul is SUE a Wht them. 
shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this |.’ Who Has Believed Jesus’ Words? s 
19 : L ‘ 
HOU eve Ot S o, ae 37But although He had done so many 


hour.t 28Father, glorify Your name.” — » don _ man 
Then a voice TA heaven, saying, | Signs before them, they did not believe in 
“I have both glorified it and will glorify it | Him, **that the word of Isaiah the prophet 


again.”t | might be fulfilled, which he spoke: 


w Judgment of This World: The Cross > “I ord, who has believed our report? 
29Therefore the people who stood by and And to:whom has the arm of the LORD 
heard it said that it had thundered: Others been revealed?”2 | 
said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”t 
‘Jesus answered and said, “Ihis voice |  3Therefore they could not’ believe, be- 
did not come because of Me, but for your | cause Isaiah said again: 
sake. 3lNow is the judgment of this world; : 
now the ruler of this world will be cast out* | 
32And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, wil! | 
draw all peoples to Myself.” *°This He said, | 
| 
| 
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“He has blinded their eyes and hardened 
tieir hearts, | 
Lest they should see with their eyes, 
Lest they Should understand with their 
hearts and turn, 
Se that | should heal them... 


signifying by what death He would die. 

4The people answered’ Him, “We have 
heard from the law that the Christ remains 
forever; and how can You say, ‘The Soi of 
Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of 
Man?” 


=. Become Sons of Light -7 


5Then Jesus said to them, “A little while 12:38 4Isaiah 53°] 12:40 alsaiah 6:10 
longer the light is with you. Walk while you | 12:41 aNU-Text reads because. 


4These things Isaiah said when? he saw 
His glory and spoke of Him.t 





12:27 See notes at Mt 26:39 and Lk 22:41-44. 

12:28 The Father's name is an extension of His Person. The Son's death completes the purpose of the 
Father and shows His love for all, thus glorifying Him. Christ is in effect saying, “Father, lead Me to the 
Cross.” This is the Lord’s divine response to the human prompting to avoid the Cross (v. 27): The Father's 
response refers to the signs already performed by Christ and to. the death and Resurrection to come. 
12:29 Though the Father spoke clearly, some people heard indistinct sounds like thunder because they 
lacked faith. Those with a little faith heard the words but did not know the source, thinking it was an 
angel. The disciples knew the Father Himself had spoken (see v. 30). 

12:31-33 Lifted up (v. 32) is a reference to Christ being hung on the Cross (see also 3:14, 15; 8:28). This 
death will bring salvation to all peoples, while at the’ same time rendering judgment on the faithless 
and destroying once for all the power of Satan, the ruler of this world. 

12:35, 36 The light refers to Christ (1:4-9; 8:12). His teaching here has several facets of meaning. First, 
He will be completing His public ministry shortly, Further, our lives are very limited; we have but a short 
time to repent and believe in Christ before death. Finally, the second coming of Christ is but a little 
while when compared to eternity, | | | 

12:40 According to St. John Chrysostom, Isaiah's prophecy does not mean God causes spiritual blindness 
in people who would otherwise have been faithful. This is a figure of speech common to Scripture re- 
vealing God as giving people up to their own devices (asin Rom 1:24, 26). What is meant by He has 
blinded is that God has permitted their self-chosen blindness (compare Ex 8:15, 32 with Ex 10:20, 27). 
They did not become blind because God spoke through Isaiah, but rather Isaiah spoke because he fore- 
saw their blindness. ) | 

12:41 Isaiah . . . saw His [Christ's] glory in about 700 sc (Is 6:1) and spoke of Him in many places 
throughout his lengthy prophecy. gi 
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Nevertheless even among the rulers 





ny believed in Him, but because of the 
| pparisees they did not confess Him, lest 
hey should be put out of the synagogue:;t 


| than the praise of God. 


_s, Jesus’ Words: From the Father s> 


“Then Jesus cried out and said, “He 
| who believes in Me, believes not in Me but 
' in Him who sent Me. And he who sees 

Me sees Him who sent Me. 46] have come 
as a light into the world, that whoever be- 
jeves in Me should not abide in darkness. 
“And if anyone hears My words and does 
not believe,? I do not judge him; for I did 
not come to judge the world but to save 
the world.t 4#8He who rejects Me, and does 
not receive My words, has that which 
iudges him—the word that I have spoken 
will judge him in the last day. #For I have 
not spoken on My own authority; but the 


what I should say and what I should 
speak. “And T know that His command is 
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JOHN 13:6 








| speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I 


speak.” 
~ Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 7- 


‘yor they loved the praise of men more | ] Now before the Feast of the Pass- 


over, when. Jesus knew that His 

hour had come that He should depart from 

this world to the Father, having loved His 

own who were in the world, He loved them 
to the end.t 

2And supper being ended,‘ the devil hav- 


ing already put it into the heart of Judas 
‘Iscariot. Simon’s son, to betray Him,t 


3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 
all things into His hands, and that He had 
come from God and was going to God,” 
4rose from supper and laid aside His gar- 
ments, took a towel and girded Himself. 
5After that, He poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel with which He 


was girded.t ‘Then He came to Simon 
| Father who sent Me gave Me a command, | eis? 


12:47 aNU-Text reads keep them. 13:2 NU- 


everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I | Text reads And during supper. 


— a n 


them lead. 


12:42, 43 These rulers, according to St. John Chrysostom, are in reality the worst of slaves in 
that they are enslaved by the opinions of men. This keeps them from leading as God would have 


12:47, 48 Christ does not judge with favoritism or partiality. He has spoken the words of life, words of 
ove, forgiveness, repentance, virtue, and mercy. His words will be the unbending standard by which all 


pople are judged on the last day. 


13:1 John’s account of our Lord's discourses during the Last Supper is contained in chs. 13—17. The 
feast of Passover commemorated God's passing over the Israelites when He killed the firstborn of the 
Egyptians (Ex 12). It is also linked with Israel's “crossing over” the Red Sea (Ex 14) from slavery to free- 


om. In Christ, we escape death 


and pass over from this world, which is enslaved to sin, and into the 


Kingdom of God. When Jesus had eaten the Passover supper with His disciples (v. 2), He made a new 


‘on into heaven. 





ad, he focuses on the significance of these even 
r Teveal the mystery of His Incarnation, serv! 
the disciples’ own mission to the world. 

ere are two main ways the devil influences th 
through conceptual images, as taught in 
Called to reject the thoughts and images sug 


u 


fp 
Or 


ike ting a helpless victim, Judas was the 


Nelent 


Nis Middle East, but was norma 
shoc ' 


k at seeing the Master performing t 
=: — ai 


13; 
17 This passage is read on Holy Thursday, 
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| ea Supper: This account does not directly mento 
| “IN omits the specifics of both the Eucharist and o 
| “th which his ae would have been familiar by the time John wrote his Gospel (about ap 90). In- 

ts. Our Lord's discourses and actions at the Last Sup- 


ce, and mission to and in the world. He emphasizes in 


fr ted with the devil's will, not only by entertaining these thought 
devil's willing co-conspirator. 


? The foot- ing | act of love and humility. 
WINI, Ban lly done by slaves or house-servants. Peter's response (vv. 6, 8) shows 


he duties of a slave, 
Q 


_ ©Venant in which eternal life is granted, His hour: the time of Christ’s death, Resurrection, and Ascen- 


n the Eucharist (which is clearly reflected in 6:51-59). 
ur Lord's Baptism (see 1:19-36; 3:1-36), accounts 


ve human heart: (1) through ideas or thoughts; and 
2Co 10:5. Satan influenced Judas in both areas, Christians 
gested by the devil the moment they occur. Judas coop- 


s, but then by carrying them out, Far 


lt was a common expression of hospitality in the 


the Thursday before Pascha (Easter). 





JOHN 13:7 14-52 





Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You | comes, that when it does come to pass, you 
washing my feet?”t | may believe that I am He. 2°Most assuredly 

‘Jesus answered and said to him, “What I | I say to you, he who receives whomever | 
am doing you do not understand now, but | send receives Me; and he who receives Me 
you will know after this.” receives Him who sent Me!” | 

‘Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash | 2!When Jesus had’ said these things, He 
my feet!” | was troubled in spirit, and testified and 

Jesus answered him, “If 1 do not wash | said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, one of 
you, you have no part with Me.” you will betray Me.” 22Then the disciples 

‘Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my | looked at one another, perplexed about 
feet only, but also my hands and my head!” | whom He spoke. | 

‘Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed | | 23Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom 
needs only to wash his feet, but is com- | one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.t 
pletely clean; and you are clean, but not all “4Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to 
of you.” NFor He knew who would betray | ask who it was of whom He spoke. 

Him; therefore He said} “You are’ not all | | “Then, leaning back?on Jesus’ breast, he 
clean” said to: Him, “Lord, who ist?” 

1250 when He’ had washed their feet | --PJesus answered, “It-is-he to whom | 
taken His garments, and sat down again, | Shall give a piece. of bread when I have 
He said to them, “Do 'you know what | have deped it,” And. having dipped the bread, 
done to you?t 13Yóu call Me Teacher and He gave; it to. Judas. Iscariot, the son of 
Lord, and you’ say well, for so I am. IF] | Simen.! Now after, the piece. of. bread, 
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed | Saian entered him. Then Jesus said to him, 
your feet, you also ought to wash one an- | What you do, do quickly.” 28But: no one at 
other’s feet. !5For I have given you an ex- “He table knew for what reason He said this 
ample, that you should do as. I have done to tO 4m. “For some thought, because Judas 
you. !6Most assuredly, I say to you, a ser- | had the money box, that Jesus had said to 
vant is not greater-than-his master; nor is. !, “Buy those things we need for the 
he who is sent greater than he who sent | reast,” or that he should give something to 
him. "If you know these things, blessed are | pecan ate, l 
you if you do them; Having received the piece of bread, he 

then went out immediately. And it was 

<. The Betrayer in Their Midst -> night. 

Hai ss m 14:18 ei pe aT ~œ The New Commandment -= 

| PRR REONCETDINE A OVOU 31S0, when he had gone out, Jesus said, 
know whom I haye chosen; but that the) «yow the Son of Man is glorified, and God 
Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘We who eats |) ~ | N in22nGan ea 
bread with Me has ‘lifted up his heel | 13:18 :NU-Text reads My bread. "Psalm 40:10 
against Me.” Now I tell you before it | 13:25 *NU-Text and M:Text add thus. 








13:6-10 If | do not wash you, you have no part with Me (v. 8) shows the cleansing power of Christ's 
death and Resurrection, for only by participating in Christ's death can we be raised with Him 
(Rom 6:3-11). | TEUN esiti bh Pii l ia 

He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet (v. 10): This foot-washing also serves as an image of 
the sacrament of confession, Those who have completely bathed, that is, have been baptized, have no 
need ever to be baptized again, for baptism is indelible. The sins the believer assumes during his life 
must still be washed through ongoing repentance, just as the feet of a person returning from the pub- 
lic bath must be washed before entering the house, As Christians, we are bathed by Christ in baptism 
and have periodic washings in the sacrament of confession. 
13:12-20 The command to wash one another's feet (v. 14) symbolizes that humble service is tobe 
shown to all people. If Christ, who is Lord of all, humbly served not only His servants but even the tral- 
tor among them, then we must certainly do the same not only to our fellow servants, but also to our 
enemies. Within the Church, the clergy are seen first and foremost as servants of their flocks. To this 
day, the bishops of the Church (and in some places the presbyters) wash the feet of the faithful on Holy 
Thursday. Ji filler Ore AN SL HISIN j$ 
13:23 See note at 18:15. UN AMNONI VGN OH F (6 
13:26-30 In the upper room, all was light, because Christ was present (12:46). Judas’ exit from the Last 
Supper at night (v. 30) symbolizes his entrance into all-encompassing spiritual darkness (3:19). 
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x glorified in Him.t “If God is glorified in 
| yim, God will also glorify Him in Himself, 
and glorify Him immediately. 33Little chil- 
jren, I shall be with you a little while 
jonger. You will seek Me; and as I said to the 
Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come, 
so now I say to you. **A new commandment 
| | give to you, that you love one another: as 
¡have loved you, that you also love one an- 


other.t By this all will know that yoware | 


My disciples, if you 
other.” : 


e Peter’s Denials Foretold > 
(Mt 26:31-35; MR'14:27-31; Lk 22:31-38) 

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where 
are You going?” £ 

Jesus answered him, “Where'l am going 
| you cannot follow Me now, but you shall 
| follow Me afterward.”? itang 

“Peter said to Him, “Lord, why cah I niot 
follow You now? I wili lay down my life for 
| Your sake.” SESDE 

Jesus answered him, “Will you lay 
down your life for My sake? Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not 
Crow till you have denied Me three times. 


æ The Way to the Father- s= 
| 4 “Let not your heart be troubled; you 
believe in God, believe also in Me. 
‘In My Father’s house are many mansions;? 
lit were not so, I would have told you: T go 


have love for one an: 


13:31 After Judas had gone out, our Lord presents the final teachings of His earthly ministry (often =" ~ 
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JOHN 14:11 


to prepare a place for you.*t 3And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself; that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4And where | 
go you know, and the way you know.” 
“Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not 





know where You are going, and how can we 


know the way?” n {hiss 
‘Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.t , 
™Tf you had known Me, you would have 


| Known My Father also; and from now on 
| you know Him and have seen Him.” 


Philip said to Him, “Lord; show us the 
Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

%Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
so long, and yet you have not known Me, 
Philip? He who_has.seen Me has seen the 
Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’?t 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in Me? The words 
that [speak to you I do not speak on My own 
authority; but the Father who dwells in Me 
does the works.t Believe Me that [amin the 
Father and the Father in Me, or else believe 
Me for the sake of the works themselves. 


14:2 «Literally dwellings "NU-Text adds a word 
which would cause the text to read either if it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? or if it were not so I 
would have told you; for I go to prepare a place 
for: Your LA 120k | 





lled the “Farewell Discourse”) and offers His High Priestly Prayer (ch.'17). Calling His: death “glorifica- 
tlon”: (vy, 31-33), Christ shows that He does not fear death and that He accepts it willingly. The Father 

| 3nd the Son are glorified through the death of Christ because His death destroys all powers of darkness. 
13:34 Many religions and philosophies teach people to love one another. What makes this command- 

| Ment new is the measure required of our love: we must love as Christ has loved us, laying down His life: 


| Net only for His friends, but even for His enemies. 


| 13:36 This is a prophecy of the martyrdom of Simon Peter, which he would suffer for the sake of Christ 
Y being crucified upside down in Rome in about ao 67 (see 21:18, 19). De WANT 3 i 
‘2 Many. ions | ord-picture of an abundance of living accommodations around a central ` 
ourtyard, Mahsione aled S eaka o the multitude of blessings that await those who enter the Kingdom 
God | F] | | ‘ | 


4:6 The d ife: T y we 'reach the Father is forever established in the Person 
) | nd the life: The way we rea | 
H Sie lab is the truth because He is the unique revelation ‘of the Father. Christ is 


tr. life who became Man so we mi 


wath and all life found, | 


He who has seen Me has seen the Father: Our 


| Tl i 
1 pi en we ourselves will become € 


m. O While human beings are made in God's Im 


that 


Gai, © and the Father are one in essence 
dheag, 


ght have life, and as He is our life, not even death can hinder us | 
°M-coming to Him. Only in Christ can one come to know the Father, for only in Christ is the way of alt 


h response to Christ determines our ett lta 
€ Fa ; er find the Father; but if we believe in Christ and follow 

S Fat PA will never find the Father; 

H her, If we reject Christ then we hildren of God,” living eternally in the love of the Father (1:12). 
age (Gn 1:26), the Incarnate Son is Himself the exact 


age | -hrict did not say, “| am the Father," for He is not. Rather, He declares 
He che Father (Co isch and ‘ind\ided in nature while being distinct Persons in the — 


JOHN 14:12 
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2“Most abeUrediy. I say to you, he who 
believes in Me, the works that I do he will 
do also; and greater works than these he 
will do, because I go to My Father.t And 
whatever you ask in My name, that I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.t “If you aska anything in My name, I 
will do it. 


œ The Coming of the Holy Spirit => 


“If you love Me, keep? My command- 
ments. !®And I will pray the Father, and He 
will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—* !’the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it neither sees Him nor knows Him; 


but you know Him, for He dwells with you | 


and will be in you.t 


e The Son’s Presence m 


18“ will not leave you orphans; [ will come | 


to you. 

19“A little while longer and the world will 
see Me no more, but you will see Me. 
Because I live, you will live also.t 2°At that 
day you will know that Lam in My Father, 
and you in Me, and I in you.* 2!He who has 
My commandments and keeps them, it-is 
he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will 


be ieved By My Father and I will love him 
and manifest Myself to him.” 

“2 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord. 
how is it that You will manifest Yourself to 
us, and not to the world?” 

43Jesus answered and said to him, “If 
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word: 
and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him. 
24He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and the word which you hear is 
not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 


æ The Son’s Departure -= 
25*These things I have spoken to you 
while being present with you. 2°But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all 


| things, and bring to your remembrance all 


things that I said to you.t 27Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 


world gives do I give to you. Let not your 


heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.t 
“8You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am 
going away and coming back to you.’ If 
you loved Me, you would rejoice because | 


14:144NU-Text adds Me. 14:15 4NU-Text reads 
you will keep. 14:284NU-Text omits I said. 





14:12 The greater works indicate that Christ’s working through mere humans after Pentecdst is greater 
than His performing signs and wonders directly. These works, attested to in the Book of Acts, include 
spreading the gospel throughout the world, miraculous healings, and raising the dead. 

14:13, 14 To pray in Christ's name does not simply mean to attach the phrase “in Jesus’ name we pray" 
to the end of prayers. Rather, to pray in His name means to pray according to His will. Just as an emis- 
sary of a king can only be said to be speaking in the king's name if he says what the king would want 
him to say, so also we can only be said to be praying in the name of Christ when we pray according to 
what He wants. The purpose here is not to get God to do our will, but for us to learn to pray properly, 


according to God's will (Mt 6:10). 


14:16 Helper (Gr. parakletos) refers to the Holy Spirit. This title also means “Comforter,” “Counselor,” 


and “Advocate.” 


14:17 The Spirit of truth is in each believer, and we are called to know Him. The Holy Spirit prays in us 
and for us when we do not know how to pray, enabling us to pray in Christ's name (14:13, 14; 

Rom 8:26) and giving us words of witness when we speak the gospel (Mk 13:11). 

14:19 The brief separation of Jesus from the disciples at His death will lead to a deeper mystical union 
after the Resurrection and to the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

14:20 That day refers to Pentecost, for as St. John Chrysostom notes, it is “the power of the Holy Spirit 


that taught them all things.” 


14:26 Helper: See note at 14:16, We have confidence in the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42) because the 
Holy Spirit is their Teacher; He brings to remembrance not only Christ's words, but also their meaning. 
We have confidence in the Church because the Holy Spirit is our Instructor as well from Pentecost until 
today, leading us into all truth (16:13). “Where the Church is, there is the Holy Spirit and the fullness of 


grace” (Iren). 


14:27 Peace was the customary Jewish word of both greeting and farewell. Perfect peace is brought by 
Christ, who reconciles humanity to God (Eph 2:14), Peace is part of the traditional greeting of Christians 
to each other (Rom 1:7; 1Co 1:3), and the greeting “Peace be to all" is offered many times ganna the 


liturgical services of the Church. 
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"gid Tam going to the Father, for My 
| father is greater than I.t 

And now I have told you before it 
somes, that when it does come to pass, you 
may believe.* %1 will no longer talk much 
with you, for the ruler of this world is com- 
ing, and he has nothing in Me.t 31But that 
he world may know that I love the Father, 
and as the Father gave Me commandment. 
şo | do. Arise, let us go from here.t 






« Union and Communion with Christ 7 
] 5 “Iam the true vine, and My Father is 


Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 
and every branch -that bears fruit He 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3You 
are already clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you. 4Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine: 
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 


| who abides in Me, and Iin him, bears much 


uit; for without Me vou can do nothing. ®If | 
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out | 


as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they are burned. “If you abide in Me, 


1455 _ 


the vinedresser.t 2Every branch in | 





Oho ssl nish 


and My words abide in you, you willa ask 
what you desire, and it shall be done for 
you. ®*By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My dis- 
ciples. 

%“As the Father loved Me, I also have 
loved you; abide in My love. !If you keep 
My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father’s com- 
mandments and abide in His love.t 

“These things I have spoken to you, that 


My joy may remain in you, and that your 


joy may be full. This is My command- 
ment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.t !8Greater love has no one than 
this, than to lay down one’s life for his 
friends. '4You are My friends if you do 
whatever I command you.t !5No longer do I 
call you servants, for a servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all things that I 
heard from My Father I have made known 


: Vou di : +N tT 
| am the vine, you are the branches. He | to you. 16You did not choose Me, but I chose 


you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in 
My name:He may give you. "These things I 
command you, that you love one another. 


15:24Or lifts up 15:78NU-Text omits you will. 


14:28 My Father is greater than I| does not mean greater in nature or essence, for the Father and the 
_ 50n share one divine nature. Nor does it mean the Son is created, for the Son is begotten from all eter- 
nity. Rather, it means that the Father, as the Fountainhead of the Trinity, is the eternal cause of the Son. 
14:29 Before it comes refers to our Lord's Passion. Telling these events beforehand strengthened the 


| disciples’ faith. 


14:30 The ruler of this world is the devil, who dominates the realm of those who do not love Christ or 
ĉep His commandments. Jesus said the devil has nothing in Me because there can be no compromise 
tween Christ or His followers and the devil. Jesus became Man, but was never stained with sin. 

14:31 Arise, let us go from here: Christ takes His disciples to another room or location to. complete His 
“Course in order to gain their undivided attention. According to St. John Chrysostom, their current 

ation was susceptible to intrusions, and the disciples were likely to be distracted from fear. 


Ou 


‘1-6 The vine is a symbol of Israel (Is 5:1-7; Jer 2:21). In contrast to disobedient and unfruitful Israel, 
‘Lord calls Himself the true vine, which together with the branches constitutes a new and fruitful 


People of God: the Church. At the Divine Liturgy, the bishop prays that the Lord will visit and confirm 
€ vineyard, the local body of Christ, which He planted with His own right hand (Ps 79:15, 16). 
0 abide in this vine is to abide in Christ and His Church. The figure of the vine and the branches rat 
WS (1) our union with Christ is intimate and real; (2) life flows from the vine to the branches—abiding 


2 See note on 13:34. 


an. "lends obey out of love and an 


N Christ ic dynamic and vitalizing; and (3) the fruit we bear is both good works and mission (v. 16; 17:18). 
10 One cannot love God and disobey His commandments. To love God is to obey Him (14:15), 


1415 /Friendchigic hial in servanthood, Servants obey their masters out of fear or a sense of 
K e enashipsahignernhan internal desire to do what is good and right. Abraham was called 
end of God” (Jam 2:23) because he obeyed God out of the belief of his heart. The disciples, and 
f ed all the saints, are honored as friends of Christ because they freely obey His commandments out 


| tio Ve, Those who have this spirit of loving obedience are open to receive and understand the revela- 


* Of the Father. 





Ma : 





15, | | | 
1716.9 This passage is read on days commemorating a holy martyr. 


— 





JOHN 15:18 _ | | 
u The World’s Hatred «> 


18“If the world hates you, you know that it 
hated Me before it hated you.t "If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own. 
Yet because you are not of the world, but | 








chose you out of the world, therefore the | 
| remember that I told you of them. 


world hates you. Y Remember the word that 
I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master. If they persecuted Me, they will 
also persecute you. If they kept My word, 
they will keep yours also. 2!But all these 
things they will do to you for My name's 
sake, because they do not know Him who 
sent Me. 22If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they would have no sin, but now they 
have no excuse for their sin. “?7He who hates 
Me hates My Father also. 24If I had not done 
among them the works which no one else 
did, they would have no sin; but now they 
have seen and also hated both Me and My 
Father. 25But this happened that the wora 
might be fulfilled which is written in their 
law, ‘They hated Me without a cause. ® 
26“But when the Helper comes, whom {1 
shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father. He 
will testify of Me.t 27And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with Mie 


from the beginning. 

] 6 “These things I have spoken to you. 
J that you should not be made to 

stumble: 2They will put you out of the syn- 





Nee 


agogues; yes, the time is coming that who- 
ever kills you will think that he offers God 
service. =And these things they will do to 
youa because they have not known the 
Father nor Me. 4But these things I have told 
you, that when the? time comes, you may 











“And these things I did not say to you at 
the beginning, because I was with you. 


~ The Work of the Holy Spirit => 

5“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, 
and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going? But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart." 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to 
your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to 
vou: but if I depart, I will send Him to you." 


| And when He has come, He will convict 
ihe world of sin. and of righteousness, and 


15:18-25 The term world is used in several distinct ways in Scripture. In some cases, it refers to all that 


of judgment:t %of sin, because they do not 
believe in Me; Vof righteousness, because | 
go to My Father and you see Me no, more; 
(of judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged. 

'2*1 still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. However, 
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He will not 





15:25 Psalm 68:5. 16:3®NU-Text and M-Text 
omit to you. 16:4#NU-Text reads their. 


is glorious, beautiful, and redeemable in God's creation (3:16). Other times, it refers to that which is 
finite in contrast to that which is eternal (11:9; 18:36). In still other instances, as here, it indicates all that 


is in rebellion against God (see also 8:23). 


The rebellion of the world against God reveals several things: (1) While union with Christ brings love, 
truth, and peace, it also brings persecution, because the world hates love and truth (v. 19). (2) The 
world hated Christ: therefore, it will hate all who try to be Christlike (v. 20). (3) The world hates Christ 
because it neither knows nor desires to know the Father (vv. 21-24). (4) Hatred for Jesus Christ is irra- 
tional and unreasonable, for Christ brings love and mercy; thus, Christ is hated without a cause (v.25). 
15:26 With respect to God's working salvation in the world, the Son sends the Holy Spirit from the Fa- 
ther. With respect to the divine nature, the Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father alone. In 
other words, the Holy Spirit receives His eternal existence only from the Father. In conformity with 
Christ's words, the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed confesses belief “in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father." While the Son is begotten of the Father alone, the Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father alone; the source, the Fountainhead, of both Persons is the Father. 

16:6 Sorrow here means “extreme grief leading to despondency or despair,” which is a sinful passion. 

“Great is the tyranny of despondency” (JohnChr). This sin is constantly referred to in the writings of the 
Desert Fathers. When the world persecutes the believer or when God seems to be absent, Christians are 
called to fight against this despondency, taking comfort from the presence of the Holy Spirit (vv. 5-15). 


16:7 Helper: See note at 14:16. 


16:8-11 Through the illumination brought by the H 
proven wrong. It will be convicted concerning (1) its sin, the ultimate of which is denying Jesus Christ; 

(2) righteousness (v. 10), which it failed to accept from Christ with faith and thanksgiving; and (3) judg- 
ment (v. 11), for all who reject Christ will receive the 


has already received (see Mt 25:41). 


oly Spirit, the world will be convicted, that is, 


same penalty that Satan, the ruler of this world, — 











eak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you 
hings to come.* He will glorify Me, for He 
will take of what is Mine and declare it to 
ou. SAM things that the ‘Father has are 
wine. Therefore I said that He will take of 
Mine and declare it to you. 


« Death, Resurrection, Ascension 
Foretold -> . 

“A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while, and you will see 
Me, because I go to the Father.”t 

Then some of His disciples said among 
themselves, “What is this that He says to 
ys, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while,,and -you.will see 


Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’2” | 


They said therefore, “What is this that Hè 
says, A little while’? We do ‘not know what 
He is saying.” | | 
Now Jesus knew that they desired to 
ask Him, and He said to them; “Are you in- 
quiring among yctirselves about what | 
said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little white, and you will see 
Me”? 2°Most assuredly, I say to you that you 
will weep and lament, but the world will re- 
joice; and you will be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will be turned into joy. fA woman, 
when she is in labor, has sorrow because 
her hour has come; but as soon as she has 
given birth to the child, she no longer, re- 
members the anguish, for joy that a human 
being has been born into the world.t 
erefore you now have sorrow; but I will 
see you again and your heart will rejoice, 
and your joy no one will take from you. 
“And in that day you will ask Me noth- 
Ng. Most assuredly, Isay: to-you, whatever 








— 


you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in 
My name, Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full, Y iih 

25“These, things I have spoken to you in 
figurative language; but the time is coming 


| when I will no longer speak to you in figura- 
tive language, but I, will tell you plainly 


about the Father.t 26In that day you will ask 
in My name, and I do not say to you that I 
Shall pray the Father for you;t -fór the 
Father Himself loves you, because you have 
loved Me, and have believed that I came 
forth from. God; 28I- came forth -from the 
Father and have come into the world. Again, 
I leave the world and go to the Father.” 
29His disciples said to Him, “See, now You 
are speaking plainly, and using no figure of 


speech! 3°Now we are sure that You know 


all things, and have no need that anyone 


should question You. By this we believe that 


You came forth from God” Bhat 
31Jesus answered them, “Do you-now be- 


| lieve? 32Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has 


now, come, that you will be scattered, each 
to his own, and will leave Me alone. And 
yet l-am- not alone,.because the- Father is 
with Me. 3°These things I have spoken to 


you, that‘in Me:you may have peace. In the 


world you will? have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
æ Christ’s Prayer for Himself «= . 

] Jesus spoke these words, lifted up 

His? eyes’ ‘to’ heaven; and = said: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your 


| 16:15 *NU-Text and M-Text, read He takes of 


Mine and will declare it to you. 16:33 *NU- 


| Text and M-Text omit !will) 053 ` 


16:13 Because the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, and because this Spirit abides in the Church, the 


oe is the guardian of all truth. 
‘1 
A His Resurrection. 

6:21 No longer remembers does not im 


l6 The first little while refers to Christ's arrest, death, and burial,-The second is His time in the tomb 


ply the faithful are to forget the Passion and Cross of Christ, > 


“NY More than a woman “forgets” labor. Rather, we now see these sufferings in light of the victory of — 


h Resurrection, and this victory trans 


ce in anguish because of the infinit 
ac 5 The time when Christ would spea 
: hates (Acts 1:3): | 
“6-28 We know prayer is offer 
ty (Mt 6:9), and He Himself praye 
+ lea, Ner and thus we pray in the name © 
| Ways the Holy Spirit Himself “makes interc 
der, 1N the Spirit” (Eph 6:18). Therefore, 
“e to all three Persons of the Trinity, 


figures our perception of sufferings. Christ's victory allows us to 
ely greater good that'comes from it (Rom 5:3-5; Php 3510). 
k plainly about the Father was during the 40 days following the 


ed in the name of God the Father, for Christ taught us to pray that 
d to the Father (11:41; 12:28; 17:1)..In Christ, we have direct access to 
f the Son as well (see note at 14:13, 14). After Pentecost, we 
ession for us” (Rom 8:26), and we are instructed to pray al- 
as Orthodox Christians, we pray continually and with confi- 
“in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit." » 


JOHN 17:2 





Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,t® 
“as You have given Him authority over all 
flesh, that He should® give eternal life to as 
many as You have given Him. And this is 
eternal life, that they may know You, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 
have sent.t 4 have glorified You on the 


earth. I have finished the work which You | 


have given Me to do.t And now, O Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the 
glory which I had with You before the world 
was. 


s. Christ’s Prayer for the Apostles -> 


5“T have manifested Your name to the men 
whom You have given Me out of the world. 
They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and 
they have kept Your word.t 7Now they have 
known that all things which You have given 
Me are from You. ®For I have given to them 


the words which You have given Me; and | 


- — a ew oe 


1458 








they have received them, and have known 
surely that I came forth from You; and they 
have believed that You sent Me. 

I pray for them. I do not pray for the 
world but for those whom You have given 
Me, for they are Yours.t "And all Mine are 
Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glori- 
fied in them. ''Now I am no longer in the 
world, but these are in the world, and | 
come to You. Holy Father, keep through 
Your name those whom You have given 
Me, that they may be one as We are.t 
2While I was with them in the world, I 
kept them in Your name. Those whom You 
gave Me I have kept; and none of them is 
lost except the son of perdition, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled.t 13But now I 


17:2 aM-Text reads shall. 17:114NU-Text and 
M-Text read keep them through Your name 
which You have given Me. 17:12 4NU-Text 
omits in the world. »NU-Text reads in Your name 
which You gave Me. And I guarded them; (or it;). 


17:1-26 Christ's prayer is often called the High Priestly P.ayer, as it contains the basic elements of 
prayer a priest offers to God when a sacrifice is about to be made: glorification (w. 3-5, 25), remem- 
brance of God's works (vv: 2, 6-8, 22, 23), intercession on behalf of others (vv. 9, 11, 15, 20, 21, 24), and 


a declaration of the offering itself (vv. 1,5). 


The passage that includes wy. 1-13 is read on the seventh Sunday of Pascha (Easter), a day remember- 
ing the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council {Nicea |) in Ap 325. At this council the heresy of Arianism 
was condemned. This heresy taught that the Son of God was created by the Father and that there was 
a time when the Son of God did not exist. We find our Lord's words here bearing witness to His divinity 
and to His filial relationship with the Father. This testimony is sufficient in itself to dismiss Arianism. 

The hour has come signifies Christ is Lord over time. “He voluntarily willed to ascend the Cross in the 
flesh” (hymn of Orthodoxy Sunday). Glorify refers to the redemption of all creation that will be accom- 
plished through the Cross and Resurrection—the purpose for which Christ was sent into the world. In 
this redemption, the Father and the Son are glorified. This is why the Cross, which is a sign of death, is 
glorified in the Church as “life-giving” and the “weapon of peace.” 

17:3 The knowledge of the only true God is far more than intellectual understanding. It is participation 
in His divine life and in communion with Him. Thus, eternal life isan ongoing, loving knowledge of 


God in Christ and the Holy Spirit. 


17:4 Christ's work can never be separated from who He is. This verse is a statement each believer can 

make at the end of life, no matter how long or short that life may be. 

17:6 The men whom You have given Me are the apostles. They are the ones through whom God's word 

comes to us. This handing down of God's word to successive generations is called apostolic tradition. 
Isaiah prophesied that in the days of the Messiah, the knowledge of the Name of God would be re- 

vealed (Is 52:6). Your name: In the OT times, the phrase “the Name” was reverently used as a substitute 

for God's actual Name “Yahweh,” which was too sacred to pronounce. The fuller revelation of the 

Name was given to those who believe in Christ, for Christ manifested the Name not only by declaring 

the Father, but by being the very presence of God and sharing the Name with Him. 

17:9 Christ first prayed for Himself (vv. 1-5) and secondly for them, the apostles (vv. 6-19). Only then 

does He pray for those whom You have given Me—all who will come to believe in Him (vv. 20-26). Here 

the world is the portion of humanity in rebellion against God, those who prefer darkness to His light. 

17:11 Holy Father is echoed in the eucharistic prayer of Didache 10:2: “We give you thanks, Holy Fa- 

ther, for Your holy name which You have made to dwell in our hearts.” 

17:12 The son of perdition ("destruction") is Judas Iscariot (6:70, 71), OT prophecy alludes to Judas 

(Ps 40:10; 108:2-13; Zec 11:12, 13), and Judas becomes a type for all who will fall away in the last days 

(see 2Th 2:3, where “son of perdition” refers to the Antichrist), 





. = [1] =x 





17:1-13 This passage is read on the Feast of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. 








world, that they may have My joy fulfilled 


in themselves. “I have given them Your | 


word; and the world has hated them be- 
cause they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world.t !5] do not pray that You 
should take them out of the world, but that 
you should keep them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. 
your word is truth.t 'SAs You sent Me into 
the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. '*And for their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they also may be sanctified by 
the truth. 


«=. Christ’s Prayer for the Church -> 


“TI do not pray for these alone, but also 
for those who will? believe in Me through 
| their word:t 2!that they all may be one, as 
| You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that 
| they also may be one in Us, that the world 
| may believe that You sent Me. **And the 


glory which You gave Me I have given them, - 


that they may be one just as We are one: 23] 


in them, and You in Me; that they may be | 
| made perfect in one, and that the world 


may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me. 


s Christ’s Prayer for All = 
“Father, I desire that they also whom 
You gave Me may be with Me where I am, 
that they may behold My glory which You 
haye given Me: for You loved Me before the 


17:14, 15 Inasmuch as Christ is from he 
elievers attract the world’s hatred. The 

dwell in the world but do not belong to 
In the Kingdom of God (3:1-5), yet their vocation i 
_ “Gainst the evil one. 

| 1717 Sanctify: To consecrate, make 

ol the sacred for God's use. St. John 


ee 
= = 


; me to You, and these things I speak in the | foundation of the world 


aven, those who are joined to Him become like Him. Thus, all 
second-century Letter to Diognetus (6:3) states, "Christians 
the world.” Reborn in Christ, Christians have their citizenship 
s in the world, where they are protected by God 


JOHN 18:8 
2350 righteous 
Father! The world has not known You, but | 
have known You; and these have known 
that You sent Me. And I have declared to 
them Your name, and will declare it, that 
the love with which You loved Me may be in 
them, and I in them.”t 


æ Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest 7- 
(Mt 26:47-56; Mk 14:43-52; Lk 22:47-53) 

| When Jesus had spoken these 

words, He went out with His disci- 
ples over the Brook Kidron, where there 
was a garden, which He and His disciples 
entered.t 2And Judas, who betrayed Him, 
also knew the place; for Jesus often met 
there with His disciples.t °Then Judas, hav- 
ing received a detachment of troops, and of- 
ficers from the chief priests and Pharisees, 
came there with lanterns, torches, and 





| weapons. “Jesus therefore, knowing all 
| things that would come upon Him, went for- 


ward and said to them, “Whom are you 
seeking?” t 

5They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, 
who betrayed Him, also stood with them.* 
6Now when He said to them, “I am He,” 
they drew back and fell to the ground. 

TThen He asked them again, “Whom are 
you seeking?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

8Jesus answered, “I have told you that l 
17:20 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit will. 





holy, separate, set apart from the world, and bring into the sphere 
Chrysostom interprets this verse as saying, “Make them holy 


fough the gift of the Spirit and by correct doctrine.” 


17:20 Those who will believe: The Church 
"nity. Christians enjoy two kinds of unity: 
€ former. 
| 1726 The ultimate goal of Christ's prayer, 
Each person, 

i This garden was at the Mount of Olive 
hey hat Christ intentionally came to the p 
tha 5 He was going to His Passion WI 

'n Judas finding Christ. 

4 That Jesus spoke first without wa 
s and in control (see vv. 8, 35). 
3 That Judas , . . stood with them show 





à | 
© drives all His accusers to the groun 


in every generation participates in the life and glory of the 
with God and with one another, the latter being rooted in 


and indeed of life itself, is for the love of the Father to dwell 


5 (Mk 14:26), 
lace known to His betrayer Judas, one of His disciples, 
llingly and voluntarily, It reveals Christ went to find Judas rather 


iting for them shows that in every step toward His arrest, He is 
s his allegiance to the priests and Pharisees (v. 3). 


6 lam He ic |i man (Grego elm), the divine Name (see note at 8:58). The power of this 
N i Heis. literally.” AM (Grag d. Even so, they do not repent. (' 


JOHN 18:9 





am He. Therefore! if you seek Me. let these 
go their way,”t that the saying might be 
fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom 
You gave Me I have lost none.” 

Then Simon’ Peter, having a- sword, 
drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 
and cut off his right ear. The servant’s 
name was Malchus. | 

\1So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 
into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup 
which My Father has given Me?” 


ase Before the High Priests; Peter’s 
Denials 7- 


(Mt 26:57-75: Mk 14:53-72: Lk 22:54-71) 


‘Then the detachment of troops and the 
captain and the officers of the Jews ar- 
rested Jesus and: bound Him. !8And they led 
Him away to Annas first, for he was the fa- 
ther-in-law of Caiaphas who was high 


priest that year.t Now it was Caiaohas 
who advised the Jews that it was expedient | 


that one man should die for'the people. 

15And Simon Peter followed Jesus. and so 
did another? disciple. Now that disciple was 
known to the high priest, and went -with 
Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.t 
t6But Peter stood at the door outside. Then 
the other disciple, who was known.to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to her who 
kept the door, and brought Peter in. "Then 
the servant girl who kept the door said to 
Peter, “You are not also one of this:Man’s 
disciples, are you?” 

He said, “I am not.”t 

l8iNow the servants and officers who had 
made a fire of coals stood there, for it was 


cold, and they warmed themselves. And 


Peter todd with tenn and wared him. 
sel 

The high priest then asked Jesus about 
His disciples and His doctrine.t 

40Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to 
the world. I always taught in synagogues 
and in the temple, where the Jews always 
meet, and in secret I have said nothing. 
21Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have 
heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they 
know what I said.” 

~22And when He had said these things, 

one of the officers who stood by struck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand; saying; 
“Do You answer the high priest like that?” 
43Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, 
| why do you strike Me?” 
| Then Annas sent Him bound to Caia- 
lohas the high priest. 
=- “Now Simon Peter stood and warmed 
| himself, Therefore they said to him, “You 
| are not also one of His disciples, are you?” 
| Fle denied it and said, “I am not!” 

“One of the servants of the high priest, a 
relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, 
“(id | not see you in the garden with Him?” 

7Peter then denied again; and immediately 
a rooster crowed.t 


~ Jesus Before Pilate 7> 
(Mt 27:1, 2, 11-27; Mk 15:1-15; Lk 23:1-22) 
Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to 
the Praetorium, and it was early morning. 
But they themselves. did not go into the 


18:15 aM- Text reads the other. 18:20 aNU-Text 


reads where all the Jews, meet. 


18:8 Notice Jesus is giving commands at His own arrest, and they are eins abeved showing He is Ta 
of His own Passion (see w. 4, 35). The obedience of Christ's captors is particularly striking in that Peter 
was not arrested when he attacked the high priest's servant with a sword (v. 10). The command to let 
the disciples go their way also indicates His mercy toward them, as they were not yet strong enough to 
face martyrdom. God does not allow a burden beyond a person's spiritual strength (1Co 10:13). 

18:13 Annas was the previous high priest and remained a force of power behind the religious estab- 
lishment (see note at Lk 3:2). Caiaphas was high priest the year of Jesus’ Crucifixion, holding the office 


from AD 18-36. 


18:15 This other disciple i is John, the author of this Gospel. It was a common practice for an author to 
conceal his name in the details of his story (see 13:23; compare Mk 14:51, 52; Lk 24:13, 18). 

18:17 A girl being the first to test Peter is an icon of the temptation of Adam by Eve (Gn 3:6). This 
fallen state is overcome in Christ, when a woman is the first to hear, believe, and proclaim the Resurrec- 


tion (20:1, 11-18), 


18:19 The questioning of the high priest tries to uncover subversive activity that would not only violate 
the Law of Moses, but be reason enough to accuse Jesus of a political crime before Pilate. Note the two 
points of question put to Jesus concern His olsciples and His doctrine, two essential components of 


Christ and His Church. 


18:27 After his three denials, Peter will be restored through his three affirmations of love following Ane 


Resurrection (21:15-17). Miagi 
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that t 
then went out to them and said, “What ac- 
cusation do you bring against this Man?” 

wThey answered and said to him, “If He 


Paste not an evildoer, we would not have 
delivered Him up to you.” 


31Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him 


| and judge Him according to your law.” 


Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not 
awful for us to put anyone to death,”t 82that 
the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which 
He spoke, signifying by, what death He 
would die.t 

3Then , Pilate entered the Praetorium 
again, Called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?” 

“Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking 
for yourself about, this, or did others tell 
you this concerning Me?” 

SPilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own 
nation and‘the chief priests have delivered 
You to me. What: have You done?”t 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of 
this world. If My kingdom’ were of this 


world; My servants would fight, so that l | 


should not be delivered tothe Jews; but 


| now My kingdom is not from here.’ ~ 


7Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a 
king then?” 
Jesus answered, “You say. rightly that I 


| am a king. For this cause I was born, and 


_ 5d He would be killed by being 





l 


for this cause I have come into the world, | i | 
18:28 St.John Chrysostom notes the irony that Christ's accusers did not fear being defiled by condemn- 


bear witness to. the truth. 
Everyone ‘who is of the truth hears My 
voice.” 

38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And 
when he had said this, he went out again to 
the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault 
in Him at all.t | r) 

39“But you have a custom that I should re- 
lease someone to you at the Passover. Do 
you therefore want me to release to you the 
King of the Jews?” 

40Then-they all cried again, saying, “Not 
this Man, but Barabbas!” Now. Barabbas 
was a robber. yt | 





So then Pilate took Jesus and 
scourged Him.t 2And the soldiers 
twisted. a crown of thorns and put it on His 
head, and they put on Him a purple robe. 
3Then they said,4 “Hail, King of the Jews!” 


| And they struck Him with their hands. 


4Pilate then went out again, and said to 
them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to 
you, that you may know that I find no fault 
in Him.” | ; SY 
sa Pilate’s Judgment -> 

(Mt 27:28-81; Mk 15:16-20; Lk 23:23-25) 

Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate 
said to them, “Behold the Man!” _ 





19:3 ®NU-Text reads And they came up to Him 
and said. er 





ng an innocent Man to death, but would not set foot into a court of justice. 


18:31 Since the chief priests of the Jews h 
Jesus (w. 29, 30), Pilate refused to pass judgment. 
put anyone to death,” they are’not referrin 
tion, for the Romans reserved the right to e 
tence Jesus to death. 


18:32 The Jewish law prescribed 
lifted up on the 


at He would die, not at the hands of the Jews, 
8:35 It is Unheard of that the accused would ha 


ad no actual crime’ with which to make an accusation against 
When the chief priests say, “It is not lawful for us to 
g to the Law of Moses, but to the laws of Roman occupa- 
xecute people. Thus, the chief priests relied on Pilate to sen- 


stoning as the usual means of execution. However, Christ had prophe- 
Cross (3:14; 8:28; 12:. 
but'by the Roman method of crucifixion. 

Ve to name the charges against himself in any court, 


12:32, 33), having foreknowledge 


That Pilate has to ask Jesus what the charges 


since th | s to name the crime. 
€ captors would be the one He might have committed (w. 29, 30). And more 


A shows that the chief priests cou 
, Portantly, it shows Jesus was Lord o) 
35 t0 come to Him in order for the tria 


Wit 


uld have an official declaration of gu 


a | ‘ompromis 
(pag. pang failed to reach a compro 
‘ 


h 


id name no crime 
d over the events o 
| to proceed. 


f His death (see vv. 4, 8). For even the governor 


me, he attempts to strike a compromise 


‘38-40 Though Pilate knows Christ to : pror 
N the Hn Weide Ea guilty, but freeing Him on account of Passover. Thus, the chief priests 
7 F ilt and Christ would not be unjustly punished. 


JOHN 19:6 | _ 1402 PAON E 


Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he 
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!”t 
l5But they cried out, “Away with Him, 
„away with Him! Crucify Him!” 
= Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” 
The chief priests answered, “We have no 
king but Caesar!” 





‘Therefore, when the chief priests and of- 
ficers saw Him, they cried out, saying, 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him! ” 

Pilate said to them, “You take Him and 
crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”4 

7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to our® law He ought to die, 


because He made Himself the Son of God.”t | | 
8Therefore, when Pilate heard that say-| Then he delivered Him to them to be 


ing, he was the more afraid, 9and went crucified. Then they took Jesus and led 
again into the Praetorium, and said to Him away.? 
| 
| 






Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus 
gave him no answer. 

l0Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not 
speaking to me? Do You not know that I 
have power to crucify You, and power to re- 
lease You?”t 


-=. Crucifixion = 
(Mt 27:32-44; Mk 15:21-32; Lk 23:26-43) 
'7And He, bearing His cross, went out to 
a place called the Place of a Skull, which is 
‘called in Hebrew, Golgotha, '*where they 
Jesus answered, “You ‘could have no | crucii Eom and two others wimi pim, 
ire way... | one On either side, and Jesus in the center. 
power at all against Me unless it had been | ioNow Pilate BIKE TEESE | 
REISE Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the 
given you from above. Thereforé the one | BR ar the wno eeN 
who delivered Me tò you has the greater | ©’ HES 5 
sin.”? 7 } JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
From then on Pilate sought to release | THE KING OF THE JEWS.t 
Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you | 
let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. | Thnen many of the Jews read this title, 
Whoever makes himself a king speaks | for the place where Jesus was crucified was 
against Caesar.” near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, 
i3When Pilate therefore heard that. say- | Greek, and Latin. | 
ing, he brought Jesus out and sat down in | 7!Therefore the chief priests of the Jews 
the judgment seat in a place that is called | Said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 
The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha., | 19:7 aNU-Text reads the law. 19:16 2NU-Text 
'4Now it was the Preparation Day of the | omits and led Him away. 








19:7-12 The chief priests finally reveal that their true charge against Christ is blasphemy (v. 7), which 

was not a crime under Roman law. According to Jewish Law, however, it deserved death (Lv 24:16). Un- 

der Roman law, the Jewish leaders could not put anyone to death. Since Pilate alone had the power to 
enforce the death penalty, he had to be given a serious political accusation. Therefore the Jews 

changed their charge from blasphemy (v. 7) to treason (v. 12), saying Jesus speaks against Caesar. | 
19:10 Pilate again looks to Christ to give him a way to avoid having to condemn Him. Once more, this | 
shows Jesus is the true Lord over the events taking place (see 18:4, 8, 35), a truth Jesus states with per- f 
fect clarity (v. 11). | 
19:11 Since Pilate had been given authority from above, he shares in the sin of condemning Jesus. 
However, as he had no previous knowledge of Christ, nor was He a Jew with the advantage of the Law 

and the prophets, Pilate’s sin was less. While the one who delivered Christ can refer either to Judas | 
(18:3) or to Caiaphas (18:28), it also refers to all mankind, for all of us sin against Christ, and thus all of i 
us have participated in delivering Him to the Cross. l 
19:14 While the synoptic Gospels date the Crucifixion on the first day of Passover, John dates it on the | 
Preparation Day, the day before Passover. Thus, in the synoptic tradition, the Last Supper is the Passover 
meal, while in John’s Gospel, Jesus, as the Lamb of God (1:29), dies at the exact time the Passover lambs 
are being slain in the temple. While it is impossible to determine which is historically accurate, both tra- 
ditions are theologically accurate—the Mystical Supper is the fulfillment of the Passover meal (the synop: 
tic tradition), and Christ's death is the fulfillment of the Passover lambs being slain (John’s tradition). 
19:19-22 A title: What was intended as an accusation and a mockery, became instead a triumphant 
symbol. Pilate’s act is prophetic, showing the Jews had risen against their own King, and that the cross 

was the means by which Christ established His Kingdom, 





— [1] | ai 
19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35 This passage is read on September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross, | 
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he Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the 
the Jews. 

2pilate answered, “What I have written, | 
| pave written” 

Then the soldiers, when they had cruci- 
fied Jesus, took His garments and made four 
| parts, to each soldier a part, and also the 

tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, 
| woven from the top in one piece.t 24They said 
_ therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear 

it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be.” that 
| the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: 





_ “They divided My garments among 
| them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots.”a 


Therefore the soldiers did these things. 


= n =— 


æ. Care for Mary m- 


“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus 
His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene to 
*When Jesus therefore saw His mother, 
and the disciple whom He loved standing 
by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold 
your son!” 27Then He said to the disciple. 
‘Behold your mother!” And from that hour 
that disciple took her to his own home. 


=. Jesus’ Death = 
(Mt 27:45-50; Mk 15:33-37; Lk 23:4449) 
“After this, Jesus, knowing? that all things 


were now accomplished, that the Scripture 


14.63 


King of 


| | JOHN 19:37 
might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!’t 29Now a 
vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and 
they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 
hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 3°So when 
Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It 





is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave 


up His spirit.t 


æ. His Side Is Pierced .~ 
3!'Therefore, because it was the Prepara- 
tion Day, that the bodies should not remain 
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away.4 22Then the 


| soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 


and of the other who was crucified with 
Him. 33But when they came to Jesus and 
Saw that He was already dead, they did not 
break His legs. *4But one of the soldiers 


| pierced His side with a spear, and immedi- 


ately blood and water came out.t 25And he 
who has. seen has testified, and his testi- 
mony is true; and he knows that he is 
telling the truth, so that you may believe. 
For these things were done that the 


Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of 
| His bones shall be broken.” 37And again 
_another Scripture says, “They shall look on 


Him whom they pierced.” 





19:24°Psalm 21:19 19:28 8M-Text reads seeing. 
19:36 “Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12: Psalm 33:2] 
19:37 Zechariah 12:10 


19:23 The tunic is interpreted as representing Christ's body in two ways. That it is woven from the top 
shows Christ came down from heaven; that it is without seam is a sign of the unity of the Church. 


13:25-27 We see here several important truths concerning Christ's mother: (1) In calling Mary _ 
Woman” (v. 26), Jesus is using a term of dignity and affection. Contrary to certain modern usages, this 
5 4 sacred title in Scripture, an address conveying deep respect and distinction (2:4; 4:21; 8:10; 20:13; 


es 


‘mpare to Gn 2:23). (2) In saying to John, “Behold your mother!” (v. 27), our Lord symbolically estab- 
shes Mary's role as mother of all faithful disciples in every generation. (3) If Mary had other children, 


“SUS Would not have placed her in the care of John, for her own children would have cared for her. 
Us the apostolic teaching that Mary remained ever-virgin is confirmed by His action. (4) Christ also 
"Monstrates we must “even to our last breath show every care for our parents” (JohnChr), 


as 


spi 
In 


1a note at Lk 23:46), 


= 
a oe 


] 
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9:28 | thirst: The Son of God assumed our human need for water in order that we might be delivered 
Hom Spiritual thirst (4:13, 14; 7:37, 38). The Scripture refers to Ps 21:16. | 3 EON UEAS 

‘30 Finished is better translated “accomplished” or “fulfilled"—not meaning Christ's life is ended, 

. Showing His divine plan of salvation has now been completed. Bowing His head, He gave up His 
MM St. John Chrysostom writes that Christ did not die first, with His head falling as a result of death. 
tead, as Lord even of His own death, Jesus first bowed His head, and then willingly gave up His spirit 


rey | i lit at sa nts. The water 

34 The | from Christ's body show the reality of the great sacraments i 

Peaks of ni iG EWART TE participation in Christ's life-giving death (Rom 3:6-11). In Communion, 

'® TeCejye His PERAN Blood, “drinking from His very side” UohnChr). It is literally the forgiveness of 

NS and the regeneration of mankind that poured at from:our|Lordis.side. | 
—— ma z 


2 a 





| 1825-27, 21:24, 25 This passage is read on September 26, the Feast of St. John the Theologian. 
"8 1-37 This FET, is read on Great and Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 


JOHN 19:38 





œ. The Burial of Jesus m- 
(Mt 27:57-60; Mk 15:42-47; Lk 23'50-56) 

38After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him per- 
mission. So he came and took the body of 
Jesus.t 3%9And Nicodemus, who at first came 
to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hun- 
dred pounds. “°Then they took the body of 
Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with 
the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to 
bury. 4!Now in the place where He was cru- 
cified there was a garden, and in the gar- 


den a new tomb in which no one had yet | 


been laid. So there they laid Jesus, be- 
cause of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the 
tomb was nearby. 


= The Tomb Is Empty =: 
2 Magdalene went to the tomb early, 


(Mt 28:1-8; MR 16:1-8; Lk'24:1-12} 
while it was still dark, and saw that the 
stone had been taken away from the terb * 
2Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, 
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid Him.”t 
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they both ran together, and the other disci- 


| ple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 
| °And he, stooping down and looking in, 


saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did 
not go in. "Then Simon Peter came, follow- 
ing him, and went into the tomb; and he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, ‘and the 
handkerchief that had been around His 
head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 


folded together in a place by itself.t Then 


the other disciple, who came to the tomb 
first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 
For as yet they did not know the Scripture, 
that He must rise again from the dead.t 
l0Then the disciples went away again to 
their own homes. 


= Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene -2 
"But Mary stood. outside by the tomb 


weeping, and as She wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb.t !2And she 


_saw two angels in white sitting, one at the 


Now the first day of the week Mary | 


head and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 

she said to them, “Because they have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him.”t 

l4Now when she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, and 
did not know that it was Jesus.t 5Jesus said 


“Peter therefore went out, and the other | to her; “Woman, why are you weeping? 
disciple, and were going to the tomb.t 4So | Whom are you seeking?” 
19:38, 39 Joseph of Arimathea was a hidden disciple, one who believed in Jesus but had made no pub- 
lic acknowledgement of faith. Nicodemus had come to Jesus by night (3:2) and later. defended Him be- 
fore the Pharisees (7:50-52). By burying Him, both show their devotion to our Lord publicly, in stark 
contrast to the fearful disciples, who had scattered. See also note at Lk 23:50-53. 
20:1 The first day of the week is Sunday, or the Lord’s Day. The remembrance of this day in Christian 
tradition does not replace the Sabbath, but completes it. Saturday still remains the Sabbath, the blessed 
day on which Christ rested in the tomb, just as He rested when He completed the creation of the uni- 
verse (Gn, 2:2). Because of the Resurrection, Sunday is also known in the Church as the eighth day, which 


symbolizes eternity, a day without end. 


20:2 Though John does not mention the other myrrhbearing women (Mk 16:1; Lk 24:10), Mary's use of 


we indicates they were present. 


20:3-8 The response of Peter and John (the other disciple) reveals each one's disposition. John's reach- 
ing the tomb first indicates his faith is lofty and full of understanding, and indeed, he is the first to 
have believed (v. 8). Peter's faith, on the other hand, is more direct and bold, shown by his immediate . 


entrance into the tomb (v. 6). | 


20:7 The details John gives concerning the linen cloths confirm the Resurrection, for if thieves had 
taken away Christ's body as Mary initially thought (v. 2), they would not have taken the time to strip 
the body, nor to fold and place each piece carefully and separately, 4 

20:9 The Scripture had foretold Christ could not remain dead (Ps 15:10). 


20:1 1-18 The encounter between the risen Lord and Mary is reminiscent of the encounter between the 
bride and her beloved in the Song of Solomon (SS 3:1-4). This parallel teaches that through the Resurre 
tion, Christ has taken the Church to be His eternal Bride (see note at 2:1-11; Eph 5:31, 32; Rev 21:9, 10). 


20:13 Woman: See note at 2:3-5, 
20:14 See note at Lk 24:16, 
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She, supposing Him to be the gardener. 
aid to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him 
away, tell me where You have laid Him, and 
j will take Him away.” 

\6Jesus Said to her, “Mary!” | 

She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” 
(which is to Say, Teacher),t 

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, 
for | have not yet ascended to My Father; 


put go to My brethren and say to them, ‘1. 


am ascending to My Father and your 
Father, and to My God and your God.” "t 

isMary Magdalene came and told the dis- 
ciples that she had seen the Lord? and that 
He had spoken these things to her.t 


«x. Jesus Appears to Ten Disciples «=> 

Then, the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled‘ 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 
_ the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with 
you."4 2°When He had said this, He showed 
them His hands and His side. Then the disci- 
ples were. glad when they saw the Lord, 

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to 
you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you." 22And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them, and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit: If you forgive the 
Sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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‘ANow Thomas, called the Twin, one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came.! The other disciples therefore said 
to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 

_ So he said to them, “Unless I see in His 
hands the print of the nails, and put my fin- 


| ger into the print of the nails, and put my 


hand into His’ side, I will not believe.” 

46And after eight days His disciples were 
again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 
came, the doors being shut, and stood in 
the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27Then 
He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger 
here, and look at My hands; and reach your 
hand here, and put it into My side. Do not 
be unbelieving, but believing.” ~—_ 

“8And Thomas answered and said to 
Him, “My Lord and my God!” : 

43 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, becaus 
you have seen Me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” = ; 


œ The Purpose of John’s Gospel -= 
And truly Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of His disciples, which are not 
written in this book;t 3!but these are writ- 
ten that you may believe that Jesus is the 


20:16 #NU-Text adds in Hebrew. 20:18 2NU- 
Text reads disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” .. . 
20:19 2=NU-Text omits assembled. 20:29 aNU- 
Text and M-Text omit Thomas. 


20:16 That Mary turned again (see v. 14) shows she had been looking back and forth between the an- 
gels (v. 12) and her Lord, sensing the awe of the angels in the presence of their Ruler, but not yet recog- 
nizing Jesus herself. Through:Christ calling Mary by name, her eyes and heart are opened, and she rec- 
°gnizes Him (see 10:3, 4). Rabboni is an affectionate term meaning “my dear Teacher." 

20:17 Do not cling to Me: Christ does not prohibit the touching of His resurrected flesh, for we com- 
Mune with His flesh in the Eucharist, and He even commands Thomas to touch Him (v. 27). Here, Christ 
s instructing Mary to understand and accept that His life is not merely continuing in the same state as 
fore, and that He will not remain with her as He did in the past, but is pressing forward to His Ascen- 
ip atathar, one s ful to Christ to the end, is the f sent to 

‘18 Mar havina remained faithful to Christ to the end, is the first person sent to pro- 
daim the bac eyes! dal the first apostle of the Resurrection. She is known in the Church as “the 
= Postle to the apostles.” ieee: : 
20:21-23 Christ commissions the disciples to continue His mission on earth, granting them the Holy 
Spirit (y, 22) and the authority to forgive the sins of others (v, 23). (See the articles “Ordination” at 

514 and “Confession” at 1Jn 1.) Through this direct consecration and through apostolic continuity, 
Christ's own Priesthood is communicated to the bishops and presbyters of the Church. _ 

24-29 The, amas is described in the Church hymns as “blessed,” for it was not a doubt of 
stance i PAIE RTN that arias ay desired a truthful answer—a "doubt which gave birth to. 
“ith” when the answer was revealed, In hymns of the Church, Christ says to Thomas, “Your doubt will 
leach My Passion and Resurrection to all,” and we affirm that his doubt “brought the hearts of believ: 
: 4 to knowledge.” The conversion of Thomas’ doubt into faith led him to the clearest confession of ~ 

hrist’s divinity, addressing Jesus as my Lord and my God (v, 28), | 


#0 Signs: See note at 2:1-11. a „= 


20:19.34 This passage is read on the second Sunday of Pascha, called Thomas Sunday. 
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you may have life in His name. 


=% Jesus Eats with the Eleven m7 
» ] After these things Jesus showed 
<a Himself again to the disciples at the 
Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed 
Himself:t 2Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 


sons of Zebedee, and two others of His dis- 


ciples were together. °Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” 

They said to him, “We are going with you 
also.” They went out and immediately? got 
into the boat, and that night they caught 
nothing. *But when the morning had now 
come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the dis- 
ciples did not know that it was Jesus.? 
"Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have 
you any food?” 

They answered Him, “No.” 

SAnd He said to them, “Cast the nët on 
the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast, and now they were not 


able to draw it in because of the multituce | 
| 


of fish.t 


Therefore that disciple whom. Jesus | -, : 
| Tiove You. 


loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now 
when Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he 
had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 





boat (for they were not far from land, but 
about two hundred cubits), dragging the 
net with fish.t Then, as soon as they had 
come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 
and fish laid on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.” 

11Simon Peter went up and dragged the 
net to land, full of large fish, one hundred 
and fifty-three; and although there were so 


| many, the net was not broken.t !2Jesus said 


to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet 
none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who 


-are You?”—knowing that it was the Lord.t 


!3Jesus then came and took the bread and 


| gave it to them, and likewise the fish." 


l4This is now the third time Jesus showed 
Himself to His disciples after He was raised 
from the dead. 

~ Jesus Restores and Commissions 

Peter 7- 

'SSo when they had eaten breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
Jonah,* do you love Me more than these?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that 


a 


21:3 4NU-Text omits immediately. 21:15 4NU- 
Text reads John. 





21:1 The Sea of Tiberias is another name for the Sea of Galilee. Because Christ's resurrected body was 
transfigured and incorruptible, it was not visible unless He willingly showed Himself. His resurrected 

body is indeed human, but it is glorified in every respect and illustrates the kind of body each believer 
will have in the general resurrection (see 1Co 15:42-49). is 


21:4 See note at Lk 24:16. 


21:6, 7 This is the second time Christ provided a multitude of fish for these men (Lk 5:4-6). Jesus often 
revealed Himself after the Resurrection through words and acts that were familiar (20:16; Lk 24:35). It is 
through this familiar grace that our Lord is recognizable to all His followers (see also note at Lk 5:6). 
John, the beloved disciple, is the first to perceive that the Man on the shore is the Lord, showing that 
love for Christ brings spiritual insight. Peter plunging into the sea demonstrates the boldness of his 


faith (see note at 20:3-8). 


21:8 The great catch of fish is an image of the disciples bringing mankind to the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and it fulfills the prophecy of Jer 16:16. In the festal hymn of Pentecost we sing to Christ, 
“Through the fishermen, You drew the world into Your net.” 

21:11 Peter takes the initiative in dragging the net to land, an act symbolic of his leadership in the 
early Church. That the net was not broken shows the invincibility of the Church, while the number one 
hundred and fifty-three symbolizes all nations of humanity. 

21:12 The disciples’ inner desire to ask Christ, “Who are You?” shows His form was altered in a way that 
amazed them, Yet they did not ask because they knew even though His appearance was altered, it was 


the Lord. 


21:13 This meal is reminiscent of the feeding of the five thousand and carries the same eucharistic sig- 
nificance (see note at 6:2-14), The fish became a symbol of identity for early Christians. The initials of 
the phrase “Jesus Christ, God's Son, Savior” in Greek form the acronym ICHTHYS, which is Greek for 


"fish." | 
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things; You know that I love You.” 


—— 


mi 
| ‘cles and parables, these too are 


Te said to him, “Feed My lambs.”t 






1467 _JOHN 21:25 
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had leaned on His breast at the supper, and 
said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays 


He said to him again a second time, 
You?”t 2!Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, 


„simon, son of Jonah,* do you love Me?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that 
[love You." o 

He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 

iHe said to him the third time, “Simon, 
son of Jonah,* do you. love Me?” Peter was | 
sieved because He said to him the third 
me, ‘Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all 


“But Lord, what about this man?” 
22Jesus said to him, “If I will that he re- 
main till I come, what is that to you? You 
follow Me.” 
23Then this saying went out among the 
brethren that this disciple would not die. 
| Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would 
not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I 
W | come, what is that to you?” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. !8Most | 24This is the disciple who testifies of 
assuredly, I say to you, when you were | these things, and wrote these things; and 
younger, you girded yourself and walked | we know that his testimony is true.t 
where you wished; but when you are old, you 25And there are also many other things 
will stretch out your hands, and another will | that Jesus did, which if they were written 
gird you and carry you' where you do not | one by one, I suppose that even the world 
wish”t 8This He spoke, signifying by, what | itself, could not contain the books that 
death he would glorify God. And when He | would be written. Amen.t 
had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” 
~ The Beloved Disciple and His Book > 
Then Peter, turning around, saw the dis- | 91:16 :NU-Text reads John. 21:174NU-Text 
ciple whom Jesus loved following, who also | reads John. 








21:15-17 That Christ singles out Simon Peter has a twofold significance: (1) Peter was the leader 
among the disciples, and thus had to be the first to confess his love for the risen Lord. (2) Peter had 
denied Christ three times (18:17, 25-27), and here Christ restores Him with a threefold confession of 


love. 

It is important to note that the first two times Christ inquires of Peter, “Do you love Me?” He uses a 
form of the word agape, which denotes the highest form of sacrificial and self-emptying love, the kind 
of love God has for man and that man can develop only through maturing in God's grace. Each time, 
however. Peter is unable to claim such a lofty love. When Peter answers, “You know that | love You,” 
ne uses the term philo, which is a lesser form of love, akin to brotherly affection. When the Lord asks 
the third time, “Do you love Me?” He has changed to the term philo, condescending to Peter’s weak- 
Ness and accepting whatever love Peter is able to offer. Nevertheless, Christ knows that Peter will de- 
velop agape love for Him, as Peter will eventually accept martyrdom for His sake (vv, 18, 19). Peter was 
grieved both that the Lord had to condescend to his level of love and that this was a clear, though gen- 
te, reference to his three denials. 
21:18, 19 This is Christ's second prophecy of Peter's martyrdom (see 13:36), which Peter would suffer 
under Nero in about ap 67 by being crucified upside down. 

21:20-23 This disciple is John, the author of this Gospel. St. John lived a long life, dying at about the 
àge of 100 (c. ap 98-108). Early Christians marveled at his longevity, and some thought he would not die 
fore the return of Christ. John corrects this assumption by clarifying that Jesus did not say to him 


at he would not die. 


1:24 John’s use of we indicates he had an assistant. Tradition holds John used a scribe named Procho- 


lus Who wrote down his words and teachings; this scribe is shown in many icons. 
125 Ackn AREG tains only a fraction of Christ's life, John has written his book to 
i owled his Gospel contains only a tractio ' 
bring his hearers Sth (2030). While the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke contain many more 
| far from exhaustive, This verse not only emphasizes the holiness of 


at Was written, but also points to the ongoing oral tradition within the Church (see 2Th 2:15). 








Aut hor- Traditionally, Acts, is. bee to Luke—“the beloved Shea” as 

>- Paul calls him (Col 4:14); the “disciple of Paul,” as St. John Chrysostom 
describes him. It is a continuation iby Luke of the account given in his gospel 
(see note on 1:1). | 





(Da te—Acts was written about AD 75-85, some time after the composition of 
the Gospel of Luke. : O R, te 


Major Theme- he spread of the pee iy the apostles From AA to the 

=) whole world (1:8). The Book of Acts récounts the triumphant march of the 
Christian mission from Jerusalem throughout the Roman empire. This. 
achievement points to the work of the Holy Spirit, who descended on the 
early Church, empowering the apostles and other missionaries to carry the 
good news of salvation. At the same time; Acts narrates the expansion of 
the Church by means of f small congregations. 





The primary subtheme of Acts is the same as the major theme of the 
Gospel of Luke: Immanuel, God with us. In Luke’s gospel, God is with us in. 
His incarnate Son. In Acts, the incarnate Son of God is yet present in | the 
Church by the power of the. Holy Spirit, el ORG | | 


Back round— ‘The Acts of the Apostles i is a csr ap and A record . 
S of how the Church developed, as seen through the actions of the early | 
Christians. The book is not to be read as a blueprint for reproducing the 
specific details and aspects of the Church which we read there. However, it is 
of great importance for understanding the organization and structure of the 
Church; its method of resolving controversies; the role of apostles, RSHo ps: 
priests (elders), and deacons, and the spiritual life of the Church. 


Outline — i apnol tid te 


I. Introduction (1:1—3) 

II, The Birth of the Church (1:4—12:24) | 
A. Preparation for the church (1; 4-26) di 
B, Beginning of the church (2:1—4:37)_, 
C. Life in the church (5:1—7:60) . M | 
D, Persecution and expansion of the church: 

(8:1—1 2:24) 
IIL. The Growth of the Church aon Aaaah: 
The Labor of Paul (12:25—28;31) 
A, Barnabas and Saul commissioned 
(12: 25—13; 33) 


a 
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B. The first missionary journey 
(13;4—14:28) 

G The Jerusalem Council (15: 1-35) . 

D, The second missionary journey 
(11536518122) ay, 

E. The third missionary Journey 

| (18:23-—21;44)) i 
F Paul in Jerusalem (21;15—23;22) 
G. The journey to Rome (23:23—28:31) 
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Pentecost o> om. Day 40: The Ascension m 
_ The former account I made, O Theoph- | 9Now when He had spoken these things, 
ilus, of all that Jesus began both to do | while they watched, He was taken up, and 
and teach," 2until the day in which He was | a cloud received Him out of their sight.t 
aken up, after He through the Holy Spirit | !°And while they looked steadfastly toward 
had given commandments to the apostles | heaven as He went up, behold, two men 
whom He had chosen,t stood by them in white apparel, '|!who also 
uA , : said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
m Days feast Promise of the gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
Holy Spirit 7 who was taken up from you into heaven, 
sto whom He also presented Himself | will so come in like manner as you saw 
alive ce His Se many infallible | Him go into heaven.” 
roofs, being seen by them during’ forty f 
to the kingdom of God.t ; Pentecost | 
‘And being assembled together with| “Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
‘hem, He commanded them not to depart the mount called Olivet, which is near Jeru- 
fom Jerusalem, but to wait for the | Salem, a Sabbath day’s journey.t And 
Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, | When they had entered, they went up into 
‘vou have heard from Me;t 5for John truly | the upper room where they were staying: 
baptized with water. but you shall be bap- | Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and 
tized with the Holy Spirit not many days | [homas; Bartholomew and Matthew, 
from now.” 6Therefore, when they had | James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the 
come together, they- asked Him, saying, | Zealot; and Judas the son of James. “These 
‘Lord, will You at this time restore. the | 2! continued with one accord in prayer and 
kingdom to Israel?”t 7And He said to them, supplication,* with the women and Mary 
ott j i TA ' | the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 
tis not for you to know times or seasons isAnalin' those davs Péter tosd nith 
which the Father has put in His own au- And IN ThOSe days Peter Stoo up ras 
midst of the disciples? (altogether the num- 


_ thority. "But you shall receive power when : 
| J ber of names was about a hundred and 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and be p : 


you shall be witnesses to Me? in Jerusa- 
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth.” 






——— 
—— 


«. From Passover to 


i 
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1:8 2NU-Text reads My witnesses. 
1:148NU-Text omits and supplication. 
1:15 8®NU-Text reads brethren. 





1:1 The former account is the Gospel of Luke (see Lk 1:3). The Gospel covers over 30 years of Christ's 

earthly life: Acts covers over 30 years of early Church life. Theophilus: See note at Lk 1:3. | 

1:2 During the Last Supper, Jesus promised to teach His disciples through the Holy Spirit (Jn 16:13). Af- 

ter His Resurrection, His promise is fulfilled. 

1:3 Forty is a number indicating completion or fulfillment, | | poor 

1:4 The Promise of the Father is the gift of the Holy Spirit (v. 5), which the Jews had been expecting to 

“company the messianic age (see Joel 3:1). | 
6 a the disciples are il fixated on the establishment of an earthly kingdom shows that the Holy _ 

Pirit has not yet been given, for only after Pentecost do the disciples receive the full understanding of 
le Kingdom of God. Here, the disciples are asking the wrong question, for Christ will not restore the. 
'ngdom to Israel, but will rather restore israel and the world to the Kingdom. 
1:9-11 Christ's Ascension is His enthronement in the fullness of divine authority and glory. Icons of the 

ension represent Christ in such a way that one cannot tell whether He is going to heaven y somos 
“Jain to earth. This captures the profound truth that we are already living under His reign while any - 
hg His return. Thus, the icon shows Christ being taken up (v.11), coming again in like mannar At | h 

yet continually pene (Mt 28:20). Believers are not to stand idly gazing up into heaven, but rather 
A called to virtuous faith and action in this world until Christ's IRH, arit sman mbivib af aog S 
ut A Sabbath day’s journey is the distance the Jews could travel without breaking the 5abba : 


ething under a mile. Sn ee X 
1: | 


1-8 This i scha (Easter). 
is passage is read on Holy Paschi 20. 
| 11-12 This e is read on the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. 














Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of 
David concerning Judas, who became a 
guide to those who. arrested Jesus;t !’for-he 
was numbered with us and obtained a part 
in this ministry.” 

I8(Now this man purchased, a field with 
the wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, 
he burst open in the middle and all his en- 
trails gushed out.t “And it became known 


to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that 


field is called in their own language, Akel 
Dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms: 


‘Let his dwelling place be desolate, — 
And let no one live in It’; 


and, 


‘Let? another take his office. ct 


21“Therefore, of these men who have ac- | 
| them utterance.t 


companied us all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, begin- 
ning from the baptism of John to that,day 


when He was taken up from us, one of | 
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these must become a witness with us of His 
resurrection.” 
23 And. they proposed two: Joseph called 


Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 


Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, 
O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show 


which of these two You have chosen 2°to 


take part in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas by transgression fell, 
that he might go to his own place.” And 


| they cast their lots, and the lot fell on 


Matthias. And he, was. numbered with the 
eleven apostles.t 
ox. Day 50: Pentecost -= 

9, When the Day of Pentecost had fully 
Æ; come, they were all with one accord? in 
one place.t® 2And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. °>Then there appeared to 
them‘ divided ‘tongues, as of fire, and one 
sat upon each of them.t 4And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 


1:20 °Psalm 68:26 >Psalm 108:8 Greek p; - 
episkopen, position of overseer 2:1 aNU-Text 
reads together. ej 


1:16 Because the apostles had been enlightened by Christ to understand the OT as pointing to Him and 
His works (Lk 24:27), Peter now sees these two prophetic psalms (v. 20) as foretelling the fate of Judas. 
1:18 See Mt 27:3-5. Though the accounts may seem to differ, Luke’s report here is merely a more de- 
tailed account of Judas’ end. This should also be understood in a spiritual sense, that the heart and soul 
of the rebellious or faithless person will be spilled out in the final judgment. 
1:20 The Greek word episkope, here rendered office, is literally “bishopric” and refers to the apostolic 
position of overseer. Thus, we learn the apostles were the first bishops of the Church. The authority of 
overseeing the life of the Church continues in the bishops who stand in their succession. 
1:26 Casting lots to discern the will of God has been practiced since ancient times (Jos 18:6-10; 
Neh 11:1; Jon 1:7) and continues in various places in the Church to this day. This should not be misun- 
derstood as surrendering all authority to random chance. The authority of the apostles is shown by 
their offering of specific names (v. 23). Nevertheless, the final outcome is left to God. 
2:1 The Day of Pentecost, also called the Feast of Weeks in the OT (see Lv 23:16), comes 50 days after 
Passover and is a celebration of the first fruits of harvest. As Jesus was crucified at Passover, the events 
of ch. 2 occur 50 days after His death, On the first Christian Pentecost, the unity of assembling with one 
accord (or purpose) in one place provides the environment in which the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us. 
2:3 The Holy Spirit coming in the appearance of divided tongues, as of fire fulfills the prophecy of John 
the Baptist that Christ would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire" (Lk 3:16). This fire is a manifes- 
tation of the uncreated energy of God. Because God is wholly uncreated, His power or energy is also 
uncreated. | | Priv a EN | 
2:4-8 This Ís a fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel 3:1 and a divine reversal or recapitulation ofthe — 
events at the Tower of Babel (Gn 11:1-9). In the account of Babel, pride was shown to possess the awe- 
some power to divide; here, the humble reception of the Holy Spirit is shown to have the overwhelm- 
ing power to unite, even in diversity. A key lesson of Pentecost is that the people hear the gospel in 
their own language. REL ae 
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2:1-11 This passage is read on the Feast of Pentecost (Trinity) Sunday, the seventh Sunday after Pascha 
(Easter). bart bo of oth 10 W Lane rier DIT ee 
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=SPaCHRISMATIONsaq]a 


) From earliest times the Church’ has practiced chrismation immediately following baptism. 
In the sacrament of chrismation (Gr. chrismatis, “ahointing”) the newly baptized person 
receives the Holy Spirit through anointing with oil by the bishop òr priest. The roots of © 
this sacrament are clear in both the Old and New Téstaments and are especially brought 
to light on the Day of Pentecost. : : A l 


Promises of the Holy Spirit from the Old Testament. In his sermon on Pentecost, St. Peter 
quotes the well-known prophecy of Joel, “I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh” (2:17; see 
Joel 3:1). This promise was significant because under the old covenant, the gift of the Spirit . 
had been given only to a few—the patriarchs, the prophets, and some of the judges. Certain 
leaders of Israel were indwelt with the Holy Spirit to accomplish their tasks. Joel, however, 
prophesied that the Holy Spirit would be given to all God’s people, “all flesh.” This was ful- ~ 
filled at Pentecost, for Peter exclaims, “this [outpouring of the Spirit] is what was spoken by 
the prophet Joel” (2:16). : Sie E SAOR 
Other Old Testament prophets who speak of this same promise of the Spirit include. 
Jeremiah (Jer 38:31—34) and Ezekiel (Ezk 36:25-27). In fact, the Ezekiel passage ties together 
the water and the Spirit ina prophetic vision of baptism-and chrismation, -c gme. 


Jesus promises the Holy Spirit. Our Lord Jesus Christ repeatedly promised the gift of the | 


| Holy Spirit to His disciples. Early'in His public ministry He said; ““If anyone thirsts; let him 





come to. Me-and drink. He who believes in Me, as the scripture has said, out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.’ But this'He spoke concerning the Spirit” (Jn 7:37-39). Jesus also 
said, “I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you 
forever” (Jn 14:16). } | Bison Prani 
Christ promised the Holy Spirit would reveal truth to the Church. “When He, the Spint 
of truth, has come, He wili guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own author- 
ity, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glonfy 
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare! it to you” (Jn 16:13, 14). Jesus says the 
Holy Spirit will bring glory to Him, Christ. This gives us an excellent means of testing 
Whether or not acts attributed to the Holy Spirit do indeed belong to Him a | 
The last words of Christ before His Ascension include a promise: “John truly baptized _. 
with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from, now” (1:5)... = 
This word was fulfilled ten days later on the Day of Pentecost. | 
How is the Holy Spirit given to us? The people who heard Peter speak at Pentecost asked 
how they might receive salvation..He answered, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
aptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 
he Holy Spirit” (2:38). We repent (turn from our sins and toward Christ); we are baptized; 
We are given “the gift of the Holy Spirit,” chrismation. That practice has never changed. 
In Acts 8, Philip, the deacon.and evangelist, preached in Samaria (vv. 5-8): Many believed 
and were baptized (v, 12), The apostles came and later confirmed these new believers with the 
bift Of the Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands (vv. 14-17). Here is the sacrament of 
hrismation following Holy Baptism. Later, the apostle'Paul met some disciples of John the 
““Ptist who had not been present when Peter spoke at Pentecost (19:1-7). They believed 
Christ, “were baptized” (v. 5), and “the Holy Spirit came upon them “(vo 6), again ` 
ough the hands of an apostle, .. O TN ENUN i} Nes 
The promise of God includes both our union with Christ in Holy Baptism and g 
the Bift of the Holy Spirit at chrismation. spal | aN ae TH REN i a 





ACTS 2:5 | 14:72 


©. Witness to the World =: | And they shall prophesy. 

5And there were dwelling in Jerusalem | !°/ will show wonders in heaven above 
Jews, devout men, from every nation under And signs in the earth beneath: 
heaven. And when this sound occurred, Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 
the multitude came together, and were con- | 2°The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
fused, because everyone heard them speak | And the moon into blood, 
in his own language. ’Then they were all Before the coming of the great and 
amazed and marveled, saying to one an- awesome day of the LORD. 
other, “Look, are not all these who speak | 2!And it shall come to pass 
Galileans? §And how is it that we hear, That whoever calls on the name of the 





each in our own language in which we | LORD 

were born? Parthians and Medes and Shall be saved. ”? 

Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, jga é 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, a~ Jesus Is the Messiah «7> 


\0Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the | “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 

parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors | of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, | by miracles, wonders, and signs which God 

llCretans and Arabs—we hear them speak- | did through Him in your midst, as you 

ing in our own tongues the wonderful | yourselves also know— **Him, being deliv- 

works of God.”.!2So they were ail amazed | ered by the determined purpose and fore- 
| 





and perplexed, saying to one another,| knowledge of God, you have taken? by law- 
“Whatever could this mean?” less hands, have crucified, and put to death; 

13Others mocking said, “They are full of | 24whom God raised up, having loosed the 
new wine.” | pains of death, because it was not possible 


| that He should be held by it. 2°For David 
= Witness to the Jews: Peter’s Sermon > | says concerning Him: 


l4But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
raised his voice and said to them, “Men of 
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let | 
this be known to you, and heed my words.t 
iSFor these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
Since it is only the third hour of the day. 





‘I foresaw the LORD always before my 
face, 
For He is at my right hand, that | may 
not be shaken.t 
26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my | 
tongue was glad; 
Moreover my flesh also will rest in 
hope. . | | 
~ 27For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 





æ The Holy Spirit Has Come => 


l6But this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel:t. 


17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last 


days, says God : corruption. 

i F: iy By 28 Yo | | en 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all You BS a known to me the way 
flesh; MIC, | nee 

Your sons and your daughters shall You bites a a) c me full of joy in Your 
prophesy, K . 


Your young men shall see visions, 
Your old men shall dream dreams. 
i8 And on My menservants and on My 
maidservants 
I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 


29“ Men and brethren, let me speak freely 
to you of the patriarch David, that he 1S 


2:21 “Joel 2:28-32 2:23 :NU-Text omits have 
taken, 2:289Psalm 15:8-11 





2:14-40 Peter's sermon focuses on two prophetic themes: (1) the promised coming of the Holy Spirit 
(vv. 14-21); and (2) the Resurrection of Christ (vv. 22-40). This pattern of showing the OT prophecy be- 
ing fulfilled in Christ is the central means by which the apostles preached the gospel (see 8:35). This 
method of preaching led directly to the multitude’s repentance, baptism, and reception of the Holy 
Spirit (vv. 38, 39). 

2:16-21 On Pentecost, the first part of Joel's prophecy (vw. 17-19) was fulfilled with the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. The second part (vv. 19-21) will be fulfilled at the Second Coming of Christ. 

2:25-32 See notes at Ps 15. 
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poth dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
to this day. Therefore, being a 
rophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that of the fruit of his 
pody, according to the flesh, He would 
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, | 
lhe, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul 
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 
corruption. **This Jesus God has raised 
up, of which we are all witnesses. 
“Therefore being exalted to the right 
hand of God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 
poured out this which you now see and | 
hear. 
4“For David did not ascend into the 
heavens, but he says himself: 





‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
9 Til] I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.” ”®? 


‘Therefore let all the house of Israel | 
know assuredly that God has made this | 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 


Christ.”t 


~ What Shall We Do? 7- 

Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, 
What shall we do?”t 

8Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and | 
let every one of you be baptized in the 


1473 





ACTS 2:47 


sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.t 39For the promise is to you and 


Ee ——_—_— —= 


to your children, and to all who are afar off, 
„as many as the Lord our God will call.” 


~. The First Converts Baptized 7 


40And with many other words he testified 
and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from 
this perverse generation.” *#!Then those 
who gladly received his word were bap- 
tized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them. 


~. The Life of the First Church => 
42And they continued steadfastly in the 


apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 


breaking of bread, and in prayers.t ®Then 
fear Came upon every soul, and many won- 
ders and signs were done through the 
apostles. “Now all who believed were to- 
gether, and had all things in common,t 
4and sold their possessions and goods, 
and divided them among all, as anyone 
had need. | 

46So continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house 


to house, they ate their food with gladness 


and simplicity of heart, “praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church? daily those who 
were being saved. 


2:30 2NU-Text omits according to the flesh, He 
would raise up the Christ and completes the 
verse with He would seat one on his throne. 
2:35 4Psalm 109:1 2:41 2NU-Text omits gladly.” 


name of Jesus Christ for the remission of | 2:47 2NU-Text omits to the church. 


ee ——= — — 


us "om home. While such communa! 
ha, Onasteries. Furthermore, it cont! 





2:36 The term made refers to Christ's Incarnation and works as a Man, and not to His eternal existence 


Lord and God. 7 


2:37 Peter's listeners were cut to the heart because they understood and had been prepared by the OT. 
most half of Peter's message is a quotation of OT scriptures. The evidence that Jesus fulfills these 


Prophecies is overwhelming to them. 


238, 39 Peter’ defines Christian life within the Church. We must (1) repent, (2) be baptized, 
ànd (3) receive the iftotithe Holy Spirit. The baptismal service of the Orthodox Church reflects this — 
Way of life. Candidates first repent, confess their sins, and renounce the devil. Second, they are baptized 


Y immersion. Third, they are given the gik onnen 


ah Central elements of worship that were present 
in UrCh to this day: apostolic doctrine being ta 
ni ot the eucharistic bread, and specific 
„Siring to specific liturgical prayers. The J 
nt prayers being the Psalms. Because the 
_Porated them into NT worship. 


* 45 Having all things in common was practice 


nefit of all mankind. 





nually reminds us that all 


oly Spirit through chrismation. 

from the very beginning continue in the Orthodox 
ught in the fellowship of a common assembly, the break- 
liturgical prayers. Prayers is literally “the prayers” in Greek, 
ews had practiced liturgical prayer for centuries, the preemi- 
Psalms point so clearly to Christ, Christians immediately in- 


das anecessity, for many of the new converts were- 
| living is not a mandate for all Christians, it is still practiced in vari- 


things belong to God and are for the 


ACTS 3:1 i l 1474 


æ Evangelism: A Lame Man Is Healed -= | you delivered up and denied in the pres- 
Now Peter and John went up together | ence of Pilate, when he was determined to 
) to the temple at the hour of prayer, the | let Him go. '*But you denied the Holy One 
ninth hour.t 2And a certain man lame from | and the Just, and asked for a murderer to 
his mother’s womb was carried, whom they be granted to you, "and killed the Prince of 
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is | life; whom God raised from the dead, of 
called Beautiful, to ask alms from those | Which we are witnesses. '*And His name, 
who entered the temple: 3who, seeing Peter | through faith in His name, has made this 
and John about to go into the temple, asked | Man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, 
for alms. ‘And fixing his eyes on him, with | the faith which comes through Him has 
John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 5So he gave | Siven him this perfect soundness in the 
them his attention, expecting to receive | Presence of you all. | | 
something from them. ®Then Peter said, | _ Yet now, brethren, | know that you did 
“Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do | it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. “But 
have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ | those things which God foretold by the 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”t 7And he mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ 
took him by the right hand and lifted him | Would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. “Repent 
up, and immediately his feet and ankle | therefore and be converted, that your sins 
bones received strength. °So he, leaping up, | MAY be blotted out, so that times of refresh- 
stood and walked and entered the temple | 48 May come from the presence of the 
with them—walking, leaping, and praising | Lord. “and that He may send Jesus Christ, 
God. %And all the people saw him walking | WMO was preached to you before,* ‘whom 


‘ei 4 OT | + | heaven must receive until the times of 
and praisin pds knew th . i 
Was AT ta oa ae y ane restoration of all things, which God has 


| Hay wera | spoken by the mouth -of all His holy 
Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were prophets: cine citer world began = akon 


PANE neat SORE ENT A WHat | Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lorp 
your God will raise up for you a Prophet 
-= Peter’s Sermon at Solomon’s Porch = | like me from your brethren. Him you shall 
lINow as the lame man who was healed hear in all things, whatever He Says to you. 
held on to Peter and John, all the people | “And it shall be that every soul who will not 
ran together to them in the porch which is | “¢ar that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed 
called Solomon’s, greatly amazed.t 12Sọ | from among the people.’ *Yes, and all the 
when Peter saw it, he responded to the peo- | Prophets, from Samuel and those who fol- 
ple: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at low, aS many as have spoken, have also 
this? Or why look so intently at us, as foretold’ these days. 2°You are sons. of the 
though by our’ own ‘power’ or’godliness'‘we | =) 2 "=r ater S to aro 
had made this man walk?t The God of | 3:7? ‘NO Test and M Text peed Chae tess 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our | 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15, 18.19 3:24®NU-Text 
fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom | and M-Text read proclaimed. 
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3:1 At the hour of prayer, the ninth hour: The apostles were observing regular. Jewish hours of prayer, 
just as believers had done for centuries (Ps 54:18; Dan 6:11). The practice of praying at-the first (6:00 
a.m.), third (9:00 a.m.), sixth (12:00 noon), and ninth (3:00 p.m.) hours of the day carried over into the 
Church from the start. This practice continues to this day in the Orthodox Church in private prayers, in 
monasteries, and in some parishes. (See also 10:3, 9, 30.) Fa KES Aisy | 

3:1-10 The apostles participate not only in preaching and teaching but in healing as well, The sacra- 
ment of healing manifests God’s presence in the Church and confirms the message of the gospel. 

3:6 In the name; See note at Jn 14:13, 14. 

3:11 Solomon’s porch is in the temple area. iT i 

3:12-26 Peter's sermon clarifies several key truths concerning Jesus: (1) He reveals the identity of Jesus, 
by whose power the lame man was healed. He is God's Suffering Servant (v. 13), the Holy One (v. 14) of 
God, the Prince of life (v. 15), the Christ foretold by the prophets (v. 18). (2) As prophesied, Christ was 
rejected, for the leaders had Him killed (v. 15). But God raised Him, and the apostles are witnesses to 
that Resurrection (v: 15). (3) The rejection of Christ shows profound ignorance of God's saving activity 
(vv. 18-20). (4) The only saving response the people can make is to repent and be converted (v. 19), 
which is a thorough change of mind and heart. (5) The rewards of conversion include forgiveness of 
sins, renewal, and confidence in the glorious Second Coming of Christ (vv. 19-26). | 
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oe ATS ACTS 4:22 
rophets, and of the covenant which God 

made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, 
ynd in your seed all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.”* 6To you first, God, 
having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent 
Him to bless you, in turning away every one 
of you from your iniquities,”t 








——— 


| Stands here beforé you whole. !!This is the 
‘Stone which was rejected by you builders, 
which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 
'2Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”t 
'3Now when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated and untrained men, they 
marveled. And they realized that they had 
been with Jesus.t '4And seeing the man 
who had been healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it. 15But 
when they had commanded them to go 
aside out of the council, they. conferred 
among. themselves, ‘*saying,. “What shall 
we do to these men? For, indeed, that a no- 
table miracle has been done through them 
| is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, 
and ;we cannot deny it.t !7But-so.that it 
spreads no further among the people, let us 
severely threaten. them, that from, now on 
they speak to no man in this.name.” 












-~. Peter and John Arrested > 


| Now as they. spoke to the people, the 
4 priests, the captain of the temple, and 
the Sadducees came upon them,t 2being 
greatly disturbed that they taught the people 
and preached in Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead. *And they laid hands:on them, and 
put them in custody until the next day, for it | 
was already evening. *However, many of 
those who heard the word believed; and the 
number of the men came to be about: fiv 
thousand. | 





æ Before the Sanhedrin. — 
*And it-came to pass, on the next: day, 


that their rulers, elders, and scribes, as | = : 
well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, | i} S0 they called them and commanded 
em not to.speak at all nor teach in the 


John, and Alexander, and as many as were | == Rad fa t 
of the family of the high priest, were gath- | Yams fey cr Susie But eier and a anan 
ered together at. Jerusalem...7And-when | SWeted and saidoto them, Whether It is 
they had set them in the midst, they, asked, | “@ht in the sight of God to listen to, you 
‘By what power or by what name have you | More than to God, you judge." For we can; 
‘ea thar GOF oy not but speak the things which we have 
r : - n i U ; ] r $ 
‘Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, | Seen ane Heard: | 30 when they had fur 
an, 2 Beat er threatened them, they let them. go, 
said to them, “Rulers of the people and el- finding no way of punishing them, because 
ders of Israel: *lf we this day are judged for | >f the people since they all glorified God 
à good deed d to a helpless man, by | ° the peanien since Tagy Bee ORES AN 
One : for what had been done. 22For the man was 


what means he has been made well, letit | ~~ SARE RIESE 
: $ over forty years old on whom this miracle 
€ known to you all, and to all the people,of ofthealinhad bean’ cerformed: 


Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of a e a a 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God | 3:25 «Genesis 22;18; 26:4; 28:14 4:11 °Psalm. à; 
 'alsed from the dead, by Him. this man | 117:22 fy 








3:26 Repentai lays brini ings from the Lord. Some fear turning away from sin makes life 
ance always bring blessings Tro! | | | 
hard to fa Instead Phi BuGh repentance, life that was merely existence is transformed into real liv- 
Ng—that is, living in faith, love, joy, and confident hope. Va at 
Se ca semen beats bal ci ti b t indicates His will His life His person 
2 The nam hrist is not simply a verbal pronunciation, but indicate Il, His life, His person, 
iis very eenaa, NEn in the Paa of Christ indicates salvation in His eternal being. As Christ is the 
ns and only Son of God, salvation can only'be found in Him. ‘ he i 7 : | ht A ve 
13 Unedu ‘untrained refers specifically to religious education, This lack of religious training ` 
Ads in sortie to tte expertise of the Sanhedrin. The wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit transcend 
"thly religious training, for God works in the humble and simple as well as in those who are formally 
‘sated or influential, o i nu 
Mm , The admission of a notable mi | 
eart where there is no repentance. | ie me 
aL While God commands our obedience to governing authorities rans ella 1 eN pecie ; 
0 beth t follow God and be willing to accept 
th God comes first. When the twọ are in conte thelbelleve rss O oW Go al g p 


A “Onsequences, | 





n — 


Ca 


racle without a faithful response illustrates the hardness of the hu: 





ACTS 4:23 oa ee Oe s — itn 
IPA Prayer and Power 7> among them who lacked; for all sn were 
: V we aj | pos f lands or houses sold them 
23And being let go, they went to their own | POSSessors O ta them, 
companions and reported all that the chief and brought the proceeds of the things that 
priests and elders had said to them. 24So | were sold, and laid them at the apostles 
when they heard that, they raised their | feet; and they distributed to each as anyone 
voice to God with one accord and said: | had need. VA 
“Lord. You are God, who made heaven and | **And Joses,’ who was also named Bar- 
earth and the sea, and all that is in them,t | nabas by the apostles (which is translated 
25who by the mouth of Your servant David? Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the 





have said: country of Cyprus, */having land, sold it, 
| and brought the money and laid it at the 
‘Why did the nations rage, | apostles’ feet. 


And the people plot vain things? 

26 The kings of the earth took their stand, | But a certain man named Ananias, 
And the rulers were gathered together with Sapphira his wife, sold a posses- 
Against the LORD and apainst tis sion.t 2And he kept back part of the pro- 

oe ceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and 

: Š brought a certain part and laid it at the 
“For truly against Your holy Servant apostles’ feet. 3But Peter said, “Ananias, 

Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 


Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the | Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price 
people of Israel, were gathered together of the land for yourself? #While it re- 


7.0 do whatever your hang ae aN at | mained, was it not your own? And after it 
pose determined before to be done. “Now, | Was sold, was it not in your own control? 


Your servants that with all boldness they | Wy nave von coni yrd Gis: Via yous 


3 | heart? You hav lied to men but to God.” 
may speak Your word, “by stretching out | heart? You have not 


a Ananias and Sapphira -=- 





Your hand o heal andl ins ot | goryn and bet i al So rea Tea 
REL SE EAE AT B Drams of Your came upon all those who heard these 


} | ings. 6 | Sey ery 
31And when they had prayed, the place Were sara ee yan A kraon k 4 
where they were assembled together was | 


; ; buried him 
shaken; and they were all filled with the 7 mE Ta | | 
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of Now it was about three hours later when 


his wife came in, not Knowing what had 
et | 
God with boldness. happened. 8And Peter answered her, “Tell 
m Giving for the Common Good F me whether you sold the land for so 
Now the multitude of those who be- | much?" 3 
lieved were of one heart and one soul; nei- She said, “Yes, for so much.” © 


ther did anyone say that any of the things | °Then Peter said to her, “How is it that 
he possessed was his own, but they had all | You have agreed together to test the Spirit 
things in common t And with great power | |.) | 
the apostles gave witness to the resurrec»| £29 /NU:Text reads who through the Hoy 


| Spirit, by the mouth of our father, Your servant 
tion of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was Pott ary aPsalm RR 9 be aNU-Text reads 
upon them all. “4Nor was there anyone | Joseph. | 








4:24-30 This prayer follows a traditional liturgical formula of praise, remembrance of God's works, and 
petition, Note that signs and wonders (v. 30) are requested, not as ends in themselves, but in order to 
give boldness to the preachers and to confirm the word they speak (v. 29). 

4:31 While the Holy Spirit continually abides in the Church, His presence is experienced again and again 
in liturgical assemblies and in recurring pentecostal outpourings. Note how quickly the petition of the 
apostles (vv, 29, 30) was answered. | | 

4:32-37 See note at 2:44, 45. The mandate for the Church is not communal living per se, but to be will- 
ing to do what is necessary for the good of the community, Barnabas (v. 36) is highlighted as an exam- 
ple of Christian generosity, | 

5:1-5 Ananias and Sapphira are accountable for allowing Satan to fill their hearts with lies, and for 
breaking the trust and integrity of the Church. Their sin is not only keeping back possessions but decep- 
tion (v. 4). Lying to the Church is equal to lying to the Holy Spirit (v. 3), the Spirit of truth. 
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of the Lord? Look, the feet 
pave buried your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out.” 10Then imme- 
diately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last. And the young men came 
in and found her dead, and carrying her 
out, buried her by her husband. So great 
fear came upon all the church and upon all 
who heard these things. 


Evangelism in the Spirit 

VAnd through the hands of the apostles 
many signs and wonders were done among 
the people. And they were all with one ac- 
cord in Solomon’s Porch.© !3Yet none of the 
rest dared join them, but the people es- 
teemed them highly. 14And believers were 
increasingly added to the Lord; multitudes 
of both men and women, !5so that they 
brought the sick:out into the streets and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at least 
the shadow of Peter passing by might fall 
on some of them.t Also a multitude gath- 
ered from the surrounding cities to Jerusa- 
lem, bringing sick: people and those who 
were tormented by unclean spirits, and 
they were all healed. 


s The Apostles Arrested > 

"Then the high priest rose up, and all 
those who were with him (which is the sect 
of the Sadducees), and they were filled with 
indignation, !8and laid their hands on the 
apostles and put them in the common 
Prison. !9But at night an angel of the Lord 
pened the prison doors and brought them 


out, and said,t 20“Go, stand in the temple | 


and speak to the people all the words of 
IS life.” 
“And when they heard that, they entered 
‘he temple early in the morning and taught. 
ul the high priest and those with him came 
‘nd called the council together, with all the 


| on UHH? 


SSS 








i SITE 
elders of the children of Israel, and sent to 
the prison to have them brought. 

“-But when the officers came and did not 
find them in the prison, they returned and 


| reported, saying, “Indeed we found the 


prison shut securely, and the guards stand- 
ing outside? before the doors: but when we 
opened them, we found no one inside!” 
“Now when the high priest,“ the captain of 
the temple, and the chief priests heard 
these things, they wondered what the out- 
come would be. 25So one came and told 
them, saying,’ “Look, the men whom you 
put in prison are standing in the temple 
and teaching the people!” 

6Then the captain went with the officers 
and brought them without violence, for 
they feared the people, lest they should be 
stoned. “’And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And the 


| high priest asked them, 28saying, “Did we 
not strictly command you not. to teach in 


this name? And look, you have filled Jeru- 
Salem with your doctrine, and intend to 


| bring this Man’s blood on us!” 


"But Peter and the other apostles an- 
swered and said: “We ought to obey God 
rather than men.t 30The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus whom you murdered by 
hanging on a tree.t 31Him God has exalted 
to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, 
to give repentance to Israel and forgive- 


-ness of sins, 3 And we are His witnesses to 


these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey 
Him.” 

3When they heard this, they were furi- 
ous and plotted to kill them. **Then one in 
the council stood up, a Pharisee named 





5:23 “NU-Text and M-Text omit outside. 
9:24 *NU-Text omits the high priest. 5:25 8NU- 
Text and M-Text omit saying. 


5:15 The in His ( h. While many people had great faith, Peter is given a particu- 
Ne po ests in His Church. While many peopl 

lar grace to ah i aes to draw people to the unity of the Church (see also Jn 14:12). Furthermore, 

as Passage reveals how God works through physical creation, for even light and shadow are given 


vine Power. See note at 19:11-19. 


stren 


pan ee note at 4:19, 


19-24 Signs and wonders are given by God, not as ends in themselves, but to encourage and 
then the apostles to preach the gospel (see 4:24-31). 


| ist’ | | € it is made of wood and because trees’ 
W Christ's Cross is often referred to as a tree, both because it is made 


j 


4S: See also Dt 21:23: Gal 3:13. 
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$1220 This passage is read on the second Sunday of Pascha, called Thomas Sunday. 











ACTS 5:35 i 1478 


Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in re- 
spect by all the people, and commanded 
them to put the apostles outside for a little 
while.t 35And he said to them: “Men of 
Israel, take heed to yourselves what you in- 
tend to do regarding these men. °°For some 
time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody. A number of.men, about four 
hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all 
who obeyed him were scattered and came 
to nothing.’ */After this man, Judas of 
Galilee rose up in the days of the census, 
and drew away many people after him. He 
also perished, and all who obeyed. him 
were dispersed. **And now I say to you, | full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom 
keep away from these men and let them | we may appoint over this business; #but we 
alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, | will give ourselves continually to prayer 
it will come to nothing; **but if it is of God, | and to the ministry of the word.” 
you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be | — 5And the saying pleased the whole multi- 
found to fight against God.” tude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of 
= Apostolic Evangelism «=> Gra and ie Hobe | Ppi and ee 
| | - | Prochborus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
“And they agreed with him, and when | Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch,t ‘whom 
they had called for the apostles and beaten | $. se Sey eee | 
them, they commanded that they shouid | SY Set before the apostles; and when they 
not speak in the name ‘of Jesus, and let | hag prayed, they laid hands on them. 
them go: 4!So they departed from the cres- ‘Then the word of God spread, and the 
Pare Oar Sani RUG cata igs | 5:41 *NU-Text reads the name; M-Text reads the 


; vette name of Jesus. 6:1°That is, Greek-speaking 
name.t #And daily in the temple, and in | Jews . 
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every house, they did not cease teaching 
and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 


-™. Deacons Ordained 7 


_ Now in those days, when the number 
of the disciples was multiplying, there 
arose a complaint against the Hebrews by 
the Hellenists,* because their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution.t2 2Then 
the twelve summoned the multitude of the 
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that 
we should leave the word of God and serve 
tables.t 3Therefore, brethren, seek out from 
among you seven men of good reputation, 











5:34 Gamaliel was a famous rabbi under whom Paul studied (22:3). 

5:36, 37 Theudas and Judas of Galilee were two of many who made false messianic claims. They raised 
the sword of rebellion against Rome and were crushed, as reported by the Jewish historian Josephus. — 
3:41 Rejoicing: See Lk 6:22, 23. Suffering is not necessarily a sign of God's displeasure, as thought by 
many Jews (see Lk 13:1—4; Jn 9:1-3). Rather, Christians accept persecution joyfully, knowing that the re- 


wards of the Kingdom far outweigh any sufferings on earth: See also Rom 5:3-5. 
6:1 The Hebrews here are Jewish Christians in Jerusalem who spoke Aramaic. The Hellenists were 
Greek-speaking Jewish Christians from other parts of the Hellenized world who had settled back in 
Jerusalem. St. John Chrysostom notes that this complaint shows a lack of order among the multitude of 
believers, even though the neglect was not malicious. Thus, the difficulties facing the Church arose not 
only from outside, but also by dissension from within. | 
6:2-4 The term disciples in Acts generally refers to all believers, and not only to the twelve apostles. 
While the ministries of the word and of serving widows are both important, they cannot be performed 
by the same people and still receive the proper attention. Thus, the Church develops diversified min- 
istries, In the Orthodox Church to this day, the bishops and presbyters are called to focus on prayer and 
the ministry of the word, with the other ministries being accomplished by the deacons and the laity. 
Note that the servants to be chosen must not only be spiritual, but full of the wisdom necessary to 
manage the business they are called to do (v. 3), | 
6:5, 6 While the multitude submitted the names of the seven deacons (v. 5), the apostles were the ones 
to ordain them (v. 6), Thus, the synergy between laity and clergy is demonstrated in the selection of 
Church leaders. It should be noted that there is disagreement among the Fathers as to whether these 
men held the liturgical office of deacon, or whether this diaconate was more service-oriented, In either 
understanding, they nevertheless received this office by ordination. 

a ~ (1) ~ | ! s 
6:1-7 This passage is read on the third Sunday of Pascha, which commemorates the Myrrhbearing 
Women, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. — | Ti 
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number of the disciples multiplied greatly 
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests were obedient to the faith,t 
“œ~ Evangelism by the Deacons m 

sAnd Stephen, full of faitha 
did great wonders and signs 
people. “Then there arose some 
is called the Synagogue of the 


and power, 
among the 
from what 
Freedmen 


(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from 


Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen.t 
And they were not able to resist the wis- 
dom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 
Then they secretly induced men to say, 
‘We have heard him. speak blasphemous 
words against Moses and God.”t !2And they 
stirred up the people, the elders, and the 
scribes; and they came upon him, seized 
him, and brought him to the council. 3They 
also. set up false witnesses who Said, “This 
man does not cease to speak blasphemousa 
words against this holy place and the law; 
“for we have heard him say that this Jesus 
of Nazareth wil! destroy this place and 
change the customs which Moses delivered 


to us."t I5And all who sat in the council, | 


looking steadfastly. at him, saw his face as 
the face of an angel.t 


œ Stephen’s Defense > 
Then the high priest said, “Are these 
things so?”t | : 
¿“And he said, “Brethren and fathers, lis- 
tlen: The God of glory appeared to our fa- 





6:7 The number of disciples multiplied greatly: This growth only happens when three great pillars of 


1479 





m ASO 


ther Abraham when he was in Mesopo- 
tamia, before he dwelt in Haran, *and said 
to him, ‘Get out of your country and from 





your relatives, and come to a land that I 


will show you.’® 4Then he came out of the 


| land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. 


And from there; when his father was dead, 
He moved him to this land in which you 
now dwell: 5And God gave him no inheri- 
tance in it, not even enough to set his foot 
on. But even when Abraham had no child, 
He promised to give it to him for a posses- 
sion, and to his descendants after him. 6But 


God spoke in this way: that his descendants 


would dwell in a foreign land, and that they 
would bring them into bondage and op- 
press them four hundred years:t 7‘And the 
nation to whom they will be in bondage I 
will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they 
Shall come out and serve Me in this place.’ 
‘Then He gave him the covenant of circum- 
cision; andso Abraham begot Isaac and 
circumcised him on the eighth day; and 
Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the 
twelve patriarchs.t fk l 
“And the patriarchs; becoming envious, 
sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with 
him Vand delivered him out-of all his trou- 
bles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the 


presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt: and he 
So ee SEE a 


6:8 °=NU-Text reads grace. - 6:13 ®NU-Text omits 
blasphemous. 7:34Genesis 12:1 7:7 Genesis 
15:14 "Exodus 3:12 


church life are fully in place. These pillars are (1) worship (v. 4), (2) evangelism (v. 4), and (3) charity 
\v.3). Furthermore, this growth happens after the external'and internal struggles have been addressed. 
The priests here were Christian converts who had been Jewish priests; they had not necessarily been 


ordained to the priestly ministry within the Christian Church after 
had been formerly held captive under the Romans, often because of re- 


6:9 Freedmen were Jews who 
ellion, 


filleg 
anges are blasphemous; 


their conversion. 


6:11 This charge is brought against Stephen because in Christ, the liturgy and Law of the OT are ful- 
, and are thus changed and transformed (Heb 7:12). To those who do not believe in Christ, these- 


14 The charge that Jesus would destroy the temple was leveled against Him at His trial (Mt 26:61) by 


alse Witnesses This was a misinterpretation of two of His sayings: (1) “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days | wil raise it up” (Jn 2:19)—referring to His own body; and (2) His prophecy of the destruction of 
temple (Lk 21:6, 20). This prophecy was fulfilled in ao 70, when the Romans destroyed the temple as 
‘hi Ment for a Jewish rebellion, Men i y fel ne Scns 

-> Those who become one with Christ receive this divine radiance revealed in Stephen's face. isa 
Preview of the een believers will share in the age to come (2Co 3:18). See also Ex 34:29-35, 
Stephen does not answer the high priest directly, but uses the charges as'the context for his preach- 


| jo as with Peter's sermon on Pentecost (2:14-40), Stephen preaches Jesus Christ based. on the OT, 


he, N9 how the Jews consistently missed the purpose of God's dealings with them due to their hard- 
sig of heart (v, 51), | 


Ip Foreign land: Egypt (See Ex 1—12), 


| trys S4MCcision identified each male as being adopted inks the community of Israel, and as being a 


escendant of Abraham. | 

















ACTS 7:11 | ITOO ca 
) | one another?’ 27But he who did tae neigh- 
house. '||INow a famine and great trouble | bor wrong pushed him away, saying, ‘Who 
came over all the land of Egypt and | made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do 

you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian 


Canaan; and our fathers found no suste- ) | 
nance. !2But when Jacob heard that there | yesterday?’ Then, at this saying, Moses 


was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers | fled and became a dweller in the land of 
first. And the second time Joseph was | Midian, where he had two sons. 
made known to his brothers, and Joseph’s | %°“And when forty years had passed, an 
family became known to the Pharaoh. | Angel of the Lord? appeared to him ina 
\4Then Joseph sent and called his father | flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of 
Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy- | Mount Sinai.t *'When Moses saw it, he 
five? people. So Jacob went down to | marveled at the sight; and as he drew near 
Egypt: and he died, he and our fathers. | to observe, the voice of the Lord came to 
i6And they were carried back to Shechem | him, *2saying, ‘I am the God of your fa- 
and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought | thers—the God of Abraham, the God of 
for a sum of money from the sons of | Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses 
Hamor, the father of Shechem. | trembled and dared not look. °*°‘Then the 
17“But when the time of the promise drew | Lord said to him, “Take your sandals oft 
near which God had sworn to Abraham, | your feet, for the place where you stand is 
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt | holy ground.t *4J have surely seen the op- 
18tjll another king arose who did not know | pression of My people who are in Egypt; I 
Joseph. '8This man dealt treacherously | have heard their groaning and have come 
with our people, and oppressed our fore- | down to deliver them. And now come, I will 
fathers, making them expose their babies, | send you to Egypt.” a 
so that they might not live.t 2°At this time | 35“This Moses whom they rejected, say- 
Moses was born, and was well pleasing to | ing, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge? 
God: and he was brought up in his father’s is the one God sent to be a ruler and a de- 
house for three months. 2!But when he was | liverer by the hand of the Angel who ap- 
set out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away peared to him in the bush. 26He brought 
and brought him up as her own son. *And | them out, after he had shown wonders and 
Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the | signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and | Sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 
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made him governor 








deeds. 37“This is that Moses who said to the chil- 
23*Now when he was forty years old, it | dren of Israel, ‘The Lord your God will 
came into his heart to visit his brethren, the | raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
children of Israel. 24And seeing one of them your brethren. Him you shall hear.”» 
suffer wrong, he defended and avenged 38“This is he who was in the congregation 
him who was oppressed, and struck down | in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke 
the Egyptian. “For he supposed that his | to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fa- 
brethren would have understood that God n 
would deliver them by his hand, but they 
did not understand. 2°And the next day he 
appeared to two of them as they were fight- 
ing, and tried to reconcile them, saying, 
‘Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong 


7:14°Or seventy (compare Exodus 1:5) 

7:28 *Exodus 2:14 7:304NU-Text omits of the 
Lord. 7:32°Exodus 3:6, 15 7:3448Exodus 3:5, 
7,8, 10 7:35°Exodus 2:14 7:374Deuteronomy 
18:15 ©NU-Text and M-Text omit Him you shall 
hear. 


7:19 Pharaoh's order to destroy the Hebrew babies (Ex 1:22) prefigured Herod's attempt to kill Christ by 
destroying all the infants in Bethlehem (Mt 2:16). As Moses was preserved from death in order to de- 
liver Israel from bondage, so also Christ was preserved in order to save the world through His Passion 
and Resurrection. 
7:30 This Angel of the Lord is the Son of God Himself, before He became Man, Angel means “messen- 
ger” and is a term used for the pre-eternal Christ as the Word of God, the One who speaks to the peo- 
Adee sft Note that this Angel speaks with the voice of the Lord (v. 31) and declares Himself to be 
od (v. 32), 
7:33 The place of God's revelation is holy ground, for God's presence makes creation to be holy. Church 
buildings are included in this sanctified space because God's revelation comes to the faithful there, and 
God's presence is experienced through the sacraments there. | 
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| pers, the one who received the living ora- 
| o give to us,t %%whom f 

| cles to 6! our fathers 
would not obey, but rejected. And in their 
 pearts they turned back to Egypt, sdying 
r Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as 
| 


ACTS 7:60 


What house will you build for Me? says 
the LORD, py 
Or what is the place of My rest? 
Has My hand not made all these 
things?’® | | 





——— 





jor this Moses who brought us out of the 
and of Egypt, we do not know what has be: | 
come of him.’ *!And they made a calf in 
‘hose days, offered sacrifices to the idol, 
and rejoiced in the works of their own 
hands. Then God turned and gave them | 
yp to worship the host of heaven, as it is | 
written in the book of the Prophets: 


“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears! You always resist the Holy 
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.t 
92W hich of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Just One, of 
whom you now have become the betrayers 
-and murderers, who have received the 
law by the direction of angels and have not 
kept it.” | 





‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals 
| and sacrifices during forty years in 
| the wilderness, 
O house of Israe!? 
8 You also took up the tabernacle of 
Moloch, 


w. Stephen’s Martyrdom -< 
54When they heard these things they 
; | were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at 

And the star of your god Remphan, him with their teeth. But he, being full of 
Images which you inade to worship; | the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
And I will carry you away beyond saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
Babylon.’ at the right hand of God;t 5Sand said, 
i | | KER _. | “Look! I see the heavens opened and the 
44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of wit- Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
ness in the wilderness, as He appointed, in: | God!” | 
pattern that he had seen, *which our fa- | stopped their ears, and ran at him with one 
| brought with Joshua into the land pos- | and- stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
| essed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out | down their clothes at the feet of a young 
of David, “6who found favor before God and | Stephen as he was calling on God and say- 
aked to find a dwelling for the God of | ing, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’t Then 
| Jacob. “But Solomon built Him a house.t | he knelt. down and cried out with a loud 
_. “However, the Most High does not dwell | voice, “Lord; do not charge them with this 
‘Ntemples made with hands, as the prophet | cin” And when he had said this. he fell 
Says; asleep: J Et: 





7:40 "Exodus 32:1, 23 7:43 Amos 5:25-27 | 
| 7:50 8Isaiah 66:1, 2 W 


“Heaven is My throne, 
And earth is My footstool. 





-n oce aÃ ‘“vľÁ|ľľľľ‘ț“ľyvoľ o O 
138 The congregation of Israel:under the Old Covenant was a type or picture of the New Covenant, , 
urch, Just as the Israelite congregation journeyed with the Angel, now the Church journeys toward 


k Kingdom in the presence of Christ. | NIE | en 
41-50 The Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands: This does not mean that God was 
t present in the temple. Rather, it indicates that God's presence is not limited to a specific temple, but 
“els in every soul that receives Him. | a): ie l 
1 Israel resisted the Holy. Spirit by neither accepting God's plan for them nor receiving His correction 
Tough the prophets. The contemporary Jewish leaders continued to resist the Holy Spirit in their op- 
72 ON to Jesus and to His disciples. | yin l | 

l y..98 Stephen's vision of the enthroned Christ is seen by his opponents as the ultimate blasphemy, 

| hich carried the penalty of stoning (Lv 24:16). Saul, a participant in Stephen's martyrdom, was a great 
o Utor of the early Christians. He would later be called by Christ to be His apostle and would be- 

me the great Christian missionary, Paul of Tarsus (see 9:1-22). | | 
In imitation of his Savior (Lk 23:34), Stephen offers his soul to God and prays for the forgive- 


IS enemies. 


; 
| 
| 
| 
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Oil. 





ACTS 


s The First General Persecution = 


Now Saul was consenting to his death. 
At that time a great persecution 
arose against the church which was at Jeru- 
salem: and they were all scattered through- 
out the regions of Judea and Samaria, ex- 
cept the apostles.t 2And devout men carried 
Stephen to. his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him. | 
3As for Saul, he made havoc of the 
church, entering every house, and dragging 
off men and women, committing them to 
prison. 


«=. The Church in Samaria -= 


4Therefore those who were scattered | 


went everywhere preaching the word. 


SThen Philip went down to the* city of 


Samaria and preached Christ to therm.’ 
6And the multitudes “with one: accord 
heeded the things spoken by Philip. hear- 


ing and seeing the miracles which he did. | 
crying: with a- loud | 


TFor unclean spirits, 
voice, came out of many who were ‘pos- 
sessed; and many who were paralyzed and 
lame were healed. And there was great joy 
in that city. 

But there was a certain marn- called 
Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in 
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heeded him because he had astonished 
them with his sorceries for a long time. 
l2But when they believed Philip as he 


preached the things concerning the king- 


dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
both men and women were baptized. 
i3Then Simon himself also believed; and 
when he was baptized he continued with 
Philip, and was amazed, seeing the mira- 
cles and signs which were done. 


«=. The Samaritan Pentecost IP, 
14Now when the apostles who were at Je- 


rusalem heard that Samaria had received 


the word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to them,t who, when they had come 


down, prayed for them that they might re- 
| ceive the Holy Spirit. '6For as yet He had 


fallen upon none of them. They had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.t Then they laid hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

i8And when Simon saw that through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy 


Spirit was given, he offered them money, 


saying, “Give me this power also, that 
anyone on whom I lay hands may receive 
the Holy Spirit.” . 

0But Peter said to him, “Your money per- 


the city and astonished the people of | ish with you, because you thought that the 


Samaria, claiming that he was someone 
great, Uto whom they all gave heed, from 
the least to the greatest, saying, “This man 





8:1 In the Liturgy of St. Basil, we proclaim God as one who “makes the evil to be good.” In other 


gift of God could be purchased with money! 





8:5 0r a 


words, God uses the sins of man for good and holy results. Here, the scattering of the disciples during 
this persecution led to the spread of the gospel to other areas. St. Stephen is sometimes called the 
Protomartyr (or “first martyr“), as he is the first believer to be killed in the name of Christ. 

8:5-13 Philip the deacon (6:5) is the first to evangelize Samaria with the gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing 
both teachings and healings. The eager reception by the people (v. 12) is due in part to the foundation 
laid by St. Photini, the Samaritan woman of Jn 4, who brought news of the Messiah before His crucifix- 


ion (see Jn 4:39). 


8:9 Being a sorcerer and dazzled by Philip's healings, Simon converted for reasons other than faith. He 
would later try to buy the power to work miracles (vv. 18-24), and according to tradition, he afterwards 
returned to his magical arts and was a bitter enemy of the Church. 

8:14 The unity of the Church is shown by new communities being under the authority of and in com- 
munion with the church of Jerusalem, In the Church to this day, all communities in a given area are 
united under the authority of a local bishop, who is in communion with all the other bishops of the 


Orthodox Church. 


8:16, 17 Baptism and chrismation (lit. “anointing for the reception of the Holy Spirit”) were considered 
two distinct sacraments from the beginning. The phrase baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus should 
not be understood to mean that the Trinity was not mentioned at the time of baptism, “Do not imag- 
ine that because the names of the Father and the Holy Spirit are sometimes omitted when the Apostle 
speaks of baptism that the invocation of their names has been omitted” (BasilG). Sometimes the Bible 
speaks of baptism in the Holy Spirit and sometimes of baptism in Christ to emphasize certain points. 
Always “we are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" (BasilG; see Mt 28:19). 
Specific reference to baptism in Jesus Christ was not intended to neglect the Trinity, but to distinguish 


Christian baptism from John's baptism of repentance (see 19:1-5). 
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poo PP O 
nyou have neither part nor portion in this 
matter. for your heart is not right in the 


sight of God. Repent therefore of this your 


wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the 
thought of your heart may be forgiven you.t 
For I see that you are poisoned by bitter- 
ness and bound by iniquity.” 

“Then Simon answered and said, “Pray 
‘o the Lord for me, that none of the things 


which you have spoken may come upon | 


me. 

2So when they had testified and preached 
the word of the Lord, they returned to Jeru- 
salem, preaching the gospel in many vil- 
lages of the Samaritans. 


«=. The Ethiopian Eunuch > 


2Now an angel.of the Lord spoke to 
Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the 
south along the road which goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza,” This is desert. 
7So he arose and went. And behold, a man 
of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great. authority 
under Candace the queen of the Ethiopi- 
ans, who had charge of al! her treasury, and 
had come to Jerusalem to worship,t 28was 
returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was 
reading Isaiah the prophet. 2°Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake 
this chariot.”t 

So Philip ran to him, and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah; and said, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?”t 

1And he said, “How can I, unless some- 
One guides me?” And he asked Philip to 
come up and sit with him. The place in the 
Scripture which he read was this: 
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“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 

And as a lamb before its shearer Is 
Silent, — | 

So He opened not His mouth.t 

33n His humiliation His justice was 
taken away, 

And who will declare His generation? 

For His life is taken from the earth.” 


34SQ the eunuch answered Philip and 
said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet 


say this, of himself or of some other man?” 


35Then Philip opened his mouth, and begin- 
ning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 
him.t 36Now as they went down the road, 
they came to some water. And the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water. What hinders me 
from being baptized?”t 

37Then Philip said, “If you believe with all 
your heart, you may.” 

And he answered and said, “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

388S0 he commanded the chariot to stand 
still. And both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he baptized him. 
33Now when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, 
so that the eunuch saw him no more; and 


| he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 


was found at Azotus. And passing through, 
he preached in all the cities till he came to 
Caesarea. 


8:33 “Isaiah 53:7,8 8:374NU-Text and M-Text 
omit-this verse. It is found in Western texts, in- 
cluding the Latin tradition, 





8:22-24 Faith must be accompanied by a total change of life or it is worthless. Simon believed on a 
Ertain level (v: 13), but he was not justified, because he was poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniq- 
Uity. 


8:27 Eunuchs were men who were castrated, whether by birth defect, disease, or mutilation, and were 
often employed to guard women of nobility. This eunuch had a thorough knowledge of Judaism and 


was likely a Jewish proselyte (convert). 


8:29 Only those who are mature in faith can hear and discern the promptings of the Spirit JohnChr). 
hose of lesser faith are prompted more directly by words and angels. 


ce 31 Because the Scrip 
/ Understand them apart from t 


Ne Church. 


‘32, 33 T : 
liturgy, his passage from 


Such 
Wry 
duld need no miracles” GohnChr). 


L 


tures have a specific, God-given meaning (2Pt 1:20, 21), it is impossible to 
he Church, for apostolic interpretation is held in the consciousness 


Isaiah is prayed by the presbyter as he prepares the bread for the Divine 


gospel of Jesus Christ (see 2:1440; 7:1-53). 


35 A a : EJA A i | 4 ë th 
Again, the OT is the foundation for proclaiming the g 
S the power eie that if anyone “would apply himself to the study of the prophets, he 


water (v. 36) and faith in Christ (v. 37) are both essential for 


90-39 Fr inni aptism in 
, om the beginning, bap lic pattern of conversion in Christ is hearing, believing, and 


ba ance into the NT Church. The aposto 
Ptism, 


=a 
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ACTS 9:1 





~; Saul Converted - 
Then Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the 
Lord. went to the high priestt 2and asked 
letters from him to the synagogues of 
Damascus, so that if he found any who 
were of the Way, whether men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3As he journeyed he came near Damascus, 
and suddenly a light shone around him 
from heaven. ‘Then he fell to the ground, 
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 

5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” 

Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.® It is hard for you to 
kick against the goads.” 

6So he, trembling and. astonished, said, 
“Lord, what do You want me to do?” 

Then the Lord said to him, “*Arise-and go 
into the city, and you will be toid what you 
must do.” 

7And the men who journeyed with him 
stood speechless, hearing a voice but see- 
ing no one. ®Then Saul: arose from the 
ground, and when his eyes were:opened he 


! him he said, 
| Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 


[1484 


to the street called Straight, ita inquire sat 
the house of Judas for one called Saul of 
Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.t And in 
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 
coming in and putting his hand on him, so 
that he might receive his sight.” 

13Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how 
much harm he has done to Your saints in 
Jerusalem.t '4And here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who call 
on Your name.” 

I5But the Lord said to hi; “Go, for he is 
a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name 
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of 
Israel.t 16For I will show him how many 
things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 

i7And Ananias went his way and en- 
| tered the house; and laying his hands on 
“Brother Saul, the Lord 


as vou came, has sent me that you may re- 
ceive your sight and be filled with the 
| Holy Spirit.” ‘Immediately there fell from 
‘his eyes something like scales, and he re- 


| ceived his sight at once; and he arose and 


saw no one. But they led him by the hand | Was baptized.t 


and brought him into Damascus.? 9And he | 


was three days without sight; and’ neither 
ate nor drank. 


lONow there was a certain disciple at | 


Damascus named Ananias; and to him the 
Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” 

And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 

11So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go 





«=~. Saul’s First PATE Pa 
\9So when he had received food, he was 
strengthened: Then Saul spent some days 
with the disciples at Damascus. 





9:5 »aNU-Text and M-Text omit the last sentence 
of verse 5 and begin verse 6 with But arise and 
go. 9:17*M-Text omits Jesus. 





9:1, 2 Saul persecutes Christians under the legal structure of Judaism; as such, he is charged to arrest 
Jewish Christians, but has no authority over Gentile Christians. Christianity became known as the Way 
based on Christ calling Himself “the way” (Jn 14:6), and on the fact that following Christ is not simply a 
momentary decision or the observance of outward religious practices, but a whole way of life. 

9:4 To persecute either Christians individually or the Church generally is to persecute Christ Himself, for 
they cannot be separated (see Mt 25:40; Eph 5:23, 30). 

9:5 Goads are spikes used to prod farm animals, The term is sometimes used as a metaphor for the wis- 
dom or promptings of God (Ecc 12:11, “pointed sticks"), Here Christ is declaring the futility of fighting 


against divine truth. 


9:8 Saul’s blindness illustrates Christ's teachings on spiritual blindness (Jn 9:39). As long as Saul saw 
things from his own perspective, he was spiritually blind. Only by having his earthly vision taken away 
does Saul become capable of truly seeing Christ in glory and truth, This action also drives Saul to submit 


to the Church for baptism. | | 


9:11 The Orthodox Church of Antioch continues an unbroken succession to this early Damascus Church 
and to this day is headquartered on the street called Straight. 
9:13 Ananias was likely one of Saul’s targets for arrest in Damascus. He served as first bishop of that city. 


9:15 That Saul was God's chosen vessel does not mean that he had no free will in the matter, Rather, it 
indicates that God had selected Saul, knowing that he would freely accept and be capable of Cs ther 


work set before him. 


9:18 Note that even though Saul had a direct revelation of Christ and believed in Him, he sil jibiti: 
ted to baptism in the Church, The scales falling from Saul's eyes illustrate that those under the ae re- 
main ultimately blind until they encounter and receive Jesus Christ. | | 











x 2»]mmediately he preached the Christa in 


me synagogues, that He is the Son of God. | 


2Then all who heard were amazed; and 


said, “Is this not he who destroyed those who 


called on this name in Jerusalem, and has 
come here for that purpose, so that he might 
pring them bound to the chief priests?” 

2But Saul increased all the more in 
strength, and confounded the Jews who 
dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus 
isthe Christ. 

23Now after many days. were past, the 
Jews plotted to kill him.t 24But their plot be- 
came known to Saul. And they watched the 
gates day and night, to kill him. "Then the 
disciples took him by night and let him 
down through the wall in a large basket. 


® Saul in Jerusalem o> 


And when Saul. had come to Jerusalem, 
he tried to join the disciples; but they were 
all afraid of him, and did not believe that he 
was a disciple. “But Barnabas took him 
and brought him. to ihe apostles. And he de- 
clared to them how he had seen the Lord 
on the road, and that He had spoken. to 
him, and how -he had. preached boldly at 
Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28So he 
was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and 
going out. 22And he spoke boldly. in the 
name of the Lord.. Jesus and: disputed 
` against the Hellenists, but they attempted 
to kill him.t 30When the brethren found out, 
_ they brought him down to Caesarea and 

sent him out to Tarsus. | 
= “Then the churches@ throughout all 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 
Were edified. And walking in the fear of the 
Ord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, 
they were multiplied.t 





3:23-25 The former persecutor is now persecuted 
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(see also 5:41). ‘ 


m Peter in Gentile Judea = 

32Now it came to pass, as Peter went 
through all parts of the country, that he 
also came down to the saints who dwelt in 
Lydda.t4 *3There he found a certain man 
named Aeneas, who had been bedridden 
eight years and was paralyzed. *4And Peter 
said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals 
you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he 
arose immediately.t So all who dwelt at 
Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to 
the Lord.t | | | | 

36At Joppa there was a certain disciple 
named Tabitha, which is translated 








Dorcas. This woman was full of good 


works and charitable deeds which she did. 
37But it happened in those days that she 
became sick and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper 


room. *8And since Lydda was near Joppa, 


and the disciples had heard that Peter was 
there, they sent two men to him, imploring 
him not to delay in coming to them. “9Then 
Peter arose and went with them. When he 
had come, they brought him to the upper 
room. And all the widows stood by him 
weeping, showing the tunics and garments 
which Dorcas had made while she was 
with them. *#°But Peter put them all out, and 
knelt down and prayed.-And turning to the 


body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she 


opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter 
she sat up.t Then he gave her his hand 
and lifted her up; and when he had called 


| the saints and widows, he presented her 


alive. #2And it became known throughout 


-all Joppa,.and. many believed on the Lord. 


9:20 «NU-Text reads Jesus. 


9:31 *NU-Text reads 
church ... was edified. shee I 





3:29 These Hellenists were not Christians, but Greek-speaking Jews who rejected Christ (contrast 6:1), 
3:31 This is the first mention in the Book of Acts of churches in the plural, showing that the Church is - 
invisible, but consists of visible local communities united in faith, doctrine, worship, and authority. 
9:32 The term saints refers to all Christian believers, for all who believe in Jesus Christ with their whole 
“art and are sanctified by the Holy Spirit are by definition saints. The later use of the term saints for 
Y People who lived particularly exemplary lives and who are canonized (or glorified) by the Church 
oes Not undo this primary meaning. Lydda |s about 25 miles northwest of Jerusalem, - : 


Ins 


“ Peter brings Christ's healing to.a paralytic in a manner similar to Jesus healing the paralytic in. 
‘1-15. The healing power of Jesus the Christ continues in His Church to this day. 


‘35 Sharon was a region north of Lydda along the Mediterranean seacoast. The signs the apostles 


| Work 
God q 


convinced many people who turned to the Lord. These signs prove the mercy and power of 


q4, US confirming the gospel and leading people to repentance. 


Mt aster’ raising of Tabitha from the dead parallels Christ's raising of the synagogue ruler’s daughter 
22-25), | iby iias ‘aun 
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9:39 aE WE 
| Ra This passage is read on the fourth Sunday of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Paralytic. 















ACTS 9:43 es =- = Paar 
3S0 | | aved many days in | he fell into a trance '!and saw heaven 
coment Ta aha i opened and an object like a great sheet 
bound at the four corners, descending to 
an Cornelius’s Vision «> him and let down to the earth. !7In it were 
A There was a certain man in Cae- | all kinds of four-footed animals of the 
f sarea called Cornelius, a centurion | earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and 
of what was called the Italian Regiment.t | birds of the air. And a voice came to him, 
2a devout man and one who feared God | “Rise; Peter; kill and eat.” 
with all his household, who gave alms 14But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have 
generously to the people, and prayed tO | never eaten anything common or unclean.”t 
God always.t 3About the ninth hour of the 15nd a voice spoke to him again the sec- 
day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of | ond time, “What God has cleansed you 
God coming in and saying to him, | must not call common.” '*This was done 








“Cornelius!” siel three times. And the object was taken up 
4And when he observed him, he was | into heaven again. vaba 
afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” 17Now while Peter wondered within him- 


So he said to him, “Your prayers and your | self what this vision which he had seen 
alms have come up for a memorial before | meant, behold, the men who had been sent 
God. SNOW send men to Joppa, and send for from Cornelius had made inquiry for 
Simon whose surname is Peter, “He is lodg- | Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. 
ing with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by | isAnd they called and asked whether 
the sea.? He will tell you what you must do.” | Simon, whose surname was Peter, was 
7And when the angel who spoke to him had | iodging there. | 
departed, Cornelius called two of his | — isyhile Peter thought about the vision, 
household servants and a devout soldier | jhe Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men 
from among those who waited on him con: | are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down 
tinually.t 8So when he had explained all | sna so with them, doubting nothing; for I 
these things to them, he sent. them to | have ’sent them.” : 

Joppa. | 21'Then Peter went down to the men who 
~ Peter’s Vision -= had been sent to him from Cornelius,@ and 


; gi l Lz 
`The next day, as they went on their jour- ae on rack Aa E seek.) For 
ney and drew near the city, Peter went up : Bisel 
on ne LOE! to pray, about the sixth 10:6 *NU-Text and M-Text omit the last sentence 
hour.t "Then he became very hungry and | of this verse. 10:21 *NU-Text and M-Text omit 
wanted to eat; but while they made ready, | who had been sent to him from Cornelius. 


= SE 





10:1 With this chapter, a whole new period in church history begins. Initially composed of Jews and 
then Samaritans (8:5-25), with the conversion of Cornelius the Church begins its dramatic growth 
among the Gentiles. 

10:2 “Fearer of God” was a formal designation for a Gentile who followed precepts of the Jewish reli- 
gion but had not yet become a proselyte, or full convert. Two things characterized the devotion of Cor- 
nelius: he gave alms generously and he prayed. His devotion did not make Him a Christian, but His 
prayers and alms were accepted by God (v. 4) and prepared him for conversion to Jesus Christ at the 
preaching of Peter. Even good people need Christ! | | 

10:3 The ninth hour is 3:00 p.m., one of the traditional hours for liturgical prayer for both Jews and 
early Christians. These hours of liturgical prayer were prayed by both the Jewish Christians (e.g., Peter in 
v. 9) and Gentile Christians (e.g., Cornelius here). This practice continues in the Orthodox Church today 
(see 3:1 and note). ZIN 

10:7 Cornelius’s obedience to God shows the true state of his heart, for it is those who not only hear 
but also do the will of God that are the true believers (Mt 7:21; Rom 2:13; Jam 1:22). 

10:9 The sixth hour is 12:00 noon, a traditional hour of liturgical prayer. See note at v. 3. 

10:14, 15 Peter’s resistance shows the difficulty with which the Jews let go of the Law. God’s command- 
ment here is first a declaration that the Old Covenant dietary laws are fulfilled and thus no longer in 
effect (see Mk 7:19), More importantly, this vision revealed that the Gentiles, who were considered un- 
clean by the Jews, are cleansed by the blood of Christ and are equal partakers of the Kingdom (see 

v. 28). This vision thus prepared Peter to receive Cornelius (vv. 17-48). Finally, this also teaches us that 
God desires to receive everyone into His Church, regardless of heritage, social class, or past sins, for all 
are one in Christ. shin . | : 








ss 


2And they said, “Cornelius the centu- 
rion, a Just man, one who fears God and 
has a good reputation among all the nation 
of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a 
holy angel to summon you to his house. 
and to hear words from you.” 23Then he in- 
vited them in and lodged them. 

On the next day Peter went away with 
them, and some brethren from Joppa ac- 
companied him. 





~. Peter Preaches to Gentiles .. 


And the following day they entered 
Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for 
them, and had called together his relatives 
and close friends. 7°As Peter was coming in, 
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet 
and worshiped him. 2®But Peter lifted him 
up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a 
man.” And as he talked with him, he went 
in and found many who had come together. 
Then he said to them, “You know how un- 
lawful it is for a Jewish man to keep com- 
pany with or go tc cne of another nation. 
But God has shown me that I should not 
call any man -common or. unclean.t 
“Therefore I came without objection as 
soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what 
reason have you sent for me?” 

So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was 
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth 
hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a 
man stood before me in bright. clothing," 
‘land said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been 


heard : | remembered in | SA 
, and your alms are re | words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 


| who heard the word.t And those of the 


the sight of God. 32Send therefore to Joppa 
and call Simon here, whose surname 1s 
Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, 
à tanner, by the sea.2 When he comes, he 


will speak to you.’ 34So I sent to you imme: | hour, at the ninth hour 
diately, and you have done well to come. 


Now therefore, we are all present before 


10:28 See note at 10:14, 15. 


oe 





ACTS 10:45 


God, to hear all the things commanded you 
by God.”t 

_ “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: 
“In truth I perceive that God shows no par- 
tiality.t 35But in every nation whoever fears 
Him and works righteousness is accepted 
by Him. “The word which God sent to the 
children of Israel, preaching peace through 


Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— 27that 


word you know, which was proclaimed 
throughout all Judea, and began from 
Galilee after the baptism which John 
preached: “8how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him.t *9And we are 
witnesses of all things which He did both in 
the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, 
whom they? killed by hanging on a tree. 
40Him God raised up on the third day, and 
Showed Him openly, *!not to all the people, 
but to witnesses chosen before by God, 
even to us who ate and drank with Him 
after He arose from the dead. ##And He 
commanded us to preach to the people, and 
to testify that it is He who was ordained by 
God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 
43To Him all the prophets witness that, 
through His name, whoever believes in 
Him will receive remission of sins.” 


=. The Gentile Pentecost -> 
44While Peter was still speaking these 


circumcision who believed were astonished, 


10:30 ®NU-Text reads Four days ago to this 
10:32 8NU-Text omits 
the last sentence of this verse. 10:39®NU-Text 
and M-Text add also, 


10:30 The ninth hour: See note at v. 3. Aman. .. in bright clothing signifies an angel. 
9:33 Cornelius and those with him are eager to hear, for "faith comes by hearing” (Rom 10:17), and 
faithful and devoted people still: need to hear the gospel. 


1034-43 Peter’s focus is on the saving W 


ork and power of Jesus Christ, His death and Resurrection, and 


W He fulfilled the word spoken by the OT prophets (v. 43). 


'35 Justification is not merely a one-ti 
~ conditions are given here: God accep 
ny justification by faith, but demon 
$ as It was in His humanity that Jesus 
Pirit from all eternity before the Incarna 

ether with His Son Jesus and the H 
ly je The giving of the Holy Spirit pri 
be ) T his unusual occurrence is a sign 

enied them, 


me event, but a dynamic, ongoing process. In addition to faith, 
ts whoever fears Him and works righteousness. This does not 
strates clearly that justification is not by faith alone (Jam 2:24). 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit, for Christ possessed the Holy 
tion. Note also the core faith in the Trinity: God the Father, 
oly Spirit, are co-operational in the salvation of mankind. 

or to baptism is something the Church had not seen before 

that God has accepted the Gentiles, and that baptism is not to 


ACTS 10:46 , 1488 | ae 
as many as came with Peter, because the | moment, three men stood before the house 
sift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out | where I was, having been sent to me from 
on the Gentiles also. 4¢For they heard them | Caesarea. !?Then the Spirit told me to go 
speak with tongues and magnify God. with them, doubting nothing. Moreover 
Then Peter answered, 47“Can anyone for- | these six brethren accompanied me, and 
bid water, that these should not:be baptized | we entered the man’s house. '*And he told 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as | us how he had seen an angel standing in 
we have?” 48And he commanded them to be | his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to 
baptized in the name of the Lord. Then | Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname 
they asked him to stay a few days.t is Peter,t !4who will tell you words by which 
5 Hg you and all your household will be saved.’ 
~The Apostles in Jerusalem -7 \5And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
| Now the apostles and brethren who | fel] upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 
were in Judea heard that the | i6Then I remembered the word of the Lord, 
Gentiles had also received the word of God. | how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with 
2And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, | water, but you shall be baptized with the 
those of the circumcision contended with | Holy Spirit’ 17If therefore God gave them 
him,t ‘saying, “You went in to uncircum- | the same gift as He gave us when we be- 
cised men and ate with them!” lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | 
4But Peter explained it. to them in order | that. I could withstand God?”t | 
from the beginning, saying: “I was in the | 1s When they heard these things they be- 
city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw | came silent; and they glorified God, saying, 
a vision, an object descending like a great | “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles 
sheet, let down from heaven by four cor- | repentance to life.” = 
ners; and it came to me. When I observed | 
it intently and.considered, | saw four-footed | «“* The Gentile Church: Antioch => 
animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping | ‘Now those who were scattered after the 
things. and birds of the air. 7And J heard a | persecution that arose over Stephen traveled 
voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and | as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 
eat’ 8But I said, ‘Not so; Lord! For nothing | preaching the word to no one but the Jews 
common or unclean has at any time en- | only.® 2°But some of them were men from 
tered my mouth, But the voice answered | Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had 
me again from heaven, ‘What God has | come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, 
cleansed you must not call common.’ Now | preaching the Lord Jesus.t ? And the hand of 
this was done three. times, and all were | the Lord was with them, and a great number 
drawn up again into heaven. !!At that very | believed and turned to the Lord. > ; 
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10:48 To be baptized is of monumental importance. Even after the household of Cornelius had 
believed and received the Holy Spirit, baptism was still essential. The Book of Acts clearly teaches the 
crucial importance of the great sacraments—baptism (see also 2:38, 41; 8:12, 36-38; 9:18; 16:15, 33; 18:8; 
19:5; 22:16); chrismation, or the sacramental reception of the Holy Spirit (2:38; 8:17; 9:17; 19:6); the 
Eucharist (2:42, 46; 20:7; 27:35); and ordination (6:6; 13:3; 14:23). 

11:2 Those of the circumcision were Jewish Christians who insisted that circumcision and the rest of the 
OT Law must continue to be observed even by Christians in order to receive salvation (see 15:1; 

Gal 2:12). These Jewish Christians also advocated separation from Gentiles. | 
11:13 Call for Simon: The need to be received into the apostolic Church is indisputable. Even those who 
have direct revelations of Christ in the Holy Spirit are invariably directed to the apostolic Church (see 
also 9:6-18; 11:22). For it is in the Church that the unity and fullness of Christ are experienced, and the 
words of salvation (v, 14) are proclaimed without alteration. i | 
11:17-19 The evangelization of the Gentiles brought a significant amount of conflict to the early 
Church. Even though Christ had: commanded the apostles to preach the gospel universally (1 :8), it took 
a while for this to be put into practice. Much debate would come over what requirements from the OT 
Law, if any, these Gentile Christians would have to follow (see ch, 15). 3 Ei 
11:20 Hellenists here refers to actual Greeks, not to Hellenistic Jews (contrast 6:1). The Church in Anti- 
och was instrumental in bringing numerous Gentiles to the Lord Jesus, Partai EH 
11:19-30 This passage is read on the fifth Sunday of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Samaritan — 
Woman. ori | 











LEE EE EE EEE EE ee aaSS___e__r__ er roOoomnmn—e—eeene 





Passion 
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2Then news of these things came to the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch t 
~When he came and had seen the grace of 
God, he was glad, and encouraged them all 
that with purpose of heart they should con: 
tinue with the Lord. For he was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a great many people were added to the 
Lord. 

Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to 
seek Saul.t 2°And when he had found him. 
he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for 
a whole year they assembled with the 
church and taught a great many people. And 
the disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch.t 


«Aid to Jewish Christians «= 


“And in these days prophets Came from 
Jerusalem to Antioch.* 2SThen one of them, 
named Agabus, stood up and showed ‘by 


the Spirit that there was going to be a great | 


famine throughout all the. world, which 
also happened in the days of Claudius 


Caesar.t 2°Then the disciples, each accord- | 





1489 


i ACTIS 127 


to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 2°This 
they also did, and sent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Sault 





~% Jerusalem Shaken .<. 

] ) Now about that time Herod the king 

/ Stretched out his hand to harass 
some from the church.t2 2Then he killed 
James the brother of John with the sword. 
’And because he saw that it pleased the 
Jews; he proceeded further to seize Peter 
also. Now. it was during the Days of Un- 
leavened Bread.t 4So when he had arrested 
him, he put him in prison, and delivered 
him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, 
intending to bring him before the people 
after Passover. 

“Peter was therefore kept in prison, but 
constant? prayer was offered to God for 
him by the church.t And when Herod was 
about to bring him out, that night Peter was 
sleeping, bound with two chains between 
two soldiers; and the guards before the 
door were keeping the prison. 7Now be- 
hold, an angel-of the Lord stood by him. 





ing to his ability, determined to send relief | 12:5NU-Text reads constantly (or earnestly). 


11:22 Two key truths are revealed in Barnabas being sent out to Antioch: (1) an apostle is sent, but | 
does not work in isolation from the Church (v. 23); and (2) the church in Antioch needed the seal of 

apostolic authority to be integrated into the universal Church, (see note, at v- 13)... 2 
11:25 In-seeki ng help Barnabas reveals humility, a recognition, of his own limitations, and his commu-. 


nion with and dependence on the other apostles. 


11:26 Two key elements of early church practice included (1) the eucharistic assembly and (2) the teach- 
ng of the gospel. That the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch is more than just historical 

‘act It demonstrates that Christ's command to preach the gospel among the Gentiles was first fully real- 
zedin Antioch. “It was there for the first time that men were accounted worthy of that name” | 


VohnChr). 


11:27 These prophets are Christian believers within the Church who have the gift of prophecy (see i 


Co 12:29, 14:3, 29; Eph 4:11). 


11:28, 29 This t famine took place in ao 44-51, beginning in Judea and spreading to Greece and 
y. The principle of giving, each according to his ability, is one that continues in the Church to this 
ay, ; i 


11:30 The eld Wey , ones” the presbyters, or priests; they are the clergy ordained 
it, “the bearded ones") are the p ie as: : , 
Put in chares ofthe local churches by the apostles who established them (see 14:23). As to the or- 


62-6 


ers Of the ministry, bishops (the apostles) are first mentioned in 1:20 (see note). Deacons appear in j 
9. Here is the first reference to presbyters or priests. 


‘1-9 Herod Agrippa is the grandson of Herod the Great, who tried to kill Jesus as an infant (Mt 2:16). 


Peri 
ap 


and Resurrection of Christ. 


oa. 
ase from prison (v. 10), 





—— 


HerodAari Ali ine under Rome in an 41-44. The dates of his reign determine the 
Agrippa n Palestine under Rome in ap'41 date jr 
Od iii h ose te aloe (v. 2) and Peter was imprisoned (v: 3). James was the first of the twelve 
;P°5tles to be martyred. This event reveals that by the year ao 44, there was growing popular displea- 
TE against Christi | | | | | 
Rg € Days oe pain ae Bread mark the Passover period, and thus the commemoration of the 


he power of intercessory prayer by the church on behalf of its leaders is evidenced by Peter's re> 


i i 
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| a 7 
j t111 This passage is read on days commemorating a holy martyr. 


ee | 
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and a light shone in the prison; and he | these things to James and to the brethren.” 
struck Peter on the side and raised him up, | And he departed and went to another 
saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell | place.t 
off his hands. 8Then the angel said to him, \8Then, as soon as it was day, there was 
“Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; | no small stir among the soldiers about 
and so he did. And he said to him, “Put on | what had become of Peter. 'S3But when 
your garment and follow me.” 9So he went | Herod had searched for him and not found 
out and followed him, and did not know | him, he examined the guards and com- 
that what was done by the angel was real, | manded that they should be put to death. 
but thought he was seeing a vision.t| And he went down from Judea to 
10When they were past the first and the sec- | Caesarea, and stayed there. 
ond guard posts, they came to the iron gate PN dal 
that leads to the city, which opened to them | ETOGM RESE l 
of its own accord; and they went out and Now Herod had been very angry with 
went down one street, and immediately the | the people of Tyre and Sidon; but they 
angel departed from him. came to him with one accord, and having 
UAnd when Peter had come to himself, made Blastus the king’s personal aide their 
he said. “Now I know for certain that the | fiend, they asked for peace, because their 
Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered | mene Ses aac with food by the 
me fom the nand of Herod ang om lie "So on a set day Herod, arrayed in ova 
2Sọ, when he had considered this, he | 2Parel, sat on his throne and gave an ora- 
came to the house of Mary, the mother of tion to them.! “And the people kept Spout 
John whose surname was Mark, where | ing, The voice of a god and not of a man: 
many were gathered together praying; | pee ee ey an angel Of the Lord 
13And as Peter Knocked at the door of the | S4 uck him, because he did not give glory to 
: __. | God. And he was eaten by worms and died. 
gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. | 24But the word of God grew and mult. 
l44When she recognized Peter’s voice, be- | nlied.t 
cause of her gladness she did not open the | “ 25And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
gate, but ran in and announced that Peter Jerusalem. when they. had. fulfilled, their 
stood before the gate. "But they said to her, ministry. andlthevealsoutoolnwitha them 
“You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept in- John RARE aee aR TA Tor let } 
sisting that it was so. So they said, “It is his 3 


angel,”t _| =œ Antioch Sends Barnabas and Saul > 
‘Now Peter continued knocking; and Now in the church that was at 

when they opened the door and saw him, l J Antioch there were certain prophets 

they were astonished, But motioning to and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was 


clared to them how the Lord had Drought i =... L En 








him out of the prison. And he said, “Go, tell 12: 25 ‘NU-Text and M-Text read to. 





12:9-11 Peter's initial Hatin (v. 9) ane eani understanding (v. 11) about his release AN 
prison show that God's works are not always clear to us while they are unfolding. But in hindsight His 
purpose often becomes clear. 

12:12 John whose surname was Mark is St, Mark the Evangelist, who would compose the Gospel! of 
Mark. He would later become a coworker with Paul and Barnabas (v. 25; Col 4:10) and still later with 
Peter (1Pt 5:13). 

12:15 It is his angel shows not only that the early Christians believed in angels, but that each person is 
assigned one. To this day in the Liturgy of the Orthodox Church, we pray “for an angel of peace, a 
faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies." (See Mt 18:10.) 

12:17 This James is the “brother” of the Lord (Gal 1:19; see also note at Mt 12:46-50), not the apostle 
of the twelve, for that James had already been martyred (v. 2). By this time, James is bishop of 
Jerusalem (see 15:13; 21:18). The brethren are the Christians of the Jerusalem Church. 

12:21-23 The death of Herod reveals a deeper spiritual meaning; all who seek or accept unwgethy 
praise are taking that which rightly belongs to God alone, 

12:24 The enemies of God cannot stop the spread of the word of God. 

12:25 See note at v. 12. | 
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the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul 
jor the work to which I have called them:”t 
Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid 
nands on them, they sent them away.t 


«~ Churches Established on Cyprus «=. 


‘So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, 
they went down to Seleucia, and from there 
they sailed to Cyprus. 5And when they ar- 
rived in Salamis, they preached the word of 
God in the synagogues of the Jews. They 
also had John as their assistant.t 


’Now when they had gone through the is- | 


land? to Paphos, they found a certain sor- 

cerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name 

was Bar-Jesus, 7who was with the procon- 
` sul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This 
man called for Barnabas and Saul and 
sought to hear the word of God. 8But 
Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is 
translated) withstood them, seeking to turn 
the proconsul away from the faith. 9Then 
Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, looked intently at himt Vand 
said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you 
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family connections. 
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In ance and conversion—which pr 


13: 


Pay 
‘Ul and Barnabas had just been sent. 
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ee; A ee | ACTS 13:16 
who had been brought up with Herod the | 
trarch, and Saul.t As they ministered to- 












son of the devil, you enemy of all righteous- 
ness, will you not cease perverting the 
Straight ways of the Lord? !!And now, in- 
deed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and 
you Shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a 
time.”t 

And immediately a dark mist fell on him, 
and he went around seeking someone to 
lead him by the hand. Then the proconsul 
believed, when he saw what had been done, 
oe astonished at the teaching of the 

ord. 


~ The Church in Pisidia = 

I3Now when Paul and his party set sail 
from. Paphos, they came to Perga in 
Pamphylia; and John, departing from them, 
returned to Jerusalem.t '4But when they de- 
parted from Perga, they came to Antioch in 
Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day and sat down.t And after 
the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the 
rulers of the Synagogue sent to them, say- 
ing, “Men and brethren, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say on.” 

!6Then Paul stood up, and motioning with 


his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who 


13:6 2NU-Text reads the whole island. 


13:1 Manaen was raised with Herod Antipas, tetrarch from 4 scab 39, and son of the Herod who 
slaughtered the infants in Bethlehem (Mt 2:16). Manaen was one of the early Christians with noble 


13:2 Ministered (Gr. /eitourgounton) literally means “performed liturgical acts.” It is the same root 
word from which “liturgy” is derived. This phrase would be more accurately translated, “as they per- 
formed the liturgy to the Lord and fasted.” Liturgical worship did not originate in Antioch. Its roots are 
ancient Israel. Saul and Barnabas, who came from Jerusalem, taught the Antiochian Christians— 
among other things—true worship (11:22-26). Note too that fasting and liturgy are inseparable. It is in 
the midst of this liturgy that the Holy Spirit speaks. Separate means “to set apart for special service.” 
13:3 Laid hands on them is a reference to the sacrament of ordination (see note at 10:48). While con- 
temporary Orthodox practice is usually to ordain no more than one person to a specific rank at a given 
lturgy, here was a case of multiple ordinations. Note that even Saul (Paul), who had a direct call to 
‘erve from Jesus Christ (9:1-6; 2Co 12:1-4), still had to experience ordination in the Church. 

13:5 The synagogues were the initial places of Christian preaching, for Christianity arose from Judaism, 
ènd the Jews had been prepared through the OT for the Christ, John: See note at 12:12. 

3:9 This is the first use in Acts of the name Paul for Saul. No particular significance is stated, but it was 
‘ot the result of his conversion as many have suggested, for he is still called Saul for quite some time 
“Mer his conversion. Paul is a Roman name, and Saul is a Hebrew name. Many Jews of this time had 
"o names, one Jewish and another Greek or Roman. Paul may have begun to favor his Roman name 
OUt of humility (Pau! means “little”), or because his ministry was now becoming more focused on the 
Sentiles, St, John Chrysostom suggests that the name change was the result of ordination (w. 2, 3), just 

rist gave Simon the new name Peter essa oY ee ORT E AE EE 
"11, | inflict punishment for punishment's sake, but to bring re- 
Ke The hand of tha Lor eek fruitful inthis case of he procansa: This is the first recorded 


Nce of conversion to Christ of a high Roman official, | 
13 John: See eee at 12:12. His departing from them became the cause of great strife with Paul, and 
S0 between Paul and Barnabas (15:37-40). But God's work still flourishes. VERES 
14 Antioch in Pisidia was in Galatia, and should not be confused with Antioch of Syria, from which 
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fear God, listen:t The God of this weonle 
Israel® chose our fathers, and exalted the 
people when they dwelt as strangers in the | 
land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He 
brought them out of it.t '8Now for a time of 
about forty years He put up with their ways 
in the wilderness. '8And when: He had de- 
stroyed seven nations in the land of 
Canaan, He distributed their land to them 
by allotment. 


4o“After that He gave them judges: fot 


about four hundred and fifty years, until | 


Samuel the prophet. 2!And afterward they 
asked for a king; so God gave them Saul 
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, for forty years. 22And when He 
had removed him, He raised up for them 
David as king, to whom also He gave testi- 
mony and said, ‘J have found David the 
son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, 
who will do-all My will.» 2From this man’s 
seed, according to the promise. God raised 
up for Israel a Savior—Jesus—t 
John had first preached, before His com- 


ing, the baptism of repentance to 21i the 


people of Israel. *°And as John was finish- 


ing his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I 
am? I am not He. But. behold, there comes 
One after me, the sandals of whose feet j 
am not worthy to loose. € 

26“Men and brethren, sons of the family of 
Abraham, and those among you who fear 
God, to you the word of this salvation has 
been sent.t 27For those who dwell in Jerusa- 
lem, and their rulers, because they did not 
know Him, nor even the voices of the 
Prophets which are read every Sabbath, 
have fulfilled them in condemning Him.t 


48And though they found no cause for death | 


in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be 
put to death. “Now when they had fulfilled 
all that was written concerning Him, they 


Matter | 
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took Him downth frag the tree and laid Him 
in a tomb. But God raised Him from the 
dead. *'He was seen for many days by those 
who came up with Him from Galilee to Je. 


| rusalem, who are His witnesses to the peg- 


ple. 32And we declare to you glad tidings— 
that promise which was made to the fa. 
thers. 33God has fulfilled this for us their 
children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As 
it is also written in the second Psalm: 


‘You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 


34And that He raised Him yom the dead. no 
more to return to corruption, He has spo- 


| ken thus: 


J will give you ene sure mercies of- 
David,’ ? 


3Therefore He also says-in: oier Psalm: 


‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see 
© corruption.’ 


s6“For David, after he had served his own 
generation by the will. of God, fell asleep, 
was buried with his fathers, and saw cor- 
ruption; */but He whom.God raised up saw 
no corruption. 38Therefore let it be known 
to you, brethren, that through this Man is 
preached to-you the forgiveness of sins:t 
39and by Him everyone who believes is jus- 
tified from all things from which you could 


not be justified by the law of Moses. 


“Beware therefore, lest what has been spo- 
ken in the prophets come upon you: 





13:17 °®M-Text omits Israet. 13:22 2Psalm 88:21 
b] Samuel 13:14 | 13:23 eM-Text reads for Israel 
salvation. 13:338Psalm 2:7. 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 
13:35 *Psalm 15:10 





13:16 You who fear God: See note at 10:2. 


13:17-41 Paul preaches Christ based on His fulfillment of OT events and prophecies (see note at 8:35). 
13:23, 24 The heart of Paul’s message is: (1) Christ is the promise and therefore the fulfillment of the 
Jewish faith; (2) Jesus is the seed of David, and thus fulfills his office as the true King of Israel; and 
(3) Jesus is the One John the Baptist preached, _ 

13:26 The family of Abraham refers to the Jews, while those who fear God refer to, Gentile believers; 
thus, salvation is proclaimed to all mankind, 

13:27 Paul consistently presses the point that if the OT is properly understood, it is clear jesus is the 
Messiah, Even the Jewish leaders’ rejection of Jesus fulfilled these Prophecies (Ps 2:1, 2;,118:22, 23; 

Is 53:1-9). 

13:38, 39 In addition to Christ's death and Resurrection, two recurring series! in apostolic preaching 
are (1) the forgiveness of sins (v. 38) and (2) no Ma justified by the law of Moses (v, 39). | 


13:25-32 This passage is read on August 29, the Feast of the Beheading of John the Baptist. : 





———— 








‘Behold, you despisers, | and expelled them from their region, *'But 
Marvel and perish’! | they shook off the dust from “their feet 
For | work a work in your days, against them, and came to Iconium. And 
A work which you will by no means the disciples were filled with joy and with 

believe, the Holy Spirit. | 


Though one were to declare it to you.’ ”8 
e The Church in Iconium, Galatia «= 

aSo when the Jews went out of the syna- | ‘Now it happened in Iconium that 
gogue,* the Gentiles begged that these . they went together to the synagogue 
words might be preached to them the next | of the Jews. and so spoke that a great mul- 
Sabbath. Now when the congregation had | titude both of the Jews and of the Greeks 
broken up, many of the Jews and devout | believed.t 2But the unbelieving Jews stirred 
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, | up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds 
who, speaking to them, persuaded them to | against. the’ brethren.t, Therefore they 
continue in the grace of God. stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in 
the Lord, who was bearing witness to the 
word of His grace, granting signs and won- 
ders to be done by their hands.t 

‘But the multitude of the city was di- 
vided: part sided with the Jews, and part 
with the apostles.t SAnd when a violent at- 
tempt was made by both the Gentiles and 
| Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone 
essary that the word of God should be spo- | them,t ‘they became aware of it and fled to 
ken to you first; but since you reject it, and.|,Lystta.and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting |, tHe Surrounding region. ‘And they were 


life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. ‘’For so | pr caching the gospel there. | 
tne Lord has commanded us: es IncLyetraland ether Galatta 


«= Apostles to the Gentiles -=~ 


4On the next Sabbath almost the whole 
city came together to hear the word of God. | 
SBut when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy; and contradict- 
| ing and blaspheming, they. opposed the 
things spoken by. Paul.t 4SThen. Paul and 
Barnabas grew bold.and said, “It-was nec- 


SS 


I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, “And in Lystra a certain man without 
That you should be for salvation to the | Strength in his feet was sitting, ʻa cripple 
| from his mother’s womb, who had never 


r- nna | i i 
EHO e carii walked. "This. man heard Paul speaking. 
SNOW When entiles heard this, they | Paul, observing him intently and seeing 
Were sa AEE T word of ne | that he had faith to be healed, ‘said with a 
Lord, And as many as had been appointed loud voice, “Stand up straight on your 
to eternal life believed feet!” And he leaped and walked. UNow 
“And the word of the Lord was being | When the people saw. what Paul had done, 
‘Dread throughout all the region. *°But the 0) MIO RRS SPU 
Salen: | Ne 13:41 "Habakkuk 1:5 13:42 "Or And when they 
a WS stirred up the devout and pr ominent went out of the synagogue of the Jews; NU- 
Omen and the chief men of the city, raised | Text reads And when they went out, they 
W Persecution against Paul and Barnabas, | begged. 13:47 “Isaiah 49:6 | 


—— — 


| 13:45, 46 Many of the Jews reject the teaching that salvation is for all people, so Paul and Barnabas 
‘OW turn to the Gentiles. This pattern continues throughout Acts: the gospel is preached first to the 
"WS, God’s chosen people, then to the Gentiles (Rom 1:16). fan 
41 Iconium: The capitol of Lycaonia in Asia Minor between Antioch and Lystra. An interesting second- 
entury account tells of a man from Iconium who went to meet St. Paul. Paul had been described to 
4/8 being “a small man in size with meeting eyebrows, a rather large nose, bald, bow-legged, but 
menaly built, full of grace, who at times seemed to have the face of an angel” (from The Acts of 
e la i i 
1:2 Unbelieving could also be translated “disobedient.” It is from the common Greek verb apeitheo, 
yong “to disobey,” 
lag e note at 4:24-30. 
te © Mt 10:34-36, 
E 3) The inner resistance to repent 
and destroy His messengers than l00 


= eee eee = 
— 


ae 


ance is so strong that many would rather deny the wonders of God 
k inward and change. 





>>8 ORDINATIO Nace 


ə) Sacraments (or mysteries) are holy actions of the Church by which spiritual life is im- 
“> parted to those receiving them, Ordination, which means “setting in place” or “selection 
TIL by the outstretched hand,” is one of several Orthodox sacraments. It is extended specifi- 
cally to bishops, presbyters (priests), and deacons, and generally to all through Holy 

‘~~ Baptism. 

| Bishops. Christ in His ministry ordained or “set in place” the Twelve, assuring them, 
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit phould remain” (Jn'15:16). 


Both the New Testament and the church fathers recognize the Twelve as the first bishops 
or overseers in the Church. When Judas had fallen away and the disciples were considering his 
successor, Peter said, “Let another take his office” (Gr. episkopen, lit., “bishopric”; Acts 1:20). 
This bishopric was given to Matthias (Acts 1:25). 

The apostles—these first bishops—in turn ordained presbyters and deacons. 


2 Deacons. The account of the first ordination of deacons (Acts 6:1—6) is quite detailed. 
“Seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom,” 
the apostles said, “whom we may appoint [Gr. kathistemi, “to set down or ordain” | over this 
business” (Acts 6:3). The manner of this appointment is clear: “they laid hands on them” 

(Acts 6:6). The ordination of deacons im the Orthodox Church takes place: in this same man- 
ner soca through the laying on of hands by the bishop. | 


3 Presbyters, The first account of the ordination of elders or presbyters is in Acts 14:23. 
The apostles Paul and Barnabas * ‘appointed [lit., “elected by stretching forth the hand” | elders 
in every church, and prayed with fasting,” then “commended them to the Lord in whom they 
had believed.” Similarly, Paul reminds his apostolic apprentice, Titus, “For this reason I left 
you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint [set in place, 
ordain] elders in every city as I commanded you™ (Tts 1:5). 


The Titus passage brings to mind the first prayer the bishop prays over one e being 
ordained to the Orthodox:priesthood: “The grace divine, which always heals that which ts 
weak and completes that which is lacking, elevates through the laying on of my hands this 
most devout deacon to be priest.” 

The bishop continues to ask God to “fill with the gift of the Holy Spirit, fai man... . that 
he may be worthy to stand in innocence before Your holy altar, to proclaim the Gospel of 
Your Kingdom, to minister the word of Your truth, to offer You spiritual gifts and sacrifices, to 
renew Your people through the laver of regeneration.” 

A dramatic moment in the service of ordination comes when the candidate is led around 
the altar three times, kissing or venerating the four corners of the altar each time. This symbol- 
izes his marriage to Christ, his death with Christ, and his willingness to serve the Church 
sacrificially after the example of his Master. 

Ordination is seen as an eternal appointment, “for the gifts and the calling BE God are 
irrevocable” (Rom 11:29), It is in this spirit that during each Divine Liturgy the priest 


prays for his bishop that -the Lord God remember him in His Kingdom always, now and _ 
ever, and unto ages of ages.” g 


Through the sacrament of ordination in His Church, Christ entrusts to the shep- 
herd the very salvation of His people’s souls. | | i (a 






















- jycaonian language, “The gods have come 
| gown to us in the likeness of men!”t 12And 
' parnabas they called Zeus; and Paul, 
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker, 
Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple 
was in front of their city, brought oxen and 
- garlands to the gates, intending to sacrifice 
with the multitudes, 
\4But when the apostles Barnabas and 


they raised their voices, saying. in the 





sand saying, “Men, why are you doing 
these things? We also are men with the 
same nature as you, and preach to you that 
you should turn from these useless things 


them.t '*who in bygone generations al- 
lowed all nations to walkin ‘their. own 
ways. Nevertheless He did, not leave 
Himself without. witness, in that He did 
good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 


seasons, filling our hearts with food and. 


gladness.” !8And with these sayings they 


= ———_== 


sacrificing to them.* 


came there; and having persuaded the mul- 
litudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 


around him, he rose up and went into the 
city. And the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe.t 
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Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and | 
ran in among the multitude, crying out | 


to the living God, who made ‘the heaven, | 
the earth, the sea, and all things that arein | 


could scarcely restrain the multitudes from | 


“Then Jews from. Antioch and, Iconium 


“However, when the disciples gathered | 
|2Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had 





ACTS 15:2 


A, Return Visit PP 
2.And when they had preached the gospel 





to that city and made many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 


42strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
saying, “We must through many tribula- 
tions enter the kingdom of God.”t 3So when 
they had appointed elders in every church, 
and prayed with fasting, they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had be- 
lieved.t 24And after they had passed through 
Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. “Now 
when they had preached the word in Perga, 
they went down to Attalia. 


=. Report Back to Antioch -=> 
26From there they sailed to Antioch, 


where they had been commended to the 


grace of God for the work which they had 
completed. 

27Now when they had come and gathered 
the church together, they reported all that 
God had done with them, and that He had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 
28So they stayed there a long time with the 


disciples. 


æ Circumcision in Antioch => | 
] And certain men came down from 

Judea and taught the brethren, “Un- 
less you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”t 


no small dissension and dispute with them, 
they determined that Paul and Barnabas 


14:11-13 This unfitting praise by the people was “a contrivance of the devil” (JohnChr), an attempt to 
lead the people to a new idolatry and to tempt Paul and Barnabas to pride. 
14:15-17 While Paul preached Christ to the Jews using the OT (13:17-41), here he presents the Lord to 


| these Gentiles from the perspecti 
Most accessible to his hearers. 


“Mob mentality, and that a faith based sol 

shattered. 

14:20, 21 Leaving town in the face of persecut 
“erence to Derbe does not imply a short stay, 
“Parted again, 

| ig Part of the apostolic calling 

; then those who already believe. 

| eave him to struggle on his own. 
nürtured. to strugg 


ve of creation (see also 17:22-26). In this way, he uses a starting point 


14:18, 4 r immediate change from worshipping these apostles to persecuting them shows 
2. The peoples mined n ely on the miraculous (vv. 8-11) is fickle, weak, and easily 


ion shows wisdom, not lack of faith (Mt 10:23). The short 
for many disciples were made before these apostles 


is making new disciples, while an equally important part is strength- 
it would be an empty gesture for the Church to convert someone and 
instead, the believers’ souls must be guarded and continually 


postles to nurture and lead the churches they 


‘ablisheg (see note for v. 22). The word translated appointed (Gr. cheirotoneo) means “to ordain by 


, is laying on of hands.” 
‘1 See 14:2: Gal 2:12. 


| 
à 2 Elders are presbyters (priests) ordained by the a 


Á 





ACTS 15:53 





Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about 
this question.t 
3So, being sent on their way by the 


church, they passed through Phoenicia | 


and Samaria, describing the conversion of 
the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to 
all the brethren. *And when they had come 
to Jerusalem, they. were received by the 
church.and the apostles and the elders; 
and they reported all things that God had 
done with them. “But. some of the sect of 
the Pharisees who believed rose up; say- 


ing, “It is necessary to circumcise them, | 


and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses.” 


<. The Council in Jerusaiem =: 
SNow the apostles and elders came to- 
gether to consider this matter? “And when 
there had been much dispute. Peter rose up 
and said to them: “Men and brethren, you 
know that a good while ago God. chose 
among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles 


should hear the word of the gospel and be- | 
lieve.t 8So God, who knows the heart, ac- | 


knowledged them by giving them the Holy 


Spirit, just as He did to us, 9and made no | 


distinction between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith. !“Now therefore, why 
do you test-God by putting a yoke on the 
neck. of the disciples which neither our fa- 
thers nor we were able to bear? !'But we 
believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ4 we shall be saved in the same 
manner as they.” 


and certain others of them should go up to 








Then all the multitude kept silent and 
listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring 
how many miracles and wonders God had 

-worked through them among the Gentiles. 
l3And after they had become silent, James 
answered, saying, “Men and brethren, lis- 
ten to me:t Simon has declared how God 
at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of 
them a people for His name. “And with 
this the words of the prophets agree, just as 
it is written: 











6 ‘After this I will return 

And will rebuild the tabernacle of 
David, which has fallen down; 

I will rebuild its ruins, 

And Iwill set it up; 

‘So that the rest of mankind 

the LORD, 

Even all the Gentiles who are called by 
My name, 

Says the LORD who does all these 
things.” 


may seek 


a 


| “Known to God from eternity are all His 
| works. !°Therefore I judge that we should 
not trouble those from among the Gentiles 
who are turning to God, “°but that we write 
to them to abstain from things polluted by 
idols, from sexual immorality, from things 
15;11 2NU-Text and M-Text omit Christ. 
15:17°®Amos 9:11,12 15:18 ®NU-Text (combin- 
ing with verse 17) reads Says the Lord, who 


makes these things known from eternity (of 
old). 15:20°Or fornication | 





15:2 This brewing dispute concerning the relationship between the OT Law and Christianity (v. 1) came 
to a head and had to be settled before it divided the Church completely. The Church has never been 
free from disputes and dissensions, but nevertheless has maintained a way to resolve them: in council. 
The meeting of bishops in council, with the participation of elders (presbyters) and knowledgeable lay- 


men, continues to guide the Church to this day. 


15:6-29 This is the Apostolic Council in Jerusalem, about ap 49, a precedent of tremendous importance 
for the government of the Church. The Orthodox Church is sometimes known as “the Church of the 
Councils,” for it continues the practice of solving disputes and coming to a consensus through councils. 
This council progresses through the stages of assembly (v. 6), testimony (vv. 7-12), decision (vv. 13-21), 


and adoption (vv. 22-29). 


15:7-12 Peter gives his testimony after much dispute (v. 7); he stresses how God has worked among the 
Gentiles, and then Paul and Barnabas do the same. The emphasis of all three apostles is that God has 
already shown them the answer and He must not be opposed. | 
15:13-21 Note that even though Peter is present, James, being bishop of Jerusalem, presides at this 
council (see note at 12:17). He interprets the testimony in light of the Scriptures and finds that Simon 
Peter's testimony is in agreement with the OT prophets (v. 15). Thus, James makes his decision by recog- 
nizing the consensus of the apostles in light of the Holy Scriptures. When James declares, | judge (v. 19), 
he does not mean “I think” or “In my opinion”; rather, he is making the final decision. Nevertheless, © 
this verdict is not merely. his own opinion, but a summary of the testimony of the council. 

The four prohibited acts (v. 20) reflect both qualities of Christian behavior and minimal requirements 


of the OT Law. Some interpreters understand blood to mean eating blood (Lv 17:14); 
St. John Chrysostom, understand this to mean murder, the shedding of blood. 


others, such as 
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rangled, and from blood. 2!For Moses has | «œ The Decree Received in Antioch 7> 
ad throughout many generations those | 3050 when they were sent off, they came 
who preach him in every city, being read in | to Antioch; and when they had gathered the 
the synagogues every Sabbath. multitude together, they delivered the letter. 
s x 31When they had read it, they rejoiced over 

<. The Decree: Early Canon Law .= aA panes best 
| l | | its encouragement. Now Judas and Silas, 
2Then it pleased the apostles and elders, | themselves being prophets also, exhorted 
with the whole church, to send chosen men | and strengthened the brethren with many 
of their own company to Antioch with Paul | words. 33And after they had stayed there for 
and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also | a time, they were sent back with greetings 

named Barsabas,* and Silas, leading men | from the brethren to the apostles.2 — 

among the brethren." 34However, it seemed good to Silas to re- 
They wrote this, letter by them: main there.* Paul and Barnabas also re- 
| - mained in Antioch, teaching and preaching 
_. The apostles, the elders, and the breth- | the word of the Lord, with many others 


ren, also. | 
To the brethren who are of the Gentiles  ® Faukand: Barnabas Separate a 
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: | 6Then after’ some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit 
| Greetings. our brethren in every city where we have 


preached the word of the Lord, and see 
“Since we have heard that some who | how they are doing.”t 37Now Barnabas was 
went out from tis have troubled you with | determined to take with them John called 
words, unsettling ‘your souls, saying, | Mark.t 38But Paul insisted that they should 
“You must be circumcised and keep the | "Ot take with’ them the one who had’ de- 
law”a—to whom We gave no such com-.| Parted from them in Pamphylia, and ‘had 
mandment—25it seemed good to us, | nt gone with them to the work. “Then the 
being assembled with: one accord, to'| Contention, became, so sharp that they 
send chosen. men to you. with, our | Patted trom one another. And so Barnabas 
beloved Barnabas and Paul; 22men who took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; “but Paul 
have risked their lives for the name of | ROSE. Pias Ane departed, veing com 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 27We have there- Bn A N RI ipa pats oh ‘c ene akg 
report the came ‘things by word. of | C'a, strengthening the churches, < 


mouth: 28For it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary 
things:t 2%that you abstain from things 
Offered to idols, from blood, from things 
| strangled, and from sexual immorality.* | 
| If you keep yourselves from these, you 

Will do well, 








a The Call to Europe =: rege 
| ] 6 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. 

And behold, a, certain disciple was 
there, named Timothy, the son of a certain 





(15:22 "NU-Text and M-Text read Barsabbas.. | 
15:24 *NU-Text omits saying, “You must be cir-_ 
cumcised and keep the law.” 15:29 "Or fornica- 
tion ° 15:33 ®NU-Text reads to those who had 
sent them. 15:348NU-Text and M-Text omit 


Farewell. this verse, 








15:22-29 While James makes the definitive decision, it is not valid until it is adopted by not only the 
Ouncil but the whole church. This apostolic letter is an early form! of church canon. | 
28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us does not indicate an equality between God and 
aan, Rather, it Aas the unity between God and the Church and the way in which the Holy Spirit 
| orks in and through holy councils. The Church strives to limit canons to only those that are truly essen- 
: lin order to lay upon the faithful no greater burden than... necessary. | 


'36 See note at 14:22. | | 
) Wine 40 The one who had departed: See 13:13. This dispute shows that Christians can be plagued 
| ith disagreements concerning details and can even separate physically without falling from commu- 


Dan wit One another. This particular dispute Was eventually resolved, and John Mark later rejoined 


(See 2Ti 4:11), 











ACTS 16:2 





brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium, 
3Paul wanted to have him go on with him. 
And he took him and circumcised him be- 
cause of the Jews who were in that region, 
for they all knew that his father was 
Greek.t 4And as they went through the 
cities, they delivered to them the decrees to 
keep, which were determined by the apos- 
tles and elders at Jerusalem,t °So_ the 
churches were strengthened in the faith, 
and increased in number daily. 

6Now when they had gone through 


Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they 


were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach 
the word in Asia.t 7After they had come to 
Mysia, they tried to-go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirite did not permit them. °So passing 
by Mysia, they came down to Troas. ’And a 
vision appeared to Paul in the night, A man 
of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, 
saving, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.” SNow after he had seen the vision im- 
mediately we sought to go to Macedonia, 
concluding that the Lord had called us to 
preach the gospel to them.? 





—— 


1498 


Jewish woman who believed, but his father 
was Greek.t 2He was well spoken of by the | 














-». The First European Convert 7> 


Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a 
straight course to Samothrace, and the next 
day came to Neapolis, '2and from there to 
Philippi, which is the foremost city of that 
part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were 
staying in that city for some days. '*And on 
the Sabbath day we went out of the city to 
the riverside, where prayer was customarily 
made; and we sat down and spoke to the 
women who met there.t Now a certain 
woman named Lydia heard us. She was a 
seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, 
who worshiped God. The Lord opened her 
heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.t 
54nd when she and her household were 
baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to 
my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.t 


| 
| 
=. Exorcism of a Spirit > 
l6Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 
that a certain slave girl possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us, who brought-her 


masters much profit by fortune-telling.™ 
CASETE Cader Eir karitea LEAT apne eon | NESTE 


| 16:7*NU-Text adds of Jesus. 


16:1 This Timothy would become one of the chief co-workers of Paul, would be the recipient of two of 
Paul's epistles, and would later follow the apostle John as bishop of Ephesus. | 

16:3 Since Timothy is partly of Jewish heritage, Paul has him circumcised to accommodate Jewish sensi- 
bilities. In the case of Titus, a Gentile, Paul refuses to do this on dogmatic principles, reaffirming that 
believers do not receive salvation through the Law (Gal 2:3). 

16:4 Decrees translates the Greek word dogma, which includes not only decrees but official teachings. 
The Church preserves her dogmas, or doctrines, as delivered by the apostles, and these essential teach- 


ings are never up for negotiation. 


16:6, 7 Though no indication is given in the Scriptures why Paul was forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 


preach in these places, St. John Chrysostom likens this to the 


way a hunter will underfeed his dogs be- 


fore a hunt in order to increase their hunger for the prize. Likewise, these people were not yet hungry 
for the gospel, and thus God delays the gospel being preached in their presence until a desire for Him 


can be cultivated. 


16:10 The use of we indicates that Luke (the author of Acts) 


has joined Paul, Silas, and Timothy in 


Troas. This is the first of several uses of we in Acts, indicating that Luke was an eyewitness to many of 


the events he recorded. 
16:13 The place for prayer was usually a syna 


gogue, though in Philippi there were few Jews. Thus, this 


may have been a private home or gathering place by the riverside for lack of an actual synagogue. 


16:14 Paul is the church planter par excellence, 


and his work remains the model for building churches. 


He starts with people already attuned to God and expounds for them the fullness of the gospel mes- 


sage (see note at 8:35). Lydia, the 
home sufficient to host the Christian missionaries. 


16:15 Again, faith leads immediately to baptism not o 
including children and servants. See note at 8:36-39. 

16:16-18 Exorcisms in the name of Christ are part of ap 
in the Orthodox Church begins with an exorcism to expe 
the new believer. Though the demon declared the truth through t 
to be free to accept Christ on her own, and Paul could not endure to 


thermore, impure praise from God's enemies is not Pena (WSir 
— — = 


16:16-34 This passage is read on the sixth Sunday of Pascha, 


first convert in Europe, was a well-to-do businesswoman 


with a large 


nly of the adults, but of the entire household, 


ostolic ministry. Notably, every baptismal service 
| Satan from having any further influence over 
his slave girl, nevertheless, she needed 
see her tormented any longer. Fur- 
15:9; see note at Lk 4:41). 





called the Sunday of the Blind Man. 


— 








a ÅÃ-———— c 
a ST 


rhis girl followed Paul and us, and cried 
aut, saying, “These men are the servants of 
ne Most High God, who proclaim to us the 
way of salvation.” '*And this she did for 
œ. Paul and Silas Imprisoned .- 


But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned. and 
said to the spirit, ‘I command you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And he came out that very hour. !8But when 
her masters saw that their hope of profit 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace to the 
authorities. 

And they brought them to the, magis- 
trates, and said, “These men, being Jews, 
exceedingly trouble our city;t 2!and_ they 
teach customs which are not lawful for us, 
being Romans, to receive or observe.” 
Then the multitude rose ‘up together 
against them; and the magistrates tore off 





their clothes and’ cemmanded them to be | 


beaten with rods. “And when they had laid 
many stripes on therm, they threw them 
into prison, commanding the jailer to keep 
them securely. “4*Having received: such a 
charge, he put. them into the inner prison 
and fastened their feet in the:stocks. 


-x. The Philippian Jailer => 

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were 
Praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them.t 
“Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
50 that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors 
were opened and everyone’s chains were 
loosed, 27And the keeper of the prison, 
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison 
doors open, supposing the prisoners had 
ed, drew his sword and was about to kill 











__ACTS 16:40 


himself.t 28But Paul called with a loud 








voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we 


are all here.” 
49Then he called for a light, ran in, and 


| fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 


WAnd he brought them out and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?”t 
31S0 they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 


Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 


household.” °2Then they spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 3And he took them the same hour 
of the night and washed their stripes. And 
immediately he and all his family were bap- 
tized.t 34Now when he had brought them 


into his house, he set food before them; and 


he rejoiced, having believed in God with all 
his household. l 


æ% The Apostles Released -7> 

35And when it was day, the magistrates 
sent the officers, saying, “Let those men 
go.” 

36S0. the keeper of the prison reported 
these words to Paul; saying, “The magis- 
trates have sent to let you go. Now there- 
fore depart, and go in peace.” 


37But- Paul said to them, “They have 


beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, 
and have thrown us into prison. And now 


do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let 
them come themselves and get us out.”t 
38And the officers told these words to the 
magistrates, and they were afraid when 
they heard that they were Romans. Then 


they came and pleaded with them and 


brought them out, and asked them to de- 
part from the city. 4S0 they went out of the 
prison and entered the house of Lydia; and 
when they had seen the brethren, they en- 
couraged them and departed. rf 





“laliate for their financial loss. 
fhe Being persecuted unjustly for Christ 
T Praying and singing hymns prep 
27 Was about to kill himself: A jaile 


“ECUtion, 


3:30 The jailer’s question, t 
diy aiming “the way of salvation” (v. 17) 
“Ke (v. 26) and Paul's concern for 


V. 5. All his family would include not only his wi 


16: 


Proclaim the gospel (see also 22:22-30). 





u nust I do to be saved?” 
woe and their praying and singing (v. 25). The miraculous earth- 


the jailer’s life (v. 28) strengthen his faith and lead to his conversion. 
fe and children, but any servants as well (see note at 


37 Note + ae | to his Roman citi 
Chi “Ote that Paul does not appea! to 3 
ist, Which he could easily have done. Rather, he uses 


16:29 Paul's accusers here care little for religion, but they use religious prejudice against the Jews to 


leads Paul and Silas to joy rather than sorrow (Lk 6:22, 23). 
ares the other prisoners for conversion later that night. | 
r who let prisoners escape would be subject to cruel torture and 


implies he has already heard his prisoners 


zenship in order to escape punishment for ~ 
his citizenship to have additional opportunities: 





ACTS LAI 





= The Church in Thessalonica =- 
] Now when they had passed through 
came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews.t 2Then Paul, as his 
custom was, went in to them, and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures,t %explaining and demonstrating 
that the Christ had to suffer and rise again 
from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom 
I preach to you is the Christ.” “And some of 
them were persuaded; and a great multitude 
of the devout Greeks; and not a few of the 
leading women, joined Paul and Silas.* 
5But the Jews who were not persuaded, 
becoming envious, took some of the evil 
men from the marketplace, and gathering a 
mob, set all the city in an woroar and at- 
tacked the house of Jason, and sought to 
bring them out to the people: “But when 
they did not find them, they dragged Jason 
and some brethren to the rulers of the city, 
crying out, “These who have turned the 
world upside down have come here too. 


Amphipolis and Apollonia, they | 


Jews. '!'These were more fair-minded than 


those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness, and searched 
the Scriptures daily to find out whether 
these things were so. Therefore many of 
them believed, and also not a few of the 
Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 
I3But when the Jews from Thessalonica 
learned that the word of God was preached 
by Paul at Berea, they came there also and 


stirred up the crowds. '4Then immediately 


the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the 
sea: but both Silas and Timothy remained 


| there.t 15So those who conducted Paul 


brought him to Athens; and receiving a 
command for Silas and Timothy to come to 
him with all speed, they departed. 


<a. The Church in Athens -= 


i6Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens. his spirit was provoked within 
him when he saw that the city was given 
over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in 
the synagogue with the Jews and with the 


7Jason has harbored them, and these are all | Gentile worshipers, and in the market- 
H mno Wt aoga | | . A i | 

acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar | place daily with those who happened to be 

saying there is another king——Jesus’”? "And | theret 18Thena certain Epicurean and 

they troubled the crowd and the rulers of | Stoic philosophers encountered him. And 

the city when they heard these things. “50 | come said, “What does this babbler want 


when they had taken security from Jaso 
and the rest, they let them go.t | 


æ The Church in Berea = 


l0Then the brethren immediately sent Paul | 


and Silas away by night to Berea. When they 


to say?” | 
Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer 





17:5 ®NU-Text omits who were not persuaded; 
M-Text omits becoming envious. 17:182NU- 
Text and M-Text add also, >, 


17:1 The largest and most important city in Macedonia, Thessalonica was very cosmopolitan, possessing 
an excellent harbor and superior commerce. With the flow of goods, communication, and people to 
and from the city, word of what was happening there spread quickly, and the church there became 


highly influential (1Th 1:8). 


17:2, 3 Reasoned (Gr, dialegomai) does not mean engaging in rational debate, for the proclamation of 
the gospel is not about winning intellectual arguments. Rather, this term indicates speaking or convers- 
ing about truths, ideas, or things that have been witnessed (note how this term is used in 20:9). The 
English word “dialogue” comes from the same root, The Scriptures are the OT writings (see notes at 


8:35; 13:17-41), 


17:4 Devout as used here is a synonym of “God-fearing.” It was used to designate a Gentile who fol- 
lowed the precepts of the Jewish religion, but had not yet become a proselyte or full convert (see 10:2). 
17:7 The trumped-up charge that Christians claimed another king—Jesus is reminiscent of the charges 
brought against Jesus of being a political king. Instead, Paul was proclaiming the Kingdom of God, with 


Jesus as King (see 14:22; 19:28; 20:5). 


17:9 Security: A deposit of money held as a bond to encourage Jason to uphold public peace in the 


future. 


17:13 Though unwilling to search the Scriptures to see if Paul's message is true, as the Jews in Berea did 
(v. 11), the Jews from Thessalonica were willing to travel the 60 miles to Berea to stir up the crowds 


against Paul. 
17:14 Brethren: The new Christians. 


17:17 In freethinking Athens, Paul moves beyond the synagogue and makes open contact with Gentiles 


in the marketplace. 














ek Him; (4) repentance is a way towar 








of foreign gods,” because he preached to 
„m Jesus and the resurrection.t 

And they took him and brought him to 
he Areopagus, saying, “May we know 
what this new doctrine is of which you 
speak? For you are bringing some strange 
hings to our ears. Therefore we want to 
know what these things mean.” 2!For all the 
athenians and the foreigners who were 
here spent their time in nothing else but ei- 
ther to tell or to hear some new thing. 

2Then Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I per- 
ceive that in all things you are very reli- 
gious; “for as I was passing through and 
considering the objects of your worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription:t 


TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 


Therefore, the One whom you worship with- 
out knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24God, 
who made the wor!d and everything in it, 
since He is Lord cf heaven and earth, does 
not dwell in temples made with hands. “Nor 
is He worshiped with men’s hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He gives 
to all life, breath, and all things. And He 


has made from one blood? every nation of | ee ; 
men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and | persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 


has determined their preappointed times 
and the boundaries of their dwellings, *’so 
that they should seek the Lord, in the hope 
that they might grope for Him and find Him, 


though He is not far from each one of us; 


“for in Him we live and move and have our 
being, as also some of your own poets have 
said, ‘For we are also His offspring. 
“Therefore, since we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the Divine 
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, some- 





17:18 Both the Epicurean and Stoic phil 
through emotional calm and impassivity. . 
Pursued pleasure, while the Stoics renounced it. 
17:22-31 Paul consistently preaches Christ 
Preaches from the OT (w. 2, 3). To the 
23) and emphasizes: (1) God is Crea 


Ai (See also note at 14:15-17.) 
un The resurrection of the dead is the p 
| le the other aspects of Paul's speech go uncha 
atonic view that the body was a prison for t 
nelly See notes at 8:35; 16:14, These Greeks were 
: yet fully converted. | 
Shaking out his garment 
Of oe clares the fulfillment o 

© gospel message. 


[SOL 





17:26 *NU-Text omits blood. 


osophers believed that fulfillment could be achieved in this life 
However, they pursued this aim differently. The Epicureans | 


| ACTS 18:7 
thing shaped by art and man’s devising. 
Truly, these times of ignorance God over- 
looked, but now commands all men every- 
where to repent, *!because He has appointed 
a day on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has or- 
dained. He has given assurance of this to all 


by raising Him from the dead.” 


32And when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked, while oth- 
ers said, “We will hear you again on this 
matter.’t 33So0 Paul departed from among 
them. 34However, some men joined him and 
believed, among them Dionysius the 
Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and 
others with them. 


«s The Church in Corinth 7> 


After these things Paul departed 

from Athens and went to Corinth.t 
2And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, 
born in Pontus, who had recently come 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because 
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to 
depart from Rome); and he came to them. 
3S0, because he was of the same trade, he 
stayed with them and worked; for by occu- 
pation they were tentmakers. tAnd he rea- 
soned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 


~. Teaching in Corinth 7- 

5When Silas and Timothy had come from 
Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the 
Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus 
is the Christ. But when they opposed him 
and blasphemed, he shook his garments 
and said to them, “Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean. From now on I will 
go to the Gentiles.”t 7And he departed from 








from a starting point familiar to his hearers. To the Jews, he 
se Gentiles, he uses one of their own altars to proclaim Christ 

tor of all: (2) God is the giver of life; (3) God desires all people to 
d God; (5) God is Judge of all; and (6) God raised Jesus from the 


e point at which some Gentile philosophers react negatively, 
llenged (see previous note). This rejection is due to the 
he soul and unworthy of salvation. 

"God-fearers, " those who accepted Judaism but had 


s was a sign of God's judgment. Quoting the OT (2Kg 1:16; Ezk 18:13), 
f his responsibility and these Jews! own accountability for their rejection 





ACTS 18:8 | 1502 








there and entered the house of a certain | Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow.t !9And 
man named Justus, one who worshiped | he came to Ephesus, and left them there; 
God, whose house was next door to the syn- | but he himself entered the synagogue and 
agogue. “Then Crispus, the ruler of the syn- | reasoned with the Jews.t 70When they 
agogue, believed on the Lord with all his | asked him to stay a longer time with them, 
household. And many of the Corinthians, | he did not consent, 2Ibut took leave of 
hearing, believed and were baptized. | them, saying, “I must by all means keep 
*Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night | this coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will 
by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, | return again to you, God willing.” And he 
and do not keep silent: Ufor I am with you, | sailed from Ephesus.t 
and no one will attack you to hurt you; for 
I have many people in this city.” !'And he 
continued there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them. 


~ In Ephesus: Apollos Instructed s 
22And when he had landed at Caesarea, 
and gone up and greeted the church, he 
went down to Antioch. 22After he had spent 
«~ The Proconsul’s Refusal -> some time there, he departed and went 
i2When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, | Over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in 
the Jews with one accord rose up against | Order, strengthening a EEDE ae 
Paul’ and brought him to the judgment “Now a certain UA ant D 4 
seat;t Bsaying, “This fellow persuades men | POTN at Alexandria, an eloquent man an 
to worship God contrary to the law.” mighty in the Scriptures, came, to 
“And when Paul was about to open his | Ephesus.’ “This man had been instructed 
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews. “if it were a | in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in 
matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O | Spirit. he spoke and taught accurately the 
Jews, there would be reason why I should paar on |i KOTI ROE PA RENON 
bear with you. But if it is a question of ase Neat Si ese CION ety 

words and names and your own law, look | 5P£ak boldly in the ee eee when 
to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a | @“uila and Priscilla heard him, they too 
judge of ick atore » 18And he drove | Dim aside and explained to him the way of 
l | z i | i 7 CAL UI Y i 27 . 4 
them from the judgment seat. "Then all the | °4 a tae, EreU esr a And ere are 
Greeks® took Sosthenes, the ruler of the nas k NEA f E S Set 
synagogue, and beat him before the judg- hin. an d when he “arrived: “he Areni]? 
men E But Gallio took no. notice of helped those who had believed through 
onus. grace; **for he vigorously refuted the Jews 
publicly, showing from the Scriptures that 


<=. Report to Jerusalem and Antioch > 

'8So Paul still remained a good while. 
Then he took leave of the brethren and 
sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila 
were with him. He had his hair cut off at 


Jesus is the Christ. 





18:7 *NU-Text reads Titius Justus. 18:17a8NU- 
Text reads they all. 18:212NU-Text omits I 
must through Jerusalem. 





18:12 Gallio was governor of Corinth and Achaia in ao 51-52, which firmly dates Paul's first visit to 
Corinth. . | 


18:18 The vow Paul makes is likely a form of the Nazirite vow (Nm 6:1=21) given in thanksgiving for ` 
deliverance from danger. | : 

18:19 Entered the synagogue: See note at 16:14. i A Tas 

18:21 God willing underscores Paul’s constant reliance on God and the continual submission of his own 
plans to God's (see Jam 4:13-17). The coming feast was either Passover, which became the Christian cele- 
bration of Christ’s Resurrection, or Pentecost, which became the celebration of the descent of the Holy 
Spirit (see 20:16). Note there was already a budding liturgical “calendar” among the apostles, revealing 
their deep desire to gather in remembrance of the great Christian feasts. : | 

18:24-28 Two outstanding qualities characterize Apollos: (1) He is fervent in spirit, and (2) he is hum- 
ble. A fervent person can be useful to God even if he is not yet well taught. Apollos apparently was not 
yet in the Church, but still spoke boldly in the synagogue (v. 26). His humility is shown in that he sub- 
mits to correction by two tentmakers, one of whom was a woman—offensive to most educated men in 


his culture. Aquila and Pricilla displayed great decency and wisdom: they did not correct Apollos pub- 
licly, but rather took him aside privately. | | 


t 
















«a Disciples of John the Baptist o7- 
And it happened, while Apollos was 
at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 
through the upper regions, came to 
gphesus. And finding some disciplest® 2he 
said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?” 

So they said to him, “We have not so much 
as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”t 

3And he said to them, “Into what then 
_ were you baptized?” 

So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 


‘Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized | 


with a baptism of repentance, saying to the 
people that they should believe on Him who 
would come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus.” 

‘When they heard this, they were bap- 


tized in the name of the Lord Jesus.t 6And | 


when Paul had laid hands onthem, the | was leaped on them, overpowered@:them: 


Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7Now 
the men were: about twelve in all. 


æ Two Years in Ephesus -= 


‘And he went into the synagogue and | 
spoke boldly for three months, reasoning | 


and persuading concerning the things of 
the kingdom of God.t 9But when some were 
hardened and did not believe, but spoke 
evil of the Way before the multitude, he de- 
parted from them and withdrew the disci- 


bles, reasoning daily in the school of | 


| Wrannus. !°And this continued for two 
| Years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard 








_ 1503 





19:1 Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province of Asia Minor, a large, magnificent city. Paul re- 








le EOL: 


the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and 
Greeks, 


æ Occultists Converted .~ 
\'Now. God worked unusual miracles by 





the hands of Paul,t !2so that even handker- 


chiefs or aprons were brought from his 
body to the sick, and the diseases left them 
and the evil spirits went out of them. !2Then 
some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took 
it upon themselves to call the name of the 
Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, 
Saying, “Wea exorcise you by the Jesus 
whom Paul preaches.” |4Also there were 
seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, 
who did so. 

'SAnd the evil spirit answered and said, 
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are you?” 

!6Then the man in whom the evil spirit 


and prevailed against them,> so that they 
fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
This became known both to all Jews and 
Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell 
on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was magnified. And many who had be- 
lieved came confessing and telling their 
deeds. '9Also, many. of those who had prac- 
ticed magic brought their books together 
and burned them in the sight of all. And 
they counted up the value of them, and it 


19:13 ®NU-Text reads J. 19:162M-Text reads 
and they overpowered. °NWU-Text reads both of 
them. ) 





mained there for at least two years and three months (vv. 8-10). Because of this city’s influence, 
churches were formed in almost every neighboring city and town withinithose three years. The seven 


“urches in Revelation 2; 3 are all in this area, 


š enough to stay people from sin, but 


19:2-4 Re nce (v. 4) is good, but apart from Christ Jesus, it does not secure salvation. Repentance 
Pantone CAN RaRa it cannot restore us from corruption. Only the Incarnation of the 


Son of God has the power to overthrow both sin and its subsequent corruption (AthanG). Thus, a per- 
- SN needs to be joined to Christ in baptism and the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit. 


9:5, 6 Baptized in the name of the Lord 
“ception of the Holy Spirit (chrismation) 


Jesus: See note at 8:16, 17. The laying on of hands for the 
is a distinct sacrament from baptism, though always united to 


t Inthe Church today, chrismation can be administered not only by the bishop, but also by presbyters 
"ho anoint with a special oil consecrated by the bishop. a 


tO On the term reasoning as it O 
IN of first preaching to the Jews and 
pn 1-19 The miracles performed 
°rks through His followers: Of pa 
Ons, v, 12) become instruments of gr 


13. “Ed. (For other examples of objects 
i Lk 8:41-48; Jn 9:6, 7.) 








= 


ccurs in w. 8, 9, see note at 17:2, 3. Again Paul follows the pat- 

then moving to the Gentiles (see 13:45). 
hose perforr ist a hat Christ lives and 

d here follow those performed by Christ and show t 

nf ticular significance is the way physical objects (handkerchiefs and 

ace when touched by people of great faith. as oe works. 

On le'cal rough created objects shows that creation itself is being 

ren ders both through His saints and z ESEN grace, see 5:15; Nm 21:8, 9; 4Kg 13:20, 21; Mk 6:12, 


== ramen 
19:1-8 This passage is read on January 7, the Feast of the Synaxis of St. 


John the Baptist. 
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totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver, 2°So 
the word of the Lord grew mightily and 
prevailed. 

21When these things were accomplished, 
Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had 
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to 
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been 
there, | must also see Rome.” 22So he sent 
into Macedonia two of those who minis- 
tered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he 
himself stayed in Asia for a time. 


=. A Greek Goddess Defended > 

23nd about that time there:arose a great 
commotion about the Way. 24For a certain 
man named Demetrius, a silversmith; who 
made silver shrines of Diana, brought no 
small profit to the craftsmen: 2°He called | 
them together with the workers of similar | 
occupation, and said: “Men, you know that | 
we have our prosperity by this trade: 
“Moreover you see and hear that noi oniy | 
at Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, | 
this Paul has persuaded and turned away | 
many people, saying that they are not geds 
which are made with hands.t 27So not only 
is this trade of ours in danger of falling into | 
disrepute, but also the temple of the gresi. | 
goddess Diana may be despised and her 
magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia 
and the world worship.”t 

“8Now when they heard this, they were 
full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians!” 29So the whole 
city was filled with confusion, and rushed 
into the theater with one accord, having 
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians. 
Paul’s travel companions.t 3°And when Paul | 
wanted to go in to the people, the disciples 
would not allow him. *!Then some of the of- 
ficials of Asia, who were his friends, sent to 
him pleading that he would not venture into 
the theater. **Some therefore cried one thing 
and some another, for the assembly was. 


19:26 Being dynamic and vital, 
both conversion and opposition 
almost all Asia by his simple proclamation of t 
alone demonstrates God's hand was upon him 
19:27 The temple of . . 
ancient world because 


ā 


Aristarchus is a Thessalonian (20:4; Col 4:10). 
19:33, 34 Alexander, who was a Jew, attem 
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confused, and most of them did not know 
why they had come together. And they 
drew Alexander out of the multitude, the 
Jews putting him forward. And Alexander 


motioned with his hand, and wanted to 


make his defense to the people.t *4*But when 
they found out that he was a Jew, all with 
one voice cried out for about two hours, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

39 And when the city clerk had quieted the 
crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what man 
is there who does not know that the city of 
the Ephesians is temple guardian of the 
great goddess Diana, and of the image 
which fell down from Zeus? 26Therefore, 
since these things cannot be denied, you 
ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 
‘/Bor you have brought these men here who 
are neither robbers of temples nor blasphe- 
mers of your’ goddess.t °8Therefore, if 
Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a 
case against anyone, the courts are open 
and there are proconsuls. Let them bring 
charges against one another. 399But if you 
have any other inquiry to make, it shall be 
determined inthe lawful assembly. *°For we 
are in danger of being called in question 
for today’s uproar, there being no reason 
which we may give to account for this dis- 
orderly gathering.” 41And when he had said 


these things, he dismissed the assembly. 


= Return Visit to Greece > 
J After the uproar had ceased, Paul 
called the disciples to himself, em- 
braced them, and departed to go to 
Macedonia. 2Now when he had gone over 
that region and encouraged them with 
many words, he came to Greece 2and stayed 
three months. And when the Jews plotted 





19:24 Greek Artemis 19:27 aNU-Text reads 
she be deposed from her magnificence. 
19:37 ®"NU-Text reads our. 


the Church has an impact on every culture in which it exists, bringing 
. Note that Paul, a man without wealth or political status, influenced 
he gospel. St. John Chrysostom emphasizes that this fact 


. Diana (Gr. Artemis), goddess of the hunt, was one of seven wonders of the 
of its size and exquisite beauty, 
Diana, which the people there believed Zeus had sent 


19:29 Gaius, from Asia Minor (20:4) is perhaps the same 


In the center of the temple was a statue of 
down from heaven (see v, 35). 


person mentioned in Rom 16:23 and 1Co 1:14. 


pted to prevent the Jews from associating with the Chris- 


tians and to turn the anger of the crowds against them. 


19:37 Apostolic preaching does not blaspheme other people's gods. 
presents the message of salvation through Jesus Christ. 


Instead, as simply as possible, it 
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against him as he was about to sail to Syria, 
ne decided to return through Macedonia. 
‘And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to 
Asia—also Aristarchus and Secundus of the 
Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and 
timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of 
Asia.t These men, going ahead, waited for 
us at Troas.' But we sailed away from 
Philippi after the Days of Unleavened 
Bread, and in five days joined them at 
Troas, where we stayed seven days. 





«=. Back in Asia: Eutychus Raised m- 


TNow on the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to 
them and continued his message until mid- 
night.t "There were many lamps ‘in the 
upper room where they were gathered to- 
gether. And in a window sat a certain 
young man named Eutychus, who ‘was 
sinking into a deep sleep’He was overcome 
by sleep; and'as Paul continued speaking, 
he fell down from the third story and was 
taken up dead.t But Paul went down, fell 
on him, and embracing him said, “Do not 
trouble yourselves, for his life is in him.”t 
Now when he had come up, had broken 
bread and eaten, and talked a long while, 


20:4 Paul never took missionary journeys alone, but always a team accompanied him and together they 


faised up local leaders. 
20:5 Us: See note at 16:10. 
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aaa SLED 
even till daybreak, he departed. And they 
brought the young man in alive, and they 
were not a little comforted. 





æ Paul’s Farewell Address 7. 


Then we went ahead to the ship and 
sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul 
on board; for so he had given orders, in- 
tending himself to go on foot. }4And when 
he met us at Assos, we took him on board 
and came to Mitylene. '!°We sailed from 
there, and the next day came opposite 
Chios. The following day we arrived at 
Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. The next 
day we came to Miletus. ‘*For Paul had de- 
cided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would 
not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible,-on 
the Day of Pentecost.t® 

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 
called for the elders of the church.t And 
when they had come to him, he said to 
them: “You Know, from the first day that I 
came to Asia, in what manner I always 
lived among you, serving the Lord with 
all humility, with, many tears. and trials 
which happened to me by the plotting of 
the Jews;t Xhow I kept back nothing that 


20:8 aNU-Text and M-Text read we. 





20:7-12 The first day of the week was Sunday, the Lord's Day of Resurrection, the Church's customary 
day to celebrate the Eucharist. Worship on the Sabbath ceased with the passing of the old covenant. To 
eak bread means to celebrate the eucharistic Liturgy. While teaching and preaching are vital, the 
Weekly Eucharist is always the culmination of the Lord’s Day assembly. 
Note the unified order of liturgical worship here. After gathering on the Lord's Day, the first part of 
€ Liturgy focuses on the proclamation of the word, with Paul giving his lengthy sermon (v. 7). The 
*€cond part of the Liturgy consists of breaking the bread, or Holy Communion (v. 11), followed by the 
agape feast, or community meal and fellowship. This pattern of liturgical worship continues in the 


Church to this day. 


0:9 St. John Chrysostom upholds Eutychus as an example for young believers. While some young peo- 
Ple stay up into the night for the purposes of entertainment, drunkenness, or immorality, this young 


man tried to remain awake in order to hear Paul preach the gospel, 


20:10 See 4Kg 4:34. 


ee 


20:16 That Paul desired to be with the other apostles in Jerusalem for Pentecost shows that a liturgical 
endar based on sacred days was already being kept in the early Church. In that tradition, the Ortho- 
-0x Church to this day keeps a calendar of special feasts, fasts, and celebrations (see 18:21 and note). 


‘17-38 From this meeting, we learn: (1) the Church in Ephesus is living and growing; (2) it has. 


and 


“Teady developed a permanent pattern of sacramental leadership in the elders (lit. “presbyters"; v. 17) 
the overseers (lit. “bishops,” v. 28); and (3) the threat of false teachers and heresies arising both 


within and without the Church is already present (vv. 29, 30). | 
í te Paul reminds his hearers of the tears and trials he faced in Ephesus in order to strengthen them 


9:32; 2Co 1:8), | 





= —a=— (x 


at is to come, Paul's persecutions in Ephesus (Asia Minor) were among the worst he faced 





016-18 This passage is read on the Feast of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. 
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was helpful, but proclalnredal it 10 you, atid 
taught you publicly and from house to 
house, 2!testifying to Jews, and also to 
Greeks, repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And see, 
now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, 
not Knowing the things that will happen to 
me there, except that the Holy Spirit testi- 


fies in every city, saying that chains and | ; 
they accompanied him to the ship. 


tribulations await me. 24But none of these 
things move me; nor do I count my life dear 
to myself, so that I may finish my race with 
joy, and the ministry which I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of 
the grace of God. 

25“And indeed, now I know that you all, 
among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, will see my face no more: 
26Therefore I testify to you this day that | 
am innocent of the blood of all men.* “For 
I have not shunned to declare to you the 
whole counsel of God. **Therefore take | 
heed to yourselves and to all the flock. 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood.* 
23For I know this, that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock.t %°Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking per- 
verse things,.to.draw away.the. disciples 
after themselves. 3!Therefore watch, and 


tears. 

32“So now, brethren, 1 commend you to 
God and to the word of His grace, which is 
able to build you up and give you an inher- 
itance among all those who are sanctified. 
33] have coveted no one’s silver or gold or 
apparel.t 24Yes,4 you yourselves know that 
these hands have provided for my necessi- 
ties, and for those who were with me. “I 


have shown you in every way, by laboring | 


like this, that you must support the weak. 





| And remarabee the wards of the ota 
Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to 


rn 


give than to receive. 

36And when he had said these things, he 
knelt down and prayed with them. all. 
37Then they all wept freely, and fell on 
Paul's neck and kissed him, *sorrowing 
most of all for the words which he spoke, 
that they would see his face no more. And 


«n Palestine and Jerusalem: Don’t Go m- 
J Now it came to pass, that when we 
: had departed, from them and set 
sail, running a straight course we came to 
Cos, the following day to Rhodes, and from 
there to Patara. 2And finding a ship sailing 
over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set 
sail. 23When we had-sighted Cyprus, we 


| passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and 


| landed at Tvre: for there the ship was to un- 


load her cargo.4And_finding disciples, we 


stayed there.seven days. They told. Paul 
through the Spirit not to-go up.to Jerusa- 


lem. 





sWhen:-we had come to the end of 
those days, we departed..and went on our 
way; and they all accompanied. us, with 
wives and children, till we were out of the 
city. And we knelt down on the shore and 
prayed. [When we_had-taken our leave of 
one another, we boarded the ship, and they 


! | returned home. 
remember that for three years I did not | 
cease to warn everyone night and day with. 


7And when we had finished our voyage 
from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted 
the brethren, and stayed with them one 
day. 8§On the next day we who were Paul’s 
companions? departed and came to 
Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip 
the evangelist, who was one of the’ seven, 





20:24 "NU-Text reads But I do not count my life 
of any value or dear to myself. 20:28 #M-Text ` 
reads of the Lord and God. 20:348NU-Text and 
M-Text omit Yes. 21:4¢NU-Text reads the dis- 
ciples. 21:8®2NU-Text omits who were Paul's 


companions. 





20:26 Innocent of the blood does not mean that Paul has no responsibility to others. Rather, it means 
he has fulfilled his responsibility with regard to preaching the gospel, and their rejection of Jesus Christ 
is their own. (See 18:6 and note; see also note for v. 28 below.) | 

20:28 Blood in biblical language signifies life. Christ shed His own blood’ on the Cross to redeem His 


people and establish His Church. 


20:29-32 Because trials come from both outside (v, 29) and inside (v. 30) the Church, the only protec- 
tion is with God Himself (v. 32). It is in God and not in man that the Church is sustained and thrives. 
20:33-35 While St. Paul teaches the clergy should be supported materially by the faithful (1Co'9:1-23), 
he has not required this for himself from the communities he established. This allowed Paul to preach 
all the more freely and took away any opportunity for others to question his motives (compare with 
Neh 5: fe 13:10-13). The quotation from Christ Me vel not recorded in the four Sopes Ges 

Jn 21:25 ear 
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iour virgin daughters who prophesied.t 
And as We stayed many days, a certain 
prophet named Agabus came down from 
judea.t |'When he had come to us, he took 
paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, 
and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit; ‘So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man 
who owns this belt, and deliver him into the 
hands of the Gentiles.’ ” 

2Now when we heard these things, both 
we and those from that place pleaded with 
him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul 


answered, “What do you mean by weeping 





f 
| 
| 
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and breaking my heart? For I am ready not 
only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusa- 
lem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 


So when he would not be persuaded, we | 


ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be 
done.” 
And after those days we packed and 


went up to:Jerusalem. !SAlso some of the 
| disciples from Caesarea went with us and 
| brought with them a certain Mnason of 


Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we 
were to lodge. 


w In Jerusalem 7 
UAnd when we had come to Jerusalem, 


the brethren received us. gladly.t 18On the 


following day Paul went in with us to James, 
and all the elders were present. '?When he 
had greeted them, he told in detail those 
things which God had done among the 
Gentiles through his ministry. And when 


_ they heard it, they glorified the Lord. And 
| they said to him, “You see, brother, how 


Many myriads of Jews there are who have 
believed, and they are all zealous for the 
law; but they have been informed about 
YOu that you teach all the Jews who are 


Mong the Gentiles to forsake Moses, say- 


41:8 We: See note at 16:10. This Philip the evangelist is one of the seven deacons whose selection was 

- ‘Sorded in 6:5, not the apostle of the twelve. 
Ng Prophecy is the gift of the Holy Spirit to speak the will of God authoritatively. This gift is given to 
'men and women (see 1Co 11:4, 5), and many holy women were prophets, including Miriam 

15:20, 21), Deborah ( Jdg 4:4), Huldah (4Kg 22:14), Isaiah's wife (Is 8:3), the Virgin Mary (Lk 1:46-55), 


(Ey 
‘nd Anna (Lk 2:36-38). 
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nd stayed with him.t "Now this man had 


ACTS 21:29 
ing that they ought not to circumcise their 
children nor to walk according to the cus- 
toms. 22What then? The assembly must cer- 
tainly meet, for they willè hear that you have 
come. ¢’? Therefore do what we tell you: We 
have four men who have taken a vow. 24Take 
them and be purified with them, and pay 
their expenses so that they may shave their 
heads, and that all may know that those 
things of which they were informed con- 
cerning you are nothing, but that you your- 
self also walk orderly and keep the law. 
25But concerning the Gentiles who believe, 
we have written and decided that they 
Should observe no such thing, except@ that 
they should keep themselves from things of- 


| fered to idols, from blood, from things stran- 


gled, and from sexual immorality.”t 


“=. Temple Riot, Paul Arrested 7- 


“6Then Paul took the men, and the next 
day, having been purified with them, en- 
tered the temple to announce the expira- 
tion of the days of purification, at which 
time an offering should be made for each 
one of them. 

24l Now when the seven days were almost 
ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in 
the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and 
laid hands on him, 28crying out, “Men of 
Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all 
men everywhere against the people, the 
law, and this place; and furthermore he 
also brought Greeks into the temple and 
has defiled this holy place.”t 29(For they had 
previously? seen Trophimus. the Ephesian 
with him in the city, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple.) 


21:22 "=NU-Text reads What then is to be done? 
They will certainly. 21:25°®NU-Text omits that 
they should observe no such thing, except. 
21:29°M-Text omits previously. 





L 


1:10, 11 This same Agabus is mentioned in. 11:28. Here he prophesies in the style of the OT prophets, 
‘ng an ordinary object to illustrate his message (see Is 20:2; Jer 13:1). | 


No see 15:1-29 and notes. 
: deat 


17-25 Paul meets with James, the bishop of Jerusalem, who reports that many Jews have set them- 

». © against Paul. While neither Jews nor Gentiles find salvation through the Law, James encourages 

“UI to demonstrate his compliance with the Law in order to gain the trust of the Jewish Christians in 
m. 


by 8 For a Gentile to enter prohibited precincts of the temple area was a serious offense punishable 
h. - | 


ACTS 21:30 1508 


And all the city was disturbed; and the 
people ran together, seized Paul, and 
dragged him out of the temple; and imme- 
diately the doors were shut. 3.Now as they | 
were seeking to kill him, news came to the 
commander of the garrison that all Jerusa- 
lem was in an uproar.t 32He immediately 
took soldiers and centurions, and ran down 
to them. And when they saw the com- 
mander and the soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. Then the commander came 
near and took him, and commanded him to 
be bound with two chains: and he asked 
who he was and what he had done. #4And 
some among the multitude cried one thing 
and some another. 

So when he could not ascertain the truth 
because of the tumult, he commanded him 
to be taken into the barracks. *5When he 
reached the stairs, he had to be carried by | 
the soldiers because of the violence of the | are you persecuting Me?’ 8So I answered, 
mob. “6For the multitude of the people fol- | ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He'said to me, ‘I 
lowed after, crying out, “Away with himt | am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are perse- 
| 
| 
| 











Hebrew language, they kept all the more 
Silent. 

Then he said: 3“I am indeed a Jew, born in 
Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city 
at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to 
the strictness of our fathers’ law, and was 
zealous toward God as you all are today. 4 
persecuted this Way to the death, binding 
and delivering into prisons both men and 
women, °as also the high priest bears me 
witness, and all the council of the elders, 
from whom I also received letters to the 
_ brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in 
chains even those who were there to Jeru- 
salem to be punished. | 

6“Now it happened, as I journeyed and 
| came near Damascus at about noon, sud- 
denly a great light from heaven shone 
around me. ‘And I fell to the ground and 
neard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why 





“Then as Paul was about to be led into cuting? | 
the barracks, he said to the commander. “And those who were with me indeed 
“May I speak to you?” ee saw the light and were afraid, but they did 
He replied, “Can you speak Greek? *8A re noi hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. 
you not the Egyptian who some time ago \0So I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the 
stirred up a rebellion and led the four thou- Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into 
sand assassins out into the wilderness?”t Damascus, and there you will be told all 
“But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus, | things which are appointed for you to do.’ 
in Cilicia. a citizen of no mean city; and I llAnd Since | could not see for the glory of 
implore you, permit me to speak to the peo- that light, being led by the hand of those 
ple.” | l < —-— | who were with me, I came into Damascus. 
“So when he had given him permission, | 12“Then a certain Ananias, a devout man 
Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with according to the law, having a good testi- 
his hand to the people. And when there was mony with all the Jews who dwelt there. 
a great silence, he spoke to them in the | iscame to me; and he stood and said to me, 
Hebrew language, saying, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight, And at 
that same hour I looked up at him. Then 


æ. Paul’s Defense at the Temple «=> l 
he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen 


2 2 “Brethren and fathers; hear my de- 
fense before you now.”t 2And when 
they heard that he spoke to them in the 








22:9 4NU-Text omits and were afraid. 





21:31 Since Jerusalem is under Roman occupation, disturbances like this were held in check here by the 
Roman commander. 

21:36 Away with him was the same cry shouted against Jesus at His trial (Jn 19:15). ) 

21:38 The Egyptian, according to Josephus the historian, claimed to be a prophet and led a group of 
30,000 to the Mount of Olives, telling them the walls of the city would fall at his word. Felix, the Ro- 
man governor, attacked the rebels and killed thousands of them, but this false prophet and some of his 
followers fled into the wilderness, | 

22:1 Brethren and fathers is a respectful form of address (7:2), showing that Paul treats even his ene- 
mies with courtesy, ; | | 6 
22:3-21 Again, Paul begins at a point with which his listeners would be familiar, first identifying with 
his hearers before trying to bring them to a new understanding (see note at 14:15-17). Paul is careful to 
mention his relationship with important Jews (Gamaliel, v. 3; Ananias, v. 12) both to calm and to iden- © 
tify with this crowd at the temple. gA 
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you that you should know His will, and see 
he Just One, and hear the voice of His 
mouth. For you will be His witness to all 
men of what you have seen. and heard, 
And now why are you waiting? Arise and 


pe baptized, and wash away your sins, call- | 


ing on the name of the Lord.’t 
“Now it happened, when I returned to 
Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, 
that I was in a trancet !8and saw Him say- 
- jing to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jeru- 
salem quickly, for they will not receive your 
testimony concerning Me.’ !9So I said, 
‘Lord, they Know that in every synagogue I 
imprisoned and beat those who believe on 


You. ??And when the blood of Your martyr | 


Stephen was shed, I also was standing by 
consenting to his death,* and guarding the 
clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
Then He said to me, “Depart: for Twill 
send you far from here to the Gentiles,’ ”t 


~ An Appeal to Roman Citizenship -7> 
“And they listened to him until this word, 
| and then they raised their voices‘and said, 
` “Away with such a fellow from the earth; for 
he is not fit to live!” 22Then, as they cried out 
| and tore off their clothes and threw dust 
into the air, 24the commander ordéred him to 
| be brought into the barracks, and said that 
he should be examined under scourging, so 
that he might know why they shouted so 
against him.t 25And as they bound him with 
thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood 
by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 
who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” 


| Notes at 8:36-39; 10:48). 


DED 





2 


have lived in all good conscience before 


_ ACTS 23:3 


“6When the centurion heard that, he went 
and told the commander, saying, “Take care 
what you do, for this man is a Roman.” 

“’Then the commander came and said to 
him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” 

He said, “Yes.” 

The commander answered, “With a 
large sum I obtained this citizenship.” 

And Paul said, “But I was borna citizen.” 

“Then immediately those who were 
about to examine him withdrew from him: 





| and the commander was also afraid after 


he found out that he was a Roman, and be- 


| cause’ he had bound him. 


æ- Before the Sanhedrin -~- 


The next day, because he wanted to 
know for certain why he was accused by 
the Jews, he released him from his bonds; 
and commanded the chief priests and all 
their council to appear, and brought Paul 
down and set him before them.t 


» Then Paul, looking earnestly at the 
council, said; “Men and brethren, I 


God until this- day.”t 2And the high priest 
Ananias commanded those who stood by 
him to strike him on the mouth:t 2Then 
Paul said to-him, “God will strike you, you 
whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me 
according to the law, and do you com- 
mand me ‘to be struck contrary to the 


aweta 


22:20 *NU-Text omits to his death. 


| 22:16 In apostolic understanding, being baptized is directly equated with the cleansing of sins (see 


22:17 Trance means a religious ecstasy or a direct vision of God's divine energy. — | 





SS _ 





22:21, 22 in spite of Paul’s attempts to moderate the wrath of these Jews, the mere mention of Gen- 


= sets them off against him, demanding his death. 
2:24-29 Scourging was a form of punishment in which prisoners were bound in a stooping position 
With their pants tied behind their backs, and whipped with leather lashes that had bits of bone or 


| Metal in them. This punishment could be inflicted on non-citizens either to extract a confession or as a 


Penalty for a crime. For Roman citizens, it could only be used if the person had been found guilty of a 
trime, l : | 


| 2:30 God often works Prouah secular leaders (see 23:23). Here, the civil authority wants to interro- 


Jate Paul more thoroughly, which allows Paul all the more opportunity to proclaim faith in the Resur- 
lection, ata | 


23:1 This council is the Jewish Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish governing body. f 
“2 Anani i iest during AD 47-59. He was a hard and violent man who was later assassi- 
“ed by MEANE KIPA the ‘tar of the Jewish war against the Romans (ap 70). Paul has thus far. 
is nothing offensive to the Jews, and St. John Chrysostom calls the order to strike Paul shameless 
phen eg | h isy: violati g the Law while posing as one who 
2-5 Paul accuses Ananias of the ultimate hypocrisy: violating tne | a NS ai 
ey 36s according to the Law. Paul nevertheless shows great respect tot the holy ates of the se priest 


N though the officeholder himself was contemptible; ” 








4And those who stood by said 
revile God’s high priest?” 

Then Paul said, “I did not know, brethren, 
that he was the high priest; for it is written, 
‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your 
people.’ ”® 





, “Do you 


‘But when Paul perceived that one part | 


were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, 
I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; con- 
cerning the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am being judged!”t 

7And when he had said this, a dissension 
arose between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 
‘For Sadducees say that there is no resur- 


rection—and no angel or spirit; but the | 


Pharisees confess both.t 9Then there arose 
a loud outcry. And the scribes of the 
Pharisees’ party arose and protested, say- 
ing, “We find no evil in this man; Dut ifa 
Spirit or an angel has spoken to ñim, let us 
not fight against God.” 

lONow when there arose a great dissen- 
sion, the commander, fearing: lest Paul 


might be pulled to pieces by them, com- | 


manded the soldiers to go down and take 
him by force from among them, and bring 
him into the barracks. 

l1But the following night: the Lord stood 
by him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for 
as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so 
you must also bear witness at Rome.”t 


=. The Murder Plot Against Paul .=> 
'2And when it was day, some of the Jews 
banded together and bound themselves 
under an oath, saying that they would nei- 
ther eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 
!3Now there were more than forty who had 


formed this conspiracy. '4They came to the | 


chief priests and elders, and said, “We have 
bound ourselves under a great oath that we 
will eat nothing until we have killed Paul. 
'SNow you, therefore, together with the 





ACTS 23:4 | 1510 


23:6 Knowing that his interrogators will not hear him impartially, Paul intentionally divides the council 


council, suggest to the commander that he 
be brought down to you tomorrow,’ as 
though you were going to make further in- 
quiries concerning him; but we are ready to 
kill him before he comes near.” 

l6S0 when Paul’s sister’s son heard of 
their ambush, he went and entered the 
barracks and told Paul. !’Then Paul called 
one of the centurions to him and said, 
“Take this young man to the commander, 
for he has something to tell him.” !8So he 
took him and brought him to the com- 
mander and said, “Paul the prisoner called 
me to him and asked me to bring this 
young man to you. He has something to 
say to you.” 

\9Then the commander took him by the 
hand, went aside, and asked privately, 
“What is it that you have to tell me?” 

20And he said, “The Jews have agreed to 
ask that you bring Paul down to the council 
tomorrow, as though they were going to in- 
quire more fully about him. 2!But do not 


| yield to them, for more than forty of them 


lie in wait for him, men who have bound 
themselves by an oath that they will neither 
eat nor drink till they have killed him; and 
now they are ready, waiting for the promise 
from you.” 

4280 the commander let the young man 


depart, and commanded him, “Tell no one 


that you have revealed these things to me.” 


-™. Paul Imprisoned in Caesarea -=> 


43And he called for two centurions, say- 
ing, “Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy 
horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to go 
to Caesarea at the third hour of the night: 
and provide mounts to set Paul on, and 
bring him safely to Felix the governor.”t 
“°He wrote a letter in the following manner: 





23:5 "Exodus 22:28 23:9°8NU-Text omits last 
clause and reads what if a spirit or an angel 
has spoken to him? 23:15 4NU-Text omits to- 
morrow. 


against itself by bringing up the heart of the Christian faith: the resurrection of the dead. 

23:8 The Pharisees confess both: Why is the word both used when three things are mentioned? 
According to St. John Chrysostom, angel and spirit refer to one entity or concept. Thus both refers to 
belief in the resurrection and belief in a realm of angels or spirits. 

23:11 Paul receives comfort from the Lord in the face of the impending plot on his life (vv. 12-16), and 
a prophecy of both his preaching and his subsequent death at Rome. For the word witness can also 


refer to martyrdom. 


23:23 God often works through secular leaders (see also 22:30). Here the commander (v. 19) protects 
Paul from assassination, which allows God's plan to unfold for Paul to preach in Rome (v. 11). The third 


hour of the night is 9:00 p.m. 


23:24 Felix was the Roman governor from ao 52-59, 





———— 


udius Lysias, 





on 
To the most excellent governor Felix: 
Greetings. 


“This man was seized by the Jews and 
was about to be killed by them. Coming 
= with the troops I rescued him, having 
|! Jearned. that he was a Roman. And 
when I wanted to know the reason they 
accused him, I brought him before their 
| council. 291 found out that he was ac- 
cused concerning questions of their law, 
put had nothing charged against him de- 
serving of death or chains. 2°And when it 
was told me that the Jews lay in wait for 
the man,*I sent him immediately to you, 
and also commanded his accusers to 
state before you the charges against 
him. 


Farewell. 


‘Then the soldiers, as they were com- 


manded, took. Paul and brought him. by 
night to Antipatris.t 32The next day they left | 
the horsemen to go on with him, and re- 


ae = 33 oy 
turned to the barracks. **When.they came | twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem to 


| worship.t '2And they neither found me in 


the governor, they also presented Paul to 
im. And when the governor had read it, 
he asked what province he was from. And 


When he understood that he was from 
Cilicia, 35he said, “I will hear you when | 


Your accusers also have come.” And he 
commanded him to be kept in Herod’s 
Praetorium.t 


=, The Trial Before Felix 47 
24 Now after five days Ananias the 
high priest came down with the el- 
ders and a certain orator named Tertullus. 
ese gave evidence to the governor 
against Pay] t 





ACTS 24:14 


“And when he was called upon, Tertullus 


began his accusation, saying: “Seeing that 
through you we enjoy great peace, and 
prosperity is being brought to this nation 
by your foresight, we accept it always and 
in all places, most noble Felix, with all 
thankfulness. *Nevertheless, not to be te- 
dious to you any further, I beg you to hear, 
by your courtesy, a few words from us. 5For 
we have found this man a plague, a creator 
of dissension among all the Jews through- 
out the world, and a ringleader of the sect 
of the Nazarenes.t ®He even tried to pro- 
fane the temple, and we seized him, and 
wanted to judge him according to our law. 
‘But the commander Lysias came by and 
with great violence took him out of our 
hands, 8commanding his accusers to come 
to you. By examining him yourself you may 


| ascertain all these things of which we ac- 


cuse him.” %And the Jews also assented,? 
maintaining that these things were so. 


æ Paul’s Defense = 
Then Paul, after the governor had nod- 


| ded to him to speak, answered: “Inasmuch 


as I know that you have been for many 
years a judge of this nation, I do the more 
cheerfully answer for myself, '!because 
you may ascertain that it is no more than 


the temple disputing with anyone nor in- 


| citing the crowd, either in the synagogues 


or in the city. Nor can they prove the 
things of which they now accuse me. But 
this I confess to you, that according to the 
Way which they call a sect, so I worship 
the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the Law and in the 


23:30 ®NU-Text reads there would be a plot 
against the man, 24:6°NU-Text ends the sen- 
tence here and omits the rest of verse 6, all of 
verse 7, and the first clause of verse 8. 

24:9 aNU-Text and M-Text read joined the at- 
tack. 


23:34 Antipatris was a town halfway between Jerusalem and Caesarea which had a military outpost. 


| 
| 
to Caesarea and had delivered the letter to 


| lat 


léstruction, 


'35 Herod's Praetorium was a palace and fortress built decades earlier by Herod the Great. It was 
& taken over by the Roman governors as their official residence. | | 
‘1 The presence of the high priest indicates the vigor with which the Jewish leaders sought Paul's 


; oe Since Paul has broken no Roman law, Tertullus the prosecutor tries to present Paul as a social agi- 
si Who could stir up trouble at any time. Roman authorities were very particular about keeping 


4. and order, 


People 


and start a riot. 





Oooo 


‘11 Twelve days: Part of Paul's defense is that he had not been in Jerusalem long enough to gather 


re 


ACTS 24:15 [512 





Prophets.t '5] have hope in God, which | ceeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to do the 
they themselves also accept, that there will | Jews a favor, left Paul bound. 
be a resurrection of the dead,@ both of the , | 
just and the unjust. !8This being so, I my- œ~ The Trial Before Festus >. 
self always strive to have a conscience ) Now when Festus had come to the 
without offense toward God and men. province, after three days he went 
“Now after many years I came to bring | UP from Caesarea to Jerusalem. ?Then the 
alms and offerings to my nation,t '8in the | Pigh priest? and the chief men of the Jews 
midst of which some Jews from Asia found | informed him against Paul; and they peti- 
me purified in the temple, neither with a | "oned him, “asking a favor against him, 
mob nor with tumult: "They ought to have | that he would summon him to Jerusalem— 
been here before you to object if they had | While they lay in ambush along the road 
anything against me. Or else let those who | t0 kill him.t “But Festus answered. that 
are here themselves say if they found any | Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that 
wrongdoing? inme while I stood before the | Pe himself was going there. shortly. 
council, *!unless it is for this one statement | ™“ Therefore,” he said, “let those who have 
which I cried out, standing among them, | 2Uthority among you go down with me and 
‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead I | 2¢cuse this:man, to see if there is any fault 


am being judged-by you this day,’ ” in.him.” sie a 
nE | _ "And when he had remained among 
œ The Decision = | them more than ten days, he went down to 


2But when Felix heard these things, hav- | Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the 
ing more accurate knowledge of the Way, | judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be 
he adjourned the proceedings and said, | brought. When he had come, the Jews who 
“When Lysias the commander comes down, | had come down from Jerusalem stood 
I will make a decision on your case” %So | about and laid many serious complaints 
he commanded the centurion to keep Paul | against Paul, which they could not prove.t 
and to let him have liberty, and told him net | “while he answered for himself, “Neither 
to forbid any of his friends to provide for or | against the law of the Jews: nor against the 
visit him. temple, nor against Caesar have I offended 

“And after some days, when Felix.came | in anything at all.” 
with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, |  °But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a 
he sent for Paul and heard him, concern- | favor, answered ‘Paul and said, “Are you 
ing the faith in Christ. 25Now as he rea- | Willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be 
soned about righteousness, self-control, | judged’ before me concerning these 
and the judgment to come, Felix was | things?” | | 
afraid and answered, “Go away for now; tSo Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judg- 
when I have a conyenient time I will call | ment seat, where I ought to be judged. To 
for you.”? 24Meanwhile he also hoped that | the Jews I have done no wrong, as you very 
money would be given him by Paul; that | well know. !!For if I am an offender, or have 
heimight release‘him,* Therefore he sent || me ee ne ee 
for him more often and conversed with | 
him. : 
“But after two years Porcius Festus suc- 


24:15 "NU-Text omits of the dead? 24:20 NU- 
Text and M-Text read say what wrongdoing they 
found. 24:26®NU-Text omits that he might re- 
lease him. 25:2 NU-Text reads chief priests. 








24:14 Paul again affirms the unity between Christianity (the Way) and God's promises in the OT (see 
8:35; 13:17-41). 

24:17 This is the only time Paul reveals that bringing alms was the main reason he came to Jerusalem, 
showing that charity is to be performed without drawing attention to oneself (Mt 6:1-4; see also 

Rom 15:25-28; 1Co 16;1-4; Gal 2:10), | | | | 

24:25 Reasoned: See note at 17:2, 3. Felix was afraid: According to the historian Josephus, Felix had an 
adulterous marriage and was prone to accepting bribes (v. 26), and thus he responds negatively to 
Paul’s teachings about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come. Paul does not back off 
from proclaiming the truth, even though it means remaining in prison, BS 
25:3, 4 Though Paul has now been in prison for two years (24:27), his Jewish opponents are still deter- 
mined to kill him. Festus denies their request for a trial in Jerusalem, not so much to protect Paul.as to 
underscore his own authority by having the trial at, his headquarters in Caesarea. WA 

25:7 Compare Mk 14:56, 59. 











| i I513 ACTS 26:5 
committed anything deserving of death, I 
ọ not object to dying; but if there is noth- 
ing in these things of which these men ac- 
cuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I | 
appeal to Caesar. t 

2Then Festus, when he had conferred 
with the council, answered, “You have ap- | 
pealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!” 


m Festus’s Plan 7. 


i3And after some days King Agrippa and 
Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.t 
When they had been there many days, 
Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, say- 
ing: “There is a certain man left a prisoner 
by Felix, about whom the chief priests 
and the elders of the Jews informed me, 
when I was in Jerusalem, asking for a judg- 








2350 the next day, when Agrippa and 
Bernice had come with great pomp, and 
had entered the auditorium with the com- 
manders and the prominent men of the city, 
at Festus’ command Paul. was brought in.t 
24And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all 
the men who are here present with us, you 
see this man about whom the whole assem- 
bly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jeru- 
salem and here, crying out that he was not 
fit to live any longer. 2>But when I found 
that he had committed nothing deserving 
of death, and that he himself had appealed 
to Augustus, I decided to send him. 2°] have 
nothing certain to write to my lord con- 
cerning him. Therefore I have brought him 
out before you, and especially before you, 
nent against him. To them I answered, it | Ring-AgzIbDA So hal after he SORME O 
is not the custom of the Romans to deliver | |. +. 27For it seems to me unreasonable to 
any man to destruction before the accused | cend a prisoner and not to specify «the 
meets the accusers face to face, and has op- charges against him.” pe aes 
portunity to answer for himself concerning | we 

the charge against him.’ Therefore when 
they had come together, without any delay, 
the next day I sat on the judgment- seat and 
commanded the man to be. brought in: 
When the accusers stood up, they brought 
no accusation against him of such things as 
| supposed,t but had some questions 
against him about their own religion and 
about a certain Jesus, who had died, whom 
Paul affirmed to be alive. 29And because I 
Was uncertain of such questions, I asked 
whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem 
and there be judged concerning these mat- 
ers, “1But when Paul appealed to be re- | which was spent from the beginning 
erved for the decision of Augustus, | com- | among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the 
manded him to be kept till I could send him | Jews know, ‘They knew me from the first, if 
0 Caesar,” they were willing to testify, that according 
to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a 





= Paul’s Defense 7> re 

9) Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are 
permitted to speak for yourself.” _ 

So. Paul stretched out his hand and an- 

| swered for himself: 2“I think myself happy, 
King Agrippa, because today I shall answer 
for myself before you concerning all the 
things of which I am accused by the Jews, 
’especially because you are expert in all 
customs and questions which have to do 
with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear 
me patiently. } 
“My manner of life from my youth, 


“Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also 
Would like to hear the man myself.” | 
Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear | 25:16 NU-Text omits to destruction, although it 
him,” is implied. re 





25:14 Perceiving that Festus might yield to the Jewish authorities, Paul appeals to Ceasar. It was the 
'ght of Roman citizens to be tried before the imperial tribunal in Rome. This course of events allows 
the Lord's prophecy that Paul would preach in Rome to be fulfilled (23:11). | 
513 King Agrippa is Herod Agrippa ll, ruler of Galilee. He is the son of Herod Agrippa | (12:1-23), 
Who beheaded James and imprisoned Peter, and a grandson of Herod the Great (Mt 2:1), who slaugh- 
‘ed the infants in Bethlehem. Bernice is Agrippa’s sister. | 
-, 18 As | supposed: Because of the turmoil and the pressure being placed on him by the whole Jewish 
“ncil, Festus assumed that Paul must have committed some staggering crimes. 
A Again, the course of events allows for a large group of influential people to be exposed to the 
See Message (see 26:2ff). | | . 
i 6, 27 Paul's trial here is strikingly unusual in that there are no actual charges against him, yet there 
thar ady an appeal. As Festus would look incompetent sending a man to Caesar on appeal without any 
ges, this hearing has to be held in order to come up with a legal accusation (compare Jn 18:29-35), 


i 
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Pharisee. "And now I stand and am judged 
for the hope of the promise made by God to 
our fathers. “To this promise our twelve 
tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, 
hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King 
Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews. ®Why 
should it be thought incredible by you that 
God raises the dead? 

“Indeed, I myself thought I must do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth. !°This I also did in Jerusalem, 
and many of the saints I shut up in prison, 
having received authority from the chief 
priests; and when they were put to death, I 





a Dlt 





clared first to those in Damascus and in Je- 
rusalem, and throughout all the region of 
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do works 
befitting repentance. 2'For these reasons 
the Jews seized me in the temple and tried 
to kill me. 22Therefore, having obtained 
help from God, to this day I stand, witness- 


ing both to small and great, saying no other 
things than those which the prophets and 


cast my vote against them.t |!And I pun- 


ished them often in every Synagogue and 
compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly enraged against them, I perse- 
cuted them even to foreign cities. 

L2“While thus occupied, as | journeyed to 
Damascus with authority and commission 
from the chief priests, at midday, O king, 
along the road I sawa light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, shining around me 
and those who journeyed with me. “And 
when we all had fallen to the ground, ! 
heard a voice speaking to me and saying 
in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you 
to kick against the goads.’ !°So I said, 
‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am 


Jesus, whom you are persecuting. !®But | 


rise and stand on your feet; for I have ap- 


you a minister and a witness both of the 
things which you have seen and of the 
things which I will yet reveal to you. "I 
will deliver you from the Jewish people, as 
well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now 
send you, !*to open their eyes, in order to 
turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an in- 
heritance among those who are sanctified 
by faith in Me.’ 

“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not dis- 
obedient to the heavenly vision, 2°but de- 





f 


EEE ee 


Moses said would come— 2*that the Christ 
would suffer, that He would be the first to 
rise from the dead, and would proclaim 
light to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles.” 


«m The Tribunal’s Reaction -=> 

24Now as he thus. made his defense, 
Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are 
beside yourself! Much learning is driving 
you mad!” 

25But he said, “I am not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak the words of truth and 
reason.* 2°For the king, before whom I also 
speak freely, knows these things; for I am 
convinced that none of these things es- 
capes his attention, since this thing was not 
done in a corner.t King Agrippa, do you 
believe the prophets? I know that you do 
believe.”t 

28Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost 
persuade me to become a Christian.” 

29And Paul said, “I would to God that not 


ie only you, but also all who hear me today, 
peared to you for this purpose, to make | 


might become both almost and altogether 
such as I am, except for these chains.” 
30When he had said these things, the king 
stood up, as well as the governor and 
Bernice and those who sat with them; °!and 
when they had gone aside, they talked 


-among themselves, saying, “This man 1s 


doing nothing deserving of death or 
chains.” 

32Then Agrippa Said to Festus, “This man 
might have been set free if he had not ap- 
pealed to Caesar.”t 





26:17 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit now. 








26:10-18 This is the third account in Acts of Paul's conversion (see 9:1-8; 22:1-21 and notes). 
26:25 The Greek word for reason (sophrosune) would be better translated “good judgment.” 

26:26 This thing was not done in a corner: A proverb meaning something was done publicly and was 
widely known, here a reference to the Resurrection of Christ (v. 23). 

26:27 Agrippa was of Jewish blood and familiar with the OT (v. 3). If he believed in the OT writings, he 
would have to take Paul's proclamation seriously. 

26:32 Though not legally necessary at this point, Paul's appeal serves the advancement of the gospel in 
two ways: (1) it protects him from his enemies, and thus a teacher of the gospel is kept alive; and (2) it 
allows the gospel to be preached in Rome (23:11). 


ll | 











———— 


m. The Voyage to Rome Begins ea 
And when it was decided that we 
should sail to Italy, they delivered 

paul and some other prisoners to one 
named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan 
Regiment. 2So, entering a ship of Adra- 

ium, we put to sea, meaning to sail 
along the coasts of Asia. Aristarchus, a 
yfacedonian of Thessalonica, was with us. 
yand the next day we landed at Sidon. And 
julius treated Paul kindly and gave him lib- 
erty to go to his friends and receive care.t 
‘When we had put to sea from there, we 
sailed under the shelter of Cyprus, because 
the winds were contrary. >And when we 
had sailed over the sea which is off Cilicia 
and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of 
lycia. “There the centurion found an 
Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, and he 
putus on board. 

TWhen we had sailed slowly many days, 





and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, the | 


wind not permitting us to proceed, we 
sailed under the sheiter of Crete off Sal- 


toa place called Fair Havens, near the city 
of Lasea. 
Now when much time had been spent, 


and sailing was now dangerous because 


the Fast was already over, Paul advised 
them,t “saying, “Men, I perceive that this 
voyage will end with disaster and much 


loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also | 


our lives.”t Nevertheless the centurion 
was more persuaded by the helmsman and 
the owner of the ship than by the things 


spoken by Paul. !12And because the harbor | 


was not suitable to winter in, the majority 
advised to set sail from there also, if by any 


means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor | 


of Crete opening toward the southwest and 
lorthwest, and winter there. 


27:2 We: See note at 16:10. 
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NS LE 
n Storm and Shipwreck 7- 
13When the south wind blew softly, sup- 


posing that they had obtained their desire, 
‘putting out to sea, they sailed close by 


Crete. 4But not long after, a tempestuous 
head wind arose, called Euroclydon.* !°So 
when the ship was caught, and could not 
head into the wind, we let her drive. And 
running under the shelter of an island 
called Clauda,4 we secured the skiff with 
difficulty.t '7When they had taken it on 
board, they used cables to undergird the 
ship; and fearing lest they should run 
aground on the Syrtis? Sands, they struck 
sail and so were driven.t !8And because we 
were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next 
day they lightened the ship.t !9On the third 
day we threw the ship’s tackle overboard 
with our own hands. 2°Now when neither 
sun nor stars appeared for many days, and 
no small tempest beat on us, all hope that 
we would be saved was finally given up. 
21But after long abstinence from food, 
then Paul stood in the midst of them and 


mone. 8Passing it with difficulty, we came | said, “Men, you should have listened to me, 


and not have. sailed from Crete and in- 
curred this disaster and loss. And now I 
urge you to take heart, for there will be no 
loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 
23For there stood by me this night an angel 
of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
serve, 24saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you 
must be brought before Caesar; and indeed 
God has granted you all those who sail 
with you. 25Therefore take heart, men, for I 
believe God that it will be just as it was told 
me. 25However, we must run aground on a 
certain island.” 

2INow when the fourteenth night had 
come, as we were driven up and down in 





27:142NU-Text reads Euraquilon. 27:16°NU- 
Text reads Cauda... 27:17 4M-Text reads Syrtes. 


1:3 The term friends here refers to other Christian believers. 
27:9 The Fast refers to the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), which falls in late September or early Oc- 


tober. 
27:10 | perceive: Paul gave a persona 


| opinion (rather than a prophecy), in contrast to the professional 


Minion of the helmsman (v. 11), so that the others would listen to him later when the ship was being 


rn up (wv, 21-25), The fact that the voyage did 
4 Wrong; rather, it indicates that if the natura 


not result in the loss of lives does not mean that Paul 
| order of things had not been superseded, men would 


ave died, Instead, God intervenes, and the people are spared (wv. 30-34). 
“1:16 The skiff: A small boat or dinghy pulled by the ship, which could be used for expeditions to land. 


iT The Syrtis Sands: A sandbank on the north coast of North Africa. 


havi 
Vi p 
ng taken on water in a storm. 


h 


18 Lightened the ship means throwing the most expendable cargo overboard to compensate for 


ACTS 27:28 


the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors 
sensed that they were drawing near some 
land. And they took soundings and found 
it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had 
gone a little farther, they took soundings 
again and found jit to.be fifteen fathoms. 
“Then, fearing lest we should run aground 
on the rocks, they dropped four, anchors 
from the stern, and prayed for day to come. 
30And as the sailors were seeking to escape 





from the ship, when they had let down the | 


skiff into the sea, under pretense of putting 
out anchors from the prow, #!Paul said to 
the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless 
these men stay in the ship, you cannot be 
saved.”t °2Then the soldiers cut away the 
ropes of the skiff and let it fall off. 

33And as day was about to dawn, Paul im- 


plored them all to take food, saying, “Today | 


is the fourteenth day you have waited and 
continued without food, and eaten nothing. 
“Therefore I urge you to take nourishment, 
for this is for your survival, since not a hair 
will fall from the head of any of you.” And 
when he had said these things, he took 
bread and gave thanks to God ‘in the pres- 
ence of them all; and when he’ had broken 
it he began to eat.t ¥6Then they were all en- 
couraged, and also took food themselves. 
‘7And in all we were two hundred and sey- 
enty-six persons on the ship. 3850 when 
they had eaten enough, they lightened the 
ship and threw out the wheat into the sea. 
‘When it was day, they did not recognize 
the land; but they observed a bay with a 
beach, onto which they planned to run the 
ship if possible. And they let go the an: 


chors and left them in the sea, meanwhile | had looked for 
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loosing the rudder ropes; and they hoisted 
the mainsail to the wind and made for 
shore. But striking a place where two seas 
met, they ran the ship aground: and the 
prow stuck fast and remained immovable, 
but the stern was being broken up by the 
violence of the waves.t 

42And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them should swim 
away and escape. #*But the centurion, 
wanting to save Paul, kept them from their 
purpose, and commanded that those who 
could swim should jump overboard first 
and get to land, “and the rest, some on 
| boards and some on parts of the ship. And 
| so it was that they all escaped safely to 
land. 





< Winter at Malta = 


| P ¿Now when they had escaped, they 
then found out that the island was 

called Malta.t 2And the natives showed us 
unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire 
and madeus all welcome, because of the 
rain that was falling and because of the 
| cold.t 3But when ‘Paul had gathered a bun- 
dle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a 
' viper came out because of the heat, and fas- 
_tened on; his hand.t 4So when the natives 
| Saw: the creature hanging from his -hand, 
they said to one another, “No doubt this 
man is a murderer, whom, though he has 
escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow 
_to live.”t But he shook off the creature into 
the fire and suffered no harm. ‘However, 
they were expecting that he would swell up 
or suddenly fall down dead. But after they 
a long time and saw no 


| 





27:31 Since Paul’s earlier words had proven true (see v. 10 and note), the centurion was now inclined to 
trust Paul, resulting in all the people on board being saved. — Aal A TAE aats 
27:35 Paul's actions express both the Jewish and Christian practice of giving thanks to God before a 
meal. This expression of thanks in the midst of a terrible storm teaches us to be thankful to God even 
when circumstances appear hopeless: It also helped those on the ship to have confidence in Paul and to 
be more inclined to listen to him. Note the high level of trust they placed in Paul, for even though 
there were so many people (v. 37), they threw out the rest of the food based on his words. - 
27:41-44 According to St. John Chrysostom, the destruction of the ship'serves several purposes. It ~ 
shows: (1) the severity of the danger, and thus the power of Paul's prophecy (v. 22); (2) that people are 
ultimately to depend on God rather than earthly things, for God saved the men when the ship was un- 
able to; and (3) the importance of having holy people dwell among us, for they guide us to safety ac- 


cording to the will of God... i 
28:1 Malta is a small island south of Sicily. 


28:2 Natives is literally “barbarians,” which simply means they were not cultured and did not speak — 


Greek, 


28:3 The apostle Paul does not cease to be a servant of others. 


28:4-6 Though their understanding of God is flawed, these natives are deeply spiritual and on some > 
level recognize God as being present everywhere, directing the course of human events. According to 


St. John Chrysostom, they have a far better understanding of God than worldly philosophers. 
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inds and said that he was a god. | 

ijn that region there was an estate of the 
jeading citizen of the island, whose name 
was Publius, who received us and enter- 
ained us courteously for three days. And 
it happened that the father of Publius lay 


him and prayed, and he laid his hands on 
him and healed him.t 9So when this was 
done, the rest of those on the island who 
| nad diseases also came and were healed. 
| They also honored us in many ways; and 
when we departed, they provided such 
things aS Were necessary. 


“=; From Malta to Rome 

After three months we sailed in an 
Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was 
` the Twin Brothers, which had wintered at 
| the island.t And landing at Syracuse, we 
stayed three days. !°From there we circled 
round and reached Rhegium.: And after one 
day the south wing blew; and the next day 
| we came to Puteoli,t !4where we found 
brethren, and were invited to stay with 
| them seven days. And so we went toward 
Rome. And from there, when the brethren 
heard about us, they came to meet us as far 
as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul 
saw them, he thanked God and took 
courage. 


æ. Paul’s Ministry in Rome 7> 
“Now when we came to Rome, the centu- 
non delivered the prisoners to the captain 
of the guard; but Paul was permitted to 
dwell by himself with the soldier who 
eUarded him.t 

"And it came to pass after three days 
hat Paul called the leaders of the Jews to- 
ether, So when they had come together, he 


"orks of God being done among them. 


Sailo 


8:12 Syracuse was a major seaport in Sicily. 


ci 

2B: 
| 23:6 
In k 2 That Christianity was spoken 


3 See notes at 8:35; 13:17-41. 





sarm come to him, they changed their | 
the customs of our fathers, yet I was deliv- 


sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in | 





ered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of. the Romans, !*who, when they 
had examined me, wanted to let me go, be- 
cause there was no.cause for putting me to 
death. But when the Jews? spoke against 
it, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not 
that | had anything of which to accuse my 
nation. For this reason therefore I have 
called. for you, to, see you and speak with 
you, because for the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain.”* Tile IS 

-lThen they said to,him, “We neither re- 
ceived letters from Judea concerning you, 
nor have any of the brethren who came re- 
ported or spoken any evil of you. 22But we 
desire to hear from you what you think; for 
concerning this sect, we know that it is spo- 
ken against everywhere.”t 

23So0 when they had appointed him a day, 
many came to him at his lodging, to whom 
he explained and solemnly testified of the 
kingdom of God, persuading them con- 
cerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets, from morning till 
evening.t 24And some were persuaded by 
the things which were spoken, and some 
disbelieved. 2°So when they did not agree 
among themselves, they departed after 
Paul had said one word: “The Holy Spirit 
spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to 
our@ fathers, *°saying, 


‘Go to this people and Say: 

“Hearing you will hear, and shall not 
understand; 

And seeing you will see, and not 
perceive; 


28:19 °That is, the ruling authorities 


Said to them: “Men and brethren, though I | 28:25 ®NU-Text reads your. 


28:8-10 The natural kindness of the residents of Malta (v. 2) increased all the more as they saw the 


11 The Twin Brothers of Greek mythology were sons of Zeus and were considered protectors of 
rs, 


‘13, 14 Brethren are Christians. By AD 60, there were numerous churches scattered throughout the 
Mpire, including one in Puteoli. From this point, Paul’s company traveled on foot. 
‘16, 17 The Jews had a strong and well-organized community in Rome. As was his custom in every 
NY, Paul spoke first to the Jewish leaders concerning the gospel of Jesus Christ (see 13:45), 
“0 The hope of Israel means the resurrection, which Paul has made central in his preaching (see 
$). This chain refers to his imprisonment under house arrest. 
| against everywhere shows the tremendous influence it had already 
| “Ome, The Jews in Rome were more open to the gospel than the Jews in Judea, 


ACTS 28: 27 I5I8 





27 For the hearts of this people have Gentiles, and they will hear it!” 2 And when 

grown dull. he had said these words, the Jews departed 

Their ears are hard of hearing, and had a great dispute among them- 
And their eyes they have closed, Selves.’ 

Lest they should see with their eyes “Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his 

and hear with their ears, own rented house, and received all who 

Lest they should understand with their | Came to him, *!preaching the kingdom of 

hearts and turn, | God and teaching the things which concern 

So that I should heal them.”’@ the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, 


no one forbidding him.t 





Therefore let it be known to you that | 28:27 «Isaiah 6:9, 10 28:29 «NU-Text omits this 
the salvation of God has been sent to the | verse. 





28:31 Paul's preaching finishes here where it began: proclaiming(1) the Kingdom of God and (2) things 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. These two interrelated subjects are still the content of the preaching 
and teaching of the Orthodox Church. No one forbidding him: Imprisonment did not stop Paul from 
bearing witness to Jesus Christ, for the gospel cannot be hidden (Mt 5:14). The story of the Acts of the 
Apostles continues through their successors in the Church to this day. 





Au tl COT — While Pauline ON of some epistles has been PE the 
= Church has universally accepted St. Paul as the author of Romans. 


Date—Romans was probably written in AD 55-57 during the latter part of 


S Paul’s third misionar journey, (Acts 20:3—21: pn) most likely while he was 
in Corinth. 


Major Then Lees Gan Richneousetes oer in Chri a our salvation (LACET, 


Righteousness is the basis of'a-faithful relationship between God and 


humanity. God Himself freely offers this living and growing relationship to 
all through Christ. 


Subthemes in Romans include: 
(1) The natural mortality and actual Laie of all (1:18—3: 20) 
(2) Salvation through Christ apart from the Mosaic Date (3:21—4: ees 
(3) New life in Christ through Holy Baptism hs IA): 
(4) New life in the Holy Spirit through chrismation (ch. 8)... 
(5) God’s plan for Jews and Gentiles and their reconciliation in Christ (chs. 1 1). 
(6) Christian life in the Church ands in the orld (chs. 12—16). 


"Bac k rou nd— -Paul’s logic in Romans proceeds largely from the use of 


dichotomies, in which two concepts are placed in opposition to each other; 
and synergies, in which two concepts work together. However, many | 
modern commentators have seen opposition between pairs of concent 
Where Paul intends cooperation. These pairs of concepts include: law and 
grace: faith and works; Old Testament and New Testament; nature and grace; 
spirit and body; reality and symbol; God's faithfulness and humanity's 
faithfulness; secular and sacred; Church and state. The areas in which Paul 
truly sees opposition are fewer and more fundamental: living faith versus 
dead faith; living works versus dead works; good versus evil; righteousness 
Versus unrighteousness; natural versus unnatural; faithfulness versus 


unfaithfulness. 


Romans is the most significant, the most logical, and the most doctrifally” | 
Oriented of Paul’s epistles, and the only one he wrote to a church, he had not- 


yet visited. 





ROMANS Als es oh Nee 









Outline 





l. Introduction: The Righteousness of God D. Eternal life in the Father's kingdom 
Available for All (1:1-17) (8:28—39) 
Il. God’s Faithfulness to All: His Judgment and IV. God’s Faithfulness to All: Jew and Gentile 
Salvation (1:18—4:25) (9:1—11:36) 
A. Judgment on all: the unfaithfulness of A. Paul’s personal agony (9;1—5) 
Jew and Gentile (1:18—3:20). B. Paradox: unbelief of Jews, belief of 
B. Salvation for all: through faith apart from Gentiles (9:6—10:21) 
the law (3:21—4:25) C. Destiny of Jews and Gentiles (11:1-36) 


V. Living Out a Faithful Relationship with 
God (12:1—15:7) 
A: In the church (12:1-21) r 
B. With governing authorities (13:1—14) 
C. Toward weaker Christians (14:1—15:7) 
VI. Conclusion and Greetings (15:8—16:27) 


II. Faithful Union Between God and 
Humanity (5:1—8:39) 
A. Righteous living through the reign of 
Christ (5:1—21) 
B. Resurrection life through union with 
Christ (6:1—7:6) 
C. Victorious life in the Pan Ui 7—8: ells 
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= Greeting «= | His name,t «among whom you also are the 


Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called of Jesus Christ;t 

called to be an apostle, separated to the | 
gospel of Godt 2which He promised before 'To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, 
through His prophets in the Holy | called to be saints: 
Scriptures, -concerning His Son. Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed 
of David according to the flesh,? tand de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power ac- =. Desire to Visit Rome -=> 
cording to the Spirit of holiness, by the res- First I thank my God through Jesus 
urrection from the dead.t ‘Through Him we | Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken 
have received grace and apostleship for | of throughout the whole world.t 9For God is 
obedience to the faith among all nations for | my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in 


| Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.t 


Sea 





1:1-4 St. Paul is a bondservant, a slave to Jesus Christ. Apostle: one who is sent. The gospel of God: the 
good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. This gospel fulfills what God promised in the OT (v. 2), which is 
realized in the Incarnation of the Son of God (v. 3). This gospel also reveals the Trinity, for it is from God 
the Father (v. 1), it concerns His Son (v. 3), and it is according to the Spirit (v. 4). 

1:3 Jesus Christ is one Person with two natures: human and divine. His divine nature is from all eternity 
and is revealed in that He is both God's Son and the Lord. His human nature is revealed in His being 
born of the seed of David accoring to the flesh: He was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary while 
never ceasing to be God. 

1:4 Christ's resurrection did not make Him the Son of God, but rather declared Him to be so. The truth 
of His divinity, which had been veiled from the world, is revealed fully in His Passion and Resurrection. 
1:5 Obedience to the faith can mean either acceptance of the gospel of Christ Sell or the virtue of 
obedience practiced by those who believe in His name. 

1:6 New believers are called by the Church to a life of faith, It is not up to us to create the Church, for 
the Church existed before us. Ratner, we are called to enter the living historic Church of Jesus Christ as 
she exists today. 

1:7 Called to be saints refers to the present time; it is not something limited to the future. In the NT, all 
who are true Christians are saints even while they live (see note at 16:1, 2; see also Eph 1:1; 3:8; Php 1:1; 
Col 1:2; 2Th 1;10; Jude 3). From among all the saints, meaning those "set apart to God," the Church 
canonizes or glorifies certain exemplary saints as having lived such dedicated and faithful lives that they 
are worthy for us to follow and imitate (1Co 11:1), See note at Acts 9:32. 

1:8-12 St. Paul shows a pastoral concern for the Roman Christians even though he was not the founder 
of the church at Rome. He thanks God for them (v. 8), prays always for them daily (v. 9), and longs to 
see them (v, 11). 










; make 

prayers 
pans, now at last I may find a way in the 

| will of God to come to you. "For I long to 


lomaking request ifi by some 


gee you, that I may impart to you some spir- 
ial gift, so that you may be established— t 
nthat is, that I may be encouraged together 
„ith you by the mutual faith both of you 
and me. 

3Now I do not want you to be unaware, 
prethren, that I often planned to come to 
you (but was hindered until now), that I 
might have some fruit among you also, just 
as among the other Gentiles.t 4] am a 
gebtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to wise and to unwise.’ So, as much 
as is in me, J am ready to preach the gospel 
| to you who are in Rome also. 


~ The Theme: The Righteousness of 
God Through Faith in Christ +> 
lFor I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
| Christ,? for it is the power of God to’ salva- 
ton for everyone Who believes, for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek.? YFor in it the 
| righteousness of God is reveaied irom 
' to faith: as it is written, “The just shall live 
by faith.”@t | 





1:11 Paul had not yet visite 
doctrine essential for the foundation of a 


immediately following Pentecost, the season in which we cel 


Jerusalem to the ends of the world. 


1:13 Paul was hindered in coming to Rome because oO 
| Though Paul's personal desire was to go to Rome, he su 


what God had planned for him in these other places. im 
" here those not culturally Greeks (see. Acts 28:2). 


f Christ, thus setting an example for all believers (see: 


| 1:14 Barbarians are literally “alien people,’ 
1:16 St. Paul is not ashamed of the gospel o 
Lk 9:26), 

1:17 The righteousness of God 
Ng right with God originates w! 
| "Ist receive Jesus Christ by faith and 
"The just shall live by faith” 


pows the harmony between both testaments. and sum 
‘e, The righteous (just means “righteous”) are those w 


rdance with their faith. 


1:18 The wrath of God is His righteous and holy jud 


p relation of His divine truth, love, an 
12 1:6-10; 2:8). 
d 0 All humanity can recogn 


d Rome when he wrote this letter. This:epistle contains the core of apostolic 
local community. For this reason, the Church. reads Romans - 


ize “natural revelation, 


__ROMANS 1:25 


= Judgment of Sinning Humanity 7> 
i8For the wrath of God is revealed from 





heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh- 


teousness of men, who suppress the truth 


in unrighteousness,t because what may 


be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them. 2°For since ‘the 
creation of the world His invisible attri- 
butes are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead, so that they are with- 
out excuse,t 2!because, although they knew 
God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts; and; their foolish hearts were 
darkened.t 22Professing to be wise, they be- 


came fools; 22and changed the glory of the 


incorruptible God into an image made like 
corruptible. man—and_ birds and. four- 
footed animals and creeping things. _ 
24Therefore God also gave them up to un- 
cleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dis- 
honor. their bodies among themselves, 
25who exchanged the truth of God for the 
lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for- 


faith | ever. Amen. — 
1:16 «NU-Text omits of Christ. 1:17 *Habakkuk 
| 2:4 | jin A | : 





ebrate the spread of the gospel from 


f his missionary work among the other Gentiles. i 
bmitted to God's will by first accomplishing 


—- 


is to be inia continuous state of communion with Him. This state of be-. 
th God and is accepted by mankind in faith. From faith to faith: We 
then live in Him by that faith, arisa Ib FETE 
is one of the passages of the OT (Hab 2:4) most quoted in the NT. It = 


marizes the theme of Romans: faith is'a way of 
ho not only believe, but live righteously in ac ` 


gment. It is not a loss of temper or self-control, but 
d power confronting those who reject Him (see Mt 25:4146; 


" that is, God's energy or power and His transcen- 
f creation. Thus, the rejection of God cannot be ex- 


| ne (Godhead), by simply observing the glories o . 
eavens declare the glory of God; / The firmament 


a by the claim of ignorance, for even “the h 
ows the creation of His hands” (Ps 18:2): 
egg “Manity by nature worships. 50 
efu on. A brief definition of being fu 
= Se to worship Him become darkene 


J 


me seek to worship the Creator, while others worship the 
lly human is giving glory and thanks to the true God. Those who 
d in their hearts. { tale 


EE Le 
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For this reason God gave them up to | 4Or do you despise the riches of His good- 
vile passions. For even their women ex- | ness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not 
changed the natural use for what is against | knowing that the goodness of God leads 
nature.t "Likewise also the men, leaving | you to repentance? *But in accordance with 
the natural use of the woman, burned in | your hardness and your impenitent heart 
their lust for one another, men with men 


Us! you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in 
committing what is shameful, and receiv- 


com the day of wrath and revelation of the righ- 
ing in themselves the penalty of their error | teous judgment of God, who “will render 
which was due. 


to each one according to his deeds”.4 Teter- 
28And even as they did not like to retain | nal life to those who by patient continuance 
God in their knowledge, God gave them | in doing good seek for glory, honor, and im- 
over to a debased mind, to do those things | Mortality; but to those who are self- 
which are not fitting; being filled with all | Seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, | unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; | “tribulation and anguish, on every soul of 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil- | man who does evil, of the Jew first and also 
mindedness; they are whisperers,t back- | Of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace 
biters, haters of God, violent, proud, boast- | t0 everyone who works what is good, to the 
ers, inventors of evil things, disobedient to | JEW first and also to the Greek. For there 
parents, *!undiscerning, untrustworthy, 


is no partiality with God. 
9 a a 
unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful: 32who, | Or as many as have sinned without law 
knowing the righteous judgment of God, 


will also perish without law, and as many 
that those who practice such things are de- | 4° have sinned in the law will be judged by 
serving of death, not only do the same but 


| the law |8(for not the hearers of the law are 
also approve of those who practice them. 





just in the sight of God, but the doers of the 

| law will be justified; '4for when Gentiles, 
æ. Judgment of Each Conscience ~. | who do not have the law, by nature do the 
P Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, | things in the law, these, although not hav- 
whoever you are who judge, for in ing the law, are a law to themselves,* who 
whatever you judge another you condemn | Show the work of the law written in their 
yourself: for you who judge practice the hearts, their conscience also bearing wit- 
same things.t 2But we know that the judg- | ness, and between themselves their 
ment of God is according to truth against | thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 
those who practice such things.t 3And do | ‘Sin the day when God will judge the se- 
you think this, O man, you who judge those | ST 
practicing such things, and doing the same, 
that you will escape the judgment of God? 


1:29 2NU-Text omits sexual immorality. 
1:31 *NU-Text omits unforgiving. 2:6 Psalm 
61:13; Proverbs 24:12 








1:26, 27 Homosexual behavior, men with men, is a vile rejection of God’s order for creation. These pas- 
sions are against nature and therefore spiritually devastating. Error means “delusion.” 

1:29-32 While sexual immorality is not the only way man is given over to unrighteousness, it is often 
more destructive than other sins and thus receives specific attention here (see 1Co 6:12-20). Those who 
focus only on sexual sins fail to see that a/l sin separates man from God and leads to destruction. Cov- 
etousness is a sinful passion directly opposite the virtue of thankfulness—it is being unsatisfied with the 
blessings already received and having an insatiable desire for more. Murder also includes hatred 
towards another (Mt 5:21, 22). Whisperers are people who gossip. Inventors of evil things are those 
who cooperate with the devil to discover new forms of wickedness, Those who approve (v. 32) of sins 
such as homosexual behavior, greed, and rebellion against parents are as guilty as those who commit 
them. | 

2:1 Not only will the unrighteous experience God's judgment (1:18-32), so also will the self-righteous. 
2:2-16 See the article, “The Basis of God's Judgment” in this chapter. 

2:14-16 A Gentile is counted as a Jew—as one of God's people—when his conscience leads him to 
righteousness the way the law leads a virtuous Jew, 

The law written in their hearts (v. 15) refers to a person's conscience. Because man’s conscience is 
God-given, it has the same power to lead a person to God as the law does. According to St.John — 
Chrysostom, those who are able to follow their conscience to God are more virtuous than those with 
the law, for they do not have the advantage of concrete instructions yet still desire to please God (how- 
ever, see 3:1, 2). i 
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JUDGMENT 

a} Even as believing Christians, we must not take the outcome of God’s final judgment for 
granted. In every Divine Liturgy Orthodox Christians pray, “For a good defense before 
£, the dread Judgment Seat of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord have mercy.” Romans 

» 2:2-16 describes God’s judgment, showing how we can prepare ourselves for it. God’s 

\ righteous judgment will be: Hy 

| According to truth (2:2, 3): Nothing is hidden from God. He sees everything and 

knows the truth about each of us. One of mankind’s great self-deceptions is to say, “Who sees 






| ys” (Is 29:15) and think there is no judgment. 


2 According to impenitent hearts (2:4, 5): An unrepentant or hard heart despises God’s 


goodness, treasuring up the wrath of God at the judgment. A repentant heart, on the other 


hand, is grateful for God’s patience and abides in Christ, practicing a lifetime of repentance, 
which produces confidence before Him at the judgment (1Jn 2:28). 

3 According to our deeds (2:6-15): The “doing good” referred to in 2:7 is not an attempt 
to gain merit with God. Rather, it is the unity of intentions with actions, faith with works. 
Even unbelievers are rewarded for good works, apart from spiritual understanding (2:14, 15). 
But note the following: 

(a) “Doing good” means seeking God’s glory (2:10), not our own glory; God’s honor, 
not our own honor; the eternal reward of immortality, not reward here and now. 
“Doing good” is seeking first the Kingdom of God (Mt 6:33). | 

(b) Good intentions alone, or faith without works, will not save (2:13). Simply to hear 
and not do is religion without reality. Those with true faith, “the doers” of the truth, 
practice virtue from pure and repentant hearts (Jam 1:21-27). 

(c) “By nature” (v. 14) people are inspired by and cooperate with God’s grace. Therefore, 
good deeds are natural to us, whereas evil deeds are contrary to nature. Because we all 
fail’ we need God’s mercy (3:9-19). The presence of God’s law in our conscience 
(2:15) condemns anything we do contrary to true human nature. Therefore, even 
Gentiles—people not under the Law of Moses, those who do not know of Christ— 
have an internal! law from God, the natural law written in their hearts, according to 
which God will judge them. Melchizedek, Job, and the Ninevites are Old Testament 
examples of non-Jews judged to be righteous. Jews, then, have two laws from God— 
the Law of Moses and conscience—and are accountable to Him for both (2:12). 

(d) Those who are condemned choose to reject God. There is no automatic, fated condem- 
nation: God’s just judgment of us is based on our exercise of free will. Although sin 
impairs our powers, it does not destroy God’s image in us or our free will. | 

(4) By Jesus Christ (2:16): In the day of judgment we are not judged directly by God the 
Father, whom we cannot see, but by the incarnate Son whom we do see, Chnist 
Jesus (Acts 17:31; see Jn 3: 16-21, 35, 36). Christ will judge on the basis of the 
light He Himself has given to each of us (Jn 1:9) and our response to His light 
(Jn 3:16-21). “The secrets of men” (Rom 2:16) are “the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Heb 4:12). | 








ROMANS 2:17) \ | oy 52a a A Se es EDN 
ite the letter; whose praise is not from men but 
from God.t 


a. The Jews’ Unfaithfulness ~> 


» What advantage then has the Jew, or 
what is the profit of circumcision?? 
2Much in every way! Chiefly because to 
them were committed the oracles of God. 
3For what if some did not believe? Will their 
unbelief make the faithfulness of God with- 
out effect? 4Certainly not! Indeed, let God 
be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 








crets of men by Jesus Christ, according to 
my gospel. | 


cm Judgment of the Jews > 


\7]Jndeed@ you are called a Jew, and rest 
on the law, and make your boast in God,' 
Sand know His will, and approve the 
things that are excellent, being instructed 
out of the law, Sand are confident that you 
yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 
those who are in darkness, *°an instructor 
of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having 
the form of knowledge and truth in the 


law. 2!You, therefore, who teach another, “That You may be justified in Your 


do you not teach yourself? You who preach words, 
that a man should not steal, do you steal? And may Oe Com when You are 
22You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” judged.” 


do you commit adultery? You who abhor; =< | | 
idols, do you rob temples? 2°You who ‘But if our unrighteousness demonstrates 
make your boast in the law, do you dis- | the righteousness of God, what shall we 
honor God’ through breaking the law? | say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (1 
24For “the name of God is blasphemed | speak as a man.) Certainly not! For then 
among the Gentiles because of you,”* as it | how will God judge the world? _ 
is written. :| 7For if the truth of God has increased 
25For circumcision is indeed profitable if | through my lie to His glory, why am I also 
you keep the law; but if you are a breaker | still judged as a sinner?.8And why not Say, 
of the law, your circumcision has become | “Let us do evil that good may come”?—as 
uncircumcision.t 2°Therefore, if an uncir- | We are slanderously reported and as some 
cumcised man keeps the righteous require- affirm that we say. Their condemnation 1s 
ments of the law, will not his uncircumci- | Just. 
sion ne punted as GIGI ORION nrang ne ==. Conclusion: All Are Unfaithful > 
not the physically uncircumcised, E ne iw: | swWhat then? Are we better than they? 


fills the law, judge you who, even with your | Not at all: For we have previously charged 


written code and circumcision, are a trans- eg | 
gressor of the law? 28For he is not a Jew | ate oe and Greeks that they are all 


who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision 
that which is outward in the flesh; but he | —— 

is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumci- | 2:17 «NU-Text reads But if. 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; 
sion is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in | Ezekiel 36:22. 3:44Psalm 50:6 ) 








2:17-24 Many Jews relied on knowing the law for their righteousness, when in fact they did not obey 
it. Knowing the law does not make one a guide to the blind (v. 19); it is keeping the spirit and heart of 
the law that makes one a guide to others. | 

2:25-27 Circumcision is an outward sign of the law, valuable only when accompanied by interior con- 
version and love for God. Those who are uncircumcised but virtuous will judge the circumcised. 

2:29 The name Jew comes from “Judah,” which means “the Lord be praised.” A true Jew is one who 
seeks praise ... not from men but from God. The goal of the legalist is to have praise from men; the 
goal of the spiritual person is to please God. 

3:1, 2 While the Gentiles can find God through their conscience (2:14-16, 25-29), they are not better 
off than the Jews. The Jews have the advantage of the oracles of God (that is, the Law and the 
Prophets) to lead them all the more to God. The advantage to the Jew is pedagogical; they are taught 
more thoroughly and more precisely about God. Nevertheless, this advantage does not make the Jew 
any more righteous than the Gentile, for all are under sin (wv. 9, 23), 

3:4 Let God be true but every man a liar means God remains faithful to His word and to His creation, 
while man is continually unfaithful to God, 

3:9 See note for wv. 1, 2. 





>>8.L HE LA W eae _- hia 


N, One key to understanding Romans is to distinguish properly between the several ways 
TA Paul uses the word “law” in this epistle. | 

] The Mosaic Law (2:12, 13) was written by God on tablets of stone (2Co 3:3, 7) 
and given to the Jews through Moses. This Law reveals God’s ri ghteousness to prepare 


` 3 Or NA atoa bhigi flee i i l ; ! À 
7 men for the Messiah and for God’s grace. When Paul speaks of “the law,” he is most 
often referring to the Mosaic Law, 


The Law is good, but cannot be kept. It is revelation from God, but not an end in itself. 
The purpose of the Mosaic Law is (a) to reveal the difference between good and evil: (b) to 
make the world accountable to God (3:19); (c) to manifest sin (3:20); and (d) to bea 


schoolmaster to lead us to Christ (Gal 3:24), Though it is not opposed to the grace of God, 





the Law cannot save us or makes righteous. 


: 2 The natural law (2:14, 15) has been “written” by God in the heart of every human 
who has ever lived as the voice of conscience. It is a reliable guide to God’s righteousness for 
those who are pure in heart; but it can be dulled or obscured completely. by habitual sin. 

3, The.law of works (3:27) is our attempt to establish righteousness before God. on the 
basis of keeping the natural law and/or the Mosaic Law: This law reveals human weakness and 
sin. ial MN AEREN, 

| 4 The law of faith (3:27) is the synergy, the cooperation, of our faithfulness with God’s. 

[t alone is the means by which we attain the righteousness of God.: God-has been revealing His 

nghteousness by this law little by, little since the time of creation, but now has revealed it fully 

in Christ. As both the natural law.and the Mosaic Law. bear- witness to this law of faith, so 
those who become righteous by grace through faith fulfill in Christ both the natural and the 

Mosaic Law. 

9 The-law of sin (7:25; 8:2) isthe power of the sinful passions in our mortal humanity. 
Passions—desires for such things as food, sex, praise, possessions—are natural; their sinful 
overindulgence is not. Carnal,(physical) passions are especially strong. They aid the unnatural 
domination of the body over the soul. Sometimes carnal passions overpower the will. The law 
of sin coupled with the Mosaic Law breeds intense warfare between sin and righteousness. 

Only God’s grace can bring victory for righteousness. 

6 The law of the Spirit (8:2) is:also called “the law. of Christ” (Gal 6:2) and “the law of 
uberty” (Jam 1:25; 2:12). It is the power and life of the Holy Spirit active in those who by: 
faith in Christ live out their baptism and chrismation:to the fullest possible degree. This 
makes the righteousness of God:gained by faith real in one’s life. Coupled with the law of 
faith, the law of the Spirit defeats the law of sin.and fulfills\the natural and Mosaic Law.: 
lt orients one’s innermost being toward God and restores the power of the spirit over 
the flesh, the soul over the body. | SOSH) Ee Vere eves | 
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ROMANS 3:10 auy a Dorr ea eels ; 

l0As it is written: the world may become guilty before God.t 
20Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight, for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin.* 





“There is none righteous, no, not one;* 
1l There is none who understands; 


There is none who seeks after God. = es. Righteousness in Christ Fulfills 
12 They have all turned aside; | the Law > 

They have together become 21But now, the righteousness of God 
unprofitable; apart from the law is revealed, being wit- 
There is none who does good, no, not nessed by the Law and the Prophets,t 
one, * 22even the righteousness of God, through 
\3“Their throat is an open tomb; | faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all* who 
With their tongues they have practiced | pelieve. For there is no difference; ?*for all 
deceit”; ® have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
“The poison of asps is under their lips”;» | God,t 24being justified freely by His grace 
14“Whose mouth is full of cursing and through the redemption that is in Christ 
bitterness.”® Jesus,t 25whom God set forth as a propiti- 
15“Their feet are swift to shed blood; ation by His blood, through faith, to 


demonstrate His righteousness, because 


16 Destruction and misery are in their ) | 
in His forbearance God had passed over 





ways; : ; 

17 And the way of peace they Nave not | the sins that were previously committed,t 

known.” | 6t9 demonstrate’ at the present time His 

18“There is no fear of God before their | righteousness, that He might be just and 
eyes.” lz 


IIN Anua SARAH Lt | 3:12 Psalms 13:1-3; 52:14; Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Now we know that whatever the law | 3:132Psalm 5:10 "Psalm 139:4 3:144Psalm 9:28 


says, it says to those who are under the law, | 3-17 Isaiah 59:7.8 3:18 4Psalm 35:2 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all | 3:224NU-Text omits and on all. 








3:10-18 These quotations from the OT speak to the questions Paul asks in wv. 1-9. 

3:19 Since the law reveals sin, all the world is accountable before God by the very presence of the law. 
3:20 The law cannot justify a person (that is, bring them into an ongoing state of communion with 
God) because that is not the purpose of the law, nor does it have that power. The purpose of the law is 
to reveal the knowledge of sin—that we have fallen from communion with God—in order to turn our 
hearts to repentance. 

3:21, 22 The law may be kept by obedience (Lv 18:5) and by faith (Dt 30:14). Obedience without faith 
cannot bring anyone to righteousness. Yet faith, even apart from the law, can bring a person to righ- 
teousness, because Jesus Christ supersedes the law. 7 

3:23 The ultimate purpose of man's existence is to attain the glory of God. Even if a person were to 
keep the whole law, he would still fall short of that glory, because he would still be bound by death. 
The glory of God is both eternal righteousness and eternal life. Jesus Christ alone lived in completed 
righteousness, and He alone was resurrected from the dead. Therefore, He alone is the fullness of the 
glory of God, and we receive that glory in Him (see Jn 14:6). 

3:24 Being justified refers to an ongoing state of righteousness and not merely to a one-time event. 
This justification requires a redemption: a sacrificial offering capable of (1) setting us free from sin 
and death, and (2) uniting us eternally with righteousness and life. In the OT, this sacrificial offering 
was prefigured by blood sacrifices—the killing of physically perfect animals for the temporal remis- 
sion of sins (see Heb 9), Under the new covenant, Christ is the sacrificial offering that once for all 
wpa frees us from sin and death (Heb 10:14) and by His grace unites us with righteousness and 
ife. 

3:25 To propitiate means “to cover” or “to conciliate.” Propitiation refers to the mercy seat in the tab- 
ernacle where God was enthroned among His people (Ex 25:17-22). Once a year, on the Day of Atone- 
ment, the blood of the sacrifice was liturgically sprinkled on the mercy seat in the holy of holies. This 
prefigured the covering of our sins and our reconciliation to God that was to come in Jesus Christ. 
Heaven holds the true mercy seat (Heb 9:23-26; 10:19-22), and Christ's blood was taken to heaven 
through His Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension, thus reconciling us to God once and for all. 
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justifier of the one who has fait 


the 
esus. ; 

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. 
gy what law? Of works? No, but by the law 
of faith.t **Therefore we conclude that a 
man is justified by faith apart from the 


deeds of the law. 2Or is He the God of. 


the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since 
there is one God who will justify the cir- 
cumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 


_ through faith. *'Do we then make void the 
jaw through faith? Certainly not! On the 


contrary, we establish the law. 


w% Abraham, Model of Faith -> 


What then shall we say that Abraham 
our father has found according to the 


- flesh?4t 2For if Abraham was justified by 


an ŘŮŐ—— 








works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. *For what does the 
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 


and it was accounted to him- for righ- | 


teousness.”? 4Now to him who works, the 
wages are not counted as grace. but as 
debt. 

‘But to him who does not. work but be- 
lieves on Him who justifies the ungodly, his 


| faith is accounted for righteousness, °just 


as David also describes the blessedness of 


1527 


ROMANS 4:12 


hin | the man to whom God imputes righteous- 


ness apart from works:t 


’“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
are forgiven, 
And whose sins are covered; 
8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD 
Shall not impute sin.” 


Does this blessedness then come upon the 
circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised 
also? For we say that faith was accounted to 
Abraham for righteousness. "How then was 
it accounted? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 
while uncircumcised. !!And he received the 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteous- 
ness of the faith which he had while still un- 
circumcised, that he might be the father of all 
those who believe, though they are uncir- 
cumcised, that righteousness might be im- 
puted to them also,t and the father of cir- 
cumcision to those who not only are of the 
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps 
of the faith which our father Abraham had 

hile still uncircumcised. 


4:1 "Or Abraham our (fore)father according to 
the flesh has found? 4:3 Genesis 15:6 





4:8 @Psalm 31:1, 2 


3:26 Ongoing faith in Jesus is the way mankind receives God's righteousness. Justification (being made 
righteous) by faith is not a one-time “not guilty” verdict, as some may teach. Rather, it is Christ living in 


us, and we in Him (Gal 2:20). Thus, to be justified is to 


be in communion with Jesus Christ in an ongoing, 


dynamic, and growing life with Him. The relationship between God and His people is one of Shepherd 
to sheep, Master to servant, and Father to an adopted child. | 


3:27-31 The law teaches us that: (1) Attaining right 
(2) Righteousness is attained by faith and isa gift from God (vv. 27, 28). (3) : 
basis of ongoing faith in Jesus Christ (vv. 29, 30). There is “no differ- 


Gentiles are justified on the same 


eousness through works alone is impossible (v. 27). 


God is impartial—Jews and 


- €nce” (JohnChr) between the terms by faith and through faith (v. 30). (4) By teaching justification by 





| 46-8 Faith not only predated the law, it 


faith in Christ, Christians establis 
(Mt 5:17). 


4:1-5 Even Abrahan ‘enced righteousness in the sig | 
A aretara for the law had not yet been given. If this holds true for the Jews’ found- 


Because Abraham responded in faith to God's promise (Gn 15), he was 


apart from works of the law, 
Ng father, it is true for all Jews. 


counted righteous, or justified (see note at 3:24). Only t 


led (v, 5), 


Ps 31, David discovered what Abraham h 





h (or uphold) the law (v. 31), because Christ Himself fulfills the law 


ht of God through faith, and this completely 


hrough faith in God can the ungodly be justi- 


remained active during the time of the law. As revealed in 
ad known: being forgiven comes by God's mercy through re- 
not by works of the law. 

d as a sign of God's covenant, he is father to all Jews. Yet 
ran dilttanr i | was 75, but was not circumcised until he was 99 (Gn 12:4; 17:24 : 
A dard a e Uh by “he was still righteous before God by faith; thus he is also the 


or “rendered.” This 


ROMANS 4:13 _ PERESS: =E T 


w Abraham’s Children: Faithful for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe 

Believers «> Be in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from 

For the promise that he would be the | the dead, who was delivered up because 

heir of the world-was not to Abraham or to | of our offenses, and was raised because of 
his seed through the law, but through the | our justification.t » 

righteousness of faith.t 4For if those who | 

are of the law-are heirs, faith is made void 





“>. Righteousness as a Living Reality > 


and the promise made of no effect, !5be- | Ly Therefore, having been justified by 
cause the law brings about wrath: for faith, we have? peace with God through 
where there is no law. there is no transgres- | our Lord Jesus Christ,t *through whom 
sion. also we have access by faith into this grace 


\6Therefore it is of faith that it might be | in;which we stand, and rejoice in hope of 
according to grace, so that the promise | the glory-of God. *And not only that, but 
might be sure to.all the seed, not only to | we also glory. in tribulations, knowing that 
those who are of the law, but also to.those | tribulation produces perseverance; tand 
who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the | perseverance, character; and character, 
father of us all !"(as_it is written, “I have | hope. 5Now hope’ does not disappoint. be- 
made you a father of many nations”®) in | cause the love-of God has been poured out 
the presence of Him whom he believed— | in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was 
God, who gives life to the dead and calls | given tous.t 
those things which do not exist as though | °° 6For‘when we were still without strength, 
they did; '*who, contrary to hope, in hope | in due time Christ died for the ungodly 
believed, so that he became the father of | 7For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
many nations, according to what was spo- | die; yet perhaps fot a good man someone 
Ken, “So shall your descendants pbe.”* | would even dare to die’ But God demon- 
And not being weak in faith, he did not | strates His own love toward us, in that 
consider his own body, already dead (since | while we were Still sinners, Christ died for 
he was about a hundred years old), and the us. °Much more then, having now been jus- 
deadness of Sarah’s womb. *’He did not | tified by His blood: we shall be Saved from 
waver at the promise of God through unbe- wrath through Him. !For if when we were 
lief, but was strengthened in faith, giving enemies we were reconciled to God 
glory to God, “and being fully convinced | through the death of His Son. much more, 
that what He had promised He’ was ‘also | having been reconciled, we shall bé saved 
able to perform. ” And therefore “it was ac- | O onau menn i soba a 
counted fO him for r. ighteousnes y tg | | 4:17 “Genesis '17:5) 4:18 “Genesis 15:5 

“Now jit was not written for his sake | 4:99 «Genesis 15:6. 511 “Another ancient read- 
alone that it was imputed to him, 24but also ing is, lel us have peace. ft 








4:13-18 Righteousness does not come through genetic or ethnic ancestry. Though the law requires. one 
to become a Jew, this law only brings about wrath (v. 15). Why? Its purpose is not to save, but to make 
man aware of his sin or transgressions, True righteousness is based on God's promise (v. 14) and is re- 
ceived by faith. The righteous are those who receive God's promise in faith and.not those of the law 

(v. 14), that is, those who are merely physical offspring of Abraham. The true descendants of Abraham 
are the believers, for he is the father of all who believe, whether Jew or Gentile. Sens 

4:25 Jesus died for the forgiveness of our offenses. If He had been a sinner, the law would have con: 
demned Him as it did everyone else, But He is and has perfect love, and He is without sin. Thus, He per- 
fectly fulfilled both the letter and the heart of the law, and the offering of Himself on the Cross is our 
justification (see note at Yel \ ae i ' rw | 

5:1 Faith in Christ makes us justified, an ongoing state of communion with Him (see note at 3:24), Be- | 
cause of this ongoing communion, we have peace with God which is also ongoing, The Greek word 
pistis, here translated as faith, can also be rendered “faithfulness,” Faith is more than the conviction 
that something is true (Jam 2:19), Genuine faithfulness is continuous loyalty and obedience to God. 
Such faithfulness justifies a person through God's grace, } hich ie Mbt te 

5:5 Christians ask, “How can | experience the love of God and pass it on to others?” St. Paul offers the: 
answer here. yr | | vay! ah | T TY vsapiptiekh 7 
5:6 The ungodly are all of us. Because of sin, everyone stands in alienation from God, and we do not 
have the capacity to become righteous on our own: Because of God's love, Christ died for our sins to 
bring us the gift of righteousness. rite “yrolsesthi Oi Puy we i Onibés! nwo 
































oeeJUSTIFICATION BY FAITHS 


J For most of church history, salvation was seen as comprehending all of life: Christians be- 
ae eved in Christ, were baptized, and were nurtured in their salvation in the Church. Key 


{, doctrines of the faith centered around the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of 
= God, the atonement. oie 





~ In Western E jurope during the sixteenth century and before, however, justifiable 
concern arose among the Re formers over a prevailing understanding that: salvation depended 
on human works of merit, and not on the grace and mercy of God. Their papel te of Ro- 
mans 5 lead to the slogan sola fides: justification by faith alone. 


This Reformation debate in the West raised the question for the Orthodox Fase Why this 
new polarization of faith and works? It had been settled since the apostolic era that salvation 
was granted by the mercy of God to nghteous men and women. Those baptized into Christ 
were called to belieye in Him and do good works. An opposition of faith versus Works ` was un- 
precedented 1 in Orthodox thought, a 


The Orthodox understanding, of-justification differs from. the Protestant in several ways. 


| Justification andthe new covenant. When Orthodox Christians approach the doctrine. 
of salvation, the discussion: centers around the new covenant, Justification—being or becoming 
righteous—by faith in Godis part of being brought into, a covenant relationship with-Him:, 
Whereas Israel was under. the old covenant, in which salvation came through faith as Re Veale ces 
in the law, the Church is under the new covenant, Salvation comes through faith in Christ, 
who fulfills the law. We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, leading us to. fick 
knowledge of God the Father, Rather than justification as a legal acquittal before God, Ortho- 
dox believers see justification ‘by faith as a covenant relanosis with Him, centered i in union, 
with Christ (Rom 6:1—6), | 

2 Justification and God’s mercy. Orthodoxy Sees it Is aie Gadis mercy nots our 
fith—that saves us. “Therefore; having been justified: by faith, we have peace with God. 
through our Lord-Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this gracein > 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope) of the glory of God” (Rom! sh 1, 2). It iis Besta wio initi- : 
ates A makes the new covenant with us. | 

3 Justification by faith ts dynamic, not static. For Orthodox Christians, faith i is pie is: 

namic. continuous—never static Or ‘merely point- in-time, Faith is not something a Christian j 
exercises only at one critical moment, expecting it to, cover all the rest of his life. True faith i is 
not just a decision,-it’s-a way. of life. Thus, the Orthodox Christian sees salvation in at least 
three aspects: ( a) if have been saved, being joined to Christ in Holy Baptism; (b), Tam belper: 
‘ved, growing in. Christ. through the, sacramental life of the Church; and (c) I will-be saved,- 
y the mercy of God at the Last Judgment. f ee 

Justification by faith, though not the major NEW Testanient iscing for Orthodox as it is 
lor Protestants, poses no ‘problem, But justification by faith alone brings-up an objection. Ir 
po ntradicts Scripture: Which says, “You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by" 
faith only” (Jam 2:24). We are “justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law” 
Rom 3: 28), but nowhere does the Bible say we are justified by faith “alone, ” On the | 
Contrary, “fith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (Jam 2: 17 Pee ers 

As Christians we are no longer under the demands of the Old Tesa nent lawis cin >t 
‘Rom 3. 20), for Christ has fulfilled the law (Gal /2:21) 3:5, 24). By God's merey, we are) 
Ought into a new covenant relationship with’ Him. We who believe are granted | 
arance | into His Kingdom by His grace. ‘Through His mercy, we are justified by faith” 
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ROMANS 5:11 





by His life.t And not only that, but we 
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now re- 
ceived the reconciliation. 


. Reign of Sin, Reign of Grace 7- 


'2Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through sin, 


and thus death spread to all men, because . 


all sinned—t !3(For until the law sin was in 
the world, but sin is not imputed when 
there is no law.t !4Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those who had not sinned according to the 
likeness of the transgression of Adam, who 
is a type of Him who was to come.t But 
the free gift is not like the offense. For if by 
the one man’s offense many died, much 
more the grace of God and the gift by the 
grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded to many.t !6And the gift is not 
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like that which came through the one who 
sinned. For the judgment which came from 
one offense resulted in condemnation, but 
the free gift which came from many of- 
fenses resulted in justification. !7For if by 


the one man’s offense death reigned 


through the one, much more those who re- 
ceive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ.) 

l8Therefore, as through one man’s of- 
fense judgment came to all men, resulting 
in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all 


men, resulting in justification of life.t 19For 


as by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedi- 
ence many will be made righteous.t 
20Moreover the law entered that the of- 
fense might ‘abound. But where sin 


5:10 Those who accept and appropriate Christ’s love are reconciled to God, being restored to peace and 
communion with Him. God has not ceased to be our Friend, for He is unchangeable. We are the ones 
who have changed and thus need changing. So while we were still rebellious enemies of God, God was 


working in His love to restore us. 


5:12 For Adam and Eve, sin came first, and this led to death. This death then spread to all men. The 
rest of humanity inherits death, and then in our mortal state, we all sin. Thus, all mankind suffers the 
consequences of Adam's “original sin.” However, the Orthodox Church rejects any teaching that would 
assign guilt to all mankind for Adam's sin. We indeed suffer the consequences of others’ sins, but we 


carry guilt only for our own sins. 


5:13 Until the law came, sin worked freely in the world. From Adam to Moses, people suffered from 
mortality and committed all manner of sin. They were accountable to God for their sin under natural 
law (1:18-21; 2:14-16). But without the written law, the seriousness of their sin often remained 
clouded, God gave the law to Moses to expose the magnitude of man’s sin (see note at 4:13-18). 

5:14 After Adam, our sin could not be said to be in the likeness of his sin, because only Adam's sin 
brought mortality to our race. Yet the law of sin and death reigned because man overwhelmingly con- 
tinued to sin in rebellion against God. However, among both Jews and Gentiles, some kept the law of 
nature and the law of Moses on the basis of inner faith. Yet these still suffered the death that reigned 
over humanity. Adam is a type, a prefiguring or a foreshadowing of Christ as the head of humanity. As 
the first man, Adam caused death to reign in the human race. As the new and perfect Man, Christ 


brings eternal life to humanity. 


5:15-17 Just as immortality is far superior to mortality, so also the grace of Christ exceeds the death we 
inherited from Adam. For by grace, not only is Adam's sin covered, but the sins of the whole world are 
covered as well. In other words, justification in Christ far exceeds condemnation through Adam (v. 16). 
As we all inherited Adam's mortality (v. 15), we shall all inherit Christ's immortality. This saving gift 

(v. 15) must be received through faith. Though all will be raised, some will be raised to eternal life while 
others will be raised to eternal judgment (Jn 5:28, 29). 

5:18 One Man’s righteous act refers primarily to Christ's death and Resurrection, but also to His incar- 
nate life as a whole, which reunites human nature with God, Justification: See notes at 3:24; 5:1. 

5:19 Many were made sinners refers to man’s subjection to mortality and becoming prone to sin. It 
does not mean that man inherits the guilt of Adam's sin, nor does it mean that our sinning is 
completely inevitable. However, the first thing damaged in Adam's nature was his will, and in our cor- 
rupted state, this weakened will is prone to falling into sin, 

Christ has two wills, one human and one divine. His human will is totally and willingly subject to the 
divine will. Through Christ's obedience, healing is brought to man's human will. Therefore, many are 
made righteous and are able by grace to participate in God's righteousness. Indeed, many saints 
become so filled with grace that they pass extensive periods of time without sinning, for they allow the 


healing power of Christ to fill their human will. 











——— 


abounded, grace abounded much more.t 
ngo that as sin reigned in death, even so 
grace Might reign through righteousness 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


s Baptism: Dead to Sin, 

Alive in Christ a 
What shall we say then? Shall we con- 
tinue in sin that grace may abound?t 
2Certainly not! How shall we who died to 
sin live any longer in it?t 3Or do you not 
know that as many of us as .were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? 4Therefore we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
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glory of the Father, even so 
walk in newness of life. 


“For if we have been united together in 
the likeness of His death, certainly we also 














we also should 


Shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 


t 6knowing this, that our old man was cru- 
cified with Him, that the body of sin might 
be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves of sin.t 7For he who has 
died has been freed from sin.t 8Now if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with Him,t *knowing that Christ, 
having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him. !°For the death that He died, He died 
to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, 
He lives to God.t Likewise you also, 


Cy a Se 


5:20 The law was given as a temporary measure on God's part to reveal sin and to lead us to repen- 
tance and faith (Gal 3:23-25). Instead of decreasing under the law, sin abounded even more. This in- 
cease of sin amplifies our awareness of our fallen state and serves as an impetus to “bring us to Christ” 


(Gal 3:24). 
6:1-14 Opponents of 


st. Paul twisted his summary of God's past dealings with humanity, and instead 


applied it to individuals. They accused him of saying, “Sin increases grace, so let us increase sin!” (3:8 
paraphrased). This argument misses the fact that a person must be allied with one side or the other. If 


one is willfully living in sin, he cannot experience union with God. Even 


if grace is increasing, he is de- 


stroying himself, and for that he is responsible. Increase of grace honors God when its power leads us to 


become dead to sin. 


6:2 To have died to sin does not mean our human nature has died. Rather, it means we are no longer 
held captive by it. We are to be immovable towards sin as something dead would be. 

6:3, 4 Freedom from sin is grounded in the sacrament of holy baptism. Ignorance of what happens 
when we are baptized is a great enemy. Through this ignorance, many. are defeated in their battle 
against sin. What Christ accomplished on the Cross—an actual death to sin—baptism accomplishes in us: 
an actual death to sin and our liberation from its power. Because our baptism into Christ gives us power 
“Ver sin, it is an exact likeness of His death. Baptism does not merely “stand for” this truth, but is itself 


our death to sin. 


6:5 United together with Christ refers to being planted and growing together in Him, clearly implying 

€ expectation of fruit. In the likeness of His death means baptism causes a real unity with Christ's 
death. We also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection is literally translated, “we shall be of the res- 
Urection,” referring both to the new life of baptism in this world and to eternal life in the age to 
come. 


6:6 Knowing this refers to our understanding that baptism is a reality, not merely an outward symbol. 
€ man does not refer to human nature as such, but to the power of sin in fallen man that once held 
Way Over us. The body of sin is not the human body, but all iniquity, “Just as he calls the whole sum of 


Wickednesc 


‘old man,’ again the wickedness which is made of the different parts of iniquity he calls ‘the 


pody" “ohnChr). Thus, it is sin itself that is crucified with Him, and not some kind of “sinful nature,“ 


rsin is what we do, not what we are. 


9:7 A Physical body, once it is dead, makes no response to its environment. So we who died with Christ 
N baptism must not respond to the promptings of sin, for we are freed from sin. 
‘8 When bondage to sin has died, it must be replaced with something else. For those who are bap- 


life 


tized, the replacement is Christ's resurrected life. We shall also live with Him means both a righteous 
On earth after baptism and eternal life in the Kingdom to come. 


"10 Christ wa trol of death or sin, yet He chose voluntarily to die to sin for our 
i s never under the contro ' l Yea 

“©. In Christ, we too can voluntarily die to sin through baptism. As Christ's death is once for all, so also 

OF us there Sevar A second baptism. Constant repentance renews our baptism as we grow in our rela- 


Onship with God. 





6:3. . 
3-11 This passage is read on Great and 


<a 








Holy Saturday, the Saturday before Pascha (Easter). 





sme H OLY BAPTIS Macq 


P What is baptism? Simply put, baptism i is our death, burial, and resurrection in union with 


f Jesus Christ. It is a rite of passage, given by Christ to the C hurch as an entrance into the 
o Kingdom of God and eternal life. 


The apostle Paul describes the promise of God in this “mystery,” as most Orthodox 
~ call it, most succinctly when he writes, “Therefore we were buried with Him through bap- 
tism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom 6:4). To baptize (Gr. baptizo) literally means “to 
immerse, to put into.” Historically, the Orthodox Church has baptized by triple immersion, “in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19). 

In the Old Testament, baptism was pictured by the passage of God’s people with Moses 
through the Red Sea'(1Co 10:1, 2): John the Baptist, the last prophet of the old covenant, bap- 
tized in water for repentance (Mk 1:4; Acts 19:4). Jesus received John’s baptism, thereby 
transforming the water and baptism itself. In the new covenant, baptism is the means by which 
we enter the Kingdom of God (Jn 3:5), are joined to Christ (Rom.6:3), and are granted the re- 
mission of our sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 

-` What results from baptism? From the start, the Church has understood baptism as: 

l-A first and second dying. Our first dying with Christ in baptism was our death with Him 
on the Cross. In the fourth century, $t. Cyril of Jerusalem instructed his new converts, “You 
were led by the. hand to the holy peo! ef divine baptism +, . and each of you was asked if he be- 
lieved in the Name of the Father, and-of the Son, and oF the Holy-Ghost. And you made that 
saving confession, you descended into the water and came up again three times. In the very same 
moment you died and were born.” 7 
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The second death of baptism is continual—dying to sin daily as we walk in newness of life: 
St. Paul writes to the Colossians concerning baptism (Col 2:12) and concludes by saying, 
“Therefore put to death your members whic h are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, pas- 


sion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col 3 5). 


2 The resurrection. of righteousness. This is our life.in Christ, our new birth.and entrance into 


God’s Kingdom (Jn 3:3); our “newness of life”. (Rom, 6:4), It-is our being joined to Christ in 
His glorified humanity and indwelt by God. Himself (Jn 14:23).-Our relationship. with God is 
not something static, a legal fiction given to us by a Divine Judge. Rather, this is a dynamic and 
real life in Christ, holding the promise of everlasting life. Our resurrection to new life now forms 
a peua to the resurrection of our body at Christ’s second coming. 

3 An intimate and continual communion with God. We are raised to new life for a purpose: 
union and communion with God. In this sense, baptism is the beginning of eternal life. For this 
reason, Peter writes that baptism now saves us (1Pr 3: 21)—it i is not the mere removal of dirt 
from our bodies, but provides us with “a good conscience toward God.” 


Because of these promises, the priest prays for the newly baptized, thanking God, “who __- 
have given us, unworthy thou gh we be, blessed purification through holy water, and divine 
sanctification ‘through life-giving chrismation, and who now also have been pleased to 
bring new life to Your servant newly illuminated by i water and the Spirit, and granted re- 
mission of pe Vountary and involuntary. ® 





































pf While one is enslaved to sin, 





reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to si 
put alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord t 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body, that you should obey it in its 
usts.t 'SAnd do not present your members 
gs instruments of unrighteousness to sin. 
but present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.t For 
sin shall not have dominion over you. for 
you are not under law but under grace. 


«~ Baptism: Freedom from Sin Under 
Grace = 
isWhat then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? Certainly 
not! 16Do you not know that to whom you 
present yourselves slaves to obey, you are 
that one’s Slaves whom you obey, whether 


of sin leading to death, or of obedience 


leading to righteousness?t !7But God be 
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, 


yet you obeyed from the heart that form of | 


doctrine to which you were delivered:t 





a = ROMANS 7:1 
'SAnd having been set free from sin, you 
became slaves of righteousness.t 191 speak 
in human terms because of the weakness 
of your flesh. For just as you presented 
your members as slaves of uncleanness, 
and of lawlessness leading to more lawless- 
ness, SO now present your members as 
Slaves of righteousness for holiness.t 

For when you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to righteousness.t 
"What fruit did you have then in the things 
of which you are now ashamed? For the end 
of those things is death.t 22But now having 
been set free from sin, and having become 
Slaves of God, you have your fruit to holi- 
ness, and the end, everlasting life.t 3For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.t 








= Baptism: Freedom from Law, Union > 
tet with Christ = ; 
Or do you not know, brethren (for I 
speak to those who know the law), that 
the law has dominion over a man as long as 





6:11 A shift in emphasis comes here, from what Christ has done for us (wv. 1-10) to our response to Him 
(w. 11-14). Reckon is an action verb, relating to faith: we lay hold of our union with Christ and thereby. 


lay hold of every virtue. 


6:12 The command to not let sin reign proves that sin's power over man is not absolute. Rather, it iS 
something we allow by our free will. Man’s will was the first aspect of human nature damaged through 
sin, and therefore it is the first thing Christ heals. His healing allows us to make true choices against sin. 
While sin continues to plague humanity, those who are baptized into Christ have the power to over- 
come sin through their union with Him. Lusts refers to all the passions of the flesh and spirit that make 
demands on the will. In Christ, a person can resist and defeat these lusts through righteous exercise of 


the will. 


6:13 Instruments (lit. “weapons of war”) are in this case various aspects.of human. nature, especially the 
y. Though God created our members good, we may use them to serve either of two rulers, sin or 
God. For those who live out their baptism, the choice is clear. | 


6:15 Having completed his references to baptism, Paul initiates another discussion: Christians are no 
onger to ji as pee who sinned during the period of the law. Those under law did not have the - 
Power of baptism. The law exhorted people to battle sin; the grace of baptism gives people the power 


to battle sin and win. 

6:16 Though we choose our master freely, 
‘nce to God leads us to righteousness, Mak! 
‘17 Baptism frees us from being slaves of sin 


we are always a slave to someone or something. Only obedi- 
king us heirs of salvation rather than slaves of sin (8:14-17). 
if we continue in obedience to God. The form of doc- 


Ne refers to the apostolic teachings of the Church (see 2Ti 1:13). | 


"18 Set free from sin; See wv. 1-14 and notes. 


19 lavery by which l 
Auman termsare;the images 0} aee 8:14-17). If previously we served sin so well, 


hteousness even more effectively. 


| does not want us as slaves but as c 
Mainly we are now empowered to serve rig 


ap Free: See note on v. 16. 


| E 1 
“*tlved the gospel, one realizes how s 


Slavery to God, initiated by baptism, | 


6; îr the fruit of holiness and everlasting "te. 


Slaves of righteousness; See note for v, 16. | 


Paul expresses the fallen human condition, for 


es not know enough even to be ashamed of it. But having 
oi resent the life of sin is and can clearly see its end: death. 


s actually freedom (see note at v. 19). Only this freedom can 


i | is sins. Eternal life is never 
23 \ | she death is earned by man through his sins. Eternal | 
earn, ages are something earned; thus kn aapi uod Ahoblethdy maysaéni car earA éternel 


Ned, but i N an actions, 
| Dut is a gift. No human | 
Ife, Or jt iS oniveehrough the grace and love o 


f God that life everlasting is given to us. 


ROMANS 7:2 


he lives?t 2For the woman who has a hus- 
band is bound by the law to her husband as 


long as he lives. But if the husband dies, | 


she is released from the law of her hus- 
band. 3S0 then if, while her husband lives, 
she marries another man, she will be called 
an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she 
is free from that law, so that she is no adul- 
teress, though she has married another 
man. ‘Therefore, my brethren, you also 


have become dead to the law through the 


body of Christ, that you may be married to 
another—to Him who was raised from the 


dead, that we should bear fruit to God. °For | 


when we were in the flesh, the sinful pas- 
sions which were aroused by the law were 
at work in our members to bear fruit to 
death.t "But now we have been delivered 
from the law, having died to what we were 
held by, so that we should serve in the new- 
ness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of 
the letter. 

-=. Sin Uses What Is Holy to Produce 

Death 7- 

TWhat shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
Certainly not! On the contrary, | would not 
have known sin except through the law. For 


I would not have Known covetousness un- | 
“You shall not. 


less the law had Said, 
covet.”t 8But sin, taking opportunity by the 
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commandment, produced in me all manner 
of evil desire. For apart from the law sin 
was dead. 9I was alive once without the law, 
but when the commandment came, sin re- 
vived and I died. '"And the commandment, 
which was to bring life, I found to bring 
death. |For sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me, and by it 
killed me. Therefore the law is holy, and 
the commandment holy and just and good. 


~~ The Flesh Uses What Is Good to 
Produce Sin 7> 

13Has then what is good become death to 
me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might ap- 
pear sin, was producing death in me 
through what is good, so that sin through 
the commandment might become exceed- 
ingly sinful.t For we know that the law is 
spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
i5Kor what I am doing, I do not understand. 
For what I will to do, that I do not practice; 
but what I hate, that I do. !ŝIf, then, I do 
what I will not to do, I agree with the law 
that it is good. !7But now, it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells in me.t !8For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) noth- 
ing good dwells; for to will is present with 
me, but how to perform what is good I do 
not find.t !9For the good that I will to do, I 


7:7 “Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21 


7:1-4 Paul has affirmed that justification, our ongoing communion with God, comes by faith in Christ 
and not by following the works of the law. These verses use examples from the law to prove our ulti- 
mate need to be free from the law. Under the Law of Moses, only death releases a person from mar- 
riage (v. 2), while divorce does not (v. 3). Likewise, Christ's death brings about our death to the law so 
that we can be married to another, that is, to Christ (v. 4). | 
7:5, 6 Flesh here refers to unredeemed man under the power of sin and death. In this condition, sinful 
passions are awakened when man faces the demands of the law (see vv. 7-10). Aroused by is more 
properly translated “aroused through.” The law merely brings to light our bondage to sin; it does not 


Cause us to SIN. 


Christian believers, on the other hand, live in a new mode of existence by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, As we have been liberated from the ways of the flesh, in our marriage to Christ (v. 4) we bear 


fruit to God. Letter (v. 6) refers to the Mosaic Law. 


7:7-12 The law was intended to reveal the depth of humanity's sin so that we w ist | 

: } | th 5S t we would turn to Christ in 
repentance and faith. The law also had the effect of increasing rebellion and sin in many people. This is 
not because the law itself is bad, but because unredeemed humanity craves to do what is forbidden. 
7:13-17 The passions driving us to sin get even stronger when we fight against them on our own, and 
the clarity of right and wrong found in the law increases the passions all the more. Only Christ's healing 


power can save us in this battle. 


7:17 Man is not sinful by nature. The Orthodox Church rejects any teaching that man has a “sin nature” 
or that man’s nature is depraved to the core. This passage clearly shows that sin is something distinct _ 
from our nature, Because we are created in the image of God (Gn 1:26), there is an indalible oodness 
in our nature that can never be undone, While we can become immersed in sin, we know that it is still 
not part of our nature, but a foreign force that dwells in us. Thus, sin is what we do, not what we are. 


See also v. 20. 


7:18-23 Paul clarifies the distinction between the will of the soul a i 

aa Aes ighiazer celia, | iO) and the will of t 5 
soul is reborn in baptism, it can strive to follow the law of God (v. 22). Yet a ano dagh Because te 
this world, and it often fights against our will to do good. MURAIS COC 








do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that 
| practice. Now if I do what I will not to 
do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
gwells in me.t 

211 find then a law, that evil is present 
with me, the one who wills to do good. 22For 
| delight in the law of God according to the 
inward man. ?*But I see another law in my 
members, Warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. 240 


wretched man that | am! Who will deliver | 


me from this body of death?t 235] thank 
God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!t 
So then, with the mind I myself serve the 


law of God, but with the flesh the law of | 


sin. 
«~ The Spirit Defeats Sin and the Flesh 7 
There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to those who are in Christ. Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but 


Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me 
free from the law of sin and death. *For 
what the law could not do.in that it was 
_ Weak through the flesh, God did by sending 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
on account of sin: He condemned sin in the 
flesh,t 4that the righteous requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us who do not 


1:20 See note for v. 17. 


according to the Spivit.t 2For the law of the- 





Be o 





| to the Spirit. "For those who live according 


to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to 


be carnally minded is death, but to be spir- 


itually minded is life and peace. ‘Because 
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, nor in- 
deed can be. §So then, those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit 
of Christ, he is not His.t And if Christ ts in 
you, the body is dead because of sin, but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness.t 
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
dwells in you. 7 : 


«=. The Spirit Conveys Divine Sonship > 

12Therefore, brethren, we are. debtors— 
not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 8For if you live according to the 
flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put.to death the deeds of the body, you will 


8:1 :NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 





1:24 This question is answered in 8:1-4. The term body of death refers to our corrupted state in this 
World; it does not imply that the body is evil, for the body is good. In this world, however, it remains in 


need of final redemption. 


1:25 The conclusion is far from hopeless, for the final blame is not to be found in man’s nature, nor in 


the law, but in sin itself. 
: 8:1 Repentant sinners will have no condemnation 
tsm and if they walk in the power of the Spirit. 


f they remain in Christ Jesus through faith and bap- 


8:3, 4 The law of Moses failed because of the weakness of human nature. The term sinful flesh does 


Not imply our nature is inherently sinful, but that our flesh has become corrupt and given over to all 

Manner of sin (see 7:17), Christ fulfilled both the law and human nature by becoming flesh Himself. 

Christ did not sin. for He came in the likeness of our sinfulness, but did not succumb to it. In doing so, 
€ condemned sin itself, destroying its power over mankind. In Christ, human nature has final victory 


Ver sin. 


Gr nous), the spirit and u 
“ally means to have a “change o 


N be carnally minded (v. 6) [BUSA 
nino gainst God puts us at enmity with Hi 
i ed means to accept liberation by the Spirit 
mes directed by and is led to the Holy Spirit. 


10 Tho mies pihi ga 
thi ugh the body is dead (it 
i World and in the OSAA final resurrection. 


< 





-3 The Spirit of Christ declares the intimacy between the Son.a 
imate by p AAEN (Mt 1:20) and in turn sends the Holy Spirit from the Father into the world 
9:26; 16:7) 


E38 The mind here is far more than intellectual capacity, It is the highest knowing faculty of the soul 
nderstanding behind all we think and do. Thus, it follows that repentance 

f mind,” a change not only of intellect but of all our being, 

means to choose to have one’s whole being captivated by sin. This deci- 
m (v. 7), and thus we have no lasting peace. To be spiritually 
pirit, so that one’s, whole being—body, mind, and soul— 


nd the Holy Spirit, The Son becomes 


is mortal) because of sin, the Holy Spirit gives new life, both now in 


ROMANS 8:14 





live.t 4For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, these are sons of God.t !5For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but you received the Spirit of adop- 
tion by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”t 
l6The Spirit Himself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, 
"and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ; if indeed we 
suffer with Him, that we may also be glori- 
fied together.t | 


æ The Spirit Assists Us Through | 
Suffering -=> 


_18For I consider that the sufferings of this | 


present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us. !9For the earnest expectation 


I 556 l 





groans and labors with birth 
gether until now. Not only that, but we 
also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the re- 
demption of our body. “For we were saved 
in this hope; but hope that is seen is not 
hope; for why does one still hope for what 
he sees?t 25But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we eagerly wait for it with perse- 
verance. | | 

26. ikewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For we do not know what we 
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us? with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.t 27Now 
He who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes 


of the creation eagerly. waits for the reveal- 
ing of the sons of God. 2°For. the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but | 


because of Him who subjected ft in hope; | “osana n PREM ate SORE Re d 
“because the creation itself also will be de- | And we know that all things work to 


livered from the bondage of corruption into | Eker. tor £008 Lo Those yuo IONS nage 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.t | those who are the called according to His 
42For we know that the whole creation | 8:26 «NU-Text omits for us. © 


| intercession for the Saints according to the 
will of God. | A 


~ The Father Ensures Our Destiny 7- 








8:13 The gift of new life requires the reception and cooperation of the believer through faith and obe- 
dience to God. We are His children (v. 14) as He leads us by the power of the Spirit. In this new life, the 
body becomes the follower, not the leader. In choosing the way of the Holy Spirit, we put to death sin- 
ful passions expressed through our thoughts, words, and deeds. | 
8:14-17 Christians are adopted as children of God (v. 16) and therefore heirs (v. 17) of the same King- 
dom Christ inherited when He ascended in the flesh into heaven. This standing is given by grace; what 
Christ inherited by His own nature, we receive as a gift. Our adoption (v. 15) is a fact of our baptism. 
Yet it rests on us to receive the love of this adoption by continuing in faith and turning constantly to- 
ward God. The experience of this adoption allows us to address God with the intimate term Abba, 
which means “Papa” (v: 15; see Gal 4:5-7). i | 
8:15 The spirit of bondage refers to a return to the law. Israel feared God as a slave would fear a 
strong master. Under the new covenant, we are no longer slaves but by adoption are part of God's fam- 
ily, the Church. | 
8:17 Joint heirs with Christ reveals that everything Christ is by nature, the Father gives to us by grace. 
See the article, “Deification” at 2 Peter. ‘3 | i i | 
8:18 Note the contrast between sufferings and glory. As Christians, we have God's glory in us, though 
His glory is not fully revealed (see also Col 3:3, 4). In the Orthodox Church, the icon of the Incarnation, 
the Virgin Mary holding the Christ Child, is on the left side of the door to the altar, while the icon of 
Christ as Ruler is placed on the right side. Thus we proclaim that Christ has come first in the Incarnation 
and will come again in glory as Ruler and Judge. We learn that we live ina tension between our pres- 
ent and future experience of the Kingdom, one marked by both sufferings and glory. 
8:21 Glorious liberty is the resurrected life the children of God will experience in the age to come. Then 
our wills, free from the corruption of the flesh, will be at liberty to follow God completely. 
8:24 Hope is more than wishful thinking, more than optimism. It is settled confidence concerning 
Ola to come. This hope is so sure that we can patiently endure suffering in anticipation of Christ’s 
ingdom, i 
8:26 Believers do not know how to pray effectively. The guidance of the Spirit in prayer aids in over- 
coming our weaknesses by teaching us how to pray and by interceding directly for us when our own 
prayers are inadequate. The Fathers identify three stages of prayer: (1) saying the words of prayers; 
(2) saying the words with meaning and concentration; (3) praying without the words, when one is so 
filled with the Holy Spirit that human words become inadequate, the highest form of prayer. 








| 
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purpose. "? “For whom He foreknew, He 
also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first- 


porn among many brethren. 30Moreover 


whom He predestined, these He also called: 
whom He called, these He also justified; 
and whom He justified, these He also glori- 
fied. 
æ The Father’s Love Triumphs 
in Christ «=. 


31What then shall we say to these things? | 
If God is for us, who can be against us?t 


“He who did not spare His own Son, but de- 
livered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us-all things? 
3Who shall bring a charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the 
nght hand of God, who also makes interces- 
sion for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Snail tribulation, or dis- 


tress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 


ness, or peril, or sword? °6As it is written: 


‘For Your sake we are killed all day long: 
We are accounted as sheep for the 
Slaughter.” 
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_ROMANS 9:7 


’7Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. *8For 
Iam persuaded that neither death nor life, 
hor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come,t *%nor 
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


œ Unbelief of the Jews Despite God’s 
Blessings SP 

[ tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, 

my conscience also bearing me witness 
in the Holy Spirit,t 2that I have great sorrow 
and continual grief in my heart. 3For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my countrymen? ac- 
cording to the flesh, ~who are Israelites. to 
whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the service 


| of God, and the promises; 5of whom are the 


fathers and from whom, according to the 


flesh, Christ came, who is oyer all, the eter- 


nally blessed God. Amen. 


æ God Is Sovereign, Faithful to Israel => 
‘But it is not that the word of God has 
taken no effect. For they are not all Israel 
who are of Israel,t ‘nor are they.all children 





8:36 "Psalm 43:23 9:3 Or relatives 


8:28-30 The Scriptures and man’s experience both bear witness that all things work together for good 
to those who love God. Setbacks and difficulties there will be, but God turns them into “light 
affliction” (2Co 4:17, 18; 12:9, 10). God has foreknowledge of all things. 

Predestined must not be understood as overpowering man’s free response, for man’s free will is a gift 
from God. Nor does the term apply to individuals, Rather this term (which can also be translated “pre- 
ordained”) means that God has a specific calling for His people from before the beginning of the 
world. “God does not will evil to be done, nor does He force virtue” (JohnDm). Based on His foreknowl- 
€dge, God assures, or predestines, that those who will choose to love Him will be conformed to the im- 


i 


àge of His Son, that is, glorified. 


8:31-39 These verses summarize all that has preceded in the Epistle to the Romans. Because of 
(1) God's love for us (2) His victory over sin and death, and (3) our life in His Kingdom, we can with- 
stand all the assaults of the world and the devil and arise from these attacks as more than conquerors 
V. 37), We conquer sin not by our own strength, but only through God, oo ee 
s38, 39 Angels. principaliti d ers are spirit beings of various angelic ranks. While nothing 

rod , principalities, and pow | bead Lt 
external ARAP a from the love of God, we can choose to reject Him by our own free will. Nev- 
"theless even those who remain in eternal rebellion against God are still loved by Him. Even our rejec- 


0n of God cannot take away His love for us. 


1-5 St ve onents who accused him of failing to love his fellow Israelites. 

‘6-13 as He at ae by Paul's description of a twofold Israel: one spiritual ang the 
ther physical, God is faithful to all Israel, but the issue is this: Who isa true child of Abraham? . 
„Itis not Abraham’s children of the flesh (v. 8), his natural or biological offspring, who are hs sue chil- 
dren, If this were the case, the children of Hagar (Gn 16:4, 15) and of Keturah (Gn 25:1-4) wou 


ir a 
'aelites, Furthermore, no 
M raham's true children ar 


Srah faithful believers. Because Isaac was m 


a O MĚ- 


'sli ites; o | Edomites would be, 
in Isaac's line are Israelites; otherwise Esau and the | 
; aa of the promise (v, 8), that is, those who are in Isaac (v. 7), which 
3 15 miraculously conceived through God's promise, which Abraham 
eved (Gn 18:10-15; 21:1-7), it is those who continue in this faith who are Abraham's true offspring. 


Qa 


8:28.39 This passage is read on days commemorating martyrs and monk martyrs. 





ssa] S GOD FAITHFUL TOteaqae 
PSR Avk voce 
e) In the early chapters of Romans (1—8), Paul expounds the gospel of God’s righteousness 
a, © for the salvation of all who believe in Christ, both Jews and Gentiles. In the middle chap- 
T(G ters of the epistle (9—11), he grapples with the perplexing theme of the Jews’ unbelief in 
Ye their own promised Messiah. This matter not only causes Paul great anguish, but also 
“ raises questions about God’s faithfulness to the Jewish people. 

An accusation was circulating in the first century that God had not kept His promises to 
Israel—that He had unjustly abandoned His chosen people in favor of idol-worshipping Gen- 
tiles. Although many Jews believed in Christ, the majority of the Jewish people adhered to 
their old leaders and traditions. Meanwhile, increasing numbers of Gentiles were becoming 
Christians. | 

How was one to view these developments? What was God’s plan for Jews and Gentiles in 
this decisive period of the history of salvation? Why were most Jews unresponsive or opposed 
to the gospel while Gentiles were becoming the majority in the young Church? 

Paul’s letter to the Romans indicates how important such questions were to Christians in 
the sixth decade of the first century. Has God been fair to Israel? Paul’s conclusion is yes: He 
has been faithful to Israel, and through them’to the Gentiles. God’s unchanging faithfulness 1s 
seen in several ways. | | 

l Through Paul (Rom 9:1-3). God miraculously saved the Jewish zealot Saul (Acts 
9:1-22), who later, as Paul the Apostle, confesses, “I am indeed a Jew” (Acts 22:3). The faith- 
fulness of God to Israel and to the Gentiles is witnessed “in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 9:1) 
through Paul, who is even willing to be “accursed from Christ” (9:3) if by that Israel could be 
saved. | 

2 Through Providence (Rom 9:4, 5). God the Father shows His sovereign care for both 
Israel and the Gentiles through bestowing on them His adoption, glory, covenants, law, ser- 
vice (Gr. latreia, a reference to proper worship) and promises. The gospel itself came to “the 
Jew first” (Rom 1:16) and then to the Gentile. 

3 Through the patriarchs (Rom 9:6-13). God has been faithful to Israel and thus to the 
Gentiles through His servants Abraham (v. 7), Isaac (v: 10), and Jacob (v. 13). As Isaac’s birth 
came by the promise of God (vv. 6-9), so the new birth comes to us by His promise. For just 
as it was possible to be in the nation of Israel but not truly a child of God, so being born into 
a Christian home, church, and culture does not de facto guarantee our faithfulness. We must, 
like Isaac, be born of God’s promise. For the Christian this new birth comes from the watery 
womb of baptism, with the injunction that we grow to serve the Lord with all our heart, 
mind, and strength. | 

4 Through the prophets (Rom 9:14-29). Beginning with Moses (v. 15) and including 
Hosea (vy, 25, 26) and Isaiah (vv. 27-29), the prophets reveal God’s faithfulness in His sover- 
eign mercy and election of His faithful—Jew and Gentile alike. The “potter” has “power 
over the clay” (v: 21) “that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels 
of mercy” (v. 23). 

We therefore conclude that God is faithful to Israel as He is to the Gentiles. But 
we also see that to benefit from His faithfulness to us, we must be faithful to Him. = 



















necatlse they are the seed of Abraham: but, 
“Jn Isaac your seed shall be called.”* "That 


is, those who are the children of the flesh, | 


mese are not the children of God; but the 
children of the promise are counted as the 
seed. *For this is the word of promise: “At 
this time I will come and Sarah shall have 
ason.”* 


And not only this, but when Rebecca 


also had conceived by one man, even by 
our father Isaact !!(for the children not yet 
being born, nor having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand, not of works but of 
Him who calls), '*it was said to her, “The 
older shall serve the younger.”@ !3As it is 
written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I 
have hated.” 


æ God Is Just in His Choice -=> 


“What shall we say then? Is there un- 
righteousness with God? Certainly not!t 
For He says to Moses. “/ will have mercy 
on whomever I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whomever I will have 
compassion.”* '®So then it is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God 
who shows mercy. |For the Scripture says 
to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I may show My 
power in you, and that My name may be de- 
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mercy on whom He wills, and whom He 
wills He hardens. 

19You will say to me then, “Why does He 
still find fault? For who has resisted His 
will?”t 2°But indeed, O man, who are you to 
reply against God? Will the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, “Why have you 
made me like this?” Does not the potter 
have power over the clay, from the same 
lump to make one vessel for honor and an- 
other for dishonor? 

22What if God, wanting to show His 
wrath and to make His power known, en- 
dured with much longsuffering the vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction,t and 
that He might make known the riches of 
His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He 
had prepared beforehand for glory, “teven 
us whom He called, not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles? 

25As He says also in Hosea: 


“T will call them My people, who were 
not My people, 

And her beloved, who was not 
beloved.” 


9:7 2Genesis 21:12 9:94Genesis 18:10, 14 
9:12 Genesis 25:23 9:134Malachi 1:2, 3 
9:15 2®Exodus 33:19 9:17 #Exodus 9:16 
9:25 Hosea 2:23 
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9:10-13 Both Jacob and Esau were born of Isaac and Rebecca, yet only Jacob is considered the seed of 


Abraham, Jacob's position is clearly not the result of mere human | 
the child of the promise. Both Jacob and Esau were called to salvation, 


lineage, but is secured because he is 
for God loves all equally. Esau | 


have hated (v. 13): This does not mean God did not love Esau. Rather, God foresaw the wickedness Esau 
would choose and hated it. Likewise, God foresaw Jacob's faith and obedience and knew Jacob would 


serve His purposes. 


—— 


9:14-18 At Mt. Sinai, some of the idolatrous Jews perished while others survived (Ex 32; 33), though 
God does not explain why He made this distinction. Likewise, Pharaoh opposed God, and thus God used 
is arrogance to accomplish the divine will. The actions of God's will are neither capricious nor vindic- 
tive, but are based in divine mercy and compassion. Even though mankind does not understand the 
basis of God’s decisions (see Is 55:8, 9), we trust His grace and righteousness, upon which our salvation 
rests, 


= 


3:19-21 Man can have no complaint against God's sovereignty any more than clay can question the 
Potter about how he fashions it. When we recognize our standing before God, the objections vanish 
see Job 38:1—42:6). It is not only impossible to answer questions of this kind (vv. 22-24), but it is pre- 
*Umptuous to raise them (JohnChr). 
3:22-24 After first instructing his hearers how presumptuous it is to question God's sovereign will 
(vy, 19-21), Paul nevertheless gives an answer. The proof that God's judgment is based in mercy is 
Own by how long He endured with much longsuffering those who were in rebellion against Him. In 
ner words, God gave his enemies every benefit and every opportunity to repent, though they 
"Served none. In this way, His wrath is justified and the glory He grants believers is complete. Vessels 
b Wrath are unbelieving Jews and rebellious foreign nations (see vv. 14-17). The vessels of mercy are 
“eving Jews and Gentiles. | 
25-29 The OT prophets had foreseen God's sovereignty and man’s salvation in several ways: (1) He 
akes the outcasts (Gentiles) to be His people and sons (wv. 25, 26); (2) He saves only a remnant of the 
ae (w. 27, 28): and (3) He forbears to utterly destroy the unbelieving Jews on account of the faithful 
Nant (v. 29), 
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ROMANS 9:26 _ 





26"And it Shall come to pass in the place 
where it was said to them, 
‘You are not My people,’ 
There they shall be called sons of the 
living God.”8 


“7Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel:@ 


“Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the Sea, 
The remnant will be saved. 
28 For He will finish the work and cut it 
short in righteousness, 
Because the LORD will make a short 
work upon the earth.”® 


29 And as Isaiah said before: 


“Unless the LORD: of Sabaoth? ‘had left us | 
a seed, 

We would have. become like Sodom, | 

And we would have been made like | 

Gomorrah.” | 


æ Israel Pursues Self-Righteousness => | 

What shall we say then? That.Gentiles. | 
who did not pursue righteousness, have at- | 
tained to righteousness, even the righ- 
teousness of faith;t *!but Israel, pursuing 
the law of righteousness, has not attained 
to the law of righteousness: 32Why? | 
Because they did not seek it by faith, but as 
it were, by the works of the law. For they 


stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33As it is 
written: 











and rock of offense, 
And whoever believes on Him will not 
be put to shame.”# 


] Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel? is that they 


may be saved.t 2For I bear them witness 
| that they have a zeal for God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge. For they being ig- 


norant of God’s righteousness, and seeking 
to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
4For Christ is the end of the law for righ- 
teousness to everyone who believes.t 


c God’s Righteousness Is by Faith .= 

*For Moses writes about the righteous- 
ness which is of the law, “The man who 
does those things shall live by them.”@t But 
the righteousness of faith speaks in this 
way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’ ”a (that is, to bring 
Christ down from above) ‘or, “ ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’”® (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it 
Say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 





9:26 "Hosea 1:10 9:27 Isaiah 10:22. 23 

9:28 2NU-Text reads For the LORD will finish the 
work and cut it short upon the earth. aya 
9:29 "Literally, in Hebrew, Hosts »Isaiah 1:9 
9:31 28NU-Text omits of righteousness. 

9:32 aNU-Text reads by works, 9:33 Isaiah 
8:14; 28:16 10:1 NU-Text reads them. l 

10:5 Leviticus 18:5 10:6 ®Deuteronomy 30:12 
10:7 "Deuteronomy 30:13 | 
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9:30-33 The first answer to the question of Jewish unbelief was from God! 


will (vv. 6-29). Here, Paul gives the second 
Gentiles who had been unconcerned with 


been ignorant in their rejection of Christ, 
theirs was more than ignorance, for it was not 
on establishing their own righteousness rather 
words, they trusted in themselves and 
to them. 


10:4 Christ has always been the way of salvation in both testaments. The 


s standpoint: His sovereign 


part of the answer, which is man’s free response: faith. The 


€ righteousness now attain it through faith in Christ: God mer- 
cifully overlooks their former unrighteousness because it was 


contrast, the Jews fail to attain even the righteousness of the 
faith but by works (v. 32). Because they only saw the letter of 
profession of Christ, the Lawgiver, who was to come. Because they sa 
greater than its fulfillment, Christ becomes their stumbling stone (v. 32). 


10:1-3 Paul wishes nothing but good for Israel, but their zeal is not based 


practiced in ignorance (Acts 17:30). By 
law, for they do not pursue the law by 
the law, they missed both its spirit and its 
W the letter of the law as being 


in truth, If they had merely 


then their offense would certainly be pardonable, However, 
that they simply did not know Christ, but they were bent 

than submitting to the righteousness of God. In other 

their works and rejected the way of faith when it was presented 


law prepared people for Him, 


while His coming was the end of the law and the fulfillment of God's righteousness. 


10:5-13 The way of the law and the wa 
has always failed, faith in Christ b 
Faith makes God near to the beli 
body (vv. 9, 10). 





y of faith are contrasted. Whereas mere obedience to the law 
rings salvation. Faith does not doubt (w. 6, 7), but trusts in Christ. 
ever (v. 8). Faith transforms the whole person, heart, soul, mind, and 
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| Say 


| £0 Jesus and His apostles. God's grac 








and in your heart”? (that is, the word of 
faith Which we preach): *that if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and be- 
jeve in your heart that God has raised Him 
rom the dead, you will be saved.t 10For 
with the heart one believes unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. !!For the Scripture 
says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame.”** !?For there is no distinc- 
tion between Jew and Greek, for the same 
Lord over all is rich to all who call upon 
Him. For “whoever calls on the name of 
the LORD Shall be saved.” 


~ Israel Rejects, Gentiles Receive the 
Gospel = 

l4How then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? And «how | 
shall they believe in Him of whom. they | 
have not: heard? And how shall they, hear | 
without a preacher?? “And how shall they | 
| 











preach unless they are sent? As it is writ- 
ten: 
| Es 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who | 
preach the gospel of peace,* 
Who bring glad tidings of good 
things!”> | 


‘6But they have not all obeyed the gospel: 
For Isaiah says, “Lorp, who has believed 
our report?”4 17So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

i ‘But I say, have they not heard? Yes in- 
eed: 


‘Their sound has gone out to all the 
| earth, 
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ROMANS IL:3 


Se a 


of the 


And their words to the ends 
world,”® 





But I say, did Israel not know? First 
Moses says: | 


“I will provoke you to jealousy by those 
__ who are not a nation, 
I will move you to anger by a foolish 
nation.”® 


“9But Isaiah is very bold and Says: 


“I was found by those who did not seek 
Me; | | 

I was made manifest to those who did 
not ask for Me.” | 


21But to Israel he says: 


“All day long I have stretched out My 
hands 
To.a disobedient and contrary people.” 


æ. God Elects a Remnant of Israel -> 

| I say then, has God cast away His 

people? Certainly not! For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of Benjamin.t 2God has not cast away 
His people whom He foreknew. Or do you 
not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, 
how he pleads with God against Israel, say- 
ing, °“LorD, they have killed Your prophets 


10:8 "Deuteronomy 30:14. 10:11 ®Isaiah 28:16 | 
10:13 “Joel 3:5 10:15"®NU-Text omits preach — 
the gospel of peace, Who. Isaiah 52:7; Nahum 
2:1 10:16¢Isaiah 53:1 10:184Psalm 18:5 
10:19 “Deuteronomy 32:21 10:20 Isaiah 65:1 
10:21 "Isaiah 65:2 


10:9, 10 Thi cj nd belief are more than simply mental acknowledgment that something Sue 
true, Rather, this balet tater to placing one’s whole trust in the resurrected Christ and living with Jesus 
ès one's Lord, Only the giving of the whole self to Christ is belief unto righteousness. | 

10:11-13 Belief and confession (w. 9, 10) were both OT themes, Isaiah emphasizing the faith of the 


art (v, 11), and Joel emphasizing the confession of the mouth (v. 


"nd faith are universally offered to all people. 
i421 From 9:1—10:13, Paul left the 
°0 fulfilled His part completely, giving t 
; message throughout all creation; Israel 
Ned to the Gentiles, who heard and believed 
en them the continual sign of fulfilled prophecy. 


10 Jewish unbelief in Christ raises the quest 
Wer is, Certainly not! If He had d 
t y (v. 1), and there is a remnant (v. 
he ught that he alone followed God ( 


he Ness on her own terms through wor 
Ma spirit of stupor (v. 8) as a result O 


13), Both prophets teach that grace 


Jews with no excuse for rejecting the gospel. Paul insists that 
he Jews extraordinary opportunities to come to faith. God sent 
heard but did not believe (vv. 16, 18, 21). Therefore, God 

(vv. 19, 20), The Jews demanded signs, yet God had 


ion of whether or not God cast away His people, The 
one so, not one would have been saved. But Paul himself was being 
5) of Jews who believed. Elijah prefigured . 
w. 2-4). As only a ew eaa Elijah in his day, so only a few 

aves ling, Israe 
s oF ‘i ae oe not through faith in Christ. God has given 
f their refusal to believe, not as the cause of it. 


this remnant when he 


is not willing, for she seeks (v. 7) right- 





ROMANS IL:4 Ei S02 ae EE SER 

and torn down Your altars, and I alone am | what will their acceptance be but life from 

left. and they seek my life”?® 4But what | the dead? 

does the divine response say to him? “I 

have reserved for Myself seven thousand AA God WII Yet Benters ol Behl i o 
l6For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is 


men who have not bowed the knee to IF 
Baal.”® 5Even so then, at this present time | also holy; and if the root ts holy, so are the 
there is a remnant according to the elec- branches.t !7And if some of the branches 

were broken off, and you, being a wild olive 


tion of grace. 6And if by grace, then it is | 
no longer of works; otherwise grace is no | tree, were grafted in among them, and with 
longer grace.’ But if it is of works, it is no | them became a partaker of the root and fat- 


longer grace; otherwise work is no longer | Ness of the olive tree, '8do not boast against 
work. the branches. But if you do boast, remem- 
7What then? Israel has not obtained what | ber that you do not support the root, but 
it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the root supports you. 
the rest were blinded. 8Just as it is written: 19You will say then, “Branches were bro- 
ken off that I might be grafted in.” 2°Well 
said. Because of unbelief they were broken 
off, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
haughty, but fear. 2!For if God did not spare 



















“God has given them a spirit of stupor, 
Eyes that they should not see 
And ears that they should not hear, | 





To this very day.”® | the natural branches, He may not spare you 

| either. 22Therefore consider the goodness 

9And David says: | and severity of God: on those who fell, 
| severity; but toward you, goodness,? if you 

“Let their table become a snare and 4 continue in His goodness. Otherwise you 
trap, -also will be cut off. 22And they also, if they 

A stumbling block and a recompense io do net continue in unbelief, will be grafted 

them. | | in, for God is able to graft them in again. 


107 et their eyes be darkened, so thet they | For if you were cut out of the olive tree 
| do not see, which is wild by nature, and were grafted 
And bow down their back always.”? ‘contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
> Gentiles Are Being Saved => | Tee, NOW amenes be erated into thelr own 

HI say then, have they stumbled that they | zj ; 


ive tree?t 
should fall? Certainly not! But through olivenree: 


faisai . 25For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, sal- | char ; ete $ 
vation has come to the Gentiles.t !2Now if should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 


z tags 4 | should be wise in your own opinion, that 
their fall is riches for the world, and their blindness in part has happened to Israel 
failure riches for the Gentiles, how much antil the full f the Gentiles h 
moretheir fullness] | the fullness of the Gentiles has come 


13For J speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch 
as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, | mag- 
nify my ministry, if by any means I may 
provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh 
and save some of them. !5For if their being | 11:10 «Psalm 68:23, 24 11:22 *NU-Text adds of 
cast away is the reconciling of the world, | God. E 





11:321 Kings 19:10, 14 11;41 Kings 19:18 
11:6 :NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 
11:8 Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 29:10 





11:11-15 Though Israel has stumbled by her refusal to believe in Christ, it is not necessarily inevitable 
that she should fall permanently. The jealousy she feels toward the Gentiles has the potential to lead 
Israel to repentance and faith. Furthermore, Israel's fall has led to the conversion of the Gentiles, thus 
renewing the opportunity for Israel's own salvation, 

11:16-22 Paul addresses the Gentile believers, reminding them not to be puffed up against the Jews, 
for (1) Israel's heritage is holy (v. 16); (2) the Gentiles have been grafted in to an existing tree, and thus 
owe gratitude toward the Jews (wv, 17, 18); and (3) the Gentiles are just as much at risk of falling away 
from grace through unbelief as the Jews (vv. 20, 21). 

11:24 The tree which is wild by nature refers to the pagan and godless ways of the Gentiles before 
their encounter with Christ. The cultivated olive tree refers to the nation of Israel, which had been pre- 
pared for Christ through the law, and the remnant of the Jews that believed in Him. 
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ot 26And so all Israel will be saved,® as it is 











34“For who has known the mind of the 
LORD? 

| Or who has become His counselor?” 

| 35Or who has first given to Him 

And it shall be repaid to him?” 


«The Deliverer will come out of Zion, 
And He will turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob; 
2 For this is My covenant with them, 
When I take away their sins.” 


36For of Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things, to whom be glory for- 
| ever. Amen.t 

Concerning the gospel they are ene- | 
mies for your sake, but concerning the elec- 
tion they are beloved for the sake of the fa- 
thers. 2°For the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable. *°For as you were once dis- 
obedient to God, yet have now obtained 
mercy through their disobedience,t *!even 
so these also have now been disobedient, 
that through the mercy shown you they 
also may obtain mercy. **For God has com- 
mitted them all to disobedience, that He 
might have mercy on all. 


æ. Christian Renewal 7> 

| ) I beseech you therefore, brethren, 

by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reason- 
able service.t 2And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God.t 


= A Life of Unity in the Church 7 


3For I say, through the grace given to me, 
to everyone who is among you, not to think 


a Doxology. to God's Ways -> 

30h, the depth of the riches both of the 

ic, joAga r í a 3 | j = 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How UN- | 11.96 ar delivered _ 11:27 “Isaiah 59:20, 21 
searchable are His judgments and His ways | 1}:34 Isaiah 40:13; Jeremiah 23:18- 11:35 Job 
past finding out! | 41:11 
11:25-27 The mystery which explains the unbelief of so many Jews is that the Gentiles are now being 
united to the remnant of the faithful Jews, and thus this body of believers together form the true ls- 
rael. (In Gal 6:15, 16, St. Paul calls those “in Christ Jesus” the “Israel of God,” which is the Church.) This 
true Israel is not based on biological ancestry but on faithfulness to God's Deliverer, the Messiah. In this 
understanding, all Israel will be saved (v. 26). 
11:30-32 Paul reminds the Gentiles that they have no superiority over the Jews, for both Jew and Gen- 
tile were subject to disobedience, and both receive salvation only through God's mercy. 
11:36 This benediction ends the first part of Romans, which has laid the theological foundation of our 








communion with God in Christ and clarified the relationship between Jew and Gentile in Christ. From 


| Mtella a e 
| one et it is the highest faculty of huma 


A E 


this point forward, Paul uses this doctrinal base to address pastoral issues facing believers in Rome in 
their attempts to live out this faith in daily life. Forever is literally “unto ages of ages.” : 
12:1 See note for 11:36. Service (Gr. latreia, lit. “bow down”) refers to liturgicalservice and is better 
translated “worship” (see 1:9, 25; Heb 9:14). Just as man’s failure to worship God led to his downfall 
(1:20-25), so now true worship is the first expression of mankind's renewal. This true worship is: 

(1) Physical: We are called to present our bodies for worship, meaning both the physical aspect of 
our nature and our whole human nature in general. 
(2) Living: A contrast to the old covenant, under which sacrifices were put to death. Under the new 
venant, to die sacrificially means also to be resurrected. Thus true worship is a living, dynamic expres- 

H of both the believer's faith and the community's pi Wi ie Stes 
3) Holy: i “nart from the world, both in its form and its expression, Worship that is 
scepter, Wer aut a Geer of Heaven (see Is 6:1-7; Heb 8:5) and filled with virtue that 


“*Nscends earthly existence. | AN) | 
(4) Reasonable (Gr. logike): This term means more than “logical.” As Jesus Christ is the Logos of God 
1 1), true worship must be "Logos-like,” which means it must be in Christ and according to Christ 
(see Jn 4:24). True worship is filled with the wisdom and truth of the Son of God, the Word made flesh. 
eas orship and to live according to Christ. 


7 Worship reaso 

nably means both to w 

2 A faithful elati Nship to God changes our relationship to the world. To be conformed to this 

World is to stand for and pursue the world’s values and pleasures. Mind (Gr. nous) here is more than the 


n nature, encompassing the mind and heart. With this faculty 


ees and comprehends God. 
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of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt | 
to each one a measure of faith:t 4For as we 
have many members in one body, but all 
the members do not have the same func- 
tion, °so we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of one 
another. “Having then gifts differing ac- 
cording to the grace that is given to us, let 
us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; ‘or ministry, let us 
use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in- 
teaching; "She who exhorts, in exhortation; 
he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, 
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with 





not avenge yourselves, but rather give 
place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay,”* says the Lord.t 
20Therefore | 


“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

For in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head.” 


_ 21IDo not be overcome by evil; but over- 
come evil with good. 


œ Duties to the State 7- 


| Let every soul be subject to the gov- 
cheerfulness. erning authorities. For there is no 
i l ISOS h Sth it authority except from God, and the author- 
= A Life of Mercy for All Men >... | ities that exist are appointed by God.t 

“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abnor | 2Therefore whoever resists the authority 
what is evil. Cling to what is. good.! Be | resists the ordinance of God, and those 
kindly affectionate to one another with | who resist will bring judgment on them- 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference | selves. 3For rulers are not a terror to good 
to one another; not lagging in:diligence, | works, but to evil. Do you want to be un- 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; !’rejoic- | afraid of the authority? Do what is good, 
ing in hope, patient in tribulation, continu- | and you will have praise from the same. 
ing steadfastly in prayer; distributing te | 4For ne is God’s minister to you for good. 


the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. | But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not 


Bless those who_persecute you; bless | p | ; Sar . 
ae ae, ce ee) Dear the sword in vain; for he ; - 
and do not curse. Rejoice with those who | ister, an avenger to AEE 

rejoice, and weep. with those who weep. loma aE ae 
pee ar , ase who practices evil.t ‘Therefore you must be 
oa pe aie ne ORE ane a ha subject, not only because of wrath but also 
TOBE men things, but | for conscience’ sake.t 6For because of this 
associate with the humble. Do not be wise you also pay taxes, for they are God’s min 
in your own opinion. (a: PEN n S ET 
y DIMON isters attending continually to this very 


'7Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard | p.. x ; 
for good things in the sight of all men. lif | UNE. Render therefore to all their due: 


it is possible, as muchas depends on you, | 
live peaceably with all men. !°Beloved, do 





= 








12:19 "Deuteronomy 32:35 12:20 Proverbs 
125:2 122A | 





12:3-8 We live out our faithful relationship to God in the Church, the bod 
(v. 3), sober thoughts (v. 3), and proper use of spiritual gifts (vv. 4-8). Ministry requires functioning to- 
gether in diversity. The seven gifts mentioned here (vv, 6-8) should not be understood to be exhaustive; 
rather these gifts represent all the infinite gifts God has given to us. ih i 
12:9-16 While a believer is justified by faith (see article, “Justification by Faith” at ch. 5), this faith is 


intimately united to good works, which are genuine expressions of true fai 
j e faith. | : 
be separated. | p Faith and works cannot 


12:19-21 Vengeance is perfect and 
I5 Overcome only by good, which th 
ers are called to emulate. 

13:1-3 To defy the civil government 
thorities. This principle holds true so 


y of Christ, with humility 


righteous judgment, which only God is capable of carrying out. Evil 
e Son of God Himself demonstrated on the Cross and which believ- 


is to defy God, for God works in and through the governing au- 


long as the civil ordinance is not in opposition to God, but 
promotes good works. When civil rulers are in direct oppositi i ust fali l 
(ee Acts 41815.20), ih l pposition to God, the believer must follow God 


13:4 Because the civil government is established by God, St. Paul si ity G ini 

idl | ent , St. Paul calls a civil authority God’s minister. 
He is responsible to protect those who are good and to execute punishment on those who practice evil. 
13:5 Believers are commanded to be subject to civil authorities not only for fear of earthly punishment 


(because of wrath), but because they know that in obevi uthori | vina | 
sonedancal dake) y obeying the authorities, they are obeying God (for 


| 
| 
| 





| 


a 





| 13:9 See Mt 22:39, 40, | 


d 





taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 
whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to 
whom honor. 


= Love of Neighbor «= 


sowe no one anything except to love one | 


another, for he who loves another has ful- 
filled the. law. For. the commandments, 
«you shall not commit adultery,”“ You shall 
not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall 
not bear false witness,”3. “You. shall. not 
covet,”® and if there is any other command- 
ment, are al'summed up in this: saying, 
namely, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”*t Love does.no harm to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment 
of the law. 


«= “The Day” Is at Hand = 


And do this, Knowing the time, that now 
itis high time to awake out of sleep; for 


- now our Salvation is nearer than when we 
first believed. The night is far spent, the | 


day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off 


| the works of darkness. and let us put on the 


armor of light.t 3Let us walk properly, as in 
the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, 
not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and 
envy. 4But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to ful- 
fill its lusts. 


= Christian Liberty in Serving God 7> 
| Receive one who is weak in the 
faith, but not to disputes over doubt- 


| ful things.t 2For one believes he may eat all 
| things, but he who is weak eats only veg: | 
- etables. 3Let not him who eats despise him 
Who does not eat, and let not him who does | 





13:12 The night is life in this world, 
refers to the presence of Christ's Kingdom, 
€ age to come. 


| ih In Orthodox Christianity, there are things that cannot be c 
| | lity. God is gracious and allows divers! 
| “ines and moral teachings. The weak in 


‘IY matters, The two examples of flexible a 

Ai vance of liturgical calendars (v. 5), things w 

9 the Church. In both cases, we are comman 
v 3), 


Tis Passage is read on the eve 
„5 Not on the details of fasting 

| 7-10 Because we are the Lord's, we have 
In q S, Prejudices, or cultural heritage. These t 
hrist, who is our one Lord and Judge. 


13; | 
aah 14:4 This passage is read on the 
aveness Sunday, and on June 24, the 


1545 











of Great Lent, reminding t 
restrictions, but rather on 

no business judging others’ practices based on our own 

hings cause us to lose sight of the fact that we are united 


=[]=< 
sunday before Great Lent, called Cheese Fare Sunday or. 
Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist. 


ROMANS 14:11 


not eat judge him who eats; for God has re- 
ceived him. ‘Who are you to: judge an- 
other’s servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to 
stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
5One person esteems one day above an- 
other; another esteems every day alike. Let 
each be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6He who observes the day, observes it to 
the Lord;4 and he who does not observe the 
day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He 
who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God 
thanks; and he who does not eat, to the 





Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 


"For none of us lives to himself, and no one 
dies to himself.t 8For if we live; we live to 
the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. 


| Therefore, whether we live or die, we are 
the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 


rose’ and lived again, that He might be 
Lord of both the dead and the living. !°But 
why do you judge your brother? Or why do 
you show contempt for your brother? For 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ.21!For it is written: 


“As I live, says the LORD, 3 

Every knee shall bow to Me, | 

And every tongue shall confess to 
God.” 





13:9 ®NU-Text omits “You shall not bear false 
witness.” “Exodus 20:13-15, 17; Deuteronomy 
5:17-19, 21 cLeviticus 19:18 14:6 *NU-Text 
omits the rest of this sentence. 14:9*®NU-Text. 
omits and rose. 14:108NU-Text reads of God. 
14:11 "Isaiah 45:23 





and especially life under the influence of sin and evil. The day 
both in the Church now at hand and fulfilled completely in 


ompromised, and there are areas of flex- 


ty in doubtful things (v. 1), matters not related to essential doc- 
the faith are people who assign primary importance to second- 
reas given here involve food restrictions (v. 2) and the 

hich the weak might try'to use to judge others or to 
ded to give flexibility to others, just as God Himself 


he faithful that the main focus of the sea- 
overcoming passions of the soul (13:14). 








ROMAN S IERE l PeR ‘ 
= Loving Fellow Christians = 

!2So0 then each of us shall give account of 

himself to God. Therefore let us not judge 

one another anymore, but rather resolve 

this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause 


to fall in our brother’s way.t 
l4] know and am convinced by the Lord 


1546 _< Ses 
Himself; but as it is written, “The re- 
proaches of those who reproached You fell 
on Me,” 4For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, that 
we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.t “Now may the 
God of patience and comfort grant you to 
Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; | be like-minded toward one another, accord- 
but to him who considers anything to be un- | ing to Christ Jesus, *that you may with one 
clean, to him it is unclean. !Yet if your | mind and one mouth glorify the God an 
brother is grieved because of your food, you | Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. | 
are no longer walking in love. Do not de-| a Christs | | | yi 
stroy with your food the one for whom dak eeete dale waren Seales 
Christ died. Therefore do not let your good | _ “Therefore receive one another, just as 
be spoken of as evil: Ufor the kingdom of | Christ also received us,* to the glory of 
God is not eating and drinking, but righ- | God. *Now I say that Jesus Christ has be- 
teousness and peace and joy in the Holy | come a servant to the circumcision for the 
Spirit. 18For he who serves Christ in these | truth of God, to confirm the promises made 
things? is acceptable to God and approved | to the fathers, °and that the Gentiles might 
by men. | glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 

\9Therefore let us pursue the things which | ) | 
make for peace and the things by which one “For this reason I will confess to You 
may edify another. 2°Do not destroy the work among the Gentiles, 
of God for the sake of food. All things indeed And sing to Your name.” ®t 
are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats 
with offense. 2!Jt is good neither to eat meat | "And again he says: 
nor drink wine nor do anything by whicn | 
your brother stumbles or is offended or is | “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!” 
made weak.* 2Do you have faith?? Have it to | 
yourself before God. Happy is he who does | 11And again: 
not condemn himself in what he approves.t 
“But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, “Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! 
because he does not eat from faith; for what- Laud Him, all you peoples!” 
ever is not from faith is sin.® = 3 

















: 14:18 ®NU-Text reads this. 14:21aNU-Text 
=. Christian Unity for God’s Glory 7- omits or is offended or is made weak. 

Ji 5 We then who are strong ought to 14:22 ANU TEXT reads ne faith which you 

| i | | nave—nave. a anl- LEXT puts komans 
n oosa with the scruples otthe weai | 16:25-27 here. 15:3 *Psalm 68 103:2. 

ae D ease ourse Ves. et each ot us Text and M-Text read you. 15:942 Samuel 

please his neighbor for his good, leading to | 22:50; Psalm 17:50 15:10 Deuteronomy 32:43 
edification. *For even Christ did not please | 15:11 Psalm 116:1 





14:13-21 A mature conscience in Christ knows that no food is unclean of itself, and also knows it must 
use discretion so as not to be a stumbling block to others. We behave righteously to be (1) acceptable 
to God and (2) approved by men (v. 18). 

14:22, 23 Those who have strong faith can follow their conscience before God and avoid sin. According 
to St. John Chrysostom, those who are weak in faith may sin, not because the action is wrong in itself, 
but because in their hearts they think they are betraying God and proceed anyway. This action is sin 
because it does not come from that person’s faith. 

15:1-3 Bear with does not mean “to put up with,” but rather “to carry together" (see Gal 6:2). It is in 
imitation of Christ, who bore all of humanity's weaknesses, that the strong in faith lovingly and joyfully 
identify with the weaker believers. 

15:4 The bounty of mankind's hope can be found in the Scriptures. It is through the witness of the 
Scriptures that we learn of the patience not only of Israel and the Church, but of God. Likewise, it is 
through the promises, victories, and spiritual struggles recorded in the Scriptures that we find true com- 
fort. 

15:9-12 From the OT Scriptures, Paul demonstrates the unity in Christ between Jew and Gentile that 
was foretold. 
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pand again, Isaiah says: 





“There shall be a root of Jesse: 


And He who shall rise to reign Over the | 


Gentiles, 
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”® 


3Now may the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

= Paul’s Missionary Work to the 
Gentiles = 

Now I myself am confident concerning 
you, my brethren, that you also are full 
of goodness, filled with all knowledge, 


able also to admonish one another.*t | pleased them indeed. and they are their 


Nevertheless, brethren, I have written 
more boldly to you on some points, as re- 
minding you, because of the grace given to 
me by God, !“that I might be a minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the 
gospel of God, that the offering of the 


the Holy Spirit.t '7Therefore I have reason 


pertain to: God. !8For I will not dare to 
speak of any of those things which Christ 
has not accomplished through me, in word 
and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—t 
‘in mighty signs and wonders, by the 
Dower of the Spirit of God, so that from Je- 
rusalem and round about to Illyricum I 
have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
“And so I have made it my aim to preach 
the gospel, not where Christ was named, 


lest I should build on another man’s foun- 


dation,t 21but as it is written: 


‘To whom He was not announced, they 
Shall see; 








= __ ROMANS [5:33 


And those who have not heard shall 
understand,’ 


“a. Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome 7- 


?22For this reason I also have been much 
hindered from coming to you. 22But now no 
longer having a place in these parts, and 
having a great desire these many years to 
come to you, “whenever I journey to Spain, 
I shall come to you. For I hope to see you 
on my journey, and to be helped on my way 
there by you, if first I may enjoy your com- 
pany for a while. But now I am going to 
Jerusalem to minister to the saints. 26For it 


pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia 


to make a certain contribution for the poor 
among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 27It 


debtors. For if the Gentiles have been par- 
takers of their spiritual things, their duty is 
also to minister to them in material things.t 
8Therefore, when I have performed this 
and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go 


i | | by way of you to Spain. 2°But I know that 
Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by | 


when I come to you, I shall come in the full- 


; on | ness of the blessing of the gospel@ of Christ. 
to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which 


-3°Now I beg you, brethren, through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of 
the Spirit, that you strive together with me 
in prayers to God for me, 2!that I may be de- 
livered from those in Judea who do not be- 
lieve, and that my service for Jerusalem 
may be acceptable to the saints, that I 


may come to you with joy by the will of 


God, and may be refreshed together with 
you. Now the God of peace be with you 
all. Amen. 





15:12 Isaiah 11:10 
15:21 “Isaiah 52:15 


15:14 4@M-Text reads others. 
15:24 "NU-Text omits I shall 


-come to you (and joins Spain with the next sen- 


tence). 15:29*®NU-Text omits of the gospel. 


15:14-16 Paul recognizes that his lengthy letter to Rome—a church he did not found—is bold in teach- 
Ng and counsel. He seeks to soften possible offense by expressing confidence in the Romans’ own gifts, 
and by referring to his special commission from God to be the apostle to the Gentiles, including those 
`t Rome (see 1:13-15; Acts 23:11). 1O SERRASIS IN sp J 
216 Minister is literally “liturgist” (Gr. /e/tourgos); ministering is doing the work of a priest. Offering 
Gr, Prosphora) is a reference to the eucharistic liturgy, in which bread is sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
aul Uses this imagery to speak of the Gentiles themselves, who are being offered to God as the Body 
of Christ and are sanctified through that offering, just as the bread is sanctified in the liturgy, 

5:18 The fulfillment of both preaching and faith is righteous works done by those obedient to God. 
15:20-24 Paul's missionary work involved preaching mostly in virgin territories (v. 20). While the Church 
j 'Ome had been flourishing for some time, Spain (v. 24) was unevangelized. 

3:27 The Jewish Christians have passed on to the Gentiles the great gift of the gospel. In return, the 
Sentiles are bound to share their material things with them (1Co 9:11). 
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eGreet one another with a holy kidd. 
The@ churches of Christ greet you. 





w Paul's Personal Greetings = 
] I commend to you Phoebe our sister, 
who is a servant of the church in 
Cenchrea,t 2that you may receive her in the 
Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and 


[a Warning About Divisive Teachers 7. 


l7Now I urge you, brethren, note those 
who cause divisions and offenses, contrary 
to the doctrine which you learned, and 
avoid them.t !*For those who are such do 
not serve our Lord Jesus’ Christ, but their 
| own belly, and by smooth words and flat- 
tering speech deceive the hearts of the sim- 
ple. !9For your obedience has become 
known to all. Therefore I am glad on your 
behalf: but I want you to be wise in what is 
good, and simple concerning evil. #'And the 
God of peace will crush Satan under your 
feet shortly. «| 

The grace of our Lord Jesus. Christ. be 
with you. Amen. | 


assist her in whatever business she has 
need of you; for indeed she has been a 
helper of many and of myself also. 

3Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus,t ‘who risked their 
own necks for my life, to whom not only. I 
give thanks, but also all the churches of the | 
Gentiles. “Likewise greet the church that is 
in their house. 

Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the 
firstfruits of Achaia? to Christ. °Greet Mary, 
who labored much for us.“ 7Greet Andron- 
icus and Junia, my countrymen and my fel- 
low prisoners, who are of note among the 
apostles, who also were in Christ before 
me.t | | . 21Jimothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, 

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. | Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen. greet 
8Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in| you. | 
Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. Greet | . 22], Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet 
Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those | you in the Lord.t 
who are of the household of Aristobulus. | . 23Gaius, my host: and the neh of the 
Greet Herodion, my countryman, Greet | whole church, greets. you. Erastus,’ the 
those who are of the household of | treasurer of the ‘city; greets -you, and 
Narcissus who are in the Lord. Quartus, a brother, 2*The grace of our Lord 

12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who | Jesus Christ be with you-all. Amen.* 
have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloyed 7 | rr | 
a. Benediction = 


Persis, who labored much in the, Lord. Ti nE 

i3Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his 25Now to Him who is able to establish you 
mother and mine. \4Greet Asyncritus, | according to my gospel and the preaching 
Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and 
the brethren who are with them. !°Greet 
Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints who are 
with them. 





BM, Greetings from Paul’s Friends > 


——————————————— Ss 





16:5 4NU-Text reads Asia. 16:11 Or relative 
16:16 ®NU-Text reads All the churches. 

16:18 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit Jesus. 

16:24 aNU-Text omits this verse. 


1 


D = 





16:1, 2 Phoebe was a leading Christian woman who was both a deaconess (servant here is lit. ” “dea- 
coness”) and involved in missionary work. St. John Chrysostom notes that Paul holds her in-the highest 
esteem, as he names her first. “He has added her rank by mentioning her being ‘deaconess, and he 
recognizes “her as being a saint,” | 

16:3 Priscilla and Aquila were a married couple, JENISI business people, and Paul's coworkers (see. 

Acts 18:18, 26). | 

16:7 Prisoners: We know of no imprisonment of Paul | in Corinth, wher Roads was Sikei written. Ac- 
cording to St. John Chrysostom, Paul is not referring to literal imprisonment, but to his subjection to all 
kinds of persecution and afflictions (2Co 6:4-10), | Vie 

16:17-19 Those who serve their own belly are either salfistlipeople or those wha caused divisions over 
dietary rules (see 14:1-6). Simple (Gr, akakos; vv. 18, 19) does not mean unintelligent, but rather inno- 
cent, trusting, and truthful, 


16:22 While Paul is the author of this anini (1: 1), Tertius te it Sonn as Paul's secretary. Paul heh 
quently dictated his epistles to a scribe (1Co 16:21; Col 4:18; aTh 2:17; Phm 19). 

~~ - 
16:6-9 This passage |s read on ie commemorating the dabana 








| 1549 ROMANS 16:27 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revel obedience to the faith— “to God, alone 
tion of the mystery kept secret since the wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for- 

| world begant but n , | ever. Amen.a 

and by the prophetic Scriptures made 

| 


| 16:27 "M-Text puts Romans 16:25-27 after 
commandment of the everlasting God, for Romans 14:23 


an of salvation revealed in Jesus Christ. Obedience to the faith is 
essential for all believers. Before the celebration of the Eucharist, the Creed is recited by all the faithful 
to demonstrate a unity of faith. Forever (v. 27) is literally “unto ages of ages” —a frequent refrain in 
Orthodox prayers and liturgy. sia 
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v Author—St. Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles and the founder of the church at 
Corinth (Acts 18:1—11), is the undisputed author of this epistle. 





eee e—First Corinthians was probably written from Ephesus around AD 55, 
y during Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 19;1—20:1). 

Major Theme— Communion with God versus communion with darkness. We are 
created for communion (Gr. koinonia) with God and with each other. 
Koinonia is concretely experienced in the life of the Church, which 1s the 
Body of Christ and the temple of the Holy Spirit. But communion 1s not 
automatic; we pursue it. And while we may cooperate with evil, we are 
created to cooperate with God and with each other. 





The subthemes of this epistle are found in the sections Paul writes to 
answer specific problems or concerns in the church. 


(1) Factionalism (1:10— 3:23) 

(2) Civil lawsuits (4:1—21; 6:1-8) 

(3) Sexual immorality (5:1—13; 6:9— 7:40) 

(4) Meat sacrificed to idols (8:1—9:27) 

(5) Eucharistic theology and practice (10: a 1:34) 
(6) Spiritual gifts (12:1—14:40) 

(7) Resurrection life (15:1—16;24) 


(Backgrou nd—There were a number of problems in the Corinthian church 
» to which Paul responds in this letter. These problems include: (a) Church 

disunity. Many Corinthian Christians had broken into several factions based 
on improper loyalty to particular Christian leaders (1:12). (b) Doctrinal 
speculations. Erroneous teaching thrived in Corinth, particularly that of the 
gnostic variety. (c) Moral failure. The Corinthian church, free from 
persecution, became spiritually weak and succumbed to the moral failure the 
city was famous for. (d) Dealing with pagan religions. Christians in Corinth 
could not agree about how to respond to idolatry. (e) Self-centeredness and 
spiritual gifts. Corinth was brilliantly endowed with spiritual gifts, perhaps as 
the Holy Spirit’s counter to the hedonism there. But the self-centeredness of 
the gifted ones brought dishonor to God. 
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Ç and 2 Corinthians indicates Paul originally 
wrote two additional letters to the Corinthians which have now been lost: 
one before 1 Corinthians (see 5:9-11) and one between 1 and 2 Corinthians 
(the “sorrowful” letter; see 2Co 2:4-11: 7:8). The problems in Corinth were 
not quickly or easily solved. | 
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I. Introduction (1:1—9) B. The church is apostolic: the Resurrection 

A. Greeting (1:1—3) | (15:1-58) 

B. Thanksgiving for spiritual gifts (1:4-9) IV. Conclusion (16:1—24) 

| IT. Response to Reports Received (1:10— A. Collection for the Jerusalem church 
6:20) (16: 1—4) 

| A.The church is one (1:10—4:21) B. Paul's plans (16:5—12) 
B. The church is holy (5:1—6:20) C. Exhortations, greetings, and benediction 

II]. Response to Questions Asked (7:1—15:58) (16:13-24) | 


A.The church is catholic (7:1—14:40) | 


— 
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for the grace of God which was given to 
you by Christ Jesus,t that you were en- 
riched in everything by Him in all utterance 
and all knowledge, even as the testimony 
of Christ was confirmed in you, ‘so that you 
come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,t 
8who will also confirm you to the end, that 
you may. be blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by 
| whom you were called into the fellowship 
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


æ Reported Contentiousness in the 


‘Grace to you and peace from God our Ghurch 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.t \0Now I plead with you, brethren, by the 


‘l thank my God always concerning you | name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 


| om Greeting > 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother,' 





2To the church of God which is at) 
Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
who in every place call on the name, of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours:t 


ws. Thanksgiving for God’s Grace at 
Corinth 7> 


the will of God, men cannot remove him as some were try- 
18:17 as the ruler of the synagogue at Corinth. Proba- 
records, which also report that Sos- 


1:1 Since Paul is called to be an apostle by 
ng to do. A Sosthenes is also mentioned in Acts s th 
2 this is he: there are stories of his spectacular conversion in early 
tenes became bishop of Caesarea. | ; | 
1:2 Despite di sr disunity, and error among the Corinthians, the apostle still calls them the church of 
pene aut ak saints, those set apart to God. Baptized into Christ, united with Him, this 
lurch by His mercy is one with the faithful everywhere. at $ | 
1:3 Gii is God’s Aol ited unconditional, uncreated love, freely given to those who do not deserve it. 
Peace is our reconciliation with God and with each other, “Peace to you,” found repeatedly in the OT, is 
: ne common everyday greeting then and now throughout the steel kant pae be S yon i vie 
thodox Divine Li ic connected to the reading of the Gospel, the kiss of peace, and the Lord's | 
| fayer. fen aL icciples the gift of peace, which is the presence of the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:27; 
20:19), | 


1:4-9 Though he will later rebuke this church severely, Paul's assurance concent their gifts and call- 
ngis sincere, For God's grace is given to the Church in every place, even in Corinth, 

4 Nothin i $ E uptAblé to God as our thankfulness for His grace, both to us and to others. 
havola! implies that although He is not seen, yet the Lord Jesus Christ is present even now, and 
then shall SAFa ory. The Second Coming of Christ is a main point in Paul's teaching, for then our 
lation will be clearly revealed and fully known, 
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speak the same thing, and that there be no 





Em 


divisions among you, but that you be per- 


fectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment.t !!For it has been de- 
clared to me concerning you, my brethren, 
by those of Chloe’s household, that there 
are contentions among you.t !2Now I say 
this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or 
“I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I 
am of Christ.”t 


=. The Sacrament of Unity: Baptism => 
i3]5 Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 


you? Or were you baptized in the name of | 


Paul?t 
~= The Message of Unity: Exaltation of 
the Cross => 
14] thank God that I baptized none of you 
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did not send me to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of no ef- 
fect.1 

\8For the message of the cross is foolish- 
ness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of 
God.t# 19For it is written: 


“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And bring to nothing the understanding 
of the prudent.” 


20Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the disputer of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? 2!For since, in the wisdom of God, 


| the world through wisdom did not know 


except Crispus and Gaius,t '5lest anyone | God, it pleased God through the foolish- 


should say that I had baptized in my own 
name:t 16Yes: I also baptized the household 
of Stephanas. Besides;-I do not. Know 
whether I baptized any other. !’For ‘Christ 











ness of the message preached to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews request a sign, and 





] 


| 1:19 Isaiah 29:14 


a Č 


1:10 Here for the first time Paul rebukes the Corinthians, pleading with them in the name of the Lord 


to put away divisions and maintain unity in the church. , 
1:11 Chloe was a prominent women who hosted the Corinthian church in her home and who faithfully 


reported these contentions to Paul. 


1:12 Apollos was a learned Jew from Alexandria, Egypt, “mighty in the Scriptures” (Acts 18:24). Origi- 
nally a follower of “the baptism of John” (Acts 18:25), he was taught more fully about Christ by Priscilla 
and Aquila at Ephesus, and he later preached’at Corinth, where some saw him as a rival to'Paul. Tradi- 
tion tells us Apollos became the’ first bishop of Crete (see Tts 3:13). Paul makes it plain that he and 
Apollos are partners in apostolic work and that Apollos would not approve of the factionalism in 


Corinth (3:4-6; 4:6; 16:12). 


1:13 Is Christ divided? Or is the Church? The answer to all questions in this passage is no. One can leave 
the Church, but not divide it! Factionalism, however, brings great harm to the Church, for it seeks to 
give to the apostle a place only Christ should occupy (w. 13-17). Many looked upon the apostles as 
teachers of philosophy rather than preachers of the Cross (1:18—2:5). The factious do not accept true 
wisdom, which is bestowed by the Spirit (2:6—3:4), and they misrepresent the apostles as rivals to each 
other rather than as fellow workers with Christ-(3:5=23). | 

1:14 Crispus had been the ruler of the synagogue at Corinth (Acts 18:8). Converted through the preach- 
ing of Paul, then baptized, he was apparently succeeded as ruler by Sosthenes (Acts 18:17). Gaius was a 
resident of Corinth with whom Paul was staying when he wrote the Epistle to the Romans (Rom 16:23). 
The third epistle of John (see 3Jn 1) seems to have been directed to this same Gaius. 

1:15-17 Paul's denial does not degrade baptism; he is simply emphasizing that baptizing is not his pri- 
mary role. As an apostle, Paul's primary job is to preach the gospel (v. 17), teaching those seeking God 
to be baptized, The one who performs a baptism is God's instrument, the convert's loyalty must be to 


God alone. 


1:17-25 Wisdom of words (v. 17) refers especially to philosophical thought and rhetorical devices. Such 
human wisdom by itself does not promote salvation or an understanding of how God works in the 


world and what He wishes us to do. 


1:18 Why is the message of the cross . . . foolishness to unbelievers? “It is a mark of them that perish 
not to recognize the things which lead to salvation” (JohnChr). We who bear witness to Christ must not 
be discouraged when those outside of Him mock, for so did once even Paul himself. Being saved, pres- 
ent tense, refers to the process by which the Cross transforms us with the power of God, 


= 





1:18—2:2 This passage is read at, Vespers of Great and Holy Friday, the Friday before Pascha (Easter). 
1:18-24 This passage Is read on September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. 














creeks seek after wisdom;t 23but we preach 
christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
plock and to the Greeks® foolishness, 24but 
tọ those Who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.t “Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men. 

6For you see your Calling, brethren, that 
not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called. 
“But God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and 





God has chosen the weak things of the 


world to put to shame the things which are 
mighty; sand the base things of the world 
and the things which are despised God has 


chosen, and the things which are not, to. 


bring to nothing the things that are.t 2%that 


no flesh should glory in His presence. *°But | 


of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who be- 
came for us wisdom from God—and righ- 
teousness and sanctification and redemp- 


tion— *!that, as it is written, “He who glo- | 


ries, let him.glory in the Lorp.” 


And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
= did not come with excellence of speech 
or of wisdom declaring to you the testi- 
mony* of God. 2For I determined not to 


know anything among you except Jesus | 
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4And my speech and my preaching were 
not with persuasive words of human? wis- 
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power,t 5that your faith should not be in 


the wisdom of men but in the power of 


God. 


= Understanding Unity: Wisdom of the 
| Spirit 7> | 
‘However, we speak wisdom among those 
who.are mature, yet not the wisdom of this 
age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are 
coming to nothing.t 7But we speak the wis- 
dom of God in.a mystery, the hidden wis- 


dom which God ordained before the ages 


for.our glory; which none of the rulers of 

this age knew: for had they known, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory.t 
*But as itis written: | | 


“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him.”t 


But God has revealed them to us through 


His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, 


1:23 2NU-Text reads Gentiles. 1:31 Jeremiah 


Christ and Him crucified. 3I was with you in 


< an| 9:23. 2:LaNU-Text reads mystery. 2:43NU- 
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. | 


Text omits human. 2:9 "Isaiah 64:4 


1:22 To those who request a sign, the-Church offers one: the Cross! The Cross is to be adored, for wher- 
Ever the sign may be, there Jesus will be. 50 | 
1:24 Since Christ is the power and wisdom of God the Father—the brightness of the Father's glory 
(Heb 1:3), the substantial and perfect Image of the invisible God—where He is, there is the uncreated and 
*aVINg grace of God, His Cross restores man to immortality and stirs up desire for the things of heaven. 
1:28 The base things of the world are “those persons who are considered 'to be nothing because of 
ae great insignificance” (JohnChr). There is no such thing as a “no-account” Christian (v. 27; 

‘9). fort | 


24, 5 Great preaching is not with “swelling words” (2Pt 2:18) but with (1) the anointing of the Holy 

Pirit and (2) the dynamic of God's power. JENTI ey 

oon The mature (Gr, te/eio/) are the “spiritual” (Gr. pneumatiko/) of v. 15. Mystery here is the gospel 

NE Kingdom (see Rom 16:25; Eph 3:3, 4, 9; 6:19; Col 4:3; 1Ti 3:9, 16), which neither angels nor any 
cole creature knew before it was revealed by Christ, even though the Incarnation of the Son was God's 
nN from eternity for transforming creation. Moreover, that Gospel is hidden from those who perish 
~© 4:3), Those who will not believe do not grasp what isiclear to the faithful. Wier: 

H The Lord of glory demonstrates that the dignity and honor of Jesus is that of God the Father Him- 
(Ex 24:16-1 8). The incarnate Son of God, who clothes Himself “with light as with a garment" — 

103:2), stood naked before human judges, receiving blows from hands which He had formed, The 

f of Glory, the Son of the Father, was crucified in His humanity (Acts 2:36), They crucified God! 

th Paul seems to have collected phrases from several passages (Is 52:15; 64:3; 65:17; Jer 3:16; WSir 1:10), 
this may have come from an early hymn. bi p 
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ves, the deep things of God.t For what | and not with solid food; for until now you 
man knows the things of a man except the | were not able to receive it, and even now 
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so | you are still not able; ‘for you are still car- 
no one knows the things of God except the | nal. For where there are envy, strife, and di- 
Spirit of God. !2Now we have received, not | visions among you, are you not carnal and 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is | behaving like mere men? ‘For when one 
from God, that we might know the things | says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of 
that have been freely given to us by God.t | Apollos,” are you not carnal? 

\8These things we also speak, not in| =. wisdom in the Apostolic Ministry 7> 
words which man’s wisdom teaches but | ,, ay 
which the Holy@ Spirit teaches, comparing | | "Who then is © aul, and who is Apollos, 

ic ane Kiss am t mi -s through whom you believed, 
spiritual things with spiritual. “But the nat- | PU ieee i o A one? él planted 
ural man does not receive the things of the a sp on eG T hee A ae 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to | POTS watered: put ee Por : Eora] 
him: nor can he know them, because they Tease So then neither he who plants Is 
are spiritually discerned. But he who is ad pea he we water ui F Ír we 
spiritual judges all things, yet iethimselftis | Sives {he NTR AS a te ay one wall 
rightly judged by no one. !*For “who has ne Who Waters are onp an o By Bh 
known the mind of the Lorp that he may TANEYE Dee eee a Coring Suis 
eo PET BUN We nave the mind of | “oF; we are God’s fellow workers; you 

rist. | are God’s field, you are God’s building.t 
0A ccordi : | hic 

And I, brethren, could not speak to you ACCOMM ns prace OL GOT Wane: 

as to spiritual people but as to carnai, | | 
as to babes in Christ.t 2I fed you with milk | 2:184NU-Text omits Holy. 2:16 Isaiah 40:13 


2:10—3:4 We come to know God's wisdom through the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit knows the 
things of God (v. 11), just as the spirit of the man knows what is in man. Note Paul’s threefold classifi- 
cation of humanity: 

(1) The natural man (lit. “soulish”; v. 14) is one not yet joined to Christ, unenlightened and unregen- 
erate. For such people, divine things appear to be foolishness because they inquire into divine things by 
human and natural reasoning rather than receiving these by faith. 

(2) The spiritual man (2:15) is filled with the Holy Spirit given at chrismation and is maturing in his 
knowledge of Christ. 

(3) The carnal man (lit. “fleshly”; 3:1) is the person who, while in the Church, has his mind set on 
earthly things, still trying to satisfy personal wants and selfish desires. 

We reveal our spiritual condition by our relationships with other Christians. The lesson is plain: 
Growth in our fellowship with God demands living in the overcoming strength of the Holy Spirit, who 
brings unity to the Church and great victory over petty, egocentric squabblings. 

2:12-15 Enlightenment from God in itself is beyond all words, and even beyond evaluation by other 
men (v. 15). Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit speaks through spiritual people words that truly reflect the 
unspeakable knowledge of faith. This language of faith in turn leads spiritually minded people to know 
God better, although it baffles the natural man (v. 14). 

2:16 The mind of Christ is enlightenment by the Holy Spirit (v. 10), He brings those chrismated into 
communion with Christ and others of like mind in His Body, the Church. The mind of Christ, then, is not 
private but is given to all: it is the mind of the Church. 

3:1-4 Note the gospel was first communicated through the spoken word of the apostles. Since God 
inspires both oral (apostolic preaching) and written (scriptural) communication of His Word, oral and 
written Tradition form a seamless whole. 

3:6-17 The Church is an organic whole: it is (1) planted (vv. 6-9), (2) a building (vv. 9-11), (3) a tem- 
ple (vv. 16, 17). In vv. 16, 17 you is plural and refers to the whole Church. One who would break this 
unity would desecrate a sacred place. 

3:9 Fellow workers (Gr. synergol) refers to the biblical concept of synergism, shown here by the way the 
apostles work together with God in carrying out the ministry, So too, we as God's fellow workers coop- 
erate with Him to do His will. By this cooperation or synergy with God, we do not mean a working to- 
gether of equals, or a so-called fifty-fifty arrangement, Rather we mean that He is the Lord, and we His 
servants are called to participate obediently in His work. 
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‘yen to me, as a Wise master builder I have 
aid the foundation, and another builds on 
it, But let each one take heed how he builds 
on it. |!For no other foundation can anyone 
ay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
christ. "Now if anyone builds on this foun- 
gation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, Seach one’s work will be- 
come Clear; for the Day will declare it, be- 
cause it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 
will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 
uif anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. If any- 
one’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 
hut he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 

6Do you not know that you are the tem- 
ple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 





in you? "If anyone defiles the temple of | 


, God will destroy him. For the iple | | 
God, Go estroy him. kor the temple of you may be puffed up on behalf of one 


against the other.t 7For who makes you dif- 


of God is holy, which tempie you are. 


a Wisdom in Christ’s Church -=> 
Let no one deceive himself. If anyone 
among you seems to be wise in this age, let 
him become a foo! that he may become 
wise.t 19For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, “He 
catches the wise in their own craftiness”? 


“and again, “The Lorp knows the thoughts | 


of the wise, that they are futile.”* 
Therefore let no one boast in men, For all 
things are yours:t 22whether Paul. or 
Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or 
death, or things present. or things to 
come—all are- yours. And you are 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 
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~ Wisdom in Spiritual Fatherhood -7> 


Let a man so consider us, as servants 

of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 
of God. 2Moreover it is required in stewards 
that one be found faithful. 3But with me it is 
a very small thing that I should be judged 
by you or by a human court. In fact, I do 
not even judge myself.t 4For I know of noth- 





ing against myself, yet I am not justified by 


this; but He who judges me is the Lord. 
STherefore judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord comes, who will both bring 


| to light the hidden things of darkness and 


reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each 
one’s praise will come from God. 

6Now these things, brethren, I have figu- 
ratively transferred to myself and Apollos 
for your sakes, that you may learn in us not 
to think beyond what is written, that none 


fer from another? And what do you have 
that you did not receive? Now if you did in- 
deed receive it, why do you boast as if you 
had not received it?* | 

8You are already full! You are already 
rich! You have reigned as kings without 
us—and indeed I could wish you did reign, 
that we also might reign with you! For I 
think that God has displayed us, the apos- 
tles, last, as men condemned to death; for 
we have been made a spectacle to the 


3:19°Job 5:13 .3:202Psalm 93:11 4:3 Literally 
day 


3:18-20 The wisdom of this world (v. 19) is attractive and reasonable, and on the surface appears to 
be true. But such earthly wisdom denies God and leads us away from Him—not to fulfillment, but to 
death. True wisdom and life are found only in Christ, in our total abandonment to the love of God and 


neighbor. 


3:21-23 Yours and you here are plural. They refer not to the individual but to the corporate Church. 
The Church possesses the whole, all things, because the Church is the Body of Christ—His perfect and 
Glorified humanity—and Christ is God. Individual opinion in doctrine and private interpretation of Scrip- 
lure that stand apart from those of the Church, or outside of apostolic tradition, are marks of worldly 


Wisdom. 


43 Here as in 2:15 judge (Gr. anakrinein) is difficult to render in English. Anakrinein is comparable to 
the investigation that takes place before and during a trial and preceding judgment; krinein (v. 5; 

7:1), to rendering of a verdict. Many Corinthians prejudged Paul as an unfaithful steward; some de- 
nied his apostolic authority (see Introduction to 2 Corinthians). For Paul it is improper for them, or even 
or himself, to prejudge his life, for Christ is the Judge. | 

6 In the expression, beyond what is written, most likely Paul refers to the whole OT, reminding the 
Corinthians that all Scripture urges us not to be proud or contentious. Puffed up in Greek suggests the 
‘Wollen inflammation around an infected wound; it may be rendered “arrogant” (vv. 18, 19; 5:2), 

7 Paul directs a series of sharp questions to the Corinthians to deflate their pride. Nothing justifies 


think: | | 
hinking ourselves better than or above anyone else. 
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world, both to angels and to men. “We are 
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in 
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! 
You are distinguished, but we are dishon- 
ored!* UTo the present hour we both 
hunger and thirst, and we are poorly 
clothed, and beaten, and homeless. !4And 


we labor, working: with our own hands. | 


Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, 
we endure;t Bbeing defamed, we entreat. 
We have been made as the filth of the 
world, the offscouring of all things until 
now. : | 

- =a. Appeal and Warning => 

l4] do not write these things to shame 
you, but as my beloved children I warn 
you.t !5For though you might have ten thou- 
sand instructors in Christ, yet you do not 
have many fathers; for.in Christ Jesus | 
have begotten you through the gospel. 
léTherefore I urge you, imitate me. lFor 
this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who 
is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, 


who will remind you of my ways in Christ, | 


as | teach everywhere in every church. 


l8Now some are puffed up, as though I | 


were not coming to you.t !°But I will come 


to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will 
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know, not the word of those who are puffed 
up, but the power. 2°For the kingdom of God 
is not in word but in power. 2! What do you 
want? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in 
love and a spirit of gentleness? 


~ Incest: The Church Must Be Pure 7> 
~ It is actually reported that there is sex- 
ual immorality among you, and such 
sexual immorality as is not even named? 
among the Gentiles—that a man has his fa- 
ther’s wife!t 2And you are puffed up, and 
have not rather mourned, that he who has 
done this deed might be taken away from 
among you.t, 3For I. indeed, as absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already 
judged (as though I were present) him who 
has so done this deed. 4In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered 
together, along with my-spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ,t ®5deliver 
such a one to Satan for the destruction of 
| the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus:4t 

| ®Your glorying is not ‘good. Do you not 
| know that a little leaven leavens the whole 





| 5:1 8NU-Text omits named. 5:5 4NU-Text omits 
Jesus. - 5:7 *NU-Text omits for us. 





4:10 Irony and sarcasm are bitter medicine; and Paul uses them here (vv. 8-13) with full force. The 
three parallel statements we are fools, we are weak, we are dishonored are heaped upon each other in 
a stinging series. The relative comfort of the Corinthian Christians is contrasted with the persecuted, 
poverty-stricken and uncertain life of the apostles (vv. 11-13; see Mk.6:4; 9:35; 10:31). 

4:12, 13 The apostles have endured all kinds of humiliation, being treated as filth! and instead of fight- 
ing back have responded with love toward their persecutors—all for the joy of serving Christ and recon- 


ciling the world to God. 


4:14-16 Paul soothes the soreness of his rebuke by reminding them of his fatherhood (see the note on 
Mt 23:9, 10). As in a family, so in the Church, maturing children need parental guidance. The apostle to 
the Gentiles—thus to. most Christians—writes imitate me because he imitates Christ (11:1). | 
4:18-20 Paul will soon visit Corinth and face those who prejudge him to see if any power (Gr. dunamis) 
lies behind their word, Citizenship in the kingdom of God, discovered in the Church, does not consist in 
mere talk, but is manifested in a growing life of grace. 

9:1 Sexual immorality (Gr. porneia, from which we get “pornography") originally meant prostitution, -~ 
later immorality in general.. In this case of incest, his father’s wife is not the man's own mother, but a 
stepmother, Even so, this sin is grievous among Jews and Gentiles alike. 


5:2 The Greek word for mourned (pentheo) is also used in the Septuagint to refer to (1) grieving for 
the dead, and (2) sorrow over unrepentant sinners (see Neh 8:9; Is 24:4; Dan 10:2; Am 8:8). Taken away 
from among you refers to excommunication. | | rset 
5:4 My spirit (Gr. pneuma) is Paul's human spirit, which is being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
5:5 In the Church there is protection from the destructive power of Satan (Mt 16:18). This protection is 
here removed through excommunication in the hope that, having experienced the difference between 
God's rule and Satan's, this offender may repent and in the end be saved. The flesh (Gr. sarx) is not syn- 
onymous with “body” (Gr, soma; see v, 3). Paul is calling for the destruction not of the body but rather 
of the lusts of the flesh. | i | i | | 
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4:9-16 This passage is read for the commemoration of apostles, 
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mp?! "Therefore purge out the old leaven, 
hat you may be ainew lump, since you 
puly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our 
passover, was sacrificed for us.* 8Therefore 
t us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
nor with the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness, but with the unleavened bread of sin- 
cerity and truth. : 

3] wrote to you in my epistle not to keep 
company with sexually immoral people.t 





Yet I certainly did not mean with the sex- | 


ually immoral people of this world, or with 
the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, 
since then you would need to-go out of the 
world. !!But now I have written to you not 
to keep company with anyone named a 
brother, who is Sexually immoral, or cov- 
etous, OF -an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to 
eat with such a- person. | 

For what have |-to do with judging 
those. also. who are outside?. Do you. not 
judge those who. are inside?t But those 
who are outside Gad judges. Therefore “put 
away from yourselves- -the evil person.” 


w Lawsuits: The Church Has 
| Discernment > © 

Dare any of you, having a matter 

against another, go to law before the 
unrighteous, and not before the saints?t 
‘Do-you not know that the saints will judge 
the world? And if the world will be judged 
by you, are you unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters?t 2Do you not know that 


1557 


| our God.t 





5:13 =Deuteronomy 17:7!°19-19; 22:21, 24; 24:7 


| _ | CORINTHIANS 6:12 
we Shall judge angels? How much more, 
things that pertain to this life? 4If then you 
have judgments concerning things pertain- 
ing to this life, do you appoint those who 
are least esteemed by the church to judge? 
3I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there 
is not a wise man among you, not even one, 


| who will be able to judge between his 


brethren? °But brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers! 

‘Now therefore, it is already an utter fail- 
ure for you that you go to law against one 
another. Why do you not rather accept 
wrong? Why do you not rather let your- 
selves be cheated?t 8No, you yourselves do 
wrong and cheat, and you do these things 
to your brethren! 9Do you not Know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit the king- 
dom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 


inor homosexuals,* nor sodomites,t nor 


thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom ‘of God: And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but..you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 


æi Immorality: The Church Is a Temple -= 
LAI things are lawful for me, but all 


things are not helpful. All things are lawful 
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6:9 eThat is; 'catamites  - | 


5:6-8 The Israelites were to. remove the leaven (v. 7) from their houses in preparation for Passover 

Ex 12:1-30), the remembrance of their freedom’ from! Pharaoh's bondage. Christ, crucified and risen, is 
our Paschal lamb; our Passover. United to Him in baptism, our life becomes an unending deliverance 
from evil: Since our life in Christ includes keeping the feast (v. 8), Passover fulfilled in Eucharist, the old 
leaven of malice and wickedness must be continually removed from us personally and corporately. 

5:9 My epistle to which Paul refers is apparently lost: There is evidence Paul wrote letters which were 


lost and not incorporated in the NT canon (see Col 4:16), | — 
3:12, 13 Those... who aré outside is an ‘ancient Semitic expression for those outside the community of 


Sod (see WSir, Prologue; Mk 4:14; Col 4:5) 1Th:4:12; 171 3:7). ib : 7 
6:1 Before the unrighteous refers to judges of secular courts at Corinth. Paul asks, why seek justice be- 
‘re the unjust and not before the saints, their fellow Christians? This is the biblical basis for church 


Ourts, 


f 3 Saints will judge the world (v. 2) and angels (v. 3) because in Christ, Christians share in His au- 


hority to judge (see Mt 19:28; Jn 5:22, 27; 2Pt 2:4; Jude 6; Rev 20:4). This being so, how much more are 


We able to judge the everyday concerns of this life (v, 3)? | i 
‘7 Love of litigation is a love of greed, hatred, and retaliation. Christians ought to be possessed of 


JNerosity mercy, 


and forgiveness. To let yourselves be cheated is to turn the other cheek (see Mt 5:39). 


6:9, 10 As to those who will not inherit the kingdom of God, see 15:50; Gal 5:19-21; Eph 5:5; Rev 21:7, 


8 22:45 


614 Salvation includes being washed in Holy Baptism, sanctified through the giving of the Holy Spirit 


IN the 
W oil 


A of chrismation, and justi 
Can b 
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fied through our faith, Such were some of you shows that in Christ 
e set free from the very worst of sins (see vv, 8-10), 


for me, but I will not be brought under the 
power of any.t4 !3Foods for the stomach 
and the stomach for foods, but God will de- 
stroy both it and them. Now the body is not 
for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body.t And God both 
raised up the Lord and will also raise us up 
by His power. 

15Dọ you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them mem- 
bers of a harlot? Certainly not! Or do you 
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is 
one body with her? For “the two,” He says, 
“shall become one flesh.”® "But he who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him: 

l8Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a 
man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his 
own body. Or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own?t 20For you were bought 
at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body? and in your spirit, which are God's. 
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-—= Concerning Marriage -= 


Now concerning the things of which 
you wrote to me: 

It is good for a:man not to touch a 

woman.t 2Nevertheless, because of sexual 
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immorality, let each man have his own 
wife, and let each woman have her own 
husband. ‘Let the husband render to his 
wife the affection due her, and likewise 
also the wife to her husband. *The wife 
does not have authority over her own 
body, but the husband does. And likewise 
the husband does not have authority over 
his own body, but the wife does.t Do not 
deprive one another except with consent 
for a time, that you may give yourselves to 
fasting and prayer; and come together 
again so that Satan does not tempt you be- 
cause of your lack of self-control.t But I 
say this as a concession, not as a com- 
mandment. 7For I wish that all men were 
even as I myself. But each one has his own 
gift from God, one in this manner and an- 
other in that. 

8But I say to the unmarried and to the 
widows: It is good for them if they remain 
even as I am;t %but if they cannot exercise 
self-control, let them marry. For it is better 
to marry than to burn with passion. 

lONow to the married I command, yet not 
I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from 
her husband. !!But even if she does depart, 


let her remain unmarried or be reconciled 


6:16 Genesis 2:24 6:20 2NU-Text ends the 
verse at body. , 


6:12 All things are lawful for me may be a statement Paul made in Corinth sometime earlier (perhaps 
regarding the Mosaic cleanliness code) which the libertines took out of context as their slogan. The 
apostle sets the record straight: without discipline and discernment through obedience to Christ, free- 


dom from law is slavery to sin. 


6:13 The libertines in Corinth—as some do today—argued that illicit sex (adultery and fornication) is as 
necessary for the body as eating, and both are irrelevant to the spiritual life. Paul contends the body 
belongs to God, and everything is relevant to the spiritual life. Therefore, dealing with sin means con- 
trolling our bodies. This is why in the Orthodox Church abstinence from foods is the first discipline of 
the Fast, which also includes prayer and charitable giving. 

6:15 When Paul calls our bodies members of Christ (see 12:12; Rom 6:13; 12:4, 5), he is reminding us of 
our union with Christ in baptism (see Rom 6:3-10). Fornication is therefore a sin to be fled in horror, for it 
joins Christ to harlots. “We have many improper wishes, but we must repress them, for we can” (iohnChr). 
6:19 Temple here refers to the individual Christian as a dwelling place of the Spirit. 

7:1 Paul's personal preference is for celibacy, but he knows this is a "gift trom God” (v. 7) that is not 


given to all. 


7:4 The mutuality of marriage, the equality of commitment, that Paul enjoins here is unprecedented in 
his era. Speaking of husband and wife, St. John Chrysostom teaches neither “is master of himself... 


they are servants to each other.” 


7:5 While periodic ascetic practices, including temporary abstinence from sexual relations for the sake 
of prayer, are good, sexual abstinence by married people for other reasons and at other times is usually 


unwise. 


7:8, 9 It is wise to consider marriage rather than to insist upon the virtue of chastity and fight a losing 


battle against sexual passion, 
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6:12-20 This passage is read on the third Sunday before Great Lent, called the Sunday of the Prodigal 


Son. 


ee 


band is not to di- 





wo her husband. And a hus 
vorce his wife.t 
But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any 


prother has a wife who does not believe, | 


and she is willing to live with him, let him 
not divorce her. And a woman who has a 
husband who does not believe, if he is will- 
ing to live with her, let her not divorce him. 
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 
by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
sanctified by the husband; otherwise your 
children would be unclean, but now they 
are holy.t But if the unbeliever departs, let 
him depart; a brother or a sister is not 
under bondage in such cases. But God has 
called us to peace. '*For how do you know, 


0 wife, whether you will save your hus- | 
band? Or how do you know, O husband, | 


whether you will save your wife? 

7But as God has distributed to each one, 
as the Lord has called each one, so let him 
walk. And so I ordain in all the churches.t 
iWas anyone callea while circumcised? Let 
him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone 
called while uncircumcised? Let him not- be 
circumcised. !%Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the 
commandments of God is what matters. 


“Let each one remain in the same calling in | | ord, thi 
¿may be holy both in body and in spirit. But 


which he was called. 2! Were you called while 
aslave? Do not be concerned about it; but if 
you can be made free, rather use it. For he 
who is called in the Lord while a slave is the 
Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is called 


while free is Christ’s slave. You were | 


bought at a price; do not become slaves of 
men. 4Brethren, let each one remain with 
God in that state in which he was called. 


w. Concerning Virginity > 
Now concerning virgins: I have no com- 
Mandment from the Lord; yet I give judg- 


D 
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ment as one whom the Lord in His mercy 
has made trustworthy. 21 suppose there- 
fore that this is good because of the present 
distress—that it is good for a man to re- 
main as he is:t 27Are you bound to a wife? 
Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed 
from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28But even 
if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if 
a virgin marries, she has not sinned. 
Nevertheless such will have trouble in the 
flesh, but I would spare you. | 

29But this I say, brethren, the time is 





Short, so that from now on even those 


who have wives should be as though they 
had none,t 30those who weep as though 
they did not weep, those who rejoice as 
though they did not rejoice, those who 
buy as though they did not possess, and 
those who use this world as not misusing 
it. For the form of this world is passing 
away. 7 | 

32But I want you to be without care. He 
who is unmarried cares for the things of 
the Lord—how he may please the Lord. 


But he who is married cares about the 
_ things of the world—how he may please his 


wife. 34There isa a difference between a 
wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman 
cares about the things of the Lord, that she 


she who is married cares about the things 
of the world—how she may please her hus- 
band. And this I say for your own profit, 
not that I may put a leash on you, but for 
what is proper, and that you may serve the 
Lord without distraction. 

36But if any man thinks he is behaving 
improperly toward his virgin, if she is past 
the flower of youth, and thus it must be, let 
him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let 





7:34 °M-Text adds also. 


TA ifa Christi tay together, the two alternatives are to remain unmarried, that is, 

istian couple cannot stay tog u = , 
*€parated, or be asec Divorce is hated by God (Mal 2:16), a last measure, a great calamity. Paul 
Orbids remarriage while the first spouse is still living (v. 39). 


“14 In Judaism the family was joined to t 
5 holy if either spouse is a believer (see als 


he covenant through the father. But in the Church, the family 
o 2Ti 1:5). This does not mean that all are saved, but all are 


‘Hected by the faith of a Christian spouse. The family is a spiritual unit: if one member is a Christian, 


“e whole family is set apart by God's grace. 
(28 When the Lord has called (v. 17) us 
Ab 18, 19) or our occupations (vv. 20-2 
“Vorced (vy, 25-28)—though Paul's counsel 
Tandments of God is what matters (V. 19). 

| : The present distress probably refers to t 


into His salvation, we do not change our ethnic identity 
3), and we certainly do not rush out and get married or 
is a preferred option, not a command. Keeping the com- 


he trials and tribulations of life just before the glorious 


“ming of Christ, which Paul perceived as imminent (vv. 29-33). 


35 Paul expects an imminent end o 


in th: 
N this age—without being Irrespons! 


ba 


f this age. The time /s short; it is better to minimize obligations 
ble—in order to be prepared for the age to come. 
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them marry.t °7Nevertheless he who stands 
steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, 
but has power over his own will, and has 
so determined in his heart that he will 
keep his virgin,’ does well. 3850 then he 
who gives her® in marriage does well, but 
he who does not give her in marriage does 


better. 








= Concerning Widowhood 7> 
39A wife is bound by law as long as her 


6O 


husband lives; but if her husband dies, she | 


is at liberty to be married to whom she 
wishes, only in the Lord.t 4°But she is hap- 
pier if she remains as she Is, according. to 
my judgment—and I think I also have the 


Spirit of God. 

==. Love Reigns Over Knowledge = 

Now concerning things. offered. to 

idols: We know that we all have knowl- 
edge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 
2And if anyone thinks that he knows any- 
thing, he knows nothing yet as he ought to 
know. 3But if anyone loves God, this one is 
known by Him. 

4Therefore concerning the eating of 

things offered to idols; we know that an 
idol is nothing in the world, and that there 
is no other God but one.t °For-even if there 
are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on 
earth (as there are. many gods and many 
lords), ®yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, of whom are all things, and we for 
Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through 


whom are all things, and through whom we | 


live.t 
/However, there is not in everyone that 


knowledge; for some, with consciousness | 








| 
| 
| 






of the idol; i antil now pén it as a jahing of- 
fered to an idol; and their conscience, being 
weak, is defiled. But food does not com- 
mend us to God; for neither if we eat are we 
the better, nor if we do not eat are we the 
worse. 

IBut beware lest somehow this liberty of 
yours become a stumbling block to those 
who are weak. !°For if anyone sees you who 
have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, 
will not the conscience of him who is weak 
be emboldened to eat those things offered 
to idols? And because of your knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for whom 
Christ died? '2But when you thus sin 
against the brethren, and wound their 
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 
Therefore, if food makes my brother 
stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I 
make my brother stumble. 


<. A Good Example: Paul’s Rights -=> 
Am I.not an apostle? Am I not free? 
Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? 
Are you not my work in the Lord?t 2If lam 
notan apostle to others, yet doubtless [am 
to you. For you are the seal of my apostle- 
ship in the Lord.t 
3My defense to those who examine me is 
this: 4Do we have no right to eat and drink? 
5Do we have no right to take along a believ- 
ing wife, as do also the other apostles, the 
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? ®Or is it 
only Barnabas and I who have no right to 


‘refrain from working? 7Who ever goes to 


war at his own expense? Who plants a vine- 





7:37°Or virgin daughter 7:38®NU-Text reads. 
his own virgin. 





7:36-38 It is not clear whether any man is the father or the fiance of the virgin, but in any case the 


option of her marriage is left open. 
7:39, 40 Though Paul once again recommends the unmarried state, he affirms the Kalnes of marriage 


and gives the widow a choice: to be married , 
remain as she is (v, 40). 


. in the Lord (v. 39), that is to another Christian, or to 


8:4-13 Throughout the Roman Empire, animals were enorifi cen to pagan “gods” at t feasts and public 
occasions. Part of each offering was used in a ceremonial meal or went to the donor; the remainder 
was often sold in public meat markets. Christians had a dilemma. Should they eat meat that-had been 
offered before idols? The Jews had prohibitions, but the Christians believed an idol is nothing, Paul 
answers they are correct in principle (v. 8), but they must think about other people’s consciences » 

(vv. 9, 10). Love of God and of fellow Christians compels Paul not to eat such meat (v. 13). 
8:6 Of whom and through whom do not speak of the divine nature, but of the celatlonsnip of the Fa». 


ther and the Son to us, 


9:1 Paul’s apostleship is under attack; in this chapter he defends it, 
9:2 The effectiveness of the clergy is certified by the spiritual condition of the sheep: i 


— 





———————_—_— OOOO 


8:8—9:2 This passage is read on the second Sunday before Great Lent, called Meat Fare Sunday, © OF-24 


Sunday of the Last Judgment. 








tends a flock and does not drink of the milk 
of the flock? | SAAR mae 
spo Isay these things as a mere man? Or 


does not the law say the same’ also? "For it | 


is written in the law of Moses, “You shall 
not muzzle an Ox while it treads out the 
orain.”@ Is it oxen God is concerned about? 
Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? 
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that 
he who plows should plow:in hope, and he 
who threshes in hope should be partaker of 
his hope. If we have sown spiritual things 
for you, is it-a great thing if we reap your 
material things?t If others aré partakers of 
this right over you; are we not even: more? 
Nevertheless we have not used this right, 
but endure -all things lest we hinder the 
gospel of Christ. !$Do you not know. that 
those who minister the: holy things eat of 
the things of the temple, and those who 
serve at the altar partake of the offerings of 
the altar? “Even so the°Lord has’ com- 
manded that those’ who preach tħe gospel 
should live from the gospel. > | 


æ Paul’s Obligations 7- Bris 

But Lhave used none of these things, nor 
have I written these things that it should be 
done so to me: for it would. be better for me 
to die than that anyone should make my 
boasting void. !6For if I preach the gospel, | 
fave nothing to boast of, for necessity is 
laid upon me: yes, woe is me if I do not 


Dreach the gospel! !7For if I do this willingly,. 


ave a reward; but if against my ,will, J 
have been entrusted with a stewardship. 
“What is my reward then? That, when 1 
Dreach the gospel, I may present the gospel 
of Christe without, charge, that I may, not 
abuse my authority in the gospel. 





eas ie Ae Se 
yard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who. 


19:22 *"NU-Text omits as. 


3:11 Clergy must be given material support to be free to sow spiritual things. God saw to this under 


_L CORINTHIANS 10:3 


lFor though Iam free from all men; I have 
made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win the more; 2°and to the Jews I became 
as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those 
who are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might win those who are under the 
law; 2'to those who. are without. law, as 
without law (not being without law toward 
God; but under law toward Christ), that I 
might win. those whovare without law; 22to 
the weak I became as? weak, that I might 
win the weak. I have become: all things to 
all men, that T mightoby all. means save 
some. *3Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, 
that. I may be partaker of it with you. | 





æ Paul’s Spiritual Discipline => 

24Do. you not know that those who run in 
a race all run, but.one receives. the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may, obtain it,t 
-oAnd everyone who competes for the prize 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain. a perishable crown, but we for an 
imperishable crown. 2°Therefore I run thus: 
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as 
one who beats the air. But I discipline my 
body., and. bring it into subjection, lest, 
when I have preached to others, I myself 
Should become disqualified. eee 


= A Bad Example: Israel’s Apostasy == 


if Moreover, brethren, I do not want 
J you to be unaware that all our fa- 
thers were under the cloud, all passed 


through the sea,t@ 2all were baptized into 


Moses in the cloud, and in the sea,* 3all-ate 





9:9. °Deuteronomy 25:4 - 9:18 :NU-Text omits of 


Christ. 9:20*NU-Text adds though not being 
myself under the law 9:218NU-Text reads ' 
God's law, »NU-Text reads Christ’s law.’ 





i € Old Covenant (vv, 8, 9), and Paul implies that most Christian pastors are similarly supported 
W, 5, 6). 


3:24-27 Using contemporary terms from the sports of running (vv. 24, 25) and boxing (w. 26, 27), Paul 


ân to exercise faith and enter the Kingdom, 


Co| 


1 Paul often uses | do not want you to be unaware or a simil 
2:1; 1Th 4:13) to introduce a matter vital to the Christian faith, |, Wart 


shows the proper use of ascetic practices in the life of faith. They are valuable not in themselves, but for 
| he sake of the goal of salvation. As training prepares an athlete, so spiritual discipline prepares a Chris- 


re.ora similar formula (Rom 11:25; 12:1) 2Co 1:8; o l 


"2-4 Israel's liberation from Egypt by Moses prefigures our liberation from sin by Christ. The cloud is. 


With 





Manity; and the spiritual drink, of Christ's blood, Jesus Himself linked these events of the Passover... , 
the Eucharist when He established it (Mt 26;17-29), vi- | nt nor af 
| < — [|] nx 





27 This passaae is read on January 5, the Eve of the Feast of Theophany. | ty 
10:1 This eae is read on January 5, the Eve of the Feast of Theophany. | : 


I CORINTHIANS I 10:4 





the same spiritual food, dand all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. "But with most of them 


God was not well pleased, for their bodies | 


were scattered in the wilderness.t 

‘Now these things became our examples, 
to the intent that we should not lust after 
evil things as they also lusted.t 7And do not 
become idolaters as were some of them. As 
it is written, “Jhe people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play.” 8Nor let us 
commit sexual immorality, as some of them 
did, and in one day twenty-three thousand 
fell; 9nor let us tempt Christ, as some of 


them also tempted, and were destroyed by | 


serpents: nor complain, as some of them 
also complained, and were destroyed by 


the destroyer. ''Now alla these things hap- | 


pened to them as examples, and they were 
written for our admonition. upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come. 

i2Therefore let him who thinks he stands 


take heed lest he fall. 'SNo temptation has | 


overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be 
able to bear it. : 


-—=. Worship Is Sacramental -= 


l4Therefore, my beloved, flee from idola- 
try. 5I speak as to wise men; judge for 





| 10:7 2Exodus 32:6 





yourselves what T Say. 7 16The cup of biesbitig 
which we bless, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ?t The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body 
of Christ? "For we, though many, are one 
bread and one body; for we all partake of 
that one bread. 

i8QObserve Israel after the flesh: Are not 
those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of 
the altar?t 19What am I saying then? That 
an idol is anything, or what is offered to 
idols is anything?t 2°Rather, that the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice 
to demons and not to God, and I do not 
want you to have fellowship with demons. 
21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and 
the cup of demons; you cannot partake of 
the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. 
220r do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? 
Are we stronger than He? 


œ. Offend No Man, Glorify God -7> 


231] things are lawful for me,? but not all 
things are helpful; all things are lawful for 
me.> but not all things edify.t Let no one 
seek his own, but each one the other’s well- 
being. 

25Fat whatever is sold in the meat mar- 
ket, asking no questions for conscience’ 
sake:t 26for “the earth is the LORD'S, and all 


its fullness”? 





10:11 2NU-Text omits all. 
10:23 2NU-Text omits for me. "NU-Text omits for 
me. 10:264Psalm 23:1 





10:5-8 In spite of her baptism in the Red Sea (v. 2) and her pital eating and drinking (vv. 3, 4), Is- 


rael still fell into idolatry and sexual immorality. 


10:6 The lessons of the OT, here those surrounding the Passover (vv. 1-5), are examples for us, that we 


might not repeat the same mistakes. 


10:16, 17 The English word communion (Gr. koinonia) is the correct translation; the alternative, “fel- 
lowship,” is too weak. For at Communion, at the Eucharist, there is a real participation in the body and 
blood of Christ. Just as Christ’s human body is united to Him, so we are united to Him. As many grains 
become one loaf, those who take this communion become one in Christ. 

10:18 Israel after the flesh is the Israel of Judaism as contrasted to the true Israel, which is the Church, 


the Israel of God (see Gal 6:16). 


10:19-22 All worship is sacramental, even false worship. To genuinely offer a sacrifice is to unite spiritu- 
ally with the object of that offering. An idol (v. 19) by itself is nothing, but behind them lurk demons 

(v. 20) waiting for someone to partake of them. The Christian offering is the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. We are not to engage in any worship contrary to or in competition with the Eucharist of Christ. 
10:23, 24 Christians are obligated to obey only one law: the law of Christ, the law of love. This obli- 
gates us to what is helpful (v. 23) and edifying to the other's well-being (v. 24). We therefore continu- 


ally seek the good of others in every way. 


10:25-33 Since God created everything, everything is clean (v. 26), even what was once used in idola- 
trous worship (vv. 25, 27), However, offending a fellow Christian in nonessential matters breaks the law 
of love, the bond of unity (vv. 28-30). If we say that it affects no one but ourselves, yet we must do 
what is to the glory of God (v. 31), or else we offend God. The salvation of all is more important than 
the rights of the individual (v. 33). A right is never inalienable if it alienates us from others. Note that 


Paul assumes Christians say a prayer at meals (v. 30). 


re - i Bai -rr a — Ë 















vites you to dinner, and you desire to go, 
pat whatever 1s set before you, asking no 
question for conscience’ sake. **But if any- 
one says to you, “This was offered to idols,” 
do not eat it for the sake of the one who 
‘old you, and for conscience’ sake;? for “the 
earth is the LORD'S, and all its fullness.” 
Conscience,” I say, not your own, but that 
of the other. For why is my liberty judged 

- pyanother man’s conscience? *°But if I par- 
‘ake with thanks, why am I evil spoken of 
for the food over which I give thanks? 


31Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or | 


whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
XGive no offense, either to the Jews or to 
the Greeks or to the church of God, 33just as 
|also please all men in all things, not seek- 


ing my own profit, but the profit of many, | 


| that they may be saved 
| Imitate me, just as I also imitate 

Christ. 

~ The Conduct of Women => 

2Now I praise you, brethren, that you re- 

member me in all things and keep the tra- 
ditions just as I delivered them to you.t 
But I want you to know that the head of 
every man is Christ, the head of woman Is 
| man, and the head of Christ is God. 4Every 
man praying or prophesying, having his 
head covered, dishonors his head. °But 
_ €very woman who prays or prophesies with 
her head uncovered dishonors her head, for 
that is one and the same as if her head were 
shaved, 6For if a woman is not covered, let 
her also be shorn, But if it is shameful for a 
woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be 
“Overed, 7For a man indeed ought not to 


flory of God; but woman is the glory of 
man, For man is not from woman, but 


12 Remember is primarily a word o! 
1 their corporate prayers. Delivered ( i 
N. Keep the traditions refers to obedi 





truction, 











aten, For divisions (v. 18, Gr. $ 

v 19, pone and indivisible, Paul 
; ) faithful are shown to be trustworthy. 

20-22 The agape meal held before or after t 


Wae | 
or 'ntended to build and unify the co 


Gogi, however, they experience drunk 
š love (Gr, agape) but self-love. 


~~ of any of those who do not believe in- 


tover his head, since he is the image and 
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I CORINTHIANS 11:23 








woman from man. 9Nor was man created 
for the woman, but woman for the man. 


10For this reason the woman ought to have 


a symbol of authority on her head, because 
of the angels. !'!Nevertheless, neither is 
man independent of woman, nor woman 
independent of man, in the Lord. !2For as 
woman came from man, even so man also 


comes through woman; but all things are 


from God. 
l3Judge among yourselves. Is it proper 
for a woman to pray to God with her head 


uncovered? '4Does not even nature itself 


teach you that if a man has long hair, it isa 
dishonor to him? But if a woman has long 
hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given 
to her? for a covering. '*But if anyone 
seems to be contentious, we have no such 
custom, nor do the churches of God. 


æ. Unity at the Eucharist -> 

ITNow in giving these instructions I do 
not praise you, since you come together not 
for the better but for the worse.t !8For first 
of all, when you come together as a church, 
I hear that there are divisions among you, 
and in part I believe it. !9For there must also 
be factions among you, that those who are 
approved may be recognized among you. 
20Therefore when you come together in one 
place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper.t 
21For in eating, each one takes his own sup- 
per ahead of others; and one is hungry and 
another is drunk. 22What! Do you not have 
houses to eat and drink in? Or do you de- 
spise the church of God and shame those 
who have nothing? What shall I say to you? 
Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise 
you. 

23For I received from the Lord that which 
I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus 


10:28 ®*NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 
bPsalm 23:1 11:15°M-Text omits to her. 


f liturgical prayer: The Corinthians constantly pray for their apostle 
Gr. paredoka) refers to the passing on of authentic apostolic tradi- 
ence to what has been delivered—God-given oral tradition, 

om Which Paul taught. He makes no distinction between the authority of his written and his oral in- 


1:17 ete Laem he Church, they reveal th ld, not 
‘#19 When t s come together (v. 17) as the Church, they reveal the wor'd, n 
hen the Corintoan chismata) and factions (v. 19, Gr. haireseis) are contrary to the Church, 


finds only one good thing in this ungodly disorder: God's approved 


he Lord’s Supper (see vv. 33, 34; also 2Pt 2:13; Jude 12), 
mmunity in Christ. It gave the rich opportunity to serve the poor, 
t—an ancient potluck supper, When the Corinthians come to- 
enness and gluttony, not Christ and His Body, manifesting not 





sss THE EUCHARIS leaea 


P 4 “For [received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on 
Pii the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks 
(UG [Gr. encharistesas|, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for 
j Seas } Aran U meta amen ly hid Foe ; tae : ETIN | | 
‘you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after sup- 

à per, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink 1, 
in remembrance of Me” (1Co 11:23-25). Sie 

With these words—quoting the words of Christ in Luke 22:19, 20—St. Paul instructs the 
Corinthians concerning the Eucharist, the giying of thanks. Some two thousand years after Je- 
sus gave Himself “for the life of the world” (Jn 6:51), there are in Christendom at least three 
different interpretations of His words. + | 

For the first thousand years of Christian history, when the Church 
divided, the holy gifts of the Body and Blood of Christ were received as just that: His Body 
and Blood. The Church confessed this was a mystery: The bread is truly His Body, that which 
is in the cup is truly His Blood, but one:cannot say ow they become so. 

The éleventh and twelfth centuries brought on the scholastic era, the Age of Reason in 
the West. The Roman‘Church, which had become separated from the Orthodox Church in 
1054, was pressed by the rationalists to define ow the transformation occurs. They answered 
with the word transubstantiation, méaning a change of substance. The elements are no longer 
bread and wine; they are physically changed into flesh and blood. The sacrament, which only 
faith can comprehend, was subjected to a philosophical definition. This second view was un- 
known in the ancient Church. | l 

Not surprisingly, one.of the points of disagreement between Rome and the sixteenth- 
century reformers was) this issue. of transubstantiation. Unable to accept this explanation of the 
sacrament, the radical reformers; who were rationalists themselyes, took up the opposite point 
of view: the gifts are nothing but bread and wine, period. They only represent Christ’s Body 
and Blood; they have no spiritual reality. This third, symbol-only view helps explains the infre- 
quency with which some Protestants partake of the Eucharist. 

What do the Scriptures teach concerning the Eucharist? 

l Jesus said, “This is My body . . . this is My blood” (Lk 22:19, 20). He never says these 
gifts merely symbolize His Body and Blood. Critics have charged that Jesus also said of Him- 
self, “I am the door” (Jn 10:7), and He certainly is not'a seven-foot wooden plank. The flaw 
in that argument is obvious: at no time has the Church ever believed He was a literal door. 
But she has always believed the consecrated gifts of bread and wine are truly His Body and 
Blood. P sd i Fe or | 

2. In the New Testament, those who receive Christ’s Body and Blood unworthily are said 
to bring condemnation upon themselves. “For this reason many are weak and sick among you, 
and many sleep” (literally, “are dead”; 1Co 11 :30). A mere symbol, a quarterly reminder, 
could hardly have the power to cause sickness and death! | 

3 Historically, from New Testament days on, the central act of worship, the very 
apex of spiritual sacrifice, took place “on the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread” (Acts 20:7). The Eucharist has always been that 
supreme act of thanksgiving and praise to God in His Church, ., 


| | 


was visibly one and un- 











e 


a the same night in which He 





was be- 


raved took bread;t *4and when He had 


given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, 
eat;@ this is My body which is broken? for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25[n 
the same manner He also took the cup 
after supper, Saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

26For as often as you eat this’ bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim: the-Lord’s 
death till He comes. 


Therefore whoever eats this bread or 


drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of the body and 
blood@ of the Lord.t 28But let a man exam- 
ine himself, and so Jet him eat of the bread 


sittings HOSE A See 
judged, we 
we may not be condemned with the world. 


___ | CORINTHIANS 12:4 
are chastened by the Lord, that 





"Therefore; my brethren, when you 


come together to eat, wait for one another.t 
“But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at 


home, lest you come together for judgment. 


And the rest I will set in order when I come. 


l 


“i Spiritual Gifts -> 
) Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
- brethren, I do not want you to be ig- 
norant:t 2You know that you were Gentiles, 
carried away to these dumb idols, however 
you were led.t Therefore I make known to 
you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 
God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can 
say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 


Spirit.t | 


and drink of the cup.’ “For he who eats and ‘There are.diversities of gifts, but the same 


drinks in an unworthy manner eats and | 
drinks judgment to himself, not discerning 

the Lord’s® body.t “For this reason many | omits aL ton 

are weak and sick among you, and many | Boker’) R27 NU- Tex! and M Tat read she 
sleep. 3lFor'if we would judge ourselves, we | manner. /NU-Text omits Lord’s. 12:2aNU-Text 
would not be judged.? But when we are | and M-Text.add when. | 


11:24 4NU-Text omits Take, eat. "NU-Text omits 


11:23-26 Received (Gr. parelabon) and delivered (v. 23) refer to the transmission of Holy Tradition. 
These words were part of the eucharistic celebration in the first century just as they are today. Remem- 
brance (vv. 24, 25; Gr. anamnesis) is far more than thinking back about something; It is participation in 
it In the Eucharist we participate in Christ's human nature, His body and His blood. The Jews were per- 
mitted to eat meat but not blood, for the life is in the blood (Lv 17:11), and life belongs to God. Now 
the Israel of God, the Church, breaks this fast and feasts, as it were, by eating Christ's body and drinking 
His blood in the Divine Liturgy. We proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes (v. 26), for we presently cele- 
brate the Eucharist in Christ's invisible presence, though one day we will feast'with Him face to face in 
His Kingdom. DUG SIM TE 
11:27 To receive Christ's body and blood in an unworthy manner means coming to Him with hidden 
immorality (6:18-20), disunity (v. 18), doctrinal heresy (v. 19), or disorder (vv, 21, 22), failing to see the 
gifts of God as holy things for holy people. Ney at a | Sree 
11:28 We pre e Eucharist by examining ourselves. This includes confessing our sins ¢ 
reconciled Bade site in the ramer of repentance (Mt 5:23-26). In the Orthodox Church this 
Confession before God is done in the presence of a priest, who visibly represents Christ (Mt 16:19; | 
18:18-20; Jn 20:23), and in general prayers of confession. Being “worthy does not mean being sinless, 
ut being cleansed. It is not legalism but commitment ? sas in Mien ae before see : } 
11:29, 3¢ is SUC sr in the body and blood of Christ communicated to us in the eating an 
inking of vg baat P3456) that to da so in willful disregard of the Lord could result in sickness 
ànd even death, ami uss i 
11:31, tiaan promise is that if we judge ourselves we will not be condemned with the world (v. 32). 
11:33, 34 The agape meal, connected to the Eucharist, was conducted with the same dignity as the 
Ucharist. While the Corinthian church ate before Communion and present-day Orthodox Christians 
“st, the spirit of their eating was the same as our fasting: preparation, asi | 
KA The Corinthians were ignorant not of the spiritual gifts but of how they were to be used in service 
God ei 


12:2 | i al and led into error. For not all gifts are from the Holy Spirit. . 
iid posaiblerto gar eth speaking evil prophecies through the religious ecstasies of their 
Priests (see Acts 16:16), Religious ecstasy or enthusiasm Is no proof of spirituality. og api 
“3 The sign of ha Holy Spirit speaking is when Christians say from the baled Pa TENOS Ay 
We sa reed sincerely at the Divine Liturgy, for example, we are gitte | . 
do AH the Nicene Creed sincerely A “bined $ 





I CORINTHIANS 12:5 


Spirit.t >There are differences of ministries, 
but the same Lord. ®And there are diversi- 
ties of activities, but it is the same God who 
works all in all. 7But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to each one for the profit 
of all:t 8for to one is given the word of wis- 
dom through the Spirit, to another the 
word of knowledge through the same 
Spirit,t %to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healings by the same? 
Spirit, lto another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another discerning 
of spirits, to another different kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to each 
one individually as He wills. 
12For as the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, so also ts 
Christ.t 13For by one Spirit we were all Dap- 
tized into one body—whether Jews. or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have ail 
been made to drink into? one Spirit. !¢For in 
fact the body is not one member but many.’ 
15]f the foot should say, “Because | am not 
a hand. I am not of the body,’ is it therefore 
not of the body? !®And if the ear should Say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I am not of the 
body,” is it therefore not of the body? If 
the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, 
where would be the smelling? !8But now 
God has set the members, each one of 
them, in the body just as He pleased. And 
if they were all one member, where would 
the body be? 





=— 





20But now indeed there are many mem- 
bers, yet one body. 2!And the eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; 
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 
need of you.” 22No, much rather, those 
members of the body which seem to be 
weaker are necessary. And those mem- 
bers of the body which we think to be less 
honorable, on these we bestow greater 
honor: and our unpresentable parts have 
greater modesty, 24but our presentable 
parts have no need. But God composed 
the body, having given greater honor to 
that part which lacks it, that there 
| should be no schism in the body, but that 
the members should have the same care 
| for one another. 26And if one member suf- 
| fers, all the members suffer with it; or if 
| one member is honored, all the members 
rejoice with it.? | 
< Love, Superior to Gifts -7 
27Now you are the body of Christ, and 
members individually.2 28And God has ap- 
pointed these in the church: first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, ad- 
ministrations, varieties of tongues.t 2%Are 
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? ““Do 
all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret? 3!But earnestly 
desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a 
more excellent way. 





12:9 ®NU-Text reads one. 12:13 2NU-Text omits 
into. 12:31 4NU-Text reads greater. 


12:4-6 Every true gift and ministry in the Church manifests the Holy Trinity: the Spirit (v. 4), the Son, 
the Lord (v. 5) Jesus Christ, and the Father, God (v: 6). While the working out of our chrismation is pri- 
marily the grace of the Holy Spirit, it is the work of the Trinity as well. Note there are diversities or dif- 
ferences of gifts and activities; no two Christians are alike. | 

12:7 The purpose of spiritual gifts is the growth of the whole Church. “A charism is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit given for the benefit of others. But no person possesses all the gifts” (BasilG). 

12:8-10 This list of nine gifts is not exhaustive (see 14:1-5; Rom 12:6-8; Eph 4:7-12). 

12:12, 13 Paul here moves from the gifts in the Church to the members of the one body of Christ. Note 


how the many members are to work as one. 


12:14-18 A remarkable passage that leaves no room for a spiritual inferiority complex (see also 

vv. 22-24). Every member of Christ's body is important to the overall life and work of the Church. 

12:26 There is no such thing as an “individual” Christian, Being “knit together in love” (Col 2:2), we are 
called in Christ to suffer together, be honored together, and rejoice together. 

12:28-31 There is a hierarchy of honor in the Church of the NT as there is in the Church today. The 
apostolic work, that of the bishop, sets the pace for all the rest. When the oversight is in order, the rest 
of the Church is free to function at the optimal level. But even with all the gifts in place and operative, 
there is something more excellent (v. 31). It is the love of God, the true sign of the presence of the Holy 


Spirit. 
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12:27—13:8 This passage is read on days commemorating unmercenary healers. 
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Though I speak with the 
| 3 men and of angels, b 
jove, I have become sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal.t And though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understand all myster- 
es and all Knowledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.t 3And though | 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned.: but 
have not love, it profits me nothing t 
‘Love suffers long and is kind; love does 
not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up;t does not behave rudely, does 
not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 





tongues 


_ evil; ĉdoes not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 


in the truth; ‘bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
‘Love never fails. But whether there are 





ut have not | 


__| CORINTHIANS 14:3 


know in part and we prophesy in part. !°But 
when that which is perfect has come, then 
that which is in part will be done away. 
''When I was a child, I spoke as a child, | 
understood as a child, I thought as a child; 





| but when I became a man, I put away child- 


ish things.t !2For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 


Part, but then I shall know just as I also am 
| known. 


'3And now abide faith, hope, love, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 


æ Prophecy, Superior to Tongues s> 


l 4 Pursue love, and desire spiritual 
| . gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.t ?For he who speaks in a tongue 


| does not speak to men but to God, for no one 


understands him; however, in the spirit he 


ee ee | Fe ee L E COT y Saw al 


_ prophecies, they will fail; whether there are , 
tongues, they will-cease; whether there is 13:3 «NU-Text reads so I may boast. 14:5 NU- 
Knowledge, it will vanish away.t 9For we | Text reads and. 
13:1 St. Basil the Great teaches there are three reasons, all biblical and all God-given, that people fol- 
low the Lord: (1) fear (Pr 1:7); (2) obedience, a recognition that because He is God we must follow Him 
(Acts 5:29); and (3) love (1Jn 4:19). And while we must aim to do all things out of love, we also must 
not cease fearing God and obeying Him. To a church preoccupied with tongues, Paul teaches the ulti- 
mate gift: love. | 


13:2 Love outshines prophecy and all faith. It is of far greater value than the miraculous ability to re- 
move mountains. | 

13:3 Jesus urges us to “give to the poor” (Mt 19:21) and to lay down our lives for others (Jn 15:13). But 
even such a selfless act done without love profits us nothing. 

13:4-8 How do we know we are acting with love (v. 4)? This passage gives specific characteristics of love: 
(1) it suffers long, is patient (1Th 5:14); (2) it is kind, gentle, especially with those who hurt (Eph 4:32); 

(3) it does not envy, is not jealous of what others have (Pr 23:17); (4) it does not parade itself, put itself 
on display (Jn 3:30); (5) it is not puffed up, arrogant, proud (Gal 6:3); (6) it does not act rudely, brashly, 
Mean-spiritedly, insulting others (Ecc 5:2); (7) it does not seek its own way, act pushy (10:24); (8) it is not 
Provoked or angered (Pr 19:11); (9) it thinks no evil, does not keep score on others (Heb 10:17); (10) it . 
'ējoices not in iniquity, takes no pleasure when others fall into sin (Mk 3:5); (11) it rejoices in the truth, is 
joyful when righteousness prevails (2Jn 4); (12) it bears all things, handles the burdensome (Gal 6:2); 

_ 13) it believes all things, trusts in God no matter what (Pr 3:5); (14) it hopes all things, keeps looking up, 

| does not despair (Php 3:13); (15) it endures all things, “puts up with everything” (JohnChr), does not wear 
Out (Gal 6:9): (16) it never fails. The only thing love cannot do is fail (16:14). 
| 

| 

| 


speaks mysteries.t 3But he who prophesies 








m 


i | ry and i r this 
13:8-1; - e Spirit, wonderful as they are, are temporary and incomplete. They are for t 
marge, Mies be aati (v. 11). But love continues into the age to come: it is eternal, complete, 
and fulfilling. the me i 
13:11 The Scriptures differentiate between being dependent on God, or childlike (Mt 18:3), and being 
‘hildish or immature 
14:1 W ire the gifts of the Spirit, but pursue the love of God. St. John Chrysostom 
| nce ee ror cas o writes. “Make every effort" to retain her. To find this love one 
‘Strains him iy ot off until he lay hold of it.” slite Sehi 
14:2 E artu avae R t about one who speaks in a tongue? Historically, God judged the 
ide cb, rela tk : en dite) dividing their unity by confusing their language. At Pentecost 
| Sel a : re f A RRd was confusion of tongues because of the boldness of the tower builders.“ 
| then de U a J the infidels.” But at Pentecost, “the Spirit of Christ illuminated the fishermen. 
abel 2 aren ‘sien of tongues.” At Pentecost, “the vision of tongues has been renewed. In 
the Church Bi; ie NT the gift of tongues is last on the ates ae He Hh bh hae Mi 
E (i yie id BAN Ag bihal o speaks (v. 4), an cult to understand (vv. 11, 14). 
| mar ily for the edification of the one who speaks (v. 4) 


— John Chrysostom concludes that tongues are “neither altogether useless, nor very profitable." 





comfort to men. He who speaks in a 
tongue edifies himself, but he who prophe- 
sies edifies the church. 5I wish you all 
spoke with tongues, but even more that you 
prophesied; for? he who prophesies is 
greater than he who speaks with tongues, 
unless indeed he interprets, that the church 
may receive edification. 

6But now, brethren, if I come to you speak- 
ing with tongues, what shall I profit you un- 
less I speak to you either by revelation, by 
knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 
7Even things without life, whether flute or 
harp, when they make a sound, unless they 
make a distinction in the sounds, how will it 


more than you all; yet in the church | 
would rather speak five words with my un- 
derstanding, that I may teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
20Brethren, do not be children in under- 


standing; however, in malice be babes, but 


in understanding be mature. 
21In the law it is written: 


“With men of other tongues and other 
-aps | 
I will speak to this people; 
And yet, for all that, they will not hear 
Me,” | 


be known what is piped or played? ŝFor if vat 
the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, Who | 2Therefore tongues are for a’sign, not to 
will prepare for battle? “So likewise you, ufi- | those who believe but to unbelievers; but 
= E ar by SE eee words set tO | prophesying is not for unbelievers but for 
ee TA s 5 see Ne i $ ane uh Si _ those who believe.t 2°Therefore if the whole 
a ihere a: a ae te ere aes ape Z | church comes together in one place, and all 
me AEE aT eee ote es “speak with tongues, and there come in 

languages in the world, and none of them is- j ra i 
without significance. !!Therefore, if I do not Ose WRO are uninformed or unbelievers, 
know the meaning of the language, I shall wie they nol sayi Wal you jare ronin ou 
be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he mina, “But if all prophesy, and an unbe- 
hia eak lhe ao reener tome EVEA liever or an uninformed person comes in, 
SO you since you are zealous for spiritual ne IS convinced by all, he is convicted by 
gifts, let it be for the edification of the | 2! -And thus? the secrets of his heart are 
revealed; and so, falling down on his face, 


church that you seek to excel. oT Bie | ie . 
'3Therefore let him who speaks in a ae WOrSRip aod and report that God is 


tongue pray that he may interpret: !4For if I 
~. Order in Worship = 


pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my | 
—26How is it then, brethren? Whenever you 


| Says the Lord. 


- a 


understanding is unfruitful. What is the | 


conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and | will also pray with the understanding. 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will also 
sing with the understanding, !“Otherwise, if 
you bless with the spirit, how will he who 
occupies the place of the uninformed say 
“Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he 
does not understand what you say? !7For 
you indeed give thanks well, but the other 
is not edified. 








14:22, 23 Spiritual gifts are for all men, Christians and non-Christians. But tongues do not edify most 


come together, each of you has a psalm, has 
a teaching, has a tongue, has- -a revelation, 
has an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification, “If anyone speaks in a 


tongue, let there be two or at the most 


three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 
But if there is no interpreter, let him keep 


14:21 ®Isaiah 28:11,12 14:25°NU-Text omits 
And thus. i 





Christians and fail to convert unbelievers (v. 22), instead repelling them and suggesting that Christians 


are out of their mind (v. 23). 


14:25-33 This is a compassionate exhortation to the one who claims to possess the gift of tongues. This 
passage explains why the practice of tongues is not a part of the Divine Liturgy, which is to be entered. 
into as God's living word, In worship we know God is truly among us (v. 25) because we have His 
prophetic word in our ears and upon our lips, Paul is here guiding a church that is severely out of bal- 
ance, God is not the author of confusion (v, 33), and the truly spiritual can control themselves (v. 32). 
True spirituality is manifested in preparedness, propriety and order, courtesy, and control. If the Spirit is 
truly moving, there is peace. This is already a tradition of the Church (v. 33). ert 








~ 
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14:20-25 This passage is read on days commemorating prophets. 





| ‘fection, and this they preached above all. 











e 


silent in church, and let him speak to him- 
self and to God. “Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others judge. But if any- 
‘hing is revealed to another who sits by, let 
the first keep silent. *!For you can all proph- 
esy one by one, that all may learn and all 
may be encouraged. **And the spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets. 33For 
God is not the author of confusion but of 
peace, aS in all the churches of the saints. 
“Let youre women keep silent in. the 
churches, for they are not permitted to 
speak; but they are to be submissive, as the 
law also says.t And if they want to learn 
something, let them ask their own hus- 





bands at home; for it is shameful for | 
bored more abundantly than they all, yet 


women to speak in church. 

30r did the word of God come originally 
fom you? Or was it you only that it 
reached? If anyone thinks himself to be a 
prophet or spiritual, jet him acknowledge 
that the things which I write to you are the 
commandments of the Lord.t 38But if any- 
one is ignorant, let nim be ignorant. — 

Therefore, brethren. desire earnestly to 
prophesy, and do ict forbid to speak with 
tongues. VLet all things be done decently 
and in order. 


~ Witnesses to the Resurrection -=> 
| Moreover, brethren, I declare to you 


the gospel which I preached to you,. 


Which also you received and in. which 
you stand, 2by which also you are saved, 
if you hold fast that word which I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain. - 

For I delivered to you first of all that 
Which I also received: that Christ died for 





I CORINTHIANS 15:17 





our sins according to the Scriptures,*t tand 
that He was buried; and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures, 
°and that He was seen by Cephas, then by 
the twelve.t ®After that He was seen by over 
five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 
greater part remain to the present, but 
some have fallen asleep. 7After that He was 
seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
‘Then last of all He was seen by me also, as 
by one born out of due time. 

For I am the least of the apostles, who 
am not worthy to be called an apostle, be- 
cause [ persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and His 
grace toward me was not in vain; but I la- 


not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. !'Therefore, whether it was I or they, so 


| we preach and so you believed. 


< The Centrality of the Resurrection => 
l2Now if Christ is preached that He has 
been raised from the dead, how do some 
among you Say that there is no resurrection 
of the dead?t !3But if there is no resurrec- 
tion of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 
l4And if Christ is not risen, then our 


preaching is empty and your faith is also 


empty. Yes, and we are found false wit- 
nesses of God, because we have testified of 
God that He raised up Christ; whom He did 
not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 
l6For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is 
not risen. !7And if Christ is not risen, your 


14:34 2NU-Text omits your. 14:38 ®NU-Text 
reads if anyone does not recognize this, he is © 
not recognized. 


14:34-36 An early tradition in the Church is that women shall keep silent and not talk during the 
Liturgy, While they are permitted to prophesy (11:5) they are not allowed to simply converse (see also- 
Ti 2:12), With the spiritual gifts (12:12-27), all are equal in Christ, while the order of the original cre- 


ation remains in the new creation. 


14:37 One can picture Paul as he writes thinking back over his: hard sayings in chs. 12—14. He is clear: 


this is God’s word, not man’s. 

15:3, 4 This concise statement of the gospe 
16:9-12; Gal 1:4; 1Jn 2:2; 4:10.) 

15:3 Paul delivered an apostolic tradition 


Salvati Aari ived his gospel? By direct exp Abad 
ron (v, 2). How. had Paul receive? ethene Gal 2:2-10) and the whole Church. It is impossible 


his gospel forms a seamless whole. “To receive" des- 


med by his interactions with the original apos 
9 decipher what he learned where; in Paul's mind, 


igna PESIS ion (see 11:2, 23; Gal 1:9; Php 4:9; 
Nates the passing on of tradition ( fy to the truth of the Resurrection, from the first witnesses to 


'5:5-8 Paul lists those who would testi 
aul himself, 

512-19 What is Christianity without the resurrect 
Jood without it. What use is forgivenes 


Om the dead, trampling down death by death, 


| is probably part of an early creed or catechism. (See 


of Christ's Resurrection which is unchanging and sufficient for 


erience with the risen Lord (v. 8), con- 


1Th 2:13) 4:1), 


ion—both Christ's and ours? His death does us no 

s if we remain dead? His disciples were transformed by His Res- 
On Easter morning Orthodox Christians sing, “Christ is risen 
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” 





I CORINTHIANS 15:18 





faith is futile; you are still in your sind 
'SThen also those who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. !%If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
the most pitiable, 


~a. The Resurrection and the Kingdom s- 

20But now Christ is risen from the dead, 
and has become the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep.t 2!For since by man 
came death, by Man also came the resur- 
rection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ all shall be made alive.t 
¢3But each one in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s 
at His coming. 2*Then comes the end, when 
He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 
when He puts an end to all rule and all au- 


thority and power.t 25For He m eign till | | 
y = ATEEN TE sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, 


He has put all enemies under His feet. The 
last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
2For “He has put all things under His 
feet.”* But when He says “all things are put 
under Him,” it is evident that He who put 
all things under Him is excepted. Now 
when all things are made subject to Him, 
then the Son Himself will also be subject to 
Him who put all things under Him, that 
God may be all in all. 

2Otherwise, what will they do who are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise 





| 15:27 "Psalm 8:7 





at all? Why hen are elthey baptized for t the 
dead?t And why do we stand in jeopardy 
every hour? 311 affirm, by the boasting in 
you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I 
die daily. °2If, in the manner of men, I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advan- 
tage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”?t 
33Do not be deceived: “Evil company cor- 


-rupts good habits.” 3 Awake to righteous- 


ness, and do not sin; for some do not have 
the knowledge of God. I speak this to your 
shame. 


æ The Manner of the Resurrection 7- 


39But someone will say, “How are the dead 
raised up? And with what body do they 
come?”t 36Foolish one, what you sow is not 
made alive unless it dies. 37 And what you 


but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some 
other grain. 38But God gives it a body as He 
pleases, and to each seed its own body. 

33 Ail flesh is not the same flesh, but there 
is one Rind of flesh? of men, another flesh of 
animals, another of fish, and another of 
birds. 

40There are also celestial bodies and ter- 


| restrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial 


15:32 "Isaiah 22:13 
15:39 *NU-Text and M-Text omit of flesh. 





15:20 As the firstfruits in the OT were consecrated to God as the representative and promise of later 
fruits (Ex 23:16), so the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the first offering of the resurrection of all 


who are His (v. 23). 


15:22 All people share the same human nature, but Christians have two fathers: first Adam, who be- 
came the father of mortality and earthly life, and now Christ, the father of immortality and spiritual 


life. 


15:24-28 The end is the consummation of the Kingdom when Christ's lordship over all will be fulfilled 
and He will offer creation up to God the Father (see Rom 8:19-23, 32-39). Although the Son (v. 28) 
shares the same divine nature and dignity as the Father, He is subject to the Father because only the 
Father is the source of divinity. God being all in all refers to the common lordship of the Trinity over all 


things, not to pantheism. 


15:29 The meaning of baptized for the dead is much disputed Many understand this as vicarious bap- 
tism of baptized Christians for deceased catechumens. St. John Chrysostom considered it a derisive com- 
ment about the practices of the Marcionite heretics. Epiphanius says it refers to a practice of the follow- 


ers of Cerinthus, another gnostic teacher. 


15:32 Fighting with beasts at Ephesus may refer to persecutions there (16:8, 9; Acts 19:21-31). 
15:35-54 How will the dead rise? What Is the resurrection body like? Paul's most basic contrast is that 
between the natural (lit. “soulish”; Gr, psychikon) and the spiritual (Gr, pneumatikon, v. 44), that is, 
between the present body and the deified body, Other contrasts are corruption vs. incorruption (v. 42), 
dishonor vs. glory (v. 43), weakness vs, power (v. 43), living “soul” (literal translation) vs. life-giving 
spirit (v. 45), of the earth vs. from heaven (v. 47), of dust vs. heavenly (v. 48), the mortal vs. the immor- 
tal (v. 54), This present body is only a seed (v. 38) of the body to come. The “spiritual” body is not a 
pale shadow of the material world we now know; the opposite is true. The resurrection body is the 
fulfillment of what God intends for our present body, It is the material fulfilled, not dematerialized. 


D Ě- 


15:20-28, 39-57 This passage is read on days commemorating the departed. 


~a. The One Who Resurrects Us = 


So also is the resurrection of the dead. 
The body is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption. ®It is sown in dishonor, it 
ig raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power. “It is sown a natural 


body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a | 


natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
And so it is written, “The first man Adam 
became a living being.”® The last Adam be- 


| came a life-giving spirit.t 


‘sHowever, the spiritual is not first, but 
the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 
“The first man was of the earth, made of 
dust; the second Man is the Lorda from 
heaven. #As was the man of dust, so also 
are those who are made of dust: and as is 
the heavenly Man, so also are those who 
are heavenly. And as we have borne the 
image of the man of dust, we shall also 
bear? the image of the heavenly Man. 


The Time of the Resurrection sa 


Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
hor does corruption inherit incorruption.t 


| ‘Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not 


all sleep, but we shall all be changed— “in | 


a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 


and the d ill | ised incorruptible, | 

ead will be rai k be with you without fear; for he does the 
work of the Lord, as I also do. !!Therefore 
let no one despise him. But send him on his 


and we shall be changed. 53For this corrupt- 
ble must put on incorruption, and this 


Mortal must put on immortality. 


< Hymn: Triumph Over Death > 
So when this corruptible has put on in- 
‘Orruption, and this mortal has put on im- 
Mortality, then shall be brought to pass the 


*aving that is written: “Death is swallowed 


1D in victory,”2 








L CORINTHIANS 16:11 





°5“O Death, where is your sting?’ 
O Hades, where is your victory?” 


56The sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law.t 57But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your 


labor is not in vain in the Lord.t 

| Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I have given orders to 

the churches of Galatia, so you must do 


æ Collection for Jerusalem 7- 


| also:t 2On the first day of the week let each 


one of you lay something aside, storing up 
as he may prosper, that there be no collec- 
tions when I come. 2And when I come, 
whomever you approve by your letters I will 
send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. +But if it 
is fitting that I go also, they will go with me. 


=. Paul’s Plans 7 

Now I will come to you when I pass 
through Macedonia (for I am passing 
through Macedonia). And it may be that I 
will remain, or even spend the winter with 
you, that you may send me on my journey, 
wherever I go. ‘For I do not wish to see you 
now on the way; but I hope to stay a while 


| with you, if the Lord permits. 


‘But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 


For a great and effective door has opened 
to me, and there are many adversaries. 


And if Timothy comes, see that he may 


journey in peace, that he may come to me: 


for | am waiting for him with the brethren. 


15:45 "Genesis 2:7 15:474NU-Text omits the 
Lord. 15:49°M-Text reads let us also bear. 
15:54 Isaiah 25:8 15:55°Hosea 13:14 >NU-Text 
reads O Death, where is your victory? O Death, 
where is your sting? 


15:45-49 Whose body is this? As our present body is Adam's, so the resurrection body is that of the last 
| Adam, Christ, . yo 
3:50 Flesh and blood refers to human nature in its present weak and imperfect condition. 


36 Our basic mortal condition is manifested in sin. We are born mortal; we then become sinful. Thus 
does death “sting” us before we die, Being a Christian is more than having one's sins forgiven or being 


| hod, it is being alive. The law is not sinful, but it exposes sin. And, since it does not provide the power 





b 


bey it, it increases sinfulness in unchanged humans (Rom 3:20; 4:15; 5:13, 20; 7:7; Gal 3:19-22). 
th ‘98 The doctrine of the resurrection has a practical consequence: It is to move us to do the works 
| God would have us do, the work of the Lord. 

‘14 See 2Co 8; 9, 





I CORINTHIANS 16:12 _ 


'2Now concerning our brother Apollos, I 
strongly urged him to come to you with the 
brethren, but he was quite unwilling to 





come at this time; however, he: will come | 


when he has a convenient time. 
= Final Exhortations and Greetings = 


'SWatch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, | 


be strong. '4Let all that you do be done 
with love. 

5] urge you, brethren—you know the 
household of Stephanas, that it is the first- 
fruits of Achaia, and that they have de- 


voted themselves to the ministry of the | 


saints— !*that you also submit to such, and 
to everyone who works and labors with us. 

17] am glad about the coming of Steph- 
anas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what 


ie 





was lacking on your part they supplied.t 
I8For they refreshed my spirit and yours. 
Therefore acknowledge such men. 

\9The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila 
and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, 
with the church that is in their house.t 2°A]I 
the brethren greet you. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

21The salutation with my own hand— 
Paul’s.t 

221f anyone does not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!>® 

23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 24My love be with you all in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 


16:22 Greek anathema "Aramaic Maranatha 





16:17, 18 These men apparently were the carriers of the letter Paul answers in chs. 7—15 (7:1). Paul's 
displeasure with Corinth does not affect his joy for certain Corinthians. 

16:19 Aquila and Priscilla were Jews who had been among those expelled from Rome by Claudius in 
ap 49-50. They had resided in Corinth for a while (Acts 18:2) and then moved to Ephesus (Acts 18:26). 
16:21 Paul often dictated his letters to a secretary. The proof that he composed this letter is his closing 


signature. 


‘i i k + à ‘ J {i 
r Se a yr et eee T r ia 
Pa al = tet I Se Se, Sa ae "PAS, 
ka Aihe Puii = 2" a at mip A eee ee a 
$ Oe ee ee ic. i et cae, E see 
=. s =a a eee ge meal 4 be i i Fie oF ee ™ P 
j 





Autl 1OV—St. Paul the Apostle is identified as the author in 1:1, and there is no 
reason to doubt his authorship. Mae | 


Da fe—Second Corinthians was written the same year as 1 Corinthians 
5 (c. AD 55) from Macedonia, where Titus rejoined Paul with a report about 
the Corinthian church, | | ocean 1S cod | 


Mayor Theme — Reconciliation and communion. This theme is clearly seen in 


Paul’s attempt to be reconciled to the Corinthian church. Other aspects of 
this theme include: aa ws ee 5 





(1) The communion of saints. The Church is the Body of Christ: a corporate 
unity of all members in all things (see especially chs.4-——6). 





(2) Apostleship and. the Church. The faith and authority of properly ordained 
and recognized apostles is: essential to the life of the Church. The 
relationship between the apostles and the laity is a communion of love. 

(3) The unity, of the Church. The collection for Jerusalem (chs. 8; 9) 
demonstrates the love and unity between the Gentile and the Judaic ` 
elements in the Church—manifested in sacrificial giving. eee 

(4) The Church and the world. Christianity does not renounce and forsake the 
world, but renews it. nett ie ag af | | 

Backoround—For the historical setting of 2 Corinthians, see the | 

Introduction to 1 Corinthians. PT eG SUNIS TE Sie Oe | 

FA major purpose of this second epistle is Paul’s defense of his apostleship tea 

and his polemic against false apostles in Corinth. Outsiders have shown up in 

Corinth calling themselves “the most eminent apostles” (11:5; 12:11) or, 

apostles.” They claim to be better than Paul, alleging that he doesinot- 
They seek to prove Paul an impostor, bringing all kinds © 
of outrageous charges against him, In their preaching they elevate themselves 
(4:5) and present a different gospel from Paul's (11:4). They teach that aula 
Christians must have exalted spiritual experiences and lead successful, painless: 
lives, and should not be concerned about moral purity and holiness — : 
Oils Te) canis nenebooihernsiscyighive | } | 
all this false teaching as a vaina earthly show, having nothing 
the gospel, or the Kingdom (5:11-19). He reveals the false we 





“super- 
measure up (13:5-7) 


Paul perceives 


to do with God, 


apostles as agents of Satan (4:3,.4; 6:15; 11:3, 13-15). 


Outline 
I. Greeting (1:1, 2) 
I]. Pauls Reconciliation to the Corinthian 
Church (1:3—7:16) 
A. Thanksgiving for comfort in affliction 
(1:3-11) 
B. Is Paul sincere? (1:12—2:17) 
C. Is Paul’s competent? (3:1—6:10) 
D. Paul’s plea to the Corinthians 
(6:11—7:4) 
E. Paul’s confidence in the Corinthians 
(7:5-16) 
III. The Reconciliation of Gentile and Jew 
(8: 1—9:15) 
A. The motivation of mutuality (8:1—15) 
B. The means: envoys recommended 
(8:16—9:5) 
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C. Results: a homily on cheerful giving 
(9:6-15) 
IV. Paul’s Vindication from Enemy Charges 
(10:1—12:13) 
A. Is Paul weak? (10:1-11) 
B. Is Paul ambitious? (10:12-18) 
C. Is Paul as good as the false apostles? 
(11:1—15) 
D. Is Paul qualified to be an apostle? 
(11:16—12:13) 
V.The Resolution: Paul’s Next Visit 
(12:14—13:10) 
VI. Conclusion (13:11-14) 
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=. Greeting 7- 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and Timothy our brether, 


To the church of God which is at Corinth, 
with all the saints who are in all Achaia: 


ee ee 


¢Grace to you and peace from God our | 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | 


æ Sharing Suffering, Sharing Comfort s- 
’Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort,t twho comforts us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. °For as the sufferings of 
Christ abound in us, so our consolation 
also abounds through Christ. "Now if we | 
are afflicted, it is for your consolation and 
Salvation, which is effective for enduring 
the same sufferings which we also suffer. 


Or if we are comforted, it is for your conso- 
lation and salvation.t 7And our hope for 
vou is steadfast, because we know that as 
vou are partakers of the sufferings, so also 
you will partake of the consolation. 


-* Sharing in Adversity by Prayer -> 

’Kor we do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, of our trouble which came to us 
in Asia: that we were burdened beyond 
measure, above strength, so that we de- 
spaired even of life.t °Yes, we had the sen- 
tence of death in ourselves, that we should 
not trust in ourselves but in God who raises 
the dead, who delivered us from so great 
a death, and does? deliver us; in whom we 
trust that He will still deliver us, '‘you also 
helping together in prayer for us, that 
thanks may be given by many persons on 
our: behalf for the gift granted to us 
through many. 





1:11 +M-Text reads 


1:10 4NU-Text reads shall. 
your behalf. 





1:3-11 The source of afflictions is the sin of humanity, The purpose of afflictions, if we use them prop- 
erly, may be our comfort and salvation, as the Father Himself preserves us through them (v. 3). The 
means of facing our afflictions is a hope in God that allows us to enter into the afflictions of others in 


actual, experiential knowledge. In this case, 


this means people empathizing with their apostle’s trials. 


The communion of saints, spiritual solidarity, is to begin now in the pains of this life. 


1:6 The godly suffer, in part, so that having experienced God's 


comfort they in turn can comfort others. 


Thus, Paul shows the fallacy in his opponents’ idea that Christians should never suffer and should be 


concerned only with their own salvation. 


1:8 What this trouble is for Paul is not clear—perhaps a physical malady or persecution. But whatever 


its nature, it makes him more aware of death 


sn | and of 
ciative of the fellowship of other Christians and of th 


his dependence on God (v. 9)—and more appre- 
e power of the Church's corporate prayer (v. 11). 


—————— 


= 


a 
——— 


so Paul’s Pure Conscience Toward 
Corinth ea~ 


wFor our boasting is this: the testimony 





of our conscience that we conducted our- | 


selves in the world in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by 
'he grace of God, and more abundantly to- 
ward you. For we are not writing any 
other things to you than what you read or 
understand. Now I trust you will under- 
stand, even to the endt l4(as also you have 
understood us in part), that we are your 
boast as you also are ours, in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 


= Paul Does Not Vacillate s- 


And in this confidence I i | | 
An miengediton those from whom I ought to have joy, hav- 


come to you before, that you might have a 


second benefit— t!*to pass by way of you to 
` Macedonia, to come again from Macedonia 











to you, and be heiped by you on my way to 
Judea. !’7Therefore. when I was planning 
this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I plan, 


But as God is faithful, our word to you 


| was not Yes and No. !°For the Son of God, 


Jesus Christ, who was preached among you 
by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was 
not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes.t 2°For 


 allthe promises of God in Him are Yes, and 


in Him Amen, to the glory of God through 
ust Now He who establishes us with you 
in Christ and has anointed us is God,t 


1675 








¿who also has sealed us and given us the 
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 


-™ Paul Is Merciful 7- 


43Moreover I call God as witness against 
my soul, that to spare you | came no more 





| to Corinth.t #4Not that we have dominion 
| over your faith, but are fellow workers for 


your joy; for by faith you stand. 


But I determined this within myself, 
/ that I would not come again to you in 
sorrow. For if I make you sorrowful, then 


-who is he who makes me glad but the one 


who is made sorrowful by me? 
3And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, 
when I came, I should have sorrow over 


ing confidence in you all that my joy is the 
joy of you all. *For out of much affliction 
and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with 
many tears, not that you should be grieved, 
but that you might know the love which | 


| do I plan according to the flesh, that with | B@v¢ So abundantly for you. 


| me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No? | 


~. Restore the Penitent Offender 7- 


5But if anyone has caused grief, he has 
not grieved me, but all of you to some ex- 
tent—not to be too. severe.t This punish- 
ment which was inflicted by the majority is 
sufficient for such a man, ’so that, on the 


“contrary, you ought rather to forgive and 


comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be 
swallowed up with too much sorrow. 
8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love 


1:13 Paul was accused by the dissidents/schismatics in Corinth of speaking murkily, indirectly, by allusion 


and not by clear, direct statement. 
1:15 Paul has changed his travel plans. (1) 


In his earlier letter, he planned to travel to Corinth, passing 


through Macedonia in northern Greece (1Co 16:5-7). (2) When he felt compelled to go to Corinth im- 
mediately the “sorrowful visit,” he planned to visit Corinth twice (w. 15, 16); but he actually came only 
once. (3) In the “sorrowful” letter (now lost), written after that visit, he stated his plan to travel directly 
from Ephesus to Corinth. Instead, he traveled up through Macedonia (2:12, 13). This was perceived as 


‘acillation by some in Corinth. 


a Silvanus is Silas, Paul’s longtime coworker (Acts 15:40). putin p ; 
20 Christ is Y ffirms and fulfills God-given promises, though His ways may at times seem 
‘trange to Life ay the Church may always affirm Amen to Him—which explains the repeated 


Je of that response in liturgical practice. 


21,22 Note again the NT roots of Orthodox sacramental life. We are established in Christ (v. 21) 
Tough bantar and are anointed and sealed (v. 22) in the Spirit through chrismation. | 
123, 24 The real reason for Paul's change in itinerary is graciousness: to spare them a confrontation, 


Purpose of church discipline i: 
to call for repentance, reconci 


It ig 
True pastoral correction brings bo 


ine is never for the leader to exercise dominion or harsh authority; rather 
he. liation with the Church, and renewal in the joy (v. 24) of the Spirit. 
th agony for the overseer—affliction, anguish of heart, many 


ars—and abundant love to the one being disciplined (see Heb 12:5, 6, 11). 


for 11 Church discipline must not be too s 
thee and comfort (v, 7) the one who rep 
Thi ugh excessive and prolonged discipline 


5 pleases Satan (v. 11), the author of strif 


evere; that is, it must not go farther than the sin. And not to 
ents is itself a sin. Undue separation from the Church 
increases tension (too much sorrow, v. 7) and even division. 
e and discord; it does not please God. 





you or letters 
might put you to the test, whether you are | of commendation from you?t You are our 
obedient in all things. "Now whom you for- | epistle written in our hearts, known and 
give anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I | read by all men;t ’clearly you are an epistle 
have forgiven anything, I have forgiven | of Christ, ministered by us, written not with 
that one? for your sakes in the presence of | ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not 
Christ, "lest Satan should take advantage | on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, 
of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. | that is, of the heart. | 


æ God Triumphs in His Apostles 7 œ. Paul’s Sufficiency: The Life-Giving 
l2Furthermore, when I came to Troas to Spirit 2- 


preach Christ's gospel, and a door was| 4And we have such trust through Christ 
opened to me by the Lord, °F had no rest in | toward God.t 5Not that we are sufficient of 
my spirit, because I did not find Titus my | ourselves to think of anything as being 
brother; but taking my leave of them, I de- | from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from 
parted for Macedonia. _God, ‘who also made us sufficient as minis- 
“Now thanks “be to: God who always | ters of the new covenant, not of the letter 


leads us in triumph in Christ, and through | put of the Spirit: for the letter kills, but the 
us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge | Spirit gives life. 


in every place.t !5For we are to God the fra- | are | 

grance of Christ among those who are | = Paul’s Ministry: The Glory of God 7- 
being saved and among those who are per- | ‘But if the ministry of death, written and 
ishing. '°To the one we are the aroma’ of | engraved on stones, was glorious, so that 
death leading to death, and to the other the | the children of Israel could not look 
aroma Of life leading to life. And who is suf- | Steadily at the face of Moses because of the 
ficient for these things? !7For we are not. as ' glory of his countenance, which glory was 
so many,* peddling the word of God; but as | passing away.t Show will the ministry of the 
of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in | Spirit not be more glorious? 9For if the min- 
the sight of God in Christ. istry of condemnation had glory, the min- 








“=. Paul’s Letter of Recommendation .= 


Do we begin again to commend our- 
Selves? Or do we need, as some others, 


2:10 *NU-Text reads For indeed, what I have for- 
given, if I have forgiven anything, I did it. 
2:17°M-Text reads the rest. 3:62Or spirit 





2:14-17 Our triumph in Christ (v. 14), taken in an ancient Roman context, suggests a magnificent pic- 
ture of unwilling captive soldiers paraded before the victorious commander's chariot while fragrant 
flowers are strewn along the way in celebration. The victor is Christ; the captives are the powers of 
darkness; His fragrance (v. 15) is the apostolic ministry, especially its preaching (v. 17). Christians are the 
winning forces who triumph through the hearing of the word of God (v. 17) and lead the great proces- 
sion of thanksgiving leading to life (v. 16). 
3:1 The outsiders who came to Corinth as prominent apostles demanded evidence of Paul's sincerity. 
They themselves carried forged epistles of commendation—letters Paul could not match. They main- 
tained Paul was not a genuine apostle. 
3:2, 3 Paul does not need a commendation in ink (v. 3), for the Corinthians have all experienced the 
fruit of his ministry; this fruit is of more value than any written epistle. Paul compares the difference 
between sterile epistles and living spiritual fruit to the difference between the Old Covenant, written 
on tablets of stone, and the New, written on tablets.. of the heart. The impostors in Corinth are life- 
less legalists. Paul is ministering Christ through the Spirit of God. | 
3:4-6 This passage holds great hope for the Christian ministry. “Who is sufficient for 
the one who places trust through Christ in God (v. 4). The minister gives his all 
ultimately human power is not sufficient for ministry or for salvation: we must 
3:7-9 The Old Covenant was external, temporary, and powerless. 
glorious with the presence of God. But it was imperfect and impa 
were unable to keep the Law. Israel had access to God but gener 
veil of the temple and the veil over the face of Moses spoke of the veil over the hearts of fallen human 
nature: men could neither adequately approach nor adequately see God. Many even fail to see the 
Godhead veiled in Jesus’ flesh, By contrast, the New Covenant is internal, eternal, and powerful. Under 
it God js fully present as an unlimited, life-giving glory (v. 9), through the ministry of the Spirit (v 8) 
and of righteousness (v. 9), Christians have bold access to God, for there is no veil to separate us (v 16). 
The New Covenant is therefore more glorious (v. 8). TF Wie aa dct eel 


these things?” (2:16}— 
in study and service, but 
depend utterly on God. 
Under it God was present, and it was 
rted a ministry of death because men 
ally failed to apprehend it. The inner 






— me - 








ry of righteousness exceeds much more 
n glory. For even what was made glorious 
nad no glory in this respect, because of the 
glory that excels. ''For if what is passing 
away was glorious, what remains is much 


_ more glorious. 


-». Paul’s Relationship with God => 


i2Therefore, since we have such hope, we 
yse great boldness of speech— unlike 
Moses, who put a veil over his face so that 
the children of Israel could not look | 
steadily at the end of what was passing 


` away. {But their minds were blinded. For 
until this day the same veil remains un- 























| the Lord. 


| referred to as Lord here (v. 17) and in the 


"te therefore, growing in His imag 


lifted in the reading of the Old Testament, 
hecause the veil is taken away in Christ. 
But even to this day, when Moses is read, 
a veil lies on their heart. ‘Nevertheless 
when one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away.t Now the Lord is the Spirit; 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there ts 
liberty.t ‘8But we ali, with unveiled face, be- 
holding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory. just as by the Spirit of 
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au Paul’s Faithfulness to the Gospel = 


Therefore, since we have this ministry, 

as we have received mercy, we do not 
lose heart.t 2But we have renounced the 
hidden things of shame, not walking in 
craftiness nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God. *But 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing,t “whose minds the 
god of this age has blinded, who do not be- 
lieve, lest the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine on them. For we do not preach our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and our- 
selves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.* 
6For it is the God who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God inthe face of Jesus Christ. 


=. The Power of an Apostle = 


7TBut we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us.t ®We are 
hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; 


3:16-18 The Lord here is a title. In the NT Lord usually refers 
10:21; Acts 3:22; 4:26; 
Nicene Creed: “| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 


lord (Mt 11:25; 22:44; Lk 1:32; 4:12, 18; 


of life.” 
There is difference of opinion as to whi 
But Orthodox interpreters all agree that: ( 


fused here—Paul has in mind one Person or another. | ) H 
al force—though elsewhere in the NT “spirit” occa- 


This title here describes how God reigns in the world. 


(2) The Spirit is a Divine Person, not an imperson 
sonally refers to a realm or way of existence. (3) 
t does not describe the eternal relationship O 
not proceed from the Son. 

Paul is transforming the Old 
Covenant revelation of one Go 
V. 16) he turns not just to the Father 
Spirit (v. 17), 


3:17, 18 The work of the Holy Spirit brings liberty (v. 17), 
f God, we see His uncreated image, 


ss to Him. Created as the image o 


(V. 18; see 4:4-6), in two ways: (1) through the Son's 
behold Him, we 


e and glory has no 


) in the power of the Spirit. As we 


“Ver be transformed into His likeness. 

a In the face of numerous onslaughts, 
‘Urches” (11:28), Paul still writes; we do 
s of the ministry of Christ and the mercy 
3, 4 The veil is not over the gospe 
t believe, 

Aa The goal in preaching is not to 

he e treasure is the light of God 

ight shines in and through us, 


glorify 


f the Persons of the Trinity: the Spirit, 


challenges to his apostleship, 
not lose heart (see v. 16). For 
by which it is given to him. 
| or the apostle, but over the 
ourselves, 


‘'s glory in Christ (v. 
people will see tha 


to the Son. The Father is sometimes called 
Rev 11:15; 21:22), and the Spirit is 


ch of the Divine Persons the Lord refers to in each usage here. 
1) The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are in no way con- 


The Son, for example, cannot be the Holy Spirit. 


for instance, does 


Covenant understanding of one God, the Lord, into Jesus’ New 
d in three Persons, each of whom is Lord. 
but also to the incarnate Son (v. 16), in the power 


when one turns to the Lord 
of the Holy 


So 


freeing us to behold God and have open ac- 
the Son, the glory of the Lord » 
deified humanity (see 1Co 13:12; Jam 1:23-25) and 
become what we were created to be. God is infi- 
limits, We shall ever see God more clearly and 


and his responsibility “for all the 
he is preoccupied with the glo- 


hearts and minds of those who will 


but Christ. | 
6); earthen vessels refers to our humanity. As 
t the power is of God and not of man. 











2 CORINTHIANS T I in $$$ 
we are perplexed, but not in despair;t 9per- | temporary, but the things which are not 


secuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but | seen are eternal.t 












not destroyed— always carrying about in ~. The Hope of the Resurrection > 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that | ° i i ArT: | 

i; | roe TA For we know that if our earthly house, 
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in h anta descroved we havera build: 


our body. For we who live are always de- | ' $ 
= ; ng | | ot made with 
livered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life ing zoma ae PEN a ar in thie 
= Aas RAI MEY Ne manitosieg yee we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
mortal flesh. So then death is working in with our habitation which is from heaven 
us, but life in you. aint at a ia H 
+ nf | 3if indeed, having been clothed, we shall 
Tae OR a Sea a not be found naked. 4For we who are in this 
poke ACCORDE AIN "a ‘Te be- | tent groan, being burdened, not because we 
lieved and,tnererore)! SPORE) (We 80 DE: want to be unclothed, but further clothed 
lieve ANG menc ors spann OnE we that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 
He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also | tet 11 | Ee 
raise us up with Jesus, and will present us | °Now pewhe nas preparedius 0i eae 
with you. 15For all things are for your sakes pater us S og naw hoe | 
that grace, having spread through the el a aed Sat Eag 
many, may cause thanksgiving to abound o ve ie f aware conr ceni ea 
tothe Sloot 0G: are absent from the Lord. 7For we walk by 
=. Seeing the Unseen > faith, not by sight. "We are confident, yes, 
l6Therefore we.do not lose heart. Even | well pleased rather to be absent from the 
though our outward man is perishing, yet | body and to be present with the Lord. 
the inward man is being renewed day by heza : 
day* \7For our light affliction, which is but | ~: Apostolic Motivation: pearing 
or A mon IS Working oe us a tar Haat Therefore we make it our aim, whether 
eee Ales AC ae ae ue ie | reseni or absent, to be well pleasing to 
while we do not look at the things which | Hite lFor we ate SAT near Petore he 
are seen, but at the things which are not | PHI. aM | 
seen. For the things which are seen are | judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
anes receive the things done in the body, accord- 


4:13 Psalm 115:10 ing to what he has done, whether good or 





4:8-12 This is victorious, but not trouble-free, Christianity. These trials “show both the power of God 
and, more, disclose His Grace” (JohnChr). 

4:16 The Orthodox Faith teaches that salvation in Christ includes: (1) a passage from death to life, from 
darkness to light (Jn 3:1-6; Col 1:13, 14), through repentance, faith, and baptism (“I have been saved"); 
(2) a process of spiritual growth and maturation (2Pt 1:2-8) through ongoing repentance, faith, and 
communion, often called deification (“| am being saved"); and (3) a promise of eternal life (5:9-11; 

Jn 14:1-6), calling us to perseverance and righteousness ("| shall be saved"). It is this second element, 
the process of our salvation, that Paul describes here, saying that our inner life is being renewed day 
by day. 

4:17 Despite Paul's hardships (vv. 8-12), he sees God's everlasting glory and calls his trials light 
affliction. 

4:18 As part of our inner renewal in Christ (v. 16) we gain the gift of seeing the unseen, the things 
which are... eternal. | 

5:1-4 Fear of death is overcome by hope in the resurrection, faith in the Holy Trinity (vv. 5, 7), and the 
love of Christ and our union with Him (v. 14). Our earthly house (v. 1) is our present mortal body. The 
building from God, the one which is from heaven (v. 2), is the immortal, deified body we shall have in 
heaven (see 1Co 15). The soul is naked (v. 3), or unclothed (v. 4), when it departs the body, that is, 
when one dies, Paul longs not for death but for resurrection; he knows God created us not to die, but 
to be transformed from mortality to life (v. 4; see v. 5), So he speaks not of the bliss of the soul with- 
out a body, but of the union of the soul with the glorified body, 

5:5-8 Being always confident (v. 6) in the resurrection means we are being prepared by God the Father 
and the Spirit (v. 5) to join the Lord (v. 8), Jesus Christ. 

~(l)~ 


5:1-10 This passage is read on days commemorating the departed. 








| 


| 
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padit iiKnowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, We persuade men; but we are well 
known to God, and: I also trust are well 
nown in your consciences." 

For we do not commend ourselves 
ain to you, but give you opportunity to 
poast on our behalf, that you may have an 
answer for those who boast in appearance 
nd not in heart. !3For if we are beside our- 
selves, it is for God; or if we are of sound 
mind, it is for you. “For the love of Christ 
sompels us, because we judge thus: that if 
One died for all, then all died; Sand He died 


for all, that those who live should live no | 
| ionger for themselves, but for Him who 


died for them and rose again. 


| « Apostolic Vision: The New Creation .= 


\l6Therefore, from now on, we regard no 
one according to, the flesh. Even though 
we have Known. Christ according to the 
flesh, yet now we know Him thus no 
longer.t "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have 


passed away; behold, all things have be- | 


come new. 


æ Apostolic Ministry: Reconciliation > 
Now all things are of God, who has 

reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of 


| Téconciliation,t 19that is, that God was in 


Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 


5:10 Following his discourse on suffering, death, and resurrection (4:16—5:8), Paul now turns to the 
Judgment. We must all appear, not only the unbelievers, to be judged according to what we have 


1579 
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not imputing their trespasses to them, and 
has committed to us the word of reconcili- 


ation. 


20Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ’s be- 
half, be reconciled to God. 2'For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him. 
~ The Marks of Apostleship 7> 
We then, as workers together with Him 
also plead with you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain.™ 2For He Says: . 


“In an acceptable time I have heard you, 
And in the day of salvation I have 
helped you.” 


Behold, now. is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 
3We give no offense in anything, that our 


‘ministry may not be blamed. But in all 


things we commend ourselves as ministers 
of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in 
needs, in distresses, “in stripes, in imprison- 
ments, in tumults, in labors, in sleepless- 
ness, in fastings; "by purity, by knowledge, 
by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy 


Spirit, by sincere love, 7by the word of 


6:2 "Isaiah 49:8 





one. For Christians, right belief gives power and motivation for right behavior. Here again, the NT uni- 


| fies faith and works. 


5:11-15 In his gospel, Paul seeks to persuade men (v. 11) on two fronts: (1) by the terror of the Lord 


| WV. 11), the possibility of judgment to eternal death; and (2) by the love of Christ (v. 14), the divine invi- 


tion to live for Christ (v. 15), to eternal life. The heart of Paul’s gospel is baptism, where life and 

fath meet: Christ died and rose for us that we might die and rise in Him. 
tf 17 Paul did not know “the historical Jesus” as He voluntarily took on our mortality, lived on | 
amn and was known. according to the flesh (v. 16). Nobody knows Jesus that-way after His Ascension, 
his mortal flesh has been transformed into an immortal body, Even so, our old bodies are 

nsformed into a new creation (v. 17) in Christ. Because God created all things through Christ, He will. 
ênsform and reunite all things—material as well as spiritual—to Himself through Christ. i 
‘18-21 How was Christ made to be sin for us? He, the incarnate Son of God, voluntarily assumed the 
“Tsequences of our sin—corruption and death—without sinning Himself. And He submitted to unjust 


T ai 
g Hering because of the sinful passions of men and of angels. This means salvation is far more than 


i! Jlveness of sins, It is new life: our reconciliation to God (vv. 18-20) and our becoming new creatures 
Participants in the very righteousness of God (v. 21). This means our salvation is not just juridi- 


r Of a father for his child). 


‘i= 


| cal Part | | : Wel aks 
} (the static, legal pronouncement of a judge), but personal and relational (the dynamic, sacrificial 


hun 2 Here is an authentic apostle! His life demonstrates the paradox of God's strength working in. 


Ways 4 Weakness, of renouncing the world in order to master it, The day of salvation is now (v, 2), al- 
€ present moment in the period before Christ's return, 








6:4, . 
10 This Passage is read on days commemorating female martyrs. 
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righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left, ‘by honor and dishonor, by evil report 
and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 
Yas unknown, and: yet well known; as 
dying, and behold we live; as chastened, 
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet al- 
ways rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and vet possessing 
all things. TL 


-= A Plea for Holiness = 
1O Corinthians! We have spoken openly 
to you, our heart is wide open.t 2Yoù are 
not restricted by us, but you are restricted 
by your own affections. '2Now in return for 
the same (J speak as to children), you also 
be open. 


truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 











And you shall be My sons and 
daughters, | Tae 
Says the LORD Almighty.” 


"7 Therefore, having these promises, 


beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect- 


ing holiness in the fear of God.t 


2O0pen your hearts to us. We have 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, 


| we have cheated no one. 3I do not say this 


to condemn; for I have said before that you 
are in our hearts, to die together and to live 
together. #Great is my boldness of speech 
toward you, great is my boasting on your 
behalf. I am filled with comfort. I am ex- 
ceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. 


= Desire and Diligence -= 


'4Do not be unequally yoked together | ) 
with unbelievers. For what fellowship has | “For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, 
righteousness with lawlessness?’ ‘And | our bodies had no rest, but we were trou- 
what communion has light with dark- | bled on every side. Outside were conflicts, 
ness?t And what accord has Christ with | inside were fears. "Nevertheless God, who 
Belial? Or what part has a believer with | comforts ‘the downcast, comforted us by 
an unbeliever? 16And what agreement has | the coming of Titus, "and not only by his 


the temple of God with idols? For you4 are 


the temple of the living God. As God has 


said: 


“Iwill dwell in them. ~ 

And walk among them. 

I will be their God, 

And they shall be My people.” 


Therefore 


“Come out from-among them PAE 
And be separate, says the Lord. 
Do not touch what is-unclean, ` 
And I will receive you.”2t ` 

18“T will be a Father to you, 


more. 








coming, but also by the consolation with 


` which. he was comforted in you, when he 


told us.of your earnest desire, your mourn- 
ing, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even 


-§For even, if | made you sorry with my 
letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret 


it. For I perceive that the same epistle 


made you sorry, though only for a while. 
Now I rejoice, not that you were made 
sorry, but that your sorrow. led to repen- 
tance. For you were made sorry in a godly 


manner, that you might)suffer loss. from us 





| | 6:164NU-Text reads we, Leviticus 26:12: 
Jeremiah 39:38; Ezekiel 37:27 6:17 Isaiah 
| 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34, 41 


6:182 Samuel 7:14 





6:11—7:1 This passage is the spiritual perspective of the New Covenant holiness code: Love of God and 
His Church requires-a spurning of immorality and false religions, and a devotion to perfecting holiness 


in the fear of God (7:1). 


6:14 One important application of this passage is that the Church calls us to marriage between those of 


like faith, 


6:17 This verse extends an invitation from God to come out of the world and false religion. 
7:1 An escape from filthiness requires more than thinking repentant thoughts. For we are enmeshed in 


# i 


a spiritual war zone, entrenched in patterns of sin that become habitual, Often, darkness becomes im- 
printed in our souls and bodies so that even our wills are bypassed and we sin automatically. To cleanse | 
ourselves means that by the promises of God, we embark on a sustained struggle for holiness. This 
cleansing includes genuine sorrow for our sins, confession, and repentance, It means a willful avoidance 
of sin-arousing situations, reconciliation with those we have wronged, the resolute practice of Christian 
virtue, and cleaving to God through faith and prayer. It calls us to participation in the holy sacraments. 
Is this too difficult for us humans? Yes. Thus it is the Holy Spirit, who cleanses us from every stain and 
heals our infirmities, who empowers us to'live this life of peace with God and repentance before Him. — 








A nothing.t For godly sorrow produces 
repentance | leading to salvation, not to! be 
regretted; but the sorrow of the world pro- 
juces death. "For observe this very thing, 
hato yous sorrowed in a godly manner: 
what diligence it produced in you, what 
searing of yourselves, what indignation, 
what fear, what vehement desire, what 
veal, what vindication! In all things you 
roved yourselves to be clear in this mat- 
er, !2Therefore, although I wrote to you, I 
did not do it for the sake of him who had 





done the wrong, nor for the sake of him 


who suffered wrong, but that our care for 
you in the sight»of God might appear to 
you. S A 
Therefore we have been comforted) in 
your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly | 
more forthe joy of Titus, because his spirit | 
hasbeen refreshed by you all. For ifin | 
anything I have boasted te him:about you, | 
am not ashamed: But as we spoke all things 


| to yourin. truth, even’ so our boasting to 


Titus was found true. “And his) affections 
are greater for you as he remembers the 
Obedience of you~.all, how with-fear and 


| trembling you received him. ‘Therefore’ | 


rejoice that I have confidence in. you in 
everything. 
Models to Imitate = 
Moreover, brethren, we make known to 
J you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia: *that in a great 
trial of affliction the abundance of their Joy 


1:9-11 Feeling sorry is not enough. Heartfelt, godly sorrow produces repentance and diligence 


-gü 


` grace also. 


and their deep poverty abounded in the 
riches of their liberality. ĉŝFor I bear witness 
that according to their ability, yes, and’ be- 
yond their ability, they were freely willing, 
4imploring us with much urgency that we 
would receive! the gift and the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints. >And not 
only asiwe had hoped, but they. first gave 
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by 








‘the will of God.t ®So we urged Titus, that as 


he had begun; so he-would also complete 
this grace in’ you as well. "But as you 
abound in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your 
love for us—see that you abound in this 

8] speak not by commandment, but I am 
testing the sincerity of your love by the dili- 
gence of others. 9For you know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might become 
jake pL ome st | a 

oc The Ideal of Mutual Giving ==. > 

l0And in this I give advice: It is to your 
advantage not only to be doing what you 
began and were desiring to do a year ago; 
uput now you also must complete: 'the 
doing of it; that as there was a readiness to 
desire it, so there also may be a completion 





8:42NU-Text and M-Text omit that: we would re- 
ceive, thus changing text to, urgency for the- 


favor and fellowship. .. ,._ 





(vo 11). 


tue repentance cleanses ‘us from sin and alienation, and diligence zealously pursues holiness and recon- 
‘lation, We hereby’ continue on the path of salvation to eternal life. The sorrow of the world (Vv. ' 10) is’ 
feeling sorry we were caught. It centers on ourselves, on our embarrassment over the predicament we 


find Ourselves in. It stops short of repentancejand 


: st are continuing and maturing in the Church, Yhau may OY BuO tiatiie et i gE 
Paul had given the Corinthians the same Instruction. he gave tọ Galatia, to contribute systematically . 


_ "nth to be sure the Corinthians will comply (2:: 3 
i he gets his way “by cunning” (12:16). Paul enco 


| p Osity an example (8:1-5). The Corinthians actually do contribute to the 


lohn 
bis NChr) 


hu 


P the fund (1Co 16:1-4). Titus is,to make sure they. 
acedonians that Corinth was exemp 


Chath 
of the poorer Macedonians as 


reconciliation to God. | 

| 81-9:15 The subject of this passage is a collection from the churches in‘Asia Minor for the church in — 
rusalem. Beyond the material help Jerusalem needs, for 
a Matter as well. It (1) relates to the unity of 
"anic age as having indeed come in Christ, and 


Paul this appears to ‘be an important theolog- 


Jew and Gentile in the Church, (2) underscores the mes- 
(3) demonstrates that the charismatic effects of Pente- 


actually have begun to do so (8;6). Paul has told the 


lary in:giving (9:2), but he has his doubts. So he sends Titus to ` 
aply (9:3-5). Some in Corinth feel pressure, saying that Paul is 


Urages the Corinthians by holding up the gen- 


Nd; and Paul Is pleased with them (Rom 15:25=28). © 


> Note the progression: they first g 
i “fering to His people aswell) () o 

M hat was Christ's poverty? He emptied Himself 
Hig anity to His divinity, and'to suffer and 


and then to us, to the Church, to the apostles. If our 


ave themselves to the Lord' ("They offered up themselves’— ` 


lives are an offering to God, they will bè 


AITE 


(Php'2:548) of His heavenly glory to join our 
die on our behalf. He did not owe this to us, but did so by 


race, that we might become rich In His salvation: ii 





2 CORINTHIANS 8:12 


1582 





out of what you have. !2For if there is first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to 
what one has, and not according to what he 
does not have. 

\3For I do not mean that others should be 
eased and you burdened; '4but by an equal- 
ity, that now at this time your abundance 
may supply their lack, that their abundance 
also may supply your lack—that there may 
be equality. 5As it is written, “He who gath- 
ered much had nothing left over, and he 
who gathered little had no lack.” 


-s. Accountability for This Collection 7- 


l6But thanks be to God who puts? the 
same earnest care for you into the heart of 
Titus. For he not only accepted the exhor- 


tation, but being more diligent, he went to | 


you of his own accord. Ana we have sent 
with him the brother whose praise is in the 
gospel throughout all the churches. and 
not only that, but who was 2iso chosen by 
the churches to travel with us with this gift, 
which is administered by us to the glory of 
the Lord Himself and to show your ready 
mind, 2°9avoiding this: that anyone should 
blame us in this lavish gift which is admin- 
istered by us— 2!providing honorasle 
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but 
also in the sight of men. | 

22And we have sent with them our 
brother whom we have often proved dili- 
gent in many things, but now much more 
diligent, because of the great confidence 
which we have in you. 22If anyone inquires 
about Titus, he is my partner and fellow 
worker concerning you. Or if our brethren 
are inquired about, they are messengers of 
the churches, the glory of Christ. 
44Therefore show to them, and? before the 
churches, the proof of your love and of our 
boasting on your behalf,t 


= Now concerning the ministering to the 
saints, it is superfluous for me to write 

to you; “for I know your willingness, about 
which I boast of you to the Macedonians, 
that Achaia was ready a year ago; and 


your zeal has stirred up the majority. *Yet I- 


have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of 








you should be in vain in this respect, that, 
as I said, you may be ready;t ‘lest if some 
Macedonians come with me and find you 
unprepared, we (not to mention you!) 
should be ashamed of this confident boast- 
ing. "Therefore I thought it necessary to 
exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of 
time, and prepare your generous gift be- 
forehand, which you had previously prom- 
ised, that it may be ready as a matter of 
generosity and not as a grudging obliga- 
tion. | 


m. Cheerful Giving 7- 
6But this I say: He who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.* 7So 
let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 


| God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is 


able to make all grace abound toward you, 
that you, always having all sufficiency in 


| all things, may have an abundance for 


every good work..%As it is written: 
“He has dispersed abroad, 
He has given to the poor; 
Mis righteousness endures forever.” 


\ONow may? He who supplies seed to the 


-sower, and bread for food, supply and 


multiply the seed you have sown and in- 
crease the fruits of your righteousness, 
llwhile you are enriched in everything for 


| all liberality, which causes thanksgiving 


through us to God. !2For the administra- 
tion of this service not only supplies the 
needs of the saints, but also is abounding 
through many thanksgivings to God, 
l3while, through the proof of this ministry, 


they glorify God for the obedience of your 
| confession to the gospel of Christ, and for 


your liberal sharing with them and all men, 
ltand by their prayer for you, who long for 
you because of the exceeding grace of God 





8:15 "Exodus 16:18 8:16®NU-Text reads has 
put. 8:249NU-Text and M-Text omit and. 

9:4 aNU-Text reads this confidence. 9:9°Psalm 
111:9 9:10°NU-Text reads Now He who sup- 
plies... will supply, ... 





8:24 The proof of God's love for us is that He gave us His Son through His Incarnation and death 

(Rom 5:8), The proof of our love for God is in the giving of our gifts to Him and the churches. 

9:3 Paul has stuck his neck out. The Corinthians’ “zeal” had caused many in Macedonia to give to 
Jerusalem (v. 2). Yet, to make sure Corinth will stay zealous, Paul has sent the brethren. 

9:6-15 Here is Paul's landmark teaching on Christian stewardship. The metaphor is not the giving of 
money but the sowing of seed for a harvest. And where does the seed come from? God Himself (v. 10). 









| 

| in: eH] 
| cribable gilt! 
| -». Spiritual Warfare -7 
| 


Now I, Paul, myself am pleading 


with you by the meekness and gen- 


jeness of Christ—who. in | presence. am | 


owly among you, but being absent am bold 
ward you.t “But I beg you that when I am 
present I may not be bold with that confi- 
gence by which | intend to be bold against 
some, who think of us as if we walked ac- 
cording to the flesh. *For though we walk 
in the flesh, we do not war according to 
the flesh.t 4For the weapons of our warfare 


ee 


are not carnal but mighty in God for | 


` pulling down strongholds,t °casting down 
arguments and every high thing that ex- 


alts itself against the knowledge of God, | 


bringing every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ, "and being ready 


| to punish all disobedience when your obe- 


æ Paul’s Authority in Christ > 

Mo you look at things according to the 

outward appearance? If anyone is con- 

vinced in himself that he is Christ’s, let him 

| again consider this in himself, that just as 

he is Christ’s, even so we are Christ’s.*t 

| ¥or even if I should boast Somewhat more 

about our authority, which the Lord gave 
| 


| 
dience is fulfilled. 
| 
| 
| 


_ us for edification and not for your destruc- 
tion, I shall not be ashamed— %lest I seem 
to terrify you by letters. !°“For his letters,” 
they say, “are weighty and powerful, but his 

bodily presence is weak, and his speech 


—_ 
) “oÙ isThanks be to God for His inde- 
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contemptible.” "Let such a person consider 
this, that what we are in word by letters 
when we are absent, such we will also be in 
deed when we are present. 


=. The Sphere of Labor 7- 


12For we dare not class ourselves or com- 
pare ourselves with those who commend 
themselves, But they, measuring them- 
selves by themselves, and comparing them- 
selves among themselves, are not wise.? 
13We, however, will not boast beyond mea- 
sure, but within the limits of the sphere 
which God appointed us—a sphere which 
especially includes you. For we are not 
overextending ourselves (as though our au- 
thority did not extend to you), for it was to 


you that we came with the gospel of Christ; 


lsnot boasting of things beyond measure, 
that is, in other men’s labors, but having 
hope, that as your faith is increased, we 
shall be greatly enlarged by you in our 
sphere, !®to preach the gospel in the re- 
gions beyond you, and not to boast in an- 


| other man’s sphere of accomplishment. 


l7But “he who glories, let him glory in the 
Lorp.” !8For not he who commends him- 
self is approved, but whom the Lord com- 
mends. 


~ Paul Preaches the True Gospel > 

l Oh, that you would bear with me in 
a little folly—and indeed you do 

bear with me.t 2For I am jealous for you 
with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed 





10:7 8NU-Text reads even as we are. 
Text omits us. | 10:17 Jeremiah 9:23, 


10:8 NU- 


10:1 Paul replies to the charges of his opponents: far from being weak, he is extraordinarily strong. But 


W. 10, 11), 
'0:3 In the flesh refers to fallen human nature. 


strength in spiritual warfare sometimes appears'as weakness to the world. The meekness and gentle- 
ness of Christ is sometimes communicated in a lowly or humble fashion, and sometimes boldly (see 


| 10:4-6 The battlefield of spiritual warfare includes entrenched spiritual fortresses (strongholds), human 


fi u 
ĉason (arguments, v. 5), human an 


d angelic powers (every high thing that exalts itself), ideas ` 


thought), and the will (obedience). Our weapons include the Cross, prayer, and the Word of God. Both 


ig thoughts (v. 5) and our actions ( 
ching against the strongholds of disobedience. 


st Paul here counters their claim by boast 
nats to boast (11:1,'16-19; 12:1, 11), but because 


| tah: 
| in ablished the church in Corinth. They then ¢ 
Commended themselves (v. 18) for doing so. 


and ~3 Paul compares the reality 


Miers Church is Eve, and where 


E 


‘I, 8 Some teachers in Corinth had claimed a spec 


v. 6) are to be submissive to Christ. The Church is God's fortress, 


ial knowledge of or an esoteric relationship to 
ing somewhat more of his authority—not because he 
the boastfulness of his enemies must be shown to be 


AONI empty, but ruinous for those who believe them. 


‘12-18 Paul's o ents had stepped into his sphere (v. 
assent PE laimed they were responsible for raising up this church 


13) after he had evangelized and 


of the New Covenant to the Garden of Eden, where Christ is Adam 
Satan is up to his same craftiness (v. 3). Paul's desire is to present a 


urch, a chaste virgin (v. 2), to Christ at the Second Coming, 
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you to one husband, that I may present you | ceitful workers, transforming themselves 
as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3Bùt I fear, lest | into apostles of Christ.t 4And no wonder! 
somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by | For Satan himself transforms himself into 
his craftiness, so your minds may be cor- | an angel of light. !"Therefore it is no great 
rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. | thing if his ministers also transform them- 
‘For if he who comes preaches another | selves into ministers of righteousness, 
Jesus whom we have not preached, or if | whose end will be according to their works, 
you receive a different spirit which you ~ Paul’s Reluctant Boasting 7 
have not received, or a different gospel ae RGR hink f 
which you have not accepted—you may I say again, let no one think:me: a-fool. 
well put up with it!* | If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, 
sabia | -n | that I also may boast a little.t 17What.- I 
5For I consider that Iam not at all inferior | ! ras ie 
to the most eminent apostles. ‘Even though | SPak, | speak not according to the Lord, 
I'am untrained in speech yet Iam notin but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence 
ENS i SiS | ping of boasting. !8Seeing that many boast ac- 
nowledge. But we have been thoroughly | = 5; eflechulial ‘ll boast. 19F 
manifested® among you in all things. cording to the flesh, 1 also will boast. "For 
you put up with fools gladly, since you 
= Serving out of Love -: yourselves are wise! 2°For you put up with 
Did I commit sin in humbling myself | it if one brings you into bondage, if one de- 
that you might be’ exalted, because’ [| vours you, if one takes from you, if one ex- 
preached the gospel of God to you free of | alts himself, if one strikes you on the face. 
charge?t 8] robbed other churches, taking | “To our shame I say that we were too weak 
wages from them to minister to vou. 9And | for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I 
when I was present with you, and in need, I | Speak foolishly—I am bold also.“ 
was a burden to no one, for what I lacked 
the brethren who came from Macedonia 
supplied. And in everything I kept myself 
from being burdensome to you and so | 
will keep myself. "As the truth of Christ is 
in me, no one shall stop me from this boast- 
ing in the regions of Achaia. !!Why? 
Because I do not love you? God knows! 
2But what I do, I will also continue to do, 
that I may cut off the opportunity from 
those who desire an opportunity to be re- | EUT 
garded just as we are in the things of which | 11:3 aNU-Text adds and purity. 11:6@NU-Text 
they boast. !*For such are false apostles, de- | omits been. | | 
11:4-6 The first element of a “chaste virgin” (v. 2) is the purity of orthodox doctrine. Not human per- 
suasiveness (v, 6) but apostolic content is important. Paul is a part of the apostolic college (v. 5), which 
continues in line with the original twelve apostles. | Ck 
11:7-12 Pure doctrine is taught out of pure motives. A mark of apostolic authenticity is the refusal of 
excessive money. The clergy draw their living from the Church, but not to the point of getting rich (see 
1Co 9:4-18; 1Ti 6:3-10; Tts 1:11). Paul’s opponents dared not.make this claim. | 
11:13-15 Although Satan (v. 14) imitates the Kingdom of God, telltale signs such as nonapostolic doc- 


eS a 


æ. Jewish and Christian Credentials 7- 

22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they 
Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? So am I.t 23Are they ministers of 
Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in 
labors more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequently, in 
deaths often. 24From the Jews five times I 
received forty stripes minus one. 2Three 
times I was beaten with rods; once I was 


1 oF = St 


trine (vv. 4-6) and a lucrative ministry (vv, 7-12) reveal his sham. ada) fii ) | 
11:16-21 The Corinthians thought they were wise (v. 19) enough to evaluate church leaders. They had 
become enamored with false apostles who championed themselves using the methods and values of 
the world, full of outward show and crafty talk. They disparaged Paul, seeing him asa weakling with- 
out credentials. Asa result they were in bondage (v. 20), defrauded and even brutalized, Paul, playing 
the devil’s advocate, takes up the methods of these false apostles to show them as fools (v. 19). He sati- 
rizes them in the hope the Corinthians will thereby see through their charade. vice vi 
11:22-33 Using his opponents’ level of argument, Paul lists his Jewish and Christian credentials. If ge- 
nealogy means anything, which it does to the Jews, Paul has it (v. 22). If “Christian experience” means 
anything, no one can compare with him in his sufferings (vv, 23-27), his compassionate, involved con- 
cern for his people (vv. 28, 29), or even his bizarre rls (vv. 30-33), 

I oe a a ' l 


11:21—12:9 This passage is read on June 29, the Feast of the Apostles Peter and Pauk. 
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aight and a day I have been in the déep; 26in 
ourneys often, in perils of waters, in perils 
af robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, 
in perils Of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, 
` jn perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren; 27in 
- weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
- and nakedness— **besides the other things, 
what:'comes upon me daily: my deep con- 
cer for all the churches. 2°Who is weak, 
and | am not weak? Who is made’ to stum- 
ble, and Tdo not burn with indignation? 
uf I must boast, I will boast in the things 


blessed forever, Knows that Iam not lying. 
zin Damascus the governor, under Aretas 
the king, .was..guarding the city of the 
Damascenes with. a garrison, desiring to 
arrest me; 33but I was let down in a basket 
through.a window, in the wall, and escaped 
from his hands. cae 


e Pauls Visions -= 
| It is doubtiess* not profitable for me 
to boast. I will come to visions and 


the body I do not know, or whether out of 
the body I do not know, God knows—such 
4 one was caught up to the third heaven. 
‘And I know. such a. man—whether in, the 


| body or out of the body I do not know, God 


knows— 4how he was caught up into 
Paradise and heard inexpressible words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. "Of 
| Such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will 
not boast, except in my infirmities. “For 


| hough I might desire to boast, I will not be 


4 fool; for I will speak the truth. But I re- 
irain, lest anyone should think of me above 
“Nat he sees me to be or hears from me. 





his, F 


Used urteen years ago would date t 


by Jews to describe heavenly rea 


qoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a | 





| boasting. 


12:1-6 Paul’ mn babl boasted of visions and revelations ( 
eee ei he event before his missionary journeys. Paul employs two terms 
ims: the third heaven (v. 2) is the highest heaven; Paradise (v. 4), 





sure by the abundance of the revelations, a 
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a mes- 
senger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be ex- 
alted above measure.t ®Concerning this 
thing I pleaded with the Lord three times 
that it might depart from me. And He said 
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 


| My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 


Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in 
my infirmities; that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in per- 


WED | secutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. 
which concern my infirmity. ?!The God and | 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is | 


For when I am weak, then I am strong. ~ 


- =. Paul’s Miracles z- FIGIT 

Jll have become a fool in boasting; you 
have compelled me. For I ought to have 
been commended by you; for in nothing 
was I behind the most eminent apostles, 
though I am nothing.t Truly the signs of 
an apostle were accomplished among-you 


| with all perseverance, in signs and won- 
| ders and mighty deeds. !’For what is it in 


which you were inferior to other churches, 


| except that I myself was not burdensome to 
revelations of the Lord:? 2] know a man in | ‘ 
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in | 


you? Forgive me this wrong! ~ 
~ om A Love Rejected =. - 
-l4Now for the third time | am ready- to 
come to you: And will not be burdensome 
to you; for I do not seek yours, but you. For 
the children ought not to lay up for the pàr- 
ents, but the parents for the children. “And 
I will very gladly spend and be spent for 
your souls; though the more abundantly I 
love you, the less Tam loved t = "= 
l6But be that as it may, I did not burden 
you. Nevertheless, being crafty, I caught 





12:1 "NU-Text reads necessary, though not prof- 
itable, to boast, 12:118NU-Text omits in ~ 





v. 1), for Paul mentions one of 


ere God is surrounded by the assembly of the just, is the City of God. 


7-10 Unlike his opponents, who p 
“€s, Paul sees his thorn in the flesh ( 


fas this thorn? Perhaps a chronic physical 


‘lites, Nevertheless, for Paul, his weakness (v. 9; see v. 5 


moe of the power of Christ remaining in him, 

Sy 1-13 By signs of an apostle (v. 12; see 

eferring to miracles that lead men to GO 
~°rinthians are greatly impressed. 


ublicly proclaimed their own greatness in their mystical experi- 
v. 7) as given to him precisely so he might not be exalted. What 
problem, or deluded Christian leaders, or hard-hearted ls- 


), not his mystical experiences (vv. 2-4), is the 


Rom 15:19: 1Co 2:4; 4:20; 12:28, 29; Heb 2:4) Paul seems to 
d and the Church, for with these signs and wonders (v. 12) 


"15 This is the experience through history of the godly shepherd. 





2 CORINTHIANS 2:17 


LL 





you by cunning! Did I take advantage of 
you by any of those whom I sent to you? ëI 
urged Titus, and sent our brother with him. 
Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we 
not walk in the same spirit? Did we not 
walk in the same steps? 

i9Again, do you think® that we excuse | 


ourselves to you? We speak before God in 
Christ. But we do all things, beloved, for 
your edification. For I fear lest, when | 
come, I shall not. find you such as I wish, 
and that I shall be found by you such as 
you do not wish; lest there be contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambi- 
tions. backbitings, whisperings, conceits, 
tumults:t 2est, when I come again, my God 
will humble me among you, and I shall 
mourn for many who have sinned before 
and have not repented of the uncleanness, 


fornication, and lewdness which they nave 


practiced. 

~ Resolution: A Coming Visit -=> 
] This will be the third time lam com- | 
three witnesses every word shall be estab- 
lished.” 2] have told you before, and fore- 
tell as if I were present the second time, 


and now being absent I write* to those who | 
' Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.t 


have sinned before, and to all the rest, that 
if I come again | will not spare— “since you 
seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, who 


is not weak toward you, but mighty in you. | 


4For though He was crucified in weakness, 
yet He lives by the power of God. For we 
also are weak in Him, but we shall live with 
Him by the power of God toward you. 
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Examine voursolvési as to whether you 
are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 





know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 


you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.t 
6But I trust that you will know that we are 


| not disqualified. 


7Now le pray to God that you do no evil, 
not that we should appear approved, but 
that you should do what is honorable, 
though we may seem disqualified. For we 
can do nothing against the truth, but for 
the truth. 9For we are glad when we are 
weak and you are strong. And this also we 
pray, that you may be made complete. 
lOTherefore I write these things being ab- 
sent, lest being present I should use sharp- 
ness, according to the authority which the 
Lord has given me for edification and not 


` for destruction. 


~ Greetings and Benediction 7- 
‘Finally, brethren, farewell. Become 
complete. Be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and 


ing to you. “By the mouth of two or | peace will be with you. 


12Greet one another with a holy kiss. T 

13All the saints greet you. 

l4The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 


12:19 "NU-Text reads You have been thinking 
fora long time.... 13:18Deuteronomy 19:15 
13:2 *NU-Text omits I write. 

13:7 =NU-Text reads we. 


12: 20—13: 4 Paul is more impressed with the miracle of unity and harmony than with physical miracles. 
He fears he may have to exercise the supreme apostolic power, that of excluding people who have not 


repented (v. 21) from the Church. 


13:5 In this context, the test of being in Christ is a humble, virtuous life lived in communion with the 


Church. 


13:12 The holy kiss, the kiss of peace, is an established liturgical tradition. Perhaps the final test of 
whether one is a Christian is whether one can give this kiss with an uncondemning conscience. 
13:14 This Trinitarian blessing is also an ancient and contemporary liturgical practice. 
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futon Paul the Apostle. = 
| Dat te— The references to time mal place in Galatians are unclear therefore i its 


exact historical setting and date < are uncertain. 





Major Theme=..The true gospel versus s the false N After initially believing: 
| in the gospel of Jesus Christ as a gift: of God; many ° in Galatia had’ turned to 
| ia the teaching of the Jewish legalizers, who. claimed. that Christians must also 

| follow the laws of the Old Covenant. Paul writes to call them back to Reals 

grace of Christ” (1:6). Subthemes: include: ST Aa ee, hy aN 


| (1) A defense of Paul’s apostolic authority. (1: EBA 
(2) The gift of the Holy Spirit to the og a O6; Lids 
(3) The Cross of Christ TA 

(4) The life of faith 


‘Background—St. Paul had establ blished Pathe in a number bf a Cities in the 
Roman province of Galatia ‘im Asia Minor. This is the only New saree 
letter Paul addressed to a Bree of churches (1:2); | 


(Olitline eee | 
I. Introduction (1:1—10) dh ef NV ERR at? E tL The Gontent of the Tene Gospel | 
4 (2:15—4:31) 


A. Greeting (1:1, 2) ) 
B. The true gospel versus the false gospel A: Jesus Christ and faith (2: 15-21). 




















(1:3-10) B. Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit (3:1-14) 
ll. The Apostolic Authority of the True Gospel C. Jesus Christ and sonship (3:15—4: 31) 
(1:11—2:14) IV pete in the True Gospel (5:1—6:10) 


anon “A. The liberty of the Spirit (5: 1412) 
0 | B, Living in the love of the Spirit | 
(5:13=— 6:10) 
V. Concluding Remarks (6: jik- —18) 
A. The rule of faith (6: 11-17) 
B Benediction. (6:18) | 


A.The call to apostleship (1: 11-24) 

B. Apostles are guided by councils (2:1— —10) 

C. Apostles are guided by conscience 
(2:11-14) 





GALATIANS I:I 
“a Greeting m 

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor 
through man, but through Jesus Christ 
and God the Father who raised Him from 


the dead),t 2and all the brethren who are 
with me, 








To the churches of Galatia: 


~ Warning: True Gospel versus 
False Gospel -™> 
3Grace to you and peace from God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,t 4who 
gave Himself for our sins, that He might de- 


liver us from this present evil age, accord-. 


ing to the will of our God and Father, °to 
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


6] marvel that you are turning away so 


soon from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel,! ‘which. is 


not another: but there are some who trou- | 
ble you and want to pervert the gospel of | 
Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from | 


SS E E A | 
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heaven, preach any other gospel to yo 
than what we have preached to you, let him 
be accursed. As we have said before, so 
now I say again, if anyone preaches any 
other gospel to you than what you have re- 
ceived, let him be accursed. 

10For do I now persuade men, or God? Or 
do I seek to please men? For if I still 
pleased men, I would not be a bondservant 
of Christ. 

œ God’s Call: Paul the Apostle .> 

UBut I: make known to you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached by me is 
not according to man.t !For I neither re- 
ceived it from man, nor was I taught it, but 
it came through the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 7 

i3For you have heard of my former con- 
duct in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
church of God beyond measure and tried 


1:18 2=NU-Text reads Cephas. 





1:1, 2 The Judaizers invading Galatia argued that Paul was not a true apostle. Paul introduces himself 
with a threefold defense: (1) The source of his aposileship is God (v. 1). (2) He has witnessed the resur- 
rected Christ (Acts 9:27), just as the eleven have. (3) His apostleship is confirmed by all the brethren 

(v. 2) with him. An additional proof of Paul's apostleship is that he founded the churches of Galatia (v. 2). 
1:3-5 Paul’s greeting encapsulates the true gospe!, which he is defending in this epistle. Several points 
may be drawn from this greeting: (1). The true gospel comes from God Himself (v. 3). (2) Christ gave 
Himself for our sins not only in His death, but in every phase of His Incarnation, from conception to 
Ascension (see 2:20). (3) Christ delivers us from. this present evil age (v: 4) to enter the age to come. 

(4) This deliverance is accomplished according to the will of our God (v. 4), the Son in His human nature 
cooperating with the divine will (Jn 5:30; 6:38). The Father's will is done by Jesus, and then by us, “on 


earth as it is in heaven” (Mt 6:10). 


1:6-10 Different (Gr. heteros, v. 6) means different in kind, whereas another (Gr. a//os, v. 7) means an- 
other of the same kind. Paul is saying that the teaching the Galatians are listening to is not a harmless 
variation of the truth, but a completely different, false gospel. This “gospel” (1) is a turning away from 
the grace of Christ (v., 6); (2) brings trouble to the faithful; (3) will pervert the gospel of Christ (v. 7)— 
it is a distortion of the truth, a mixture of truth and falsehood; (4) is accursed or anathematized by the 
Church (v. 8); and (5); is intended to please men (v. 10), not God. 

Paul’s warning about we, or an angel from heaven is not hypothetical. Angels can and have deliv- 
ered the gospel to us; they announced Christ's conception (Lk 1:26-38), birth (Lk 2:9-15), Resurrection 
(Mt 28:5-7), and Ascension (Acts 1:9-11). But, angelic messages are not necessarily true; they may come 


from fallen angels, who are accursed. 


1:11—2:14 The true gospel is taught by true apostles, but many declare themselves to be apostles. How 


can we know true apostles from false? 


= (1) True apostles are called by God. They learn the gospel by revelation, either directly from the risen 
Son, as did the original apostles (1:11, 12), or by the revelation of apostolic tradition (2Ti 2:2). They are 
called by grace, not according to works or a “proper” background (1:13-17). A true apostle brings glory 


to God, not to himself (1:18-23). 


(2) True apostles form one church government, holding the same doctrine and working by agree- 


ment reached in council (2:6-10). 


(3) True apostles stand firm in matters of conscience and are correctable when mistaken (2:11-14). 
Thus, Paul rebukes Peter sharply in public for his hypocritical ethnic elitism. 
1:11, 12 Apostolic tradition is grounded in divine revelation from Jesus Christ. Just as the Twelve were 
called by Christ, so was Paul (v, 1). Just as the Twelve received the gospel directly from Christ, so did 
Paul (Acts 9:3-6; 26:13-18). Just as the Twelve stood together as one, so Paul entered their unity in con- 


sensus and mutual submission. 





| 
| 
| 
| 






» destroy itt '4And I advanced in 
ydaism beyond many ofi my, contempo- 
aries in my Own nation, being more ex- 
ceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers. | | 

But when it pleased God, who sepa- 
vated me from my mother’s womb and 
called me through His grace, '°to reveal His 
Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 
with flesh and blood, tnor did I go up to Je- 
rusalem to those who were apostles before 
me;-but. I went to Arabia, and returned 
again to Damascus. 


«~ Paul’s Gospel: That of the Twelve -= 

isThen after three years. I went up.to Je- 
rusalem- to see Peter,2 and remained with 
him fifteen days.t But saw inone of the 
other apostles except’ James, the Lord's 
brother.t 2(Now concerning the things 
which I write to ycu, indeed, before God, | 
do not lie.) 

Afterward I went.into the.regions of 
Syria and Cilicia. 22And I was unknown by 





face to the churches of Judea which were in | 


Christ. 22But they were hearing only, “He 


who formerly persecuted us now preaches | 


the faith which he once tried to-destroy.” 
“And they glorified God-in me.t 





1:13-17 People are called by God.not accordin 
grace (v. 15). Paul, whom God called in, mercy, 
baptism (Acts 9:10-19). Separated me from my m 


but to God's calling Paul to. apostolic ministry before he was | e Ps : 
d's intentions for a person may lie hidden for years. 


Lk 1:35, 43, 44, 48). As with Paul, Go 
1:18-20 As a true apostle, Paul su 
himself. Paul knows his encounter wi 


highly unusual—in a private revelation, the only other witness is 


1:19 James is James the Just, the first 


teach the same gospel as the other apostles. 


also means cousin or close relation (see the Introductio 


1:24 Glory goes to God, not to the apostle, 

2:2 Communicated (Gr. anatithema/) means 
tles James, Peter, and John, (v. 9) what he ha 
un in vain, that is, teach error, He 
apostolic honor only to those they cons! 


24, 5 The false brethren are not those “of reputation 


"0 one had recognized as apostolic. | 
2:6 Seemed to be something is more correctly 
42ers, only the original apost! 
man the Twelve; rather he is saying 
erly “blue collar” workers, not scho 
‘ Correcting Paul’s gospel, they ad 
r fetes and Paul were each respon 
Wal oman Empire: Peter the circume 
elve also did evangelistic work, 
8 One God gave one gospel throug 






a 1589 _ 






es had valid authority. re 
that it makes no difference that all his fellow apostles were for- 


lars like Paul himself. God does not show personal favoritism. As- 
ded nothing to his teaching. 


sible to reach one segment o 
ised (Jews), Paul the uncircumcised (Gentiles), The others of the 


as did the Seventy (see article, “The Seventy,” at Luke 10), 
h two apostles to two different ethnic groups. 


GALATIANS 2:9 






~ The Apostles in Jerusalem: 
: One Doctrine m | 
) Then after fourteen years I went up 
/ again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and 
also took Titus with me. 2And I went up by 
revelation, and communicated to them that 
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, 
but privately to those who were of reputa- 
tion, lest by any means I might run, or had 
run, in vain.t Yet not even Titus who was 
with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 
circumcised. 4And this occurred because of 
false brethren secretly brought in (who came 
in by stealth to spy, out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us 
into bondage),t 5to whom we did not yield 
submission even for an hour, that the truth of 
the gospel might continue, with you. 3 
6But from those who seemed to, be some- 


_ thing—whatever they were, it makes no dif- 


ference to me; God shows personal fa- 


-voritism to no man—for those who seemed 


to be something added nothing to me.t 7But 


on the contrary, when, they saw, that the 


gospel for the uncircumcised had been 
committed.to me, as the gospel for the cir- 
cumcised was to Petert (for He who 
worked effectively in Peter for the apostle- 


| ship-to:the circumcised. also worked effec- 


tively. in. me toward. the Gentiles),* and 


g to former conduct (v. 13)}—good or bad—but by God's 
received grace from Ananias‘ hands and the waters of 
other's womb (v. 15) refers not.to Paul's physical birth 


born (see Ps 138:15, 16; Is 49:1; Jer 1:5; «, 


bmits himself to the Church and her apostles rather than elevating 
ith Christ, instruction in the gospel, and call to apostleship are _ 


God (v. 20). But he also knows he must 


bishop of Jerusalem and author of the Epistle of James. Brother $ 


n to the Epistle of James). 


“laid before” or “submitted.” Paul submitted to the apos- > 
d been teaching among the Gentiles so that he might not 
did so privately because the Judaizers were slandering him, giving 
dered of reputation, the original apostles. ~ | 


" (v. 2) in the Church, but the Judaizers, whom 


translated “were of reputation,” as inv. 2. To the Ju- 


But the Judaizers were wrong, Paul is not putting 


f the population in the central part of 


Se TI SS ET — 


when James, Cephas, and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave me 
and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 
that we should go to the Gentiles and they 
to the circumcisedt. !°They desired only 






that we should remember the poor, the very | 


thing which I also was eager to do.t 


~ True Apostles Are Correctable => 

Now when Petere had come to Antioch, 
I withstood him to his face, because he was 
to be blamed:t '2for before certain men 
came from James, he would eat with the 
Gentiles: but when they came, he withdrew 
and separated himself, fearing those who 
were of the circumcision.t And the rest of 


the Jews also played the hypocrite with | 
him, so that even Barnabas was Carried | 


away with their hypocrisy. 
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mm The Source of Faith Is Christ 7- 

But when I saw that they were not 
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 
I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being 
a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not 
as the Jews, why do you’ compel Gentiles to 
live as Jews?>t 15We who are Jews by nature, 
and not sinners of the Gentiles,t '*knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 
works of the law; for by the works of the law 
no flesh shall be justified.t 

17*But if, while we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, 
is Christ therefore a minister of sin? 





2:11 aNU-Text reads Cephas. 
2-14aNU-Text reads how can you. "Some inter- 
preters stop the quotation here. 


2:9 The right hand of fellowship indicates consensus, not merely friendship. The apostles are united in 


preaching the same gospel. 


2:10 Apostles are also united in caring for the poor, which in this case probably refers to the Jerusalem 


church (see Acts 11:27-30). 


2:11 No individual apostle (or bishop or patriarch) is infallible. Even when he speaks officially 

(ex officio), he is correctable. Unchecked, Peter could have caused a schism. 

2:12, 13 The men who came from James were probably trying to force the culture of the Jerusalem 
church on the Gentiles—and they were not necessarily representing James. Jerusalem was Jewish, but 
to impose that culture on Gentiles was hypocrisy (v. 13). And-to mistake culture—any culture—for the 
gospel is even worse. God had already shown that Jewish dietary laws were obsolete (Acts 10:11-16), 


for the law is fulfilled in Christ. 


2:14-21 Paul recounts the speech he gave in Antioch when he confronted Peter: 


2:15 Gentiles were considered sinners by the Jews. 


2:16—4:31 In this section, Paul gives the content of the true gospel by contrasting it with the false 


gospel, that of the Judaizers, 


(1) The source of justification is faith, not the works of the law (2:16-21). (a) Works of the law deal 
with man in his fallen state, in his corruption; faith “crucifies” man’s corrupt condition and deals with 
the new man in Christ. (b) Works of the law begin with the action of man; faith begins with the action 
of God. Every work of faith is the action of both God and man, a cooperation (synergy) between the 
divine and human wills. This faith and these actions find their source and fulfillment in God-made-Man, 
Christ. We experience them through our union with Christ brought about in baptism. 

(2) The Holy Spirit gives us power for the ongoing life of righteousness in Christ, the life of blessing 
(3:1-14). (a) Father Abraham is the father of faith and of the blessing of the Spirit. (b) But Judaizers, 
who have based their righteousness on the works of the law, have received a curse, not the blessing of 


the Spirit. 


(3) The status conferred by righteousness is sonship. We become children of God through union with 
God incarnate (3;15—4:31), (a) The source of sonship is God, not humanity; divine promise, not human 
deeds; faith, not works. (b) God introduced the works of the law to protect mankind until the time of 
divine sonship, the time when our union with the Son of God became possible. (c) The purpose of son- 
ship is for us to become like God and to enter heaven. | 
2:16 What does it mean to be justified? See the article, “Justification by Faith,” at Romans 5. Faith in 
Jesus Christ is grammatically parallel to the works of the law and should be translated “the faith of 
Jesus Christ,” The faith of Christ is the gospel. As the source of works is the law, so the source of faith is 
Christ. It is the faith of Christ—His beliefs, His trust, His obedience—that justifies us, not our faith as 
such. Christ's faith is seen in His entire life on earth, not in just a few of His crucial works. 





certainly not!" '8For if I build again those 
hings which I destroyed, I make myself a 
ansgressor.* For I through the law died 
the law that I might live to God.t 2°] have 


heen crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 


who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life | 


which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
yimself for me.* ^I do not set aside the 
ace of God; for if righteousness comes 
rough the law, then Christ died in vain.”t 
-» The Life of Faith Is in the Spirit -z> 
O foolish Galatians! Who has be- 
witched you that you should not obey 
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was Clearly portrayed among you? as cruci- 
fed?t 2This only I want to learn from you: 
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GALATIANS 3:7 


Did you receive the Spirit by the works of 


the law, or by the hearing of faith? ’Are you 
so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are 
you now being made perfect by the flesh? 
4Have you suffered so many things in 
vain—if indeed it was in vain? 


-=. Faith Brings Sonship > 


STherefore He who supplies the Spirit to 
you and works miracles among you, does 
He do it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?— ‘just as Abraham “be- 
lieved God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.”** Therefore know that 





3:1 82NU-Text omits that you should not obey 
the truth. "NU-Text omits among you. 
3:6 "Genesis 15:6 


2:17 By Christ should be “in Christ.” Justification is not merely legal but actual—effected by our real, 
personal union with Christ in His glorified human nature. That we could be found sinners shows this 
union never takes away our free will, and explains how some defected to Judaism. 
2:18 Those things which | destroyed are “the works of the law” (v. 16). Paul destroyed them in the 
sense of proving their ineffectiveness for salvation. The real transgressor here is one who tries to rein- 
stitute the Jewish Law. 
2:19 We die through the law, not bypassing or dishonoring it, but by recognizing that it is holy; that 
we deserve its consequence, death; and that we voluntarily die to the law through our death with 
christ. Being crucified with Christ through baptism, we come alive to the law of the Spirit, which per- 
facts the intention of the OT /aw. There is no contradiction between law and gospel. The law is "holy 
and just and good” (Rom 7:12). However, the law is “weak” (Rom 8:3) and “obsolete” (Heb 8:13), for it 
i fulfilled in the gospel, .in Christ Himself. if eet 
2:20 | have been crucified with Christ means our sinful ” passions and desires” (5:24) have been cruci- 
fied. This is not the crucifixion of human nature, but of the flesh; the corruption into which human na- 
ture has fallen. This crucifixion must be willingly and freely accepted, just as Christ freely accepted His 
death. Living in the flesh (Gr. en sarki) is contrasted with living “in the faith” (Gr. en pistei), translated _ 
here by faith. Just as living in the flesh involves the whole person, body and soul, so living “in the faith” 
involves the whole person. Justification therefore constitutes substantial union with Christ, not just an 
abstract position of the believer with respect to God. he t to ION at Ki 
While it is no longer | who live under.the dominion of sinful passions and desires, | do live a crucified 
life in Christ. As we are not saved by works alone, nowhere does the NT say we are saved by faith 
alone. We are saved by faith, but not faith a/one. | | St 
2:21 Set aside the feria of God is what Peter and Barnabas had done (Ww. 12, 13). The faith of Christ is 
Not opposed to the works of the law, but it Is opposed to using works to justify oneself betore God. As 
oses himself looked ahead to Christ (Heb 11:26), so the law is a shadow, an icon, pointing toward 
rist Himself, who brings us life. > fly j 
3:1-5 The A hat E in Jesus Christ (v. 1) and received the Spirit through the hearing of 
faith (v. 2). But they are foolish because they have rejected ongoing life in Christ and the Spirit, teach- 
Ng instead that AAA made perfect by the flesh V LTTE Paul argues they do not under- 
Nd rightequcne sow men have always participated In It. x | 
"5-9 Whe aretha cons ue Abrahanh? Those who are of faith (v. 7)—true Christians. Jews saw Abraham 
“s their father. Paul shows that Abraham's righteousness (v. 6) does not consist in Sank: me aN but 
In believing God (v. 9). Righteousness Is a heart-centered belief in and obedience to Goa, with the 


g of the Holy Spirit. | nis ot 2 logi 
Accounted (y 6) i suggests keeping the books, ledgers, CPAs. To “account here (Gr. /ogi- 
mai) a v ein all participation. When God “accounted Abraham righteous, Abraham 
* Participating with God in the fruit of the Holy Spirit and faith (v. 5). ae eaten N 
With believing Abraham (v. 9) is literally “in the faith of Abraham,” that which he relieved anc id. 
Ii h H Aneska e Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham 
h from works is impossible. To justify (v. 8) means to 
9) in Abraham is to participate with 


2o 


Un an that Jesus’ words, “If you M ating fait 
mi?) UNderscore the fact that separar" } 
| pake righteous and so to be righteous. Therefore, to be blessed (v. 
‘body and soul, in communion with God and His goodness. 








GALATIANS 3:8 | 

only those who are of faith are sons of 
Abraham. 8And the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel to Abraham _before- 
hand, saying, “Jn you all the nations shall 
be blessed.”* 9So then those who are of 
faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 


~a, Free from the Curse > 
10For as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse; for it is written, 








“Cursed is everyone who does not continue | 


in all things which are written in the book 
of the law, to do them.”*t But that no one 
is justified by the law in the sight of God is 
evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” 
12Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man 
who does them shall live by them,” * 
i3Christ has redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, having become a curse for us 


(for it is written, “Cursed Is everyone who 
hangs on a tree”),t “that the blessing of 
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in 


Christ Jesus, that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith." 
= Sonship: Promise, Not Law =: 
!5Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: 
Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if il 


is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.t 


l6Now to Abraham and his’ Seed were the 
promises made. He, does inot: say, “And to 


3:10 While the works of the law are good, those who are of the works of the law are cursed because 





your Seed,”4 who is Christ. And this I say, 
that the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years later, cannot annul the cove- 
nant that was confirmed before by God in 
Christ,4 that it should make the promise of 
no effect. !8For if the inheritance is of the 
law, it.is no longer of promise; but God 
gave it to Abraham by promise. 
-`a The Law Our Tutor 7 | 
19What purpose then does the law serve? 
It was added because of transgressions, till 
the Seed should come to whom the promise 
was made; and it was appointed through 
angels by the hand ofa mediator.t 2°Now a 
| mediator does not mediate for one only, but 


1 


| God is one.t : | 
21fs the law then against the promises of 
God? Certainly not! For if there had been a 
law given which could have given life, truly 
| righteousness would have been by the law. 

22But the Scripture has confined all under 

sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus 

Christ. might be given to those who be- 
| lieve.t 23But before, faith came, we were 
kept under. guard by the law, kept for the 


3:8 Genesis 12:3: 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14 

3:10 2-Deuteronomy 27:26 ~ 3:11 -Habakkuk 2:4 
3:12 «Leviticus 18:5 3:13 °@Deuteronomy 21:23 
3:16 Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7 “` 3:174NU-Text 
omits in Christ: = 9 is oh 





they cannot become righteous by keeping the law: Even on their own premise they fail, for no one has 


kept a// the law. 


3:12 The law is not of faith because the law came before the true faith (v. 23). This is not to say that 
no one believed before Christ, or that'the law cannot’be obeyed out of faith. Abraham is the father of 
faith! But his faith was a type of the faith of Christ, for his faith is perfected in the faith of Christ: 

3:13 Christ perfectly obeyed the law and accepted its curse. In Christ, we are redeemed from the curse 


and participate in His perfect faith and obedience. | 


3:14 How is God's promised blessing obtained? The Judaizers believed they were progressing toward 
perfection by obeying the law. Paul argues by contrast that the blessing comes through the promise of 


the Spirit through faith, a participation in the very life of God. | 
3:15-18 The Jews were blinded by the multitude of details of the law, They 


failed to see that their son- 


ship was founded on God's promises (the covenant) made to Abraham (v. 16), Since a covenant that 
was confirmed (v. 17) cannot be added to, changed, or annulled, the law, which comes later (v. 17), 
cannot alter the covenant’s promise (v. 15). The Jews thought they were sons of Abraham (seeds) 
through physical genealogy. They overlooked the fact that Seed (v, 16) is singular, referring to Christ. 
3:19 Why was the law given then? Because Israel was transgressing what they knew of God's law 
through conscience and nature. So God put it in writing! The law was never a savior, but a tutor (v, 24) 


to convict Israel of transgressions and to lead her to Christ. _ 
3:20 For Christ to be the mediator between God and man (see also 1Ti 2:5), He had to 


be both God and 


man, God is one is a reference to the one divine nature and does not deny the existence of three divine 
Persons, (Priests, by the way, are not seen as mediators between God and man; their role is to lead peo- 


ple to the Mediator.) 


3:22-25 Faith in (v. 22) should be translated “faith of.” Two faiths are cooperating: first and foremost, | 


Christ’s faith; secondarily, the faith of those who believe, While OT people | 
participate in Christ's faith, for Christ had notiyetcome,, =o 


i eee ey eee ee ee 


ad faith, 


they could not = 





—_— dS 9 ___GALATIANS 4:11 





` faith which would afterward be revealed. | under the element . t 4 
Therefore the law Was our tutor to bring | when: the fulness ey eset ed eae 
| ys to Christ, that we might be justified by | God- sent forth His Son; borna of a woman, 
| ith. But after faith has come, we are nò | born under the lawt® 5to redeem. those 
jonger under a tutor. ©- 0 who were under the law, that we might re- 
< Sonship by Faith and Baptism m, Seivexte adoption as sons. i Hoon 
sor ar ROVE Oa The ecause you are sons, God has sent 
Re oo Aci NPS of God through forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
faith 1m © ANIS „ESUS. at Aol as many of you | crying out, “Abba, Father!”t 7Therefore vou 
Sete There iS MeRa R have poi on | are no longer a slave but a son, and if a kea 
Christ. r Jew nor Gr Ja Aea ot oie FE 
there is neither slave nor free, there Risi SEn AN NAIP ebveod throuen Ghrist 
ther male nor female; for you’are all one in | ~ œ The Danger of the Law =" 
Christ Jesus.t And if you arë Christ’s,| ®But then, indeed, when you did not know 
then you are Abrahams seed, and heirs ac- | God; you served those’ which by nature are 
cording to the promise. ~! HOW AS not gods. 9But now after you have known 
~. Sons.of God Through Christ, | G04: or rather are known by God, how is’it 
and the Spirit = | that you turn again to the weak and beg- 
| Now | say that the heir, as long as he is EA lava r a ROCHE 
a child, does not differ at, all from-a | Monthsand seasonsana years.t if ath afraid 
slave, though: he is master of all,t.2but. is fT lest lhaveilaboreditor vonin NAi 
under guardians -and stewards. until the HANSIE ale E E S ANES ET E 


| time appointed. by the father. SEven: so. we, | 4:4:Or made 4:74NU-Text reads through God 
when we were children, were. in bondage | and omits'through Christ. HOA ce) 


3:26, 27 Paul directly relates saving faith (V? 26) and being baptized, connecting them as the most inti- 
mate of friends. Verse 27.is the ancient hymn perhaps already being sung at Christian baptisms during 
_ the procession of the newly regenerated into the.assembly—and sung at every Orthodox baptismal 
Service to this day, i d Todo 9c} .emowbnod 
3:28, 29 We share one human nature in Christ. Therefore, valuing people based on opinions and eth- 
nicity (neither Jew nor Greek), pride and social status (neither slave nor free), or gender (neither male ` 
nor female) has no place in the Church. All are one in:nature, and so all are equal in dignity:2 ©. ~ | 
4:1, 2 Child refers not to age but to. understanding. Guardians and stewards provide the special disci- | 
pline and protection required for growth. Slave refers to one under the rule ofa taskmaster, in this. 
tase, the law. | Ry T Emune ta 
| 43 The elements of the world are the philosophies-and-traditions developed by humanity without re— 
gard to God (Col 2:8). E Joi gimn i tet 21s mEn STETS 
4:4, 5 Son refers to Christ as God by nature. God, then, is born of a woman, and so Mary'is rightly > 
led the mother of God (Theotokos). Since Jesus is born under the law, He can redeem, those under- 
the law. Jesus fulfilled the law as an infant by being circumcised on the eighth day and being presented 
nthe temple forty days after His birth. Both of these events are remembered in the liturgical cycle of ~ 
the Orthodox Church. hey 105 \ HOH WING | Ig eit TO Vor POG TOON SF 
Why does God redeem those who were under ien To fulfill His promise to Abraham. God owes) 
10 One anything—He certainly does not owe Us salvation, | ) lura adit agw to 
e iad is God Branio we become sons of God by adoption: We cannot become mem; 
ners of the Godhead-by nature because we are human by nature. But we ga hewing members 0 A aj 
amily by grace. In adoption we become everything Gods, except that we do not share His na ure. Be- 
use We are given new life, adoption is also called.a new birth, being born again, | 
6,7 The ongoing arowth into:adoption, being an heir of God (v. 7), is called deification (see the arti- 
de, ‘Deification " Ha Peter): This means we are becoming by grace what God is by nature. Each Person 
| Ofthe Trinity Spirit Son, and Father (v. 6), is involved in this process of varetpimaten Tierefpeeite 
Come sons of God by grace, we must believe in.and know the Father, the Son, and the Holy p K ; 
10 The fudaiverk Sit r their holy-day calendar an end in itself. Ash seca gave hie oh 
Oly days they poi d themselves to Christ and His Kingdom. The OT holy « ays.are fulfilled in the 
Aaa ect oiiab bia becomes Easter, while Pentecost, the celebration of the giving of the 
hot Holy Spirit—a renewed. calendar for a renewed creation, 
42399 | nmmemorating nuns and female martyrs. | wk 
This passage is read on days comm Meee RE shu Ror awa Giih A EA 
“7 This E read on December 25, the Feast of the Nativity 0 


Hif i 
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GALATIANS 4:12 





2Brethren, | urge you to bebome like me, 
for I became like you. You have not injured 


me at all. '’You know that because of phys- | 


ical infirmity I preached the gospel to you 
at the first.t '*And my trial which was in my 
flesh you did not despise or reject, but you 
received me as an angel of God, even as 
Christ Jesus.t !5Whata then was the bless- 
ing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness 


that, 1f possible, you would have plucked | 


out your own eyes and given them to me. 
l6Have I therefore become your enemy be- 
cause I tell you the truth? 


i7They zealously court you, but for. no | 


good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you 
may be zealous for them..!8But it is good to 
be zealous in a good thing always, and not 
only when I am present with you. !*My little 
children; for whom I labor in birth again 
until Christ is formed in you, 2°! would like 
to be present with you now and to change 
my tone; for I have doubts about you. 


-= An Allegory: Slavery and Sonship =- 
21Tell me, you who desire to be under the 


law, do you not hear the law?t 22For it is writ- | 


ten that Abraham had two sons: the one by 


a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman | 


“3But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born according to the flesh, and he of the 
freewoman through promise, 2*which things 
are symbolic. For these are thea two 
covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which 
gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— 





5for this Hadar is SNount Sinai in ATANA, 
and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children— ?Sbut 
the Jerusalem above is free, which is the 
mother of us all. For it is written: 


“Rejoice, O barren, 
You who do not bear! 
Break forth and shout, 
You who are not in labor! 
For the desolate has many more 
children | | 
Than she who has a husband.”? 


23Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
children of promise. 2?But, as he who was 
born according to the flesh then persecuted 
him who was born according to the Spirit, 
even so it is now. °°Nevertheless what does 
the Scripture say? “Cast out the bond- 


| woman and her son, for the son of the 


bondwoman shall not be heir with the son 
of the freewoman.”@ 31So then, brethren, we 
are not children of the bondwoman but of 
the free. 
«x. Liberty of the Spirit = 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by 
which Christ has made us free, and do 
not be entangled again with a yoke of 


4:15 23NU-Text reads Where. 4:244NU-Text and 
M-Text omit the. 4:27Isaiah 54:1 4:30 Genesis 
21:10 5:18NU-Text reads For freedom Christ 
has made us free; stand fast therefore. 





4:13 The nature of Paul's physical infirmity | is not tenn Perhaps it was staal the sufferings of his 


work for the gospel. 


4:14-19 The angel of God in the OT was a pre-incarnate appearance (theophany) of the Son, whom we 
know as Christ Jesus. A priest in the Church is called to be a manifestation of Christ and is to be 
received as Christ, but he is neither identical with Christ nor a mediator between a Christian and Christ. 
He must both win the love of his people (v. 15) and adamantly confront bad behavior and wrong belief 
(vv. 16-18). A true priest seeks spiritual growth, deification, for his people (v. 19), even if his people do 


not want the truth (v. 16). 


4:21-31 By saying that Abraham's two sons and related events are symbolic (v. 24, Gr. allegoreo), Paul 
is not implying that they are not historical. Rather he asserts that OT history is announcing something 
far greater than itself. Hagar and Mount Sinai symbolize earthly Jerusalem and the Jews under the 
law (v. 25). Sarah, the freewoman (vv. 22, 23), symbolizes the heavenly Jerusalem, that is, the Church 
(v. 26). The desolate are those in the Church, especially the Gentiles; she who has a husband is Israel 
(v. 27). Furthermore, Sarah is a type of Mary, the Mother of God, for Sarah’s son was born through 


promise (v. 23), the promise of God. 


Isaac “was the issue of bodies that were dake and of a womb that was dead. His conception was not 
by the flesh, nor his birth by the seed, for the womb was dead both through age and barrenness. But 


the Word of God fashioned him... . 


He that was not according to the flesh was more honorable than 


he that was born after the flesh. Therefore let it not disturb you that you were not born after the flesh. 
For from the very reason that you are not so born, are you most of all Abraham's kindred” (JohnChr). 


[=< 





4:22-31 This passage is read on September 23, the Feast of the Conception of the John the Baptist, and 
on December 9, the Feast of the Conception of the Theotokos. 











ondage.t “Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if 
you become circumcised, Christ will profit 
you nothing. “And I testify again to every 
ian who becomes circumcised that he is a 
jebtor to keep the whole law. You have be- 
come estranged from Christ, you who at- 
rempt to be justified by law; you have fallen 
from grace. *For we through the Spirit ea- 
erly wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith.t For in Christ Jesus neither circumci- 
sion nor uncircumcision avails anything, 
but faith working through love.t 


m Liberty of the Apostles SIP 


Tyou ran well. Who hindered you from 
obeying the truth? This persuasion does 


not come from Him who calls you. 2A little | 


leaven leavens the whole lump. 1I have 
confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will 
have no other mind; but he who troubles 
you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 

And I, brethren, if I still preach circum- 


| cision; why do | still suffer persecution? 


Then the offense of the cross has ceased. '] | 


could wish that these who trouble you 


| would even cut themselves off! 





w War Against the Flesh => 


For you, brethren, have been called to 
liberty; only do not use liberty as an oppor- 


ls 95. 





GALATIANS 5:24 


sh, but through love serve 


tunity for the fle 


one another.t !4For all the law is fulfilled in 


one word, even in this: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” !5But if you bite and 
devour one another, beware lest you be 
consumed by one another! 

16] say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 
Shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.t !7For 
the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; and these are con- 
trary to one another, so that you do not do 
the things that you wish. !8But if you are led 
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

'SJNow the works of the flesh are evident, 
which are: adultery, fornication, unclean- 
ness, lewdness, 2°idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
Zlenvy, murders,? drunkenness, revelries, 
and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 
just as I also told you in time past, that 
those who practice such things will not in- 
herit the kingdom of God. 

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,4 23gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law. 2#And those 


5:14 Leviticus 19:18 5:192NU-Text omits adul- 
tery. 5:214NU-Text omits murders. 


e TT ee SST 


5:1-5 The yoke of bondage is the law. It mistakes the lesser reality, its rules and regulations, its exter- 
nals, for the greater reality, God, who produced the law and to whom the externals point. The law in 
this sense includes: (1) the initiatory requirement to be circumcised (v. 2); (2) an obligation to perfectly 
obey the whole law (v. 3); (3) being justified by law—trying to establish one’s own righteousness un- 
der the law (v. 4); (4) continuing bondage to sin (v. 1); (5) dependence on the “flesh,” corrupt human 
Nature: (6) alienation from Christ and from grace (v. 4), which Christ calls “labor” and being “heavy 


laden” (Mt 11:28). 


By contrast, Christ’s yoke is life in the Spirit, which includes: (1) the regeneration of baptism (3:27), 
the renewal of the arte human nature in Christ, the circumcision of the heart; (2) obedience to Christ 


being justified by grace, God's righteousness which becomes 


Ours; (4) freedom or liberty (v. 1) from the power of sin; (5) dependence upon the Spirit (v. 5) and 
access to the beret sel heer human nature of Christ; (6), union with Christ and the grace of God. 


5113-15 The way of life in the Spirit, the way 0 

another (v, 13). We must avoid at all co 

ihe By the flesh, Paul does not mean the body. 

bane will, the earthly mind, the slothful an 

ut va human nature. This flesh is 
Its eyil deeds, 


f faith and love, is expressed through service to God and 
sts competitive comparisons of each other’s deeds. 

The flesh here is a general term for evil actions, the 

d careless soul—things that are under one’s control, not 
crucified with Christ (v. 24), It is not human nature that is mortified, 





522 6. This passage is read on days commemorating holy monks. 


GALATIANS 5:25 


who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. “°If we live in 





the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. | 
Let us not become conceited, provoking | 


one another, envying one another.t 


=. Do Good to All «=> 
Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, consid- 
ering yourself lest you also be tempted.t 
2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ.t °For if anyone thinks 
himself to be something, when he is noth- 
ing, he deceives himself. “But let each one 
examine his own work, and then he will 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another. For each one shall bear his own 
load. 
6Let him who is taught the word share in 
all good things with him who teaches." 
7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatever a man sows, that he will also 
reap. ®For he who sows to his flesh wiil of | 


the flesh reap corruption, but he who’ sows | 
to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everiast- | 


ing life. 9And let us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due season we Shall reap 
if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all, es- 





1596 


pecially to those who are of the Rousétrord 
of faith. 


«c The Rule of Faith = 

\1\See with what large letters I have writ- 
ten to you with my own hand! !4As many as 
desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 
these would compel you to be circumcised, 
only that they may not suffer persecution 
for the cross of Christ.t !3For not even those 
who are circumcised keep the law, but they 
desire to have you circumcised that they 
may boast in your flesh. '4But God forbid 
that I should boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom? the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.t 5For in Christ Jesus neither. cir- 
cumcision nor uncircumcision avails any- 
thing, buta new creation.t - 

is And as many as walk according to this 
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and 
upon the Israel of God.t 

\7From now on let no one trouble me, for 
I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus. 


= Benediction -=> 


Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ de with your spirit. Amen. 


6:14 Or by which (the cross) 


5:25 A walk in the Spirit comes from life in the Spirit. 

6:1 To be able to administer correction with gentleness is a spiritual gift. 

6:2 Paul admonishes us to bear one another's burdens. But moments later, he notes that “each one 
shall bear his own load” (v. 5). Both are true. We are called to initiate caregiving in the Church; and not 


to be needless burdens to others. 


6:6 See Nm 31:47; 35:1-8; 1Co 9:14. The teacher and the taught form a bond, and the E here is in 


material blessings. 


6:12 The legalizers choose to offend God that they may. please human beings. 


6:14 How does one boast.. 


. in the cross? Throughout the history of the Church, Christians have’ - 


preached the Cross, displayed the Cross in their homes and altars, venerated the Cross in the liturgy, and 
signed themselves with the Cross in worship of the Holy Trinity and during times of fear or temptation. 
6:15 The new creation is our way of life in Christ thet 


6:16 Paul calls the Church Israel. 


6:17 Paul is no hypocrite or coward. He has persevered through much for what ne i is teaching, and he 


bears in his body the marks to prove it. 





Aut hor— Some have cited differences in style, vocabulary, and doctrinal 

Bo hash between Ephesians and other Pauline epistles to dispute Paul’s 
authorship of Ephesians. However, the epistle itself claims to be written by 
Paul (1:1), and the Church has recognized Paul as the author, writing under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Because Paul dictated some of ae letters, 
differences in content and style would be expected. pus . 


Dat te— Paul probably wrote Ephesians font Rome during his imprisonment 
in AD 61—63, as recorded in Acts 28:16-31: 


u or Theme The riches of Christ in the Church: The mystery of salvation in 





the Church, the body of Christ, is not only for all mankind but for all 
creation, affecting this age and the age to come. The body of Christ i is the | 


center and life of all. Subthemes include: 


(1). The work of the-Holy Ii Trinity-in: our salvation (1: 3-14, 17; LD: 18, 22: Be 4, 15; 
14-17; 20,2215+4:3+67 9: 18-21) 


(2) The blessings of Christ to the Church i; 1I 1) oy 


(3) Our response to God’s grade (4: 1—6; 24), 


| (4 4) God's strength for spiritual warfare ee 19—2: 10; 4: 17-34; 6 10-18) 


Bac k Krou nd—-Some of the early manuscripts do not have “ini Ephesus” in 
verse 1. Further, the content of Ephesians | is general, which gives it the — 
book rather than a letter. It includes no personal greetings, >i get 
although it is addressed to a city where Paul had spent two anda half years 
in the midfifties AD (Acts 19:8. 10; 20:17, 31). It is probable, then, that this. ~) 
letter was intended not just for the Ephesians, but also for circulation among - 
the churches of western Asia Minor that Paul had founded from Ephesus — 


during his third missiO 
the Laodiceans” mentioned i in Colossi 





character of a 


nary journey, It is possible Ephesians i 1S: the: lectern to 
ans 4:16. norg 
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I. Greeting (1:1, 2) C. The apostles as faithful messengers 
Il. Praise of God's Plan for the World (1:3-23) | (3:1-13) 
A. The creative sovereignty of the Father D. A prayer for the deification of the 
(1:3-6) Church (3;14—21) 
B. The redemptive administration of the IV. Conduct of the Body of Christ (4:1—6:20) 
Son (1:7—12) A. As the body of Christ (4:1—16) 
C. The perfecting faithfulness of the Spirit B. As children of God (4:17—5:5) 
(1:13, 14) C. As partakers of light (5:6-21) 
D.A prayer for revelation (1:15-23) D. As families in the Church (5:22—6:9) 
Ill. Theciogy of Christ and His Church E. As soldiers of Christ (6:10—20) 
(2:13:21) V. Conclusion (6:21—24) 


A- Salvation as a gift for all (2:1-10) . 
B. The church as one household for all 
(2:11-22) 
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= Greeting .-=> places in Christ,t 4just as He chose us in 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the | Him before the foundation of the world, 

will of God, | that we should be holy and without blame 

before: Him in love,t Shaving predestined us 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and | tg adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 

faithful in Christ Jesus:' Himself, according to the good pleasure of 

2Grace to you and peace from God our His will, ŝto the praise of the glory of His 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. praca o which He made us accepted in the 
ved. 


æ. The Sovereignty of the Father = 
~. The Administration of the Son => 


Blessed be the God and Father of our | 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 7In Him we have redemption through His 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly | blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 





1:1, 2 Saints and faithful are biblical and historical references to Christian believers. Here, God (v. 2) 
refers to the Father, Lord (Gr. kyrios) refers to the Son. Early Christian usage of these words indicates an 
identity of nature but distinction of Persons between the Father and the Son. 

1:3-14 In the original Greek, this is all one sentence, Paul's opening theme is the preeminence of God's 
initiative. We say, simply, “Blessed is the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Paul’s doxology is 
more raat The Father has all power (vv. 3-6); the Son, all rule (vv. 7-12); the Spirit, all caretaking 
(vv. 13, 14). 

1:3 God blesses and so is blessed. The Christian life is a response to God's initiative, especially that of 
the Father but also that of the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Spiritual blessing is primarily the work of the 
Spirit. The heavenly places, where the risen and ascended Christ reigns, are experienced in Christ, that 
is, by the life that is begun when one is joined with Christ in baptism (see Rom 6:3-5). 

1:4-6 Everything comes from God, and everything should be drawn back to Him. God's original intent 
for the Incarnation was not redemption from the Fall but adoption as sons of God (v. 5), that is, deifi- 
cation. For when God contemplated creating the world, He planned on bringing it into union with Him- 
self through the Incarnation of His Son, that is, through the Son’s union with human nature. That is 
why St. Athanasius can say, “God became man that man might become god." 

The Father chose us (v. 4) in Him, the Son, Christ, who is God by nature, became Man by choice. If 
we choose Him, we, who are human by nature, become “gods” by grace, If we are in Christ, the Son of 
God, we are sons of God, Paul is not addressing individuals as such but us, the community, the Church. 
And he is not addressing the issue of human will in salvation but the will of God, which is that all are 
chosen (see Rom 11:32; 1Ti 2:4; 2Pt 3:9), But being predestined (v. 5) by God does not nullify human 
will: in everything, God is the originator, the initiator; we merely respond, but our response is necessary. 
Becoming a Christian is not so much inviting Christ into one’s life as getting oneself into Christ's life. 
What is true of Christ must become true of one who is in Him. | 








the riches of His gracet ‘which He made to 

hound toward us in all wisdom and pru- 
gence, *having made known to us the mys- 
tery Of His will, according to His good 
pleasure Which He purposed in Himself,t 
that in the dispensation of the fullness of 
he times He might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, botha which are in 
heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 
ujn Him also we have obtained an inheri- 
tance, being predestined according to the 
purpose Of Him who works all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of His will,t !2that we 
who first trusted in Christ should be to the 
praise of His glory. 


«a The Faithfulness of the Spirit s 
Bin Him you also trusted, after you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise,t who? is ihe guarantee of our in- 


heritance until the redemption of the pur- | 


chased possession, to the praise of His 
glory. 


> os = a N, 





'STherefore I also, after I heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints,t !6do not cease to give thanks for 
you, making mention of you in my prayers: 
Uthat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him, '8the eyes of your understanding? 
being enlightened; that you may know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints,t Sand what is the exceeding great- 
ness of His power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of His mighty 
power 2°which He worked in Christ when 
He raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places, 2!far above all principality and 
power and might and dominion, and every 


name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in that which is to come.t 


1:10 8NU-Text and M-Text omit both. 


1:144NU-Text reads which. 1:18 4NU-Text and 


M-Text read hearts. 





1:7, 8 The sacraments of baptism (redemption) and the Eucharist (His blood) are alluded to as the nec- 
essary foundation for drawing near to God. Redemption has a technical meaning relative to the freeing 
of slaves. Here, the bondage is to sins; the act of releasing is forgiveness; the price of redemption is 
blood—the human life of Christ given over to death for the sake of new life. This beginning of life in 
Christ is not merely legal, nor instantaneous, but living and dynamic. 
1:9, 10 The mystery is the plan of salvation, the gospel, the Kingdom of God, the Church. This mystery 
centers on Christ Himself (Col 2:2), from the Incarnation (1Ti 3:16), to the Cross (1Co 2:8), to the restora- 
tion and culmination of all things (v. 10). It is the fullness (v. 10) of all, not only for humanity but for 
the whole creation. Although it was announced by the prophets (Rom 16:25, 26), God revealed it 
through Christ, and it is made known to us through the apostles (3:1-5; 1Co 2:6, 7, 10-16; 4:1). The mys- 
tery is made manifest in history by the fact that Gentiles and Jews compose one body (3:6; Col 1:26-28). 
The mystery is experienced in the sacraments of the Church, which are called the “mysteries.” 
1:11-14 The gospel unites all humanity: the Jews (w. 11, 12) and the Gentiles (vv. 13, 14). The Jews, 
-= Specially those who trusted in Christ (v. 12)—one of whom was Paul, hence the use of we (v. 11)— 
_ Were the first witnesses to the coming of the Messiah. In “the fullness of the times” (v. 10) they were 
| Joined by the Gentiles. | 
= 1:43; 14 The sitseunne of the Holy Spirit was an evidence that the last times, the day of the Lord, had 
‘ome. Hence, Pentecost was a proof to the Jews that Jesus indeed was the Messiah. And the outpour- 
Ng of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48) was a proof they were equal to the Jews in this 
Nal age. After baptism one is sealed with the Holy Spirit, called “chrismation.” (The word “seal” ìs 
peated by Orthodox Christians as the priest or bishop anoints the newly baptized with oil.) | 
he guarantee (v. 14) is a first insta meb k kine, a RHA payment or earnest of what is later to be 
Mpleted: we | redeemed and shall be redeemed, . n 
15-23 Fick ae gear prayer that Paul prayed often and repetitiously (v. 16). He asks that his — 
"carers might understand the redemption he outlined in w. 3-14. Like vv. 3-14, this section is also one 
| 29 sentence i ek. 
: 15 This is ne of restating the two great commandments: love God and love man. eee 
18 Understanding should be translated “heart.” The prayer that Orthodox Christians pray before the 





Young of the Gospel begins, “ilumine our hearts, O Master who love mankind, with the pure light of 
aias pn o wiedge. d dominion (v. 21) are orders of angelic beings. Because Christ 
its to Him (v. 22). Because He is intimately united with the church 
Church has the greatest glory of all creation. The Church is 
God is infinite, the Church never ceases becoming “full.” 


“1-23 Principa ight, an 
t incipality, power, might, 

i, ends all (v. 21), everything subm 

an as a head to its body (v. 23), the 

* Masterpiece (v. 23). Since Christ as 
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and gave Him to be head over all things to 
the church, 2which is His body, the fullness 
of Him who fills all in all. 


æ, Transfiguration by Grace ~- 


And you He made alive, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins,t 2in which 
you once walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works 
in the sons of disobedience, “among whom 
also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were byna- 
ture children of wrath,just as the others. 
4But God, who is rich in mercy, because 
of His great love with which He loved. us, 
seven when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), °and raised us 
up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, "that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of Godt %not of 


2 And He put all things under His feet, 
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m 







are His workmans 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 


beforehand that we should walk in them. 


m The Former Alienation of the 
Gentiles 7- 

UTherefore remember that you, once 
Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called the Cir- 
cumcision made in the flesh by hands—t 
that at that time you were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. 


«~ The Means of Union «= 

l3But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 

l4hor He Himself is our peace, who has 
made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of separation, “having abol- 
ished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the 
law of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances, so as to create in Himself one new 
man from the two, thus making peace, 
lsand that He might reconcile them both to 


works, lest anyone should boast. "For we | God in one body through the cross, thereby 





2:1-7 Two unequal kingdoms are at war. Each is spiritual in nature; each stamps its image on its sub- 
jects and requires strict obedience. Yet they are opposites. The king of the lesser realm is a created be- 
ing, Satan. His domain is of the air (v. 2), neither fully of earth nor of heaven. He is the author of dis- 
obedience (v. 2), rebellion. The beginning of his rule is spiritual death (v. 1). The desires of his subjects 
are lustful, of the flesh and of the mind (v. 3). Their deeds are trespasses and sins (v. 1). The result of 


his rule is wrath (v. 3), and hence eternal death. 


The King of the other Kingdom is uncreated, God the Father (v. 4). His realm is the heavenly places 
(v. 6). He rules by mercy and love (v. 4). The beginning of His rule is redemption to eternal life (v. 5). 


The desires of His subjects are thankfulness and glorifying God. Their. deeds are righteous, as is proper 
to nore whe reign with Christ. The result of His rule is exceeding riches and kindness (v. 7), and hence 
eternal life. 
2:8-10 How can one get from the one kingdom to the other (vv. 1-7)? By the unity of grace, faith, and 
works (v. 9). Not that these are equal, for grace is uncreated and infinite, whereas our faith is limited 
and can grow; good works flow out of authentic faith. Works cannot earn us this great treasure—it is a 
pure gift—but those who receive this gift do good. We are not saved by good works, but for good 
works (v. 10). i | 
2:11, 12 Since salvation involves the renewal of all mankind in Christ, the old distinction between Jew 
and Gentile no longer exists. This ethnic distinction was based on the flesh (v. 11), the Gentiles being 
uncircumcised and the Jews being circumcised. While Israel was especially blessed by God (v. 12), both 
Jews and Gentiles had to become true Israel (see vv. 13-18). 
2:13-18 Man’s brokenness was twofold: man was separated from man, that is, Gentile from Jew 
(vv, 13-15); and man was separated from God (vv. 16-18), The healing is likewise twofold: the creation 
of a unified humanity, the Church, and the raising of this unified humanity to God. The Incarnation of 
the Son of God accomplished the former; His death and Resurrection did the latter. The whole Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, act together (v. 18; see v. 22). | 
The middle wall of separation (v. 14) probably refers to the barrier in the temple separating the 
Court of the Gentiles from the Court of the Jews. This barrier manifested the limitations of the Old 
Covenant. It did not heal humanity's self-alienation; it actually increased human hostility. Now that this 
wall is broken down, both Gentiles and Jews are reconciled and one in Christ. | 


SSeS M 7 | | 
>28 WORKS” TN. PAU L Shag 
WRITING 
) St. Paul uses the term “works” extensiv 
M and Ephesians. By this term, he means 
TIE, two categories: 


Ga | Dead works: These can be works that are evil, such as murder, adultery, idol wor- 
“= ship, and robbery—which the Scriptures also call “works of the flesh” (Gal 5:19) and 

obviously condemn. But in addition, dead works can be works—even good works—done for 
the wrong reasons. These are works that are good in themselves—such as fasting, giving 


ely in his letters, especially in Romans, Galatians, 
human activities which he generally classifies in 







money, and feeding the poor—but are done to call attention to oneself or to gain standing in 
the community. Selfish motivation turns good works into dead works. (The solution to this 
problem is not to Cease fasting, giving, or helping, but rather to turn from the sin of self- 
glorification. ) et 

2 Living works: These are deeds that are both good in themselves and done for a good. . 
purpose: the glory of God. Good works the Scriptures commend. Paul teaches they are an 
outgrowth of our salvation when he writes, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Eph 
2:10). They contribute to our faith, as -James teaches, “You see then that a man is justified by 
works, and not by faith only [or alone]” (Jam 2:24). When we do living works, we rely on the 
strength and grace of God, and we seek to bring glory to Him and not to ourselves through 
what we do. | | | BAN] 2 


Some have erroneously interpreted Paul, particularly in Romans 4, to be condemning all - 
works. A careful reading of Romans, however, reveals Paul is not putting down works in gen- 
eral, but dead works. St. Maximos the Confessor, writing in the seventh century, states clearly 
the view of the Church concerning dead works: | 

Many human activities, good in themselves, are not good because of the motive 

for which they are done. For example, fasting, vigils, prayer, psalmody [the singing 
of hymns], acts of charity and hospitality are by nature good. But when performed — 
for the sake of self-esteem [vainglory, self-glorification] they are not good. In 
everything we do, God searches out our purpose to see whether we do it for Him 
or for some other motive . . . quite clearly He bestows blessings only when some- 
thing is done for the right purpose. For God’s judgment looks not at the actions, - 
but at the purpose behind them: | | | 

Thus, the Christian actively cultivates a habit of doing good works for the glory of God, 
and as a way of life. The writings of Paul are clear. If we are joined to Christ and cleansed from 
the dishonor of the past, we become “a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, _ 
Prepared for every good work” (2Ti 2:21). God sets us apart to Himself so we will be 
Productive and useful to, Him. tee 
_ “Therefore, my beloyed brethren,” Paul tells the Corinthians, “be steadfast, Îi 

_ Mmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not § 
“vain in the Lord” (1Co 15:58), aeui 
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putting to death the enmity. !7And He came | it has now been revealed by the Spirit 
and preached peace to you who were afar | His holy apostles and prophets:t *that the 
off and to those who were near. !8For 


| | | Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same 
through Him we both have access by one | body, and partakers of His promise in 
Spirit to the Father. 


Christ through the gospel,t 
~a. The Unity of Jew and Gentile in | 
Christ > 


l9Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citi- | 
zens with the saints and members of the 
household of God,t 2°having been built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cor- 
nerstone, “lin whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are 
being built together for a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit. 


= Paul’s Revelation -=> 














æ. Paul’s Apostolic Commission -7> 
Tof which I became a minister according 
to the gift of the grace of God given to me 
by the effective working of His power. 
8To me, who am less than the least of all 

the saints, this grace was given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the un- 
„searchable riches of Christ,t 9and to make 
all see what is the fellowship? of the mys- 
tery, which from the beginning of the ages 
has been hidden in God who created all 
things through Jesus Christ;® !°to the intent 
that now the manifold wisdom of God 
might be made known by the church to the 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of | principalities and powers in the heavenly 

Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—t 2if in- | places,t |!according to the eternal purpose 
deed you have heard of the dispensation cf | which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
the grace of God which was given to me for | Lord, 2in whom we have boldness and ac- 
you, *how that by revelation He made | cess with confidence through faith in Him.t 
known to me the mystery (as I have briefly | Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart 
written already.’ “DY which WHEN VOU reaa: =< 
SONADON understand my knowledge in the 3:9 4NU-Text and M-Text read stewardship (dis- 
mystery of Christ), which in other ages | pensation). NU-Text omits through Jesus 
was not made known to the sons of men, as | Christ. 





2:19-22 The Church, humanity unified and renewed through union with the incarnate Son of God 

(vv. 11-18), is built on a foundation of Jesus Christ and the apostles and prophets (v. 20). From this 
foundation come the Scriptures and all doctrine. In 4:11 these gifts are implied to be a continuing real- 
ity in the Church. And the spiritual building is one: the Church is designed to be united. 

3:1-13 How does Paul fit into the cosmic plan described in 1:3-14 and 2:1-22? God has revealed this 
plan to him (vv. 1-6) so that he can reveal it to all, especially to the Gentiles (vv. 7-13). 

3:1, 2 Prisoner (Paul is in prison in Rome as he writes this letter) is a title of honor and a mark of apos- 
tleship (Lk 21:12; 2Co 6:4, 5). Paul is not only an apostle (see v. 5), but one with a special role, a special 
dispensation (v. 2, Gr. oikonomia). All NT leaders, “apostles and prophets” (v. 5; 2:20), know the doc- 
trine of the unity in the Church of Christ; Paul has received the special commission to extend this Church 
to the Gentiles (v. 8). 

3:3 God's revelation to Paul began on the road to Damascus (Acts 22:3-21). God was gracious to Paul 
not for his own sake but for others (see Acts 9:15, 16), 

3:5 The apostolate is the special bearer of divine revelation necessary for the life of the Church in this 
age. 

3:6 This is the content of the revelation mentioned in v. 3: that through the gospel the Gentiles should 
be united with the Jews, so that a united and renewed humanity is brought to God. 

3:8 Why did God choose a Jew to preach to the Gentiles? Because if God can redeem Saul, the persecu- 
tor of the Church and hater of Gentiles, then God can certainly redeem the Gentiles through Saul. 

3:10 Not only did men not know of God's mystery (v. 5), neither did the angels. They hear of it from 
men. How can this be? Because the church affects all elements of creation, from the material to the 
immaterial. The united, renewed humanity made possible by Christ is the basis of the reconciliation of 
the heavens and the earth. Therefore, the Church ascends above the angels, the principalities and pow- 
ers. The basis of such an astounding work by men is Christ's Resurrection and exaltation (v. 11). 
3:12 The wonder of the mystery of God, surprising even to angels, is that mere humans, earthly crea- 
tures, can have boldness and confident access to God the Father. 


LT!!! 











at my tribulations for you, which is your 
glory.* 
æ Prayer for Deification s~ 


"For this reason I bow my knees to the 


Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,at 15from 


whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named,t '*that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit 
in the inner man, !’that Christ may dwell in 


your hearts through faith; that you, being | 


rooted and grounded in love, !8may be able 
to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the width and length and depth and 
height—t !*to know the love of Christ 
which passes knowledge; that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 


-. Doxology to the Father ur- 
20Now to Him who is able to do exceed- 
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or 


:, a TIGOS; 


a aN AINE E 


think, according to the power that works in 
us,t 2Ito Him be glory in the church by 





| Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 


ever. Amen. 


-™, Live in Unity 7- 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 

beseech you to walk worthy of the call- 
ing with which you were called,t 2with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffer- 
ing, bearing with one another in love,t 3en- 
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called in one 
hope of your calling;t Sone Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; Sone God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in 
you? all. 


3:142NU-Text omits of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4:6 3NU-Text omits you; M-Text reads us. 





3:13 Paul sees that even his sufferings are a part of his apostolic work. His tribulations are for you, that 
is, for the Church, for us. So our sufferings can be for others. 

3:14-19 Paul picks up where he left off in v. 1, beginning a prayer for his hearers. | bow my knees 
shows his special earnestness, since standing would have been a more common posture for prayer. The 
whole Trinity is involved in our deification: Father (vv. 14, 15, 19-21), Son (vv. 14, 17, 19, 21), and Holy 


Spirit (v. 16). 


3:15 Family or clan (Gr. patria) is a group descended from one ancestor. God the Father (Gr. pater, 

v. 14), is the ultimate source of every living being. As there is only one uncreated Father, so the whole 
of creation is called to form one family under the fatherhood of God. 

3:18, 19 How do we comprehend (v. 18) and know (v. 19)? It is something other than a scientific fact 
or intellectual awareness. It is (1) a revelation, a divine gift that illumines and transforms our intellect; 
and (2) a reciprocal encounter, a personal bond with the personal God, who reveals Himself to us 
through communion with Him. This revelation and personal communion, this faith, is best known (1) 
with all the saints (v. 18), that is, in personal communion with the corporate Church; and (2) through 
an experience of the great gift of grace, the love of Christ (v. 19). Theological knowledge is first per- 
sonal and experiential, and then thought out and verbalized. A theologian witnesses to what he knows 


through experience. 


3:20, 21 A benediction that falls in the middle of the epistle acknowledges that God's work goes far 
eyond what we envision, above all that we ask or think. The goal of deification, “that you may be 

filled with all the fullness of God” (v, 19), is accomplished by the working together, the synergism, of 

our faith and love with God's power and Spirit in us (v. 20). | 

4:1 Paul implores his hearers to realize what has been given to them and to be in practice what they 

are in Christ. So he turns the focus of his letter from what God does for us to what we are to do in re- 

‘Ponse, How you believe must affect how you live; creed must influence conduct. 

4:2, 3 The basic characteristics of Christians are the virtues that contribute to unity: though we are 

many Persons, we share one new nature. Though we are members of the most exalted body, the great- 


Ness is of God, not of ourselves. Even the cohesiveness of this body is God's work in the Spirit (v. 3), So 
nere is no place for quarreling. To live in the heavenlies we are to walk in solidarity and humility on 
“arth. Note that the one virtue listed not common to Greco-Roman philosophy is lowliness, taught in 


rd and in deed by Jesus Himself. 


4-6 Here i fold unity of the Church, Christian morality is not based on ideas but on a living 
ality: the fe of A Aha Trinity in the Church. Paul combines the three Persons of the Trinity (one 
Spirit. one Lord... one God) with the Church, the sacrament of baptism (v. 5), and the theological 


; a 
the Of the Trinity sanctifies, 
€ Sacrament is one, 


Virtues of | into one grand reality, the concrete basis for holy living. Each Per- 
ri saad fath cation is one, because the baptism is one, and the grace of 


= Se THE CHURCH ®ee4@<z 


E i 7 = i a } ET. š liir i Mas e H 
pÅ One of the tragic aberrations of so-called modern religion is “Churchless Christianity.” 


ae gh à = : i s ar | j A jG- ] : 
aly The assertion is that it is Christ who saves us, not the Church, so “all you need is Jesus.” 
‘Ge Few who claim to be Christians would argue against the statement that it is Christ 

‘YS who saves. For He is the eternal Son of God who has assumed human flesh, and has 


> done so “for us and for'our salvation” (Nicene Creed). Thus Paul writes, “For there 1s 
one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus” (1Ti 2:5). 
But because this Mediator established the Church which is His body, we who are joined 
to Him are joined to His Church as well. To say we love Christ, who is Head of the Church, 


a 


and at the same time reject His body is to deny New Testament teaching. 

The Gospel and Acts. The first use of the word “church” (Gr. ecclesia) in the New Testa- 
ment comes in the Gospel of Matthew, when our Lord gives His approval of Peter’s confession 
of faith and promises, “I will build My church” (Mt 16:18). Jesus Christ builds, and we coop- 
erate with Him. | 

The Book 'of Acts amplifies what Jesus meant in Matthew 16. When Peter’s sermon on 
the Day of Pentecost concludes, those present ask for guidance toward salvation: “What shall 
we do?” (Acts 2:37). Following Peter’s word, they are baptized and join with the other believ- 
ers. three thousand of them (Acts 2:38, 41): A | EEN 

Having been joined to Christ and. His Church, these baptized believers begin living as the 
body of Christ. We find them looking afier cach other, using their personal resources for one 
another’s care, continuing together in prayer and in the Eucharist (Acts 2:42-47). From this. 
point on “the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47), and 
throughout Acts, we see the Church being built as the Gospel of Christ spreads. 

The Epistles. Paul’s instructions in his letters to the churches throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean clearly show what it means to be members of Christ: to be the Church and to 
be in thé Church. Nowhere in the New Testament is' Paul’s teaching on the Church more fully 
disclosed than in Ephesians 4; He instructs us that: | 

| The Church is one, “endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(4:3). There is one Church, one God, one doctrine, one baptism. _. | 

2 The Church is people, men and women who are energized by the Holy Spirit. For “to 
each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” (4:7). We are not all 
given the same gifts, but together we are equipped to do God’s will. 

3 The Head of the Church is Christ, “from whom the whole body [is] joined and knit 
together” (4:16). he Rpt REC 

4 The Church is “the new man” (4:24), the new creation, made to be righteous and 
holy. We are no longer alienated from God (4:18); we are being renewed together (4:23), 
“members of one another” (4:25), | 

The Church, then, is that place established by Christ where we each may become what we 
are created to be, maturing and being perfected, while the Church receives what it needs 
from each of us, so that it too is being perfected. The Church as the body of Christ car- 
ries us beyond our petty and worldly personal concerns, stretching our vision to the 

eternal and the heavenly as we ascend together to worship the Father, the Son, and the , 
Holy Spirit. 4 ach aia wy TES Waar A ree A 
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æa Use the Spiritual Gifts .- 





But to each one of us grace was given 


according to the measure of Christ’s gift.t 
spherefore He says: 


“When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive. 
And gave gifts to men.” at 


"Now this, “He ascended’—what does it 
mean but that He also first@ descended into 
the lower parts of the earth? He who de- 
scended is also the One who ascended far 
above all the heavens, that He might fill all 
things.) | 
And He Himself gave some to be apos- 
tles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers,’ !?for the equip- 
ping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, !till 
we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a per- 
| fect man, to the measure of the stature of 
| the fullness of Christ: that we should no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, in the cunning crafti- 
ness of deceitful plotting, Ybut, speaking 
_ the truth in love; may grow up in all things 
into Him who is the head—Christ— !*from 





EPHESIANS 4 


ing to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love. 
~, Put Off the Old, Put On the New «7 
UThis-I say, therefore, and testify in the 


Lord, that you should no longer walk as the 


rest of? the Gentiles walk, in the futility of 
their mind,t Shaving their understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their 
heart; “who, being past feeling, have given 
themselves over to lewdness, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness. ~ 

0But you have not so learned Christ, 2'if 
indeed you have heard Him and have been 
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that 
you put off, concerning your former conduct, 
the old man which grows corrupt according 
to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, 24and that you put on the 
new man which was created according to 
God, in true righteousness and holiness. — 


æ. Be Children of God = 


“Therefore, putting away lying, “Let 
each one of you speak truth with his 


4:8 Psalm 67:19 4:9®NU-Text omits first. 


whom the whole body, joined and knit to- | 4:174NU-Text omits the rest of. 





4:7-16 While the Church is one in-essence, it is diverse in gifts and function. Unity does not mean uni- 
formity. Each member is unique before God, with gifts and roles granted by Him: Diversity in operation 
5(1) based on the ascent of the Son and the descent of the Spirit (vv. 8-10), (2) ‘guided by specially 
gifted people (v. 11), and (3) for the sake of the maturity and stability of the body (vv. 12-16). 
4:8-10 Paul's rabbinic way of intertwining the Ascension of Christ (He ascended) with the descent of- 
the Spirit (gave gifts) reveals the relationship between the body of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit, The 
ower parts of the earth is either the earth itself, referring to the Incarnation; or burial or Hades, the 
place of the dead, referring to Christ's death and descent into hell (1Pt 3:19). Only Christ, as God and 
an, can-fill all things (v. 10), that is, reign over the unification and fulfillment of creation. | 
4:11-16 The gifts listed in v. 11 are limited to those who lead the Church. The Holy Spirit extends gifts . 
inh person at chrismation, but the “ministry uu +s here form one leadership group responsi- 
e for equipping the laity for the work of ministry (v. 14), l | rob ee 
hy creas Ate ROA Persone and giftings in the Church? For unity of service (vv. f 12, 13), for the 
Preservation of truth (v. 14), and for the operation of love (vv. 15, 16), the primary quality of Christian 
| OWth. The Church, in which Christian life develops, is not primarily an organization, but an organism 
Whose parts or members receive their edifying power from Christ to grow up into Christ. Paul does not 
00k at the Christian as an isolated individual walking toward perfection, but as a member of the body, 
‘riving to reach the perfect faith and full knowledge of the Son of God. Thus unity of faith cannot be 
Parated Jae of the Son of God. , ANAT 
‘17-24 su ee raoe a growth requires our free will commitment to walk in righteousness ~ 
and holiness fy 24), A child of the light can no longer act as a child of darkness. A change of Wh th is 
Possible because of Christ, the original new man (V. 24), So Christ must be learned (v, 20), and relation- 
ip with Him et be renewed (v. 23), a process implying intimate relationship, Further, Christ must be 
Put on (V. 24) ue pp re metaphor an allusion to baptism and the baptismal robe. While spiritual 
face Makes tk Seavey righteousness is both a gift and a goal, a present reality and a promise to 
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EPHESIANS 4:26 











neighbor,”® for we are members of one an- 
other.t 26“Be angry, and do not sin”: do 
not let the sun go down on your wrath,t 
-inor give place to the devil. 28Let him 
who stole steal no longer, but rather let 
him labor, working with his hands what is 
good, that he may have something to give 
him who has need.t 22Let no corrupt word 
proceed out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edification, that it may 
impart grace to the hearers. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemp- 
tion. “!Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, 
clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice.t 22And be kind 


to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving | 


one another, even as God in Christ for- 
gave you.t 


~ Therefore be imitators of God as dear : 


children. *And walk in love, as Christ 


also has loved us and given Himself for us, | 


an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
sweet-smelling aroma.t 





&. | Text reads For know this. 





= Separate from Darkness m- 

‘But fornication and all uncleanness or 
covetousness, let it not even be named 
among you, as is fitting for saints; ‘neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse 
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giv- 
ing of thanks.t 5For this you know,’ that no 
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous 
man, who is an idolater, has any inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
“Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience.t 
Therefore do not be partakers with them. 


= Walk in Christ the Light 7- 


‘For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light? °(for the fruit of the Spirit? is in all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth),2 !°find- 
ing out what is acceptable to the Lord. 


4:25 Zechariah 8:16 4:264Psalm 4:5  5:54NU- 
9:9 4NU-Text reads 
ligint. 





4:25—5:5 The way we live affects our relationship not only with God but also with each other—for in 
Christ we are members of one another (4:25). The moral standard for the new humanity is the life ap- 
propriate to a child of God (5:1)—of the Father (4:32—5:1), the Son (5:2), and the Holy Spirit (4:30). 
Such a child fulfills the two great commandments: (1) love of man, demonstrated in self-sacrificing serv- 
ice (given Himself for us, 5:2); and (2) love of God, manifested in worship (an offering and a sacrifice to 


God). 


Paul especially emphasizes that Christians must avoid sexual immorality, not just the act but thinking 
and talking about it also (5:4); and greed, which treats things as if they were gods (5:5). Ungodly 
thoughts as well as behavior can keep believers out of the Kingdom. 

4:25 Lying hurts the entire body of the Church. It is as if the eye were to see a trap and not tell the 
foot, or the tongue to taste poison and not spit it out. 
4:26, 27 "If you fail to master your anger on the first day, then on the next day and even sometimes 


for a whole year you will still be dragging it out. . . 


. Anger will cause us to suspect that words spoken 


in one sense were meant in another. And we will even do the same with gestures and every little thing. 
... Be angry with the devil and not your own member. This is why God has armed us with anger. Not 
that we should thrust the sword against our own bodies, but that we should baptize the whole blade 


in the devil's breast” (JohnChr). 


4:28 We are to work, not for personal gain and luxury, but in order to serve. 

4:31, 32 “Cut off clamor and you will clip the wings of anger. . . . There is but one thing in which it is 
useful to cry aloud—in preaching and in teaching” (JohnChr). 

4:32 We cannot be content only to root out the weeds mentioned in v. 31; we must plant good fruit as 


well, 


5:2-15 “Walk worthy of the calling,” Paul says in 4:1 (see 2:10). Here he defines this walk: Walk in love 
(v. 2); walk in light (v. 8); walk in wisdom (v. 15). Walk implies a slow, steady pace; a daily effort; a 


marathon, not a sprint. 


5:4 “Just as clamor was the fuel of wrath, so foul talk is the fuel of lust” WohnChr). 

5:6, 7 Paul's sharp contrast between the two ways, the way of darkness and the way of light, begins 
here. The animosity between the two ways is in thoughts, words (vv. 6-10), and actions (vv, 8-12). 
5:8-10 We must judge what the world says is reasonable on the basis of what God says is true. 
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5:9-19 This passage is read on the Monday following Pentecost, called the Day of the Holy Spirit. 
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>88 M A RRI A G Essa 


sf The Bible and human history begin and end with marriages. Adam and Eve come to- 

AA gether in marital union in Paradise, before the Fall, revealing marriage as a part of God’s 

AIE, eternal purpose for humanity in the midst of creation (Gn 2:22-25). History closes with 

Awe the marriage of the Bride to the Lamb (Rev 19:7-9), earthly marriage being fulfilled in 
Y the heavenly, showing the eternal nature of the sacrament. 

Between these bookend events of history are the accounts of numerous other unions of 
man and wife. In the centuries-old Christian weddin ceremony used to this day in the Ortho- 
dox Church, several of these historic marriages are remembered: Abraham and Sarah 
(Gn 11:29——23:20); Isaac and Rebecca (Gn 24); Joachim and Anna, the parents of the Virgin 
Mary; and Zacharias and Elizabeth (Lk 1:5-58) 

The marriage most prominently featured in the wedding ceremony, however, is the one at 
Cana of Galilee, described in the Gospel passage read at every Orthodox wedding (Jn 2:1-11). 
In attending this wedding and performing His first miracle there, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, forever sanctified marriage. As with all the Christian sacraments, marriage is sacramental 
because it is blessed by God. 7 


Parenthetically, we note that it is at this wedding at Cana that Mary first intercedes with 
Christ on behalf of others: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). Then she calls all humanity to obey 
Him: “Whatever He says to you, do iz” (Jn 2:5). | Arr N 

In modern society, as well as in Christendom, a recurring debate concerns the tension be- 
tween equality of the partners in marriage and office or order in marriage. Often, this tension 
has turned into a polarity between men and women, and sometimes even breeds hostility. Two 
elements in the Orthodox service of marriage serve to heal such tension, while making clear 
the teaching of the Church on the twin themes of equality and order concerning husband and 
wife. | 








As to equality, during the ceremony crowns are placed on the heads of the bride and 
groom. This act is symbolic of their citizenship in the Kingdom of God, where “there is nei- 
ther male nor female” (Gal 3:28), and of their dying to each other (the crown is often a 
symbol of martyrdom; see Rev 2:10). The words of St. Paul on marital equality are clear: “The 
wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the hus- 
band does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does” (1Co 7:4). Husband and 
wife belong to each other as martyrs, they belong to God as royalty, and they are called to 
treat each other accordingly. | Fier iy 

But within marital equality there-is also order. The epistle passage read at the sacrament of 
Marriage is Ephesians 5:20-33, an exhortation to husbands and wives that begins with a call to 
submit to each other (v. 21). The husband is to serve God as head of his wife, as Christ is 
Head of the Church (v. 23). The wife is to be subject to her husband as the Church is subject 
to Christ (v. 24). There is nothing here to suggest the wife is oppressed in marriage, any more 

an one would call the Church oppressed in relationship to Christ. He who calls us “bretren” 
‘Heb 2:11) and “friends” (Jn 15:15) exhorts the husband to love his wife, to nourish and 
cherish her as He Himself does the Church (vy, 28, 29). 

Thus, marriage is a sacrament—holy, blessed, and everlasting in the sight of God and His 
hurch. Within the bonds of marriage, husband and wife experience a union with one 
‘Nother in love, We pray for them the fruit of children and one day the joy of grandchil- 

ren. And within the bonds of marriage there is both a fullness of equality between 
husband and wife and a clarity of order, with the husband as the icon of Christ and the 
“ite as the icon of the Church. 
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EPHESIANS 5:11 





“~ Expose Darkness -™ 


UAnd have no fellowship with the unfrutt- 
ful works of darkness, but rather expose 
them.t 12For it is shameful even to speak of 
those things which are done by them in se- 
cret. But all things that are exposed are 
made manifest by the light, for whatever 
makes manifest is light. “Therefore He says: 


“Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, 
And Christ will give you light.” 
< Walk in God’s Will -= 
i5See then that you walk circumspectly, 
not as fools but as wise,t !*redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil. 


~ Be Filled with the Spirit => 


i7Therefore do not be unwise, but under- 
stand what the will of the Lord is. “And do 
not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipa- 
tion: but be filled with the Spirit,“ '¥speak- 
ing to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs; singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord,t *°giving thanks 
always for all things to God the Father to the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, # submitting 
to one another in the fear of God.?t . 





~ The Mystery of Marriage 7> 
22Wives. submit to your own husbands, as 
to the Lord.t 23For the husband is head of 
the wife, as also Christ is head of the 
church; and He is the Savior of the body. 
24Therefore, just as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own hus- 
bands in everything. 
2Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, that He might sanctify 
and cleanse her with the washing of water 
by the word, 2’that He might present her to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she 
should be holy and without blemish. 28S0 
| husbands ought to love their own wives as 
their own bodies; he who loves his wife 
loves himself. 22For no one ever hated his 
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as the Lord does the church. 30For we 
are members of His body,? of His flesh and 
of His bones. 3! “For this reason a man Shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.”4 32This is a great mystery, but | 





5:21aNU-Text reads Christ. 9:30 aNU-Text ~ 
| omits the rest of this verse. 5:31 *Genesis 2:24 


5:11-14 Besides separating from darkness, Christians are also to expose (v. 11) it. But we must first 


come out of hiding in order to be exposed ourselves. TI 
them (see Jn 3:19-21). Orthodox Christians do this before baptism, 
of repentance. The hymn in v. 14 is an early baptismal hymn: baptism 


separate sacrament 


s. That is, we must confess our sins and repent of 


before the Eucharist, and also ina 
is illumina- 


tion (see Acts 26:18; 2Co 4:6; Heb 6:4; 10:32). To walk in the light is to walk in one’s baptism. 
5:15-17 The goal is not to abandon the world, but to keep oneself in Christ and salvage as much as 


possible from the evil world. Christians renounce the fallenness of 
5:18-20 Following repentance, a surge of life and joy wells forth. 
energizes both darkness and light. For those in dark 
temporary. For Christians, it is the Holy Spirit (v. 18), 
the Eucharist (giving thanks, v. 20): to the Father, through the Son incarnate (Lord in v. 19; Lord 
He who is made drunk with wine totters and sways, but he 


Trinity, 
Jesus Christ in v. 20), in the Spirit (v. 18). 


the world, not creation itself. 

A distinctive spirit, a kind of elation, 

ness, this spirit is like drunkenness, artificial and 
and the joy is New Covenant worship of the Holy 


who is inebriated with the Holy Spirit is rooted in Christ and gloriously sober. _ 
5:19-21 Quoting Scripture and singing hymns are not spiritual if there is not also true humility, submis- 


sion, and the fear of God (v. 21). 


5:21—6:9 Verse 21 is a transition to the theme of the next section, where Paul applies the idea of mu- 
tual submission to the most basic human relationships—those in the household. | | 
5:22-33 The model is Christ and the church (v. 32), which is then applied to marriage. Yet Christian 
marriage helps us to understand the mystery of the Church. 

(1) For wives, concerning headship (vv. 22-24): In both the Church and marriage, there is one who 
acts as head, who leads. As Man, Christ is first among equals, not superior to us in nature; yet He alone 
is the head of the church (v. 23), Likewise, wives are called to submit to their husbands as equals. 


(2) For husbands, concerning sacrificial love (vv, 25-31); Paul writes three 
writes at greater length to impress on husbands that they should love their 
of the husband, the husband's submission to his wife is to sacrifice 
bride would bathe and dress and be escorted to the bridegroom by 


mission is to accept the headship 
himself for her. In ancient Israel, the 


sentences to wives, but 
wives. Just as the wife's sub- 


his friends. In the Church, baptism is that bathing and dressing in which we put on Christ (v. 26), and 


the groom Himself, 
with Christ; in marriage, 


Christ, escorts us (v. 27). In the Church, 
husband and wife are one flesh with each other. 


the baptized are one humanity, one flesh 
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speak concerning Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless let each one of you in partic- 
ylar so love his own wife as himself, and let 
the wife see that she respects her husband. 


-™ Children and Parents .<-. 


Children, obey your parents. in the 
U Lord, for this is right.t 2“Honor your fa- 


ther and mother,” which is the first com: | 


mandment with promise: 3“that it may be 
well with you and you may live long on the 
earth.” ? 

4And you, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the Lord. 


~ Slaves and Masters = 


s5Bondservants, be obedient to those who 
are your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in sincerity of 
heart, as to Christ;t not with eyeservice, as 
men-pleasers, but 25 bondservants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart, ‘with goodwill doing service, as to 
the Lord, and not to men, ®knowing that 
whatever good anyone does, he will receive 
the same from the Lord, whether he is a 
Slave or free. 

’And you, masters, do the same things to 
them, giving up threatening, knowing that 
your own Master also’ is in heaven, and 
there is no partiality with Him.t 


«=. Spiritual Warfare -> 


Finally, my brethren, be strong in the | 
Lord and in the power of His might.t® !Put 
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EPHESIANS 6:20 





on the whole armor of God, that you may 


be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. '?For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age,4 against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 


œ Spiritual Weaponry = 
Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 


-s. Spiritual Readiness 7- 


4Stand therefore, having girded your 
waist with truth, having put on the breast- 
plate of righteousness, and having shod 
your feet with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace; 'Sabove all, taking the shield of 
faith with which you will be able to quench 


all the fiery darts of the wicked one. '’And 


take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
l8praying always with all prayer and sup- 
plication in the Spirit, being watchful to 
this end with all perseverance and suppli- 
cation for all the saints—t !%and for me, that 
utterance may be given to me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly to make known the 
mystery of the gospel, *°for which I am an 
ambassador in chains; that in it I may 
speak boldly, as | ought to speak. 


6:3 Deuteronomy 5:16 6:9°®NU-Text reads He 
who is both their Master and yours. 6:124NU- 
Text reads rulers of this darkness. 


6:1-4 Children are expected to obey and respect their parents. The meaning of the Greek word for 
obey (hupakouo) begins with the idea of listening attentively. The caution regarding the fathers puts a 
straint and a requirement of godly instruction on the parent. 


6:5-8 As with marriage, 


Paul does not seek to alter the existing social structure. But he does insist that 


both Marriage and the master-slave relationship (nowadays, employer-employee) are different when 
C ristians are involved, The expectations for the slave are similar to those for a wife and for children: 


_ ‘cere obedience. Paul, however, unlike the culture around him, insists that, in God's eyes, the good 


done by a slave is the same as that done by a free man. Before Christ they are equal. 

‘9 Masters are curtly warned against intimidation. They must remember their own Master, who is not 
ased in their favor just because they are earthly masters. l 
6:10-17 All who stand for good must wage a constant battle with the forces of evil. For the demons 
l have power in the world (v. 12) until Christ comes again in glory. This is clearly acknowledged in 

€ prayers at the conclusion of Orthodox baptism. Christians fight back with God's arms, that is, His 


oye cated divine energy, given t 
th (4:24) at baptism all the qua a as < 
R “onflict of growth: no struggle, no deification. 
tee Just as important as spiritual armo! 
hte ulness in submission to the Holy Spirit (s 

An Evangelists in this case, require the packy 


o us (1:19-23; 3:16-21) and actively used by us. The Christian has “put 
lities listed as armor in vv. 14-17. These qualities must be exercised in 


armor is a Christian's readiness and alertness: diligent prayer and 
ee 1:16; 3:14-21; 5:20). Those on the “front lines,“ apos- 
up power of a praying Church. 


M- 


6; ) | Ra 
10-47 This passage is read on days commemorating holy confessors. 
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= Commendation and Benediction «> that you may know our affairs, and that he 
21But that you also may know my affairs | may comfort your hearts. 
and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved | 7*Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, 
brother and faithful minister in the Lord, | from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
will make all things known to you;t 22whom Christ.t 24Grace be with all those who love 
I have sent to you for this very purpose, | our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 


6:21, 22 Tychicus presumably was the bearer of the letter. 
6:23, 24 This final benediction parallels the greeting (1:3-14). 





Author—The early Church aN agreed that Paul wrote Philippians. 





Paul founded the church in Philippi, which was the first church in Europe, 
on his second missionary journey, AD 50-51 (Acts 16:11-40). On his third 


missionary journey he made two, y brief visits to mete about AD 57-58 
(Acts 20:1, 6). | aie | 


Da Ler Paul probably. wrote AON WHE” Ken ‘was tides neues arrest in 
$ Rome in about AD’ 61-63 (Acts 28: yee At that t time he was free to — 
| receive visitors and to correspond by letter. SO! clue 


Major Th eme- The dynamic o f our life i in "Chie “Aner is a dynamic, 
ongoing experience that is not merely personal, but shared among believers. 
St. Paul urges the believers in Philippi toward continued unity, humility, 
selfless generosity, and joy in Christ. Subthemes include alerting of the 
Philippian church to: | 





| (1) Interference from self-serving evangelists (1:1 218) 
(2) Persecution from the world (1:2 7-30, 2: 14-18) 














(3) Antagonism from heretics, particularly a legalistic Judaizers (3: 1-11) 


( Back you nd— The church in Philippi was noted for its ‘generosity. in support 
of the apostolic ministry (1: 5 4:15, 16; Acts 16: 15, 40). Recently, it had sent 
Epaphroditus to visit Paul in prison with a financial gift for the apostle and 
with instructions that he remain there with Paul. But Epaphroditus 
apparently was so devoted to his work that he forgot his own physical health 
(2:30). The Philippian church heard this and was concerned for him. In the 
meantime, Paul’s trial had started (1:7) and he hoped for an early release | 
(1:25; 2:24). Thus, the: apostle wrote this’ letter of thanks to Philippi with the 
comforting word that he would send Epaphroditus home (2: 25-30) and that 
he would shortly dispatch Timothy to Philippi (2:19). | | 





& 


1 





Outline = one brb 
`], Greeting ( 1:1, 2) | A, Exhortation to paemes warning 
IL. Life in Christ Amidst Persecution (1: 3—2:30) | against legalism, (9:1721), 

A. Exemplary lives of the Philippians and B. Exhortation to unity; warning against 


a schism (4:1—9) 

IV. Conclusion (4: 10-23) | 
A. Gratitude for financial help (4: 10-20) 
B, Greeting and benediction (421-23) 


Paul (1:3-30) 

. Exhortation to persevere REI 
i persecution (2:1-30) 
ll, Life i In Christi in the Face of Heresy 





So be) me ope oa oy eG el Meg fre 








a alll 





SEALs Deu 


PHILIPPIA ; E a ET 

-™ Greeting 7 the brethren in the Lord, having become 

Paul and Timothy, bondservants of | confident by my chains, are much more 
Jesus Christ, ‘bold to speak the word without fear. 

‘5Some indeed preach Christ even from 

envy and strife, and some also from good- 

will: 16The former preach Christ from self- 

ish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to 

2Grace to you and peace from God our | add affliction to my chains; "but the latter 














To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are | 
in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:t | 


Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ out of love, knowing that I an apeo e 
or itl STL | for the defense of the gospel. '*What then? 
Siento So Only that in every way,.whether in pre- 


a m a anena U A E a 
Oi you, “always 11 SEE AK- | this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 
ing request for you all with joy, ‘for your fel o RFor I know ihal this will turn out for my 
OW SID ENDE BONDE Tom E H day oE deliverance through your prayer and the 
now sing connie aor ie econ uaea ea E 
| 7 deter edt ing arnest expectation an 
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; | a eee ee ae he senna 
Just as it de eave yaa: In diy healt, imeen OU ue) naa sae oa 
much as both in my chains and in the de- a a Wia eee ind gene y. 
tense and conse o me supe yona live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if I 
a iG SERGE atl a tty for vou all live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from 
Se i a ate A ete Ch oe ae y my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot 
9And this I pray, that your love mav | tell. “For? I am hard-pr essed between the 
abound still more and more in knowledge | se) paume coss 0 sone EG Le win 
and all discernment t Uthat vow may ap- Christ, which ts far better. Nevertheless to 
prove the things that are excellent, that you Ich MAREE SG paar ai a 
may be sincere and without offense till the | SN È f 
day of Christ, |'!being filled with the fruits shall : emain and continue pe Mies all for 
of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, | YOU! Prosress and joy of faith, oa your 
to the glory and praise of God. rejoicing for me may be more abun ant in 
| Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 


at We i PP 
5 <s Paul s Suffering in Prison -~ _. xan Be Steadfast in Suffering 7 
‘But I want you to know, brethren, that 270 nly le | | 

the things which happened to me have ac- | __ nly let your conduct be worthy of the 
tually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
gospel, '3so that it has become evident to | 4.4 a) cet) l n a | 
the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, Ath Teray a Da Ls Ww wee Sa 
that my chains are in Christ; Hand most of | Text and M-Text read But. | 











1:1 This is the only epistle in which St. Paul includes the clergy, the bishops and deacons, in his address. 
St. John Chrysostom says this is because it was the clergy in Philippi who collected the funds Paul so 
badly needed, and sent them to him by Epaphroditus. Bishops are the leading presbyters. By the time 
this letter was written, around Ap 63, not only were bishops present in Philippi, but James was presiding 
over the church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) and tradition reveals that Peter was bishop in Antioch—and 
later in Rome. (Tradition sometimes refers to the men Peter designated his successors in those places as 
the “first” bishops, affirming the difference between the apostles and the overseers they appointed.) 
Paul’s pastoral epistles outline the qualifications for the office of bishop (1Ti 3:1-7; Tts 1:7-9). 

1:5 Fellowship, the Greek word koinonia, is central to this epistle and to Orthodox Christianity in gen- 
eral. It implies true communion, a more fundamental community of life and worship than is usually 
conveyed by the word “fellowship.” | ye 

1:9-11 And this | pray: This prayer of Paul shows his love and pastoral care for the Philippians, Their 
behavior makes him confident that God will continue to perfect them—and those who follow in their 
footsteps. | PL BENE I Lynn 

1:19-21 Our witness for Christ goes beyond the words of our mouths to the way we live and the way 
we die: the totality of what we are and do. St. Paul expects deliverance (v. 19), though not necessarily 
for his body (v. 20). His expectation and hope (v. 20) is of eternal life. | mee 


I as ee a ee | Se ae ee 
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and see you or am. ab 





your affairs, that you stand fast in one 
spirit, with one, mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel, and notin any way 
terrified: by your adversaries, which is to 
them .a proof of perdition, but to you:of säl- 
yation,? and that from God. 29For to you it 
has been granted on behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe in Him, but.also to suffer for 
His sake,t having the same conflict which 
you saw in me and now hear is in me. 


Preserve Unity in Humility- 


Therefore if there is'any consolation in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fel- 


lowship of the Spirit, if any affection. and | 


mercy, “fulfill my joy by being like-minded, 
having the:same love, being of one-accord, 
of one mind. “Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit; but in lowliness 
of mind let each’ esteem others better than 
himself.t 4Let each of you look out not only 
for his own interests, but ‘also’for the inter- 
ests of others: | 

‘Let this mind be in-you ‘which was:also 
in Christ Jesus,t@ 6who; being in the:form 


sent, [ may hear of 


| you. both to will and 


reputation, taking the form of a bondser- 
vant, and coming in the likeness of men.t 
‘And being found in appearance as a man. 
He humbled Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross. ‘Therefore God also has highly ex- 
alted Him and given Him the name which 
is aboye every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, Hand that every tongue 
Should confess'that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the! Father. i 


Strive for Obedience = 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have al- 
ways obeyed, not as:in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work 
out: your’ own salvation with fear and 
trembling;t for it is God who:works in 
to do for His good 

pleasure. | || F. isn IOALSIE 





1:28 ¢NU-Text.reads. of your salvation. 


1:29 To suffer for His sake is a repeated theme:in this epistle. Suffering not only bears witness to. oth- 
ers; as Paul's chains: have done (see vva 7;'13), but also can serve to increase our faith. Suffering is a gift 


from Christ, as is faith: it is-a participation in His grace. ; 
2:3 Conceit, or vainglory, isa common and fatal vice. It hinders spiritual growth, for conceit causes us to 
despise those who have a different way of life, thinking we are better than- they. “The spirit of despair 
exults at the sight of mounting vice, the spirit of vainglory-at the sight of the growing treasures of ~ 


virtue” (JohnCli). To be conceited is a form of idolat 
God, but secretly wish to please other people more. 


i į 


ry. It captures those who say they’want to please -^ 


2:5-11 This passage is a hymn already in use in the Church, quoted here by St. Paul because it calls us’ 


t0 ponder the humility of Christ, a truth necessary for suffering Christians to understand. and live out. | 
The passage has been incorporated into many hymns of the Orthodox Church. Christ is He who, being - 
in the form of God, is also in. the form of a bondservant (v.. 7),-in-our likeness (see Gn 1:26),-and is vol-— 
uNtarily subject to.death. He who has died, God has exalted and given the name Lord (v. 11), aname « 
God the Son shares-with God the Father from alleternity.) ai Ss) 9).5 00 ols sr io] ue SFr ni 
2:6 The form (Gr. morphe) of God, a concept parallel with “the image [Gr. eikon] ofi God" (Col 1:15), 1i: 
'efers to the Son’s sharing in full the divine nature. Robbery (Gr. harpagmon, lit. “prize” or “booty”)- 1 
refers to an object stolen and tightly clutched, Christ has equality with God not by seizure but by na-- 
ire, and with absolute security, There is, therefore, no, threat, loss, or any change in the divine nature 
9l the Son of God:when He takes our humanity to Himself-and offers us salvation. lon ii 210 ail 
‘7, 8 Made Himself of no reputation (v. 7; lit. “emptied Himself") deals with the Son's will, not Hisina-o| 
ture, He emptied Himself not by laying down His divine nature or setting it aside, but by voluntarily tak- 
ng on our human. nature. To human beings He looks just like another human being, for being truly in- _ 


Nate, He is fully man by, nature. He took the form 


“ONdition except for one thing; sin, In His humanity, 
€ death that has enslaved humanity. 


of a bondservant, voluntarily sharing our human 
He showed the fullness of humility by His obedience 
To die on.a.cross, the death ofa criminal, was repulsive to the 


mans and considered a curse by the Jews. But His death brings life to all who are joined to Him. 


cra 13 Therefore, because of Ch 
re and working toward becom 


rist’s sacrifice, we are to take hold of what God offers, accepting His. 
ing mature in Christ. Note the cooperation: we work out ourown |. 


'alvation (V, 12) while it is God who works in us to do His will (v. |13). 





254 ae Wee G 
1 This passage.is read on 
August 45) ag 








the Feasts of the Theotokos: Nativity (September 8) and Dormition. — 


PHILIPPIANS 2:14 





l4Do all things without complaining and 
disputing, that you may become blame- 
less and harmless, children of God without 
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world, !*holding fast the word 
of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ that I have not run in vain or labored 
in vain. 


æ. Apostolic Support for Philippi => 


i7Y¥Yes, and if I am being poured out asa | 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service | 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you | 


all.t 18For the same reason you also be glad 
and rejoice with me. 

I93But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be 
encouraged when I know your state ! ?9For 
I have no one like-minded, who wil! sin- 
cerely care for your state. 2/!For all seek | 
their own, not the things which are of 
Christ Jesus. 22But you know his proven 
character, that as a son with his father he 
served with me in the gospel. 2°Therefore I 
hope to send him at once, as soon as I see | 
how it goes with me. 24But I trust in the 
Lord that I myself shall also come shortly. 

“Yet I considered it necessary to send to 
you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow 
worker, and fellow soldier, but your mes- 
senger and the one who ministered to my 
need; “since he was longing for you all, 
and was distressed because you had heard 
that he was sick. 27For indeed he was sick 
almost unto death; but God had mercy on 
him, and not only on him but on me also, 





lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
48Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, 
that when you see him again you may re- 
joice, and I may be less sorrowful. 
Receive him therefore in the Lord with all 
gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 
because for the work of Christ he came 
close to death, not regarding his life, to sup- 
ply what was lacking in your service to- 
ward me. 


<. Beware of Judaizers =- 
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. For me to write the same things 
to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the mutilation!t 3For we are the 
circumcision, who worship God in the 
Spirit. rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh, though I also might 
have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else 
thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, 
| more so:* °circumcised the eighth day, of 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the 
law, a Pharisee; ®concerning zeal, persecut- 
ing the church; concerning the righteous- 
‘ness which is in the law, blameless. 

‘But what things were gain to me, these | 
have counted loss for Christ.t Yet indeed I 
also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that | 
may gain Christ and be found in Him, not 


3:3 *NU-Text and M-Text read who Worship in 
the Spirit cee ON AU RET O ERRON ENE SHIN Oa EE Aa God. 


ER EEE BE E A A E S AE E E N 17 Service is literally inray "St. Paul sees himself being poured out as an offering, a participation 
in Christ's sacrifice, for he also participates in Christ's sufferings. In all this, we see the attitude that pre- 
vailed throughout the entire early Church: there is no separation between worship and life. They are 


one, To worship Christ is to live for Him and in Him. 


2:19-30 These verses portray the leadership and the laity in the primitive Church working together. 
Paul is confident of his authority to send Timothy (v. 19) to Philippi, which demonstrates Paul's apos- 
tolic or episcopal role. Timothy is an apostle as well, sent to care for this church. Epaphroditus is a fel- 
low worker and fellow soldier (v. 25) who earns high praise. Early tradition tells us Epaphroditus later 


became bishop of Philippi and died a martyr, 


3:2, 3 The Judaizers were teaching that Christians needed to submit themselves to the Law of Moses, 
especially emphasizing the rite of circumcision (v. 3). Paul boldly tags them with the name they gave to 
Gentiles—dogs (v. 2)—and compares their circumcision to the self-inflicted mutilation (v. 3) of some 
pagan cults, True Israel, the Church, does not rely on outward observance of the law. She is the mystical 
body of Christ Jesus, composed of those who worship God in the Spirit (v. 3). 

3:4-6 Though Paul could boast concerning his ancestry, his circumcision, his keeping of the law (v. 5)— 
he is a more zealous Jew than they are—he knows this is not true righteousness. 

3:7-9 True righteousness is the knowledge of Christ Jesus (v. 8). He is the “pearl of great price” and 
eternal life (Jn 17:3). A faith that obeys Christ is the very content and meaning of life, and it is for this 
that we suffer the loss of all things (v. 8) and deny ourselves. Everything about us must be 
subordinated to Christ and His Kingdom (see Mt 6:19-34; 24:36—25:46). 








having. my own righteousness, which is 
from the law, but that which is through faith 





in Christ, the righteousness which is from 


God by faith;t !°that I may know Him and 
the power of His resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of His sufferings, being conformed 
to His death, "if, by any means, I may attain 
to the resurrection from the dead. 


«~ Press Toward True Righteousness em 


Not that I have already attained, or am 
already perfected; but I press on, that I may 
lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has 
also laid hold of me.t 13Brethren, I do not 
count myself to. have apprehended; but one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind and reaching forward to those 
things which are ahead, I press toward 


the goal for the prize of the upward call of | 


God in Christ Jesus. 

iSTherefore let us, aS many as are mature, 
have this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
l6Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 


already attained, let us walk by the same | 


rule, let us be of the same. mind. 
Brethren, join in following my example, 
and note those who so walk, as you have us 
for a pattern.t 18For many walk, of whom | 
have told you often, and now tell you even 









| cross of Christ:t !Swhose end is destruction, 


whose god is their belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame—who set their mind on 
earthly things. 2°For our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,® 
“who will transform our lowly body that it 
may be conformed to His glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working by which He is able 
even to subdue all things to Himself. 


Therefore, my beloved and longed-for 
brethren, my joy and crown, so stan 
fast in the Lord, beloved. | 


-s, Exhortation for Daily Living => 

2] implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche 
to be of the same mind in the Lord.t 2And@ 
I urge you also, true companion, help these 
women who labored with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and the rest of my fel- 
low workers, whose names are in the Book 
of Life.t | 

4Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will 
say, rejoice!t® | 

5Let your gentleness be known to all men. 
The Lord is at hand.t | 


3:16 aNU-Text omits rule and the rest of the 
verse. 4:34NU-Text and M-Text read Yes. 


3:9-11 Faith is the name of the relationship that gives us full participation in the life of Christ and in 
His resurrection (v. 10). Faith includes our assent to articles of belief, but it is also our openness to God's 
action in our lives. The meaning of our suffering comes in sharing in Christ's suffering and death, be- 


coming like Him. Why? So that we may be with Him in glory. 


3:12-16 What is the goal (v. 14) 
struggle of faith, confident that C 
Thus, we are zealous to press on (v. 12) 


their steps (tradition) 
3:18-21 The enemies of the cross of Christ (v. 
“rcumcision, and discipline. Christian spirituality, 
Nave no glory in this age. The passage 
Promised to those Christians who follow H 
à change not in substance but to His glorious 
4:2 Euodia and Syntyche are two women who assi 
43 It is most likely this Clement, a disciple of Paul, 
‘ll in existence, to the Corinthian 
i 4, 6 Paul often uses the word always 
" daily prayers (see 1Th 5:1 6-18). 


of the maturing Christian? For Paul it is that we be engaged in the 
hrist has made us His own, but knowing we are not yet perfected. 
toward the completion of our salvation, the prize of the 


upward call of God (v. 14)—the resurrection to eternal life. 
3:17 Because St. Paul and other saints set an example for us, 
and honor them in the process (veneration). | 

(v. 18) is a reference to those made captive to dietary laws, 
by contrast, is based in the age to come, knowing we 
from humiliation to exaltation that Christ experienced (2:5-11) is 
im in perseverance. Transform our lowly body (v. 21) implies 
body, a change from corruption to incorruption. 

isted Paul in his ministry in Philippi. 

who later became the bishop of Rome. A long letter, 
church is attributed to him. 

in relation to prayer. Rejoicing always is a fruit of perseverance 


a pattern for us to follow, we do follow in 


res of life? By (1) faith that the Lord is at hand, present with 


“r9 How do we handle the dally ET aol for nothing (v. 6); (3) prayer (v. 6); (4) thanksgiving . . . 


'S(v, 5); (2) refusing to worry, being anx 
God (v. 6); (5) meditation on 


*20—4:3 This passage is read on day 
‘ig This passage is read on the Feas 
unday, 


that which is virtuous (v. 
s commemorating hieromartyrs. 
t of the Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem, also called Palm 


8); and (6) imitating the godly (v. 9). 





PHILIPPIANS 4:6 





‘Be anxious for nothing: Dult i in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to. God; 7and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 

‘Finally, brethren, i ntever things are 
true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things 


if there is anything praiseworthy—medi- 
tate on these things. The things which you 
learned and received and heard and saw in 
me, these do, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 


æ Gratitude for Assistance = 
l0But I rejoiced in the Lord 


lacked opportunity. ''Not. that l-speak inre- 
gard to need, for | have learned in whatever 





greatly that | 
now at last your care for me has flourished | 
again; though, you surely did care; but you | : | 

x 4 | brethren who are with me greet you. 22All 


uNeverthelessin you Have done well that 
you shared in my distress. I5Now you 
Philippians know also that in the beginning 
of the gospel, when I departed from 


Macedonia, no church shared with me con- 


cerning giving and receiving but you only. 
l6For even in Thessalonica you ‘sent aid 
once and again for my necessities. Not 
that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that 
abounds to your account. !*Indeed I have 


all and abound. I am full, having received 
are of good report, if there is any virtue and | 


from Epaphroditus the things sent from 
you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable 
sacrifice, well pleasing to God. And my 
God shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 2°Now 
to our God and Father be glory forever and 
ever. Amen: 


«~. Greetings and Benediction => © 
21GGreet every saint in Christ Jesus. The 


the: saints greet you, but especially those 


state I am, to be content:t 21 know how to | Who are of Caesar's household. 


be abased, and I know how to abound. 
Everywhere and in all things I have learned 
both to be full and to be: hungry, both, to | 
abound and to suffer need. BI can do all | 
things through Christ@ who strengthens me. 


4:11-13 Here is the secret of contentment. 





4:13 e NU- Text reads Him who. 
| reads your spirit. °~ 


43The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 


4:23 aNU-Text 
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Ant, h 10f “An early Chiirch testimony, Wait Paul with the authorship of © 
© Colossians. Some of the vocabulary i is unusual for Paul because he is — 

i combating first-century gnosticism using its own terminology—thereby 
deepening his own understanding’ of Christ. | 





, =. 
3 i i i F j J F { = m i | 1 E i } 
i ~ : "d a * 4 = 


Dat As eae was written at the same time: as UE and Philemon. 

These letters, along with Phihppians, were most likely: composed during: - 
Pauls Roman Rea AN AD shee Fuk 4: 3, 10, 18; Eph 3: 1; be 1; 6. 20; 
Phm 910, 13) uals a S Tae 7 as, a A a 


Ma or Th eri lE TOi if te vill mor God versus vain by ‘ale Hinai ie | 

©, The primary purpose of this epistle was to. combat a form of gnosticism that. 
was taking hold is the Colossian’ church: Paul preaches the true gospel to ie 
* Colossians once more, emphasizing those aspects. the prevalent heresy , : 


disputed (see. below). bee A “Aine Sap Al svebean 


Back round— ‘The Colossian heey was a local blend of F Jewish (perhaps 

Essene) and Oriental ideas. The: heretics thought they were. “supplementing” 

apostolic Christianity, which they’ ‘saw as primitive, with greater knowledge 

and better access to spiritual things. They: imagined that (a) the hierarchy of ~ 

~ celestial powers (the “angels” ur some Jewish thought) was supreme; rather 
than Christ; (b) Christ was not: unique in His divine nature nor in His © ~ 
actions, for He. was not God but « one of several mediators; (6) sin resulted |, 

| from. a lack’ of knowledge (Gr. griosis), a particular sort of knowledge 1 in 
which the heretics were specialists; and (d) d) salvation consisted 1 in HUS this 
gnosis imparted by ai series of. rituals and ascetic practices, (among ARa = 
Jewish rites were prized, but Christian baptism was considered a mere low: ea 
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COLOSSIANS Il 





œ Greeting m 


Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


“To the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ who are in Colosse: 


Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


~. Thanksgiving for Abundant Growth => 
3We give thanks to the God and Father of 


our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 


you.t 4since we heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 
5because of the hope which is laid up for 
you in heaven, of which you heard before in 
the word of the truth of the gospel, “which 
has come to you, as it has also in all the 
world. and is bringing forth fruit, as it is 
also among you since the day you heard 
and knew the grace of God in truth; ‘as you 
also learned from Epaphras, our dear fei- 
low servant, who is.a faithful minister of 
Christ on your behalf, §who also declared 
to us your love in the Spirit. 


=. Petition for Continued Growth = 


9For this reason we also, since the day we 
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and 
to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
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spiritual understanding;t that you may 
walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 


| Him, being fruitful in every good work and 


increasing in the knowledge of God; 
\lstrengthened with all might, according to 
His glorious power, for all patience and 
longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to 
the Father who has qualified us to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in the 
light.t 13He has delivered us from the power 
of darkness and conveyed us into the king- 
dom of the Son of His love, '4in whom we 


| haye redemption through His blood,* the 


forgiveness of sins. 


«~ Apostolic Christology: A Hymn > 


15He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.t !6For by Him all 


| things were created that are in heaven and 


that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principal- 
ities or powers. All things were created 
through Him and for Him.t !7And He is be- 
fore all things, and in Him all things con- 
sist. !8And He is the head of the body, the 
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 





1:2 aNU-Text omits and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1:6 2NU-Text and M-Text add and growing. 
1:14 42NU-Text and M-Text omit through His 
blood. 


1:3-8 Giving thanks for the church in Colosse, Paul commends them with his faith, hope, love trilogy 
(vv. 4, 5). Note the gospel is the same in Colosse as in all the world (v. 6), indicating the catholic (uni- 
versal) nature of the faith in the first century. Elements of this gospel include: (1) faith in Christ Jesus 
alone, no other (v. 4); (2) Jove for all the saints (v. 4); (3) hope in the Kingdom of heaven (v. 5); 

(4) true preaching (v. 6); and (5) godly ministry, as established by Epaphras (w. 7, 8). 

1:9-14 A summary of progress in a truly spiritual life: from discernment of God's will (v. 9) to doing 
God's will (v. 10) with divine energy and virtue (v. 11), within the Church, the baptized and eucharistic 
assembly. In the apostolic tradition, this life is open to all the saints, not just to a few. 

1:12, 13 Being a Christian goes beyond changing masters from Satan to God, to a change of kingdoms 
as well—from that of darkness to the kingdom of the Son. 

1:15-20 This passage is an ancient christological hymn, perhaps expanded upon by Paul, in two stanzas: 
(1) Christ the Head of creation (vv. 15-17) and (2) Christ the Head of the new creation (vv. 18-20). This 
hymn may have been part of the early baptismal liturgy; if so, Paul could be using it to bring the Colos- 


sians back to their original profession, 


1:15 No clear distinction is made between Christ as God and Christ as Man, but the point of the verse is 
obvious, As God, Christ is eternally and consubstantially (of one essence) the image (Gr. eikon, “icon") 
of the Father, As Man, Christ is the image in which man was made and toward which man is moving. In 
both natures, He fully represents and manifests the Father. As God, Christ is the firstborn over all cre- 
ation in that the Father created everything through Him, as the Only Begotten Son of God. As Man, 
Christ is the firstborn over all creation in that He has authority over creation. In either case, creation is 
fully subject to Him, Contrary to the Colossian heresy, in which He was considered one of the created 


mediators, Christ is the only Mediator and Lord of all. 


1:16 Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers are ranks of angels. Christ is not only the source 
(through Him) of creation—of all things, on earth and in heaven—but also its goal (for Him; see 


Eph 1:10). 





nave the preeminence.? | 

For it pleased the Father that in Him all 
the fullness should dwell,t 2°and by Him to 
reconcile all things to Himself, by. Him, 
whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, having made peace through the 
plood of His cross. 


-«. Salvation with Perseverance sa 


21And you, who once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 
now He has reconciled 22in the body of His 
flesh through death, to present you holy, 
and blameless, and above reproach in His 
sight—' ^if indeed you continue in the 
faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, which was preached to 
every creature under heaven, of which I, 
Paul, became a minister. 


a. Paul’s Sacrificial Service .- 

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His 
body, which is the church.t 25o0f which I pe- 


came a minister according to the steward- |. good order and the steadfastness of your 


ship from God which was given to me for 


you, to fulfill the word of God,t 26the mys- | 


tery which has been hidden from ages and 
from generations, but now has been re- 





h 


om the dead, that in all things He: may | 


1:18 The head and the body have one and the same nature. In this case the body comes from, submits 
to, and continues to exist in the head, so the one nature is the glorified humanity of Christ. As Christ 
#5 supreme and life-giving authority (the firstborn) over the original creation, where life is temporary, 





vealed to His saints.t 27To them God willed 
to make known what are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which® is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
“Him we preach, warning every man and 
teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus. *°To this end I also labor, Striving ac- 
cording to His working which works in me 
mightily. 


æ. Paul’s Concern for Their Salvation .= 
For I want you to know what a great 
conflict I have for you and those in 

Laodicea, and for as many as have not 
seen my face in the flesh, 2that their hearts 
may be encouraged, being knit together in 
love, and attaining to all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the knowl- 
edge of the mystery of God, both of the 
Father and? of Christ, 3in whom are hidden 


| all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 


edge.t | 

‘Now this I say lest anyone should de- 
ceive you with persuasive words. 5For 
though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am 
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your 


faith in Christ. 





1:27 4M-Text reads who. 2:2 4NU-Text omits — 
both of the Father and. 





80 He has supreme and life-giving authority over the new creation, where life is eternal. But now He is 
Head through the body, the church. The Church, then, is the source of the restoration and fulfillment of 


"ation in Christ. 


1:19, 20 The fullness was a term used by the gnostic heretics to describe all the spiritual beings and 
~TC@s they saw as intervening between man and God. Of these, Jesus was seen as but one mediator in 
„n€ level of existence with one force. Paul differs, saying Christ is Himself the fullness, Jesus is every- 
‘Ning, God in all fullness; and in His human nature, resurrected and ascended, He is the created and 
Jlor ified Head of all creation, Jesus Christ ends the alienation between God and creation, bringing cre- 
ation as a sacrament into a living union with God, 

1:22 The body of His flesh is the mortal (capable of dying) humanity of Christ before His Resurrection. 
The eretics’ angels cannot save us because they have not become one of us. We cannot be saved un- 


we become one with Christ by being united with Him in His death. Through His death, we die with 
Him | 


1:24 Chri | inti ited that, as we suffer and die with Him (beginning at 
ist and the Church are so intimately united that, as we st MAISON g 

4 ptism), so Christ a with us in our work of reconciliation. (See Mt 25:40; Lk 10:16; Jn 15:18-21; 

‘|, 4, 5; Rom 8:17; 2Co 1:5; 4:10; Php 1:20; 3:10.) | Yr 

125 The Colossian church is bound not only to its confession of faith (vv. 15-20) but also to its divinely 

Pointed apostle, | 

‘*8 Mystery: 5 d note; see also Glossary. 

rial Mme EPA IAO LCs A i Colossian heretics fed upon, Paul 

a ror those ts of the universe, a desire the Colossian vere ea upon, Pau assures 

a Christ Knows eterni Most of this is hidden to us, so we must seek Christ alone, who is God's Wis- 

“iad IN the Incarnation He became for us a Servant, taking on our weak and mortal existence, but He 

YS remains Lord of all. | 


COLOSSIANS 2:6 
-™ Against False Theology 
6As' you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7rooted and 
built up in Him and established in the faith, 
as you have been taught, abounding in it? 
with thanksgiving. | 

"Beware lest anyone cheat you through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not according 
to Christ.t@ ®For in Him dwells all the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily;t and you are 
complete in Him, who is the head of all 
principality and power. 

Jn Him you were also circumcised with 
the circumcision made without. hands, by 
putting off the body of the sins? of the flesh, 
by the circumcision of Christ.t, buried 
with Him-in baptism, in which! vou also 
were raised with Him through faith in tne 
working of God, who raised Him from the 





dead. 3And you, being dead in your tres- 


passes and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 
having wiped out the handwriting of re- 





_1620 | 7 eee 
quirements that was against us, which was 









contrary to us. And He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross. 
isHaving disarmed principalities and pow- 
ers, He made a public spectacle of them, tri- 
umphing over them in it.t 


= Against False Spirituality 7- 
16So let no one judge you in food or in 
drink, or regarding a festival or a new 
moon or sabbaths,t "which are a shadow 
of things to come, but the substance is of 
Christ. 8Let no one cheat you of your re- 


ward, taking delight in false humility and 


worship of angels, intruding into those 


i things which he has not? seen, vainly 


puffed up. by his fleshly mind, l9and not 


holding fast to the Head, from whom all the 
| body, nourished and knit together by joints 


and ligaments, grows with. the increase 
that is from God. | 
20Therefore,@ if you died with Christ from 


the basic principles of the world, why, as 








| 9." aNU-fext-omits in it. 2:11/4NU-Text omits 


of the sins... 2:18¢NU-Text omits. not. 
2:20 2NU-Text and M-Text omit Therefore. 





2:8 The basic principles of the world include (1) the basic elements of matter, (2) the laws that regu- 
late the universe, including those conditioning fallen human life, such as death, sin, the flesh, and the 
Mosaic Law; (3) the spirits who use these conditions to oppose Christ and are at the core of the pagan 
cults and systems of knowledge; and (4) human traditions opposed to God's tradition. 
2:9, 10 See Jn 1:14. Do we need to rise through manifold levels of being to get to God? No! The incar- 
nate Christ is fully God and fully Man—He fulfills human nature, and all levels of being submit to Him. 
Do we need to rise slowly through a humanly conceived spiritual bureaucracy to God? No! We go di- 
rectly through Christ, for He is the sovereign power, the head over angelic beings. 
2:11-14 Do we need to perform manmade rituals and works in order to gain a hearing before the Re- 
deemer? No! We come through God's work, Holy baptism, to be joined to Christ. For Jesus Christ tri- 
umphs over the conditions of fallen existence—sin, death, the flesh, the law, and evil spirits—by His 
death and Resurrection. In the OT rite of circumcision only a small piece of flesh is removed; in the cir- 
cumcision of Christ, our baptism, we die to the flesh and live to God. | | 
2:15 Don't the dark powers still have the ability to take power over us? No! All of these created princi- 
palities and powers, the angels who are the hidden powers behind fallen human existence, are 
defeated by the Resurrection, Even the law has been fulfilled and thus transcended (v. 14). Christ tri- 
umphs, and He rides in triumphal procession, leading out the prisoners of war in chains before Him 
while He follows behind in His glorious shining victor’s chariot, the Cross. : 
2:16-23 Here Paul speaks against false worship (vv. 16, 17), false mysticism (vv. 18, 19), and false asceti- 
cism (vy, 20-23). He says, let no one judge you (v. 16) and do not submit to the basic principles of the 
world (v. 20; see v, 8 and note). For man does not live by shadow, the law, but by the substance (lit. 
body ) that produces the shadow (v. 17), which is the body of Christ, the Church, Man-centered super- 
stitious ritualism is deadly, The fulfilling liturgy is that of the body of Christ, culminating in the 
Eucharist, (For Paul on liturgical worship, see 1Co 11—14.) Mystical experiences are not wrong in them- 
selves, but we must beware of deception, pride, schism, and a mind controlled by passions and the 
body. (For Paul on mystical experiences, see 2Co 12; Eph 1; 3.) Ascetic practices—prayer, fasting, almsgiv- 
ing—are taught by God (Mt 6), but enemies lie along that path as well, Submitting to created realities, 
heeding human traditions, the deception of feeding the flesh when you think you are denying it, are 
false asceticism and condemned as pride, (For Paul on asceticism, see 1Co 9; 1Ti 6:12; 2Ti 2:3-6). ay 





gg 


2:8-12 This passage is read on January 1, the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ. | fa we 


f, O __ COLOSSIANS 3:20 


though living in the world, do you subject 
yourselves to regulations— 21“Do not 
touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22which 
all concern things which perish with the 
ysing—according to the commandments 
and doctrines of men? 28These things in- 
deed have an appearance of wisdom in self- 
imposed religion, false humility, and ne- 
glect of the body, but are of no value 
against the indulgence of the flesh. 


æ Spirituality in the Church as 
If then you were raised’ with Christ, 














on the new man who is renewed in knowl- 
edge according to the image of Him who 
created him,t where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircum- 
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, 
but Christ is‘all and in all. , Se 
l Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering; bear- 
ing with one another, and forgiving one an- 
_ other, if anyone has a complaint against an- 
other; even as Christ forgave you, so’you 
tbat 7 also must do. '*But above all these things 
seek those things which are: above, | nut on love, which is the bond of perfection. 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of | isAnd’ let the peace of God rule in your 
Godt “Set your mind on things above; not | hearts, to which also you were called in one 
on things on the earth. “For you died, and | pody; and ibe thankful.t '6Let-the word of 
your life is hidden with’ Christ in God. Christ ,dwell-in you richly-in. all-wisdom, 
‘When Christ who is our life appears; then teaching and admonishing one another in 
you also will appear with Him in glory.“ | psalms. and hymns- and- spiritual songs, 
"Therefore put to death your members | singing with grace -in, your: hearts to the 
which are on the earth: fornication, ur- "Lord. l7And whatever you do-in word-or 
cleanness, passion, evil desire, and Cov- | geed, do allin the name of the Lord Jesus, 
etousness, which is idolatry.* “Because of | giving thanks to God the Father through 
these things the wrath of God is coming | Hims- | RUTTER Ga 
upon the sons of disobedience, ‘in which Rie ade Nai heehee 
you yourselves once walked when you | __ .‘* Spirituality inthe Home = _ 
lived in them. | +5Wives, submit to your own husbands, as 


ji 





Bi 


‘But now you yourselves are to put off all | is fitting inthe Lordt -a 


_ these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,| !9Husbands, love your wives and do not 


filthy language out of your mouth. 9Do not | be bitter toward them. 


lie to one another, since you have put off | 2°Children, obey your! parents: ‘in all 


the old man with his deeds, !°and have put | things, for this is: well pleasing to the Lord. 





3:1-17 Using baptism as his backdrop, Paul counters the practices of the heretics in\Colosse (2:16-23) 


_ With the practices of the apostolic Church: true mysticism (vv. 1-4),true asceticism (vv, 5-14), and true~ 


liturgical experience (vv. 15-17). l 


3:1-4 True mysticism:-Christians both have received Christ’s exalted-resurrection-life in baptism, and- —- 


Need to keep on seeking the ultimate and spiritual glories of the age to come. Remember your bap=- 
ism! Live according to His Resurrection! Seek your true life in Christ, awaiting the heavenly and glori- . 


| ©US final revelation! 





3:5-14 True asceticism: As baptized Christians, we are becoming in practice what we are already in 


 Pirit. As we died with Christ, so we must will to experience death daily by “killing” old sinful and disin; 


tegrating passions (vv, 5-9), As we were raised with Christ, so we must will to experience life daily by- 
€ an EAA of the new man we all are in the body of Christ (vv; 110714): aodan 
10 The new man grows from one stage of perfection to another, becoming the image of Jesus Christ 
ànd throughout eternity remaining the image of Him who created him. 
15-17 True liturgical experience; Note how the liturgy of worship can be experienced as divine 
Tough the unity and holiness of the Church—the one New Man in Christ. Worship is experienced in 
_* Word of Christ, including the Scriptures and their exposition; the hymns and spiritual songs; the 
s Daris (giving thanks to God). ; l E r 
184:1 Life in the home is in the Lord; the family is a little church and is to live in the baptismal and 
rucharistic life of the Church. Duties are reciprocal, everyone having the same standing before the same 
~ ster, Al authority is for the sake of loving service (all authority is humbling) and all submission is to 


ii all submissi iO 
mission is glorious). my ee | 
road This Passage is read on the second Sunday before Christmas, called the Sunday of the Holy 
Nestors of Christ. 








COLOSSIANS 3:21 











*'Fathers, do not provoke your children, 
lest they become discouraged. 

*“Bondservants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincer- 
ity of heart, fearing God. 23And whatever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, 24knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance; 
forè you serve the Lord Christ. 25But he who 
does wrong will be repaid for what he has 
done, and there is no partiality. 


| Masters, sive your bondservants what 
is just and fair, knowing that you also 
have a Master in heaven. 


=. Spirituality for the World -= 

2Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigi- 
lant in it with thanksgiving;? 3meanwnhile 
praying also for us, that God would open to 
us a door for the word, to speak the mys- 
tery of Christ; for which I am also in chains, 
4that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 
speak. 

SWalk in wisdom toward those who’ are 
outside, redeeming the time. Let your 
speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one. 


«<=. Greetings and Instructions -=> 


7Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful 
minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, 
will tell you all the news about me.t 8I am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, 
that he may know your circumstances and 


1622 


faithful and beloved brother, who is one of 


you. They will make Known to you all 


i 


things which are happening here. 

l0Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets 
you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas 
(about whom you received instructions; if 
he comes to you, welcome him), '!and Jesus 
who is called Justus. These are my only fel- 
low workers for the kingdom of God who 
are of the circumcision; they have proved 
to be a comfort to me. 

12Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondser- 
vant of Christ, greets you, always laboring 
fervently for you in prayers, that you may 
stand perfect and complete? in all the will 
of God. !3For I bear him witness that he has 
a great zeala for you, and those who are in 
Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. "Luke 
the beloved physician and Demas greet 
you. !5Greet the brethren who are in 
Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church 
that is in his? house. 

i6Now when this epistle is read among 
vou, see that it is read also in the church of 
the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read 
the epistle from Laodicea.t And say to 


_Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry 


comfort your hearts, with Onesimus, a | 


4:2-6 Paul expects the church to be at corporate prayer often. Not only are the apostles to speak the 


which you have received in the Lord, that 
you may fulfill it.” 

I8This salutation by my own hand—Paul. 
Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 
Amen. 





3:242NU-Text omits for. 4:8 aNU-Text reads 
you may know our circumstances and he may. 
4:12 ®NU-Text reads fully assured, 4:13 NU- 
Text reads concern. 4:158NU-Text reads 
Nympha... her house. 





mystery of Christ, but every member of the church is to have speech . . . with grace so as to answer 


those seeking the true faith. 


4:7-9 Tychicus is the courier for this letter as well as for those to the Ephesians (Eph 6:21) and to Phile- 


mon. 


4:16 Paul expected his letters to be read aloud to the churches and at least sometimes to be sent on to 
neighboring churches. (Colosse and Laodicea are less than 15 miles apart.) Paul's letter coming from 


Laodicea probably is the one we know as Ephesians. 
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Au thor— The greeting identifies Paul as the author and also mentions 
‘Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy. They were co-workers with Paul in establishing 
the church in Thessalonica on his ‘second missionary journey (Acts 17:1—9). 






Dat e— First Thessalonians was written in Corinth in AD 50-51, about six 
` months after the church in Thessalonica was founded. It is probably the first 


of Paul’s New Testament epistles, and perhaps the first of all the twenty-seven 
New Testament books to be written. (Or Opn jp 


Major Theme—A holy life leads to eternal life, Paul calls believers to be holy 
(3:13; 4:3; 5:23), with particular calls to (a) continue as examples to others 
(1:7), (b) walk worthy of God’s calling (2:12), (c) stand fast in the faith (3:8), 
and (d) maintain moral purity (4:3). The letter closes with instruction and ‘ 
; comfort concerning the Second Coming of Christ (4:13—5:11), along with 
| other exhortaticns concerning the spiritual life. | 


Background— The church in Thessalonica was founded in the summer of 
» AD 50 during Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 15:36—18:22). Built on- 
the Aegean Sea, Thessalonica was the most prominent city in the Roman 
province of Macedonia and. served as a naval and commercial center. While 
many of the early churches were composed primarily of Jews who believed 

in Christ, the Thessalonian believers were mostly Gentiles, former idol 
worshipers (1:9). They experienced persecution by fellow citizens, stirred up 
by the Jews (1:6; 2:14; Acts 17:5-9), and had difficulty adhering to Christian 








| values in a pagan setting. 
Outline 


l. Introduction: Greeting and Thanksgiving 





II. The Power of the Gospel in the Chureh’s : 


(1:1-10) Behavior (4:1—5:22) 
ll. The Power of the Gospel in Paul’s Behavior A. Power for holiness (4:1-12) ° 
(2:1—3:13) , B. Power for right belief, catholic and 
A. Paul’s past work prepared them to apostolic (4:13—5:11) 
endure persecution (2:1-16) C. Power for unity (5:12-22 
| B, Paul's present relationship with them is IV. Concluding Prayer and Instructions 


unchanged (2:17—3:13) - (5:23-28) 
n ws wi Mice ese = 
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LTHESSALONIANS iI m 
~. Greeting and Thanksgiving «= 
] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 








To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 


Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.@t 

2We give thanks to,God always for you 
all, making mention of you in our prayers,* 
3remembering without ceasing your work 
of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our 
God and Father,t ‘knowing; beloved 
brethren, your election by God. °For our 
gospel did not come to you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit 
and in much assurance, as you know what 
kind of men we were among you for your 
sake, | 


the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,t 7so 
that you became examples: to all in 


Macedonia and Achaia who believe.’ SFor | 









| say anything. For they themselves declare 


concerning us what manner of entry we 
had to you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 
l0and to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus 
who delivers us from the wrath to come.t 


~. Defense of Paul’s Past Work 7- 
For you yourselves know, brethren, 
that our coming to you. was not in 
vain.t 2But even@ after we had suffered be- 
fore and were spitefully treated at Philippi, 
as you know, we were. bold in our God to 
speak to you the gospel of God in much 
conflict.t 3For our exhortation did not come 
from error or uncleanness, nor was it in de- 
ceit. 
But as we have been approved by God to 
be entrusted with the gospel, even so we 


6And you, became followers. of us and of | speak, not as pleasing men, but God who 


tests our hearts.t 5For neither at any time 
did we use flattering words, as you know, 
nor a cloak for covetousness—God is wit- 
ness. Nor did we seek glory from men, el- 


from you the word of the Lord has sounded ther from you or from others, when we 


forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but also in every place. Your faith toward 


| | Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has gone out, so that we do not need to | omit even. 


i:14NU-Text omits from God our Father and the 
2:2 3NU-Text and M- Text 





1:1 In the first-century Greek world, there was a general pattern by which all letters were begun: name 
of sender(s), the addressee(s); the greeting itself. As with most of Paul’s epistles, this pattern is followed 


here but Christianized. 


1:2 Give thanks in NT Greek is eucharisto, from which we get our English word “Eucharist.” A spirit of 
thanksgiving constantly pervades the prayers of Paul, as here when he specifically remembers the Chris- 


tians in Thessalonica. 


1:3 Remembering and without ceasing describe effective prayer (see 2:13; 5:16-18). Faith, hope, and 
love are three Christian virtues Paul links together in other letters (1Co 13:13; Col 1:4, 5). These virtues 
are connected to actions: faith works, love labors, hope produces patience, showing that salvation goes 


beyond attitudes to action. 


1:6 Followers (lit. “imitators”) of Christ also imitate spiritual leaders—pastors, bishops, in this case the 
apostles—even in their suffering. “Let [others] be instructed by you, at least by your deeds. With their 
wrath you be mild, with their boastful speech you be humble-minded, with their abuse you offer 
prayers, with their deceit you be firm in faith, with their cruelty you be gentle, not eager to imitate 
them” (IgnAnt), The joy of the Holy Spirit is not an easy emotional high, but comes with the struggle 
proper to spiritual life, including persevering through affliction. The one who suffers is the one who is 


comforted. 


1:7-10 What a tribute to the Thessalonian believers. People everywhere were speaking of them! 
1:10 The early Christians expected Christ to return in their lifetime. This hope helped purge their lives 


of sin. 


2:1-16 Paul defends his apostolic work, claiming he has served with courage (vv, 1, 2), humility 

(vv. 3-6), love (vv. 7, 8), financial integrity (v. 9), and godly authority (vv. 10-12). Following this exam- 
ple, the Thessalonians can manifest similar holiness amidst hostility (vv, 13-16). 

2:2 Christians are repeatedly challenged in the NT to be bold in confessing Christ before others (see 


Acts 4:29-31; Rom 1:16). 


2:4-6 Paul has been accused of seeking his own glory, but he knows God does not share His glory with 
any other (Is 48:11). As His servants, we must step outside the circle of world-pleasers and into the 


arena of pleasing God, whatever the cost. 
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might have made demands as apostles of 
christ. ‘But we were gentle among you, just 
as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children.? §So, affectionately: longing ‘for 
you, we were well pleased to impart to you 
not only the gospel of God) but also our 
own lives, because you had become deat to 
us. “For you remember, brethren; our labor 
and toil; for laboring night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you: w 
preached to you the gospel of God. = |» 

You are witnesses, and God also; how 
devoutly and justly and blamelessly we be- 
haved ourselves among you who believe: 
las you know how we exhorted; and com- 
forted, and charged? every one of you, as a 
father does his own children,t that you 
would walk worthy of God who calls you 
into His own kingdom and glory. 
Fruit of Paul’s Work: They Endured 

Persecution o> Sip 
For this'reason we also: thank God with- 





[| THESSALONIANS 3:5 


do ‘not please God and are contrary to all 


men, '*forbidding us to’ speak to the 
Gentiles that they may be saved, so asal- 
ways to fill up the measure of their sins; but 
pitty has come upon them to the utter- 
most. | | oiky 


a: Paul’s Present Relationship with 
Thessalonica >, 

But we, brethren, having been taken 
away from you for a short time in presence, 
not .in heart; endeavored more eagerly to 
see your face with great desire. '*Therefore 
we wanted to come to you—even |; Paul, 
time and) again—but Satan hindered us. 
For what is,our hope, or joy; or crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence 
of our Lord: Jesus Christ at His coming? 
“For you. are our glory and joy. 

=~ Timothy’s Visit in Paul’s Stead -> 

Therefore, when we could no longer 

endure it, we thought it good to be left 
in Athens alone,t 2and sent Timothy, our 


mi eet sere a me g 





out ceasing, because when you received the | brother and minister of God, and our fellow 
word ‘of God which you'heard from us, you | laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as | you and encourage you concerning your 
it is in truth, the word of God, which also ef- | faitht 3that no one should be shaken. by 
fectively works in you who believe. |For | these afflictions; for you yourselves know 
you, brethren, became imitators ofthe | that we are appointed to this. 4For, in fact, 
churches of God which are in Judea in| we told: you before when we were with you 
Christ Jesus, For, you also suffered. the | that we would suffer tribulation, just as it 
same things from your own countrymen, | happened, and’ you know. *For this reason, 
just as they did from the.Judeans,t !°who | when I.could no longer endure it, I sent to 
killed both the. Lord Jesus and thein own > — | 

brophets, and have persecuted us; and they 





2:11 #NU-Text and M-Text read implored. 


| 





2:7, 8 Spreading the gospel means putting our lives on the line for those we seek to reach, as a mother 
sacifices Renal for ve children. Thus, the holy martyrs gave their lives with great joy for Christ and His 
Church. 7 | | | tine same. 
2:11 Note the th rbs Paul uses to describe his apostolic preaching to the Thessalonians: 

(1) reed antec also mean encouraged; (2) comforted; and (3) charged or implored. These ele- 
ments are just as important for preaching today! dene Ses aah toni hing 
2:14, 15 While the persecution in Thessalonica comes primarily from Greeks, Paul, a Jew, is frank con- 
rning his M of that day who reject their MEU abeie (1) kj a ae ae shes 
Je kill ir own prophets, (3) persecuted the aposties, o not please God, a ; 
P e ENE rar tualennent But Paul's love for the Jews never wavers. 


5) act with hostility'to all men. This is'a 


3e wishes himself to be cursed if that could cause his fel 


Rom 9:3; 10:1). 


2:18 Though unable to prevail against t 
EV 12:11), the enemy at times is permitt i 


Promise: “Resist the devil and he will flee from you 


2:19, 20 This passage shows that all the trials and 
"orthwhil ech LE 


31-5 As healthy as the Thessalonian church Is, Paul 


deeply committed Christians nee 
*€ Minister is from the Greek dia 
on, from which we get “synergy. 
"M and our fellow Christians. 


low Jews to turn’to Christ for'salvation’ © 7m 


F: ; i i w 
yi 


Church (Mt 16:18) or overcome the faithful (Eph 6:11-13; ar 
ap to hinder faithful Christians. It is here that we enact God's 
"Gam 4:7). 0.) PTO VISATA bad ami 
disappointments of the Christian life and ministry are 
i i | ary 


HA 
CU EI 


takës nothing for granted. Even well-grounded, ~ | 
d constant encouragement, instruction, and prayer, | 


i kij | } i veal iy 
konon, from which we get “deacon.” Fellow laborer is Greek syner- 
, | 
" As ministers, We no 


t only represent God, we work together with 








I THESSALONIANS 3:6 1626 EERE o 
3For this is the will of God, your sanctifi- 


know your faith, lest by some means the 
tempter had tempted you, and our labor | cation: that you should abstain from sexual 
might be in vain. immorality; ‘that each of oie apres 
how to possess his own Vesse in sanctifica- 
_ ft Timothy's Report, Paul's Joy > tion and honor,t Snot in passion of lust, like 
But now that Timothy has come to Us | the Gentiles who do not know God; *that no 
from you, and brought us good news of | one should take advantage of and defraud 
your faith and love, and that you always | his brother in this matter, because the Lord 
have good remembrance of us, greatly de- | is the avenger of all such, as we also fore- 
siring to see us, as we also to see you—' | warned you and testified. 7For God did not 
therefore, brethren, in all our affliction | call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 
and distress we were comforted concern- 8Therefore he who rejects this does not re- 
ing you by your faith. ’For now we live, if | ject man, but God, who has also given? us 
you stand fast in the Lord. His Holy Spirit. | 
For what thanks can we render to God | But concerning brotherly love you have 
for you, for all the joy with which we re- | no need that I should write to you, for you 
joice for your sake before our God, night | yourselves are taught by God to love one 
and day praying exceedingly that we may | another, \0and indeed you do so toward all 
see your face and perfect what is lacking in | the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But 
your faith? we urge you, brethren, that you increase 
Now may our God and Father Himself, | more and more; "that you also aspire to 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way lead a quiet life, to mind your own busi- 
to you. !2And may the Lord make you in- | ness, and to work with your own hands, as 
crease and abound in love to one another | we commanded you,t that you may walk 
and to all, just as we do to you, so that He | properly toward those who are outside, and 
may establish yo ae estab in ho- | that you may lack nothing. 
liness before our God and Father at the | | . 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all | ~ Who Will rhea te Christ's 
EE ART e 
NE 13But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
=. Reminders Concerning Holiness | | brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
A Finally then, brethren, we urge and ex- | asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have 
hort in the Lord Jesus that you should | no hope tŒ |4For if we believe that Jesus 
abound more and more, just as you re- died and rose again, even so God will bring 


ceived from us how you ought to walk and | with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
to please God;t 2for you know what com- | ———— = 


Jesus. those who through Jesus sleep 


aaen i yT CAS aiei A a A E 


3:6 Always and remembrance probably speak of prayer life. 
3:13 Paul's goal here is for all Christians. 

4:1-12 Holiness includes sexual purity (vv, 3-8), mut 
As for knowing God's will, this passage comes throug 
tion (v. 3), our being set apart to the Lord as His special 
with Him in faith and obedience, 

4:4 His own vessel speaks of the entire human being (Rom 9:20-2 
one’s own self, perhaps one’s wife (or husband). In either case one's vessel 
rity, self-control, and chastity. , 

4:11 The bedrock practicality of the S$ 
own business, and work hard, 
4:13-18 One of the clearest NT passages on the Second Coming of Christ, The first-century document, 
The Didache, lists three signs that will mark the return of the Lord: (1) “the sign spread out in the heav- 
ens” —Christ and His hosts; (2) “the sign of the trumpet"; and (3) “the resurrection of the dead.” For 
the righteous, the return of Christ is a comfort (v. 18), not a threat, 


-Q 


ual love (vv. 9, 10), and honest labor (w. 11, 12). 
h in brilliant simplicity. God's will is our sanctifica- 
possession. We are being sanctified as we walk 


3; 2Co 4:7; 2Ti 2:20, 21)—probably 
must be possessed with pu- 


criptures: In Paul's time and ours, we are to live quietly, mind our 





4:13-17 This passage is read on days commemorating the departed. 


we eee ee ee ee ee 


es 
——— = 


isfor this we Say to you by the word of 
he Lord, that we who are alive and remain 
until the coming of the Lord will by no 
means precede those who are asleep. !6For 
‘he Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord. !8Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 











s How to Await His Coming sa 


- But concerning the times and the sea- 
sons, brethren, you have no need that I 
should write to you.t 2For you yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

| comes as a thief in the night. 3For when 
| they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden 
| destruction comes upon them, as labor 
` pains upon a pregnant woman. And they 
shall not escape. 4But you, brethren, are not 
in darkness, so that this Day should over- 
take you as a thief. “You are all sons of light 
and sons of the day. We are not of the night 
nor of darkness. °Therefore let us not sleep, 
as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 
‘For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
‘But let us who are of the day be sober, put- 
ling on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For 
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| THESSALONIANS 











tain Salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, that whether we 
ane or sleep, we should live together with 
im. 
'l'Therefore comfort each other and edify 
one another, just as you also are doing. 


æ Reminders Concerning Unity 7- 


“And we urge you, brethren, to recog- 
nize those who labor among you, and are 


over you in the Lord and admonish you,t 
Band to esteem them very highly in love for 


their work’s sake. Be at peace among your- 
selves. 

l4Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
those who are unruly, comfort the faint- 
hearted, uphold the weak, be patient with 


all. See that no one renders evil for evil to 


anyone, but always pursue what is good 
both for yourselves and for all.t 

l6Rejoice always, '’pray without ceasing, 
l8in everything give thanks; for this is the 


| will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 


19Do not quench the Spirit.t 2°Do not de- 
spise prophecies. 2'Test all things; hold fast 
what is good. 22Abstain from every form of 
evil. 

“a Prayer and Instructions -=> 

23Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you completely; and may your 
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 


















: sea the people recognize their pastor as their 


5:1-11 The Thessalonian Christians had been speculating about the return of the Lord and making their 
own predictions. Paul tells them, you have no need (v. 1) for that kind of information (indeed, it is not 
available!). Does a thief in the night (v. 2) announce his coming? The disciples had gotten the same 
Kind of answers to their questions on the Second Coming from Christ Himself (Mt 24:36; Acts 1:6, 7). 

nd suppose we know the end; what is this to us? Christians are called not to set dates but to make 
themselves ready to meet the Lord by being watchful and sober (v. 6). Our place is to be ceaselessly 
‘ware of the primacy of God's Kingdom and to have full control over our spiritual faculties. 
5:12-22 The requirements of harmonious life in community include the honoring of sacramental lead- 
Tship (vy, 12-14), pursuit of good works (v. 15), continual prayer and thanksgiving in worship | 

y 16-18), and proper regard for the prophetic gift and spiritual scouts Nee e, 
"12 The Greek t er ' iturqical connotation. It reters to the leader of the congrega- 
ton in the A ey To U R a weaker translation of “to know” (see 4:5). In a healthy 
ch | leader in Christ and willingly follow his admonitions. 
Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:44) to the end of 


tenn ne? is it proper to return evil for evil? From the 
, the answer is, “Never.” x | 
In Paul's writings v ice, al y, 16), without ceasing or “constantly” (v. 17), and 
riti : ch as rejoice, always (v. 16), | 

Jive thanks (v. ae AE R eni The spiritual Fathers of the Church teach that unceasing 
rayer Ís a proper goal, for spiritual growth comes through such discipline, For centuries, anrsaan peo. 
in Nave used the “Jesus Prayer” as a way to pray unceasingly from the heart: "O Lord Jesus Christ, son 
nod have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

22 The Holy Spirit is to be actively present in the li 


Nment and testing so as to avoid being misled (see 


fe of the Church. But there is constant need of 


discer 1Co 12—14). 


I THESSALONIANS 5:24 LGA 1a 


Christ.t 24He who calls you is faithful, who 28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

also will do it. | with you. Amen. 
25Brethren, pray for us. i ri 
26Greet-all the: brethren witha holy Kissy, | E AA E A 
27] charge you by the Lord that this epis- 

tle be read to all the holy brethren.t |. | 5:274NU-Text omits holy. 















5:23-27 Note the liturgical overtones with regard to the corporate meetings. There 1s (1) the benedic- 
tion (v. 23), (2) intercessory prayer (v. 25), (3) the kiss of peace (v. 26), and (4) the public reading of 
the Scriptures (v.27). The practice of a holy kiss (v. 26)very early became a part of the worship liturgy 
(see Rom 16:16; 1Co 16:20; 2Co 13:12; 1Pt 5:14). Just prior to Communion, the faithful would exchange 
the kiss of peace, on one cheek and then the other, to show their reconciliation in Christ. Thus, Christ is 
in our midst and ever shall be! eee 

5:27 The Bible is to be read aloud during corporate worship. 


| 
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Outline | | sale 


`I Greeting (1: 1, 2) ai 
II. Apostolic Tradiion Regarding: the Second 








"LL Silvano, (Silas) and Timothy ke named with the author, Paul gs 
they are at the opening of 1 Thessalonians), because they were his co-laborers 
in establishing the Thessalonian church: (see Acts 17: 1-9). PAETA ia 


Dat Cat epistle was written 1 in AD 51, ag Ae from Corinth: 


* i HÄ A 
AASA A i y qj 


Mayor They ne AT fast by means of yee cane Some of the — 


Thessalonians had been shaken in their faith by speculations on Christ’s 
return; some even said'the day of the Lord had already | come (2: 2). As, Miia 
result, these people had lost holiness of life. Paul counters such traditions of 
men with apostolic tradition (2: 1573: 6). Subthemes include Paul’s gratitude ~ 
for the people's faithfulness (1: 3; 2 2:13) and for God’ faithfulness to Elsa 
people (3:3). Aye ride Si | piry ath 


round Paul'had’ not pail a return visit. to Theana since e the EN 
S establishment of the church a year earlier. St. John Chrysostom observes he © 
was “‘filling up. by his writings what was lacking of his presence.” But a few - 
months after writing 1 Thessalonians, Paul received another report. The =- 
Thessalonians’ faith amidst persecution ‘was still firm, but speculations 
concerning the Second Coming were increasing, claiming to be based on 
Paul’s teaching (2:2). Some became: so excited about the end times that they: 
abandoned their jobs and lived off the charity of the church (3:6-13). Others 
grew despondent and wavered 1 in hone (2: tam ee Baul writes to, encourage 


them to stand fast. His | ORA r EN a a pes ick 









II. Other Apostolic Traditions (3:1-15) 
A.The apostolic ministry: Bray fonand poeg 
them (3:1-5) > | qE 
-- B. Holiness; Pracuce ordeniness by. bate 


AIJE ET P l 
Church ] 53-12) £ work (3: 6 
The teal roe concerning the Second. aay) GF en a AASEN ine disobedient 1 | 


Coming (1;3—2:17) 
A. Exemplified in the persecution of the 





Coming (2:1~12 | ie}! : 
ees ite stand fast in the faith | AV, Benediction and Powe (3: soe shoe kt 
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2 THESSALONIANS I:I al a OSU) sa eee Sait 
œ Greeting 4> Therefore we also pray always for you 





l Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, that our God would count you worthy of 
this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure 


To the church of the Thessalonians in | of His goodness and the work of faith with 


God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: | power,t that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and you in 


2Grace to you and peace from God our | Him, according to the grace of our God and 


Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. the Lord Jesus Christ. 
æ The Present Persecution > -=. False Teaching on me 
$We are bound to thank God always for second Com = rl d 
you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your | ~) Now, brethren, concerning the coming 
faith grows exceedingly, and the love of | — of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gath- 


every one of you all abounds toward each | ering together to Him, we ask you, *not to 
other,t 4so that we ourselves boast of you | be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 
among the churches of God for your pa- | by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from 
tience and faith in all your persecutions | us, as though the day of Christa had come. 
and tribulations that you endure, which is ~~ True Tradition on the 
manifest evidence of the righteous judg- Second Coming > 
SON GEE EOL, Iy be counted wor- | 31 et noone deceive you by any means; for 
also suffer; ‘since it is a righteous thing | t'4t Day will not come unless the falling 
vith God. t oeoa nih bulao iR ca | away comes first, and the man of sin? is re- 
pay oo An On C97 | vealed, the son of perdition,t 4who opposes 
wie Toe YOU KANONO give YOU wao are | and exalts himself above all that is called 
troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus | ~~. -> oe ; 
is revealed from heaven with His mighty SO eo that is worshiped, so that he Sits = 
angels, ĉin flaming fire taking vengeance mod in the temple of God, showing himself 
on those who do not know God, and on | “at he is God. | 
those who do not obey the gospel of our | ... Do you not remember that WHEL NCS 
Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished still with you I told oe these things: And 
with everlasting destruction from the pres- | POW you Know what is restrain, tat he 
ence of the Lord and from the glory of His | ™@¢Y be revealed in his own time. ‘For the 
power, “when He comes, in that Day, to be mystery of lawlessness is already at work: 
glorified in His saints and to be admired | tanani pa ee . 
among all those who believe,* because our E ote M Text reag a Cae 
testimony among you was believed. reads lawlessness. 2:44NU-Text omits as God. 
1:3-10 This passage on God's judgment teaches that (1) suffering is redemptive for the Christian (v. 5); 
(2) God promises to return tribulation to our enemies (vv. 6, 8); (3) punishment of the wicked is ever- 
lasting (v. 9); and (4) God's glory will be displayed in His saints (v. 10), for as Christ was transfigured, so 
will be His faithful (see Mt 13:43; Col 3:4). 

Why does God reveal His dread judgment and His glory to us? To help us toward righteousness. “If 
the fear of an earthly king withdraws us from so many evils, how much more the fear of the King Eter- 
nal!” (JohnChr). How we bear up under unjust persecution now is manifest evidence (v. 5) of how we 
will stand at the final judgment. 

1:11, 12 Some say Paul and James contradict each other, but here is the essence of James 2. Paul 
teaches that God's calling and the work of faith are a unity through our cooperation with God's power. 
2:3-12 While we are warned against predicting the Day of the Lord (Mt 24:36; Acts 1:7; 1Th 5:1), there 
will be signs preceding His Coming, Paul instructs the Thessalonians concerning two such signs: (1) a 
general falling away (v. 3; apostasy) from Christ and the Church and (2) the revealing of the man of 
sin, the son of perdition (v. 3), who is the Antichrist of 1 and 2 John, similar to the Dragon and the 
Beast of Rev 13. This lawless one is described in the OT (Dan 7:25; 8:25; 11:36), mentioned by Christ 

(Mt 24:15), and discussed by Paul on his first visit to Thessalonica (v. 5). The devil incites divisions among 
people so they will readily receive the Antichrist when he comes. The man of sin is a counterfeit mes- 
siah with a counterfeit kingdom, He (1) exalts himself above God (v. 4), (2) performs deceptive mira- 
cles and wonders through satanic power (v, 9), (3) will fool the unrighteous into following him 

(vv. 10-1 2), and (4) will be removed from power by Christ Himself at His Second Coming (v. 8). 

Paul instructs that when the world gets worse, Christians must not be distressed or deceived (vv. 11, 
12), but rather persevere as good stewards (vv. 13-17). 
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at is taken out of the way. *And then the 
jawless one will be revealed, whom the 


Lord will consume with the breath of His | 
mouth and destroy with the brightness of | 


is coming. 9The coming of the lawless one 
iş according to the working of Satan, with 


al power, signs, and lying wonders, "and | 


with all unrighteous deception among 
hose who perish, because they did not re- 
eive the love of the truth, that they might 
pe saved. |!And for this reason God will 
send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe the lie, '*that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 


~ Stand Fast in the Faith > 


i3But we are bound to give thanks to God | 


always for you, brethren beloved by the 
Lord, because God from the beginning 
chose you for salvation through sanctifica- 
tion by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to 
which He called you by eur gospel, for the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “Therefore, brethren, stand fast 
and hold the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word or our epistle.t 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, and our God and Father, who has 
loved us and given us everlasting consola- 
tion and good hope by grace, "comfort 


your hearts and establish you in every good | 


word and work. 


=. Pray for Us > 

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 

word of the Lord may run swiftly and 
be glorified, just as it is with you, 2and that 
»e may be delivered from unreasonable 
ae Wicked men; for not all have faith. 
fat the Lord is faithful, who will estab- 
‚° you and guard you from the evil one. 
en we have confidence in the Lord con- 
the ae you, both that you do and will do 

-ungs we command you. 


Me ie In the NT we read of two types of traditions: 
ofm y condemned. Jesus (quoting Is 29:13) describes t 

en" (Mt 15:9), (2) The tradition of the apostles or “Holy 
ney in hurch, for God is its source. Holy Tradition is that which Jesus taug 
“sited turn taught the Church under the inspiration of t 


the church their writings. Under the guidance of the 
PATENA PLNI Wan s and s it is resident in the Church to which the truth is 


the c 


adit tad : 
| he as It is present in the apostles’ writing 
be ed Un 16:13), 

$ See 2:15, 


3:13 | 
by do erning filled with great wisdom. Wh 
3q} 2 900d. Paul, as our spiritual director, 


aul’s authorship is emphasized here because o 


=a 





“Hen who now restrains will do so until | 
Into the love of God and into the patience of 





2 THESSALONIANS 





Christ. 


æ. Be Industrious 7> 

“But we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
withdraw from every brother who walks 
disorderly and not according to the tradi- 
tion which hea received from us.t 7For you 
yourselves know how you ought to follow 
us, for we were not disorderly among you; 
‘nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of 
charge, but worked with labor and toil 


| night and day, that we might not be a bur- 


den to any of you, 3not because we do not 
have authority, but to make ourselves an 
example of how you should follow us. 
l0For even when we were with you, we 
commanded you this: If anyone will not 


| work, neither shall he eat. For we hear 


that there are some who walk among you 
in a disorderly manner, not working at all, 
but are busybodies. Now those who are 
such we command and exhort through our 
Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quiet- 
ness and eat their own bread. 
a Preserve Unity => 

\3But as for you, brethren, do not grow 
weary in doing good.t '4And if anyone does 
not obey our word in this epistle, note that 


| person and do not keep company with him, 


that he may be ashamed. Yet do not count 
him as an enemy, but admonish him as a 


| brother. 


«~ Benediction => 

i6Now may the Lord of peace Himself 
give you peace always in every way. The 
Lord be with you all. 

\7The salutation of Paul with my own hand, 
which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.t 

i8The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 
9:7aOr he “Or he = 3:6®NU-Text and M-Text 
read they. 


(1) The tradition of men (Mt 15:1-9; Col 2:8) is 
his as “teaching as doctrines the commandments 
Tradition,” by contrast, is to be preserved 
ht to the apostles, and which 
he Holy Spirit in (a) their instructions as they 
Holy Spirit we adhere to Holy 


ile sin is burdensome, we can also grow tired and fatigued 
cautions us not to cease or tire of good works, 
f the fraudulent letters mentioned in 2:2. 
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-Author—The apostle Paul. St. gaia se ial pec and St. Clement 
of Alexandria are all among | the Sah) Church writers who speak of St. Paul’s 


- authorship: ceil. ion srar Siin aN ae piak 

g Dater -Probably 4 AD. 64-65. The Galt i fEpiis, | atid 2 Timothy and Titus, 

appear to have been written after: the events ‘of Acts 28. If so, 1 Timothy was. | 
written before Paul's second imprisonment. in. Rome, perhaps from 

Macedonia (1: 3) A E. wun eT DR | 

- Major Theme- pea | care. of die sein The ERA i$ to manifest the 


kingdom of God on earth. Therefore, how the Church is run relates to both 
apostolic doctrine (1: 120-3 a 14: 3) and worship (2: 1—15). Subthemes | 





= 


include: 

(1) The role of cere 

(2) Combating heresy ae aE A Rang 7 a505 5 
( aN 


3) Care for women, widows, and slaves : 


(4) Money and ministry HAF 3h ài K | 
oo k round — First Timothy i is ‘Bath Der odal and PNRA Whereas most of ` 
S Paul’s letters are addressed to. the Church in a particular location, the pastoral 
epistles are written to instruct specific leaders—in this case Timothy, Bishop 
of Pp bests. Paul speaks as an experienced mentor instructing his student, his 
“son,” as apostle to younger apostle or biston to youthful bishop. 


In Ephesus, some church members were promoting a variety of theological 
_opinions—from the irrelevant to the dangerously heretical’(1:3-7;-4:1, 2,7; 
6:3-5). These heterodox ideas were a mosaic of Jewish (1:4, {)gaSCetiGa,: 1, 
(4:1-5), gnostic (4:4,5), and docetic (2:5; 3:16; 6:13): thought. The Church 
was also dealing with exter ‘nal pressures of Hellenistic piety, the mystery 
religions, which made much use of the terms “salvation” and “savior,” and — 
with the cult of emperor worship, according to which Caesar is “Lord.” 


| These letters hold incomparable insight into the historical workings of the 
early Church as guided by the Holy Spirit and are a foundational source for 
pastoral theology, for clergy and their relationship to the Church, 









Baie aia 
J. Greeting (1:1, 2) 
IL. Faithful Ministry in Doctrine and Worship: 
Church Order (1:3—2:15) 
A. Faithful doctrine (1:3-20) 
B. Faithful worship (2:1—15) 
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| = Greeting -= 


| Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the 
commandment of God our Savior and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope,' 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God our- 


Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 


«~ Opposing Speculations with Faith = 

3As I urged you when |. went into 
Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you 
may charge some that they teach no other 
doctrine, tnor give heed to fables and end- 
less genealogies, which cause disputes 
rather than godly edification which is in 
faith.t "Now the purpose of the command- 
ment is love from a pure heart, from a good 
conscience, and from sincere faith, 


2To Timothy, a true son in the faith: 
| 
| 


s. Opposing Legalism with Grace => 

‘from which some, having strayed, have 
lured aside to idle talk, 7desiring to be 
teachers of the law, understanding neither 
pat they say nor the things which they af- 
rm. 
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_ HI. Faithful Ministry in Conduct and Care: 
Pastoral Care (3:1—6:19) 
A. Faithful clergy (3:1-16).. 
B. Faithful care (4:1—6:19) 

IV. Conclusion: Keep the Tradition! (6:20, 21) 


eg erg EE ea e e ee ee ee T eee 
HENE Se SS Sa cape a FT a eens — 
et a Ta ia — a ee A po Th aii a ee ST ee a T ae — a 
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8But we know that the law is good if one 


uses it lawfully,t2 %knowing this: that the 


law is not made for a righteous person, but 
for the lawless and insubordinate, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for murderers of fathers and mur- 
derers of mothers, for manslayers, !°for for- 
nicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for 
liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other 
thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 
llaccording to the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God which was committed to my 
trust. 
«=. Paul’s Example: Salvation by Grace => 
l2And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord 
who has enabled me, because He counted 
me faithful, putting me into the ministry,t 
13although I was formerly a blasphemer, a 


| persecutor, and an insolent man; but I ob- 


tained mercy because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief. '4And the grace of our Lord 
was exceedingly abundant, with faith and 
love which are in Christ Jesus. !°This ts a 
faithful saying and worthy of all accept- 


lance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am 


1:1, 2 As with all of Paul's epistles, 1 Timothy begins with the traditional Greco-Roman format of greet- 


Nng—addressed not to a church, but to a true son in the faith, Timot 
Glled his “son.”) This relationship supports Paul's title “father ( 


of “Father” for priests. 


hy. (The disciple of a rabbi was 
1Co 4:15) and, by application, the use 


God the Father is called Savior (see 2:3; 4:10; Tts 1:3; 2:10; 3:4), for every work of the Trinity is the 


l of all three Persons in which each Person participates: ETA ih (OD ae 
4 Paul's faithful are plagued by Jewish fables and endless genealogies, energetic disputation over 


Myt ARP r | 
an and human tradition for argument’s sake. 


he Points [for] historical knowledge and research” 
” the law is the Old Covenant Mosaic Law, not the comman 


nons of the Church. 
Onfr 


12-47 p | 
de aul, as a former rebel toward God and persec 
dien to ) 

ey his calling as an apostle. Throughout the OT and NT and church 


Ma en become most notable saints (Moses, Rahab, David, 
tthew, pa . 


ul, St. Mary of Egypt). 


ange law is good because God gave it (Rom 7:16). It was a scho 
to Christ and control their sin until the Incarnation of His Son fulfi 


“The Jews wasted their whole course on these unprof- 


VohnChr). | | | 
dments of Christ in the Gospels or the 


olmaster for God's chosen people, to 
lls it; and a guide to lead all people 


utor of the Church (Acts 9:1-3), gives glory to 
history, the greatest sinners 
Photini—the woman at the well, 


-0 


ta. | 
18 This Passage is read on days commemorating monk martyrs. 


Sy 





I TIMOTHY L1G _ 


chief.t 16However, for this reason | ob- 











tained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ | 


might show all longsuffering, as a pattern 


to those who are going to believe on Him- 


for everlasting life. '7Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who 
alone is wise,* be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 


©. Timothy Called to Faithfulness > 

I8This charge I commit to you, son 
Timothy, according to the prophecies previ- 
ously made concerning you, that by them 
you may wage the good warfare, *having 
faith and a good conscience, which some 


having rejected, concerning the faith have | 


suffered shipwreck, 2°of whom are 
Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I deliv- 


ered to Satan that they may learn not to 


blaspheme.t | 
«a. Faithfulness in Prayer > 


Therefore I exhort first of ai! that sup- 


costly clothing, 


and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5For there is one God and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,* 
6bwho gave Himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time,t 7for which I was ap- 
pointed a preacher and an apostle—I am 
speaking the truth in Christe and not 
lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. 

an Faithful Lives Fitting for Prayer 7> 

8] desire therefore that the men pray 
everywhere, lifting uD holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting;t %in like manner also, 
that the women adorn themselves in mod- 
est apparel, with propriety and moderation, 
not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
\0but, which is proper for 
women professing godliness, with good 
works. Let a woman learn in silence with 
all submission. !2And I do not permit a 
woman to teach or to have authority over a 
man, but to be in silence.t !’For Adam was 


plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men," for 
kings and all who are in authority, that we | 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our | 1:17«NU-Text reads to the only God. 
Savior,t who- desires all men to be saved | Text omits in Christ. 


formed first, then Eve. '4And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
fell into transgression. Nevertheless 
she will be saved in childbearing if they 





So 


2:7 NU- 


1:15 Used in Orthodox liturgical prayer and said by all approaching the chalice for Holy Communion. 
gs if Paul is a recipient of God’s grace, here are two who rejected this grace and stand as a warning 
to all. 
2:1, 2 Intercessory prayers are to be offered for all without partiality, but special attention is given to 
prayer for those in authority. Thus, Orthodox Christians repeatedly pray for “all civil authorities.” 
2:3-5 The religions of the Greek world were pluralistic and elite. In contrast, Paul teaches that there is 
one Savior, one God and one Mediator (v. 5). And God offers salvation equally to all, for He created us 
to share in His goodness, and for this end He became a Man like us. 
2:5 Some who are opposed to the established Church use this verse to claim that “all you need is 
Jesus—not the Church, her clergy, and her sacraments.” But the Son became the one Mediator by be- 
coming Man through the Holy Spirit and a virgin—that is, through God and men. He “built” His 
humanity not from Himself alone but from another, the Virgin Mary. Likewise, as the Mediator He says 
“| will build My church” (Mt 16:18); He establishes her leaders and her worship. As Mary gives us Christ 
in His humanity, the Church introduces us to Him, who alone is our Mediator. , 
2:6 Regarding ancient slaves, a ransom did not so much purchase them as free them from their 
bondage to experience liberty. | 
2:8 Prayer must be united with quiet and godly behavior. Does this contradict | vn 
be seen by men (Mt 6:5, 6)? No. The warning Is against spiritual SHOWianNI aot He daa br 
prayer. The secret “room” (Mt 6:6) is a person's innermost being, perfectly consistent with q ravin 
everywhere. In contrast to the Jewish emphasis on one primary earthly place for prayer the i da in 
Jerusalem), Christians experience the fullness of prayer wherever they may be. H A 
2:12 The Church's greatest saint is a woman, the Virgin Mary, Mother o es 
Mary Magdalene, are called “Equal to the Apostles," others sae as PUSE AA NA 
full equality in Christ, women are not ordained to the offices of bishop and presbyter. . While s p 
= í = [=s ‘ 


2:1-7 This passage is read on September 1, the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year 
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sePeTHE FOUR “ORDERS” [Neca 
CHURCH GOVERNMENT 


} The New Testament teaches that all four “orders” which form the government of the 
Church—Iaity, deacons, presbyters, and bishops—are necessary to the proper functioning 
of the body of Christ. All four are clearly visible in Paul’s first letter to Timothy. 

l The laity are also called “saints” (Rom 1:7; 2Co 1:1; 1Ti 5:10), the “faithful” 
(Eph 1:1), and “brethren” (Col 1:2). The laity (Gr. /aos) are the people of God, the 
dpesthood” (1Pt 2:4-10). Technically, the term “laity” includes the clergy, though in our day 
the word usually refers to those in the Church who are not ordained. It is from among the 
| hity that the other three orders emerge. 


2 The deacons, literally “servants,” are ordained to serve the Church and must meet high 
qualifications (111 3:8-13). The apostles were the first to take on the service tasks of deacons, 
and when the workload became too great they called for “seven men of good reputation, full 
of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business” (Acts 6:3). Besides 
serving the material needs of the people, deacons occupy a crucial role in the liturgical life of 
the Church. 

3 The presbyters, or elders, are visible throughout the New Testament. Their ministry from 
the start was to “rule,” “labor in the word,” and teach true “doctrine” (1Ti 5:17) in the local 
congregation. Paul “appointed elders in every church” (Acts 14:23) and later instructed his 
apostolic apprentice, Titus, to do the same in Crete (Tts 1:5). From the word “presbyter” came 
the shorter form “prest,” which finally became “priest.” In no way is the ordained Christian 
pnesthood seen as a throwback to or a reenacting of the Old Testament pnesthood. Rather, 
joined to Christ who is our High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek” (Heb 5:6, 

10), the Orthodox priest is likewise a minister of a new covenant that supersedes the old. 

4 The bishop is the “overseer” of the congregation and clergy in a given area. Often the 
terms “bishop” and “elder” are used interchangeably in the New Testament (Acts 20:17, 28), 
with the bishop being the leader of the elders. The qualifications for bishop listed in 1 Timo- 
thy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:7-9 underscore this role. Nonetheless, the bishopric is a specific office 
both in the New Testament and in the early Church. The Twelve were the first to hold this 
office (in Acts 1:20 “office” could literally be translated “bishopric”) and they in turn conse- 
crated other bishops to follow them. For example, Timothy and Titus are clearly of a separate 
order from that of elder (see 1Ti 5:17-22; Tts 1:5). Early records show James was bishop of 
lerusalem by AD 49 and functioned accordingly at the first council there (Acts 15:13-22). Pe- 
tris on record as the first bishop of Antioch prior to AD 53, and later first bishop of Rome, 
Where he was martyred about AD 65. 

Perhaps the strongest early reference outside the New Testament to the presence of the 
ur orders in church government occurs in the writings of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch trom 
67-107, the very heart of the New Testament era. To the church at Philadelphia (see Rev 

$7-] 3) Reet: es of “Christians [/aity] at one with the bishop and the presbyters and the dea- 
Ms” (italics added). | | | . 

In the Orthodox Church, authority is resident in all four orders, with the bishop provid- 
$ the center of unity. His au thority is not over the Church, but within the Church. He is an 
°n of Jesus Christ, “the Shepherd and Overseer [lit., bishop} of your souls” (1 Pt 225) 

Murch leadership does not consist of one or more of the orders functioning without the 
| pee ae with Christ as Head, is conducted like a symphony orches- 


Miers. Rather the ch 
ta Srl aie coda Christ, where all the members in their given offices work 
the b ) 1o 

‘ther as the dwelling place of the Holy Trinity. r 






[I TIMOTHY 3:1 


continue in faith, love, and holiness, with 
self-control.t 





œ Qualifications for Bishops 7- 

This is a faithful saying: If a man de- 

sires the position of a bishop,@ he de- 
sires a good work.t 2A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, tem- 
perate, sober-minded, of good behavior, 
hospitable, able to teach;t *not given to 
wine, not violent, not greedy for money,’ 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 
4one who rules his own house well, having 


his children in submission with all rever- 


ence 5(for if a man does not know how to 
rule his own house, how will he take care of 
the church of God?); ®not a novice, lest 
being puffed up with pride he fall into the 
same condemnation as the devil. ’More- 


over he must have a good testimoiiy among | 
those who are outside, lest he fall into re- 


proach and the snare of the devil. 


= Qualifications for Deacons = 


8Likewise deacons must be reverent, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, 

















own houses well. '*For those who have 
served well as deacons obtain for them- 
selves a good standing and great boldness 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.“ 
w, The Guide for Faithfulness: 
An Early Creed 7> 

l4These things I write to you, though I 
hope to come to you shortly; !°but if I am 
delayed, I write so that you may know how 
you ought to conduct yourself in the house 
of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.t 
16And without controversy great is the mys- 
tery of godliness: 


God? was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, 

Seen by angels, 

Preached among the Gentiles, 
Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.t 


æ. False Teachers, False Rules -=> 


Now the Spirit expressly says that in 
“latter times some will depart from the 


not greedy for money,! “holding the mys- | faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
tery of the faith with a pure conscience. | doctrines of demons 2speaking lies in hy- 


lOBut let these also first be tested; then let 
them serve as deacons, being found blame- 
less. !!Likewise, their wives must be rever- 
ent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in 
all things.t !2Let deacons be the husbands 
of one wife, ruling their children and their 


pocrisy, having their own conscience 
seared with a hot iron,t “forbidding to 


‘marry, and commanding to abstain from 


3:1 *Literally overseer 3:38NU-Text omits not 
greedy for money. 3:16 #NU-Text reads Who. 


2:15 If salvation is holistic, involving all of one’s life, then women who have children are saved, in part, 
by motherhood, if they persevere in godliness. Our God-given role in life is the place of our salvation. 
3:1 Bishop means “overseer,” an elder (4:14; 5:17). Later in the first century bishop came to designate a 


presiding elder. 


3:2 St. John Chrysostom on blameless: “Every virtue is implied in this word. [The bishop's] life should be 
unspotted so that all should look up to him, and make his life the model of their own.” In the early 
Church, a bishop could be married, Today married men may be ordained to the Orthodox priesthood. 
The Sixth Ecumenical Council (681) sanctioned celibate bishops, but only as a special dispensation rela- 
tive to the feeling that it was not acceptable for a bishop to live with a woman. Married bishops are in 
accordance with the general teaching of Orthodox canon law. 

3:8 For qualifications for the first deacons, see Acts 6:1-6. 

3:11 Wives: Or perhaps “women,” referring to deaconesses. 

3:15 While the Scriptures are the inspired truth of God in human words (2Ti 3:15-17), the Church is the 


pillar and ground of that truth. 


3:16 Paul quotes an ancient Christian creed or hymn that is especially clear about the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Another such creed is found in 2Ti 2:11-13. (See also 6:15, 16; Eph 1:3-14; 5:14; Php 2:6-11; Col 
1:15-20.) Thus, when the early Councils met and issued creeds, they were well within the mark of bibli- 


cal precedent. 


4:2 A conscience seared with a hot iron describes the reality that repeated willful sin blunts our sensi- 
tivity to good and evil. A grim warning to all Christians to reject evil in all forms and thereby maintain a 


softness of heart toward God, 








(1 )~ 


3:13—4:5 This passage is read on January 4, the Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles. 
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nods Which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth.t 


| TIMOTHY 5:4 





s. Self-Discipline in Ministry -= 

Let no one despise your youth, but be 
an example to the believers in word, in con- 
duct, in love, in spirit,“ in faith, in purity. 
"MN I come, give attention to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine.t '4Do not neglect 
the gift that is in you, which was given to 
you by prophecy with the laying on of the 
hands of the eldership.t Meditate on these 
things; give yourself entirely to them, that 
your progress may be evident to all. '“Take 
heed to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this you will 
save both yourself and those who hear you. 


-s. Orthodox Doctrine, Orthodox 
Spirituality .- 

‘For every Creature of God is good, and 
nothing is to be refused if it is received with 
inanksgiving; °for it is sanctified by the 
word of God and prayer.' 

ef you instruct the brethren in. these | 
things, you will be a good minister of. 
Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of 
faith and of the good doctrine which you 
have carefully followed. 7But reject pro- 
fane and old wives’ fables, and exercise 
yourself toward godliness.t 8For` bodily 
exercise profits a little, but godliness is 
profitable for all things, having promise 
of the life that now is and of that which is 
to come. This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptance. !°For to this end 
we both labor and suffer reproach, be- 
cause_we trust in the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, especially of those 
who believe. !'These things command and 
teach. 





s. General Pastoral Care => 


Do not rebuke an, older man, but ex- 

hort him as a father, younger men as 
brothers, “older women as mothers, 
younger women as sisters, with all purity. 


œ. Care for Widows = 


3Honor widows who are really widows.' 
‘But if any widow has children or, grand- 


gu SSS 


4:10 *NU-Text reads we labor and strive. 
4:12 83NU-Text omits in spirit. 





4:3-5 Whereas sexual abstinence and fasting are important factors in spiritual discipline, we control our 
passions not because the material world is evil, but because we are corrupt and tend to sin. Sex and 
food are not unclean, but willful disobedience, an unthankful disposition, and uncontrolled desires are. 
The Church is here to bring the whole world back to God. 
4:5, 6 The word (Gr. logos) of God is the Son Un 1:1; Heb 4:12; 1Pt, 1:23; 1Jn 1:1; Rev 19:13). A word of 
God in the NT can be God's creative will (2Pt 3:5, 7), the OT (Mk 7:13), a blessing using God’s name (as 
here), the gospel itself (Acts 4:31; 6:7; 13:5, 26: 15:7, 36; 1Th 2:13),.or a special message from God. The 
Son is the ultimate reference for every other word of God. Sometimes it is difficult to tell whether. 
“word” refers to Christ Himself or words about Him (Col 1:25). To spread the word of God is to spread 
Christ Himself. (The Greek rema is identically translated as “word” whether it refers to the gospel 
Heb 6:5: 1Pt 1:25], a message from God [1Pt 1:25], or an act of God [Heb 11:3].) Words of faith (v. 6) 
means speech consonant with the gospel, Doctrine, or “teaching,” is the content of the gospel. Thus, 
the rich and manifold speech concerning salvation serves our communion with Christ, the Word of God. 
He is the reason these words are vital and powerful. Using words without the Word is vain. | 
4:7, 8 Paul is no stranger to physical exercise and its benefits (see 1Co 9:24-27), but he prefers spiritual 
ah for it leads to life eternal. ea E i eeu a eine | 
*13 Giv ti ding, whether personal reading or the public reading of scripture auring 
iship i tied with iexbortation (preaching) and doctrine (teaching). The early Christians had a liturgi- 
“l Worship structure—including the reading of Scripture and the homily—the roots of which were in 
aue EEr orlen wrlehiwt baleira Uy SRA BORGES 
*14 This refers mothy’s ination as presbyter (priest), which was conferred by the apostles, as | 
S by Peres roir eit Acts 6:6), In 5:22 Paul gives Timothy instructions for ordination. In 
ntinuity with the NT, Orthodox ordination to the diaconate and priesthood comes through the laying 
°n of hands by the bishop. w watt et + | 
'3-16 Specific advice on caring for widows. If there are no family members to:do this, care belongs to 
the parish for a widow has God as her guardian (Dt 10:18; Ps 67:6; Ps 145:9), A “real” widow — | 
W, 3, 5 16) however, in turn cares for the parish through prayer (v. 5) and works of compassion (v. 10) 
While maintaining a pure and holy life (vv. 6, 7, 11-16). Special qualifications are given for those who 
àre On the nalta A widows (vw. 9, 10); perhaps this was an "order" for charitable service. Widows 
ave from the start constituted a definable group within the Church (Acts 6:1; 9:39, 41). | 





ss 


a Se 
-~ iT 








I TIMOTHY 5:5 


children, let them first learn to show piety 
at home and to repay their parents; for this 
is good and® acceptable before God. “Now 
she who is really a widow, and left alone, 


—— e a e 





trusts in God and continues in supplica- 


tions and prayers night and day. But she 
who lives in pleasure is dead while she 
lives. ‘And these things command, that 
they may be blameless. 8But if anyone does 
not provide for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

Do not let a widow under sixty years old 
be taken into the number, and not unless 
she has been the wife of one man, well re- 
ported for good works: if she has brought 
up children, if she has lodged strangers, if 
she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has 
relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently 
followed every good work. 

llBut refuse the younger widows; for 
when they have begun to grow wanton 
against Christ, they desire to marry, hav- 
ing condemnation because they have cast 


off their first faith. 3And besides they learn | not consent to wholesome words, even the 


to be idle, wandering about from house to | 


house, and not only idle but also gossips 
and busybodies, saying things which they 
ought not. '4Therefore I desire that the 
younger widows marry, bear children, 
manage the house, give no opportunity to 
the adversary to speak reproachfully. !5For 
some have already turned aside after 
Satan. '*If any believing man or’ woman 
has widows, let them relieve them, and do 
not let the church be burdened, that it may 
relieve those who are really widows. 


=. Care for Elders =- 


!7]_et the elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in the word and doctrine. !8For 
the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out the grain,”® and, 
“The laborer is worthy of his wages,”>t 19Do 
not receive an accusation against an elder 
except from two or three witnesses. 2°Those 
who are sinning rebuke in the presence of 
all, that the rest also may fear. 

“I charge you before God and the Lord 


Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you. 


observe these things without prejudice, 
doing nothing with partiality. 22Do not lay 





5:18 The laborer is worthy of his wages (Mt 
ture. 


- 1638 








10:10; Lk 10:7) may be the first use of the Gospels as Scrip- 





hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other 
people’s sins; keep yourself pure. 

23No longer drink only water, but use a 
little wine for your stomach’s sake and 
your frequent infirmities. 

2Some men’s sins are clearly evident, 


‘preceding them to judgment, but those of 


some men follow later. Likewise, the 
good works of some are clearly evident, 
and those that are otherwise cannot be 
hidden. 


-s. Insubordinate Christian Slaves => 


| Let as many bondservants as are under 
the yoke count their own masters wor- 
thy of all honor, so that the name of God 


-and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 


2And those who have believing masters, let 
them not despise them because they are 


| brethren, but rather serve them because 


those who are benefited are believers and 


| beloved. Teach and exhort these things. 


=~ Ministers of Greed -7 
3If anyone teaches otherwise and does 


words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
doctrine which accords with godliness, the 
is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed 
with disputes and arguments over words, 
from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil 
suspicions, “useless wranglings’ of men of 
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, 
who suppose that godliness is a means of 
gain. From such withdraw yourself.® 

‘Now godliness with contentment is 
great gain. ‘For we brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain® we can carry 
nothing out. 'And having food and cloth- 
ing, with these we shall be content. °But 
those who desire to be rich fall into tempta- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish and 
harmful lusts which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition. !°For the love of money 


is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some 


have strayed from the faith in their greedi- 
ness, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows, 





5:4 °NU-Text and M-Text omit good and. 

5:16 ®NU-Text omits man or. 

5:18 “Deuteronomy 25:4 >Luke 10:7 6:5 aNU- 
Text and M-Text read constant friction. »NU- 
Text omits this sentence, 6:74NU-Text omits 
and it is certain, 





5:23 Timothy's physical problems—perhaps from strict water-fasts—are not miraculously overcome, and 
Paul does not suggest breaking the fasts, only decreasing their rigor. | 
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«a Pursue Spirituality Instead 7- 


uBut you, O man of God, flee these things 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, gentleness.t !2Fight the good 
ght of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to 
which you were also called and have con- 
fessed the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses.t 13] urge you in the sight 
of God who gives life to all things, and be- 





3 


fore Christ Jesus who witnessed the good | 


confession before Pontius Pilate, that you 
keep this commandment without spot, 
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s ap- 
pearing, ‘which He will manifest in His 
own time, He who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, ŝwho alone has immortality, dwelling 
in unapproachable light, whom no man has 


seen Or can see, to whom be honor and- 


everlasting power. Amen. 


E 


KEEA 





I TIMOTHY 6:21 


«n Warning to Wealthy Christians 7- 

"Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to trust 
in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy. '8Let 
them do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to give, willing to share, 
storing up for themselves a good founda- 
tion for the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life. 





-™, Keep the Tradition 7> 
20Q Timothy! Guard what was committed 
to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle 
babblings and contradictions of what is 


falsely called knowledge—t 2!by profess- 


ing it some have strayed concerning the 
faith. 
Grace be with you. Amen. 


6:11-16 A remarkabie challenge for all who serve God, especially the ordained clergy. 

6:11 The beginning of repentance is to flee from sin and to abstain from passions. 

6:12 Confessed the geod confession is a reference to Timothy’s words at his baptism or ordination. 
6:20 The faith and worship of the Church is a sacred trust, to be preserved intact, without personal- 


preference changes and without personal gain. 





ope l LOK St. Paul the Apasia By “an second half of HE deod century he 





whole Church acċepted 2 Timothy as, , Pauline and canonical. 


- LDate— Av 65-67. This lence was written from Rome (1 1), aol Paul \ was. 
~ chained, suffering, and near his execution. | 


| Maj jor. Lheme= Overcoming TNN in 1 the aan, Onne di ministers use; 
> their spiritual gifts 1 in the Church to keep: and pass on her living tradition 
(1:13,,14; 2:28; ET, 15: 3: 14-17; 4:3). ‘Through. living. tradition—the 
Bible and the ongoing life of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ— | 
the Church remains’ ‘essentially as she was at her inception sn a 


¢ Back IVOUN d=Paul has bena prisoner in Rome for some time. Although 

> no one stood with him at his first bearing, he successfully. defended himself - 
and “was delivered out of the mouti- of the lion” (4:16, 17). Nonetheless, he 
has no hope for acquittal. He knows his end is at hand (4:6—8). Worse, friends 
have turned against him (1:15; +: te) only Luke is assisting him. Paul 


longs to see Timothy once more. 









This is probably Paul’s last. letter. Hie knows his martyrdom is near and 
looks forward to being with the Lord y 8). Paul was martyred under 
Emperor Nero about AD OTe 





(Ou tline 


>I. Greeting (1:1, 2) 
II. Ministry; Exhortation to Strength 


A. Against false teachers (2:14-26) s 
B. In the face of persecution (3:1—4:8) 


(1:3—2:13) IV. Conclusion (4:9-22) 
A. To the bishop, Timothy; be bold! A. Fellow workers and evil workers 
(1:318) (4:9-15) 


B. Paul’s first defense (4:16-18) 


B. To other faithful men (2:1—13) 
C. Greetings and benediction (4:19-22) 


III. Orthodoxy: Exhortation to Faith and 
Practice (2:14—4;8) 












| 
| 
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| 
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™ Greeting m 


Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christe by the 
will of God, according to the promise of 
fe which is in Christ Jesus, 





2To Timothy, a beloved son: 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
rather and Christ Jesus our Lord. 


~ Thanksgiving for Timothy .2 


3] thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my forefathers did, as with- 
out ceasing I remember you in my prayers 
night and day, *greatly desiring to see you, 
being mindful of your tears, that I may be 
filled with joy, “when I call to remembrance 
the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your | 
mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in 
you also. 


æ Timothy’s Gift, the Power of God = | 


‘Therefore I remind you to stir up'the gift | 
of God which is in you through the laying 





on of my hands.* ‘For God has not given us 
a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 
ofa sound mind.' 

’Therefore do not be ashamed of the tes- 
timony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, 
but share with me in the sufferings for the | 
gospel according to the power of God, ’who 
has saved us and called us with a holy call- 
ing, not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to His own purpose and grace which 


began,t but has now been revealed by the 
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
has abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel,t 
Uto which I was appointed a preacher, an 
| apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 


2For this reason I also suffer these things; 
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed and am persuaded 


| that He is able to keep what I have commit- 


ted to Him until that Day. 


œ Fidelity in Spite of Desertions .= | 
\3Hold fast the pattern of sound words 


| which you have heard from me, in faith and 


love which are in Christ Jesus.t !4That good 
thing which was committed to you, keep by 
the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 

ISThis you know, that all those in Asia 
have turned away from me, among whom 
are Phygellus and Hermogenes. !*The Lord 
grant mercy to the household of Onesiph- 
orus, for he often refreshed me, and was 
not ashamed of my chain; but when he ar- 
rived in Rome, he sought me out very zeal- 
ously and.found me. '®The Lord grant 


to him that he may find mercy from the 


Lord in that Day—and you know very well 
how many ways he ministered to me? at 


- Ephesus.t 


1:1 8NU-Text and M-Text read Christ Jesus. 
1:11 “NU-Text omits of the Gentiles. . 1:182To 
me is from the Vulgate and a few Greek manu- 
scripts. l 


1:6 The gift of God is the grace of the Holy Spirit, or 


charism, given Timothy at his ordination. This ` 


grace fills up what is lacking and gives authenticity to the priesthood: But it is not automatic. We must 


stir up and rekindle it. 


1:7 While any Christian may be persecuted (Jn 15:20; see 
ear or timidity. We do not “quench the Spirit” (1Th 5:19), 


Mt 10:33; Lk 9:26). Y 
1:9 Our salvation and calling are based on Hi 
God's favor (Eph 2:8-10; Tts 3:5, 6). 


see Mt 5:11, 12 and note), we reject feelings of 
but act with power and courage (2:12) see - 


s grace and love, not on anything we have done to merit 


1:10 “He submi to suffering] so that he might break the power of Death and demonstrate the 
A AA ate EA Nis it was necessary for him to be manifested in flesh. Also [he submitted] 


© that he might fulfill the promise to the fathers an 
‘elf and while he was still on earth, 
Judge” (Barn 5:6, 7). 

13, 14 The pattern of sound words (V. 13) is 
© same weight as written apostolic tradition ( 
‘ted in Christ Jesus (v. 13) and kept by the 


may find mercy from God ont 
Nd to the Father.) 





to prove that aft 


Holy Spirit who dwells in us (v. 14). 


1:18 p ) ic dead. The Church has never 
erhaps Onesiphorus Is “tan of the Lord. (The first Lord in the verse refers to the Son, the sec- 


d, while he was preparing the new people for him- 
er he has brought about the resurrection he will 


oral apostolic tradition which you have heard. It holds 
see 2:2: 2Th 2:5). Oral or written, this Holy Tradition is 


hesitated to pray for her departed that they 





2 TIMOTHY 2:1 Pn aa 
. Transmitting the Faith s 








) You therefore, my son, be strong in the | 
grace that is in Christ Jesus.“ 2And the | 


things that you have heard from me among 
many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also.t 


=. Strengthening Others: Discipline 
and Suffering -> 

3You therefore must endure’ hardship as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.t 4No one en- 
gaged in warfare entangles himself with 
the affairs of this life, that he may please 
him who enlisted him as a soldier. °And 
also if anyone competes in athletics, he is 
not crowned unless he competes according 
to the rules. "The hardworking farmer must 
be first to partake of the crops. ‘Consider 
what I say, and may? the Lord give you un- 
derstanding in all things. 


8Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed | 


of David, was raised from the dead accord- 
ing to my gospel,t for which I suffer trou- 


ble as an evildoer, even to the point of 


chains; but the word of God is not chained. 
l’Therefore I endure all things for the sake 
of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eter- 
nal glory. 

11This is a faithful saying: 


For if we died with Him, 
We shall also live with Him. 
21f we endure, 
We shall also reign with Him. 








He also will deny us. 
\3If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; 
He cannot deny Himself. 


m. Apostolic Teaching vs. Error 7- 


l4Remind them of these things, charging 
them before the Lord not to strive about 
words to no profit, to the ruin of the hear- 
ers. Be diligent to present yourself ap- 
proved to God, a worker who does not need 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.t '®But shun profane and idle bab- 
blings, for they will increase to more un- 
godliness.t !7And their message will spread 
like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of 
this sort,t '8who have strayed concerning 
the truth, saying that the resurrection is al- 
ready past; and they overthrow the faith of 
some. !¥Nevertheless the solid foundation 
of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord 
knows those who are His,” and, “Let every- 
one who names the name of Christ@ depart 
from iniquity.” 


æ. Apostolic Conduct vs. Error = 


But in a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood 
and clay, some for honor and some for dis- 
honor.t 2!Therefore if anyone cleanses him- 
self from the latter, he will be a vessel for 


2:7 NU- 
2:19 4NU- 


2:3 4NU-Text reads You must share. 
Text reads the Lord will give you. 
Text and M-Text read the Lord. 





2:2 Paul establishes a clear chain of witnesses to oral tradition. Christian tradition is for all believers; it is 
“catholic, " belonging to the whole Church, and needs to be passed down to others unhindered. This 
stands in clear contrast to the elitism of the major religions of the first-century Roman world, including 


gnosticism and the various mystery religions. 


2:3-6 Faithful ministry requires discipline: obedience, self-denial, and struggle. Our icons (examples) 
here are the soldier (vv. 3, 4), the athlete (v. 5), and the farmer (v. 6). 

2:8-13 Verses 11-13 may be an early baptismal hymn. Ministry is based on union with Christ and im- 
movable loyalty to Him. The end, for the minister and his hearers, is life with Christ in the eternal King- 


dom. 


2:15 The last phrase of this verse is quoted in an Orthodox liturgical prayer for the bishops. 

2:16 Profane and idle babblings (like nonsense syllables) is an apt description of heresy. 

2:17, 18 What is the heresy of Hymenaeus and Philetus? Perhaps a superspiritual interpretation of the 
resurrection (v, 18) as affecting only the soul and not the whole person (Greek philosophy thought 
bodily resurrection absurd); thus resurrection is thought to be already past, having occurred at baptism. 
They use the language of baptism but in a non-Orthodox way, Let us not be naive: this sort of novel 
doctrine can spread through the community like cancer (v. 17). 

2:20-23 Heresy corrupts; bad theology leads to bad behavior. The Church on earth is a mixture of 
wheat and tares sown together (vv. 19-21), Membership in the Church guarantees nothing—even the 
baptismal confession (quoted in v. 19) acknowledges the necessity of struggle. 


a 





= 


= 





2:1-10 This passage is read on days commemorating a martyr and for the Finding of the Head of John 


the Baptist (February 24 and May 29), 





repared for every good work. 22Flee also 

youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, peace with those who call on the 
ord out of a pure heart. 2%But avoid foolish 
and ignorant disputes, knowing that they 
generate strife. *4And a servant of the Lord 
must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to 
teach, patient,t in humility correcting 
those who are 1n opposition, if God perhaps 
will grant them repentance, so that they 
may know the truth, “Sand that they may 
come to their senses and escape the snare 
of the devil, having been taken captive by 
him to do his will. 


«a Moral Decline in the Last Days = 
But know this, that in the last days per- 
ilous times will come:t 2For men will 

be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, 2unloving, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self- 
control, brutal, despisers of good, “traitors, 


rather than lovers of God, ®having a form 
of godliness but denying its power. And 
irom such people turn away!t ®For of this 
sort are those who creep into households 
and make captives of gullible women 
loaded down with sins, led away by vari- 
ous lusts, 7always learning and never able 


t0 come to the knowledge of the truth. | 


643 


honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, | 8Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted 


MOTE 


Moses, so do these also resist the truth: 
men of corrupt minds, disapproved con- 


cerning the faith;t 9but they will progress 


no further, for their folly will be manifest 


to all, as theirs also was. 


œ The Pastor’s Defense Against 
Apostasy: Loyalty to Tradition 7- 

‘But you have carefully followed my 
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, love, perseverance,t4 !!per- 
secutions, afflictions, which happened to 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what 
persecutions I endured. And out of them all 
the Lord delivered me. !2Yes, and all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suf- 
fer persecution. !3But evil men and impos- 
tors will grow worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived. But you must con- 
tinue in the things which you have learned 
and been assured of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them,t !Sand that from 


childhood you have known the Holy 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure | 


Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

16Ą]] Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 


righteousness, !’that the man of God may 


be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. 


S EG TU OY ST ITE SESE Sn 
2:24-26 Good theology helps us along the path to good behavior. Although the truth stands firm and 
inalterable and cannot tolerate the false (see 1Co 5:1-13; 2Co 6:14-18), it instills a reasonable patience 
and gentleness toward all, especially toward false teachers—while not losing sight of the fact that they 


are enemies and to be avoided (3:5). 


31-9 While technically we have been in the last days since Christ walked the earth, the Church has _ 

en this and other warnings as a reference to the days just before His coming again. A great decay in 

Morals (see Mt 24; Mk 13; 2Th 2; 2Pt 2; compare Rom 1:28-32) will even infiltrate the Church (v. 5; see 
7:15-27: 1Co 5:1-5; 1Ti 4:1-11). Like the prominent men of Cain's city (Gn 4:16-24), these offenders 

willfully reject law and morals out of love of self and love of pleasure. 

35 The form and power of godliness are intended to be inseparable. We normally do not have the 

Power of godliness without the form. Charismatic power, however, can be twisted for evil and greed 
cts 8:9-20), Outward forms, even of liturgical worship, can be carried on without power or conviction 

See Mt 7:15; 24:4, 5, 24). As faith without works is a form without substance (Jam 2:26), so is religion 

Without power. This is a stern warning to those of us committed to proper form. , 

“8 In Jewish tradition, Jannes and Jambres are the Egyptian magicians who opposed Moses in Ex 7, 


In 4 


10-13 Paul's life exhibits what the Lord taught: In this world, godliness elicits persecution (see 
1 15:20), | 


4144 mat example of his own steadfastness (vv. 10-13), Paul now 

: | mothy with the examp | : ! | 

Sues navig Anori Cebth of Timothy's training, which combined both oral and written instruction 
€ Mt TES Ae 11:2: 2Th 2:15; 3:6). A part of this tradition is Scripture, Paul, of course, speaks of 


€ OT, since the NT did not yet exist. 





110-45 This passage is read on the 
the Pharisee. 


~ 





fourth Sunday before Great Lent, called the Sunday of the Publican 


2 TIMOTHY £ 





e The People’ S Deiene Against 
Apostasy: Orthodox Preaching -+> 

I charge you therefore before God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge 
the living and the dead atè His appearing 
and His kingdom: 2Preach the word! Be 
ready in season and out of. Season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuf- 
fering and teaching. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine, 
but according to their own desires, because 
they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; tand they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables. "But you be watchful 
in all things, endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 


æ Paul’s Example =- 

6For I am already being poured out asa 
drink offering, and the time of my. depar- 
ture is at hand.t 7] have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race; I have: kept 
the faith.t *Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which. the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to. me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to 
all who have loved His appearing. 


=. Request to See Timothy = 
Be diligent to come to me quickly; 'for 
Demas has forsaken me, having loved this 
present world, and has departed for 
Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus 
for Dalmatia.t |!}Only Luke is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is use- 


il Have gént tö Ephesus Bring the aoak that 
L left with Carpus at Troas when you 
come—and the books, especially the parch- 


ments. 


l4Alexander the coppersmith did me 
much’ harm. May the Lord repay him ac- 
cording to his works. !°You also must be- 
ware of him. for he has greatly resisted our 
words. 

=u Paul’s First Defense 7- 

i6At my first defense no one stood with 
me, but all forsook me., May it not be 
charged against them. 

i7RBut the Lord stood with me and 
strengthened me, so that the message 
might be preached fully through me, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was 


delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 


8And the Lord will deliver me from every 
evil work and preserve me for His heavenly 


kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. 


Amen! 

| es. Farewell > 

19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the house- 
hold of Onesiphorus. 2°Erastus stayed in 
Corinth, but. Trophimus I have left in 


| Miletus sick. 


2Do your utmost to come before winter. 
Eubulus greets you, as well as Pudens, 
Linus, Claudia, and all the brethren.t | 
“The Lord Jesus Christ? be with your 
spit Grace be with you. Amen. 


4:1 aN U- Text omits Mhenotore and reads ee by 


ful to me for ministry.! 2And Tychicus. L| for at. 4:22@NU-Text omits Jesus Christ. 

4:6 A drink offering is a wine, water, or oil offering poured over animal or grain sactifices at the conclu- 
sion of both Jewish and pagan rites. 

4:7 The race is the life and work that God gave Paul. The comparison of the spiritual life to an athletic 
contest (see 1Co 9:24-27) is common in the writings of the ascetic Fathers. 

4:10 Demas provides a sobering footnote to Paul's ministry, He was Paul's companion in Rene his co- 
laborer in apostleship, and a close friend of Luke (Col 4:14; Phm 24). Yet Demas—after these great and 
glorious years of service with the Apostle—forsook Paul, having loved this present world. It is in the 
face of tragedies such as this that the Scriptures, the Fathers, the prayers and hymns of the Church to- 
gether call us repeatedly to a life of humility and repentance—that we should not think of ourselves 
more highly than we ought. 

4:11 Paul is now reconciled with (John) Mark (see Acts 15:37-40). The sharp contention between Bar-.. 
nabas and Paul is forgotten, and the true love of Christ reigns, 

4:21 “The blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, having founded and established the Church of Rome, 
handed over the office of bishop to Linus—of whom Paul makes mention in his second letter to Timo: | 
thy” (Iren), Eusebius, writing in the fourth century, says the same, 
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An tl Hor T Hë eredi (1: 1) Ue, Bol Tradition both affirm that St. Paul is 


the author. 
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Dat C RIAD 63-65. The circumstances, content, and organization ‘of Titus are | 
similar to those of 1 Timothy. The. two books were probably written about — 
the same time. Paul’s work with Titus on Crete does not fit into the time 


covered by the Book of Acts, 80. it ehroballyg occurred after Paul’s release from | 
his first i imprisonment. in Rome. 


Major 1h eme “Overseeing the Church according i to the true faith. As the Church 
grew, it naturally developed theology and structure, and encountered heresy 


and sub-Christian behavior among its members, as s had been prophesied. Eats 
here advises Titus as he faces these i issues. BAQ TUV eres ‘ 


Bac k round— Titus was a (Geine concerted to Yoru bys St: Paul Ti 4y After 
Paul ‘was released from prison in Rome about AD 63, he and Titus visited _ 
Crete (1:5). When, Paul moved « on, he appointed Titus: as apostolic overseer | 
there. After Paul left Titus in charge of consolidating and organizing the | pare a 
church on the island of Crete) he found theological problems there similar 4 to. 
those being confronted by Timothy i in Asia Minor: elements of Judaism — 
binding Christians, and early gnosticism. But the native culture of Crete ™ was a 
more vicious than those founda in Asia ‘Minor. Further, whereas Timothy was 
restoring order in established churches, Titus was establishing order in vie | 
churches. EAM. Skit eS ALE ee ene ae ea 
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TITUS I:I 





~, Greeting 1 
Paul, a bondservant of God and an 


apostle of Jesus Christ, according to | 


the faith of God’s elect and the acknowl- 
edgment of the truth which accords with 
godliness,t 2in hope of eternal life which 
God, who cannot lie, promised before time 
began, “but has in due time manifested His 
word through preaching, which was com- 
mitted to me according to the command- 
ment of God our Savior; 


4To Titus, a true son in our common faith: 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ@ our 
Savior. 

æ Ordination of Sound Elders .> 

"For this reason I left you in Crete, that 
you should set in order the things that are 
lacking, and appoint elders in every city as 


I commanded you—' ‘if a man is blameless, | 


the husband of one wife, having faithful 


children not accused of dissipation or in- | 


subordination. ‘For a bishop* must be 
blameless, as a steward of God, not self- 
willed, not quick-tempered, not given to 
wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 
8but hospitable, a lover of what is good, 
sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 
*holding fast the faithful word as he has 
been taught, that he may be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those 
who contradict. 











w. Opposition to False Teachers 7- 

"For there are many insubordinate, both 
idle talkers and deceivers, especially those 
of the circumcision,t !'whose mouths must 
be stopped, who subvert whole households, 
teaching things which they ought not, for 
the sake of dishonest gain. One of them, a 
prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are al- 
ways liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” !*This 
testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them 


| sharply, that they may be sound in the 


faith, “not giving heed to Jewish fables and 
commandments of men who turn from the 
truth. To the pure all things are pure, but 
to those who are defiled and unbelieving 
nothing is pure; but even their mind and 


| conscience are defiled. “They profess to 


know God, but in works they deny Him, 
being abominable, disobedient, and dis- 
qualified for every good work. 


æ Sound Doctrine Produces Proper 
| Behavior -=> 
But as for you, speak the things which 
are proper for sound doctrine:t 2that 
the older men be sober, reverent, temper- 
ate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; “the 
older women likewise, that they be rever- 
ent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to 
| much wine, teachers of good things—t ‘that 
they admonish the young women to love 
their husbands, to love their children, °to be 


| 





1:44NU-Text reads and Christ Jesus. 
1:7 4Literally overseer 





1:1 In the Roman world, a bondservant (Gr. dou/os) was in an unenviable position: he had no name, 
rights, will, or even time of his own. But in the world of the OT, a bondservant was often the king's 
right-hand man—one of the most honored titles. Moses and other OT prophets were the bondservants 
of the Lord. Paul, of course, knew of both usages. An apostle, “one sent out,” was a New Covenant 


equivalent to a bondservant. 


Acknowledgment (Gr. epignosis) is deeper than mental knowledge; it is experiential, not theoretical. 
Knowledge (the truth) and action (godliness) are a unity; knowledge that does not change one's life 


does not save. 


1:5 When Paul evangelized an area, he did not leave it unattended (1Co 3:6-10; Col 1:7). 

1:5-9 All Christians are priests in Christ. Candidates for eldership, that is, for the special priesthood in- 
side the general priesthood of all, should exhibit a wholesome and united family life (v. 6), control over 
passions and emotions (v. 7), loving and righteous relations with others (v. 8), and careful adherence to 


tradition (v, 9; see also 1Ti 3:1-16; 5:21; 2Ti 2:2). 


1:10-16 False leaders also exhibit certain characteristics, They upset rather than reconcile (v. 11), have 
an eye for personal profit (v, 11), lack discipline and integrity (vv. 12, 13), misjudge reality—here set- 


ting up external laws when the uncleanness is internal (vv. 


to bad behavior (v, 16). 


14, 15), and are immoral. Bad theology leads 


2:1-10 Good theology helps lead us to good behavior. Various classes, distinguished here primarily by 


age and sex, have characteristic problems and responsibilities. 
2:3-5 Note the opportunity for older women in the Church to be role models and teachers for young 


wives and mothers. 
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 p>>sTHE SECOND COMIN Graae 
OF CHRIST 


) The Orthodox understanding of the second coming of Christ is clear: The Lord Jesus 
® Christ truly will return. His second advent is not a myth nor an empty promise, nor is it a 
metaphor. In fact, each time the Divine Liturgy is celebrated, the priest makes a procla- 
» mation to the Father that reveals how the Church responds not only to the second com- 
9 ing of Christ, but to all of His work. 
Remembering this saving commandment [ Jesus’ command to eat His flesh and drink 
His blood] and all that has been done for us—the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection 
on the third day, the Ascension into heaven, the sitting at the right hand, and the sec- 
ond and glorious coming—we offer You Your own, from what is Your own, on behalf 
| of all and for all. | 
| Orthodox Christians also believe the New Testament revelation of the second coming of — 
| Christ is meant to stimulate our preparation for it, not our speculation about it. This explains 
| he relative simplicity with which the Nicene Creed, the most universal confession of faith in 
| all of Christendom, addresses Chnist’s return; “He . . . will come again, with glory, to judge 
| the living and the dead, whose Kingdom shall have no end.” The emphasis of historic Ortho- 
| doxy is that Jesus will come again, not when He will come again. 
| Thus, St. Paul writes, “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing 








of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
fom every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
| works” (Tts 2:12-14). | 2 

There are signs of Christ’s coming, to be sure. Jesus prophesied many events that would 
take place in the world prior to His return (Mt 24; Lk 21:7-36). But even these Gospel pas- 
sages close with Jesus’ exhortation to virtue, righteousness, and preparation for the Judgment. 
| Christ and His apostles issue severe warnings, implicit and explicit, against second-guessing the 
| time of His.coming (Mt 24:3-8, 36, 43, 44, 50; Lk 21:7-9, 34; "Acts 1:7; 1Th 5:153; | 
2Pt 3:8-10). | 

Much of modern Christendom has succumbed to divisive speculation regarding Chnist’s 
return. We are divided into premillennial, postmillennial, and amillennial camps. Breaking it 
down even further, there are pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, and post-tribulation adherents. 
Christians part ways and new denominations spring up around. interpretations of events that 
have not yet even come to pass! 

Throughout history the Orthodox Church has steadfastly insisted on the reality of the — 
cond coming of Christ as a settled belief, but has always granted liberty on the question of 
when it will occur. In the last chapter of Revelation, Jesus speaks the words, “I am coming 
quickly,” three different times (22:7, 12, 20). His coming will occur on a day and at an hour 
When it is not expected. The apostle John, the author of Revelation, concludes his book with a 
Warning: 

For I testify to every 


| 


one who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book (Rev 22:18, 19). ir: 
To confess the return of Christ is to stand squarely within the apostolic tradition, 
To add “when” to the promise of His coming is warned against in the Scriptures. As 
Members of the Bride of Christ, let us attend instead to being ready, 
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discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedi- | 
ent to their own husbands, that the word of | 


God may not be blasphemed. 

‘Likewise, exhort the young men to be 
sober-minded, ‘in all things showing your- 
self to be a pattern of good works; in doc- 
trine showing integrity, reverence, incor- 


ruptibility,? 8sound speech that cannot be | 


condemned, that one who is an opponent 
may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say 
of you.@ 

Exhort bondservants to be obedient to 
their own masters, to be well pleasing in all 
things, not answering back, !’not pilfering, 
but showing all good fidelity, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all. 
things. 


= Proper Behavior Supports Sound 
Doctrine =>- f 

lFor the grace of God that brings salya- 
tion has appeared to all men,t !4teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and. worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, !?!ooking for. 
the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,* 
l4who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless.deed and pu- | 
rify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works. 
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-™ Kindness Toward All Mena 


Remind them to be subject to rulers 

and authorities, to obey, to be ready for 
every good work, 2to speak evil of no one, 
to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humil- 
ity to all men. 


m God’s Kindness to Us = 

3For we ourselves were also once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts 
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another. *But when 
the kindness and the love of God our 
Savior toward man’ appeared,® ‘not by 
works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit,t °whom 
| He poured out on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, ‘that having been 
justified by His grace we should become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.t 

8This is a faithful saying, and these 
things I want you to affirm constantly, that 
those who, have believed in God should be 
careful. to. maintain good works. These 
things are good and profitable to men. 


= Heretical and Schismatic Members -7> 


9But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, 
contentions, and strivings about the law; 


with all authority. Let no one despise you. 


Text ane M- Text read us. 





2:11-15 While Christian ethical teaching often appears similar to other systems—Paul uses both Roman 
and Jewish ethical terms—the basis of Christian ethics is unique. Christians are good not merely out of 
obedience to law or harmony with nature, or in order to gain immortal bliss for the soul. Rather, they 
are righteous in anticipation of the age to come, the eschaton, the age of the fullness of creation in the 
incarnate Son of God. Grace (v. 11) is the uncreated energy of God, the gift of the Holy Spirit, through 
which He gives His gifts to man in tender mercy and good will. It is a formative power, the rule of life 
of the eschaton, requiring our determined participation, To belong to God is to become like God. To be 
ransomed, or “owned,” by God (v. 14) is not simply legal and static, but means to live in solidarity with 


Him: a blessed, victorious struggle. 


2:13 The Church Fathers regard our great God and Savior Jesus Christ as a landmark statement of the 
divinity of Christ (see Rom 9:5; 2Pt 1:1). In Paul's thought, “God” refers usually to the Person of the Fa- 


ther, not to the divine nature. 


As Paul grew older, it seems his sense of the difference between this age and the age to come deep- 
ened. In his earlier letters, he emphasized the present realization of God's power; now he speaks more 


of our future transfiguration. 


3:5 The washing of regeneration, baptism, and renewing of the Holy Spirit, chrismation, form a unity 
in our salvation, clear throughout the NT. Jesus taught we are born from above through “water and 
the Spirit” Un 3:5); Peter preached salvation in Christ through being “baptized” and receiving “the gift 
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Now Paul calls us to the washing of the water and the renewing of the 


Holy Spirit. 


3:7, 8 While Paul is painfully aware we are awaiting the consummation of the age to come (2:13), he 
knows we already participate in the eschatological community. Baptism and chrismation are the begin- 
ning, the rite of passage toward a progressive life of renewal in Christ (see 2Co 3:16-18). 
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3:4-7, 11-14 This passage is read on January 6, the Feast of the Theophany of the Lord. 
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for they are unprofitable and useless. | winter there. 13Send Zenas the lawyer and 
Reject a divisive man after the first and | Apollos on their journey with haste, that 
second admonition,t !’knowing that such a | they may lack nothing. '4And let our people 
person is aes and sinning, being self-.| aiso learn to maintain good works, to meet 
condemned. urgent needs, that they may not be unfruit- 
-™, Conclusion > ful. 

When I send Artemas to you, or| All who are with me greet you. Greet 
Tychicus, be diligent to come to me at | those who love us in the faith. 
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the | Grace be with you all: Amen. 








3:10, 11 A divisive person is one who “picks” or “chooses from” the whole truth. A sect is a group that 
follows Its own choices, independent of holy tradition. Incomplete or erroneous beliefs result in 
immoral behavior. | 





e uthor— St. Paul. Paul often used an assistant to whom he dictated his letters 
(Rom 16:22; 1Co 16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18; 2Th 3:17), but he wrote 
Philemon with his own hand (v. 149) 


we te—Ap 61-63. Philemon was written at the same time as Colossians, most 
=) likely from Rome during Paul’s first Roman captivity. 


Major The 


me— No longer slaves, we are brothers and sisters in Christ. 










eground— Philemon (Gr, ‘affectionate”) had been converted by Paul 

(v. 19) and was a member of the church in Colosse (Col 4:9). Onesimus 

(Gr. “‘useful”) had been an “‘unuseful” slave of Philemon, for he had run away, 
providing for his needs from the stolen treasury of his master—an offense 
punishable by death. Somehow Onesimus reached Paul, who brought him to 
Christ. He then became “useful” to Paul. 


According to Roman law, Onesimus still belonged to Philemon. So Paul 
sent Onesimus back to Colosse with this letter under the care of Tychicus, 
who was also carrying the letters to the Colossians and the Ephesians. Paul 
urges Philemon to receive Onesimus with forgiveness as a brother in the 
Lord, and hints that he would not be displeased if Philemon released 
Onesimus from bondage in order to free him for service to Paul. 


According to ancient tradition, Philemon was consecrated bishop of 
Colosse and later martyred. Onesimus may be the same Onesimus whom 
Ignatius mentions as bishop of Ephesus, forty years after this incident. 


Outline 





I, Greeting (vv. 1—3) | IV. Conclusion: Request, Greetings, and 
II. Commendation of Philemon (vv. 4-7) Benediction (vv. 22—25) 
III, Plea for Onesimus (vv. 8-21) 
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He 


ne aaa eS ea ee a aC RC et et Cet at at tet ete 
™ Greeting s7- our fellow soldier, and to the church in your 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and | house: 
Timothy our brother, | 
| 3Grace to you and peace from God our 
To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
laborer, 2to the beloved Apphia, Archippus | 2«NU-Text reads to our sister Apphia. 


1 It is not known whether Philemon was yet ordained as a presbyter/bishop; he is recognized for his 
kindness, hospitality, and gracious spirit. 

1-7 Paul's apostolic spirit is manifest in his affection, benevolence, and regular intercessions for his fel- 
low laborers. 






-» Commendation of Philemon ^ 

4] thank my God, making mention of you 
always in my prayers, *hearing of your love 
and faith which you have toward the Lord 
Jesus and toward all the saints,t that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective 
py the acknowledgment of every good 
‘hing which is in you® in Christ Jesus.t 7For 
we have® great joy® and consolation in your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have 
heen refreshed by you, brother. 


æ. Plea for Onesimus 7- 
8Therefore, though I might be very bold 


in Christ to command you what is fitting,t | 


yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you— 
being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now 
also a prisoner of Jesus Christ— OI appeal 
to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have 


begotten while in my chains,t who once | 


was unprofitable to you, but now is prof- 
itable to you and to me.t 
2] am sending him back. You therefore 


receive him, that is, my own heart, whom 





| wished to keep with me, that on your be- 
half he might minister to me in my chains 
for the gospel, !}4But without your consent I 
wanted to do nothing, that your good deed 
might not be by compulsion, as it were, but 
voluntary.t 

For perhaps he departed for a while for 
this purpose, that you might receive him 


5 Love and faith go together. As true faith includes works, so true faith includes love. We cannot be- 


lieve in God without loving others. 


TOSI 





—_PHILEMON 25 
forever, ‘no longer as a slave but more 





than a slave—a beloved brother, especially 


to me but how much more to you, both in 
the flesh and in the Lord. 

VIf then you count me as a partner, re- 
ceive him as you would me. '*But if he has 
wronged you or owes anything, put that on 
my account.t !°J, Paul, am writing with my 
own hand. I will repay—not to mention to 
you that you owe me even your own Self be- 
sides.t 20Yes, brother, let me have joy from 
you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the 
Lord. 

21\Having confidence in your obedience, I 
write to you, knowing that you will do even 
more than I say.t 22But, meanwhile, also 
prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that 
through your prayers I shall be granted to 
you. 


-», Personal Request, Greetings, 
and Benediction -=> 
23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ 
Jesus, greets you, *4as do Mark, Aristar- 
chus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers. 
25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen. 


6@NU-Text and M-Text read us. 72NU-Text 
reads had. °M-Text reads thanksgiving. 

12 aNU-Text reads back to you in person, that 
is, my own heart. 





6 Faith unites a person not only to Christ but to all who are in Him—including those who have greatly 


wronged us, as Onesimus had wronged Philemon. 


8, 9 Paul appeals not to his own apostolic authority (v. 8; see 2 Corinthians). Instead he appeals to his 
age, to his being a prisoner of Jesus Christ (v. 9)—for whom we should be quick to do all that we can, 


and to Philemon’s Christian conscience (see v. 14). 


10 Paul became Onesimus’s spiritual father by convincing him of the truth of Christ (see 1Co 4:15; 


Gal 4:19). 


11-13 Paul sees to it that Onesimus fulfills his legal responsibilities by returning him to his master, con- 


rns about the justice of slavery notwithstanding. 


14-17 While the master-slave relationship continues, it is transcended by brotherhood in Christ. 
18 Onesimus stole from or otherwise wronged Philemon when he ran away. Put that on my account is 
eminiscent of how Christ has taken away our sins that we might go free (2Co 5:21; 8:9). 


19 Paul had also brought Philemon to Christ. Aa ee | | 
' Perhaps Paul hopes Philemon will not only receive Onesimus with forgiveness, but will also free him 


nd return him to Paul. 





enai to hor Ih the early centuries of ha Church, several dieni opinions — 
» circulated asto who wrote ‘Hebrews. By. the fourth century most witnesses.. 

ascribed Hebrews to St. Paul, including St. John Chrysostom (d. AD 407) and 
St. Athanasius (d. AD 373). Church historian Eusebius: (d: c.. AD 340) included 
Hebrews in his list‘of Paul's epistles, but noted that Rome rejected the letter 
because it was not Pauline. A Coüncil at Carthage (AD. 397) canonized — 
Hebrews.as one of fourteen epistles of Paul. All Orthodox lectionaries _ | 
introduce Hebrews with “the reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle” ) 


Paul to the Hebrews.” Nevertheless; most biblical scholars roda, aptes, 
authorship of the letter is uncertain. 


Da bem The content of the epistle and the witness of ABE e early Church argue 3 
r j A 
for some time near AD 70: hein Ht pork MO Gan 


| Mayor Theme- Poitseiit fih in ae incarnate 5 Son Jesus: Christi 15 superior to 
> the prophets, angels, Moses, and Aaron. He offers a better priesthood, 


sanctuary, and sacrifice, for in His worship we enter. heaven. Therefore, we. 
must faithfully, hold fast to Him. RAS 





- Back; round—Hebrews seems: to be written: to. Grose reai leet 
~ © Christians, perhaps in, Palestine, who were being drawn back to Judaism. _ 
Indeed, some had returned to their roots, partly because of a low view of 
Jesus, Hence the subthemes: the superiority’ ‘of Christ and His sacrifice over 
Judaism, and encouragement to continue in. the Christian faith. 


KETAN A ce. Ree a ue eee 


I. The Superiority of Christ \(1;1—10:18) 00 E. Christ's orhi is superior to Moses 
A. Introduction; the supreme revelation (8;1—10:18) 


(Ir ran | d esiti IT. Persevering Toward the Entrance and Eer 
B. Christ's sien is superior to the mF EALO) 19—13:19) 


angels’ (1:5—2:18) DSM): shi 
C. Christ’s rest is superior to Moses”'' 











“A. Persevering in worship (10: 19-39) ` 
- B. Persevering in faith (11:1—40) 


(3:14:13) SE COS) Sant Op Tiana C C, Persevering in discipline (12: 1229) seg 
D. Christ’s priesthood is superior to Aaron’s D. Persevering i in holiness (13: f —19) 
| ii Kosal alk | E EIENAME S R ale BORER side shia | AS, a 


=. The Supreme Revelation of the 

Son of God m 
| God, who at various times and in vari- 
ous ways spoke in time past to the fa- 
thers by the prophets,t 2has in these last 
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds:t 3who 
being the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself: purged our? sins, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, *having become so much better 
than the angels, as He has by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than:they,t 





1:1-4 These verses provide an introducto 
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sy ___ HEBREWS 1:6 
m Christ’s Dominion Over Creation 7- 
“For to which of the angels did He ever 


| Say: 


“You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You’? 


And again: 


“I will be to Him a Father, 
And He shall be to Me a Son”?>t 


‘But when He again brings the firstborn 
into the world, He:says: | 





1:3 “NU-Text omits by Himself. *NU-Text omits 
our. 1:52Psalm 2:7 62 Samuel 7:14 


ry summary to 1:1—10:18. The new covenant is superior to the 


old, for the old is incomplete and preparatory whereas the new is complete and final. In the new man 


enters into the heavenly. realm through Christ and is glorified (see Php 2:5-11 for a close parallel) 


$ 


1:1, 2 In time past anc to the fathers (v. 1) are contrasted with in these last days and to us (v. 2). In OT 
times God spoke constantly through the Holy Spirit in the Law and the prophets, leading His people 

into greater truth. Now He speaks directly, through His own incarnate Son. The fathers are the leaders 
of Israel and representative of all the spiritual ancestors of New Israel. 


1:2, 3 Through whom also He made the worlds (v. 2; see Jn 1:3) and upholding all things by the word 


does not exist without His Son. 


en the OT argues for the superiority of the Son. 


Ur 





of His power (v. 3; see Col 1:16, 17): These two phrases reveal the Son as God acting in the world. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is (1) the One who created the universe, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
and is therefore (2) the One who sustains:the Creation and has absolute authority over it. It. is natural, 
then, that the Son, as both God and Man, is heir of all things (v: 2). If the sons of Abraham hoped to be 
eirs of the promised land, the sons of Christ can hope to be heirs of the whole universe. 

The first half of v. 3 is quoted verbatim jin the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great. The brightness of His 
glory expresses the Son's nature, His origin from and identity of nature with the Father. He is the Fa- 
ther’s brightness because He is begotten from the Father beyond time and without change. Thus, the 
Nicene Creed speaks of “Light of Light.” As the sun does not exist without radiating light, so the Father 


Thus, the Son reflects His Father's glory in this world. The unapproachable light of divinity, the divine 
energy (1Ti 6:16; 1Pt 2:9; 1Jn 1:7), is approachable only in the incarnate Christ (Jn 12:36). God's bright- 
ness, though it had been experienced at the burning bush (Ex 3:2-4), known by Israel (Ex 1 0:23; 13:21), 
and spoken of by the prophets (Ps 35:10; 103:2; Is 9:1; 10:17; Hab 3:4), is especially revealed in Christ's 
birth (Lk 1:79; 2:32; Jn 1:4-9), the Transfiguration (Mt 1712) and the Resurrection, a | 

The express image of His person (Gr. hypostasis) expresses the Son's Person as being distinct from the 
Father. The Son is the perfect and eternal “icon” of the Father. Thus, the personal distinction of God as ` 
Trinity is known only through Him (see Jn 14:9). No one knows the Father but through the Son. à 

Having conquered sin and death, the Son sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, a refer- 
ence to the Father, showing Christ's exaltation as Man. SASA, ORE IRUR | 

4 Having become so much better than the angels, with regard to their role in the old covenant, 
'efers to Christ's human nature; not to His divine nature. The name inherited is an open declaration. 

Nat this Man is the Son of God. In Hebrews this name is “Son”; in Php 2:11 it is “Lord. | | 
1:5-14 Much of first-century Judaism believed angels were present at creation and had mediated the 
Ad covenant. By using the rabbinic method of demonstration, Hebrews proves to lovers of Judaism that 


| 


V5 Christic ennari _ They are, in some Judaic thought, only “the sons of God,“ whereas 

ie ar’ of POMEN at Dt 32:43, which Hebrews paraphrases in v. 6, literal ly reads “sons of 
94," not “angels of God,”) While Christ is recognized as God's eternal Son at His Baptism and the Transfig- 
tion, it is His enthronement in heaven that settles the matter (v. ‘A; see Rom | 1:4), Begotten is a reference 
"he Son in His divine, eternal nature. The Nicene Creed states He is begotten, not made, begotten from 
the Father before all time," Today is eternity. There never was a time when God the Son did not exist. 


O= 
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1:1-12 This passage is read on December 24, the Eve of the Nativity of the Lord. 





Him.”t | And Your years will not fail”? 


‘And of the angels He says: |  lL3But to which of the angels has He ever 
said: 
“Who makes His angels spirits | ae 
And His ministers a flame of fire.” “Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your 
8But to the Son He says: footstool”? 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; l4Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
A scepter of righteousness is the forth to minister for those who will inherit 
scepter of Your kingdom." salvation?t 
"You have loved righteousness and’ | a. Beware of Willful Negligence 
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed Therefore we must give the more 
You earnest heed to the things we have 


| heard, lest we drift away.t 2For if the word 
spoken through angels proved steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience 


With the oil of gladness more than Your 
companions.” 


œ Christ Without Beginning, | received a just reward,” how shall we es- 

Creator of All = : | cape if we neglect so great a salvation, 

l0And: | which. at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord, and was confirmed to us by those 

“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the | who heard Him, God also bearing witness 

foundation of the earth, both with signs and wonders, with various 

And the heavens are the work of Your | miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac- 
hands.t ' cording to His own will? 


ll They will perish, but You remain; 


For He has not put the world to come, of 
And they will all grow old like a Pato. LC 





1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 (Septuagint, Dead Sea 





garment; : ; 7 Wea : 
12 Like a cloak You will fold them up, Se St ASUI ee ane ee 
And they will be changed: 


1:13 Psalm 109:1 





1:6 Christ is the firstborn (1) of God, in that He is His one and only eternal Son; (2) of all creation, in 
that He is the image (icon) by which creation was made and toward which creation is to move; and 
(3) of man, in that Christ incarnate is the model for man’s creation and the goal of man’s existence. The 
angels .., worship Him because He is God. , 

1:8 Ps 44 (quoted in 1:8, 9) celebrates a royal enthronement and wedding. The groom is a king who has 
conquered for righteousness and is called “god” (Elohim), though the king is distinct from God. This 
celebration is fulfilled with the messianic enthronement and wedding in the Kingdom of God. The OT 
gives the title “god” to Moses, Samuel, descendants of David, and angels, but it is primarily the Messiah 
who embodies this title. Here, God the Father calls the Son "God." 
1:10-12 In this quotation from Ps 101:26-28, God the Father (v. 9) is addressing Another as “Lord,” 
that is, as God. 
1:14 The role of angels is to minister for those who will inherit salvation. During the NT era, many 
Jews believed angels mediated the old covenant. Certainly they served the Angel of the Lord, the Son 
of God, In the new covenant, they serve Him in His humanity. Instead of ruling over man, angels are 
partners in service with us, our guardian angels. 
2:1-4 An admonition against willful negligence and carelessness by a slow process, a drift (v. 1), of at- 
trition. If (v. 2) and how (v. 3) suggest a conditional statement or question. If Israel was expected to 
obey the words of created angels or suffer punishment, how much more must we heed what God Incar- 
nate has said through His apostles—especially when the word has been confirmed (v. 3) by many mira- 
cles (v. 4) of the Spirit, proof that the Kingdom has come upon us? When we ask in the liturgy for “par- 
don and remission of our sins and transgressions” and a “good defense before the dread judgment seat 
of Christ,” we affirm there is a just reward (v. 2) or retribution, a very real judgment. 
— [1] = - 
2:2-10 This passage is read on November 8, the Synaxis of Michael and All Angels. 








a ta T eh 












which thot : 
‘put one testified in a certain place, saying: 
«What is man that You are mindful of 
him, 
Or the son of man that You take care of 
him?t 
1You have made him a little lower than 
the angels; 
You have crowned him with glory and 
honor? 
And set him over the works of Your 
hands. 
sYou have put all things in subjection 
under his feet.” 


For in that He put all in subjection under 
him, He left nothing that is not put under 
him. But now we do not yet see all things 


| put under him. But we see Jesus, who was 
| made a little lower than the angels, for the 


honor, that He, by the grace of God, might 


| 2:9 See especially Php 2:5-11. Made 





taste death for everyone.t 


~ Why God Became Man 7> 
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are 
all things and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings.t !!For both He who sanctifies 


sistance 1655 | ee 
we speak, in subjection to angels.t | and those who are being sanctified are all 





HEBREWS 2:16 


a 








of one, for which reason He is not ashamed 
to call them brethren, '4saying: 


“I will declare Your name to My 
brethren; | 
In the midst of the assembly I will sing 
praise to You.” 
i3And again: 
“I will put My trust in Him.”4 


And again: 


“Here am I and the children whom God 
has given Me.” 


Inasmuch then as the children have 
partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 


: ep ere likewise shared in the same, that through 
suffering of death crowned with glory and | | 


death He might destroy him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and re- 
lease those who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.t ‘For 
indeed He does not give aid to angels, but 
He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 


2:7 aNU-Text and M-Text omit the rest of 
verse 7. 2:84Psalm 8:5-7  2:124Psalm 21:23 
2:1322 Samuel 22:3; Isaiah 8:17 »Isaiah 8:18 


$< 
2:5-18 The Jews expected the Messiah to be an earthly, conquering king—a political success story, not a 
failure. They would naturally ask, if Jesus is superior to the angels—indeed, a divine Being, as portrayed 
inch. 1—why did He die, especially in such a degrading way? Hebrews answers that Christ's humiliation 
5 only temporary (v. 9), it is the only means of redeeming mortal man (vv: 14-16), and it reestablishes 
man's God-intended dominion over all creation, including the angels (vv. 5-8). 

2:6-8 Hebrews applies the discussion in Ps 8 about man to Jesus Christ, the perfect man. 


a little lower than the angels refers to the Incarnation, the Son 


becoming Man. Christ's suffering and death have highly exalted Him. The Cross, which should have 
brought shame and reproach, has brought Christ glory and honor. All of this is not something God has 
owed to man; it is by the grace of God, His gift. Taste death means to experience it fully, to know it 
intimately, Christ's death was a real death. He died for everyone, for the whole world, not for the faith- 


ul only, 


210, 11 To make: & perfect through sufferings does not suggest there was imperfection in Christ be- 


ore the cross, Rather He volun 


tarily took'on human nature (all of one nature, v. 11), which can be 


*aved and perfected only by the suffering of death. Christ is the pioneering captain of the narrow path 


© God in His suffering for sin, 


death, descent into hell, Resurrection, and Ascension. In salvation we 


ke on Christ's way of sufferings. Our perfection requires a growth that is manifested in suffering, 
14 in the Incarnation, God did not come in appearance only; He truly assumed flesh and blood from 
1€ Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and became the same as we are so that He could truly enter death and 


ring us salvation. Christ 


‘15 There is a relationship between sin and death: 


destroyed the devil's power by using the devil's strongest weapon—death itself. 
each one leads to the other. Sin causes death, and 


pe fear of death leads one to sin and thus to bondage (Rom 5:12). Christ sets us free from this 


°ndage of sin and death. 








= [1] = 


211-18 This passage is read on March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation to the Theotokos, and on 


“cember 26, the Synaxis of the Theotokos. 


A 
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\7Therefore, in all things He had T abe made 


like His brethren, that He might be a merci- 

ful and faithful High Priest in things per- 

taining to God, to make propitiation for the 

sins of the people.t !8For in that He Himself 

has suffered, being tempted, He is able to 
aid those who are tempted. 

=. Christ Is Faithful in a Superior 

Office == 

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of 

the heavenly calling, consider the 


Apostle and High Priest of our confession, | 


Christ Jesus,t 2who was faithful to Him 


faithful in all His house. For this One has 
been counted worthy of more glory than 
Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house 
has more honor than the house. *For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built 
all things is God. »And Moses-indeed was 
faithful in all His house as a servant, fora 
testimony of those things which would be 
spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over 


His own house, whose house we are if we | 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing | 


of the hope firm to the end.? 
7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: 


“Today, if you will hear His voice,* 
‘Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion, 





In the day of trial in iia wilderness. 
9Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, 
And saw My works forty years. 
10 Therefore I was angry with that 
generation, 
And said, ‘They always go astray in 
their heart, 
And they have not known My ways.’ 
11 Şo I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” 


æ Beware of Faithlessness > 
12Reware, brethren, lest there be in any of 


in evil heart of unbelief in departin 
who appointed Him, as Moses also was | YOU aE. 7 D & 


from the living God;t but exhort one an- 


other daily, while it is called “Today,” lest 


any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin. For we have become par- 
takers of Christ if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence steadfast to the end,t 
t5while it is said: 


“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.”* 


lŝ6For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, 
was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by 


3:6 4NU-Text omits firm to the end. 
3:11 4Psalm:'94:7-11 3:154Psalm 94:7, 8 





2:17, 18 In all things He had to be made like His brethren—Christ was even tempted—for what is not 
assumed is not healed, and what is united to God is saved: The Son is /ike us in His human nature; we 
do not become like Him in His divine nature. Hebrews moves without transition from Christ as sacrifice 
to Christ as High Priest, for He is the Offering and Offerer. He is merciful in behalf of those He serves 


and faithful in His ministry to God. 


3:1 Christians are holy brethren; to be in Christ is a heavenly calling, one that ETAs those in Christ 
from those who have not heeded His call. As Apostle and High Priest, Christ is both God's- representa- 
tive to man and man’s mediator before God. In Him the offices of proppet and priest—of Moses and 


Aaron—are combined. 


3:3-6 The glory of the building goes to the architect rather than to the structure itself. Thus, Moses 

(v. 5) glorifies Christ, and the Church is consecrated to the glory of God, whose house we are (v. 6). 
3:7-11 This reference is to the rebellion of those who left Egypt during the Exodus. Due to their unbe- 
lief, the whole generation (v. 10) was forbidden to enter into Canaan, the promised land, and thus 
could not enter God's rest (v. 11). Rest (Gr. sabbatismos) literally means a Sabbath rest or Sabbath ob- 


servance, 


There are three types of God's rest known to the Jews: (1) the Sabbath rest, the day on which God 
rested from His works (Gn 2:2, 3); (2) the rest from Egyptian bondage, which the Israelites coming out 
of Egypt experienced in Canaan; (3) the’ rest in the kingdom, the ultimate Sabbath rest in heaven es- 
tablished by Messiah. Hebrews uses this OT quote (Ps 94:7-11) concerning Canaan to refer to the rest in 
the Kingdom of heaven. Significantly, we experience this rest now as we ascend to God in worship 


(4:4-11), 


3:12 Those in Christ are not MUNA to turning away FoM God. There is a temporary attractiveness in 
sin, which leads to a hardened heart and ultimately apostasy. We must take constant daily care not to 


be deceived and thus fall away (see Mk 4:5, 6, 16, 17). 


3:14 Union with Christ belongs to those who persevere in theif faith to the end, not to those who stop 


with a one-time profession of faith. 


Anses?t Now with whom was He angry 
y years? Was it not with, those, who 
> corpses fell in the wilder- 





4 he i 


vould not enter His rest, but to those who 
did not obey? So we see that they could 
not enter in because of unbelief. 


-™ Entering God’s Rest = 


Therefore, since a promise remains of | 


entering His rest, let us fear lest any of 
you seem to have come short of it.t 2For in- 
deed the gospel was preached to us as well 
as to them; but the word which they heard 
did not profit them,* not being mixed with 
faith in those who heard it. 3For we who have 
helieved do enter that rest, as He has said: 


“So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest,’ %3 


although the works were finished from the 
foundation of the world: *For He has spo- 


ken ina certain place of the seventh day in 


this way: “And God rested*on the seventh 


day from all His works”;*°and again in this | 


place: “They shall not enter My rest.” 


= Christ’s Rest Is Superior z> 
‘Since therefore it remains that some 
must enter it, and those to: whom it» was 
first preached did not:enter because of dis- 


obedience,t 7again He designates a certain 


day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a 
long time, as it has been said: 


3:16-19 The five questions in this text demonstrate 
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4:54Psalm 94:11 


the consequences of Israel's disobedience and her 


HEBREWS 4:5 
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“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
| Do not harden your hearts.” 


8For if Joshua had given them rest, then 
He would not afterward have spoken of an- 
other day.t 9There remains therefore a rest 
for the people of God.t !°For he who has en- 
tered His rest has himself also ceased from 
his works as God did from His. 


c Work to Enter His Rest => 
llLet us therefore be diligent to enter that 
rest, lest anyone fall according to the same 
example of disobedience.t !2For the word of 
God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 


| the division of soul and spirit; and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the 


thoughts and intents of the heart.t And 
there is no creature hidden from His sight, 
but all things are naked and open to the 
eyes: of Him to whom we must give ac- 
count. ~ ET 1095 
= Our Merciful High Priest -= 
l4Seeing then that we havea great High 
Priest who has passed through the heav- 


“ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 


our confession.t4 5For we do. not have a 





4:2 aNU-Text and M-Text read profit them, since 
they were not united by faith with those who ~ 
heeded it. 4:32Psalm 94:11 4:4 Genesis 2:2 
4:7°Psalm 94:7, 8 





failure to believe God. in the wilderness. Once again, faith (v.19) and works (ve 18) are distinguished 
Dut not separated. As the fundamental component of entering God's rest (v. 18) is faith, so the primary 


use of failing to enter (v. 19) is unbelief. 
4:1 Fear: Keep constant watch. 
4:6 Faith (3:19) and obedience are insepara 
trance to rest. | | 
48 Joshua and Caleb were the only two men 
Dt 1:34-40), They had not participated in the 
Joshua, though, was not t 
à rest still remaining for. us. 
4:9 Rest here is a reference tot 
ngdom of heaven. : 
i Man must labor to enter 
ke 13 The word of God and the sword 
ells us this reference is not to the written 
drd Jesus Christ (see Jn 1:1-18). Nothing | 
ia Passed through the heavens re ene 
hac 9 “at the right hand of the Majesty on hig 
> €ntered into His Sabbath rest. | 





I 
L] 


145:6 Thi 
the he This passage 


. | | [T] ~ | | 
is read on the third Sunday of Great Lent, called 


ble. Lack of one is lack of the other. Lack of either bars en- © 


who left Egypt and entered into Canaan (Nm 14:28-32; 
disobedience of Egypt. The possession of Canaan under 
he promised rest. Otherwise, David would not have spoken centuries later of 


he third type of rest (see note on 3:11), the perfect, final rest of the 


the rest of God, forrest implies prior work, o coc no vo no a 

here are living and powerful. The phrase His sight (v. 13) 
word, Holy Scripture, but to the Word of God Himself, our 

s able to escape the discernment of Christ, the Word of God. 
fers to the Ascension of Christ. Itis seen in the context. of the Son 
(1:3), Christ has accomplished His work on earth and 


the Sunday of the Adoration of 
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High Priest who cannot Sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin.t '6Let 
us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.t 


“a Qualifications for Priesthood: 
Aaron and Melchizedek = 
For every high priest taken from 
among men is appointed for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he may 


offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.t | 
2He can have compassion on those who | 


are ignorant and going astray, since he 
himself is also subject to weakness. 
$3Because of this he is required as for the 


people, so also for himself, to offer sacri- 
fices for sins. 4And no man takes this | 


honor-to himself; ibutiheiwho is calied'by | teachers, you need someone to teach you 


God, just as Aaron was.2 

So also Christ did not glorify Himself to 
become High Priest, but it was He who said 
to Him: 


“You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You.” 


6As He also says in another place: 








| —— 


2 | 5:5aPsalm 2:7 5:6@Psalm 109:4 











“You are a priest forever | 
According to the order of 
Melchizedek”; 


æ. Beware of Immaturity .~ 

‘who, in the days of His flesh, when He had 
offered up prayers and supplications, with 
vehement cries and tears to Him who was 
able to save Him from death, and was 
heard because of His godly fear,t 8though 
He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by 
the things which He suffered.t 9And having 
been perfected, He became the author of 
eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
‘called by God as High Priest “according 
fo the order of Melchizedek,” '!of whom we 
have much to say, and hard to explain, 
since you have become dull of hearing.t 

For though by this time you ought to be 


again the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and you have come to need milk and 
not solid food. !3For everyone who partakes 


| only of milk is unskilled in the word of 
| righteousness, for he is a babe. !4But solid 


food belongs to those who are of full age, 
that is, those who by reason of use have 





4:15 Christ's empathy with sinners rests on His being tempted in every way we are. 

4:16 Christ, enthroned at the right hand of the Father, sits on a throne of grace rather than of judg- 
ment, granting mercy and grace to help in time of need. The normal position for a priest is standing, 
not sitting. There is significant power in our enthroned Priest, for He has accomplished and fulfilled the 


sacrificial offering. 


5:1-4 To qualify as priest in the OT one must (1) be taken from among men (v. 1), i.e., be fully human; 
(2) be appointed for men (v. 1), specifically for liturgical service; (3) offer sacrifices (v. 1); (4) have 

compassion (v. 2); and (5) be called by God (v. 4). In the Aaronic priesthood a priest identified himself 
with humanity and had sympathy for his fellow men because he sinned as other men sinned. The sacri- 


fices were vicarious offerings of animals. 


5:5-11 Christ assumes and fulfills the OT priesthood (see 5:1-4): Like Melchizedek (v. 6; see 7:1-21; 
Gn 14:18-20), Jesus is both Priest and King. He does not sin; His sacrifice is the human sacrifice of Him- 
self, and His perfect priesthood continues in the Church to this day. 

5:7 Cries and tears is likely a reference to our Lord's agonizing prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane 


(Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46). 


5:8, 9 Christ learned obedience in His human will, which continually and freely submitted to the divine 
will. In the agony of injustice and in physical pain He submits to the will of the Father. This perfecting 
of human activity in communion with God shows Christ alone to be the Savior (v. 9). 

3:11—6:20 How can one understand and enter into the message of the Book of Hebrews? By (1) re- 
penting of laziness (5:11; 6:12); (2) exercising one’s spiritual senses, especially in doctrinal matters 
(5:12—6:8); (3) diligently doing good in all things, especially in loving service to others (6:9-12); and 
(4) firmly believing in Christ and the access He provides to God (6:13-20). 

5:11-14 When Christians are not growing spiritually, doctrine is difficult to explain to them. Let us re- 
pent of being dull of hearing (v. 11)—a constant criticism Christ and the prophets had of God's peo- 
ple—and habitually and vigorously exercise ourselves in spiritual matters. The primary spiritual exercise 


is the study and knowledge of the Scriptures JohnChr). 
roel ee a e 








5:4-10 This passage is read on days commemorating hieromartyrs, 





their senses exercised to discern both good 


Therefore, leaving the discussion of the 

- elementary principles of Christ, let us 
go on to perfection, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from dead works 
and of faith toward God, 2of the doctrine of 
paptisms, of laying on of hands, of resur- 
rection of the dead, and of eternal judg- 


ment.t And this we willa do if God permits. . 


4For it is impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become partakers 
of the Holy Spirit,t Sand have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the 
age to comet %if they fall away, to renew 
them again to repentance, since they cru- 
cify again for themselves the Son of God, 
and put Him to an open shame.t 

‘For the earth which drinks in the rain 
that often comes upon it, and bears herbs 
useful for those by whom it is cultivated, re- 
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ceives blessing from God;t ĉbut if it bears 
thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to 
being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 


=. Pursue the Promise with Persistence 7- 


"But, beloved, we are confident of better 
things concerning you, yes, things that ac- 
company Salvation, though we speak in this 
manner, For God is not unjust to forget 
your work and labor of@ love which you have 
Shown toward His name, in that you have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister.t 
And we desire that each one of you show 
the same diligence to the full assurance of 
hope until the end, that you do not become 


| sluggish, but imitate those who through faith 


and patience inherit the promises.t 


=~ God Confirms the Promise 
by an Oath 7- 


l3For when God made a promise to 


| Abraham, because He could swear by no 


6:3 =M-Text reads let us do. 6:64Or and have 
fallen away — 6:10°®NU-Text omits labor of. 


6:1-4 A glimpse at some features of oral apostolic tradition. 
6:1 Perfection is Christian maturity, the result of spiritual growth. Dead works are done without God's 
grace and without faith. Works of the Law are dead to those who know the new covenant. Good works 


are done in faith toward God. 


6:2 Baptisms are all the rites of washing, including those of the OT and of John the Baptist, fulfilled by 
Christ in the sacrament of holy baptism. Laying on of hands has several uses in the NT, such as for heal- 
ing, prophetic commission, ordination, and reception of the Holy Spirit (chrismation). 

6:4-6 This refers to those who have apostatized, that is, those who, after being baptized, have rejected 
Christ and His saving power. Historically, these verses have been used extensively in discussions of repen- 
tance. For example, Tertullian, the Montanists and other ancient schismatics used these verses to argue 
there is no repentance from apostasy. The Church holds that those who apostatize may repent and be 
brought back into the Church after a period of repentance (see Canons VIII, X, and XIV of | Nicea, 
Canon II of St. Gregory of Nyssa, and the Canons of the Council of Ancyra (ao 314). Nevertheless, such 
“second conversions” are difficult and rare—thus this sober warning. 

6:4 The basic sacraments are crucial to salvation: One is once enlightened in baptism, which is unrepeat- 
able and called the sacrament of illumination (see Eph 5:14). Tasted the heavenly gift (see 1Pt 2:3) may 


their fruit (Mt 3:8-10; 7:16-20; 12:33; 21319): 
‘10 To minister is to serve someone 


Church in Jerusalem (Rom 15:25, 31; 2Co 8:4). 
'12 For examples, see vv. 13-15 and ch. 11. 








refer to the grace of baptism—Chrysostom says this gift is especially the forgiveness of sin experienced 
in baptism—and it most certainly refers to the Eucharist. Become partakers of the Holy Spirit refers to 
the fruit of chrismation, the experience of knowing the Holy Spirit. 

6:5 Besides the sacraments (v. 4), belief and life experience are also essential: tasted the good word of 
God refers to the message of the gospel and the true doctrine of the Church, especially the confession 
of faith. The powers of the age to come are manifold: incorruption and eternal life, the presence of the 
future Kingdom here and now, and also miracles and spiritual gifts (Mt 7:22, 23; 12:28). | 

6:6 Those who revert to Judaism crucify Christ again—they become like those who hung Christ on the 
Cross, who denied His deity and His saving power, They put themselves in a position of needing to be 
aptized again, which is impossible, for baptism is death and the dead cannot be put to death. To deny 
one’s baptism is to mock Christ's death. Such may not be renewed again to repentance. 

6:7, 8 These verses are reminiscent of John the Baptist's and Jesus’ images and parables of trees and 


else's will. It has a liturgical dimension. In part, ministry flows out 
9f liturgical worship (see 2Co 9:12, where “the administration of this service" is more literally translated 


e service of this worship”), Prayer leads to action: 


the supreme NT example is the collection for the 


HEBREWS 6:14 





one greater, He swore DY Himself. tT) Mgay- 


ing, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and 


multiplying I will multiply you.”® 'And so, 
after he had patiently endured, he obtained 
the promise. !6For men indeed swear by the 
greater, and an oath for confirmation is for 
them an end of all dispute. "Thus God, de- 
termining to show more abundantly to the 
heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath, !8that by 
two immutable things, in which it is impos- 
sible for God to lie, we might@ have strong 


consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay | 


hold of the hope set before us.t 

\9This hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which en- 
ters the Presence behind the veil,’ 2°where 
the forerunner has entered for us, even 
Jesus, having become: High Priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek.* 


= Priestly Orders: Levi and 
Melchizedek 7- 

For this Melchizedek; king of Salem, 

priest of the Most High God, who met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of 
the kings and blessed him," to whom also 
Abraham gave a tenth part of ali, first 
being translated “king of righteousness,” 
and then also king of Salem, meaning 
“king of peace,” *without father, without 
mother, without genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but made 
like the Son of God, remains a priest con- 
tinually. 


æ The Rules of the Priestly Orders -> 


4Now consider how great this man was, 
to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 
a tenth of the spoils. “And indeed those 


—_ = 


vrtrorat are wot the sons of Levi, whid receive the 
priesthood, have a commandment to re- 
ceive tithes from the people according to 
the law, that is, from their brethren, though 
they have come from the loins of Abraham; 
6but he whose genealogy is not derived 
from them received tithes from Abraham 
and blessed him who had the promises. 
7Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is 
blessed by the better.“ *Here mortal men 
receive tithes, but there he receives them, 
of whom it is witnessed that he lives. ’Even 
Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes 
through Abraham, so to speak, !°for he was 
still in the loins of his father when 
Melchizedek met him. 

\lTherefore, if perfection were through the 
Levitical priesthood (for under it the people 
received the law), what further need was 
there that another priest should rise accord- 
ing to the order of Melchizedek, and not be 

called according to the order of Aaron?t 
2For the priesthood being changed, of ne- 
_cessity there is also a change of the law. 


| 3For He of whom these things are spoken 
` belongs to another tribe, from which no man 
has officiated at the altar. 


“Kor it is evident that our Lord arose 
from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke 
nothing concerning priesthood. And it is 
yet far more evident if, in the likeness of 


Melchizedek, there arises another priest 


l6who has come, not according to the law of 
a fleshly commandment, but according to 
the power of an endless life. {For He testi- 
fies:4 

6:14@Genesis 22:17. 6:184M-Text omits might. 


7:144NU-Text reads priests. 7:17°®#NU-Text 
reads it is testified. 


6:13-15 The promise made to Abraham was a son, an heir through whom God would greatly multiply 


(v. 14) him. 


6:18 The two immutable things are God's promise and God’ s oath (v. 17). 

6:19 Behind the veil (see the note on 9:1-5) is heaven. 

6:20 Melchizedek: The author picks up the argument from 5:10. | | 

7:1-10 Persecuted Christians are encouraged not to apostatize to Judaism because the founding father 
of Christ’s priesthood, Melchizedek, is superior to the OT priesthood of Levi. 

Note the importance of the tithe: The desire to enter into the ministrations of a priesthood is fulfilled 
when such a liturgical offering is made, Throughout the OT, Israelites showed their continuing desire 
for God's priesthood by continuing to give a tenth of all they received. 

7:11-28 Not only is the founder of the new covenant priesthood superior to that of the old covenant, 
the rules of the new covenant’s priestly order are also superior. Priesthood is so intertwined with a 
covenant that if the priesthood ba cnangedi so is the covenant iW. 11-15). 





~ {1 )~- 





6:13-20 This passage |s read on dave commemorating prophet, 
7:7-17 This passage is read on February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. — 
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sips] H-E- PRIESTHOOD sece 
EARTHY AND ETERNAL 


pncile people to God. 


f } A major theme of the Book of Hebrews is the contrast between the earthly, or Levitical, 
BG priesthood and the eternal priesthood of Melchizedek, which is fulfilled in Christ. 
‘the Levitical priesthood, established by Aaron of the tribe of Levi, is limited simply 
v because those who fill it are ordinary human beings. The Levitical priests carry out 
~ God’s instructions and assist the people in their worship, but they cannot ultimately rec- 


I 


The mysterious figure of Melchizedek, on the other hand, répresents an entirely different 
kind of priesthood. Melchizedek appears in Genesis 14:18-20, long before the establishment 
of the Levitical priesthood. He is given no genealogy, and nothing is said of his death. He re- 
-eives tithes from Abraham, implying he is superior to Abraham in rank—and by extension, 
superior to Abraham’s descendants, the Levites. Melchizedek is not only a priest but a king as 
well. In this dual office he is able to reconcile the justice of God (the business of a king) with 
His mercy (the business of a priest). His name means “King of Righteousness,” and his title 
“King of Salem” means “King of Peace.” He maybe a theophany—a preincarnate appearance 


of Christ: at the very least he is a type of Chnist, as the author o 


f Hebrews explains in detail. 


There are several specific points of contrast between the Levitical priesthood and the 


priesthood of Melchizedek, which is fulfilled in Christ. 


¥ THE PRIESTHOOD OF LEVI * 

| Genealogical requirement: The Leviti: 
cal priesthood is limited to one tribe. It 
cannot transform mortal and corrupt 
humanity because it consists of mere men. 

2 Ordination: The power given at ordi- 
nation is incomplete. The Levitical | 
priesthood is weak, its sacrifices have to. be 
repeated, and it cannot perfect the 
worshipers. It cannot reconcile people to- 
God nor give them the inner power to obey. 
The ordination is without direct confirma: 
tion from God. 

3, Term of office: The Levitical priest- 
hood is temporary. Since it 1s composed of 
mortal men, it requires many members. 

4 Moral and spiritual requirements: 
These must be less than perfection, for the: 
Levitical priests are all created beings subject 
LO sin, 


‘He is the Son of God. E H 


» THE PRIESTHOOD OF 
MELCHIZEDEK * 
As Melchizedek was without earthly ge- 
néalogy, so is Christ by virtue of His virgin 
birth. He is God incarnate, immortal and 
sinless, and therefore His priesthood is able 


to transform humanity. 


The power given at ordination is strong 
and effective. The power of Christ’s pnest- 
hood is perfect and draws us near to God. ~ 
His sacrifice is offered once for all. The Fa- 


ther Himself ordains the Son. 


» Since Christ is immortal, the priesthood 
of Melchizedek needs only one, eternal 
priests nsii tesira dui | 

The requirement of perfect holi- 
ness is met in Christ, the only sinless 
One. He is more than mere man—> i 








HEBREWS 7:18 | 

“You are a priest forever 

According to the order of 
Melchizedek.”» 


I8For on the one hand there is an an- 
nulling of the former commandment be- 


cause of its weakness and unprofitable- 
ness, !°for the law made nothing perfect; on 
the other hand, there is the bringing in of a 
better hope, through which we draw near 
to God. 

20And inasmuch as He was not made 
priest without an oath 2!(for they have be- 
come priests without an oath, but He with 
an oath by Him who said to Him: 


“The LORD has sworn 

And will not relent, 

‘You are a priest forever 

According to the order of 
Melchizedek’”),» 


22by SO much more Jesus has become a 
Surety of a better covenant. 






AD, The Old Worship, an Earthly 





—— ee 





Shadow > 


Now this is the main point of the things 
we are saying: We have such a High 
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,*t 
2a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true 
tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not 
man. 
3For every high priest is appointed to 
offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it 
is necessary that this One also have some- 
thing to offer. For if He were on earth, He 


would not be a priest, since there are 
priests who offer the gifts according to the 


law; "who serve the copy and shadow of the 


heavenly things, as Moses was divinely in- 


structed when he was about to make the 
tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make 
aii things according to the pattern shown 
you on the mountain.”? "But now He has 
obtained a more excellent ministry, inas- 
much as He is also Mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established on better 


23Also there were many priests, because | promises." 


they were prevented by death from contin- | 


uing. “But He, because He continues for- 
ever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 
4STherefore He is also able to save to the ut- 
termost those who come to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make inter- 
cession for them. 

“For such a High Priest was fitting for 
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa- 
rate from sinners, and has become higher 
than the heavens;4 27who does not need 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sac- 
rifices, first for His own sins and then for 
the people’s, for this He did once for all 
when He offered up Himself. 28For the law 
appoints as high priests men who have 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which 
came after the law, appoints the Son who 
has been perfected forever. 


= The Old Covenant Pleads for a 
New One = 

1For if that first covenant had been fault- 
less, then no place would have been sought 
for a second. §Because finding fault with 
them, He says: “Behold, the days are com- 
ing, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah— ‘not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; be- 
cause they did not continue in My 
covenant, and I disregarded them, says 
the LORD. '!°For this is the covenant that I 





7:17 Psalm 109:4 7:21 8NU-Text ends the quo- 
tation here. "Psalm 109:4 8:5 Exodus 25:40 


8:1 Majesty is a biblical name for God the Father. A high priest sitting on the right hand of majesty 
would have to be both human and divine. Seated: No one but an equal sits in the presence of a king— 


much less in the presence of God. 


8:6-13 Christ's covenant solves the problems that Moses’ could not, Both covenants come from God's 
grace and require man’s willed response. However, Moses’ covenant (1) is external to man and cannot 


solve the root of man’s problem, 


. sin and death; (2) cannot reunite and reintegrate man’s soul: (3) is 
learned by teaching; (4) is heeded with fearful compliance; and (5) ? 7 


gives imperfect forgiveness. Christ's 


covenant (1) is internal—it heals our nature; (2) unifies the inner man—heart and mind are joined in 


union with God; (3) is therefore grasped intuitively; (4) is heeded with willing cooperation (synergy); 
and (5) gives perfect forgiveness, even of those sins the old covenant was powerless to deal with. 

$ -= - is 
7:26—8:2 This passage is read on days commemorating a hierarch. 
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will make with t 

nose days, Says the Lorb: I will put My 
jaws in their mind and write them on their 
nearts; and I will be their God, and they 
nall be My people. ''None of them shall 
ach his neighbor, and none his brother, 
saying, Know the Lorb,’for all Shall know 
ve, from the least of them to the great- 





e house of Israel after 


est of them. “For I will be merciful to’ 


their unrighteousness, and their sins and 


their lawless deeds* I will remember no 


more. bh 


jn that He says, “A new covenant,” He | 


has made the first obsolete. Now what is 


becoming obsolete and growing old is 


| ready to vanish away. 


~ The Earthly Sanctuary and Liturgy .= 


the earthly sanctuary.'@ 2For a tabernacle 


the lampstand, the table, and the show- 
bread, which is calied. the sanctuary;t and 
behind the second veil, the part of the tab- 
eracle which is called the Holiest of All, 
‘which had the golden censer and the ark 


Bese IE 





HEBREWS 3:10 





of the covenant overlaid on all sides with 


gold, in which were the golden pot that had 
the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and 
the tablets of the covenant;t 5and above it 
were the cherubim of glory overshadowing 
the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot 
now speak in detail.t 

6Now when these things had been thus 
prepared, the priests always went into the 
first part of the tabernacle, performing the 
services.t 7But into the second part the high 
priest went alone once a year, not without 
blood, which he offered for himself and for 
the people’s sins committed in ignorance; 
8the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the 
way into the Holiest of All was not yet 
made manifest while the first tabernacle 
was still standing. 9It was symbolic for the 


Y Then indeed, even the first covenant | present time in which both gifts and sacri- 


had ordinances of divine service and | 


fices are offered which cannot make him 
who performed the service perfect in re- 


| ) an ioco, 
was prepared: the first part, in which was | gard to the conscience— "concerned only 


with foods and drinks, various washings, 
and fleshly ordinances imposed until the 
time of reformation. 


8:12 8=NU-Text omits and their lawless deeds. 
bJeremiah 38:31-34 i 





9:1-7 A description of the Mosaic tabernacle, which prefigures the heavenly altar. This passage is read 
during feasts of the Virgin Mary and Advent to describe the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God. Mary's womb was prepared to be Christ's tabernacle, the very dwelling place of God. 


$2,3 A most important detail in Hebrews is the inner veil, the second veil. It separates the holy place 


\. 2, the sanctuary) from the most holy place-(v. 3, the Holiest of All), which contains the ark of the 
Covenant and into which only the high priest can enter and only once a year. 


| The inner veil forms the locus of the liturgical practice of the old covenant (vv. 6-10) and reveals its 





imperfection. The people could not draw near to God (see especially v. 8). At His death, Christ solved 

this alienation (Mt 27:51). | 

4:4 The ark of the covenant contained the relics, as it were, of Israel: the pot of manna, Aaron's rod, 

and the tablets of the Law. 

#5 God is enthroned upon the cherubim; hence, God's throne in Israel's midst, the mercy seat, has a 

therub on each side (the Orthodox Christian altar is flanked by cherubim). These representations, along 

with the pictures of cherubim on the inner veil (Ex 26:31) and the beauty and detailed workmanship of 

"verything made for the tabernacle, serve as the icons of the OT. This, and numerous other passages, 

held put to rest the fear that the Second Commandment (Ex 20:4-6) prohibits all imagery. God cannot 

£ represented because divine nature is unknowable and hence cannot be depicted, However, when 

i Son becomes Man, the human nature of God the Son ril nf and is, age i sm 

10 While nri } holy place daily, only the high priest could enter the most holy place 

and ~ pai ea enter ee i iy PE (Yom Kippur). He entered with the animal blood of the 

‘lonement sacrifice. which was offered first for his own sins and then for the sins of the people. This 

nual sacrifice reveals the imperfect, temporary status of the old covenant, for (1) only one man can 

Enter God's presence; (2) that man cannot enter continually; (3) he must enter occasionally to repeat 
Sacrifice for sins, a sacrifice good only for a limited time; (4) this sacrifice deals entirely with materi- 

als from this ana which are imperfect and impermanent—it cannot begin a participation in the age to 

ue (v. 10, ne ‘me of reformation); (5) it deals mainly with the outer man—it is superficial and can- 
Purify man’s heart and mind, let alone restore fallen human nature, 

- »= [1] i 
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tm "is passage is read on November 21, the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the 
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œ. The Heavenly Sanctuary 
and Liturgy 7- 
UBut Christ came as High Priest of the 
good things to come,’ with the greater and | 
more perfect tabernacle not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation.t '2Not 
with the blood of goats and calves, but with 
His own blood He entered the Most Holy | 
Place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. !°For if the blood of bulls and 
goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of | 
the flesh, how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit of- 
fered Himself without spot to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve | 
the living God?t 


œ The New Covenant: 

The Blood of Christ -7 
S5And for this reason He is the Mediator | 
of the new covenant, by means of death, for 
the redemption of the transgressions under 
the first covenant, that those who are called 
may receive the promise of the eternal in- | 
heritance.t | 
l6For where there is a testament, there | 
must also of necessity be the death of the 
testator. "For a testament is in force after 
men are dead, since it has no power at. all | 

while the testator lives. !8Therefore not 

even the first covenant was dedicated with- 
out blood. !9For when Moses had spoken 











9:11-14 Christ, in contrast to the OT high priest (see note on 9:6-10), is high priest of the new 


1664 a 








every precept to all the people according to 
the law, he took the blood of calves and 
goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, 
and sprinkled both the book itself and all 
the people, 2°saying, “This is the blood of 
the covenant which God has commanded 
you.”* Then likewise he sprinkled with 
blood both the tabernacle and all the ves- 
sels of the ministry.t 22And according to the 
law almost all things are purified with 
blood, and without shedding of blood there 
is no remission. 


<=. The New Worship Is Heavenly — 
Reality 7 

23Therefore it was necessary that the 
copies of the things in the heavens should 
be purified with these, but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these.t 24For Christ has not entered the 
holy places made with hands, which are 
copies of the true, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for 
us; 2°not that He should offer Himself often, 
as the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood of another— 
26He then would have had to suffer often 
since the foundation of the world; but now, 
once at the end of the ages, He has ap- 


peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 


9:11 #*NU-Text reads that have come. ; 
9:20 "Exodus 24:8 


covenant. He enters the heavenly sanctuary once for all (v. 12)—Christ’s one sacrifice covers all sins by 
all people for all time—with the blood of Christ (v. 14), His own human blood, which heals our corrupt 
humanity (v. 13, the flesh), restores us to our proper relationship to God, pure (v. 14, cleanse your con- 


science) and holy, and draws us near to God in | 


iturgical worship (v: 14, serve the living God). Dead - 


works (see 6:1) are human activity in and of this age, participating in mortality and corruption (and 
normally even in sin). Liturgically, dead works are the actions of old covenant worship, 


9:14 Eternal Spirit: Proof the Holy Spirit is fully God. 


9:15-23 Hebrews contrasts the Day of Atonement (once every year for forgiveness) with the covenant 


ceremony (once at the beginning to establish the covenant). In Christ’ 
fects what all the sacrifices of the old covenant did not. He even cove 
old covenant, that they might enter God's presence as they had been 


s one sacrificial offering, He ef- 


rs those saints departed under the 
promised. | | 


The Greek word diatheke means both covenant (vv. 15, 18-20) and last will and testament 


(vv. 16, 17). As with a testament, a death (vv. 16, 17) 
death to sinning; 
tion of our natur 
cated things into the covenantal 
offered to God, who 
9:21-23 Why was the earth! 
cleansed, being of this mort 
sanctuary, of course, never was unclean, but it d 
9:23-28 Hebrews moves back to the sacrifi 
sprinkled here brings the life of the coven 
The final reconciliation, the eternal one, 
heaven. 


is required to initiate its conditions. This death is a 


the new condition initiated by the testament is that of the resurrection, the reforma- 
e. As with a covenant, sprinkling with blood 


(v. 21) is necessary to consecrate all dedi- 


CON reality. The locus of life is blood (Lv 17:11), So blood, our mortal life, is 
is life, and establishes us in a new relationship with Him (vv. 19-21). 

y sanctuary sprinkled with consecrated blood? Because it had to be 
al and corrupt realm, and it needed to be consecrated to God. 
id need worship to be inaugurated there. 
cial act of the Day of Atonement (from w. 11-14). The blood 
antal people into God's presence: it reconciles God and man. 
is the presentation of Christ's sacrificial blood (12:24) to God in 


The heavenly 


 tinually year by year, make those who ap- 


have ceased to be offered? For the wor- 


_ sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every 


| 
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Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, 


le henitice requires a body .. 
) 








pimself. “’And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the judgment, 2850 
christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him | 
He will appear a second time, apart from 
sin, for Salvation. 





« The New Worship Accomplishes 
God’s Will oe 
For the law, having a shadow of the 
good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with 
these same Sacrifices, which they offer con- 


proach perfect.t *For then would they not 


shipers, once purified, would have had no 
more consciousness of sins.t 3But in those 


year. ‘For it is not possible that the blood of 

bulls and goats could take away sins. 
Therefore, when He came into. the 

world, He said: | 


“Sacrifice and offering You did not 
desire, 
But a body You have prepared for Me. 
‘In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
You had no pleasure. tart 
'Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 
In the volume of.the book it is written 
of Me— 
Io do Your will, O God.””4 


unt offerings, and offerings for sin You 
did not desire, nor had pleasure in them” 
Which are offered according to the law),t 





OGS ae 
"then He said, “Behold, I have 








10:1 Worship in shadow has no power because it has no substance of its own and does not participate 


3 REWS 10:22 


come to do 
Your will, O God.”* He takes away the first 
that He may establish the second. By that 
will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 


“a. The New Worship Gives Boldness s- 
'lAnd every priest stands ministering 


daily and offering repeatedly the same sac- 
rifices, which can never take away sins.t 


But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the 


right hand of God, !ŝfrom that time waiting 
till His enemies are made His footstool. 
l4For by one offering He has perfected for- 
ever those who are being sanctified.t 

'SBut the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; 
for after He had said before, 

l6“This is the covenant that I will make 
with them after those days, says the LORD: 
I will put My laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds I will write them,”2 "then He 


| adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I 
will remember no more.”? \8Now where 


there: is remission of these, there is' no 
longer an offering for sin. 
=. Continue to Enter and Draw Near -=> 


'9Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 2°by 


| a new and living way which-He conse- 


crated for us, through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, tand having a High Priest over the 


house of God, “let us draw near with a true 





10:7 "Psalm 39:7-9- 10:9 4NU-Text and M-Text 
omit O God. 10:162Jeremiah 38:33 
10:17 “Jeremiah 38:34 | 





rectly in the spiritual reality. Orthodox worship, however, is the very image (Gr. eikon—from which 
‘leon’ is derived) of the things. It is united with eternal realities and participates in the Kingdom to 


| Mme. It does so by participating in the voluntary Passion and exaltation of the incarnate Son (v. 10), — 


"€ only release from our mortal and corrupt existence. i ) 


tive 
“Mer (v; 7). 


0:8-10 A common prophetic theme throughout 


10:2-7 Altho, ifices prefiqured Christ's sacrifice, they were powerless in themselves. An effec- 
hough OT sacrifices p HE red (v. 5), a righteous human being who voluntarily obeys the 


the OT (see 1Kg 15:22; Ps 50:8-15; Is 1:10-17; 


ley 7:24 | ais i yosition to liturgical, sacramental worship, but a statement of pri- 
41-26; ‘6). This is notin opposition to Hiturgical, | | ' | =n 

rity: init AAAA praise. Sacrifice pleasing to God requires voluntary human sacrifice, not 

"€ slaughter of dumb animals. The primary instance of this is Christ, who did God's will in a liturgical, 


ine g cntaliact (v.10). 
argi 12 A pries nds; a king sits. 
sacrifi priest sta g 

j 'edly does certain things, but she does not 
Reta | 

"3 Complete, sanctification is perfect. 


eae E rfect sacrifice (v. 12) 
"S Christ offers His one pe repeat Christ's sacrifices; she participates in Christ's once- 


i 


Christ is both, OT priests stand daily and vainly repeat ineffectual: 


and sits. His work: is completed. The Church re-. 


14-18 The completeness of Christ’s sacrifice establishes the prophesied new covenant: Sacrifice for 


HEBREWS 10:23 Be paia ~ 


reproaches and tribulations, and partly 
while you became companions of those 
who were so treated; “for you had compas- 
sion on meê in my chains, and joyfully ac- 
cepted the plundering of your goods, know- 
ing that you have a better and an enduring 
“possession for yourselves in heaven.’ 
works,t “not forsaking the assembling of | Therefore do not cast away your confi- 
ourselves together, as is the manner of | dence, which has great reward. For you 
some, but exhorting one another, and so | have need of endurance, so that after you 
much the more as you see the Day ap- | have done the will of God, you may receive 
proaching.t the promise: 





heart in full assurance of faith, having our | 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water.t 
BLet us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for He who prom- - 
ised is faithful. 24And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good 


æ The Danger of Apostasy > 

“For if we sin willfully after we have re- | 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins,t 27but a 
certain fearful expectation of judgment. 
and fiery indignation which will devour 

the adversaries. 28Anyone who has re- | 
jected Moses’ law dies without mercy on 
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 

Of how much worse punishment, do you | 

suppose, will he be thought worthy who 

| 


37 “For yet a little while, 
And He who is coming will come and 
will not tarry. 
38 Now the? just shall live by faith; 
But if anyone draws back, 
My soul has no pleasure in him.” 





But we are not of those who draw back to 
perdition, but of those who believe to the 
Saving of the soul. 


has trampled the Son of God underfoot, “=, Faith’s Hope 7- 

counted the blood of the covenant by | | Now faith is the substance of things 
which he was sanctified a common thing. hoped for, the evidence of things not 
and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we | seen.t 2For by it the elders obtained a good 
know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I testimony. 

will repay,”* says the Lord.» And again. 3By faith we understand that the worlds 
“The Lorb will judge His people.”¢ 3\\t is a | were framed by the word of God, so that 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the | the things which are seen were not made of 
living God. things which are visible. 





. Continue to Persevere -7 10:30 ‘Deuteronomy 32:35 >NU-Text omits says 
32But recall the former days in which, | the Lord. ‘Deuteronomy 32:36 10:344NU-Text 


after you were illuminated, you endured a OTE AR ARE otme h my chains 
great struggle with sufferings:t partly | which 10:38 :NU-Text reado Moua one 


while you were made a spectacle both by | tHabakkuk 2:3, 4 


10:22 Full assurance of faith; With no doubts or second thoughts. Sprinkled . . . washed: A reference to 
a single action in the past, to baptism, | 

10:24 Love and good works go hand in hand, as attitude and action. They are almost synonymous. 
10:25 Assembling: The assembly in the OT (Heb. koheleth) is translated ekklesia in Greek, which we 
translate as “church.” God instructs the faithful not to forsake assembling as the church: Corporate 
worship on a daily basis, such as morning prayers or Matins, increases our expectation of the Day, the 
coming of the Kingdom., 

10:26, 27 While many sins are willful, to sin willfully is defiant sin or a deliberate repudiation of God 
(see 5:2; 6:4-6), Christ is the offering for all sin—voluntary and involuntary—which demonstrates God's 
incomparable grace toward us. But if we deliberately and with full knowledge reject the sacrifice of 
Christ—which is all-encompassing and final—then where can we possibly turn to obtain forgiveness? 
10:32 Illuminated: Illumination, or enlightenment, refers to baptism (see 6:4; Rom 6:4; Eph 5:14). 

11:1 This is not so much a definition of faith as it is a description of how faith works, especially during 
hard times. It encourages Jewish Christians discouraged by persecution. Things hoped for and not seen, 
a vision of the future, have encouraged the people of God throughout history: the invisible is often 
more real than the visible. In the past, mighty works of faith were done by those whose faith was un- 
fulfilled. How much more should those persevere who have inherited the promise, knowing God under 
the new covenant (vv. 39, 40)? 


eS Š 


i -i 
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« Faith from Creation to the Flood 7 

ipy faith Abel offered to God a more ex- 
llent sacrifice than Cain, through which 
ne obtained witness that he was righteous, 
god testifying of his gifts; and through it he 
peing dead still speaks. 

spy faith Enoch was taken away so that 
ne did not see death, “and was not found, 
pecause God had taken him’, for before he 
was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. °But without faith it is impos- 








| sible to please Him, for he who comes to 


— a 


God must believe that He is, and that He is 
a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of 


_ things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 


prepared an ark for the saving of his 


| household, by which he condemned the 


world and became heir of the righ- 


teousness which is according to faith. 


-. Faith from Abraham to Joseph -=> 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to the place which he would 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going.t 9By 


faith he dwelt in the land of promise as ina | 
foreign country, dwelling in tents with | 


lsaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise;~ !°for he waited for the city 
Which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. 

'By faith Sarah herself also received 


strength to conceive seed, and she bore a- 


child: when she was past the age, because 
she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
therefore from one man, and him as good 


48 dead, were born as many as the stars of | 


the sky in multitude—innumerable as the 
‘and which is by the seashore. 

“These all died in faith, not having re- 
“tlved the promises, but having seen them 
‘lar off were assured of them,’ embraced 
tem and confessed that they were 
‘rangers and pilgrims on the earth. !4For 


11:8-12 Faith is simple, but ( | 
‘nturesome action (v. 8); obedience (v. 
; Moves from the impermanence and 

uenee and solace of the city 

we Jacob prefigured the whe 
~ “he blessed Joseph's sons with his hands 
ei Atos panes 

i i i 

nt 10, 17-23, 32-40 This passage !5 re 
y Fathers, 





tt mes many-splendored in our lives. For Abraham and Sarah it became 
eis 8); patience (vv. 9, 10); trust (v. 11); and confidence (v. 11), 
discomfort of living in tents made by man (v. 9) to the per- 
built by God (v, 10). a 
Cross when he venerated the top of the 
oa crossed (Gn 48:14). 





that they seek a homeland. And truly if 


they had called to mind that country from 


which they had come out, they would have 
had opportunity to return. !6But now they 
desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them. 

WBy faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten 
son, '8of whom it was said, “Jn Isaac your 
seed shall be called,” '\%concluding that 
God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead, from which he also received him in a 
figurative sense. 

40By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau 
concerning things to come. 

21By faith Jacob, when he was dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 


| worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.t 


22By faith Joseph, when he was dying, 
made mention of the departure of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and gave instructions con- 
cerning his bones. 


=. Faith from Moses to Joshua -=> 


23By faith Moses, when he was born, was 
hidden three months by his parents, be- 
cause they saw he was a beautiful child; 
and they were not afraid of the king’s com- 
mand. 

“By faith Moses, when he became of age, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter,“ 2°choosing rather to suffer af- 
fliction with the people of God than to 
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, fes- 
teeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures inè Egypt; for he 


looked to the reward. 


27By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing 


11:5°Genesis 5:24 11:11 8NU-Text omits she 
bore achild, 11:13 @NU-Text and M-Text omit 
were assured of them. 11:18 Genesis 21:12 
11:26 ®NU-Text and M-Text read of. 





staff of Joseph (Gn 47:31) and 





{À 


ad on the Sunday before Christmas, called the Sunday of the 


11:24.26 This passage is read on the first Sunday of Great Lent, called the Sunday of Orthodoxy. 


HEBREWS 11:28 








the wrath of the king; for he endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible. 28By faith he 
kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 


blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn | 


should touch them. 

2IBy faith they passed through the Red 
Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, 
attempting to do so, were drowned. 

S0By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were encircled for seven days. 
‘By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish 
with those who did not believe, when she 
had received the spies with peace. 


=~ Faith of Other Israelites «= 


832 And what more shall I say? For the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak 
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David 
and Samuel and the prophets: *who 
through faith subdued kingdoms. worked 


righteousness, obtained promises, stopped | 
| the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let 


the mouths of lions,“ *4quenched the vio- 


lence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, | 
out of weakness were made strong, became | ea aa 
| and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
| that was set before Him endured the cross, 


valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens. 2°Women received their dead 
raised to life again. 

Others were tortured, not accepting de- 
liverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. 26Still others had trial of 


"nR 


OS 





and imprisonment. ’’/They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword. They wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented—t *8of whom the world 
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, in dens and caves of the 
earth.! : 
w. Faith’s Perfection = 

39And all these, having obtained a good 
testimony through faith, did not receive the 
promise, God having provided something 
better for us, that they should not be made 
perfect apart from us.t 


s Look to Jesus =- 
| ) Therefore we also, since we are sur- 
rounded by so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses; let us lay aside every weight, and 


us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us,’ 2looking unto Jesus, the author 


despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.t 





11:37 ®NU-Text omits were tempted. 


d l 5 T LAT 
11:37 Sawn in two: Some traditions say that Isaiah was killed in this manner by Manasseh. (See the 
pseudepigraphal Martyrdom of Isaiah; see also 2Ch 24:20-22; Jer 33:20-23; 2Mc 6:18-31; Mt 23:29-36.) 


11:38 Caves: See 2Mc 6:11; 10:6. 


11:40 See 9:15. Christ's Incarnation and all that He accomplished for us in the flesh redeems the OT 
saints, who by faith participate in His Resurrection and His Kingdom. 

12:1-29 This entire passage (beginning with 10:19) isa progressive discourse imploring us to seek God's 
Kingdom first. Under the new covenant, we can ascend to this heavenly place in worship and-in prayer. 
Christians experience this heavenly dimension fundamentally in the Divine Liturgy, We ascend to that 
place where we are surrounded by a great. , . cloud of witnesses (v. 1) This is not a physical place 

(v. 18) but a spiritual place, Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem (v. 22), 
inhabited by God, the angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect (v. 23), Here, communion of the 


saints is established in the NT. 


In 9:1 1, 12 we saw Christ come to the greater and more perfect tabernacle, obtaining eternal 
redemption for us. In 12:22 this tabernacle is that same spiritual place, showing that we enter the holy 
place with Christ by virtue of our union with Him (10:19, 20). This is done fundamentally in corporate 


worship (10:25), by faith (11:1-3) 


, and in order to show gratitude to God (12:28, 29). The content of this 


worship includes remembering the departed righteous (11:4-40; see also Ps 111:1-6; Pr 10:8). 
12:1 The cloud of witnesses includes not only the OT saints mentioned in ch. 11, but also the saints and 
martyrs of the Lord in all ages. If they made it, so can we. We persevere by getting rid of sin, the weight 


which keeps us from heeding the truth; setting as our destination the heavenly city, 
faith; and keeping our attention focused on Jesus Christ our Lord and King (12:2) 


running the race of 
. This race is not a sprint 


but a marathon of endurance; it does not end until we fully enter the age to come (see 1Co 9:24-27). 
12:2, 3 Christ is both the author, that is, the initiator, and the finisher, that is, the perfecter of faith. His 


joy was to do God's will. He endured the cross in that 
We are to imitate His determination and perseverance 


11:33—12:2 This passage is read on December 17, the Feast of the 
Procession of the Cross; and on the first Sunday after Pentecost, call 


He voluntarily accepted humiliation and death. 


—— i 


Prophet Daniel; on August 1, the 
ed the Sunday of All Saints. 








_« Do Not Despise God’s Chastening ~ 

sor consider Him who endured such 
postility from sinners against Himself, lest 
you become weary and discouraged in your 
souls. “You have not yet resisted to blood- 
shed, striving against sin.t 5And you have 
forgotten the exhortation which speaks to 
you as to sons: 


“My son, do not despise the chastening 
of the LORD, 

Nor be discouraged when you are 
rebuked by Him; 

ŝFor whom the LORD loves He chastens, 

And scourges every son whom He 
receives.” 


— 


f# you endure chastening, God deals 
with you as with sons; for what son is 
there whom a father does not chasten? 
‘But if you are without chastening, of 
which all have become partakers, then 
you are illegitimate and not sons. Fur- 
thermore, we have had human fathers 
who corrected us; and we paid them re- 
spect. Shall we not much more readily be 
in subjection to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10For they indeed for a few days chas- 
tened us as seemed best to them, but He 
for our profit, that we may be partakers of 
His holiness. !'Now no chastening seems 
to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
Nevertheless, afterward it yields the 
Deaceable fruit of righteousness to those 


Nee E E 


who have been trained by it. 


ee = a ee 


Old 


“Therefore strengthen the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees, Hand 


et O69 


make straight paths for your feet, so that 


HEBREWS 12:21 


what is lame may not be dislocated, but 


rather be healed,t 


'4Pursue peace with all people, and holi- 


| ness, without which no one will see the 


Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall 
short of the grace of God; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up cause trouble, and 
by this many become defiled; !®lest there be 
any fornicator or profane person like Esau, 
who for one morsel of food sold his 
birthright. For you know that afterward, 
when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he 
was rejected, for he found no place for re- 
pentance, though he sought it diligently 
with tears. SAN) l 


s The Heavenly. Jerusalem LP 


I8For you have not come to the mountain 
that? may be touched and that burned with 
fire; and to blackness and darkness® and 
tempest,t "and the sound of a trumpet and 
the voice of words, so that those who heard 
it begged that the word should not be spo- 
ken to them anymore. 2°(For they could not 
endure what was commanded: “And if so 
much as a beast touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned? or shot with an arrow.” 
21And so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, “I am exceedingly afraid and 
trembling.”*) 





12:6 Proverbs 3:11, 12 12:78NU-Text and 
M-Text read It is for discipline that you endure; 
God.,,. 12:18#NU-Text reads to that which. 
bNU-Text reads gloom. 12:20®NU-Text and 
M-Text omit the rest of this verse. "Exodus 
19:12; 13 » 12:21 "Deuteronomy 9:19 | 


12:4-11 Unpleasant circumstances, which tem 


(V, 5). ov sre bu human fathers broug : 
ae ae oing ha al g fithe Father of spirits (v. 9), our Creator, whose breath gives us life 


Ng of respect is the discipline o 
(Gn 1:26; 2:7)? | 
12:13 Straight paths is a theme found 
Mt 7:13 44, 


12:14-17 
fefy i 


G en he changed his mind, his father Isé 
N 27:30-40); Thus, our two clear choices 

‘18-24 The mountain (v. 18) of the new covenan 

Ex jo enant, Mt. Sinai. Sinai is rememb 

aa ou e ae wee 

| u, OU 5 

Srae| could hos fully ates into God's holiness. 


29-26). It was a place O 
a a not ive permanently. Israel met God, and God spoke, but 


pt us to complain, may be the chastening of the Loro 


ht us to respect them, how much more deserv- 


throughout both the OT and the NT. See especially Is 40:3; 


ered as the place where God first called Israel to meet Him 


HEBREWS 12:22, eee SO 


Let brotherly love continue.t 2Do 
l J not forget to entertain strangers, for 
by so doing some have unwittingly enter- 
tained angels. 2Remember the prisoners as 
if chained with them—those who are mis- 
treated—since you yourselves are in the 
body also. 

4Marriage is honorable among all, and 
the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adul- 
-terers God will judge. 

“Let your conduct be without covetous- 
ness; be content with such things as you 
have. For He Himself has said, “J will never 
leave you nor forsake you.”4 650 we may 
boldly say: 











22But you have come to Mount Zion and | 
to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of 
angels,t 3to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered 
in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 24to Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling that speaks better 
things than that of Abel. 

“See that you do not refuse Him who 
speaks. For if they did not escape who re- 
fused Him who spoke on earth, much more 
shall we not escape if we turn away from 
Him who speaks from heaven,t 26whose 
voice then shook the earth; but now He has 
promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake | 
not only the earth, but also heaver.”>t 






“The LORD is my helper: 


“Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the will not fear. a 
removal of those things that are being | What can man do to me: 
shaken, as of things that are made. that the < Remember Those Who Rule 
things which cannot be shaken may re- Over You m- 


main. ‘Remember those who rule over you, 


~. The Purity of Christian Community = | whe have spoken the word of God to you, 
8Therefore, since we are receiving 2 | Whose faith follow, considering the out- 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us $$$ 
have grace, by which we may serve God | awe: we : 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear © 12:26 aNU-Text reads will shake. ‘Haggai 2:6 


] , ; , 12:28 "M-Text omits may. 13:5 Deute 
“For our God is a consuming fire. 31:6, 8; Joshua 1:5 13:6 “Psalm 117:6 en on 


SS IE et DI ea PIE 


12:22-24 We are encouraged to approach and touch th 


in the Kingdom and dwell there. It is more like Mount Zion and J ike Sinai 
Reis n and Jerusalem (v. 22) than like S | | 
Jewish images at that time), for Jerusalem was a habitable place and Zion a E of God’ ey 





ng wailed y 23) the divinely instituted gathering of God’ 
nemselves as church, There everyone is firstborn v. 23 i ited a i 

not for vengeance and further death—as did ER ae saat Preis neat cere pions w aa gies 
atonement, and unending life. This is the blood of Christ 


Heaven is not a place of the separation of the soul fr 
epara | oul trom the body. There, soul and body t 

sane RIDES. nto a better (v. 24) reality. For the spirits of just men are made perfect (v. 23, a kena 
At y A ) i di Pe parien aiina energized, without the limitations we now experience This 
| ge Í | O e Irisagion and funeral services of the O hodox CI “ir 
blood of sprinkling (v, 24) i ist, whi Sahel eee Church, The 
fo p esd ) is that of Christ, which effects the new covenant—real blood, effective for 
12:25 He who speaks from heaven is Christ at the right hand of the Father. 


12:26-28 What can be shaken (v. 27) is that which i 
: which is created: tem I, i | : 
exce TN „temporal, impermanent, imperfect— 
xcept for the final consummation of the kingdom (v. 28), which is VAN There, life is a eucharis- 


tic liturgy. Grace (v, 28) is grateful : | re! SS 
way, with Oper Ponas and el reel SAR Serving God and worshiping Him in an acceptable 


13:1-3 Practical brother) 

icra leicht eve is to be shown toward all Christians, but especially for the lowly, the 
hospitality is recalled (Gn 18:1-8; also 19.1237 Prone oe een need of hospitality. Abraham’ 
for all those in the body of Christ, the Chee: risoners (v. 3) are to be prayed for and aided if possible, 


urch, are members of one another (1Co 12:12-27). 
TT (OD a : 


12:28—13:8 This passage is read on the Saturday before Palm Sunday, called Lazarus Saturday. 
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come 
ne same yesterday, today, and forever.t 
-», Loyalty to Orthodox Doctrine 
and Worship «> 

Mo not be carried about*® with various 
and strange doctrines. For it is good that 
the heart be established by grace, not with 
foods which have not profited those who | 
have been occupied with them.t | 

0We have an altar from which those who | 
serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.t 
For the bodies of those animals, whose 
blood is brought into the sanctuary by the 
high priest for sin, are burned outside the 
camp.t Therefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate. !°There- 
fore let us go forth to Him, outside the 
camp, bearing His reproach.* !4For here we 








Sienna sa pO me 
of their conduct.t4 8Jesus Christ is 


HEBREWS 13:19 






have no continuing city, but we seek the 
one to come. Therefore by Him let us con- 
tinually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to 
His name.t !6But do not forget to do good 
and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased. 


m. The Holy Life Summarized 7- 
170bey those who rule over you, and be 


submissive, for they watch out for your 


souls, as those who must give account. Let 
them do so with joy and not with grief, for 
that would be unprofitable for you.4 

i8Pray for us; for we are confident that 
we have a good conscience, in all things de- 
siring to live honorably. '!®But I especially 
urge you to do this, that I may be restored 
to you the sooner. 





13:9 2NU-Text and M-Text read away. 





13:7 Those who rule are especially the leaders of the sacraments (bishops and priests). These Christian 
leaders are not only to be prayed for (see v. 3) but followed as models of Christian life as well. The 

faith of Christian leaders is that faith they both teach and live by. 

13:8 Such a faith does not disappoint. Since Christ is God and does not change, His gospel does not 
change. If Christians in the past attained the eternal Kingdom through faith, so can we. Thus, the 

Church strives to keep her doctrine pure and without change. 

13:9 Strange doctrines are “foreign” ones, those not coming from the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apos- 
tolic Church. In this case, the outside teaching is Jewish and legalistic. Kosher laws dealing with food do 
no spiritual good if grace is not at the heart of one’s actions. Such has always been the teaching of the 


Church with regard to fasting (see 9:9, 10). 


13:10 In the OT, priests were given part of most sacrifices for food, but lay people had no right to eat 
this food. Under the new covenant, all Christians may eat the food of the altar. 


13:11, 12 On the only day of the year when the holy of 


Atonement, only the high priest could come in, and then 7 of 
but burned outside the camp. Christ identified with this supreme 


ied outside the gate (v. 12). His blood was not carried into 
however. Rather, He carried His own blood into the heav- 
' This great entrance of Christ shows the Divine Liturgy is 


les of these animals were not eaten 
sacrifice of the OT in that He suffered and d 
the temple in Jerusalem by another human, 
ênly most holy place in the eternal “today.” 


eternal and for all under the new covenant. We being 


always enter in. 
13:13, 14 The camp here is 
$ the earthly Jerusalem as the temp 
e new covenant and the old covenant. The ear! 
toms, even the religious traditions, b 
ews still under the old covenant. Likew 
e himself as in exile in this life. The h 
12:22); such a tension is no problem fo 
13:15-19 A summarizing exhortation: (1) 


the old covenant, Israel and all its 
le city of the Jews (see 11:10, | 
y Church in Jerusalem (aD 30-70) retained its Jewish 


ut it was under only the new covenant and so bore the ire of 
ise, every Christian must be prepared to bear men’s scorn and 
eavenly city we seek is the one to which we have already come 
r the author of Hebrews. 

We experience the heavenly city and the heavenly most holy 
body and soul, in the Divine Liturgy—a mystery in which our 


holies could be entered, the Day of 
only with the blood of sin offerings. The boa- 


members of our High Priest, Jesus Christ, may 


institutions and worship. The city (v. 14) 
13-16; 12:22). One cannot follow both 


hen we sacrifice oun wie tee doctrine (w. 15, 9-14). (2) Good works and life in community 


Part is that of praise consistent with true 


9 share, Gr, koinonias) must be unite 

: respected and obeyed (wv. 17, if 8), are 

iy account of their ministry at the judgmen 

ayer that he may live an exemplary life (see v. 7). 
Yee 

13:7-16 


13:1 This passage is read on days comme 


7-21 This passage Ís read on days comme 





d with worship (vv. 16, 1-6). (3) Priests and spiritual leaders must 
ference to “spiritual fatherhood" in the Church. They will 
t. The author sees himself among the leaders and asks for 


(hh ——— 
morating hieromartyrs, 
morating hierarchs. 


—r Ss" 


HEBREWS 13:20 


— Conclusion -7> 





20Now may the God of peace who | 


brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant,t 
2lmake you complete in every good work to 
do His will, working in you? what is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
22And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with 


1672 _ 















the word of exhortation, for I have written 

to you in few words. Know that our 

brother Timothy has been set free, with 

whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. 
24Greet all those who rule over you, and 

all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 
25Grace be with you all. Amen. 





13:21 2NU-Text and M-Text read us. 


13:20, 21 The benediction notes: (1) The sufficiency of the blood of Christ is realized in His Resurrec- 
tion as Christ offers His blood in the eternal sanctuary and thereby inaugurates a new, everlasting 
covenant. (2) The everlasting covenant makes us complete as we cooperate with God (synergy) in all 


things and progress toward sainthood. 





Sees She as 


a oe PS ae pre! an S pi Si Sere) j a are ‘ 





Aut hor— The author identifies himself as “James, a bondservant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:1). Barly Church tradition ascribes this letter to 


“James, the “brother” or kinsman of our Lord and first bishop of Jerusalem, 
_known.as James the Just. Si fonie | 


Dat- Av 55-60. James. the re Was. S a, about AD 62. Some consider his. 
S letter the first New, Testament book, written after the pre of Stephen 
and the dispersion: of Christians from Jerusalem: (Acts 8:1). 


Major Ihe TH e~ Tie harmony. off faith and works. ‘The letter has. many direct 
parallels with the Sermon on the’ Mount: James: does not teach we are saved 
by works, but he does teach that a dead faith, one without works, does not’ 
save. This is an early polemic against invisible religion, wherein, salvation by... 
faith has no visible works, and’ against. antinomianism, the teaching that moral ` 


behavior is irrelevant to salvation. James is clear: the human will is not caer 
bypassed in salvation; piace does not nullity personal responsibility. et SS 


Backer ound— Unlike most New Testament. letters, James. does. not address z ae 
or even a geographical region, but “the twelve tribes 

1). Though James was a Jewish | Christian and. 
with. the Old Testament, the letteris 0 ~ 


written in elegant: Greek. There is no. indication that it addresses ‘only Jewish | 


Christians. The people James addresses are experiencing various trials: > = | 
persecution, deception, economic injustice and poverty, apostasy and personal - 


n the Church. James. uses his authority as bishop to rekindle 
control. 








particular church}! 
which are scattered abroad” (1: 
assumes: the recipients are familiar: 


fragmentations 1 


true living faith and encoyraes repentance patience, ‘and self- 





putine | IR EE 
IVI o PRA pe vthe. Power of the ongue 
l. Greeting (1:1) i nl 
| | 4:1~12) 
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UT. ra ang Ends mar k Hi VI. Greed Versus Contentedness, (4: B5: 2) 
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JAMES I:I 


an Greeting 7 
James, a bondservant of God and of the 
A Lord Jesus Christ, 





To the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad: 


Greetings.t 


~ The Purpose of Trials = 


“My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into various trials,t 3knowing that the 


testing of your faith produces patience. 


4But let patience have its perfect work, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing. 


«=. Wisdom for Trials >. 





tion,t but the rich in his humiliation, be- 
cause as a flower of the field he will pass 
away. !!For no sooner has the sun risen 
with a burning heat than it withers the 
grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful ap- 
pearance perishes. So the rich man also 
will fade away in his pursuits. 


s Temptations 7> 


2?Blessed is the man who endures temp- 
tation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who love Him.t 
3. et no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 


SIf any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask | anyone.t "But each one is tempted when 


of God, who gives to all liberally and with- | he is drawn away by his own desires and 
out reproach, and it will be given to him. | enticed.t Then, when desire l has con- 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, | ceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it 


for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind.t 7For let not 
that man suppose that he will receive any- 
thing from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways. 

IS Bear Vite re ATE 


1:1 James establishes his authority—not as a brother 








is full-grown, brings forth death. 
Do not be deceived, my beloved 


| brethren. Every good gift and every per- 


fect gift is from above, and comes down 
irom the Father of lights, with whom there 


m e a. 





of Christ or bishop of Jerusalem—but as a bond- 


servant (self-indentured slave) of God. For the Jews, God is the only ruler, and true honor comes from 
Him. God refers to the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ to the Son of God incarnate. Scattered abroad 
(Gr. diaspora) refers to Jews in exile, but James applies it to the Church—Jewish and Gentile Christians 


alike—on pilgrimage. 


1:2 Trials, the world’s oppression, take place by God's permission. The issue is not tria/s but our response 
to them. Properly received, trials reveal where our hearts are. They are food for faith, which must grow 
or die. The godly reaction to trials is joy and perseverance (Mt 5:11, 12; Acts 5:41; Rom 5:2, 3; 8:18; 

Heb 12:11; 1Pt 2:19). Though unkind circumstances are from the evil one, to get angry at circumstances 


is to get angry at God, who permits them. 


1:5 Wisdom, the practical and spiritual knowledge required for skilled living, comes to those who ask 
of God, who pray to Him. While James loves God's law, for him faith is not found in rules, as with the 


Pharisees, but in a relationship with God. 


1:6-8 Prayer as petition is effective when it is done in faith, with no doubting (v. 6). We need an un- 
questioning loyalty to God along with the confidence that comes from a life stable in all its ways (v. 8). 
While James teaches the necessity of works, for him works demonstrate a living faith. By contrast, 
doubting (v. 6) means questioning God. Double-mindedness (v. 8) speaks of one who has two loyalties, 
love of the world competing with love for God (see Mt 6:24). Such unstable life deadens our conscience 


and turns us aside from the truth. 


1:9-11 Note the reversal of the order of the world. 


have the most in the Kingdom of heaven (see 2:5: 
and envious. The rich (v, 


The lowly (v. 9), those who have the least here, will 
| 4:2; Mt 5:3; Lk 1:52), but they are tempted to be bitter 
10) may perceive their goods as passing, but they are tempted to be greedy 


and arrogant and may thereby lose true wealth (see 5:1-12). 
1:12 We are to rejoice even in temptations. They reveal whether or not we are prepared for heaven 


(see 1Co 9:25). 
1:13 James has discussed outward trials (vv, 1-11). 


He now turns to inward temptations, which deceive 


us and lead us into sin. God tries us, but He never tempts us. 


1:14, 15 The immediate origin of a temptation is our own sinful passions, which the devil energizes. 
Temptation begins with desires or lusts, then progresses to being conceived, a fixation on or delight in 
sinful desires, and ends as birth to sin, a consent to or acting out of sinful desires. We fall to temptation 
because we allow ourselves to do so. Neither God nor circumstances force us to yield. 
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s no variation or shadow of turning t I8Of 
His own will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
grstfruits of His creatures,t 


~ The Corrective: Hear and Do m. 


i9$o then,* my beloved brethren, let every 
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath;t for the wrath of man does not pro- 
duce the righteousness of God. 

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 


overflow of wickedness, and receive with 


eekness the implanted word, which is ALTI 
m ord, which is | come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 2and 


able to Save your souls.t 
“But be doers of the word, and not hear- 
ers only, deceiving yourselves. 2%For if any- 


one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, | 


he is like a man observing his natural face 
in a mirror; “*for he observes himself, goes 
away, and immediately forgets what kind 
of man he was. 2°But he who looks into the 
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, 
and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of 
the work, this one will be blessed in what 
he does. 

“If anyone among you thinks he is reli- 
gious, and does not bridle his tongue but 
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deceives his own heart, this one’s religion 
is useless,t 27Pure and undefiled religion 
before God and the Father is this: to visit 


orphans and widows in their trouble, and 
to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 


>. The Law of Love =~ 


My brethren, do not hold the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with partiality.t 2For if there should 
come into your assembly a man with gold 
rings, in fine apparel, and there should also 


you pay attention to the one wearing the 
fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in 
a good place,” and say to the poor man, 
“You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my foot- 
stool,” *have you not shown partiality 
among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? | 
SListen, my beloved brethren: Has God 
not chosen the poor of this world to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 


1:19 2NU-Text reads Know this or This you 
know. 1:262NU-Text omits among you. 


1:17 As Father of lights, God reigns over both the visible and invisible creation. He is Creator of all and 
the giver of spiritual gifts. The first part of this verse is used in the Divine Liturgy, in the prayer before 


Christ's icon. 


1:18 God provides our salvation of His own will, not of necessity. Brought us forth: He "begot" us, a 


reference to baptism, by which we become children of God by grace. The word of truth is the Gospel, 
the precious, unchanging doctrines of the faith. We are the firstfruits of His creatures: In salvation we 
benefit not by taking on the essence or nature of God, but by putting on a new humanity consecrated 
to God (as with firstfruits in the OT). Humanity is preeminent over all creation, and through our salva- 
tion all creation is likewise being changed. The first half of this verse appears in the Divine Liturgy in 
the prayer of thanksgiving after the faithful receive Communion. 

1:19, 20 The wrath of man is unjust, ungracious, and severe. It proceeds from uncontrolled anger, not 
from God's judgment. For us to discern the righteousness of God requires patience, graciousness, and 
‘Ontrolled passions. ; AT oe 
a While the word was implanted in baptism, Christians continue to receive Him throughout their 
Ves, , | 

1:25 James takes the Jewish notion of freedom—obedience to the Law—and applies it to Christ's law, 

I$ Commandment to love others as He loved us. James Uses the OT form in 2:8. 
1:26, 27 Here are three examples of the relationship between faith and works, (1) Mastery over 
*PEECh: What proceeds out of the mouth flows from the heart, for sooner or later our tongue will re- 
veal the qua lity of our faith in God. (2) Ministry to the needy: Faithful Christians must be the guardians 
ofthe boor es pecially of those orphans and widows who have lost their natural rill Do not let 
he widows be neglected; after the Lord, you must be their guardian (IgnAnt). (3) Kae purity Q è 
ought and deed: A traditional indicator of a working faith. “Let us make nr to ox mye roug 
‘sting the filth of our transgressions, and through acts of mercy and compass on tot AtA nd et us y 
Mer into the bridal chamber of the Bridegroom Christ, who grants to us great mercy" (Vespers, wee 


e Ore Lent) ; 7 i , 
"1 AANA | le of fainthearted faith being manifested in unjust works. 
te Unjustly judging others 15 an Manr faith, A person's dignity and worth come from God, 


nq. to true 

ng the rich over the poor is contrary i rthly standards of rank, wealth, attain- 
otf | + not judge others by the earthly sta 1 W 
„trom fellow humans. So we must J | 


“nts, and appearance, 


JAMES 2:6 | 1676 





which He promised to those who love -™ Faith that Works s7- 
Him?t But you have dishonored the poor | “What does it profit, my brethren, if 
man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag | someone says he has faith but does not 
you into the courts? ‘Do they not blas- | have works? Can faith save him?t '5]f 4 
pheme that noble name by which you are | brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
called? daily food, '*and one of you says to them, 
SIf you really fulfill the royal law accord- | “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
ing to the Scripture, “You shall love your | but you do not give them the things which 
neighbor as yourself,” you do well;t Iput if | are needed for the body, what does it 
you show partiality, you commit sin, and | Profit? '’Thus also faith by itself, if it does 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. | Ot have works, is dead. oY, 
For whoever shall keep the whole law, | “But Someone will say, “You have faith, 
and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of | 294 I have works.” Show me your faith 
all. 'For He who said, “Do not commit | Without your works, and I will show you 
adultery”. also said. “Do not murder» | ™Y faith by my’. works. !"You believe that 
Now if you do not commit adultery, but you ae a A se SiO ame aen ae 
do murder, you have become a transgressor TAN ase: ie 
of the law. '*So speak and so do as those YOU, Weal ho ETON Os LOOM Pama iiauae 
who will be judged by the law of liberty. IM 
isFor judement-is without mercy tothe one | #8 bevilcas se aeie ease CU ee 
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs | piggies See ss NTI 


7 | | Deuteronomy 5:17. 2:18 4NU-Text omits your. 
over judgment. | DNU-Text omits my. 


2:5-7 God is not partial to anyone. The poor are more likely to repent and renounce this world for the 
sake of the kingdom, for they more easily see the emptiness of earthly things. The rich (v. 6), on the 
other hand, tend to prize earthly things, desire material things, and even hurt others to gain them (see 
Lk 6:21-25; 1Co 1:26-28). They may mock Christians for the name by which (v. 7) they are called, the 
name invoked at baptism. | 

2:8-13 The corrective standard of judgment is perfect faith manifested in perfect works. The royal law 
(v. 8), the law of liberty (v. 12; 1:25), is the second great commandment of Christ: love for neighbor 
(Jn 13:34). The standard by which we judge is that by which we will be judged; the mercy we give will 
be the mercy we receive. “God has shown mercy to us, Let us in our turn show mercy: let us feed the 
poor, and with the divine water, of fasting let us wash the defilement from our souls. .. . OQ heavenly 
angels, entreat the Giver of good to accept in His infinite mercy our poor and mean repentance” 
(Matins, Friday before Lent). | 

2:14-19 The faith that saves is a complete faith, not just the mind and the tongue but the whole man 
trusting in the living God, This means our faith and our relationship with God—our justification—are 
dynamic and living, Our faith grows and affects our actions, or it dies. “Faith alone” (by itself, v. 17), 
static faith, does not save. We must nurture our faith in God and love for Him through our works. “Do 
not say you are the temple of the Lord, writes Jeremiah [see Jer 7:3]; nor should you say that faith 
alone in our Lord Jesus Christ can save you, for this is impossible unless you acquire love for Him 
through your works. As for faith by itself, ‘the devils also believe, and tremble’” (MaxCon). 

2:20-24 The faith of Abraham is living and active, | 

(1) In Gn 12:1-3, when Abraham is 75 years old, he receives a call to forsake all and follow God. 

(2) In Gn 15:6, when Abraham is almost 85, after he has proven his faith through years of renouncing 
his land, family, property, and privileges, God promises him that he will ultimately regain everything he 
has given up. Abraham's faith in God's promise is “accounted to him for righteousness." God fulfills 
Abrahams faith by making a covenant with him, an OT liturgical and sacramental act. 

(3) In Gn 22:1-19, Abraham is at least 110. He has been tested for years concerning God's promise of 
a son, Now, after the covenant sacrament of initiation (circumcision) has been given in Gn 17, comes 
Abrahams supreme test: the sacrifice of Isaac, his son of promise (Gn 15:6). 

James reveals that Gn 15:6 is fulfilled in Gn 22. This is a crucial lesson for us in our understanding of 
justification by faith. Neither Abraham’s faith nor his justification is merely momentary, static, or once- 
and-for-all. It is dynamic, a growth process that finds its natural and normal realization in good works. 
Far from being just point-in-time, Abraham's justification covered at least 25 years after God first de- 
clared him just. It is living and active faith that saves! 
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faith without works is dead?a 21Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered Isaac his son on the 
altar? Do you see that faith was working 
together with his works, and by works 
faith was made perfect? 23And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which Says, 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteousness.”4 And 
he was Called the friend of God. 24You see 





then that a man is justified by works. and 


not by faith only. 

25Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also 
justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out another 
way? 

For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead also.t 


~ The Work of Faith: Controlling What 
We Say > 

My brethren, let not many of you be- 

come teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment.t 2For we all 
stumble in many things. If anyone does 
not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 
able also to bridle the whole body. 
‘Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths 
that they may obey us, and we turn their 
whole body. Look also at ships: although 
they are so large and are driven by fierce 
winds, they are turned by a very small 


rudder wherever the pilot desires. °Even | 


so the tongue is a little member and boasts 
great things. : 
See how great a forest a little fire Kin- 
dies! And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity, The tongue is so set among our 


Members that it defiles the whole body, | 


and sets on fire the course of nature; and 
it is set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of 
beast and bird, of reptile and creature of 
the Sea, is tamed and has been tamed by 
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mankind, 

tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison. »With it we bless our God and 
Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in the similitude of God. 
Out of the same mouth proceed blessing 
and cursing. My. brethren, these things 
ought not to be so. Does a spring send 






forth fresh water and bitter from the same 


opening? !2Can a fig tree, my brethren, 
bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus 
no spring yields both salt water and 
fresh.@ | 


= Godly Counsel 7 

t3Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Let him show by good conduct that 
his works are done in the meekness of wis- 
dom.t "But if you have bitter envy and 
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast 
and lie against the truth. “This wisdom 
does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic. '*For where 
envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 
every evil thing are there. But the wis- 


dom that is from above is first pure, then 
| peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
| mercy and good fruits, without partiality 


and without hypocrisy. '8Now the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make. peace. : | 


æ Lack of Faith and Works: Quarrels 
$ | inthe Church => > `U © 
Where do wars and fights come from 
among you? Do they not come from 
your desires for pleasure that war in your 





2:20 aNU-Text reads useless. tae Spee i 
2:23 "Genesis 15:6 3:3°NU-Text reads Now if. 


3:12 4NU-Text reads Neither can a salty spring 


produce fresh water. 


) 1 
| a 

i 
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2:26 This summary of the organic relationship of faith and worn (see ahi axe eae Jn seach 
al 5:6) shows that only God can save. 
‘1-12 What we say reveals what we ae 
W. 2-8). For James, this is a prime example 
Cus of spiritual warfare. James even warns 


‘tonishment'at how hypocritical and co 
‘13-18 James is also leery about us cou 
Pride and other sinful passions. Se 
lping” others. True wisdom come 

" psychike) means unspiritual, not p 





cel d faith will 
if spans God and proves itself by action (v. 13). Sensual (v 15; 


ossessing the spirit of God, | ee 


ifiwe can control what we say, we can control what we do 

of the relationship between faith and works, and a major 
against becoming a Christian teacher (v> 1) and expresses 
ntradictory our speech can be (w. 9-12). nw ABB 
nseling others, for what is offered as wisdom can be based on- 


manifest itself in self-centered works, in this case 


JAMES 4:2 





members?t 2You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You 
fight and war. Yet® you do not have because 
you do not ask. 3You ask and do not re- 
ceive, because you ask amiss, that you may 


spend it on your pleasures. 4Adulterers | 


and* adulteresses! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 


friend of the world makes himself an 


enemy of God. °Or do you think that the 
Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who 
dwells in us yearns jealously”? 

‘But He gives more grace. Therefore He 
Says: 


“God resists the proud, 
But gives grace to the humble.” 


"Therefore submit to God. Resist the 


devil and he will flee from you. *Draw near | F 


to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and pu- 
rify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Lament and mourn and weep! Let your 
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law and judges the law. But if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but a 
judge.t '2There is one Lawgiver, who is 
able to save and to destroy. Who? are you to 
judge another?¢ 


=. Being Overly Confident 7- 


l3Come now, you who Say, “Today or to- 
morrow we will? go to such and such a city, 
spend a year there, buy and sell, and make 
a profit”;t whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapor that appears for a lit- 
tle time and then vanishes away. Instead 
you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall 
live and do this or that.” !6But now you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting 


| is evil. 


'’Therefore, to him who Knows to do 
good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 


æ. Warning to Rich Oppressors -= 


Come now, you rich, weep and howl 
for your miseries that are coming upon 
you!t 2Your riches are corrupted, and your 


i garments are moth-eaten. *Your gold and 


laughter be turned to mourning and your | Silver are corroded, and their corrosion 


joy to gloom. "Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 


m. Criticizing Others 7 


Do not speak evil of one another, 
brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother 
and judges his brother, speaks evil of the 


will be a witness against you and will eat 


your flesh like fire. You have heaped up 


4:2 aNU-Text and M-Text omit Yet. 4:4 aNU- 
Text omits Adulterers and. 4:6 Proverbs 3:34 
4:12 aNU-Text adds and Judge. >NU-Text and 

M-Text read But who. ‘NU-Text reads a neigh- 
bor, 4:13®M-Text reads let us. 





4:1-10 Wars and fights in the Church are another example of the result of faith without works. Such 
disputes come from desires for pleasure that war in our members, passions that bring disruption in the 
body of Christ. These passions are fragmenting (v. 1), self-centered (v. 3), of this world (v. 4), energized 
by Satan (v. 7), and therefore at enmity with God (v. 4). God does not answer prayers for our selfish 


desires (v. 3). Adulterers and adulteresses: The image of unfaithfulness in marriage is common through- 
out the OT for the faithlessness of God's people, 


_ How do we conquer arrogant pleasure-seeking? (1) Stop praying for self-centered pleasures 

(vv. 2, 3). (2) Renounce the world and build a friendship with God (v. 4). (3) Yield to the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us through chrismation (v. 5). In seeking the Holy Spirit we gain the Holy Trinity! (4) Be 
humble, recognizing that God resists the proud (v. 6). (5) Resist (be insubordinate to) Satan and submit 
to God (v. 7). (6) Approach God in worship (draw near). Take special care to cleanse your hands and 
purify your hearts through repentance in preparation for worship (vv. 8, 9). Never laugh off God's call 
to mourn for sin. 

“The rewards for the toils of virtue are dispassion and spiritual knowledge. For these are the media- 
tors of the kingdom of heaven, just as passions and ignorance are the mediators of eternal punishment. 
It is because of this that he who seeks these rewards for the sake of human glory and not for their in- 
trinsic goodness is rebuked by the words of Scripture: ‘You ask, and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly’” (MaxCon). 

4:11, 12 Belittling criticism of others is another case of pride coming out in what we say. It is a lack of 
faith united with evil works, an offense both to the person criticized and to God, God's will is to love 
others (2:8) with humility and mercy, even if they are in the wrong (see 3:13-18). 


4:13-16 True faith depends completely on God and seeks ways to do good works. But to plan as if we 
knew exactly what will happen is arrogance. 


5:1-6 The terrible fate of the unjust rich is that their wealth will condemn them. 





——————— a SŘ 





>>>8 HEALING eieaa 


J “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be for- 
given” (9:14, 15). | 

~ One of the great prophetic themes of the Old Testament concerning the promised 
Messiah is that the Father would send His Son “to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind” (Lk 4:18; see also Is 49:8; 61:1). The min- 
istry of Christ was one of numerous healings of “all kinds of sicknesses and all kinds of 

disease” (Mt 4:23). In addition, Jesus healed darkened hearts and minds as He released people 
from demonic oppression. 


Like their Master before them, the early apostles participated in God’s work of healing as 
well, attributing their miracles to the risen and ascended Christ. “Jesus the Christ heals you,” 
Peter told a newly restored man who had been bedridden for eight years (Acts 9:34). St. Paul 
identified healing as a gift of the Holy Spirit (1Co 12:9). Thus, the New Testament founda- 
don was established for the healing’ ministry to be a part of the sacramental life of the Church 
(Jam 5:14, 15). | ifs 

Healings throughout history. The Orthodox Church has never believed or behaved as 
though the gifts of the Spirit or the healing miracles of Christ have somehow passed away. Did 
not Jesus promise, “He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 
works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” (Jn 14:12)? | | 

St. Ireneaus, writing at the close of the second century, speaks of miracles in his day: 
“Some drive out devils . .. some have foreknowledge of the future . . . others heal the sick 
through the laying on of hands’. . . and even the dead have been raised up before now and 
have remained with us for many years.” The writings. of other Church Fathers speak often of 
miracles within the Church. | 

Quite widely known are the supernatural healings Christ performs through St. Seraphim 
of Sarov, an eighteenth-century Russian monk. He was blessed with the gift of healing during 
his lifetime, and even after his departure many people have been restored to wholeness at his 
graveside. | i 

The practice of the Church today. To this day, the Orthodox practice of prayer for the sick 
follows the New Testament instruction of St. James. The Orthodox Church has a special ser- 
vice of healing, which may be performed at any time, [he presbyter prays for the ill person, 
anointing him with oil and saying, “O Lord Almighty, Healer of our souls and bodies, who 
put down and raise up, who chastise and heal also, visit now in Your mercy our, brother or sis-. 
ter, N., who is ill. Stretch forth Your arm, which is full of healing and health, and raise 
(him/her) up from this bed, and cure this illness. Put away the spirit of disease and every 
Malady and pain and fever. And if (he/she) has committed sins and transgressions, grant 
remission and forgiveness, because You love mankind.” i 

As Orthodox Christians we pray, neither commanding God to heal nor doubting 
His ability to heal, but pleading for His promised mercy on all who are ill, ra 
















JAMES 5:4 1680 ST ee 
treasure in the last days. ‘Indeed the wages | intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very 
of the laborers who mowed your fields, | compassionate and merciful. — 
which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and i2But above all, my brethren, do not swear, 
the cries of the reapers have reached the | either by heaven or by earth or with any 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5You have | other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and 
lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; | your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment. 
of fauphter. Yol Shave dodenn: na ~» The Work of Faith: Healing > 
have murdered the iust: he does not resist | “IS anyone among you suffering? Let 
you him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms.t Is anyone among you sick? Let 

~ Encouragement to the Oppressed => | him call for the elders of the church, and let 

Therefore be patient, brethren, until the | them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer | inthe name of the Lord. And the prayer of 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, | faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
waiting patiently for it until it receives the | raise him up. And if he has committed sins, 
early and latter rain.t ®You also be patient. | he will be forgiven. “Confess your tres- 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the | passes*.to one another, and pray for one 
Lord is at hand. -| another, that you may be healed. The effec- 

Do not grumble against one another, | tive, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
brethren, lest you be condemned.* Behold, | avails much.t !’Elijah was a man with a na- 
the Judge is standing at the door! '°My | ture like ours, and he prayed earnestly that 
brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in | Se a 
the name of the Lord, as an example of suf- he ane ip. Hebrew Hona M RS 

; i > tO 11) oto NU- ) sas. 5:9aNU-Text 

fering and patience. "Indeed we count ATE a S ju ag A TE 5:122M-Text reads 
them blessed who endure. You have heard | hypocrisy. 5:16aNU-Text reads Therefore con- 
of the perseverance of Job and seen the end | fess your sins. | | 





5:7-12 The early and latter rain (v. 7) refers to the pattern of rainfall—at planting time and just before 
harvest—in Palestine. We are to put away grumbling at each other, and we must not demand that life 
be “fair.” Patience, forbearance, and a right vision of the ultimate Judge are true works of living faith. 
3:10, 11 The faithful prophets, true saints of God, are models or examples to us in how to practice suf- 
fering and patience. Consequently, Christians from the NT era even till today have honored or vener- 
ated the prophets—indeed, all the saints—counting them blessed. 
5:12 A polemic against a bad custom stemming from bad faith: the common practice of swearing by 
God or something that signifies God (as if swearing were a proof of truthfulness). We may swear when 
required to, but the solution to lack of trust is good faith—our integrity, truthfulness between a person 
and God. See Mt 5:33-37. i ely vii 
3:13-15 The sick person is to call for the elders (presbyters) for prayer. Salvation deals with the whole 
person, for each human being is a unity, body and soul. Hence, this sacrament has a double purpose: 
not only for healing but for forgiveness also. The presbyter (shortened form: priest) is given certain gifts 
of the ministry at ordination, the laying on of hands (see 1Ti 4:14). Prayer is combined with olive oil— 
not only the primary medicine of ancient times, but also a symbol of the Holy Spirit in the Church—in a 
single sacrament that effects a healing for the whole person. Thus, the elements of the sacrament of 
healing include (1) the presbyter or priest (v. 13); (2) the prayer of (the) faith that will save (v. 15), 
connected with (3) the work of Christ Himself, for the Lord will raise us up, and (4) the Holy Spirit, 
manifested in the oil; and (5) confession of sins just prior to the anointing with oil, which explains why 
James writes if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven (v. 15). In the Orthodox Church, this sacra- 
ment is granted anyone who is sick, whether in danger of dying or not, | 
5:16-18 Some allege that confessing sins to God before a priest is not biblical. The ancient Christian 
custom was to confess your trespasses to one another (v, 16). When a Christian was guilty of sin, the 
matter was confessed before the whole Church as an act of repentance. As the Church grew, and those 
not part of the community came to observe, the pressure in such public confession became so great 
that the priest, instead of the entire community, heard the confession, representing the people. What is 
fag sein povate sentemon only to God, which refuses to acknowledge sin to the 

ink ‘8, 10). Thus, the 1as effected heali terial 
sore tains Anhe DAA fatale gp gonea healing through such works of faith as confes- 

=ne (V) a 


5:10-20 This passage is read on days commemorating prophets. 

















‘would not rain; and it did not rain on the 
and for three years and six months. '8And 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth produced its fruit. 

“a Restoration = 


Brethren, if anyone among you wan- 
ders from the truth, and someone turns him 


5:19, 20 The work of faith. in restoring the apostate. 
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back,t 2%et him know that he who turns a 
sinner from the error of his way will save a 
soul? from death and cover a multitude of 
sins. 








5:20 ®NU-Text reads his soul. 





c Author—After Peter had helped to establish the church in Antioch, he 





preached to Jews and converts to Judaism throughout northern Asia Minor 
(1:1). Later, in Rome, hearing the churches of Asia Minor were being 
persecuted, he wrote them this letter of encouragement. 


\ Deate— First Peter was composed at Romie (5:13) sometime in AD 50—67. The 
> exact date Peter arrived in Rome is unclear; tradition says he was martyred 
there later in Nero’s reign, c. AD 67. 


C M ajor Them e— Rejoice in sharing the sufferings of Christ. The First Epistle of 
Peter is an exhortation for Christians suffering persecution to remember and 
live in their baptism. As baptism is a death and a resurrection, so Christians 
must enter into unjust suffering with a spirit of death and resurrection. Our 
goal is the fulfillment of baptism—heaven. This requires unwavering 
commitment now to (a) holiness (1:3—2:10), (b) submission in the roles we 
have in life (2:11—3:12), (c) patient suffering in this age as we prepare for 
the age to come (3:13—4:19), and @ disciplined unity in the Church 
(5:1-11). 





eae keround—The dispersion of which Peter speaks (1:1) is unknown. After 
S the martyrdom of Stephen (c. AD 33), many Christians fled from persecution 
in Jerusalem. Or Peter may be speaking more generally, of Christians at large, 
who were often ill-treated and forced into exile because of their faith. We are 
told these Christians live in five provinces of Asia Minor (1:1), located in the 
central and northern segments of the peninsula. 
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™y I. Greetings (1:1, 2) III, Persecution and Suffering (3:13—5:11) 
II. Practical Meaning of Baptism (1:3—3:12) A. Persecution for being righteous 
A. A life of faith and hope (1:3-12) (3:13-22) 
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C. A life of honor (2:11—3:12) C. Suffering and the church (5:1-11) 
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œ Greeting m 
] Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 





To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in 
pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia. and 


githynia,t 2elect according to the fore- 


knowledge of God the Father, in sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, for obedience and sprin- 
kling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace be multiplied.t 
~ Born to a Heavenly Hope v= 


3Blessed be the God and Father of our | 


Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
| abundant mercy has begotten us again toa 
living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,t 4to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
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-you,t 5who are kept by the power of God 
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through faith for salvation ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time.t 


œ. Tested for Genuine Faith s 
‘In this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if need be, you have been 
grieved by various trials,t 7that the gen- 
uineness of your faith, being much more 
precious than gold that perishes, though it 
is tested by fire, may be found to praise, 


honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
| Christ, whom having not seen you love. 


Though now you do not see Him, yet be- 
lieving, you rejoice with joy inexpressible 
and full of glory,t 9receiving the end of your 
faith—the salvation of your souls. 

Of this salvation the prophets have in- 
quired and searched carefully, who proph- 


1:8 aM-Text reads known. 















if 


the 


does not fade away, reserved in heaven for 





1:1 Pilgrims, or “sojourners.” are aliens, those who stay for a while in a strange place with no intention 
of permanently residing there. This is said of God's people in this world (see 2:11; Gn 23:4; Ps 38:13; 

Heb 11:13), for they are citizens of the heavenly world:to come (Php 3:20). 

1:2 Note the apostle’s clear reference to all three divine Persons of the Holy Trinity. 

God's foreknowledge does not preclude or bind human will. Rather, it has to do with His Providence, 
His sovereign control of history. Sanctification: See Glossary. The sprinkling of the blood connects OT 
sacramental rites with Christ and the New Testament. Through the blood sprinkled on the doorposts of 
their homes, the people of Israel escaped the power of Satan and death in Egypt (Ex 12:13). When the 


| Covenant between God and the Israelites was made at Sinai, Moses sprinkled the blood of the covenant 


upon the people, thereby empowering Israel to participate in the life of God (Ex 24:8). On the Day of 
Atonement, the blood of a goat was sprinkled on the mercy seat of the tabernacle (Lv 1 6:15). As people 
of the New Covenant, we enter into God's life more intimately: "Unless you .. . drink His blood, you 
have no life in you” (Jn 6:53). Through Christ's blood communicated to us in the Holy Eucharist 
(ICo 11:25), we are united with Him in His incorrupt human nature: ; 

We are to be in obedience to Jesus Christ because of the obedience of Jesus Christ. In contrast to the 


| disobedience of the first Adam, the second Adam, Christ, fulfilled the Law completely and performed 


all righteousness Through His obedience, corrupt human nature will be transformed into incorrupt hu- 


| Man nature. 


i ivi e in baptism. As Jesus told Nicodemus, we enter the King- 

b sa prea: ne Spirit” tin 3:5). This new birth in baptism unites us et | 

ist a i i :23). The words and actions of Peter also confirm this sacramental real- 
a e er Hat is also the “washing of regeneration” in Tts 3:5, where baptism 
and God's mercy are coupled). Here the sacrament of baptism (vv, 3-6) is the power by hed we et 
ted, given new life in Christ, we have a hope by which to live. This 
Verses 3-12 in the original constitute one long sentence.) 
heritance, is also described in the context of baptism 


1:3 We are begotten . 
dom of God by being “born o 


aithfully (vy. 7-9). Being regenera 
Yace of God sustains us in the trials of life. ( 
naiote the home for which we yearn, our In 


15 The incorruptible inheritance is reserved for thos 
"severes to the end. 


e who have true faith, the faith that by God's grace 


rnal life in Christ, we first experience the sadness of the pass- 


) ; 7 To reach the joy and blessing of teil face here (see also Jam 1:1-12). To the watching world, 


ig world, along with the afflictions Dee AIGA appears foolish and even contemptible. But Peter 


ho P ayerinceiofia atha U indned bearing more glory and honor as it continues to stand 


Ows that faith under trial is precious 


I; Pritipliisee Mtia5-atrAo oF ai erceive the truth until he saw it with his eyes (see 


Lk oe ace ener B inate Atoe who believe Him whom they have not seen. This is 
; i § 1U: +3). 4 | 
faith of baptism and the faith of eternal life. 
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esied of the grace that would come to you,' 
\lsearching what, or what manner of time, 
the Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that 
would follow. To them it was revealed 
that. not to themselves, but to us? they were 
ministering the things which now have 
been reported to you through those who 
have preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things 
which angels desire to look into." 


~ Be Holy vt: 
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ish and without spot. 2°He indeed was fore- 
ordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times 
for you 2'who through Him believe in God, 
who raised Him from the dead and gave 
Him glory, so that your faith and hope are 
in God. 
m Love Each Other 7> 

22Since you have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit? in sin- 
cere love of the brethren, love one another 
fervently with a pure heart, **having been 
born again, not of corruptible seed but in- 
corruptible, through the word of God which 


\3Therefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully 
upon the grace that is to be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;t '4as obe- 
dient children, not conforming yourselves | 
to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; | 
l5but as He who called you is holy, you also 
be holy in all your conduct, '*because it is| . And its flower falls away,' 
written, “Be holy, for .am holy.”** 45 But the word of the LORD endures 

7And if you call on the Father, who with- | forever”? JUDE 
out partiality judges according to each Tee See a 
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout | Now this is the word which by the gospel 
the time of your stay here in fear;t !8know- | Was preached to you. ie 
ing that you were not redeemed with cor- | 
ruptible things, like silver or gold, from | 1:12*NU-Text and M-Text read you. — 
your aimless conduct received by tradition. | E16 revitieus 11At oe o E 
from your fathers,’ but with the precious | omits forever. 1:24 *NU-Text reads all its glory 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blem- | 1:25 "Isaiah 40;6-8 Bf 


lives and abides forever,*t *4because 
‘All flesh Is aS grass, | | 
And all the glory of man® as the flower 
of the grass. | | a 
The grass withers, 








q 


1:10, 11 The prophets had supernatural knowledge of the events to come—even so far as the glories 
that would follow the sufferings of Christ, His Resurrection, Ascension, and Second Coming. . 

1:12 Even the angels desire to deepen their vision both of the uncreated glory and of what God has:in 
store for creation (see 1Co 2:8). The angels beheld and worshipped Christ in His divine nature; what Is 
new, and amazing to them is His human nature, , i 
1:13 The Israelites ate the original Passover with loins girded, that is, with their long outer 
tucked into their belts so as to free their legs for movement. Similarly, Christians are to live always in - 
the spirit of Passover, prepared for the journey of obedience and virtue. eda 

1:16 See Mt 5:48. The cleanliness code (Lv 11—15) instructed Israel how to prepare for worship 


(Ly 1—10), : | | , RE 
Holiness belongs to God, and we, who cannot attain holiness on our own but receive it from Him, are 
called to live a holy life before Him. Indeed, Christians are called to holiness in every area of their lives. 
In the Lord's Prayer we say, “Hallowed be Your Name." It is not that we want God's name to be made 
holy by our prayers, but that His name may be made holy in us. 
1:17 Why should we pray in fear? Because the Father we serve will judge us acco 
work, While being certain of God's mercy, we conduct ourselves with care. | tl 
1:18, 19 Our salvation has been purchased by the infinitely precious blood of Christ (v. 19). We are not 
our own and are to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the price paid for our redemption (see 


1Co 6:19, 20). i | | | ls, bho 
uffering and death is incorruptible and abides forever, and is the foun- 


garments 


rding to each one’s - 


1:23 See Jn 1:12, 13. The Lord's s 
dation of our baptism through which we are born again (see Jn 3:1-6; Rom 6:3-5). 
1:24, 25 This passage from Is 40:6-8 sets in sharp contrast the difference between human an 


seed. Our present human condition will have an en 
corruption, and will meet that end in death. But in the glorified, incarnate Son, the word o 


d divine” 
d, of course, as witnessed by the ever-presence of ` 
f the Loro © 


(v. 25), we gain incorrupt and immortal humanity, both in body and in soul. 
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a. Desire Christ «> 


Therefore, laying. aside all malice, all | 


deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all- evil 
speaking,t 2as newborn babes; desire the 
ure milk of the word, that you may grow 
ynereby,*t “if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious. 


~. The New Priesthood -= 


‘Coming to Him. as to a living stone, re- 
jected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 
precious,’ °you also, as living stones, are 


being built up a spiritual house, a holy priest- | 


hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices accept- 
able to God through Jesus Christ.t °There- 
fore it is also contained in the Scripture, 


“Behold, I lay in Zion 

A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 

And he who believes on Him will by no 
means be put to shame.”® 


7Therefore, to you who believe, He is pre- 
cious; but to those who are disobedient, 


“The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone,” 


‘and 














2:1 The duty, the necessity, for Christians to, be holy in their conduct is the issue pursued in this passage. 





“A stone of stumbling 
=- And a rock of offense.” 


SAIS at 


They stumble, being disobedient to the 
word, to which they also were appointed. 
9But you are a chosen generation, a royal 


| priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 


people, that you may proclaim the praises 
of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light;t “who once were not a 
people but are now the people of God, who 
had not obtained mercy but now have ob- 
tained mercy. | | 


s All Men and Women: Bondservants 
of God = _ 

\lBeloved, I beg you as sojourners and pil- 
grims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against, the soul,t “having your conduct 
honorable among the Gentiles, that when 


they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may, by your good works which they ob- 
serve, glorify God in the day of visitation. 


\3Therefore submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme,? ltor to 


2:2 aNU-Text adds up to salvation. 2:6 Isaiah 


| 28:16 © 2:78NU-Text reads to those who disbe- 
| lieve. >Psalm-117:22. 2:8 Isaiah 8:14 


The apostle Paul has written that new (indeed, all!) Christians are to put off the old manner of life, cor- 
rupted by evil and deception (Eph 4:22). Similarly, those addressed here are to turn from the same. 

2:2, 3 The pure milk of the word is apostolic doctrine (Acts 2:42), the basic teaching of the Church— 
both written (1:10-12) and spoken (1:25). These lead us to the meat of the word (1Co 3:2), the sacra- ~ 
ments of the Church, and continual growth in the Christian life. We have tasted that the Lord is gra- 


cous and should long for this spiritual nourishment. 


2:4-10 Peter likens the growth of the Church to the OT temple with its attending priesthood and its 
sacrifice and worship, Christ Himself being the fulfillment of this imagery. Thus, in Christ we become 
living stones, a spiritual house, a royal priesthood (v. 5; see Ex 19:5, 6), the people of God who have 
obtained mercy (v. 10; see Eph 2:19-22; 1Co 3:16, 17; 2Co 6:16). This is salvation in all its fullness. 

2:5 In the true temple, one sacrifice is offered, the unrepeatable sacrifice of Christ. But in Him, in bap- 


Ucharist, the offering by which she lives. 


Ld 


tsm, we also are sacrificed, “a living sacrifice” (Rom 12:1) acceptable to God. Our whole life is to be 
lived in this baptism as an offering to Christ our life. This is the spiritual offering of the Church in the 


9 


2:9 In the true Temple there is-one offerer, one priest, who, again, is Christ. In baptism we all-are 
*ointed with grace as priests in the Kingdom of God; for the spiritual Kingdom is also the spiritual 
Priesthood. Moreover, as the body of Christ, we have a priestly ministry to the world, fulfilling the very 
Priesthood and intercession of the Lord Himself, so that to the whole universe we may proclaim the 


Praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. - ii 
2:11 To this point Peter has been addressing the whole of the Church, describing the benefits and chal- 
enges of salvation. Now he speaks to various groups of Christians—citizens, servants, wives, husbands, 


Pastors—exhorting all to forsake sinful passions and to live as true sojourners and pilgrims in the world. 
213-47 (See also Rom 13:1-7; Mt 22:21; Tts 3:1.) Peter urges his readers to be obedient to civil govern- 
Ment. While Christians serve a higher authority, God Himself, it is God who calls us to submit to earthly 
ĉaders for the Lord's sake (v: 13). This is not a call to “separate” Church from state, but rather a call to 
Operate with and enhance the state—realizing that at times Church and state have been at great 

ds. When ultimate loyalty and obedience to Christ and His gospel are at stake, Peter's actions show 
hat we are to obey God rather than man, even to the point of prison or death (Acts 4:19, 20), 
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governors, as to those who are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and for the 
praise of those who do good. !5For this is 


the will of God, that by doing good you may | 


put to silence the ignorance of. foolish 
men— '‘as free, yet not using liberty as a 
cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 
'’7Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the king. 


“~ Servants: Submissive to Masters 7 


with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but also to the harsh.t !9For this is com- 
mendable, if because of conscience toward 
God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 
20For what credit is it if, when you are beaten 
for your faults, you take it patiently? But 
when you do good and suffer, if you take it 
patiently, this is commendable before God. 
‘lFor to this you were called, because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us» an exam- 
ple, that you should follow His steps: 


22“Who committed no sin, 
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”at 


who, when He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suffered, He did not 


threaten, but committed Himself to Him who | 


judges righteously; 24who Himself bore our 
sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sins, might live for righteous- 
ness—by whose stripes you were healed. 
“For you were like sheep going astray, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer? of your souls.t 





who do sin. We should live, then, for Him who 


Eastern Mediterranean, and later of Rome, the le 


ranean—the one charged by Christ to tend His sheep (Jn 20:16) 


Christ, our universal Shepherd and Overseer (lit., 





2:18-24 This advice to servants is applicable to all who are em 
for service and for our response to mistreatment. H 
self on our behalf, by whose stripes you were heal 


2:22 No washing away of sins was necessary for Christ, who did no sin. His 














lives: Submissive to Husbands =. 

Wives, likewise, be submissive to your 

own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may 
be won by the conduct of their wives,t 
2when they observe your chaste conduct 
accompanied by fear. ?Do not let your 
adornment be merely outward—arranging 
the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 
apparel— ‘rather let it be the hidden per- 


Fd 
C 


i son of the heart, with the incorruptible 
l8Servants, be submissive to your masters | 


beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
very precious in the sight of God. ®For in 
this manner, in former times, the holy 
women who trusted in God also adorned 
themselves, being submissive to their own 
husbands, ĉas Sarah obeyed Abraham, call- 
ing him lord, whose daughters you are if 
you do good and are not afraid with any 
terror, 


~ Husbands: Honor Your Wives 7- 


‘Husbands, likewise, dwell with them 
with understanding, giving honor to the 


wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being 


heirs together of the grace of life, that your 


prayers may not be hindered. 


- Christians: Bless Others 7 


‘Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as broth- 
ers, be tenderhearted, be courteous:at 9not 
returning evil for evil or reviling for revil- 
ing, but on the contrary blessing, knowing 


2:21 #NU-Text reads you. ÞNU-Text and M-Text 
read you. 2:22 4Isaiah 53:9 2:95 aGreek 
Episkopos 3:8 4NU-Text reads humble. 


ployed by another. Christ is our example 


e is shown to be the Suffering Servant, offering Him- 
ed (v. 24; see Is 53), 


Washing was done for us, 


: did not spare His own Son, that in His bod i 
crucify our passions. For Christ died for us that we might live in His renew pee UNE 


2:25 Peter—according to tradition the first bishop of Antioch, the 


ed body. 


for bishops and priests are not two different orders in the NT. 


part of their wives, but are to reciproca 
sacramental union, not merely of legal 
band and wife are heirs together of the 
one’s spouse even affects one’s relations 
3:8-12 Our behavior today has conse 


uences for the future. T rehi : 
express God's graciousness to the anti Naya Gee Church as a corporate priesthood 


re 


in the first century or the 

-have the power to call her 

uperior conduct on the 

| ge of marriage is one of 

eritance customs of the time, hus- 
Ne with understanding with 


is to 
7:12). 
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that you may 


nat VOU were called to this, 
herit a blessing. For 





«He who would love life 
And see good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips from speaking deceit. 
upet him turn away from evil and do 
good; 
Let him seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the LORD are on the 
righteous, 
And His ears are open to their prayers; 
But the face of the LORD is against 
those who do evil.” 


«~ Suffering for Righteousness s7 
And who ts he who will harm you if you 
become followers of what is good?t !4But 
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid 


_ of their threats, nor be troubled.” 5But 


sanctify the Lord God? in your hearts, and 


always be ready to give a defense to every- | 


one who asks you a reason’for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear:t 
‘having a good conscience, that when they 


` defame you as evildoers, those who revile 


your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed. !7For it is better, if it is the will of 


God, to suffer for doing good than for 





| 





doing evyil.t 


s Involved in Christ’s Suffering > 
‘For Christ also suffered once for sins, 


| the just for the unjust, that He might bring | 


Us* to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive by the Spirit,t by whom 
also He went and preached to the spirits in 
Drison, who formerly were disobedient, 
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A Lo 


when once the Divine longsuffering waited? 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was 





| being prepared, in which a few, that is, 


eight souls, were saved through water. 


There is also an antitype which now saves 


us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science toward God), through the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ,t 22who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, an- 
gels and authorities and powers having 
been made subject to Him. 


s Crucifying Passions = 
Therefore, since Christ suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves also with 

the same mind, for he who has suffered in 
the flesh has ceased from sin,t 2that he no 


longer should live the rest of his time in the 


flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of 
God.?For we have spent enough of our past 
lifetime’ in doing the will of the Gentiles— 
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunk- 
enness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries. 4In regard to these, 
they think it strange that you do not run 
with them in the same flood of dissipation, 


| speaking evil of you. °They will give an ac- 


count to Him who is ready to judge the liv- 
ing and the dead. ®For this reason the 
gospel was preached also to those who are 


| dead, that they might be judged according 


to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit.t 

3:124Psalm 33:13-17 3:14Isaiah 8:12, 

3:15 8NU-Text reads Christ as Lord. 3:18 4NU- 
Text and M-Text read you. 3:20®NU-Text and 
M-Text read when the longsuffering of God 
waited patiently. 4:1®NU-Text omits for us. 

4:3 aNU-Text reads time. 


3:13-17 As the royal priesthood follows Christ in His obedience and His mercifulness, so it follows Him 


N His suffering. 


"15A challenge to all—clergy and laity alike—to answer when asked about our hope in Christ with 


ekness and fear. 


‘17 Not all our suffering comes about because we have been righteous. 


18-20 As Noah preached righteou 
*© does Christ. Christ descended to 


21, 22 The Flood is an OT mystery of salvat 
b ty—not so much saved from the water, as 
dig sm the resurrected Christ, having ta 
Mg Though Peter refers here to sp 
0 fre excessive drinking along with unspea 
he “lous deities—there can be no 
te dition from which many of us ha 
The dead are most likely those preach 


€ might deliver them from death. As Christ fearlessly 


“ough Him can confidently face mockers and tormentors—and, 
ion of the human race. Noah was saved from a godless 


through the water from evil. For through the water of 
ken His place in heaven itself, gives us a clean conscience. 
ecific activities and vices prevalent in that day in Asia Minor— 
kable practices took place in connection with the worship 
doubt of the direct application of this passage to our own day and 
ve come into the Kingdom. 

ed to “in prison” in Hades (3:19), 


sness, suffered unjustly, and rescued those who were with him, so 
those in darkness and death that light might shine on them and 


faced His tormentors, death, and hell, so we 
yes, bring His light to them. 
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I PETER 4:7 


= Prepare for Heaven by Serving =: 

‘But the end of all things is at hand: 
therefore be serious and watchful in your 
prayers.t 8And above all things have fer- 
vent love for one another, for “love will 
cover a multitude of sins.”*® 9Be hospitable 
to one another without grumbling. !%As 
each one has received a gift, minister it to 
one another, as good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God. "If anyone speaks, let 
him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability 
which God supplies, that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belong the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 








s. Prepare for the End by Sufiering .= 

2Beloved, do not think it strange cón- 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to 


you;t but rejoice to the extent that you | 


partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when 
His glory is revealed, you may also be glad 
with exceeding joy. !4If you are reproached 
for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you.? On their part He is blasphemed: but 
on your part He is glorified. But let none 
of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evil- 
doer, or as a busybody in other people’s 
matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Chris- 
tian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter. 

'7For the time has come for judgment to 
begin at the house of God; and if it begins 
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with us first, what will be the end of those 
who do not obey the gospel of God?* '*Now 


“If the righteous one is scarcely saved, 
Where will the ungodly and the sinner 
appear?” 


'’Therefore let those who suffer according 
to the will of God commit their souls to 
Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 


æ Suffering as the Church -7 
The elders who are among you I ex- 
hort, I who am a fellow elder and a wit- 
ness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that will be revealed:t 
2Shepherd the flock of God which is among 
you, serving as overseers, not by compul- 
sion but willingly, not for dishonest gain 


but eagerly; noras being lords over those 


entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock:t tand when the Chief Shepherd ap- 
pears, you will receive the crown of glory 
that does not fade away. | | 

Likewise you younger people, submit 


_ yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 
submissive to one another, and be clothed 


with humility, for 


“God resists the pro ud, 
But gives grace to the humble.’at 





| 4:8 Proverbs 10:12 ~ 4:1448NU-Text omits the 


rest of this verse. 4:16*NU-Text reads name. 
4:18 "Proverbs 11:30 5:2 @NU-Text adds accord- 
ing to God. 5:5®Proverbs 3:34 | 


4:7-11 Whatever gifts God has given to His people are to be used for the glory of God and in a spirit of 


love (see Rom 12:4-10; 1Co 12—14). 


4:12, 13 The fiery trial is the suffering of tribulations that tempt us to unfaithfulness, to the ruin of our 
faith, God's people have always suffered unjustly, but in baptism the sufferings in which we partake are 
those of Christ Himself, which will ultimately bring great joy (v. 13). | 

4:17-19 Slander and persecution purify the Church for judgment, but persecutors and the ungodly 

(v. 18) are heaping up condemnation for themselves. The severity of the present judgment of the righ- 
teous is evidence that the ungodly face a fearsome fate. Christians who suffer can always be confident 


that God is faithful (v. 19) and good. 


3:1-4 (See Jn 21:15-17.) From Christ Himself and throughout the history of the Church, these words 
have been delivered in exhortation to the shepherds or leaders of the flock (v. 2). Pastoral work is to be 
undertaken willingly and cheerfully, with neither financial gain nor power in mind. For faithful service 
Is rendered on behalf of Christ, the Chief Shepherd (v. 4), and awaits an eternal crown of glory. 

5:3 (See Mk 10:42-45; 2Co 4:5.) Those entrusted to you (Gr. kleron) means those who have “the inheri- 
tance”; the word is the source of the English “clergy.” In the OT the Levites were the k/eros; their 
inheritance was the Lord, In the NT all are k/eros, a royal priesthood, equally inheriting the Lord. While- 
there are “orders” of clergy in the Church—bishops, presbyters, deacons—a separation or isolation 


between priests and laity is unknown in the NT. 


5:5-7 Humility is the foundation of virtue; it is learned through submission and obedience to godly 
elders. In submitting to one another, we humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God (see 


1Th 5:12, 13; Heb 13:7, 17), i 
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sTherefore humble yourselves under the | 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
n due time, ‘casting all your care upon 
yim, for He cares for you. 

‘Be sober, be vigilant; because® your ad- 
versary the devil walks about like a roaring | 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.t "Resist 
nim, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same Sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world. !°But may? the 
God of all grace, who called us? to. His eter- 
nal glory by ike: Jesus, after you have suf- | p HUTTE Cane TEE 

hilo ar . wae | oO INU- fext an -lext om ecause. 
Bee eyo OTOL re an 5:10 *NU-Text reads But the God of all grace... 


ge will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. you. "NU-Text and M-Text read you. 


| I PETER 5:14 
œ Farewell and Greeting = 

By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I 
consider him, I have written to you briefly, 
exhorting and testifying that this is the true 
grace of God in which you stand. 

\3She who is in Babylon, elect together 
with you, greets you; and so does Mark my 
son.t !4Greet one another with a kiss of love. 

Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.t | | 











5:8-9 The devil and his angels do explore us individually, looking for our weaknesses. The enemy offers 
appealing visions to Our eyes, music to ourears, to eachi of our senses setting forth whatever might 
tempt us to sin. He arouses our tongues to speaking evil about others and urges our hands to injure 
them. He sets forth profits to be earned by shady and immoral means and holds out earthly honors and 
false values to be preferred to heavenly ones. When he'is unable to tempt us, he brings fortha threat 
of persecution so that fear may cause us to betray the faith.. Thus we are always alert for his many- 
faceted attacks, ready to resist him at every turn. i 
5:13 Babylon here is almost certainly a reference to ancient Rome, like the more ancient Babylon (itself 
of no significance in the days of the early Church) a source of confusion and tribulation for the people 
of God. Peter himself was martyred in Rome. | 
5:14 The kiss of love, or of peace, is here already a liturgical practice. In St: John Chrysostom’s liturgy, 
the kiss of peace occurs between the Great Entrance and the Creed; historically the entire Church took 
part in it. This embrace signifies forgiveness, reconciliation, and banishment of every remembrance of 
injury. It recalls the command of Christ, “If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First 
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift" (Mt 5:23, 24). | 

, = - =[]= 
5:6-14 This passage is read on April 25, the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist. 














eat 101— —While the Orthodox for is clear on the canonicity of 2 Peter, 


some modern scholars consider the letter to be pseudonymous, that is, 
written by someone else based on what Peter taught. However, internal 


evidence supports Peter's authorship. 


— e—Given Peters authorship, the date is wie AD 63-67, during Peter's 


~~ 


imprisonment in Rome. 
Major The me ue: knowledge LET) ichough the world 
disbelieves, deceives and mocks, Christians must: maintain apostolic doctrine 
and an orthodox Christian way of life. We are to grow continually in holiness 
and virtue and pursue an entrance into “the everlasting kingdom” (ii: 11) 
which is to come. ES Bene | 
: Bac keround—Of the 27 N ew ‘Testament books, the canonicity of 2 Peter 
has been questioned most. However, there is unmistakable evidence it was 
known and used in the cany Church, and its canonicity was settled in the 


fourth century. 





«. 





Peter apparently wrote ‘Rig pe Epistle from Romai imprisonment. The 
people addressed know the author (1: 16) and seem to be Gentiles, former 
pagans, in territory evangelized by Paul (2:18, 20-22; 3:15, 16). 


The Church has been infiltrated by gnostic-sounding, antinomian (lit., 
“against the law”) teachers, who taught that faith saves apart from 
repentance, works, or virtue. They deny that the Second Coming is a 
physical, historical event and that morality is irrelevant to salvation. The 
whole Church is threatened, especially the new converts; some have already 


fallen away. 


Outline 

= I. Greetings (1;1, 2) 

Il, True Knowledge Deifies Us (1:3-21) 
A, Deification: partaking of God (1:3-11) 
B, True knowledge of God (1:12-21) 

III. False Knowledge Destroys Us (2:1-22) 
A. The methods of false teachers (2: 1-3) 
B. The end of false teachers (2;4—9) 
C. The character of false teachers (2: mae V. Concluding Doxology (3: 18) 
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D. The tragedy of apostasy (2:20-22) 
[V. The Doctrine at Issue: The Second Coming 
(3:1-17) 
A. Certainty of the Second Coming brings 
comfort (3:1-10) 
B. Expectation of the Second Coming 
produces virtue (3:11-17) 
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æ Greeting s7 


Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle 
of Jesus Christ, 


_ diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge,t Sto knowledge self-control, to 
self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, ‘to godliness brotherly kindness, 
and to brotherly kindness love. ŝFor if these 
things are yours and abound, you will be 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.t 9For he who 
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to 
blindness, and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins.t 

l0Therefore, brethren, be even more dili- 
gent to make your call and election sure, for 
if you do these things you will never stum- 
ble;4 ||for so an entrance will be supplied to 
you abundantly into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.t 


To those who have obtained like precious 
faith with us by the righteousness of our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ:t 


« Partakers of the Divine Nature s7 


24Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
- Lord,t 8as His divine power has given to us | 
all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the Knowledge of Him who called 
us by glory and virtue,t ‘by which have 
been given to us exceedingly great and pre- 
cious promises, that through these you may 
be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust.t 

‘But also for this very reason, giving all 


=, 


æ Pursue God 7- 
12For this reason I will not be negligent to 
remind you always of these things, though 


1:1 Whereas, 1 Peter introduces the author simply as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,” 2 Peter adds 
Simon, the pre-Christian name of Peter, and a bondservant. God refers to Jesus Christ (as in Tts 2:13). 
What Peter teaches in this letter is apostolic consensus: like precious faith with us. He reminds and ex- 
horts his hearers to full Christian belief and virtue. 
1:2 Gnostics, who were infiltrating the church, taught they had access to a special knowledge, 
unknown by ordinary people. Peter teaches the true knowledge of God, and it is in the Church this 
knowledge is found. | 
1:3 Peter assures us we have no need for anything other than what we have received. For God has 
given us His energy (life) and His personal presence (godliness, or piety, devotion), both of which we 
May grow in. Virtue (Gr. arete) may also be translated as “excellence” or “power.” It is spiritual and 
moral excellence attained by vigorous and courageous faith. 
1:4 Being renewed by God's power, we become partakers of the divine nature. This does not mean we 
eccome divine by nature. If we participated in God's essence, the distinction between God and man 
Would be abolished. What this does mean is that we participate in God's energy, described by a number 
of terms in scripture, such as glory, life, love, virtue, and power. We are to become like God by His 
grace, and truly His adopted children, but never become God by nature. According to some church fa- 
thers, this especially occurs through the Eucharist, for when Christ's Body and Blood become one with 
ours, we become Christ-bearers and partakers of the divine nature. 

"We that are made worthy to participate in Him [the Holy Spirit] through faith in Christ are brought 
t0 perfection as participants of the divine nature, and are said to be born of God, and on that account 
àre given the title gods, not flying up to the glory above us by grace alone, but as already having God 
dwelling and taking lodging in us, according to what is set forth in the Prophet, ‘I shall dwell among 
them and walk about in their midst’ (Lv 26:12; 2Co 6,16)" (CyrAl). 

1:5-7 How do we who know Christ grow in our participation in the divine nature through grace? By 
ihe cultivation of a progression of spiritual realities. As in v. 3, virtue refers to the vigor and courage 
“Mind attaining moral excellence. Love (v. 7) is adjoined to brotherly kindness (affection among Chris- 
tians), for love of God cannot be perfected except through love of one’s neighbor (see 1Jn 4:20). 


8 Thi gnosis, as also in v. 1) is not primarily mental but spiritual and personal. It is 
perience dei aa aithiand bear good fruit in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
ts Gnostics claimed to know God without becoming godlike. Peter makes it plain this is not Christian, 
"We reach participation with God through the increase of spiritual virtues, not the absence of them. 
pT €, as with all eschatological warnings in the NT, admittance to God's Kingdom is conditioned by a 
àith that exhibits perseverance and holiness. kin 
11 The primary truth with which Peter is dealing (which he has only indirectly touched upon to this 
Point) i the second coming of Christ and His Ah kingdom. 
re ef] e 


1:10-19 This passage is read on August 6, the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. 
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al Deification is the ancient theological word used to describe the process by which a 

| Ko Christian becomes more like God. St. Peter speaks of this process when he writes, “As 
(i Mis divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness . . . you may 

\~ be partakers of the divine nature” (1:3, 4). 

ae What does it mean to partake of the divine nature, and how do we experience this? 

To give an answer, let us first address what deification is not, and then describe what it is. 

What detfication is not. When the Church calls us to pursue godliness, to be more like 

God, this does not mean that-human beings, become divine. We do not become like God in 

His nature. That would not only be heresy, it would be impossible. For we are human, always 
have been human, and always will be human: We cannot take on the nature of God. 


St. John of Damascus makes a remarkable observation. The word “God” in the Scriptures 
refers not to the divine nature or-essence} for that is unknowable. “God” refers rather to the 
divine energies—the power and grace of God that we can perceive in this world. The Greek 
word for God, theos, comes from a verb meaning “run,” “see,” or “burn.” These are energy 
words, so to speak, not essence words. , Trent 


In John 10:34, Jesus, quoting Psalm 81:6, repeats the passage, “You are gods.” The fact 
that He was speaking to a group of hypocritical religious leaders who were accusing Him of i 
blasphemy makes the meaning doubly, clear: Jesus is not using “god” to refer to divine nature. 
We are gods in that we-bear His image, not His nature. | 

What deification ts. Deificaticn. means we-are-to-become-more like God through His. grace 
or divine energies. In creation, humans were made in the image and likeness of God (Gn 1:26) 
according to: human nature. In other words, humanity by nature is an icon or image of deity: 
The divine image ‘is in all humanity. Through sin, however, this image and likenéss of God was 
marred, and we fell. aya - 

When the Son of God assumed our humanity in the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary, 
the process of our being renewed in God’s image and likeness was begun. Thus, those who are 
joined to Christ, through faith, in Holy Baptism begin a process of re-creation, being renewed. 
in God’s image and likeness. We become, as St. Peter writes, “partakers of the divine nature” 
(1:4). ig MAE a 

Because of the Incarnation of the Son of God, because the fullness of God has inhabited 
human flesh, being joined to Christ means that it is again possible to experience deification; 
the fulfillment of our human destiny. That is, through union with Christ, we become by grace 
what God is by nature—we “become ‘children of God” (Jn 1:12). His deity interpenetrates our 
humanity. | RATE BUEN | 

_ Historically, deification has often been illustrated by the example of a sword in the fire. A 

steel sword is thrust into a hot fire until the sword takes on a red glow. The energy of the fire 
interpenetrates the sword, The sword never becomes fire, but it picks up the properties of fire. 

By application, the divine energies interpenetrate the human nature of Christ. When 
we are joined to Christ, our humanity is interpenetrated with the energies of God 
through Christ’s glorified flesh, Nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ; we partake 
of the grace of God—His strength, His righteousness, His love and are enabled to 
serve Him and glorify Him. Thus we, being human, are being deified | 
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you know and are established in the pres- 
ent truth. l3Yes, I think it is right, as long as 
jam in this tent, to stir you up by remind- 
ing you,t “Knowing that shortly I must put 
off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ 
showed me. Moreover I will be careful to 
ensure that you always have a reminder of 
these things after my decease. 


~. The Apostles’ Report Is True .= 
i6For we did not follow cunningly devised 
fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His 


= majesty.t "For He received from God the 


























Father honor and glory when such a voice 
came to Him from the Excellent Glory: 
‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 'SAnd we heard this voice which 


came from heaven when we were with Him 
= onthe holy mountain. 


~ Interpreting Prophecy = 
94nd so we have the prophetic word 
confirmed, which you do well to heed as 
alight that shines in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in 


your hearts:t 2°knowing this first, that no 








2 PETER 2:5 











prophecy of Scripture is of any private in- 
terpretation,4 2!for prophecy never came 
by the will of man, but holy men of God? 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit. 

«a The Deceptions of False Teachers 7- 
But there were also false prophets 
among the people, even as there will be 

false teachers among you, who will secretly 


bring in destructive heresies, even denying 


the Lord who bought them, and bring on 
themselves swift destruction.t 2And many 
will follow their destructive ways, because 
of whom the way of truth will be blas- 
phemed. *By covetousness they will exploit 
you with deceptive words; for a long time 
their judgment has not been idle, and their 
destruction does? not slumber. 


<= The Doom of False Teachers 7- 
4For if God did not spare the angels who 


sinned, but cast them down to hell and de- 


livered them into chains of darkness, to be 


reserved for judgment;' °and did not spare 


1:192Or We also have the more sure prophetic 
word. 1:20°Or origin 1:21 4NU-Text reads but 
men spoke from God. — 2:32M-Text reads will not. 





1:13 People live in a tent when on a journey or at war. As long as we are in this body, we live in- 
“tents,” which bear witness to the long journey of life and to the ongoing battle against enemy forces 


of darkness. 


1:16-18 Peter has been an eyewitness to the majesty of Christ in many ways—and here reminds us es- 
pecially that he was one of those present with the Lord on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-8). 


What Peter is going to repeat abo 
tressed by the eyewitness testim 
Gnostics propounded. In all the 
toming of Christ in glory. | 


ut the second coming is the common apostolic tradition, which is but- 
ony of the apostles. It is not an elaborate scheme of fables, such as the 
Gospel accounts, the Transfiguration is a proof and foretaste of the 


1:19-21 The testimony of the apostles both confirms prophetic word (v, 19) concerning the second com- 
Ng and shows us how to interpret prophecy. Just as Scripture (v. 20) was not written by the mere voli- 


Hon of men but by the inspirati 
duided by the Holy Spirit. Hereti 
H we of v. 19) are guided by t 
n € Church, founded by the apost 
; a bank, deposited with her [the 
veryone who wishes, draws rt | 
are thieves and robbers, That is why it is surel 
ligence the things pertaining to the church, 
a3 Peter now reaches his main concer 
€ arrogant, sensual, and greedy (he dea 
Ny accountability in their lives. Isolating thems 

! their own “private interpretations, 
ale authority of Christ over us. But as 
ne God's past judgments indicat 
he life to come, We already have 

of pest Part of hell (Gr. tartarus) whi 
eretics; (1) immorality, (2) 

Wh oah is a preacher of righteo 


disdain for authority, 
usness (v. 5), in part because by doing righteous deeds he showed to all 


° saw him how life ought to be lived (see Heb 11:7), | 


on of the Holy Spirit (v. 21), so Scripture is to be interpreted by holy men 
cs (ch. 2) and unstable Christians (3:16) interpret incorrectly. The apostles 
he Holy Spirit, trusting in the promise of true interpretation (Jn 16:13). 
les, likewise receives the Holy Spirit. “For the apostles, like a rich man 
Church] most copiously everything which pertains to the truth. And 
from her the drink of life. For she is the entrance to life, while all the rest 

y necessary to avoid them, while cherishing with the utmost 
and to lay hold of the tradition of truth” (Iren). 

n; false teachers who are unholy and communicate heresy. They 
ls with them in much the same way as does Jude) but they 
elves from apostolic doctrine concerning Christ, they 

" misconstruing doctrines about the second coming and the ulti- 
deceivers, they teach as though they possess true apostolicity. 

e what awaits the heretics: He will divide the holy from the unholy 
the example of the angels who sinned (v. 4), imprisoned in the 

le awaiting the final judgment, Verse 10 repeats the two main sins 


especially that of Christ. 


2 PETER 2:6 


the ancient world, but 
eight people, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood on the world of the 
ungodly; °and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned 
them to destruction, making them an ex- 
ample to those who afterward would live 
ungodly; ‘and delivered righteous Lot, who 
was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the 
wicked ŝ(for that righteous man, dwelling 
among them, tormented his righteous soul 
from day to day by seeing and hearing 
their lawless deeds)— then the Lord 
knows how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations and to reserve the unjust 
under punishment for the day of judgment, 





e 


œ. The Depravity of False Teachers .= 


land especially those who walk accord- 
ing to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness 
and despise authority. They are presumptu- 
ous, self-willed. They are not afraid to 
speak evil of dignitaries, |'whereas angels, 
who are greater in power and might, do not 
bring a reviling accusation against them 
before the Lord. 

2But these, like natural brute. beasts 
made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil 


of the things they do not understand, and | 
will utterly perish in their own corruption,t | 


Sand will receive the wages of unrigh- 
teousness, as those who count it pleasure to 
carouse in the daytime. They are spots and 
blemishes, carousing in their own decep- 
tions while they feast with you, 'thaving 
eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease 


a heart trained in covetous practices, and 
are accursed children. !“They have forsaken 
the right way and gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved 
the wages of unrighteousness; !“but he was 
rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey 
speaking with a man’s voice restrained the 
madness of the prophet. 

"These are wells without water, clouds? 


1694- 


saved Noah, one of | carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved 


| forever, 
ing. 2:22 4Proverbs 26:11 









the blackness of darkness forever.” 


e The Tragedy of Apostasy 7- 


\8For when they speak great swelling 
words of emptiness, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the 
ones who have actually escaped’ from 
those who live in error. '*While they prom- 
ise them liberty, they themselves are slaves 
of corruption; for by whom a person is 
overcome, by him also he is brought into 
bondage.t 2°For if, after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled in them 
and overcome, the latter end is worse for 
them than the beginning. 2!For it would 
have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than hav- 
ing known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered to them. 22But it has 
happened to them according to the true 
proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” 
and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallow- 
ing in the mire.” 


=. Where Is His Coming? = 


Beloved, I now write to you this second 

epistle (in both of which I stir up your 
pure minds by way of reminder), 2that you 
may be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of 
the commandment of us, the apostles of 
the Lord and Savior, *knowing this first: 
that scoffers will come in the last days, 


from sin, enticing unstable souls, They have | W@!King according to their own lusts, tand 


saying, “Where is the promise of His com- 
ing? For since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of creation.”’t 5For this they will- 





2:17 4NU-Text reads and mists. »NU-Text omits 
2:18 *NU-Text reads are barely escap- 
3:2 ANU-Text and 
M-Text read commandment of the apostles of 
your Lord and Savior or commandment of your 
apostles of the Lord and Savior. 


2:12-17 False teachers are condemned for both their words and their actions. Those who are natural 
cannot understand spiritual things (1Co 2:14) and will be destroyed, as false prophets have been in the 
past. For the story of Balaam (v. 15), see Nm 22:1—25:9; 31:8, 16; Dt 23:4, 5; Jos 13:22; Jude 11. 

2:19 A common misunderstanding of liberty or freedom is to see it as standing apart from all moral 
restraints, to say there is no such thing as sin. But this results in slavery of the worst kind, bondage to 


egotistic and sensual passions, True Christian freedom begins 


with freedom from sin, freedom from im- 


moral activity, A Christian is called to live in purity in an impure world. 

3:4 “Mt is clear to all who love His coming that the mind must be controlled rather moderately in this 
conjecture. We must surmise neither that the aforesaid day of the Lord is near and will come quite 
quickly, nor again that it is coming too slowly. But we should be diligent in seeing to this alone: that 
whether it comes sooner or later, it may find us ready when it does come” (Bede). | 
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fully forget: that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of water and in the water, ®by which the 
world that then existed perished, being 
flooded with water. ‘But the heavens and 
the earth which are now preserved by the 
same word, are reserved for fire until the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 


men. 

sBut, beloved, do not forget this one 
thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. Ihe Lord is not slack concerning 


His promise, aS some count slackness, but | UES | 
which are some things hard to understand, 


is longsuffering toward us, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance.? 


æ. Purified by Waiting -7 

But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments will melt with fervent heat; both the 
earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up.t !!'Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought you to be in holy conduct 


and godliness, !*looking for and hastening | 


the coming of the day of God, because of 


which the heavens will be dissolved, being | 









vent heat? '3Nevertheless we, according to 
His promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells.t 


~. The Truth of Apostolic Teaching =- 

‘4Therefore, beloved, looking forward to 
these things, be diligent to be found by Him 
in peace, without spot and blameless; !°and 
consider that the longsuffering of our Lord 
is salvation—as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, 
has written to you,? !®as also in all his epis- 
tles, speaking in them of these things, in 


which untaught and unstable people twist 


to their own destruction, as they do also the 


rest of the Scriptures.t 

I7You therefore, beloved, since you know 
this beforehand, beware lest you also fall 
from your own steadfastness, being led 
away with the error of the wicked;t '8but 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To Him be the glory both now and forever. 
Amen. 


3:9 ®NU-Text reads you. 
laid bare (literally found). 


3:10 #NU-Text reads 





3:9 These words are not just for the false teachers, but for us all. We are granted more time primarily 
to grant us fuller repentance. (See v. 15; 2Co 7:9, 10.) 

3:10-12 Because this world will pass away, we ought to be holy (v. 11) and godly, living as citizens of 
the new heaven and earth. Christians can actually hasten the coming of that day. How? Through evan- 
gelism (Mt 24:14: Mk 13:10), prayer (especially the Lord's Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come”), holy living 

(IPt 2:12), and repentance and obedience (Acts 3:19-21). 

3:13 Not other heavens and earth, but the same ones transfigured for the better. For a beautiful 
Prophetic description of the new heaven and earth, see Rev 21—22 and Is 65:17-25. 

3:15 Longsuffering can be salvation only if our salvation in Christ includes a lifelong process of matur- 
ng. 


3:16 The author knows of a collection of Paul’s letters and regards it as equal in authority to Scripture, 
that is, to the OT. This is the first indication of the collection of an NT canon. 

3:17, 18 The danger of deception is high for everyone. The defense against deception is to stay con- 
nected to the true apostles (v. 17) and to their doctrines, which encourage our growth in the knowl- 


êdge of our Lord .. . Jesus Christ (v. 18). 
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Aik ae ee the Apostle pie of ine Buda of jonny. First John is so _ 
similar to the Gospel of John in language, style, and theology that few have 
ever disputed that the two books were written by the same man. i 





E 


í Date—The letter cannot be dated with certainty. Its Smila to Johti’s 
G 


Bot the presence among the recipients of a Christianized form of 
gnosticism, and the apparent age of its: author suggest a time late in John’s 
life, about the same time as. he wrote his gospel (AD 90—95). s 


Major Theme = Tests 0 of true Christian life. Jesus Christ, the Incarnate God, 
_reveals.the light (1:5— 7), love (4:7=11), and life (5:11-13) of the Father, as- 
contrasted with the darkness (1:6), hatred (2:9=11), and death (5:12) of the 
present world. First John is a commentary on the reality of baptism, . 
chrismation, and the Eucharist in our lives. Subthemes include: © =. o- j 





-— i 


(1) Our communion with God and with each other 
_ (2) The close relationship of faith, love, ahedicace. and ite, eet 
(3) The close relationship between Jove of God. and loye of others | Sé 
(4) The crucial importance of holding, true faith sain konini Aei á 


(5) A stark, eschatological Contrast. between t the children of God and the. 
children of the world | 3 went: (ODE? oh DRET 


Back round—First John is a: polere against two identifiable groups: 5 (a) false 
teachers with a gnostic bent; and (b) former members of the Church who 
were a threat to the faith of those remaining (2: 27; 3: 7). The polemic i is 

~~ mostly pastoral and positive, to protect God's people. While the addressee is 
not mentioned, this may be an encyclical to John’s d diocese of Asia. : 








I. Introduction: The Apostolic Witness to the B. Love one another (3:10—24) 
Incarnation (1:1—4) C. Confess that Jesus is God in the flesh 
IT. Live in the Light (1:5—2:27) (4:16) 
A. Walk in the light of confessed sin IV. Live in Love and Faith (4:7—5:13) 
(1:5—2:2) | A. God’s love becomes our love (4:7—5:3) 
B. Keep Christs commands of love (2:3-17) B. Faith brings strength and life (5:4—13) 
C. Remain in the true teaching about V. Summary: Live in God (5:14—21) 
Christ (2:18—27) A. Pray according to God's will (5:14-17) 
III. Live as God’s Children (2:28—4:6) B. Separate from sin and evil (5:18, 19) 


A. Be iş righteous 2:2 28—3: 29) C. Live in ia janie Christ Ha Ai 
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< Introduction: The Incarnation m 


That which was from the beginning 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
ypon, and our hands have handled, con- 
cerning the Word of life—t 2the life was 


manifested, and we have seen, and bear | 


witness, and declare to you that eternal life 
which was with the Father and was mani- 
fested to us—t “that which we have seen 
and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus: Christ:t And these things we 
write to you that your@ joy may be full.t 


~. Walk in the Light: Confession =~ 
SThis is the message which we. have 
heard from Him and declare to you, that 
God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all.t §If we say that we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth.t 7But if we walk in 





| 
the light as He is in the light, we have fel- 


UJOHN 2:3 


lowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. %If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. If we say that we 
have not sinned; we make Him a liar, and 
His word is not in us. i 


=. Keep God’s Commandments of Love 7> 


My little children, these things I write 
to you, so that you may not sin. And if 


anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
| Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He 


Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the whole 
world. ~ : 

3Now by this we know that we know 





1:44@NU-Text and M-Text read our. 


1:1-4 Contrary to heretics, who claim communion (koinonia) directly with God through “spiritual” 
(non-material) means, John teaches communion with God through the Incarnate Son. Especially in view 
here is the Eucharist, where the physicality of Christ is repulsive to the heretics. | 


1:1 We means the apostles. j 
distinction between divine revelation (which was f 


sensory perception (heard, seen, looked upon, handled ! . 
divine (from the beginning, the Word of life) and hu- 


John’s clarity of teaching on Christ's two natures. 


Their testimony is true, not that of the false apostles. While John makes a 
rom the beginning, the Word of life) and human 


), he has no problem connecting them. Note 


man (heard, seen, handled) (see Lk 24:39; Jn 1:14; 20:27, 28). | 


"When [ohn] says: ‘which was from the beginning, Jon tion | 
‘Was,’ therefore, indicates eternity without begin- 


ne with the Father in regard to equality of substance, is 
isted is signified by the words: ‘In the beginning was 


ning of the Son, who is coexistent with the Father. 
ning, just as the Word Himself, the Son, being o 
eternal and uncreated. That the Word always ex 
the Word [Jn 1:1]’” (ClemA). | 
1:2 The divinity of Jesus was manifested in His 
1:3 Koinonia (Gr) is far more than fellowship. It 
ife of Christ. Fellowship with us r 
apostolic Church. It is inconceivable to 
or that fellowship not be founded on 
is Son Jesus Christ) and on sacrament 
V4 See Jn 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; Php 2:2: 
1:5 For John, light is divine energy man! 
or), and communion with God in t 
darkness is our love for God, a strong, 
1:6—2:2 John addresses three false gn 
1) Union with God is indifferent to sin 
"Ith God cannot sin (1;10—2:2). l 
John answers; (1) Faith must be evidenc 
‘6, where truth is a right relationship wit 
ust seek forgiveness and cleansing for sin 
(2) Sin does exist. and the practice of cont 
Ness (y, 9). (3) Though we do sin, We shou 
A sinning (v, 7). 


' he touches upon the generation without begin- 


life, especially His teaching and His miracles (see Jn 2:11). 
is our personal participation with other believers in the 
efers to communion—especially eucharistic communion—within the 
John that the Church not be one and united (see Jn 17:11, 20, 21) 
doctrine (the theological implication of with the Father and with 
(the liturgical implication of koinonia). 


fested as truth (true doctrine), virtue and holiness (true behav- 
he Church (true spirituality). The strongest of all weapons against 
vibrant relationship with Him. 

ostic teachings on light. Their intertwined errors are that 

(vv. 6, 7); (2) sin does not exist (vv. 8, 9); and (3) one in union 


ed by works, that is, must produce purity (practice the truth, 
h God manifested in a holy and righteous life). And faith 
(the blood of Jesus Christ. . . cleanses us from all sin, v. 7). 
ession is the established basis for growth toward righteous- 
id strive not to. Salvation in Christ is a process, in part toward 
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al Perhaps the most misunderstood sacrament of the Christian Church is confession. How 


© ©) did it originate? What role does a priest play? Is there a special procedure for confession? 
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Concerning our sins, God’s Word gives a marvelous promise: “If we confess our 


œ sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1:9). The faithful are to bring their sins to God in repentance and receive cleansing and 
forgiveness. 

The early Christian community had a specific practice in this regard. People would stand 
and confess their sins to God in the presence of the whole congregation! Had not Jesus en- 
couraged His followers to walk in the light together, to confront problems corporately, to “tell 
it to the church” (Mt 18:17)? Thus, James writes, “Confess your trespasses to one another” 
(Jam 5:16). But as time went on and the Church grew in numbers, strangers came to visit and 
public confession became more difficult. Out of mercy, priests began to witness confessions of 
sin privately on behalf of the Church. 

Jesus gave His disciples the authority to forgive sin. “If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sims of any, they are retained” (Jn 20:23; see also 
Mt 16:19). From the beginning, Christians understood that the grace of ordination endowed 
the shepherd of the flock with the discernment and compassion to speak the words of remis- 
sion on behalf of Christ regarding the sins of those who confess and turn from sin. For God 
has promised to remove sin from us “as far as the cast Is from the west” (Ps 102:12). 

“You did not choose Me,” Jesus told the Twelve, “but I chose you and appointed 
[ordained] you” (Jn 15:16). To these same disciples He promised, “It is not you who speak, 
but the Holy Spirit” (Mk 13:11). Whom God calls, He equips. Paul writes to Timothy, “Str 
up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands” (2Ti 1:6). It is the 
grace of the Holy Spirit that enables the priest to serve God and the people. 

Thus, the Church has encouraged her faithful: If you know you have committed a specific 
sin, do not hide it but confess it before coming to the Holy Eucharist. St. Paul wrote, “Let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (1Co 11:28), and 
“If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged” (1Co 11:31). 

King David learned a lesson regarding his sin that is recorded for our benefit. For about a 
year, he had hidden his sins of adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband 
(2Kg 11:1—12:13). Then, confronted by Nathan the prophet, David repented from his heart 
and confessed his sin ina psalm that is used for general confession to this day (Ps 50). The joy 
of salvation was restored to him. 

People ask, “Can’t I confess to God privately?” Certainly, though there is no clear biblical 
basis for it. Even general confession occurs in the Church. In His mercy, God provides the . 
sacrament of confession (more properly called the sacrament of repentance) to give us deliver- 
ance from sin and from what psychologists call denial, It is easy to pray in isolation yet never 
come clean. It is far more effective to confess aloud to God before a priest and benefit from 
his guidance and help. 

Thus, we come before the holy icon of Christ, to whom we confess, and are guided 
by our spiritual father in a cleansing inventory of our lives. When we tell God all, 
naming our sins and failures, we hear those glorious words of freedom that announce 
Christ’s promise of forgiveness of all our sins. We resolve to “go and sin no more” 





(Jn 8:11). A 
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| ° 0e redeemed, even though he may t! 
_ Many way have put off the darkness of 
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yim, if we keep His commandments.t 4He 
who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
snot in him. “But whoever keeps His word, 
truly the love of God is perfected in him. By 
this we Know that we are in Him. He who 
says he abides in Him ought himself also to 
walk just as He walked. 

7Brethren,? I write no new command- 
ment to you, but an old commandment 
which you have had from the beginning. 
The old commandment is the word which 
you heard from the beginning.» Again, a 
new commandment I write to you, which. 
thing is true in Him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing away, and the true light 
is already shining. 

He who says he is in the light, and hates 
his brother, is in darkness until now. !°He 
who loves his brother abides in the light, | 
and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
UBut he who hates his brother is in dark- 
ness and walks in darkness, and does not 
know where he is going, because the dark- | 
ness has blinded his eyes. 


I write to you, little children, 
Because your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake.t 
BI write to you, fathers, 
Because you have known Him who is 
from the beginning. 








23-11 The ancient gnostics held two false teachings on God's light: knowledge of God requires neither 
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[ JOHN 2:18 


Because you have overcome the 
wicked one. 
I write to you, little children, 
Because you have known the Father. 
4] have written to you, fathers, 
Because you have known Him who is 
from the beginning. 
I have written to you, young men, 
Because you are strong, and the 
word of God abides in you, 
And you have overcome the wicked 
one. 


150 not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.t !*For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is 
not of the Father but is of the world.t !7And 
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; 
but he who does the will of God abides for- 
ever. 


= The Truth: Jesus Is God 7- 
18] ittle children, it is the last hour; and as 


you have heard that the Antichrist is com- 
ing, even now many antichrists have come, 


2:7 °9NU-Text reads Beloved. "NU-Text omits 
from the beginning. 2:18®NU-Text omits the. 


(1) obedience (vv, 3-8) nor (2) love of others (vv. 9-11). John answers: 
(1) To know God is to obey Him. His commandments (vv. 3, 4) are not a legal code but life in Christ, 
the way of love (vv. 5, 6). Those outside of Christ will not become partakers of His life unless they, by 


God's grace, practice what He says. 


“In vain do we applaud Him whose commandments we do not 


een" (Bede: see also Lk 9:23: Jam 2:19). The new commandment is Christ's (v. 7), that we love as Christ 


loved (Jn 13:34; 15:12, 17). 
(2) To love God (to be in the light, 
5 brother to the font of life where he 


y love” (Bede), 
re In this poem of comf 
ttle children are the newly conv 


4.12 ather (v. 13). (2) Fathers, 
) and who know the Father (v Young men are those who war against the devil (w. 13, 14), 


e word of God (v. 14) living in them. 
fter the fall and under the dominion of Satan. It is creation no longer 
d dominated by inordinate passions (see Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13; 


0 Ís from the beginning (vv. 13, 14). (3) 
; 9 are strong (v. 14) and who have th 


ori 5 The world here is creation al 
Ic, ted toward God, but temporary an 
pe) 

bee The world distorts every f 
$0 aures of the flesh (physical p ; 
Bibli; Passions), and (3) inordinate posses 
tio Kcal ascetic practices—prayer, 

ùS and live lives of virtue. 


vv. 9, 10) is also to love each other. “Anyone who comes hating 

is to be reborn, to the cup of that precious blood whereby he is 
hink he is enlightened by the Lord, is still in darkness. He cannot 
his sins when he did not take care to put on the fundamentals 


ort and encouragement, John addresses three stages of Christian growth, 
snverted (see Lk 10:21), who see clearly that their sins are forgiven 


the mature in understanding, have known Him 


ealm of God's good creation (see Jam 1:13, 14), There are (1) sensual 
assions), (2) intellectual attainments and capacities of the eyes (the 
ions, power, and honors of life (the pride of human spirit). 
fasting, almsgiving (see Mt 6:1-18)—help us overcome these distor- 


[JOHN 2:19 





by which we know that it is the last hour.t 
They went out from us, but they were not 
of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us; but they went out 
that they might be made manifest, that 
none of them were of us.t 

20But you have an anointing from the 
Holy One, and you know all things.@t 21] 
have not written to you because you do not 
know the truth, but because you know it, 
and that no lie is of the truth. 

22Who is a liar but he who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who de- 
nies the Father and the Son.t 223Whoever de- 
nies the Son does not have the Father ei- 
ther: he who acknowledges the Son has the 
Father also. 

“4Therefore let that abide in you which 
you heard from the beginning. !f what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, 
you also will abide in the Son and in the 
Father.t 45And this is the promise that He 
has promised us—eternal life. 

46These things I have written to you con- 
cerning those who try to deceive you. 2’7But 
the anointing which you have received 








a 





from Him abides in you, and you do not 
need that anyone teach you; but as the 
same anointing teaches you concerning all 
things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just 
as it has taught you, you willa abide.in Him. 





= Practice Righteousness: Do Not Sin > 

28And now, little children, abide in Him, 
that when He appears, we may have confi- 
dence and not be ashamed before Him at 
His coming. 2°If you know that He is righ- 
teous, you know that everyone who prac- 
tices righteousness is born of Him. 


Behold what manner of love.the Father 

has bestowed on us, that. we should be 
called children of God!4. Therefore the 
world does not know us,” because it did not 
know Him.t 2Beloved, now we are children 
of God; and it has not yet been revealed 
What we shall be, but we know that. when 
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we 


2:20 2NU-Text reads you all. know. 

2:27 2NU-Text reads you abide. . 2:28 aNU-Text 
reads if. 3:14NU-Text adds And we are. 
bM-Text reads you. 





2:18 The last hour is the era of the New Covenant, the “eleventh hour” (Mt 20:6). The deceptions at 
hand, not a specific prediction of the end of the world, are in view. Many antichrists are the heretics, 
through whom the Antichrist of the end times (see 2Th 2) is doing his spadework. | 
Very early in the second century, on his way to martyrdom in Rome, Ignatius of Antioch wrote, 

“These are the last times [see 1Co 7:29]. Let us then be ashamed and fear God's patience so that it may 
not become condemnation for us. We should either fear the wrath to come or love the grace which is 
present, one of the two, just so that we may be found in Christ Jesus for true life [see Acts 17:30; 

1Th 1:10]. Nothing should seem fitting to you apart from him in.whom | bear my bonds as spiritual 
pearls. May | rise again in them by your prayer, in which | may always participate so that | may be found 
in the lot apportioned to the Ephesian Christians, who have always agreed with the apostles by the 
power of Jesus Christ.” i r Re 

2:19 Being on the roll of the Church, even receiving the sacraments, is not enough. We must continue 
in our belief and manifest the fruit of faith. et ces} . 
2:20, 21 Anointing (Gr. criso, hence “chrismation”) recalls the coronation of kings and the ordinations 
of priests and prophets in the OT, which activated the spiritual gifts and energies needed for their of- 
fices. The NT anointing is the ongoing reality of the presence of the Holy Spirit, who works in every 
member of the Church to preserve her in the truth (Jn 14:26; 16:13-15). You is plural. Anointing is not 
for independent action but for the one holy Church, | F Kp 
2:22, 23 Theologically, the issues are: (1) Does God the Father have a consubstantial: Son? (2) Isthe 
Man Jesus the same Person as God the Son? These, of course, are the two basic issues of Christology: 
that Jesus Christ is one divine Person in two natures, ait | | 
2:24-27 To abide in Christ involves not only mental assent to the doctrine of the Incarnation. It is a - 
sacramental union with Him, effected in baptism and nourished in the Eucharist (Jn 6:53-59; 15:1-8). 
For John, apostolic teaching and writing (vv. 24-26) is identical with being taught of God (v. 27). With- 
out isd the me of the Spirit and apostolic doctrine, we would remain in darkness. 

3:1 Bede says that at the Judgment, the people of the world “will say to one anot aning an 
repenting, ‘These are they whom we once held in derision and, as vere a oe sia 
we } vaare Pain ne renew and their end heroes honor. How have they been numbered among the 
children of God, and is their lot among the saints?'” Christia ) child ) AAA 
while remaining human by nature. 2 Ntsgjansy CSR Ae plane of Sar Sy ace . 








_ “vy, ‘Whoever hates his brother 
















shall see Him as He is. 3And everyone who 
nas this hope in Him. purifies himself, just 
4s He is pure. . 

4Whoever commits sin also commits law- 
essness, and sin is lawlessness.t 5And you 
know that He was manifested to take away 
our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
sWhoever abides in Him does not sin. 
Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor 

Little children, let no one deceive you. 
He who practices righteousness is righ- 
teous, just as He is righteous. 8He who sins 
is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from 


the beginning. For this purpose the Son. of 


God was manifested,that He might destroy 
the works of.the devil. °Whoever has been 


born of God does not sin, for His seed re- 


mains. in him; and he cannot sin, because 
he has been born.of God. 


æ Love One Another = 


Olin this the children of God-and the chil- 
dren of the devil are manifest: Whoever does 
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JOHN 3:19 


is he who does not love his brother. !!For this 
is the message that you heard from the be- 
ginning, that we should love one another, 
l2not as Cain who was of the wicked one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he mur- 
der him? Because his works were evil and 
his brother’s righteous.t 

t3Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world 
hates you. '4We know that we have passed 











‘from death to life, because we love the 


brethren. He who does not love his brother? 
abides in death. '5Whoever hates his 


brother is a murderer, and you know that no 


murderer has eternal life abiding in him.t 
l6By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. And we also ought to 
lay down our:lives’ for the brethren. "But 
whoever has this-world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and shuts up his heart 
from him, how: does the love of God abide 
in him? : 3 
I8My little children, let us not:love:in word 
or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And 


not practice righteousness is not of God, nor | 3:148NU-Text omits his brother: 9 | 





3:2 Made in God's image and likeness, we are fulfilled by becoming like Him, a process called sanctifica- 
tion or deification. Being “partakers of the divine nature” (2Pt 1:4), we are “transformed into the same 
image from glory.to glory.” (2Co 3:18).. When we see Him as He is, in the fullness of His glory at the last 
_ day, this process will be supremely magnified. John had seen the foretaste of this glory on the Mount of 


| Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-9; Mk 9:2-9; Lk 9:28-36). 


How shall we see Him? Through our likeness to Him; our human nature will be glorified with the 


glorified humanity of the: Son (see Col 3:3, 4) and through a knowledge of all three Persons of the Trin- 
ity. (Note Paul’s expressions, “face to face” and “with unveiled face" in 1Co 13:12; 2Co 3:18). 7 


3:4-9 John is talking in general terms, contrasting this world with the world to come. The Christian, 
though sinful, does not sin (v. 9; lit., “does not keep on sinning”) as the world does. The Church lives 
under God's influence; the world, under Satan's lawlessness (v. 4), is living without law, in a hardened 
enmity to God. The devil (v. 8; lit., "slanderer" or “opposer”) is a creature, a fallen archangel. From the’ 
beginning (v. 8) refers to Satan's ceaseless sinning since his fall. . ) l Ti 
3:12 We are to give our attention to deeds, not just to words. Abel showed himself righteous, a child 


of faith and love; Cain showed 
3:15 “If then we wish to receive the 
‘lon of anger, but also angry thoughts. More 
anger and refraining from angry wor 
thoughts against our brethren. The G 
their fruits. When we have dug t 


lood of a man who has been slain by 
p. Mind is seen by God, who rewards 
this thoughts and intentions as well, 


9 reward them according to their actions and their 


nd their thoughts accuse or else excuse them i 


) Rom 2:15, 16]. The Lord Himself teaches us to put as 


himself evil, self-centered and envious (see Gn 4:4, 8; Heb 11:4; 12:24). 
Lord’s blessings we should restrain not only the outward expres- 
beneficial than controlling our tongue in a moment of 

ds is purifying our heart from’ rancor and not harboring malicious 
ospel teaches us to cut off the roots of our sins and not merely 

he root of anger out of our heart, we will no longer act with hatred or 
is a murderer’ (3:15), for he kills him with the hatred in his mind:-The- 
the sword can be seen by men, but blood shed by the hatred in . 
each man with punishment or a crown not only for his acts but 
As God Himself says through the Prophet; ‘Behold, | am coming 
thoughts’ [cf. WSir 11:24]; and the Apostle says: 

in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men’ 

ide all anger when He says: ‘Whoever is angry with 


IS broti ; ‘udament’ [Mt 5:22]. This is the text of the best manuscripts; for it is 
other shall be in danger or Jeca his context that the words ‘without a cause’ were added later. 


ar from the purpose of Scripture int 
e Lord's intention Is that we 5 
i Can, and not keep even a sing 
"ger initially for what appears to 
of control” (JohnCas). 


hould remove'the root of anger, its spark, so to speak, in whatever way 
le pretext for anger in our hearts. Otherwise we will be stirred to 
be a good reason and then find that our incensive power is totally 





I JOHN 3:20 


by this we know? that we are of the truth, and 
shall assure our hearts before Him. 2°For if 
our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knows all things. 2'Beloved, if 





our heart does not condemn us, we have con- | 


fidence toward God. 22And whatever we ask 
we receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do those things that are 
pleasing in His sight. And this is His com- 
mandment: that. we should believe on the 
name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, as He gave us* commandment. 
24Now he who keeps His commandments 
abides in Him, and He in him. And by this 
we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom He has given us. 
=. The Spirit’s Witness: 
The Incarnation = 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits, whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. 2By this you know 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of 
God, *and every spirit that does not confess 
that? Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 


not of God. And this is the spirit of the | 


Antichrist, which you have heard was com- 
ing, and is now already in the world." 

“You are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them, because He who is in you 
is greater than he who is in the world. 
“They are of the world. Therefore they 
speak as of the world, and the world hears 
them. We are of God. He who knows God 
hears us; he who is not of God does not 
hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth 
and the spirit of error.t 


~ God Redeems Us in Love m- 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love 


is of God: and everyone who loves is born | | 
| 3:23 *M-Text omits us. 


of God and knows God.t 8He who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. "In 
this the love of God was manifested toward 





us, that Godha T sent His Sni peditan Son 
into the world, that we might live through 
Him. "In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.t ''!Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 


~. God Abides in Us -7> 

12No one has seen God at any time. If we 
love one another, God abides in us, and His 
love has been perfected in us.t® !3By this 
we know that we abide in Him, and He in 
us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
l4And we have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent the Son as Savior of the 
world. ‘5Whoever confesses that Jesus is 
the Son of God; God abides in him, and he 
in God. !6And we have known and believed 
the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in God, 
and God in him. 


= Love Overcomes Fear -= 
l7Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment; because as He is, so are we in 
this world. !8There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, because fear in- 


volves torment. But he who fears has not 


been made perfect in love. !9We love Him 
because He first loved us. 
~; Love of God Means Love of Others -> 


201f someone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 


| love his brother whom he has seen, how 


can* he love God whom he has not seen? 
“And this commandment we have from 
Him: that he who loves God must love his 
brother also, 


3:19 *NU-Text reads we shall know. 

4:3 8NU-Text omits that 
and Christ has come in the flesh. 

4:19 ®NU-Text omits Aim, 4:20 :NU-Text reads 
he cannot. 





4:3 Antichrist is anyone who does not confess that the Son of God became man while remaining God. 


4:6 We is the apostles and their followers. 


4:7-11 God is love (v, 8) is not a definition of who God is, but rather describes His relationship to us as 
our Father, As the only begotten Son (v. 9) sacrificially gave Himself that we might live through Him 
(v. 9), so we are to give ourselves to Him and one another (v, 11), 

4:10 What a statement of God's mercy and grace! (See also 4:19.) 

4:12-16 How can we know God lives in us? John gives a fourfold answer: (1) if we love one another 
(v.12); (2) if we have been given His Spirit (v. 13); (3) if we can çonfess Jesus is the Son of God (v. 15); 


and (4) if we abide in the love of God (v 16) 





—> | 1]~< 





4:12-19 This passage is read on September 26, the Feast of St. John the Theologian. 
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«~ Faith Overcomes the World sa 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the 
5 Christ is born of God, and everyone 
who loves Him who begot also loves him 
who is begotten of Him.t ?By this we know 
mat we love the children of God, when we 





pve God and keep His commandments. | 
For this is the love of God, that we keep | 


His commandments. And His command- 
ments are not burdensome.t 4For whatever 
is born of God overcomes the world. And 


this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our® faith. "Who is he who over- 


comes the world, but he who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 
= God Validates Our Faith > 
‘This is He who came by water and 
blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but 
by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.t 


_ Tor there are three that bear witness in 


heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit, and these three are one. And there 


are three that bear witness on earth:@ the | 


Spirit. the water, and the blood; and these 


` three agree as one. 


hi 


fol 





æ Faith Brings Eternal Life 7 


If we receive the witness of men, the wit- 


ness of God is greater; for this is the wit- 
ness of God which? He has testified of His 
Son. 0He who believes in the Son of God 
has the witness in himself; he who does not 
believe God has made Him a liar, because 
he has not believed the testimony that God 
has given of His Son. '!And this is the testi- 
Mony: that God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. !2He who has the 
Son has life: he who does not have the Son 
of God does not have life. !3These things | 





5:1, 2 Who is it that truly believes that Jesu 
“ommanded, who love others. 
‘3 How is it that God's commandments are n 
and in God's love, which makes them light on 
NO are living a sinful life. That the Kingdom o 
fring sweet. 
5:6-12 By water and blood (v. 
f life and to the mingled water an 
th Ptism, Similarly the Spirit, the water, 
ismation, baptism, and the Eucharist. 
"13 When we know we have been give 
OW the Son of God. 
ue What about those Christians 
i disbelief in the grace of the Ho 
1 Idols are either false gods or th 


i who are no 








ave written to you who believe in the 
| s is the Christ? Those who live in the way Christ 


ly Spirit toward us, (See Mt | 
sings that turn us away from God (Col 3:5). 


LJOHN 5:21 





know that you have eternal life, and that 
you may continue to believe in the name of 
the Son of God.t 
æ Pray According to God’s Will = 
l4Now this is the confidence that we have 
in Him, that if we ask anything according 
to His will, He hears us. “And if we know 


that He hears us, whatever we ask, we 


know that we have the petitions that we 
have asked of Him. 

is]f anyone sees his brother sinning a sin 
which does not lead to death, he will ask, 
and He will give him life for those who com- 
mit sin not leading to death. There is sin 
leading to death. I do not say that he should 
pray about that.t !7All unrighteousness is 
sin, and there is sin not leading to death. 


-= Separate from Sin => 

18We know that whoever is born of God 
does not sin: but he who has been born of 
God keeps himself,2 and the wicked one 
does not touch him. 

I9We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one. 


= Live in Christ = 
20And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us an understanding, 
that we may know Him who is true; and we 
are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
21Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen.t | > 


5:4 aM-Text reads your. 5:84NU-Text and 





| M-Text omit the words from in heaven (verse 7) 
| through on earth (verse 8). Only four or five 


very late manuscripts contain these words in 
Greek. 5:9°NU-Text reads God, that. 

5:13 ®NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 
5:18 ®NU-Text reads him. 





ot burdensome? We live these commandments by faith 
our fallen nature. They are hard and rough only to those 
f heaven belongs to. those who suffer makes even suf- 


6) is a reference both to. the constancy of the Incarnate Son throughout 
d blood that poured from Jesus’ side (Jn 19:34), which is a type of 
and the blood (v. 8) 


refers to the unity of the basic sacraments: 


n the gift of eternal life, we are to continue to believe and 


t living righteously? Sin leading to death is willful, contin- 


12:28, 31, 32; Heb 6:4-6; 10:26-31.) 








oe Aut / ior] ohn the Apostle. Although s some in the ‘hird a fourth ee | 
` doubted John’s authorship, the zay witnesses favor John and express | no | 





alternative. | ENS lag re | 
¢Dat e— There i is no firm evidence for EE a “date. The BENAT similarities to 
= the Gospel of John, 1 John and 3. John suggest a date of. icon aay CGE to 
that of these other books (AD 20725). | 





i ity Lajor Theme- Rice yf true Ghinstion care. The love of our Incarnate God 


brings promised victory over the antichrist.: 


¢ Back SHOUT ıd- NS epistle is addressed to “the alect lady” fee 1), most likely a a 

> ‘chutch under John’s’ oversight. The Church; a feminine word in Greek, 
elsewhere is called the “bride” of Christ the Lord (kyrios), and thus she 1 is. Sia 
easily called kyria, the feminine of kyrios 





John i is warning his readers abani the “deceivers” 7), ee who deny 
the Incarnation of the Son of God. These false apostles visited various 
churches, posing as true came. and taking advantages of Christian: 

hospitality. | fon | URIN 


Outline 









“IH. Bran of Deceiving Heretics a A 


>I. Greeting and Benedichon (vy, 1a i Ae 





mel fellows ihe MAY! Ge Love eu Bice Me ie Ht IV. John's Plans and AEN (wy. 1a EA 
-», Greeting and Benediction IB sc Lord Jesus Christ, the en of the Father, in 
The Elder,” oor atal oo. | truth and love.t, | 


= Follow the Law of Lovee 


4] rejoiced greatly that I have ante NN 
of your children walking in truth, as we re- 
ceived commandment from the Father.t 

| °And now. I plead with you, lady, not as 

-i| though I wrote a new commandment to 


3Grace, mercy, and peace’ Iwill be with you, but that which we have had from the 
you’ from God the Father and from the _3*NU-Text and M-Text read us. 


1 John calls himself the elder, or presbyter, which confirms that in the NT there is not sivas a distinc- 
tion between bishops and presbyters, He is confident those who stand against the apostolic Church are 
in the minority, He assumes the Church is one, a true, concrete unity, and that it follows one rule of 
faith, whereas the unorthodox agree mainly. in their rejection of this common Faith, ahi ES 

3 Calling Christ the Son of the Father strongly refutes the deceivers and gnostics. Jasusi is the Son; the: 
Son is by nature what His Father is, and He does what His Father does (see Jn 5:19), Peete | 
4-6 False teachers were introducing new, nontraditional practices and BF aa the covenant of wiy 
based on God's love—the heart of new covenant life. i et o o e a aa 


To the elect lady and her children, whom 
l love in truth, and not only I, but also all 
those who have known the truth,t 2because 
of the truth which abides in us bang will be 
with us forever: | 















peginning: that we love one a 
is love, that we walk according to His com- 
mandments. This is the commandment, 
that as you have heard from the beginning, 
you should walk in it. 








+». Beware of Deceiving Heretics s7 
iFor many deceivers have gone out into 


the world who do not confess Jesus Christ’ 


as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver 
and an antichrist.t Look to yourselves, that 
we? do not lose those things we worked for, 
but that we? may receive a full reward. 
3Whoever transgresses? and does not 
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of 





nother. ‘This 









Christ has both the Father and the Son.t '°Tf 
“anyone comes to you and does not bring 
this doctrine, do not receive him into your 


house nor greet him;t !!for he who greets 
him shares in his evil deeds. 


æ. John’s Plans and Farewell 7- 
Having many things to write to you, I 
did not wish to do so with paper and ink; 
but I hope to come to you and speak face to 
face, that our joy may be full. 
\3The children of your elect sister greet 
you. Amen.t if 


8 ®NU-Text reads you. >NU-Text reads you. 
9*NU-Text reads goes ahead. iedotu 





7 The heretics here deny either Jesus’ full humanity or His full divinity (or the full divinity of the Holy 
Spirit). The Jews were denying Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. All these deny Jesus is our Archpriest in 
His human nature, and that He will come in His glorified human body to judge the dead and the living. 
9 The Orthodox doctrine of the Incarnation (the doctrine of Christ) is, according to John, necessary for 
knowledge and communion with God. God is synonymous with the Father, but, according to the doc- 


trine of Christ, the San, Christ, is also God: 


10, 11 It is reported that one day John went into a public bathhouse and found there the well-known 
gnostic heretic, Cerinthus. The apostle ran out, crying, “Let us get out of here, for fear the place falls in, 
now that Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is inside.” (See Tts 3:10, 1.1.) | 

13 The children of your elect sister most likely. refers to the church from. which John is writing, namely 


Ephesus. 





Author— Third John has the same author as 2 John. The language and style 
are the same. Both are closely related to 1 John and both are written by “the 


Elder,’ a name by which John the Appie was known in Asia Minor in his 
old age. 


(g alens with 2 John; there is È firm evidence for fixing a date. It is 
probable that all of rae were written about the same time 

(AD 90-95). ISN PG) i S ke 
Ma or Theme- Komune AGAS versus is flee of oof Third John exhorts 


the Church to persevere in the true faith which they have received. True 


Christian leaders will adhere to that faith and [especi those who passed it on 
to them. 





(Backs yound—One of the cies, under John’s oversight is ; having a 
> jurisdictional dispute. Evangelists sent out by John have reported back to 

their home church, probably Ephesus, testifying that Gaius—full of love and 
loyalty—had liberally supported their mission. On the other hand, 
Diotrephes, apparently the local bishop or aspiring to be so, has vigorously 
opposed them and lorded over the church instead of leading it. He was 
resistant to apostolic oversight (v. 9) and forbade the welcoming of 
missionaries from John. It may be that Demetrius (v. 12) is another 
missionary whom John is intending to send that way and who also will be in 
need of hospitality. Thus, John writes to Diotrephes’ church, but he does not 
trust Diotrephes with his letter (v. 9). 


Outline 





» I. Greeting to Gaius (vy. 1—4) IV. Recommendation of Demetrius (v. 12) 
II. Commendation of Gaius (vv. 5-8) V. Farewell (vv. 13, 14) 
III. Condemnation of Diotrephes (vv. 9—11) 
m. Greeting to Gaius s7- prospers. ‘For I rejoiced greatly when 
The Elder, brethren came and testified of the truth 


that is in you, just as you walk in the truth." 
To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth:t | “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth,* 





Beloved, | pray that you may prosper in 


all things and be in health, just as your soul | 4"NU-Text reads the truth. 





1 This is probably not the same Gaius mentioned in Rom 16:23 and 1Co 1:14, 15. 
3, 4 Truth for John here is not doctrine or thought, but the Christian's manner of life. Like all good 
fathers, John finds his greatest pleasure in seeing his children walk in truth. 
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- Commendation o 





f Gaius = 

‘Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you 
do for the brethren anda for strangers,t 
swho have borne witness of your love be- 


fore the church. If you send them forward | 


on their journey in a manner worthy of 
God, you will do well, 7because they went 
forth for His name's sake, taking nothing 
from the Gentiles.t SWe therefore ought to 
receive? such, that we may become fellow 


= workers for the truth.t 











~ Condemnation of Diotrephes «=> 
9 wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loves to have the preeminence among 
them, does not receive us.t !°Therefore, if I 
come, I will call to mind his deeds which he 


| does, prating against us with malicious 


words. And not content with that, he him- 


_ self does not receive the brethren, and for- 
bids those who wish to, putting them out of | 


the church. 
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'\Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but 
what is good. He who does good is of God, 
but® he who does evil has not seen God. 


~, Recommendation of Demetrius -7> 


2Demetrius has a good testimony from 
all, and from the truth itself. And we also 
bear witness, and you know that our testi- 
mony is true.t 


om. Farewell 7- 
13] had many things to write, but I do not 


wish to write to you with pen and ink; “but 
I hope to see you shortly, and we shall 


speak face to face. 
Peace to you. Our friends greet you. 
Greet the friends by name. 


5 8®NU-Text adds especially. 8@4NU-Text reads 


support. 1)1@8NU-Text and M-Text omit but. 


5 Strangers are probably the missionaries sent by John. 

7 The missionaries went forth for the specific purpose of preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
8 One way we may participate in ministry is by giving material help to those with spiritual gifts. The 
donor becomes a coworker in spiritual things (see Mt 10:41). 

98,10 Diotrephes means “nursed or nourished by Zeus.” Early Christians kept their original name after 
their baptism. Diotrephes loved being preeminent—not the first among equals but peerless, with a pas- 
sion for personal aggrandizement. This sin results in insubordination: Diotrephes slanders John, the last 
of the twelve apostles, by refusing to accept him as either an apostle or a presbyter. By rejecting John's 
missionaries he rejects John himself. And he disdains the apostolic, catholic ways of the Church, setting 


himself up as a petty tyrant. 


12 Demetrius is either a member of Diotrephes’ church, one of the emissaries already sent by John, or 
yet another emissary from John—perhaps the carrier of this letter. 
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| rAut hor—Jude, a relative of Jesus a the “próthér” OF T 1B i rial, 
S Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3) and the brother of James the Just. This i is not the Jade 
who was one of the Twelve, also.called Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus (v. 17; see 
Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:16, Meer h12). ngasoa TAGE 


¢ Date- he date of the letter is uncertain, but s sometime in the period. 
AD 60-80 seems reasonable. a | 


e Ma or T} reme EPIN mA for the faith. jude: is a pennies ees 
5 against false teachers within the Church who are jeopardizing | the salvation 
of many. Jude bases his attack on examples from the Old Testament and t the 
tradition of God dealing harshly with those who assault His people. — 


Bac k rou nd- Ate whom Jude writes is difficult to diseétri Some scholars? 
S have suggested that the addressees arel ‘Christians from a Hellenistic Jewish — 
background. The heresy Jude opposes seems to be an early. form of 
gnosticism. These heretics are still members of the Church (wv. 4, 12, 22, 23), 
carrying on an aggressive campaign ‘of propaganda 4 and subversion. Jude’ y 
mode of attack is more ad hominem, that is, a censure of persons, than) 
theological: We will know them by their fruits, he says. These heretics. pg 
obviously bad trees; they at are not to be mpnored wach a. theological rebuttal, 


i) GoM G i i E AUNE EiT Ol s | 





v. aA rte HEISA 
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çOuti ne 


3 I. Greeting (vv. 1 2) [V. The Character of False Teachers (vv. 8-16) 
I]. The Presence of False Teachers (vv. 3, 4) V. Resistance to False Teachers (vv. 17—23) 
II]. The Judgment of Such False Teachers VI. Doxology (vv. 24, 25) 

(57) 
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™ Greeting a -™. The Presence of False Teachers > 
Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and | ‘%Beloved, while I was very diligent to 
brother of James, write to you concerning our common salva- 


Bet ALL tion, I found it necessary to write to you ex- 
To those who are called, sanctified® by horting you to contend earnestly for the 


aoe ie Father, and preserved in Jesus | faith which was once for all delivered to the 


4Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to | 
you. 1 "NU-Text reads beloved. 





1 Preserved in Jesus Christ is a promise of God to all faithful. But not all are so faithful, as Jude will 
relate in this letter (see Jn 10:27-30; 2Ti 1:12; Heb 12:2). | 


| reign”: (Gr. despotes). | 














saints." “For certain men have crept in un- 
noticed, who long ago Were marked out for 
this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn 
the grace of our God 
deny the only Lord God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.t | 
~ The Judgment of Such False 
Teachers e 


‘But I want to remind you, though you 


once knew this, that the Lord, having saved | 
the people out.of the land of Egypt, after- 


ward destroyed those who did not believe t 
‘And the angels who did not keep their 
proper domain, but left their own abode, 
He has reserved in everlasting chains 


under darkness for the judgment of the | 


great day; ‘as Sodom and Gomorrah. and 
the cities around them. in a similar manner 
to these, having given themselves over to 
sexual immorality and gone after strange 


into lewdness and | 


__ O_O TT ae 








Teachers = 
‘Likewise also these dreamers defile the 
flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dig- 
nitaries.t "Yet Michael the archangel, in 
contending with the devil, when he dis- 


| | renee E _JUDE [2 
œ The Character of False 


| puted about the body of Moses, dared not 


bring against him a reviling accusation, but 
said, “The Lord rebuke you!”t \OBut these 
speak evil of whatever they do not know: 
and whatever they know naturally. like 
brute beasts, in these things they corrupt 
themselves.t 11Woe to them! For they have 
gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily 
in the error of Balaam for profit, and per- 
ished in the rebellion of Korah.t 

“These are spots in your love feasts, 
while they feast with you without fear. 
serving only themselves. They are clouds 
without water, carried about? by the winds; 
late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, 
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flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering | 4aNU-Text omits God. 
the vengeance of eternal fire. . | M-Text’read along. ) 
3 Jude had intended to write a more general letter on salvation, but'the danger of false teachers 

caused him to write a polemic instead. There is one salvation which is the same for all the elect, our 


12 NU-Text and 





| common salvation. And this salvation is set in apostolic tradition once for all delivered to the saints; it 


cannot be changed. DEBE 
4This condemnation involves body and soul (see Jn 5:29): Only Lord God is better translated “only Sov- 


5-7 The recipients of this letter once knew this (v. 5), the:mysteries of the faith, because the totality of 


| that faithchad already been delivered to them (v. 3). Jude gives three arresting examples of the danger 


of departing from truth and_righteousness: i 
(1) In the Exodus from Egypt (v. 5), all were saved through the baptism ofthe Red Sea, but not all 


_ fsponded to their deliverance with ongoing deeds of repentance and godliness (Nm 14:26-37; see 


1Co 10:1-13). The lesson for Us as Christians is to keep Hae in our union paa aes si ) 
2) T in of the angels is in their likeness and proximity to God. Their own abode is 
Anero pe Aomain sane disewtiere! Those who left their proper place’are confined far from v 
God, having become bound to spiritual darkness. They await the judgment (see 2Pt 2:4), when bonds 
with God will be demolished forever. The lesson for Christians is that their proper domain is in being 
lildren of God by grace, and their own abode is in the one holy Church. ME 

(3) The men in the plains around Sodom and Gomorrah lusted after angels because of their sin of 
Immorality and homosexuality (Gn 19:1-29). The lesson for Christians is to live under God 2 call toa 
“aste and pure life: | Pee aie 
B Saan E, Hip anslated “dominion”; see Eph 1:21; Col 1:16) and dignitaries (lit, | 
aera sf E siros this case to fallen angels (see the parallel in 2Pt 2:10). Although, - 

£Y are hostile to God, they are nonetheless to be treated dispassionately. | | 4 
3 Apparenth from the apocryphal book The Assumption of Moses (see Dt serine ie Pos ony of 
the assumption of Moses; also Zec 3:1, 2). The people of God ab pereogea by a! lanes G dj doe i 
Jacious warning to believers concerning vehement accusations against pat eae th te ahi 

€ archangel NH ichael showed this restraint (Zec 3:2) even though he Was dealing with the devil him- 
self, | Verdi MEST ol SEU: 
10 Know naturally: That is, they know by their own natural instincts, apart from any specific revelation: 
the Holy spirit, God has given all persons a measure of "common sense." famous offenders: (1) 

A threefold woe or warning of great sorrow, using a triad of Israel's most ate O an E Weg: 
Cain Gn a nied ed by faithlessness and envy, especially over an a: ner i ef an a 
10 murder (G i 16-24) (2) Balaam (Nm 22==24) sinned by Ura id B i ‘bitio ride, and 
alt Ung br a h which he knew:as well, (3) Korah (Nm 16:1-35) sinne z le i shih Goda | 
troganee ana for leadership against God'siwill.:Hisisinileq to glatant rebeitoniAgain: l 





JUDE 13 [710 
pulled up by the roots;? raging waves of 
the sea, foaming up their own shame; wan- | of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
dering stars for whom is reserved the | Jesus Christ unto eternal life. | 
blackness of darkness forever.t 22And on some have compassion, making 

l4Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, | a distinction; but others save with fear, 
prophesied about these men also, saying, | pulling them out of the fire,* hating even 
“Behold, the Lord [comes with ten thou- | the garment defiled by the flesh. 
sands of His saints,’ to execute judgment Bi A 6 
on all, to convict all who are ungodly T- oaae p 
among them of all their ungodly deeds | ‘Now to Him who'is able to keep you’ 
which they have committed in an ungodly from stumbling, 

And to present you faultless 


way, and of all the harsh things which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against Him.” Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy,t 


25To God our Savior, 
Who alone is wise,” 
Be glory and majesty, 














= Resistance to False Teachers 7- 


l6These are grumblers, complainers, 
walking according to their own lusts; and 
they mouth great swelling words, flattering Dominion and power, 
people to gain advantage.t "But you, Both now and forever. 
beloved, remember the words which were | Amen. 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord | 
Jesus Christ: !8how they told you that there | 
would be mockers in the last time who 
would walk according to their own ungodly 
lusts. '%These are sensual persons, who 
cause divisions, not having the Spirit." Text reads To the only God our Savior. "NU-Text 
But you, beloved, building yourselves | omits Who... is wise and adds Through Jesus 
up on your most holy faith, praying in the | Christ our Lord. “NU-Text adds Before all time. 





22 aNU-Text reads who are doubting (or making 
distinctions). 23 2NU-Text adds and on some 
have mercy with fear and omits with fear in 
first clause. 242M-Text reads them. 254NU- 





12 Jude has a gift for using graphic word pictures. Spots should be rendered “hidden reefs,” those ra- 
zor-sharp underwater growths that.can damage and sink great ships. The love feast, or “agape,” was a 
liturgical banquet tied to the Eucharist. Designed to be a peaceful, joyful meal, it was sabotaged by the 
false teachers, the hidden reefs in this peaceful ocean of loving friendship. Clouds without water are 
spiritually dry teachers who do not possess what they claim to have. Carried about by the winds is the 
effect of listening to the suggestions of invisible spirits and obeying their own passions. Twice dead 
means they were dead before they believed and dead a second time after they turned their backs on 
Christ. 

If barrenness is worthy of being cast into the fire (Mt.3:10), how much worse is bearing rotten fruit 
(Mt 7:17-19). In contrast to the saints, who are firmly rooted in Christ (Eph 3:17; Col 2:7), the false 
teachers are pulled up by the roots and so cannot remain with Christ or in His Church (Mt 13:24-30; 

Jn 15:6). 

13 Raging waves are perverse teachers—restless, dark, bitter, destructive, and persistent (Is 57:20, 21)— 
who are casting up as foam as they hit the breakwater of the Church. The higher they raise themselves, 
the more disorderly and dissipated they become: they crash and perish. In astronomy a wandering star 
is either (1) a planet that never rises or sets in the same place or (2) a “shooting star,” an asteroid, 
which shines brilliantly but only briefly and then burns out in darkness. These are likely fallen angels, 
for in the Book of Enoch and other late Jewish apocalyptic literature, “star” often means “angel.” 

14, 15 Thus, has God always judged the wicked who dwell among the righteous. 

16 Those who are consistently grumblers and complainers are often telegraphing a deeper problem, 
that is, walking according to one’s own lusts. The more a person truly desires the fullness of life in 
Christ, the easier it becomes to renounce those things that are contrary to godliness. 

19 Sensual (Gr, psychiko/) means operating by the powers of the human soul alone without the 
indwelling power of the Spirit, that which makes one “spiritual” (see 1Co 2:13-15; 15:44-46). Cause 
divisions; Having separated themselves from the way of the righteous and the life of the Spirit, the divi- 
sive “do not have the glue of charity” (Bede). | 

20, 21 Our chief safeguards against heresy are (1) growing in the faith of the Church—vital depen- _ 
dence upon God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and (2) maintaining faith by praying. 

24, 25 Jude is quoting an ancient Christian benediction or doxology probably taken from an early litur- 
gical tradition. | | #0 





Autl 10r r— Traditionally, the Revelation (also called the Apocalypse) has been 
X attributed to the apostle John. ; 





Date-—The vast majority of scholars hold that Revelation was composed 
during the fierce persecution in the latter part of the reign of Domitian 
(AD 81—96), when John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos. 


Major Theme- Faith ifulness in rrikalatioe. “Revelation” (Gr. apokalypsis) 

means the uncovering of something that has been previously hidden, in this 
case the final triumph of the kingdom of God, Since this final triumph is 
assured, our faithfulness now—before its full revelation—will lead to ultimate” 
victory. Subthemes include (1) divine judgment of human wickedness and 

(2) the symbolic presentation of most major New Testament teaching, 
concerning eschatology, the study. of the last things. 






ae round ‘The early Church: was oe the Second Gomite was 
à near (Acts 2:16, 17; Heb 1:1; IJn 2:18). John’s vision was first of alla _ | 
reminder from God to the churches not to give in to, their adversaries, but to- 
hold fast to their faith. The book can also be seen as prophecy addressing a 
time far distant from its era of composition, predicting actual future events; 
or as an exposition of the ongoing relationships and conflicts between God ~ 
and His kingdom, humanity, and Satan. These three approaches are not + 


contradictory but complementary; all are valid. 


While seen as canonical and inspired by God, the Revelation is the only 
New Testament book not publicly read in the services of the Orthodox 
Church. This is partly because the book was only gradually accepted as 
canonical in many parts of Christendom. In addition, in the second and, third 
centuries Revelation was widely twisted and sensationally misinterpreted, 
and the erroneous teachings brought troublesome confusion to Christians— | 


— 





a trend that continues to this day. 








REVELATION I:I he ee 





gonn ine 
*) I. Prologue (1:1—3:22) 
A. Introduction (1:1—3) 
B. Greeting (1:4—-8) 
C. John’s vision of the Son of Man (1:9-20) 
D. The seven letters (2: 1—3:22) 
Il. Warnings of the Coming Judgment 
(4:1—16:21) 
A. The seven seals (4:1—8:1) 


[I]. The Judgment of Babylon, the Beast, and 
Satan (17:1— 20:15) 
A. Babylon destroyed by a great angel 

(17:1—19:10) 

B. Powers of evil destroyed (19:11— 20:10) 
C. The Last Judgment (20:11-15) 

IV. The New Order (21:1—22:5) 
A. A new creation: heaven, earth, and city 


B. The seven trumpets (8:2—14:20) (21:1 —§) 
C. The seven bowls (15:1—16:21) | B. The New Jerusalem: bride of the Lamb 
| (21:9-—22;5) 


| _--V. Conclusion (22:6—2 1) 
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æ Introduction and Blessing > things which are written in it; for the time 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which | is near. | 
God gave Him to show His servants— | +. Greeting to the Seven Churches = 


things which must shortly take place. And | 4John. to the seven churches which are in 
He sent and signified it by His angel to His | Asja: 

servant John,t 2who bore witness to the |- 

word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Grace to you and peace from Him who is 
Christ. to all things that he saw.t Blessed is | and who was and who is to come, and from 
he who reads and those who hear the! the seven Spirits who are before His 
words of this prophecy, and keep those | throne,t “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 





1:1 Revelation or Apocalypse (Gr. apokalypsis) means literally to unconceal, unveil, or reveal. It was 
used anciently of a coded message that must get through without falling into the wrong hands. God 
Himself is the ultimate source of all revelation (see Dan 2:28, 29, 45), but it is the Son, Jesus Christ—who 
revealed Himself to the prophets of the OT before He became flesh and now is made flesh—who medi- 
ates this unveiling (see Jn 1:18; 4:19-23; 7:16; 8:26, 40; 12:49; 15:15; 17:8). This revelation concerns not 
only the age to come, but certain things from the past and from this present age as well. Things which 
must tells us this is not a haphazard presentation. Shortly take place indicates God’s time, which is al- 
ways imminent. It may take a lot of earth’s time. , 
1:2 The word of God refers to the Son of God. Testimony of Jesus means a witness concerning Jesus. It 
is John testifying of Christ (see 4:21), not Jesus testifying of Himself. Bore witness (from Gr. martyreo, a 
verb) and testimony (from Gr. martyria, a noun) are forms of the word from which we obtain “martyr.” 
Persecution is the consequence of witnessing. The martyrs (see Heb 12:1) are those who testify or bear 
witness, sealing it with their blood in death. | 
1:3 A blessing is promised to those who read and hear (see Lk 11:28). This is the first of the seven beati- 
tudes of the Revelation, found also in 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14. Blessed here are both the reader 
and the hearers (the assembled faithful), provided they heed what is read—for faith and works are in- 
separable. Time (Gr. kairos) means here an eschatological decisive moment—a time of judgment, a criti- 
cal moment, the time when all is fulfilled. | 
1:4 Church tradition maintains St. John dwelt and was bishop in Ephesus, in an area where the seven 
churches were located along a major roadway, The number seven signifies fullness, suggesting the en- 
tire Church is also in view. 
| The doxology is Trinitarian, involving the Father (vv. 4, 6), the Spirit (v. 4), and the Son (vv. 5, 6). This 
initial greeting (lit,, “the Existing, the Was, and the Coming”) may express the Father, the one who is 
(Ex 3:14); the Son, who was (Jn 1:1); and the Holy Spirit, who is to come (Acts 2) at Pentecost and shall 
always be present. Or it may denote the character of the Holy One, who is eternally present and exer- 
cises lordship throughout history (see Heb 13:8). God reveals the meaning of the present in light of the 
ai me the age to come. This title may be a paraphrase of the Tetragrammaton, YHWH (“I Am“), of 

x 3:14. 

Seven is the number of fullness or completion. The seven Spirits of God most likely refers to the Holy 
Spirit and His several gifts, as this phrase is included in the blessing with the Father and the Son. Alter- 
nately the term could refer to the seven archangels who, according to Jewish tradition, stand before 
the throne of God (Tb 12:15; see also 1En 20:1-8; 90:21, 22; TLev 8:2). 
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_ ee = i132 REVELATION 1:13 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and | and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.t 191 
the ruler over the kings) of the earth, | was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I 
Toi Him who ‘loved «usi\and Wwashed® us | heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trum- 
from our sins in His Own blood,t ‘and has pet,? saying, “I am the Alpha and the 
made! us Kings* and priests to His God and | Omega, the First and the Lasta and, 
Father, to Him pE glory and dominion for- | “What you see, write ina book and send it 
ever and ever. Amen. | to the seven churches which are in Asia:? 
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and | to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to 
every eye will see Him, even they who | Thyatira, to’ Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to 
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth Laodicea ”t | | 
Val ae of ae SO, AMen. | 2Then | turned: to- see the voice that 
“| am the Alpha and the Omega. the ith 1 aving turned Isa 
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord. spoke with me. And having turned I saw 


? and i | 
‘who is and who was and who is to come. peddbteweteu sla Ii OG 
the Almighty.”? : 


1:5 2NU-Text reads loves us and freed; M-Text 7 
a Vision and Commission of Christ a 


reads loves us and washed, _ 1:6NU-Text and 
| _M-Text read a kingdom. ~ 1:8 2NU-Text and 
J, John, both? your brother and compan- | M-Text omit the Beginning and the End. >NU- 
pee : fig | pea a | Text and M-Text add God: 1:9 @NU-Text and 
At in the tribulation and kingdom and pa: | M-Text omit both. 1:11NU-Text and M-Text 
tience of Jesus Christ, was on the island | 
| 


omit I am through third and. >NU-Text and 
that is called Patmos for the word of- God M-Text omit which are in Asia: 








1:5 Jesus Christ is presented as the Risen Savior, Lord of all (see Zec 12:10), giving hope to the early 
Christians that the Church will not always be dominated by a cruel state. Instead of washed, many 

Greek texts read “freed.” The term witness (Gr. martys), used only here and in 3:14 in the entire NT, 
refers to Christ, the authentic witness of all divine revelation: all that God has revealed is summed up in 
His life, witness, Passion, Resurrection, and exaltation. He has inaugurated the new age, for He is first- 
born from the dead in His humanity and has achieved a universal sovereignty by His death, Resurrec- 
tion, and revelation of His Kingdom for the world’s salvation. _ | | 

1:6 Those joined to the body of Christ in baptism comprise the messianic royal priesthood promised of 
old (see Ex 19:5, 6; Is 61:6; 1Pt 2:9: and the Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil). This priestly ministry is- 
to offer the world back to God in a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving—eucharistically—as in the Or- 


| thodox Church's Divine Liturgy. The universe itself thus becomes hallowed, transfigured, and sacramen- _ 


Al 


tal. Amen is Semitic. It signifies ratification: an acknowledgment of something trustworthy. 

1:8 Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, along with Beginning and End 
signify the eternality of God, who is the origin and destiny of all things. Its attribution to the Son 
Proves His divinity. History—in fact, all of creation—begins and is completed in the Creator (Is 44:6). | 
mighty (Gr. Pantocrator) is used throughout the OT and is found ten times in the NT—nine of which 
are in Revelation. The inscription that adorns the central dome of a properly appointed Orthodox tem- 


Ple bears the words of this verse; the fresco depicts the Lord! Jesus, since He is the One who shows us 


the Father, and since He has used the title “Alpha and Omega” for Himself (22:13). 

1:9 Patmos: A small rocky island 40 miles off the Western coast of modern Turkey, fifty miles south of 

Ephesus, to which the Romans exiled criminals. John’s preaching must have been considered a seditious 

threat to the public interest if he was indeed a prisoner there: adie neS OEE | 

10 | pirit ma ohn received the revelation in a visionary ecstasy (see Ezk 3:12); but more 

probabi thee nth Ni PRE Rhio ("in Spirit and in truth") of the Lord. The Lord's Day is the earliest | 

“erence to the Christian name for Sunday. The Didache and St. Ignatius of Antioch show this name 

Nas Used very early for the day when Christians gathered to celebrate the Resurrection in the Holy | 

Eucharist, As a fulfillment of the first day of the week’of the old creation, Sunday becomes the “eighth 

y the “first day of the new creation.” The term “eighth day” is seen in 2En 33:1 and inaugurates 

the first day of the timeless age to come. The loud voice, as of a trumpet is a traditional, eschatological, 

inpcalyptic introduction describing an appearance of the Lord (see Ex 19:16, 19: Mt 24:31; 1Co 15:52; 
4:16), a? EN n 

1:11, | fi ie oduces himself as the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 

thus Ht Joritiedichdinineropue Father (V. 8; 22:13). His position amidst the seven lampstands 

M9Nifias His BEMA inthe Church (see Mt 5:14). The seven golden lampstands, a fusion of the great 

Menorah of the temple with its seven lamps (see Ex 25:31-37; Zec 4:2; Heb 9:2) and the golden lamp- 

‘tands ef Solomon's ample (3Kg 7:35), represent the fullness of God's presence, Also symbolized are the 

Ven Asian Nk that receive the letters of chs. 2; 3, This reference prompts some scholars to sug- - 

Ist John was in the church in a liturgical setting during the Revelation. 





REVELATION I:14_ 


midst of the seven lampstands One like the 
Son of Man, clothed with a garment down 
to the feet and girded about the chest with 
a golden band.t !4His head and hair were 
white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire;t His feet were 
like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, 
and His voice as the sound of many wa- 
ters; 16He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two- 
edged sword, and His countenance was like 
the sun shining in its strength.t '7And when 
I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He 
laid His right hand on me, saying to me, 
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the 
Last.t 8] am He who lives, and was dead, 
and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. 
And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 
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\9Write® the things which you have seen, 
and the things which are, and the things 
which will take place after this.t 2°The mys- 
tery of the seven stars which you saw in My 
right hand, and the seven golden lamp- 
stands: The seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches, and the seven lamp- 
stands which you saw? are the seven 
churches.t 


--. Ephesus: Loveless =- 
3) “To the angel of the church of Ephesus 
write, 
‘These things says He who holds the 
seven stars in His right hand, who walks in 


1:17 4NU-Text and M-Text omit to me. 
1:19 24NU-Text and M-Text read Therefore, write. 
1:20 4NU-Text and M-Text omit which you saw. 





1:13 One like the Son of Man recalls Daniel's messianic figure (Dan 7:13—repeated by Stephen at his 
martyrdom, Acts 7:56). Christ called Himself Son of Man (see especially Mt 24:30ff.), for He is the fulfill- 
ment of Daniel’s prophecy. Additional parallels may be seen in both the Old and New Testaments 

(Dan 10:6; Mt 17:2; Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12). We also see Him vested in high-priestly garments (see Ex 28:4; 
29:5; Lv 16:4; WSol 18:24; Zec 3:4, 5). The gold with which He is girded is both royal (1Mc 10:89) and 


priestly. 


1:14-16 Further, Christ is here described as God, His hair (v. 14) being that of Daniel's vision of God as 
the “Ancient of Days” (7:9; see also 1En 46:1). His eyes signify knowledge; His feet (v. 15), permanence 


and stability; His voice, authority or teaching; His right hand (v. 16) 


, Power; His two-edged sword, com- 


plete discernment. This imagery continues throughout Revelation to affirm the preexistence and eternal 
divinity of the Son of Man (see also Jn 1:1-18). Thus, in Christ man (v. 14) and God (vv. 15, 16) are 


united. 


1:15 Dan 2:31-44 indicates this mysterious metal foundation not only provides stabi 


lity but has the abil- 


ity to forcibly crush all opposition as well. These images are contrasted with the feet of clay found in 
Dan 2:33, 43: the kingdoms of this world are not permanent, nor ultimately triumphant. Doan 
1:16 The Lord holds the stars that represent the seven churches (1:20), and hence, the Chu 

-H PAST N, eUh al e, urch. F 
Christ is Lord of the Church, In His just judgment, the sword He wields is the Word of God, Whites 
effortlessly to the very marrow and heart of humanity (see 2:16: 18:15; Is 11:4; 49:2: WSol 18:15; 
Eph 6:17; 2Th 2:9; Heb 4:12). The brilliance of His face recalls the Uncreated Light John saw radiating 
from the Savior at the Transfiguration on Mount Tabor. | pean 
1:17, 18 Mortal humanity cannot bear the revelation of divine glory, a i | ibli 

-3 y, a frequent biblical them 

Ex 19:21; 33:20; Is 6:5). Just as he fell prostrate at Mount Tabor (Mt 17:6), HA also does ERRE 


the presence of the glorified Savior (see Ezk 1:27; Dan 


10:7-9; see also 1En 14:24). Do not be afraid is 


a revelatory formula from the OT. As a signal for the theophany, it was carri i 

HALOTY TO , ed over into the NT (see 
the Annunciation, Lk 1:30; Jesus walking upon the water, Mt 14:27—"Fear not, | AM“: the aes 
ration, Mt 17:7). In the OT God was called “the first and the last” (Is 44:6; 48:12), and 50 too, is the 


Messiah. Some early heresies (e.g. Docetism) held that Jesus only seemed 


to die. But the Lord Himself 


testified, |... was dead, affirming the authenticity of His death; alive f 
xi i SA, } - i orevermo > H 

Resurrection—the power of which effects His lordship over death and its realm, The Gate icon of 

the resurrected Christ depicts Him with these keys (v, 18) in hand, standing triumphantly on the 


open gates of Hades, 


1:19 John’s visions have to do with both the present (things which are) and the future. 


1:20 The angels of the seven churches have been variously interpreted as being (1) 


gels of the church communities; (2) 


lation. 


the guardian an- 


v the pastoral leadership of these local churches: ifica- 
tion of the prevailing spirit of the given congregations; or (4) r eturchesO) aperani tee 
delivering the letters. The term “angel” (heavenly or earthly 


simply the messengers responsible for 
messenger) is used over 60 times in Reve- 


ee 


midst of the seve 





n golden lampstands:t 
x1] know your works, your labor, your pa- 
tience, and that you cannot bear those who 
are evil. And you have tested those who say 
they are apostles and are not, and have 
found them liars;t 3and you have perse- 
vered and have patience, and have labored 


for My name’s sake and have not become | 


weary. *Nevertheless I have this against 
you, that you have left your first love. 
sRemember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent and do the first works. or else 
| will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you re- 
pent. “But this you have, that you hate the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate t 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
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REVELATION 2:10 





overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of 
an ee is in the midst of the Paradise of 
od.” ’ , 


æ Smyrna: Persecuted 7> 
“And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write, 
‘These things says the First and the 
Last, who was dead, and came to life:t “I 
Know your works, tribulation, and 


poverty (but you are rich); and I know the 


blasphemy of those who say they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan.t Do not fear any of those things 
which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and you 
will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful 





2:1 The letters to the seven churches all follow.a standard format: (1) John is commanded to write to 
the angel of the church. (2) A short introduction of Christ with a descriptive title follows. (3) The state 
of the church is summarized, beginning with Jesus’ saying, “| know,” followed by praise or rebuke. | 

(4) Exhortations are given. (5) The message concludes with, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear,” 


and a special promise to him who “overcomes.” 


Ephesus, the provincial Roman capital for Asia Minor, was a populous, prosperous city located on im- 
portant trade routes. Besides the official cults of Artemis (Diana) and the emperor, various occult prac- 
tices flourished there (see Acts 19). The church had been founded by Paul about ap 53-56, and accord- 
ing to tradition, both John the Apostle and the Virgin Mary (whom Christ committed to John’s care at 


His crucifixion) lived in Ephesus. 


2:2-5 The Ephesian church had persevered in orthodox faith and moral uprightness, but had left its 
first love (v. 4), presumably for God and each other. False apostles were a serious problem in the early 
Church (see 2Co 11:13-23), and Paul warned they would ravage the church of Ephesus (Acts 20:29). 
However, in the early second century, St. Ignatius of Antioch praised the Ephesians for their continuing 
resistance to heresy. The lampstand (v. 5) is probably the Ephesian church's honor as the metropolitan 


church of Asia. 


2:6 Most scholars believe the Nicolaitans to be an early gnostic sect that tolerated idolatry and encour- 
aged fornication. Some of the church fathers held the founder of this sect to be an apostate Nicholas, 


one of the original seven deacons (Acts 6:5). 


2:7 The message of the Spirit to the churches Is explicitly a message to all Christians. In Hebrew, “con- 


quering” and “saving” are synonymous: Salvation 


IN Christ's victory, which is salvation. In contrast to t 


ful to Christ until the end, in spite of all obsta 


is victory. He who overcomes does so by participating 
he false Nicolaitan sect, “overcomers” remain faith- 
cles. Further, they fulfill the original destiny of man by 


partaking of the tree of life (Gn 2:9). To eat of this tree is to receive eternal life (vv. 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 


41; 21:7; Jn 16:33; 2Co 4:7-18). The fruit of the tree | 


mortality.” Tree of life is also an allu 
with Christ (Gal 2:20), partaking in the 
aradise of God is heaven (Lk 23:43; 2Co 
“ontrasted to the original earthly paradise. 
‘8 Smyrna (Izmir in modern Turkey) was, like Ep 
‘trong allegiance to Rome. A large an 
"re. St. Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, 
ned to death on a pyre, confessing 
Y a youth in Smyrna when Jo 
‘ote to the al es ood to Polycarp, as well. 
'3 The Smyrnan church was poor, per 
aodicea, The Jews of the synagogue 
° Were insincere in their protession 
5 who refused to embrace the Messiah and His 


s the spiritual food of 1Co 10:3, the “medicine of - 
sion to the Cross, upon which all Christians must be co-crucified 
death of Christ in order to participate in His Resurrection. The 
12:2-4); the city of God, the New Jerusalem (see 21:1—22:5), 


hesus, a beautiful and prosperous city, maintaining a 
influential Jewish population actively opposed Christianity 

on one of the first of the early hierarchs to be martyred: he was 

he had served Christ faithfully “for 86 years.” Polycarp was prob- 

hn addressed the letter to the church there. St. Ignatius of Antioch also 


aps because of the persecution, but spiritually rich, the opposite 
bey Satan may be either Jews in name only (see Rom 2:28, 29) 
f Judaism and compromising in their beliefs (Jn 8:31-47); or 
| Church (Rom 2:28; Gal 6:15). 





REVELATION 2:11 





until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life.t 

\l“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second 
death.” ’ | 


>. Pergamos: Compromising => 
2“And to the angel of the church in 
Pergamos write, 
‘These things says He who has the sharp 
two-edged sword:t !3“I know, your works, 
and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne 


is. And you hold fast to My name, and did | . 
| has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet 


not deny My faith even in the days in which 
Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where Satan. dwells.? 
l4But I have a few things against you, be- 
cause you have there those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to 
put a stumbling block before the children 


of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols)’ 3 
2:15 8NU-Text and M-Text read likewise for 


and to commit sexual immorality.? Thus 
you also have those who hold the doctrine 
of the Nicolaitans, which thing 1 hate. 
l6Repent, or else I will come to you quickly 
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and will fight against them with the sword 
of My mouth.! | 
17He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
manna to eat. And I will give him a white 
stone, and on the stone a new name written 
which no one knows except him who re- 
ceives it.” ’t 
-s, Thyatira: Corrupt -7> 
18“And to. the angel of the church in Thy- 


atira write, | | 
‘These things says. the Son of God, who 


like fine brass:t 19*I know your works, love, 
service, faith, and your patience; and as for 
your works, the last are more than the first. 
20Nevertheless I have a few things against 
you, because you allow that woman? 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to 





which thing I hate. | 2:19@NU-Text and M-Text 
read faith, service: 2:204NU-Text and M-Text 
read I have against you that you tolerate. 
bM-Text reads your wife Jezebel. 


2:10, 11 The persecution will be completed: in ten days, a limited time likely not meant to be taken 
literally, and some may undergo martyrdom. Christ encourages faithfulness to the end: The crown of 
life, an allusion to the wreath awarded to a victor in an arena (Php 3:14; 2Ti 2:5;,1Pt 5:4), is the reward 
of eternal life granted to those who conquer in:Christ. The second death (v. 11) indicates eternal 
damnation, the “lake of fire,” wherein sinners will receive their reward of final and lasting estrange- _ 


ment from God (20:6, 14, 15; 21:8), _. | 


2:12 Pergamos (modern Bergama), northeast of Smyrna, was.a distinguished city built on top of a thou- 
sand-foot-high hill 10 miles inland from the Aegean Sea: It boasted an outstanding library (the word 
“parchment” is derived from its name). Four important pagan cults were centered there, and emperor 
worship was popular, The sharp two-edged sword is the Lord's two-edged message of terror to some 
and joy to others, the just judgment of God (see note on 19:1-3). : 

2:1 3 Satan's throne refers to the city as a seat for idol worship: Pergamos was the first city in Asia to 
build a temple dedicated to the worship of a living emperor. Hence, Satan's throne, where he holds 
court, can also indicate the altar where Caesar was worshiped as lord, and/or where the Roman see! 
nor sat in his judgment seat, dealing out capital punishment by the “law of the sword.” According to 
tradition, the early martyr Antipas was bishop of Pergamos and was martyred in ap 92 by being burned 
i in a heated bronze bull, having witnessed before the Roman governor that Jesus is Lord. 

ms group in this church holds the doctrine of Balaam. Balaam is the biblical pr e iiaia 
teachers and religious compromisers. He encouraged immorality, idolatrous PES AE S 
against the Lord (Nm 22—24; 25:1-3; 31:16; 2Pt 2:15; Jude 11). | DAA ty 

2:16 The sword of My mouth is simply the Word of the Lord, the very articulation of which is just and 


righteous judgment. 


2:17 Hidden manna is an allusion to the bread of heaven (or th 
| inna is | | hi or the bread of angels), the bread of t 
Aane (ieee 23, ip alee: (arat To eat it is to partake of the messianic Enna 
LMR £4.20~3U), thei LUC arist of the age to come. In sharp contrast to cor rion with t 
pagan cult, it restores our original communion with God. The white stone on which bates es Sa 


scribed indicates a new identity with Christ. Unlike | inscri 
\ ity . Unlike pagan amulets inscribed with 
the new name of Christ is received by His faithful at their baptismal rebirth: i 


ysterious formulae, 


2:18 Thyatira lay southeast of Pergamos and was a commercial city known for its trade guilds 


(Acts 16:14). Guild meetings frequently included cultic meals in 
Christian tradesmen, for the meetings involved idol worshi 
feet allude to the vision of the Son of Manin Dan10. 


their patronal temples, a problem for 
p and sexual debauchery. Christ's eyes and 





sickbed, and those who commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, unless they 
repent of their® deeds.t 23] will kill her chil- 
dren with death, and all the churches shall 
know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts. And I will give to each one of 
you according to your works. 

4“Now to you I say, anda to the rest in 
Thyatira, as many as do not have this doc- 


trine, who have not known ‘the depths of 


Satan, as they say, I will put on you no 
other burden.t 25But hold fast what you 
have till I come. "And he who overcomes, 
and keeps My works until the end, to him I 
will give power over the nations— 


“He shall rule them with a rod of iron; 
They shall:be dashed to pieces like-the 
pDotter’s vesse]s’a— 


as I also have received from My Father; 
#and I will give him the morning start 

“He who has an ear, let him hear, what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 


REVELATION 3:5 
=. Sardis: Dead > 


“And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis write, | | 
‘These things says He who has the 





Seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I 


know your works, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead.t 2Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die: for I have not 
found your works perfect before God.@t 
’Remember therefore how you have re- 


ceived and heard: hold fast and repent. 


Therefore if you will not watch, I will come 
upon you as-a thief, and you will not know 
What hour I will come upon you. 4You2 
have a few names even in Sardis who have 
not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with Me in white, for they are wor- 
thy.t “He who overcomes shall be clothed 


in white garments, and I will not blot out 


his name from the Book of Life; but I will 





2:20 “NU-Text and M-Text read and teaches and 
seduces. 2:21 4NU-Text and M-Text read time 
to repent, and she does not want to repent of 
her sexual immorality. _ 2:22 4NU-Text and _ 
M-Text read her. 2:244NU-Text and M-Text 
omit and: "NU-Text and M-Text omit will. 

2:27 Psalm 2:9'- 3:2 *NU-Text and M-Text read 
My God. | 3:423NU-Text and M-Text read | 
Nevertheless you have a\few names.in Sardis. _ - 


2:20 The false prophetess is called Jezebel after Ahab’s queen, who vigorously promoted idolatry in 
Israel (3Kg 18; 4Kg 9). The church in Thyatira has allowed a new Jezebel (a member of the Nicolaitan 
sect) to exert an influential “prophetic” leadership in the community, leading-many of the faithful 


astray, 


2:22, 23 Those who commit adultery (v;.22) are those who accept the teaching of the false prophetess; 


her children (v, 23) are her followers, 


i 


2:24 The depths of Satan: The infidels claimed to know deep spiritual things, but Christ labels their 


Claims Satanic delusion. 


2:28 The morning star is none other than Christ (22:16). He is the Daylight from on high (Lk 1:78; see - 
2Pt 1:19), the true Light which enlightens all who come into the world (Jn\1:9). The phrase may-also i>: 


'efer to eternal life and a share in the reign of Christ. 


3:1 is ile f Thyatira, was known for its wealth and unassailable fortifications. It 
Seopa sated PA fallen into decline. The church there was also in decline, not 
falling into heresy or immorality, but into death. For the church in Sardis had so completely compro- 
Nised with the surrounding pagan world that although it appeared to be alive, it was spiritually dead 
(21:19), There is irony in Christ's accusation. Sardis boasted of a venerable temple to the Asiatic 
Nother-goddess Cybele, purportedly able to restore the dead to life. In the letter to Ephesus (2:1—7),.the 
ven stars represented the angels that guided the churches, The seven Spirits of God is either an. ex- 
Pression indicating the fullness of God's powerful presence in the Church, or an allusion to the seven- 
old operation of the Spirit of God spoken of by Isaiah (11:2), a connection proposed by St. Justin, The 
liest recorded interpreter of Revelation, St. Melito, was bishop of Sardis c, 190. 


Christ's exhortation to vigilance would be especially relevant to the citizens of Sardis. Though its 


ress was considered impregnable, the city was overconfident and had twice fallen because of its- 


Sarde! failure to be watchful, 


4, WB adit ment for priests, a symbol of the resurrected body, They allude to spir- 
tual purn mana eee nest Pe D into new life in Christ; immortality; a glorified body; 
a place at Raani wedding banquet (Mt 22:11-14). 1 ò KS 1 ASI 
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REVELATION 3:6 





fore His angels.t 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 


œ. Philadelphia: Faithful > 
“And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write, | 
‘These things says He who is holy, He 
who is true, “He who has the key of David, 


He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts | 


and no one opens” t 8“I know your works. 
see, I have set before you an open door, 
and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not 
denied My name.t Indeed I will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan, who say 
they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed | 
will make them come and worship before 
your feet, and to know that I have loved 
you.t “Because you have kept My com- 
mand to persevere, I also will keep you 
from the hour of trial which shall come 
upon the whole world, to test those who 





confess his name before My Father and be- 


a 
——— ES 











dwell on the earth.t |'Behold,* I am coming 
quickly! Hold fast what you have; that no 
one may take your crown. !2He who over- 
comes, I will make him a pillar in the tem- 
ple of My God, and he shall go out no more. 
I will write on him the name of My God and 


the name of the city of My God, the New Je- 
rusalem, which comes down out of heaven 


from My God. And I will write on him My 
new name.t 

3“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 


%®. Laodicea: Lukewarm 7. 
4“And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans# write, ) 
‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful 
and [rue Witness, the Beginning of the cre- 
ation of God:t 15“I know your works, that 
you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish 





3:7 "Isaiah 22:22 3:84NU-Text and M-Text read 
which no one can shut. 3:11 4NU-Text and 
M-Text omit Behold. 3:148NU-Text and M-Text 
read in Laodicea. 


: —— 


3:5 The Book of Life (13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; Ex 32:32; Ps 68:29; Dan 12:1; Lk 10:20; see also 1En 47:3 
God's register naming all who will inherit eternal life. By the fourth century, at the beginning of Lent 
the names of the catechumens were enrolled in a church record book termed 


) is 


“The Heavenly Book,” or 


“The Book of the Church” (see TheoMop, JohnChr and GrgNy). The Son speaks of His Father and His 
angels but He also calls them His own angels (Mt 13:41; 24:31), showing His equality with the Father. 
3:7 Philadelphia (modern Alashehier) was a smaller and newer city than the other six, situated 30 miles 


southeast of Sardis. The key of David 


3:8 The Philadelphians had probabl 
assurance of an open door to His Kingdom. 
3:9 Worship is better translated “bow down." 


(Is 22:22, Hebrew text) is a messianic reference to the One who 
may Judge in God's Name and admit or exclude from the City of David, the New Jerusalem 
Eph 1:22). St. Ignatius calls Christ the Door to the Father. 


y been excommunicated from the local synagogue, hence Christ's 


(see 


Jesus will force the unbelieving Jews to humble them- 


selves before the Philadelphian Christians, not literally to worship them. 


3:10 To those faithful to Him, the Lord Jesus will in turn be f 
come to the whole world by preserving them during that trial ( 
demonic assaults. Although the faithful will not be rescued fro 
dom, they will be sustained and supported so as to persevere | 
apocalyptic image (Dan 12:1; Mt 6:13; Mk 13:4; Jn 17:6, 15; 2Th 2:1-12), 
tribulation (chs, 8; 9; 16) preceding the manifestation of the eternal Ki 
on the earth is a commonly used term for the ungodly, 


3:12 The coming down of the New Jerusalem 
tion of all creation from bondage. 
at His second and glorious coming. 
3:14 Laodicea (modern Eski-hisar 
most prosperous city of the area, boasting a special 
medical school. Many Jews lived there, Paul wrote a 
was identical to what we know as Ephesians) to be 


promise of God (2Co 1:19, 20). : 


aithful during the hour of trial that will 

see Jn 17:15) and protecting them from 
m sufferings, persecution, and martyr- 

n their faithfulness. The hour of trial is an 
referring to the testing and 
ngdom of God. Those who dwell 


/erusalem represents the union of heaven and earth and the libera- 
Pillar indicates permanence; the new name is Christ's full revelation 


) was 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia on the same road. It was the 
type of wool, a large banking industry, and a famous 
letter to Laodicea (which no longer exists, unless it 


} A exchanged with the Colossians (see Col 4:16). 
Amen is a divine title applied here to Christ, who is the final 


ratification and accomplishment of the 


It affirms His sureness and steadfastness, amplified by Faithful and True 


Witness. The word beginning (Gr. arche) 


wi | has been seized upon by ancient Arians and modern Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who attempt to prove Christ i 


term is more accurately translated as “ 
Beginning is the principle, the source of God's crea 
Heb 1:2), the creative Word and Wisdom of God. 


s created, thus denying His eternal existence. However, the 
source” or “origin,” signifying He is the Master of all. Christ the 
tion (see Pr 8:23; Jn 1:3; 1Co 8:6; Col 1:16, 17; 
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you were cold or hot.t ‘So then, because He who has an ear, let him hear what 
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor | the Spirit Says to the churches.” ’ ” 
hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
Because you Say, ‘I am rich, have become | ~ Heavenly Temple, Heavenly Worship 7 
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and After these things I looked, and be- 
do not know that you are wretched, miser- hold, a door standing open in heaven. 
able, poor, blind, and naked—t 18] counsel | And the first voice which I heard was like a 
you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, tumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come 
that you may be rich; and white garments, | UP here, and | will show you things which 
that you may be clothed, that the shame of | MUSt take place after this." 
your nakedness may not be revealed: and |. _/™mediately I was in the Spirit; and be- 
anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you. hold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 
may see. 19As many as I love, I rebuke and | {Pe throne. “And He who sat there was? 
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. | {Ke a Jasper and a sardius stone in appear- 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If | ance; and there was a rainbow around the 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door. | Eni in appearance like an emerald. 
| will'come in to him and dine with him, | “7OU"G the throne were twenty-four 
and he with Me.t 21To him who overcomes I | ae wt panon ee Sa 7 
i t it with] aie eAR | 3:16#NU-Text an - [ext read hot nor cold. 
n A A = AAR Ee v 7 4:3 #M-Text omits And He who sat there was 


| z (which makes the description in verse 3 modify 
Father on His throne.t the throne rather than God). 






Jou 





3:15, 16 Six miles from Laodicea, hot springs at Hierapolis gave forth water that became lukewarm 
(v. 16) by the time it reached Laodicea. It was contaminated with many minerals, impossible to drink 
and nauseating. The Laodiceans were lukewarm in spiritual fervor and good works; their lack of com- 
mitment is revolting to the Lord, who would have them go one way or the other. 

3:17, 18 Preoccupation with material wealth and comfort have deadened the fervor of the Laodiceans, 
who have fallen into a complacent self-satisfaction denounced by the Physician of our souls and bodies. 
Christ counsels them to seek spiritual wealth, forgiveness and resurrection life, and enlightenment, of- 
fering a loving chastisement that can bring about true healing, true and lasting riches. Gold, white gar- 
ments, and eye salve (v. 18) correspond to the three leading Laodicean industries. 

3:20 | will . . . dine with him if there is cooperation, the synergy of an open door. God does not force. 
anyone to cooperate with Him. He keeps knocking, awaiting a response. This promise looks toward 
both the messianic banquet, the wedding supper of the Lamb of God (19:9; Lk 22:30), and the Holy 
Eucharist, which is a foretaste of the heavenly feast. Faithful disciples are promised they will eat and 
drink at table with Him (Lk 22:28-30) in the ultimate reality of the Kingdom of heaven. Note the paral- 
lels with the parable of the bridegroom (Mt 25:1-13) and with the teaching about those who will shut 
themselves out of the feast of the Kingdom (Lk 13:25-30). 

3:21 The one who cooperates with God overcomes, or conquers. Those who heed God's rebuke and 
C astening (v. 19) conquer lukewarmness and become “hot” in their spiritual lives (vv. 15, 16). Those 
o share Christ's trials will share His table and His throne in His Kingdom (4:4; 20:4-6; 22:3-5; Lk 22:30; 

2:12). | 

4:1 After this does not refer to a chronological order within the text of chs. 1—4, but instead connects 
IS next sequence with the initial vision, a vision that beholds past, present, and future as one whole. 

t. John writes, as it were, from inside the eye of an apocalyptic tornado, recording glimpses of the 
“schatological events that whirl by. The single open door through the vaulted firmament (see Gn 1:7, 8) 
allows vision into the depths of all mysteries, the celestial throne. Since earthly events have their origin 
in Neaven, true insight into history can be attained only from that vantage point (see Gn 28:17; Ezk 1:1; 

1:10; Acts 7:56: see also 1En 14:14; TLev 5:1). Come up, reminiscent of Moses’ invitation from God to 
“cen Mt. Sinai (Ex 19:24), is a command with liturgical overtones: to enter God's sanctuary, His “high 
Place.” 

42, 3 Gag ; biblical visi s sitting on a throne, a symbol of His sovereign lordship 
BK YP A a 3 aa: Dan 79; Mt 5:34; 23:22; see also 1En 14:18, 19). The image of this 

fone occurs over 40 times in Revelation and is further described as “a great white throne” (20:11), a 
throne of judament. But here His throne is surrounded by a rainbow (v. 3), the sign of God's everlasting 
‘Ovenant See to which He will not judge man again as He did at the Flood (Gn 9:12-17). Mercy 
nuMphs over ‘adamant (Mt 9:13). Thus, in the Orthodox Church, the altar table is sometimes called 
t e throne n i 


a 





SsselLITURGY. IN THE NEWeaqcc 
TESTAMENT CHURCH 


M irtually all students of the Bible realize there was liturgical worship in Israel. 

es » Immediately after the giving of the Ten C ommandments (Ex 20;1-17), instructions for 
+)¢, building the altar were set forth (Ex 20:24—26). Then comes instruction concerning 
ie keeping the Sabbath (Ex 23:10-13), the annual feasts (Ex 23:14-19), and the various 

“~ offerings and furnishings in the sanctuary (Ex 25:1-40). Following this, chapters 26—30 
deal with such matters as the design of the tabernacle, the altar, and the outer court, the 
priests’ vestments and their consecration, and instructions for daily offerings. 

Liturgical worship is also found in heaven, which is to be expected, since God instructed. 

Moses to make the earthly place of worship as a “copy and shadow of the heavenly things” 
(Heb 8:5; see Ex 25:40). Heavenly worship is revealed in such. passages as: Isaiah 6:1-8, where 


we see the prophet caught up to heaven for the liturgy, and Revelation 4, which records the 
apostle John’s vision of heaven’s liturgy. 


The key to comprehending liturgy in the New Testaments is to understand the work de the 
High Priest, our Lord Jesus Christ, who inaugurates the new covenant. Christ is “a priest for- 
ever” (Heb 7:17, 21). It is unthinkable that He would be'a priest but not serve liturgically: 
“forever” suggests He serves continually, without ceasing, in the heavenly tabernacle. Further, 
He is called not only a priest but a liturgist: “a Minister [ Gr. Uae lit., “hturgist”) of the 
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected” (Heb 8:2). Christian woEP on 
earth, to be fully Christian, must mirror'the worship of Christ in heaven. 


Moreover, Christ is “Mediator. of a better covenant” (Heb 8:6). What is that evenane la 
the words of the Lord, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood” (1Co 11:25). Just as the 
blood of bulls and goats in the old covenant prefigured Christ’s sacrifice to come, so the eu- 
charistic feast brings to us the fullness of His new covenant offering, completed at the Cross 
and fulfilled in His Resurrection. This once-for-all offering of Himself (Heb 7:27) which He as 
High Priest presents at the heavenly altar is an offering in which we participate through the 
Divine Liturgy in the Church, This is the worship of the New Testament Church! - 

Given this biblical background, a number of New Testament Passages take On new mean- 
ing. 

| Acts 13:2: “As they ministered to the Lord [lit., “as they were in the neve of the 
Lord” | and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul.” We learn 


that (a) these two ‘apostles were called by God during worship, and (b) the Holy Spirit speaks 
in a liturgical setting. 


2 Acts 20:7: “Now on the first cay of the week, when the disciples came together to 


break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them.” Communion was held each 
Sunday. z 


3 Romans 16:16: “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” A' kiss of greeting was common 
in this ancient culture. The “holy kiss,” however, was an element of the Christian liturgy that 
signified the people of God were reconciled to one another, so that they might receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ in peace. 


4 Ephesians 5:14: “Awake, you who sleep, if, Arise from the dead, / And Chae will give 
you light,” This is an ancient baptismal hymn, already in use by the time Ephesians was writ- 


ten. Other examples of creeds and hymns of New Mechiinene times are seen in 1 Timothy 3:16 
and 2 Timothy 2:11-13., | iF at 


5 Hebrews 13:10: “We have an altar” reveals the’ continuation of the altar in New Testa- 
ment worship, 


6 Revelation 1:10; “1 was in the Spirit on the Lord’ : Day.” Many scholars believe 
John saw his vision of Christ during the Sunday liturgy, as the Lord appeared to him “in ‘ 
the midst of the seven lampstands” (Rev 1:13), Lampstands would be found in the: 
Christian giacantetah just as UNEM were in abe Hebrew Vtomple | | Paiva werent 
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ES | fells eer y | REVELATION 4:11 
‘nrones, and on the thrones I saw tw Whenever the living creatures give glory 
| and honor and thanks to Him who sits on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever, !°the 
| twenty-four elders fall down before Him 
| who sits on the throne and worship Him 
who lives forever and ever, and cast their 


crowns before the throne, saying:t 


enty- 


’Before the throne there was a sea of 
glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the 
throne, and around the throne, were four 
living creatures full\of eyes in front and in | 
back.t ‘The first living creature was like a 
lion, the second living creature like a calf, 
the third living creature had a face like a | 
man, and the fourth living creature was 
like a flying eagle,.’The four living crea- 
tures, each having six wings, were full of | 
eyes around and within. And they do not. 
rest day or night, saying: 


‘You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist? and were 
created.”t 


4:4*®NU-Text and M-Text read robes, with 
crowns. — 4:58NU-Text.and M-Text read voices, 
| and thunderings. ®"M-Text omits the. 


“Holy, holy, holy, | 4:6 «NU-Text and M-Text add something like. 
Lord-God Alm ighty | 4:82M-Text has holy nine times. 4:11 #NU-Text 
: | ei ene and M-Text read our Lord and God. ®NU-Text 
Who was and is and is to come!” : and M-Text read existed. ? | 





4:4 The twenty-four elders are usually interpreted to be elders of the old and new covenants: the 
twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve apostles, the fullness of both covenants. They are the foundation 
of the people of God in both covenants (7:4; Mt 19:28). These elders continually fall down before God 
in worship (5:14; 11:16; 19:4), in adoration and praise (4:11; 5:9, 10; 11:17, 18; 19:4). 
4:6, 7 The sea of glass (Ezk 1:22-26) surrounds God's throne, for God is approached by fallen men only 
through waters of death that produce life. As Israel journeyed through the Red Sea as if on hard 
ground, so Christians pass through the waters of baptism, entering into Christ's death and Resurrection. 
If the sea is not of glass, there is death, not new life. Also, God is vast and overpowering, as a sea of 
light would be. The hosts of angels surround Him (Dan 7:10) as a sea of purity. | Ai 

The four living creatures are angelic beings adapted from Ezk 1:4-20 and Is 6:2. Their number is that. 
of the whole world, the cosmos, and thus they portray creation, beasts, men, and angels as the King- 
dom of God. Traditional iconography. depicts them as symbols for the four evangelists. Their worship of 
God is unceasing, an ideal inspiring the round-the-clock services of Orthodox monastic communities. 
4:8 The six wings (Is 6:2;.Ezk 1:6) may symbolize the swiftness with which God's will is enacted in His 
world. Full of eyes around and within (see the wheels of Ezk 1:18) indicates the absolute vigilance of ; 
these creatures. They do not rest day or night suggests the essence of their ceaseless activity: to praise 
God (the very liturgy which the whole cosmos is called to serve) and to pray without ceasing 
(Ps 102:20-22; 148; 150; 1Th 25;17). | | | 

Their hymn, “Holy, holy, holy,” like that of Isaiah's seraphim (Is 6:3), praises God, who is Lord of his- 
tory and fills heaven and earth with His\glory. Isaiah's doxology was part of synagogue worship and was 
incorporated into the worship of the Church (1Clem 34:6), Another form of this hymn, the Trisagion 
"Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us!").reverberates throughout the services of 
the Orthodox Church. Ambrose wrote a similar hymn, the “Te Deum.” The eucharistic prayer of the Di- 
vine Liturgies of Ss. John Chrysostom, Basil, and James refers to the perpetual thrice-holy hymn of the 
‘cherubim and the seraphim,” thus blending the visions of Ezekiel, Isaiah, and St. John, and underscor- 
ing that the Divine Liturgy on earth is one with the heavenly liturgy of the angels and glorified saints. 
4:10 The elders participate in the heavenly worship by the physical acts of prostration (see 3Kg. 18:42) 
and casting their crowns. Prostration, a significant feature of historic Christian worship, is based in 
Scripture and signifies humility before God, The casting of crowns shows that the honor and glory of 

e saints derives from and belongs to God. (i 7 
4:11 This doxology (glorification of God) is typical of many in the Apocalypse, It is offered to the Father 
and to Christ, Doxologies are a prominent aspect of Orthodox liturgy, ascribing glory, honor, and 


POWer to God. 





REVELATION 5:1 en eee 93 








“*. The Lamb Opens the Scroll «= ’Then He came and took the scroll out of the 
And I saw in the right hand of Him who | right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
sat on the throne a scroll written inside | Now when He had taken the scroll, the 

and on the back, sealed with seven seals.t | four living creatures and the twenty-four 
“Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with | elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the | having a harp, and golden bowls full of in- 
scroll and to loose its seals?”t 3And no one in | cense, which are the prayers of the saints.t 
heaven or on the earth or under the earth | “And they sang a new song, saying: 
was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. , 

4So I wept much, because no one was | “You are worthy to take the scroll, 
found worthy to open and read? the scroll, or And to open its seals; 


to look at it. °But one of the elders saidto me, | For You were slain, 

“Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of And have redeemed us to God by Your 

Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to blood 

open the scroll and to loose? its seven seals.” Out of every tribe and tongue and 
*And I looked, and behold,? in the midst of people and nation," 


the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb | `, 
as though it had been slain, having seven | 2°4°NU-Text and M-Text omit and read. 


: g:o 3NU-Text and M-Text omit to loose. 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven | 5-6 aNU-Text and M-Text read I saw in the 
Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.! | midst ...a Lamb standing. 





= 








5:1 The scroll contains the secret decrees of God concerning the judgment and salvation of humanity 
(see Ezk 2:9, 10; Ps 138:16; see also 1En 81:1, 2). Included is the greatest of all mysteries, God's will con- 
cerning the events marking the end times (see Dan 19:21), sealed up and hidden in profound security 
(with seven seals) until the time it will be revealed and implemented. In the twenty-three references to 
scrolls in Revelation there are five types: (1) the unsealed letters to the churches of Asia: (2) the un- 
sealed Book of Life (13:8ff.); (3) the unsealed books of judgment (20:12); (4) the little open scroll that is 
eaten (10:8-10); and (5) the present sealed scroll. Bes 

5:2-5 Who can know the mysteries of the scroll and the seals? Who but Christ, the Son of God Himself, 
can understand the greatest of all mysteries and how God deals with man in history? The Lion... . of 
Judah and Root of David are messianic titles with parallels in the OT and apocryphal books (see Gn 
49:9, 10; Is 11:1-10). The One who has conquered Satan decisively, once and for all, in His self-sacrifice 
on the Cross and in His Resurrection, is alone worthy to open the scroll of destiny, reveal its message, 
and carry out its words. 

3:6, 7 Jesus is called the Lamb of God in Jn 1:29. Isaiah compares the Messiah’s voluntary self-sacrifice to 
a lamb being led to slaughter (Is 53). The central theme of Revelation is victory through sacrifice. This 
Lamb stands between the throne, the four living creatures, and the elders. St. Ignatius refers to the 
bishop standing at the center of his flock as an image of both the Father and the Son. In the develop- 
ment of episcopal vesture, the bishop's outer garment was for a time woven of wool. Seven horns and 
seven eyes represent the fullness of Christ's power and knowledge; through Him also the Holy Spirit 
(the seven Spirits of God) is sent on His mission to the world. Intertestamental Jewish apocalyptic litera- 
ture portrayed the Messiah as a horned lamb who would fight for His people and conquer the forces of 
evil. The Jews, however, never expected this warrior-lamb to suffer and die, and did not consider Him to 
be God. The warrior-lamb is both with God (in the midst of the throne) and with man (in the midst of 
the elders), for He is the union of God and man without the merging of the two natures. 

3:8 The four angelic beings, the four living creatures, and the glorified saints of all ages represented by 
the twenty-four elders worship Jesus, thus recognizing His deity, by elevated thanksgiving (each having 
a harp). And by elevated prayer (golden bowls full of incense) they present to God the prayers of the 
saints still on earth, manifested in the incense (8:3, 4; see Ps 140:2; Tb 12:15). In the ancient world, in- 
cense was used in both secular and liturgical life. God, people, and objects were censed as a sign of 
honor and dedication, And in the services of the Church, incense is also a symbol of prayer. 

5:9-14 Three doxologies are sung by ever-increasing choruses. (1) The elders with the most eminent 
angels sing a new song, more perfect than any hymn before, to the Lamb (Christ), for He has inaugu- 
rated the new age (21:1, 5; Is 42:10). (2) The Church joined by all the holy angels—much as the priests 
are followed by the choir and then by the entire church—sends up to the Lamb a fullness of divine as- 
criptions in a sevenfold doxology (5:12). (3) All creation, the whole cosmos, joins in a hymn of glory 
addressed to the Father and to the Son. As heaven's angels sing to God, so do “we who represent the 
cherubim.” The Church has always been first and foremost a worshiping community; the Divine Liturgy 
empowers and inspires evangelism, social service, instruction, and all else. 
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And have made us® kings? and priests 
to our God; 


And we® shall reign on the earth.” 





uThen I looked, and I heard the voice of 
many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands, !2saying 
with a loud voice: 


“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

To receive power and riches and 
wisdom, 

And strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 


3And every creature which is in heaven 
and on the earth and under the earth and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, I heard saying: 


“Blessing and honor and glory and 
power 

Be to Him who sits on the throne, 

And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 


Then the four living creatures said, 
‘Amen!” And the twenty-four? elders fell 
down and worshiped Him who lives forever 
and ever. 


æ Seal One: The Conqueror -* 

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one 
J of the seals; and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying with a voice like 
thunder, “Come and see.”t 2And I looked, and 
behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a 
bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer.t 








REVELATION 6:8 












-™ Seal Two: Conflict on Earth 7- 
3When He opened the second seal, I 
heard the second living creature saying, 
“Come and see.”@t 4Another horse, fiery 
red, went out. And it was granted to the 
one who Sat on it to take peace from the 
earth, and that people should kill one an- 
other; and there was given to him a great 
sword. 


“e. Seal Three: Scarcity on Earth 7- 


SWhen He opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature say, “Come and 


| see.” So I looked, and behold, a black 


horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of 
scales in his hand.t And I heard a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures say- 
ing, “A quart? of wheat for a denarius,° and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and 
do not harm the oil and the wine.” 


= Seal Four: Widespread Death -= 
1When He opened the fourth seal, I heard 


‘the voice of the fourth living creature say- 


ing, “Come and see.”t 8So I looked, and be- 
hold, a pale horse. And the name of him 
who sat on it was Death, and Hades fol- 
lowed with him. And power was given to 
them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with 
sword, with hunger, with death, and by the 


| beasts of the earth. 





9:10 4NU-Text and M-Text read them. >NU-Text 
reads a kingdom. *NU-Text and M-Text read 
they. 95:13°M-Text adds Amen. 5:144NU-Text 
and M-Text omit twenty-four. "NU-Text and 
M-Text omit Him who lives forever and ever. 

6:1 2NU-Text and M-Text read seven seals. 


-6:3 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit and see. 
-6:6 ‘Greek choinix; that is, approximately one 
quart >This was approximately one day's wage 


for a worker. 


6:1-17 With the Lamb’s opening of the seals, John begins a description of the signs of the end, much of 
already set forth by Jesus in the Gospels (Mt 24; Mk 13; Lk 21). The seals are consequences of man’s 
condition, an overview of conditions manifest since the birth of the Church, which will continue until 


$ 


Christ's second coming. The four horsemen (see Zec 1:8-17; 6:1-8 for the model of this imagery) person- 


1Y the scourges which, through the prophets, God has threatened as judgment on the faithless: war, 


amine, plague, natural disasters. 


6:2 The first rider (on the white horse, carrying a bow) represents the spirit of conquest, reminiscent of 
erce divine judgment in the OT, usually wrought through the military power of adversaries (Jer 27:29; 


“K 9:15). Jesus taught “nation will rise against nation” (Mt 24:7). 


liberators of the oppressed people of God. 


The figure here probably represents 


te 4 The second rider represents war, violent bloodshed, and death—removal of peace from the 
| arth, the result of the conquests of the first rider. Jesus predicted there will be “wars and rumors of 


wars” (Mt 24:6). 


'S, 6 The third rider represents famine and inflation, frequent accompaniments of war. 


fe 8 The fourth horseman represents widespread human death, pale green being the color of rotting 
$h. Pestilence and starvation follow the famine of warfare. 


B 





REVELATION 6:9 


œ Seal Five: Cry of the Martyrs r 
"When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the 
testimony which they held.t “And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 








O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and | 


avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” !!Then a white robe was given 
to each of them; and it was said to them 
that they should rest a little while longer, 
until both the number of their fellow ser- 


vants and their brethren, who would be | other angel ascending from the east, hav- 


killed as they were, was completed. 


< Seal Six: Cosmic Disturbances m> 


12] looked when He opened the sixth seal, 
and behold,’ there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of 
hair, and the’ moon» became like blood? 
l3And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, 
as a fig tree drops its late figs when if is 
shaken by a mighty wind. “Then the sky 
receded as a scroll when it is rolled wp. and 
every mountain and island was moved out 


AL 














in the rocks of the mountains, '®and said to 
the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and 


hide us from the face of Him who sits on 


the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
l7For the great day of His wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?” 


s Angels Visit Earth 7- 


-After these things I saw four angels 
standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, 


that the wind should not blow on the earth, 


on the sea, or on any tree.t Then I saw an- 


ing the seal of the living God. And he cried 
with a loud voice to the four angels to 
whom it was granted to harm the earth and 
the sea, 3saying, “Do not harm the earth, 
the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the 
servants of our God on their foreheads.” 
4A nd I heard the number of those who were 
sealed. One hundred and forty-four thou- 


k 
- 


i sand of all the tribes of the children -of 
iS) 


srae! were sealed:t 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of its place. "And the kings of the earfa, |. 14. : RTT 

the great men. the rich men, the command- | &12°NU-Text and M- Text omit behold. 3NU- 
RE mich TEENEI š Text and M-Text read the whole moon. 

ers," the mighty men, every Slave and every | 6:15 2NU-Text and M-Text read the command- 

free man, hid themselves in the caves and | ers, the rich men. 


Foes 


ee ee 


6:9-11 The cry of the martyrs for vengeance is not vindictive; they are pleading with God to hasten the 


end of persecution’ and the consummation of His plans for the world. In the interim, the martyrs are 
consoled by the white robe (v. 11)—a Jewish symbol of resurrection from the dead. Elsewhere it is.a | 
symbol of blessedness, good deeds, innocence, victory, purity, new and eternal life, transfiguration, a 


resurrected and glorified body, vesting in Christ, and the wedding garment of salvation (3:5; 7:9, 13-17; 


19:8, 9; Is 61:10; Dan 10:5; Mt 22:1-4; Gal 3:27; see also 1En.62:16). The martyrs are called to have pa- 
tience until the fullness of their number is complete. The vision of the souls of the martyrs under the 
altar (v. 9) derives from the OT practice of pouring the blood (the physical manifestation of the life of 
the soul) of sin offerings at the base of the altar of burnt offering. It is a basis for the historic Christian 
practices of building church buildings over tombs of martyrs, placing relics of saints in the altar when a 
church is consecrated, and burying baptized people under the altar. Thus, in the Divine Liturgy Ortho- 
dox Christians remember “those who lie asleep here and in all the world.” | | 

6:12-17 The sixth seal represents the cosmic disturbances that often accompany descriptions of “the 
day of the Lord,” the return of Christ (Joel 3:3, 4; Mt 24:29, 30; and parallels). People in rebellion 
against God (v. 15) are terror-stricken before God's judgmental wrath. | > 
7:1-17 The seventh (and final) seal will yet be opened (8:1). The visions here of the faithful Church 
form an interlude wherein the Lord’s faithful are “sealed” against His wrath. “Who is able to stand?” 
(6:17). The faithful, who will be sealed and will then assemble for worship. f | 
7:1-3 The four winds are symbolic “winds of judgment,” as in Jewish apocalyptic literature (Jer 25:16; 


Zec 2:10; Dan 8:8; Mk 13:27; see also 1En 76:1-4). They are restrained until God's servants (Is 44:5; 2Co 1:22; 


2Ti 2:19) are sealed (v. 3), that is, given a special protection from the ensuing judgments (Ezk 9:1-11). 
7:4-8 The servants of God are sealed (v. 4) by the Holy Spirit. Extensive debates have taken place re- 
garding the 144,000. Some regard the number as symbolizing the entire faithful Church as the new 
Israel (12 tribes times the churches of the 12 apostles times 1000—a number which means “a reat 
amount”). Thus, the contention is that the number simply stands for completeness and peitecton 
twelve times twelve equals the perfect square. Slightly differently, some see the 144,000 as the Church 
militant, the Church on earth, and the white-robed multitude (vv. 9, 10) as the Church triumphant 


aa Sealing God’s Servants 25 

sof the tribe of Judah twelve thousand 
were sealed: 

of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand 
were sealed; NH 

of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand 
were Sealed; 

sof the tribe of Asher twelve thousand 
were sealed; 

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand 
were sealed; : 

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand were sealed; i by 

Tof the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand 
were sealed; l 

of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand 
were sealed; 

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand 
were sealed; 

Sof the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand 
were sealed; | 

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand 
were sealed: 

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve 

thousand were sealed. 





Final Ingathering and Worship -7> 
9A fter these things I looked, and_behold, 
a great multitude which.no one could num- 
ber, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and 
tongues, standing before the throne and be- 


fore the Lamb. clothed with white robes, | 


with palm branches in their hands,* Wand 
crying out with a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” !'All the an- 


gels stood around the throne and the elders | 


and the four living creatures, and fell on 
their faces before the throne and wor- 
shiped God, !2saying: 





7:9-14 The'scene shifts to heaven, where an innumerable 
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the waters of life. 
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“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might, 

"Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen.” 


3Then one. of the elders answered, say- 


ing to me, “Who’are these arrayed in white 


robes, and where did they come from?” 
l4And I said to him, “Sir,2 you know.” 

So he said to me, “These are the ones 
who come out of the great tribulation, and 
washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they 
are before the throne of God, and serve 


Him day and night in His temple. And He 


who sits on the throne will dwell among 
them.t !6They shall neither hunger any- 
more nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not 
strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb 
who is in the midst of the throne will shep- 
herd them and lead them to living foun- 
tains of waters.2 And God will wipe away 


every tear from their eyes.” | 


æ Seal Seven: Prelude to the Trumpets = 
When He opened the seventh seal, 

© there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour.t 2And I saw the seven angels 
who stand before God, and to them were 
given seven trumpets.f *Then another 
angel, having a golden censer, came and 
stood at the altar. He was given much in- 
cense, that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all the saints upon the golden 


7:5 2In NU-Text and M-Text were sealed is 
stated only in verses 5a and 8c; the words are 
understood in the remainder of the passage. 
7:14°®NU-Text and M-Text read My lord, 
7:17®NU-Text and M-Text read to fountains of l 





multitude from all nations worships before 


the throne of God. Their white robes and palm branches (v. 9) symbolize purity and victory. The 


vast multitude represents either the entire 
(washed . .. in the blood of th 
bers of the “12 x 12 x 1000,” ol 


suffering has been banished. Here we h 
life to the service and wors 


statement of v. 16. John’s descriptions of the victori 


ten to encourage and console C 
faith—in which the faithful of all 


8:1-4 lence ) trumpets (v. 2), and offering of inc t 
Mo elec oe okati 1) dramatically indicates profound awe at the opening of the 


temple liturgy. The half-hour silence (v. 
seventh seal, 

8:2 The seven angels receive 
also sounded their trumpets 


faithful Church—which lives in the spirit of its baptism 
e Lamb, v. 14)—or the righteous from all nations who were not mem- 
d covenant Israel and the Church. These pass victoriously through the 


great tribulation to inherit the Kingdom. See also note on 22:14. 


1:15-17 Th nly life is pictured as one of unending worship, | 
E DERVERY 7 ave the ultimate sanctification of time, the consecration of all 


hip of God, carried out along with the heavenly hosts. Is 49:10 inspires the . 

ous Church and the blessings of heaven were writ- 
hristians of the first century who faced severe persecution for their 
generations may find consolation. . f 


day and night (v. 15), from which all 


ense (vv. 3, 4) were features of the Jewish 


the seven trumpets. These bodiless powers represent the OT priests, who 
during the temple liturgy (see Jos 6:12; 1Ch 16:6; Ps 97:6). 
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altar which was before the throne.t 4And the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the 
saints, ascended before God from the angel’s 
hand. “Then the angel took the censer, filled 
it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the 
earth. And there were noises, thunderings, 
lightnings, and an earthquake.t 

65o the seven angels who had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.t 


s. Trumpet One: Vegetation Struck > 

7The first angel sounded: And hail and 
fire followed, mingled with blood, and they 
were thrown to the earth. And a third of 


the trees were burned up, and all green | 


grass was burned up.t 


a. Trumpet Two: The Seas Struck 7- 

8Then the second angel sounded: And 
something like a great mountain burning 
with fire was thrown into the sea, and a 


third of the sea became blood.t 9And a third | 


of the living creatures in the sea died, anda 
third of the ships were destroyed. 


-=. Trumpet Three: Fresh Waters Struck = 


1726 












torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers 
and on the springs of water.' ''The name 





of the star is Wormwood, A third of the 


waters became wormwood, and many men 
died from the water, because it was made 
bitter. 
“a. Trumpet Four: The Heavens Struck ~. 
2Then the fourth angel sounded: And a 
third of the sun was struck, a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a 
third of them were darkened. A third of the 
day did not shine, and likewise the night.t 
\3And I looked, and I heard an angel? fly- 
ing through the midst of heaven, saying 
with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the in- 
habitants of the earth, because of the re- 
maining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!” 


< Trumpet Five, Woe One: The Locusts -=: 


Then the fifth angel sounded: And I 
saw a Star fallen from heaven to the 
earth. To him was given the key to the bot- 


8:7 ®NU-Text and M-Text add and a third of the 
8:13 2NU-Text and 


great star fell from heaven, burning like a | M-Text read eagle. 





8:3 Incense is present in heaven (see 5:8). It symbolizes the prayers of all the saints. Incense is: (1) com- 
manded by God to Moses for use in Israel's worship (Ex 25:6; 20:18; 24:16; Lk 1:9-11); (2) used through- 
out Israel’s history under the old covenant (1Ch 23:13); (3) prophesied by the Lord Himself concerning 
its use in the Church: incense will be offered “in every place. .. among the Gentiles” (Mal 1:11); (4) 
brought by the Magi as a gift to Jesus (Mt 2:11); and (5). used in Christian worship from the beginning. 


even till today, in both East and West. 


8:5 The casting of the censer to earth (v. 5) shows that the prayers of the saints for vengeance (6:9-11) 
have been heard. The thunderings and earthquake signify that the judgment of God is imminent. 
8:6 The seven angels with the seven trumpets form a double image of the old covenant temple liturgy 


and the fall of Jericho. 


The interrelationship of the “seal judgments” (5:1—8:1), “trumpet judgments” (8:2—11:19), and 
“bowl judgments” (15:1—16:21) in Revelation is complex. There is some repetition and summarizing. 
The trumpets and bowls also give increasing specificity to God's judgments. They may not describe a 
chronological unfolding of events or even actual events. The trumpets speak of God's final warning to 
the world, especially seen in the “one-third” formula, calling the world to repentance before utter de- 
struction comes. This stage of judgment can be seen to be the prelude—manifested in the natural 
world—to the great tribulation (Mt 24:15-22), playing a role much like that of the ten plagues of Exo- 
dus; the end itself is “not yet.” The Church is not mentioned until ch. 11, where the calamities of earth 


are overcome by the Kingdom of God (11:15-19). 


8:7 Only vegetation is affected. The seventh plague in Egypt is recalled (Ex 9:22-26; see also Ezk 5:12: 
Zec 13:8, 9). The reference to blood most likely comes from Joel (3:3; see Acts 2:19). A mixture of hail, 
fire, and blood is a typical apocalyptic picture of judgment. 

8:8, 9 As in the first plague of Egypt (Ex 7:14-25), the sea, marine life, and maritime commerce are af- 


fected, 


8:10, 11 Reminiscent of the first Egyptian plague, this judgment affects fresh waters. Wormwood. an 
extremely bitter plant that would make water undrinkable, symbolizes the bitter fruits of idolatry and 
sorrow to those who pursue adulterous liaisons with the heathen Gentiles (see Jer 9:12-16; 23:15). 
8:12 A three-day period of darkness was the ninth Egyptian plague (Ex 10:21-29). An unnatural dark- 
ness is one of the signs of the end of days (Mk 13;24), Darkening of the sun, moon, and stars portends 
cosmic catastrophe. The darkness is partial to indicate it is a warning. | 





romless pit.t 2And he opened the bottom- 
less pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like 
the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun 
and the air were darkened because of the 
smoke of the pit. “Then out of the smoke lo- 
custs came upon the earth. And to them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the 
earth have power.t ‘They were commanded 


not to harm the grass of the earth, or any | 


green thing, or any tree, but only those men 


who do not have the seal of God on their | 
foreheads. °And they were not given au- 
thority to kill them, but to torment them for | 
five months. Their torment was like the tor- 
ment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.t | 
| gels, who had been prepared for the hour 
not find it; they will desire to die, and death | 


êln those days men will seek death and will 


will flee from them. 
7The shape of the locusts was like horses 


prepared for battle. On their heads were | 


crowns of something like gold, and their 
faces were like the faces of men.t &They 
had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth 
were like lions’ teeth. "And they had 
breastplates like breastplates of iron, and 
the sound of their wings was like the sound 








had as king over them the angel of the bot- 
tomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name 
Apollyon.t 

2Q)ne woe is past. Behold, still two more 
woes are coming after these things. 


~“. Trumpet Six, Woe Two: The Plagues 7> 

'SThen the sixth angel sounded: And I 
heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God,* saying 
to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 
“Release the four angels who are bound at 
the great river Euphrates.” '°So the four an- 


and day and month and year, were released 
to kill a third of mankind. !“Now the num- 
ber of the army of the horsemen was two 
hundred million; 1 heard the number of 
them. "And thus I saw the horses in the vi- 
sion: those who sat. on them had breast- 


| plates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur 
yellow; and the heads of the horses were 


like the heads of lions; and out of their 
mouths-came fire, smoke, and brimstone.t 


of chariots with many horses running into | !8By these three plagues a third of mankind 


battle. "They had tails like scorpions, and 


was killed—by the fire and the smoke and 


there were stings in their tails. Their power | the brimstone which ‘came out of their 





9:1, 2 While the star may refer to an angel, the same angel as the one of 20:1 (such symbolism was 
known in Judaism: see Job 38:7; also 1En 21:6), it may also represent the fallen world powers (see Jude 
13), a fallen angel (Lk 10:18), or Satan himself (9:11; Is 14:12-15). His “fall” may mean “descent”: an 
angel is sent from heaven by God to unlock the bottomless pit, the abyss below the earth, the place of 
confinement for evil spirits (11:7; 17:8; 20;1-3; also Lk 8:31). The smoke from the pit causes a darkness. 
on the earth; this may symbolize the spiritual darkness covering the earth during the last times. Com- 
pare with 1:18, in which the key to death and Hades is given to the Risen One. , 

9:3, 4 These new plagues are again reminiscent of the plagues on Egypt (see the eighth and ninth 
plagues in Ex 9: 10). From the smoke come locusts, representing demonic entities who rise from the pit 
to torture those who do not belong to God's Kingdom. The seal of (the name of) God on their fore- 
heads is given to the 144,000 servants (5:4; 7:2-4; 14:1; 22:3, 4 in contrast with 13:16-18) for their spiri- 
tual identity. At chrismation, Orthodox Christians receive “the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit” 


through holy oil placed on their foreheads. 


9:5, 6 The period of torture is limited; it is likened to the sting of the scorpion, one of the most painful 
known to man. Because of its intensity, the afflicted will seek death, but it is not permitted to them. 
3:7-10 A terrifying picture of the demonic oppression of sinners in the last times. | 

9:11 In Hebrew, Abaddon refers to destruction (Job 28:22 and 31:12, Hebrew text). Apollyon is the mas- 
culine Greek form for “destroyer.” There may be an allusion here to the Greek god Apollo, with whom 
the emperors Caligula, Nero, and Domitian claimed a special relationship. oid 

9:13-16 The four-horned altar is based on the OT prototype (Ex 27:2). The voice is a command from 


Sod allowing the four angels (v. 
Mankind (v, 15). The Euphrates 
Ng peoples were often feared to 


farthly army is in view; as with the locusts, another 


9:17-19 The description given is for h 
but this would have been completely 


Various features are intended to present an awesome spe 


Who resist God. 


14) to create the spiritual conditions for the destruction of a third of 
(v. 14) was the border of the empire beyond which fierce and menac- 
dwell. The number two hundred million (v, 16) makes it unlikely any 
infernal, demonic host is probably envisioned. 
orse and rider combined. Some may imagine modern armaments, 
foreign tothe communities for whom the book was written. The 


ctacle of the horrific plagues visited on those 
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mouths. For their power is in their mouth | sea and on the land raised up his hand? to 
and in their tails: for their tails are like ser- | heavent and swore by Him who lives 
pents, having heads: and with them they do | forever and ever, who created heaven and 
harm. the things that are in it, the earth and the 

20But the rest of mankind, who were not | things that are in it; and the sea and the 
killed by these plagues, did not repent of | things that are in it, that there should be 
the works of their hands, that they should | delay no longer, ‘but in the days of the 
not worship demons, and idols of gold, sil- | sounding of the seventh angel, when he is 
ver, brass, stone, and wood, which can nei- | about to sound, the mystery of God would 
ther see nor hear nor walk.t 2!And they did | be finished, as He declared to His servants 
not repent of their murders or their sor- | the prophets. 














ceries* or their sexual immorality or their da John Eats the Book m 
thefts. : 8Then the voice which I heard from 
«a Mighty Angel, Little Book 7.: heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, 


] I saw ‘still another mighty’ angel | take the little book which is open in the 
coming down from heaven, clothed | hand of the angel who stands on the sea 
with a cloud. And a rainbow was. on his | and on the earth.”t : | 
head, his face was like the sun, and his feet 2So I went to the angel and said to him, 
like pillars of fire.t 2He had a little book | “Give me the little book.” 
open in his hand. And he set his right foot And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and 
on the sea and his left foot on the land, and | it will make your stomach bitter, but it will 
cried with a loud voice, as when a lion | be.as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 
roars. When he cried out, seven thunders l0Then I took the little book out of the 
uttered their voices.t 4Now when the seven | angel’s:hand andate it, and it was as sweet 
thunders uttered their voices,? I was about | as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten 
to: write; Dut i heard:a.voice fromsheaven | ats a ee 
saying to meP “Seal up the things which 9:19 4NU-Text and. M-Text read. the power of the 


the seven thunders uttered, and do not poraeS ay AN at ang ees rugs, 
write them.” i | Text and M-Text omit to me. -10:5 4aNU-Text 
"The angel whom I saw standing on the | and M-Text read right hand. 


| 
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9:20, 21 Unfortunately, humanity is so addicted 'to sin that even these terrifying plagues do not cause 
the survivors to repent (see 1Co 8:4). Paul (1Co 10:20, 21) and:early fathers such as Justin Martyr and 
Irenaeus also connected idol worship with the worship of demons. i 

10:1—11:13 A parenthesis between the sixth and seventh trumpets. The passage consists of two 
visions: (1) the angel with the book; (2) the two witnesses. Dan 12 provides many of the images. 

10:1, 2 John once again beholds from earth the angel's descent. God’s message comes to him in a little 
book (v, 2) or scroll. The descriptive features of the angel are common symbols for divine glory 

(Ezk 1:26, 27; Mt 17:2). His feet on the sea and land (v. 2) show his immensity and his authority to` 
speak to the whole earth. | 
10:3, 4 The angel's voice, like a lion's roar, reminds us of God readying Himself for judgment (Jer 27:44; 
Am 1:2; Joel 4:16). The seven thunders probably refer to the divine voice (Ps 28:3-9; Jn 12:27-33), a full- 
ness of terror, power, and magnificence. In Dan 12:4, God tells the prophet to seal up (v. 4) what has 
been written in his book, So, too, St. John is told, regarding what the seven thunders have revealed. 
This command not to write down the utterance shows John’s revelation does not exhaust divine decrees 
for humanity: undisclosed mysteries remain (2Co 12:4). | 

10:5-7 The angel, lifting his hand in the form for taking an oath (see Gn 14:22; Dan 12:7), swears that 
the fullness of time has arrived and God's plan for history (the mystery of God, v. 7) is to be completed. 
This recalls Ps 118:126, proclaimed by the deacon at the beginning of the Divine Liturgy: “It is time for 
the Lord to act!” as an answer to the question of the martyrs dwelling under the altar (6:10-11). Lives © 
forever and ever (v. 6) is literally “unto ages of ages,” the closing phrase of most Orthodox Christian 
prayers, | | aM 

10:8-11 The voice of God directs John to take the book. The symbolism of eating refers to receiving a 
revelation from God: John’s account has many parallels to the commissioning of Ezekiel (Ezk 2:8—3:3; 
see also Ps 118;103). The contrast between sweetness in the mouth and bitterness in the stomach shows 
the sweetness of receiving God's revelation (announcing God's victory for His people) as opposed to the 
bitterness of its message of woe (announcing God's terrible judgments, as well as sufferings for His 


faithful ones). 
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it, imiy y stomach became bitter And he^ said 
to me, “You must prophesy again about 
many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.” 
~. The Two Witnesses = 

| Then I was given a reed like a mea- 
| suring rod. And the angel stood,? say- 
ing, “Rise and measure the temple of God, 
the altar, and those who worship there.t 
2But leave Out the court which is outside 
the temple, and do not measure it, for it has 
been given to the Gentiles. And they will 
tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two 
months. *And I will give power to my two 


witnesses, and they will prophesy one 


thousand two hundred and sixty days, 
clothed in sackcloth.”t 


lampstands standing before the God? of the 
earth.t 5And if anyone wants to harm them. 
fire proceeds from their mouth and devours 
their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm 


them, he must be killed in this manner.* 





as, E: 
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6These Aave power to shut heaven, so that 
no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; 
and they have power over waters to turn 





them to blood, and to strike the earth with 


all plagues, as often as they desire. 

7When they finish their testimony, the 
beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit 
will make war against them, overcome 
them, and kill them.t And their dead bodies 


will lie in the street of the great city which 


spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our@ Lord was crucified.t 7Then 
those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and 
nations will see their dead bodies three-and- 
a-half days, and not allow? their dead bodies 
to be put into graves.t And those who 


. dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 
{These are the two olive trees ‘and the two <S 


10:11 NU- Text and M-Text read they. 

11:1 #NU-Text and M-Text omit And the angel 
stood. '11:448NU-Text and M-Text read Lord. 
11:8 2NU-Text and M-Text read their. 11:94NU- 
Text and M-Text read nations see... and will 
not allow. Fs 


11:1, 2 The measuremerit of the temple recalls: Ezekiel’s vision (Ezk 40—42). Here ‘the measurement 
indicates the preservation of the temple, not restoration. Commentators variously interpret the temple 
as (1) a literal temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem in the future, (2) a symbol of the Church (see | 

Eph 2:19-21; 1Pt 2:5), or (3)-the Jewish-Christian Church of the first century. The-holy city (v. 2) shows 
the setting to be Jerusalem. The Synoptic Gospels also taught that Jerusalem would fall (Mt 24; Mk 13; 
Lk 21); Luke mentioned specifically thatthe Gentiles would trample Jerusalem tor a period (21:24). In 
patristic tradition the second interpretation is preferable. The court outside (v. 2) is for both Jews and 
Gentiles. It will not be measured because of the large number of Christians: 

The forty-two months (v. :2) is three’and a half years, one-half of seven, symbolizing what is not full 
or final but temporary, incomplete. It derives from Daniel's “a time, two times, and half a time” (12:7), 
the three-and-a-half-year period when the temple was to be profaned (Dan 9:27). John affirms the true 
temple, the Church, will be preserved during this Gentile onslaught. “Temple” is a frequent NT symbol 


for the Church (1Co 3:16, 17; 2Co 6:16; Eph 2:19-22); 


11:3 The identity, of the two witnesses is much disputed. The most common opinion of the church fa- 
thers is that they represent Elijah and Enoch, who were believed to have ascended to heaven. In Jewish 
tradition, Moses is frequently substituted for Enoch on the basis of the tradition that he, too, ascended 
to heaven. It was Moses who appeared with Elijah at the Transfiguration of Jesus. John most likely drew 
on the Jewish tradition that Elijah would return to preach in the last days (Mal 3:22; Mt 4:5). Although 
Jesus identified the Elijah figure with John the Baptist, many. continued to believe in an actual appear- 
ance of Elijah before the end. Sackcloth was the ancient garb of penitence (see Jer 4:8; Mt 11:21). The 
Prophecy of the two witnesses will continue for 1,260 days (42 months or 3-1/2 years; see Dan 7:25; — 
12:7). This period may be interpreted as “fullness” (i.e., seven) arrested halfway, imperfect, imperma-— 
Nent, not necessarily to be taken in a numerically literal manner, 


11:4 These two olive trees and the two lampstands who stand before . 


„God are the eschatological 


agents of God at work on earth. This symbolic description of the witnesses is derived from Zechariah’s 
Vision concerning Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest, who are described as standing 


‘beside the Lord of all the earth” (Zec 4:14). 


11:5, 6 These features are. reminiscent of Elijah’s ministry (3Kg 17) and the plagues G God visited. upon. 


the Egyptians through Moses (Ex 7—11); 


11:7 The beast is either the Antichrist or the Roman Empire (see 13:1-10; Dan 7), 


11:8 The great city . . 


_where also our Lord was crucified, is clearly Jerusalem (which kills the prophets; 


13:34), Like Sodom and Egypt, Jerusalem becomes self-sufficient and rebels against God. 
11:9 The peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations represent the whole world in rebellion against God. 
eY rejoice at the sight of the dead prophets because the prophets’ preaching had tormented the 


bels’ consciences. 
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make merry, and send gifts to one another, 
because these two prophets tormented those 
who dwell on the earth. 

''Now after the three-and-a-half days the 
breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood on their feet, and great fear fell 


on those who saw them.t !2And they® heard | 


a loud voice from heaven saying to them, 
“Come up here.” And they ascended to 
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw 
them. '’In the same hour there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In 
the earthquake seven thousand people 
were killed, and the rest were afraid and 
gave glory to the God of heaven. 

4The second woe is past. Behold, the 
third woe is coming quickly. 

~. Trumpet Seven: The Kingdom 
Proclaimed = 

‘Then the seventh angel sounded: And 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 
“The kingdoms? of this world have become 


the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 


Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever!”t l6And the twenty-four elders who 
sat before God on their thrones fell on their 
faces and worshiped God,t !’saying: 


“We give You thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, 

The One who is and who was and who 
is to come,@ 

Because You have taken Your great 
power and reigned. 








11:11 The breath of life is a biblical term for the animating life-force manifest in the breath. The resur- 








i'The nations were angry, a 
has come, 

And the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, 

And that You should reward Your 
servants the prophets and the saints, 

And those who fear Your name, small 
and great, 

And should destroy those who destroy 
the earth.” 


nd Your wrath 


Then the temple of God was opened in 


heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 


seen in His temple. And there were light- 
nings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, 
and great hail. 


æ. The Woman, Her Child and 
the Dragon -7> 

| ) Now a great sign appeared in 

| heaven: a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a garland of twelve stars.t 2Then 
being with child, she cried out in labor and 
in pain to give birth. 


æ. The Child -= 
And another sign appeared in heaven: 


behold, a great, fiery red dragon having 


seven heads and ten horns, and seven di- 





11:12 *M-Text reads I. 11:15 2NU-Text and 


| M-Text read kingdom ... has become. 


11:17 *NU-Text and M-Text omit and who is to 
CORE, 11:19 *M-Text reads the covenant of the 
ord. 





rection of the witnesses is conceivable because of the traditions regarding the ascensions of Enoch, Eli- 
jah, and Moses (see, as well, the dry bones of Ezk 37). 

11:15 These heavenly voices, which introduce an interlude with the scene shifting back to heaven, pro- 
vide for us the pivotal verse of the whole of Revelation. Once again (as in 10:5-7) the proclamation is 


made that the fullness of time has arrived: the kingdoms of this world are subject to the Kingdom of 
God. This is the mystery. of mysteries alluded to in 10:7, which our Lord Himself mentioned, as recorded 
in Jn 12:31: the judgment of the world and the casting out of Satan is effected by the crucifixion. The 
voices state this has already occurred once and for all, at Calvary. Up to this point, Revelation has 
recorded only the prelude to God's judgment. From now on, the book records the judgment of God in 


all its power. 


11:16-18 The twenty-four elders concelebrate the consummation of God's Kingdom in the heavenly 
liturgy. This carries a message of consolation to the Church. Those who destroy the earth (v. 18) are the 
morally wicked, not merely the ecologically irresponsible—however, ecological irresponsibility is moral 
wickedness, Perhaps the pagan Roman Empire is in view. 

12:1 These verses begin an extensive parenthesis in the center of Revelation dealing with the conflict 
between the Church and the powers of evil (12:1—14:20). The great sign in heaven, the woman, is ei- 


ther the Theotokos or true Israel, the Church (Is 7:14) 


. Orthodoxy sees the Theotokos as the perfect sym- 


bol of Israel and the Church, She is the antithesis of the harlot of ch. 17, for she is a radiant bride 


(SS 6:4, 10) adorned with splendor. The twelve stars 
apostles) and the moon under her feet symbolizes h 


indicate the twelve tribes (and possibly the twelve 
er preeminent role over creation. Her birth-giving 


(“a male Child,” v. 5) is that of the Messiah, and she bears other offspring as well (12:17), a likely refer- 
ence to the Church. 








J—— 


adems on his heads.t ‘His tail drew a third 
of the stars of heaven and threw them to 
the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was ready to give birth, to de- 
vour her Child as soon as it was born. 5She 
bore a male Child who was to rule all na- 
tions with a rod of iron. And her Child was 
caught up to God and His throne.t ‘Then 
the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared by God, that they 
should feed her there one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days." 





= War in Heaven 7 

7And war broke out in heaven: Michael 
and his angels fought with the dragon; and 
the dragon and his angels fought,t 8but 
they did not prevail, nor was a place found 
for them? in heaven any longer. So the 
great dragon was cast out, that serpent of 
old, called the Devil and Satan, who de- 
ceives the whole world; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him. 

loOThen I heard a loud voice saying in 
heaven, “Now Salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
His Christ have come, for the accuser of 


our brethren. who accused them before our | 


God day and night, has been cast down. 
And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testi- 








„REVELATION 12:17 





| mony, and they did not love their lives to 
the death. Therefore rejoice, O heavens, 


and you who dwell in them! Woe to the in- 
habitants of the earth and the sea! For the 
devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, because he knows that he has a 
short time.” 


a War on Earth 7- 


\3Now when the dragon saw that he had 
been cast to the earth, he persecuted the 
woman who gave birth to the male Child." 
l4But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she is nour- 
ished for a time and times and half a time, 
from the presence of the serpent. So the 
serpent spewed water out of his mouth like 
a flood after the woman, that he might 
cause her to be carried away by the flood. 
l6But the earth helped the woman, and the 
earth opened its mouth and swallowed up 
the flood which the dragon had spewed out 
of his mouth. And the dragon was en- 
raged with the woman, and he went to 


-make war with the rest of her offspring, 


who keep the commandments of God and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ." 





12:8 aM-Teẹxt reads him. 12:17%NU-Text and 


M-Text omit Christ. 


12:3, 4 The dragon is clearly identified as Satan (12:9). A third of the stars of heaven (v. 4) is usually 


interpreted to mean that Satan drew at 
destroy the Messiah. 


hird of the angels with:-him when he fell. His intention is to 


12:5 True Israel brings forth Christ, who, after completion of His saving work, ascends to heaven 


(Ps 2:7-9; 46:6). 
12:6 The flight of the woman may refer to the 
to Pella before the outbreak of the Roman war. 
The 1260 days, or three and a half years, is the c 
is, it is temporary, not the end of things. 

12:7-12 This passage begins an 
Church. The war with Michael an 
Creation of the world. How 
accusing the brethren (v. 
of the Kingdom (v. 10). Satan is overcome by C 
who did not love their lives to t 
Just prior to the end. 

12:13-16 Satan hates Christ and HI 


flight of the Jerusalem Church (embodying true Israel) 
it illustrates there is no place for the Church in this age. 
lassic period of apocalyptic woe (see 11:2): as bad as it 


interlude describing Satan's role in stimulating persecution of the 

d the good angels is usually interpreted to picture an event before the 
ever, the context places it just before the end of the world, Satan has been 
10), the Christians, and his downfall (see Lk 10:18) presages the consummation 
hrist's self-sacrifice and that of the martyrs (v. 11)—those 
he death. The short time (v. 12) Satan has is the period of tribulation 


s mother. The Virgin Mary was saved by the inspiration of the angel 
se, Satan hates Christ and the Church (Jn 15:21) and attacks 


who told J run into Egypt. Likew! | 
dose prito Hs identified. One of his first activities is to persecute true Israel. 


the one through the other, since they are 
he wings of a great eagle (v. 14) 
(vy, 15, 16) may also be the threat 
Jewish Church safely completes its 
urch in general will be preserve 
Warnings about this flight, see Mt 24:15-21. 
12:17 Satan then turns his attention to the 
which has inherited from her both the com 





refers to the original Exodus (Ex 19:4; see Dt 32:11), as the flood 

of drowning in the Red Sea. However, Satan is unable to prevail. The 
exodus and is preserved during its apocalyptic period. And’the 

d: the gates of hell cannot prevail against her (Mt 16:18). For Jesus’ 


rest of true Israel's offspring, obviously the Gentile Church, 
mandments of God and faith in Christ. 









REVELATION 13:1 


w The Beast Against the Saints 7> 

l “Y Then T stood on the sand of the sea. 
And I saw a beast rising up out of 

the sea, having seven heads and ten horns,” 
and on his horns ten crowns, and on his 
heads a blasphemous name.t 2Now the 
beast which I saw was like a leopard, his 
feet were like the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon 
gave him his power, his throne, and great 
authority. And I saw one of his heads as if 
it had been mortally wounded, and his 








deadly wound was healed. And all the | 


world marveled and followed the beast. 4So 


they worshiped the dragon who gave au- 
thority to the beast; and they worshiped the | 


beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who 
is able to make war with him?”t 

5And he was given a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies, and he was 


given authority to continue? for forty-two | 


months.t “Then he opened his mouth in 
blasphemy. against God, to blaspheme his 
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name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell 
in heaven.t 7It was granted to him to make 
war with the saints and to overcome them. 
And authority was given him over every 
tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell 
on the earth will worship him, whose 
names have not been written in the Book of 
Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. 

9If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He 
who leads into captivity shall go into cap- 
tivity; he who kills with the sword must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience 
and the faith of the saints.t 


=. The Deception => 


Then I saw another beast coming up 
out of the earth, and he had two horns like 








13:1 7NU-Text reads he. "NU-Text and M-Text 
read ten horns and seven heads: — 13:5 2M-Text_ 
reads make war. . 13:723NU-Text and M-Text 


add and people. 


13:1, 2 The beast (monster) rising up out of the sea, a composite of the four beasts of Dan 7, is the 
epitome of worldly kingdoms opposed to God and His Kingdom. For John, this was the Roman Empire: 
3 monstrous creature with ten horns (very powerful), seven heads (the emperors), ten crowns, and on 
his heads a blasphemous name (emperors who assumed titles of divinity such as “Lord and God,” “Sav- 
ior,” “Son of God,” etc.). In a parody of 5:12-14, where the'sacrificed Lamb is enthroned, the beast is 
given power, not to bless the Church but to persecute it. One of the heads of this monster was “as 


though it had been slaughtered to death” (the Greek text) 


was standing even though it had been slain (5:6). 


, and is another parody of the Lamb, which 


The deadly wound might refer to the mad emperor Nero's death (inflicted by a slit throat in the 
manner of temple sacrifice). For despite his death in ap 68, the empire lived on, revived Under 
Vespasian. Many believed Nero himself would rise from the dead. Domitian (Ap 81-96, the emperor at 
the time of the writing of Revelation) was considered to be “Nero reincarnate” because his cruelty sur- 
passed Nero's, Christian tradition has also seen the beast as an image of the Antichrist, the false messiah 
who presents himself in the last times as God incarnate and is accepted by the world (see Jn 5:43; 
2Th 1:12; 1Jn 2:18). Since there are “many antichrists” (1Jn 2:18), there may be more than one applica- 


tion of the beast figure, 


13:4 People worshiped the dragon (Satan), for it had given authority to the beast (a reference to em- 
peror worship, which Domitian ruthlessly enforced). “Who is like the beast?” is an allusion to Michael 
the Archangel, whose name means “Who is like God?” It is also a parody of God, the incomparable 
(Ex 15:11; Ps 88:7). Citizens are awed by the power and authority of the empire. | 

13:5 Forty-two months is the final period of apocalyptic conflict. It is one-half of seven years, not the 
final end of things: Thus, the nations trample over the holy city for three and a half years (11:2); the 
two witnesses prophesy for three and a half years (11:3); they are left unburied for three and a half 
days (11:9, 11); the woman is protected in the wilderness for three and a half years (12:6, 14). Nero's 


persecution lasted approximately forty-two months, | 


13:6 The beast, the Roman Empire, utters blasphemy against God, for the emperor came to see himself 
as god. Domitian demanded to be called divine, and on Roman coins divine titles were associated with 
the likenesses of deceased emperors, The tabernacle is God's Church; those who dwell in heaven, the 
angels and glorified saints, Christians saw emperor worship as worship of Satan (v, 2; 2:13); it is the ulti- 
mate offense against God that His creatures would worship earthly authority, itself under demonic rule. 
Nevertheless, by God's permission, the Antichrist rules over the whole earth and apparently vanquishes 


the Church. 


13:10 Better rendered “he who is destined for captivity,” “he who is destined for the smart " directed 


to Christians facing persecution (see Jen 15:2). 










a lamb and spoke like a dragon.t 2And he 


exercises all the authority of the first beast | 


in his presence, and causes the earth and 
those who dwell in it to worship the first 
peast. whose deadly wound was healed. 


He performs great signs, so: that he even | 


makes fire come down from heaven on the 
earth in the sight of men.t \4And he de- 
ceives those* who dwell on the earth by 
those signs which he was granted to do in 
the sight of the beast, telling those who 
dwell on the earth to make an image to the 
beast who was wounded by the sword and 
lived. "He was granted power to give 
breath to the image. of the beast. that the 
image of the beast should both speak and 


cause aS Many as would not worship the | 


image of the beast to be killed. !6He causes 
all, both small and great; rich and poor, free 


1755 
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and slave, to receive a mark on their right 
hand or on their foreheads,t Vand that no 
one may buy or sell except one who has the 
mark or? the name of the beast, or the num- 
ber of his name. | 

iŝHere is wisdom. Let him who has un- 
derstanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man: His 
number is 666.t 


æ The Lamb and the 144,000 -7 
Ji Then I looked, and behold, a2 Lamb 
standing on Mount Zion, and with 
Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
having? His Father’s name written on their 








13:14 °M-Text reads my own people. wer | 
13:17 *®NU-Text and M-Text omit or. 14:1 #NU- 
Text and M-Text read the. *NU-Text and M-Text 


| add His name and. 





13:11, 12 The beast which rose out of the earth with two horns (power) like a lamb (Christ, gentle and 
giving), and which spoke like 4 dragon (Satan, whose speech is seductive), is worldly religion. Its minis- 
ter of propaganda, so te speak, mimics John the Baptist:and the Holy Spirit: a false prophet (see 16:13: 
19:20; 20:10; Dan 7:8) calling all to worship the first beast (false divinity). This monster completes the 
unholy triumvirate: dragon (Satan, false god), beast from the sea (worldly authority and power, false- 
incarnation), and beast from the earth (worldly religion, false prophet): a blasphemous parody of the... 


Holy Trinity: 


13:13-15 With a paroay of Pentecost, this monstrous cult leader-is able to make fire come down from 
heaven on the earth by means of deception and sorcery (see Mt 24:24; Acts 13:6-12; Didache 16:3—4)— 
luring people into making an image to the beast (v. 14; the goddess of Rome or the emperor). Statues. 
were often “brought to life” by sorcery. Irenaeus, Clement, Justin, and Eusebius note that the sorcerer 
Simon Magus (Acts 8:9-24) used illusion and occult practices to make idols seem alive. This beast is able 
to enforce the sentence of death on those who will not worship him (see Nebuchadnezzar's statue in 


Dan 3). 


13:16, 17 A parody of God's seal of 7:3, even alluding, to the Hebrew phylactery of Dt 6:8—where God's 
Law is kept on the forehead and the left hand—and to chrismation (but not the same word as _ 
“sealed”). The mark is gained by worshiping the beast (v. 17); it signifies the beast is the owner of 

those who wear it—their protector and the one to whom they owe their livelihoods. This mark is not 


necessarily a visible and physical mark on the person, but it is required to do business. There is then an 
economic bias against those who do not bear the beast’s mark (the faithful who will not render 


demonic worship to the state). 


13:18 The letters of the alphabet were used as numbers in ancient times (Roman numerals). Thus, the 
iumerical value of names could easily be calculated. “The name of the beast” (v. 17) is the numerical 
€quivalent of the letters of the name of a man (some texts read “616” instead of the well-known 666). 
ohn may be purposefully enigmatic, using a secret code to protect against a charge of sedition. ` Ad 
This is a predictably misunderstood passage, for the text itself says it requires wisdom and 
understanding. In the Bible, the number six stands for falling short, incompleteness, imperfection; 
Even, for perfection, fullness, completion; eight, for eschatological perfection, a superabundance of 
fullness (see 2En 33:1). The sixth day, Friday, is the day of preparation; the seventh, the Sabbath, Satur- 
"ay, a picture of the rest to come; the eighth day, Sunday, the day of the Resurrection, the final estab- 
‘Ament of God’s Kingdom. The numerical equivalent of “Jesus” in Greek is 888. The numerical equiva- 
"nt of “Nero Caesar” transliterated from Greek into Hebrew is 666, meaning the epitome of created 
adequacy. The numerical equivalent of “Nero Caesar” transliterated from Latin into Hebrew is 616. If 
ohn were referring to Domitian, whom some considered to be Nero reincarnated, it would be safer to 
ter not to the present persecutor but to the one long gone. Some believe that "666" is a symbol ` 
father than a cryptogram, falling short of perfection in each of its digits: failure upon failure upon fail: 
Ure, an evi trinity which always falls short of the Holy Trinity (“777”). Many have attempted to identify 
: 6," but writing only one hundred years after John, St. Irenaeus had no idea to whom John Was re- 
tring! eee | : ils or Nis el niiau ers 






foreheads.t 2And I heard a voice from |“ abylon® is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she has made all nations drink of 

like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard | the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”t 
Then a third angel followed them, say- 
ing with a loud voice, “If anyone worships 
throne. before the four living creatures, and | the beast and his image, and receives his 
head or on his hand,* he 


the elders; and no one could learn that song | mark on his fore | é 
himself shall also drink of the wine of the 


except the hundred and forty-four thou- ; 
sand who were redeemed from the earth. | wrath of God, which is. poured out full 
4These are the ones who were not defiled | strength into the cup of His indignation. He 
with women, for they are virgins. These are shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 
the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He | in the presence of the holy angels and in 
goes. These were redeemed? from among the presence of the Lamb. !!And the smoke 
men, being firstfruits to God and to the | of their torment ascends forever and ever; 
Lamb.t 5And in their mouth was found no | and they have no rest day or night, who 
deceit.4 for they are without fault before worship the beast and his image, and who- 
the throne of God. ever receives the mark of his name.” 


=. Proclamation of Angels > =. Harvest of Blessing: The Martyrs => 


‘Then I saw another angel flying in the Here is the patience of the saints; here 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting | are those’ who keep the commandments of 
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the | God and the faith of Jesus." 


earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and:|} — 
people—t ‘saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear | 14:4 aM-Text adds by Jesus. 14:5 3NU-Text and 
God and give glory to Him, for the hour 0! | M-Text read falsehood. bNU-Text and M-Text 
His judgment has come; and worship Him | one eK the throne of or = anaes 
Bee ath _ -eads Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and | eae, has made; M-Text reads Babylon the 


springs of water.” | great is fallen. She has made. 14:12 aNU-Text 


8And another angel followed, saying, | and M-Text omit here are those. 





14:1 Mount Zion, the location of the temple in Jerusalem, is the Church (Heb 12:22). It is where the 
Lamb of God and His one hundred and forty-four thousand faithful (see 7:4) assemble. Instead of the 
mark of the beast (13:16-18) they have the “mark” of the Father (see 7:3). | 
14:2, 3 The voice from heaven that made the voice of many waters, loud thunder, and harps recalls 
the sounds of the temple liturgy. This voice sings a new song (v. 3; see 5:8-10; Ex 15:1-18; Ps 32:3; 98:1; 
149:1; Is 42:10) which only the redeemed faithful from the earth are able to learn. by 
14:4 Virgins: In the OT, prostitution and adultery symbolize idolatry, and virginity signifies faithfulness 
to God. Thus, the 144,000 have kept themselves pure from the idolatrous worship of the beast. Instead, 
they are faithful and follow the Lord wherever He goes (Ru 1:16, 17) as sheep follow a shepherd (and 
here, the Shepherd is the Lamb), unlike adulterous Israel (Hos 3:1). These martyred faithful who love 
not their lives even unto death are the firstfruits offered to God from among humanity: the faithful 
remnant. They are truthful (having nothing to do with the father of lies) and unblemished (a technical 
term in OT temple sacrifice; see Ex 12:5; Eph 5:25-27; 1Pt 1:19). We shall later encounter them as the 
bride of the Lamb (19:8; 21:2). 

14:6, 7 A universal summons to worship the one true God in the face of His approaching judgment. 
14:8 Babylon the Great, Rome, has fallen (Jer 28:8), an anticipation of the dirge over Babylon in 18:1— 
19:4 (see Is 21:9). Rome has made the nations, peoples of the empire, subservient through drinking the 
wine of her IPIDICBR dh phir HOY eucharist of her idolatry and self-divinization. This wine is 
intoxicating and results in the wrath of man, corru tion, anger, and murder, including t in 
the blood of the saints (16:6). i ‘ ding the shedding. a 
14:9-11 The wrath of God (v. 10) shall be poured out like wine, full strength (unmixed, with no water 
to dilute it), to be drunk by those who compromise with the evil one. Like a smoldering hotpot, this cup 
is agonizing, the same bath of fire and brimstone (the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, Gn 19:24) 
reserved for Satan, the beast, and the false prophet (19:20; 20:10; 21:8). Even the presence of God, the 
Lamb, and His good servants, the holy angels, is a torment (see the townspeople in Lk 8:37). And, as the 
refuse piles in the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna) smoldered unceasingly outside Jerusalem, this agony 

continues forever and ever, an eternal contrast to the never-ending joy of the worship of God (9:8). 
14:12, 13 Christians, when persecuted, must exercise patience and faith, with labors and good works 
(v. 13)—the unity of faith and works. The alternative, eternal damnation, is too horrible (vv. 9-11). 
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Then I heard a voice from heaven sav- 
ing to me,* “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now on: ” 

“Yes,” Says the Spirit, “that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works’ follow 
them.” 


«~ Harvest of Wrath: The Grapes m 


Then I looked, and behold, a white 
cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the 
Son of Man, having on His head a golden 
crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle t 
isAnd another angel came out of the tem- 
ple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat 
on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and 
reap, for the time has come for You? to reap, 


for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16Sọ He | 


who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on 
the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

"Then another angel came out of the 
temple which is in heaven, he also having a 
sharp sickle. 

And another angel came out from the 


altar, who had power over fire, and he cried | 


with a loud cry to him who had the sharp 
sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle 
and gather the ciusters of the vine of the 
earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.”t So 
the angel thrust his sickle into the earth 
and gathered the vine of the earth, and 
threw it-into the. great winepress of the 
wrath of God. 2°And the winepress was 


trampled outside the city, and blood came. 
out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bri- 
dies, for one thousand six hundred fur- 


longs.t 


mee REVELATION 15:5 
œ The Liturgy of Preparation 7- 
] 5 Then I saw another sign in heaven, 
 &reat and marvelous: seven angels 

having the seven last plagues, for in them 
the wrath of God is complete.t 

“And I saw something like a sea of glass 
mingled with fire, and those who have the 
victory Over the beast, over his image and 
over his mark? and over the number of his 
name, standing on the sea of glass, having 
harps of God.t °They sing the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb, saying: 








“Great and marvelous are Your works, ~ 

Lord God Almighty! 

Just and true are Your ways, 

O King of the saints! 

Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and 
glorify Your name? 

For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship 
before You, 

For Your judgments have been 
manifested.” 


SAfter these things I looked, and be- 
hold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 


14:13 eNU-Text and M-Text omit to me. 

14:15 4NU-Text and M-Text omit for You. 

15:2 ®=NU-Text and M-Text omit over his mark. 
15:3 8NU-Text and M-Text read nations. 

15:5 ®NU-Text and M-Text omit behold. 


M y zanosio tanni nt Ser elie ATRA wire | 
14:14-20 Two images of judgment, a grain harvest (vv. 14-16) and a grape harvest, complete with the 


treading of a winepress (vw. 17-20). 


14:14 Th f Man, royal conqueror (golden crown) and judge (sharp sickle; see Mt 3:12), appears, 
seated a e (see Mike 3:26), and reaps the harvest of the earth, the beginning of the final judg- 


ment (see Mt 13:24-30, 36-43; Mk 4:26-29). 
14:18 The angel .. . from the altar 
and 11:1, 18. The prayers of the mart 
of the destroyers are answered, 
14:20 The trampling of the wicke 
fixion, Heb 13:12; the martyrdom o 
lerusalem, The whole world is judged as th 
see also 1En 5:31), The absurdly large amou 
184 miles) suggests the severity and com 
15:1 An introduction to the bowl plagues, 
15:2-4 The victory celebration for those w 
liturgy of the early Church. In contras 
of the true God. The song of Moses and t! 
Dt 32:1-43, where victory over the oppression 
‘NCorporated these into the Sabbath liturgy, 
or example, in Matins, and in the Vespersi® 
aptism and at the Great Blessing of Water. 


to the idolatry of the beast, this 
Who Nye Lamb (v. 3) is prefigured in the hymns of Ex 15:1-18 and 


of Pharaoh and the Egyptians is celebrated. The Jews 
and the Church also sings them at various times of the year 
f Holy Saturday). The Church sings this song of the Lamb in 


with power over fire (see see also 1En 60:11-21) recalls 6:9; 8:3-5; 
yrs under the altar and the saints on earth for a hasty destruction 


d who were gathered outside the city recalls the bloodshed (the cruci- 
f Stephen, Acts’7:58-60) that took place outside the walls of 

e Jews would judge the Gentiles (Joel 4:2, 12; Zec 14:2-12; 

nt of blood (one thousand six hundred furlongs is about 
pleteness (1600 = 4 x 4 x 100) of God's judgment. 

the culmination of God's judgment of the earth. 

ho refuse to submit to Antichrist, perhaps a hymn used in the 


this hymn emphasizes the worthiness 


REVELATION 15:6 1736 













— 


hose who worshiped his 














testimony in heaven was opened.t And | of the beast and t 
out of the temple came the seven angels | image.t 
having the seven plagues, clothed in pure | +, Bowl Two: The Sea Turns to Blood 7- 


bright linen, and having their chests | | 
girded with golden nani ‘Then one of | / “Then the second angel Parse H m 
the four living creatures gave to the seven | POWI on the sea, and it became ai as o 
angels seven golden bowls: full of the | @ dead man; and every living creature in 
wrath of God who lives forever.and ever. | te sea died. 
SThe temple was filled with smoke from ->. Bowl Three: Fresh Waters 
the glory of God and from His power, and Turn to Blood = 
no one was able to enter the temple till the | “¢[hen the third angel poured out his bowl 
seven plagues of the seven angels were | on the rivers and springs of water, and they 
completed.’ became blood. 5And | heard the angel of 
| the waters saying: - | 
il Then I heard a loud voice from the 
temple saying to the seven angels, 
“Go and pour out the bowls? of the wrath of | 
God on the earth.”t | | 


=~ Bowl One: Loathsome Sores => 


2 i | a hj = i : 
So the first went and poured out ee bowl | 16:1 2NU-Text and M-Text read seven bowls. 
upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome | 16:5 aNU-Text and M-Text omit O Lord. PNU- 
sore came upon the men who had the mark | Text and M-Text read who was, the Holy One. 


“You are righteous, O Lord, 

The One who is and who was and who 
is to be,® | 

Because You have judged these things." 


Barr ee oe eee a 


15:5-7 The temple of the tabernacle of the testimony is the heavenly prototype of the earthly “taber- 
nacle of testimony” (Nm 17:7), containing the witness of God's covenant, the tablets of the Law 
brought down from Mt. Sinai by Moses (Ex 32:15)—which was itself the archetype of the temple of 
Jerusalem (see Ex 25:9, 40; Heb 8:5; 9:11; 13:10; Acts 7:44). Seven angels (v. 6) appear out of the temple 
in priestly vesture (Ezk 9:2; Dan 10:5; Heb 1:14; Rev 1:13; 19:14). They are given golden bowls (see the 
vessels used by the priests in the Jerusalem temple, 5:8; Ex 27:3; Nm 7) by one of the living creatures (v. 7; 
see 4:6). God's judgment is meted out within the framework ‘of this apocalyptic liturgical theophany. 
15:8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God (see Is 6:4; Ezk 10:3, 4), so that no one © 
was able to enter the temple (see Ex 40:29, where Moses was unable to enter the tabernacle; and 
3Kg 8:10, 11 where the priests were unable to enter the temple for the same reason): None may enter — 
to intercede for the earth or to divert the coming catastrophe of God's sworn judgment. tayec 
16:1 Although they are quite similar, the trumpet plagues are partial, a warning and call to repentance, 
whereas the bowl judgments are final and total. The difference is that dreadful step from the “begin- 
ning of sorrows” to final judgment. This chapter, like ch. 15, contains many elements foreshadowed in 
Joel 4:9-17, which is read in the Church on the Wednesday before Great Lent. 
The loud voice from the celestial temple is presumably God's voice. Pour out is a liturgical term 
(Lv 4:7, 18, 25, et. al.) referring to the blood and the wine poured out with the offering of the daily sacri- 
fice and the Feast of Dedication. On the Day of Atonement, blood was sprinkled seven times towards 
the inner veil, more was then smeared upon the horns of the altar, and the remainder was poured out 
at the altar’s base. Here, the seven angelic priests pour out the bowls of God's wrath as a ritual answer 
to the cry of the martyrs (from under the altar) for vengeance (see Ps 68:25 Jer 10:21; Zep 3:8). 
h PARTAN sete dat ss o P na me maroq Mey beast breaks out on those who received it in 
| atnso , like’ | lague 8- i bowls are 
like the first plague (Ex 7:20-21; see Rev 8:8-1 1), a a eg Senet res Cs Niece 
16:5-7 This judgment becomes the occasion for a doxology to God from the angel of th 
element just affected by God's wrath (vv. 3, 4). In biblical thought, spiritual or angelic Sonat ate 
aree ae physical malm all elements of the material world have angelic guardians. In response, the 
sa =e of the martyrs? —see hs 8:3-5; 9:13) proclaims that God's judgments are true and 
There is a parallel here with “the song of Moses" (15:3, 4). Indeed, there is ë witht 
musical interlude in the Jerusalem temple liturgy between the preparation aA sett EAER 
ficed lamb. It is their just due (v. 6) is literally “they are worthy [axios),” the antithesis of the worthiness 
of the Lamb sung about in 3:4; 5:9, 12, At the ordination of a deacon, priest, or bishop, the assemb! 
sings “Axlos” as an assent to the candidate's worthiness (see WSol 3:5). i teat BAe Pw DN : 
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éFor they have shed the blood of saints m. Bowl Six: Euphrates Dries Up 7 
and prophets, 2Then the sixth angel poured out his 

And You have given them blood to bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 
drink. water was dried up, so that the way of the 

For? it is their just due.” kings from the east might be prepared.’ 


13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs 
- eard.anoi A -aan | coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out 

| i pannen PENEN E hi of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
5 teous are Your judgments.” ' ~~ | mouth of the false prophet.t !*For they are 
nen | os spirits of demons, performing signs, which 
<. Bowl Four: Men Are Scorched 7 go out to the kings of the earth and of the 


| | NOI | r the attle of 
sThen the fourth angel poured out his ih lon des rg cere ac Be 


bowl on the sun, and power was given to I5“B RR ; 

i - sth fi Aya ehold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed 
him to scorch men with fire.t “And men | is he who watches, and keeps his garments, 
were scorched with’ great heat, and they | jest he walk naked and they see his 
blasphemed ‘the name of God who-has | shame ”t } 

power over these plagues; and'they didnot |  i6And they gathered them together to the 
repent and give Him glory: | place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.*t 


< Bowl Five: Darkness and Pain .>> =. Bowl Seven: Earth Utterly Shaken «=> 

Then the fifth angel poured. out his | | !7Then the seventh angel poured out his 
bowl on the throne of the beast, and his | bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out 
kingdom became full of darkness; and they | of the temple of heaven, from the throne, 
gnawed their tongues because of the pain.? RENT) a EN tiene GHak FG a 
The TRT a m l :6 aNU-Text and M- it For. 

They blasphemed the God of heaven DE 16:7 2NU-Text and M-Text omit another from. 
cause of their pains and their sores, and did |-16:14:NU-Text and-M-Text omit of the earth 
not repent of their deeds. land. 16:162M-Text reads Megiddo. 








CEE 


16:8, 9 The spiritually hardened followers of the beast cannot repent, but only blaspheme at the judg- 
ments of God. In contrast to Dan 3:22-24, 46-50, where the holy youths who refuse to worship Neb- 
uchadnezzar’s image are not even singed by the furnace’s heat, here those who worship the beast and 
its image are scorched with great heat (v. 9). | : 

16:10 The plague of darkness is similar to the ninth Egyptian plague (Ex 10:21-29). Here the throne is 
Rome-(in contrast to 2:13), and the kingdom is the empire.\Satan has shared his dominion with “the 
beast from the land,” the false prophet (13:2). 
16:12 In 9:13-21 the Parthian Empire threatened the Roman Empire, as it had Israel. In this verse, the 
historical setting of ch. 9 is clarified: Rome will lose its natural defensive line (the Euphrates) and be 
punished: by the kings from the east, the Parthians (see also 6:2; 17:12, 13). The OT miracles of crossing 
over a river on dry land (Ex 14:21, 22; Jos 3:17) are repeated (see also Is 11:15; Jer 28:36; Zec 10:1 1). 

16:13 An allusion to the second Egyptian plague (Ex 7:26—8:11). The unclean spirits (see 1Ti 4:1; 

lJn 4:3) are like frogs. | | 
16:14 Spirits of demons, performing signs are attested by our Lord (Mk 13:22; see also Acts 13:6; 
2Th 2:9). The great day of God Almighty (6:17, foreshadowed in Joel 2:11; Zep 1:14; graphically 
described in 2Pt 3:12) is the eschatological Day of the Lord. | 
16:15 In a parenthetical comment, we are told that this Day of the Lord will see Him coming é 
wnexpectedly as a thief in the night (see 3:3; Mt 24:42-44; 1Th 5:2). Like the wise virgins who stand in 
readiness for the bridegroom who comes at midnight; the Lord exhorts His blessed faithful here to 
remain vigilant as well. It is said that the officer on duty at the Jerusalem temple was to see that his 
Night guards kept awake during their watch. If they were caught asleep, they were beaten. If caught a 
‘cond time, they were stripped of their garments, their vesture, then and there (see Mk 14:51). A 
pestian’s garment is his white baptismal robe, “the garment of righteousness,” the putting on of 

rist, | | | | 

16:16 Decisive battles in Israel's history were fought in the strategic pass near Megiddo (see 4Kg 9:27). 
Armageddon—the word is found only here in Scripture—means “the hill of Megiddo“; the nearest hill 
t0 Megiddo is Mt. Carmel, where Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal (3Kg 18:19-40). In the final 
Conflict at Armageddon, evil spirits (vv. 13, 14) lead apostate mankind against God. This battle is more 
Ully recorded in 20:7-10, foreshadowed in Ezk 39 and Joel 4. 
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saying, “It is done!"t \8And there were noises 


and thunderings and lightnings; and there | 
was a great earthquake, such a mighty and > 


great earthquake as had not occurred since 
men were on the earth. '9Now the great city 
was divided into three parts, and the cities of 


the nati fell. And great Babylon was re- Mets. 
me Behe Be | hand a golden cup full of abominations and 


membered before God, to give her the cup of 


the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. | 


“Then every island fled: away, and the 
mountains were not found. 2!And great hail 
from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone 
about the weight of a talent. Men blas- 


phemed God because of the plague of the | 


hail, since that plague was exceedingly 
great. 
= The Great Harlot and Her Beast z- 


il Then one of the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls came and 


talked with me, saying to me,? “Come, I will | 
show you the judgment of the great harlot | 


| 











3So he carried me away in the Spirit into 
the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting 
on a scarlet beast which was full of names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns.t 4The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having in her 


the filthiness of her fornication.4t 5And on 
her forehead a name was written: 
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH.t | 


6] saw the woman, drunk with the blood of 


the saints and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled 
with great amazement. 


æ The Meaning of the Harlot and 
Her Beast > 
7But the angel said to me, “Why did you 


who sits on many waters,t 2with whom the | marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the 


kings of the earth committed fornication, 





17:1 2NU-Text and M-Text omit to me. 


and the inhabitants of the earth were made | 17:4 aM-Text reads the filthiness of the fornica- 


drunk with the wine of her fornication.”t 





tion of the earth. 





16:17-21 The last bowl is a conclusive act of judgment; a loud voice from God's throne declares, “It is 
done!” (repeated at 21:6; see Jn 19:30). Cosmic signs of God's presence are manifest—evoking Mt. Sinai 
and other theophanies (see 4:5; 8:5; 11:10), quite similar to those of the last trumpet (11:19)—especially 
great earthquakes, causing worldwide destruction (v. 20). Yet even 75-pound (the equivalent of one 
talent) hailstones (v. 21) fail to induce repentance: The great city (v. 19) is probably Jerusalem (see 11:8) 
in that Rome is mentioned separately as great Babylon. 

17:1 The great harlot is Rome, the empire with its claims of divinity, sovereignty, and eternity (see w. 9, 
18), opposed to God and the Church: symbolic of all evil rule. In the Bible, harlotry frequently symbol- 
izes apostasy and idolatry (see Is 1:21; 23:15; Jer 13:25-27; Ezk 16; Hos 4:12; Nah 3:4). The many waters 
on which the harlot is seated portray both the waters of Babylon—the canals and tributaries of the Eu- 
phrates (Ps 136:1; Jer 28:12, 13)—and the waters of Rome, the seas surrounding Italy. They symbolize 


the nations who submit to the harlot’s rule (v. 15). 


17:2 Fornication, committed by the kings of the earth with this harlot, is a metaphor for infidelity to 
the Lord (Jer 3:1-5; Ezk 23; Hos 2). The vassal kingdoms within the Roman Empire have accepted the 


cults of Rome and her emperors and have solidified 


their obeisance with political and economic obliga- 


tions—and have fallen into moral decadence. The wine of this fornication has made the inhabitants of 
the earth to become drunk, seduced and stupefied by a hideous eucharist of death, focused on the per- 
secution and martyrdom of Christians (v. 6; see Jer 28:7). 

17:3 The woman's position on the beast shows the Roman system supported by the Antichrist-emperor. 
The names of blasphemy may be the divine titles assumed by the emperors, _ 

17:4 The harlot is arrayed in abominable luxury: purple (an extremely expensive and rare dye from the 
murex shellfish of Phoenicia), scarlet, gold, precious stones, and pearls. Contrast this with the pure 
linen in which the bride is arrayed in 21:2, The harlot’s cup contains the spiritual pollutions by which she 
contaminates humanity, In Jer 28:7, Babylon is pictured as a golden cup in the hand of the Lord which 


makes all the earth madly intoxicated. 


17:5 Roman law stated harlots must wear headbands exhibiting their name, This great harlot bears the 


mysterious name of BABYLON , 


.. MOTHER OF HARLOTS. For the late-first-century Christians, Babylon 


was incarnate in Rome (see 1Pt 5:13), but it is primarily a spiritual reality, a “m " trar i 

aten Ae i pirit ; ystery,“ transcending con- 
crete manifestations, For Babylon. has always stood for rebellion against God (see Gn 11): RNS 
and idolatry. She is the mother OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH (lit, “detestable things”), the 
prostitution of God's creation, And she finds her life in a perverse eucharist, the death of those united 


with Life Incarnate, 


Ee 0 a ee ee 
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woman and of the beast that carries her, 
which has the seven heads and the ten 
horns. “The beast thgt you saw was, and is 
not, and will ascend out of the bottomless 
pit and go to perdition. And those who 
dwell on the earth will marvel, whose 
names are not written in the Book of Life 
from the foundation of the world. when 
they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.®t 

“Here is the mind which has wisdom: 


The seven heads are seven mountains on | 


which the woman sits. "There are also 
seven kings. Five have fallen; one is, and 
the other has not yet come. And when he 
comes, he must continue a short time. !!The 
beast that was, and is not, is himself also 
the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going 
to perdition. 


“The ten horns which you saw are ten | 
kings who have received no kingdom as- 


yet, but they receive authority for one 
hour as kings with the beast.* !?These are 
of one mind, and they will give their 
power and authority to the beast. “These 
will make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord 
of lords and King of kings: and those who 
are with Him are called, chosen, and 
faithful.” 


Then he said to me, “The waters which | 


you Saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, 
multitudes, nations, and tongues.t And 
the ten horns which you saw on? the beast, 
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these will hate the harlot, make her deso- 
late and naked, eat her flesh and burn her 
with fire. For God has put it into their 
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one 
mind, and to give their kingdom to the 
beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 
'8And the woman whom you saw is that 
great city which reigns over the kings of 


| the earth.” 


æ. The Judgment of Babylon 7> 


| After these things I saw another 

| angel coming down from heaven, 
having great authority, and the earth was 
illuminated with his glory.t 2And he cried 
mightily? with a loud voice, saying, 
“Babylon the great is fallen; is fallen, and 
has become a dwelling place of demons, a 
prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for 
every unclean and hated bird!t 3For all the 
nations have drunk of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication, the kings of 
the earth have committed fornication with 
her, and the merchants of the earth have 
become rich through the abundance of her 
luxury.” 

4And I heard another voice from heaven 
saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest 
you share in her sins, and lest you receive 





17:8 *NU-Text and M-Text read and shall be 


present. 17:163NU-Text and M-Text read saw, 
and the beast. 18:2 *NU-Text and M-Text omit 
mightily. 


ARENSE Piru ——————— A L 
17:8-11 The beast that was, and is not, and yet is represents the Roman Empire or the hellish 

Antichrist, who seems to have been destroyed only to resurrect, in imitation of the true Christ. The 

seven mountains or hills (v. 9) was a well-known description of Rome herself. Numerous interpretations 
have been given of these verses. A likely historical explanation is that the beast is Nero, who was ex- 
pected to return to life after he died; the five who have fallen (v. 10) are Augustus through Nero; Ves- 
Pasian is the one who is; and the beast who is himself also the eighth (v. 11) is Domitian, seen as Nero 
revived. But, again, the reality seems to be transcendent as well. Certainly, at least, the eighth—the 
umber eight signifying complete abundance—is a type of the final Antichrist. 

17:12 The ten kings may be symbolic of all the nations allied with Antichrist in his war against the 
Church. They completely give themselves over to the beast, but the authority they receive is of very 
short duration (symbolically, one hour). Though they join the beast in his persecution fury, ultimately 
Christ and his faithful triumph (19:11-21). As the seal on the eucharistic bread, from which is taken the 


mystical “Lamb” (v. 14), reads: “Jesus Christ Victor." 


17:15-18 The peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues represent the diversity of the Roman Empire 


(See y, 


18). Reaping what she sows, Rome will be conquered as she has conquered. That the ten horns 


(vassal kings) and the beast (false prophet) will rise up against the harlot (v. 16) indicates the self- 
€structiveness of evil (see Ezk 23:11-35). The Antichrist proves himself (in contrast to the true Christ, 
14) the traitor of traitors. Rome will be stripped, devoured, and burned (see Lv 21:9, where death by 
"€ is prescribed for a harlot who is the daughter of a priest). | 

‘I As God is light (4:3; Ps 103:2; 1Ti 6:16), so the angel coming down from heaven exudes a lingering 


'adiance (see Moses in Ex 34:29-35). 
the 
Spiri 


E on 


8:2 This dirge over fallen Babylon is inspired by Is 13:19-22; 34:11-15, where the prophet speaks of 
total destruction of the enemies of God's people. The city is a haunt of demonic, foul, and hateful 
ts. 
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to heaven, and God has remembered her 
iniquities. "Render to her just as she ren- 
dered to you,? and repay her double ac- 
cording to her works; in the cup which she 
has mixed, mix double for her. "In the 
measure that she glorified herself and lived 
luxuriously, in the same measure give her 
torment and sorrow; for she says in her 
heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and 
will not see sorrow. ®Therefore her plagues 
will come in one day—death and mourning 
and famine. And she will be utterly burned 
with fire, for strong is the Lord God who 
judges? her. 

=. The World Mourns for Babylon => 

**The kings of the earth who committed 
fornication and lived luxuriously with her 
will weep and lament for her, when they 


see the smoke of her burning,’ standing | 


at a distance for fear of her torment, say- 
ing, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that 
mighty city! For in one hour your judgment 
has come. | 
“And the merchants of the earth will 


weep and mourn over her, for no one buys | 


their merchandise anymore:? !2merchan- 


dise of gold and silver, precious stones and | 


pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scar- 
let, every kind of citron wood, every kind of 


object of ivory; every kind of object of most | 


precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 
Band cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil 
and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour 
and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and 





L740 


of her plagues.t 5For her sins have reached? | 


































chariots, and bodies and souls of men. '*The 
fruit that your soul longed for has gone 
from you, and all the things which are rich 
and splendid have gone from you,? and you 
shall find them no more at all. !°The mer- 
chants of these things, who became rich by 
her, will stand at a distance for fear of her 
torment, weeping and wailing, '°and saying, 
‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed 
in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls! For in one hour such great riches 
came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who 
travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade 
on the sea, stood at a distance !ŝand cried 
out when they saw the smoke of her burn- 
ing, saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ 
19*They threw dust on their heads and cried 
out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, 
alas, that great city, in which all who had 
ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! 
For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 
20*Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 
holy apostles and prophets; for God has 
avenged you on her!’t | | 
œ. The Finality of Babylon’s Fall 7- 
21Then a mighty angel took up a stone 
like a great millstone and threw it into the 
sea, Saying, “Thus with violence the great 
city Babylon shall be thrown down, and 


18:5*NU-Text and M-Text read have been 
heaped up. 18:68NU-Text and M-Text omit to 
you. 18:8 @NU-Text and M-Text read has 
judged.. 18:14@NU-Text and M-Text read been 
lost to you. . -18:20 :NU-Text and M-Text read 
saints and apostles. 





18:4-8 God's people are called to come out of her so as not to partake of her punishment, destruction, 
and devastation (see Nm 33:51-56; Is 52:11; Jer 27:8; 28:6, 46). Separation from this world is spiritual, 
not necessarily a physical move but a refusal to participate in the works of darkness (2Co 6:14-18). As 
Babylon (Rome) has proclaimed her own sovereign greatness, sitting as queen (v. 7), so her sins have 
reached to heaven (v. 5), recalling the Tower of Babel (Gn 11:4), a symbol of excessive arrogance. God's 
judgment will be swift, in one day (v. 8). In Hebrew day denotes not so much a chronological period as 
a completed act. mix | 
18:9, 10 The kings of the earth who committed fornication will mourn (but from a distance) stunned > 
by the judgment of Rome and the specter of their own economic loss, when they see her devastation 
(see Ps 75:13; Nah 3:4-7). What happened to Sodom (Gn 19:28) and Edom (ls 34:6-10) is befalling Rome. 
Racal api mepplitigal eadem (vv, 9, 10) the economic leaders, the merchants, stand astonished at 
ome’s sudden destruction and their own loss of revenues. Ver -13 list | pap 's f 
SANA PRD AARE 9 ues, Verses 11-13 list luxury items in Rome's flow 
It was said by the rabbis that “ten measures of wealth came down into the world: Rome received 
nine and all the world received one." These. goods together with their profit made Rome queen (v, 7) 
of the world. While worldly possessions are not in themselves good or bad, their misuse leads to sin 
complacency, and a fatal lack of poverty of spirit (see 3:17-20), Therefore, excessive wealth easily con- 
flicts with authentic Christian discipleship (see Mt 6:24). The last item in this list, bodies and souls (v. 13), 
refers to slaves sold at auction as human livestock for domestic service, prostitution and gladiatorial y 
amusements. | | a E a R 
18:20 The opposite reaction (see vv. 9-19) in heaven: Justice has prevailed! | 


_— 





shall not be found anymore.t 22The sound 
of harpists, Musicians, flutists, and trum- 
peters shall not be heard in you anymore. 
No craftsman of any craft shall be found in 
you anymore, and the sound of a millstone 
shall not be heard in you anymore. 23The 
light of a lamp shall not shine in you any- 
more, and the voice of bridegroom. and 
pride shall. not be heard in you anymore. 
For your merchants were the great men. of 
the earth, for by your sorcery all the na- 
tions. were deceived. *4And in her was 
found the blood.of prophets and saints, and 
of all who were slain on the earth.” 


æ Litany of Triumph in Heaven 7a 
] After these things, I heard@ a loud 
voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and 
honor and power belong to the Lord» our 
God!t 2For true and righteous are His judg- 
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ments, because: He has judged the great 


harlot who: corrupted the earth with her 
fornication; and He has avenged on her the 
blood of His servants shed by her,’t ¢Again 
they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up for- 
ever and ever!’t 4And the twenty-four el- 
ders and the four living creatures fell down 
and worshiped God who sat on the throne, 


Saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” "Then a voice 


came from:the throne, saying, “Praise our 
God, all you His servants and those who 


fear Him, both® small and great!” ~ | 


6And I heard; as it were, the voice of a 
great multitude, as the sound of many wa- 
ters and:as the sound of mighty thunder- 
ings, saying, “Alleluia! For the? Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns!t 7Let us be glad and 
19:1 2NU-Text and M-Text add something like. 
bNU-Text and M-Text omit the Lord: 19:52NU-, 
Text and M-Text omit both, -19:6 :NU-Text and 
M-Text read our. 2 | eae 


18:21-24 The great millstone thrown into the sea recalls’ Babylon's disasters and annihilation 


(Jer 28:59, 60; Nah 3:4-7): Her spell of idolatry, vice, and: murder bound the whole-civilized world with'a 
bewitching belief that she was immortal and secure. But as her influence was total, so her destruction ‘is 
total. No signs of life are seen or heard; an eerie silence pervades. In her was found the blood of 
prophets and saints (v: 24) here alludes directly to the massacres of Christians under such as Nero and;i- 
Domitian. However, Babylon as the center of opposition.to God andiself-deification of creation contin-.. 


ues beyond the immediate incarnation.to be seen in the Roman Empire. 


19:1 In contrast to the song, of doom for Babylon (ch. 18), the scene returns to the heavenly liturgy with an 
outburst of celestial triumph. Alleluia, appearing in the NT only here (w. 1, 3,4, 6), is from the Hebrew for 


"Praise the Lord.” It was used in the Great Hallel (Praise) of the Jerusalem temple liturgy (Ps 104—106; .__ 
110—117: 134—135; 145—150) and in the synagogue as a response by the people (see Tb 13:18; 3Mc 7:13). 
Within Christendom, the Alleluia has been a part of liturgical and private’ prayers since earliest times. 
19:2 The judgments of God are righteous, in contrast to the slander of the “accuser of the brethren” 
(2:9; 12:10), which resulted in persecution of Christians, sib (eel aoe AN MMM ETT 
19:3-5 Her (the harlot, Rome) smoke rises up forever and ever (contrast 4:9; 1 5:7), in contrast to the =: 
ascent of incense (5:8; 8:4) in eternal heavenly worship. The Church on earth is united with this liturgy > 
in heayen:;.a deacon calls from the altar, as it were, for all to praise our God (v..5),, TAN 

19:6 For the use of the term Omnipotent (Gr: pantokrator), see 1:8;4:8;:11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:15; 
21:22, as well as Hos 12:6; Am 4:13, It is used in the NT only in Revelation and once in 2Co 6:18, ina 
quote from the OT. The word means “almighty, all-powerful." | | Th 


19:6-9 At the Passover, deliverance from Egypt—the “Baby 


lon" of Moses’ day—was united with the E? 


theme of Israel's betrothal to the Lord (for further nuptial imagery, see Song of Songs; Hos 2:19; Rom. 


7:1-6). For marriage is a symbol of the union o 
2:1-23), of Christ with His Church (Mt 
of Revelation: Jesus, the Passover Lamb (1Co 5:7) 
divine Bridegroom (Mt-22:2; 25:1713). 

A wedding in the Middle East cons! 
Wedding itself began with the proc 
Procession of all back to the brideg 


betrothed to Christ by faith. She awaits the coming 


Lamb (v. 9), the final eschatological 


Mt 5:12; 1Pt 4:13) is to be c | 
grace, holiness, and incorruptio 


f God with'His people (see Is 54:1-8; Ezk 16:7-14; Hos =~ 
22:1-14; 2Co 11:2; Eph 5;22-32), This union is fulfilled in the rest 
whose death has ransomed the New Israel, is also the. 


sted of two parts; the betrothal and the wedding proper. The 
ession of the groom to the bride's home and concluded with the ©) 
room's home for the wedding supper. By analogy, the Church is now 
| | of the Bridegroom for the marriage supper of the | 
union of Christ and His Church. | i | 

. mper ithful for having remained steadfast and p 
a boee sala merges atl with fine linen, clean and bright (v. 8; see 3:4, 5; 7:14)—the clothes of 
n—and to participate in this mysticalisupper both as guest (v. 9) and-as 
n to find mixed images). This supper has already be~. 


ure under persecution (see 


aes: S it is not uncommo 
bride (in apocalyptic literature it is not u (see Mt 26:29; Lk 13:29} 22:30), The Orthodox sing on: 


gun in the Eucharist, a foretaste of the Kingdom 
ascha (Easter): “Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, 
e may evermore perfectly pa 


the glory of the Lord has shone on you... . Grant that 
rtake of You in the never-ending Day of Your Kingdom.” ibe 
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rejoice and give Him glory, for the mar- 
riage of the Lamb has come, and His wife 
has made herself ready.” §And to her it was 
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and bright, for the fine linen is the righ- 
teous acts of the saints. 

Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are 
those who are called to the marriage supper 
of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These 


are the true sayings of God.” !®And I fell at | 


his feet to worship him. But he said to me, 
“See that you do not do that! I am your fel- 


low servant, and of your brethren who have | 


the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”* 


=. The Word and His Army =- 

lINow I saw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horse. And He who sat on him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteous- 
ness He judges and makes war.' !2His eyes 
were likea flame of fire, and on His head 
were many crowns. He had’ a name written 
that no one knew except Himself. "He was 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and 


His name is called The Word of God.! '4And | 


the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean,’ followed Him on white 
horses.t 5Now out of His mouth goes a 
sharp? sword, that with it He should strike 
the nations. And He Himself will rule them 


with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the | 


winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 


ein 





| Almighty God.t '6And He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name written: 


KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 





-s, Defeat of the Beast and 
False Prophet 7>- 

\7Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, 
“Come and gather together for the supper of 
the great God,t |8that you may eat the flesh 
of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of 
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those 
who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, 
free and slave, both small and great.” 

i9And I saw the beast, the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war against Him who sat on the 

horse and against His army. “Then. the 

beast was captured, and with him the false 
| prophet who worked signs in his presence, 
| by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who wor- 
shiped his image. These two were cast alive 
into the lake of fire burning with brim- 
stone.t 21And the rest were killed with the 





19:12 aM-Text adds names written, and. 


| 19:14 ®NU-Text and M-Text read pure white linen. 


19:15 8®M-Text adds two-edged. 19:17#NU-Text 
and M-Text read the great supper of God. 
19:18 #NU-Text and M-Text read both free. 


19:10 Orthodoxy makes a strict distinction between the veneration proper to saints and angels 

(Gr. doulia) and the worship (Gr. latria) due to God alone (see 22:8, 9). 

19:11-16 Heaven is opened: A standard revelatory formula (4:1; Ezk 1:1; Mt 3:16; Jn 1:51; Acts 7:57). 
Christ is presented as the Warrior-Messiah, a triumphant King. In Semitic thought, name expressed be- 
ing. Some of the names of the rider are understandable: Faithful and True (see 3:13), Word of God 

(v. 13: see Jn 1:1, 14), KING OF KINGS (v. 16; see 17:14) AND LORD OF LORDS (see Dt 10:17; 1Ti 6:15). 
But He also has a secret name only He can understand (v. 12; see 2:17; Dan 2:47), for He is God, and 


only God can comprehend God (Jn 1:18). 


19:13 His robe dipped in blood (see Gn 49:11; Is 63:1-6) unites Christ's sacrifice on the Cross, granting 
forgiveness of sin and fulfilling all righteousness, with His making war “in righteousness” (v. 11), judg- 
ing sin (see the reaping of the harvest of 14:14-20; Ps 44:3-7; WSol 18:15, 16; Jn 12:31). 

1 9:14 The armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen are likely the 144,000 faithful (14:4) who, having sur- 
vived the great tribulation in purity, have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb (7:14). 


19:15 The sharp sword from the mouth is judgment, the prophetic word fulfilled (1:16; 


2:12; 11:6; Is 


11:4); the rod of iron (2:27; 12:5; Ps 2:9) is rule. He treads the winepress, executing God’s wrath on earth 


(14:19, 20; Is 63:3; Lam 1:15), 


19:17, 18 A graphic portrayal of the triumph of Christ over Antichrist, forming a macabre contrast with 


the wedding supper of the Lamb of God (v. 9; 2:17; 


Ezk 39:17-20; Mt 24:28), 


19:20, 21 Worldly authority and worldly religion are overthrown. The first beast (false deity) 
second beast (false prophet) of 13:11-15 are captured and cast alive into the lake of fire, hell. 


3:20). The destruction is total (see Is 34:1-7; 


and the 
Hell is pic- 


tured in Gehenna, the noxious, smoldering garbage dump just outside Jerusalem in the Valley of Hin- 
nom. In the past, pagan rituals, including child sacrifice, had occurred in this valley. It came to be associ- 


ated with the abode of the wicked dead, either awaiting final judgment 
torment (see Mt 18:9). Brimstone, a yellow sulphurous substance that 


or actually experiencing eternal 
burns easily, exuding a foul odor, IS 


found in the Dead Sea region. The rest were killed (v. 21) so as to await the final judgment. 


— 


1743 


«word which proceeded from the mouth of 
Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds 
were filled with their flesh. 


™ The Millennial Age «= 


Then I saw an angel coming down 
? from heaven, having the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand.t *He laid hold of the dragon, that ser- 
pent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and 
hound him for a thousand years:t 3and he 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 


him up, and set a seal on him, so that he | 


should deceive the nations no more till the 


thousand years were finished. But after | 


these things he must be released for a little 
while. 
4And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 


and judgment was committed to them. 


Then I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for 
the word of God, who had not worshiped 
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the beast or his image, and had not re- 
ceived his mark on their foreheads or on 
their hands. And they lived and reigned 
with Christ for a* thousand years.t ‘But the 





rest of the dead did not live again until 


the thousand years were finished. This is 
the first resurrection. "Blessed and holy is 
he who has part in the first resurrection. 
Over such the second death has no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thou- 
Sand years. 


+». After the Millennium > 


‘Now when the thousand years have ex- 
pired, Satan will be released from his prisont 
Sand will go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog; to gather them together to 


| battle, whose number is as the sand of the 


| 20:42M-Text reads the. 





20:1 The bottomless pit (abyss) is the great nether regions (Ps 87:7) where the disobedient are confined 
awaiting final judgment. The demons fear it (see Lk 8:31; Jude 6). It is reached through a chasm, the 

key to which is in the hand of the angel. The great chain binds Satan (Mk 5:3). 

20:2 Though most did not, a few early Fathers and writers believed in a literal thousand year binding 
of Satan and reign of Christ and the saints on earth (w. 2-7). The Church, however, authoritatively re- 
jected this teaching (called chiliasm) at the Second Ecumenical Council. In apocalyptic literature, num- 
bers have symbolic significance. “Thousand” is often used in the Scriptures to denote a long period of 
time, a great quantity, completion, perfection, thoroughness (Job 9:3; 2Pt 3:8). Here, a thousand years 
(w. 2-7) is interpreted as the Church age, when Jesus reigns on earth in those who believe. It is that era 
between the first and second comings of Christ, also called the “last times,” when Satan’s effectiveness 
at deceit is restricted through the Cross and Resurrection of Christ, and the saints share in Christ’s 

earthly reign through the Church. For these persecuted Christians threatened by martyrdom, this is a 


consoling hope. 


20:3 The devil is thrown into the pit, which is shut and sealed for a thousand years—meaning a long 
period of time—to allow the Church to be planted, to grow and to overcome, even in times of persecu- 
ton and trial: The word “millennium” is synonymous with thousand years, and carries with it no conno- 
lations of peace and prosperity. The Bible teaches that Satan was bound at the completion of Christ's 
saving work (Mt 12:28, 29; Lk 10:17, 18; Jn 12:31, 32; Col 2:15). He is not totally inactive (Acts 5:3; 

1Co 5:5; Eph 6:11), but he cannot deceive the nations by keeping the gospel from them. At the close of 
the millennium or Church age, Satan will be released for a little while (vv. 7, 8). 

20:4-6 Those who have died for their witness to Jesus are in heaven living and reigning with Him (5:9, 
10; Mt 19:18; 27) 2:12) as royal priests (1:6; 5:9, 10; Is 61:6; 1Pt 2:9, 10) while the Church serves Him here 
on earth. The first resurrection (v. 6) is the heavenly life of souls who have died in Christ before His 
Second Coming. Those not in Christ who die are in Hades awaiting the resurrection of the body at His 
Coming. For the righteous saints with Christ, the second death has no power (v. 6). These righteous 
Spirits (Heb 12:23) await only the reuniting of soul and body after the final judgment, when all things 
are made new (21:1). Hell or Hades (Sheol), where sinners’ souls are separated from their bodies, will 
give up its dead to Gehenna (vv. 13, 14), the lake of fire that burns with sulphur (21:8), which is eternal 
damnation (Mt 25:41). Sinners will be excluded from the blessedness of the age to come. Hell cannot 


arm the victorious in Christ (2:11). 


20:7-10 The lengthy millennial period of Satan’s binding and the saints’ heavenly reign (w. 1-6) is con- 
Cluded by the release of Satan and the final battle of history (probably the same as that of 16:12-16; 
19:14-21), Gog and Magog (v. 8; see Ezk 38; 39) are nations hostile to God's people, gathered for one 
final assault directed against the beloved city (v. 9), Jerusalem as the Church. As Elijah called down 

ire.. out of heaven on his persecutors (4Kg 1:10-12), so here God sends a consuming fire (see 

Gn 19:24; 3Kg 18:38; Ezk 38:22; 39:6), The devil joins the beast and the false prophet in the lake of fire, 
‘ne second death of eternal damnation, and is no longer a threat to the world. 
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sea. "They went up on the breadth of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city. And fire came 
down from God out of heaven and de- 


voured them. !"The devil, who deceived 


them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where? the beast and the false 
prophet are. And they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever. 


-™ The Great White Throne Judgment 7- 


''Then I saw a great white throne and 
Him who sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away. And there 
was found no place for them.t !2And I saw 
the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life. And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books.t !8The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them: 
And they were judged, each one according 
to his works.t “Then Death and Hades 


a p n E 


written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. 


m A New Creation 7- 


7 Now I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there was 
no more sea.t 2Then I, John, saw the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.t 3And I heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people. God Himself will be with them and 
be their God.t 4And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.” | 


[= 


20:104NU-Text and M-Text add also. : 
20:12 aNU-Text and M-Text read the throne. | 
20:14 4NU-Text and M-Text add the lake of fire. 
21:2 4NU-Text and M-Text omit John. ` 





20:11 God executes judgment from the great white throne (see Dan 7:9; see also 1En 18:8). The One 


who sits on the throne in Revelation is-God the Father (4:2-9; 5:1,,7, 13; 6:16; 7:10; etc.). However, in the 
rest of the NT Christ is the judge on the throne (Mt 25:31-46; Jn 5:22: Acts 10:42; 17:31; 2Co 5:10). John 
is about to show their unity: “the throne of God and of the Lamb” (22:1). Earth and heaven flee away 
(Mt 24:35; 2Pt 3:10-13) in terror, a cosmic sign of the great Day of the Lord and the coming of the new 
heaven and earth (21:1). : PRSI 

20:12 Standing before God at His throne at the final judgment, the dead are confronted with their 
works. The books of judgment (Dan 7:10) contain a record of men’s deeds; their own works will 
them (Ps 61:13; Jer 17:6). This judging of believers’ works is a common, NT theme (Mt 16:27; 
2Co 5:10; 1Pt 1:17; see also the Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil and the hymns for the Sunday of 
the Last Judgment). In contrast is the Book of Life, It contains the names of all saved by grace (see 

Ex 32:32; Is 4:3; Dan 12:1, 2)—not that they have no works, but that God's mercy is far greater in com- 
parison. The Orthodox liturgy thus petitions God for a “good account before the dread judgment seat 
of Christ.” | | 
20:13-15 The sea, Death, and Hades—the powers that held men captive—show all the dead are 
judged. That Christ has the keys to death and Hades (1:18) expresses not His power to put men to. 
death, but His trampling of death by death. He is victorious over death. The sea as a symbol of turbu- 
lence, chaos, and the unknown will be no more (21:1). Death, the “last enemy that will be destroyed” 
(1Co 15:26), and Hades, the intermediate state between death and resurrection, will end. They are cast 
into hell, the lake of fire (vv, 14, 15), along with all who reject the grace of God. 7 
21:1 The NT teaching that the present world will pass away (see Mt 5:18; Mk 13:31; 1Co 7:31; 

2Pt 3:10-13; 1Jn 2:17) does not mean the present creation will be utterly destroyed. It will be totally 
renewed (5:9; 21:5; Is 65:17-25; Rom 8:19-22; 2Co 5:17; 2Pt 3:13): freed from corruption, purified, trans- 
figured, glorified, The first.cosmos will pass away, : bos 

21:2 The holy city, New Jerusalem is the city built by God (Heb 11:10). It is the perfected Church, the 
bride ready for her husband, Christ, the abode of the righteous eternally, The OT prophesied a restored 
and exalted Jerusalem (Is 2;1-4; 54:11-15; 60:1-22; 62:1-12}'65;17-25; Ezk 40—48). i 

21:3, 4 The OT also prophesied that God would dwell with His people. The Immanuel 
see also Ps 45:5-8) is fulfilled in the Incarnation (Jn 1:14; 17:22), but comes to 
messianic age, when God will fully dwell (lit, “in-tent”) with His people, 
(Gn 2; Lv 26:11, 12; Ezk 37:26, 27; Jer 38:33; 2Co 6:16). 
great consolation for persecuted believers. 


judge 
Rom 2:6; 


prophecy (ls 7:14 
completion in the 

restoring the paradise of old — 
Therefore joy displaces sorrows and sufferings, a- 


i 


Po m ae mUa clues theta neal 


peeeTHE ETERNAL KING DO Massed 


PY Few saints have been blessed with a vision of heaven while still in this life. Isaiah saw 

yf) heaven (Is 6:1-8), as did Ezekiel (Ezk 1:1-28), and the apostle John saw a new heaven— 

TG God’s eternal Kingdom revealed as a city (Rev 21/1—22:5). : rf 

Ne When we read these passages, we note an abundance of mystical, apocalyptic 
imagery. But the strong similarities between these passages suggests an inspired consis- 

tency of reporting on the visions. The living creatures, the light, the cherubic beings, the 

throne, and the glory of the Lord all work together to unveil a Kingdom of celestial majesty 

and splendor. A Es f 

While confessing with the prophet Isaiah and the apostle Paul that “eye has not seen, nor 

ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those 

who love Him” (1Co 2:9), we nonetheless find, taking the Scriptures as’a whole, that certain 

things can-be said about the eternal Kingdom. | a] {i ; | ? 

1° The saints who inhabit God’s Kingdom live inactive fulfillment of His eternal plan. In 

the Kingdom, humanity becomes all it is meant to be. There is nothing at all in Scripture to 


suggest that eternal lite means’ people passively afloat on huge white clouds strumming harps 
unto the ages of ages. 







Originally created to inhabit Paradise, our first parents chose to sin against God and were 
expelled from the Garden. The Kingdom of God was closed to mankind (Gn 3:24). But God 
in His love called His creation back to Himself, speaking to us through the law and the 
prophets and ultimately through His incarnate Son. Through new life-in Jesus Christ, we are’ 
brought back by God’s mercy into the new. creation, His everlasting Kingdom. As kings and 
prests we will reign with Him forever (Rev 1:6). = Is í 

2 We experience a. foretaste. of the Kingdom in the Church. The very first words of the Di- 
vine Liturgy spoken by the priest are, “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.” The Church at worship enters or 

| ascends to'the heavenly Kingdom. For it is inthe Church that we are seated “together in the 
heavenly places in’ Christ Jesus” (Eph‘2:6) and are raised to “where Christ is; sitting at the 
_ nght hand of God” (Coil 3:1): ates AS ‘et | 

In worship we join the,heavenly hosts—the saints and the angels—in giving praise to our 
God: As the body of Christ, we participate with that “great cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12:1) 
surrounding us as we come to “the throne of God”. (Heb 12:2). We come liturgically “to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of 
all” (Heb 12:22, 23), With this heavenly vision, the Orthodox Church each Sunday remem- 

__ bers not only those in the parish but) “all:those who in faith haye gone on before us to their 
rest.” LS DNiOul Ay onite . (ð fe | 

3° Knowledge of the Kingdom motivates us to live in complete devotion to Christ. In this life, 
we have a foretaste of the Kingdom that inspires us to seek its fullness. In Paul’s words, KEOHN 
Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face” (1Co 13:12). Worship Is not a solitary | : 
act. Rather it is the Bride of Christ, the one Church—those on earth joining with those in... 

| heaven—givi ng thanks to our God and King, who has made us citizens of His magnificent do- 

The apostle John writes, “Beloyed, now we are children of God; and it has not yet: 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 

im, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies į 
himself, justas He is/pure” (1Jn/ 3:2, 3). 7" a ee RRS irae i 
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REVELATION 21:5 [746 irs. 2 {Tre EEr 
5Then He who sat on the throne said, | three gates on the north, three gates on the 
“Behold, I make all things new.” And He | south, and three gates on the west. 
said to me,* “Write, for these words are true l4Now the wall of the city had twelve foun- 
and faithful.” ` dations, and on them were the names? of the 
6And He said to me, “It is done!* I am the | twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and | talked with me had a gold reed to measure 
the End. I will give of the fountain of the | the city, its gates, and its wall. l6The city is 
water of life freely to him who thirsts.t 7He | laid out as a square; its length is as great as 
who overcomes shall inherit all things, | its breadth. And he measured the city with 
and I will be his God and he shall be My the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its 
son. 8But the cowardly, unbelieving,* | length, breadth, and height are equal. Then 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, | he measured its wall: one hundred and forty- 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall | four cubits, according to the measure of a 
have their part in the lake which burns | man, that is, of an angel. '*The construction 
with fire and brimstone, which is the sec- | of its wall was of jasper; and the city was 
ond death.” pure gold, like clear glass. !?The foundations 
of the wall of the city were adorned with all 
<= The New Jerusalem = kinds of precious stones: the first foundation 
Then one of the seven angels who had | was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 
the seven bowls filled with the seven last | chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth 
plagues came to me? and talked with me, | sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh 
saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, | chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, 
the Lamb’s wife.”*t And he carried me | the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 
away in the Spirit to a great and high | and the twelfth amethyst. 7!‘The twelve gates 
mountain, and showed me the great City. | were twelve pearls: each individual gate was 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out oi | | 
heaven from God,t !"having the glory of | ; SX it 
God. Her light was like a most precious | 313 NU: Test and M-Test omit 2T a 
stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. | reads overcomes, I shall give him these things. 
12Also she had a great and high wall with | 21:8¢M-Text adds and sinners. 21:9 2NU-Text 


twelve gates, and twelve angels at the | and M-Text omit to me. »M-Text reads I will 
show you the woman, the Lamb’s bride. 


gates, and DAME: writen op them, which 21:10 2NU-Text and M-Text omit the great and 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the | read the holy city, Jerusalem. 21:142NU-Text 
children of Israel:t three gates on the east, | and M-Text read twelve names. 














21:6-8 The water of life (“living water,” Jn 4:10-14; 7:37-39, or “living fountains of waters,” Rev 7:17) 
is the grace of the Holy Spirit, bestowed along with baptism in chrismation. Only the one who thirsts 
will be given the water forever (v. 6). And, repeating the concluding exhortation of each of the seven 
letters (chs. 2; 3), only those who overcome (v. 7), who persist in their allegiance to God, inherit, be- 
coming permanent sons of God, Those who fall away through cowardice or unbelief face instead the 
lake of fire (v. 8), They lose God's inheritance, receiving instead the damning recompense of sin and 
death (see 20:15; 22:15), along with Satan, the beast, the false prophet, Death, and Hades. 

21:9 In stark contrast to the harlot arrayed in gaudy finery (17:3), the messianic bride comes from God 
and so reflects God's splendor. 

21:10 Like Ezekiel’s, John’s vantage point is a high mountain (Ezk 40:2); the perfected Church he sees 
resembles Ezekiel’s new temple (Ezk 40—42). The New Jerusalem descends out of heaven from God, for 
God Himself completes the reunion of heaven and earth, She completes and fulfills the old Jerusalem 
just as the new covenant fulfills the old. 

21:12-14 The splendor described is fitting for the place where God will dwell with His people (vv. 3, 7). 
As the breastplate of the high priest was adorned with twelve jewels corresponding to the twelve tribes 
(Ex 28:15-21), so the Church is founded on the twelve precious foundation stones of the apostles (v. 14): 
Heaven is fundamentally priestly, All who are espoused to Christ, who feast at the wedding supper, and 
who dwell in the Holy City, are members of the royal priesthood (1:6; 5:10; 20:6; 1Pt 2:9). 

21:15-21 As in Ezekiel’s vision, the angel measures the city (Ezk 40—42): a colossal cube (12 x 1,000 
stadia = 1,500 miles square), recalling the shape of the holy of holies (3Kg 6:19, 20; Ezk 41:4) and sym- 
bolic of its perfection: the multiples of 12 symbolize the people of God, and 1000 shows its greatness. 
The precious stones portray its glory, As the priests in the Jerusalem temple walked on pavements of 
gold (3Kg 6:29), so the new, royal priesthood will walk on a street of pure gold (v. 21). 








P M Se IMMM = 








of one pearl. And the street of the city 
pure gold, like transparent glass, 


was 


sa Healing of the Nations .= 


2But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its tem- 


the moon to shine in it, for the glory? of 
God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.t 
“And the nations of those who are saveda 
shall walk in its light, and the kings of the 
earth bring their glory and honor into it.> 
jts gates shall not be shut at all by day 
(there shall be no night there). 2@And they 
shall bring the glory and the honor of the 
nations into it.4 *’But there shall by no 
means enter it anything that defiles, or 


of Life. 
< Paradise Regained => 

) S. And he showed me a pure? river of 

water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 

ceeding from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb.t 2In the middie of its street, and on 

either side of the river, was the tree of life, 


Po 
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which bore twelve fruits, each tree yield- 


ing its fruit every month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations.* 
4And there shall be no more curse, but the 


| throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 


yas | it; and His servants shall serve Him. *T 
ple.t 3The city had no need of the sun or of rve H hey 


shall see His face, and His name shall be 
on their foreheads.t "There shall be no 
night there: They need no lamp nor light 
of the sun, for the Lord God gives them 
LEMS And they shall reign forever and 
ever.’ | 


=. The Angel’s Testimony 7> 


_ Then he said to me, “These words are 
faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the 
holy? prophets sent His angel to show His 


eauses* an abomination, or a fie. but only | Sorens ene pumas WINCH: smUaE | SOOT 


those who are written in the Lamb’s Book 


take place. 


| 21:23 aNU-Text and M-Text omit in it. >M-Text 


reads the very glory. 21:244NU-Text and 
M-Text omit of those who are saved. »M-Text 
reads the glory and honor of the nations to Him. 
21:26 2M-Text adds that they may enter in. 

21:27 ®NU-Text and M-Text read anything pro- 
fane, nor one who causes. 22:1®NU-Text and 
M-Text omit pure. 22:6®NU-Text and M-Text 
read spirits of the prophets. 





21:22 There is no tempie in the old sense in the New Jerusalem (Jn 4:21). Its temple is the presence of 
God in all (v. 22; 1Co 15:28; Col 3:11; 1Pt 2:4-10). The Church itself is the temple. 


21:23-27 The OT prophecies concerning the gloritic 
dom (see Is 60). Created light is unnecessary. For the 
(Ps 35:10) with true and clear vision to see things as t 


ation of Jerusalem are fulfilled in the eternal King- 
everlasting Uncreated Light will illumine all 
hey really are. The true Light, the Light of the world 


Un 8:12), was incarnate (Jn 1:9), and even while on earth He shone with Uncreated Light (Mk 9:2-8; 
2Pt 1:16-18). As prophesied, all the earth will stream to the Holy City to honor it (Is 55:5; Jer 16:19-21; 


Tb 13:13; see also 1En 10:21; 48:4, 


5)—it has no enemies—but only the pure will live within it (Mt 5:8). 


22:1 The river of water of life manifests the Giver of Life, the Holy Spirit (see 21 :6; also Ezk 47:1-12; 
lec 14:8: see also 2En 8:5). The OT Feast of Tabernacles, the festival of the Messianic Kingdom, empha- 


sized light and water. As in his Gospel, so here Joh 


n shows these themes are fulfilled by Christ and His 


Church. Christ is the Light of the World (21:23-26; 22:5 with Jn 8:12); the Holy Spirit is the Water of Life 
(22:1, 2: 21:6 with Jn 7:37-39). The Church is the Messianic Kingdom. | 


God the Father and the Lamb, 
one worship is offered them. With 
22:2, 3 The tree of life, a symbol o | 
Paradise (Gn 3:22) and the other tree of life, 
tree of curse (Gal 3:13). But there is no more curse 
Gn 3:16-19. The fruits and leaves of the tree ar 


the Son incarnate, share one throne, for they are consubstantial and 
the Spirit proceeding from the throne, the entire Trinity is here. 

f Christ Himself, gives immortality. It fulfills the tree of life in 

the Cross of the Savior, the tree of obedience (1Pt 2:24), a 
(v. 3) in the Holy City: a reversal of the curse of 

e completely and universally therapeutic, reversing the 


effects of the fruit of the tree of disobedience (Gn 3:6). 


22:4 The face of God is that of the glorified Christ ( 


the hidden essence of God (Jn 1:18; 
(Ex 33:20-23; Mt 5:8; Jn 1:18; 1Co 

ar Jesus’ name... on their forehea 
unspeakable name of God on his 
turban (Ex 28:31-33; see Ezk 9:4- 
22:5 The Lord God gives them light perfe 
tion of the daily morning and evening sacr 


light, there can be no night (see 21:23; Is 60:19, 20). 


see Jn 14:9; 1Jn 3:2). The face which cannot be seen is 
1Ti 6:16). Normally, even to see His energy is not possible in this life 
13:12; Heb 12:14; 1Jn 3:2), But in the age to come the faithful, who 

ds, may see Him ceaselessly. In the OT only the high priest bore the 
forehead, and that he did externally, on a golden headband around his 
6: Rev 3:12; 7:3). In the NT, all who believe are granted His name. 

| cts the priestly blessing of Nm 6:23-26, a concluding benedic- 
tices of the OT temple. When you have God's uncreated 





REVELATION 22:7 7B ~— errs ` 
and murderers and idolaters, and 
loves and practices a lie. 
16“], Jesus, have sent My angel to testify 
‘Now I, John, saw and heard: these things. | to you these things in the churches. I am 
And when I heard and saw, I fell down to | the Root and the eee Of Davids ine 
worship before the feet of the angel who | Bright and Morning Star. | 
showed me these things." ~. The Church’s Testimony 7> 
= Christ’s Testimony => l7And the Spirit and the bride Say, 
*Then he said to me, “See that you do not | “Come!” And. let pm who ea eans ee): 
do that. Forè | am your fellow servant, and | “Come!” And let aan a T thas pepe: 
of your brethren the prophets, and of those WN eee B: P N A E E EE 
N e W this book. Worship | ers pAg IAA 
A a Ee a o ma po aot seai te |, fo T testit to evervane jio Hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book, for the | Words of the prophecy of rapa Neth 
time is at hand.t !'He who is unjust, let him bine pean ee eal A Sraa ii F 
be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be BESKA E SEITE SED ET EAE 
filthy still; he who is righteous, let him | 20° a PERG Boe AATRE Ar asa 
be righteous? still; he who is holy, let him | MOS OH SEBS ae 2 or Bee : Cy, b 
be holy still” | shall take away? his part from the Book® of 
“And behold, Iam coming quickly, and 





™Behold, lam coming quickly! Blessed is whoever 
he who keeps the words of the prophecy of | 


this book.”t 





-=r oe 


My reward is with Me, to give to every one | 22:8 aNU-Text and M-Text read am the one who 
heard and saw. 22:94NU-Text and M- Text omit 


according to, his work.t BI am the Alpha | gnd sawn i Seabee Milekon 
a ft inni ‘he | tor... 22:11 aNU- lext and M-lext read do rignt. 
E r cc ae radiant and heal 22:13 4NU-Text and M-Text read the First and 
n „t € First and Me Last. hers the Last, the Beginning and the End. | 
"Blessed are those who do His com- | 22:14aNU-Text reads wash their robes. 
mandments,? that they may have the right | 24:15 °NU-Text and M-Text omit Buty ipga 
to the tree of life, and may enter through | #4:18*NU-Text and M-Text omit For. ®M-Text 
th tas] h tot Büt outside G _ reads may God add.. 22:19 M-Text reads may — 
e gates into the city." ‘but: outside are | God take away. "NU-Text and M-Text read tree 
dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral | of life. | re 


ee ee 





22:7 Keeping the words . . . of this book refers to repentance, faithfulness, and steadfastness, no mat- 
ter the circumstances of life. The “overcomers” are blessed. | | 
22:8, 9 John repeats his error of attempting to worship the angel (see 19:10). The fact is, even mature 
Christians and leaders sometimes err. But we press on to change and to continue with Christ. The com- 
mand to John is, “Worship God” (v. 9), The angel affirms John is a brother of the prophets (v.. 9). 

22:10, 11 The command not to seal the words of the prophecy is a reversal of 10:4 and Dan 8:26; 
12:4, 9, For the time is now, the message is for the contemporary communities John is addressing. Some 
are unable to repent: those who still persist in their wickedness (see Is 6:9, 10; Ezk 3:27; Dan 12:10; - 

Mk 4:12); the righteous are encouraged to be steadfast. nap. 

22:12, 13 For the divine titles, see notes on 1:8 (see also 1:17; 2:8; 21:6; Is 41:4; 43:10; 44:6; 48:12). Di- 
vine recompense (Is 40:10; Jer 17:6) will be visited on the earth soon (v. 12), | | 
22:14, 15 A clear distinction is drawn between the eternal state of the blessed and that of the damned 
vee eh Many texts read ash their robes" (see 3:4; 7:14; 16:15) rather than do His commandments. 

e point is the same: It is the pure in Christ who enter the Kingdom, D . 15) ref 

(Dt 23:18, 19; Php 3:2; 2Pt 2:22), Cy Wie UN RRS biol: 
22:16 Jesus confirms this is His message. It fulfills the intent of OT prophecy, for He Himself is the 
prophesied Messiah, ie | ) | Meci | | | 
22:17 A liturgical dialogue, a reflection of eucharistic theology. The Church as bound to God, the bride 
in union with the Holy Spirit, invites Christ to “Come!” We plead for His return (see His answer in v. 20). 
Those who desire God (21 ‘6; Ps 41:2, 3; 63:1; Is 26:8, 9; Jn 6:35; 7:37) but who are not yet overcoming 
the world are in turn invited to come to Christ. | eC CE yafl Fii 
22:18, 19 This severe warning refers to the Book of Revelation, not to the Bible asa whole, and ad- 
monishes those in the communities addressed not to distort its message. To do so is to threaten one’s 
very salvation (see Dt 4:2; 12:32; Gal 1:8, 9), RI I Oit on sel ie iil 











= $ $$ REVELATION 22:21 
life, from the holy city, and from the things ~. Benediction .~ 


which are written in this book. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
He who testifies to these things Says, | with you all.4 Amen.t 
«Surely I am coming quickly.” | 


| 22:21 “NU-Text reads with all; M-Text reads 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!t with all the saints. 


22:20 A liturgical benediction to the book. The bride, recognizing the voice of her Beloved as He testi- 
fies to His advent, runs “out to meet Him” (Mt 25:6) and in her joy proclaims, Amen. Even so, come, 
tord Jesus! This echoes maranatha ("O Lord, come!” in 1Co 16:22), which was part of the eucharistic 
dialogue of the early Church. 


22:21 An appropriate final benediction, considering the book was to be read aloud in all seven 
churches. 
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S8 TH-E.BIBLE: GO ps aaa 
REVELATIONS TOMAN 


By The Right Reverend JOSEPH, Bishop of Los Angeles and the West 


l For the Christian of true worship, the Bible is the greatest source of truth, 
> / virtue, and moral ethics. It is invaluable as a source of teaching doctrine and 
Ñ holiness. We call it the “Book of Life,” for in its pages we find the closest 

’ expression we have of the Ihexpressible. From géneration to generation, 
the books that make up the canon of Scripture have communicated tous the les- 
sons God has taught and still is teaching His people. It is open to all, and should 


be read by all: men and women, {clergy and laity, children.and adults, believers 
and unbelievers. 






At 


The Bible Reveals God 

From the beginning, God has revealed Himself to mankind: He never ceases 
to reach out to His creation with abuiidant blessings, desiring all to freely par- 
take of the personal Communion He offers The Bible also establishes that it was 
humanity who rejected Him, following after the selfish desire to be as God. Cer- 
tainly humanity has afflicted itself with this delusion. Even’ so, the human race, 
even in its fallen state;‘is unable to deter God’s unceasing ministry to His peo- 
ple. The Scriptures record this ongoing spiritual struggle between the loving 
truth of God and man’s deluded expression ‘Of pride: | 

Once the truth of God is accepted, and a person surrenders his pride and his 
denial of reality, his eyes become open to Christ our God, whose divine Light 
invisibly enters in. This is what we call holiness, and therefore only in genuine 
holiness can we begin to understand the Bible and experience God revealed in it. 
The Scriptures and the histories of the’ martyrs bear witness to the glory of God 
as it enters us, They also witness to us the terrible price that people pay when 
they refuse to acknowledge the presence of the Lord. K | 


The Bible Reveals Our Need 


The Old Testament establishes the way of thinking of the one who has “seen” 
God. He now sees the misery of fallen humanity. He discerns how, in our | 
Wretched state, we bring ruin upon ourselves with the lies our pride fabricates 
for us. In the pages of the Bible, we see how even good men can fail. And we 
sce and hear the warning for us that, just as surely as sunset brings night, the 
disobedience of mankind brings death and destruction. 

The Bible is not a document for individuals secking to feel self-justified and 
ful] of wisdom, Rather, it is a mirror in which each person can see his own weak- 
ess without God and his need for Him, One who reads the Scriptures and does 
Not fall down praying for God's mercy has not really read them, He may have 
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read the words on the pages, but he is still a man Lf the wotldja a prisoner “Of his 
blinded intellect and fleshly desires. Perhaps such a person would do better with 
a technical manual or a history book. The Bible is neither of these. It is a spiri- 

tual tool, the greatest of all, designed to change us. It overcomes all boundaries 


of human time and transcends all cultures. 





The Bible Reveals Salvation 


The one who reads the Bible and repents of his own sinfulness, recognizing 
no good in his life without God, opens the door to a new life. He is transformed 
by encountering the Person of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ, the Son and Word of God. 
He is the One whom the prophets proclaim would save us from sin and the 
sting of death which we brought upon ourselves. When we read with a repentant 
heart, the words we read in the Bible are not lifeless rules and interesting stories, 
but insights into a world beyond expression. These words are doors through. 
which to walk, so we may come to know God. The Bible challenges us to 
emerge from our own personal self-centered and illusory world, and to enter 
rather into the Kingdom of God. Then every word of the Bible is a window to 
heaven, to Paradise, and to Perfection. 

Just as someone. cannot “birth” himself, neither is a man “reborn” by him- 
self. His personal faith in our Lord Jesus Christ will not be fulfilled outside of 
the Church. For it is there that we enter into a Tradition, a dynamic history of 
men and women—saints—who honored what they received from God and 
passed it on intact to the next generation. This embodiment of Faith is found in 
the Incarnate Word of God, Jesus Christ, the Head of the Body which is His 
Holy Orthodox Church. Within the Church, the repentant man, woman or 
child is born anew through the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism. Here, the 
passions of the indiyidual begin to die and transformation is initiated. 

Truly the fullness of the Scriptures cannot be obtained outside the mind of 
the Church. Heretics and unbelieving intellectuals may to read the words of 
Scripture, but they cannot understand it as does a spiritual man or woman 
within the Holy community of the Church, Without the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to reveal within us the truth of God, the Bible is but raw data. Certainly the 
Holy Spirit has whispered truth into the ears of people not in the Church, but 
the place where He speaks the fullness of the Faith is within the Church where 
He dwells. p 

Only with the teachings of His Church—the Church that proclaims the 
Truth found in the can we begin our true work of breaking out of the 
self-imposed imprisonment of self-idolatry. When we submit our lives to Christ 
in repentance and humility, the Holy Spirit comes to us through the Holy Mys- 
teries and lifts us up. Therefore, it becomes our joyful duty to ceaselessly knock 
on the door of the Scriptures, asking God to reveal the truth to us through His 
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Word, that we might walk through the gates and grow into an ever greater ap- 
preciation and experience of Him and His Heavenly Kingdom. 

Simply put, the Bible must be read with serious and humble prayer, a gen- 
wne desire for God’s mercy, along with sound instruction from the Church and 
the very presence of the Holy Spirit within us. Our Lord Jesus Christ left Him- 
self within this Holy Book, that He might be found by those who genuinely 
sek Him. May you find Him today! 
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pees H-Q W- TO-READ- THE BIBL Eige 





By The Right Reverend KALLISTOS, Bishop of Diokleia 





») “If an earthly king, our emperor,” says Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk 
F (1724-83), “wrote you a letter, would you not read it with joy? 
1S Certainly, with great rejoicing and careful attention.” But what, he 
\ asks, 1s our attitude towards the letter that has been addressed to us 
by no one less than God Himself? “You have been’ sent a letter, not by any 
earthly emperor, but by the King of Heaven. And yet-you almost despise 
such a gift, so priceless a treasure.” To open and read this letter, Saint 
Tikhon adds, is to enter into a personal conversation face to. face with the 
living God. “Whenever you read the Gospel, Christ Himself is speaking to 
you. And while you read, you:are praying and talking to Him.” 

Such exactly is our Orthodox attitude to thejreading of Scripture. I 
am toisee the Bible as God’s personal. letter sent specifically to myself. 
The words are not intended merely for others, far away and long ago, but 
they are written particularly and directly to me, here and. now, Whenever 






we open our Bible, we are engaging in.a creative dialogue with the Savior. 


In listening, we also respond. “Speak, Lord, for Your seryant hears,” we 
reply to God as we read (1Kg 3:10); “Here am I” (Is 6:8). A 
Two centuries after Saint Tikhon, at the Moscow Conference held in 

1976 between the Orthodox and the Anglicans, the true attitude towards 
Scripture was expressed in different, but equally valid terms. This joint — 
statement, signed by the) delegates of both traditions, forms an excellent 
summary of the Orthodox view: “The Scriptures constitute a coherent 
whole. They are at once divinely inspired and humanly expressed, They 
bear authoritative witness to God’s revelation of Himself in creation, in 
the Incarnation of the Word, and in the whole history of salvation, and as 
such express the word of God in human language. We know, receive, and 
interpret Scripture through the Church and in the Church. Our approach 
to the Bible is one of obedience.” aye Tee 

< Combining Saint Tikhon’s words and the Moscow statement, we may 
distinguish the four key characteristics which mark the Orthodox “Scrip- 
tural mind.” First, our reading of Scripture is obedient. Second, it is on 
ecclesigl, in union with the Church. Third, it is Christ-centered. Fourth, it 


IS personal. 


Reading the Bible with Obedience 

we see Scripture as. inspired by God, and so we | 
The divine inspiration of the Bible is 
and by the 1976 Moscow Conference. 


First of all, then, we | 
approach it in a spirit of obedience. 
Cmphasized alike by Saint Tikhon 
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Since it is divinely inspired, the Bible possesses a fundamental unity, a 
total coherence, for it is the same Spirit that speaks on every page. We do 
not refer to it as “the books” in the plural, ta biblia, but we call it “the 
Bible,” “the Book,” in the singular. It is one book, one Holy Scripture, - 
with the same message throughout—one composite and yet single story, 
from Genesis to Revelation.” 

At the same time, however, the Bible is also humanly expressed. It is 
an entire library of distinct writings, composed at varying times, by differ- 
ent persons in widely diverse situations. We find God speaking here “in 
many and various ways” (Heb 1:1). Each work in the Bible reflects the 
outlook of the age in which it was written and the particular viewpoint of 
the author. For God does not abolish our created personhood but 
enhances it. Divine grace co-operates with human freedom: we are 
“tellow-workers,” “co-operators” with God (1Co 3:9). In the words of 
the second-century Letter to Diognetus, “God persuades, He does not 
compel; for violence is foreign to the divine nature.” So it is precisely in 
the writing of inspired Scripture. The author of each book was not just a 
passive instrument, a flute played by the Spirit, a dictation machine 
recording a message. Every writer of Scripture contributes his or her par- 
ticular human gifts. Alongside the divine aspect, there is also a human 
element in Scripture, and we are to value both. 

Each of the four Evangelists, for example, has his own particular 
standpoint. Matthew is the most “ecclesiastical” and the most Jewish of 
the four, with his special interest in the relationship of the Gospel to the 
Jewish Law, and his understanding of Christianity as the “New Law.” 
Mark writes in less polished Greek, closer to the language of daily life, 
and includes vivid narrative details not found in the other Gospels. Luke 
emphasizes the universality of Christ’s love, His all-embracing compassion 
that extends equally to Jew and Gentile, The Fourth Gospel expresses a 
more inward and mystical approach, and was aptly styled by Saint 
Clement of Alexandria “a spiritual Gospel.” Let us explore and enjoy to 
the full this life-giving variety within the Bible. 

Because Scripture is in this way the word of God expressed in human 
language, there is a place for honest and exacting critical enquiry when 
studying the Bible, Our reasoning brain is a gift from God, and we need 
not be afraid to use it to the utmost when reading Scripture. We Orthodox 
Christians neglect at our peril the results of independent scholarly research 
into the origin, dates and authorship of the books of the Bible, although 
we shall always want to test these results in the light of Holy Tradition. 
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Alongside this human element, however, we are to see always the di- 
vine aspect. These texts are not simply the work of the individual authors. 
What we hear in Scripture are not just human words, marked by a greater 
or lesser skill and Perceptiveness, but the uncreated Word of God Himself, 
the Father's Word “coming forth from silence,” to use the phrase of Saint 
Ignatius of Antioch, the eternal Word of salvation. Approaching the Bible, 
then, we come not merely out of curiosity, to gain historical information. 
We come with a specific question: “How can I be saved?” 

Obedient receptivity to God’s word means above all two things: a 
sense of wonder and an attitude of listening. (1) Wonder is easily quenched. 
Do we not feel all too often, as we read the Bible, that it has become 
over-familiar, even boring? Have we not lost our alertness, our sense of 
expectation? How far are we changed by what we read? Continually we 
need to cleanse the doors of our perception and to look with new eyes, in 
awe and amazement, at the miracle that is set before us—the ever-present 
miracle of God’s divine word of salvation; expressed in human language. 
As Plato remarked, “The beginning of truth is to wonder at things.” 

Some years ago I had a dream that I still remember vividly. I was back 
in the house where, for three years as a child, I lived in boarding school. 

A friend took me first through the rooms already familiar to me from the 
waking life of my childhood. But then in my dream we entered other 
rooms that I had never seen before—spacious, elegant, filled with light: 
Finally we came to a small, dark chapel, with golden mosaics gleaming in 
the candlelight. “How strange,” I said to my companion, “that I have 
lived here for so long, and yet I never knew about the existence of all 
these rooms.” And he replied, “But it is always so.” I awoke, and behold, 
it was a dream. | | 

Should we not react in the presence of the Bible with exactly the same 
surprise, the same feeling of joy and discovery, that I experienced in my 
dream? There are so many rooms in Scripture that we have never as yet 
entered. There is so much for us still to explore. 

(2) If obedience means wonder, It also means listening. Such indeed is 
the literal meaning of the word for “obey” in both Greek and Latin—to 
hear. The trouble is that most of us are better at talking than at listening. 
An incident in the “Goon Show,” which I used to follow eagerly on the. 
radio in my student days, sums up our predicament all gates jane tele- 
Phone rings, and one of the characters picks it BPH ie O; : ciexe ams; 
“hello, hello.” His volume: rises. “Who is speaking? I eas) gany ou: 
Hello. who is speaking?” A voice at the other end says, “LOU are lo 
. se P ‘es. “I thought the voice sounded familiar.” And 
Peaking.” “Ab,” he replies, “I thoughe th 

€ puts the receiver down. | | 

One ofthe primary requirements, iË we are to acquire a “Seripraral 
mind,” is to stop talking and to start listening: ATEREA. 
dox @hurehi decorated in the traditional way, and look up towarc | 
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sanctuary, we see there in the apse the figure of the Mother of God with 
her hands raised to heaven-+the ancient Scriptural manner of praying 
that many still use today: Such is also to be our attitude to Scripture— 
an attitude of openness and attentive receptivity, our hands invisibly 
outstretched to heaven. i 

As we read our Bible, then, we are to model ourselves in this way on 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, for she is supremely the one who listens. At the 
Annunciation, listening to the angel she responds obediently, “Let it be to 
me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Had she not first listened to 
God’s word and received it spiritually in her heart, she would never have 
borne the Word of God bodily in her womb. Receptive listening contin- 
ues to be her attitude throughout the Gospel story. At Christ’s nativity, 
after the adoration of the shepherds, “Mary kept all these things, ponder- 
ing them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). After the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus 
was twelve years old, “His Mother kept all these things in-her heart” 
(Lk 2:51). The vital importance of listening is also indicated in the last 
words attributed to the Theotokos in Holy Scripture, at the wedding feast 
in Cana of Galilee. “Do whatever. He tells you” (Jn 2:5), she says to the 
servants and-to each one of us. ea ad 

In all this the Virgin serves ias a mirror and living icon_of the biblical 
Christian. Hearing God’s word, we are to be like her: pondering, keeping 
all these things in our hearts, doing whatever) He tells us. We are to listen 
in obedience while God speaks. : : 
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Understanding the Bible through the Church 

In the second place, as the Moscow Conference affirms, “We know, 
receive, and interpret Scripture through the Church and in the Church.” 
Our approach to the Bible is not only obedient but ecclesial. The words 
of Scripture, while addressed to us personally, are at the same time 
addressed to us as members of a community. Book and Church are not to 
be separated. : 2 à i 

The interdependence of Church and Bible is evident in at least two 
ways. (1) First, we receive Scripture through and in the Church: It is the 
Church that tells us what is Scripture. In the ‘first three centuries of Chris- 
tian history, a lengthy process of sifting and testing was needed, in order 
to distinguish between that which is authentically “canonical” Scripture, 
bearing authoritative witness to Christ’s person and message, and that | 
which is “apocryphal”—useful perhaps for teaching, but not a normative 
source of doctrine. It is thus the Church that has decided which books 
form the Canon of the New Testament. A book is not part of Holy Scrip- 
ture because of any particular theory about its date and authorship, but 
because the Church treats it as canonical. Suppose, tor example, that it 
could be proved that the Fourth Gospel was not actually written by Saint 
John the beloved disciple of Christin my view, there are in fact strong 
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reasons for continuing to accept John’s authorship—yet, éven so, this 
vould not alter the fact that we regard the Fourth Gospel as Scripture. 
Why? Because the Fourth Gospel, whoever the author may be, is accepted 
by the Church and in the Church. i 

(2) Secondly, we interpret Scripture through and in the Church. If it is 
the Church that tells us what is Scripture, equally it is the Church that 
tells us how Scripture is to be understood. Coming upon the Ethiopian as 
he read the Old Testament in his chariot, Philip the Apostle asked him, 
“Do you u nderstand What you are reading?” “How can I,” answered the 
Ethiopian, “unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30, 31). His difficulty is | 
also ours. The words of Scripture are not always self-explanatory. The 
Bible has a marvelous underlying simplicity, but when studied in detail it 
can prove a difficult book. God does indeed speak directly to the heart of 
each one of us during our Scripture reading—as Saint Tikhon says, our 
reading 1s a personal dialogue between each one and Christ Himself—but 
we also need guidance. And our guide is the Church. We make full use of 
our private understanding, illuminated by the Spirit; we make full use of 
biblical commentaries and of the findings of modern research. But we 
submit individual opinions, whether our own or those of the scholars, to 
the judgment of the Church. | 

We read the Bible personally, but not as isolated individuals. We say 
not “I” but “we.” We read as the members of a family, the family of the 
Orthodox Catholic Church. We read in,communion with all the other 
members of the Body of Christ in all parts of the world and in all genera- 
tions of time. This communal or catholic approach to the Bible is _ 
underlined in one of the questions asked of a convert at the reception 
service used in the Russian Church: “Do you acknowledge that the Holy 
Scripture must be accepted and interpreted in accordance with the belief 
which has been handed down by the Holy Fathers, and which the Holy 
Orthodox Church, our Mother, had always held and still does hold?” The 
decisive criterion of our understanding of what Scripture means is the — 
mind of the Church. The Bible is the book of the Church. = 

To discover this “mind of the Church,” where do we begin? A first step 
is to see how Scripture is used in worship. How, in particular, are biblical 
lessons chosen for reading, at the different feasts? A second step is to con- 
sult the writings, of the Church Fathers, especially St. John Chrysostom.. 
How do they analyze and apply the text of Scripture: An ecclesial manner 
of reading the Bible is in this way both liturgical and Patrastec. | 

To illustrate what it means to interpret Scripture 1n a liturgical way, let 
us consider the Old Testament lessons at Vespers for the Feast of the An- 
Nunciation (March 25) and at Vespers on Holy Saturday, the first par $ of 
Vigil, At the Annunciation there are five readings: 
10-17; Jacob’s dream of a ladder set up from earth to 





the ancient Paschal 
(1) Genesis 28: 


heaven. 
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(2) Ezekiel 43:27—44:4: the prophet’s vision of the Jerusalem temple, 
with the closed gate throu gh which none but the Prince may pass. 
(3) Proverbs 9:1+11: one of the great S 
Testament, beginning “Wisdom has 
(4) Exodus 3:1-8: Moses at the Burning Bush. 
(5) Proverbs 8:22-30: another Sophianic text, describing Wisdom’s 
in God’s eternal providence: “Ages ago I was set up, at the 
first, before the beginning of the earth.” 
In these passages from the Old Testament, then, we have a series of 
powerful images to ‘ndicate the role of the Theotokos in God’s unfolding 
plan of salvation. She is Jacob’s ladder, for by means of her God comes 


down and enters our world, assuming the flesh that she supplies. She 1s 
from her, yet she remains 


both Mother and Ever-Virgin; Christ 1s born 

still inviolate, the gate. of her virginity sealed. She provides the humanity 
or house which Christ the Wisdom of God (1Co 1:24) takes as His 
dwelling; alternatively, she is herself to be regarded as God's Wisdom. She 
is the Burning Bush, who contains within her womb the uncreated fire of 
the Godhead and yet is not consumed. From all eternity, “ages ago - - - 
before the beginning of the earth,” she was forechosen by God to be His 


Mother. 

Reading these passages in their original context within the Old Testa- 
ment, we might not at once appreciate that they foreshadow the Saviour’s 
Incarnation from the Virgin. But, by exploring the use made of the Old 
Testament in the Church lectionary, we can discover layer upon layer of 
meanings that are far from obvious at first sight. 

The same thing happens when we consider how Scripture is used on 
Holy Saturday. Here there are no less than fifteen Old Testament lessons. 
Regrettably in many of our parishes the majority of these are omitted, and 
so God’s people are starved of their proper biblical nourishment. This 
long sequence of readings sets before us the deeper significance of 
Christ’s “passing over” through death to resurrection. First among the 
lessons is the account of the creation (Gn 1:1-13): Christ’s resurrection 1s 
a new creation (2Co 5:17; Rev 21:5), the inauguration of a new age, the 
age to come. The third lesson describes the Jewish ritual of the Passover 
meal’ Christ crucified and risen is the new Passover, the Paschal Lamb 
who alone can take away the sin of the world (Co S37) n-P:29) 0 The 
fourth lesson is the Book of Jonah in its entirety: the prophet’s three days 
in the belly of the whale foreshadow Christ’s resurrection after three days 
in the tomb (Mt 12:40). The sixth lesson recounts the crossing of the 
Red Sea by the Israelites (Ex 13:20—15:19): Christ leads us from the 
bondage of Egypt (sin), through the Red Sea (baptism), into the prom- 
ised land (the Church), The final lesson is the story of the three Holy 
Children in the fiery furnace (Dan 3), once more a “type” or foreshowing 
of Christ’s rising from the tomb. | 








ophianic passages in the Old 
build her house.” 


place 
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How can we develop this ecclesial and liturgical way of reading, Scrip- 
wre in the Bible study circles within our parishes? One person can be 
given the task of noting whenever a particular passage is used for a festi- 
val or saint’s day, and the group can then discuss together the reasons 
why it has been so chosen, Others in the group may be assigned to do 
homework among the Fathers, relying above all upon the biblical homi- 
jes of St. John Chrysostom, which are available in English translation in 
the series Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, reissued by Eerdmans. Initially; 
we may be disappointed: the Fathers’ manner of thinking and speaking is 
often strikingly different from our own today. But there is gold in the 
Patristic texts, if only we have the persistence and imagination to 





discover 1t. 


analytical approach, breaking 


this, with Biblical critics in the West 


end as well as the scattered beginnings. 


| Within the context of the 
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Christ, the Heart of the Bible 

The third requirement in our reading of Scripture is that it should be 
Christ-centered. If we agree with the 1976 Moscow Conference that the 
“Scriptures constitute a coherent whole,” where are we to locate their 
wholeness and coherence? In the person of Christ. He is the unifying 
thread that runs through the entirety of the Bible, from the first sentence 
to the last. Jesus meets us on every page. It all ties up because of Him. 
“In Him all things hoid together” (Col 1:16). | 

Much study of Scripture by modern western scholars has adopted an 
up each book into what are seen as its origi- 
nal sources. The connecting links are unravelled, and the Bible is reduced 
to a series of isolated units. Recently there has been a reaction against 
devoting much greater attention to 
have come to be joined together. 
y certainly welcome. It is impor- 
as the diversity, the all-embracing 
Orthodoxy prefers for the most 
part a “synthetic” rather than an analytical style of hermeneutics, seeing 
the Bible as an integrated whole, with Christ everywhere as the bond of 
union. 

Such, as we have just seen, is precisely the effect of reading Scripture 
Church’s worship. As the lessons for the Annun- 
dation and Holy Saturday make clear, everywhere in the Old Testament | 
We find signposts and waymarks pointing to the mystery of Christ and His 
Mother Mary. Interpreting the Old Testament in the light of the New, 
and the New in the light of the Old—as the Church lectionary i ptm 
Ncourages us to do—we discover how the whole of Scripture finds its 


Point of convergence in the Saviour. 


Orthodoxy makes extensive use of this “typological” method of inter- 
Pretation, whereby “types” 


> of Christ, signs and symbols of His work, are 
t0 be detected throughout t 


the way in which these primary units 
This is something that we Orthodox ma 
tant to see the unity of Scripture as well 


he Old Testament, Melchizedek, for example, 








the priest-king of Salem who offered bread and wine to Abraham 
(Gn 14:18), is regarded as a “type” of Christ not only by the Fathers but 
equally in the New Testament itself (Heb 9:6; 7:1+19). The rock that 
flowed with water in the wilderness of Sinai (Ex 17:6; Nm 30:7-1 I) is 
likewise a symbol of Christ (1Co 10:4). Typology explains the choice of 
lessons, not only on Holy Saturday, but throughout the second half of 
Lent. Why are the Genesis readings in the sixth week dominated by the 
figure of Joseph? Why read from the Book of Job in Holy Week? Because 
Joseph and Job, who both suffered innocently, foreshadow the redemp- 
tive suffering of Christ on the Cross. | 

We can discover many other correspondences between the Old and 
New Testament by using a Biblical concordance. Often the best commen- 
tary of all is simply a concordance, or an edition of the Bible with 
well-chosen marginal cross-references. Only connect. It all ties up. In the 
words of Father Alexander Schmemann, “A Christian is the one who, 
wherever he looks, finds everywhere Christ, and rejoices 1n Him.” This 1s 
true in particular of the Biblical Christian. Wherever he looks, on every 
page, he finds everywhere Christ. : 
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The Bible as Personal i ; 
According to Saint Mark the Monk (“Mark the Ascetic, “ fifth /sixth | 
century), “He who is humble in his thoughts and engaged in spiritual 
work, when he reads the Holy Scriptures, will apply everything to himself 
and not to his neighbor.” We are.to look throughout Scripture fora per- 
sonal application. Our question is not simply, “What does it mean?” but 
“What does it mean for me?” As Saint Tikhon insists, “Christ Himself is 
speaking to you.” Scripture Is a direct, intimate dialogue between the Sav- 
iour and myself—Christ addressing me, and my heart responding. That 1s 
the fourth criterion in our Bible reading. | eae 
I am to see all the narratives in Scripture as part of my own personal 
story. The description of Adam's fall is equally an account of something ın 
my own experience. Who is Adam: His name means simply “man,” “hu- 
man”: it is I who am Adam. It is to me that God says, “Adam, Where are 
You?” (Gn 3:9). We often ask, “Where is God?” But the real question 1s 
the one that God puts to the Adam in each one of us: “Where are you?” 
Who is Cain, the murderer of his brother? It is myself. God’s Ji 
challenge, “Where is Abel your brother?” (Gn 4:9), is addressed to the 
Cain in each of us. The way to God lies through love for other people, 
and there is no other way, Disowning my sister or brother, I replace the 
image of God with the mark of Cain, and deny my essential humanity. 
The same personal application is evident in the Lenten services, and 
above all in the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete, “I am the man who 
fell among, thieves,” we say (Lk 10:30); “I was Your younger son, and 
wasted the wealth that You gave me... and now I am starved and hun- 
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gry” (Lk 15:11-14). “Who are the sheep, and who are the goats?” the 
Desert Fathers of Egypt used to ask (Mt 25:31-46). “The sheep are 
known to God,” they replied. “As for the goats—that means me.” 

There are three steps to be taken when reading Scripture. (1) First, we 
reflect that what we have'in Scripture is sacred history: the history of the 
world from the Creation, the history of God’s chosen people, the history 
of God Himself incarnate in Palestine, the history of the “mighty works” 
(Acts 2:11) after Pentecost. We are never to forget that what we find in 
the Bible is not an ideology; not a philosophical theory, but a historical 
faith. | 

(2) Next, we observe the particularity, the specificity, of this sacred 
history. In the Bible we find God intervening at specific times and in par- 
ticular places, entering into’ dialogue with individual humans. We see 
before us the distinctive calls issued by God to each different person, to 
Abraham, Moses and David! to Rebekah and Ruth, to Isaiah and the 
prophets. We see God becoming incarnate once only, in a particular cor- 
ner of the earth, at a particular moment and from a particular Mother. 
This particularity we are to regard not as a scandal but as a blessing. Di- 
vine love is universal in its scope; but always personal in its expression. 

This sense of thie specificity of the Bible is a vital element in the | 
Orthodox “Scriptural mind.” If you really love the Bible, you will love 
genealogies and details of dating and geography. One of the best ways to 
enliven your study of Scripture is to goon pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Walk where Christ walked. Go down near the Dead Sea, climb the moun- 
tain of the Temptation, scan the desolation, feel how Christ must have felt 
during His forty days alone in the wilderness. Drink from the well where 
| Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman. Take a boat out on the Sea of 
Galilee, have the sailors stop the engine, gaze in silence across the water. 
| 
| 
| 
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Go at night to the Garden of Gethsemane, sit in the dark under the 
ancient olives, and look across the valley to the lights of the city. Taste to 


the utmost the characteristic “isness” of the historical setting, and take 


that experience back with you to your daily Scripture reading. 

(3) Then we are to take a third step. After reliving Bible history in 
all its particularity, we are to apply it directly to ourselves. We are to say 
to ourselves, “These are not just distant places, events in the remote 
past. They belong to my own encounter with the Lord. The stories in- 


clude me.” 
Betrayal, for instance, i 
we not all betrayed others 


s part of the personal story of everyone. Have 
at some time in our life, and have we not all 
1own what it is to be betrayed? And does not the memory of these mo- 
ments leave deep, contin uing scars On our psyche? Reading, then, the 
account of Saint Peter’s betrayal of Jesus and of his restoration after the 
surrection, we can see ourselves as each an actor in the story. Imagining 
what both Peter and Christ experienced at the moment immediately after 
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the betrayal, we make their feelings our own, I am Peter; in the situation 
of betrayal, can I also be Christ? Reflecting likewise on the moment of 
reconciliation—seeing how the risen Saviour with a love utterly devoid of 
sentimentality restored the fallen Peter to fellowship, seeing how Peter on 
his side had the humility and courage to accept this restoration—we ask 
ourselves: How Christ-like am I to those who have betrayed me? And, 
after my own acts of betrayal, am I able to accept. the forgiveness of oth- 
ers, am I able to forgive myself? | 

Take, as another example, the “woman who was.a sinner,” who emp- 
tied the flask of ointment over Christ’s feet (Lk 7:36-50), and whom 
some identify with Saint Mary Magdalene, although that is not the usual 
Orthodox interpretation. Can I see her mirrored in myself? Do I share in 
her generosity, in her spontaneity and loving impulsiveness? “Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much.” Or am I calculating, 
mean, timid—holding myself back, never willing to commit myself fully to 
anything, either good or bad? As the Desert Fathers say, “Better someone 
who has sinned, if he knows he has sinned and repents, than a person 
who has not sinned and thinks of himself as righteous.” 

A personal approach of this kind means that in reading the Bible we 
are not simply detached and objective observers, absorbing information, 
taking note of facts. The Bible is not merely a work of literature or a col- 
lection of historical documents, although certainly it can be approached 
on that level. It is, much more fundamentally, a sacred book, addressed to 
believers, to be read with faith and love. We shall not profit fully from 
reading the Gospels unless we are in love with Christ. “Heart speaks to 
heart”: I enter into the living truth of Scripture only when my heart 
responds with love to the heart of God. 

Reading Scripture in this way—in obedience, as a member of the 
Church, finding Christ everywhere, seeing everything as part of my own 
personal story—we shall sense something of the power and healing to be 
found in the Bible. Yet always in our biblical voyage of exploration we are 
only at the very beginning. We are like someone launching out in a tiny 
boat across a limitless ocean. But, however great the journey, we can em- 
bark on it today, at this very hour, in this very moment. 

At the high point of his spiritual crisis, wrestling with himself alone in 
the garden, Saint Augustine heard a child’s voice crying out, “Take up 
and read, take up and read.” He took up his bible and read; and what he 
read altered his entire life. Let us do the same: Take up and read. 











“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my paths” 
(Ps 118:105), 
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) Please note: This lectionary is intended strictly as a rough guide for personal reading for those 
) who wish to follow the church calendar through the year. It is not intended for liturgical use. 
' Because the Paschal cycle occurs at a different time each year while other feasts are fixed on a 
certain calendar date, there is considerable overlap between the two cycles which affects what 

A scriptures are actually read on any given day of a particular year. Variations also occur 
hetween jurisdi ctions of the Church, and decisions are sometimes made at the parish level concern- 
ing which saints’ days to celebrate with the accompanying readings. For an accurate lectionary for 
a particular year, consult one of the many Orthodox calendars available that list scripture readings 
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for each day, or consult your parish priest for the readings used in your parish. For another plan for 
reading through the complete Bible, go to www. thomasnelson.com/orthodoxreadingplan. — 


Dates, where applicable, are listed according to the New, or Gregorian, Calendar, with the 


| Old, or Julian, Calendar date following. 


The church year officially begins on September 1 


more conventent to begin with the Paschal cycle. 


/14, but for the purposes of this lectionary it is 


TRIODION AND GREAT LENT Satu rday 
The Triodion refers to the weeks leading up to Great l Corinthians 10:23-28; Luke 21:8, 9, 
Lent, The beginning of the Triodion falls on a different 25-27, 33-36 


date cach year. 


Fourth Week Before Lent 


Commemoration of the Departed 
1l Thessalonians 4:13-17; John 5:24-30 


Second Sunday Before Lent: Sunday of the Last 
Judgment (Meatfare Sunday): | 


Monday Ea 
Tuesday Cheesefare Week 
l Peter 3:10-22; Mark 12:18-27 Monday | (1 
Wednesday 3 John 1:1-14; Luke 19:29—40; 22:7-39 
l Peter 4:1-11; Mark 12:28-37 Tuesday | 
Thursday Jude 1:1-10; Luke 22:39-42, 45—23:] 
l Peter 4:12—5:5; Mark 12/38-44 Wednesday | 
| Friday Joel 2:12-26; Joel 4:12-21 
2 Peter 1:1-10; Mark 13:1-8 : Thursday 
Saturday Jude 1:11-25; Luke 23:2-34, 44-56 
T: | Friday 
2 Timothy 2:11-19; Luke 18:2-8 be W l 
Fourth Sunday Before Lent: Sunday of the Publican eee 8:7-14; Zechariah 8:19-23 
and Pharisee an l ý 
Ai omans 14:19-23; 16:25-27; Matthew 
2 Timothy 3:10-15; Luke 18:10-14 6:1-13 


Third Week Before Lent 





Sunday Before Lent: Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare 


Monday l Sunday) 
7 k Peter 1:20—2:9; Mark 13:9-13 Romans 13:11—14:4; Matthew 6:14-21 
UES dy 

Wednesday First Week of Great Lent 
2 Peter 3:1418; Mark 13:24-31 Monday 

Thursday | Isaiah 1:1-20; Genesis 1:1-13; Proverbs 
1 John 1:8—2:6, Mark 13:31—14:2 1:1-20, 

Friday Tuesday | ha 
l John 2:7-17; Mark 14:3-9 Isaiah 1:19—2:3; Genesis 1:14-23; Proverbs 

Saturday 1:20-33 
2 Timothy 3;1-9; Luke 20:45—21:4 Wednesday | 

Third Sunday Before Lent: Sunday of the Prodigal Son Isaiah 2:3-11; Genesis 1:24—2:3; Proverbs 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Luke 15:11-32 | ids | 
Meare. w Thursday 
aN Isaiah 2:11-22; Genesis 2:4-19; Proverbs 

‘1 John 2:18—3:10; Mark 11;1-11 n DAS 

iad bn 3-11-90) Mark 14:10-42 Isaiah 3:1-14; Genesis 2;20—3:20; Proverbs 

John 5:11-40; Nhs : ‘19-34 
Wednesday 43—15:1 SN 
Th Bahn 3:2]—4:6; Mark 14:49—19:, Hebrews 1:1-12; Mark 2:25—3:5 
hursday | | a ir Pe ear’ rae 
40—8:21, Mark 15;1-15 First Sunday of Great Lent; Sunday of Orthodoxy 
Friday Jobnlg: arn B aii Ma Hebrews 11:24-26, 32—12:2; John 1:43-51 


2 John 1:1-13; Mark 15;22-25, 33-41 
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Second Weck of Great Lent 
Monday l 
Isaiah 4:2-6, 5:1=7; Genesis 3:21—4:7; 
Proverbs 3;34—4:22 
Tuesday. 


> 


Isaiah 5: 7-16; Genesis 4:8- 15; Proverbs ~ 


S ]5 eh 
Wednesday Att 
Isaiah 5:16-26; Genesis: 16-26; Proverbs 
5:15—6:3 
Thursday 
Isaiah 6:1-12: Genesis 5:1-24; Proverbs 
6:3-20 
Friday 
Isaiah 7. i— 14: Genesis §:32—6:8: N 
6:20—7:1 
Saturday 
Hebrews 3:12- ló; Mark 1:35-44 
Second Sunday of Great Lent: Commemoration of 
St. Gregory Palamas 
Hebrews 1:10—2:3; Mark 2:1-12 


Third Week of Great Lent 
Monday 
Isaiah 8:13—9:7; Genesis 6:9-22; Proverbs 
8:1-21 
Tuesday 


Isaiah 9:9—10: 4 Genesis 7:1—5: Proverbs 


8:32—9:]1 
Vednesday 
Isaiah 10:12-20: Genesis 7:6—9; ‘Proverbs 
9-12-18 
Thursday 
Isaiah 1 1:)0—1]2:2:' Genesis. 7:11—-8:3; 
Proverbs 10:1-22 
Friday 
Isaiah 13:2-13; Genesis 8:4-2 1: Proverbs 
10:31—11:12 | 
Saturday 
Hebrews 10:32-38: Mark -2:14—-17 


Third Sunday of Great Lent: Adoration of the Holy 
Cross 
Hebrews 4:14—5:6; Mark 8:34—9:1 
Fourth Week of Great Lent © 
Monday 


Isaiah 14:24-32; Genesis 8:21—9:7; Proverbs 


11:19—12:6 

Tuesday 
Isaiah 25:1-9; Genesis'9:8-17; Proverbs 
12:8-22 

Wednesday 
Isaiah 26:21—27:9; Genesis 9; 18—10; l: 
Proverbs 12; 23—13 A 

Thursday ES UAA 
Isaiah 28:14-22; Genesis 10: 32—11; 9: 
Proverbs 13: 20—14: 6 

Friday 
Isaiah 29:13-23; Genesis 12;1-—7; Proverbs 
14:15-26 | | 

Saturday | 
Hebrews 6: 0-1 2; Mark 7:31-37 


Fourth Sunday of Great Lent; Commemoration of Saint 
John of the Ladder 
Hebrews 6:13-20; Mark 9:17-31, 


Fifth Week of Great Lent l ol 
Monday 
Isaiah 37:33— 38:6; Genesis 13;12-18; 
Proverbs 14:27—1 ¥ 4 


asda} 
Isaiah 40:18-31: Genesis 15:1-15; Proverbs 
15:7-19 

Wednesday 
Isaiah 41:4-14; Genesis 17:1-9; Proverbs 
15:20—16:9 3 

Thursday 
Isaiah 42:5-16: Genesis 18:20-33; Proverbs 
16:17—17:17 

Friday 
Isaiah 45:11-17; Genesis 22: E 18; Proverbs 
“"17:17—18:5 

cai 
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 8: 27-31. 


> Fifth Sunday of Great Lent: Commemoration of Saint 


Mary of Egypt 
Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 10: oo 
Sixth Week of Great Lent 
Monday 
Isaiah 48:17—49:4; Genesis. 27:1—41; 
Proverbs 19: 16-25 
Tuesday 
Isaiah 49:6-10; Genesis 31: 3-16; Proverbs 
21:3-21 
Wednesday 
Isaiah 58:1-11; Genesis 43:26-31; 45:1-16; 
Proverbs 21:23—22:4 
Thursday 


Isaiah 65:8- 16; Genesis 46:1 Gp Proverbs 





23°15—24:5.- 
Friday 
Isaiah 66:10-24; Genesis 49: 33—50: 26; 
Proverbs 31:8-31 
Lazarus Saturday 
Hebrews 12:28—13: 8: John Vie 1-45 


The Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem: Palm Sunday 
Philippians 4:4-9; John 12:1-18 


HOLY WEEK 
Holy Monday 
Matthew 24;3-35 | 
Holy Tuesday 
Matthew 24:36—26:2 
Holy Wednesday 
Matthew 26:6-16 
Holy Thursday 
l Corinthians 11:23-32; Matthew 26:1-20; 
John 13:3-17; Matthew 26:21-39; Luke 
22:43-45; Matthew 26:40—27:2 
Holy Friday 
VESPERS: (1) Exodus 33: 11-23; (2) Job 
42:12-16; (3) Isaiah 52:13—54:1; 
l Corinthians 1:18—2:2; Matthew 27:1-38; 
_ Luke 23:39-43; Matthew 27:39-54; John 
19:31-37; Matthew 27:55-61 - 
“Holy Saturday ` 
VESPERS: (1) Genesis 1:1-13; A Isaiah 
60:1-16; (3) Exodus 12:1-11; (4) The Book 
of Jonah; (5) Joshua 5:10-15; (6) Exodus 
13:20—15:19; (7) Zephaniah 3:8-15; (8) 
l Kings 17:8-24; (9) Isaiah 61:10—62:5; (10) 
Genesis 22:1-18; (11) Isaiah 61:1-9; (12) 
2 Kings 4:8-37; (13) Isaiah 63:1 1—64:5; (14) 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; (15) Daniel 3:1-23 ‘and 
the Song of the Holy Children (Apocrypha). 


LITURGY: Romans 6: 3-1 l; Matthew 
28:1-20 





ASC H A 
The Resurrection of Christ (Easter) 
Acts 1:1-8; John L;1-17 
Bright W eck 
Bright Monday 
Acts 1;12—17; 21- 26: John |: 18- 285 
Bright Tuesday 
Acts 2:14-21; Luke 24: 12-35 
Bright Wednesday 
Acts 2:22- 36; John 1: 35-5] 
Bight Thursday 
Acts 2:3843; John 3:1-15 
Bright Friday 
Acts 3:1-8; John 2:12-22 
Bright Saturday 
Acts 3:11=16; John 3:22.33 
Second Sunday of Pascha: Thomas Sunday- 
Acts 5:12-20; John 20:19-31° 
Second Week of Pascha 


Monday 

Acts 3:19-26: John 2141 
Tuesday 

Acts 4:1—10: John 3:16—21] | 
Wednesday 

Acts 4:13-22: John 5:17-24 
Thursday 

Acts 4:23-31; John 5:24 30 
Fnday 

Acts 5:1-11; John 5:30—6:2 
Saturday 


Acts 5:21—33; John 6:14-27 
Third Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Myrrhbearing 
Women; Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 


Acts 6:1-7: Mark 15/43—16:8 
Third Week of Pascha au 

Monday | 

Acts 6:8—7-:5, 47-60: John 4: 46- 54 
Tuesday 

Acts 8:5-17; John 6:27-33 
Wednesday 

Acts 8:18-25; John 6:35- 39 
Thursday 

Acts 8:26-39; foun 6: 40-44 
Friday 

Acts 8:40—9:19; John 6:48-54 
Saturday 


Acts 9:19-31; - John 15:17—16:2 


Fourth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Paralytic 
Acts 9:32—42; John 5:1-15 


Fourth Week of Pascha 


Monday 
MAINE 16. Joha 6:56 GO 
Tuesday 
Acts 10:21-33; John 7;:1-13 
Wednesday 
Acts 14:6-18; John 7:14-30 
Thursday 
Acts 10:34-43; John 8: 12-20 
Friday 
Acts 10:44—11:10; John 8: 21-30 
Saturday M 


Acts 12:1-11; John 8:31-42, 
Fifth Sunday of Pascha; Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
Acts ] 1:19=26, 29-30; onn 4: aa 
fth Week of Pascha i HUMEK 
Monday 
Acts 12:12-17; John &: 42- 5] 
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Ae 

Acts 12:25 13:12; John 8; 51-59 
Wednesday 

Acts 13:13-24; John 6:5-14 
Thursday 

Acts 14:20-27; John 9:39—10: 7 
Friday 

Acts 15:5-34; Johri 10:17-28 
Saturday 


Acts 15;35-41; John 10: 27-38 


Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man, 


Acts 16:16-34; John 9:1-38 


Sixth Weck of Pascha 


Monday 
! Acts 17:1-15; John 11:47-57 

Tuesday if) 

“Acts 17:19-28; John 12:19- 36 
Wednesday 

- Acts 18:22-28: John 12:36-47 © 
Thursday: The Ascension of Our Lord’ 

Acts 1:]-12; Luke 24:36-53 

Friday h! 

Acts 19:1-8; John 14:14 10 10 
Saturday Ei 

‘Acts 20:7-12; Jahn 14:10-21- 
Seventh Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the: Fathers of the- 
First Ecumenical Council 
Acts! 20:16-18, 28-36; John 17:1-13 

Sev enth Week of pesma 

"Monday ` | 
Acts 21:8-14: „john l4: 27—15; 7 
Tuesday 

Acts 21: 26-32; John 16:2- g 
Wednesday © ae 
Acts 23:1-11; John 16: 15-23. T 
Thursday it 

Acts 25: 13-19; John l6: 23-33 — 
Friday 
Acts 27:1-44; Jonn 17: 18-26 3 
Saturday 

Acts 28:1-31; John 21:15-25 


PENTECOST (Seventh Sunday after Pascha) 
Descent of the Holy aa on the pecs innit 
Sunday) - 
Acts 2:1—11; John 7:37- 32; 8: 2 | 
First Week after Pentecost’ 
Monday; Day of the Holy Spirit 
‘Ephesians 5:9-19; Matthew 18: 10-20 _ 
Tuesday 
Romans 1:1-7, 13-17; Matthew 4: 25—S: 13 
Wednesday _ 
Romans |: 18-27: ‘Matthew 5: 20-26 
Thursday 
Romans 1:28—2:9: Mathew 5: ae 32 
Friday 
Romans 2:14-29; Matthew 5 
Saturday | v ainn ' 
Romans 1: 7-12: Marien 5: 42-48 - 


First Sunday after Pentecost: Sunday of All Sdints 
Hebrews 11; 33—12:2; Matthew Lo: 32-33: 37-38; 
19:27-30 0 pM 

Second Week after Pentecost 

f Monday 

— Romans 2:28—3:18; Matthew 6:31-34; 
7:9-11 

Tuesday ' 

Romans 4: 4-12: 


533-41. 


hy 


+ Matthew 7:1 5-2 1 





Eleventh Week after Pentecost 
Monday 

2 Corinthians 2:4-15; Matthew 23:13-22 
Tuesday 

2 Corinthians 2:14—3:3; Matthew 23:23-28 
Wednesday | 

2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Matthew 23:29-39 
Thursday 

2 Corinthians 4:1—6; Matthew 24:13-28 
Friday 

2 Corinthians 4:13-18; Matthew 24:27-33 

42-5] i 
Saturday 

l Corinthians 1:3-9; Matthew 19:3-12 


Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 


l Corinthians 9:2-12; Matthew 18:23-35 


Twelfth Weck after Pentecost 


Monday 

2 Corinthians 5:10-15;:Mark 1:9-15 
Tuesday 

2 Connthians 5:15-21; Mark :1:16—22 
Wednesday i | 

2 Connthians 6:11—16; Mark 1:23-28 
Thursday 

2 Corinthians 7:1-10; Mark 1:29-35 . 
Friday | 

2 Corinthians 7:10-16; Mark 2:18-22 
Saturday 

l Corinthians 1:26-29; Matthew 20:29-34 


Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 


l Corinthians 15:1-11; Matthew 19:16—26 


Thirteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

2 Corinthians 8:7-—15; Mark 3:6-12 
Tuesday 

2 Corinthians 8:16—9:5; Mark 3:13-19 
Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 9:12—10:7; Mark 3:20-27 
Thursday 

2 Corinthians 10:7-18; Mark 3:28-35 
Friday 

2 Corinthians 11;5-12; Mark 4:1-9 
Saturday 

l Corinthians 2:6-9; Matthew 22:15-22 


Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


1 Corinthians 16:13-24; Matthew 21:33-42 


Fourteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday | 
2 Corinthians 12:10-19; Mark 4:10-23 
Tuesday | 
2 Corinthians 12:20—1 3:2; Mark 4:24-34 
Wednesday 


2 Corinthians 13:3-13; Mark 4:35-41 
Thursday 


Friday oF 
Galatians 2:6-10; Mark 5:22-24, 35—6:1 
Saturday i | 
: l Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 23:1-12 
urteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ay after Pentecos | 
2 Corinthians 1:21—2:4; Matthew 22:1-14 


Fif i 
teenth Week after Pentecost 


onday met 
Galatians 2:11-16; Mark 5:24-84 
Tuesday 
Galatians 2:21—3:7; Mark 6:1-7 
ednesday 
Galatians 3:15-22; Mark 6:7-13 





Galatians 1:1-10, 20-24—2:5; Mark 5:1-20 


LECTIONARY 
Thursday 
Galatians 3:23—4:5; Mark 6:30-45 
Friday 
Galatians 4:8-21; Mark 6:45-53 
Saturday 
l Corinthians 4:17—5:5; Matthew 24:1-13 


Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 4:6-15; Matthew 22:35-46 


Sixteenth Weck after Pentecost 


Monday 

Galatians 4:28—5:10; Mark 6:54—7:8 
Tuesday 

Galatians 5:11-21; Mark 7:5-16 
Wednesday di 

Galatians 6:2-10; Mark 7:14-24 
Thursday ? 

Ephesians 1:1-9; Mark 7:24-30 
Friday | 

Ephesians 1:7-17; Mark 8:1-10 © 
Saturday | 

l Corinthians 10:23-28; Matthew 24:3444 


Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Connthians 6:1-10; Matthew 25:14-30 


Seventeenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Ephesians 1:22—2:3; Mark 10:46-52 
Tuesday 

Ephesians 2:19—3:7; Mark 11:11-23 
Wednesday - 

Ephesians 3:8-21; Mark 11:23-26 


Thursday 
Ephesians 4:14-19; Mark 11:27-3 
Friday 
Ephesians 4:17-25; Mark 12:1-12 
Saturday 


1 Corinthians 14:20-25; Matthew 25:1-13 


Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 6:16—7:1: Matthew 15:21-28 


Eighteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday . i 

Ephesians 4:25-32; Luke 3:19-22 
Tuesday , e) 

Ephesians 5:20-26; Luke 3:23—4:1 
Wednesday 
Ephesians 5:25-33; Luke 4:1-15 
Thursday | 

Ephesians 5:33—6:9; Luke 4:16—22 : 
Friday 
Ephesians 6:18-24; Luke 4:22-30 
Saturday 

l Corinthians 15:39-45; Luke 4:31-36 


Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Luke 5:1-11 


Nineteenth Week after Pentecost — 


Monday 
Philippians 1:1-7; Luke 4:37-44 
Tuesday | 
Philippians 1:8-14; Luke 5:12-16 
Wednesday at 
Philippians 1:12-20; Luke 5:33-39 
Thursday 
Philippians 1:20-27; Luke 6:12-19 
Friday 
Philippians 1:27—2:4; Luke 6:17-23 
Saturday 
1 Corinthians 15:58—16:3; Luke 5:17-26 


Nineteenth Sunday alter Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 11;31—12:9; Luke 6:31-36 






sent Weck after Pentecont 
Monday 
2 Corinthians 2:4-15; Matthew 23:13-22 
Tuesday 
2 Corinthians 2:14—3:3; Matthew 23:23-28 
Wednesday 
2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Matthew 23:29-39 
Thursday 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6: Matthew 24:13-28 
Friday 
2 Corinthians 4:13-18; Matthew 24:27-33, 
42-51 
Saturday 
1 Connthians 1:3-9; Matthew 19:3-12. 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
l Corinthians 9:2-12; Matthew 18:23-35 
Twelfth Week after Pentecost | 


Monday 

2 Corinthians 5:10—-15; Mark 1:9-15 
Tuesday 

2 Corinthians 5:15-21; Mark '1:16—22 
Wednesday 

2 Connthians 6:11—16; Mark 1:23-28 
Thursday 

2 Connthians 7:1-10: Mark 1:29- Bo 
Friday 

2 Connthians 7:10-16: Mark 2:18-22 
Saturday 


l Corinthians |: 36-29: Matthew 20:29-34 


Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
l Corinthians 15:1-11; Matthew 19:16—26 


Thirteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

2 Connthians 8:7-15; Mark 3:6-12 
Tuesday 

2 Corinthians 8: l6—9: 5; Mark 3:13-19 
Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 9:12—10:7;| Mark 3:20-27 
Thursday 

2 Corinthians 10:7-18; Mark 3:28-35 
Friday 

2 Corinthians 11:5-12; Mark 4:1-9 
Saturday 


L Corinthians 2:6-9; Matthew 22;15-22 


Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
l Corinthians 16:13-24; Matthew 21:33—42 


Fourteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

2 Corinthians 12:10-19; Mark 4: (os 
Tuesday 

2 Corinthians 12:20—1 3:2; Mark 4: aes at 
Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 13:3-13; Mark 4: 35-41 
Thursday 

Galatians 1:]—10, 20-24—2: 5 Mark 5:1-20 
Friday 

Galatians 2:6-10; Mark 5; 22-24, 35—6: l 
Saturday 


L Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 23:1- 12 


Fourteenth Sunday after P t 

y after Pentecos 
2 Corinthians 1:21—2:4; Matthew 22:1-14 
F 


‘ifteenth Week after Pentecost 





Monday 

Galatians 2:11-16; Mark 5: 4-34 
Tuesday 

Galatians 2:21—3:7; Mark 6: ‘1-7 
Wednesday 


Galatians 3:15-22; Mark 6:7-13 
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Thursday 
Galatians 3:23—4:5; Mark 6:30-45 
Friday 
Galatians 4:8-21; Mark 6:45-53 
Saturday 
L Corinthians 4:17—5:5; Matthew 24:1-13 


Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 4:6-15; Matthew 22:35—46 


Sixteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Galatians 4:28—5:10; Mark 6:54—7:8 
Tuesday 

Galatians 5: 11-21; Mark 7:5-16 
Wednesday 

Galatians 6:2- 10: Mark 7:14-24 
Thursday 

Ephesians 1:1-9; Mark 7: 24-30 
Friday 

Ephesians 1:7-17; Mark 8:1-10 
Saturday 


l Corinthians 10:23-28; Matthew 24:3444 


Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Matthew 25:14-30 


Seventeenth Week after Pentecost’ 


Monday 

Ephesians 1:22—2:3; Mark 10:46-52 
Tuesday 

Ephesians 2:19—3:7; Mark 11: 11-23 
Wednesday 

Ephesians 3:8-21; Mark 11: 23-26 
Thursday l 

Ephesians 4:14-19; Mark 11:27-33 
Friday 

Ephesians 4:17-25; Mark 12:1-12 
Saturday 


l Corinthians 14: 20-25: Matthew 25:1-13 


Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 


2 Corinthians 6:16—7:1; Matthew 15:21-28 
Eighteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Ephesians 4:25-32; Luke 3:19-22 
Tuesday | 

Ephesians 5: 20-26: Luke 3:23—4:1 
Wednesday 

Ephesians 5:25-33; Luke 4:1- 15 
Thursday 

Ephesians 5:33—6:9; Luke 4: 16-22 
Friday 

Ephesians 6:18-24; Take 4:22-30 
Saturday 


1 Corinthians 15: 39-45: Luke 4:31-36 


Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Luke 5:1-11 


Nineteenth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Philippians 1:1-7; Luke 4: 37-44 
Tuesday 

Philippians l ‘8-14; Luke 5:12-16 
Wednesday 

Philippians 1:12-20; Luke 5:33-39 
Thursday 

Philippians 1 Aar, Luke 6:12-19 
Friday 

Philippians 1: 72 “4; Luke 6:17-23 
Saturday 


l Corinthians 15:58—16:3; Luke 5:17-26 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Corinthians 11:31—12:9; Luke 6:31-36 
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Twentieth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Philippians 2:12-16; Tike é Ó: 24-30 | 
Tuesday 

Philippians 2:17-23; 3; Luke 6 37-45 
Wednesday 

Philippians 2: 28-30 Luke 6: ani l 
Thursday 

Philippians 3: 1-8: Luke 7: 17-30 
Friday 

Philippians 3:8-19; Luke 7: 3l- 35. 
Saturday 


2 Corinthians 1:8-11; Luke 5:27-32 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost ne 

Galatians 1:11-19; Luke 7:11-16 
Twenty-First Week after pontecOat 


Monday 

Philippians 4:10- 23; Luke 7:36-50: 
Tuesday 

Colossians 1: 1, 2, 7-11; Luke 8:143 
Wednesday 

Colossians 1:18—23: Luke 8:22-25 
Thursday 

Colossians 1:24—29; Luke 9:7-11 
Friday 

Colossians 2:1-7: Luke 9:]2-18 
Saturday 


2 Corinthians 3:12-18; Luke 6:1-10 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Galatians 2 :16—20; Luke 8:5-15 


Twenty—Second Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Colossians 2:13- 20: Luke 9. 18- 22 
Tuesday 

Colossians 2:20—3:3; Luke 9:23-27 
Wednesday 

Colossians 3:17—4:1; Luke 9:44-50 
Thursday 

Colossians 4:2-9: Luke 9. 49- 56 
Friday 

Colossians 4:10-18; Luke 10:1-15 
Saturday 


2 Corinthians 5:1-10; Luke 7:1-10 


Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Galatians 6:11-18; Luke 16:19-31 


Twenty—Third Week ater Pentecost 


Monday 

] loa L: l-5; Luke 10: 22-24 
Tuesday 

l Themalonians ] :6-10; laike L1: 1-10 
Wednesday 

1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8: Luke 11] ‘9-13 
Thursday 

l Thessalonians 2:9- 14: Luke LL: 14-23 
Friday 

1 Thessalonians. 2:14-19; Luke, LI 23-26 
Saturday 


2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Luke 8; 16-21 


Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost h 
Ephesians 2:4-10; Luke 8:26-39, 


Twenty-Fourth Week after Pentecost 

Monday 

| Thessalonians 2:20—3: 8; wat LL: 29-33 
Tuesday 

l Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 1]; 34-41 
Wednesday | 

l AHE ET 4:1n12; Luke 11:4246, 
Thursday 

l Theséalonians 5:1-8; Luke 11:47—12:1 


Friday (i 
1 Thessalonians 5:9-13, 24-28; Luke 
12:2=12 ji 
Saturday 


- 2 Corinthians 11:1—6; Luke 9:1-6 
Twenty—Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ephesians 2:4-22; Luke 8:41-56 
Twenty-Fifth Weck after Pentecost 


Monday 
2 Thessalonians, ];1- 10; Luke 12:13-15, 
22-31 
Tuesday 
eee Thessalonians 1;10—2:2; Luke 12:42-48 
Wednesday 
Tote Thessalonians 2:1- 12; Luke 12 48-59 
Thursday 
2 Thessalonians 2:13—3-5-; Luke 13: 1-9 Ts 
Friday 
2‘ Thessalonians ‘3: 6-18; Luke 13:31- =35 Tt 
Saturday | 


_ Galatians 1:3-10: Luke 9: 37-43 


Tween Fa Sunday after Pentecost | 
Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 10: 25:37“ 


Twenty-Sixth Week after Pentecost _ 


Monday 
sal Timothy 1:1-7; Luke 14:12-15 
Tuesday 
l Timothy 1: ‘8-14; Luke l4: 25-35 
Wednesday ` 
1 Timothy 1: 18-20, 2:8- TS; ‘Luke 15:1-10 | 
Thursday 
| Timothy 3:1=13; bake 16:1-9" | 
Friday Th 
1 Timothy. 4:4-8, 16; Luke:l6: 15-18, 
17:1-4 
Saturday 


Galatians 3: 8-12: Luke 9:57-62, 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ephesians 5:9-19; Luke 12:16-21 
Twenty—Seventh Week after Pentecost. 
Monday 
l Timothy 5:1-10; Luke 17: 20-25 
Tuesday | 
1 ‘Timothy 5: 11-21; Luke 17: 26-37, 
Wednesday | 
1 Timothy 5: 23! 6) 11; Luke 18:15-1 7, 
26-30 
Thursday 
l Timothy 6:17-21; Luke 18:31-34 Thi 
Friday 
2 Timothy 1:1)2, 8-18: Luke 13: 12-28 
Saturday 
Galatians 5:22—6:2: Luke 10: 19-21 
Twenty—Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
| Ephesians 6:10-17: Luke 13:10-17 
Twenty—Eighth Week after Pentecost 
~ Monday 
eto? Timothy 2:20-26; Luke 19:37-44 — 
Tuesday 
2 Timothy 3:16—4:4; Luke 19:45—48 
Wednesday | 
2 Timothy 4:9-22; Luke 20: 1-8. 
Thursday 
Titus 1:5—2:1; Luke 20:9-18 
Friday Mir 
Titus 1:15—2)10; Luke 20: 19-26 
Saturday 


Ephesians 1:16-23; Luke 12: 32-40 
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Avent) UBIghth Sunday alter Pentkibet | 
Colossians 1:12-18; Luke 18: 35-43 
pwenty-Ninth Week after Pentecost 
Monday 
Hebrews 3:5-11; Luke 20:27-44 
Tuesday 
Hebrews 4:1-13; Luke 21:12-19 


Wednesday 


Hebrews 5: 11—6:8; Luke 21:5-7; 10-11, 


20-24 
Thursday 
| Hebrews 7:]1—6; Luke 21:28-33 
3 Fnday 
| Hebrews 7:18-25; Luke 21:37—22:8 


| Saturday 
Ephesians 2:11-13; Luke 13: 18-29 


Twenty-Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
| Colossians 3:12-16; Luke 17:12-19 


Thirtieth Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Hebrews 8:7-13; Mark 8:11-21 
Tuesday 

Hebrews 9:8-10, 15-23; Mark 8:22-26 
Wednesday 

Hebrews 10:1-18; Mark 8:30-34 
Thursday 

Hebrews 10:3 11:7; Mark 9:10-16 
Fnday 

Hebrews 11:8, 11—l6; Mark. 9:33-41 "| 
Saturday 


Ephesians 5:1—8; Luke 14:1-11 
| Thirneth Sunday after Pentecost 
| Colossians 3:12-16; Luke 18:18-27 
| Thirty—First Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

Hebrews 11:17, 27-31;,Mark 9:42—10:1 
Tuesday. : 

Hebrews 12:25, 26, 13:22-25; Mark 

| 10:2-12 

Wednesday 

James 1:1—18; Mark 10:1 1-16 
Thursday 

James 1:19-27; Mark 10: 17-27 
Friday 

James 2:1-13; Mark 10:23- -32 
Saturday 


Colossians 1:3-6; Luke 16: 10-15 


Thirty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
l Timothy 1:15-17; Luke 18: 35-43 


Thir ty-Second Week after Pentecost 


Monday 

James 2:14-26; Mark 10: ‘46-52. 
Tuesday 

James 3:1-10; Mark 11:11-23 
Wednesday | 

James 3:11—4:6; Mark 11:23-26 1 
Thursday | 

James 4:7—5:9; Mark 11:27-33 
Friday 


Saturday 
| Thessalonians 5:14-23; Luke 17:3-10 
Thitty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

| Timothy 4:9-1 5: Luke 19:1-10 





l Peter 1:1,2, 10-12, 2:6-10; Mark 12:1-12 


NOTE: In years aie there are fewer than 
thirty-two weeks after Pentecost and before the Triodion, 
some readings are omitted. In years when there are more 
than thirty-two weeks between Pentecost and the Triodion, 
some readings may be repeated. Refer to the yearly calen- 
dar for your diocese for details. 


MAJOR FIXED FEASTS i 
The readings for these feasts iupiri atio of the 
Pentecost cycle. 


The Meeting of Our Lord Jesus Christ (February, 2/15) 
Hebrews 7:7-17; Luke 2:22-40 

The Annunciation to the Theotokos (March 25/April 7) 
Hebrews 2:11-18; Luke 1:24-38 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

(August 6/19) 
2 Peter 1:10-19; Matthew 17:1-9 

The Dormition of the Theotokos (August 15/28) 
Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27, 
28 


The Nativity of the Theotokos (September 8/21) i 
Philippiañsi2:5-11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27, 
28 


The Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross 
(September 14/27) 
~*~] Corinthians 1:18-24; John 19:6-11, 
13-20, 25-28, 30-35 
The Entry,of the Theotokos. into the, Temple November 
21 December 4) 
Hebrews 9:1—7; take LO: 38-42; LATE 27. 28 


NATIVITY CYCLE 

The Nativity cycle begins two Sundays before Decent: 
ber 25/January 7. The number of weeks after Pentecost 
and before Nativity varies from. year to year, The Nativity 
and Theophany readings supersede those of the Pentecost 
cycle, which picks up again following the Sunday after 
Theophany and runs until the week before the beginning of 
the Triodion. (In years when Pascha is early, there may be 
little or no lapse of time between the rwo.) í 


Sunday of the Holy Ancestors of C hrist (Two Sundays 
before Nativity) ` 
Colossians 3:4-11; Luke l4: 16-24 


Saturday before Nativity 
Galatians 3:8-12; Luke 13; 18-29 

Sunday before Nativity: Sunday of the Holy Fathers 
‘Hebrews 11:9-10, 117-23, 32-40; Matthew l: 1-25 

Eve of the Nativity of Christ (December 24/January 6) 
VESPERS: (1) Genesis 1;1-13; (2) Numbers 24:2 

| 3: 5-9)'17, 18; (3) Micah 4:6, 7 5 :2-4; (4) Ishiah 

}1:1-10; (5) Baruch 3:36—4:4; (6) Daniel 
2:31-36: 44, 45; (7) Isaiah 9: 6-7; (8) Isaiah 
7-10-16; 8:14, 8-10; LITURGY; Hebrews 
1:1-12: Luke 2:1-20 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ (December 25/ 


January 7) 
Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:1-12 


Saturday alter Nativity 
1 Timothy 6:11-16; Matthew 12:15-21 


Sunday after the Nativity 
Galatians 1:11-19; Matthew 2:13-23 





LECTIONARY 

THEOPHANY CYCLE 

Saturday before Theophany 
| Timothy 3:14—4:5; Matthew 3:1-11 

Sunday before Theophany 
2 Timothy 4:5-8; Mark 1:1-8 

Eve of the Theophany (January 5/ 18) 
VESPERS: (1) Genesis 1:1-13; (2) Exodus 
14:15-18, 21-23. 27-29; (3) Exodus 15:22-27: 
16:1; (4) Joshua S78 15=17; (5) 2 Kings 
2:6-14; (6) 2 Kings 5:9-14; (7) Isaiah 1; 16-20; 
(8) Genesis 32:1-10; (9) Exodus 2:5-10; (10) 
Judges 6:36-40; (11) 1 Kings 18:30-39; (12) 
2 Kings 2:19-22; (13) Isaiah 49:8-15. LITURGY: 
l Corinthians 9-1 9-27; Luke 3:1-18. BLESSING 
OF WATER: (1) Isaiah 35:1-10; (2) Isaiah 
55:1-13; (3) Isaiah 12:3-6; 1 Corinthians 10:1—4; 
Mark 1:9-11 

The Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

(January 6/19) 
Titus 2:1]1-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17 

Saturday after the Theophany | | 
Ephesians 6:10-17: Matthew 4:1-11 

Sunday after the Theophany 
Ephesians 4:7-13; Matthew 4:12-17 


LESSER FIXED FEASTS 
These readings su persede those of the Pentecost cycle. 


The First and Second Finding of the Head of St.John’ | 
the Bapust (February 24/March 9) | 
2 Corinthians 4:6-12: Matthew 11:2-15 
The Third Finding of the Head of St. John the Baptist 
(May 29/June 7) 7 
2 Corinthians 4:6-12; Matthew 11:2-15 
The Natvity of St. John the Baptist (June 4/July 7). 
Romans 13:11—14:4- Luke 1:1-15, 57—68, 76, 80 
The Holy Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and Paul 
(June 29/July 12) 
2 Corinthians 11:21—12:9; Matthew 16:13-19 
The Beheading of St: John the Baptist (August 29/ 
September 11) 
Acts 13:25-32; Mark 6:14-30. 
The Conception of St. John the Baptist 
(September 23 /October 6) | 
Galatians 4:22-31; Luke 1:5-25 
The Protection of the Theotokos (October | / 14) 
Hebrews 9:1-7; Luke 10:38-42; 1127-28 i 
Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and All the Bodiless 
Powers (November 8/21) 
Hebrew 2:2-10; Luke 10: 16-21 
The Conception of the Theotokos (December 9 421) 
Galatians 4:22—27: Luke 13:10-17 


OTHER SPECIAL AND GENERAL FEASTDAYS 






These feasts may be celebrated for certain saints at 
the discretion of the local parish. 


Holy Monks 
Galatians 5:22—6;2:; Matthew 1] :27-30 
Holy Nuns 
Galatians 3:23-29; Matthew 25:1-13 or Luke 
7:36-50 
Holy Confessors 
Ephesians 6:10-17; Luke 12:8-12 
Holy Martyr 
2 Timothy 2:1-10 or Acts 12:1-11; Luke 12:1-12 
or John 15:17—16:2 
Holy Martyrs 
Romans 8:28-39; Matthew 10:16-22 or Luke 
21:12-19 
Hieromartyr 
Hebrews 13:7-16; Luke 12:3240 
Hieromartyrs he: 
Hebrews 5:4-10 or Philippians 3:20—4:3: Luke 
6:17-23, Luke 10:22-24 or Luke 14:25-35 
Monk Martyr: _ 
l Timothy 1:8-18; Mark 8:34—9-] 
Monk Martyrs 
Romans 8:28-39; Matthew 10:32-33, 37, 38: 
19:27-30 or Luke 12:8-12 
Female Martyrs 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10 or Galatians 3:73-29- 
Matthew 15:21-28 or Mark 5:24 
Holy Unmercenary Healers 
l Corinthians 12:27—13:8: Matthew 10:1, 5-8. 
Prophets _ 
1 Corinthians 14:20-25, Hebrews 6:13-20 or 
James 5:10-20; Matthew 23:29-39 or Luke 
11:47-54 
Hierarch 
Hebrews 7:26—8:2; John 10:9-16 
Hierarchs 
Hebrews 13:1 7-21; Matthew 5:14-19; John 
10:9-16 or Luke 6:17-23 


Commemoration of the Departed 


Monday 

Romans 16:6-9: John 5:17-24 
Tuesday 

l Corinthians 15:39-57; John 5:24-30 
Wednesday 

2 Corinthians 5:1-10; John 6:35-39 
Thursday 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28; John 6:40-44 
Friday 

l Corinthians 15:47-57; John 6:48-54 
Saturday 


1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; John 5:24-30 
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Words appearing in CAPITAL LETTERS have their own entries elsewhere in the glossary. 


ABBA The Aramaic term of intimacy used in 
jddressing one’s father, somewhat equivalent 
ro thé English “Papa.” Christ uses Abba in 
addressing God the FATHER (Mk 14:36). 
st. Paul tells believers that their relationship 
with God through the HOLY SPIRIT is so 
ersonal that they too may speak to Him as 
intimately as to their own father (Rom 8:15). 


ABED-NEGO The name given by 
Nebuchadnezzar to Azariah, a Hebrew youth 
who was a prisoner along with Daniel the 
prophet and two others. A famous PRAYER 
by Azariah is recorded in Daniel 3:25-45. 
The Seventh and Eight Odes of canons 
chanted in Matins and other services are 
based on the Song of the Three Young Men. 


ABSOLUTION The PRAYER offered by a 
BISHOP or PRESBYTER for the FORGIVE- 
NESS of sins. Following His glorious 
RESURRECTION, Christ breathed on His 
apostles and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained” (Jn 20:22, 23). This gift of 
proclaiming God’s forgiveness of sins remains 
forever in the CHURCH. It is exercised in 
the sacraments of BAPTISM and CONFES- 
SION—the RECONCILIATION to the 
Church of Christian believers who have 

sinned and repented. The priest or bishop 1s 
the WITNESS who bears testimony to the 
REPENTANCE; only God forgives sins. (See 
article, “Confession,” at lJn 1.) 


ADVENT A forty-day period of PRAYER, 
REPENTANCE, and FASTING in prepara- 
tion for Christmas. The word stems from the 
Latin word for “coming.” During the fast the 
faithful prepare for the coming of Christ at 
Christmas, and also anticipate His SECOND 
COMING. See also FASTING, NATIVITY. 


AGAPE Greek for the self-sacrificial love 
which God extends to His people. Agape also 
‘¢signates a communal meal connected to the 
EUCHARIST which was a practice of the 
carly CHURCH (1Co 11:20-34). 
ALEXANDRIA A city in Egypt founded by 
Alexander the Great in 332 BC and prominent 
n the books of the Maccabees. 

ALLEGORY A story filled with symbolism 
Illustr ating a spiritual reality beyond the actual 
Storical event being described. It 1s possible 
“Fa story to be both historical and allegori- 
“al. Some Church Fathers combined both 





elements in interpreting the Bible. (See 
Lk 15:4-7; Gal 4:21-26.) See also TYPE. 


ALLELUIA The Greek form of the Hebrew 
word Hallelujah, which means “praise God.” 
Orthodox Christians sing a chorus of 
Alleluias interspersed with verses from the 
Psalms prior to the Gospel reading at the Di- 
vine Liturgy. See also PRAISE. 


ALMS Works of MERCY or monetary gifts 
given to help the poor, Throughout the Scrip- 
tures, God’s people are called to help those 
less fortunate than themselves. (See 

Mt 25:31-46.) 


ALPHA AND OMEGA The letters which 
begin and end the Greek alphabet, and sym- 
bolize the beginning and the end. “The Alpha 
and the Omega” is used as a title of Christ 
(Rev 1:8). 

AMEN “So be it” in Hebrew. Amen is said 
or sung at the close of a PRAYER or hymn, 
showing the agreement of the people to what 
has been said (Dt 27:15-26; 1Co 14:16). 


| AMOS A PROPHET of the Lord and author 


of the OT book of prophecy in which he an- 


nounced judgment against the nations and 


condemned the sins of Israel. He also foretold 
many blessings to come. (See Am 9: 11-15.) 


ANGELS Bodiless powers created before the 
CREATION of the physical universe. The 
English word “angel” comes from the Greek 
word for “messenger.” Throughout the Scrip- 
ture, angels are messengers who carry the 


| WORD OF GOD to earth (e.g., Gabriel’s 
visit to Mary, Lk 1:26-38). The Orthodox 


Church recognizes nine “choirs” or groups of 
angels as found in the Scriptures: Angels, 
Archangels, Powers, Authorities, Principalities, 
Dominions, Thrones, Cherubim, and 
Seraphim. (See Gn 3:24; Is 6:2; Eph 1:21; 
Col 1:16; 1Th 4:16; 1Pt 3:22.) 


ANNUNCIATION The visit of the 


Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary to an- 


nounce to her that she had been chosen to 
bear Christ, the Son of God. The Feast of the 
Annunciation is celebrated exactly nine 
months before Christmas on March 25, 
Mary’s Son was no ordinary child, but God's 
divine Son and Word in human flesh. (See 
article, “Mary,” at Lk 1; Is 7:14; Lk 1:26-38; 
In 1:1-14.) 


| ANTICHRIST Literally; “against Christ” or 
| “instead of Christ.” Antichrist is used by John 
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to refer to (a) the opponent of Christ who 
will arise at the end of this age, and (b) the 
“many antichrists” who stand against the Son 
of God (1Jn 2:18, 22; 4:3). 


ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES The Greek 
King of Syria who persecuted the JEWS for- 
many years in the second’ century BC. (See 
lMe 6, 2Mc 2) and 4.) W 
APOSTASY Literally, “turning away.” This 
sin is committed when a Christian or body of 
believers rejects the true faith of Christ | 
(1Ti 1:5-7; 4:1+3). HN 
APOSTLE Literally, “one who is sent.” Apos- 
tle is used as a title for the Twelve Disciples 
who formed the foundation of the NT. _ 


CHURCH, replacing, symbolically, the twelve | | 
BORN AGAIN, buried with Christ, 


tribes of Israel. In order to maintain this sym- 
bolism, Matthias was elected to replace Judas 
(Acts 1:15-26): The word is also used of The 
Seventy (or 72) sent by Christ, ‘as well as of 
Paul, the repentant persecutor whom the risen 
Christ sent as “apostle to the Gentiles” 

(Rom 11:13): Great missionaries in. the. 
Church, such as Mary Magdalene (the “apos- 
tle to the apostles”), Thekla, Nina, Vladimir, 
and Innocent of Alaska are often called “equal 
to the apostles.” The extension of the apos- 
tolic ministry in the Church today is in the 
EPISCOPACY;, See also BISHOP. | 


ARK OF THE COVENANT The chest 
with two cherubim on the lid in which Israel 
kept the tablets of the COVENANT (the Ten 
Commandments) and other holy items. — 
Stored at first in the tabernacle and later in 
the Most Holy Place of the Jerusalem TEM- 
PLE, it was later lost to the Israelites. (See Ex 
25:10, 16; Dt 10:8; 3Kg 8). - | 


ASCENSION The return of Christ, the Son 
of God in the flesh, to heaven following His 
RESURRECTION (Lk 24:50, 51; |. 

Acts 1:9-11). Christ’s Ascenston, completes 
the union of God and man, for a Man who is 
God now reigns in Heaven, 


ASCETICISM (from Gr. askesis, “athlete” ) A 
spiritual struggle—the CRUCIFIXION of the 
desires of the flesh—through a life of. 
PRAYER, FASTING, and self-denial, 
Through asceticism the Christian fights temp- 
tation to sin and thereby grows in spiritual 
strength, Such spiritual classics as The ae 
Philokalia and The Ladder of Divine Ascent | 
give directions for the ascetic life. (See 

Lk 9:23; Gal 5:24.) | “ofc! 
AUTHORITY The rule of God oyer the 
world and the legitimate authority given by 
God to those ORDAINED to shepherd the 








| faithful ( 


| BEATITUDE Literally, 


| benedictions 


















Heb 13:17). Also, one of the nine i 
choirs of angels. See also ANGELS. | 


BAAL The (male) god worshiped by the 
Canfaanites and other heathen faced by Israel 
in the OT. Sometimes Israelites turned from 
WORSHIP of the Lord God to worship Baal. 


This false god is often associated with 


immorality. (See especially the books of | 


| Judges, Numbers, and Kings.) gi 


BALAAM A PROPHET who predicted the 
coming Messiah in his very last prophecy “4 
Star shall rise out of Jacob; and a Man shall 


rise out of Israel” (Nm 24:17). 


BAPTISM (from Gr. baptizo, “to be 
plunged”) The SACRAMENT whereby one is 


resurrected with Him and united to Him. In 
baptism, one becomes a Christian and is- 
joined to the CHURCH. Through Christ's 
baptism, water was set apart unto God as the 
means by which the HOLY SPIRIT would 
bring to us new life and entrance into the. 


| heavenly Kingdom. (See article “Holy Bap- 
-tism,” at Rom 6;,see also Mt 3:13-17; 28:19; 
| Mk 16:16; Acts 2:38, 39; Rom 6:3; Gol 2:12: 


l Pt 3:21.) ae 
“exalted happiness” 


or “blessing.” The ninefold blessing of Christ 
in the Sermon‘on the Mount is called the ~ 


| Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-12). | 
| BELIEF The acceptance of the truths of the 


gospel. More than a mental assent, belief as — 

used in the NT includes relying upon or trust- 
ing in God from the HEART. Such belief 
results from (1) hearing the WORD OF GOD 
(Rom 10:17) and (2) a gift of the HOLY | 


| SPIRIT (Eph 2:8). But faith without action 


(that is, a distinct movement of the will to fol- 
low Christ) is hollow and void of the’. 
RIGHTEOUSNESS that brings us SALVA- 
PION. (See article, “Justification by Faith,” at 
Rom 5; Mt 7:21; Jn, 3:16; Jam 2:1426) 9 
BENEDICTION Literally, “good word.” 
Benedictions were given by Christ (Lk 24:50, 
51) and by the APOSTLES (2Co 13:14), and 
are given by the BISHOP or PRIEST at the 
close of every ean Liturgy. (Other hinbiog 
include; Nm 6:2 : Eph 3:24, 
21; and Heb 13:20, AAR £:245205 Reis 
BISHOP (Gr, episkopos, “overseer. ”) A bishop 
is the leader of a local community of Chris: 
tans, In the New Testament there is often 2° 
clear distinction between the offices of bishop 
and elder (PRESBYTER), both of which — 


function as leaders of the community. How 


i 
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aver, by the mid to late first century, the 
CHURCH began to reserve the title bishop 
for the men of spiritual qualification who 
were consecrated to follow the apostles in 
heir office Of oversight. (See article, “The 
pour ‘Orders’ in Church Government,” at 
\Ti; Acts 1:15-26; 14:23; 1 Ti 3:1-7,) 
BORN AGAIN Literally, “born from 
above.” A person is born again to new life in 
Christ to enter God’s eternal Kingdom. This 
new birth takes place through the SACRA- 
MENT of BAPTISM: (Jn 3:16; Rom 6:3, 4: 
Gal 3:27). Spiritual life begins’ by receiving 
the HOLY SPIRIT in baptism and CHRIS- 
MATION, and is a dynamic process which 
continues throughout life. (See article, “The 
New Birth,” at Jn 3.) uti 


BROTHERS OF THE LORD St. James, 
the frst BISHOP of Jerusalem, Joses, Simon, 
and Judas are referred to as brothers of Christ 
(Mt 13:55). In the ancient Middle East one’s 
close relatives were frequently referred to as 
brothers’ and sisters. For example, Lot is 
dearly Abram’s nephew (Gn' 14:12), but Lot 
is also called “his brother” (Gn 14:14). There 
isan ancient TRADITION that the “brothers 
and sisters” of Christ were actually children of 
St. Joseph from.an earlier marriage; they are 
never in Scripture called the children of Mary 
and Joseph. Thus, these references to siblings 
of Christ do not contradict the belief of the 
historic CHURCH—East and West—that the 
Virgin Mary was a virgin before, during, and 
after the birth of Christ. The absence of 
blood brothers is strongly reinforced by 
Christ’s act of entrusting Mary to the care of 
the apostle John (Jn 19:26, 27), which would 
have been against the Mosaic Law had she 
had other natural children. 





CANON Literally, “a rule.” It describes _ 
(1) the inspired Books of the Bible—the 
Canon of Scripture; (2) the rules and decrees 
issued by the early Church (see Acts : 
15:23-29) and by Ecumenical Councils— 
Canon Law; and (3) certain parts of worship, 
such as the Liturgical Canon or the Canon of 
MATINS. ali 5 
CHRISMATION The sacrament completing 
BAP TISM, whereby one reccives the gift of | 
af HOLY SPIRIT through presi MAb 
the Chrism. a specially prepared on, W fee pia! 
Must be BaP UL nL izd bid BISHOP, In Acts, d 
pied Christian received the gift 3i asi 

oly Spirit through the laying on oF tie 
hands of A MDOT LE; (See Acts 8: 14-17; 
| 6.) Chrismation is a continuation of this 
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ancient practice in the Church. (See article, 
“Chrismation,” at Acts 2.) 

CHURCH (Gr. ekklesia, the “called out,” 
the “assembly.”) The faithful are called out of 
the world to be;the Church: the body of 
Christ, the Bride of Christ, the New Israel, 
the ark: of SALVATION, the assembly of be- 
lievers. Through the Church, Christians are 
united to Christ and to each other. In this 
community, the believer receives the GRACE 
of God through the sacraments and hears the 
truth of the gospel. This mystical transforma- 
tion of people into one body in Christ takes 
place in the EUCHARIST. Because Christ is,- 
Head of the Church, the Church is a reflec- 
tion of His INCARNATION, with both . 


human and divine qualities. (See Mt 16:18; — 


1Co 10:16, 17; Gal 6:16; Eph 4:12; 
5:22-32.) | | 

CLOUD A “pillar of cloud” (Ex 13:21) was 
sent by God to help Israel find its way in the 
wilderness when the people left Egypt. _ 
COMMANDMENT The Law. of God, given 
first to Moses in the Fen Commandments on 


Mt. Sinai, and completed or fulfilled by the 


teaching of Christ (Ex 20:1-17; Mt 5:1-7:27; 
Jn 15:12). | 


COMMUNION (Gr. koinonia) A common — 
union of the most intimate kind, enjoyed by 
Christians with God and with each other in ` 
the CHURCH. This communion is especially 
realized ‘in the mystery of the EUCHARIST 
(Jn 6:56; 1Co 10:16, 17). See also 
KOINONIA. ©» 

CONFESSION (1) The avowal or verbal 
witness of faith in Christ, leading to SALVA- ~ 
TION (Rom 10:9). (2) The SACRAMENT 
of the FORGIVENESS of sins, whereby the 
repentant sinner confesses his sins to Christin 
the presence of the priest, who pronounces 
God’s ABSOLUTION of those sins. (See ar- 
ticle, “Confession,” at LJnyJn' 20:22, 23; 

IJn 1:99) | Sant 
CONVERSION The beginning of SALVA- 
TION, occurring when a person repents, 
believes the gospel, and enters into’a personal 
union and relationship with Christ. Conver- | 
sion is not merely a change of belief but the © 
beginning of a new life in Christ (2Co 5:17), 
which is a process of growth into the image 
and likeness of God, Our salvation is the 
working together of conversion, JUSTIFICA- 


TION and SANCTIFICATION throughout - 


lifen a 
CORNERSTONE The stone which ties to- 
gether walls meeting at right angles, especially 


GLOSSARY 


the one establishing the stability of a building. 
(See Ps 117:22: Ps 2: 6=8; Is 28:16 and 
1Pt 2:6-8.) 


CORRUPTION The state of mortality and 
sinfulness, the universal condition of fallen 
humanity. All people are born into a world 
suffering the consequences of the Fall, the sin 
of Adam and Eve. These consequences 
include physical suffering, death, lack of per- 
fection and a propensity to sin, (See Ps 52:4; 
Is 53:6; Rom 3:23; 1Jn 5:19.) 


COSMOS The universe or world, created by 
God from nothing. It is controlled by God; 
He is the life of the world. Sin has corrupted 
the entire cosmos, and the rule of evil will not 
be abolished until the SECOND COMING 
of Jesus Christ. The universe will finally be 
redeemed by Christ when He comes again to 
transform the cosmos into a new heaven and a 
new earth. (See Gn 1:1; Rom 8:19-22; 

Rev 21:1.) 


COUNCIL A group of Christians gathered 
to deliberate and ask for the guidance of the 
HOLY SPIRIT to administer the CHURCH 
and decide various doctrinal, moral, and litur- 
gical questions. The Orthodox Church is 
conciliar (operating by councils) on all levels, 
from a parish to a worldwide council. While 
councils are not seen as infallible, their deci- 
sions become part of Church life when they 
are received by the entire Church. Besides the 
Jerusalem Council recorded in Acts 15, the 
Church counts Seven Ecumenical Councils in 
her history, from AD 325 to 787. | 


COVENANT An agreement or testament 
between men or between God and His peo- 
ple. In the OT, God chose the people of 
Israel, ending with John the Baptist, to pre- 
pare the way for the coming of His Only 
Begotten Son. Through Christ, the covenant 
was perfected, and the promises of God to 
Abraham and the Jews are fulfilled through 
the CHURCH, the New Israel, the new 
covenant people of God. (See Gn 13:14-16; 
Gal 3:6-9: 1Pt 2:9, 10.) 


CREATION Everything made by God. 

The term creation is applied to the COSMOS 
in general and to mankind in particular, 

Our regeneration in Christ and the 
RESURRECTION of the dead are both often 
called the “new creation” (2Co 5:17; also 
Rev 21:1), Creation has no existence apart 
from God, but is nevertheless distinct from 
God, (That which is not created, such as di- 
vine GRACE, the divine energies, belongs to 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.) 























REED A statement of belief. Creeds in 
their earlier forms were used by the apostles, 
and many are recorded in the NT (Eph 5:14; 
LTi 3:16; 2Ti 2:11-13). The Creed used 
throughout the CHURCH was adopted at 
the COUNCIL of Nicea in AD 325 and ex- 
panded at the Council of Constantinople in 
AD 381. This Nicene-Constantinopolitan 
Creed, commonly called the Nicene Creed, is 
used at baptisms, in the Divine Liturgy, and in 


| personal daily prayers. 


CRUCIFIXION A form of execution of 
| criminals used by the ancient Romans in 


which the offender was nailed through his 
wrists and ankles to a cross. A crucified person 
usually died from suffocation after becoming 
too exhausted to pull himself up in order to 
breathe. Besides Christ Himself 

(Mt 27:35-50), the apostles Peter, Andrew, 
James the Less, and Simon were also crucified. 
CURSE (Gr. anathema) To “cut off,” “sepa- 
rate”; the opposite of blessing. A divine curse 
is God’s judgment. Christ delivers believers 


from the curse caused by their inability to live 
| by the law of God. (See Gn 3:14-19; 9:25; 


Mk 11:21; Gal 3:10-14.) 


CYRENE A colonial city in today’s Libya 
established by the Greeks as a regional center 
in North Africa (1Mc 15:23). Simon, who 
carried Jesus’ Cross, was “a man of Cyrene” 


(Mt 27:32). 


DARKNESS A symbol of sin and rejection 
of God, who is LIGHT and whose followers 
walk.in the light of RIGHTEOUSNESS 

(Jn 1:5; Rom 13:12). 


DAY OF ATONEMENT The one day each 
year when the OT high priest offered sacri- 
fices for the sins of the people; on this day 
(and on no other) the high priest entered. 
the Most Holy Place of the TEMPLE to 
sprinkle blood on the ARK OF THE 
COVENANT, the mercy seat, to reconcile 


Israel with God. 


DEACON Literally, “servant.” Originally 


seven deacons were ordained to assist the 
apostles with the temporal affairs of the 
CHURCH (Acts 6:1-7). St. Paul writes of 
the qualifications for deacon (1Ti 3:8-13). 
This established office has continued in the 
CHURCH Deacons help in the Church and 
assist the BISHOP and priest in liturgical 
aeres, hut sana preside over the _ 
tUCHARIST, give blessings or pronounce 
ABSOLUTION, In the NT ‘Rar: Ve cd 
the early Church, women also served as dea- 
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cons or deaconesses, assisting others but not 
serving liturgically, 


pEIFICATION The GRACE of God 
shnrough which believers grow to become like 
Him and enjoy intimate COMMUNION 
with the FATHER through the Son in the 
HOLY SPIRIT. (See article, “Deification,” at 
apt 1; 2Co 3:18; 5:17; 2Pt 1:2-4.) 


DEPARTED The dead. Following death and 
judgment, those who have accepted God’s 
ruth and love as fully revealed in Christ and 
the HOLY SPIRIT inherit eternal life in 
heaven. Those who have rejected His gift in- 
herit eternal darkness. (See Mk 16:16; 

Lk 16:19-31; Heb 9:27.) 


DEVIL Satan, the leader of the fallen angels. 
Called by Jesus the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44), 
Satan tempts the faithful to join his rebellion 
against God. The Greek word for devil means 
“separator”; he seeks to steal people away 
from God (Jn 10:10). Although not evil by 
NATURE, the devil turned by his free choice 
from what was according to nature to what 
was against it (Is 14:12-15). At the end of 
time, Christ will judge the devil and his fol- 
lowers and cast them into hell: (See 

Mt 25:41; Lk 10:18; 1Pt 5:8.) 


DISCIPLESHIP The life of learning, grow- 
ing, self-sacrifice, and commitment required 
of every Christian. A Christian not only be- 
lieves in Christ but leaves-everything to follow 
Him. (See Mt 4:1'8—22; 7:21-23; Lk 9:23; 
Gal 5:24.) 

DOCTRINE The teaching of the Church, 
called variously the doctrine of Christ (2Jn 9), 
the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42), or sound 
doctrine (Tts 1:9; see 2Ti 3:16; Rom 16:17). 


EASTER The Feast of the RESURRECTION 
of Christ, also known as PASCHA (from the 
Hebrew word for Passover). St. Paul calls 
Christ “our Passover” who “was sacrificed for 
us” 1Co 5:7). Orthodox Christians celebrate 
Pascha or Easter according to the decree of 
the COUNCIL of Nicea in AD 325: the first 
Sunday following the first full moon following 
the spring equinox following the Jewish _ 
Passover. Thus, Orthodox Easter is sometimes 
One, four, or five weeks after the Roman 
Catholic Easter—-which Protestants also | 
ollow, 


EDOMITES Descendants of Esau. They 

Warred against Israel during, the days of the 
laccabees. Edomites are also known as 
dumeans, The name Jdumea was used by 








of Edom. (See 1Mc 5:65.) 


ENERGY Used theologically, that which ra- 
diates from the hidden ESSENCE or 
NATURE of God. The energies of God, such 
as GRACE, are not created, and allow the 
believer to enter into a personal relationship 
with God whose essence always remains hid- 
den from humanity. Moses was permitted to 
sec the GLORY of God, His energies, but 
was forbidden to gaze on the face of God, 
His hidden essence. (See Ex 33:18-23; 

2Pt 1:2-4.) 


EPIPHANY Literally, “a breaking through 
from above.” The word means a manifesta- 
tion or THEOPHANY of God. Examples of 
epiphanies are the burning bush (Ex 3:1-6) 
and the TRANSFIGURATION of Christ 
(Mt 17:1-13). Twelve days after Christmas, 
the Church celebrates the Feast of Epiphany 


| to honor the manifestation of the Holy 


TRINITY at the BAPTISM of Christ 
(Mk 1:9-11). 


EPISCOPACY The order of bishops in the 
Church (from Gr. episkopos, “overseer” ). See 
also BISHOP. | 


ESCHATOLOGY The study of the last days. 
According to the Holy Scriptures, Christ will 
come again at the end of time to judge the 
living and the dead, destroy the power of evil, 
and fully reveal the everlasting Kingdom 

(Mt 25:31-46; Rev 20:10-21:1). See also 


| SECOND COMING. 


ESSENCE Also called “substance,” 
“NATURE” or “form.” God the FATHER, 
the Son, and the HOLY SPIRIT are “of one 
essence.” Jesus Christ is “of one essence” 
with God the Father and the Holy Spint in 
His divinity, and “of one essence” with all 
human beings in His humanity. God’s 
essence is beyond the understanding and 


comprehension of His creatures. God can 


be known by humans through the divine 
energies and operations of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit (Ex 33:18-23). See also 
ENERGY, 

EUCHARIST Taken from a Greek word 
meaning “THANKSGIVING,” Eucharist des- 
ignates Holy COMMUNION, the central act 
of Christian WORSHIP At the Last Supper 
Christ gave thanks (Mt 26:27; 1Co 11:24), 
and embodied in the communion service Is 
our own thanksgiving. The word came into 
use very early, and appears in the late first 


| century document, The Didache (“Now con- 


cerning the Eucharist... .” Did, 9:1) and also 





SLOSSARY 


the letters of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
(Ign. Phil. 4:1) written about AD 107. 
EVANGELIST One who preaches the 
gospel; used especially of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, who wrote the four NT 
Gospels. It is also one of Christ’s gifts 
(Eph 4:11). 


EXCOMMUNICATION Literally, “out of 
communion.” This judgment is pronounced 
usually by the BISHOP of the CHURCH on 





willfully heretical, immoral, or divisive persons | 


who refuse to repent of their sins, excluding 
them from the sacramental life of the Church 
(1Co 5:1-5). Excommunication is not viewed 
as eternal damnation but as temporal disci- 
pline. It is administered for the SALVATION 


of the excommunicated person, with the hope 


the sinner will repent. 


FAITH Belief and trust in Christ as one’s ` 
Savior, Or a reference to Orthodox Christian- 


ity as “The Faith.” The effects of this faith are 


freedom from the power of the DEVIL, the 
growth and matunty in VIRTUE, and 
progress toward perfection and union with 
God. One is saved by faith through 

GRACE—a living faith manifested by a righ- 
teous life. (See article,,“Justification by. _ 





Faith,” at Rom 5; see.also Rom 3:28; Gal 2:1; 


Eph 2:8; Jam 2:14—17.) | | 
FASTING) An exercise or discipline whereby 
one typically gives up certain foods as.a means 
of disciplining the body and sulling human 
PASSION. Fasting is a part of the practice of 
ASCETICISM in the Church and a-sign of 
REPENTANCE Orthodox Christians fast. on 
most Wednesdays and Fridays (in memory of 
the betrayal and CRUCIFIXION of Christ) 
and during four fasting seasons: (1) | 
ADVENT, the forty days before Christmas; _. 
(2) Great Lent, forty days before Palm Sun- 
day and the week before Easter; (3) two 
weeks before the Feast. of Ss. Peter and Paul 
(June 29); and (4) two weeks before the Feast 
of the Falling Asleep of the Virgin Mary 
(Aug. 15). (See Mt 6:16; Rom 13:14; 

Gal 5:16, 17.) 

FATHER (1) God the Father is the “foun- 
tainhead” of the Holy TRINITY, for God the 
Son is eternally begotten of God the Father, 
and God the HOLY SPIRIT proceeds eter- 
nally from God the Father. (See Mt 28:19; 

Jn 3:16; 14:10; 15:26,) (2) “Father” is also a 
title given to one’s spiritual father based on 
the custom of the Jews, who spoke of their, 
father Abraham or their father David, and on 
the words of St, Paul, who called himself the 





1Co 4:15.) 


| FELLOWSHIP (Gr. koinonia) Literally, 


“COMMUNION”; the unity of believers 
through Christ based on the fellowship of the 
FATHER, Son, and HOLY SPIRIT. Chris- . 
tians are united into a special fellowship 
through their love for one another and 
common union with Christ (Acts 2:42; 

lJn 1:3, 7). See also COMMUNION. 


FILIOQUE A Latin word meaning “and the 


Son.” Roman Catholic and, later, Protestant 
churches have added words to the Nicene 
Creed: “I believe in the HOLY SPIRIT... 
who proceeds from the FATHER and the 
Son.” The filioque is judged by the Orthodox 
Church as error because it is contrary to what 
Jesus taught (Jn 15:26). Thus, the filtoque 
confuses the true belief concerning the Holy 
Trinity. The addition of the ft/zoque was a ma- 
jor factor contributing to the Great Schism in 
the eleventh century. 


FORGIVENESS: The remission of sin and 


| guilt through the love of Christ. Forgiveness is 


given originally in BAPTISM; forgiveness for 
conunuing sin is reclaimed: through REPEN- 


| TANCE As God has forgiven the sins of- 


believers, so are Christians to forgive those 
who have sinned against them (Mt 6:14, 15; 


| 18:21-35: Ifa ee 


FORNICATION (Gr. porneia); from which 
we get the word “pornography.” It is the sin 
of sexual immorality. Fornication is strongly - 
condemned in Scripture. (See 1Co 6:16-18; 


| Gal 5:19: Col 3:5.) 


FREE WILL The freedom to choose 
between good and evil. Free will is one aspect 
of human NATURE created in God’s image. 
According to Orthodox teaching, sin stains 
the image of God but does not destroy it. ~ 
Human beings have the right to accept or 
reject the E0 pol but must accept the conse- 
quences Of their decision. Gn 3: 23; 
nevi 20} (See Gn 3:22, 23; 


| GABRIEL Literally “man of God.” An | 


archangel who explained to Daniel the mean- 
ing.of a vision (Dan 8:16 and following). 
Later, he also told Daniel the meaning ofa 


| prophecy (Dan 9:21-27). In the NT we see 


Gabriel announcing first the conception of 
fecal big Baptist (Lk 1:11-22) and an i 
later the conception of our Lord Tesus Christ 
(Lk 1:26-38). Pe 
GENTILE A non-Jew, Christ and His apos. 
tles first preached the gospel to the ee 
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ose chosen by God to prepare the way for 
she Messiah. But because Christ Himself died 
for all, Jew and Gentile, SALVATION is 
therefore offered to all, both Gentile and Jew. 
Those Gentiles (and Jews) who believe in 
Christ become the true sons of Abraham. (See 
Acts 11; 15:1-29; Rom 1:16; Gal 3:6-9.) 


GIFTS Charismatic or spiritual gifts are bless- 
ings and abilities given by the HOLY SPIRIT 
ro believers for the building up of the Body of 
Christ: (See Rom 12:6-8; 1Co 12; 13; 

[Jn 3:24.) | 7 


GLORY The divine splendor of God, or a — 
specific manifestation of God’s presence, fre- 
quently likened to a CLOUD, smoke, or 
brilliant LIGHT. To serve and WORSHIP 
God is to glorify Him. Through the HOLY | 
SPIRIT, Christians are being changed to be 
like God and to reflect His glory. (See 

Ex 19:9, 16-18; Is 60:1; Lk 2:9; 

Rom 8:16-18; 2Co 3:18; 4:6,) See also 
SHEKINAH. 


GLOSSOLALIA Literally, “speaking in 
tongues.” St. Paul used the term to describe a 
spiritual gift in the early CHURCH, not an — 
emotional experience (1Co 12:10). At PEN- 
TECOST the gift was given to allow those 
present to hear the gospel in their native lan- 
guage (Acts 2:6), In Corinth, the gift was an, 
ecstatic utterance (1Co 14:2). The APOSTLE 
warned against too much emphasis on this 
experience, urging instead that believers seek 
to manifest love (1Co 13:1) and communi- 
cate the gospel intelligibly (1Co 14:19). 
Glossolalia has never played’a significant role 
in historic Orthodox spirituality. (See 

lCo 12-14.) te» 


GNOSTICISM A very complex ancient | 
heresy that was manifested in many different 
forms and beliefs. The Gnostics taught that 
Christ had imparted secret knowledge. . 
(Gr. gnosis) to a select few, who in turn trans- 
mitted hidden truths to an elite. Central to 
Gnosticism is the denial of the goodness of, 
Matter, leading to,a:denial of the reality of the 
INCARNATION of the Son of God and of 
His bodily RESURRECTION, Several, 
schools of Gnosticism taught that | 
SALVATION consisted of liberation from the 
Physical. body and of growth to a hi gher, non- 
Physical, spiritual level of existence. | : 
Irthodoxy has always rejected Gnosticism, 
‘caching that the world and man were created 
bood and will be redeemed by Ohrist,and 
transformed at the end of this age 

(Gn 1:1-31; Rom 8:19-22; 1Co 15:35-55; 
Rev 21:1), 





GOSPEL Literally, “the good news.” The 
term comes from the ancient word announc- 
ing the ascension of a new ruler to the 
throne. The Christian gospel is summarized in 
the statement, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!” (Mt 3:2; 4:17). 


GRACE The gift of God’s own presence and 
action in His creation. Through grace, God 
forgives sins and transforms the believer into 
His image and likeness. Grace is not merely 
unmerited favor—an attitude of God toward 


| the believer. Grace is God’s uncreated 


ENERGY bestowed in the sacraments and is 
therefore truly experienced. A Christian is 
saved through grace, which is a gift of God 


| and not a reward for good works. However, 


because grace changes a person, he or she will 
manifest the effects of grace through righ- ; 
teous living. (See Jn 1:17; Rom 5:21; Eph 
1:73(2:8 2 Chk: 12; LEt 5:59) | 


HADES A Greek word equivalent to the He- 
brew=Sheol—the realm of the dead. Following 
His burial and before His glorious RESUR- 


RECTION, Christ liberated the righteous 


dead in Hades, enabling them to enter PAR- 
ADISE because He had destroyed sin and ~ 


_ | death by His life-giving death (1Pt 3:18-20). 


HANANIAH Jewish name of one of the 
three youths held by Nebuchadnezzar along 
with Daniel. Hananiah’s name in exile was 
Shadrach (See Dan 1:6; 7,11). Heis — 
described as one whose faith saved him from 


| fire (1Me 2:59). 


HANUKKAH The Jewish festival of lights 
that commemorates the rededication of the 
Jerusalem TEMPLE to more traditional 
modes of Jewish worship by JUDAS MAC- 
CABEUS around 164 BC after its desecration’ 
by the Seleucid King ANTIOCHUS 
EPIPHANES. | ke 

HEART In scriptural terms, the spintual cen- 
ter of one’s being. The heart is the seat of | 
divine presence and GRACE and the source _ 
of moral acts. The ongoing transformation of 
the heart is the major work of God’s saving 
grace, (See Mt 5:8; 6:21; 22:37; Lk 6:45; 

Jn 7:38; Rom 2:29; 10:9, 10; Heb 13:9.) 
HERESY Following one’s own choice or 
opinion solas to cause division among Chris- 
tians: Heresy is a system of thought 
contradicting the true teachings of the | 


| CHURCH. It is false teaching, which true 


Christians must reject (Mt 7:15; 2Pt 2:1). ~ 


HOLINESS is the goodness of God Who 
alone is good (Mt 19:17), Holiness is 
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manifested in people being renewed and 
transformed by the HOLY SPIRIT, who seck 
to become holy as God is holy (Rom 12:1; 
LPt 1:14-16; 2:9). 


HOLY SPIRIT One of the Holy TRINITY, 
sometimes referred to as “The Spirit of the 
Lord God” (Is 61:1). 

HOPE An expectation of something desired 
through faith (Heb 11:1). Hope for Chris- 
tians is to “look forward to the 
RESURRECTION from the dead and the life 
of the world to come” (The CREED). 

(Jn 16:20-24, 33; Rom 5:2; 8:24, 25; 

2Th 2:16). 


ICON A transliterated Greek word meaning 
“IMAGE” (Col 1:15). Icons of Christ and 
His saints depict the reality of the INCAR- 
NATION: because the Son of God became 
Man, He can be imaged. Orthodox Christians 
honor or venerate icons, but neyer 
WORSHIP them, for worship is due the Holy 
TRINITY alone. The honor given to icons 
passes on to the one represented on the icon, 
as a means of THANKSGIVING for what 
God has done in that person’s life. 


IDOL A statue or other IMAGE of a false 
god, such as the “golden calf” (Ex 32:4-8). 
Also, anything that is worshiped in place of 
the one true God. Money, possessions, fame, 
even family members can become idols if we 
put them ahead of Christ our God. (See 

Lv 26:1; Col 3:5.) 


ILLUMINATION “Enlightenment.” In the 
Bible, DARKNESS is often used as an image 
of sin and death. To be illuminated is to be 
shown the true path of RIGHTEOUSNESS 
in God, thereby being led out of the darkness 
of sin and death. BAPTISM is called iHumi- 
nation, because in it we are delivered from sin 
and death and regenerated by the HOLY 
SPIRIT. (See 2Ez 9:8; Ps 12:4; 18:28; 

Dan 5:11, 14; Tb 12:15-22; Eph 1:18.) 


IMAGE (Gr, eikon) The Bible teaches that 
man was created in the image and likeness of 
God, Men and women reflect the divine im- 
age by their ability to reason and to choose 
freely, Through Christ, the image of God is 
renewed in fallen man as believers are 
renewed and transformed by the GRACE of 
the HOLY SPIRIT. (See Gn 1:26; Rom 8:29; 
2Co 3:18.) See ICON, | 
IMMANUEL “God with us,” a title of 
Christ Who is God in the flesh (Is 7:14; 

Mt 1:22, 23), 





bat) 
INCARNATE 





| JEWS Originally, 


| Messiah, Jesus Christ, 








From Latin, meaning “to be- 
come flesh.” Christ is God Incarnate: He 
became flesh, that is, a Man. Thus, Jesus 
Christ is perfect God and perfect Man in one 
Divine PERSON (Lk 1:26-38; Jn 1:1-14; 
Php 2:5=7). 

INCENSE The sap of the frankincense tree, 
or other aromatic substances, dried and 


| burned in honor of God. The offering of in- 


cense has been associated with the WORSHIP 


of God since God commanded Moses to burn 


incense to Him in the tabernacle (Ex 30:1-8). 
The WORD OF GOD came to the 
PROPHET Malachi (1:11) predicting, 
“among the Gentiles [the Church] . . . 


! incense shall be offered to My name .. .” The 


Magi offered frankincense to the infant Christ 


| (Mt 2:9-11). Incense manifests the prayers of 


the saints as they ascend to heaven 

(Ps 140:2). It is found in OT and NT 
accounts of the worship of God in heaven 
(Is 6:4; Rev 5:8). 


| INFANT BAPTISM There are numerous 


biblical passages which support the ancient 
Christian practice of infant baptism, which 


was universal in the CHURCH until the 


Anabaptist reaction after the Protestant 
Reformation. Among these are: “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Mt 19:14): the BAPTISM of whole house- 
holds and families, presumably including 
children (Acts 16:14, 15, 25-33): and Paul’s 
comparison of circumcision—given to infant 
boys—to baptism (Col 2:11, 12; see also 


| Jn 3:3-6; Rom 6:3, 4; Gal 3:27; 1Pt 3:21) 
| INTERCESSION Supplication to God in 


behalf of another person. Christ intercedes 
before God the FATHER in behalf of the re- 
pentant sinner, and God’s people intercede 
for one another. (See Is 23:12: Jer 27:18; 
Dan 9:3-19; Rom S345 gees 


: uly, God’s chosen people who 

followed the COVENANT given By the Lord 
to Moses. In the OT, the Jews are (1) cimzens 
of Judah, (2) the postexilic people of Israel, or 


| (3) the worshipers of Yahweh. God chose the 


Jews to prepare the way for the coming of the 
an | ‘Arist, the Only-begorten Son 
of God. Through Christ the distitigon be- 
tween Jew and GENTILE has been 


| overcome, and all who truly follow Him have 


become the chosen 
Acts 22:3: Rom 
1Pt 2:9.) 


People of God. (See 
1:16; 2:28, 29; Gal 3:28; 





JUDGES The period of the Judges ruling 


Isracl was between the conquest of the 


Canaanites (Jdg 1:1) and the establishment of 


the monarchy under Saul (1 Kg 10:17—24) 
when the Israelites were settling the land of 
Canaan. The Book of Judges contains the sto- 
ries of several individual judges. 
JUSTIFICATION In BAPTISM (Rom 
6:1-6), God forgives one’s sins and begins to 
transform him or her into a righteous person. 
(See article, “Justification by Faith,” at Rom 
5; also Rom 5:1, 2; Gal 2:16; Php 2:12, 13; 
Jam 2:24.) 
KINGDOM OF GOD God’s rule and reign. 
This Kingdom, revealed by Christ, is present 
in.the-world through the CHURCH. The 
fullness of the Kingdom will come when 
Christ returns to judge the living and the 
dead, creating a new heaven and earth. (See 
Mk 1:15; Jn 3:3-5; Rom 8:20, 21; 1Co 6:9, 
10; Rev 21:1—22:5.) | 

KISS OF PEACE A kiss given by one be- 
liever to another. It is a sign of Christian unity 
and fellowship. (See 1Co 16:20.) In the Divine 
Liturgy, the clergy and in some Churches, 

also the laity, exchange the kiss of peace betore 
saying the Nicene CREED. 


KOINONIA A Greek word meaning COM- 
MUNION or intimate fellowship. This 
relationship exists between Christians who are 
united by love into one body in Christ. (See 
Acts 2:41, 42; 2Co 13:14; In 1:1-75 


LAMB OF GOD Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 
God, offered Himself as a perfect SACRIFICE 
for the sins of the world (Jn 1:29). In the 
Preparatory Service of the Orthodox Church, 
the bread and wine are made ready to be con- 
secrated in the EUCHARIST. The priest cuts 
out the center section of the loaf, called “the 
Lamb,” for use in COMMUNION as the 
Body of Christ. (See the OT prophecy in 

Is 93:7-8.) | 

LAST JUDGMENT The judgment that’ 
takes place after the SECOND COMING of 
Christ and the final RESURRECTION from 
the dead, (See Mt 25:31-46; 16:8-11; 

Rey 20;11-15.) 

LIGHT The Bible frequently uses ight as a 
Ymbol of God and of that which is good, 
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hich overcomes the DARKNESS of sin 








that w 


| and death. Candles are used in the 


CHURCH to symbolize the light of Christ. 


| Christians are tò be lights shining in the 


world to show the way of 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and SALVATION, 
(Mt 5:14; Jn 8:12). 


LITURGY The work or public service of the 
people of God, which is the WORSHIP of 
the one true God. The Eucharistic service of 
the Orthodox Church is called the “Divine 
Liturgy.” | 


MAGNIFICAT The PRAYER or hymn sung 
by thé Virgin Mary when she visited 
Elizabeth, the mother of John the Bapust, 
shortly after the ANNUNCIATION 

(Lk 1:46-55). This hymn is sung frequently 
during MATINS in the Orthodox Church, 
and takes its title from the Latin for the be- 
ginning phrase, “My soul magnifies the 
Lord.” (See also 1Kg 2:1-10.) 


MAN (Gr. Anthropos) Frequently used in the 


Bible in the generic sense for both man and 

woman. Man is the pinnacle of God’s CRE- 

- ATION, for only he among the creatures was 
made in the IMAGE and likeness of God. > 


(See Gn 1:26, 27; Lk4:4.) 


| MARTYR (Gr. martyria) Literally, “a WIT- 


NESS.” The term is used to describe those 


who give their lives for Christ, both in life and 
in death. (See Jn 1:6-8; Acts 6:8—7:60.) 


MATINS The early morning PRAYER ser- — 


vice in the Orthodox CHURCH. | 
| MEDIATOR One who intervenes on behalf 


of another. Jesus Christ mediates on behalf of 


the faithful before God the FATHER 
(1Ti 2:5). | 


MERCY The compassionate, steadfast love of 
God for sinners. Christians reflect the mercy of 
God by caring for others. The most frequent 
PRAYER in Orthodox. WORSHIP is “Lord, 
have mercy.” (See Mt 5:7; Eph 2:4-7; 

Tts 3:4-7.) 

MESSIAH The Christ, the anointed one of | 
God, Jesus Christ is the Messiah, fulfilling all 
the promises made by God to His chosen 
people, (Sce Ts 7314: 9:6; Mt 16:13-17.) 


MIRACLE A sign whereby God supersedes 
the laws of nature in a MYSTERY, Jesus 
Christ performed many miracles, showing His 
mastery over NATU RE, while other miracles 
demonstrated His POWER over sin, disease, 


| and death. The apostles continued to manifest 
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the power of God throu gh miracles in Jesus’ 
name. Healings, weeping icons, and other 
contemporary miracles showy His power and 
presence in the CHURCH today, (See 

Mt 8:1-34; Jn 11:1-44: Acts 3:6-9.) 


MISSION A task given by God to His peo- 


ple. Christ sent The Seventy on a mission 


(Lk 10:1-24). St. Paul went on three mission: 


ary journeys to preach the gospel (Acts _ 
13:1—14:28; 15:36—18:22; 18:23—21:16). 
The mission of the Church today is to 
proclaim Christ to the world (Mt 28:18-20). 
MYSTERY The ways of God, especially 
God’s plan for SALVATION, cannot be 
known with the rational, finite human mind. 
It can only be experienced by the revelation 
of God. The Orthodox Church also uses the 
term mystery for the sacraments of the 
Church. (See Mk 4:11; 1Co 2:7, 8: 

Eph 5:32.) See also SACRAMENT. 


NATIVITY The birth of Christ according to 
the flesh. (See note for Matthew 2:11: notes 
for Lk 1:8; 2:1-3; 2:7.) This holy day is also 
called “Christmas.” 


NATURE The sum of the qualities shared by 


Mesed 





includes both election and imposing of hands, 
(See article, “Ordination,” at Acts 14; 

Acts 6:1-6; 14:23; 1Ti 4:14.) 

ORIGINAL SIN The fact that every PER- 
SON born comes into the world facing 
mortality: we die. With REDEMPTION in 
Christ, however, comes new life in Him. 
Original sin does not carry guilt, for a person 
is guilty only of his or her own sins, not of 


those of Adam. Therefore, the Orthodox 


CHURCH does not believe that a baby who 
dies unbaptized is condemned to hell. (See 
Gn 3:1-24; Rom 5:12-16.) 


PARABLE A story told to illustrate a greater 


truth through familiar examples related to the 
daily lives of the hearers. Christ's teaching is 
filled with parables. (See article, “Parables,” at 
Mt 13; Mt 13:1-54; Lk 8:9-15.) 
PARADISE The place of rest for the 
DEPARTED in Christ. The original Paradise, 


| (see Gn 2:8-14) will be restored in its fullness 


following the SECOND COMING of Christ. 
(See 2Ez; Lk 23:43: 2Co 12:4; 2Pt 3:13: | 
Rew2 72 2s) 


PARALEIPOMENON—see definition 


individuals of the same type. (The qualities ~ | from fr. Peter. 


which distinguish individuals of a tvpe from 
another make up the “PERSON.”) The Holy, 
TRINITY is one Divine Nature in three Per- 
sons. Humanity is one human nature in the 
image of God. Although stained by sin, hu- 
man nature is good, having been created in 
the IMAGE of God. Through GRACE, the 
SPIRIT restores the nature of the believer to 
its true, uncorrupted state, so that he or she 
may grow into union with God. (See 
Gn'l:26-31]: 2Co 3:18: 5:17.) ie 
NETHINIM Temple servants in the OT. In 
the LXX, the word is transliterated from the. 
Hebrew and usually appears as “the 
Nethinim,” and never in the singular. 


NEW JERUSALEM The center of the 
KINGDOM OF GOD which will be estab- 
lished following the SECOND COMING of 
Christ and the LAST JUDGMENT 

(Gal 4:26; Rev 3:12: 21:2). , 

NEW MAN One who is being transformed 
or deified by the HOLY SPIRIT into a new 
creature in COMMUNION with God 
(2Co 5:17; Gal 6;15), | 


ORDINATION The sacramental act setting 


a man apart for the ministry of the 
CHURCH by the laying on of hands of a 
BISHOP. The original meaning of ordination 


| Week is often called Passion 
| Chnist’s struggle 


PASCHA Greek for “Passover.” Originally 
Pascha designated the Jewish Passover; now, 
it is the Feast of the RESURRECTION of 
Christ, also called “Easter.” Christ is the 
LAMB OF GOD whose SACRIFICE delivers 
the faithful from death, as the sacrifice of the 
Passover Lamb delivered the ancient JEWS 
from slavery and death in Egypt (Ex 12; 13; 
1Co 5:7, 8). 


PASSION (1) A term used to describe the 
SACRIFICE of Christ on the Cross. (2) Holy 
Week, describing 
u and suffering in Jerusalem. 
(3) In addition, there are blameless passions 
including human appetites or urges—such as 
hunger, the desire for pleasure and sexual 
drives—which can become a source of sin | 
when nek SOTONA or directed by submis- 
sion to the will of God, (See Rom 1:26: 7:5: 
Gal 5:24; Col 3:5.) EERO AGS Am 
PEACE (Heb. shalom) Tranquillity h rmony 
with God, self, and other DONE ees 
ble through Christ, who unites the faithful to 
God and to each other, (See Rom 14:17: 

Gal 5:22; Eph 2:13-16; Php 4:6,7) 
PENTATEUCH Refers to the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible (The Old Testa- 


ment) traditionally attributed to Moses. The 
JEWS call these books the “Torah ” «4d 





| 





aval celebrated fifty days following the 
passover. In time, Pentecost became the com- 
memoration of the giving of the Law to 
Moses on Mt. Sinai: Pentecost took on a new 
meaning with the descent of the HOLY 
SPIRIT on the apostles at the time of Pente- 
cost: Through the SACRAMENT of 
CHRISMATION, Orthodox Christians expe- 
gence their own personal Pentecost. Every 
Divine Liturgy becomes a Pentecost through 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the faithful 
and the gifts (the bread and wine), transform- 
ing them into the Body and Blood of Christ. 
(See Ex 23:14-17; Lv 23:15-21; 2Mc 12:32; 
Acts 2:1—¢1.) 

PERSON (Gr. ‘prosopon; Lat. persona) 
Regarding the Holy Trinity, there are three 
Divine Persons: God the FATHER, Son, and 
HOLY SPIRIT. The Person of God the Son 


became Man, Jesus Christ, “for us and for our | 


SALVATION” (The CREED; see also 
Mt 28:19). 


PHARISEES One of the parties of first- 
century Judaism. The Pharisees favored strict- 
legalistic application of traditional interpreta; 
tions of the Law stemming from oral Jewish 
traditions. Unlike the SADYDUCEES, they 
believed in ANGELS and in the RESURREC- 
TION of the dead. The Pharisees were , 
generally hostile to the mission of Christ, who 
condeinned their legalism and their preoccu- 
pation with outward forms, ignoring true 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of the HEART. (See 

Mt 3:7: 12:14; 22:34; 23:13-36.) 


PILGRIM One who makes.a journey toa 
religious shrine or a spiritual'journey from sin 
and suffering in this life to eternal life with 
Christ in heaven. (See Ps 41:4-5; Heb(11:13; 
1Pt 2:11.) [ :f , 


POWER (1) A diyine attribute or energy 
(Mt 6:13: Lk 1:35; Rom 1:16). (2) The au- 
thority and ability to act (Mt 9:6). (3) A 
category of angelic beings (Eph 121i 
PRAISE To glorify and give thanks to God 
or to speak highly of someone or something 
(Jdg 5:3; Ps 9:1-12; Ps 20:14, Ps 88:6; 

Ps 118-164: Rom 15:11). See ALLELUIA, 


PRAYER COMMUNION with God > 
through words of PRAISE, THANKSGIY - 
ING, REPENTANCE, supplication, and 
INTERCESSION, Prayer is “raising, UP the 
HEART and mind to God” (St. John of 
amascus), Usually prayer is verbal., However, 
Prayer of the heart or in the Spirit, the highest 
orm of prayer, is without words, (See 


Pett IOS 


. +13; 21:22; 
Rom) 8:26; Php 4:6; 1Th 5:17.) 
PRESBYTER Literally, “elder;” now gener- 
ally called “priest.” Presbyter is one of the 
three orders of the ordained ministry of the 
CHURCH: BISHOP, presbyter and DEA- 


| CON: (See article; “The Four ‘Orders’ in.» 


Church Government,” at 1Ti; Acts 14:23; 
15:4-23; DTi 5:17=19; Tts 1:5.) 


/PROCEED “To come forth from” or “come 


to.” The HOLY SPIRIT proceeds from the 
FATHER, the fountainhead of the Holy 
TRINITY (Jn 15:26). | 
PROPHET Descriptive title given to | 
accepted spokespersons of God (or their op- 
posites, “false prophets”); a PERSON who 
speaks in the name of God. One who, 
proclaims the will of God and/or foretells the 


future, especially the coming and mission of 


Christ, through the inspiration of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, (See Dt 18:18; Acts 28:25.) | 
PROPITIATION An offering that results in 
atonement, REDEMPTION, and RECON- 
CILIATION, Christ offered Himself on the 
Gross\as.a propitiation for our sins, to liberate 


| humanity from sin and death. (See 


Rom 3:21-26; Heb 2:17; In 2:2; 4:10.) 


PROSELYTE Literally, “one who comes to- 
ward.” A proselyte is a convert to faith, usually 
from another religion. In the NT, the word » 
usually refers toa GENTILE convert to Ju- 
daism. (See Dt 29:10-13; Is 56:3-8; Ru 1:16; 
Acts 2:10; 13:43.) | | 


PROVIDENCE God’s sovereign care in 
governing His CREATION, especially His _ 
care for the faithful. (See Ps 144:17; | 


| Rom 8:28.) 


PURIFICATION The OT rite whereby one 


is cleansed of ritual impurity caused by such 


things as contact with leprosy, a dead body or 
sexual acts. This cleansing consists of making 
a SACRIFICE or being sprinkled with “water 
of purification” (Nm 19:9), Christ liberated 
the faithful from these rites. Christians are 
purified by the sacraments and by their spiritual 
struggle towards transforming their passions. 
(See Lv 12:6; Nm 19:9-21; Mt 15:11; 


| Lk 2:22-33: Acts 10:9-16; 15:1-29.) 


RAPHAEL Archangel sent to help Tobit and 
his-son, and Sarah who became the wite of 


| Tobiah. (See Tb 3:1-17 and references to 


Raphael throughout.) 


RECONCILIATION Making peace 
between enemies) especially the removal of 


SLOSSARY__ 











hostility and barriers between humans and 
God, and between individuals, accomplished 
by Christ. (See Rom 5:11; 2Co 5:18, 19.) 
REDEMPTION The deliverance of human- 
ity from sin and death by Christ, who took on 
human NATURE by His INCARNATION; 
conquering sin and death by His life-giving 
death and glorious RESURRECTION. Re- 
demption releases those who are in captivity to 
the evil one, and unites humanity to God by 
Chnist’s ASCENSION. (See Dt 7:8; Gal 3:13: 
Heb 9:15.) See also DEIFICATION and 
SALVATION. 


REMEMBRANCE (Gr. anamnesis) 

Making present by means of recollection. 
Remembrance of the COVENANT was 
crucial for Israel (Ex 2:24-:13:3). The 
EUCHARIST is not merely a calling to 

mind but a remembrance of and mystical 
participation in the very SACRIFICE of 
Christ, His RESURRECTION, His 
ASCENSION, and His SECOND COMING 
(1Co 11:23-26). 

REMISSION The FORGIVENESS and put- 
ung aside of sins. As the faithful are released 
from their sins through the sacramental life of 
the CHURCH, they in turn are called to re- 
mit the sins of any who have offended them: 
(See Mt 26:28; Jn 20:23; Acts 2:37; 38.) 
REPENTANCE Literally, “a change of 
mind” or attitude, and thus of behavior, God 
is the author of repentance, which is an inte- 
gral part of BAPTISM, CONFESSION, and 
ongoing spiritual life. Repentance is not sim- 
ply sorrow for sins but a firm determination 
to turn away from sin to a new life of | 
RIGHTEOUSNESS in Jesus Christ. (See 
Ezk 18:31; Mt 4:17; 2Pt 3:9; IJn 1:9.) 
RESURRECTION The reunion of the soul 
and body after death which will revitalize and 
transform the physical body into a spiritual 
body. Jesus Himself is the firstfruits of perfect 
resurrection; He will never again be subject to 
death. Because He conquered death by His 
Resurrection, all will rise again: the righteous 
to life with Christ, the wicked to judgment. 
(See Is 26:19; Jn 5:28, 29: 1Co 15:35-55.) 
RIGHTEOUSNESS Being good, just, and 
blameless. All are called to a life of humble 
obedience to God. Righteousness is the fruit of 
the HOLY SPIRIT, and the way in which 
Christians respond with living faith to God’s 
gift of SALVATION. (See WSol 5:6, 18; 

Is 11:5; 46:13; Mt 5:6, 20; Rom 4:3; 

Gal 5:22; Jam 2:14-26.) 

RITES Forms of WORSHIP, music, 
vestments, and architecture. Most Orthodox 





_1786 


| Christians follow the liturgical practice of the 











ancient Churches in the East (Antioch, 
Jerusalem, and Alexandria), the rite 
commonly known as the Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom. However, some Orthodox fol- 
low a Western Rite, forms that developed in 
the West before the separation of Rome from 
the Orthodox Church (see 1Co 11:23-26). 


RITUAL Ceremonies and texts used in the 


WORSHIP of the CHURCH. Having her 


roots in the TEMPLE and SYNAGOGUE, 
the Church has employed ritual in her wor- 
ship from the very beginning. See also 
LITURGY. SA 


SABBATH Saturday, the seventh day of the 
week, originally a day of rest, for after CRE- 
ATION “He rested on the seventh day” 
(Gn_2:2), Since Christ rose from the dead on 


| the first day of the week, Sunday, the 


CHURCH gathers on this day instead of the 
seventh to worship God. Sunday is also called 


| “the Lord’s Day” and “the eighth day,” be- 


cause it transcends the Sabbath and is seen as 


| being a part of heavenly time rather than 
earthly time. (See Ex 20:8-11; Acts 20:7.) 


SACRAMENT Literally, a “MYSTERY”. 


A sacrament is a way in which God imparts 
grace to His people. Orthodox Christians fre- 
quently speak of seven sacraments, but God’s 
gift of GRACE is not limited only to these 
seven—the entire life of the CHURCH is 
mystical and sacramental. The sacraments 


| were instituted by Christ Himself (Jn 1:16, 


17). The Seven Mysteries are: BAPTISM 

(Mt 28:18-20; Rom 6:4; Gal 3:27), CHRIS- 
MATION (Acts 8:15-17; 1Jn 2:27), the 
EUCHARIST (Mt 26:26-28; Jn 6:30-58; 
1Co 10:16; 11:23-31), CONFESSION 

(Jn 20:22, 23; 1Jn 1:8, 9), ORDINATION 
(Mk 3:14; Acts 1:15-26; 6:1-6; 1Ti 3:1-13; 
4:14), Marriage (Gn 2:18-25; Eph 5:22-33), 
and Healing or UNCTION (Lk 9:1-6: 

Jam 5:14, 15). 


SACRIFICE To offer something up to God, 


| In the old COVENANT, God commanded 


His people to sacrifice animals, grain, or oil as 
an act of THANKSGIVING, PRAISE, FOR- 
GIVENESS, and cleansing, However, these 
sacrifices were Only a foreshadowing of the 
one perfect sacrifice—Christ. He, the Eternal 
Son and the WORD OF GOD became Man, 
giving His life as a sacrifice on the Cross to 


liberate humanity from the CURSE of sin and 


death, In the EUCHARIST, the faithful par- 
ticipate in the life-giving once for all sacrifice 


| of Christ. (See Lv 1:1-7:38; 1Co 11:23-26; 















php 2:5-8; Heb 9:1-10;18.) See also 
REMEMBRANCE. 

sADDUCEES A party in Judaism at the 

ame of Christ. The Sadducees steadfastly held 
ro a literal interpretation of the Law contained 
n the first five books of the Old Testament 
ithe PENTATEUCH or Torah), and rejected 
traditional interpretations favored by other 
groups of JEWS, especially the PHARISEES. 
Sadducees came from the priestly class and 
rejected the RESURRECTION of the dead 
and the existence of ANGELS. Christ con- 
demned these Jewish leaders for their 
preoccupation with outward forms, ignorin 

or neglecting true RIGHTEOUSNESS of the 
HEART. (See Mt 16:1-12.) 

SAINT Literally, “a holy person.” With God 
as the source of true HOLINESS, all Chris- 
tians are called to be saints. (See Rom 16:2; 
1Co 1:1, 2). But from the earliest times, the 
CHURCH has designated certain outstanding 
men and women who have departed this life 
and reached DEIFICATION as worthy of 
veneration and canonization as saints or holy 
persons. 

SALVATION is the FORGIVENESS of sin 
and reunion with God and His Kingdom 
through Jesus Christ our Lord (Jn 3; 

Rom 6). (See articies, “The New Birth,” at 
Jn 3; “Justification by Faith,” at Rom 5; and 
“Deification,” at 2Pt 1.) See also DEIFICA- 
TION, JUSTIFICATION, KINGDOM OF 
GOD, REDEMPTION and SACRAMENT. 
SANCTIFICATION Literally, “being set 
apart” to God. The process of growth in 
Christ whereby the believer is made holy as 





God is holy, through the HOLY SPIRIT. (See 


article, “Deification,” at 2Pt 1; Rom 6:22, 
15:16.) See also DEIFICATION, JUSTIFI- 
CATION and SALVATION. . 


SANCTUARY The Holy of Holies or Most 
Holy Place. The place in the Old Testament 
tabernacle or TEMPLE containing the ARK 
OF THE COVENANT, the dwelling place of 
God. Only the high priest could enter the | 
Most Holy Place and only on the DAY OF 
ATONEMENT. When the early Christians 
built Churches, they followed the general pat- 
tern of the temple, and the altar area is often 
Called the sanctuary. (See Ex 26:31-35; 
40:34, 35; Lv 16:1-5; 1 Kin. 6:1-38; 

8:1-11.) | | 
SATRAP A governor or ruler in ancient 
Babylon, as on toned in numerous OT pas- 
Sages, 

SECOND COMING At the end of the ages, 


Christ will come again to judge the living and 


ANA 





__ GLOSSARY 


the dead. Following the LAST JUDGMENT, 
a new heaven and new earth will take the 
place of the old earth, which has been scarred 
by sin. Because Christ is already present 
through the CHURCH, Christians enter into 
the KINGDOM OF GOD through their par- 
ticipation in the sacramental life of the 
Church as they await the coming of the Lord. 
(See article, “The Second Coming of Christ,” 
at Tts 2; Mt 25:31-46; Rom 8:18-21; 

ITh 4:16, 17; Rev 20:11—22:5.) See also 
RESURRECTION. 


SHEKINAH The GLORY of God, 
frequently revealed in the symbols of fire and 
CLOUD in the OT. Although Christians ex- 
perience the energies of God, including His 
GLORY, they never penetrate beyond the 
cloud to the inner ESSENCE of God, which 
remains hidden. (See Ex 13:21;,24:15-18; 


| 33:18-23; 40:34, 35; 2Ch 7:1; Mt 17:1-5.) 


See also ENERGY. | 

SIN (Gr. hamartia) Literally, “missing the 
mark.” This word in ancient Greek could de- 
scribe the action of an archer who failed to hit 
the target. All humans are sinners who miss 
the mark of perfection that God has set for 
His people, resulting in alienation from God. 
(See Mt 5:48; Rom 3:23; 6:23; 1Jn 1:8.) 
SOJOURNER A stranger or foreigner. Be- 
cause the CHURCH exists in a sinful world 
that has rejected God, Christians—citizens of 
the KINGDOM OF GOD—are strangers in a 
foreign land. Therefore, faithful sojourners are 
on guard, lest they adopt the ways of the 


| fallen society in which they live, Abraham and 
| Jacob were sojourners before us (Gn 12:10; 


32:4); Israel was sojourning in Egypt 

(Gn 47:4); Naomi was a sojourner in Moab 
(Ru 1:1), Christians, too, are sojourners 

(1Pe 2:11: n 2:1527); 

SON OF MAN An important messianic ttle 
of Christ, who is perfect God and pertect 
Man. The Gospels reveal that Jesus often ap- 
plied this title to Himself. In Christ, the 


Second Adam, God assumed and perfected 


sinful humanity, freeing those who follow 


Him from the consequences of the rebellion 


of the first man, Adam, (See Mk 2:28; 9:31; - 
Rom 5:12-21; 1Co 15:21, 22, 45-49.) See 


| also INCARNATION. 


| SORROW The Scriptures distinguish 
| between godly sorrow, which produces 


REPENTANCE, and ungodly sorrow, the 
sadness of being found out, which produces 
death (Mt 5:4; 2Co 7:9, 10), 

SOUL A living substance, simple, bodiless, 
and invisible by NATURE, activating the 





GLOSSARY 





body to which it brings life, growth, sensation 
and reproduction, The mind is not distinct 
from the soul but serves as a window to the 
soul, The soul is free, endowed with will, and 
the POWER to act. Along with the body, the 
soul is created by God in His IMAGE. The 
soul of man will never die (Gn 1:26; 2:7; 

Mt 10:28). | 


STEWARD(SHIP) A steward is one who 
manages property belonging to another, All 
that a Christian has belongs to God. Thus, 
the Christian gives back to God out of the 
material blessings he has received from Him 
for the work of the CHURCH. In the OT, 
God commanded the faithful to give a: 
TITHE or ten percent of their goods to God; 
though not under law, St, John Chrysostom 
teaches Christians should give that much and 
more: Christians are also stewards of the spiri- 
tual knowledge which God has entrusted to 
us. We must preserve the heritage of apostolic 
DOCTRINE intact for future generations. 
(See Gn. .14:18-20;. Lv.27:30-—33; 1Co 4:1, 2; 
2Co.9:6-8; 1 Pt 4:10.) | 
SPIRIT (Gr. pneuma) Literally, “breath”; 
that which is living but immaterial. Spirttis 
used in three ways in’ Scripture: (1) the ~~ 
HOLY SPIRIT is one of the three Persons’ of 
the TRINITY, (Jn-4:24; 20:22 (2) the: 
ANGELS are called spirits (Ps 103:4); and 
(3) and the human spirit possesses the intu- 
itive ability to know and experience God 
(Rom 8:16; 1Co 2:10-12) 

SPIRITUALITY The ascetic and pious —_ 
struggle against sin through REPENTANCE, 
PRAYER, FASTING, and participation in the 
sacramental life of the Church. (See 

Gal 5:16-26; Php 2:12, 13.) See also 
SYNERGISM. AS tah adder 
SYMBOL In Orthodox usage, the manifesta- 
tion in material form of a spiritual reality. A’ 
symbol does not merely stand for something — 
else, as does a “sign”; it manifests the actual ` 
presence of its subject. Names of things are 
often symbols (Is 7:3, 14). The dove, for 
example, is the symbol which brought to 
Jesus the descent of the HOLY SPIRIT 

(Mt 3:13-16), | 
SYNAGOGUE A “gathering” or. : 
“assembly.” The synagogue appears in Judea 
as a result of the Babylonian exile, as it con- 
tinues today as the main center of Jewish 
8:41; Acts 18:4; Rev 2;9,)' y 
SYNAXIS Literally, “gathering” or “assem- 
bly.” Synaxis is the word used for the ancient 





Greek senate. The first part 











t of the Divine 4" 
: 19 xis b the faith- 

Liturgy is called the synaxis because t 

ful gather to sing, pray, bear the Scriptures 

read, and to hear the homily. [he saints’ days 

are also called a synaxis, such as the Synaxis of 

St. Michael and all ANGELS. 


SYNERGISM (from Gr. sy”: same, together; 
ergos: energy, work.) Working together; the 
act of cooperation. In the NT synergism is the 
idea of being “workers together with God 
(2Co 6:1), or of working “out your own sal- 
vation... fòr it is God who works in you" 
(Php 2:1213): This is not a cooperation 
between equals, but finite man working to- 


| gether with Almighty God. Man responds to 


Christ’s SALVATION through cooperation 
with God’s GRACE in living by faith, ngh- 


| teous works and rejection of evil 


(Jam 2:14-26). See also FREE WILL and 


| PASSIONS. 


| SYNOPTIC (From Gr. syn: same, together: 
| optic: eye, vision.) The books of Matthew, 


Mark, and Luke, which hold essentially the 


| same viewpoint and are similar are called the 
“Synoptic Gospels.” 


| TEMPLE Ancient Israel had many temples, 


located throughout the country, but the żem- 


| plein Jerusalem eventually became the central 
| and only authorized place to WORSHIP the 


Lord. The first one was built by King. 
Solomon around 950 Bc. It was destroyed by 
the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzarin ` 
987 BC. It was rebuilt about 70 years later, 
but it was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. 
More recently, temple has come to be used 
synonymously with SYNAGOGUE. (See 3Kg 
6; 4Kg 25:9-17; 2Ez 1:14; 3:3-13: 

l Mc 4:37-39; 4:48-51.) 


TEMPTATION The seductive attraction of 


sin. Those united to Christ are given His 


| POWER to withstand temptation through 


patience, courage, and obedience. (See 

Mt 4:1-11; 1Co 10:13; Heb 2:17, 18: 

Jam 1:12.) i i 
THANKSGIVING To be grateful, to offer 
thanks, especially to God for His love and 
MERCY. The Eucharistic prayer is called The 
Thanksgiving. (See 1Th 5:18.) See also 
EUCHARIST, eas 


THEOPHANY A manifestation of God in 


communal worship( (See TMe 2-4 Tk 41a, | tus uncreated GLORY, Te refers alato k 


Christ’s RESURRRECTION appearances. 
The revelation of the Holy TRINITY at the 


BAPTISM of Christ (Lk 3:21, 22) is the 
greatest theophany, it is celebrated in the _ 














Orthodox Church on EPIPHANY (Jan. 6), 
Other theophanies are found throughout the 
Bible. For example, God appeared to Abra! 
ham (Gn 18:1-15), and to Jacob in ai dream 
(Gn 28:10-17). 


THEOTOKOS God-bearer, birth-giver, fre- 
quently translated “Mother of God.” Because 
Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, Mary is 
called the Mother of God to profess our faith 
that in the INCARNATION, God Was in her 
womb. Elizabeth called Mary “blèsséd” and 
“the mother of my Lord” (Lk 1:42, 43): At 
the Council of Ephesus in AD 431, the 
Church condemned Nestorius and other’ 
heretics who refused to call the Virgin Mary 
the Theotokos. For if it was not God in Mary’s 
womb, there is no SALVATION for mankind. 
(See article, “Mary,” at-Lk 1;)Lk'1:26-43: 

Jn 1:1-14.) 


TITHE A tenth of one’s income. It is first 
revealed in Genesis '14:)8—20 when Abraham 
paid a tithe to Melchizedek, centuries before 
the Law was given to Moses. Abraham’s 
grandson, Jacob, told the Lord he would give 
Him a tithe (Gn 28:22; see also Lv'27:30, 32; 
Mal 3:8-12; WSir 25:3: Ek 18:12). 


TRADITION That which is handed down, 





transmitted. In the NT, there are two types of | 


tradition: (1) the “tradition of men” which 
Christ strongly condemns (Mk 7:6-8), and 
(2) holy or apostolic tradition which St. Paul 
calls us to steadfastly follow (2Th 2:15). 

Holy Tradition is the life of the HOLY 
SPIRIT in the CHURCH. He leads the 
Church “into all truth” (Jn 16:13) and en- 
ables her to preserve the truth taught by 
Christ to His APOSTLES. The Scriptures are 
the core of this Tradition, as interpreted 
through the writings of the Fathers, the’ Ecu- 
Menical Councils, and the WORSHIP of the » 
Church. Together, these traditions manifest 
the faith of the ancient undivided Church, 
(Sce also Jn 21:25; Acts 15:1-29; 2Th 3:6.) 


TRANSFIGURATION A change or trans- 
for mation. Christ was transfigured on | 
Mr, Tabor, showing He is God in the flesh 
(Mt 17:1-8). Christians are called to be 
transformed by the HOLY SPIRIT into the 
[MAGE and likeness of God (Rom 12:1, 2). 
ce article, “The Transfiguration, at 
Mt 17.) Sec also DEIFICATION. 
TRANSGRESSION Lawlessness, as in “He 
will not clear the guilty, visiting the laiens; 
"ess of the fathers upon the children and me 
children’s children to the third and the four 1 
Neration” (Ex 34:8; see also Dt 17:2-3; 
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Nm 14:41: Jos 7: 


3:38: Pr 17; 


11; Job 1 





| Mic 6:7; Lk 15:29; Rom! 4:15; 1Ti 2:14). 


| TRIBULATION The Scriptures reveal that 
| much trouble and violence—great iT 


tribulation—will engulf the world before the 
SECOND COMING of Christ! pesid 
(Mt 24:4-29); See also ESCHATOLOGY. 


TRINITY God the FATHER and His Son 
and His HOLY SPIRIT: one in ESSENCE ~ 
and undivided. God revealed the MYSTERY 
of the Trinity at Christ’s BAPTISM 

(Mt 3:13-17), but even before that event, 
numerous OT references pointed to the Trin- 
ity. For example, the frequent use of plural 
pronouns referring to the one God | . 


(Gn 1:26); the three angels who appeared to. 


Abraham (Gn 18:1—16); andithe Thrice Holy 
hymn sung by the angels in Isaiah?s vision 


(Is 6:1-4) all suggest one God in three 
Persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
| (Mt 28:19) hen > as snd ) 


TRISAGION Literally, “Thrice Holy.” The. 
biblical Trisagion, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” is the 
hymn of the ANGELS before the throne of ~ 
God (Is 6:1-3; Rey 4:8), and is one of the ,. 
most important hymns of the Divine >- 
Liturgy. In the TRADITION of the 
CHURCH, this hymn has been amplified 
into the -Trisagion frequently sung during> 
services and said during prayers: “Holy God,- 
Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us.” The biblical use of “Holy” 
three times reveals the three Persons in the 
Godhead. TO 


TYPE An historical event that has a deeper... 
meaning, pointing to our SALVATION in 


Christ. For example, the three days that Jonah 


spent in the belly of the fish is a type of the 
three days that Christ would spend in the 
tomb (Mt 12:40). The serpent that Moses 


| lifted up on the staff is a type of the lifting up. 
| of Christ on the Cross (Jn 3:14-16), The 


burning bush, aflame but not consumed, is a 
type of the Virgin Mary, who carried the in- 
carnate God in her womb but was not 
consumed by His presence (Lk 1:26-38). 
Noah’s ark, which saved Noah and his family 


| from death in the flood, is a type of 
| BAPTISM, which brings the believer 


from death to life (1 Pt 3:18-22). See also 
ALLEGORY. 


-UNCTION Anointing of the sick with 


blessed oil, for the healing of body and 
SOUL. The gift of healing is bestowed by the 
HOLY SPIRIT through the anointing, 





GLOSSARY 





together with the prayers of the Unction 
service, (See article “Healing,” at Jam 5.) See 
also SACRAMENT. 


UNLEAVENED BREAD Bread baked 
without yeast. The JEWS used unleavened 
bread for the Passover to symbolize the 

fact they had no time to wait for the yeast to 
rise in the bread (Ex 12:1-20): By contrast, 
the bread of the new COVENANT is leav- 
ened. 


VESPERS The evening prayer service in the 
Orthodox Church. | = 


VICE A particular immoral, depraved, or de- 
grading habit, as contrasted with VIRTUE. 
Christians are called to’ flee from the vices and 
to preserve their personal purity (Rom 13:13: 
Eph 4:17-24). See also PASSION. 


VIRTUE A righteous characteristic such as 
self-control, patience, or humility; the oppo- 
site of VICE or PASSION: As a PERSON 
grows spiritually, he or she grows in virtue 
while the passions are conquered by'the 
GRACE of God. (See WSol 4:1, 2; 5:13: 
Php 4:8; 2Pt 1:2-7, 


WISDOM (OF GOD) A name for God’s 
Son and’ Word; Christ is the Wisdom of God. 
Also, wisdom is given to the CHURCH asa 
gift of the HOLY SPIRIT. (See Ex ‘31:3; 
3Kg 3:16-28; Pr 9:10; Dan 1:17; WSir 1:9: 
Jn 1:1; 1Co 2:6-8; Col 3:16.) 

WITNESS (Gr. martyria) One who makes 
known the GRACE and GLORY of the Lord 
by word and deed. In the NT, the word is 
also rendered “MARTYR,” a reference to 
those who give their lives for the gospel of 
Christ. The HOLY SPIRIT bears witness to 
the spirits of those who believe in Christ, that 
they belong to Him. (See Dt 31:19-21, 26; 
Rom 8:16; Heb 10:15; 12:1; 1Jn 5:6-12; 
Rey 11:3-12.) | 


BO 





WONDERS Miracles and the attitude of 
mankind toward them. (See Ex 11:10; 

Ps 106; Dan 4:3; 6:27; 1Ch 16:8, 9,12; 
Job 37: 13-19; Acts 2:22-36; 6:8; 14:3; 
2Co 12:12.) 

WORD OF GOD (Gr. Lagos) The Son of 
God, who from the MYSTERY of His eternal 
birth is called the Word of the FATHER. The 
“Word became flesh” (Jn 1:14) for the SAL- 
VATION of the world. The Holy Scriptures 
are also called the Word of God, for they reveal 
the truth of God (Jn 1:1-14; 2Pt 1:19-21). 
See also INCARNATION. 
WORSHIP Literally, “to bow down.” Com- 


| manded for God’s people (1 Ch 16:29). In 
| the Christian sense worship is the adoration of 


God through participation in the services of 
the CHURCH, the highest act of a Christian 
(Jn 4:19-24). See also LITURGY. 


WORTHY (Gr. axtos) Describes those who 
act in a manner befitting one who is a 
follower of Christ. No one is worthy of SAL- 
VATION in and of himself, but all are made 
worthy through Christ (1Th 2:10-12) In the 
Church, when a newly-ordained man is being 
vested, the faithful shout out, “Axios!” 
WRATH OF GOD His anger and its conse- 
quences (Nm 32:10-13). His wrath can be 
caused by sympathy with evil (Lv 10:1-6), by 
APOSTASY (2Ch 34:24, 25), by association 


with evil (Jn 3:36), and it can be displayed to 


demonstrate the greatness of His GLORY 
(Rom 9:22-26). | 


ZEAL Devotion; enthusiastic obedience to 
God; a quality of divine diligence or fervor. 
Zeal.is shown by Moses (Ex 32:19-35), 
Joshua (Jos 24:14-16), David 

(1Kg 17:26-51), Elijah (3Kg 19:10, and. | 
Timothy (Php 2:19-22): Christians are 


| (1) called to follow Christ with enthusiasm 


and zeal (Acts 18:25: Rom 12:10, 11) and 


| (2) warned against misguided enthusiasm, a 


zeal “not according to knowledge” 
(Rom 10:2). i 
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-™ The Trisagion Prayers 7- 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 


O Heavenly King, O Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who are in all places and fill all 
things, the Treasury of good things and the Giver of life: Come and abide in us, cleanse us 


‘he 


| from every stain, and save our souls, O Good One. 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us, (three times). 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. O Master, par- 
don our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 


Lord, have mercy. (three times). 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spint, now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. | | 


Our Father, Who'art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 7 | | 


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


-». Morning Prayer to the Holy Trinity > 

Arising from sleep, I thank You, O Most Holy Trinity, that, for the sake of Your great 
kindness and longsuffering, You have not had indignation against me, for I am slothful and 
sinful. Neither have You destroyed me in my transgressions. But You have shown Your 
customary love toward mankind, and have raised me up as I lay in heedlessness, that I might 
sing my morning hymn'and glorify Your sovereignty. Do now enlighten the eyes of my under- 
standing, open my ears to receive Your words, and teach me Your commandments. Help me. 
to do Your will, to sing to’ You, to confess You from my heart, and to praise Your All-Holy 
Name: of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. Amen. 


~. The Nicene Creed 7 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

Visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only- Begotten, begot- 
ten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made: of one essence with the Father; by Whom all things were made; Who tor us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy. Spirit and the Virgin 

ary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and 
was buried: the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, on ascended me Meaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again wit glory to judge he living 
and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. And | believe in the Holy ae 1e mes and 
Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and nie per roe ee is 
Worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in = lo y oy 10 l 
and Apostolic Church. 1 acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. | look for the res- 


urrection of the dead and the life of the world to. come. Amen. 
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SUNGAV Te EEEa TETEN press te r melon Psalm 5 


Monday AINA a A ELL TE AAT Psalm 89 
LUEI VERT RYE RTO at IOLA LON A „Psalm 100 
Wednesday ....... LPP tat These 53 shins Teac eer eae Psalm 3 
TRGESGAY veges eivas ANelo tetera ee teeters aii ESAT OA 
Bridayius t e E A A ra RA REE Di .Psalm 102 
SACULAAV E PETET T A OTT E a E AE ee, 


~ The Gospel and Epistle = 
Referring to the Lectionary in the back of The Orthodox Study Bible, you may, as time per- 
mits, read the Gospel and Epistle for this day. 


œ. Intercessory Prayers -=> 

Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, Your mercies and lovingkindnesses, which 
have been from everlasting, and for the sake of which You did become man and deign to en- 
dure crucifixion and death for the salvation of all who rightly believe in You. You rose from 
the dead and ascended into heaven, and sit at the right hand of God the Father, and regard the 
humble prayers of all who call upon You. with their whole heart. Incline Your ear and hear the 
humble entreaty of me, Your unprofitable servant, who offers it for an odor of spiritual 
fragrance for all Your people. : | | 

And first of all remember Your Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church which You have pur- 
chased with Your precious blood. Confirm and strengthen it, enlarge and multiply it, keep it in 
peace, and preserve it unconquerable by the gates of hell forever. Heal the schisms of the 
churches, quench the ragings of the heathen, speedily undo and root out the growths of here- 
sies, and bring them to naught by the power. of Your Holy Spirit. 

Save, O Lord, and have mercy upon all world rulers, on our president (mame), on _ 
(names), and on all our civil authorities. Speak peace and blessing in their hearts for Your holy 
Church and for all Your peoples, in order that we, may live a calm and peaceful life, in all godli- 
ness and dignity.. as y T | l 

Save, O Lord, and have: mercy upon patriarchs, metropolitans, archbishops, priests, minis- 
ters and deacons, and the whole clergy of Your Church, which You have established to feed 
the flock of Your word, and by their prayers, have mercy upon me, and save me, a sinner. 

Save, O Lord, and have mercy upon my spiritual father (name) and by his holy prayers 
forgive me my transgressions. 

Save, O Lord, and have mercy upon my parents (names), my spouse (name), my brothers 
and sisters (names), my children (names), my kinsmen after the flesh and my friends, and grant 
them Your blessings both here and hereafter, | 8 Be 

Save, O Lord, and haye mercy upon the old, the young, the needy, the orphans and the 
widows, and on all that are in sickness and sorrow, in distress and affliction, in Oppression and 
captivity, in prison and confinement, More especially have mercy upon Your servants who are 
under persecution for Your sake and for the sake of the Orthodox faith at the hands of hea- 
then nations, of apostates, and of heretics: remember them, visit, strengthen, keep and comfort 
them, and make haste to grant them, by Your power, relief, freedom and deliverance. 

Save, O Lord, and have mercy upon all who are sent on. duty, all who el f 
brothers and sisters, and upon all GA Christians. aN y UFAYENY ON ierg 

Save, O Lord, and have mercy upon those who envy and affront me, and do me mischief, 
and do not let them perish through me, a sinner, | | i i 

Those who depart from the Orthodox faith, dazzled by destroying heresies, do enlighten 
by the light of Your holy wisdom, and unite them to Your Holy, Apostolic, Catholic Church. 


Add here any additional personal petitions. 





| œ Prayer for the Beginning of the Day m 

O Lord, Brant me to greet the coming of the day in peace, help me in all things to rely 
ypon Your holy will. In every hour of the day reveal Your will to me. Bless my dealings with all 
who surround me. Teach me to treat all that comes to me throughout the day with peace of 


soul and with firm conviction that Your will governs all: In all my deeds and words, guide my i 
thoughts and feelings. In unforeseen eve 
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1 l ) nts, let me not forget that all are sent by You. Teach L 
me to act firmly and wisely, without embittering and embarrassing others. Give me strength to 
bear the fatigue of the coming day with all that it shall bring. Direct my will, teach me to pray. 
And, Yourself, pray in me. Amen. | 
| : 1 
| w Benediction => g 
It is truly right to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure, and the Mother of | 
our God. More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the 7 


seraphim, without corruption you gave birth to God the Word. True Theotokos, we magnifiy 
you. ) | | = a | 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. | i 
Lord, have mercy. (three times) 


Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy) on us 
and save us.:Amen. | I, Kl 


Mi — 








>>S86EVENING PRAYERS% 


œ, The Trisagion Prayers 7> 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 


O Heavenly King, O Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who are in all places and fill all 
things, the Treasury of good things and the Giver of life: Come and abide in us, cleanse us 
from every stain, and save our souls, O Good One. | 


Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (three times). 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. O Master, par- 
don our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 


Lord, have mercy. (three times). 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 


Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it\is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


æ Prayer of Thanksgiving z- 
Now that the day has come to a close, I thank You, O Lord, and I ask that the evening 
with the night may be sinless; grant this to me, O Savior, and save me. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 


Now that the day has passed, I glorify You, O Master, and I ask that the evening, with the 
night may be without offence; grant this to me, O Savior, and save me. 


Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


Now that the day has run its course, I praise You, O Holy One, and I ask that the evening 
with the night may be undisturbed; grant this to me, O Savior, and save me. 


Lord, have mercy. (twelve times) 


s Prayer for Forgiveness m- 


O Lord our God, if during this day I have sinned, whether in word or deed or thought, 
forgive me all, for You are good and love mankind. Grant me peaceful and undisturbed sleep, 
and deliver me from all influence and temptation of the evil one. Raise me up again in proper 
time that I may glorify You; for You are blessed with Your Only-begotten Son and Your All- 
holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen, 


«a, The Nicene Creed a 


I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-Begotten, begot- 
ten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
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made; of one essence with the Father; by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and ye made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and 
was buried; the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living 
and the dead; Whose Kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resur- 
rection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 





«=. The Psalms m- 


Sunday n AEN ae ee Psalm 69 
Monday e nae eee E E ETTR Psalm 142 
Tuesday.. =E 35.2. dads a teea eee Psalm 140 
Wednesday eneee ears eaaa te ET Psalm 129 
Thursday ..........: CEO CLERC BLES DOT AV OIL .Psalm 130 
Friday annn o a A E RA IA EO Psalm 16 
Selari aa EIE E A o eee eee T 


x Prayer for the End of the Day 7> 

O Christ our God, who at a!l times and in every hour, in heaven and on earth, are wor- 
shipped and glorified; who are long-suffering, merciful and compassionate; who love the just 
and show mercy upon the sinner; who call all to salvation through the promise of blessings to 
come; O Lord, in this hour receive our supplications and direct our lives according to Your 
commandments. Sanctify our souls, hallow our bodies, correct our thoughts, cleanse our 
minds; deliver us from all tribulation, evil and distress. Encompass us with Your holy Angels 
that, guided and guarded by them, we may attain to the unity of the faith and to the knowl- 
edge of Your unapproachable glory, for You are blessed unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Here may be added your own private devotions and intercessions, using your own words. When you 
have finished, conclude with this prayer: 
O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure, and the Mother of 


im and more glorious beyond compare than the 
h to God the Word. True Theotokos, we magnifiy 


It is truly right to bless you, 
our God. More honorable than the cherub 
seraphim, without corruption you gave birt 
you, 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages 


of ages. Amen. 


Lord, have mercy, (three times). 


rs of our holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us 


Through the praye 
4nd save us, Amen, 


As you lie down to sleep, say: 


and my body. Bless me, have mercy upon 


Into Your hands, O Lord, | commend my soul 
me, and grant me life eternal. Amen, 





peel N DEX.TO- ANNOTATLON Saee@e 


| ar 1S S eee ees but not exhaustive, index to topics and names discussed in the annota- 
tions and ar ace of the Orthodox Study Bible. For further information on topics, see the 
Glossary and the Index to‘ Articles. Entries that cover several verses may refer to two or more 


annotations within a passage of Scripture. 


In addition to the usual book name abbreviations, the abbreviation “Dan-Sus” refers to 
the story of Susanna found at the beginning of the Book of Daniel, which is not numbered as 
“= a 3 F . IEG i ` P 
a chapter. The abbreviation “Dan-Bel” refers to the story of Bel and the Serpent, found at the 


end of the Book of Daniel and also not numbered as a chapter. 


Aaron, Gn 14:18-20; Ex 17:12;'25:10;29:5: 38:1: Lv 
1:5; 8:2—30; 9:22; 16:4, 8: Nm Intro; 3:6-9; 
12:1-3; 16:3, 4; 17:2-26; 19:1, 2: 20:28: 1Ch 
6:1-38; WSol 18:20-25; WSir 45:7—46:2: Heb 
Intro;.3:1; 9:4 | 
Abortion, Lv 18:1-3; Ps 138; Lam 1:11: Lk 1:43 
Abraham, Gn 12:1—25:8; Ex 23:26; Lv 1:2: Det 2:4: 
Jos 5:2-8; 3Kg 17:14-16: 1Ch 1:10=15; 3:1-9: 
2Ez 3:7; Jdt 5:8; '16:19; Job Intro; 1:1; 42:7-9: 
Ps 104—106; WSir 44:21; Hab 1:12: Mal 
21 3:81 23 Is.9 b215.23,57:35 Mt ELR: (20:1-16: 
22:23-33; Lk 2:22-24; 3:813:6-8: 16:22-26: 
19:9; Jn 8:37-44; 15:14; 15: Acts 7:8. 13:26. 
Rom 4:1-18; 9:6-13; Gal 2:16—4:31]: Heb'1]:2, 
3;:6:13-15; 11:8—12: 13:1—3; Jam 2:20-24 
Adam, Gn Intro; 2:7; 3:8-24; 4:1-25; 5:3: Lv 20:9-27; 
Nm 21:9; Jos /7:1—26; 3Kg 20:25; 1Ch Intro; 
]:1—4: 9:1, 2; WSol 7:1: 101-27): Ezk 1871-32; 
Mt 1:2: 4:4; 20:1-16; MA 5:40 4L Ek 3:38; 
15:12-14; 22:56; In 18:17; Acts 5:30; Rom 
5-12-19: 1Co 15:22-49: 2Gol TT: 1-3-1 Prils2 
Adoption; Dt 32:6, 18; Mt 1:15; 3:6-9; 6:9; 25:34; 
Lk-2:48: 3:22—38: Jn 1:12! 13: 373;;Rom:3:26; 
8:14-17: Gal 4:4-7; Eph 1:4-6; 2Pr 1:43 see also 
Children of God i 
Adultery, see Divorce; Sexual immorality < | 


Affliction, Job 19:5; 23:1-3; 40:8; Ps 76; SS 2:2; WSir | 


29:11-13- 34:15-17,; 35:24; Is 4:4; 26:16; 
30:20-23; 33:2; 38:1-6; 43:1-4; Rom 8:28-30; 
16:7: 2Co 1:3-11; 2:4; 4:17; 1Th)1:6; 1Pt 1:6, 
7; see also Suffering; Tribulation 

Ahab and Jezebel, 3Kg 18:3-18; 20:3-25; 22:10; 4Kg 
91-3: 2Ch 17:1-19; WSir 48:1; Hos 1:4; Rev 
2:20 w | 

Almsgiving, Ex 23:15; Tb 4:7;:12:8;19; Pr 3:4-38; 
15:30; 19:17; 21:26; 22:8; WSir 7:10, 1); 
12:1-7; 29:11-13; 35:2; 40:24; Mt 25:1-13; Mk 
12:41-44: Acts 10:2; 24:17; Col 2:16-23; 1Jn 
2:16 , rh 

Altar, Gn: 12:8; 13:14—18; 26:25; 33:19, 20; Ex 
20;:24=26; 24:4+8; Lv 1:9;/2:2;/3:8; 4:6, 17; 
8:7-24- 9:16; 21:17; Nm 7:2-84; 8:6-19; 
17:2-15: Dt 27:5-8; Jos 22:30-34; 1 Kg 23:9; 
2Kg 24:18-25;/2FEz2 13:2-46; 8:28, 29, 2Mc 1:9; 

6:245; 15:30:'Ps 25;.43; Pr. 9:2; WSol 9:8; WSir 

47:2: Joel 2:17; Is 6:1-7; 60:6-9; Ezk 40:39-48; 
41:2]. 43:13-27; Mt 5:23, 24; 27:51; Lk WNN: 
18:13; Jn 7:2; 10:16; Acts 17:22-31; Gal 6:14; 
Heb 9:1-7; 13:10; Rev 4:2, 3; 6:9711; 9:13-16;) 
10:5-7; 14:18; 16:1-7; 19;3-5 Cel 

Ambrose of Milan, St,, Gn 19;24; Ex 3:25; 7:1; 
12:22; 14:22 15:2-25; 16:13, 14; 17:6-11; 
19:4: 20:2-17; 23:21; 24:15; 28;17-20; 29114; 
33:7-22; Nm 23:10; Dt 4:24; 8:4; 29:4; 33:9; 


| Jos 2:18; 7:21; 8:17-20; 9:9-21; 14:7-10; Jdg 
4:4; 6:11-27; 1Kg 28:7-25; 3Kg 3:27; 17:10, 
11; 19:4; 4Kg 6:17; 23:21-25; 1Ch 21:14; Job 
9:5; 10:8—-12; 15:20; 21:16; 24:14-16; 27:3; 
33:4; 38:36; 39:1-4; Ps 1; SS 8:5+10: WSir 
20:5-8; 24:3; 29:10-13; 31:8-11; Am 5:14, 15; 
Hag 2:20-23; Zec 9:9, 10; Is‘55:1; 61:1, 2; 
66:10—14; Jer 29:1, 2; Ezk 37:1-14; Lk 1:2, 3; 
2:17-20; 4:31; 5:4;'6:1-13; 7:11-50; 9:46-50; 
12:5-20; 13:16; 14:18-20; 15:2-29; 19:3, 4; 
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The World of 
the Patriarchs 


Old Babylonian Empire, | 
¢. 1750 6C, 


FP) Egyptian Empire, 
c 1492 B.C. 


FP) Hittite Empire, 
c, 1350 8C 
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The Conquest 
of Canaan 
e City 

© City of uncertain location 


| === Route from Kadesh Barnea 
| mm Advance through Canaan 













4. In a northern thrust, Joshua 














and beyond moves from Gilgal and pushes 
Battle the Canaanites beyond Tyre. 
City attacked he ae Hazor is burned 
City burned 





Unconquered city 


y oAchshaph 






te 
Mesiddot = 


A Edrei 
3 Ramoth 
Taanach® Giaa 


~~ 


















Dothati PIbleam i 
S A M: A R I A 





Samana a Se Q^ 
Mount Ebal & RA 
Mount A 
Gerizim 








2. Joshua takes Al in 
his second attempt 
(Josh. 7-8). 





| 3. Joshua makes peace with Gibeon, 
| then moves through the valley of 
Aijalon and defeats the five 
Amorite kings (osh. 9-10). 
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Jericho (Josh, 1-6). 
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Jesus’ Ministry in the Holy Land 


. Nazareth 


ih Lhe i Si EE 
A Mount Aee e e a 2 
; Tabor Pereo A i 


ECAPOLIN A 


. Capernaum 


. Bethsaida 


. Tabgha 


. Sea of Galilee 


. Region of Sidon and Tyre 


. Between Jericho and Jerusalem 


. Jericho 
. Bethany 


. Bethesda 





Jesus begins his public ministry 
and proclaims that |saiah’s 
prophecies of good news for 
oppressed people are coming true. 


Cana 
Jesus’ first miracle: He turns water 
into wine. Jesus heals an official's 
son. 


Jesus cures Peter's mother-in-law 
and heals two paralytics. Jesus 
raises from the dead the daughter 
of a ruler of a synagogue. 


Jesus feeds the hungry multitude 
of 5,000. 


The Sermon on the Mount. 


Jesus calms a storm. Jesus walks 
on the water. 


. Nain 


Jesus raises to life a widows son. 


Jesus cures an afflicted daughter 


. Mount Hermon 


The Transfiguration of Jesus. 
The story of the Good Samaritan. 


Jesus restores the sight of a beggar. 
Jesus calls the tax collector to 
repentance, 


Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
Jesus stays at the home of Simon 
the Leper. 


(northern part of Jerusalem) 
Jesus heals a paralytic man. 
Siloam Pool 

(southern part of Jerusalem) 
Jesus heals a blind man. 
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Pieria gf | 
| Antiochene Church 
sponsors Paul and 
Barnabas’s mission to 
Cyprus and Asia 
Minor (Acts 13:3, 4). 
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Paul's First Missionary 
Journey and 
His Journey to Rome 





| Christianity is introduced ff 
into the upper echelons 
of Roman society 

| (Acts 13:6-12). 
= First Mission: 
= Journey to Rol 59-60 a liii 33° N 
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4 X ( Paul is under house arrest for two years. But 
A ITALIA | | he is able to preach the kingdom of God to 
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those who visit (Acts 28:16; 28:30, 31). F 





































| Rome —— 
| —! Paul takes courage fromthe fact  Ų 
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Acts 27:2). 














| 3 Paul revives Eutychus, a youth, who 
had fallen from a window while 
listening ta Paul speak (Acts 20:9-12). 


|2 Paul and Silas are imprisoned for 
disturbing the peace (Acts 16:16-40). & 


=, 


Byzantium 


1 Paul preaches 
for three years 
Acts 19: 


ar 


i -Antioch 
in Pisidia 
TRON 
three months 
(Acts 20:3). 


| 3 Paul speaks before the fio 
Areopagus, the Council of pe 
Athens (Acts 17:22-31). K 


4 Paul sails to Ephesus. 
He must leave for 
>=) Jerusalem, but some 
| Jews ask him to stay. 
_ | He promises to return, 
| “God willing” (Acts 
| 18:20, 21), 


4 Paul delivers fi 
bo) his “farewell” f 
=] address (Acts 
D| 20: 18-35). 
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Paul’s Second and Third 
Missionary Journeys 


—& Second Missionary Journey, AD 49-57 
== Third Missionary Journey, A.D. 53-57 
IRALL Modern name 


BITHYNIA AND 
PONTUS 


FERRET 


‘4 1 Paul and Silas 
meet Timothy and 
ask him to join them 
Acts 16:1-3). 


ISRAEL 


5 Some Jews say that Paul 
taught against the Jewish 
nation, law, and temple 
(Acts 21: 28a). Paul is 
charged with banging a 
Gentile ne a a 
precincts of the temp 
(Acts 21:28, 29) Threats | 

| to his ife peceta l 

| military escort to sates 
(Acts 23:12-23). Here he £ 
imprisoned tor two years 

| (Acts 24:27). 





